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CIUt?TER I 

Ilf'l'RO.!.>U ~l1 I OI{ 

Thie paper at ·i;e1npts to investi gate somG widely Jmonn 

college r~atorniti es and sororities . Basically t hore a r e 

two k i nd s or fraternal or ·anizati ons on American collee e 

cam,,us oa . T,,ey are celled f raternit y- nnd society. Th e !'ra­

'i;crnity 01 ge.uizoG tho social 11.i'e oi' i t s 1nembc1"s t o pr otnote 

t h e:t::.. .. educ ntional objec~ivas . The societ y is a:_ ass.ociation 

rat!lo • t han an or.;;an ization, and :functi ons solely to rec os­

nizo c lu.e·11001ont or 5.nterest :ln aotao :field oi' e ducat!.on. 

T -llJ i"ro.tern tty, \'rheth~r f or men Ol" .·,ome:m--thol.\,.)1 rraterni­

i;i es f or uo .. en al"e still co111111onl y- !mown as soro~•it:i. s --is 

from t he non- pro!' ssicina l a ml n on-voca:t i o n al depa.i."tmon'cs of 

Thd t"II'Oi'cssional :f'reternit;v d if!'er:.. frou the 
~ ------

gcncr ... 1 f'1 .. eternity in onl y one res poct. i n t ,1at it s tJl e c"ts 

all :t ts me1ab01•s .f'1 .. ot'l stud.on t s p UFsuin t ho same prol ' ssio11al 

or voc at:.ona.l coUFs e a11u o::..·-..;anizas thei r social lii'e in 

a r mony with t heir s pecific and common educational i nteres t. 

Tha soc :Lal i'raterni·i;ies stress the individual's r elations 

to and ·,.-fitj'l h i s rello\:rs a.nu t o t he br.-,up as a whol e . 

\.re now g ivo £ 01,inal de!'ini t ions ot: t he s e vc.:11"al catee;o1"1es 

of .frut c1,n i t ies and :::oc ietios. A social c oll e ... o. .fraternity 

is a mutually-e::itc lus1ve., seli'-pe:.--pe'"t.\ ·tin"" group ·1hich 
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ore;au iz e c th s ocia l 1 1 f o or its emi:>ers in accX"e rlited 

colle •e s and Wl1vars:lt1o s a s a co:1.tributi ng i'ao t or t o t heir 

educ at _onal r ogram and dr ,·1s it::i inen1be ship pri mnri l y from 

t; 1e un1er l"Dd ue.te b ody or t l".a insti i;uti o • A ;'!r oressional 

:f'ra.te ri-ii ·iit l s a S!>ec i aliz sd f'r .... ter•1:i. ty \7h5.ch confina a its 

mAcnl>e1 .. s lli p to a ?>Oc i fic f ie1 · of' • rofe:rn i on a l or ,, o cat :tcnal 

ed•.wation in accrocl:i.tetl .. colle es ol .. unive .. sitia s. It ma in­

t ains mutualJ.y - a. elusive mambe. ·s h ip in t . o.t p1,oi'e ssional 

fie l d but may i n i t S.a -ce m m al'"S or tho s oc i al collor:;e fl"'a-

ter n5 . .. i us a n ho1101 .. s oc i t:r t akes i n on l y t hose ·::ho are 

quali f i ed s c ,1vl t at i cal l y and h u v · dis t in uis hed t he ms.3l ves 

in some .i' :le l d 0£ educs.t ion and c uJ.ture . 1 

This theois deals with soci:,.1 an, :,ro1'essional 1'rater­

n i t ios . I rill i'ir s t disc u ... s t h.e or ic:,in an.j h istory of' 

c oll--~a :f'l'.";lte ... nit i e s and soror_tios a nc_1 t 1o i r :meral or.,;ani­

zation . In tr;o furt.1or c h a_ ter s I will discuss somo f'ra­

ternitio s on t ha basis or t heir const i tution, t heir by-la\"1s, 

and tiu>il" r i tualu f ol" :..h e p urp ose or f'el'"retin·· out; \·111atever 

ob j e c t i mi.ablo relig :tous l'eatu ras they may have. In a .final 

c hapt er I \°Ti ll atte opt, on the basis or t he ovidonce found, 

t o evalu..:.te the program an1 purpose of' college !'l'"ater ni ·ties 

and SOl'"Ol"i t i e s. 

1 Ba i rd' s ?Ja11us.l o:f' Arno1•ican College Frut13rnities, 
odited b y Harold J. Bill y (l;;th edition; ,lenasllu, Wisconsin: 
Geo1•ge Banta Publishing Company, 1949), .PP • !)7-59• 



CliAP'l'ER I I 

HI:: TO: Y A D OR lt.tJIZA IOU OF F t\TEt?NI !i~I S 

Secx•et societies have boon one o!' t_1e most e f' .:'e ctive 

r.ietLods ol.' m,aetinJ t ho need of' nian !'or c e .. · t a i n c lose and 

intima t o o.ss oaiati ons outside of his :f'e.mil y Gl"cup . In 

p 1• c tically all ancient c iviliza·t ions -.;heso i'rate::•n:i.tie s 

throvo and exerl;~ a oueI'i'Ul in.i'luonco up on t lJe thou.;;ht 

o.ncl l ives 01' :>eople. 

Uany details o!' the r i tos, p urposes, and ideals oX a 

St')C,_.et order h:lv o n ot been recorded. But by p i a c:i.ns to­

nethi>l' bits of' 3.n rormat:1011 f'l~om many d11':f'orent so lroo3., 

as tlomsr•, iforodotua., Socra t s , Plato, Aristotle, Pythagoras, 

I r i.3 t i deo , and C ioer~, we can get a t ail' idea of nhat t hese 

::rncret eoc ieti e s stood for . A paruntly th:3 oldest r oc ordod 

i'ratom al 01•r..;anization was the ona built about t 10 so-called 

myste ioa or Isie a nd Osiris ·1hich :t'lourishecl in "'gy-'"' t at an 

e arly da te . It a ppe ars ~hat these myoteries may have set 

the pattern in Greece t.'ol"' the rioe m1.d development oi' such 

mys :;el .. i o s .9. s th l eus i n i an ,. Pythusorean, ancl othoi .. s. During 

the , iddle A0es th.e r e floUl'"isha d in •'ur opo many guilds uhich 

f'unctloned more or 1 ss as i're.ternitie s. Thora ,:1e1"e the great 

ol"f;D.nizations oi' the I<:ni hts Te •pl.ar, Alchomists, the 

Rospital.lers or St . John, t w Como.c ine r.tas t oz•s, ar,.d th:, Fr'1e 

tiasons. There is a romote p ossibility t hat t_ e ritualism ot 

these orders may have a looso connection with ·the myateries 
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,;,t • tll.e anc ients . Accm•din:5 t o ,{o.son ic l i t e 1."2.ture, t ha !f&e.r 

1600 ma~kod tho split of· Aa sonry i nto oparnt1ve an spacula­

t in> i aeonl"J"• Th is do.te ma:; a lso signc.lize i;ha spli t betr:eon 

a.nci -nt ::ind rno:.lern types o i'ra to:im1l orders. 

The .asons soon became t ha most : c tivs oecret soc iety, 

an this rr~to~ni ty evor since bas baen tb.e ~tt rn f or ot.ers 
1 

to im:t to.ta .·· Tbs change i'1:"om an ope:..•a t i ve t o a r r ate:.'"nal or 

p cul a tive societ:1 i a i'r e q a · ntl y called t 10 l"ovival or 

Froe1nasonry .fol' t he reason t hat t m.1gh tiw w de ine.; of the 

aco?o of t~ e s uil ds ne·:; li o and a c tivity e'!'lt e r ed i n to tho 

or f'a•:ilzation. This u i deni .;I c... t he s cope o:f t he guil s ,1e.s 

·t he admi t t i ng of men of' a ll pl"""ofessions , pl"'o,; icled the y we:;,,•e 

a ce_:,te untl ini tiatld "Jy the organi zati cn. T: en follo,·ed 

·t o .t'or,r..u'cion of a. ..; ovor ni~l t:; c enter or Gr2.m1 Lodga \7h1ch \'ras 

esta 1 sho,l on J une 2!~, 1717, 1n Lon · on. England . Ander2on•s 

Cons t5. tutionu publ ished i 1 1738 c ont a ins the accou.'"l.t of the 

formuti no t ho Grand L otl ~ a of ~naland. Little is knmm or 

i.ih a c t i v i ties of thia n ew G-1.,..and Lod e durinc t ho first .rsw 

years of its axistence an, n othi ne see ms to have boon done 

a:1.th or to stablish or p opulari~~ t 1e Cra:rt. The Gr and Lodae 

~ I . • t • 2 exGrc i " ed aut:1or:lty over i:;rie l,ason m e .:.n s . 

' Tlw r e have been sever:11 ex:;,os!ls or t asonr)r. but t ha one or 

:oreatest s :lgni1 icance i s tb.o so-celled l. 01, gan e ;: ose 1 of 10)8. 

1\Jilliam n. •~nidol.ar. !h!_ Da v lopment g!. Frntornit;v 
(Ox£ord. Ohi o: Phi Kappe Ta u Con~r 1 O ·r-Ice. 1951). PP • 1-2. 

2Del1uar Dutlne o .. ,rrab, Hist01 .. :v:, ~ Evolution .2,!:, f.:.~!­
masonr:v: ( uh icago. Ill.: Ch :.trles T. Povnwr uompany. 1951). 
P!'> • 91-91~. 



William t organ, a membor o :f the J:iaaonic or{;aniza t ion. was 

his hl. 01·f ondad when h is name ·1as onii t ted l'rom a na';it~on 

\'ihich he s ~sn ed :vegardinfj t 1.a :fol'ID.Ftion of a Royal l"ch Chapt e 1"• 

Thus 1e turned a gainst the i'rate1•nity. Allyine him el.f 'Jith 

D~vi O.. : il l e r , a 1:oc al 11ews p!lpe1" ms.n who had be en.. stopped 

by objection .from clim ing the r&nks o r !aso,,r:,r,. he be -:in to 

p ubl :i sh an expos e' o f ' t oo .rra ... erni ty. I organ d isapp~ared 

a n h i s abduct i on still re:uains unsolved. 3 

Al el't G. Maclcey0 a not ed authority on r.1aso r.y s•~a tes: 

" Mor._,a."l. i,11.bl i shed in 1826 a Pl'"etended E:x_po.si t ion d r..asonry ."4 

.. o :e .. rer # in h i s book., The P..~vel o,,men~ .9!. Fraterni_~7.., 

Dr. Shidelev ot ates: 

Since it is 3enerally lmpmi, it is not ..;ivin.; any 
s oc ... ·ots to say t ~at most o~ t he :ri tuals of colle8 0 
£ratern itie~ ar e based more or le~ directl y upon the 
old i. 01"gan exp ose ' or the Hasoniu ritual 1: s · be.fore 
stated. I n many cases oven the 9hl~a s olo . . of the 
obligation is p _e s orved in g i•eate:r• or loss dotail, 
and th.is is so not o n l y in the c n::;e of collo5e !'ra­
torniti es., b u t i n t ho case o!' rival f ai;erna.1 or g an iza­
ti o ::i Stich as ths n · ·ht a of Pythias, t ho O d Fello-.rs, 
a:i.l others . The genornl ,_acho.n ics., 1Jr\·r1at you might 
cnll the i'lool." work, oi' t he i n itiation ce1'"0mony, is 
cop i cl with · ·l"et1 te:r- or l e as i'idel i t y , :ind the en r o.l 
• hilosophy evE:Jloporl is very si i l,11r. · 

Ori~ inally coll ego· f'raterni ties had only- very sim;:1le 
i n itia tion c e r emonies., a 1d l ittle or nan of t h e elab­
orate ritunls t :bey 1-iuve t odc.y . Dr. J ra:par i,cSurely, 
one o r t he e arl ie1• members of Bot a Theta Pi ., told me 
t i:lo.t i.1 his stu.dant ·ays-- lie.mi, 1 8,$,2-18S6--the g1'"e a.t ost 
s e c rets of' o. .rratei .. nity \"1er e its c onstitu·~ i ut"l and its 
t11ee ti p lace., i1i th grip, iailing sign., a nd pas.mord 
socondar7 . And even in my own s tudent da~s t he Gl"-PS 
o~ most ~raternitiuc 1ere rather. general lo1o~l ed~e. 

3~., PP• 23.$-2lt.7 .. 

~l\lhert G. I/iach:,y , " Mo1.,e a ,, \'Jilliar.i.," fL..!! Encyclopo.od1a 
o l F reemasonry and Its Kin red Sciences., edited by Charlos 
if: IacCl. .. n acllan ( Phil a d alph:la, Pa.: L. H. Evarts c.:. Company,, 
1864-), P • ,508. 
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Rituo.lc a p irent l y s re,":' very gradually. and az-e uced 
to OJtl')ross i n more or less d1"amat .. c allegorical for -the 
basic principles, i deals, and · spira tions or t . e ~ra­
t ez-nity. Commonly t he c andi :le.te pas!..e ... throu.sh t he t h ee 
degree:. or lcni :.' thood, or s e ar c hes ror the ,iol y Grail, 
or 0 00s l\pon a. s mil er t ype or holy p i l Grima,;e , or some­
t hing or the sort. Or he may-, as i n t he anc1snt X'ites 
e.nll 1r1yste1"ios 11 e.1.p-ari ence $ ;;t,Ibolic •l~ath a d rosm~rec- 5 
t ion, as is most ~ramatically done i n a~ l e st one case. 

The - llt>r:J.can collage :C'raternity systam beean wi t h the 

founding or ?hi rleta ·a pp a a t l illiam a nd ary Col~e-o, 

Dec o1nher ;i , 1 176 . It v,as a secret f'r uterni ty o.ncl 1•emai ned so 

un~i l 1831. ~ he reek letters are t h e Xi~st letters of the 

Greok 101 .. ds Pr lo~ooh !_,_ ~ ~ubernetes , t ha t is, "Ph iio­

sopp.y t he ilot .( G1,1ide ) oi' Lii'e . 11 Tr..e ·reek patter n 1.1,-;.s 

cnosan e c auso of the respec~ and admiration o~ t h e founders 

i.'01 .. the beauty, ·the slniplicity, the d isc ipline, and the per­

fection o:r t he philoso phy o:f t he ancient Gi•ee ks:, a..T1 ideal 
C:, 

to·,c.rd which t ey should ever atr!ve . 

, \:f t 0r a l. _ost .rive decades in \1hich Phi Be t Kap a ex-

_ ari enced no com,ecit i on, othe r fraterniti es came into 

a:dst ence . Tho fir st reat inurease in rrut e I1n1ti os occ ur-ied 

duri11.3 the t1 irty ycai.. o e f\JI" e the Civil \Jar. Dalta Up silon 

\7BS f ounde d i; ove111bor -1-, • 834, a t \"Jilliams Colleg e . :(n the 

Autumn or 182!5 Kapp a Al ph a was :f'o1 .. med at Union by J olm HunteI" 

an d othel" membe ... s or tlw cle:1s s o't: l ti26 . l pha De l ta Phi 

placed a c hapter at Yale i n 183b, a nd in 183') Psi Upsilon 

pl nte d a rival c hapt er at th s ume s chool. Del ta Kappa 

5s hidelar, .2.e,• ill•• P• J. 
6I bid., • >. 



·r 
Epsilon wa.s fou.ncled at. Ynlo in 18!µ~ an pl a cod bra11ch 

c ba p ~ers in otb 1 .. colle G':l:... . rn 1 8!i.7 t.h e f'1:rst ?Jew Yo:rk City 

rraternity , Zeta rsi., was t a.1nded at the Univo-sit~ of the 

City o~ l ew Yor k (now New York Un1v or nity ). In 18!~9 Delta 

Phi plac ed a chaJto:r a t the University of Pannsyivania. 

