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CHAPTER I
I TRODUC TION

A movement making a marked impact on the German mind
today is Anthroposophy. In fact, from its headquarters near
Baale, Switzerland, the Anthroposophic Society is issuing an
intellectuanl, esthetie, and "religious" appeal that seems to
be gaining a following in many countries of Burope. And
here in Amorica the movement is not without its adherents.t
The Anthroposonhic Society in America has at its New York
headquarters (211 Madison Avenue, Hew York 16) meeting rooms,
an extonsive library, and The Anthroposophic Press, Ine,
leetings are held rogularly in New York, in Chicago and in
other cities of the United States. An increasing number of
books on Anthroposcphy are being translated into English.2

Vhat is Anthroposophy? According to the Anthroposo-
phists themseclves:

Anthroposophy is a way of thought rather than a
body of dogma, springing from the work and teaching

lAlthou.gh requessted to do so, the Anthroposophic Society
in America supplied no figures on the size of its membership.

211 partial publication list from the Anthroposophic
Press in New Yorkz City llats qver 200 titles,
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of Rudolf Steiner (1861-1925). He spoke of it as "a
Patng to the spioltouliin Ghe uniimeastEiies (Lae ix
.

Of their purpose Anthroposophists say, "Our movement exists
to facilitate the investigation of occult truths, and its
researchoss « « « ondeavor to find the best means of
developing the hidden qualities latent in every human being.™

fis a way of attaining knowledge and of developing man's
latent powers, Anthroposophy has some direct bearing on the
Christian mecasage. A Bachelor of Divinity thesils on the
movement seems quite relevant, therefore. This thesis
ezxamines the life and teaching of Rudolf Steiner and the
Anthroposophic movement which he started. It is an attempt
to get a broad overview of Anthroposoﬁhy rather than cone
centrating on any one of its phases. It is an exploratory
study of a preliminary nature, and in no msasure does it
try to be definitive on any part of the movement.

The .paper 1s divided ss follows. Chapter II covers
the 1life of Rudolf Steiner and the development of his =
thought. Chapter III treats the path to "supersensible"”
knowledgze and the awakening of the latent forces in every
mn., This concept is central in Anthroposophy, and there-
fore this chapter ia of prime importance in the paper,

Shis information was taken from promotional material
printed by the Anthroposophic Press, Inc., New York 16, N.Y.

&

A Student of Rudolf Steiner, The Hew Imoulse and the New
Era (London: 'udolf Steiner PubliaETEg Company, Nede)s Dea 17a
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Th_e evolutlon of the processes of attaining spiritual knowl-
edge 1s the aubject of Chapter IV, Included undor this dise
‘cussion are the myastery religions of the past, the Christian
liystery of the present, aml the "New Impulse” of the future,
The next two chapters cover the relation of Anthroposophy to
major areas of human life., Chapter V examines the relation
of Anthroposophy to religion and Chapter VI shows Anthropose
ophy's use in other apheres of activity. Chapter VII gives
tentative concluding observationss

The limitations of the writer to treat the subject
under gconsideration are numorous, He had done no previous
rescarch on the occult sciences, Nor has hs seen Anthro-
Posophy in practice. Apart from information obtained in a
few conversations with those who are Anthroposophists, the
bulk of the material for this paper was acquired from a
seleot number of Rudolf Steiner's books.

Anthroposophists would claim that the greatest limita=-
tion of this study is that 1% 1s conducted by someone who
1s not himself on the path to supersensible lt:m':wledge.5 It
1s hoped, howevex.-, that this look "from the outside” will be
at least g start toward the understanding of Anthroposophy.

Stmhe 1ife of the Spirit can be understood only when we
do not presume to criticize it with the lower mind, butb
rather when we develop 1t reverently within ourselves,"
Rudolf Steiner, The Vay of Initlation, translated by Max
Gysi (Third AmerIcanized taition; New Yorlk: Illacoy Publishing

and Masonic Supply Company, 1923), p« 48,




CIAPTER II
RUDOLF STEINER AUD ANTIROPOSOPHY

Anthroposophy i1s a movement that was initiated and
Euided to a groat extent by one man, Dr. Rudolf Stei;nar. As
will be shown in this paper, it is in his personality, and
work that the movement finds its center, This chapter will
ooncern itself with the life of Dr, Steiner. Steiner seems
to have been a man of great personal attractiveness. Those
vho met him were groatly impressed with the depths of his
insights. lany of his assoclates would have agreed with the
Judgment of a poet who said of Steiner after seeing his
portrait, "Behold a master of himself and of :I.:I.fe.“l

Rudolf Steiner was borm in Lower Austria in 1861, He
wag the son of a railway station-master. His followers
eredit him with marvelous intuition even in his youth. For
Instance, Schure speaks of the time when Steiner was
employed in a Koman Catholle Church as a choir boy. Although
greatly impresased with the worship, he was troubled by the

secret unbelief of the vriests, which he could see because

IQuoted by Edouard Schure, "The Personality of Rudolf
Steiner and His Development, " an introductory chapter printed
in Rudolf Steiner, The Vay of Initlation, translated by Max
Gysi (Third Americanized Editionj New York: lacoy Publishing
and liasonic Supply Company, 1923), De 352,
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n2 He was

"he possessed the innate gift of seoing souls,
from his early years concerned with matters of the spirit.
The conviction that the divine soul dwells in all men
started to Tform within him, Schure writes, "Vaguely as yot
dld this idea stir within him « . «.. that the divine soul .
18 present in all men, but in a latent state. It 43 a

sleeping captive that has to be awakened from enchanitmente '

At the age of 15 Steiner met a herbalist who apent his life
investigating the "unconscious and fluld soul of herbs and
flovers."* Thig contact was one of the steps in Steiner's
realization that the forces from the invisible and eternal
warld filter through the visible,

Steiner was a serious and capable scholar, I‘ie studied
the philosophies of Kant, Fichte, Schelling and Hegel, and
absorbed many of their emphases. He also studied the
sclences of obaservation. These were of extreme :I.mportgnca
for him, for although be later deplored the sclentist's
emphasis on the world of semse experience, he used."sci-
entific" methods in his study of spiritual worid+. Thls
will be demonsirated in Chapter III in discussing his steps
to supersensible knowledge. In addition to these scientific

gIbid.’ P. 12.

®Ivid., p. 13.

4
__Iblidl 9 Po 14 [ ]
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studies ho showed a marked interest in art and poetry. This
interest was to be lator reflected in his voluminous writings.

