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CHAPTER I
IIITRODGC W ION

This paper attompts to investigate some widely lknown
college fraternities and sororities. Basically thore are
two kinds of fraternal organizations on Lmerican college
campusss. Tihey are called fraternity and socisety. The Tra-
ternity orgenizes tho social life of its members to promote
their educational cbjectives. The society 1s an association
rather than an organization, and functions solely to recog-

nizo achievement or interost in some field of sducation.

]

The Iraternily, whebther for men or women--thou_ h fraterni-
tiee Tor women are stlll commonly lmown as sororitics--is
regardel a peneral fraternity if it selects its uscumbers at
large from the undergraducte student body, and primi:rily
from the non-prolfessional and non-vocational departments of

Falal

this group. The profecssiosnal freternity differa Irou the

general fraternlity in only one respoct, in tThat it solects
all its meuwbsrs from students pursuing the same professional
or vocational course and organizes their social life in
harmony with their specilic and common educsational interest.
Tho social fraternities stross the individualt's relations

to and with his fellows and to the group as a whole.

Ve now give Tormal definitions of the saveral categorles

of fruternities and societies. A social college fraternity

is a mutually-exclusive, self-perpetuting group which
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organizes the soclal 1lifeo of its mompbers in accredited
collages and universities as a coantributing faetoﬁ to their
educ ational program and draws its membership primarily from

the undergraduate body of the institution. A professional

froternity 1ls a speclalized fraternity which confines its

membsrship to a svecific field of professional or vocatimmal
education in accredited colleges o universities., It main-
talns nmutually~oxclusive mermbership in that professional

o -

fleld bubt may initicte mowbesrs of the social collegse fra-

ternitles. 4#An honor sociaty takes in only those who ars

aqualilfied schclastically and have distinguished themselves
in scme Tield of education and culture.l

This thesis deals with scciul and professional frater-
nicties. I will first discuss the origin and history of
college fraternities and sororities and thoir goneral organi-
zations In two Turther chapters I will discuss somo fra-
tornities on the basis of their constitution, thelr by-laws,
and thair rituals for Lhe purpose of ferreting out whatesver
objectionable religious reatures they may have. In a final
chapter I wlill attempt, on the basis of the ovidonce found,

to evaluate the program ani purpose of college fraternities

and sororitios.

1 - : :
Balrd!s lianugl of American Collego Fraternities,
odlted by Harold J. Baily (15th edition; llenasha, Wisconsin:

George Banta Publishing Company, 1Gi49), spe 57=5%.

T—




CHAPTER II
HISTOHRY AND ORGANIZATION OF FRATERNITIES

Secret societics have boen one of the most effective
netirods ol meeting the need of man for cestain elose and
intimato associations outside of his family group. In

practically all ancient civilizations these Craternitiss

throve and oxerbted a powerful inifluocncoe upon the thought

and lives of peonle.
liany details of the rites, purposes; and ideals of a |
secret order have not been recordsd But by piecing to=-
gether bite of information from many dlflferent soiurcos,
as Homoer, Herodotus, Socrates, Plato, Aristotle, Pythagoras,
Avlstides, and Uicoro, we can get a fair idea of what these
seeret socletles stood fore. Apparently the oldest rccorded
Irateornal orpganization was the one built about the so-called [

mysteries of Isis and 0sirls which flourished in Egypt at an

cr

early date. It appears that these mysteries may have set

the pattern in Greece.for the rise and dovelopment of such

mys teries as the isleusinian, Pythagorean, and othors. During
the liddle Ages thore flourishsd in Lurope many guilds which
functioned more or less as Traternities, Thore were the great
organizations of the Knights Templar, Alchomists, the

Hospitallers of St. John, tlhe» Comacine liasters, and tls Froe

Masons, Thore is a remote poszibility that the ritualism of

these orders may have 2 loose connaction with the mysteriles



Iy

of' the ancients. AdAccording to jiesonic literature, thso year
1600 morked tho split of Hasonry into oparative and specula=-
tive liesonrys. Thls date may also signelize thes split between
cnciont and ﬁoﬂcrn types ol' fraternal orders.

The liesons =soon becams the most active secret scciety,
end this fraternity ever since has besn the pattern for others
to imitatc.l The change from an opoerative to a fraternal or
spaculative sociebty iz Ifreaquantly called the reovival of
Freoemasonry for the reesson that throogh the widening of the
scepe ol the guilds new lifc and activity entered into tho
organization. Thils widening oc. the scope of the guilds was

the admitbing of men oi all prolfessions, provided they were

a.cepted and initlatod by thoe organizatim. Then followed

the formation of a joverning conter or Grand Lodge which was

gstablishod on June 2i, 1717, in London, England. Anderson's

Cons bitutions published in 1738 contains the account of the

&« ™

formaetion of tho Grand Lodge of England. Little is known of
the activities of the new Grand Lodge during the first fow
veers of its existonce and nothing seems to have bsen done
either Ho cstablish or popularizz the Craft. The Grand Lodge

- - 2
excrcised authority over the Mason meetingse:

] M
There have been several exposcs ol kasonry, but ths one of

greatest significance is thec so=-called liorgen expose! of 1336,

ly111iem M. Shidelor, ©he Development of Fraternity
(0xford, Onio: Phi Keppa Tau Ceniral Olilce, 1951), DPpe 1-2.

2Delmer Duane Darrah, History and Evolution of Frase-
masoney fuhicago, Ill.: Charios T. Powner Company, 1951),
PLe 91=0Qi.
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William Morgan, a membor of tho liasonic organizatlion, was
highly oifended when hls name was omitted from a peSition

which hs signed regarding the formation of a Royal Arch Chapter.
Thus he turned against the fraternity. Allying himsell with
Dévid C. Hiller, a ;ocal newspaper man who had besn stopped

by objectlon from climbingz the ranks of Hasonry, he began to
publish an expose! of the fratarnity. Horgan disappeared
suddenly thereai'ter and his abduction still remains unsolvod.3
Albert G. Macksy, a ngtod authority on liasoary states:

4 alt

"lorgan published in 1826 a pratended Exposition of Mascnry.

However, in hils book, The Devel opment of Fraternity,
Dr. Shideler states:

Since it is generally known, 1t 1s not _jivin: any
secoots to say that most of the rituals of collage
fraternities arec based more or less directly upon the
old ifprgan expose! of the lissonlec ritusl ns beflore
stated. In many cases even the phraseology of the
obligation is presorved in greater or less detail,
and this is so not only in the case of college fra-
ternities, but in the case of rival fraiternal organiza-
tlons such as ths Knlghits of Pybthias, the 0dd Fellows,
and othors. The gencral mechanics, or what you might
call the floor work, of the initiation cersmony, is
copled with grester or less Tidelity, and the general
philosophy developed is very similar. 5

Originally collsge ICraternitics had only very simmls
initiation ceremonies, and little or none of the elabe=
orate rituals they huve today. Dr, Jaspor licSurely,
one of the sarlier mombers of Beta Thota Pi, told ae
that in his student days--lilami, 1852-1856--the greatest
secrets of a fraternity were its constitution and 1its
meotbting place, with grip, Imiling sign, and password
secondarr, And even In my own student days the grips
of most fraternities were rather general knowledge.

2Ibides PPe 235=2l17.

hﬂlbert Ge laclkoy, "Morgzan, Willieam," An Encyclopasdia

o Freemasonry and Ite Kindred Sciences, edited by Charlos
T. licClonachan (Philadolphia, Pae.: Le He Hverts & Company,

188"4-)9 Pe 506-
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Rituals eoparently grew very gradually, and are uszed
bo express in more or less dramatic sllegorical form the
baslc principles; ideals, and "spirations of ths fra-

ternity. OComumonly the candidate pasces through the three

degrees of knighthood, or searches for the Holy Grail,
or zgoes upon a similar type of holy pilpgrimage, or somo=
thing of the sort. 0Or he mays 28 1In the ancilent rites
and mysterics, experisnce symbolic dzath and resusrecs=
tion, as 1is most dramatically done in at leust one case.
The amsrilcan college Lraternity system bogan with the
Tounding of Phi Beta Kappa at VWilliam and Mary College,
December 5, 1770« It was & secrot fraternity and remained so
until 1831. 7The Creck letters are Lhs first letters of the

Greck words Phillosophia Biou Kubernetes, that is, "Philo-

sophy the Pilot (Guide) of Life.” The Greek pattern was
chosen boeause of the respeckh and admiration of the foundsrs
for the beauty, the simpliciiy, the discipline, and %ha PSI=
fection of the philosophy ol the anclont Grecks, an ideal
toward which thoey should ever strive. ‘

AlGer almost Cive decades in which Phi Beta Keppa ex=-
paerienced no competition, other fraternlties came into
existence. Tho first great increase in Iraternities occuried
during tﬁe thirty wvears befure the Civil War. Delta Upsilon
was founded Novembor I, 183ly, at Willisms College. In the
Auturn of 1825 Kappa Alpha was formed at Union by Jdﬁn Hunter
and other members of the class of 18206. Alpha Delta Phi
placed & chapter at Yale in 1830, and in 1839 Psi Upsilon

planted a rival chapter at the sume schools Delta Kappa

5

®rb1a., pi 2.

Shidelor, ObW citey De 3o 2

’

rEy - rAET iy Tl
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Epsilon was founded at Yale in 18lyY; and placed branch

chapters in other collegss. In 1847 the first lNew York City

fraternity, Zeta Psi, was founded at tho University of the
Gity of New York (now lew York University). In 1849 Delta
Phl placed a chaptor at the University of Pennsylvania,

a Chi was the third fraternity originating at Hiami,
and Beta Theta Pi, Phi Delta Theta, and Sigma Chi, Trom
their home and b;rtialaco called the "liiami Triad,” spread
over the West and aouth &5 the mewbers of the Uaion Triud

had spread over the s ﬁxern stotes. The second Southern

.

.

fraternity, °"1a Alphe Epsilon, wes founded at the Univer-

sity of Als bama in 1890,7 A further increase followsd that

war. Phi Keppa wes foundod at Hope College on October 1, 1889,

Theta Xi was founded 2t Rensseluer Polytechnic Institute,

Lpril 2, 186l A% the Virginie Military Institute, Lexing-

ton, Virginia, Alphe Tau Umaga was born in 1865, Kappa Sigma

Kappa in 1867, and Sigma Nu in 18069, In 1867 Alpha Gaemme

: &
originated at Cumberland University. The twentisth century

witnessed a further e.pansion ol fraternities: Alpha Epsilon

Pi was founded at Hew York University, Hovemder 7, 1913,
Sigma Tau Gammea at Cenbral iliszcurli State College, Warrens=-
burg, iiis souri, June 2¢, 1920, Alphe Epsilon Phi at Bernard

Colleye, October 2y, 1969, and Sigma Dolta Tau at Cornell

Toairdts Han uul of fAmerican Collsgze Fraternities,
editad by Harold J, Bally (l5th edicion; Lanasha, tiisconsin:
Georgé Banta Publishing Company, 1949), pp. L=5.