Sig ma Chi \vas the thil .. d .fJ?a t erni t y Ol"i ;.nating a t Uiami., 

and Bet a Theta Pi, Phi Dal ta Theta, and Si •(11a Chi. i'zao11 

t he:lr nome and birthpl ace called t he 11.tiiawi T r i ad0 
11 s pr e ad 

ove r the V est and tiou th as tha members q.f t he Union Triad 

had sprea.d ove.1.• t he B3si;e1'n st., t os. The secon d Southern 

fra·tern ity , S:i.!Sma Al pha .t::p s:i.l on. \'l ElS .founde d at the Un:i.vor-

s :.. t y o f Al eb~rna in 18,56 . 7 A further incl"ease f'ollowecl that 

vrur. .Phi Kappa· was i'oundocl at liop e Colle :•e on Oct obo:r 1., l 069 . 

Tl o i.a Xi -::1as .found e d !.tt Rensseluel" Polytechnic Institu t e, 

J.p :ril 2h 186!1-. At th:> Vir~ inie: lai l i tal"Y Institut e . Loxing ­

tnn, Virginia., Al _ he. ')~au Ome ga w, a or 11 in l:865, K:.ippa Sig1na 

Kappa in 1667, and Si gtna Uu in 1869. In 1667 Al pha Gamma 

o~igina ted at Uumborlo.nd Univer sit y .
8 

The t wontieth- century 

.1itnessed a f'urther e.·pa."lsi?n of f'rater111tie s., Alpha Epsilon 

P i 't7as foundecl at d err Yorlc Univ e •sity , :i.1 ovarooer 7, 1913, 

SiG111a Tau. Ga mma at Central Mi ·s aouri State Colle a. '• arl•ans-
. 

burg , Missouri, Ju11e 2 b ,, 1920, Alpha Epsilon Phi at Bernard 

Collei;e, Oc:t;ober 24-. 19 09 , and S:l~nia De l ta Tau a t Cornell 

7Baird• s l.ianuai 9 '£ lunei•i can College Fx•ato:-ni t~es, 
edi -cc'3d by Harolll J. Ba i ly ( l ~th edition; f;.en~s~a• ~J isconsin: 
George Banta Publ ishin6 Compans·., 19J.i,.9)., PP• 4-;,. 

PBrl'ZLAFF MEMORIAL LIBRARY 
CONCO.P.t,',~ Si-:t ,:i~" .hY 

5'1". LO!.i1S, lwi.O. 
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Un ivers ity-11 I,iarch 2;;, 1917 . Bot h Worl d 7 rs .:;, v rurt wr 

i mpetu~ t o t he r o~th oi rratorri1t i os. Si ce 1945 f ra­

ternit i es n ded many new ch.a t e1•a . 

I n our day rra t ar nitioc oo.~e eeply rootod in t i .aa 

i t , encl have deve loped :fi er c ol y cl:ma mic loyal ties . Fr a­

ternitie s have a aurp~ising v it~lit y , and re now f ar­

s t r onber than evoz, ber o e . • cc·or ding t o t he l a\7 Yox-lc 8::' i rnea 

t here aro at present ovo12 1 , 1 00 , 000 ac tive marnbers in col­

l o i_;,o !'1, atern 5.tlc s . OveI" a. mil l i on or t hem s. e ex-o. :i:.' a. 
9 

Th re ~:ve 59 n at i on a l i'I":1t er ni t:tes h .,vinz 2o 00 ac i ve ch ap t e r s . 

In t he year 1 910 t he 1at _onal I ntar!'ztat er nity Conference 

:1as f'oundod . ~•-'his Con i"erence limit s i t s member sh i p t o men ' s 

gen r a l co ll c;o fi•a tern i t i e s devot ed t o .!'ru.t o t>n i t y ideals, 

nu i on ul ns d i sti nct £rom local, a d of s uf ficient age . and 

standin~ t o have a con s i dar ~b l o number or chap t ers runc t i oni ng 

b y t he mainta i nanca of f r aterni t y hou ses . Profess i onal f r a­

ter n i t ie s a11d honor societ i es ar e not eli ~i l e . The polic~ 

oi' th~ Con.forence is to limit its i'w1ctions to s t udy and 

d i s c u s e i~n oi', and adv i c e to , fraterni t ies i n e.n adv i sory 

c . p a c;ity. A i'1'"at e r nit hav i n G i'ull membership i n t'1e Con-
10 

ferenc e is allowed one vote. 

9shideler, J?I!• ill•, P • 3. 
1 0 , !2!,g., PP• 03-70. 
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In 1915 t h e National Panhelle nic Conrerenca wa s 

e s ·i'.iahli shed nto muintuin on a h 5.gh plane fraternity lir e and 

interfrater n ity r elationships; to c o p ~r a t a with college 

authorities in thei~ e f fort to main tain h i gh social a.~d 

s c hol~stic s-candur d s t h roL1. ·hout the wh ole college. a t1d to 

b e a r o~ um £ or t he dis cussion or questions or interest to 

t he college and frateru i t y ,.vorJ.d. n The Panhellanic Con­

£a1"enc e i3 empor, a r od to mclce recommendations to ine111ber 

!'re ·i;ern i·t ies . Tho Panhel l enic Creed, 'lihe Interrraternity 

Compac t , and t h e St andards of Ethical Gonduct have come into 

existenc e throu~h s uch rec oramennations . 11 

Th<:) f' i rst s tep towa;r,d an orgenized g ove mment i ;1 most 

:rro.ternities was ·t;he sel ection or on e chap~er . to bo \"!hat v:a s 

cal led ·iiha 11 ,r andH or " presid in1J1' clle.pter. ·rhis chapte1'" was 

s uppos 3d to be ·the r epository of .fi,cts froni wh i ch o t hel" 

c h upter s m::i.gh·i,; der i ve i11:Corin:.1 t ion., and t o e the g overning 

body ol' t he f'ratornity . It .. -.:-as t o b e sui.J ject only to t be 

dir ect ion o1: the ass embly or dele g ates :rrom ·t he chap ters., 

termed the converrt .i.on, and was to preserve and maintain some 

s ort of s e ttle d policy in t h e administra tion o~ fratern ity 

a :Cf a irs. t ·hen fraterni~ies held conventions., authority o:f.' 

all lcind s was ves ted in t h at body during i'l;s sessions. This 

plun was used until after the Civil Wer. But i t wus not 

adeque te to supply t h o wa1'ltE' o:f a g1'"0\'li 11S ort3anizat~on. A 

new system of overnment appea.r•ed.. The comrent1on still 

11 
~•• PP• 319-321. 
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1. Frate~ 1itios bolongin ~ t o t he Nati nal Interf rat ar i t y 

Con£9~ence: Alph a Ep~ilon P i~ Del ta ?hi, De l t a T a u Delt a, 

De lta Upsilon, Phi Kappa, i gma Tau Gamma, Theta Xi, and 

Ze ta Be·t; a '.C a i ; 

2 . Fro.Ii rnities b ~J.on 1ng to the i'J£1.ti onal ?anhellcnic Oon ­

.f'e reni.;e : Al pha Epsll.on P h i:, .1. l pha Omicz,on P i , C :.i 0Moga, 

and S i ;;lno. Del t a Ta u; 

3 . li'ratern i t i os not bel.on. "ing t o the above con!'e1 .. enees: 

Bot& Slur.ta Phi , He a S:i.5me • .?s:1 , illpsi lon Si.-·ma 'l..l pha, Kappa 

Dal t a Ph i , ?hi Del t~, . n ?hi S'" g 111a Lambda. 



Oi-~AP'l'ER III 

FRA'!'EilMITI 1:S OOHTAC r ED 

S :tnce otll" Synod is conce r ned t l-.a t i t s raem· e rs do not 

affilia·te ·.vlth or ·an iza t i ons ,·1hose l'"elig ious bel i o t s and 

prac tices v iol ·i.e i;ho teach i n g s of our Church; and since most 

oi'ten t ho r i tual s of .:. r a t e rnal. or6 e.nizati0'11S expl:J.ci t ly con­

t a in objectionabl e r eli ious r eatures, it is necessa~y t hat 

t hoso ritual s be examined. Therefore I pave made erf orts to 

c ont a ct s ome .fratar11i t ies and sorori t es t o gain acce ss to 

t h ei1" ritual s . I c o.:umlted 1'aird 1 s ~!!! g! American Colleg e 

Fi:--utei .. n:itios., tho !'ifteent h e d iti on, p ub lis he d by George Banta 

PubJ. i sh 1n3 , om1,any i n 1911.9, for names a11d addresses of t hese 

org aniz a tions. Thi s book lis t s, a :nong many, t h e i'ollor.ing 

!'rat tt.rn i t i a s and soro.r i t i s a: 

1. Frat erni t ies b e long i ll(i to t he N·tional Int orfrater nity 

Con.1. e.re n c e: Acacia., Al pha Ch i Hh o 0 Alpha Del~lia Phi, Al p ha 

E psilon P i., Al:pha. Gamma Hh ,o., "-lpha Kappa La111bda, Alph a Phi 

.Uol'.; e., Alph a S :i.i;tna Phi»· .l\.lp ha Tau Omeg a, Beta Sigma Rho, Be ta 

Theta Pi0 C.:lli Pi, Ch i Ps i , Del t a Chi.,, Dal ta Kappa J:psilon, 

Delta Ph i , Del t a Psi0 Delta Sigma. Phi, Delt a Tau !)el t a., Delta 

Ups 'llon, .F'armhouse., Kappa Alpha Orclol",. Kap pa Alpha Society, 

Kapp a Del ta Rho, !Cappa Nu., JCapp.a Sigma, Lambda Chi Alph a., Phi 

Alpha, Phi Delta Thota, Phi Epsilon Pi, Phi Ga~ma Delta, 

Phi Kappa, Phi Kappa Psi, Phi Kappa Sigma., l'hi KapJla Tau., 

Phi Mu Delta., Phi Sigma Delta• Phi Sig ma Kappa, Pi Kappa Alp ha., 
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P i Kappa Phi, Pi Lumb a Ph 5. , Psi Upsilon, Sia ma Alpha h:ps i l.011, 

S i ~ tnt\ Alpha Mu, S i •·ina •Jh:t, ~ i 16ma t!u:i Sic ma ?hi:i i Gma ?hi 

Epsilon, S i e;111a P i., 'l':iu .Jol ta P h:J.. , Ta1.1 Epsilon Phi ., 'i'au Kappa 

Eps i lon., Th ta Ch i., The t a Deli.a Clli, Theta Kap pa Ph.t. , 'lhota 

Xi~ Tria n J le, Zeta Bota Tau, and Zeta Psi ; 

2 . Fraternities baJ. . ,g i n g to t he N· t i ont\l Panhelle n ic Con-

i'erence: l pha Ch5. Omega, t~1 ph llel ta Pi11 Al pha Gamma Del ta., 

.til pha Oanic:r>on Pi, ' l pha Phi, Al pha Xi Del ta, Bota S i 1ma 

Ottt c ron , Ohi On10s a, Delt a Delta Del ta, Dolt a anuna, Delta 

~eta, li a.mm Phi Beta ., Ka::>pu AJ.pha 'l'hota, Kappa Delta11 Kappa 

Ito.pp& Gamma , Phi Mu, Pi Be t a Phi, Si : ma Kapp a, Ti ata U"Osilon, 

:..ota 'l'au ill p. a , l p h a Eps ilon Ph:l. 11 .c4.lpha Si ma Alpha, Alpha 

.. i ..,ma. '1.'au 0 .Del ta Ph:i. :Jpsilon, Dol ta S ~ma ~- silon, Phi Sigma 

S i ·m:1, P i Kapp a i 1,ma, Si~ma Del ta •:~au, Sigma Sigma S i ..140., 
1 

'.l:heta ?hi /,lp:1a~ .:anu Theta Si :me. TJpsi loi'h -

I ~ ~ote to thirty or a n i zations rn~ich I s elected at 

r a _ ~om. 'f;rl e v e a n3i.·1oi•e d . In t h is c hapter \?'e nill t alco 1,ote 

or those fra ,;e.r n iti.:,s .vho declined t o eand t heir I"ituals. 

In the ext c h& t e r ue \"Till d i s cus s and examine t hose f'ra-

t ern i t i e s u ho did send t hoi:r l.'" i t u als. 'rhe Coiamisslon on 

F:ra t erna l Oi"gan1zatiorui 01• the Lutheran Churcb--f,i is s ouri Synod, • 

lBai?'d' s 1, anual o!' Amaricai~ College F1 .. aternit ias, . 
edit ad·b Harold J. Baily- (1;,;tll edit i on; ·01.asha, \11sc nsin: 
'1-eOl'ge Ban·ta .l:'ublishin Company, l <)b,.9), P• 318. 
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of' tthich Dr. Paul 11. Bretschor ia c hairman, gave me per.­

mis s i on to use :tts files which contain rltuals or, nnd in­

!'ormatio r e ,!,1.11. .. di1,g. t lle · e organizations. 

The .follO'\ving 1'rate 1"ni tiea, ,:rhich ai~e l'.lG mbers of: the 

National Interrr ntern ity Con~eren c e , declined to send 

inf'ormati on l"egardi11g t he:i..r ritual. Several months ago, 

·:e wrote them a s :follo'7s: 

Dear Si1 .. s: 
I am ... studont o f' ' oncord ia Seminary , St . Louis, ~ o., 

wurlcfr g toward a B1:1.chelor or Divinity Degree. My thesis 
topic deals l'rii;h an inv stigation of' social rro.tornities 
• • •• I rrould app1 .. ociate any i nformation you could 
g ive me concer11i11t?; your 01~isanizat:i.on. I am especie.lly 
:tn t 01 .. o nted in t he L .. itu.s.l o · t he i'ra:tern ity. I would 
a , pr·ecio te :i. t; vory much ii' y ou could s end me a c opy 
of your r ~.tual :ror a s h or"t period of examination. I 
~ ould raturn i ~ t o you as soon a s possible ••• • 

Alpha E1>s il.on Pi 

Alpha Epsil on Pi, thrw~h its Exacutivo Secretary, 

Uoorg e s .. Toll, ini'o i"mod me: 

Tha inf'ormation you requested in yOJ.r let t e r. especially 
conc0rning the l:, it unl, is strictly private and ca .. not 
be g iven to 11on-ruombers., 

!11 anotha:ca l e tter to this i're.torni ty as .. i ng f'or f'urther in• 

roruation, I said: 

Thank you ror y our kind lett~r of i n~ormation regarding 
y-o lll .. .fra te1'"Ilitv. I ha ve one more request. If it is at 
all possible• may I secure a copy of your cons t itution 
and by-laws? Ir so, would you please send it s.t you.r 
earliest oontrenienc.e·/ ••• 

The ans\'1er rece ived, vrhi cll was stamped on my 0\7n i .•tter, 

stated: "Hot available to non-mombors." 
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The national o:f .i"ic e s of Al:;,he. 15psilon Pi a r e a t 616 S·t a te 

Ma t :i.011al Li fe Buil d inr~, J+ Hor th ..!! i 0 hth Str eet., St . Louis 1., 

M.issow•i ,. It was f ounded at l e,v York Unir:er s :i. ty on :tlovembel" 7, 

191 3 , and ·t;ho f' irs t t o be found ed at t l'.e r!as h ing ton Squar e 

c ampus oJ.' Te\-; Yor k Unive. si.t y . It h s foI>ty-one a c tive 

c apte r i three i n ctive , and a tota l membe rshi_ of' 7, 018 . 