Throughout the period of his late teens Steiner was
looking for the key to 1life and to the world. Ie needed
Someone to show him the way. At tho age of 19 Steiner met
his spiritucl ide--the laster--who was to lead him to the
initiation into higher truth.® Of this encounter Schure
says:

It is an undoubted fact, admitted by occult tradition

and coniirmed by ozperience, that those who seck the

higher truth from an impersonal motive find a master

o initiate them at the right moment: that 1a to say,

when they are rins for its reception.
It van this master who led the eagor pupil through the
stages of inner diseinline to a knowledge of higher worlds.
Schure claims that oven at this early age Stelner knew that
his migsion mmat be, "To re-unite Science and Religion. To
bring back Cod into Science, and Hature into Roligion. Thus
to re-fortilize Loth Art and Life." Steilner spent the
next ten years (1881-1801) in Vienna, This was for him a

period of study and pressration. After "a brilliant career™®

Stbid, ». 18.
S1bida.
"Ibid., ». 20.

8' : o F

A Student of Rudolf Steiner, The New Imnulse and the
New Era (London: Rudolf Steiner %uEHaMg Company,; NeQa),
De s
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8t the University of Vienna, he took his dogree of Doctor of
Philosonhy at Nostoclk.
The next decede of Steiner's life was aspont at Woimar.

This has been choracterized as a period of "strugelo and
combat." e was callod to the state library at Veimsr, in
order {o odit the scientific works of Goecthe, on wiose worics
ke was considered an expert.l’ It was early in this period
of his 1ife that Steiner sublished a work entitled, Dle
Shilosonhic dor Freilhelt, which has been translated into
English s Zhe “hilosoohy of Spiritual fotivity. Ono of the

prine factors thot made his stay at VWeimar one of struggle

end combal was his contact with Ernst Haoockel, whose mator-
ialisn was radically onposed to Stoiner's views. Steiner
found mach of merli in Tacckells system, but for his mater -
lalistic conclusions ho had only scorn. e sensed that this
mn was his enemy. Schure says, "Yeos, lmeclzel was the adver-
sary. It was satordielism in arms, the dragon with all his
seales, his clows, and his teeth. "1l pudolf Steiner was
ready for the intellectual battle ho felt compelled to make.
He needed only a #icld of combat. This he was to find in

the Theosophical Socioty.

930):111:-9, Ope gite, Do 21,

10, Student of Rudolf Steiner, 0ns clbe, De 4e
1

fichure, one. cit., p. 28,
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In 1897 Stoiner went to Berlin to conduct a literary
Magezine and give lectures. Five years later he decided to
Joln The Theosophical Soclety in Berlin. He folt that its
Bastern traditions could be blended with his western esoteri-
clsn.12 ot long after his entry into the Society he was
appointed zoneral secretary of its German Section. During
this period Steiner did quite a2 lot of writing and in addi-
tlon spont mueh time lecturing. He travelled to Leipzig,
Cassel, lMunich, Stuttgart, Vienna, Budapest, and other places,
Spreading his message of the search for higher knowledgo.
Schure gives his persconal impression of the force of Steiner's
Presentations:

The characteristic of his eloguence is a singuler

force, always gentle in expression, resulting un-

doubtedly from perfsct serenity of soul combined

with wonder#ul clearness of mind, Added to this at

times is ar nner and mysterious vibration which

malkea itseli lelt by the listener from the very first

vords.lo

It seems that Steiner never folt completely at home in
the Theosophical Socloty. Perhaps the petty wanglings that
plagued the German groupl% were partly to blame. Perhaps

his emphasis on the western osotericism was a more basic

12;_17_1_{1-, De 29,

B1p1a., p. 31.
¥1p14., p. 28.
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cause of the difficulties. At any rate, he came into con-
flict with Annie Bosant, the leador of the society, and a
break was inevitsble, Steiner describes the break in the
following mannewr:

The necessity felt by the lecturer to maintain a

Christ-concention mesulted 4in a ban pronounced by

the Theosophical Society under Annie Besant's rule

againgt those members who, convinced by the lecturer's

argumentation, rejected the Besantlan creed of confu-

sion . . . . Lventuslly, this affair led to the for-

mation of the LAnthroposophic Soclety, which took in

8ll those expelled by the Theosophists.l®

Thus the Anthroposophic Soclety came into existence.
Tho name inthroposophy has been variously explained. Ernest
Boldt calls it "the froe sccess to spiritual experience;
self-wrought training in Wisdom."® It has also been defined
a8 "Inowledge produced by the higher self in man."7 The
hame itself was Ly no means new. In 1640 Thomas Vaughan
entitled one of his books Anthroposophia Thaumaturgica.lS
But the name was brought into prominence by Steiner, and it

vas in the society bearing this name that his purposes have

15
Rudolf Steiner, The Cospel of St, lark, translated
by Erna MeArthur, (Now York? Anthroposophic Press, Inc.,

C.1950), pp. xxv, £,

16"'| ™~
Ernst Boldt, From Luther to Steiner, translated by
hgnos Blake (London:  Wothuen and Company, 1923 ), p. xviil.

175 Student of Rudolf Steiner, ope gites, De 3o
Big., p. 17.
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been carricd out--by himsgself and now by those who are ongeg-
ed in aproading his megsage.

Steiner's years as tho head of the Anthroposophic Soclety
wore dovoted to lecturing and writing. He delivered over
1000 lectures, many of which are available in print. The
subjects about which he wrote his books include philosophy,
art, architocture, dramn, dramatic declamation, eurythmic
daneing, education, agriculture, medicine. As is easily
shorm by the fields sbout which he wrote, Steiner's primary
eoncern wa: that his method of finding spiritual knowledge
mght £ind asplication in all fields of human endesvor. Few
areas of lile wore left untouched Ly this man of tremendous
énorgy and activity. He wrote mystery plays. He invented
the Art of Eurthythmy--"on interpretation of sound and
speech by movement."l? Ile originated a unigue style of ar-
chitecture, whiclk he employed in the construction of the
Goetheanum, a bullding dediocated to the memory of Goethe.
This structure stands at Dornach in Switgerland, near Basle,
and i1t is at prosent the conter of activity of the Anthropo-
sophic Society.

