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Tha Portrait of God's Holy Love 

In a study of Hosea's hiator1oal insights, verses 

eight and nine of chapter eleven are also aign1f1oant. 

This passage too i s deeply rooted in Hosea•s knowledge of 

the past.20 Hosea had already presented the reality, the 

activi t y ai'Jd the personality of God in love. Now he was 

constrain&~ f or a moment, to penetrate the internal mys• 

t er y of Jahue, t he living God of history, the God who waa 

even ·then ccntemplating plans for Israel. These verses 

are a o tudy of' divine love at 1 ts fountain head. "In die­

s em Begl"lindmigaaatz darf mit Fug die letzte Vollendung des 

altt estamentliohen L1ebesgedankens gesehen T1erden. 1121 

I n verse ei ght Hosea visualizes God th1nk11'lg 1n human 

fashio11. The h0azrt of' God is deeply moved ( :a.. �~� Y-,. 7l ~ .5~ ! 
'L �~� f ) as He considers the deplorable state of Israel•· 

t hat chil d ohom He had fostered• the bride in whom He bad 

delighted during that honeymoon period in the wildernesa.22 

He abhors t he t hought that Israel should share the same 

rat~ as Ad.mah and i eboim, which perished during the destruc­

tion o~ Sodom ll?ld Gomorrah (Deut. 29:23). With compassion­

ate love Jah~e yearns to avert the absolute doom that 

20James Philip Hyatt, Prophetic Re11,1on ( Nashville, 
Hew York: Abingdon-Cokesbury Preas. o.194 J, P• 101. 

21ouell• .2.1!.• ~•• P• 31. 
22 

Hyatt• S!E,• .fil• • P• 88 • 
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Israel deserves. 

Hosea aoea God tomented, &uttering beoause ot Isra­

el• a unfaithfulness. Thia theme is noted bJ' Quell also 

vhen he writes, "Darum leidet er .tormliah unter seines 

Volkes Liebloaigkoit."23 The same idea 1a oonta1ned 1n 

suoh passages as Hos. 6:4tt. and 13t1Stt. Likewise H. 

~heeler Robinson poaeo the question, 

If the love of' God 1s more than a metaphor, must not 
the suf'f'ering of' God be as real, though wltb all the 
quelif'icat1ons in both suf'f'ering and love whioh oome 
from ref'erence to God instead o.t man?24 

A paradox confronts the reader at the end of verse 

eight. How can the standpoint ot divine mere,- be main­

tained over against divine ho11neaa? The pl'Ophet, how­

ever, does not hesitate when he is relating these divine 

meditations. The decision of JahWe is t1na1J He will tem-
' per the f'1eroeness of His divine ,,rath ( cl ':Y t ~ )!.}I 

.,. &... ~ i , :;, ) • And the precise reason given tor this mer-. ·- •: 
oif'ul action 1s His own essential holiness (For I am God 

and not man, the Holy one in the midst of' thee). 

The love of' God is a holy love. The 11 ~ ~ ~ (zeal) 

of God's holiness is not mere1y wrath but also love.25 

Wlth this concept of the holJ' love or God, Bosea•s histor1• 

23Quell, .22.• .!!!!.•, P• 32. 
24 Robinson, .22• .2.ll•, P• 24. 
26Guatav Pr1edr1oh Oehler, Tbeolpff~ot the Old Testa-

ment (9th revised ed1t1onJ New York: aJil"'1ragna.1fa, 
tmJ!}, P• 38. 
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oal insight Naohee 1te 4eepeet polnt. 'lbla' 1m1gbt 1• a 

■peo1al feature of him 41'11.ne NYelatlon. JrOI- doea thla 

oonoept involve a ocmtradiotf.on. 11 0otta 'bne1■1i nloht wD1-

geza a.ls selne E1genaobatt ala Gott uD4 Be111ger, 1Dtt• er 

aua Ltebe handelt.1128 It 2.a tbe bollne■• of Goel tbat 41■• 

t1Dguiahera Bim from the or•ture, a, aD4 aoaorcla Bi■ that 

poa1t1on of tranaoez:denoe, ot un&pl'J!O&obableneea, of belng · 

the "r,holl7 other.t•28 Prookaoh a.pNaaeir tbs.a by saying: 
8 Gott 1st beil1g 1m1tten Iara.el~ (11:9)J damlt 1'1r4 der 

kontrm.-c Gegenaatz ae1nea We■eu gegem'ber aller Geaohopa 

fllahkeit au■geaproohGn.n29 

'l'he n17atery of that 41vlne holJ' love 1• revealed when 

the um1pproaobable da:x-ea to approaoh, when the tranaoeldent 

4raws nea.~, when, 1n taot, the holJ' love ot God 1a reaos• 

msed.. 

