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CHAPTER I
I TRODUC TION

A movement making a marked impact on the German mind
today is Anthroposophy. In fact, from its headquarters near
Baale, Switzerland, the Anthroposophic Society is issuing an
intellectuanl, esthetie, and "religious" appeal that seems to
be gaining a following in many countries of Burope. And
here in Amorica the movement is not without its adherents.t
The Anthroposonhic Society in America has at its New York
headquarters (211 Madison Avenue, Hew York 16) meeting rooms,
an extonsive library, and The Anthroposophic Press, Ine,
leetings are held rogularly in New York, in Chicago and in
other cities of the United States. An increasing number of
books on Anthroposcphy are being translated into English.2

Vhat is Anthroposophy? According to the Anthroposo-
phists themseclves:

Anthroposophy is a way of thought rather than a
body of dogma, springing from the work and teaching

lAlthou.gh requessted to do so, the Anthroposophic Society
in America supplied no figures on the size of its membership.

211 partial publication list from the Anthroposophic
Press in New Yorkz City llats qver 200 titles,




2
of Rudolf Steiner (1861-1925). He spoke of it as "a
Patng to the spioltouliin Ghe uniimeastEiies (Lae ix
.

Of their purpose Anthroposophists say, "Our movement exists
to facilitate the investigation of occult truths, and its
researchoss « « « ondeavor to find the best means of
developing the hidden qualities latent in every human being.™

fis a way of attaining knowledge and of developing man's
latent powers, Anthroposophy has some direct bearing on the
Christian mecasage. A Bachelor of Divinity thesils on the
movement seems quite relevant, therefore. This thesis
ezxamines the life and teaching of Rudolf Steiner and the
Anthroposophic movement which he started. It is an attempt
to get a broad overview of Anthroposoﬁhy rather than cone
centrating on any one of its phases. It is an exploratory
study of a preliminary nature, and in no msasure does it
try to be definitive on any part of the movement.

The .paper 1s divided ss follows. Chapter II covers
the 1life of Rudolf Steiner and the development of his =
thought. Chapter III treats the path to "supersensible"”
knowledgze and the awakening of the latent forces in every
mn., This concept is central in Anthroposophy, and there-
fore this chapter ia of prime importance in the paper,

Shis information was taken from promotional material
printed by the Anthroposophic Press, Inc., New York 16, N.Y.

&

A Student of Rudolf Steiner, The Hew Imoulse and the New
Era (London: 'udolf Steiner PubliaETEg Company, Nede)s Dea 17a
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Th_e evolutlon of the processes of attaining spiritual knowl-
edge 1s the aubject of Chapter IV, Included undor this dise
‘cussion are the myastery religions of the past, the Christian
liystery of the present, aml the "New Impulse” of the future,
The next two chapters cover the relation of Anthroposophy to
major areas of human life., Chapter V examines the relation
of Anthroposophy to religion and Chapter VI shows Anthropose
ophy's use in other apheres of activity. Chapter VII gives
tentative concluding observationss

The limitations of the writer to treat the subject
under gconsideration are numorous, He had done no previous
rescarch on the occult sciences, Nor has hs seen Anthro-
Posophy in practice. Apart from information obtained in a
few conversations with those who are Anthroposophists, the
bulk of the material for this paper was acquired from a
seleot number of Rudolf Steiner's books.

Anthroposophists would claim that the greatest limita=-
tion of this study is that 1% 1s conducted by someone who
1s not himself on the path to supersensible lt:m':wledge.5 It
1s hoped, howevex.-, that this look "from the outside” will be
at least g start toward the understanding of Anthroposophy.