One of Steiner's contributions to -tha field of education
vas the founding of the Waldorf School at Stuttg;art.ao Hor
did ho neglect the field of medicine, "for he himself

19.roid. F] p. 6.

goIbid-, PDe 7a
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troated succosofully many cases of 1llness, and formed a
Gohool of medicine that has ita princlpal scat noar ?:nalmm
10 areos of activity eould be sreably multiplicd, bub the
applicatlon of his oyeten to those arcas will be treated in
a 126tle move dotell in Chapbes Vie
“adold DUsiner died in 1925, leaving behind a gocioty

dovoted to g sreading hie noseagoe ALV tho proognt time

Anthwoposoniyta steongest appoal 4z found in Cermany, the
natlon thai pave 1t birth. o vogson for this 1s not entire-
Iy geopraniiesl, “edncr and othor Authwoposophlsts pub a
great gtieoss on tho ontstanding characteristics of the

"ormar spivite™ % Dut the dooply macial character of the
Rovemont goois o be vecolving less cuphasis and it could
gpread gulieo cutonsively in America and in other nationa of

the woxld,

oy

Abide, De B
22

wypdcal of thig gontimont is a remark Uy Hrnest

Boldt, "iwery age lmown to hiebory bas been digtinguished
ap.".riéua:‘.l:; uy the gusrermoy of ong partliculor people,

and tho epoch now dawniag will be sustalned in ite

givaﬂéﬂ.sm;; Impuloe by the Covman eplrii," Doldt, ooe. oib.,
s SiVe
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CHAPTER TIII
THE KNOWLEDGE OF MICHER WORLDS AND ITS ATTAINMERT

Wie shall in this and the following ohapter present two
of the emphases of Anthropogonhy, the way of attaining super=
sonsible knowledre and the spiritusl evolubtion that is lead-
ing to the Hew Apc.

Yo have snid that Anthroposophy is "a path of knowledge,
to fuide the spl.’tual in the human being to the spiritual
in the wniverse,"™ Dp, F. E. Mayer states that Anthropo-
sophy's purnose is o "satisfy the intellectual's search for
'the deepo~ wisdom' by initiating him into the ocoult wisdom
of the Cnosticz and theogophists and by promising that he
Will find tho key to release his inner dormant divine powers."
In other words, Anthroposophy is the method by which know-
lodge of 0l her» powers iz to be realized. Dr. Steiner and
his followers have careiully outlined the method of attain-
ing this knowledge. It 1s the purpose of thils chapter to
skoteh that method, for this is clearly central to the impor-
tanece of the whole structure of Anthroposophy.

Anyone who desires to search for devine truth and the

1Sunra= Pe 20

2
F. E, layer, The Relirious Bodios of America. (St.
Louis: concordia’P'ti"n'l'ishing Tlouso, C.l0G4), Ds 540
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knowledge of highor worlds through Anthroposophy mmat be
prepared for his search. MHe rmst approach it with an open
mnd, and yet a mind eager to learn the correct path to
knowledge. He rmast, first of all, grent the existence of a
8piritual world, and pecondly he must grant, "that man is
made of spirit, soul and body, tho two former vehiclos being
ocoult or hidden."S With these pro-suppositions the searcher
1s ready for the Aifficult path that lies ahead.

Steiner writes that:

There sre, according to esoteric teachers, three

steps Ly which the goal of spiritual illumination
may be attained: 1. Probation. This develops the

spiritual senses. 2. =nlightenment. This kindles
the spiritual light. 3. _I‘ETT'Ef—t ation. This establishes
intercouras with the higher spiritusl beings.4

It should be noted that the path to apiritual knowledge can
be very precisely outlined. There 1s a certanin mathematiocal
or gcientific nrecision to it. Steiner proposes to apnly
the scientific mothod, which he calls a demond of this age.S

Ho presents many exercises to exercises to those who would

%\ student of Rudolf Steiner, The New Imoulse and the
(London: Rudolf Steiner Publishing Compeny, n.d.),

4. > -
Rudolf Steiner, The VWay of Initiation, translated by
lax Gysl (Third Americanized EdLltlon; New Yorik: iacoy Pub-
lishing and Nasonic Supply Company, 1923), P. 79.

SRudolr Steiner, Supersensible Knowledre: A:}thro O~
fﬁBﬂYA_aka Demand of the Are, translate in wannamaker
oW Yorks ~Anthroposophic Press, Inc., C.1943), De 8.
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follow him. Those are, in effect, precise methods of solf-
imposed thoughi control. They are an attempt to develop
through weditation a certaln state of mind, These precise
"heloful hinte" remind one a llttle of the practical sug-
geatlons for every occasion that are offered by someone like
Korman Vincent Peala. The exercises which form the basis of
the periods or contvewnlation, consist of symbols and sentences
framed in hormony with cosmic or universal lews by those ex-
pert in the mattep."S

in a work entitled, Supersensible Knowledge: Anthropo-

Sophy As g Demand of the Are, Steinor outlines the steps to

fwiersensible knowledpe. The seeker must introduce into his
thinking the whole inner activity of his soul. That is, he
mist activate that part of himself through which he can have
contact with the non-physical.  Steiner urges Iirst of all
that you take into your mind day by day some particular
thought, vhile withdrawing your inner aature from i1ts con-
tact with the external world (getting away from thinking
about the phyrsical), you are to concentrate all the powers
of your soul on this bthought. This develops the muscles of
the soul in much the same way that physical exercise develops
the arm and leg muscles.’ This exerclse of concentrating on

8 specific thought will probably have to be repeated for a

6A Student of Rudolf Steiner, op. oit., Ds 26s

VSteinor, Supersensible Knowledge: Anthroposophy As
A Demand of the Apge, D« De
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long period of time, This process dare not be hurried or
8pproached with short cuts in mind. After a period of con-
contration practices, a significant inner experience ococurs,
Gccording to Steiner. We begin to live what we concentrate
upon--our thinking is filled with inner power. The soul is
stretohing out s feeler into the spiritusl world.8

The next step is to vender the conaciousness void of
the thought content uson which we have been concentrating
(the resulting empty consciousnesa boing somewhat comparable
Yo what wo exnerience in sleep). Then something comes to
fill this void. The whole inner 1ife of a person appears
bofore him in a tableau (az has been reported in the case
of drowning men). There is a significant difference .be-
tween this tableau and what e drowvning man seecs, however,
Hot only do we behold the events of our past, but we "see"
the factors and forces that ceused these events. This stage
of cornition, which looks at the inner forces that have been
molding our life, Stoiner torms "imaginative knowledge or
Inaeination, 7

Ag we previously put the single thought from our minds,
now we void our minds of the memory tableau. "In doing this,
ve blot out nothing less than the inner being of our own

soul 1ife,"® Stelner 1s qulck to impress upon the seeker,

81b14., p. 11.
9Tbid., p. 14,
O1p1a., ». 16.
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after divine knowledge that blotting out the inner being of
one's soul 1ife is no child's play. In another work he des-
eriboes the precarious nature of this process:

Yie ourselves had felt as if all solid matter and things

o sense had dissolved into water. and as if the ground

were cut away from under our feet. Everything which we

bad previously felt to bo alive had been killed. The

Spirit had passed through the life of the senses like

2 svoréd plercing 9. warm body; we had seen the blood of

sensuality flow.rt
But if this critical period is successfully passed through,
there begins to enter the expaerience of a real soiritual
world. Yhis exnerience of the real spiritual world he terms
inspiration. “And the first thing, in turn, that we behold
in this spiritual world is our own pre-ecarthly existénce."12
Here we come into direct contact with Dr. Steiner's view of
relnesrnation., This will be discussed in anothor connection
in Chapter V, but.we must touch on one pertinent point here.
Humen life is involved in an on-going process of reincarna-
tlon. This is not the first time we have been on earthk, norxr
¥ill it be the laat. And between these earthly existences
there are a series of spiritusl existences for each of us.
He says, "Human life is a succession of lives on earth,

between which there slways intervene purely spiritual lives,

11 . <
Rudolf Steiner "tmistianﬂ% As Iystical Fact, trans
lated b nenr;r'?mnéen’(\:ew oriz: Anthroposophic Press, Inc.,
¢. 1947), pp, 17f.