Tho !'ratol'"ni t y h a s a s i ts g oal the d evol opmen t o f a high 

stand rd oi' s oc ial and i n t el le ctual fe llo,nh p amo1 ~ its 

,. e1.r1 ~rs so thn t eac!J one m.e.y be better i 'i ttod to t n te I"o or 

rank i un:i.vor s itie s an d co mn1uni ties of .i.mar i c a . \"J e I"ead 

t he _ 1•e1J.m'ble t o the c onstitut i on ol' t his f r :atern ity : 

'1'he .i'rat r. ity dedicates it s e l.f to t he p romot i on among 
its ntOl bars o:r per son,tl pel"fec ti on , a rev eL"ence ~or Gods 
and an bonora'bl e l i i'e devoted ·i;o tho ideal of' s er v i c e 
t o all manki nd; l astini;· i'r i endshi ps ; an• th~ attainment 
or ubil i t y or ~ct ion an bet t e r un derst anding among 
al.l .faith; t he pursuit o f: t hose b snefit s ·.rh i c h de r i ve 
:rroui ,,i~orous pnr·t i clpa t ion in universi ty and c ollege 
acti vitios~ and r.rom pleas ant applic at i on to l iter 2ry. 
c u l tural an ene1~a 1 s oc iel unde:.. .. t aki nes ;, and the u.n-
iased judgr.1en t of o l,Jt' f'el l ows , not by th9i::- r ank o2 worl rlly i:;ooi s ~ but by t he i r deeds and ;,7or-ch as men. 

Delta Phi 

The Exec utive Se c r e t a r y o · Delta Phi ~ f" i lli am M. Graves , 

r ep l i ed to my l ~tt0r: 

Due to tho f'ac t t h a t t h9 Delta Phi is a sec e t fra­
ternity., it i s i mpos s ibl e t o s e nd you any -i ni"or tnat i on 
l""eg ar i ng t h.a ri t ual. I a m s or r y a l s o :, t hat t his 
fraternity cannot me e t your r e quest "£or a copy of t bs 
c onst .i:t u t ion. 
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JJal ta Ph:i., third in ord er 0£ e:::. t s.b l ishmant of Amaric an 

c?ll ege t r a tornit1.os., \7a s f ou.nded. llo,,e ,1be1 .. 1 7:. 1 027 11 at 

Unlon College, S~ henoctad. , I-1 ::w Yar."k, by B0nja.utin Burx-ougha 

oi' Savannah:, reo:a." .;i a ., a cl or ymo.n i n t ha i'1"esb ter i3n ChUI'ch.; 

Wi ll i a m Ha Fonuey, a la~yer; SQDlue l L . Lambe~aon, a cle r g yman; 

DO.vid H. L i t ·i;le, a j us t iee of tho Mew Yo1""k Supz-e me Cour t ; 

Sa u.e l C , Lawr:1.son11 a surgeon i n _the I e."lry; Thoma s C . cLa UI"y, 

a cl:. rgyman; John Ma &o 1, e. cl r6yn1eu ; Joseph c; . Ua sten, mayor 

r Bu f .fe.lo, N wr Yo;.;-,k; anrl \Jilli£\m i'ilson11 a bishop i n t he Pro­

e stant •·. i s oopnl. Chv.r oh . The na.ti anal office of' Del ta Phi 

l s l oca.tod a t 15 ~-111111m S tro e t ., lfow York 5, I+ie\·1 York. 'l'he 

f'rat e :-n .. t y ha.D .fiftaen active c h:.rpt e1"::. , six ina ctive, and a 

total tn•J 1 , e1'"s ip o :f $, 100 . T he :f"ound rs or t he frat e!'nity 

1~e -ar od the aim and p ur o·se of the Del t a Ph i to be: 

T o consolida:te the in'te o .. ·ts or all mcmbe:.."s and at t h e 
samo time mutually b enefit each other, to _mnintain hi~h 
standard s as students and gontl omen an~ to fos t ar co~­
diaJ. and j~.r:. t e1~na1 i"elat i ons .-> 

Phi Kappa 

Hr. F I'o.n.1< L .. Chiner y , nat ipnal Socretar y-Treasw;-e r of 

Phi Kappa r e plie d to my l ett e r e.s rollows: 

You make one request how vel' wi t h which we cannot reply. 
The Ui tual of most orga n izations i s somet hing private 
or s ecret and is n ot made availa ble to non-mc>mbe rs ex­
cep t in 1•a1 .. e instanc e s . I •ii i s not our prac t i c e to make 
clistr i b ut1on of t ne liat .i. cne.l ~ nstituti on and By-laws 
or t he rrater n ity. 

·---- --
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Phi Kappa was :f'oundod a •i. Ho 0 CollE-go on Octobe I' 1, 1609. 

I t ,·,as 01"ig~n all y ori;ani~eG.i. na a cl11b or socs.et :- nnd. .10"ii as 

a =~1111 ... ,1·:i.ed!;Bcl ,reolt-lc tter .t'ro.t orui t, • The nati.01:ial of i'i ce 

of the f'rate1• ity :ts located a.t 822 Delta ~~venu. , Cincinnati 2o, 

Oh o . The !'1 .. aterni ty hc-:.s t wenty- one a c·i. ~ ve c :.aptors, s e ven in­

act5.va , a.nu a t ota l member shi p oi' 6, 895. Phi lta.p _ e. is ll colle~e 

.. r e.-ter ni 1~y 1:o Roman Catholic man. The p uzop ~s e an, a im of' 

~. h f'ratern.t t y is: 

T rJ promote s ocial and in·t ellec t~ ual interc oUl"Se am ng 
i ts m mbors, identify students a nd alumni more clo e l y 
w.tt· t;h e l" colla ·o , and oultiv, te a spiI it or 1 yaJ.ty 
'Li o t heir almu mater. 

?hi Kcppa dif£ era i'r m oth~r social fraternities since it 

lays -d o\7n as a first. pr .. n c iple the f'ellm7ah i p 0£ .f'ai t h . 

Thi means that t ho men livi 11a togethe1-- in a colle e or 

university a1'"e pJ.edt>e d. to support Roman Catholicism i n t he 

face oi: un' e l i of. and ,aver:f.ng 1 .. e l igi ous cunyictions.. The 

g ovel"llrl'lf.Jl'lt o£ the :f'r ater n i ty is VP. tad 1n t b.a grand c hapter 

vmich 11 a ts :tn b iennial concla,re. Th is body is made u.9 of 

a l l p est su_reme executiv~ off icers , t he active supreme 

exec uti re c ommitt ee ,. one d e lega te from each a cti'".re c ha. t el', 

and one r ,:-om each alumni c hapter. Dw•ing the interirn bet\'leen 

c onc l aves adrainis tx•e.tion oi' ar:ro.irs is ves·ted in the supreme 

exec utive commi ~t ee . n cclv isory c oL1nci 1 o f seven m ~1f e:.:>s, 

compr:ts.lng tho i mmediat e past sn.prame • resident,. the throe 

met bars or t ho supl:aemo ex ec 1tive commi t t ee, and others ap-

pointed, serves as a staerin!' corr&ltli ~teo fo1• tlle i"rs tornity . 
4 
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Sigma Tau Ga mma ' s Executive Secretary , E . Kennedy 

Whites1tt, s t :..tes in hts l ettal'" on behal f" o! ' his f'rat~rnity: 

I am so~ry thct X c annot send you a copy of" olll' Ritual. 
This i s tho only socret n10 t e1 .. ial m,s . J vo . :Cou. c.1."e \"lel­
cot110 to copies of our 01'.f"icors' handbook., plo · ge manual, 
ancl cor,ati u.t io11. Our _ra:torn ity h o.a no r e l igious 
qua lif ications f'or memborship. 

Si ma Tau Garruua was ~ounded at the Central ~issouri 

State College , Warrensbui .. g , ,assolll"i, on June 28 , 1920., by 

s ven·i;aen 111 n who dos i red to P,Or p t u.a t;G t eir student friend­

s h ip~ in an or•6aniza~vion dedica'~ed t o true broi;her hood. Ji.S 

a t;e 01,,a J. socia l 1'rate.rn1ty, ~ igma Ta u Ge.innia i s now open 

Lo ex_ ansion in a n:;:- a c,cz•edit ed i nst ;i. tu.ti cn con1'er1• i ng the 

bachelor'"' cle roe. The national o t'fic~s are l ocated a t 

,2.$ East Di0 Bend Boulovard, St. Louis 19, .:assouri . Ti e 

f r a ·te1'"nity :u~s thirty a_ctiva chapt.e1"'s, one inactive :i an a. 

1;o t&l met11bersh:tp or 9 11 70 • The o.rr,.cers • liand'!:>c.ok oi'fers 

suggest: on::: a nrl o.s .-,:!.stc nce t:o -.;• the vari o• s chapter of'fice?"s 

in dev lo., i n · l ocal p r.o r aif13 . The Ple dg e Manual provides a 

etudy progr om for p1 edges which a cquaints t ho · l ed~e~ ,ith 

t 10 d velopment of Greek-letter societie s in America, the 

his t ol'"Y and :>rog 1"'am o !' the fr t\te rnitY:1 social propriet ies, 

how t o s t udy ef 'ieien tly, and how to develo , tal nts ~or 

l 0 ade1•sJ,ip in cafl\pUs activ:t t.1aa .. 
s 
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The:>ta Xi 

H. P . J)avison, 'tho J.i:xecutiva Secretary- 0 1• beta Xi,, 

rep1ied: 

\'~ o ai"e unable to comply v,ith your requa st of: sending 
ou o~ ll::..tunl. d cannot· sho:-r 0112" 1.t•~'!.3.l to anyone 

exc ept t h oce thllt hnve Qeeu initi &.tod. le also are 
not . el", S.tt a d to sen:. our Oonati tution t o e reons not 
a f filiated with ou~ fra ternity. 

The ta Xi as .founded at Hens.:.elaer Polytechnic Institute, 

i\ ril 29 • l i:361-4-r, by- eight students . It was the only .frataI"nity 

·to be i'oun ed durin .., the t; ivil. \'far. At f irst t h o f'r-aternity 

placed limit tions u_>on member ship and confined nv.nno ership 

to a t u le!'1ts ·i:;ak in • c c • sas 1 nding to the bachelor of science 

deGreo . In 1926 'I'h.eta Xi becamo a social f'raterni ';:, and now 

aelocts all. i ts mambe1~s fro all branches or lmov:led,.iie. .'he 

n a tional h.eadque.rte 1 .. s 0 1· this tr~: tern .ity are loc a tod at 

5l1-73 e lma r Boulevard, St . Loui:J 12, ?li1ss our:i. Thr-, fra­

t o.•nity h as tli:i.1"ty-sovon alc t ivo chaptors , thl."e'3 inactive, and 

a to~cia l r11 nibershi _ oi' l~.,~,'jl . The uxapos of t · -~ fraternity 

is: 

In.telloctual nw."'iosity t h :it assures t 1e hi • ost schol~­
sb.ip rati r1g c ons is tent \7ith. the member's ab115.-ty-, ha";1ts 
that l oad to better ~ent 1 and ~eysical health , sincerity 
in th. member's a a soeio.tion with others nnd co!'!.fi once 
i n himself, rosponsibilit, tc c hapter» coll ge, coh1t.1Hnity, 
-and .co.m.ti---y, l oa ersh:1.p th t comes r:rom pr&ctic1.nG the 
Dr1nciplos of democratic sel~-Government, i . t e rests and 
activities outside r-~1gular schol m:tic stad:!.es that 
employ spare time to advantaue,and ep iritual under­
standin~ t hat provides a ~oservoir or strong th to drnw 
upon when i'aced vrith conditions beyond comprohens i on. 
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Full e 2tocutivo pow s lr ve b on l'" n l:ied to t e grand lodue., 

\'1h i ch is he r11l in .,. bo y of.' !jh n ational rratoI"nli;y . 6 

~eta Beta Tau. 

\'" lli.a 1 :. nr~hln r, t J\.ss1 tant C.e a ?'al Secret aey 

of ~etn e '.;a Tau, sent tho follo\V ~~ l etter: 

Th:i n.C'or 11Btion ,;hich you o.re as.dng • or is esot oric 
anl only avail. b le to metbers or ou or~aniz~tion. 
I boliove t nt you vtill f':i.ncl this ··Jill be truo •:ri.th 
every s ocial i'1"aternit y and t a t on t h is bn.sis they 
~ ill ba una l e to .fu~ ich you 1it the n~or matfo~ 
you r eq11ect. 

Zeto. Oeta .,i,u w ~a .founded December 29, 18~6, by a 

r;:.•01.1p 01· youn.., men atto din > several uni ,.ersi ies and i n-

s,:,ir d by lnbbi G\.istav tthoil, _ 1 .. 0 "o·::1so1" or S3rni tic lan ua es 

n ;; Col uilbie Univ,?r.>sity. I t vas an or a. :i.za tion :for scholars . 

In 190_ t e oI•ganiz tion chan ·e i ts oriGinal oojccti-.roa and 

b · c1:t : h p:i.on rJol'" .:· ,113ric an c.nd Cana " an coll o a soc1 1 fra-

t r it - of Je..-;:i.sh st1.1d nts . '!'he f ,r,aternity 1 a cen t ral o .f:fice 

_c l ocat e 

There a r e .forty activo cho.ptera in the f'rat l;!rnity., e l even 

inactiv. It !Uls a total membors nip or 10., 825. Th fra­

tornitJ word~ an annual s c hol crs h ip at tho Hebrew Univ ~rsity 

in Pal o s tine and • a ea :ln a num"ber of co nm .. "li ty an soc al 

sorvic 

,_ 
0 Ibid • ., PP• J00-303 . 

7!2.!!!•• PP• 30o-J08, 
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The f'ollov,_ng .f'rutrJrni t :le-- o_ ·th.:> - a !;ional _ a._"'lholl.en:!.c 

Oc.mr ronce al:;;o lecl in'3d t o send t heir :t•ituals. 

Al pha. Epsilon ?hi 

I 1•'J ·r et to 1.'t'l:t"orm you that the::. .. e i s a ~ ati nal Pan­
hel l enic agreemen~ not to give out such i11:f'orr11ation 
•ui•l;houi; fii"st c l e , 1,ing through t !.9 !&t i 011al 'Pe:nhellenic 
Con!'arenco, and thare~ore I am w~able to send you t he 
ma t rtal y ot'l. requs ~ t;s • ! "t:ould s~ast t hat you con-
act the .latl o .al Panhellenic President d irectly, as I 

a ru s w-e that y-ou w·· 11 get no coopo1 .. e.t:!.011 !'!'om any one 
0£ th 1e11ber org ani&, ticns o·tho:i:-t;isa . Undor n o c i r­
cums t onces , h owever. will •;e b e a'tlle t o send you any 
part o_ 'i:;he Ritual, a s t ._is is i1,ov or· sho-.m to a non- membc:n•. 

:.1·,11u E , s i lon !>hi :;as .rounded at l3;1r11m1 d Colle.3e, 

t, c to· c 1 2 •, 1909, by e. roup of t1omen . Tho poller o f ~he 

!Uitiu1 1 o gan:i.zati on is to inaugurc.to n ational p roject s; 

m: c . as t r, veJ. in · 1.u,_ .,,.,1•:1, ec hol:ll"sl.ips 11·t v l"iou.:J c ollesss., 

u 1..1 an a:!.1'" ce.rnp and day nu:.."sery . A_ ter tllc p ion\ler \;01'"lc ia 

cotnpl t od on the .:e pi"oj e c t s, tlle:r are t ur11ed. o ar to loc&l 

c l a. tei'"s or t h e rret arnity t continue t ho ,·:ork started • 

. 1.l pha ..:: ,silon Phi l s Govar:io · y a 1u1t:lona_ c ounc 1 co,uposod 

of f'i • ~ombe ::·s e l e ct ci at each biennial c onventi on. The 

nat ional o!'fice ot' J.p.1c. Epsllo.1 .. :=h:i. ls loc~ted at 18;.i Horth 

\ i b asl A·11enut>, Chic e.go l, I1lii10is. and serves as a cle rius 

house i.>atween 01'i' ice :i:,s and chapters. 'l"h_,is s01"01~1ty has 

t h i r ty-thx-ee a c tive c;,apters, s e,ren inact i ve, o.nd a. 

