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PREFACE

Dr. Paul l. Bretscher, my adviser, had suggested that
I undertake this projeect. And my interest in it grew
consideorably as I got into the work. I am deeply grateful
to Dr. Bretscher for his suggestion and guldance.

Many Lutherans have written on the subjeet of fratornal
orpanizationa. Their interest has usually been the doetrine
of the lecdpe as opposed %o the doctrine of the Church. It 1s
hoped thot this study may be a start toward our tesk of
rounding out" our understanding of fraternal organizations.
I trust that the Commission on Fraternal Organizations of
the TLutheran Church==ilssouri Synod will find it possible to
continue studies in this direetion.

I wvish to thank Mr. R A. Romperi, lawyer and member
of the Cormmission on Fraternal Organizations of the Lutheran
Church==iiigsouri Synod, for tho valuable help he has given.
flo has full eredit for Appendix B, "Fraternal Bensfit
Socloties in the Sight of the Law."

Host of the reference works cited were obtained Irom
the libraries of The University of Oregon; The Unlversity
of Chicagos The University of Missouri, and Washington
University. My thanks go to those members of Concordiats
Pritzlaff Memorial Library, who helped me obtain the material

I neoedods
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CHAPTER I
A BOOM IN IRATERNALISH
Hineteenth Cenbtury Churchos Face Secrot Socleties

When thoe Saxon immigrants, who founded the Missouri
Synod of the Lutheran Church, settled down in the TUnited
States in the sighteon«forties, they found that "lodges
flourished.”

Tho ilcsonsg had ¢ o o founﬂed 8ix separate lodges in

t. Iouls by 1842, In that same yeer, the even more
ctive 0dd Fellows, who were organised since 183L, had
aeven lodges in the eity, one a special "Germania®

lodge for the Germons. In 185=1846 they put up a

spaclious hell which atitracted wide attention in the

city and was used froeely by some of the churches. Both
of those ordors wore on friendly terms with some of

the Protestant denominations, notably the Methodists,

and wore permitted to take part in thelr services.

But the Saxon Lutherans did not take o friendly attltude
toward lodges. As early as 18L9 Deor Lutheraner, tho official
organ of the group, carricd & sories of articles entltled,
filay a Christian Join the So-Called Secret Socileties?"2 The
soeret society in quostion was tho Improved Order of Red HMen.
The author of tho serios ridiculed the Orderts symbolism and

ceremonies, pointed out dangers connected with the ssecret

Lyalter 0. Forster, Zion on the Mississippi (St. Louls:
Concordia Publishing House, Cel1953)s DPe SIB=E§

2Theodore Graebnar, Extracts from Documentu Pertainl
EemBera

1 -__I'E"'
Seminary, m: PPe 2=3.
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oath, snd spoke againat the idolatry of the lodge.

And the Wissouri Synodts concern about lodges continued
from that day to the presents In 1858 tho Bastern Distriect
of the lHissourli Synod discussed the question of admission
of members of secret socioties to communion.3 The District
roforred the problem to the 1863 convention of the Synod.
But Yall . » o Speeches and apguments ¢« « « clearly showed
that 1t was impossible to bring about any agreement in this
mather,tlt S0, the Eastern Distrlct continued the discussion
enn its own in 1871,

Dor Lutheraner had in 1860 cerried a characteriszation
of Froomascns, Diruids, 0d4dd Fellowas, Templars; and Sons of
Yalta, It said that "1t is almost ineredible that & Christian
should join such gangs.“s The same magaszine discussed "Tho
Grangers of Husbandry® in 1872.6

The rcaders of Der Lutheraner must have been happy to
read in 1885 that the United Presbyterians too wore ageinst
secret societies.? And they were no doubt disconcerted to
£ind that there was disagreemont among the United Brethren

regording the countenaneing of 10&393.8

3Ibid., PPe 5T
h1bid.s Pe 9.

5Ibides Pe 126
6Ibides Pe 27
TIbides pe 61.

8114,
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Yot the United Preosbyterians and the Missouri Synod

Lutherans were not the only churches taking & stand against
lodges. About this same time the Roman Cabhclics re=-stated
their strong aversion to secrat sociectles, especlally
Freemasonry. In 1873 Pius IX 1ssued his Etsi lulta against
lodgery, And Leo XIII launched hils condemnation of ths

same in his Humanum Genus in 138, A contemporary spokesman
for the Roman Church interprets the papal decrees in this
way:?

The hilerarchy singled out one major objection they had
against the secrot socletles, viz., that they undermined
revealed religicn by their Indifference to religious
creods and by thelr cmphasis on a rationalistic moral
1life as the one thing necessary to perfect a man. This
olement alone excluded members of the societies from
the communion of the Church, aside from other reprehen=
sible features of the soclotles.?

An Historical, Not Doctrinal, Study

It can be said that the Roman Cathclics are opposed
to secret socleties for doetrinal reasons., And, Missourl
Synod Lutherans have consistently glven the lodges a
doetrinal treatment. And, Walton Hammah's recent books
have given a lucld and scholaerly statement of the Christian
case against Freemasonry. But people, who profess an
interest in Christianity, continue to join secret societiles.

The question may be asked, What attracts men to the Orders?

O9rergus Macdonald, The Catholle Church and the Secret
Soe&ettglggn the United States (New York: The United States
Cathollc Historical Soclety, ¢.1916), p. 1ll.
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One reviewer of Hamnah's Darkness Visible had this to says

If Masonic teaching were the Lodpe's only appeal, it
secms ¢ o o the Order would éie tomorrow. How
infinitely boring it must be to brothers of the Lodge
to hear the nonsensical "symbolical lectures,” to go
through the »itucl, to give the adolescent passwords,
arips, signs, again and agein and againl

It is therefore obvious that Reve Hannahts book
polnts to another» neod « « « ¢« A work evaluating the
whele movement of lodges in general and reasons for
thelr appeal from a soclolegical and psychological
point of view is indicated. This would round out_our
pleture of Masonry and other lodzes considerably.lO

This paper mekos no e¢lalm of being written from the
viewpoint of a professional socioclogist or psychologist.
But it tokes a step in the direction of drawing together
what some social historisns have said to explain the
tremendous growth of fraternal organizations in the United

tates during the socond half of the nineteenth century.
Social historians claim the right of explaining the
funetional performance of all human organizations., One
has said that

« =« » Organizations represent the interests of certain

members of soclety and . « « they have come into

oxistence as a_device for satisfying some of the basic
human desires.

And again,
e o o 1t i1s almost axiomatic that no instltution can

exist in a social vacuumj there must be functions to
perform, and these functions must in some way provide

10Rp, Roenig, "Book Review," American Lutheran, XXXVIII
(March, 1955), 2l 55 S Cash G

1llgoel P. Gist, "Secret Societles: A Gultural Study of
Fraternalism in the United States,” The University of Missouri
Studies, A Quarterly of Research, XV {Columbia: vers
OI ﬂ!aouri. Cle Ljp P ™
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satisfactions for the basic needs of human beings
identified with the institutional structure.ll

An attempt will be made to ascerbailn how fraternal
organizatliong have functioned to meet men's needs. After
eatablishing the fact that there waa "a boom in fraternalism®
in the United sgates after the Clvil War end until the turn
of the century}{this theosis makes a detailed study of
several of thé societios which were formed between 1865 and
1910, Then follow three chapters of history, sketching the
climate of the period in the style of the social historian,
That i1s, an attempt is made to reflset and explain the whole
pamut ol American thought and activity of a period, with a
view toward substantiating end understanding the social
historlen's explanation of the rise of fraternal organizations.
The story of parties, wars, and politics does not then form
the only proper guide to the past. OChapter III slaply points
up what Allen Hevins has called "The Emergence of HModern
Amorica, 1865=-1878." Chapter IV treats the period of 1878
to 1898 in terms of "The Rise of the City." Arthur Meier
Schlesginger spoke of those years in that way. And, Chapter V
carries throush Harolé Underwocd Faulknor'!s understending of
"mhe Quest for Soclal Justice™ from 1398 until 191k, Such
statements of history take 1nto consideration the interaction
of many variables. And they ondeavor to present an approx-

inmete plcture of the 1ife of society 1tself-e-assuming that

121b5.t1- 9 p. 156.