123teinar, Supersensible Knowledse: Anthroposoohy As
8 Domand of the Zizo, p. 19.
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coming between a death and the next birth."® That which we
behold in this stape of inspivation is this spiritual life,
owr pre-earthly existence.

To ingpirstion and imsgination we must now add the final
sbep, intuition. This involves an exercise of the will, for
this step calls for the reversal of the natural order of
things, Instead of picturing past events in the order in
vhieh they hapoened, this exercise calls for a willful con-
centration on things in reverse order. Ue think first of
things closest to us and then work backwards, going bvack un-
t11 we can seec even beyond our spiritual pre-earthly exis-
tence. fliis malten it pogsible for us ¢o look back upon our

former earth lives.l% e can then see what we were like in

our former incarnatlons. Now we recognize ourselves to be
part of the universe, and we vegin to reallze our place
within it,

This look at what we sre really like, this look that
goes beyond the mere apoearances of our present life, is
very important for Steiner. For he holds Socrates! injunc-
tion to "now thyself" to be of great importance.l® The
writer of The New Impulse and the Hew Era states, "that we

131p1d., 0. 28,
1514., po. 21-23.

1561‘. Hudolf 3teingr, Four gte s alated
by H. Collison 6t alr  (ibw Tomorstesh Ziftihn APkt

0. 1920)' I, iii.
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ghould lecrn to Umow oursolves first, . . « this is the ob-
Ject of the oceult and spirituwal exercisos."l® To be of
value, this lookr into the past must not be an onterprise of
idle curiosity. And this look at ourselves must be a sober
and hwibling looiz, Thoro can be no sclfishness involved in
the use of this path to knowledge of higher worlds. "If the
occuli exercisos do not produce the right feeling of bhumility
in ourselves, ond self'-sacrifice end sympathy for others,
then we have feiled and mast try again until we succeed."l?

Throurh the series of exercisos presented above, which
tay take several years to complete, man acquirss. spiritusl
knowledzo. e learns what 1life is about snd he comes into
contact with 1to eternal elements The secker has found He
ls a new man,

The apslication of this new-found spirituasl knowledge
to every phase of o nerson's 1ife is an important element
in Anthroposophy. In the £ifth and sixth chapters of this
thesis we shall examine this application. First, however,
1t 18 necessary to nut into its proper developmentsl setting
this method of attoining suporsensible knowledge. For,
according to Steiner, knowledge of apiritual worlds was not
always attoined in this manner, end in the future a new age

will come which shall again change the plcture. It is this

165 Student of Hudolf, Steiner, op. cit., D. 23.
171p1a.
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spiritual evolution toward the new age that we shall consider

in the ne:xt chaptor.




CHAPTER IV
SPIRITUAL EVOLUTION

Anthroposophy, according to its adherents is alowly,
but surely, chanzing the path of human existence. As more
and more people come under the away of its teaching, man
will come mowre fully into the free and noble wvay of life
that vesulte Ivom contoct with the highost apiritual truth.
This is the New Impulse for the New Era that lies ahead,
when all life will be guided by the powers of the spirit
at work in the universe. The spiritual develonpment or evo-
lution of which wo cpeak can be summed up in tho following
mannor:

flan is now atriving to develop a new state of consci-

ousness. & former consciousness was instinctive like

that of the animals. EHEis consciouaness now is bound
up with the intellect. And in future he will acquire
the faculty of living in external objects, so as to
create with tChem.

Central to this process is "the Christ,” whose fresh
manifesta tion (second coming in the spirit) will be the Hew

Impulse for the New Era.® Bub past ages could find this

1 Student of Rudolf Steiner, The Wew Impulse and the
lew Era (London: Hudolf Steiner Publishing Gompany, Nede),
p' (]

®Ibid., p. 12.
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Christ also., In formor times 1t was the initiates of the
lystory schools to whom he was rovealed. Anthroposophy
draws very hesvily upon the wisdom of the Hystery achools-
of the past, and theso must be examined to see the preosont
vath %o super-sensible lmowledge in its prooer context.

The secker after higher wisdom in older civilizations
looked for something that was carefully guarded by the
priest-sages of the daye. “If he is found by the sages to
be sufficlently prepaved, he is led up by them, ston by step,
to higher mowiedpe in a way that is hidden from the eyes of
the profane,” says Steiner. It was the very nature of this
method of paining trubh that it should be reserved for the
fow--those who were premared to receive it.? Its mothods
vere "mysteries™ to those to whom the initiated did not care
to reveal them. The »renared one was led by the process of
initiation to releoase the spiritual powers which he possessed
within himsels. Stoeiner deseribes the teachings given to the
candidate for inibtiation:

God is hidden from the senses and from that intellect

of yours which explains sense perception. God lies
hidden, svellbound in the world, and you need his own

3 s

Rudolf Steiner, Christisnity As lystical Fact, trans-
lated 1)3;7 Henxy i:on;;e.:: (Tew Yori: Anthroposophic Press, Incs,
3019‘1'7 F] p. 11.