Stmhe 1ife of the Spirit can be understood only when we
do not presume to criticize it with the lower mind, butb
rather when we develop 1t reverently within ourselves,"
Rudolf Steiner, The Vay of Initlation, translated by Max
Gysi (Third AmerIcanized taition; New Yorlk: Illacoy Publishing

and Masonic Supply Company, 1923), p« 48,




CIAPTER II
RUDOLF STEINER AUD ANTIROPOSOPHY

Anthroposophy i1s a movement that was initiated and
Euided to a groat extent by one man, Dr. Rudolf Stei;nar. As
will be shown in this paper, it is in his personality, and
work that the movement finds its center, This chapter will
ooncern itself with the life of Dr, Steiner. Steiner seems
to have been a man of great personal attractiveness. Those
vho met him were groatly impressed with the depths of his
insights. lany of his assoclates would have agreed with the
Judgment of a poet who said of Steiner after seeing his
portrait, "Behold a master of himself and of :I.:I.fe.“l

Rudolf Steiner was borm in Lower Austria in 1861, He
wag the son of a railway station-master. His followers
eredit him with marvelous intuition even in his youth. For
Instance, Schure speaks of the time when Steiner was
employed in a Koman Catholle Church as a choir boy. Although
greatly impresased with the worship, he was troubled by the

secret unbelief of the vriests, which he could see because

IQuoted by Edouard Schure, "The Personality of Rudolf
Steiner and His Development, " an introductory chapter printed
in Rudolf Steiner, The Vay of Initlation, translated by Max
Gysi (Third Americanized Editionj New York: lacoy Publishing
and liasonic Supply Company, 1923), De 352,


















54
It 15 possible for the person schooled in ocoultism

to know his real identity and to discover his pre-exzistenceas
But rather than be lilke certain theosophists who expose thon-
Selves to ridicule by publishing their distingulshed pre-
existences, "Dr. Steineor uses every means for hiding his
personality, and no lmows who he really 1s."9? It is by

the proper application of the ocoult experiences that a
person becomes aware of hia pro-earthly existences and past
incarnations, And by becoming aware of who he "really is,"

he finds spiritual truth and his place in the spiritual

roalmsg,

22
_Ib_i_ﬁ oy De Gle




CHAPTER VI
ANTHRORPOSOPHY APPLIED

To an Anthroposophist the title of this chapter might

geam redundant, Tor he would say that thore could be no

Such thing aa Anthroposoohy unapplied. Talking their cue

from Stoinor's emphasis, Anthroposophlsts are concorned that
their occult contact with the spiritual forces of the unie
Verse should affect every phase of their livea. Steiner
8ays that short neriods of daily meditation on the "Higher
Iife"™ lead %o a calm that will affect every phase of work
and 1ire,rt The inner calm removes fears and anxietles and
Permits us to work at our anpolnted task with renewed
energios. Theae exercises do this for us, says the Anthro-
bogophists, because they "lead to adequate knowledge of what
is real and what it is that matters in the world, "2 o geol
knowledze of higher worlds for its own sake is wrong and

8elfish, It must be used to advance the good of humanitye

lﬂudolf Steiner, The y_axh i & atio tronalated by
Hax Gysi {Third Americanized Edition; New $orks  Macoy
Publishing and Mssonic Supply Company, 1923), De 70

2
A Btudent of Hudolf Steiner, The Hew Xmpulase and the
New Era (London: Rudolf Steiner Publishing COmDAnY, Neda),

eIy

Pe 24,
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All occult teachors mist show that, "all knowledge which you
8eok for working in the service of humanity and for the upe
1ifting of the world brings you a step forward. nd

Ag we have alresdy stated Steiner was active in almost
every major field of human endeavor, His writings are
extremely wide in acope, Already avallable in English
(throush the Anthroposophic Press in New York) are several
of his worka on medicine, aociology, education, philosophy,
the art:, and other subjects. Boldt observes that Steiner
"soelts Lo noply the direct resulte of his own spiritusl
Giperlence to both the economic as well as to the political
conditlons of our soclal 1ife."¢ Steiner's book The Three=-
fold Commonwealth is an attempt to show how spiritual ideas
6an be Lrought to bear in éooiety, apecifically on the soclo-
6économic problems of the day,. :