6
it is possible to fix attentlion on general enphases or
trends., The concluding chapter brings together the statee
menta which some historians have made to explain the rise of
fraternal orzanizations in the United States in the second

hall of the ninetecnth century.
The Golden Age of Praternsl Ordors

Ralph Henry Gabriel has called the years from 1365 to
1910, "the golden age of fraternal orders in the United
States."13 At least seven historlans have commented on
fithe ubiquitous fraternal orders"lll whieh sprang up during
tho latter half of the nineteenth and the first decades of
the twentieth century.

Woel P, CGist sald:

At the bsgimningz of the nineteonth century there existed

in this country only a few thousand membors of the

secrot brotherhcods, inecluding approximately three
thousand Freemasons, five or gix hundred members of the

Tammany societies, and & few members of Phl Deta Kappa.

Dwring the century over six hundred societies sprang

up or were introduced in the country from abroad, and

cf these more than half survived, The first two decades

of the twanfgeth century witnessed a continuation of
this trend.

The Ancient Fraternlity Free and Accepted lasons had

grovn steadily from its inception untill the "iMorgan affair”

13Ralph Henry Gabriel, The Course of Amerlcen Democratic
Thoucht, edited by Robert é. Binkley (iow Yori: The Rona
Press Company, ce1940). p. 19C. See, APPENDIX A.

1y nthur Meler Schlesinger, The Rise of the City (New
York: The Macmillan Company, C.1033)s D= 2080

15@18'b, ope. gite.y; Pe 3l.
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of the 1820'a, Fred I, Pick end G. Norman Kaight, two

present=day Hasonle historlans, Infer that the llesons weorse
innocent of William Horgants suddon death. They says

s o o & rumour of his murder resulted in the rise of
an Anti-iiascnic movement, newspapers wore founded and
anti-lasonle candidates ran for office while three of
the alleged assassins recclived sentences of imprison=
ment.

So strong werse the attacks that throughout the States
countloas Lodges closed down. ILodge rooms were abtacked
and their contents destroyod, familles wera dlvided and
public disaveowals of guilt by the fratermity were dise
counted, The attack ran for over ten years,; alter which
its pace slackened and by 1860 the Craft was azain

v Al
rhking ProEres ol
From only three thousand members at the beginning of the

centuryl? the Masonic Order had inereased to over 1,600,000
members in the United States and Canada by 19111..18
Foster Rhea Dulles observed that "fraternal orders wers
nothing new." Fresmasonry and the Independent Order of 0dd
Fellows were functloning before the begimming of the nine=
teenth century,
s s e Among other organizations that were either off-
shoots of the Hasons “and 0dd Follows or had been newly
formed somewhat in imitation of them were the Elks, the
Knights of Pythias, and tho Ancient Order of United
Workmen. But after 1880 thers was a phenomenal incrsase

in the munbor and membership of tn the se orders. Mo less
than five hmmdred wers founded before the close of y of ths

century, and the notlon=wide enrolment suddenl lecped
TG Ovor sTf'm?ﬁIions, omethinz 1ike forty per cent of

16Fred L. Plck and G. Norman Knight, The Pockst Histo
of Freamasonr (New York: Philosophical Library, c.1953),

pp. talics mine.

17¢1st, loc. eit.

18Harold Underwood Feulkner, The st for Soc1a1 Justice
(New York: The Macmillan Company, c.1 s Ds 3

MEMORIAL LIBRARY
CONCORDiA SEI<INARY
ST LOTHS A




8
the male population over twenty-ons.l%
The increased intorest in fraternal organizations was
not limited to secrot asocieties, Nor was the "boom™ roestricted
to fraternlitios as opposed to sororiticsl
There were Shakespeare and Becthoven Circles, Noon-Day
Rest Clubs, 01d lalids' Socials, and Ladies® High Jinks,
to a tetal, vofore the contury elosed, which is only
partially indicated by the twelve hundred associations
formally banda% togethaer in the General Federation of
Womsnts Clubs,20
And theore were fraternal orzanizations designed especlally
for the fermers. The lNertional Grenge, Patrons of Husbandry,
was founded in 1867. By 1873 there wers 15,000 local granges
throughout tho country. lNMost of those were in the liddle
West and South. In its first six years the National Grange
hed gzathered a total mombership of a million and a2 half.2l
Af'ter The CGlvil War,; fraeternitios sprang up to serve
the needs of overy class and every group. iany of these were
fraternal benefit societies. Ralph Henry Gabriel found that

over thirty-five hundred "mutual assessment associations"

game into being between 1870 and 1910.22 He surmised that
three thousand of these failed before they had been in
operation more than fifteen years. But thousands of Amoricans

had identified themselves with the enterprises.

19roster Rhea Dulles, America Learns to Play (New York:
D. Appleton=Century Company, incC., Ce19L0)s Pe o Italics mine.

zo;bm. 9 Pe 2570

2lybide, Pe 27he
22gabriel, op. cit.; Pe 190.
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Earlier fraternal orgzanizations had usually been
imported from Dngland, Irsland, or Germany. Only seventy=
eight fraternal orders antedatod 18580, however.23 After
that tine,

Americans turned with furiocus zeal to ths cresation of
secrot socleties cut to their owm pattern « « « « Though
someo lmporiant indigenous orders like the Enights of
Pythias and tho Elks had appeared in the sixtlies, in

tho two decadog after 1330 thelr number became legion.

AT least one hundred and twonty=four new sscret socletiocs
were founded between 1580 and 1890, one hundredé and
thirty-six between 1890 and 1895, and two hundred and
thirty moro by 1901 ¢« « o« ¢ Amorica posscssed more

secret socictlios and a larger number of "joinors" than
all other netions  « « « Hor dld students of religlon
fall to nobe that in all the large cliles the lodges
outnunbered the churches, Brooklyn and Boston each
having twico and St. Touis and Chicage three times as
MONYe =S

Arthur leier Schlesinger had made these observations,

And Harold Underwood Faulkner took cognizanee of the
mizhty flourish in fratarnal orzanizations at the turn of
the century. He szld that

s ¢ o fraternzl organizatlions continued to occupy a

large place in the everyday life of many Americans,

claining at the close of 191l over 15,600égoo membars
in fifty-seven "principal® organizations.

Dulles, Faulkner, Gabriel, Gist, Knight and Pick, and
Schlesinger-=seven historlanse=have joined their voices to
sing the same song: tho second hslf of the nineteenth

century was a "golden age"™ for fraternal orzanizations.