445 specinl mode of 1ife had to precede initiation,
tending to give the snirit mastery over sensuality. rFasting,
solitude, mortificaotlons and certain exercises for the soul
were the means employed. The things to which man o%:lnr_.'a in
ordinary life wore to lnse all their value for him," Ibid.,
De e
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POver o find hvim, That pover you cmat avaken in

yourgclle
1ot power wiieh was in Gho myotle and which had to Do dovele
omed, Steinor called a man's tyuo spirdt, his daimon, Through
410 atiain widon with the apiritual impulucs of
the wnlverse., 4o 1o true 4n the cace of Stoiner's own anthro-

Galuon ho wo

Dogodhle ansroach to spiritual lmowledze, thore was a definite
path to follow, Anclent myotics had to reach: tho epiritual
bolrite "y passing theough the diffevent hallowed spotsy by

voriing wwvard, fran one »ang of lmowledpge to tho next, So
epiritual vigion,"o e Stoinor olaboratoa on Ghlis Gofinite

Ty .
mothod more fallye

e W e et

nyone initiated into the liyglories of the various
pocples Sorveat aouronlielely the same o rloncosSe
e mas made to sufforg to endure a "seeming --ns :I.t
.ehi Lo called--deatih Lhat losted throo doys

vialol: hic apirlit dGwolled outside was brought '5(:

bc his Lody, so that tho spiriy within the boldy could
vemomber wint 46 had exzporionced in the spiritual
vorld 2y and thug corvo as & wesa gar proclaining the
myanterion of the spiritual world,

Through those stops the Goachor of tho Anclent liystorios
showed the initinto how he could arrive at a spiritual vision,
@ conteot with the divine, It might be noted in passing that,
Just as 25 the case with Ant!woposophists, tho initlates of
the IMyaterlics wore o use those spiritusl forcos in overy

Smid., pe 32

Spudols steiner, The Compel of St translated
El'l'l‘l'skonrt.m (Tow Torks  An goeoﬂﬂc%o. InGes Ce
De .

7%91 De 131,
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day life, for the J.good of men. For instance, "when auch a
Physicisn in anciont times laid his hands on a slck person,
not his forces atreamed out, but forces from the supersen-
8lble worid." fThus the liysteries served their age as the
path to spiritusl knowledge and power,

But the lysteries were just preoparation for something
6lse. This somethingz olse was the coming of Christ, the
Logos made flesh. The incidents of the liygteries were pre=-
parationa for this most important event. The importance
Steiner put upon this event in the ovolutionary nrocess can
be stated thus: "One fact seems to stand out above all
others throughout his teaching, namely, the central point
in evolution ocecunied Ly the Divine Christ-Beins who was in-
carnated az man."®

The coming of the Logos te earth and particularly "ths
death died in the lysbtery of Golgotha"lO ghanged the course
of men's relstion to the things of the apirit. The ancient
nmystic had gone through a type of spiritual death and rising
in initistion. This the Logos made flesh did as a valid
fact for all of humanity, according to Steiner.ll It seems
somewhat dirficult to determine how literally he views the

81bid., p. 54.

A Student of Rudolf Steiner, op. cit., P. 16.
Wstesner, The Gospel of St. Mark, p. x1ii.
Usteiner, Christianity as Myatical Fact, p. 182.
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death and resurrection of Christ.

At any rate, what was accessible to only a few before,
through Christ became available to all. Before Christ, the
Logos was sought in and by various spiritual individuals
specially prepared. In Christ the Logos was personified
and became cccessible to all. Christianity was the univer-
88lizer of spiritusl powor.l® The Logos made {lesh became
central in man's search for higher truth and for God. Steiner
says that Cod cannot be reached by meana of ordinary cogni-
tlon. But e brought forth the Logos, "the basis of the uni-
verse, filled with wisdom, and even the small powers of man
can resch 'im,"lS Thig Logzos was accessible to the few in
the past ases of the lMysteries. Bubt when the Logos bscame
flesh, the wey to spiritual knowledge was broadened. It
vas the ond of the old age. The appearance of Christ after
his resurrcction reveazled to the world that the way of the f
mystories was a way of the past. Steiner says: ﬁ

Thus the Christ, even after the event of Cogotha,

could walk on earth and become visible. And thereby

initiation, herctofors taking place in the depths orl
the kysterles and hildden before the outer eye, had
been gset forth as & historic event; had been set

forth, for all of mankind, as a unique event. Hence,
in a certain sense, initiation had been lifted out of

1rn1a., p. 165,

151bid., p. 170.
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the mysteries; had been performed, by the one Christ,
before the eyes of all, And this deed marks the con-
clusion of the old world--marks the beginning of the
new worlc,l<

Christianity wee, for Steiner, a lystery to end all
Vysteries., Iic felt that the liyatery cults of the past had
done their job., They had given knowledge to the choaon few.
Now under Christisnity the VWay was to bo available to all.
Insight into the higher world could be attained by thoase
unfemiliar with the way of initiation. In other words,
those who "had not seen" the secrets of the higher worlds
through initiation "ecould vot believe."S The place of
Christ and Christianiby in the process of spiritual evolu-
tlon 1s well summarized in the following quotation from
Steiner's "Christianity as lLystlcal Fact™:

Thig 1s the nurnose of Christianity: a new kind of
initistion . . . . The one primary liystery, the
Christian lystery, was to replacec the many lysteries
of antiguity. Jesus, in whom tho LoE‘-.os has been made
flesh, was to bocome the initiator o whole of
humanisy, and humanity was to be His own community of
initlation . . . . Not this person or that 1s to be
introduced into the lystery-temples, but the word is
to be spoken to 2ll: end to one it will then apoeal
more strongly that to another. It will be left to

the daimon, the sngel within each human breast, to
decide how Iar the initiation can go.

1425teiner, The CGospel of £t. liark, p. 122,
steiner, Christianity is Mystical Feck, p. 142.
181h318., pp. 156 .
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So far this chapter hsa dealt with things as they were
in the pest--in the solective era of the liyaterles, and with
how they arec now--in age of the Logos made flesh. Brief
mentlon can be given to the fature, to the new and glorious
age that Steiner secs shead. What 1s needed for the new age
is a nevw impulse, characterized by unselfishness and humilify.
Through love people are to "seek the Christ in everyone and
in everything around and in themselves."7 This is the new
lmpulse for the new era. The centrality of Christ is evi-
dent in the nev era as well as the present one. For in
the new era, says Dr. Stoiner, "we may expect the second
Coming of Christ, geeing Iim with occult vision as and
vhore He is--in the clouds {(i.e. in spiritual spheres)."18
The Anthrovosonhist's task while waiting for the new era 1s
to develon his attitudes and affeétiona by the occult exer-
cises, Through them he resches into the spiritual spheres
"where e is,"19

The essence of this new era will be love or sympathy
for all things., For after learning to know oneself by
spiritual powsr we learn our place in the universe eand our

relation tec all other creatures. Rather than reasoning

17 Student of Rudolf Steiner, op. glb., p. 14

181pia.