FE S PRITZLAFF MEMORIAL LIBRARY
22:28es Pe 2o - CONCORL’A Sil4HanY
ST. LOULS, =0,
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University, liarch 25, 1917. Both World Ware gave further
impetus to the growth of Iraterrilties. Since 1945 fra-
ternities added many new chaphers.

In our day {fraternitics ars deeply rooted in tue
American academic system, in fact, have osecome a part of
it, end have developed fiercely dynamic loyalties. Frae
ternitises have a surprising vﬁtnlity, and are now far
stronger than oveor before. .JAccording to the Hew York Times
there are at present over 1,100,000 active mesumbsrs in col=
lego fraterniticos. Over a million of them are ex-G.I.'s.’
There are 59 nntipnul fraternities having 20600 active chapters.

In the year 1910 the Hatlonal Interfraternity Conference
wae founded. This Conference limits its membership to men's
genoral college fraternities devoted to fratornity ideals,
nutional as distinet from locel, and of sufficient age and
standind to have a considerablo number of chapters functioning
by the maintainance of fraternity houses. FProfessional fra=-
ternities and honor socicties are not oeliginvles. The policy
oi' the Confersnce is to limit its functions to study and
discuseion of', and advice to, fraternities in an advisory
.apacity. A Traternity having full membership in the Con-

1
ference is allowed one voiee.

9shideler, One clbay Pe 30
19rp1d., pp. 63-70.
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In 1915 the Hational Panhellenic Conferencs was

established "ﬁo maintain on a high plane fraternity 1life and
interfraternity relationships; tec cuoperate with college
authoritios in their effort to maintain high social and
scholastic stvandurds throushout the wihole college; and to
be a forum for ths discussion of questlons of interasst to
the college and freternity world." The Panhellenie Con=-
foavence iz empowercd to make recommendabticns to member
fratermities. Tho Panhellenic Creed, the Interfraternity
Compact, and the Standards of Ethical Conduct have come into
existence through such recommcndations.ll
The Tirst step toward an orgenized government in most
freternities was the selection of one chapter to be what was
called the "grand® or "presiding” chepter. This chapter was
supposed to be the repository of facts from which other
chapters might derive information, and to be the governing
body oi the fraternity. It was to be subjsct only to the
direction of the assenbly of delegates from the chapters,
tormed the convenbion, and was to pressrve and maintain some
sort of settlsed policy in the administration ol fraternity
affairs. When fraternities held conventions, authority of
all kin&s was vested in that body during its sessions. This
plen was used unbtil after the Civil War. But it was nobt
adequate to supply the wanﬁs of a growing organization. A

new system of government appeared. The convention still

st
Ibid., pp. 319=321.

F—
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retained theo supreme legislative powsr, but tho administra-
tive and exscublve funcilons of government were vastod in a
Dodr called antexacutivaAcuunuils The oxecutive head of the
Tratornity or somc other nember’of the governing council camo
to bs the secrebarys Due to Liwe rapid incroase in tho number
of chapters of the Iraternitle=s othor fnaburén werg ine
troduceds The labtest developmont in fraternity administration
hes boen the establishment of a centrul of fice with a full
time secretary In charge and with adequate azuvistance for
hendling tho business details of the orgnnlﬂut'un.

All college fraternitios are secrpt with the e;;c\?ptio:'i
of Lulta Upsilons In tho carlisr period of fratarniﬁr historj
the conetitution ofton included esoteric material such as the

descrintion o’ the badgze, the mecaning of the motbto, t'a mathiod
of glving the passwords and the grip, and other such "sscrots™
as are nov ordinarily found in a soparate riltual. Hany
ratemilties now publish their constitutions anl codes of
lawes In convenient booklast form or in thelr handbooks, and

the intercinnge of such publications thirough interfratsrnlity
courtosy is uommou.lz This doos not wmean that fraternities
give out such informetlon indiscriminrately to those not belng
fratornity mombers.

Wo lLuve givon a brilef cvorview of the orlgin and history
of tho ocrganization of Iraternities. In tne noxt chapter we
shall discuss ths following Lfraternitios most of which are

mesboers of bho abovs conforancos:

12753d,, ppe 12=1i.
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l. Fratornitice belonging tc the Wationel Interfraternity
Confarence: Alpha Epsilon Pi, Delta Phl, Delta Tau Delta,
Delta Upsilon, Phi Kappa, Sigma Tau Gamma, Theta Xi, eand
Zeta Beba Taas
2, Fraternitiss belonging to the lNational Panhellenic Con-

Epsilon Phi, Alpha Omicron Pi, Chi Omoga,

fo

ference: Alph
end Sigma Dglta Tauj

3« Fraternitics not belonging to the above confersesnces:
Beta Sigma Phi, Betae Sigme Psi, Spsilon Sigma Alpha, Kappa

Delta Phi, Phi Deltay; and Phi Sigma Lambda,




CHAPTER IIT
FRATERNITIES CUITACTED

Since our Synod is concerned that its members do not
effiliabe with organizations whose religious beliefs and

pracitices wviolute tho teachings of our Church; and sinece most

-

rituals of fraternal organizations explicitly con=

PPN - de Vg
LGer Glle

o

tain objoctionable religious foatures, it 1s necessary that
those rituals be examined. Therefore I have made eofforts to

contact some fraternities eand sororitles Lo gain access to

their rituals. I coasulbted Baird!'s lanual of American College

Fraternibties, tho Tilfteenthh edition, published by George Banta

Publisnaing Company in 1919, for names and addresses of these
organizations. This book lists, among many, the Tollowing
Tfraternitlies and sororitilos:

¥raternities belongin: to the National Interfraternity

bt

Conference: Acacia, Alpha Chi Rho, Alpha Delta Phi, Alpha
Ensilon Pi, Alpha Gamma Rho, #lpha Kappa Laumbda, Alpha Phi
belta, Alpha Sigma Phi, flpha Tau Omega, Beta Sigma Rho, Buta
Theta Pi, Chi Pi, Chi Psi, Delta Chi, Delta Kappa ipsilon,
Delta Phi, Delta Psi, Delta Sigma Phi, Delta Tau Delta, Delta
Upsilon, Farmhouse, Kapna Alpha Order, Kappa ilpha Soclety,
Kappa Delta Rho, Kappa Nu, Kappa Sigma, Lambda Chi Alpha, Phi
Alpha, Phi Delte Theta, Phi Epsilon Pi, Phi Gaama Delta,

Phi Kappa, Phi Kappa Psi, Phi Kappa Sigma, Phi Kappa Tau,

Phi Mu Delta, Phi Sigma Delta, Phi Sigma Kappa, P1 Kappa Alpha,
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Pi Kappa Phi, Pi Lombda Phi, Psi Upsilon, Sigma Alpha Epsilon,
Sijma Alphe Mu, Sigma Chi, Sigma Nu, Sigma Phi, Sizcma Phi
Epsilon, Sigma P1, Tau lUelta Phl, Tau Hpsilon Phi, Tau Kappa
Epsilon, Theta Chl, Thota Delta Chi, Theta Kappa‘Phi, Thota
X1, Triangle, Z%eta Beta Tau, and Zota Psij
2. Fraternities belciging to the National Panhellenic Con=-
ference: Alpha Chi Omege, dlpha Delta Pi, Alphe Gamma Delta,
filphe Omieron Pi, #lphe Phi, Alpha Xi Delta, Beta Si:ma
Oumicron, Uhl Omoga, Delta Delta Delta, Dolta Gamma, Delta
seta, Gamma Phi Beta, Kappa Algha ‘theta, Kappa Delta, Kappa
Keppe Gamma, Phi Mu, P1 Bosta Phi; Sigme Kappa, Theta Upsilon,
weta Tau Alpha, #lpha Epsilon Phi, Alpha Sigma Alpha, Alpha
Sigma Tau, Delta Phi Spsilon, Delta Sigma Zpsilcon, Phi Sigma

oa
=]

ma, PLi Kappa &i,ma, Sizma Delta '"au, Sigma Sigma Sigma,

¥

la
- = s wdad g L 2
Theta Phi Alpha, ;and Theta Sigme Upsilone.

I wrote to thirty organizations which I sslected at
random. Twlsve anawered- In this chapter we will talee note
of those fraternitics who declined ©To send their rituals,

In the next chapter we will discuss and examine those fra-
ternitics who did ssend thoir rituals. The Commisslon on

Fraternal Organizations of the Lutheran Church-=jiisscuri Synod,

1 T » R .

Baird's llanual of Amcrican College Fraternitiss,,
edited Dy llarold J. Baily (Loth edition; lonasha, wisconsin:
George Banta Publishing Cowpany, 1949), p. 318.

e
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1l
of which Dr, Paul M. Bretscher 1s chairman, gave me per-
mlsslon to use its filss which contain rituals of, and in-
formation regarding, thece organizations.

The following fratermities, which are members of the
National Interiraternity Conlerence, declined to send
information regarding Htheir ritual. Soveral months ago,
wo wrote them as Tollows:

Dear Sirs: :

I am a studont of Concordia Seminary, St. Louis, HMoa,
working toward a Bacheslor of Divinity Degree, Iy thesis
topic deals with an investigation of sccilal rraternities

o » , L would approciate any inlcrmation you could
give me concerning your orgzanization. I am especlelly
G

interested in the ritual ol the fraternity. I would
approciate it very much il you could send me & cody
of your ritual for a short period of examlination. I

would roturn 1t tc you as soon as possible . « o o
Alpha Epsilon P1

Alpha Bpsilon P1, through its Executive Sscretary,
George S. Toll, informed me:
Ths information you requested in your letter, espscially
concerning the ritusl, is strictly private and cannot
be given to non=-members.
In enothsr lebter to this fraternity asking for Iurther in-
foruation, I said:
Thank you for your kind letter of inlformation regarding
your fraternity. I have one more reguest. Ir @t is at
a2ll possiblo, may I sscure a copy of' your constitution
and by-laws? II so, would you please send it at your
earliest convonience? « o o
The answver roceived, which was stamped on my own 1:tter,

statods "lNot available to non-mombors."