,.. 01, ... 8 total msmbors h 1p 0 1· u., "I-'- • 
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Alpha Omi cron Pi 

Alp h a Omic:t"on Pi, through its i'xecut1vo Sac •e t nr ~r,' 

, 1 .. :.1 . J. A n Ht.1 •he s ., s ent the f'o1101·;i n~ i "l!', r mo.tion: 

YollI' r eques t 'fo t he c opy of a 1~ i tuul :i.s i nipo&· i ble 
f'or me to S t.>nd to y ou. I am sura that no sorority 
will f'or ,aard tu y ou the ir ritual as t hat tor ial 
is :rlly fol .. lt s own sorority me. bars . I also r eel 
sure that no s orol"i·t v wi ll tell y o u e;,cactly ~,h at it 
stunrls for., t o us e your o~n uord s . ~c t ually our oun 
s o1 .. 01'"ity was tounded Ol" tho s a lt e or friend s h i p b:, 
:roar ver y f i ne women in J anuary of' V)97 at Barnard 
Coll,:,ge .. , o a1"e bo·i;h e w at l ono.l e.1'ld philant hz>o 1c 
in ,:>ur-poso and \"le supp o1 .. -~ ·the Social Sarvic Department 
of Front ier Nm .. -t11~ Sel"v•ice loo a ·i;ed in t he hills o!' 

~n tucky. l·.'ore i·:i.rorrno.t ion than t ha t I cannot e;ive to 
an o u.tsi dol"• I s u 1:5 est tha·t yo u decide on another 
t o i.o fol'" y ou r t he s i a as I b e l i ' "le 'i;hi..t you- ,:1111 
soc w. .. o n o i ni' ::."mat i on aloni th~ l:i.ne s yoL1 outlined in 
your u.f'oreraent ione::l letter. 

r, a noth r l ett oz•., ilrs. J. Ann iiu.ghos st c.ted: 

I aw. s o~r y., but tr~ National Panhel l anic G nferance 
oi' wh:1.ch 1r1e a i"o 10 ber•s , h as a rulin,p that no Constitu­
t ! n or By-lcms of an y of: its membeI' org a.'1.i zati ons send 
~ame to any but authorized proper auth orit ies such 
us collo t:;es 'I! h ere memo rs oi' the Conf erence i ntend to 
p l ttc 0 c ha.~lters or have chapters . Hen c e , we c annot 
" I"~~ your request . 

Al pha Omi c :ron P i is t h e sec on .f::i.•atorn.i t y to be e s tab­

li~ csd at B~r nar d Colleg . It was f~nded on Januar~ 2, 1897. 

T:l9 overnment is vested in a counc i l whi his co o s ed of 

the t hr t1a livi ng :rounders oi' the .fraternity ., t he nat .i.one.l 

oi".ficers ., ·the d istr:lct i; iroc;tors, t h residents of active 

and elumna ~ chapters., tho alumnae advi se:rs or activ e chapters, 

t he c hah"men o J.· all national a t andin commit taos , an i the past 

national praside11t3 . Conventions are held bionn:lal l y ., tho 

place of moetinc; being selected by tho g ovem:1.n · b ody. · The 

convonti on of 1931 adopted as the national philanthropic 



23 

worlc the .fl"ont iar s oci=1l. serv~ce department 'to function in 

t · c mountai n s or eastol'"n ltentacl:y. Tho c entr a l u.f;. l ee of 

'~a.a f?"e.torni ty is l oc a ted at "t ~~ l~tl'l ?il.l.ti ne.l Bank u · l d ing, 

Su:J. t a 1109-11., 18 East Fourt h tro,ti, Cincinnati 2, o· to. 

T '1a f'rator,'lity has f'i!' t y - five active cha_ te1,s ., ten i nactive., 

nnd a ~ot a l men, bar s i11 of' 1 ", 62!:i . 9 

Chi Omega 

Dl iz abe th D;-rel,, Pr es i d ent or Ch i 0 11.13g o , wrote :.1e as 

1'o llows: 

11 Groe1c-le t t;er r ter i1itie s a:. d sol'"ori •i es CU"3 
• u rot f 1•t="l,arnal ol""•anizations and no m3mber in 
Good s t and i n& v10ul ... t h i nlc o f r eveali..:· th 1. Fra­
tor n ,.t.1 l itu 11l to anyone . I thinl!: it is -·~:1.r to 
, 0."7' t hnt &ort1l•i ties a n fr.:...tomit ie are at~;eL'lr.,t i n 
tJ utili z ~ t he dynaJi~s th t uriso in 3roup livin • 

n · d:..'t•oc t i t into ch a nrle J. s that will malt f CJr i"ine 
por sonel i ty developmep.t 0 1 the _art of t he mcnbers. 

Chi Omoe a was or .,;anized at t he Univer-sity of A:r:-kansas., 

pr-11 5, J.69;;» . y i'our ·:10men. The sorority has a.s its t ·hame .. 
t ho p1•mnotion O- nliel lenic Culture a .d Ch r .. s t iai.'l Ideals." 

The a im of t he s orority i s to or0anize groups 0£ ~omen at 

t h e collo~e l e~1el of . intelli" e_n c e; t b.at such c.:1roups mu t ' 

stihlttlatc cz•oa •· :1ve ubilities upon which t a ... pr ogross or a 

civiliza:i;ion de9 e11J s ; arxi they t hey mus t a.id in the presorva­

tion of t he f'i'"oedomo ess entia1 to ths develo ment 01· the · 

individual; put t hat such indiv dual pe rsons should balance 

intcllig once by- e :.,pe1-.1ence i n the social s s ·i:.t:i.ng ' or t ! e 

5r oup. The govornmt.ln t of t !lis sorority is vested i n t he 
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convent:on> but dlll'i ~ ths int rvals bet.e • n convcn~ions this 

o,7er 1 dol e tated t o the council co m_ osed or six 111.embers ,. 

Convo tions are hel d bia1mi ally . ~ixed rea tUI"es or c on-

vol'l tions are round teble disc us sions . -rosk play, 11The 

Ea.1.-th . other:, 11 osp cinlly wr•itten for ~hi Om-ga , is · r9duced 

at ac:h convm1tion . The executive oi1' ice or Ch i Om:>ga is 

looatell at 2245 Gr:.fndi n ·o ad, C:i.ncj.nnati 8, Ohio . T_;e 

soror ity h as 101 a cti vo chapters, t,o inactiv, and a total 

mo1:mc:."'sh i~1 oi" 41,!:>75. 1 0 

... 'i.t-;ma Delta Tau 

. .:rs . Leru l{~!'tmann, Executive Secretary o!' Sigma Del t a 

T u ., replied: 

: o are soi:ar, but our ritu1.1l is a confidential mtittor 
an it i::J e;i von only to the neophyte . Uhile ·1e 
appraciat the as istan ce it might ive you in u~iting 
yow: thosis , ,·;.:. cannot compl y with y oul:' z-equ st . 

Si .,.111a Delta Tau v,as .rounded a t C01. .. nell University on 

r ch 25 ., 1 91'/, by a ~roup o!' t·1omsn. In organiz i n(!; tha 

~ratern i ty and in formul atin its ideal and ambitions, t .e 

founders ware aided by nth an Caleb House, ritualist . He is 

kno m as 11Broi.he:r- l e.t11 and is the only mo.n en titled to t·rear 

the Sl.,ma Delta Tau of' i ci:11 b a ,:3. Tho supreme 01" r and 

counc il is c ompos ed o:r :rour· nat::.. ona l 0 £.ficers sele c ·ted 

biennially a t cove t i ons, and the regional advisers and 



committee c ;iairm n a noint ed by tbB c hairman. Biennial c on­

ventions are holtl . i moating of' t ru, grand counoil takes 

p l ac e x-ior to the con-.ront lon. In · · d yec.x>s, the grand 

001.1. .c i l albne ce·ts . The na'Gio11.:.l or :f'ico of Si 3rna .:>el ta 

Tau i s louatod &ii 1718 ho:i.---m n ·.venue., 2 vans ton. Illinois . 

The f'ra ter ni ty 1 s t ,an =y- f tve act i ve cha~tora, ona i -a1ac t iva., 

and a tot al uea1b rship of' about 1~. 000. '!'ix, pur oae o.i. t ho 

i'I"aten1ity is: 

T for a cl se social and i'rate:.,,,na.J. w-iion of thos e 
r· lmil al" ideal s o.n , to fos ter, maintain , nnd ins till 
suc.:h i d als i n t he hearts of' its me !'I. eI"s as \'7111 
r esult :tn action ,•;o?>tlly o f tho highest nr e cepts or 
t rue womanhood., uamoc:i. acy., antl human:i.ty.11 



C'Hi !'TEll IV 

The Commi ss i on -on Fr ater•nnl Or anizat i ons of the 

Lutheran 0hurc h--1'. :1.ssoU!"i s.,nod llac in l?ecent .. ear s ac qL1i r ed 

a 11umber o.r r::. t;ua l E o · .rratern i t i c s and s o~or i tie :a: . . a ny-

pa to:c-s h ave 1el_ ed t ·e Commi s s ion g a t he r t hese mat erial s . 
' 

Ti1u Uo i s ion B?"a n t ed mo e1"mi s~ i on to u.so i t s :fil • s . F:rom 

t hes o iles I e l ected e i b t or ganiza ti ons whose vituals r 
propo:; to e;to.mino . Tl'le s ~ rr t erni'l,1. s tU, o : Beta Si "'ma ?hi; 

Be t a Si..;ma. Psi; Del t a Te.u D 1 ta; Del ta Upsilon; - ·p s l l on 

i ;; 1aa .l\l p h a ; Ka pp a Del t a .Phi; P 1i Delt a; a ncl Phi Si 0 ma L:im'bda. 

Be t a Si,t;ma Phi 

Hos sa T..h•~ .fir-a'i:; c hL\ptox- w&.s d t &o l ishod a 'G , i l ene, Ka :is a s . 

:1ho c];W.1izati \}n e c ... ~ i :it or. at i on ~1 i n sco!>o r. i t t he i'irst 

C nadian c hacJt er 1'ounded a t Vauc cu,,-e , b r i t i sh Col umt,i a ., i n 

193!:> . Tm "e a t>e s om t hr ee- t h o u s and c ll119·~e1"S t u S :!. ma 

.hi l ocated t h r ou ut t lJe United S t t ... s , t he 1,; anadian Pro,.,.-

i n c as , En~l and, ~cotl and, z l ask~, t h o Canal Zono , 1swaii, 

Gun , and Cuba. '!'he headquo.rtcn .. s o"'' t h Be t a Si.:ama Phi are 

l oc a t e d at 3!,25 Brocdwa y-, JCans a s ' i ty., ,Ii& s ou1•i . Tho t o tal 

members h i p ( i ncludi ~ t he junior a i".t'ilia te or a.11ization , Hu 

.Ph i Iliu) is 100,000 youn13 .:omen . 
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Beta Si~raa • hi ~ as cI"ontt1u 1'01~ youn..; uomen in .seo.rch 

of soci 1 an.d cul tural activit·. It ~iv,)s its l:iambr.,1•s an 

intimate ·l; ·ol -~·, :ttill ma."'ly livcR anc'i many raincla , c. precious 
. . 

_gual'"d agains t nflrI"owed 1'1 .. i on ships; a11 tm-· i c hing, in-

tensii'y:i.n 1> :'l..n s:.>ire.'ti ion· l a1~. erionc e in t he appreciati-::i 

nd enjoymont of' t~1e 11.uaral a rts.. I t is sponso1•ed by the 

Educational 1•1.,u.."'ld ation 'lthic h acts a s :tts businost1 rep1 .. es0nta­

t.tvo nd ·ua:.. untees :i.ta nation al f' i n anci&l obl gati ons. '.i'he 

Educationsl .. ..-o: ndatiun directs t he !'oun ing or nev chapters. 

I ·t is a cor,,ozaation organi zed undel'" t he l1:si.·1s of the st te 

or ,a:.s ouri ane, its i3oard of Dir c tors acts os the :Sxecut1ve 

Council or ·t he so1•or•ity. Beta Si · ma Pni U..."li Les youn.; \"10111en 

i n f'ella: ~hip o.nrl frie'!'l.ds.1ip throu its planned . rogxaam, 

wit t he ul'l,imote ai 11 oi' naki. g an art of 1 1vi n .. . The 

i d 3als of t he or e anization nre re rasanted in i ·ts Latin 

m.otttJ, nv 1 t A-, Scion tin, Amici tiet' which me ans Lif'e , Learnin~ 

and Friendship. There aro thl'"ea degrees in Bata Sisma Phi: , 
Plad ·e, Ri tuo.l o- J ewel s, and •'xempl ar. - The opanin · and 

closin g r itual tor each m9et ing is as ~ollo.vs: 

Sistel'"s in Beta 8ig m Phi, here under the \1atchi'ul 
eye or Diotima, our Patl•on Se. i 1t, ,1e pledue ol.ll"'s"'lvas. 
ane\·1 to t he airils anu pur. osos of' our g l or1,ous sister-

. hooJ ; more t ol l.-..ance . "or olll" f'e llor,: be:i. gs throu •h a 
better U-"'l.de?•standin of t u.em; a clearer and dee. e!' 
a.:>Pl"OC iat:I.on o'i: t h\3 cul i.Ul"Bl and :f'ine1• thl l:l j S or 
lif'e i'ol'" ·ourselves; and a de1:;ei"mination to (Sive the 

l aeta Sigma Ph i~ Manual (Kansas City, Miss ouri: 
Sororit y , 1,38), P• 45• 

The 
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bent that i c i11 us to ow. .. S rorit, an. t o a s~-- t in 
any und ovei~y \?ay to she tho litsht ot our ·alisman 
t l .. ou:.:;ll t t he '!or ld. ( _ h.. pa rag1"apll 1s !'opea.tod 
by 'the p1 .. esi o n t ti:h~m all m ,.m· e r s f'o.c a a.fter t h 0y 
have ;jo· ned h and~) . 

'l'h o eo'l:'ority pra:ye1"' is tlw r or:ual c losing and is 

l"'e eat od by t a ll" sfrlent :;s th r,1o~b eras s t an with bowed 

-:>tarnal • th r , ,.,he_· herd of' th Sta1"s ~ c:;uido us that 
,:e may 1.'o llo ·1 on l y the oo , only t he true, only t he 
heauti f 11l. Hol d &lof t to us t he BUidinu torch o:r 
,iiadora and he l p us to _ ush 01'1, undaunt d , torHu•d its 
_i h... . I l lum our s oul s with thy :-i sdor.1 that •::e in 
tur1 may liaht the \ia'"J' IOl'" thoo~ ,·,ho foll.>W us. If" 
1; o :ro t: d ~ a t ak o sooms obsc ure in du:at , ~ive us skill. 
ancl .:;1"'ace t .) v e it w:tt .• 2 stars , to t:ran omute t ho dus t 
i u1.;o ste.1.• u t . Gr ant us sue cle&l"ness or v i sion, 
~ uch s 10et ness oJ.' s_p l ri'· :; such eal"n • tit _s 3 or 9ur_ ose, 
ti1a.t ·.-10 t1 y f'ollo,-: t he torch to our goal. 

