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CI Chron. 12:18). 'fhis spirit was promised to Esekiel and 

by thie BQIJle spii--it he is promised lite; therefore, it ia . . 
al.so a li :re. ~i vina Spil•1t, a transcendentai lif'e, .which 

comes from. God. It is by this Spirit that Ezekiel. will know 

that God has s >okf.m to him (Ez. )7:14). 

Ezek:tel s1,eaks 0£ thi s Spirit in a number of interesting 

ways. He makes ·i;he Spirit u personal being, which enters 

hiJ:l and speuko directly to him; it moves him to stand upon 

his feet ( .,z . 2 : 2 ; 3: 21.,) , and 01'"dera him to shut himself' in 

his housa. Thi s same spirit t akes hold of' him and cam.ea 

him away t o other pl ace and reveals itself in the manner 

or a rushing , u1it91ty t·d.nd which iB audible to Esokiel 

(Ez, 3: 12 ) • 'l'hi s spirit, reveals vi,ions to the great pro­

phet mid he seea the people of Israel in captivity in Chal.­

dea (Ez. ll :24-) . It is by this Spirit that Ezekiel. is led 

around f'ro,n l ace t o place to see many different visions 

(E1. 3:12 ,14; 11 :1,24; 43:5). 

The work of the Spirit is to reveal to ·man God's plans 

and ideas ·which He desires to be dono, as Ha re-vealed the 

Plans of the temple to David by the Spirit (I Ohron. 28:12). 

It teaches to man God, s will and leads man into rightaoua 

J>Dths (rs. 143:10; Prov. 1:23; Heh. 9:20). It changes man 

from a sinner to a spiritual man ot God and cauaea him to 

walk in Ood•s ways (Ez.. 36:26-27). It grants to 1ncU.T.l.duaJ.a 

the power to prophesy and niakea man prophets �~� Goel to bring 

.1udament upon His erring children (Neb. 9130). 
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Tho work ai1d peroon of this Spirit associates and identi­

ties 1t :ith t he s ame s pirit as stated above. The mrk ia no 

ditterent and nct ·,s upon man in the same mQll.,er. So the noun 

1f •tl can be ictc~nt:1..f'ied with God' a Spirit. 
• • 

FinaJ.ly , the i:.·reat term tor God's Spirit is Ill -:J "n 'i1 w y ,- .. 

?!•1'1 ~ God ' s Holy s :-11•it~ tihe spirit of God's holiness. 
. . 

Isa:i.ah npeak s a£ Gotl , s 3pi1~t as holy, personal being, a 

being which can lle vexed by man Is rebellion against." Ood. 

When God' s Sr;iri t i o voxed , God takes action against man and 

fig.lits ae inst him as a dangerous .foe (.Is. 63:10). Ial!,:l.~ 

states t h:- t Moses had thi s Holy Spirit dwelling 1n him 

( 7.:1~7? :.J.) w1ich 111a·le it possible .for him to lead the 

Israeli t es (Is. G.3:ll). The torm W :JP V 1,1' l'"i may 

thus be used in'tel"changeably with the other- terms for God's 

Spirit. 

The ? sa l r.:iis1~ in aalm Sl: ll-12 speaks of God I a Spir:l.t 

aa God's HolJ Spi r it. It is this Spirit which create■ in 

man a clean and acceptable heart to God, and rGl'leNS. man's 
8P1rit so t hat he is riga'lteous in God' a presence. Dari.d 

feels thnt if' the Spirit is taken away trom him1 he . wil.1 

fall back into the ways ot sin. Thus, the Holy Sp:l.rit :La 

also one who sancti.fiea God, a people and leads tbem toward 

P8rf'ect1on in this lite. 