P —————

P
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The national offices of Alpha Lpsilon Pi are at 616 State
National Life Building, ! Forth dighth Stroet, St. Louis 1,
Hissouri. It was founded at New York University on November 7,
1913, and the first Lo be founded at tielWashingbton Sauare
Campus oi New York University. It has forty-one active
chapters, three Inactlive;, and a tobtal membership of 7,018,

The

o]

ratornity has as its goal the devolopment of a high
standard ol social and Intellectual fellowship among its
members so that sach one nay be better r'ittad to talte proper
rank in universities and communities of imerica. We read

in the preamble to the constltution o' this Craternity:

The Uratoralty dedicates itsell to the promotion among
its members of porsonel perfectlion, a reverence for God,
and an honorable lil's devoted to tiw ideal of' service
to all menkindj lasting friendships; anl the attainment
of nubillity of action and better understanding among
all faith; the pursuit oil those benefits which derive
from vigorous participation in university and collogs
activitlos; and from pleasant application to literary,
cultural and gensral socilel undertakinga; and the un-
blased judgment of our fellows, not by thsir rank oy
worldly goods, but by their deeds and worth as men.

Delta Phi

The Execubilve Secretary of Delta Phi, William M. Graves,
raplied to my latier:

Due to thoe fact that the Delta Phl is a secret Cra=-
tornity, it 1s impossible to send you any -inforumation
regarling the ritual. I am sorry also, bthat this
fraternity cannot mecet your requsst for a copy of ths
constitution.

2Tbide, DPDe 93=95
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Delta Phi, third in order of establishment of American
college fraternities, wes founded Hovember 17, 1027, at
Unlon College, Schensctady, New York, by Benjamin Burroughs
of Savannah; Georgla, a clergymen in the Presbyterian Church;
William He Fondey, & lawyer; Sanuel L. Lamberson, & clsrgymanj
David H. Little; a justice of the lew York Supreme Court;
Samuel C, Lawrisong a swrgeon in the Navy; Thomas C,. dcLaury,
a clergvman; John lMason, a'claréyman; Joseph G. liasten, mayor
off Buffalo, New ¥ovrk; and William Yilson, a bishop in the Pro-
testant Episcopal Church,. The national office of Dslta Phi
ie located at 15 William Stroei; Now York 5, New Yorke The
fratemmity has Tfifteen active chapters, six inactive; and a
cotal membership of 5,100, The founders of the fraternity
regarded the alm and purpoéa of the belta Phi to be: 7

To consolidate the interszts of all mcmbers and at the

same time mutually bsnsfit each other, to maintain hig

standards as students and gentlemen and to foster cor=-
dial and C{r:ternfl relations.

Phi Kappa

Jir. Frank L. Chinery, national Sacretary-Treesurer of
Phi Kappa replied to my letter as follows:

You make ons request however with which we cannot reply.
The Ritual of most orgenizations is somethinyg private
or secreb and is not made avallable toc non-mombers ex-.
copt in rare instances. It is not our practice to make
distribution of tno Naticnel Vonstitutlon and By-laws

of the fraternity.

3Ibid., pp. 148-119.
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Phi Kappa was founded at Hope Collsgo on Ockober 1, 1889,
It was originally organized as a club or society and not as
a full-fledged Greeck-letter fraternity. Ths national office
of the fraternity is located at 822 Delta iLvenue, Cincinnati 26,
Ohlo., The fraternity hes Ltwenty-one active chapters, seven in-
active, and a totol membership of 5,895, Phi Kappe is 2 college
fraternity for Roman Catholiq men. The purpose and aim of
the Tfraternity 1ls:

To promote sociﬁl and intellectual intercourse among

its mombers, ldeniily students and alumnmi more closely

wibtih their collsege, and cultlivate a spirlt of loyalty

to their alma mater. :
Phi Reppa differs Trom othsr ﬂﬁéial fraternities since it
lays -down as a first principle the fellowship of faith.. A -
This means Gthat the wen iiving together in a collegs or

university are pledged to support Homan Catholilcism in the

face o unbolilef and wavering religious conviections:. The

government of the Tfraternity 1s vested in the zrand chapter
wnich moets in biennial conclave. This body is made up of
all past suprome execubtive officers, the active supreme :
executive committoee; one delegate from each nctive chapter,
and one from each alumni chapter. During ths interim between
conclaves administration of arfairs 1s vested in the supreme
executive commiites. in advisory couneil of sovan memhers,

cemprising the immedists past suprome president, the throe

members of the supremec oxecubtive commiitse, and othsrs ap=

pointed, serves as a stoeering committes for the fratornity.

U1bid., pp. 207=209.
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Sigme Tau Camme

Sigma Tau Gamma's Executive Secrotary, E. Kennedy
Whitesltt, states In his lettor on benalfl of his fraternity:

I am sorry that I cannot send you a copy of ocur Ritual.

This is the only secret material we hove. You are wel-

come %c copics of our officers! handbook, pledge manusal,

and constltution. Our Iraternlity has no religious
gqualifications for memborship.

Sigma Tau Gamma was Tounded at the Central kissouri
State College, VWarrensburg, lissouri, on June 28, 1920, by
seventeen men who desired to perpetuate their student friend-
ships in an orgzanization dedicated to true brotherhocod. As
a yeneral social fraternibty, Sigma Tau Gamma is now opsn
Lo expansion in any accredited instituticn conferring the
bachelorts degree. The national oifices are located at
25 Last Big Bend Boulevard, St. Louls 19, Missouri. The
fraternity hes thirty active chaphors, one inactive, and &
total membership of G,702. Ths Officers!' Handbuok offers
suggestionzs and asnistonce for the various chapter officers
in developing local programs. The Pledge lianusl provides a
study program or pledges which acquaints the pledges with
the development of Gresk-letter societies in America, the
history and program of the fraternlty, social propristies,

how to study efficiéntly, and how %o develop talents for

leadsrship in campus activitlas.

SIbid-, Dl 275"277. s
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Theta X1

Ho P. Davison, the lxecublve Secretary of Theta Xi,
replied:

We are unable to comply with your requsst of sending
you our Riftuasl., ¥Wo cannot show our Ritual to anyone
except those that have heen initiated. e alsc are
not »nermitted to aend our Constitution to persons not
ai’'filiated with our Ifraternity.

Theta Xi was foundsd at Hsnsselaer Polytechnic Institute,

April 29, 1868}, by eight students. It was the only fraternity

to be founded during the Civil War. At Tlrst the fraternity

placed limitations upon membership and confined membership

to students taking courses 1aading to the bachelor of science
degrec. In 19206 Theta Xi became a social fraternity and now
selects all. its members from all branches of knowledge. Jhe
national headquerters o' this fruternity are located at

5473 Delmar Boulevard, St. Louis 12, Missouri. The fra-
ternity hus thirty-seven activo chapters, three inactive, and
a total mombership of 11,631, The purpose of th: fraternity
133

Intellectual curiosity that assures the highest scholar=-
ship rating consistent with the member's ablility, hablts
that lead to betbter mental and physical health, sincerity
in the member!s assoclation with others and conridence

in himself, responsibility tc chapter, collsge, comminiby,
and country, loadorship that comes from practicling the
principles of democratic self-government, interests and
achbivitles outside raegular scholastic studles that

employ spare tilme to advantage, andi spiritual underw-
standing that provides a reservoir of strength to draw
upon when faced with conditions beyond couprohenslion.
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Full axecutivo powers have bsen granted to the grand 1odgé,

which is the ruling body of ths national fraternity.

LZota Beba Tau

Williaa H, Earchmor,; tho Assistant General Sascretary
of seta Beba Tau, sent tho followiny latter:

The information which you are asking for is ssoteric

and only available to members of our organization.

I bolieove that you willl find this wlill be true with

every social Iraternity and that on thils basis they

will be unable to furnish you with the Informatioen

you request.

Zota DBeta Tau was founded December 29, 1898, by a
group ol woun:; men atitending several universities and in-
spired by liabbi Gustav Gottholl, profovscor of Semitic languages
at Coluunbia Univoersity. It was an orgenization for scholars.
In 1901 the organization changed its original objectives and
became the plonsoer fmerican and Canadian college sccisl fra-
tornity of Jewish studonts. The frnhernity's ccntral oifice
is located at 12!/} East JOth Street, New York 156, New York.
There are forty active chapters in the Ifraternity, eleven
inactive. It has & total membership of 10,825. The fra-

tornity awards an ennuel scholarship at the Hebrew University

in Palestine and engages in a number of conmmunity and social

service programs.

O1pid., ppe 300-303.
T15id., pp. 306-308.
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Ths following fraternities of the Hational Panhellenic

Confeorence also declined to send theilr rituals,
Alpha Epsilon Phi

The Lxocubtlve Secretary ol Alpha Ipsilon Phl, Kaye
MeLaughlin, wroto mes

I regret Lo Inform you that there is a Naticnal Pan-
hellenic agroeement not to give out such information
without Cirst clearing through ths Natlional Panhelleniec
Conferencs, and thorefore I am unable to send you the
material you requested, I would su;;ast that you con=
tact the lational Panhellenic President directly, as I
am sure bthat you wlll pgeb no cooperaition from any one
of the momber OPUﬁﬂLZﬁtiCnS obtherwissc. Undor no cir-
cums Jnnc,n, hovwaver, will we bo able to send you any

part oo the Ritual, &s this is necvor shown to & non-memober.

Alpha BEpsilon Phi was founded at Barnard College,
Cetober 2l, 190G, by a group of women. The policy of the
national organization is Yo inaugurats national projects
such as a traveling library, scholarships at various colleges,
and an air camp and day nursery. After tho plonser work is
comple ted on theus projects, they are turned over to local
chhapters of the freternlty to continue the work started.
Alphe Zpslilon Phi is governed by a national councill composed
of five uembers elected at sach bieqnial convention. The
national office of Alpha Epsilon Fhi 1s located at 185 North
iabash Avenus, Chicego 1, Illinois, and serves as a clearing
house between olllicers and chuptars.. This sororlty has
thirty-three actlive cliapters, seven 1nacttva, and a

n 8 - <
totol memborship of §,042. -

81bid., pp. 337-338.
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Alpha Omicron Pi

Alpha Omicron PL, through its Lxecutive Secretary,’
lirss Jo Ann Hughes, sent thse following inf ormation:

Your request for the copy of a ritual is impossible
for me Go send to you. I am sure that no sororiby
will forward tov you thsir ritual as that matorial

is only for its own sororlty mombers. I also feel
sure that no sorority will tell you exactly what it
stands for, to use your ocwn words. asctually our own
sorority was founded for the sake of frisndship by
four very Tfine womon in Januaery of 197 at Barnard
Collesge. e are both eduwecational and philanthropic

in purpose and we support the Social Service Department
of FFrontier Nursing Service located in the hills of
Kentuchky. Iliore inlormation then that I cannot give tc
an outsider. I su_gest that you decide on another
topic for your thesiz as I belicve that you will
sgcure no information along the lines you outlined in
your aforementioned letter.

