Concordia Seminary - Saint Louis

Scholarly Resources from Concordia Seminary

Bachelor of Divinity Concordia Seminary Scholarship
6-1-1955

An Investigation of A Select Number of College Fraternities and
Sororities

Milan Alfred Nesko
Concordia Seminary, St. Louis, ir_neskom@csl.edu

Follow this and additional works at: https://scholar.csl.edu/bdiv

b Part of the Religious Thought, Theology and Philosophy of Religion Commons

Recommended Citation

Nesko, Milan Alfred, "An Investigation of A Select Number of College Fraternities and Sororities" (1955).
Bachelor of Divinity. 475.
https://scholar.csl.edu/bdiv/475

This Thesis is brought to you for free and open access by the Concordia Seminary Scholarship at Scholarly
Resources from Concordia Seminary. It has been accepted for inclusion in Bachelor of Divinity by an authorized
administrator of Scholarly Resources from Concordia Seminary. For more information, please contact
seitzw(@csl.edu.






| ' DRUEEE I ——

20
Full axecutivo powers have bsen granted to the grand 1odgé,

which is the ruling body of ths national fraternity.

LZota Beba Tau

Williaa H, Earchmor,; tho Assistant General Sascretary
of seta Beba Tau, sent tho followiny latter:

The information which you are asking for is ssoteric

and only available to members of our organization.

I bolieove that you willl find this wlill be true with

every social Iraternity and that on thils basis they

will be unable to furnish you with the Informatioen

you request.

Zota DBeta Tau was founded December 29, 1898, by a
group ol woun:; men atitending several universities and in-
spired by liabbi Gustav Gottholl, profovscor of Semitic languages
at Coluunbia Univoersity. It was an orgenization for scholars.
In 1901 the organization changed its original objectives and
became the plonsoer fmerican and Canadian college sccisl fra-
tornity of Jewish studonts. The frnhernity's ccntral oifice
is located at 12!/} East JOth Street, New York 156, New York.
There are forty active chapters in the Ifraternity, eleven
inactive. It has & total membership of 10,825. The fra-

tornity awards an ennuel scholarship at the Hebrew University

in Palestine and engages in a number of conmmunity and social

service programs.

O1pid., ppe 300-303.
T15id., pp. 306-308.
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Ths following fraternities of the Hational Panhellenic

Confeorence also declined to send theilr rituals,
Alpha Epsilon Phi

The Lxocubtlve Secretary ol Alpha Ipsilon Phl, Kaye
MeLaughlin, wroto mes

I regret Lo Inform you that there is a Naticnal Pan-
hellenic agroeement not to give out such information
without Cirst clearing through ths Natlional Panhelleniec
Conferencs, and thorefore I am unable to send you the
material you requested, I would su;;ast that you con=
tact the lational Panhellenic President directly, as I
am sure bthat you wlll pgeb no cooperaition from any one
of the momber OPUﬁﬂLZﬁtiCnS obtherwissc. Undor no cir-
cums Jnnc,n, hovwaver, will we bo able to send you any

part oo the Ritual, &s this is necvor shown to & non-memober.

Alpha BEpsilon Phi was founded at Barnard College,
Cetober 2l, 190G, by a group of women. The policy of the
national organization is Yo inaugurats national projects
such as a traveling library, scholarships at various colleges,
and an air camp and day nursery. After tho plonser work is
comple ted on theus projects, they are turned over to local
chhapters of the freternlty to continue the work started.
Alphe Zpslilon Phi is governed by a national councill composed
of five uembers elected at sach bieqnial convention. The
national office of Alpha Epsilon Fhi 1s located at 185 North
iabash Avenus, Chicego 1, Illinois, and serves as a clearing
house between olllicers and chuptars.. This sororlty has
thirty-three actlive cliapters, seven 1nacttva, and a

n 8 - <
totol memborship of §,042. -

81bid., pp. 337-338.
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Alpha Omicron Pi

Alpha Omicron PL, through its Lxecutive Secretary,’
lirss Jo Ann Hughes, sent thse following inf ormation:

Your request for the copy of a ritual is impossible
for me Go send to you. I am sure that no sororiby
will forward tov you thsir ritual as that matorial

is only for its own sororlty mombers. I also feel
sure that no sorority will tell you exactly what it
stands for, to use your ocwn words. asctually our own
sorority was founded for the sake of frisndship by
four very Tfine womon in Januaery of 197 at Barnard
Collesge. e are both eduwecational and philanthropic

in purpose and we support the Social Service Department
of FFrontier Nursing Service located in the hills of
Kentuchky. Iliore inlormation then that I cannot give tc
an outsider. I su_gest that you decide on another
topic for your thesiz as I belicve that you will
sgcure no information along the lines you outlined in
your aforementioned letter.