The concept of the Holy Spirit :ln the Old Testament 

appears then to be the following. It 1a a Holy Spirit ldd.ah 

Comee trcm God. It is the divine power which animate• the 
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whole univarse and !"ills it ,-,1th lite. All living croatures, 

. both man and boa s t, have this J)ower, and by this poffllr they 

havo their cxiste cc . It is a power which cannot be per­

ceived lriJ ankind . Thut; 1 i n general, the Spirit of God is a 

life-givi ng pouo .. " .upon \'!i1ich the whole existence 0£ the 

universe depends ., 

It is t he JJecul.ia.1, work or the Holy Spir1 t that 1 t may 

com~ upon cs cf'init e i:11dividue.l and give him powers £or un­

usual a.cts :i.,d rende3; .. :-3 him capable· of' doing groat things. 

T~13 eculi a r cndot,mient may e ive am~ superb powers of mind 

to bo !:Sn ttrtifice1'" , a. pi•opbet, an i nterpreter of dreams, or 

my give hi m ohynic:1..1 p1•0,-resa, and may make him a great 

t11litary l ender. 

The Hol · Spiri t i s described as coming to earth and 

enter i ng h1..1mn.11 experience, heightening and broadening in.di vid­

ual cap. cities a.'"1.cl i nsights. It ma'kos 11 man a special in­

strument or enl ightenment and revelation, and those to t1hom 

it is gi Vtln a r e a clas s which lmderatand God I s ways and are 

able to declare Mia de.tnends. 11 However• God's giving His SpirJ.t 

to man never erases the opiri.t or tlle man to wbOJll it is given, 

but only increases his natural powers sot hat his inc!ind­

uaJ.ity ie never lost; the person alMiys is eble to remain 

contemporaneous with the world 1n which he lives. 

Some authorities aay: that it is questionable whether 

Ood•a Spirit is presented as a def'im.te porson 1n the Old 

Testament. Heinisch .reels that early writers did noc- think 
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of the Spirit a s a person . 2 He states, 0 In Israel the 

Spirit of God tended t o be. considered as a aelf'-subsiatent 

being very slowl y and never attained that status in any 

satisfactory manner. n3 He 1·1ould also make a definite d:l.a• 

tinction bet\·recn God and His Spirit. 4 Rylaarsdam says, nin 

the Old Tes t ament , t he divine ruah is always descr.lbed as a 

possession of deity ruid subordinate to it. 115 

There are , howover, passages which do personify the 

Spir1 t of God . Isa i a h 63: 10 speaks or the Spirit as possess­

ing intelli gence , nd discrilnination. Nehemiah 9:19-20 

enumernt e s whnt God did £or Israel, which synthesis may 

occasion the ·li.1oue-J1t of a definite self-existent spirit.6 

l'rhile Davidson admits there is not too much proof' 1n 

the Old Test amon~ to make it say that God I a Spirit is a 

person, he &"gues tha t t here are passages which make the 

Holy Spirit a disti nct person, and lists as proof Haggai 2:S, 

Zach2riah 4:6~ I saiah 63:lO~ll. 7 He further states that the 

~~ad ~~;~J~f:s~;!d;h,g!~f~g~;J!e, ~u!!1'1f:'1Ut:!:::~ 
~£~as, c~l9SO), p. 120. 

libid., P• 122. 

4Ib1d • . , P• 120. 

Scoert J. Rylaarsdam~ Reyel,ation JD. JPiLah W.isdom L1t!rature (Chicago: Tha university of Chicago Preas, c.1946), 
P• 02. 

6Pau1 Jleinisch~ .21?• ~. ~ P• 121. 

7A. n. Davidson~ Tho Thaolo~ 9;f.. ~ .old. Tesfeant~ 
edited by S. B. F . Salmond (New ork: cJiiriii Seref s 
Sona, c.1914), p. 12s. 
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Old Testrunant does not deal in the sphere of ontology, it 

asks litt l e and anm·,ers littl.e ot God's essenco.8 Just as 

the Spirit 0£ man ~.s 11ot something distinct from man, but . . 

n1an man, so t he :fulneos of lite in God, active, eff'ectual. 