In another lettor, Lirs. J. Ann Hughes stated:

I am sorry, bubt ths National Panhellenic Conference

of' which we are mombsrs, has a ruling that no Constitu-

tion or By=laws of any of its member organizations send

same to any but authorizod proper authoriiies such

as colle ges whoere members of the Conf'erence intend to

place chanters or have chapters. Hence, we cannot

grant your requeste. ;

Alphs Omlcron Pi is the second fratoranity to be estab=-
lisbed at Barnard College. It was founded on January 2, 1597.
The government is vested in a council which is composed of
the threa living founders of the fraternity, the national
off'lcers, the district directors, the osresidents of active
and alunmae chapters; the alummae advisers ol active chapters,
the chairmen o. all national standing committses, ani the past
national presidents. Conventions are held biennially, the
place of' moeting being selected bf the governing body. The

convention of 1931 adopted as the natlonal philanthropic
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worlk the frontier soclzl service department Lo function in
the mountains of sastern Kentucky. The centrazl ofiice of
the fretoranibty is located at the ljth National Bank Building,
Sulte 1109~11, 1 Hast Fourth Stred, Cincinnati 2, Ohkioe.
The Cratornity has fifty-Tive zctive chupters, ten inactive,

l.o
end a tobtal memborship of 15,625,

Chi Omega

=]

Elizabeth Drer, Precidont of Chi Ouega, wrote me as

folliows:
All Grock~letber froternities and sororitles are
seereot fratornal ofLanlzat;ona and no mamber in

good astanding would thinlt ol ravea1’“' the Ffrae-

tornity Kitual to anyonee I thiniz it is air to

say that sororitises and fratornities are atteumpting

to utilize the dynamics that arise in group living

a,i 4ai ﬂact it into channels that wilill maks fur fine

erscnal ity development on the part of ths memnbers.

Chi Omegza was oranized at the University of Arkansas,
Aprll 5, 1695, by four women. The sorority has as its thome
the promotion of "Hellenic Culturs and Christisn Ideals.”
The alm of the sorority is to organize groups ol women ab
the college level of intelligence; that such groups must
stimulate crecative abilities upon which the progress ol a
civilizaition deponds; ani they they must ald in the presorva-
tion of bthe freedoms escential to the development oi' the
individual; but that such individual persons should ‘balance
intelligonce by experilsence in the social sotting of the

Eroupe Pho government of this sororlty is vested in the

9Ibid., ppe 346-348.
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convention, but durin; ths intervals between conventions this
power 1s delegated to the council composed of six memberse
Conventions are held biemnially. JFixed features of con-

vetions are round table discussions. A Gresk play, "The

Lorth Mother,” especially writton for Chi Omega, is produced
at each convention. The executive oiTice of Chi Omega is
located at 2245 Grundin Hoad, Cincinnati 8, Ohioc. The
sorority has 10l active chapters, two inactive, and a total

e o 30
merbership of I1,575.

Eigma Delta Tau

lrs. Loah Kartmann, Executive Sscrotary of Sigma Dslta
Tau, replied:

Wlo ares sorry but our ritual is a confidential matter

and 1t is given only to the neophyte. 'lhile we

epprocicte the assistance it might give you in writing
your thesis, we camot comply with your request.

Sigzma Delta Tau was founded at Cornell University on
March 25, 1917, by a group of women., In crganizing the
fraternity end in Tormulating its ideal and ambitions, the
founders were alded by linthan Caleb House, ritualist. He is
knovm as "Brother liat" and is the only man entitled to wear
the Sigma Delta Tau off'icisl badgs. Ths supreme or grand

council is composaed of four natlional officers selected

biennially at eunventions, and the reglonal advisers and

loIbido, PDoe 36&."367.
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committee chairmen appoinied by ths cheirman, Biemnial con-
ventions are held. & meeting of ths grand councll takes
place prior to the conventione In odd years, tha.grand
council alone meets. The national office of Sigma Delta
Tau is locabted at 1718 Sherman iLvenug Evanston, Illinols.
The fraternity has tweniy-Tive active chaptors, one inactive,
and a total membership of about {,000. The purpose of the
fratanni%y is:

To form 2 close social and fraternal union of those

cimilar ideals and to foster, maintain, and instill

such ideals in the hearts of its members as will

result in actions worthy of the highest precepts of
. %rue womanhood, demociacy, and humanitye++

llIbid., Ppe u21l=l}22,
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GHAPTER IV
FRATERNITIES CONTACTED (CONTINUED)

The Commission -on Fraternel Organizaticns of the
Lutheran Church--iiissouri Synod hes in recent years scquired
a number of rijuals of fraternitics and sororitiss. Hany
pastors have helped the Commi§sion gathor these materials,
The Commission granted me permission to use its files., Fron
these files I selected eight organizations whose rituals I
propose to examine. These fratornities are: Beta Sigma Phi;
Beta Sigma Psij; Delta Tau Delta; Delta Upsilon; Epsilon

Sizmae Alpha; Kappa Delte Phi; Phi Delta; and Phi Sigma Lambda.
Beta Sigma Phi

Bota Sigmn Phl was founded April 30, 1931, by Yalter W.
Ross. ™The [irst chapter was estsolishoed at Abilene, Kansas.
The organization became iaternational In scone with the Tirst
Canadlan chaster founded et Vancouver, British Columbia, in
1935. There are some three-thousand chapbters of Deta Sigma
Phi located throughout the United States, the Canadian Prov-
inces, Enjland, Scotland, Alaska, the Canal Zone; liswall,
Guam, and Cuba. The headquarters oi the Beta Sigma Phi are
located at 3525 Broadway, Kansas City, lilssouri. The total
memborship (including ths juniér ari’iliate organization, lu

Phi Mu) is 100,000 young womene .
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Beta Sigma Phl was created for youn; women in ssarch
of' social and culbtural activiby. It gives its mambers an

intimate Souch with many lives and many minds, a preacious

guard against nsrrowed friendships; an onriching, in-

tensifying, inspirabional expericnce in the appreciatisﬁ
and oenjoymont of the lliberal artis., It is sponsored by the
Educational loundation which acts as ifts business representa=
tive and guarantees 1ts national financial obligations. The
Hducational “oundation directs the founding of new'chngters.
It is a corporation organized under the laws of the state
of Missouri and its Hoard of Dirsctors acts as the Executive
Council of the sorority. Beta Sigma Phi unites young women
in fellowehip and friendship through its planned program,
with the ultimate alm oif making an art of living. The
idaals of the arganizatioﬁ are reprosented in its Latin
mobbu, "Vita, Sciontia, Amicitia)' which means Life, Learning
and Friendship. There are thres degreeﬁ in Beta Sigma Phi:
Pledgze, Ritual of Jewels, and Sxomplar.l The opening and
closing rituel Tor ocach mseting is as follaows:
Sisters in Beta Sigma Phi, here undor ths watchful
eye of Diotima, our Patron Saint, we pledgs ourselves,
anew to the ains and purposes of our glorious sister-
"hood; more Lolerance for our lfellow beings through a
better understanding of tiem; & clsarer and deeper

appraciation ol the cultural and finer things of
1ife for ocurselves; and a debtermination to give the

lista Sigue Phi, janual (Kansas City, liissouri: The
Sorority, 1933), De iDe
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best that 1s in us to our Sorority and to assist in
any and cvery way to ahed tho light of ocur talisman
thiroughout the world., (This paragraph 1s repeated
by the presidont whgm all members facs alfter thoy
have jolned hands).

The scrority prayer is ths formel closing and is
repeatoed by the president As the morbers stand with bowed
hsads. The prayer resds:

EZternal Fathar, Shepherd of the Stars, guide us that
woe may follow only the good, only the true, only ths
beautiful. Hold aloft to us the gniding torch of
wisdom snd help us to push on, undauwnted, btoward its
1izhte Illume our souls with thy wisdom that we in
turn may light the way Tfor thoss who follow us. IfT
% e road we teke =Zecoms obscure in duaty; give us skill
and grace to peve it with stars, to transmute the dust
into star dust, Grant us such clesrness of wvislon,
such swoetness ol spirit, such earnsstnssg of purpose,
ﬂ that we may follow the torch to our goal.

Beta Jlgzma Psi

| :
i Beta Sigme Psi is a natlional Lutheran social fraternity
|

. composed of Luthsran college students united by their religious

belisi's. The Traternity was orgenized and eztablished at

R ————

Champaign, Xllinois, in 1920. Similar organizations existed
at Purdue University andl the Univorsity oi* iiichigan. The
national fraternity was established at the University of
Illinois, dpril 17, 1925, to prowote a fraternsl society for
Lutheraen students at universiftles and colleoges. The objsct
of Bota Sizma Psi is: "to promote a fratoraity of Lutheran

| university and college students by providing them a home

21pid.

1dey Ps 46
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which fosters spiritual welfure, inspires good fellowship,
maintains wholesome surroundings, maintains hignh scholarship,
and a sterling code of morals.” Ths government must bs in
accordance with the HNational Uconstitution of Beta Sigma Psi,
and is vestoed in a NHational Council composod of sight national
officors, and accredlted delegates from sach active and
a2lumni chapter. All communicant Lutheran male students, who
arc members of the Syncdical Conference oi Horth America, or

ubneran male students whose applications for. msmbership

L'I

have bsen approved by the student or resident pastor of
the Synodical Vonference of the college or university in
whichh they are enrcolled, and who are not mombers of any
secret soclety with religicus intent, are eliglble for
membership in Beta Sigma Psi. Beta Sigma Psi is not secrat.
However, the ceremonies for inltlation and pledging are
kept confidential and are more impressive. Pledgln: is a
trial puriod and not binding. If a pledge discovers that he
is not satisfiod, he may drop the pledge.h The pledgs of
Beta Sigma Psl is:

I hereby promise tc become a loyal pledge, Gto obey all

rules and regulatlions ol this scciety and af all tlmes
to conduct mysell as a Christlan gentleman.

hD - £ .
o Ae Lienemann, Your College Days (Lincoln, Nobr.:
Bota Sigma Psi, ned.), ppe 10-10.