Beta &1~ a Psi 

Data Si..-nu1 Psi ia a n t1onal Lu"thel' an soc l al i'ra't rnity 

. c ompo sod or Lutha:ran collo e st ·dents unitod by "?he ir :re li, i ous 

bclie'f•s . Th,3 fl"El~G l'n ity v·as orgcnizad and e 2tabl :i.shed at 

Ch ampai.t;n, Ill i o.:s , i n 1920 . Similar or•--aniz o.tio s e:tisted 

at Purdue University arvl ·i;he Univers ity 01 ,Hcbi g a • The 

n ational .f'ratern i ty ,·,as s tablished a.t t he University or • 

Illinols ., :ril 17, 192.5_ to r ou:iote a rza t ,n•nul s oc iet:r f or 

Luthel"an students at universities an co llo~es. Ttro obj ct 

or Beta SiJma 1>si is: "to promote:> o. f:rator 1 ty or Lutheran 

univel"'Sity and college st1..dants by provi din..; t hem a home 

2 I b i d . 

3Ibid • ., P • 46• 
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\7hich .fostel"S s >il"i tual vrelf ure , i11s p i 1•es ·ood f ollo'il sh1p , 

raaintains 1h o l esorne SUJ."roum l :i.11Bs , mai taino h1t;h sohol urship, 

and a s"Gerl int.:i c ode o tuo:t-al s • 11 'l'!'l,; over nm .nt mus t be in 

a c - or dance wi th tha "h,tional · onst l tution of Bota Sig111a Psi, 

an · is vest.,d in a Ha t i onal Oou11cil compoaod of i ght national 

ofi'ic ors , and ace •e d ited delegate s from each a c ti,,e and 

uluumi chapter. itll communicant Luth9ran male student s ; who 

ar o man1bar s o '£ t h e Synodic al C 01u'erenc e o J.' Horth iunerica, or 

Lut•10z-an mal e students vrhos a pplications i'oI" . m mbei-ship 

have b en a .>!JI"OV d by t he s t ud ent or r esid. nt entoza oi' 

tbt:i •~ynod ical lion.fer ence of t ho coll,3g e · or univ r oit-:,- i n 

·thic 1. t bey a 1~e e nrolled , a11.d wil.o a re not mombers of any 

ocret s::,o ioty with r a li~i ous intent , are eli g i .1l e i'or 

m~rJ ership i n liete S:i.g:na Psi . Beta Sigma Psi i s not s cret. 

Ho~ evc~, tho coremon i e s for ini t intion nnd pl edginG are 

kept c o f i d en 1 1 a n d are !!lore 101pressive .. Pl edc;in..; is a 

t1•1al uL"iod and not binding. I:C' a pledge discovers that he 

i s not satisf ied , he may drop the pledge . Lt- The pl ed~e of 

Beta Si,~ma Psi is: 

I h er eby promise to become a loyal pledge, to obey all 
~ul es and regula t ions 0 £ this s ociety and a5 all times 
to conduct mysel f as a Ciu11ist i ·an t~antleman. 

l1n . _ • Lien -1na11n, X2E!:. Coll0ge Da:rs (Linc ln, Nobr.: 
ota Sit!,ina Psi, n.d. ), PP• 16-16. 

Saata S:t
0

ma P s i, Ple d~e Book (3rd edi t i on; Lincoln, 
Nebr.: The Fraternity, n •• ), P• 7• 
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D l t a Tau l>elte. 

Del.t a :r au Del.ta uas ol"Gai.'lized January l, l.860, at 

Bet hany College ., \"lest Vi r ,1nia, by i il.liam R. Cunnin ha m. 

Tb e fraternity has c ho.µtez,s at the Uni var si t i os of "ichigan, 

Minn es o t a, Colorado, Mi s sissippi, Geor ia, Ten1esooe, 

Virgi n i a , and t'!i.scons:.i.n , at; rtonsselaer, Tt.lf'ts, I, assach.usetts 

I ns t itut e o · Tec hnol.o:;:r, and <.. o:..--nel.l . In 1886 'c;he fra ternity 

absor bed two chap t er of.' tm inbow fra tornity-, tho !'irst 

aw.th rn col.log e secret socio t., rounded at tho Unive~sity 

Del t o Tau DG.lta is g o,re rne d by an 

o.:.:e c ut.!v counc i l c om ,osed o ... r ive alum'lli am i'our• under-

ra ua te met11b ors , :-t l trnt <l by convon t 1.on. 
b 

Ti a r l taru:•y pu::-posa o r Delta J'aLt Delta i s "o sol've as 

a construc ·t1vo adjunct t o tho ~.;y-s t e1n of hi hor e ducation, 

oontri but i n 1:, to moral, s piritu ul, and social development of 

:lts in beras. '11he Lut heran \: l tne s s oi' Septerob or ~4, 1 )51, 

subtni t tcd t he i'ollo\'lin.i : 

The s e c ret ritual. o_ Delta T:iu Del ta; £01 ... example, 
contains ::-efe:r•enc es to "Iii zoos~' and "Uel"mos, ·' des_ ite 
the .fact ·t hat 'th is fi-- ,.tor nity uses a ~i:u•istian pray-or 
which closss t7it ll tho ,·1oi .. ds: n ••• t brou3l1 t h a 
re :i:· its of J sus hr-1st, oUl" Lo:t•ci, to ,·,11 m,. ._11th T~1e e, 
we asc1"i'iJe all hono • and glory .i'crevar . Amen." 

Dur in the c or-emony ·i; ha pledze .:a told 1.;het :r • • • 
n o traue Dalt i n any s ense e vor rotl"aoes h is steps ".i'rom 

6 Albert G. S tavons, 
( 2nd edition; --ev; Yorlc: 
PP • 3!>3-354• 

ed., Tbe Cficl o~aedia 0 1' Fratornitias 
·• B."'Yree · an Company, 1907), 
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the al tar rrhere ho reg:tst.ored his fratornal vow. n 
To indicate this , the pl odr;e , 11st turn to the r i .:;ht 
aft er those words wero spokon . He i s i nvost od uith 
a e;1~:1 • "The Grip." says the z-itual, "is the 
s pec ial c:r-edential o_ .. a Delt and is 0 ;1e o.r our most 
important and az-ofully ~uarded seci'ets." To insuro 
sec1•oc y , ·t he initiate is forced to take an oath. 

~he s ec_et oath of Delta Tau Delta ~ u ded in 
Virginia. in 1 . t~ , r eads as f'oll ow.! : fa I, • • • . 
( name ) • • • , in tlw ;,r sonce o.f' lmibht y 1.Zod ancl 
t ! ose witn sses, do hereby a hereon most sol emnly 
c.11d sincoi"e l y arrirm., declare, promise, and swear 
t hat I 7ill ever maintain i nviol ate a nd ke~p t he 
secrets and myste i oo 0£ tbs Del t a Tau Dol ta rra­
ternity; that I wi l l honoI" end oos oi•ve its c 1.1.stoms 
an o oey its rules; t hat I 1:1111 11 ... ver, lmo,11n l y 
o~ int n t i unally,s, wron,J r injure said .f'ra tern:i.ty 
or any memi:>er t hez-eo:r; that I \7ill J; iVe !)91 ta Tau. 
Del ta 11 elon~ all".J i a..--ice , sol"vice, loyal t :-, , and 
love , upon t1 .. 110 and conscientiou per.formo..lC e of' all 
of' wh ich, Wili out h.es i t ution, equi,,ocation, or m ntal 
eva ion, f l ly acceJ>'til').fi the same , both i let t er 
and in spirit a s o:ff icially inter ret od anl u.nder­
stoodp I pleds e my fa i th, my veracity, a nd my sacrod 
honor .. So help me od\11 

Delta Upsilon 

Dolta Ups ilo1'l· ·,as f ormed at l~Iilliams Colle ·,e, i.'Jilliams­

tow11., ,lass • ., on 1'iove111 er 4.7 103J.i.. Th .fra ternity- was lm0\7ll 

b y v ar:lous namos . Sonia or the n am s v,ere Social Fratel'"nity-1 

Equitablo •raternity, and Ouden Adelon. I n 18~8 t.e o.fficial 

name, Del'Ga Upsilon, and tho motto, "Justice o 1r Ji'oundation, 11 

were adopjed. Th9 g over nment of tho fraternity is of a 

imofold c barac tor. All 1n0mbers o!' the f'ratern1 ty- a1•e members 

01' t he corporation and h ... ve a r i ght to vote e·,rery t !u•oo y ears 

t hrough their re spe c ti vo cha. 'tars f'or a cha tel' :re_ resenta-

t i ve, who ic c alled a trustoo. The trustees, sixty-one in 

number, s e lect i'i.fteen diz·octors from t heir nu.mber and choose 

suqh o.r.ficars e.s are designated. Tll3 fraternity has sixty 
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active chapters, .Tour i na~tiv , and a total u1 beI"sh ip o!' 

36,911 livin~ and dead . Dolta Upsilo11 has a o its object 

the promo·t_on 0£ :rri .1ndal i._, t he develop:- nt 0 1· c harac ter, 

tho di1'.i'usion of liber a l cultl.\r e, an tho advancar.1cnt or 

juoti ce. It is a. n o11 ... a ocrat f r aternity . Th:J mottc 0£ t he 

frnter ity is "Di.kai Upoth ek !,_., 11 w11ic h uioans "Justice, our 

F o1.1.nd,,_ t :ton. 11 The i':tantornity' s mo;;to i s public; thore :ls no 

l"i p t'!.nd no secret · aoswo1"d. Its constitution &n 1 tbe 

r ecords. 0 1 its conven t i ons h ve nl wa~s been ublic while 

only w· t in rec en t y oars this is true of" t ot r fra-

toi-•n i t o c ., ("J t1"angors ara not usually- admitted to c ha.ptor 

moe t in~s 11 but; t he l"e i s s e l dom re~son £or t heir admission. 

I n a ·.•,ord , t he decent . riv~cy of most us:tness a.1cl social 

organi z ,tions ia obs erved ts a matt er o~ custom instead of 

oa.t h . li'or any y e re the fr tern ity has admitted its mem-

01.-s t oug h an initiat ion ritual, which, 'l.'rhile no raore 

soc et than t he r est of its 11aterial, is neverthele ss 

ge,1'"'rally consider e d a puI'ely p rivate affair, t hough nun­

me,, bars oc oas i onally &l'"e pre n't. 
7 

I n the OI' r of initiation t he chaplain o ~i'ers ~ha 

i'ollowint.,; p1~a yo:r•: 

Alm:1. •hty ancl e\rorle.stin God, Who didst i ns ·>it>e our 
i'a·thors to establish t his Frater .ity- upon justice 1.'or 
i ts .fownntion; Gr,mt unto us in our day such a love 
~or t~uth and justice, such a desire for rin~teous­
n ess, and such a l::nowl ... d e ol' Thy will as may enable 

7a aird' s Manual o f .1.~rican C ollego Fraternities, 
edited by Roroid J. nai.13 ( !!)th odit. on; l enasha, ldsconsin: 
Oaorge Banta PublishinJ Company, 1949), PP• 1$9-162. 
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us to be jnet i n all ou:t:> d al i n...; wit}i each o ,,h r 
and u i t 1 t hs ,rorld, and to live ,lo:i.1 t h ily o i.' this our 
Fr•atorni t • u ijay t i-i:i.s brot h~:::-hood., i'ou.nded upon Thy 
l e.\7s and or tho settin3 r or··taI"d of all hiGh and noble 
i d ea.le, ~ joy Thy c ont,.nua l f Av or an~l be t o us an, to 
tho e who no\: enter i ts fellovrshi a conetai'lt sourco of 
s t .1. ength and ha£iIJine ss ,, and an un:l'o.i lin " means '£or ad­
v ane in13 all -~hat is rie;ht a ncl true , throu.Jh Cl".rist our 
Lor • Ar:1on. · 

Epsilon SiGMa Al pha 

Epsil on S i ; rao. :.lpha is nn i 'i'.lts:r•n •• t i onal educational 

and soc ial soror ty. '!he i'ir-st cha tel' was in.stalled in 

J .1.cksonvillo, 'J.·.:xns., on Septeni>e1 .. 1 3 , l '}-9 . During t ho next 

el v n enr t he organ ization contlnued to ~ro~, but tho 

p~ogr a wac slo-.1 co 'lSi 01 .. lng t he opportu. i ~;ioa whi ch the 

so!'01,_ty o .r.:£ eret:1. I n 194la E . Rco rt Palmer., educator, 

p 1iloso'phor, l octw:-er, bec ame tho head of' t ho ort;;a.. i z ation 

and Bince tbat t :i.m~ l!1psilon Sigma l: lpha has ox!)a.nded. In­

ter~ational h adquurt e~s ars located at Loveland, Colorado. 

Tho a!' ,e.niza t i on has t b i1~ty-:1evon cbapt ~rs in t he United 
0 

States a,l.u 1n~1nbers tlw oughout ·the •11or l ~ numborin· 20,000.' 

,r. !toy VI . llahn, 'xtension Director of' ='psi lon Si ·ma 

~ lpha., in a l ttar t o n • Pau.l r.:; . D1•etsc hor., s te.tf'Js: 

~ - 2 ili1s of t he sociot, :?r e t he d ..,,velopment or. 
c hara cte1 .. , a nd e ucation alo g ~,;;he lines of' the social 
grace s, ai"'ts , anc'l se·l :£'-reliance; coml>in:tn•-- t he 

8oal ta Upsi lon, Ri~ _gf Initiation Oiew York: The 
Fraternity, 1937), PP• 10-11~ 

9Eps1lon Sigma i'\lpha , The Story of.' Epsilon Sifna :ll.1ha 
(Love land, Colo.: Tlw Sol"or3zuY, n . c:1.r, PP• 1-. • Trac,:; 
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qualitiom of ioma 100d into stron . orcanization :ro~ 
.furt:1erin..; our c ommunity encl n o.t : on. The r.io· bei"s m"e 
dvan e. loyal~y pl od$e w· " ch _s n on- sactarlan. ·.·,• ... do 
~equi1'"e n b ~l i e f i n the ·.lm h t y God . T" .J 01 .. eek 
c otldes e, ;1.t h one, :l s our syrat>ol o f .tno,·1l e d.3e . 

I n ·tho l"itual o ' initiat:t on plod..,;ee taco tb.c f'ollowin..., 

I n t ho :.>resonce of' od and tho ue .:1tne oses 1 mo&t 
sole 1ly on sincerely p l.e d.;o mysoli' to u_ hol d tha 
llonol" and J.ignity a.ncl I'J$pect the s t andard.a o:r ~ s i lon 
Sis2ma Al pha , to the very c a st o . my a.bll1t:· . I s .1all 
r e cornmend fO't" llt3mber sbip i n my- cha , t r onl y t hos e 
,orsons whosa c haracters aro abovo l"cproach. I 
h,,1,eb-:r pro, _ t o to e loyal to t ,..n o.t'f'icere of 1 

che.pter a n.rt to i'ul!'l:Ol al.l ob l i -at i ona connec ted 
,., th my rn-mhol"Ohip •. 

Ti 13 sac ond doi.;,-ee oi' .1.( si lon S i ~a l l pba is t · 9 11 cerou1ony 

oi' t he je·:,els . " The install in of'fic e l'" sa s : "Sis ters, 

t10 a.•e as"'om· l ed .to1'l ht U.:l'l r the thou.g 1t.ft.1-l eye o!' oux­

inf.1 r n ·· patr o:. ess , the ~pnt1 e an · r i!' g odd ess o!' A t hane." 

Tho e, a re t en je1.1als su1"l"ouncl.in3 t he Open Book on their 

bad.r_;o . j,• 
.J ch j o1;:el h :ls a s -ecial s i t;n H:• ic anc e . ':'i1e first 

. e 1r l i s for wisdom., the s e c'ond .for boauty, the th::.rd Xor 

strong···h., t he rourt l1 J.' l., trut h , tha :r,...rth !:or- f' idelity , 

t l si- t Tor 1.'ellowship, t 1a sevonth .for cooperation, the 

ei ,hth fol" loyalti/', t h e .nintb !'or vision, anrf the tan th tor 

seI"v ica. .. Tru:, candidate , a :rt or hearing what the j al":els stand 

:for e.nd the les so11 e ach t oaches , r e eats the f'ollouing oa th 

b a :f.'ox•e tho alta of' i'ire: 

I, hav in beard the lesson o-£ the j of1el s , b .fol"e t l e 
Al tar of !i'il..,ti., and :t.hsp:tred b y t he precep~ o!' Atl ... no, 

l OEpsilon S i b ma Al pha., Hitual or Initio.tion ~ Cer emonies 
( Lovel and, Oolo .: The S01"01•ity. n.a.·) • P• 2. 
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g odc.1os~ oi' w:'tsdom.i; do h ::c•Ai:>y dodic ~te my!loli' nn1Jv; to 
upholu the h onor and d i ·nit:; or psi lon Si gmc J l pha., 
thu.t t£ e ide als of t~1 Ol'"ga:.1izat1 ,:>n 3houlu be 111ade 
Manifest i n my lif e. 