on that wh:i.ch i s ,·!i'thout i~ His Holy Spirit. 11A man•s 

spirit mani£e s to itself in his breath, so God 1 s Spirit is 

the broat b o~ Hi s nostrils.n9 

Another que s tion which must be enawered is th:ls: Does 

the Old Testament have any pasaages which r:my be used to 

supr,01•t the doct r i ne 0£ the Holy Trinity? There are tw 

passages which may be usod in support ot an at:firms:tive ana­

uer. In Io~.i ah 42:l, all three persons are mentioned, "Be­

hold my scu•v t , whom I uphold • •• I have put my spirit 

upon hi m. ~ •ni n in II Samuel 23:2 the three persons are 

spoken of b:r David, rtThe Sp,:1.rit ot the Lord spake to me • • • 

the God of' I s r ael has spoken ~ • • the Rock of Israel has 

said to me. 11 In this last passage one might say that only 

ono person io spoken ot in three ways, but since St. Paul 

Speaks 0£ the Rock as Christ, it is permlasibla to use this 

PQBQage. 

It mey be said then that the Old Testament does 

de.finitel,y have a doctrine ot the Roly Sp:lrlt, mid that this 

Spirit 1a a person, and the Third t erson 0£ tba Trinity. 

s . 
Ibid., P• 115. 
9-· · 
Ibid., P• 117• -



CHAi·TER III 

DOCTR_:rJE Ofi' THE HOLY SPIRIT Ilf THE l©1 TESTAr,mrr 

The t erm rvcs,,)A,IC in the New Testament, like 1J·l~ 
in t he Old Testament, has several meanings and interpreta­

tions. Its rneaning and interpretation depends largely upon 

the context in which it is f'ound. It can . be translated as a 

movement of' air, a gentle blast; it may be the vital principle 

ot lif'e by \·1hich the body is animated; it may be a simple 

essence devoid of' matter, and possessed ot the power of know­

ing , desiring , deciding, and acting; f'inally, it is used to 

designate the Spirit of' God.1 The purpose of' this paper 

limits t he writer to the laat use of' the word, namely, thoae 

passages where .,,.,.;."' refers to the ·Holy Spirit. 

Since it is not the purpose of' this paper to present a 

complete and exhaustive explanation of the Holy Spirit, Hie 

work and personage, this paper is limited to a short survey 

or definite passages in the New Testament which treat of the 

Holy Spirit to show to the reader that the same Spirit i.s 

referred to in both Old and New Testaments, and that the 

doctrine 0£ the New Testament 1~ one ot greater and deeper 

explanation when compared with that 0£ the Old Testament. 

The Holy Spirit 1n the New Testament is the same as the 

lJose;eh H. Thayer, A Grea1;-rglish 11fitif. Sil. .lilll. lilK 
Testa.1?1en;t; (New York: American o co., c. ~ P• S2r. 
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Spirit of God r ound in the Old Testament. It was prophesied 

in t he Ol cl '.l'estament by Isaiah that the Servant whom God 

WOuld send ,-1oul d have His Spirit (Is. 42:l; 59:21; 61:1). 

In t he rJew Test mnen't this prophecy is £ulf'illed to its full.­

est extent in Christ. It is stated that at His baptism by 

John, t he Spirit descended upon Jesus (~It. 3:16; inc. 1:10; 

Lk. 3 :22 ). Jes us ,-,as perpetually .filled \·tith the Spiri.t 

(I-it. 12 :28 ; Jn. 1:32; Acts 10:,38). To the Spirit's prompting 

and ai d , t he acts and words o.f Chriat are traced (l-it. 4cl; 

12:28 ; ;.rK. l :12 ; Llc. 4:l,14) • It is to the prophecy 0£ the 

Servant in Isai ah that Jesus re.ferred in the beginning 0£ 

His ministry when He sta ted that Ha had the Holy Spirit ,11th 

Him and_ upon Hi m (Mt. 12:18; Lk. 4:18). 

In t he Me,,, 'l1estament the Holy Spirit is regarded as the 

author o.f the Old Testament. It was this Spirit wlu.ch moved 

t he men or the Old Testament to i,rite even though at times 

they iney not have understood i'ully what they 1.'ll'Ote. Just as 

the girt o.f prophecy was attributed to the ,.,ork 0£ the Spirit 

in the Old Testament, so also in the New Testament it is 

~tated that this power ot prophecy came 1:?Y tho Spirit 

(i-It. 22:l+.3; rttk. 12:36; Acts 1:16; Heb. 9:6; :r; Pet. 1:11). 