SBata Sigma Pei, Pledge Book (3rd editlon; Lincoln,
Nebr.: The Fraternity, n.E.J, De To
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Delta Tau Delta

Delta Tau Delta was organized January 1, 1860, at
Bothany Colloge, VWest Virginia, by villiam R. Cumningham,
The fraternity has chapters at the Univorsitles of Michigan,
Minnesota, Colorado, llsslssippi, Goorgla, Tennessce,

-y

Virginia, and ¥Wisconsin, at Honsselaer, Tuits, lMassachusstis
Institute ol Technology, and Gornell. ‘In 1886 the fraternity
absorbed two chapter oif' ths Ralnbow fratornity, the first
soa thern college secrobt sccloty, founded at the Unlversity
ol uississippi in 1848, Deltn Tan Delia is governed by an
excecutive council comrosed of five alumi and four unders=
5
graduate membors, slected by convonition.
The prinmary purpose of Delta Tau Delta is to soerve as
& constructive adjunct to the system of higher education,
conbricuting to moral, spiritual, and soclal development of
ite members. The Lubtheran Witness ol Septewbor l}, 1951,
submitted the followings
The secret ritual of Delta Tau Deglta, for example,
contains references to "Hisros" and "Herwes,” despite
the fact that this frutornity uses a Uhristian prayoer
which clozes with the words: . . . through the
writs of Jesus Christ, our Lord, to whom,; with Thee,
ve ascribe all honor and glory fcrever. Amen.”

During the coremony the pledgse iz told that " - e
no true Delt in any sense ever retraces his stepa from

'

6A1bert G. Stevens, ed., The Ciclogaadia ol Fraternities
(2nd edition; Hew York: L. ﬁ. Treat an ompany, »

. PPa 353-35’4-.
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the altar where he reglstored his fratornal vow."

To indicate this, the pledge wmust turn to the »ijht
after those words were spokon, He 1s invested with
a grip. "The Grip," says the ritual, "is the
special credeantial of a Deglt and is one of our most
important and carofully guarded secrets.” To insuro
secrecy, the inlitliate 1s forcod to take an oath.

The secret oath of Delta Tau Dalta? founded in
Virginia in 1958, reads as follows: "I, « & « .
(name) « « oy in the presence of Almighty God and
those witnesses,; do hereby and hereon most solemnly
and sincerely aflirm, declare, promise, and swear
that I will ever maintaln inviolate and kesp the
secrets and mysterics of ths Delta Tau Delta fra-
ternity; thet I will honor and cbserve its customs
and obey its rules; that I will never, knowingly

or intentionally, wrony cor injure said fraternity

o' any member thereof; that I will ;ive Dzlta Tau.
Delta lifelong allsgiance, sorvice, loyalty, and
love, upon Lrue and conscientious performance of all
ef which, without hesitation, equivocation, or mental
evasion, Tully accepiting the same, both in letter

and in spirit as officielly Interproteod ani under=
stood, I pledge my Tfalith, my veracity, and my sacrod
honor. So help me Godt"

Deolta Upsilon

Delta Unpsilon was formed at ¥Williams College, YWilliamse-
towvn, Hass., on November l, 1834. The fraternity was known
by varicus names. Some ol the names were Sccial Fraternitiy,
Bguitable Fraternity, and Ouden Adelon. In 18580 tho official
name, Delta Upsilon, and tho motto, "Fustice our Foundation,”
were adopied. Ths government of the Craternity is of a
swolold charactor. All members of the Ifraternity are members
oi the corporation and heve a right o vote every throo years
through their respective chapters for a chapter representa-
tive, who is called a trustee. The trustees, sixty-one in
number, select {ifteen dircctors Irom their number and chooss

such officers as are designated. Ths fraternity has sixty

. ™
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active chapters, four Inactive, and a total membership of
36,911 living and dead. Dolta Upsilon has as its object
the promoctlion of fri:ndship, the developmont of character,
the diffusion of liberal culture, and the advancement of
justice. It is a non=sccrat Lfraternity. Ths mottc of the

fraternity is "Dikail Upotheke," wihich means "Justice, our

Foundation." The fraternity's motto'ls public; there is no
grip and no secret password. Ita constitutlion and the
rocords of' lts convenitions hrve always been public while
only w'thiﬁ recent years this 1s true of the other fra-
ternities, CStrangers are not usually edmitted to chapter
meetings, but bthere is soldom rezson for their admission.
In a word, the decent »rivéecy of most business and social
organiz tions is observed as a matter of custom instead of
oathe Hor many wears the raternity has admitted its mem-
bers through an inliltiation ritual, which, while no more
sceret than the rest of its material, is nevertheless
genarally considered a purely private affair, though non-
memberse cccasionally are presente.

In the order of initiation the cheplain offers the
following prayers:

Almighty and evorlasting God, Who didst Inspire our

Tfathers to establish this Fraternity upon justice for

its foundation; Grant unto us in our day such a love

for truth and justice, such a desire for righteous-
ness, and such a lmowledge ol Thy will as may enable

Taairdls Manuel of Amsrican College Fraterniities,
edited By Horold Je Baily (1oGh odit:onj lenasha, wisconsin:
George Banta Publishin; Company, 1949), pp. 159-162.
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us to be Just in all our dealing witH sach other

and with the world, and to live worthily of this our
Fraternity. May this brotherhood, founded upon Thy
laws and for the setting forward of all high and noble
ideals, enjoy Thy continual favor an:d be to us and to
those who now enter its fellowship a constant ssurce of
strength and happiness;, and an uni'ailing means for ad-

vanc ing all Ehat is right and trus, through Christ our
Lord. Amone :

Epsilon Sigma Alpha

Bpsilon Sigme £lpha is an international educational
and socisl sorority. The first chapter was installed in

Jucksonville, Yuxas; on September 13, 1929, During the next

[¢]

eloven ysare the orgenization continued to grod, but tho
prograss was slow considering the opportunitics which the
sorority oifered. In 1941, E. Robsrt Palmer, educator,
philosopher, lecturer, became tho head of tho organization
and since that time Epsilon Sigma Alpha has oxpandeds In-
toernational hoadquarters are located at Loveland, Colorado.
The orgenization has thirty-seven chaptoers in the United
States and mpmbers throughout the world numbering 20,000.9
lire Doy Y. Hahn, Hxtension Director of Epsilon Sigma
Alpha, in a letbter to Dr. Paul M. Bretscher, states:
" The eims of the soclety 2re the development of

character, and sducation aloag the lines of the social
graces, arts, and ssli-=reliance; combining the

Spo1ta Upsilon, Rituel of Ipitiation (New York: The
Frateralty, 1937), pp. 10-1l,

9 Siems Alpha, The Story of Epsilon Sigma ilpha
Bpsilon Sigme Alpha, The ory o :
(Loveland, Coloe.: The SoroPitys Melds)s DDe I—T.'“%TFﬁtﬁg'“

-




3l ' -
qualltios of womanhood inbo a strong organization for
furthering our community end nations The msubers are
given a loyalty pledge wirxich is non-sectarlan, We do
require a belief in the almighty Gods The Greok
goddess, Athone; l1s our symbol of knowledge.

In the ritual of initlation plodges talkke the following
oatins

In tho presonce of God and thoue witnesses, I most
solemnly and sincerely pledge myself to uphold ths
honor and dlgnity and respect the standards of &psilon
Sigma Alpha, to the wvery best of my ability. I shall
recommend for mambership in my chaster only those
persons whose characters are above reproachs I
hereby promice to be loyel to the officers of my
chepter ani to fulfial all obligzations connected
with my membership.
Tie sacond degrse of Lpsilon Higma Alpha is ths "esremony
off the jJewels." The installing officer says: "Sisters,
we are ascembled Lonlight under the thoughtful eye of our
inspiring patroness, the gmtle and fair goddess of Athoene."
There are ten Jewels surrounding the Open Book on their
badge. Bach jewel has a special significance. The first
peurl is for wisdom, the second for beauty, the third for
strengih, the fourth for truth, the fifth for fidelity,
theo sixth for fellowship, tho ssesventh for cooperation, the
eighth Tor loyalty, the ninth Tor vision, and tho tenth for
service. The candidate, aftor hoaring what the jawels stand
for and the lesson sach btoaches, repeats the following oath
before the altar of [ire:

I, having heard ths lesson of the Jewels, bafore the
Altar of Fire, and inspired by the precept ol Athsne,

10g,s110n Sigme Alpha, Ritual of Initiation and Corsmonies

(Loveland, Coloe: The SororIty, n.d.); Ds 2.
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goddess of wisdom, do heraby dedicate myself answ to
uphold the honor and dignity of “psilon Sigma ilpha,
that the ideals of t’ﬁ_ organizatlon should be wmede
manifest in my life,.

A hymn sung by tho Hpsilon Sigma Alpha rcads:

Lord, let us do our little part
With courage and a willling heart.
Open our eyes that we may see
Howsver dark the day may be,
Howevor rough the road we Tare
The »urpose of ESA we dear,.

Lord, let us sse the beasuty hsre, .
The Blue and Gold so very doar;
Thoa smlle upon a sisterts flacs.
The Jonquil sweet in all its grace;
The Onen Book; ths Greck Lamp too,
Be loyal ESA through and through.

Lord, strengsthen us that we may keep

Our faith, thou:h bitterly we wecn.

Grant us undaunted to romain

Through every sitorm of care and pain,
Lord, let us do our little part 19
With courage and a willing hoart. Amen.™

In the Epsilon Sigma ilpha services the following is said

n nemory of the one departed:

Life can never be all sunshine, yet it need not be
all tears foi» the gentlo hand of the Lternal Father
svoths owr heartachsz. He nust have nesded her, our

° gister, hor tenderness and her love and so he called
her to & Heavenly Honee :

We lmow that she lived, loved, and triumphed by
the radliant after glow. Io things, no length ol time,
ne breadth of space cen cver rsmnove her image. We
will not lose the feeling of her by our side.

How can we say that the song 1ls ended when its
melody lingers and is held in our hearts.