· D1e>se~ volketmnlia'be Gegeuats wll'd 4uroh Gott" 'be!. 
Hosea venamleltJ elem non bewahrt Gotte■ Be111gke1t 
Uu.-m1 abaolutea G$gen.eats n allem ■enacmllohen w13en 
1a de~ barmhe1'■1gen Lte'be B'IDI nndbAft1gen Volke. 

211111 juxtapoa! tion or low and bollneaa gin■ Hes•' a 

love inotif' nev depth. The mJStery of a tranaoendent Goel 

28
Quell. Y• .!ll•, P• a1. 

ft 
Vol.B,. ~• .!!!• • P• 1"18. 

· '28Rlac101ph Otto, 'Ille 14• o~ the~ tranalatecl b,­
John w. BuTe,- (!All4oaa oiroid,n{yer~ Pr•••• 1982), 
P• 25. 

89Prookaob, a&• J!!!!.• ,· P• 1158. 

30Ib14. 
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approaching the depths or Sheol becomoa a powerf'ul reality 

(13:14). Thus the divine call of Israel is seen not merely 

as a national ohoioe. but basically also a spiritual elac­

tion.31 Likewise Hosea was not content just to pl"eaent a 

number of historical facts. for he wanted to ini"Use into 

the hearts of his hearers a conso1ouaneas of their own 

SUilt and of G·od' a nature. Thus he hoped to oonvlc.t his 

audience of the historical reality of divine love.32 



CHAPTER IV 

HOSEA' S FJtPRESSIOlf OF DIVINE LOVE IN ACTION 

The Expression ot Divine Love over against Sin 

The preoeding ohapters have presented Hoaea•s divine 
' 

love motif aocording to his personal and historical revela­

tion. Such an analytical presentation of divine attributes 

as suah . however. was not the principle aim of the Hebrew 

prophet. He vas no s~stematic theolog1an.1 His task was 

to preach and to teaoh how God aoted• and what God re­

qui r ed of H1s people. 

Hosea excels 1n this art. The aotive expression of 

God ' s love 1n and toward Israel is outlined in log1oal 

progression i n chapter two. 'l'he various stages of this 

chapter f orm a basis tor the study of this expression of 

God•s love in action. 

In t he whole of this section it seems evident that the 

external form has b~en influenced by Hosea•s domestic ex­

periences. T'ais striking feature is apparent already in 

verse two. Couched in this form the verse indicates clear­

ly Hosea•s attitude toward sin. Here he describes sin as 

something that violates a union ( 1n this oase a narriage 

union) 1 as whoredom in 4:12• atld as treaobery within a 

1~,ames Philip HJ&tt • . Prorret1c Reli,1on (Raahv11le• 
Rew York: Abingdon-Cokeabury resa. o.19 '>• P• 149. 
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covenant in 6:7. The a1gn1t1oant taotor 1a usually not the 

transgression of some specific law, but the violation or 

personal intimacy, the "alienation ot affection."2 Many 

critics oall thi s 11 s1n against love.• and 1n this oase sin 

against divine love. 3 

The negative appeot ot larael1a sin was ignore.nae of 

God; the positive aspect was aggressive opposition to di­

Vine graoe . Affectionately Jahwe had guided Israel (Bos. 

11:3), yet Israe l had rejected this love cruelly. by set­

ting 1ts affection upon "mamd'aotured goda11 (4:12) • 4 by 

placing 1 ts trust 1n royalty (8:4), and by seeking protec­

tion through f oreign alliance (7:11). Theae were the visi­

ble s1ans of an i ngratitude, ot an "inner alienation,115 

of a reality that was equivalent to sin against divine 

love. 