This same Spirit also prophesies in the Hew Testament when 

Paul's internment in Jerusalem is. foretold by Agabua 

(Acta 21 :10-11) ~ using the phrase.,. r. ,lepc n ., .. j,11 :t,,., • 
It is also this same Agabus who prophesied earlier 0£ the 

drought in Jerusalem (Acts 11:28). St. Paul records tha't 
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the Spirit has farewarned that false doctrines and teachez,a 

Will come in t he l ast times (I Tim. 4:'1). Thua prophecy is 

an action o.r t he Spirit in both Teatmnents, and both Spirits 

are one and the smne Spirit according to the writers of the 

New 'i'eatament. 

Jus't a s i n t he Old Testament ,men the Spir:lt came upon 
8 person, i t a.t'.forded him special powers 11hich normally men 

do not have , so also in the New Testament supernatural g1£ts 

are given t o certain m6!1• Men upon whom the Spirit has come 

arc able t o speak in tongues and prophe97 (Acts 19:6). The 

men c n a l so ~,ork signs and wonders among men (Rom. 15:19; 

Gal • .3:5; Jleb . 2:4). 

Furthermore , as in the Old Testament ao also :l.n the New 

Testament, the Spirit is spdke~ of as -falling upon e man, 
covering him as it were, and givi~ him special strength and 

power to carry out God•s commands. The person upon 'Whom 'the 

Spirit has Eallen is sp~ken of_as being full of 'the Holy 

Spirit (Acts 1:8; 11:15; ll:24J 13:9; I Pat. 4:14). 

As the Spirit led men like .Isaiah aad Je.rem:lah to bring 

Ood I s· l-1111 and Gospel to the peoples of the world, ao 1n the 

Nett'Testament the Spirit sent forth men to preach the Gospel 

of Jesus Christ (Acts ll:12J 13:2; 13:4,J 16:7). He told men 

like St. Faul where not to go and where not to preach 

(Acts 16:6).. Just aa lseldel •a carried f'rom -p1aca to place 
.. 

by the Spirit, so also was Philip led by the Sp1ri 't to the 

eunuch and taken away from the place where the eunuch waa 
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baptized (Ac·ts 8:29,39). A deeper thought is £ound in the 

Hew i'eatament i n that all who are led by the Spirit, that ia 

all Christian s , are sons 0£ God (Rom. 8:16J. 

As the s1,irit was a source of aid and comfort with His 

presence in t ho Old Testament, so that the people were urged 

not to fo·~r t he enemies ,-,hich might ooni"ront them, so a l110 

in the New Testament, those persons who migh't £ind themsel vea 

in t:ouble .·Jith the powers that be, because they are Christ­

ians, a r e ·t old not to worry because the Spirit t·1ill give 

them the words to say in the time when they are questioned. 

Because of t his promise they are told not to fear, .no matter 

what ha •. ens to them (Mk. 13:ll; Lk. 12:12). 

Whi l e in tho Old Testament the Spirit is spqken oE as 

being among the people and guarding the natiQn, the llaw 

Testament reaches further depths in this idea of the Spirit's 

coming and dwollinG with God's people. 

The Spirit in the New TestmDent is spoken of as being 

given universally to all individuals who believe on Christ as 

their Savior. 1'he Old Testament does not have this thought 

that it is universally given to every individual be11ever. 