191p1d.
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about an object externally, as we 4o now, we will have an
inner sympathy Cfor 1t. Ve shall be able to know how the
sparrow and the eagle feel. lan will, in understanding the

world around him, be able to live for the good of all.

e — e e i
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CHAPTER V
ANTHROPOSOPHY!'S RELATION TO CHRISTIANITY

It is clear from the two previous chapters that there
1s a marked relationship between Anthroposophy and religion,
and more specililcally, between Anthroposophy and Christianity.
Chanter III noints out that the core of Anthroposophy 1s the
Occult search Tfor the spiritusl in the universe.l Any
gearch of this type is by its very nature a "relizious"
Search, whother 1t claims to be or note For it is dosling
with concepts of God and gpiritual truth. Chapter IV shows
the centrality the Logos mede flesh, and of the "liystery of
Golgotha" to the Anthroposophic system.

According to Anthroposophists themselves, Anthropo-
sophy "is not a religlon, but a help towards the growth of
a true religious sentiment, & sentiment consistent with
the best in all the many religlous confessions in the worldi®
Although Anthroposophy claims to be in no sense a religlon,
Rudolf Eteiner was anxious to make its truths applicable to

the religious realm. At one time during his later life a

lsupra: p.11.

2\ Student of Rudolf Steiner, The Wew Imoulse and the
!h_lera (Tondon: Rudolf Steiner Publishing Company, Nede),
p' ([}
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group of clerpgymon and students of theology ¢ame to Steiner
and asked whut application of his ideas he cowld make for
thom, The result is a omwrch called the Christian Commnitye
It is not directly connected with the Anthroposophic Society,
but its mombers are Anthroposophists and those with similar
leanings. Tho church is international in scope, though
relative smmll in numbers.® The following information is
taken from a card distributed by the Christian comm\mfw
in New York

Tho Christlan Cormmnity 4s a Church born in our time

among; veonle who long for a living faith and under=-

standing of Christianity. Ib celebrates the Seven

Christlan Sacraments in their RENEWED form, thgt the

souls ond deatinios of men shall find healing,

Steiner's relation to and divergence fron Christianity
oen be meen in his views of the nerson of Christ and in the
method of Biblical interpretation he employs.

_ According to the writer of The Impulse and the Hew
Era, "Dr, Steiner always maintains the doctrine of the

3'1'21& information on the Christian Commnity was

obtained in an interview with liss Eleanor Minne, employed
&t the New York headquarters of the Anthroposophic Soclety
in America, 211 lindison Avemue, New York 16.

“The Ohvistian Commnity in New York s located at
209 West 74th Street. In addition to a Ritual Service and
2 Children's Ritual Scrvice held on Sundays, they presch ;
weekly lectures on "renewed Christianity.
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absolute dilvinity of the Christ who once, and once only,
becawe msn, and that in the person of Jesus of Nazareth,"
That Dr. Steiner doos maintein this soems clears What he
Boana by it is more dAifficult to ascertain, His views of
Jesus Christ do not seem to be confined to what the
historic position of Christian Church on the person of 1ts
Lord,

Fop instance, Steiner's view of reincarnation plays a
part in his teaching about the person of Christs In his
bools on The Gospel of liarlk, Steiner makes some observations
as to the o»irin of the nerson of Christ., Ho says$

The entire ;;-rana'niae Tigure of Chriat Josus has grown

out of the union of two souls: the soula of two

Jesus boys. The soul of one was none other than that

of Zgrathmstra, the founder of Zarathustralsme « o «

By the Jesua boy described in tho Gospel of St. Hark

iz primarily meant the reincarnated Zarathustra.

The significance of this transition of Zarathustra's soul
into Jesus is goms sort of fuging of the Persian culture
wvith that of the HAebrews. Also, because Jesus was a re-
incarnated being of Llof'ty spirituality, he "becamo able to
receive the Christ into his own soul, the Logos who was

made £lesh in Shat soul,"?

=4

“A Student of Rudolf Steinor, op. gib., pp. 41 fa

6

Iindolf Steiner, The Cospel of St. liark, translated by
Ernﬁslieﬂrthur (Fow Yt’)r!:: KnEEF 08 Pr

Pe 234

TSudolf Steiner, Christisnity As Mystical Fact, trans-
lated by Henry r:on;;e:: (Wew York:s Anthroposop Ma, Ince.,
°I1947). [Jo 165.

oposophic Pross, Inc., €«1950),
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It seems that, for Steiner, Jesus Christ 1s not Cod
and man, Jesus Christ is not "the Word made flesh” for him.
Rather, the man Jesus is the vessel or bearer of the Logos
or Christ, which 4s a separate entity, a "coamic entity,
Gwolling in the body of Jesus of Nagareth.,™ It was at
the time of his baptism by John that "the event of the Ezo
of Jesus becoming tho Christ,"° took place. It appears alao
that Steiner believes that this "cosmic impulse" left Jesus
at his capbure in Gethsemane and reanpears after the resur_—
roctions’® The view that Steiner has of Jesus Christ would
thus annear o be mueh more closely related to the view of
the Gnostieca than to the traditional view of the Churche

How does Bteiner treat the Scriptures? What is his
method of interpretation? According to his pupil, "He
6xplains the Dible, and does not ruin it, nor treat it in
an irreverent manner."tl put from his own words we can see

now see how he actually regards the Seriptures? Tho Gospels

Csteiner, The Gospel of St. Nark, p. 188,

“steiner, Christianity As Mystical Faot, p. 163

10 Fdl fnd L]

Cfe Stelner, The Gogpel of S8t. lark, pp. 167 f.
vhore he says that’ the young man who f1ed naked ab chriat's
capture is "the cosmic impulse," which reappears as the
ocung man clothed in white slitting at the empty tomb
St. lark 16, 5).

11
4 Student of Rudolf Stoiner, op. git., p. 4le
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(the part of Seripture about which he seems most concorned)
do not, aceording to Dr. Steiner, give strictly historical .

accounts of events as they happened, IHe sayst
The four goapels do not profess.to give a historical
blography, “hat they intended to give had always ex-
isted as a prototype in the traditions of the illysterles,
as the Uypical lifc of a Son of Code » o ¢ And in the
narratives of the first three Evangelists resemble
each other, it proves nothing moig than that they drew
from similar liystery traditiona.

As an example of Steiner's approach to the hiatoricity of
the Gospel narratives may be geen in his view of Jesus! curs=-
ing of the fig tree (Mark 11l). Steiner related this to the
parable of the vine dresser (ILuke 13) who had a fig tree cut
down, Vhat one Gospel writer related as history anothe»
relates as s metsphor, and this shows that ¥ark could not
have had g strlctly historical event in mind, Steiner saya:
That which is meant metaphorically, &£t. Mark relates
a3 a fact appearing to be historical. We may there-
fore assume that no facts related in the Cospels are
to be talcon as historical, as if they were only to
held good in the physical world, but as mystical
facts, as experiences for the rocognition of which
8piritusl vision 1s naoaasaﬁ, and, which arise fronm
various liystery traditions.
Perhaps one more example will suffice to show how Steiner
interprets the events narrated in the Scriptures. This event =
is the ralsing of ILazarus, recorded in the eleventh chapter

of St. John's Cospels In his book “Christianity as Mystical

128teiner, Christianity As liystical Fact, ppe. 120 £,

B1ma4,., po. 122 £.