23schlesinger, oP. cit., P. 289.
2hyn1d., pp. 289-90,
25?3\111“191‘. ODe !&Eo’ Pe 305.
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Froternal Organizations Defined

But what did the historians mean by "fraternal orzanizoe
tions?® Noel Gist was amonz the few to define his terms. He
ned confined his situdy to fraternal orders of the "lodge!
type. Characteristics of these socistlea, emong others, are
sscreta, legendary accounts of ancient origin, and ritualisa,
In his own words:

e o o A Becret scciety may be defined ag any soecial

grouping not bascd on blcod relationship which posscsses

sor:e rituallstic oloment of secrecy, the,knowlsdge of
which is confined to initlated membors.2®
And,

Amonp the charactoristics of secret sociloties are
legendary accounts supporting the clalms to antiquity

of orligin of tho orders themsolves. In some organiza-
tions the origin legends {lgure conspicuously in the
structural framework; in others they play lesser roles.27

And,

Secrot societies in géneral have tended to loaber

25018t, op. elt., P. 20s The author continues: "But
other groups and Institutions, though not eommonly classified
as socrot orders, have thelr secrots. Fincncial organizations
conceal thelr trade secrets from competitors; political groups
have tholr secret policies and plans; families have their
"gkeletons in the closet; religious grouns, perhaps the most
open of all, have thelr confidential mattors. Secrecy in
these instances,; however, has no value in itself; it is only
2 megans to an ende=the end being that the group or organiza=
tion shall gain or maintain the objectives it has in view.
It 1s secrecy without speclal ritual and without formalitye.
For that reason such organizations may appropriately be
labelled "public" or "exoterie" in contradistinction to those
whose cercmonialized secretiveness tends to becoms a myatieal
symbol of special values as well as a means to greater group

cohesiveness.”
271bid., Pe 70
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ritvalism, end some have rather completely elothed

thomselves in symboliec coeremonials . « « « By way of

introduction of the subjeet it may be wall to mention
what appearas to be 2lmost a universal charactoristic

oi secret soﬁiaf;ics, namely, ths secrecy of the rituals

themselves,2

But this definition of fraternal organizations is too
1imited for this study. By way of illustration, not every
now fraternal orpganization of the period wented to perpetuate
secrets as secrets. The Sons and Daughters of the Amsricen
Revolution had a great interest in making the secrets of
heroes of the War for Indepecndence public knowledgee-the
proper heritage of all freodom-lovers, And some of the new
organizations, especially the fraternal insurance groups,
dié not lncorporate legends and/or rituals into their programs.
To be sure, Glst has a workable definition for his study of
the “lodge®™ type.

But this study 1a broader in scope. It covera the
fraternal organizatlicons which furnlish insurance as a special
featuro. These organizations have been defined in this ways:

Fraternal insurance has as its basis a respresentative

form of government, conservative investment of funds,

economicel and constructive manggement=-supplemented

by humanitarien work, local units, the open contract

and mubuality.2?

But this definition too does not give the commnon denominator

for all fraternal organizatlions, because some do not furnish

281pi1d., pe 80.

29Arthur S. Hamilton, compiler, Statisties Fratern
Societies (Rochester: The Fraternal Honitor, c.%SI). Pe 2

560. IF FEHDE Be
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Insurance as a gpecial foaturg-=or as any parte~of thelr
program,.
A workable dofinition is This:

A fraternal orgenization is a socloty organized for
the pursulit of somo_common objeect by working together
in brotherly unlone>?

The fraternel organizations under consideration have these
characteristics. All boar a form of organization; a comnon
pursuit, and fraternal action. Still, each in turn may be
found to represont a certaln type of fraternal organizatlcn.
The Ancient and Illustricus Order of the Enights of Halta
represcnts what Gist called the "lodge"™ type. Rotary
International, on the other hand, should be listed under
"eivig" type. The Watlonal Society of the Daughiers of the
American Revolution is a "patriotie"” type. And, Aid Assoclae
tion for Lutherans is primarily en Yinsurance" type. All of
then, to & groator or lesser degree, represent the "social"
type. Whatever the omphasis-=lodge, clvie, patriotie;
insurance, scclal=eall may proporly be considered "Iraternal®

in the brocader sensoe

30@ebster's Hew Golleeiata Dictionary (Springfields
Ge & Ce Morrism COep Publishors TS, Ced9L0), Pe 330.



CHAPTER II
HEW FRATERWAL ORGANIZATIONS

The materlal for this chapter comes from constitutions,
by=laws, current brochures and pamphlets, and personal
correspondence from the fraternal orgenlzations under conside
eration., The list of organizations is selective. The thesis
adviseor's suggestions have been followed. No attempt has
boen made to study evory fraternal orgaenization which was
organized beitween 1865 eand 1910, Still; eseh of these
organizations,; except the Independent Order of 04dd Fellows,
was organized in the latter halif of the nineteenth century.
While scme of thom provide siclmess end death benefits for
their members, they 21l fall into the class of "fraternal,
civic, patriotic, or social organizations not furnishing

insurance as a special Teature,"l

Ancient and Illustrious Order, Enights of Halta

The Ancient and Illustrious Order, Knights of Malta
traces 1ts origin to Jerusalem in 1048 A. De It was incor-
porated in Americe in 188l and was united with the Imperial
of Scotland in 1889, The Grand Commandery was instituted

Lapthur S. Hamilton, compiler, Statlstics Fraternal
Socicties (Roeﬁestar: The Freternal Honitor, Ce1951),; DPe
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in November, 1892.2

The Order was formed as a religious, fraternal, military,

and beneflelal society.

It is a Relimious Order,; and welecomes all Protestants,
by whatever name knovwn, who love our Lord Jesus Christ,
to enlist under its bammer « ¢« ¢ o It is Fraternal, and
its obligations bind to secrecy and mutual protection.
e o« o It is Hilltary, bubt drilling and uniforming are
optional o ¢ ¢« ¢ The Order of Knighits of Melta is a
body of men banded together « « ¢ GO comfort ons another
in the practice of the Chrlstian religionj to offer
mutual assiastance in time of noedj « « » to exercise
the fullest toleration and charity toward all menj to
osractice benevolence, end to maintaln = universal
protostant Cfraternity.

If a "loyal Americen eitizen" shouléd ask, "ithy should

I join this orgenization?™ the Knights of Malta anawers

Pirst, because lalta is a Christian institution; it

soocksy first of ell, to impress upon menfs ninds the
grout lesson of pure, moral lives, and by its teachings
craates & better, higher stendavrd of cltizenshipe. The
powey that will dovelop and promote this is not only
@ positive holip to the individuesls, but & blessing to
the community. Why? Because purer morals beget cleaner
conditions, less crime, leas psuperisa. Hence we
maintein, from this point alone, that our Order is a
decided asset to tho community in which it is established.
It is fraternal, and by fraternity we mean that the
lessons taught in Kalta ereate that brotherhood of man,
that closer comradeship, that broad, far-reaching help=
fulness that we need at timesj that knowledge that here
iz a brother to whom you may pour out your heart,; upon
whose breast you may rest, upon whose confidence and
valor you can safely trust; yes, that fraternity that
renders help whon help 1s .needed. HNot charity. MNoid
Malta will not permit thet word to be used in its
work of succor to its companilons, whether the distress
be that of misfortunes, illness or death; whether 1t be

ter:

2pnelent and Illustrious Order ichts of Malta (Lancase
Supremo Grand gommandery of Eon%!nenﬁ of Amerloa, 237

East King Street), inslde front covere.

31b1d., Pe 20
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In guarding the widow and orphan, The help 1s a, right
which belongs to every trus Sir Knight of Malta.l

The Knights of Malta is outspokenly Protestant, denouneing
"all forms of error, supsrastition, Church greed and papal
rule.”” None of its work is supposed to confllet wlith that
of othex Ordora,

In our »anks are thousands of lasons, 04d Pellows,

EKnightas of Pythiasg, and members of kindrsd ordera, Its

obligations are broad and inspiring, and the most

11bera1dm1gded Amerlcan can consistently accept its
teachings.
Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks

of tho Unlted States of Amecrica

The Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks was organized
in 1868, Its current constitution was adopted by the Grand
Lodge at its Annual Sossion in Denver,; Colorados on July 19,
1906,

The Elks were organized

» o » Lo ineculcate the principles of Charity, Justice;
Brotherly Love and Fidelity; to promote the welfare and
onhance the happiness of its memberss to guicken the
spirit of American patriotismi to cultivate good fellow=
ship; to perpetuate 1itself as = fraternal orszanization,
and to provide for 1ts governmentel

bxvid., pp. 22-3.