It was given to the disciples on 1 en1;ecoat who were in the 

upper room praying, and these 1n t';lftl by preaching, gave it 

to others (Acts 2:4,38). The rushing might:,- ~d which was 

heard at this time (Acta 2 :2) ia also a sign of the S~rit • a 

presence in the Old Testament (B■• 3:12). The Spirit is 

recorded as given to all who obe:,- God (Acts 5:32). St. Paul 
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tells t he Galatians 
0

that God had sent f'orth His Spirit into 

their hearts , because they "'ere His sons (Gal. 4,:6). Fur­

ther, whila i n the Old Tes-tament (Joel 2:26) the Spirit :l:a 

only rophesi ed as coming upon the Gentiles in the Messianic 

era, m~ki ng the prophecy universal, in the New Testar.ient 

this p:i:•ophecy is manifest (Acts 10;.4,5). 

In addition, in the Old Testament the Spirit is spoken 

of as comi ng o:1ly on certain individuals and dwelling in 

theru £'01'" awbile (Job 33.:4,; Ems. ll:5; Is. 6):ll); all Christ­

i ans in the New Testament have the Spirit of God dwelling in 

them a t all timos (Rom • . 8:ll; Eph. 3:16; II Tim. l :JJ+). The 

bodi es or Christians are called the temples ot the Holy 

Spi r it (I Cor. 3:16; 6:19). The Christian prays in the 

Spirit, and it is the Spirit who is praying in him (Jude 20; 

Rom. 8 :26-27). The Spirit within a mnn wars against his . . 
f'lesh, t hat part of man bilich does not want to follow the 

com.:~ands 0£ God (Gal. 5:17). ~"hat is true of' the Spirit in 

the Old 'l'estament is also true of the Spirit in the Haw Testa­

ment I tha.t God's Spirit in a man does not erase the ap1r1t of' 

man, but only adds to the man 1 a natural powers (Rom. 8:1~). 

Another thought which 1a not too prominent in the Old 

Testament (Ps. Slsll; Neb. 9:20) about the Holy Spirit, but 

which in the New Testament prevails as a c1earer expression 

ot the work of the Spirit, :I.a the work of regeneration end 

sanct1f'icat1on 1n those who are the elect of God. It :I.a the 

Spirit which renews man (Titus 3:S) ,. purifies the soul 
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(I Pe~. 1 : 22), and just1£1ea Him before God through Jesus 

Christ (I Cor. 6 :11). ~hen the Spirit enters1 He bf:!£1ns the 

work of senctif'icati~n, that is, making men holy bef'ore God, 

and creates eood works in them (Rom. 1Sil6; Gal. Ss22; 

Eph. 5:9 ; I I Cor. 6:6; II Thes. 2:13). Further• the presence 

or t he S irit i n men cauoes great joy and peace (A,ots 13:.52; 

Rom. 14:17; 15:13; I Thos. 1:,5). He is the author of' com­

fort for 11 believers (Jn. 14:26; Acts 9:31). 

••mi le i n the Old Testement the Sp:f.r~t of Ood is some­

times pictured as an ~gent or God and not necessarily God, 

in t he et: Tost ament the Spirit is equal. with Ood and God 

llimael f , the third persor. of the Trinity. The baptismal 

fonnula of r atthetr 28:19 shows this because the name is one., 

but t he per sons are three. Also, II Corinthians 13:13 brings 

in the three persons ot the Trinity in st. Paul's benediction 

which i s a 1r:2y of expressing the Trinity •. 

Agai n , while .t here is some question of the Old Testa­

ment (Is. 42:1) cn."Pressing a personage tor the Holy Spirit, 

the New 'l'estament speaks def'initely of the Spirit as being 

a definite person distinct from the Father and the Son 

(Mt. 28:19; Jn. l4cl6-26; 15:26; 25:26; 16:13-15). 

Since the Holy Spirit is only mentioned axpl.icd.tly 

throe times in the Old Testament as a de.finite term for the 

Spirit of God, it is indeed worth noting that the tem 

appears some sixty-seven times in the New Testament• :ln ~if­

teen of' the twenty-seven boob, while such a term aa the 
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Spirit of God i s only used £ourteen times in eight books. The 

question why such a change should take place is in order. 