P it e
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'-“F&e_a_; Fact Steiner devotes an entire chapter to the
lazarys ovent, feeling it to be of great importance, He
%ays that Jesus saw in ILazarus a man of great promise
Spiritually. vwhen the Iord was looking for somoone to be
the first initiate inko His new, universal liystery, he
decided that his friend Lazarus was the 1ogicai choice, OF
the event recorded in St. John 11 Steiner says the follow=
ing:

The Eiernal Word entored into Lazarus., In the

language of the liysterles, he became an initlate,

and the ovent pgrrated to us rmst be the nrocess
of initiation,li4

Thus Lazerus did not literally die and rise again. He
underwent the “death and rising" experienced by the ancient
Yyatien in the process of their initiation,

One other consideration seems pertinent to a discus-
sion of Anthroposophy and religion, That is Rudolf Steiner's
view of reincarnation, of which mention has already been
made in connection with the.path to supersensible knowledge.
The doctrine of reincarnation nervades his whole systonm.

It can be seen in his view of persons and events in
Seripture. For instance, the Hebrew prophats of the 0ld
Testamont were "reincarnations of initiatea who bad already

been initiated among other peoples.™® Elijah Ms

181pid., p. 137

®5toiner, The Gospel of St. Hark, pe 26




o8
Peincarnated in John the Baptist."'® (He suggests else-
where that the soul of "Elijah-John" reappears in the
painter Ravhael.)l? The souls of the twelve apostles were
Pelncarnations of souls that had appeared in the seven
laccabean song and lattathias' five sons, the brothers of
Judas,*C

&3 we noted earlier,lg Stelner regards existence as

8 serles of incarnationa or lives on earth, Beotween these

there aiways intervene purely spiritual liyves waich come
botween a death and the next birth. The author of 'Toe lew

Impulse writess

fis ocarlier view seems to be the same as that of
Yadame Dlavatalky, that the souls reincarnated at
rog ular intervals of some thousand years or so--2n
interval depending on solar or s&gllar calculations,
and glternately male and female,

But he gzoes on to observe that Steiner modified this view

and made it more elastic and free, allowing for the breaking

of these hard and fast ruleu.21

161114,, p. 24,

Y 1m1a., p. 45.

18151d., pe 53.

€
133ugra= De 31; note 13,

EQA Student of Rudolf Steiner, op. gits., De 50,

21
Ibld. .



54
It 15 possible for the person schooled in ocoultism

to know his real identity and to discover his pre-exzistenceas
But rather than be lilke certain theosophists who expose thon-
Selves to ridicule by publishing their distingulshed pre-
existences, "Dr. Steineor uses every means for hiding his
personality, and no lmows who he really 1s."9? It is by

the proper application of the ocoult experiences that a
person becomes aware of hia pro-earthly existences and past
incarnations, And by becoming aware of who he "really is,"

he finds spiritual truth and his place in the spiritual

roalmsg,

22
_Ib_i_ﬁ oy De Gle




CHAPTER VI
ANTHRORPOSOPHY APPLIED

To an Anthroposophist the title of this chapter might

geam redundant, Tor he would say that thore could be no

Such thing aa Anthroposoohy unapplied. Talking their cue

from Stoinor's emphasis, Anthroposophlsts are concorned that
their occult contact with the spiritual forces of the unie
Verse should affect every phase of their livea. Steiner
8ays that short neriods of daily meditation on the "Higher
Iife"™ lead %o a calm that will affect every phase of work
and 1ire,rt The inner calm removes fears and anxietles and
Permits us to work at our anpolnted task with renewed
energios. Theae exercises do this for us, says the Anthro-
bogophists, because they "lead to adequate knowledge of what
is real and what it is that matters in the world, "2 o geol
knowledze of higher worlds for its own sake is wrong and

8elfish, It must be used to advance the good of humanitye

lﬂudolf Steiner, The y_axh i & atio tronalated by
Hax Gysi {Third Americanized Edition; New $orks  Macoy
Publishing and Mssonic Supply Company, 1923), De 70

2
A Btudent of Hudolf Steiner, The Hew Xmpulase and the
New Era (London: Rudolf Steiner Publishing COmDAnY, Neda),

eIy

Pe 24,
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All occult teachors mist show that, "all knowledge which you
8eok for working in the service of humanity and for the upe
1ifting of the world brings you a step forward. nd

Ag we have alresdy stated Steiner was active in almost
every major field of human endeavor, His writings are
extremely wide in acope, Already avallable in English
(throush the Anthroposophic Press in New York) are several
of his worka on medicine, aociology, education, philosophy,
the art:, and other subjects. Boldt observes that Steiner
"soelts Lo noply the direct resulte of his own spiritusl
Giperlence to both the economic as well as to the political
conditlons of our soclal 1ife."¢ Steiner's book The Three=-
fold Commonwealth is an attempt to show how spiritual ideas
6an be Lrought to bear in éooiety, apecifically on the soclo-
6économic problems of the day,. :

Of course, every membor of the Anthroposophic Socioty
is not exnectod to apnly the mowledze of higher worlds to
all or even most fields of human endeavor. vVarious groups
of individuals concentrate on those phases of Steiner's |

ideas which concern them. Farmers will concentrate on his

farming methods, in which among other things, he advocates

3
Steiner, . The Vay of Initiation, pe 63.

iErnst Doldy, Irom Luther to Steiner, translated by
dgnes Blake (London: Hethuon and Company, 1923 ), ppe vi £,
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the abolition of chomical fart:l.l:l.zers.5 A groun of Steiner's
followers have organized themselves into the Bio-Dynamic
Farming and Gardening iAssoclation, Inc., which -is located
in Chester, lew York,

Rudol? Steiner's words on education include The LEduca=-
of Education, and many more. One place in America that makes
an anpnlicatlion of his educational principles is the Rudolf-
Steiner School for Boys and Girls, which is located in Hew
York City,

Stelner also worled in the field of medicines This is
not at all unusual, seeing the close relation he made between
the opiritusl and the physical. Besides founding a school
of medicine, he worked on cures and treatments for several
digeascs, notably influensza and csncer. Nor was his work
confined o human beings. It 1s claimod that "his oure for

distemper in certain animais has been successful in almost

every caseeC

The arta avsorbed must of the interest and energy of
Rudolf Steinor, In the imposing and unique Goetheanum,
created by his architectural skill, is a striking example

Shig information was obtained in an interview with Iiss
Eleanor linne, employed at the New York headquarters of the
%nti‘:rggosophie 8oclety in America, 211 Madison Avenue, New

or, . g

& .
A 8tudent of Rudolf Steiner, gpe gitie, De Be
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43 a geulplor. It i1z "the colossal group carved by him in
wood of the Christ overcoming the Powers of Darkness."’! His
cultural and eathetic emphases have in large measure _beon
continued by his followers. The Goetheanmum 13 the ::!féﬁt of
an endless number of vlays, concerits, and lectures. Iach
sumner an elaborate production of "Faust"” is staged theres
Impressive effects are created by an extensive use of tones
and colors in those productions, The color of the costumes,
the color of the 1ights-are varied with the type of emotion
the actor or actross is exnressing.