In another lettor, Lirs. J. Ann Hughes stated:

I am sorry, bubt ths National Panhellenic Conference

of' which we are mombsrs, has a ruling that no Constitu-

tion or By=laws of any of its member organizations send

same to any but authorizod proper authoriiies such

as colle ges whoere members of the Conf'erence intend to

place chanters or have chapters. Hence, we cannot

grant your requeste. ;

Alphs Omlcron Pi is the second fratoranity to be estab=-
lisbed at Barnard College. It was founded on January 2, 1597.
The government is vested in a council which is composed of
the threa living founders of the fraternity, the national
off'lcers, the district directors, the osresidents of active
and alunmae chapters; the alummae advisers ol active chapters,
the chairmen o. all national standing committses, ani the past
national presidents. Conventions are held biennially, the
place of' moeting being selected bf the governing body. The

convention of 1931 adopted as the natlonal philanthropic
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worlk the frontier soclzl service department Lo function in
the mountains of sastern Kentucky. The centrazl ofiice of
the fretoranibty is located at the ljth National Bank Building,
Sulte 1109~11, 1 Hast Fourth Stred, Cincinnati 2, Ohkioe.
The Cratornity has fifty-Tive zctive chupters, ten inactive,

l.o
end a tobtal memborship of 15,625,

Chi Omega

=]

Elizabeth Drer, Precidont of Chi Ouega, wrote me as

folliows:
All Grock~letber froternities and sororitles are
seereot fratornal ofLanlzat;ona and no mamber in

good astanding would thinlt ol ravea1’“' the Ffrae-

tornity Kitual to anyonee I thiniz it is air to

say that sororitises and fratornities are atteumpting

to utilize the dynamics that arise in group living

a,i 4ai ﬂact it into channels that wilill maks fur fine

erscnal ity development on the part of ths memnbers.

Chi Omegza was oranized at the University of Arkansas,
Aprll 5, 1695, by four women. The sorority has as its thome
the promotion of "Hellenic Culturs and Christisn Ideals.”
The alm of the sorority is to organize groups ol women ab
the college level of intelligence; that such groups must
stimulate crecative abilities upon which the progress ol a
civilizaition deponds; ani they they must ald in the presorva-
tion of bthe freedoms escential to the development oi' the
individual; but that such individual persons should ‘balance
intelligonce by experilsence in the social sotting of the

Eroupe Pho government of this sororlty is vested in the

9Ibid., ppe 346-348.
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convention, but durin; ths intervals between conventions this
power 1s delegated to the council composed of six memberse
Conventions are held biemnially. JFixed features of con-

vetions are round table discussions. A Gresk play, "The

Lorth Mother,” especially writton for Chi Omega, is produced
at each convention. The executive oiTice of Chi Omega is
located at 2245 Grundin Hoad, Cincinnati 8, Ohioc. The
sorority has 10l active chapters, two inactive, and a total

e o 30
merbership of I1,575.

Eigma Delta Tau

lrs. Loah Kartmann, Executive Sscrotary of Sigma Dslta
Tau, replied:

Wlo ares sorry but our ritual is a confidential matter

and 1t is given only to the neophyte. 'lhile we

epprocicte the assistance it might give you in writing
your thesis, we camot comply with your request.

Sigzma Delta Tau was founded at Cornell University on
March 25, 1917, by a group of women., In crganizing the
fraternity end in Tormulating its ideal and ambitions, the
founders were alded by linthan Caleb House, ritualist. He is
knovm as "Brother liat" and is the only man entitled to wear
the Sigma Delta Tau off'icisl badgs. Ths supreme or grand

council is composaed of four natlional officers selected

biennially at eunventions, and the reglonal advisers and

loIbido, PDoe 36&."367.
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committee chairmen appoinied by ths cheirman, Biemnial con-
ventions are held. & meeting of ths grand councll takes
place prior to the conventione In odd years, tha.grand
council alone meets. The national office of Sigma Delta
Tau is locabted at 1718 Sherman iLvenug Evanston, Illinols.
The fraternity has tweniy-Tive active chaptors, one inactive,
and a total membership of about {,000. The purpose of the
fratanni%y is:

To form 2 close social and fraternal union of those

cimilar ideals and to foster, maintain, and instill

such ideals in the hearts of its members as will

result in actions worthy of the highest precepts of
. %rue womanhood, demociacy, and humanitye++

llIbid., Ppe u21l=l}22,
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GHAPTER IV
FRATERNITIES CONTACTED (CONTINUED)

The Commission -on Fraternel Organizaticns of the
Lutheran Church--iiissouri Synod hes in recent years scquired
a number of rijuals of fraternitics and sororitiss. Hany
pastors have helped the Commi§sion gathor these materials,
The Commission granted me permission to use its files., Fron
these files I selected eight organizations whose rituals I
propose to examine. These fratornities are: Beta Sigma Phi;
Beta Sigma Psij; Delta Tau Delta; Delta Upsilon; Epsilon

Sizmae Alpha; Kappa Delte Phi; Phi Delta; and Phi Sigma Lambda.
Beta Sigma Phi

Bota Sigmn Phl was founded April 30, 1931, by Yalter W.
Ross. ™The [irst chapter was estsolishoed at Abilene, Kansas.
The organization became iaternational In scone with the Tirst
Canadlan chaster founded et Vancouver, British Columbia, in
1935. There are some three-thousand chapbters of Deta Sigma
Phi located throughout the United States, the Canadian Prov-
inces, Enjland, Scotland, Alaska, the Canal Zone; liswall,
Guam, and Cuba. The headquarters oi the Beta Sigma Phi are
located at 3525 Broadway, Kansas City, lilssouri. The total
memborship (including ths juniér ari’iliate organization, lu

Phi Mu) is 100,000 young womene .
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Beta Sigma Phl was created for youn; women in ssarch
of' social and culbtural activiby. It gives its mambers an

intimate Souch with many lives and many minds, a preacious

guard against nsrrowed friendships; an onriching, in-

tensifying, inspirabional expericnce in the appreciatisﬁ
and oenjoymont of the lliberal artis., It is sponsored by the
Educational loundation which acts as ifts business representa=
tive and guarantees 1ts national financial obligations. The
Hducational “oundation directs the founding of new'chngters.
It is a corporation organized under the laws of the state
of Missouri and its Hoard of Dirsctors acts as the Executive
Council of the sorority. Beta Sigma Phi unites young women
in fellowehip and friendship through its planned program,
with the ultimate alm oif making an art of living. The
idaals of the arganizatioﬁ are reprosented in its Latin
mobbu, "Vita, Sciontia, Amicitia)' which means Life, Learning
and Friendship. There are thres degreeﬁ in Beta Sigma Phi:
Pledgze, Ritual of Jewels, and Sxomplar.l The opening and
closing rituel Tor ocach mseting is as follaows:
Sisters in Beta Sigma Phi, here undor ths watchful
eye of Diotima, our Patron Saint, we pledgs ourselves,
anew to the ains and purposes of our glorious sister-
"hood; more Lolerance for our lfellow beings through a
better understanding of tiem; & clsarer and deeper

appraciation ol the cultural and finer things of
1ife for ocurselves; and a debtermination to give the

lista Sigue Phi, janual (Kansas City, liissouri: The
Sorority, 1933), De iDe
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best that 1s in us to our Sorority and to assist in
any and cvery way to ahed tho light of ocur talisman
thiroughout the world., (This paragraph 1s repeated
by the presidont whgm all members facs alfter thoy
have jolned hands).

The scrority prayer is ths formel closing and is
repeatoed by the president As the morbers stand with bowed
hsads. The prayer resds:

EZternal Fathar, Shepherd of the Stars, guide us that
woe may follow only the good, only the true, only ths
beautiful. Hold aloft to us the gniding torch of
wisdom snd help us to push on, undauwnted, btoward its
1izhte Illume our souls with thy wisdom that we in
turn may light the way Tfor thoss who follow us. IfT
% e road we teke =Zecoms obscure in duaty; give us skill
and grace to peve it with stars, to transmute the dust
into star dust, Grant us such clesrness of wvislon,
such swoetness ol spirit, such earnsstnssg of purpose,
ﬂ that we may follow the torch to our goal.