Of course, every membor of the Anthroposophic Socioty
is not exnectod to apnly the mowledze of higher worlds to
all or even most fields of human endeavor. vVarious groups
of individuals concentrate on those phases of Steiner's |

ideas which concern them. Farmers will concentrate on his

farming methods, in which among other things, he advocates

3
Steiner, . The Vay of Initiation, pe 63.

iErnst Doldy, Irom Luther to Steiner, translated by
dgnes Blake (London: Hethuon and Company, 1923 ), ppe vi £,




37
the abolition of chomical fart:l.l:l.zers.5 A groun of Steiner's
followers have organized themselves into the Bio-Dynamic
Farming and Gardening iAssoclation, Inc., which -is located
in Chester, lew York,

Rudol? Steiner's words on education include The LEduca=-
of Education, and many more. One place in America that makes
an anpnlicatlion of his educational principles is the Rudolf-
Steiner School for Boys and Girls, which is located in Hew
York City,

Stelner also worled in the field of medicines This is
not at all unusual, seeing the close relation he made between
the opiritusl and the physical. Besides founding a school
of medicine, he worked on cures and treatments for several
digeascs, notably influensza and csncer. Nor was his work
confined o human beings. It 1s claimod that "his oure for

distemper in certain animais has been successful in almost

every caseeC

The arta avsorbed must of the interest and energy of
Rudolf Steinor, In the imposing and unique Goetheanum,
created by his architectural skill, is a striking example

Shig information was obtained in an interview with Iiss
Eleanor linne, employed at the New York headquarters of the
%nti‘:rggosophie 8oclety in America, 211 Madison Avenue, New

or, . g

& .
A 8tudent of Rudolf Steiner, gpe gitie, De Be
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43 a geulplor. It i1z "the colossal group carved by him in
wood of the Christ overcoming the Powers of Darkness."’! His
cultural and eathetic emphases have in large measure _beon
continued by his followers. The Goetheanmum 13 the ::!féﬁt of
an endless number of vlays, concerits, and lectures. Iach
sumner an elaborate production of "Faust"” is staged theres
Impressive effects are created by an extensive use of tones
and colors in those productions, The color of the costumes,
the color of the 1ights-are varied with the type of emotion
the actor or actross is exnressing.

The Anthroposophist is clearly a man with a mission.
He iz to put the spiritunl power of the universe to work in
hia own life and in his daily endeavors, what is more, he
is o mnltiply the effect of what he has scen and learned
by fmparting it to others, He wants.others to iznow the,
inner peace and freedom which ho knows., This then is the
taeglk of Anthronosophistss

They venture to lmpert their inner experiences, trust-

ing that there are others around them whose spiritual

cyes, %o be sure, arc still closed, but whose intel-

ligent comprchension may be aroused through the force

of what they hear, For they have faith in bumanity
and want %o give i1t spiritual light.S

v.l-b, ido’ Ppe & ff.

8 -
Rudolf Steiner, Christianity As lMystical Fact, trans-
lated by Henry Monge (flew Yorks Anthroposophic Press, Ince,
Ce1l947), ppe 14 £, A




CHAPTER VII
COlCLUSION

If Anthroposopky were simply "a path of knowledge,"
then it could be ovaluated in baslcally philosophical terms.
Ita intuitive method of seeking !mowledze could be compared
vith the ways of resson and experience. Its claim to be the
vay to knowledge could bo compared with the claims of other
epistemolosical schools and an appraisal could be made,

But the brief evaluation presented here will be on an
entirely different basis, the besls of the relation of
Anthroposophy to religlon, specifically to Christianity,
The relation of the movement to Christianity is evident.
Althourhr the movement simms the title of a "religion,”
Anthropeosophiots agsertst

Hudolf Stoinor's works are so largely ethical and

Chrigtlan emphagis mind that, if one assimilates

The, he will dovelop a deeper roverence for the world

around him, a greater hamility in face of the Divine,

and a grea tgr understanding and sympathy for his
fellow men,

If Anthroposophy claims to be Christian and 1¥ it wanta %o
malze Jesus Chriat an important (if not central) part of its
gystem, then it should be subjoct to evaluation on Christian

terms,

.