51bid.,; pe 27.

q;gig., Ps 23.

Tgonstitution, Statutes, Rules and Order of Business,

fuleg 50 r3§1-—r:°3%”:1%§§m—mrnméor1%rmrﬁﬁ° 2 Frotestive e
I' E]E aEeu of ﬁ'e'r!ca !EE cagoz Jo Eo
ﬁﬁsﬁer:.gdranaa Eecrgim-y. 1053=10511), Do Te
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Men alone are admitted to memberships, They must "believe
in God.” Thoy muat be white citizens of the United States
and twonby-one yesars of age or older. And they must be "of
sound mind and body" and "of good character."® The Order has
no insurance foaturc.?

The animal from which the Order took 1ts name was chosen

bocause a number of its attributos Wors doomed typlcal

ol thoae to be cultivated by mombers of the frateraity.

Tho elk is dﬁ.tinetivcly an Amerlcan animal, It habituzlly

lives in herds. The largest of our native quadrupeds;

it 1s yet fleot of foot aad graceful in movemonts It

is quick and keen of pereeption; and while it is

usuelly geatle and even timorofs, it is atrong and
veliant in dofense of 1ts own.

Dames of HMaltis

The Dames of Halte was organized in 1896. The
Sovercicn Keopor of Apchives found it impossible to send a
constitution, bhy-laws, or yearbooks for this study, for the

Dames of Malta "1s a secrot orgzanization.mll

anrLa#a and Rules of Order of the Bensvolant and Pro-

tactive er ol Eiks of The Unlilted States of Americe (Fub=
Tished by authority of the Grand LodgZes; 1950})s De Je

%ma:d 1t Means %o %gt_ﬁg 11:;' d'.l'.'ha Beneovolent and Pro;f
tecti 0 T BillS Uni Stat i America informe
Stior e = °§ 9'%{ "E‘n'é'f%f'der GolTected aod Pab11obed Specia

for tho ction of iInitiates TInitiates ZGEIeagoz Je Be Hasters
G;ana ecraEary]. o Dae e e A

101‘31&. s Pe Te

1llgee personal correspondence from Rdith G. Hacaulay,
Sovereign Keeper of Archives, October 2, 1954. In the files
of Dr. Paul M, Bretscher, Concordia Theologlcal Seminary,
Ste Louls, Kissourli,
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Daughters of Anerica

Daugntors of America was organized at Bennet, Pennsyls

vania, on deptember 15, 1891. It was insorporated in Ohio,

October }i, 1910,

The organlzablion haes an official smblom diasplaying the

Ameprican sazles and flag, the Holy 2ible, and claspsd hands

of fellowshipe

In the words of an official and curront bircchures

We ars a Secrst, Patrioctic, Benevolent and Fraternal
Organization; theo yrocognized Auxilliary of the National
Gov.ncil, dPe Oo Ue Mo Ve © ¢ o »

Qur Objects

PINST == To promote and maintain the interssts of
Anorlcans and shield them from the dopressing effscts
of’ unroeatricted immigration.

SECOND «= To agsist Americans in obtaining omployment.
THIRD == To encourage Americans in businsss.

POURTH = To ostablish a fund or funds for the payment
of benofits in case of siclkness, disablility or death
of 1ts membors.

FIFTH == To maintain the Public School Syatem of the
Unlted States of North America and to preovent intere
ference therewith,; and to uphold ths reading of the
Holy Bible therein.

SINTH == To oppose sectarian interferenco with State
and National siffairs.

SEVENTH == To promote sceial intercourse and to assist
in advancing the objocts of the Junior Order of United
Amoricsn Mechanlcs of the United States of Forth America.

RETGHTH == To establish a fund or funds to assist and
care for the orphan children of deceased membors of the

Orders
NINTH == To establish a fund or funds to provide a home
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for the care of the aged, infirm and indigent members
of the Order.l2

Sick benefliis, a funoral benefit depariment, a Heolping
Hand System for helping orphans, and Yan enlarged social

1life" are suong the benefits of the organization.
raternal Order of Eagles

The Praternal Ordsr of Zagles was founded in Saattle,
Washington, on Feobruary 5, 1598,

Ihe Constituticn for Subordinate Aeriss of the Fraternal
Order of Eaglos doss not have a sectlion devoted to "objectives.”
It deals primarily with dutiss of efficars, clubs, and momborse
Sections periain to mombership procedure and paasword. And
parts dolfino ths Onderts siclk and fumeral benefits as well as
1ts soclal room or buffet regulations.

Bagles are proud to say that ons of their members,

Fraak H. Hering, "made tho first known public pleas for
observance of Hother's Dav."13 They also point to the Worke
ﬁen's Compensation Law, mother?s penslon acts, old age pension
laws, the Eagles Kemorlal Foundation; a Boys Town dormitory,
and cancer research projects as outstanding projects which

the Order haa supported. It is stated thatb

e » » Eagledom is a force, not a form. So the way in
which Dagle Aories seek to serve the genoral good vary

12yrg, Sueie VWoods, National Secretary, Daushters of
America (Columbus: Box 296, Bexley Branchx; front slide of the

rocnure.

13pob Hansen, Ths Eagles (The Fraternal Order of Eagles,
195’-!-). Pe ll-'
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from communlty to community. But tho general objective

of Fagle Aeries is shared by all « » « s Fraternalism,

like charity; begins at home ¢ « « o Activities for

meombers include plamming meeting night programs, paying

gick and/or funoral benefits, vi:iting the sick, sponsors

ing sports; holding dances, arranging parties,. &

The Tagles support a great many socrvice projects. They
lond their hand to moany eccident prevention programs; fire
pravention weeks; youthh guidance activitlas, loesl and

national welfare drives, and the likes,

e &« o nBagledom, more than anything else; is a drsatie=
the dream that ordinary men snd women everywhere are
entitled to and shall enjoy the right to life, to
liberty; and to the pursult of happiness with some
rgaso?%ble chance of catching up toc it in thelr life-
tinmo.

Independent Crder of 0dd Fellows

The Independent Ordor of 0dd Fellows was not new to the
post=Appomatior worlde It had been latroduced into the
United States at Baltimors, Haryland, in 1819, by Thomas
wildey and four other Enslishmen.1d

The Order bas endesvored "to a?lishten the mind without
beking from the individusl eny of his rights or privileges.”

And it srranges a “brotherhood and not a division ameng mene? 17

1i1bid., Pe 37e
157h3d., De 2e

16phecdore Grasbnor, A Handbook of Crzsnizations (St.
Iouis: Concordia Publishing House, C<l19LU0)s Pe o

17Ben Weildle, 1he Reason For, and the Object of Odd
Followship (The Sovereign Grand Lodgs Ls Oe Os Fep 1902),

Pe e
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Wnile 0dd Fellowshlp was formed by ths principle of
"the Fatherhood of God end the Brotherhood of Man," i1t has
restricted iis mambeééhip to those of "full white blood."13
Mombors must beliove in a "Supreme Being.”

0dd Psllows make a coneerted effort to visit the siek,
help the distressed, bury the dead, and to care for orphans
and widows. Ourrsnt brochures accent the prineciples of

brothsrly love and friendshipe
Knights of Columbus

The Charter of the Knights of Columbus was adopted end
approved in 1682, The Reverend Michael J. McGivney, curate
of STe Mary's Parish in New Haven, Connecticut; had called
together a group of young men to help him orzanize the
Catholic lalty to Toster principles of Charity, Unity,
Brotherly Love, and Patriotism,

In goneral, tho cbjectives wore to provide a system

of freaternal insurance to care for the widows and

orphans of members; to provide fellowship amcng the
mombers, to sid the cause of religion, and to perform
charitable,; educational and patriotie works for the
benefit of their fellow men and their nationl9

"practical Roman Catholies only shall be eligible to

and entitled to continue membership in the Ordor.%29 They

18;]31&-’ Pe 6.