Beta Jlgzma Psi

| :
i Beta Sigme Psi is a natlional Lutheran social fraternity
|

. composed of Luthsran college students united by their religious

belisi's. The Traternity was orgenized and eztablished at

R ————

Champaign, Xllinois, in 1920. Similar organizations existed
at Purdue University andl the Univorsity oi* iiichigan. The
national fraternity was established at the University of
Illinois, dpril 17, 1925, to prowote a fraternsl society for
Lutheraen students at universiftles and colleoges. The objsct
of Bota Sizma Psi is: "to promote a fratoraity of Lutheran

| university and college students by providing them a home

21pid.

1dey Ps 46




29
which fosters spiritual welfure, inspires good fellowship,
maintains wholesome surroundings, maintains hignh scholarship,
and a sterling code of morals.” Ths government must bs in
accordance with the HNational Uconstitution of Beta Sigma Psi,
and is vestoed in a NHational Council composod of sight national
officors, and accredlted delegates from sach active and
a2lumni chapter. All communicant Lutheran male students, who
arc members of the Syncdical Conference oi Horth America, or

ubneran male students whose applications for. msmbership

L'I

have bsen approved by the student or resident pastor of
the Synodical Vonference of the college or university in
whichh they are enrcolled, and who are not mombers of any
secret soclety with religicus intent, are eliglble for
membership in Beta Sigma Psi. Beta Sigma Psi is not secrat.
However, the ceremonies for inltlation and pledging are
kept confidential and are more impressive. Pledgln: is a
trial puriod and not binding. If a pledge discovers that he
is not satisfiod, he may drop the pledge.h The pledgs of
Beta Sigma Psl is:

I hereby promise tc become a loyal pledge, Gto obey all

rules and regulatlions ol this scciety and af all tlmes
to conduct mysell as a Christlan gentleman.

hD - £ .
o Ae Lienemann, Your College Days (Lincoln, Nobr.:
Bota Sigma Psi, ned.), ppe 10-10.

SBata Sigma Pei, Pledge Book (3rd editlon; Lincoln,
Nebr.: The Fraternity, n.E.J, De To
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Delta Tau Delta

Delta Tau Delta was organized January 1, 1860, at
Bothany Colloge, VWest Virginia, by villiam R. Cumningham,
The fraternity has chapters at the Univorsitles of Michigan,
Minnesota, Colorado, llsslssippi, Goorgla, Tennessce,

-y

Virginia, and ¥Wisconsin, at Honsselaer, Tuits, lMassachusstis
Institute ol Technology, and Gornell. ‘In 1886 the fraternity
absorbed two chapter oif' ths Ralnbow fratornity, the first
soa thern college secrobt sccloty, founded at the Unlversity
ol uississippi in 1848, Deltn Tan Delia is governed by an
excecutive council comrosed of five alumi and four unders=
5
graduate membors, slected by convonition.
The prinmary purpose of Delta Tau Delta is to soerve as
& constructive adjunct to the system of higher education,
conbricuting to moral, spiritual, and soclal development of
ite members. The Lubtheran Witness ol Septewbor l}, 1951,
submitted the followings
The secret ritual of Delta Tau Deglta, for example,
contains references to "Hisros" and "Herwes,” despite
the fact that this frutornity uses a Uhristian prayoer
which clozes with the words: . . . through the
writs of Jesus Christ, our Lord, to whom,; with Thee,
ve ascribe all honor and glory fcrever. Amen.”

During the coremony the pledgse iz told that " - e
no true Delt in any sense ever retraces his stepa from

'

6A1bert G. Stevens, ed., The Ciclogaadia ol Fraternities
(2nd edition; Hew York: L. ﬁ. Treat an ompany, »

. PPa 353-35’4-.
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the altar where he reglstored his fratornal vow."

To indicate this, the pledge wmust turn to the »ijht
after those words were spokon, He 1s invested with
a grip. "The Grip," says the ritual, "is the
special credeantial of a Deglt and is one of our most
important and carofully guarded secrets.” To insuro
secrecy, the inlitliate 1s forcod to take an oath.