It must also be poL"'lted out that the Holy Spirit is 

never ex l e.:tned in t he rlei·1 'l'estmnen:t. It is t aken £or 

gI"llJlted t1'-at the people lmo:w to whom the speaker or writ~r is 

r eferring when he speaks. Thus, when John speaks of the 

Greflt er who ia comi:ng 2:s baptizing with the Holy Spirit, he 

is not r ecorded as expl aining just who this Spirit is. The 

peopl e seem t o k11m1 just who this Spirit is (Mt. 3zll; 

Mk. l:8 ; Lk. 3:16; Jn. 1:33; Acts 11:16). Zechariah is told 

th this son, John, will be filled with the Spirit f'rom his 

mother'e 1·!onib (Lk. l:lS), When Mary marvels how she is going 

to have a child when she doeo not Imo,, a man, the angel re­

vealo to her that the Holy S·pirit will come upon her mid will 

accomplish these t hings (Lk. l:JS). 

As one enters the New Testament period, the Spirit of 

the Old Testament is referred to as the Holy Spirit, and no 

expl anation is rendered to the hearers as to just what or 

who this Spirit is. Also, apparently since Nicodemus does 

not ask questiona about the term •Holy Spirit" in John 3, 

this causes one to wonder about the £act that the.writers of 

the Nev Testa~ent never real1y e.!ICJ)lain who the Spirit is. 

There ~ust have been some teaching upon which a great deal 

of this is based. The depth and persom.f'ication of the 

teaching of the Spirit in the New T~stament far outahadows 

and outreaches that of' the Old 'l'ostament, so n1uah so., tha1; 
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one wonders \'thy this doctrine was never called into question 

by the Jews. There is no record that they ever reol.17 · 

challenged some oZ the statements of Jesus or John or St. 

Paul about the Holy Spii•:lt. 

Tho neJct chapter of the thesis ,1111 concern itself with 

a possible nswer to this p:z.,obl~. There aeoms to have been 

somewhat 01· nomething of an unwr!ttan teaching upon which 

Jesus and the apostlea built. This doctrine may or may not 

have been complete, or it may have had enough truth to it, 

that, ba1•ring certain .falsities, this doctrine could be used 

as ,;1 besis urmn which the New Testament doctrine is built 

and ~xpanded . '£he question might ,1ell bG piaced in th111 

way: Whe t was !)resent as a doctrine of the Holy Spirit, which 

made 1 t i;oss,ible £or the tlew Testament writers and. speakers 

to have such 'l i'ar deoper comprehension of the Holy Spirit 

without aver really being called into question about ~t, or 

if' they wore, why it wasn't recorded? 



CHAPTER IV 

DOCTRINE OF TUE HOLY SPJ lJ,IT IN THE INTER'l'ESTf.. E tlTAL PERIOD 

I n or der t o anm~er the question, it there was a doctrine 

of the Hol y Spirit, or a teaching or the Holy Spirit, at the 

time 0£ Jesus, one must t.urn to the writings 0£ the era 11hich 

bri d :e the erea between the Testaments. Some ot the tiTitings 

or t his period have come do·w~ to us, and they have been rea­

sonabl y dat ed by auth~rities of the field; therefore, one 

mi ht be f airly accurate in determining some sort of teach-

i ng o:r t he Intertestamental Period. '.l'he writings t.·iith which 

thi s chapt e 1· will concern itself are the ?seudepigrapha and 

t he Apocrypha. '!'hough the Jews and most Christians do not 

consi der t he Apoceypha as canonical, these writings do g:l.ve 

t he r eader an idea of the thoughts which \'1ere current at the 

t ime 0£ Christ. By selecting pertinent passages in these 

writings, one might arriv-e at a concept of the Spirit, and 

see i f it i s deeper and more penetrating than the concept of 

the 01d Testament; whether more was said by the writers of 

this era about the Holy Spirit than was said by writers of 

the 01d ~~stmnent. By deriving a doctrine from these passages 

it may be possible to show that Christ and other speakers in 

the New Testmnent were basing their message on a more greatly 

emphasized. doctrine than the one presented in the Old Testa­

ment. It must be remember"'1 that theoe books are not in­

terested in presenting a concept or teaching ot the Holy Spirit. 