1lrbid., ppe 3=5.-
121h1d., Do be
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How may these words of Longfellow comfort our heartss
And the night shall be filled with music,

And Gthe cares that infest the day,

Shall fold their tonts likclghs ipabs,

And as silently steal oxtway.

A g

the opening of cach meeting the president of Epsilon

Sigma Alpha says:

Sisters of Lpsilon ~igma &£lpha, we mcet again to
plodge curselves snow to ths wvows of our ritual

we accopted in the golden jlow of a candle-lighted
room. Lot us be ever nindful of the-rosponsibilitles
that we pledged to our sorority, keesp faith with
oursslvas and our slsters, be tolerant and sincere
and ever worthy to woar bthe badge that symbolizes
virtue,.,ponor, truthfulness, Iriendliness and love-

S
linsss.

In the cloging of each meeting ell members jJoin hands and

repeat together the followings

Bternal Father, master of 2all good works, guide and
direct us that we may remaln steadfast in our hearts
and faithful to our pledge under the watehful oye of
Pallas Athene. i#iay wo be reminded that graciousness,
poise. and friendliness,;is our goal; and as we gZo
our separate ways, to ever hold aloft the ray Ifron
ths lamp of learning; that {hose who #gllaw in our

—-=ad

footsteps mey be guided by its light.~
Kappa Delta Phi

Kappa Delta Phi is one of the sororities for which
no historical data was available in all sourcas_contacted
in tho St. Louls area. No information was available on

the location of the headquacters of the sprority,

1311)1(1” Pe 8.
lh1hid., pe 326
151bid-, ?. 32'
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The ritual of' Kappa Delta Phl has been In the possession
of the Commission on Fraternal Organizations of the Lutheran
Churche-liizsourl Synod since September 13, 19i6. The ritual
had a note apponded to it to the affect that the sorority
at the tiuwe of writing had chapters at Louisville, in Hamilton
end iliamavurg, Ohio, and in LaFayette and New Castle, Indianaj
mores racently also in Illinois, The ritual of ths Kappa
Delta Phi is filled with aduonitions Lo "let your ideals of
womenhood surpass all--~always to honor aﬁd to perpstuate the
zlories of' American womanhood."

In the ritual of Kappa Delta Phl tho president offers
the following prayeis

0, God, ¥Who hast given the ,,ood jift of Friendship,
keep alive in our hearts tho Virtues of Kala, Daiwmon,
nd Philia, Iliake our of'fenses to be forgoiten, and
our services fto bs rememoered. 6Bo with our absent

merbors; pzulde and bless them.l

In the closing preyer the president sdys:

0, Almignty God, as we extinguish the earikhly symbols
of our threc great Virtues, we beg of Yocu to keep
their Fires burning within our hoarts, and to keeb
our mindsl§1lum1nated with the precepts of our
sororiby. i

The oath of initiation used by this sorority resads:

I do horeby solemnly promise and swoar that I will
aspire to the high ideals ol womanhood as placed
before me; that I will always be honest and upright
in my dealings with othors; that I will lead a
cloan and honorsable life to the glory of God and the
welfare of my Sororlty; that I will be loyal to ¢od,

16Kappa Delta Phi, Ritual (n.p.: The Sorority, 1940),
De 2. o

171Ibide, Do 3e
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virtues. During the initiation service a lighted candelabra

with three tepers must bo on ths altar. This 1lsst mentioned

"Mhis will sizni.y that we Tirst took the word of God and
that at this meetinz we look upon the president as authority.”

The Mire of Kala is the mys tery of bezutiful things, the

of
Lo

o

oL

iniviation conters in a search for the threce great

38

to my country, and to this Sorority and avery moumbor
thereof; that I will love my elsters ani will nesver
pormilt obiers to defame, ill-treat or slander a

Sister Kappa Delta Phl whon 1t is in my power to.
provent it; that I will sprsad _ood cheer amoni st

my associates and be ever ready to assist in social

and civiec work in my community; that I will sver honor
and perpetuate the glories of American womanhood;

that I will keep inviolate all sscrets of this Soror-
ity and to the best ol my ability obsecrve its pre-
cepts. 41l this I promiss and swear under the penalty 18
oi expulsion from the Sorority. So help me God. Amen.

0. Marniture with 1ts Bible 1s interproted as follows:

sublimity of ideals., The Fire of Daimon is the mys tery
strength in a threcfold sbtructure: strength to be loyal
God, to vounbry, and to the Kappa Delta Phi. The Fire

Philia is the mys tery of lovo for Kappa Delta Phi and

19

avery membels

Phi Delta

Phi Delta was organized at the Long Island Colloge of

iiedicine, Brooklyn, liew ¥ork, in 190l. In January 191&, the

chapters numbered siitesn, of' which Tive ceased tou exist at

the merging with Theta Kappa Psi.

18111d., pa 3.

191bido, PPa 9—160
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The ritual of Phl Declta has the chaplain oi'fer the
followin;; prayar:

Almighty ruler of ths Universoe, we invocke thy bless-
ing on this ourpresent comuunic ation. Grant that
thils youn; man mey cultivate and devote his lifs to
thy sorvice and become a trus and falthful brother
anoni us. Endow him with a coupetency ol' thy Divine
Wisdom, that by the influence of the pure principles
of our instruction ho may bs the batter snabled to
display the beauties of Friendship, and Brother Love,
?Puthgénd Hdounor,; Lo the glory of thy lioly name.

Amen,*=

Puring the initiation ceremony, bthe president quoses
Genesis 1l:1: "In the beginning, God croated the heavens,
and the earth, and tho sarth was without form, and void,
and darlness was upon the wators, and CGod said 'Let there be
Vhon those words are said, tile cohduntcr removes
the blind{old from the candidats. Thz presidont tells the

initiate that the Bible is given as a gulde and counsel to

mombers of the fraternity. In the Lible, so he says, mem-
bers I'ind explained the most excellent fackhrs of their |
institution: friendship, brotherly love, truti; and honor.

& study of the divine work will not onl& tond to make ons

a bester "Phi Delta” but also a nobler and truer man. This
fratornity has a myth of the origin of its organization

based upon Greek mythology. The myth tells ol Apollo, the &

son ol Juno and Leus, traveling on his way and conming to

the eity of iAthens. There he saw two boys playing upon the

banks of & pool in a public park. Suddenly they became dis-

pleased with each cther and in the ensuing struz;le one of

20phi Delta, Ritusl (nepe: The Fraternity, 1923), p. 2.
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them fell into the pools Thies pool was guarded by a water
moni.ter. The other boy plun;ed headlong into the water to
roscus nis companion. The monster pulled one lad down and
Apolloc reecued hime. In the process, Apollo was bit by the
monster. This was a Eest Tor Apollo siven him by /Zsus.
Anollo, Imving possed the test, made friends with these two
Athenian boys. On his ﬁventiath birthday fpollo founded
the oracle of society known as the FPhi Delta., A lapse of
two thousand swo hundred ninety-nine yesrs passed bafore this
organizaticn was revealed %o a body of men. #As a member of
this socieby one 1s expected %o be in all respects like

fpollo and his brother mewmbsrs wiio stand Tfor truth, fraternal

brotierhood, and uprightness in men.2L .

At the elose of each meeting the chaplain prays the
following prayers:

Thou, 0 God, who knowesit our downsetting, and our
uprrizing, and understandeth our thoughts afar off,
shield and defeond us Lfrom The evil intoentions of

our enemles and support us in rendering the trials

and afflictions we are destinsd to endure while travel=-
ing through the Vale of Tears, Iiian that is born of
woman is of few days and full of trouble. He cometh
forth as a Tlower, and 1s cut down. Yga, he fleeth as
a shadow, and continueth nots Soesing his days are
determined, the nunber of his months with Thees, Thou
hastappointed his bounds that he cannot pass. Turn from
himy, O Lord, that he may reat until he shall accomplish
his day. For there is hope of a tres if it be cut dowm
that it will sprout egain, and that the tender branch
will nof perish. But man dieth and wasteth away, yesf,

2lTbide, e =5
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man listh dowm and givetn up tihv ghoste #As bthe waters
far from the sen, and es thoe {lood deocayeth and drieth
up, so man lieth down and »isoth not up until the Hoavens
shall be no nares Loty ohy Loard, heve comoassion on tho
chil:dron o thy Orecticn. Adainister thom comfort in
tlme of trouble apd sove them with an everlasting
Salvation. JAmene“~ 3

Phi ESizms Lambda

Phi Sigma Lunbde 4s tic other sorority for which no
historical data and information with regard Lo the lcade
guartors ol the organiz.tion 1s avall:ble in the 5%. Louls
arci

A copy of the ritual of hl Jigma Lambda sorority ﬁan
sent Lo Clw Uoumission on Fraternal Urganizations of th
Lutheran Churche-iisscuri Synod by ideve C. . Buchroth of
Scottenlull, lcbraska, :lnl-f'::'-. wry 1935 The purpose of the

\
L]

Phi 5i ne Lombdia 18: "to fwrnish - a socislizing influonce

fur the womeon studenis ol Culluse, and (o one

23

courage high stendsrds of scholarship.”

Tho initiaticn ceromony of Phi Sigma Lombde provides ;
for tle following oificors: (1) ligh Queon, (2) Friend=- L
ship, (3) Service, (i) Louyalty, (5) Pagas, (6) Chaplain,
(7) Secrotury. The initiation is dono in-candle-lights
The Hi_nh Queen presldes and the Faje leads in tho Initistos.
Friondshiv states that 1¢ is thw! koynote tu success in the

soc 161 world and that fricndship wmoans giving always and

2 e
athidni De 5Se

23 : i‘z =
Phi Sicuwa Lumbda, Initistion Jaramony (ne.pe§ The
‘SQPbrit,‘f: 19%3?3 pcﬂgo 4
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not taklng. Service, says a momber, must have willin ness
to sacrifice for the good of others. Loyalty tells the

plalges they must have Taith, for raith is founded in

the deep roots of loyalty. The new uembars must be loyal
to every mecmbor of Phi Sigma Lambda. The initiates are
then led to the zltar where the chaplain has them repeat
this vow:

I, __s==do svlemnly »romiso--that I will join my
nlﬂubfant efforts-~with those of my sisters--to
Turther the idesals--of friendship, service and
loyaliy=-in Phi Sipgma Lambda. I shall hold ny
sorority==-in equal importance with any other organiza-
tion--and shall keep 1nvlolate--any secret Work of’

the sororitye This I promise--ég the presence of

my sisters-~and befors our God.<r

2y 14, D s D




CHAPTIER V
EBVALUATLION AHD CRITICISH OF FRATERNITE

Aocording to Dra. Shlﬂaler,l the groct purpose and idesal
of' fraternivios is fratermity. This Ideal is made up of many
soparate int.nglblos, It cannot be analyzed and svaluated
in mashematical teorms, and can be appraised only in compara-
cive terms d teras i porsonal szporisnceos Dr. Shidelor
admice that, on the wholes, fratemitics do achisve thelr pur-
o880 Thay develo;: character and psrsonality. Thies 18, so
he belleves, one of the most valuabla “unctions of a {ra-

1itye "Latent abilities huve beon developed, confidence
has been aroisod, bobtor mea and cltizene havo boon dovelopod."
Frasornitles havo also made a contribution to colloge admine
istration in the sanse of relleving the housing situantion,
Finally, according to Ur. Shideler, President Brown of
Donison claims that rrabe"";ties havo  vary gront deal Lo
da hltﬂ promoting ’Ghol&?‘}.&.