The Anthroposophist is clearly a man with a mission.
He iz to put the spiritunl power of the universe to work in
hia own life and in his daily endeavors, what is more, he
is o mnltiply the effect of what he has scen and learned
by fmparting it to others, He wants.others to iznow the,
inner peace and freedom which ho knows., This then is the
taeglk of Anthronosophistss

They venture to lmpert their inner experiences, trust-

ing that there are others around them whose spiritual

cyes, %o be sure, arc still closed, but whose intel-

ligent comprchension may be aroused through the force

of what they hear, For they have faith in bumanity
and want %o give i1t spiritual light.S

v.l-b, ido’ Ppe & ff.

8 -
Rudolf Steiner, Christianity As lMystical Fact, trans-
lated by Henry Monge (flew Yorks Anthroposophic Press, Ince,
Ce1l947), ppe 14 £, A




CHAPTER VII
COlCLUSION

If Anthroposopky were simply "a path of knowledge,"
then it could be ovaluated in baslcally philosophical terms.
Ita intuitive method of seeking !mowledze could be compared
vith the ways of resson and experience. Its claim to be the
vay to knowledge could bo compared with the claims of other
epistemolosical schools and an appraisal could be made,

But the brief evaluation presented here will be on an
entirely different basis, the besls of the relation of
Anthroposophy to religlon, specifically to Christianity,
The relation of the movement to Christianity is evident.
Althourhr the movement simms the title of a "religion,”
Anthropeosophiots agsertst

Hudolf Stoinor's works are so largely ethical and

Chrigtlan emphagis mind that, if one assimilates

The, he will dovelop a deeper roverence for the world

around him, a greater hamility in face of the Divine,

and a grea tgr understanding and sympathy for his
fellow men,

If Anthroposophy claims to be Christian and 1¥ it wanta %o
malze Jesus Chriat an important (if not central) part of its
gystem, then it should be subjoct to evaluation on Christian

terms,

.

1’1‘115.9 information was token from promotional materiagl
printec by the Anthroposophic Press, Inc., ew York 16, He Y.
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It is the writer's conviction that Anthroposophy will
have an increasing impact on sections of Christendome. It
has many features that make it appear quite appealing, It
tries to maintain a high intellectual, esthetic, and moral

lovel. It takes a very attractive view of man and his

pPotentiglities, It is not inconceivable that Anthronoaonhy
will appeal to many within the Christian Church., Therefore

i further study should bo made as to its views on areas

germane to Chrdstianity. A comparison of Anthroposophy and

Gln*intianit:; on various areas of religlous truth is clearly

S &

beyond the scope of this paper, Bub even this preliminary

study has rovealed a few areas in which thore seems to be a

baslc divergence botween the Christian and Anthroposophist
points of viowe. A Tew of those can be mentioned in the
hope that further otudy will be done on thenmts

Since Anthroposophy claims to be a path of knowledge,
the questions of the source of knowledge would anpear to be
basic in its relation to Christianity. Christianity is a
rovoaled religion, Ibts message rests upon the revelation
of Cods Man lmows God because He has appeared in the person
of His Son, Jesus Christ (cf. John 1, 18), The Christian
Churoh has historically maintsined that whatever spiritual
truth man possesses is a mesult of God's rovelation in One
who is The Truth, Compare this view with that of Rgdolf
Steiner. He closes his book, The Wiy of Initiation,with

these wordsg:

g
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Truth and the hizher 1ife do, indeed, ablide in every

xaan soul, and %t iz true that ever:roge can and mmst

Sooner or later find them for himaself.
The source of higher knowledge is with everyone, according
to the Anthwoposophists., This view seems to make revelations
of no importance st all to them. Boldt sums up the Anthio=
boaophlsi's pogition toward revelation through Scripture
vhen he saye that the efforts of the Mystics and Claasic
writers to do away with tho letter of the Seriptures "have c
in our own times been achileved by the Anthroposophical ~ ;
Spiritual Science put forward by Rudolf Steiner. nd

Jithout a dependence on re*;-elstign, it would appear
that Anthroposophy has made significant divergences from
historic Christianity. Anthroposophy!'s view on the person
of Chriet needs to be examined in the light of Christian
emphases. Steiner's view of Christ as a reincarnated
Zarathustra is foreign to Christianity. So also his treat-
ment of the Christ as a "cosmic entity" dwelling in, and
later deperting from, the man Jesus, - His treatment of the
"Logos made flesh" would be important material for a further
research paper, Similarly, Anthroposophy's view of man

tonds to speak little of sin. A strong emphasis of man's

2

Rudolf Steiner, The Way of %ﬂﬁp%, translated by
liax Gyel (Third Iunericanize?%‘ﬁft ony New Jorks iiacoy
Publishing and lasonic Supply Company, 1923), pe 163.

3
Ernst Doldt, From Luthor to Steiner, translated by
Agnes Blake (Londoni Wethuen and Company, 1923 ), ppe 44 T,

e —
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4 strong omphasis on man's inner powers soems necessary
to their system. The Anthroposophiast noeds to bo cone
Vinced thatwithin himself ave spiritual powers that waib
only to be develcped by the proper exeorcises. Finally,
dnthroposoplyts view of eternity seems different from
Christianity?'s, largely bocause of its stress on reincar-
nation, a concent the main stream of Christianity has
rejecteds The appeal of the idea of reincarnation is
clears Sinee many people are not satisfied with their
pregent lot, they will be eager to hear of reincarnation,
of another chance.

It is the writer's tentative conclusion that
Anthrooosoply!'s man-centered, revelation-shunning "path
of fnowledgze™ must be seen as a danger to the Christian

Church, Further research is necessary before this cone

clusion can be verified or rejected. In fairness to

Anthroposaphy and Chrlstianlity, this{peaearoh ought to

be made,
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