The Expression ot Divine Love in Discipline 

The love of God, however, 1s not rendered im.otive by 

this outrageous opposition. On the contrary, it presents 

2sydney Lawrence Brown, "The Book of Hosea•" in the 
Westminster Commentaries (London1 Methuen & Co., 1932), 
P• 81. 

3A. Cohen, ~ Twelve Prophets (Bournemouth: The 
Sono1no Press, 1948), p. 2. 

4A. F. Kirkpatrick, !e!_ Dootrine g_t !!!!, Prophets 
(London: Macmillan and CompanJ"• 1909), P• 133. 

5H. Wheeler Robinson, The Cross o~ Hosea (Ph1ladelph1aa 
The nestmlnster Preas, 1951). p. 38. -
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a program of operation. a progl"am ot warning• d1ao1p11ne 

and punishment. whioh is designed to etteot heartfelt re­

pentanoe and a deeper understanding of dt vlne tl'lltha. Such 

is the program of chapter two. verses three to thirteen. 

The first word l ~ ind1oatea that this eeotlon ta 

oondi t1onal. Here 1s a warning against the oonaequencea of 

sin• and the awful threat ot judgement. Suoh .• warning• 

although it designates a future m1ael'7• flows trom divine 

love. I t was gracious of God even to repeat this warning. 

"Die Drohung soll Israels Sohamge.tuhl weaken und es zur 

Selbatbcsinnung fubren."6 It ta Hoaea•a oonoept or the 

suffer ing love of God that seems to have coloured hie mes­

sages of doom 1n this nay. Quell remarks: nn1es rF.ot1v 

der l ei denden ~otteal1ebe gibt allen Drohworten bet Hosea 

einen beaonderen Klang. 11 '1 

The punishment threatened 1n thts aeotion involves 

the loss of all blessings (212.3.s). and the removal of 

all idolatrous worship (2:6.7.11). These oalam1t1es will 

prove the futility of idolatry (2:6.7). and will leave 

Israel in miserable digraoe (2:3). In auoh a oond1t1on 

6Artur Weiser• "Dae Buoh der zwlh.t Kle1nen Propheten." 
in Das Alte Testament Deutsch• herauagegeben von Volkrnar 
Herntr1oh 1iDd Artur Weiser (dottinge~: Vandenhoeok &: 
Ruprecht, 1949). XXIV, 13. 

7ootttx-1ed Quell. "Die Liebe 1m Alten Testament•" in 
Theologisohea wSrterbuoh zum Nwen Testament. herauage­
geben von Gerhart Kittel (Stuttgart: w. icohl.ha'l'Jlrrler. 1933) • 
I• 32. 
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Israel w1ll acknowledge Jahwe as the only and ultimate 

source of all its material and spiritual welfare. The na­

tions of Egypt and Assyria wilil. be the 1natrumenta of God 

in t he execution of this judgemant (913). 

These and similar messages of Judgement (of. 5:81 14) 

have a salutary purposeJ this penalty 1s meant to be peda­

gogic e nd derive its mea:ni:ng from the ultimate purpose of 

Ood. 8 Hosea maintains that punishment is designed to re­

move those obstacles exi sting between God and His people, 

obstacles which himer true oommun1on with God in love, 

"Denn daa Ger ioht 1st nioht Gottes letstea Wort. Seine 

Gerecht1gke1 t fordert den Unterg&Dfh setn Erbarmen ver-
• 

langt den ewi gen Bestand."9 

The i mmediate purpose of this punishment is peni­

t ence, .fo:zo 11 daa Gericht 1st der Hebel um die Un1kehr zu 

el'JJK>gliohen. 1110 Hosea rejects all superf'1oial repentance 

designed a s a temporary measure to alleviate suffering 

am d i otreas (6:1-3). Only that repentance which i s ef­

fected by the power.till word of d1v1ne judgement is ef­

fecti ve and hence in accord with the divine love moti ve 

(6:5.6). Volz has this pointed remark on Hosea 6:5: 

8Rob1nson, .21!.• fil•, p. 57. 
9Paul Vols, Prophetengestalten !!!_! Alten Testaments 