A hym sung by the Epsil on S i , a 11.1 h ~ r qads: 

L ord, l et us do our little p art 
\"l :i.th c oure.r;o and a willing lleart . 
Open our e-:-; · s that ·we ay see 
However dark the clay may be., 
Ho ·rev r 1 .. ou~h the road. we :fare 
Tho ~ur ose of SA ~e oaar. 

Lo:t .. d., l et w: s se the bee.ut y- h re:11 
The Bl u and Gol d s o very dea r ; 
Tho smile u on a s ister' s :fa.ca . 
The Jonquil-swoet i11 all i t s .tr a c e ; 
T· L." O~en Boole, t 1 .. t1.Jl Lam? t oo 
iJo loyal ES.A. t ong h and 'l;hrou5h. 

Lord:, ai;j?en..;t l an us t h~ t ,·,e may keap 
~~r raith~ thou~h bittarl r e veo~. 
Grant · us undawit e d to romain 
T:u-on.1,;_1 e ver s t orm o caro and pain, 
Lor cl, l e t us do our l i t t le p art 1 2 :• i t h c ouru.:,.o and a •will i n c; h ~urt. Atnen. -

I:_ t he •'p e i l on Sigme 1 ha sorvices t he .f'ollowin~ is said 

in i c;11or7 of ·the one departed: 

-if.a can never bo a ll st.u~s h i n e~ yet it need not be 
all tenl"S 1"01" ·i:ihe gen'i:;lo hand or tho Eternal li'at '.\er 
suo · h a ou;:- he :.\rtach ... c . Ho mus.t havo neaded her , olll' 
sister 11 Lex- i;endert1ess a n d hel" l ove and so he c alled 
her ~o a !!eevenl y Home. 

\'le lmciw that s he li 1ed, l ovec!.., and tr:i.urn hed by 
t he 1~adiant a fter •·loi'! .. Ho thin~s, 1"10 l engt h or time., 
no bre""titl or spe oe can· c vei• 1 .. emovo her i mc:.ge.. r ·e 
will not los e tha i'eel ing or her b y ou.r s ide. 

Ho,·1 c,an v1e say t hat the song 1s anded l'thon 1 t s 
mel od~- l in3ers an ~.s held i n oui .. hearts. 

llibid., PP• 3~5. -

12~• 11 :9• 6. 



No. me.y t hese wo1..,ds ot Lon i"cllor;; conu'ort ou~ heaz•ts : 
An d the i 1:1;h t s hall be filled ·; i th muo 10 , 
And the care~ that infest t~~ day, 
Shall :fold t heir tonts lilcc

1
jl10 l.l"'abs, 

1~nd as s:!.l n tly st al ~ray. 

At t he opening or each moet in; t ho .rewidont or Eps i l on 

Si~ma Al pha says: 

Sisters of !l:ps~.l.011 wicsma :.1pha, we meet again to 
pl odGe otu•solvos nu to t' vo~s 0£ our ritual 
we acco1 ted in the golden ,..low oi.' a c an .. l -li"• tod 
room. Lot us be ova x- inindful of t he-responsibilities 
t h at we p l e ~ed t o ou~ sorority, k op faith ~1th 
oursel ve s a..~d ow., s i st<>rs ,, o tolerant and sincoz-e 
and o•.rer ,,orthy to wear th b · de;o t hat s ymbolize s 
v;rtue,

1
bonor , truthful naos , frien d line ss and love­

liness . I.{-

I n th closin · of each me t ing all members join han sand 

3:t e r nal Fath e 1", mastel? of' all 0 o od works, uide and 
d il--oct u t hat 1: e may Pama.in steadfast in our hearts 
an faithful to our .led w1 ~el' the ,ratc hi'ul o.re of 
Palla s t hone. ~ay Ya be ~eminded tha~ ~aci ousness, 
poise. and 1'ri o!ld11 css, ; 1.s our goal; and as \"le go 
our sopal"at.e ·,ta":is , t o ovo1 .. l old aloft t ho ray :rrom 
·t ha l amp or l car.n11, ; th!i,t t:ltose uho ~pllor: i n our 
footsteps mo.,- b e g u .t.:le d 0 :1 its l i 3 1t -. - !:> 

Kappa Delta Phi 

Itappa Del ta hi i a one o f t n e sorori ties f or ,·1b i ch 

no historic a l deta uas ava il ab1e in all sourc 1s contacted 

i n t he St. Louis area . Uo inf o:a. .. mati on was available on 

the locati on o.f "tbo headqua_11tei-s of' t~e sorol'"ity . . . 

l3Ibid ~ _,, P• 8 . 

· 14ruid., - P• 32. 

l $ Ibid ., - P• 32. 
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The r i tual or Kappa Delta ?hi •h a s been i n the poGsessio~ 

or t lv.! Commission on •:raternal Orga11izations of the Luth eran 

Church--1.i.i our1 ~yi'lod sinco Septernbor 13, 1911.6. Th • r itual 

had a note appended to i t t o t h e a.ffec t t hat t b.o s o1'"01 .. ity-

at t ho tiuD 0£ ~ri tin had · aptors at Lo ui sville, in Hamilton 

and 1iia u1·J,.ll'"~ , Oh io, and in L11Fayette and Ue\"i Castle, In iana; 

moJ:> e r ecently also in I l linois. The ritual of' the ·appa 

Del t a Phi is fil l ed wi th ud: oni t i ons t o 11 l et you.r ideals of' 

womanhood SUI"_ ass all--alway s to hono:&. .. and to psrpe t uate t he 

,.;i,l or : es o i' American womanhood." . 
In t he ritua l o!' Kappa De lta Phi tha pl"e ident 

t i o i'ollc·w:ln · pray~:a:•: 

·rers 

o, " d~ VJho hast 0 iven t h e .Jood ,_.ii't o:f Ii'riends h i "' ' 
ceep alive ill our 1eaz,ts t ho Vizatu s of Kala, .Dai r1on, 
and Philia. Make our orrenses ·to be rorgo~ten, and 
our ae1•v:tcas to be rememb ered. 16ae t-rith our absent 
me :bors ; 3uide an bl e s u the1n. 

I n t he olosinc prayer t l president says: 

o ., ill mi ~'lt y Gocl :1 ns ,..,a extin t..tu ish the ea:&.·t hly- s ;vmools 
or our ·t br eo zaeat Virtues., we beg of Lou to keep 
theil-<> lil i1~es b irn i ng \'ii t .. :i.n oul'." h a arts, anrl to k"eef> 
ow:> i nd s 1;11u.minated \1 i th t he !,iaecept s of . oll!' 
SOl'"Ol"i t y • 

T "1e oa t h of' init i a tion used by t his sorority reads: 

P• 2. 

I do t x•eby solomnly promise apcl swoa1' t hat I will 
a s pire t the h i ~h i deals 0 1· womar,.hood a s placed 
be:fore me; "iihat I will al\"lays ba h _one st and upri ht 
in my dealil'l s ui·iill 0 1i;hers; that I ".1111 lead a 
uloan and h onorabl e li.fe to t he tS3-ory of Goel a d the 
\7eli'aro of my- clol:'ority; that I will be loyal to \io~, 

1 6i-cappa Delta Phi, Ritual {n.p.: The oJorority , 19l~6). 
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to my c ot.u1try, and t o t h i s Sor orit " and v er y inor:ibor 
tlle.!.~eof; t hat I will l ove my cista r s an ,1ill never 
porrni t ot .1ers to dofa me., 111-tree.t or s lande zt a 
Sister Kappa Del t a Phi \'lru>n i t i s i n 1ny _ owe x- to. 
prevent i t; t h at I will s read . ..,o od c heer o.mon..;s t 
my a s soci at e s anct b e ever r eady t o a~s1st n c oc ial 
an civlc 1.7or l·: in my community ; t hat I will ever h onor 
and pe r J.1etuato th• g l OI" i os of' .. lmer i c a n womanhood; 
tha. t I will lcoe:o invi ola te all s aci'"c t s of· t 1i s Soror­
ity and to t he best oi: my abil.ity ob s e rve i ts pre-
capts • . 11 t h i s I promis o a:1d srear under t ' e pena l ty 18 o.~ ex~Jul sion -rom t h e Sororit·· • So help me God. Amen . 

The initiation c anliers i n a search f or t he t hroe great 

vir tues o Dul'" i..."l.g 'bhe initiation servi c e a lighte d c andelabra 

rith t li.1"ee tap ers mus t be on the altar. This l "'st mentione d 

pie c • .. o ' _ r n i t t J.'8 ·:;ith i i.s Bib le i s interpreted a s .follo11,7s: 

11Th:1o vi 11 s i ,.sni ·y t!Jat \'l e f irst t ook t he ,·,ord of o and 

t h at a~ this ma et in.., ,·,e look u_ on the pr esi d ent as authoI"ity. 11 

Tho .1.••iro oi' JCula :ts the myster y o i. bec.uJ~ i i'ul t h ings , t .e 

sublimity of' i deals . The Fire or Da ·mon is the mys t e r y 

0£ la•ono;th i n a t h reu.fol d st1wuctur e : stI"ength to be :!..oyal 

t;o Ctod., t o ~ount i-•y, an d t o t he Ko.p_a Delta ?1 1. The .£t'ire 

of Philia is the m3ster y ot' l oo .for Kappa Delta ?hi and 

e ,,ery member. 19 

Phi De l ·ta 

Phi Del ta was orsanlzed at t h.a Lon Islan d Collo Me o.f 

.edic ine, Brookl yn, Heu ~Ol"'lc. in 1 901. In January 19 1 , t he 

c hap t e rs n umbere d siJi tean, of uhich r ive ceased to exist at 

t he , r ginc; 1/ll:t!l. The t a Kappa Psi. 

18~., P• 3. 

l9Ibid ., PP• 9-16. -
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The r i tual of Phi Delta has t he chaplain o·rer t be 

i'ollowin.,~ praye1 .. : 

Almighty ruler or t he Universe,. ue invoke t h:, bloa~­
inc. on this our present corm1un··c ati on.. Gr ant t hat 
t h i s . •ou.1'1..; ma11 n~· y cultivate and devote hia l ii'e to 
thy sorvi 'G anrl become a truo an, .faitilf'ul brother 
ari1ons us. Endou him with a co. petancy 01· thy Divine 
·asll om,. l:hat bY' t he influence o:t· t he ;,ure principles 
or our i nstruction he m•AY be t ile ba't"tar enabl ed to 
disp lay t h · oauti :J of' Friendship, a.t-id Bl'"othcu• Love,. 
Trut h

2
tJ-11u Munor., to the glory of thy Holy name. 

A e 11. . 

Dui.,i n t he ini tiaJi.ion c e r e mony, t h o prasiclent quo .. es 

Genesis 1:1: 11 In t ho begirm i nts, Goa C:t"'eat e d th9 heavens. 

end ·t;he oarth, and i:i!lo f>Ell'"th v,as \ri t h ou.t .fol:"111, a n.-J. void., 

and dar lc. os.s was upon ·t he wate~s, and God said 1!.,et ·t l'1.e_ e be 

1 lJt . 911 \'/hon these wo:a."ds are said, t l . condu.c~t or l"emov\ls 

'tl•o bl · n ui'ol d :f:'rom t he can id. t e . Ti~ pi•es '' dont tells the 

i n iti '?.ta t hat t ho Bible is ~·ive n a s a ,3uide a nd couns el. to 

1no111bers or t he 1'r11.ternity. In t he b ible, so he say s~ mem­

bers .f ind ox_,lnined the most excellent faciors of. t heir 

i nstitut :i. om: frier..dshi p ., b ;•ot ix,rly l o~,a., t rut·~, a cl honor. 

A study or the d ivi n e wor k will noc only tend to make one 

a bo1;t er 11P.:t Del te.11 but also a nobler and truer man. This 

frato~a1ty has a myth or the ori gin 0£ i ts or•anization 

based upon Greok inythoio ... • Tho myth tolls o · A_ ollo. the 

son o!' J'wto and ~eus, trc.velin:; on il5.s vray and corning to 

t ho city o /.th ns. There he sav, t,·,o boys :playin~ u_ on the 

b anks oi' a pool in a public park. Suudonly t hey became dis­

please t \7i th each other and in t he ensuirl,.J strug_;le one of' 

20Phi Delta, Ritual (n.p.: Tbe Fraternity, 19i 3). P• 2. 
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th.em .fel l into i;ho p ool. This pool was t,u: rded by o. wa·ter 

mon: tar. The other boy pl un_;ed , eadlon5 in•i:io the wat l" to 

r e scue his c ompanion. The mons ter pulled one lad down and 

, pollo 1 ..... ccued h im. In t be process, Apollo .1~a bit b. the 

mon~ter. 1.rhis was a test 1'oI pollo Jiven hin1 b t.eus . 

A!')ollo, :av in,; p1.1.s od t ~1e t s t, . de frionds with t hese t·10 

Athe nian b o~rs . On lli s twe t t eth birt ilday A~>ollo .foundod 

t he oracle o:C society known as the Phi Del ta. A l apse or 

two t ·1 usand ':.\"TO hundred n i net y - nine ·oars p a ssed b Ji'ora this 

or t;;an l zntion u as rc,.,ealed to o. body oi' man. As a rae:nber or 
'l;hi s s oc1 e t y on is e ::.:pec t ed to be in a ll l'"es_ a c ts lilce 

l. pollo and his brother t embers w ~10 stan d i:'ol'" t r uth, fl'aternal 

brotl~ Phood: and uprightness in men. 21 -

At tho clo e o e ach eting the chaplain prays the 

.follow~ n · prayer: 

Thou, O God , who lmo··;est our downs ttin..,, and our 
upri:::in .-· "' ancl underst a11deth our t houahts afar orr, 
shield a "'l.d defend us .fron1 t he evil intc,ntions of 
o w a emies an s upport us in render :.."1 t-'l8 tri als 
a nd a.f.fli •tions \;e e.zae destined t o enduro whilo travel­
i ng thl--ouch t he Vale o.f 'l'ears . Lan t hat i s born or 
wona . is or f'e\·; days and full or trouble. Ha cometh 
i'ort.1 as a ~lomu•, and :ls Cltt do.:rn. Yc;a, he fleetll as 
a s he.dew, nnd co tinuet not. Seei ng his do.., s are 
determined, t he n unber of his onths with Thoe, Thou 
hast a pp ointed his boun s that he ca..'Ulot pass. Turn from 
hill , C Lord , t hat he t.--iay r-3s t Wltll .10 s all accomplish 
his day. i•'or t i1Eu .. e is hope of a tree 11' it be cut do,m 
tl at it will sprout a ain , and that th temier bI'nnc h 
will not perish., Bu.t man die •th a nd wasteth avray, y-aa, 
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n ot tald n 3 . Se . v i c e , says a mombor, mu:s t have dil lin -:ness 

t o sac r ifi ce for the auod of ot~a r a . Loyal t . t ells t he 

pl e teos t hey mus t have fo.i't:h., i'or .f'ni t h is founded in 

t he dee. r oots o!' loyul t y . The nar, iaemba r s must be loyal 

to e very momo--r of · • i S:l5 mn L mbdo·. The 11, i tinte s are 

then l e d t o ·the t:.l tar 'tA!her e t h 1.:> chapl a i n ha s t he r e eat 

I , __ , - - do solemnl :>romiao--t h ot.; I :1,.11 joi n my 
s inuer est efforto- -wi t h thos e o:t' my s i s te1•s --to 
!"urt her the i doals--01' f zo:len s b.ip ., s er v i ce and 
loyal ty- -in Phi Si gma Lamb da . I shnll hold m,-
sozoo_ i t y - - i n equa l -i.mpor t anco wit h any other organiza­
t ion~-and s hall keep invi ol a t e - -any sec1•e t work of 
tho sororit y ~ Thi s I prom1se- -2f t he presenc e of 
my si.ster s - - and before our God . 1-

' 
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the selves and come ~o ~ave littl e understanding and occo!>ta ~co 

2 
of others . I n his book!.~~!!! Und..,rgraduaj;e !djustmnt, 

Ro.:>ert C. lu1!_,<ell si;o t o& thot tho.1 h sorori t i os promote social 

fnc :i.lity. tho bility to unc! ~:ratand. 0th -rs. solf-knoi.;lod~e; 

a nd self-co .trol:, t hey a,:•,:, not lilcely to i ncreo.sa to'le I"ance 

or to -st i mul ate one to th:tulc t h rwgh one 's philosophy of 11.re .3 

. or•o vic ious ,. however,. i s th~ e i-X~c ·i; fr terni ties and sorori­

t io •· p •educe on t h o e "' t u 'ents who .for s o e r e ason are not 

admitte d to t he s l ect g~~ up . These stud en t s of t en ~orm a 

sort of c l ub f or non - f rnt0rn i11y s tudontsD Such a. club is 

an unha ppy form o~ co m. en suti on.4 

Dr .. Thoma s A. Bx-ndy11_ v ~Loe - pl"esident o i i;h.e Un.:i v-el"s1ty 

o f ·1ss our i " v oi c e d the followin;~ c on..:01"n s in an n.d rsss 

on f Z"e.'iiernitios and sororities: 

I n the p est for t y y eara, collega .fra:.ernitias have 
boe n b itte 1 .. l y and consist e ntly crit:i. c ised by the anoral 
public: and by niany t en-chars ~, :1d o .!'"'icials o-r colla i3es 
an un i ver s i ties . Thoy hava been accu:;ed o l' s nobDery. 
in·tolaranc e , rowdyism ,an :\ barbaria nis m, c r u. lty ,,. and 
compl e te laclc of' intare .. t i ~-i s piri tu.al and ~ntellectual 
t hings.. In s hort , al t h ough the y e:tist. by riat tra . only 
i n c oll oe:;i a t e con11uuni'l.;ie • it has been claimed that 
t he y h .c.ve lit tle i n tarost i n the oducational c1issi on 
oi • tho i nstitutions aror.1ni ·1;1hic h these soc ietias are 
built. 