1997hese 900,000 Hen T call " hts" (Hew Haven:
Suprﬂpg council o tﬁﬁ'ﬁn s of co us, P. O. Box 1670),
PPe i X}

20gharter Gonstitution and Laws of the Knights of Columbus

(Now Haven: Knights of Golumbus, 1953)s Pe
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mey hold either assoclate or insurance membership. The 1953
odition of Charter Constitution Laws i1s in large part a
statement of the Knight's of Columbus insurance program,
Assoclate memborship grew from 259 members in 1894 to
160,000 members in 1910, And insuranee membership inereased
from 8,478 in 109L to 80,000 in 1910.2%

Loyal Order of lioose

The Loyal Order of llooae was organized in 1388, Paul
Pe Sohmitz, Director General of the Order, suggested that a
e o o Chesis dealing with any phaso of the operation of
the Loyal Order of lMoose might besat be devoted to an
anelysia and presentation of the oporation of o » » [tho]
Child City ¢« « « at Mooseheart, Illinols, which in
esgonce 1s the main and ma jestic philanthropy sponsored
by the Loyal Order of lo080.22
Moogecheart, the "Chilld City,"™ occupies an estate of
1,200 aeres on tho banks of the Fox River, 37 miles weat of
Chicago. The ¥oose wore not plamming for themselves and
thelr childron when they bullt this ¢ity. But they planned
for others,; who wero less fortunate-=for chiléren who have
lost one or both parénts. Mooscheart is maintained by con=
tributions from the rogular dues pald by tho members of the

order.

. 21) Picture of Strensth (Now Haven: XKnights of Columbus),
Pe °

22see personal correspondence from Paul P. Schmitz,
Director General, October 0, 195L4. In the files of Dr. Paul

i, Bretacher, Concordla Theological Seminary, St. Louls,
Missouri,
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loose advertise that

e o o YoU &nd your family will find varied social
activities in the iooss == dancing, games, refreshmonts,
entertainnent, holiday parties, picnics == these and
other activities make 1lifo more ploasant for members
and their families,23

Hoose members and thelr wives may look forward to
#etiring at Moosshaven,; in Orange Perk,; Florida.

Ken only, who are of the caucaslan.raca, above tho age
ef twentye-one, not married to a non-Gaucasian, of good moral
charactor, and bellevers in a Supreme Belng, mey apply for
membership. Thoe orgenizetion claims to be non=political and

ncn—sactarian.zh
Wational Grange Petrons of Husbandry25

The National Grange was organized in 1867. Any porson,
who is interecsted in agricultural pursuli, fomrteon years
old or older, and not rejected by throe or more negative
votes et the time of application, may bocoms a member of
the Grenge.2d

The Hational Grange Patrons of Husbandry is composed of

four Granges. Thoy are the Subordinate Grangss, the Pomona

23Facts about the Moose. usstions and Answers (Moose-
hearts  1Oy&l Order of HOOS3)s; De De

Ethid., Pe 3e
253ee Chapter I, p. 8, and Chapter III, p. 36.

'aacenstituti n of tho National Grance Patrons of Husband
{Gorrected and brought up to date as of January 1, 1951), IrEFI
II; Sece 1,
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Granges, the Stato Granges, and the Hational Grange. Above
them all standa the Assembly of Demeter; and it has “charge
off the secret work of the Order."27.

The officers of tho reageetiva Granges shall be
addrsssed as "WORTHEY."2

Sectarlian or partisan questions will not be tolerated
as subjects of discusalon in the work of the Order, and
no religious or political tests for membership shall be
applied.2d

The Netional Sceisty of the

Daughtera of the American Revolution

The Hational Soclety of the Daughters of the Amsrican
Revolution was incorporacted at Washington, De Ce; ORn
Doecember 2, 1890,

The objects of the Society arel

1) To perpctuate the memory and spirit of the men and
women who achicved American Independence, by the
aocquisition and protestion of historical spots, and
the erection of momuments; by the encouragemont of
historical reossareh in relation to the Ravolution and
the publication of its resultsj by the presorvation of
documents and relics, and of the records of the
individual services of Rovolutionary soldiers and
patrioits, and by the promotion of celebrations of all
patriotiec anniversarics.

2) To carry out the Iinjunction of Wash ton in his
farewell address to the American people, "to promote,
as an object of primary importance, institutions for
the genoral diffusion of knowledge," thus doveloping
an enlightened public opinion, and affording to young

281p1d,., Arte III, Sece Ge
291Ibidey Arte XII, Sec. le
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and old such advarbtages as shall develop in them the

largest capaclty for performing the dutles of American
citizens,

3) To chsrisgh; maintaln, and extend the institutions of
American freedom, to foster true patriotism and love of

gountry, and to ald In securing for mankind all the
blessings of liberty.30

In its educational work the Daughters of the American
Rovolution own and operate the Kate Duncan Smith D. A. Re
Sehool at Grant, Alabama, and the Tamaasee De Ae Rs Schools
at Tamasgsss, South Carolina., And it gives material aid to
eleven other schools, Through 1ts financial aid to Bacone
Indian College; at Muskogee, Oklshome, and to St. Mary's
High School at Springfield, South Dakota, the Socisty "pro=-
vides opportunity to help original Americans attein the

intelligent dignity which they deserve."3l

The Wational Society of the Sons

of the Americen Revolution

The Wational Soclety of the Sons of ths American
Revolution was orgaenized April 30, 18389, and incorporated
by an Act of Congress on Jwe 9, 1906,

The objJects of this Soclety are declared to bes patriotie,
historical, and educational, and shall ineclude those
intended oxr designed to perpetuate the memory of those
who, by their services or sacrifices during the war of
the American Hevolution, achieved the independence of
the American people; to umilte end promote fellowship

30gonstitutions and By-Laws of the Hational Society of
the Daurhters of the American hevolution > De O

31yprs, Marguerite Schondau, editor, Hilvﬁlights of Progzram
Activity (Washington: Natlonal Society o e Daughters oﬁ'iﬁb
Amorican Revolution, c.19h9), pp. 5=9.
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among thelr desccendantss to inapire them and the comune
ity at large with a more profound reoverence for the
principles of the governmont founded by our forefathers;
to cncourage historical research in relation to the
Amorican Rovolution; to eacquire and preserve the records
of the individual services of the patriocts of the war,
ag well as documents, relies, and landmarksj to mark the
scenes of the Revolutlion by appropriate memorials; to
colsbrate the annlversaries of the prominent events of
the war and of the Revolutioanary perlod; to foster true
pabtriotism; to maeintaln and extend thes institutions of
American frecdon; and to carry out the purposes expressed
in the precamble of the Constlitution of our country and
the injunctlon of Washington in his ferewell address to
the Ameriean people.3?

+

‘hese objsctives are very simllar to thoss of the Daughters
of the Amorican Revoluticn. The S. A. Re. was organized only
one ysar before the D, A. Re

The Soclety 1s currently composed of forty-eight State
Socictiss, and Socleties in the District of Columbia, Hawall,
Lleska, and France. It claims to be non=gecterian, none-
political, and nonescoret.33

The Soecliety works to defend the sovereignty of the
United States, encourages the observance of patriotic
anmmiversaries, and prepares facsimile coples of The Declara=-
tion of Independence, Ths Bill of Rights, and The Constitu=-
tion of the United States for distribution to 2ll Amorican

eitizens,

32national Soclety Sons of the American Revolution,
Constliution apd By-Laws 1002 Bdltion (Weshingtons National
Headquerters, 1227 EIanen Street, Ne We)s Pe 1o

33phe Nationel Society of the Sons of the American
Revolutlon (Washington: Natlonal Headquarters, l2a7 Sixteenth

Toet, Nes We)y & brochure.