(Stuttgart: Calwer Verlag. 1949), P• 175. 
10otto Prooksoh, Theolog1e des Alten Testaments 

(oiltersloh: o. Bertelmann Verlag, 1950), P• 161. 
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"Busse 1st Tod dea eigenen Lebena um Weaena., und dieser 

'l'od geaohieht duroh den Spruoh der Propheten.n11 

Divine love is pure and hol7J it desires a thol'Ough 

purification and a hol7 oontesaion. Hosea stresses thls 

1n his demand for heartfelt repentanoe. nereak up 70ur 

tallow ground" c'"'l") 0 'J ~ ~1 ~J), he exolalmed. Suoh a 

thorough transformation of lite la the inevitable reault of 

true repentance. Likewise he points to the oonfeaaion ot 

personal sinfulness and absolute rolianoe upon God1 a mera7 

aa s i ngular signs of this tl'lle repentanoe (Hoa. 1412.3). 

The penitent Ol'J' ot the sinner, "For in Thee the father­

less find meroy" (14:3), reveal■ that a knowledge of God's 

compassion prompted that or7. Compassion 1a that aapeot of 

the divine love motif wh1ob tlowa from Ood1 a yearning heart 

in order to ofter oomtort and aonaolation tor oonso1enoea 

stricken umer love•a pedagogic and diaoiplinary tuno­

tiona.12 The statement of Brandt ia pertinent in this oon­

neotion: 

Gott bat lbn 1.iloa·ea) auf den entaoheldenden Pl1nkt 
seiner freien Gnade ge.tuhrt, mit der er den ~reuloaen 
liebt und nioht den Gereohten. Das hebt nioht daa 
Wort vom Oerloht aufa aber der letzte Ton 1st ea 
Dioht. Das ns.mmt dem Buaawort seine aaharte nloht, 
aondern lasst ea 1m Gegenteil in seiner herzzerre1aaen­
den Gestalt aua der Glut enttauaohter Liebe hervor­
bringen.13 

11volz, 22• .!!ll•, P• 1'11. 
12Rob1naon • .22• ..!!!!.• • P• 5'7. 
13t. T!1eodor Brandt, Das Zeuft!:• U!, Hosea !!!!!! e2!, 

(Detmolda Tolle & Co., 194llr,° P• • 
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Hosea's presentation of God's judgement am man•a 

proper response, reveals not merely the divine will ot jua­

t1ae and retribution, but also the inexplicable and un­

founded love of God. From such a presentation the activi-

ties of' both energies are apparent. 
. 

Whether in warning, 

judgement, repentanoe, or d1soipl1ne ot any kind, this 

love motif looms as a reality in the baokground.14 

The Expression of' Divine Love as Courtship and Bethl'othal 

In the first part of' chapter two Hosea has depicted 

divine love in aot1ve coordination_ with divine justice. In 

the second part this activity is seen pr1nclpal17 in acoord­

an.oe wi th d ivine grace. 

Once Qga1n Hosea employs the t1gure ot the marriage re­

lationship. Courtship, that phase which nol'l!lally preoe4ea 

1111rriage, illustrates the active beauty ot divine grace in 

drawing the loved one to its boaom (2:14). 0 Theretore be­

hold I will woo her, I will bring her (baok) into the wil­

derness, and I will speak oomf'ortably unto her" (2:14). 

These are the \Vords that express the impulse of' divine love 

in action. The 1n1t1al i1);, indicates that a s1gn1tloant . , . 
thought u111 follow. The inferential l ~ ~ , however, is 

unexpected here. Nevertheless 1t reveals that divine meroy 

oan tlow even through human misery.16 It lnd1oates the 

1'°'Velser, 2.E.• J!U., P• '11. 
15aroffD, .22• ill•• P• 21. 
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Unity that exists between divine judgement and the aalva­

t1o~ or graoe.16 

The following part1o1ple i1 a. .;.a ~ :!l embraces the 
T •• .. • 

idea of gentle ardour and undying devot1~n.17 The noun , :n refers to the '1'11 lderneaa where Jahwe had . -
wooed His people 1n its youtb. 18 The oonoludlng phrase. 