1’1‘115.9 information was token from promotional materiagl
printec by the Anthroposophic Press, Inc., ew York 16, He Y.
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It is the writer's conviction that Anthroposophy will
have an increasing impact on sections of Christendome. It
has many features that make it appear quite appealing, It
tries to maintain a high intellectual, esthetic, and moral

lovel. It takes a very attractive view of man and his

pPotentiglities, It is not inconceivable that Anthronoaonhy
will appeal to many within the Christian Church., Therefore

i further study should bo made as to its views on areas

germane to Chrdstianity. A comparison of Anthroposophy and

Gln*intianit:; on various areas of religlous truth is clearly

S &

beyond the scope of this paper, Bub even this preliminary

study has rovealed a few areas in which thore seems to be a

baslc divergence botween the Christian and Anthroposophist
points of viowe. A Tew of those can be mentioned in the
hope that further otudy will be done on thenmts

Since Anthroposophy claims to be a path of knowledge,
the questions of the source of knowledge would anpear to be
basic in its relation to Christianity. Christianity is a
rovoaled religion, Ibts message rests upon the revelation
of Cods Man lmows God because He has appeared in the person
of His Son, Jesus Christ (cf. John 1, 18), The Christian
Churoh has historically maintsined that whatever spiritual
truth man possesses is a mesult of God's rovelation in One
who is The Truth, Compare this view with that of Rgdolf
Steiner. He closes his book, The Wiy of Initiation,with

these wordsg:

g
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Truth and the hizher 1ife do, indeed, ablide in every

xaan soul, and %t iz true that ever:roge can and mmst

Sooner or later find them for himaself.
The source of higher knowledge is with everyone, according
to the Anthwoposophists., This view seems to make revelations
of no importance st all to them. Boldt sums up the Anthio=
boaophlsi's pogition toward revelation through Scripture
vhen he saye that the efforts of the Mystics and Claasic
writers to do away with tho letter of the Seriptures "have c
in our own times been achileved by the Anthroposophical ~ ;
Spiritual Science put forward by Rudolf Steiner. nd

Jithout a dependence on re*;-elstign, it would appear
that Anthroposophy has made significant divergences from
historic Christianity. Anthroposophy!'s view on the person
of Chriet needs to be examined in the light of Christian
emphases. Steiner's view of Christ as a reincarnated
Zarathustra is foreign to Christianity. So also his treat-
ment of the Christ as a "cosmic entity" dwelling in, and
later deperting from, the man Jesus, - His treatment of the
"Logos made flesh" would be important material for a further
research paper, Similarly, Anthroposophy's view of man

tonds to speak little of sin. A strong emphasis of man's

2

Rudolf Steiner, The Way of %ﬂﬁp%, translated by
liax Gyel (Third Iunericanize?%‘ﬁft ony New Jorks iiacoy
Publishing and lasonic Supply Company, 1923), pe 163.

3
Ernst Doldt, From Luthor to Steiner, translated by
Agnes Blake (Londoni Wethuen and Company, 1923 ), ppe 44 T,

e —
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4 strong omphasis on man's inner powers soems necessary
to their system. The Anthroposophiast noeds to bo cone
Vinced thatwithin himself ave spiritual powers that waib
only to be develcped by the proper exeorcises. Finally,
dnthroposoplyts view of eternity seems different from
Christianity?'s, largely bocause of its stress on reincar-
nation, a concent the main stream of Christianity has
rejecteds The appeal of the idea of reincarnation is
clears Sinee many people are not satisfied with their
pregent lot, they will be eager to hear of reincarnation,
of another chance.

It is the writer's tentative conclusion that
Anthrooosoply!'s man-centered, revelation-shunning "path
of fnowledgze™ must be seen as a danger to the Christian

Church, Further research is necessary before this cone

clusion can be verified or rejected. In fairness to

Anthroposaphy and Chrlstianlity, this{peaearoh ought to

be made,
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