Thare are, howaver, many zaspects in Irateraltlios that
malis thom questlonable with reforence o group experiences
Soclal and economic stctus is an gbvious fuctor that afiects
pussible olection to a fraternlty cr sorority. The lact

thet these organizations have restrictive gqualifications

often mooans that mewears tond to build & high wall around

L& | 8
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14211 1am H. Shidoeler, The Dovelopsent of Fratarnit
(Oxford, Ohlo: “Pni Kaapn’Tau votra co, A51)s DPe 10-11,
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themselves and come %o have little understanding and accentance

2
of others. In his book A Study in Undorgraduabe Adjus tment,

Rocert C. Angell states that thoigh sororitics promote social

focility, tho ability to understand othors, self-knowlodge,
and seli-control, they aras not likely to inereass tolerance
or to stimulate one to think through one's philosophy of lif9.3

More viclous, however, is the eflect fraternities and sorori-

tics prcoduce on those students who Tor some reason are nob
adnitted to the select grcup. These students often form a
sort of club for non-fraternlty students. Such a c¢lub is
an unhappy form of compensations T

Dr. Thoums A. Brady, vice-president oi the University

-

oi' KHissourl, volced the following concerns in an addrsess
on Iraternitlcs and sororitiass:

In the past Torty yeara, collage Iraternitias have
heen bltterly and consistently criticised by ths genoral
public and by many teachers and ofiicials of colleges
and universitiss. Thoy have been accused ol snobbery,
intolerance, rowdyism an:d barbarianism, cruslty, and
complote lack of inberest in spiritu’l and intellsctual
things. In short, although they exist, by nature, only
In collegiate comuunitics, it has boen claimed that
they have little interest in the educational misslion
oi’ the institutions aroundi which these soclietiss are
buils.

In my opinion, there is muci: truth in wmany of the
accusations that have beon m-de against fraternitics.

zDugald 5. Arbuckls, Stuldent Personal Sorvices in Higher
Education (New York: MNeGraw-Aili Book Company, 1953), De 25k

3Robert C. ingell, A Study in the Undersraduate Adjust-
ment (Chicago: Univer%f%? ol Uﬁ%%ago oS8, 2 Ds o

hﬁrbucklea op. cit., p. 255,
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And I say this not becausc so many fraternltics are
bad (most of them, I beliavs, are not bad at all)

but because they have made so 1little progress towasrd
dolng the educatlional joub thet they ars so ominently
fitted to accomplishe I contend that we cannot under-
stand the nature ci the fraternity as an dducational
socioby until we study btho history of the modern
university and determine just whorse the fraternity
belongs in the orgenization oi' this institution,”

The most withering attvack on fraternities in recent
nonths comes from the pen of Dr., Heary P, Van Dussn, presi-
dent ol Union Theslougical Seminery, who dslivered himself
of the following:

Some of' the worat evils of Traternities, paradoxically,
flow direcctly from thelr professed virtuss. I[ost of them
enshroud thelr procesdings with mysterious mocli-secracy.
Iiany o' them initiate msubars wlith cersemonles which are
an ahsurdly contradictory combination o crude horse-
play reminiscent of late~=Victorian hazing and elaborate
rituuals embracing psewdo-relijious; even Christian ldeals
and pledges. Indeed, from thelr profsssed alms and
princinles onc mizght suppose that they were self=appointed
allies of tho collvge administration, dedicated to
inculcating studiousness, probity, chivalry, msgnanimity,
in all who are subjscted to their beneficisnt ‘shepherding.

The truth 1s that they are, on most campuses, the
most troublesonc and obdurate obstacle to the fulfille
ment of the high purposzes of education.

For close to forty years I lave boen contlnuously
and intimabely acquainted with tho college:s of the
Unised Stutess I know thom ol every tipe and in all
sections of the country--publicly and privately sponsored,
secular and church-rsolited, men's and women's and
co-ed, in New England end the lilddle Atlantic States,
in tho south and southcust and central west, in the
Rocky Hountains and on the Pacirl'ic Coast. I have yet
to meet a front-1"anlkt and forward-looking president or
doen who did not coniess (of'ten in the privacy of his

5Thomas A. Brady, "The Catholic Fraternity", The Temple,
(November 1952), p. l.
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study and strilctly off the racord) that frasernities
conz=titute his most persistont and hara.sing hesdache.
I have yet to =it down with a group of ropresentative
undergraduate leaders to scruitinize the Lraternity
system in the context oi college welfars without hearing
the majority of them admit that frateraities are
divisive, extravagant, demoralizin, and ridiculous.
Certainly, in a Christian perspective, I knuw of few
edvucabes of the Christian cause In Amocrican collsges
who would not.agree that Cratornities are thelr most
balfilin; handicep, although some ol them maks the

best ol a bad situation throuzgh practice of &he
scriptural injunction to "make friends with the mammon
of uarightesousness,” and by sihwewd devices draw the
Traternitias, usuglly halihe:rbtedly or pharisaically,
to thoeir suponort.

Dr. Paul li. Brotscher sdds thls thought to Drs Van Dusen's
article on fraternitles in a recent issue of the Concordia

Thoulo ical lionthly:

A Christian who bas in Holy Beptism pledged himsalf to
tho ssrvice of the Triune God, has been obrought up in
a Christian home; and has heoded the dircctions of his
p.stor, daro not yisld Go ths temptation of collesie.
and university caupuses to become iInitiated on a
ritusl which at oveeset promotes snallow .moral idsalism
and sentimental religlousity. 1In the face of that
temptation he will remember, "Havcan a young man

kaeep his way puse? By guarding it according to Thy
Word," Ps. 119:9 (Re Ss Ve)e No Christian need:

join an objoetiocnel, worldly minded fraternityl

There are opportunities rfor Cliristian fellowship

on iucrilcan college and unlversity campuses il the
Chris%ian will malke reasonable efforts to discover
theime

In a similar vein Dr. Theodore Grasbner wrote some

Students are oiten attracted to & sorority or fra=-
ternity by the zlamour that atvends such arfliliation.
But glamour and soclal prestige must not take precedence

Qﬁai=y P. Van Dusen, "Fratornities and Church Golleges",
The Clristian Century, LiX (Septewber 9, 1953), 1018. .

T{ppul M. Bretscher, "President Van Dusen on‘FrataFnities",
Concordia Theolo.ical lonthly, XXIV (December 1953}, 945,
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over the higher values, The =tandards of the Church
are those imposed by Gode. The standards of the
university are those established by the world of men.
There 1ls a vest difference betwsen the will of God
and convention; betwsen morality and rzspeetability.a

With these thoughts In mind, let us examine the rituals
which heve been cited in the previous chapter. Ve will
seck to determine whetfher thoy contain cbjectionable religious
features such as Christless prayers, unionistic worship, un-
cessary oaths, and ohhﬁ? olaments, which violate the

Chris tian faith,
Bete Sigme Phi

The Opening; and Closing Ritual for sach meeting is as
Lfollowss:

Sisters in Bota Sigma Phi, here under the watchful
eve of Diotima, our Patron Sain, we pledge our-
solves anew to tim aims and purposes of our glorious
glsternood; more tolerance for our fellow beings
through a better understanding of themi & clasarer
end decper appreciation of the cultural and finer
things ol life for ourselves; and a determination

to give the best that is in us to our Sorority and to
acsist in any snd svery way to shed the light of our
telismen throighout ths world. (This paragraph is i
ropeated by the president whom all wmembers face after

they have joined hands)a.

The sorority prayer is the ‘ormal closing and is reneated
by the president as the membdbors sbtand with bowed heads.
Tne prayer rcads:

Eteornal Father, Shepherd of thwe Stars, guide us that

we may follow only the sood, only the true, only the
boausiful. Hold aloft Gto us the piding torech of

a"heodo"a Gracbner, A Hamdbook of Organizations (St. Louis:
Concordia Publishing Hous 39, 19435, Pe 130,
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wisdom and help us to push on, undaunted toward its
light. Illums our souls with thy wisdom that we in
“urn may light tha wey for those who follow use I
tne road we btaks Ssoms obscure in aust, sive us
skill and grees to pave 1t with stars, toc treansmute
the dust Lnto star dust. Groat us such elearness of
visiong such JWEGtBQSE oi' spiriy, such earnestness
of purpose, that we may follow the torch to ocur goal.

Ths sbove prayer is ol the essence oi deisme It is
Christless. 4gide Ifrom the nature religion expressed in the
orayor, as "Siophsrd of the Stars, hold alof't thy toreh,
zZives us s8kill and grace to pave our road with stars, and

truansmuis the dust into star dust,” this society scems to

be a regular hothed of snobbery. There is raason to belisve
tnat the Chepter ikanual is built upon a vegue religlousity
which completely ignores Htho Bible and the Christian way of

W)
7

li‘"e-
Delta Tau Delta

The secret ritual of Delta Tau Delta contains reforences

-

to "Hieros" and "Hermes," des»nite the fact that this fra-

ternity uses a prayer which closes with the words: ", o «

throuzh the merits of Jesus Christ,; ouwr Lord,; to whom, with

=

heoe, we ascribe 21l honor and glory Iorevers Amen.” In

the oath, the pledge must say:

9Ibid., pe lil.
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I will give Dolta Tau Delta lifelon; =2llegiance, ser-
vice, loyalty, und love; . - « I pledge my faith, my
veracity, and my sacred honor. So help ma Godl

This borders on a vioclation of the First Comiandment: "Thou °

shalt lave no otlher gods before le." A Christiian camnot

take an oath which pledges oneis raith to a sociedty and nob

to God,.
Delta Upsllon

In the order of initiation the chaplain oifers this
prayers

Almighty and sverlastin; God, Who didst inspire our
fathers to establish this Fraternity upon justice for
its foundations; Grent unto us in our day such a love
"for truth and justice, such a desire for righteous-
ness, and such a knowledge of Thy will as may enable
ug to be just 1n all our dealings with sach other and
vith tho world, and to live worthily of this, our
‘raternity. kHay this Brotherhood, founded upcon Thy
AwSs

=t

1
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ws and Tor the setting forwerd of all high and
noble ideals, oenjoy Thy continiial favor and be to
us and %o thosec who now enter 1ts fellowship a
constont source o! strength and happiness, and an
wnfailing means Tor advencing all that is right
and brue, throuzh Christ our Lord, Anmsne.