J. ~ 1 !,). :' . , ?if'). } Y., "denotes a oomt'orting by aotion. 
• • I • 

by man1f"eatat1ons of love, through wh1oh her [Israel' a] 

sr1er is mitigated. 1119 Thus Hosea depiota in this verse, 

the unquenchable desire ot Jahwe to win baok the alle­

giance of' Israel. 

This impetus of divine love is not restricted- to the 

m1t1gat1on of grief, or more verbal enoouragement, how­

ever. This 1s an active love, a love that provides a new 

"Hellssohopfu:ng1120 \Vith unbounded blessings. renewed hope, 

and positive response (2:15). God will transform the val­

ley of trouble, Achor, into a new doorway of hope, and a­

rouse an active and grateful reaction in the heart of 

16we1ser, .22• .2!!• • P• 18. 
1'E. B. Pusey, The t!inor Prophets (Grand Rapids, 

Michigan: Baker Book,ro'use. 1950) • P• 36. 
18 

Brown, .22• J!!l• • P• 20. 
19a. F. Keil and Franz De11taob, "The Twelve U1nor 

Prophets," in the B1blloal Commentar7 on the Old 'l'eatament 
(Edinburgh1 T. and T. Clark, iOooj • P• 01-;- -

2
°'.ve1ser, j!,2• .!!ll.• • P• 19. 
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Iaraei.2 1 

This .moving reply to the divine manif'eatat1on of' love 

ia further emphaaized in verse sixteen. ~•etser aptly suma 

up the verse in this wayr 

Israel wird nun, ubel"IIUnden von der gottliohen Liebe, 
auch se1ners01ts dieae Liebe erwidern, ind.em ea ala 
liebende Ehefrau II Mein 11&nn" ( ,. '1/ .. 1' ) nimmt, r-1 
n1 oh t .. ~?-a- 1:11 e bis her " Me 1D Baal" ( ,: ;. ~ ~ ) • 2 

The name Baal became objeottonable because of its associa­

tion v,ith heathen deities. Aoaordingly the annihilation 

ot all other Baal names completes th~a picture ot this new 

era or sa lvat ion (2:1~). 

By using this analogy ot aourtship Hoaea baa empha­

sized t he poua•r- of the di vine love lmpetue. As a reaul t 

·the a ot1ve phase or the divine love motif beoomea more co­

gent . For the manifestation of this love involves not . 
mer 6l7 a persona l expression over against its objeot (2:14; 

14:1), but also a transforming and creative aotlv1t7 within 

this object C 14: 4a, :a:,15b, 16) • 

Upon the basis ot this new internal relationship a new 

covenant can be formed. Suoh a covenant 1a d1at1not1 ve, for 

it involves a union "der elnzig und allein aur der unbe­

sre1fl1chen Barmherzigheit Oottea steht.n23 This covenant 

cllt. -:'I ~ ) is absolute, aolel7 dependent upon Jahwe 

21iceil and Del1tsoh, .21!.• .2.ll•, P• 62. 
2~ie1ser, 9.J!• .!!U•• P• 19. 
23Brandt, .!:!a• .!J:l:.•, P• 53. 
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<IJ il ~ & 3=\ 1 :!) ) , and stands in antitheaia to the old oove-
·: --r • - .,. 

nant which could be rendered inetreotual through manta un-

ta1thtulnesa (6:7, 8:1). 

This covenant involves, first ot all, Israe11a aotive 

enjoJ"lllent 1n the harmonious new world order (2118). It is 

through the figure ot betrothal that Hosea discloses the 

idea of union involved in a special way. Thia covenant is 

to be a thing of divine beauty, an everlasting joy (2:17). 

Thia beauty, the beauty of divine love 1n its betrothal to 

Israel, is expressed by Volz in an unusual way. He wrltea: 

Der Eheherr trltt hervor 1n seiner herrlichen Gestalt. 
Er tragt ein Diadem, das m1t Edelsteinen geschmilckt 
1st, und d1eoe Edelateine he1ssen Reoht und Gerechtig­
keit , Huld und Erbarmen und Treue, und in dieser herr­
liohen Gestalt w1rd die Braut den Ebeherrn er­
kennen.24 

An analysi s of the structure of this covenant ex­

poses , 0 n as the central concept. 25 "Der Grum ton, auf' ... . : 
den das Gottesverhaltnis in der pred1gt Hosea abgeat1mmt 

1st, 1st die Liebe (7 S, fJ) J bier of'fnet der Prophet den 

Blick in Gottes 1nnerstes \"Jeaen. 1126 7 0 n is one of' the ... . .. 
specific terms for covenant love in tbe Old Testament. 27 

A study of just how Hosea uses this term Dl8J' prove useful 

24Paul Volz, Prophetenrstalten des Alten Testaments 
(Stuttgart1 Calwer Verlag, 949), P• m. 