In my opi11:i.on., there is mucb. truth in ma.?J.y or t he 
accusations tha t have bean m.•de a g ains t :rraterniti~.s. 

2n ug ald s. A1•buclcl0, S t uuent P e1'"s011al Sorvioes in Higher 
Education (New York: McGra\7-Hili Book Company, 19.53T;" P• 254. 

~ fgg~~;~o~· n~~~;~~1tJ5a~4rrht~a~&8·p~ff~:~gig~H1;8 p!dt~~=-
4Arbuckle • .22• ill•, P• 25$ . 



And I say this not because so many f'rato?.'"llities are 
bad ( most of· them, I oelie vo, are not bad ,- t all) 
but bocauoe t hey havo made so little pro ;reas tow~rd 
doing t he educat ional job t b.c t they are so ordnently 
fit ted ·to a c e ompliab.. I c on,.,end t o. t ·10 c annot undor­
stand tl'le natui"a o i: i;b .;, .fra ternit; as a_11. dducational 
soc1 e ty until n o study t he history of t ho modern 
Wlivcrsity a nd determine j us t w ior o the tra tern i~y 
b e lo1"13 s i n the organization oJ.· th is i nstituti on.!:> 

The most v,ithering o.t·tack on f'z,atel:'n ities ln recent 

months comas f'l'"otn th.a pen of' D:r. ... Henry P. Va, !Ju.s en, 9resi­

dent ol' Union 1rhe.:>lo ical Seminaz•y., \·rho dalivere d himself 

or tho f'oll o":1ing: 

S ome 01 .. t ha wo1"St ev:tls o'£ :fra·tarn ities, p aradoxically, 
f lov,1 directl y f rom t·1eir p z-of'essed vi1,·tu.es . rlost or them 
onshroud t heir proceedinJ s with mys '·er ~ oua mock-se crecy . 
Itlany 1.' them i n i t i ate me ars rit' c eremonies ihich are 
an absurdl y conf;r adic tory- combination 0 1' c rude h orse-
p l a y eminiscent o .r l ate- Vi cto.ria!l huzi11(; and e laborate 
r5.tuurs cn1b:raaci n paeudo- relii;,i ous, even Chris t ian ideals 
lilnd p l e de;a::: . Incleaa, f1"om t h ei?' p 1 .. ofe:-,sed aims a t1d 
pri n c i:,l es on e n itll'lt suopose t hat the y ·,·:eI"a self'-a.p ointed 
allies of ·;;ho collu~e administi•a tion, dedic· ted ·to 
i n cuJ.c:a ting studiousn ss , probit y , chival1'"y, ma~~nimit:v, 
i n all who are s ub j ected ·co t heir bt=Ji'\eficient D 1ephe1.,d1n~ .. 

Tho truth is · t !1at t hey are, on mos li campus e s, t .. e 
most trou blesonio a nd. obd u:•o.te obstacle to t:; !'le fulfill• 
ment of the high purpof: es ot' e d cation. 

For close ·to i'orty y a1 .. s I l~ve b ,:>en con tinuously 
and intin1atoly acquaint e v:i'th tho c olle c5o t of t ho 
Uni;;ed St~t os . I lmo?i them o ~· overy t p e ancl in all 
sections of tho cou nt1,y---p u l :lcly a.net p rivately sponsor ed , 
secular and church-l"el :. tad, tnen ' s and women 's 8."'ld 
co- e d , in New Engl and end t he Mi ddle Atlantic States, 
in tho sou t h and southeu.st and c'-'!ntral. \"lest., i n the 
Roclqr Mol1nta:tns and on t be Pacii'ic Coast. I have yet 
to raeet a .fron t-1•anlc and .:for .. nard-lookin5 ,Pl"'es i den t or 
dean ,·,ho d id not c onl.'ess ( o.ften in the p r i va.c"Y' o~ his 

SThonias A. Brady., "'l1h0 catholic Fratel'"ni t y", ~ Temple, 
( November l9S2), P• 1. 



study and strictly off the record) that fraternitie s 
con-t i tute his moot persis tont an1 harn,,sin headache. 
I have yet to .. it dot:n with a gr oup 0.1. roproaetnt. t ive 
undergrsd uete loaders to s crutinize tho 1'1 .. atern i t y 
sys1;em :i.n the context 01· collc:0 e .tel fara without her.rin 
the n1a jority 01' thsm admi1; t hat f'ratei•.niticrn ro 
divisive, extrava ~o.nt , demoralizin v and ~idiculous. 
C l' ta:'1.nly, in e. ChP ia tian p =-~":Jecti re 11 I h.'"110\7 CJ'f' £e\7 
e.d:~: oca t s of the Ghl'1stian c ause in . morice.n c olleges 
·,h , ~,ould not . ag1 .. eo tha·t i'ratornities l".rA ·th£•1l• mGst 
baf1'1 1n .· handic ap, althou -·h some o.i" t h em make t!1e 
beEt o:r a bad sit1.1ation throu 6h rnctic e oi.' t !1e-
scri_ t urnl injuncti on to :rmake :friends ·.r:. t h t . e uiam1.11on 
o f unrichteousneas 11

1
: and by s 'tre· d devices d.:-a"t·1 the 

:f1•atemiti!1B , us ug11y ha1.a.'ho• rtedly or ha1"ise:tcallyp 
to t he i r support . 

Dr . Paul Jii. Brutschar odds t his t hou~ht to D~. Van Dusen•s 

a :1:- t ic le 0 1'1 fr~tel"niti a in u 1-aecent issue oi ' t he onc ordia 

Tho lo .!,_~ Y2!'!"thly:: 

,\ Christ ian who haG in Holy Baptism p l e d ~e d himsoli' to 
t llo .s ervice or the Triuno ocl 11 h be n brought up in: 
a Chris·l::;:t-e.n homo, and has headed the diroctionu ol" his 
. ~stor, dnre not y i e l d to the temptatio of coll ~e . 
:.n d unive~sity ca1,1puoes to become init1ct ted on a 
ritual wh ich at J USt romotas shallo\7 .1no1•al i daalisP1 
a..11. t.entiinental relie,iousity . In tho f'ace of t hat 
t mi>tati on he \7111 1"'emomoer11 " Har can a young; man 
lcoen his way pu.·a? By g uardin it acooz,di11 to Thy 
r ord., :1 Pa. 119 :9 (ll. s. v.). Ho Chl•istian need • 
join an objoctional, ~'Jo. ldly tninded i'raterl-ii t !f·& 
There are o ,po:rtunities ror Chr istian l,ellowship 
on ~ .eriean college e.n.d un1versit:v cam uses 1.f the 
Christian will make -r■ easonable e:ffo1,ts to disc ovel" 
them. 7 · 

In a similar v e in Dl"• Thaodore Grae ner \-rrote so1na 

y e a rs ugo: 

Student s ore often attracted to a sorority or fra~ 
terni'i,y- by th-a .:;lamour t hat att ends such nr1·111ntion. . 
Bu·t glamoUl" and social p resti~e mt.Wt not t alce pl'1Jcedence 

6tt,nu~y P. Ve.11. Dusen, 11 Frutornities ar. i _Church Coll :·es", 
!!!2, Christian Cen tlu-_z,. LXX (Saptet11be1• 9, 19 3), 1018 . · 

7paul In .. Bretschel", 11 .Pl"esident Van Dusen on FI"atarni tios", 
Concc,rdia T. eolo.- icf!! l.ionthl:y. XXIV (December 19.53) • 9~1-6 . 
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over t he higher v al. uos . The stand 11rds of t he Church 
a1•e t h ose i m1,osed by God . Thf, standar ds of t he 
unive 1 .. sity are thoso establ "ishec.l by t ~11.e t'.ior l d of mon. 
Th..-:,re is 11 vast dii' f '<:n"'enc e betw 11. the \'/ill o:r o :i 
an convent'i. on; botweer1 mo1"al ity and r , s pectab:I.l ity-. 8 

With th.eoa t houBhts in mi nd., l a t us exorni...-ie the r ituals 

w'i ich ~ -ve bee c i t ed in t he previous c h ap ter. 'ic w111 

seek t o det l'"rnine \Vhe.ther thoy c ontt.in objectionnb l e rel iuious 

f a:tures sucll &s Chl-- i otl e ss pr.a~~rs, uni ~nie ;;ic wo1'"shi!)., un­

necessary- oI:. t h.s ., and o i;her o3l ·!3me ts , whic h v i ol a te t he 

Cln•is 1i1an .rs.1th., 

Beta Si(;ma P J::ii 

The Openin.,; and Closin Ri tu&l !'or eac h meet in i s a s 

i'oJ.lows: 

Sis te1,s 1.n Be ta Sigma l"hi 11 hero uncl or tho \'tatc fl.f'ul 
e v e of Diotima, our Pat ron Saint , ,e p l e tl0 e our­
sal v os aneu to ti:E aims and purp oses of our Gl or i ous 
sis te:a.""hood; mor· e tol era. c a £or ou1'" i'ell o,r be 1n3 s 
thr u~h a better urvlorst a n d i n_ of t h e1n; a c lae.r e :;:­
and deepOl" appl.'"e c i ati o:n o:i' t he cu l t ura l ancl f'ine1, 
t h 5n •·s o _ life f ol"' ouz.-aolves ; and n determi nation 
to •ive tho oest t hat i s i n us to ou- Sc,roi•ity and t o 
e.::rnist in any a d ve r y \1ay to s hed t he l i 1 ht 0£ our 
talisman thrcug 1 ut t h0 ·10 ' l d . ( i ,his paragraph i s 
r epeu ted b t he . resident wh om all mcnn a.rs ace after 
they huv e joine d hands). 

The soror i ty yz•ayar is tha J' ormal c l osing and i s re eated 

l>y t he pres i dent a s the mem· Ol 9 S s ·and wit h bo\'/ed haads. 

The prayer r eads: 

Eternal 1'',:, tbar., Shepheitl o-£ t ile Stars., s uida us t hat 
we ma y follo\"t onl y t h e good , on l y the ·:;rue., only t he 
b,,. ut iful . Hold alo!'t to us t he ~ idi .3 torc h or 

8Theodo1•e Gr aebner, .l Handbook of Or5anizations (St. Louis: 
Con c ordia Pui:>l i s h in~ Hous e, 19L~6 ), p:-:a.JtJ . 
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;,• i sdom and belp us to _ ush on, Lmd un ad to., rd its 
light.. Illume o u r soul s uith t h;, wisdo1 that ·,e in 
t;u.i"n may 'J.1- ht the .;ay ~or t oae r,ho .folloi-: us. I · 
t he r"s.d \.'8 to.k.:.i s ~ous ohsc ure 5.n duot ., ,;i ve us 
skill and ~r e c t o !mve it \7i t l.. s "f.\l"ti , t tr·:!nsm.u.t a 
the · ust into s a dust .. Gr:.: .1t us such clearness oi' 
v:lsion j such s t/ atno s s o l ' spirit,, such e arnee tne~s 
of' pur:,os C# ., ..,h a.t ,1e may foll ot th t o_ .:h to om ... ... osl . 

The above 1"'nyer io o t...1-J.e as .;) en ce 0.1. dais .. I t is 

Cm-is tle a .. ~s ido i"'ro t he n a.t~ re r ~ligion e.xp.ress e~· in the 

• ra., 01'" , a s "Suoph'::z-d of t he S tars:i hold alo.r.t thy to1 .. c h s-

... ivos us s k ill anci. grti.ce to pave our r o ::.d with e ta.rs:, and 

trun s111uta the .. ust into star rlt1.st., 11 t his soc id t y sc,ems to 

be a l'Ot;ul a r hotbed o£ s .-iobbcn .. y. Tber·e i s r nson to bel ieve 

t : ... · •. th t.:llaptar :r. :l.."ltt a l is bu.i1 t upon a ve. uc rolis iousity 

17h ich 1.. um. l ~tely i gnoi .. e s ·i;ho lbl.e a nd tho Chl":i:S tiau ,7S.y o'i' 

9 
life . 

Dal t a Tau Del ta 

Tho secre t ritual of' ,Del ta Tau ·Dolta containo reforonces 

to "Hie· os" a n1.: 11 uerine ,,. :::, 11 e s ::,>i te tl e :fact t t thia .fro.-
n 

• • • 
t hrout:h t ho r.t.Jr i t s 0.1. J osus hx•ist. Olli' Lords to u 1orn., with 

'fhoe, we as~r i bo a.11 hono1• and rlor.. i'o1"eve:., . '.11en. 1 In 

t he oath, the pled ·e must say: 



I •.:ri ll g i ve Delte Ta u Del ta l i lon_; ... 11oo;ia.n,')a, ser­
,,ice, l oyu_t:,.., :md l ove ; ••• I p l cd~ ni:r £'a.1th, my 
•1nax-a.0 lt:1, l\n, ~ my- sacl."ed hcmor . S o hel p rn,;;, Ood l 

Thi s oorder c on ~ v :i.ola.t:i.on oi" thb Fir- t :om andtnent : "Thou 

take a n oath ,.,hi\:h p l a u~:es one ' s £ ith t o a s oiety and n oc_; 

l:io Lio • 

Delta Upsilon 

In t l e, ordo1'" or i nit ia1.1on tho chaplain of ers t his 

p r ayer: 

Al mighty and overlastin._; God , Who dids t ins _ i r o our 
n t hor•· to es ts.b 1.iah this li'r e.t e rni t ;,; up on j uotice for 

its fou11.do. t i on ; Gr. nt unto us i n our day such a love 
· :!"o>: truth a Justice , s ch a les 1re "or ri ht ous-
n ess, ancl such a. knowled e oi' Thy rrill as may ena l e 
us to e just 111 t.,11 ollI' d e o.li11g s \1ith ~~c h ot'1er and 
•;ith i..ho world, and to l ivo ".7orth:i.l y of t his , oar 
Pr•:1tor11ity ! I.; o.y tb.is Brotherhoo\l , f'otmded upon Thy 
l a ·rs an< i'or t he sett i.n.:, f'o1'wc 1, oi' a l l iligh an 
nobl u i deals ., en ju:,r Thy· co·n t ini.1.al ra·,1or am! be t o 
us a11 to thoD e who no,; enter 1 ·;.s fellow h ip a 
consta..'"1."t sourc o-· s t 1 .. ens th and hn !lines , and an 
w1ra :1:t :; m sp.s f or a.dv t.n c i n b a l l that i s l"itiht 
an,.1 ti--u.o, thl.'> 01.1ch Cllr1 " t o m. Lord, Am-.,n . 