26

Order of Easteran Star

The General Grand Chapter of the Order of the Eastern
Star was sstablished in November, 1876, The Right Worthy
Grand Secrotary did not think it "proper® to send a Constitue

tion and By=lLaws for this stucdy.3l
Ths Order of Xnlghts of Pythias

The Order of Knights of Pythlas was foundsd 1n Washington,
De Coy February 19, 186lk.
Declaration of Principles

Pythian Knizghthood had 1ts conception in the exemplifie
cation of the 1life test of true {riendship existing
between Demon and PyGthias » o « « Friendship, or mutual
confidonce « « o« 18 adopted as a foundation prineciple,

e » s« Tho Order of Knizhts of Pythics == founded in
Friendship, Charity snd Benevelence, which 1t proclaims
as 1ts cardinal principles == strives to gather into ons
mighty fraternity worthy mon who appreciate the true
mezning ol friendship; whoe are cautious in word and act;
who love truth; who are bhrave in defending right; whose
honor is untarnished; whose sense of justice will preovent,
to the best of their abllity, a personal act or word
injurious to the worthy; whose loyalty to prineciple, to
fanily, to friends, to their country;, and to the constia=
tuted authority under which they onjoy citizenship is
undoubted; and who, at all times, are prepared to do
wnto gghars as thoy would that othors should do unto
thenms

The organization was formed during the Civil War and

3lises neraonal correspondence from kHMamie Lander, Right
Worthy Grand Secretary, October 15, 195L. In the files of
Dr. Paul i, Bretscher, Concordia Theological Seminary, St.
Touis, Missouri.

35gonstitutions and Statutes. Grand Domain of Missouri,
hts o as (Rovised and a&opEeE by the Gra ge of
ssourl at gpr%ngrield Session, October, 1927); Pe 2.
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rocolved great pralso from President Lincoln. He thought
it to be "ono of the bost agencies conceived » o « for the
re-uniting of our brethren of the North end South."35 The
Prosident thnen suggested that the Order ask ths Coagress of
the itnited States for a charter. The Order followed Lincolnta
sugpestion, And tho Order of Knights of Pythias was the
firat American Order to be chartered by an Act of Congress.

High aschool students may recognize the Xnizhts of
Pythics as one of the organizations which sponsocrs public

speaking contesis.
3ons of Union Veterans of the Civil Wer

The Somns of Union Veterans of the Civil VWar was orgenized
» 1881

marines, "who were regularly mustered and served honorably

=

i A1) male descendants of Union soldiers, sailors; or

£

in « o o the War of Rebellion of 1861«65" may become mombers
of the frabernity.37 Its constitution 1lists the following

objeetivess:

Firste. To porpetuate the memory of the services and
sacrifices of our fathers and forofathers for tho
maintenance of the Unione

Second,s To commemorato Americal!s horole dead throuzh
patriotiec and historical exerclses, and the proper
observance of IHomorial Day.

36phe Opder of Knights of Pythias (Issued by the Supreme
Lodge, Knignts of Pythlias)y DPs 2=3e

37 onstitution end Regsulations Govern the Sons of
Unlon Veterans ol the civIE lWa:f? (Publis y the Coumanderye=
MQ!. I§3§)o Pe 3.
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Third. 7To assist the members of the Grand Army of the
Republic, and all honorably discharged Union soldilers
seilors and mearines of the War of the Rebsllion of 1331
to 18655 to extend aid and protection to their widowa
end orphans end the worthy members of our own Order.

Fourths To coppose to the limit of our power and influ=
ence all movemsnis, tendencises and efforts that mako
fag the destruction oy impalrment of our eonstiiutional
Unions

Fifthe To demand of all citizens undivided loyalty and
the highest type of Americaniani and require the execlusion
of aliens unwilling to conform to this standard.
Sixth. To tezch patrictism, tho dutliss of citizecnship,
and true history of our country, and the love and honor
of our Flage
Sevenths To inculeate and broadly sustein the American
principles cf represontative governauent,; of equal rightﬂ,
of universal liberty, and of impartiel justice to all,3
“The Banner®" is tho bie-monthly news publication for

the sceloety, Peing prepared and posted by the Commandery-ine

Chief of tho organization.
YToung MenTs Institute

Six young Roman Catholics met to form the Young Men's
Institute on March !, 1883. MNombers must be "practical
Roman Cathelics,™ lay or clsric.

Its objeets are mutual aid and benevolence, the moral,
intellectual and social improvoment of 1ts members,
and the proper development of sentiments of devotion
to the Catholic Church and loyalty to our couniry,_in
accorduance with its motto: “Pro Deo, Pro Patria,”39

Baxbigo. DDe 2-3'
39constitutions of the Grand Council and Subordinate

Counclls of the Youns Nen's Institute with a History of the
Order (San Jose: Harrington Mclnnis COap 1952)s Pe le
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The Young Men's Institute arranges to have masses sald
monthly for living and dececased members, sponsors open and
closed retreats for members, maintains scholarshipe for the
education of men who agpire for the roligioua 11fe, pladgea
tsoll to holp local perish priests, encourapes athleotic
perticipation, stands prepared to help the nocedy, and sponsors

a wide variety of youth activitiaa.’-l-o

L0she Young Men's Ingtitute. A Fraternal Oxder of

Catholiec ligh. JZe He 4e 2nd ¥OU$, & brochureas




CHAPTER III
THE PMERGENCE OF MODERN AMERICA, 1865-1878

The close of the Civil War brought in a perlod of sceial

tinselry which doserves tne name Gilded Age. This was
tho period of theo asecondance of the middle class, end
it partook of the virtues and vices which go with a
bourgeois society. There was a certaln contentment in
nediocrlity, a worship of material suecess; and an
attempt to deny or at least conceal anytihing which was
regarded as "unbecoming” according to the rather prissy
standacds of the time. Respoctabllity became a cult
with the new middle classa ¢ o « ¢ American behavior of
the ante<bellum yezars had too often been mariced by a
gcertain wildness, whilo standards of business honesty
frequently scemed to be owverly adjustable, The Cult of
Respectabllity undertook tec bulld "charactor"-=-at least
in the middle classe--and its gtandards were often copiled
by the working claoss.l

Leland D, Baldwin had expressed@ the climate of the post=
Appomattox years in this way. John A. Krout sald that the
period immediately following the closo of the Civil War
"wrought a revolution in the 1ife of the American people
comparable to that which accompanied the War of Independence.”2
And Alion Hevins has called the years between 1865 and 1878,
the Emergence of Modern Amorice.” What he meant by "Modern
America" emerged from chapters entitled; "the darkest days

in the South,” "the industrial boom in the FNorth," "urban
1iving and routes of travel,® "the taming of the Wesk," "the

revolt of the farmer,™ "the moral collapse in government and

lr0lsnd D. Baldwin, Survey of Amsrican History (New York:
American Book Company, Ce10GG)s Pe L20e

250mn A. Krout, United States Since 1868 (New York: Barnes
% lNoble, Incep 301953,’ De le
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business;" "the broadening of American culturs,” "the deepen=
ing of American culturs,”™ asnd "humeniterian striving."3

Abrahan Lincoln; Andrew Johnson, Ulysses S. Grant,
and Rutherford B. Heyes were Presldents <l tic United States
at the time. By recalling the activities of theolr administrae
tlons you may rocapture a part of the apirit of the times,.
April 9, 1865, when Les surrendsred to Grant st Appomattox,
had marked the end of Civil War military battles, On Dscone
ber 18 of ths samo yoar Congress abolished slevery by adopte
inpg the Thirtoenth Amendment. Through the offorts of Willlam
He Seward,; the loderal government made the Alaska Pwrchase in
1867, On Mey 10, 1369, mon met at Ogden, Utah, to drive the
molden spike; marking the junction of the Central Pacific and
the Union Pacific and completling the railroad line to the
West coaste VWomants suffrage was passed in Wyoming in the
same year. For four days in October, 1871, Chicago was
burned out by a mighty conflegration. New ¥York City suffored
bank faillures and panic in 1873 and the government began its
investigation of the Crédit Mobilier Scandasl. The Tweed Ring
in New York was smashed in 187h. And Philadelphia displayed
the Centennial Ezxzhibltion and General Cusater made his last
stand in 1876.1

3a11an Nevins, The Emergence of Modorn America (New
Yorks: The Hacm!.ll;n Company, €»1027)s Scleccted chapter titlos.