25Robinaon, SR.• ill•, P• 49. 
26 Weiser, -2.e• .!!!!:.•• P• 21. 
27xorman Henry Snaith, The Diatlnotive Ideas of the 

Old Testament (London: The Epworth Presa, 1963), p79W-:-



at this point. 

The basic et'J'DIOlog1oal meaning of' this word , 0 r, la ... . .. 
"eagerness," "keenness.," but 1n the Hebrew it was 1n connea-

t1on with the covenant 1n partioular. 'ftlus it oame to mean 

"loving kindness91 and nf'a1tbfulneaa11 to those within the 

covenant. It is quite distinct f'rom ';\ J;, X wh1oh 1a the 
T • ~ -

tree and spontaneous elective love of Jamre (Deut. 4:37). 28 

The same fundamental meaning of' 1 0 n 1s also ev1• .,, •: 

dent in Hosea. Although Israel bad transgressed the cove­

nant (6:7)., and lacked , "n on its own part (6:6), the . •: ·: 

covenant love of Jahwe v,as constant. It 1s the persistent 

steadfastness of' this ,Qn that Hosea streasea.29 Iara-. -: . 
el•a rejection of God did not nulllt7 that covenant. love. 

On the oontrary., God's love arises ann to establish a 

fresh oovenant 1n order to express to Bia people thia very 

covenant love (2:19). 

The remaining features of' this covenant (2:19) are 

also valuable for detem1n1ng the precise meaning given to 

-r C? r,t in this context. These other f'eatuNa describe the 

various divine attributes whiah render the covenant imia­

aoluble.30 Righteousness ( P 1 '!I') and judgement 

( d, ';) uJ 13) are those attr1bu;e•···whereby God would k••P ,. ~ . 
Israel pure and holy, by removing any obataolea that might 

28Ib1d., P• 98. -
29Ib1d. , p. 108. -



aa 
1nJure the covenant rela t1onab1p. Likew1ae God wlll ahow 

meroy and oompaas1on ( tJ "' :?1 n , ) 1n view of Iarae11 a weak-. .. : -
neaa. Thus in no way oan the covenant be violated and de­

stroyed tor God's unf"alllng .tait~lneaa ( , O i1 ) la a 
•.fl · .-

oerta ln pledge.31 Thia lnaiatenoe upon the oonatanoy and 

oertainty of God's covenant love 1a a reaurring theme 

throughout the book ot Hosea. 

The oonsequenae of th1a union ia the true knowledge of 

God (2:20), a knowledge whioh w111 engender a oarreapondlng 

love, taithf'ulnese, and uprightness 1n the heart of man. 

Volz designates thla knowledge as 8 E1n zuaa1111emraobaen mlt 

Gottes Wesen und Willen, eln Erfaaaen Gottea um ae1ner 

Selbstm1tteilung. eln W:lsaen, daa ngleloh Gew1asen 1at.n·32 

Thus, 1n Hosea, the covenant love ot God both emraoea its 

objeat with constant atfeotlon and oreatea within ita ob­

jeot a knowledge that arouse• a reoiprooal aotlon. 

At this high point, the point where Hosea has delin­

eated so clearly the structure of God's oovenant, bowd 

by the unf'a111ng ties of -r ~ !J it la lnatruotl ve to refer 

onoe again to the i\ \ i1 1- SJ .J i1 X , the eleoti ve love of - --~ -
Ood, the motivating oauae of this oovenant love, and ulti­

mately also of the covenant itaelr.33 Hosea 1414 la the 

31Ib1d. 
32volz, S,2• Sl?.•, P• 168. 
3

3sna1 th, .21!.• J!!!:.•, P• 95. 