There are a few objoctions to this prayer. The clause
that God inspired their iathers.to found ths society on the
foundation of jJjustice is, at least, pious sentiment. The
statement that this love for justice which they ask God to
create in their hearts will teach them to be just with all
men disregards the nature of the humen heart. If mon are
Christians and if they pray to Christ for strengtheniag of

thelr faith and zeal to live by the love of Christ, they
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will strive to practice justice toward all men. Unless
the lovs of Christ rules o person's heart, he canno’ truly
1

love hile brethren. The prayer leans on the Law and not the

tospel.

Epsilon Sigma Alpha

This orgenization is definitely an unchristian sceiety.
The oath of membership states:

In %the prosonce of Gold and these witnesses, I most
solemnly and sincerely pledge mysalf to uphold the
Eﬂﬂﬂ? and dignity and respect the standards of
Lpsilon Sigme Alpha, To Tho very Lest of my sbility.
I shall rocomaend for membership in my chapter only
Lhose persons whoss characters.are above reproach.

I hereby promise Lo be loyal to the officers of my
chapbsr and to fulfill all obligations connected with
ny msmbershipw ]

The second degree oath btermed the "Ceremony ol the Jewels™

roads:

I, having heard the lesson of tho jewels, before the
Altar of I'lre, and inspired by thoe prscapt of Athene,
goddess ol wisdom, do hereby dedlcate myself enew to
uphold the honmor and dignity of Epsilon Sigma Alpha,
that the ideals of the organization siiculd be made
manifost in my liie.

A Clristian is forbidden to swear falssly, blasphe-
mously, and frivolously and of taking osths in uncertain
thingse. In HMatte 5:33-37, a Clristian is informed:

Again, ye have heard that 1t hath been sald by

them of old time, Thou shalt not forswear thyself,
but shalt perform unto the Lord thine oaths: But I
say unbto ygou, Swomr® not at ally neither by hoaven;
Lfor it is Godl!s throne: Ior by the earth; for it is
his footstool: mnsither by Jerusalem; for it is the
city of the great Kin.,. Nelther shalt thou swear by
thy head, because thou canst not malke one hair white
or black. But let your communication be, Yea, yea;
Nay, nay: for whatscever is more than these comoth of
evil.
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A Christian may swear by God!'s name when the glory of God
and the welfare of hls neighbor is demanded, ' "Thou shalt
focar the Lord thy God, end serve hiu, and shelt swear by his
name.” Deut. 6:13. In additlion, the religlous soné, quoted
on page 35, complebtely disreiards Godl's grace in Christ,.
In the closing prayer on paze 36 addrosscd to God, the
Bternal Fatler, members ask Him to directy their ways that
they mizht remain falthiul to their pledge under the watchful
eye of Pallas Athene. There is no wention of Christ and
His love and grace in this prayer. This is blaspheny since
God'!s name 1s oquaved with that of a pasgan deity. In the
momorial service on pazes 35 and 36 tho hoavenly homs is
promised to anyonse who has been a feithiul membar of Epsilon
Sigma Alphe, Ths Clristian view explicltly tells us thet
only those who have lived a life of faith in the ﬁorits of
F;nus Clrist have the promise of Seripturs thet they will
roeceive eternal life. Ths memorial service closes wilth
these words:

How may these words of Longfellow cémfort our hearts:

And the night shall be filled with music,

And the cares that infest the day,

Shaell rfold their tents like the Arabs,

And as silently sheal away.
Only the words of Jesus Christ, the Savior of all men, can

comfort the hoarts of 1men especislly at the time of death.

Hore the sorority puts man's words above that of Jesus Christ.
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Kappa Delic Phi

In the prayers of thils sorority we roads

Oh, God, Who hastgiven the (0od gift of Frionde
ship, keep alivec in our hearts the virtues of Kala,
Daimon, and Philia., RIake our ofienscs to be for-
gotten, and our services to bo remembored. Be with
our avsent membere; guide and bless them.

Oh, Almighty God, as we extinguish the ecarthly
symbols o: our three groat virtucs, we beg of you to
Iteop their Fires burning within our hearts, and to
keep our minis illuminated with the prsecepts of our
sorority. -

Thess prayers mix Christian thought and naturalistic ideas,

Both prayers aroe Christless:
Phi Delta

Ths ritual of Phi Delte has the chapleia oif'er the

Tollowing prayers

Aluighty rulecr of the Universe, we invoke thy blesse
ing on this our present communication. Grant that
chis young man may cultivate an! devote his 1life to
thy service; and bocome a true and faithiful brother
cuonyg uss EBndow him with a competency of thy Divine
Wilisdomy, thet by the Influesnce of the pure principles
of our instruction he may bs the betiter enabled to
display the beauties of Friendship, and Brotherly
Love, Truth and Honor, to tho glory of thy Holy name.
Amena

The prayer is adiressed to the ?uler of the Universe.
But who is this Almighty ruler? Thes prayer does not identify
hime It could be ths trme God. Bubt it could also be Allah,
Buddhe, or some other pagan deitys The ritual closes with
this prayor:

Thou, O G;d, who lknowest our down setting, and our

uprising, and understandeth our thoughts afar off,

shieold and defend us from the evlil intentions of our
ensumies and support us in renderin; the trials and
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afflictions we are destinsd to endwre while traveling
throupgh the Vale of Tears. lian that is born of woman
is of ICew days and full of trouble. Is cowmeth forth
as a llower, and is cut down. Yoa, he fleoth as a
shadow, and continueth noct. Sesing his days are
determined, the number ol his months with Theeo, Thou
hest Wwpointod his bounds that he cannot pass. Turn
from Him, O Lord, that he may rest until he shall
accomplish his day. Ifor there is hops of a tree if

it be cut down that it will sprout agaln, and that the
tender branch will not parish. But man dieth and wasteth
avay, yoa, man listh down and gziveth up the ghost. As
thoe wators far from the sea, and as the flood decayeth
and drieth up, so man lietl down and riseth not up
until ths ioavons shall be no more. Yot, oh Lord,
have compassion on the children of thy Creatiocn.
Adminicter them comfort in timc of trouble and save
them with an everlasting Salvation. Amen.

The prayer wmentlions nothing of Christ and His grace. A
Jew gp pagan could pray this prayer. It is unionistic. A

Christlan prays to the Triuno God and prays in the name of

Jesus, "And in that day ye shall ask me nothin;. Verily,
verily, I say unto you, Whatsoever ye shall ask the Father
in my name, he will give it you." Joan 16:23. Dr. Gracbner
givos a most grop hic description of this prayer when he says:
The prayer i1s an Irish stew of haterogeneous Bible
texts, but will undoubtedly lmpress ths young pledge

as vary solemn, baing composad oflawaetly sad sontile
ments addressed to tho good Lord.

Phi Sigm: Lambde

The initiates must ropeat this vow:

I s==do solemly promiss--that I will join my
sinceroct efforts--with those of my sisters=-to
further the ideals--o0." fricndship, seorvice and

10Graebnar, Ops Cite, De 14b.
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loyalty==in Phi Sigma Lambda. I shall hold my scrority--
in squal importance with any other organization--and
ghall keep inviolate--any secret work of Ghe sorority.
This I promise--in the prusonce of my sisters--and before
our Gode

The oath is a frivclous oath. Ileither the glory of tod nor
vhe welfars of the neighbor demands ths oath.
Dr. Graebner summerizes nis lmpressions of this sorority
as followss:
Aside from the frivolous oath, in addition, God is
placod on the same level witih Buddha, and the prayers
ovidently are Christloss because non-Christians way
Join the sccisty. The sorority 1= placed above, or
on an aqual basis with, ths home and the church, the
institubtions Tfounied and ordained by Gud. Ths momber
oy the sorority is expected to be loyal to her scclety
and hor sorovity slsters above all thin:s. The soclety
has becon patierned alter tho Eastern Star_as ths ritual
) - 7l il
breathes the spirit of tho Bastern Star.

Conclusion

Wie have concluded oﬁr investijation of @ number of
rituals of college fraternities. We havo discovered that
thivse ritusls do contain relligious feabures which conflict
with the Christian falith and because ol which Christian
university students ought not arffillate with fraternitios
represented by them.

But there are other Teatures in I'raternities which a
Christian must take into account before he joins a fraternity.

To these foatures Heve. Curtls C. Stephan calls atlentione.

I-

ith the permission.ol the Commission on Fratornal Orgeniza-

tion we are apponding Rev. Stephan's critique to which we

11314,
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wholshsartedly subsecribi. Heve. Stephan writes:

Letters in my files from deans of twenty leading
universities of cur land spoeak of certain advantages
and voelues that fraternities and sororitics of'for, bub

they s

psek also of many disadvantages and evils of the

systLona

it

seoms to me from long thought on the matter that

the dei'scts of' the system so far cutweigh ths merits
that our people ought to be discouraged from associating
theuselves with tiwese organizetionse I find thése ob=-
Jjoctione te¢ bes ssrious ones:

L.
2o
3a
e
5

6.
7s

)
Ja
(.;- 8

10,

blasphemy, oaths, and secrecy that violazte the
sacond comnandment;

prayere that are Christless and un-Christians
promotion of roligious indiiference;
compulscry attendance in a body at heterodox
churches}

living as & close family unit with Talse
belicvers &nd unvelicvers;

obllig:tion to conform to the social pattsrn
of behavior of the Iratsrnity;

allegiance to the fraternity above all elss;
failure to practice high moral idoals;
tendency to snodbery even torard unorganized
fellow=Chrlistians;

discrimination against people of ceritain religlous,
etinic, cultural, and sconomic groups.
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