'!'here are a "re".·1 ob j ections to t his prayer. The \.: lause 

t ,·1 t C¾od :l11spirad t heir f a ther s . t.o .found tbs s oc iat y on the 

f'oun lation of j 1,.1atice i s, a t l east, pious s ont:i. 1ent . The 

st. tement t ! a t thi r") 1 ov fo1 .. jus t ice \"lhich t '1ey- asl Go to 

creat e i n the i r he1.u•ts wil l t each the ra t o b e j st wi 'th all 

men d i s r e g ar ds t t~ n~ turo or t he human ho~r t . Ir men are 

Ohl":i.St i ans ana 1.f t h e y pray to Chr :i.st for stra,1-t henio5 or 

t heil .. f aith and zea l to live b y tl10 love of Cl'l.rist, t hey 



. 
". 

will st1"!vo t o p :c>ac t i c e · us :tee towo:t"'d all hl n . Onl e s 

l ove . 

Gospa'l 11 

Ep s ilOl'l s i "'mll Al p h a 

This or· ani zati on :ls def'initoly an unc hrist ian s oc i e ty-. 

'I' he oa t h of m0r11barsllip sta t es : 

I n tiw :roconce of Goi aL1d t he s e r,it n1a>s s es , I most 
sol er. ·:il y and sin c erel y pl ods e mysel _ t o u:s,hol d t· e 
h onol" and d i gni t y an d res p ect the a tan r~rd s o-£ 
E_ s i l on s,.e;rn&. Al h , ·t o tho ,,ory- be st of 1uy ab i l ity-. 
I sh· 11 r oc om nd f'ol.. mam ership in my chapter only 
;.·1 c e e_ son o ,. ·1osti che.:.""C t ers . e _ e bcve r e ·:,_ .. oac h . 
I ha:.:•uby promis e to be loyal to the o.C".f5.c e?'s of my 
c ha :,t-3r a n ,l ·i;o ':!-: 1£:i.11 e l l ob l i ,·o.t i o.u: c o 1e c t eJ. _.,_t:1 
• lY mombers i p -. 

The s e c o:r,d degre e oatl t e rr: e t h e 11Carea ony o_' t iie J c \7e ls" 

r l.lad s:: 

I, h av :tng ho a r d ~re l esson oi' t ho j~\ e l s, be.fore t h e 
J, l t tll" o :f i1' ir• c , &lld ins., :tra d y t o l '"a ce :.> t o'E • t~1e·:1e, 

ocltleas 0 1"' wt s cl om, do hereb dedic ate my-s oli' 2.new 1io 
uphol 'tho honor a :1d d i atity oi: Ep s i1on S i ~ma Al _ h a, 
t hat t ho i dea.l s OI .. t ile or g aniz ation s .. ou l d be made 
r; a n 5.f'0st i n my l i i 'e . 

A Cm- i st!an i s f'orb ~1.dden to swoa1'" :false l y, ·b l a s phe­

mously 0 and frivolously and or t ok ing oaths i n ~cer tain 

t hin ·s . I n Ma t t. 5:33-37, a Chr i stian 1s informed: 

Asa i l'l, y e h ave lleaI"d t hat it hath been s aid b y 
t hem of' old t ime, Thou shalt not f'orsrrear t hyself', 
but s halt per:ro1 .. 111 un to t he Lord thine oa t hs: But I 
say unto jou, Suom .. not at all: neithor by hsavan; 
l'or i t i s God 's t hrone: i:or by the earth ; !:'.lI" it i s 
h is foot stool: ne"it hn .. by Jerusalem; i'or it is t he 
city or t h o gi'eat ICin • Neither shalt t h ou s~·,ear by 
tby head, because t hou canst not malco one l'lu1r \7hite 
oI' black. But let your collllnunic a tiou be, Yea, yea; 
Nay, nay: for wha t s oever is more than t h e se cometh of 
evil. 
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A· Chl"i s ti an may sv,ear by God 1 s name \"then the glory- or God 

and the , el.faI"e of his neibhbor 1a de1nanded. "Thou shalt 

rear t he Lord t hy God , e.n.d servo h i r.1, an-:! s halt sv,eaz- by his 

n atne." Deut. ' 6:13. In addi tion, 'the :c•elig1ous song, quoted 

on page 35, comp l otely disreLlar ds God 's grace i n Christ. 

I n the closing J rayer on pa~e 36 addrossod to God, t he 

Etel."nal F nt he1 .. ., membe1•s aslc Him to d~.l"act t lleir ways that 

t hey mi ght l.'"amain faithful to thai1" pledge under t·:ie watchful 

e y e o f' Palla s At hene. The r e i s n o rrD ?It i on of OhI'i s t and 

Hi &• love and 3 I"ace ~n t h is~ rayer. This i s blas~he y since 

God ' s narno i s oquu~ed ,·ri t h tbat o~ a pagan deity. In t he 

niornori al s o1 .. v ice on p a;,;e s .35 and 36 the heavenly h ome is 

p 1 .. o r.1i sed t o anyone \Vh o has bean a .ra1 tbi'ul membar of' Eps i lon 

S i uu1a Al pha . Th/3 Chris tian vi w e .lcplic1tl.y tells us the.t 

onl y- thos e who havo l.iv.ed a lii'e of 1'aith in t he mori ts of' 

J esus Chr :tst nave t he pl"'omise of' S r;ripturo t hat t hey '7111 
l 

I"ecoi v e etern al lii 'e, Tm memorial service closes with 

t hese wor ds: 

How may t hese wo~d s of Longf~llow comrort our hearts: 
And t he night shall be filled v:ith mue:tc:, 
And t he cares t h at inf es t the d ay, 
e11a1· f old thair ta.ts like the Arabs. 
ii.nu as silentl~ st.eal a~ay. 

Only t h e wor ds or Jesus Christ. tr.a Savior of all D19n, can 

com.fort tho hearts of uien especially at t he time or dee.th. 

Here t ho sorority puts man• s word s e.bove that or Jesus Christ. 
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Kappa Del 1. a Phi 

In t he prayers o:f this sorority- we l'oad: . 

Oh, God, Who h tist ivon the .o o •·if't of' Friond­
ship., lcaep alivo in our hearts the v lr~ues of' I<:ala:, 
Dalmon, and Pll:tlia. l'i1c.ke our of'1'enf:oS to be i'ol:'­
g otten, and our services to bo remembox-acl. Ba \71th 
our a s ent membere ; euide an ble ~s t 1em. 

Oh, "l l m:l.a;h ty God • as ':7t, extinguish t h e earthly 
sy nbQl S ~ ! o ur t hre o great virt ,cs, we beg or y ou to 
ite ap t he ~~ .. J.• ires burning ,1itb1n O Ul'" haaz,ts., and to 
koep our mi11 i s illUJU:tna.ted with tllo precepts of our 
SO!'DI"ity , 

The • .:.: prayers n1i:;: Chz•i s tian t ._ought e.nd naturalistic ideas. 

Bo t;h prayers are Chri stless . 

Phi Delta 

Tl1e ritual or Phi Delta has tho cl10.ple.i·:i offer t he 

f'ollowi n,s pr ayer: 

Al 1.t1ighty I"ulc r o:f the Un i verse, ,·re invoke thy bless­
ing on this ou1 .. prosent communication. l}rant that 
t h is young man may cul ti vn te nn\l dovote his lii'a to 
thy servic a. and bocome a tzaue and faithful o:rother 
... mong us. Endow· ;'lim ·.ri th a com::>atency of t 1y Divine 
••

1isdom, t h e.t b y t he inf'luence o the pure pzainciples 
of oura instx-uction he nay be t he better enabled to 
display the beauties 01 .. 1:-r iana s hip., and Brotherly 
Love, T!'uth and Honor, to t ho a;1 ory of thy Holy name. 
Amen. 

The p1 .. ayer is ad• re.ased to the rule r of tha Univ erse. 

But who is this Almighty ruler? The prayer does not identify 

him. It c ould be t he tr1..1.e God. But it could also be Allah• 

Bucldh a i, or• soms othel"' pa gan deity. Tho ritual closes ,1i th 

t h is pr ayer: 

Thou., O God, ,vh o li:nowast our do,7n setting, and our 
up:r-is i ng., and w-1derota. deth our thou ilts a:rar of£, 
shield a ;;1.d de.fend us f'r om t he evil intentions of our 
enehdes and support us in renderin- the trials a..11d 
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a.!'1'1 :1.ctions we are dest ined· to endure -rrhile traveling 
throu rh t he Vale or Teare. l.lan t~ ::; is born or r1oman 
is or '£err da~"S an full o_· troubl • lle c c, . o ·h forth 
as a f l ower, and .is cut clown. Yea, he .f'l eat h as a 
shadow, an ~ co iri:iinuoth not. Secini; his dayo are 
deto:nn ned, t he number 01· his month s ,'11th 't'hoa, 'l'hou. 
-hast .:,pointod his bounds t i.let ho can not pass. Tur n 
f'X"om Ii:_m, 0 Loi'"d, that he ma y r e& t until he shall 
ac-- om:>lish h i s day . Foi-• t h re is h opa o!' "' trt.>e 1!' 
i t b e cu.t down •iihnt it will sprout a5aln, a.11d that the 
·tan'l<lc r branch will n ot Dorisll. But man dieth a1 d \7asteth 

·awa y 1 y ea, man l i e th d o~:n and ·1 i veth up t he ehost . As 
JGha ,·,utors r ur fl"oni t he ea, a as tho flood doca:veth 
and drie t h up, so man l ietll d or:n and I"isetb not up 
until the ilo· ven::i shall be no trior e. Yot, oh Lord, 
have cor ass ion on the cbild ren or t hy c_eation . 

m:1.ni··-iie e them colil:fort in tim o!' trouble an~ save 
t hera ,·11 t _ an ever l a s t in a l vat~ 0 11.. Amen. 

The • t' aye r u ent:i.ons nothinc; of: Chr .. t ana Hi s g1~ace . A 

J e cta p gan coLii.d pr·ay this pl'"ayer . I t is unionis tic. A 

Gh::·i t b in p1--ays to t he Tl'"iuno God and prays i n the name or 
Jo ::;us . " And :tn that day ye shall e.s1t me nothin~ . Veril y, 

ver tly , I s a y- unt o you 11 Vlhatsoever ya ... h.all ask 'the Father 

in my nalile ., he will g ive it you.' Joim 16: 23 . Dr. Gl:"aebner 

g·:tv s a 1110Dt .,;r rp hie descrip tion of t l't..i s p1~ayer ,;:hen he says: 

Tho prays1'" is an Irish s t at'1 of' h3 terogeneou s ble 
t :•.ts, but will undot.lbtcdl.y i mpress t he you11& p l ed ·e 
as VG?'f solemn, bain~ composed o:r1 5\"1eetly s ad senti­
ments ad r es.s ecl ·to tho oo Lord. 

Phi S i u mG Lambda 

The initiates mt.wt repeat t his -vow: 

I, ,, --do solemnl y promisa--ti1a t I will join m7 
sincere'st ef£orts--crit h t hose of my sistsrs--to 
.rurthor tile i doals --04· friendship, servico ai 
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loyalty--in Phi SiBma Lambda. I shall hol d my so~ority-­
i.11 eqL1al i rnpo:i:-tance rrith any other or:;anization--and 
shall keep i nviol~te--any sec r et work of the oorority. 
Thi s I promise--in the pr esence of' my sist ers--an,. b fore 
our od. 

Tho o&th is a frivolous oa t~. ei t he1• the glory :,f ired nor 

lih e nolf'nI" ... o! the neighi:>01· demands the oath. 

Dr . Graebnar summ~r i zea his i mpressions or this sorority 

e.s r olla111s: 

Aside f1 .. orn t he f'x-1 volous o a th:, in add.i tion, God is 
placed on t l. sama l eval with Buddha, and the prayers 
ovidently are Cl'lris t l :}SS becaus e non-Ch: isti ans may 
'o:!.n the acc isty.. The sorority is p l aced above, or 
on an e qual basis rr i t _1., t he :ic,ma and. the chUl'c ., the 
inst i tut i?n :roun· ed o.u ordained by Goo . T ~ member 
of t h e s ~or1ty i s e~acted to be loyal to her society 
anl her s oroi." i ty sis ~cers abo1,e all thin ~s. The s oc iety 
h as b on pa tterned urter t1e East e rn Sta11as th.a ritual 

r cuthes the spil'it ef_ t ho _ga s te:rn Star . 

Conclusion 

: e have concluded our in1~sti0 ation of' e numbe~ of 

ri t uals 0 .1. college fraternit i es. \'lo he.vo d1scovere t ll.at 

t l.le e r ! t ua.ls do contai11 zteli ious £e at urea ,-rh ich c onf'l i c t 

with the Cllr :I.stia11 i'ait h and because of' vrh ich hr:!.stian 

univer s i ty E: t udents ought not ar .. i lia:te ~ i th i'ratarniiiios 

rep1'"esante d by t hetn. 

Bu.t there arc otll8r :features in f're.terni'i;:tas wh ich a 

Christian mus t take into account bofol'e he joins a f'ro.ternity. 

rro t ho ~e features Rev. Cur·t is C. Stephan calls at l.e tion. 

Vlitl t he el"mission m the Con101ission. on Fr aternal Organiza­

tion we are appending Rev. Stephan's critique to which we 



,-:rhol e h o.r·t ed l y subscrib .:. . ov . St ophan ~ri t e s: 

Lett er!:! in trr9' f'i l cs i'X'om d ean s oi" ·tm3nty l e a d i ng 
universi t;ies o'J.' o ur l a:id s p oo.lt or c e 1'ta:l.n advu t age s 
and value t h at .fzan t s rni tics and oorozai tills of !'or. b ut 
t he: s peak al s o 01.' many d i oadv an t ugo~ and e vil s of t he 
sys'·om" 

I t s e e ms to mo :rrom lonil t houa ht 0 11 t he ru:it tor t h at 
the dei'e c ts o:!' the s yste1 so far ou t t:e :!.~h t he meri t s 
that Olt-:> peopl e ot, :;:ht t o be discoura bo:1 .fzoo'Cil a ssoci e.tin 
t he ma e l v • with t h e::;e 01•g a n iz &ti on s . I f'in d t h ese ob-
. ac t i.or e t,o bo s sri ous ones: 

1. 'ill a s p lle rny:r o .t 1s~ a nd ~ac rec y t h at· \Fi oJ.·. t e t he 
second coma .an ment; 
pr ayo1•c t bs t ar e Ch t> i s tles s ancl U.."'1 ... c 1ris .i a ; 
p1"omotion o!: rol i tJ). 011& lnd i i'f'e zte nce ; 
compulsory atton ~n e e i n o. body at heterodo:-;: 
churches; 

!, .. l i ving as a c l o.., e :i.' mi l y u.nit ,·rith i'alse 
e1 i~vera an d unbel i e vers; 

6 . obl :I.:; .. tion to c:oni'or m t o the soc i a l patter n 
oi' behav i or oi.' t he i'r a t a r ni ty; 

7e al l e g iance to tho f r aternity above all e l se; 
8 • .failur e 1ij 0 p1"ac t i c e high mor al ideals; 
9. t endency to sno bery even t a~~rd un~~ganizod 

:!'e ll o-,1- Chri s t i s. .s; 
1 0 . d i s crimina.tion a g ain s t people of' c erta i n rel 1···1ous, 

e t·.n1c , cu l tura l :, uucl ·e conomic gr oups. 
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