'-I'The dates may be found in, The World Almanae and Book of
Pacts for 195h, Harry Hansen, odifor (New York:s Now Yor
World-Tolegram and Tho Sun, c.195L), pp. 129=70.
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The post-Appomattox generation was frought by problema
in the prostrate South and in the expanding business entere-
orises of the North, Allan Wevins has cslled the psriod,
"the darkest days in the South,"™ Tranaportation facilities
were broken down, The whole property in sleves had been
swept away and land valussz had become inersdibly low,
Mississippi alono had fully 10,000 orphans. White=black
relations became inereasingly turbulent and finally gave place
to race riots 1like that which occcurred in New Orleesns in
July, 1866.5

Liberation lieft the Negroes freoc. And many of them
thought that this meant that they wero free from work. They
ofton changoed their names and drifted away. “Hore than twenty
thousand Hegroes Tound thelr way to Washington alone by the
summer of 1865, and the labor market of all the border cities -
was overstocked.®® The eight million Southsrners; who were
precminently agriculturalists; had tha problem of trying to
reezain a state of prosperity. But neither the whites nor
ths Vegrees were acquainted with the "wape system."™ And few
whites had money to pay in wages., President Lincoln attempted
¢o help along the situation in the South by setting up pro=
visional governments and stending by the Proclamation of
Amnesty of 1863. And the administration, at President
Johnson's time, passed the Civil Rights Bill of 1866 and the

5“91?1!!3; Ope cit.s; DP. 18.
6Ib1d.’ Ps 21.
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Reconstruction Acts of 1867 with a view toward putting the

South back on its foet,

But the South itself was plazued by Carpetbagzaers from
the Forth and the Scalawags of the South. And the Ku Klux
Klan cane Into exlstence to further a policy of terrorism
against the Negroes.

The Ku Klux XKlan will be trested in some detall in this
chaptory; since i1t has not found a place emong the fraternal
organizations in the rost of the thesis, The Klan was firat
orzanized in Puleski, Tennessee, in 1866, It spread rapidly
to other stabtes,

In 1867 a grend convention in Nashville gave the Klan
the name of "the Invisible Empire," chose General Hathan
Be Forrest its Grand Wizerd; and eppointed a hilerarchy
of subordinate cf'ficerse-=Genii, Grand Dragons, CGrand
Titens and Grand Cyclops. The activities of the nighte
riding members, disgulsed with robes and masks, a2t once
attracted national attention. Primerily an agency for
terrifying unruly blacks eand diseiplining troublesome
Carpetbargers, the Klen accomplished, especially at the
outest, cortain healthy objects. It was really noeded
in those communities where the Negroes were heavily
predominant and had fallen under the sway of malevolent
white men.’

But there wes a worss side to its activities too., Not
only reputable, but 2lso rackless nen, Joined the group. And
the Klan began 10 perpetrate outrageous measures on a wide
scsle,

They recruited their members, in many districts, from

ready=-made bands of vigllantes which had already sprung

up on the model of the pro-war slave patrole. They were

encouraged, morsover, by a sectional tradition of
violenceo which for generations had marked 1life in the

7:b1d. s DPe 350.

PE—



3L

South and w%ich had grown appallingly stronger as the
war closed,‘

The Klan designed a merilcs of political assassinations
in South Carolina to keep Wegroes away from the polls in
1368, And a similar procedure=-=but on a more pronounced
scalew=-was pursued in Mississippi, Alabama, and Louilsisna,

Cutthroat gangs gziving themselves such namas as the

"Seymour Tigers” or "Swamp Fox Rangers" roamed the town

[of VWew Orleans] assaulting hermless Negroes, end in
some of the ounvlying parishes murder was committed on

a wholesale scele, the Negroes being killed like vermin.S

Frightened by the diabolical'aotivity of the groupg
General Forrest and his associates met in March; 1869, to
dissolve the orgenizabtlion. When the stale and national
orzanizations Jdlunppeared, further outrages were simply the
work of local mobs. Then followed 2 number of trielss Some
Klannors were indicted and othors fled to Mexico or the
Caribbean Islands. It had become most difficult for the Klan
to oporate. "Thus by the time of the presideniial campaign
of 1872, the South was in a virtusl state of subjection to
armed force" by the faederal governuentelD

The nation of 1865 had hardly advanced to the iHissouri

Rivers It used iron alone and had but a modest system of

railroads and a“few billion dollars invested in manufacturing..

The nation of 1878 had pressed to the Pacific and was produc=
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ing a groat mass of steel. It had the finest railway aystem

in the world and had invested billions in manufacturing.

The Civll War had tended to breesk down the natlon’s
economic dependence upon Burops. American industries wers
beginning to work behind a high tariff wall to produce many
of theo products which they had originally imported from the
0l1ld World. Internstlional conflicts which culminated in the
Franco-Prussian War (1870-1871) worked to the benefit of
American tradee

The Clvil War had pgiven the business giants, Rockefeller,
Armour, and others, the capital whiech they needed to undertake
lerge-scale businesses. And these endeavors, invelving a
concentration of capital, tended to large-scale standardiza-
tion. There were also many new "insurance companies, many
of them speculative ventures with insufficlent capltal,
incompetent management and a shocking lnattention to sound
actuarial prineiplos.tll

For the first time American msnufacturers ccmbined in
large numbers to send agents to Europe to stlmulate emigration.
The Bpitish, Irish, and German immigration continued to be
the heaviest. But there was a2 surprising increase in the
number of Italians from Sicily and Naples.

A concerted movement for shorter working hours and
better pay gave impetus to tha organization of trade unions

powerful enough to call an effective strike. Along with this

1lrbiad, s Pe l.l-?n
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it should be observed that prices“througnout the natlon had
remalned at a high level after the war, and that the year
1867 was one of marked prosperity.l?

A thrust ol settlement into ths West set off & series of
wars with the Indiansa, Bubt, by 1878, the plains of the
United 3tates wore ovorflowing with cattle ranchers., With
tho invontlon of refrigeration 1t was now possidble to ship
large quantitiss of Tresh meat to the larger industrial
ssctions of the Bast, An American meat-packing business was
developling upon an international scale. Citiss were gzrowing
in the Wests Lincoln, Nebraske, and Wichita, Kansas, were
nonexlstent when Grantts administration began but were buste
ling towns when 1t ended, Josso Jomes had visited the Xanses
City Falr on September 26, 1872, and essaped with $10,000
in zgate moneya

The National Grango, Patrons of Husbandry was founded
in 1367 by & few government employees in Washinzton, led by
Q¢ He Koelley and William Saunderse.