The secret oath of Delta Tau Dalta? founded in
Virginia in 1958, reads as follows: "I, « & « .
(name) « « oy in the presence of Almighty God and
those witnesses,; do hereby and hereon most solemnly
and sincerely aflirm, declare, promise, and swear
that I will ever maintaln inviolate and kesp the
secrets and mysterics of ths Delta Tau Delta fra-
ternity; thet I will honor and cbserve its customs
and obey its rules; that I will never, knowingly

or intentionally, wrony cor injure said fraternity

o' any member thereof; that I will ;ive Dzlta Tau.
Delta lifelong allsgiance, sorvice, loyalty, and
love, upon Lrue and conscientious performance of all
ef which, without hesitation, equivocation, or mental
evasion, Tully accepiting the same, both in letter

and in spirit as officielly Interproteod ani under=
stood, I pledge my Tfalith, my veracity, and my sacrod
honor. So help me Godt"

Deolta Upsilon

Delta Unpsilon was formed at ¥Williams College, YWilliamse-
towvn, Hass., on November l, 1834. The fraternity was known
by varicus names. Some ol the names were Sccial Fraternitiy,
Bguitable Fraternity, and Ouden Adelon. In 18580 tho official
name, Delta Upsilon, and tho motto, "Fustice our Foundation,”
were adopied. Ths government of the Craternity is of a
swolold charactor. All members of the Ifraternity are members
oi the corporation and heve a right o vote every throo years
through their respective chapters for a chapter representa-
tive, who is called a trustee. The trustees, sixty-one in
number, select {ifteen dircctors Irom their number and chooss

such officers as are designated. Ths fraternity has sixty

. ™
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active chapters, four Inactive, and a total membership of
36,911 living and dead. Dolta Upsilon has as its object
the promoctlion of fri:ndship, the developmont of character,
the diffusion of liberal culture, and the advancement of
justice. It is a non=sccrat Lfraternity. Ths mottc of the

fraternity is "Dikail Upotheke," wihich means "Justice, our

Foundation." The fraternity's motto'ls public; there is no
grip and no secret password. Ita constitutlion and the
rocords of' lts convenitions hrve always been public while
only w'thiﬁ recent years this 1s true of the other fra-
ternities, CStrangers are not usually edmitted to chapter
meetings, but bthere is soldom rezson for their admission.
In a word, the decent »rivéecy of most business and social
organiz tions is observed as a matter of custom instead of
oathe Hor many wears the raternity has admitted its mem-
bers through an inliltiation ritual, which, while no more
sceret than the rest of its material, is nevertheless
genarally considered a purely private affair, though non-
memberse cccasionally are presente.

In the order of initiation the cheplain offers the
following prayers:

Almighty and evorlasting God, Who didst Inspire our

Tfathers to establish this Fraternity upon justice for

its foundation; Grant unto us in our day such a love

for truth and justice, such a desire for righteous-
ness, and such a lmowledge ol Thy will as may enable

Taairdls Manuel of Amsrican College Fraterniities,
edited By Horold Je Baily (1oGh odit:onj lenasha, wisconsin:
George Banta Publishin; Company, 1949), pp. 159-162.
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us to be Just in all our dealing witH sach other

and with the world, and to live worthily of this our
Fraternity. May this brotherhood, founded upon Thy
laws and for the setting forward of all high and noble
ideals, enjoy Thy continual favor an:d be to us and to
those who now enter its fellowship a constant ssurce of
strength and happiness;, and an uni'ailing means for ad-

vanc ing all Ehat is right and trus, through Christ our
Lord. Amone :

Epsilon Sigma Alpha

Bpsilon Sigme £lpha is an international educational
and socisl sorority. The first chapter was installed in

Jucksonville, Yuxas; on September 13, 1929, During the next

[¢]

eloven ysare the orgenization continued to grod, but tho
prograss was slow considering the opportunitics which the
sorority oifered. In 1941, E. Robsrt Palmer, educator,
philosopher, lecturer, became tho head of tho organization
and since that time Epsilon Sigma Alpha has oxpandeds In-
toernational hoadquarters are located at Loveland, Colorado.
The orgenization has thirty-seven chaptoers in the United
States and mpmbers throughout the world numbering 20,000.9
lire Doy Y. Hahn, Hxtension Director of Epsilon Sigma
Alpha, in a letbter to Dr. Paul M. Bretscher, states:
" The eims of the soclety 2re the development of

character, and sducation aloag the lines of the social
graces, arts, and ssli-=reliance; combining the

Spo1ta Upsilon, Rituel of Ipitiation (New York: The
Frateralty, 1937), pp. 10-1l,

9 Siems Alpha, The Story of Epsilon Sigma ilpha
Bpsilon Sigme Alpha, The ory o :
(Loveland, Coloe.: The SoroPitys Melds)s DDe I—T.'“%TFﬁtﬁg'“
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