These men had been impressed by the complalnts of

poverty, deprossion and injustice reaching the govern=

ment from every farming region and by the need for some
egency of reliefs It occcurred to them that a scerot

;zgg?%gation. like the 0dd Fellows, might accomplish

By 1873 they had successfully organized over eight thousand
four hundred branches. And, by the spring of 187k, there

12!b1d03 Pe 160‘
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were mors then one million five hundred thousand members in
e2lmost fifteon thousand local granges.ll

The straongth of the Grange centered in the Klddle West
and the South., Hastern farmers seonmed to hold back from an
organization tesming with men whom they knew as menacing
rivals.

Yot the organlization was in the fullest sonse natlonal,

and by the ond of 1873 only four states wers unrepre=-

sented. One of the proudost boasts was thot 1t admitted

women to full membership, and this was one of the

features which did most to give the granges vitality.15

Crange leaders oemphatically denied all intentions for
using tho organization to political onds. Their objectives
were broadly stated: to improve living conditions for
Tarmersa; to increase crop production,; and to improve the
{inancial situation with which farmers hed to deal. "But
chief amongz their purposes stood the legislative regulation
of freizht charges and the promection of cooperative effort.“16

The Grange bullt its own factories for meking farm
implemonts, bullt its own grain elevators, and organized
g fairly all=inclusive cooperative system for the benefit
of those who belonged. In 1872 Montgomery Werd & Company
openod its first mall-order house in Chicago "to mset the

wants of the Patrons of Husbandry.":7

lhirpia,
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A flere-up in political intorests on the part of local
granges led to the day when "it was poaslble to point to
independent agrarian parties in nine prairie states and
in Orogon and california."la And 1t soon became possible to
speak in terus of a "farmerts revolit.”

It mavked a new phase in the old clash between the

Tronticr and the Zastern capitalists; it had proved that

the egriculiural interest of the nation could organize

toc make themselves respected, The axmbattlad wheat

growers contributed powerfully to a much needed moclal=

jcation of politics just after the war; men had been
congorned with governmental and constitutional gqueations,
and 1% was necessary to bring occonomic and socizl issues
toc the front. The farmer's new measurses, however erratic,
showed an instinctive sense for a real and half=hidden
poril to the nation in the growth of corrupting monopolies.

e » o Tho rovolt helped to develop a class consclousness

anong larmers, to dilrect attenticon to such economic evils

as the erop=lien system, and to implant the idea that
legisiation might be & wvaluable weapon sgainst poverty
end injustice.l9 _

In 1870 Hew York CGity had a population of nearly one
million. The 0ld Xnickerbockers; proud of their lineage,
gulture end wealth, hold themselves aloof, The parvenus
were quick to step In end to make themselves noticeable at
ths opersa, Welleck'!s and the classical concerts of Theodore
Thomass 4nd the latier» were usually the ones to bulld the
finest brownestone palaces on FPifth Avenue.20

A noticeable zeel for humanitarian pursult was apperant

aftor 1865, The idealistic enorgy which had formorly been

181.01(1 e Do 175 s
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largely absorbed by the antislavery cause was now free to
expross itself in solicitude for the poor, the dofective
and the defenselesa., It took a number of forms: Clara
Barton worked in behalf of the Red Cross; the Natlional
Assoclatlion for Woman Suffrage came into belng; the liomen's
Ghristien Temperance Unlion was orzganized; and Henry Bergh
started a movement for the protection of dumb beasts. It
was a2t this time too, in 187h, that the Chauteuqua movement:
was founded to promete the training of Sunday School teachers.
Bubt it soon became a lyceum program; designed to broaden the
nationt's cultural outlook. .

ind while America was beglinning to become "modern,®

e o« o the home was atill the center of middle-class
femily 1life, and parents did not hold with teo much
®eaddings sbout™ by thsir offspring. The whitecollar
elass end some workers lived in framo houses and strove
carnestly to meet the payments on the mortgage, for the
ownership of property was the badge of respectability.
e« o o The Gilded Age saw o gradual edging away frgT the
standards that hod boen set by the Victorian Age.

213&16.‘!’1!1, Ohe C Ges Do 1]-30.




CHAPTER IV
THE RISE OF THE CITY, 1878-1898

This chapter deals wlth the deocade of the ninetieoge=
the decade wvhich Henry Steele Commager has called "the water-

shed of Americen history.®

As with all vwatershods the topozraphy is blurred; but
in the perspective of nalf a century tho grand oute
linos emerge clearly. On the one side liss an America
predoninantly agricultural; concerned with domestic
problems, confornlng, intellectually at loast, to the
political, oconomic, and moral principles inhorited
from the soventeenth and eighteenth centurieg=-an
America s8%ill in the meking, physlcally and socially;
an America on the whole self=confident; sslf=contained
gelferellont, and conscious of' its unique character
and of a unique destiny. On the other side lies the
modorn America, predominantly urban and industrielj
inextricably involved in world economy end politics;
troubled with the problems tnat had lonz been thought
peculiar to tho 01d ¥World; expericncing profound changes
in population, scelal inatitutions, econcmy, and teche=
nology; anéd trying to accommodate its tradlitional
inatitutions and habits of thought o conditions new
and in part aliom.t

The student of American history will rceall that These
were the deys of Presidents Hayes, Garfield,; Arthur, Gleveland,
Harrison, and McKinleye. The period leads up to the Spanish
American Wer in 1898. In 1378, the first commercial telephone
exchange had been opened in New Heven, Coanmscticut. In 1879,
Fo We Woolworth opened his first "dime store.” In 1882,

Robert Koch, in Berlin, discovered tuberculosis germs and

lpenry Steele Commager, The American Mind, An Interpreta-
tion of American Thourht and Gharacter Since 8807s Elew
Haven: Yele Univers Tess, Oel1050)s De Lle
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the French began the Canal in Paname, In 1883, the Brooklyn
Bridge wes openode In 1885, Baltimore boasted that 1t had
the first electric street rallway in the Unlted States, The
Haymorket Square riot, labor's battle for an eight-hour day,
took place in Chieego in 1886, And, in that same year, the
Apache Indlan leader, Geronimo, was captured, and the Federa=
tion of Organized Trades and Labor TUnions, the later American
Pederation of Lebor; was formod in Pittsburgh. In 1889,
Johnatown, Pennsylvania, suffered a terrible flood, In 1893,
the civilized world, Insofar as it sould, met in Chicsgo for
the columbian‘ﬁxﬁosition. Presgsident Cleveland called out
foderal troups to stop the Pullman Strike in Chiecageo in 189l,
The first wirecless patent was granted to Marconi by Great
Britain in 1896, And, the Curies and Bemont discovered radium
in Paris in 1898, These significant dates help recall the
spirit of the times.2

When discussing the pericd, Arthur Meier Schlesinger
centered his thoughts on such ideas as "the great West,™
Tthe lure of the city,” "the American woman," "the renals-
sence in letters and arts," Ythe pursult of happiness,™ "the
changing church,” end "Fin De Sidécle."3

By 1878 there were only thirtyesight stetes in the Union,

2rhe dates mey bo found In, The World Almensc and Book
of Fects for 1954, Harry Hansen, edLltor (New York: New York
World-Telegrom and The Sun, c.155}), pr. 129-70.

3arthur Heier Schlesinger, The Rise of the Gity (New
York: The ¥Macmillan Company, ;.19335. soleocted chapter titles.
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A great part of the West had still not organized itself into
gtates, Bubt four sections=-North and South Dekota, liontena,
and Washington-=-ontered the Union as States in 1889. Idaho
and Wyoning becume Stetes in 1890, And Utah entered the
Union in 13896.

The small farm was stlll the typlecal unit of cultivation
in the agriculbtural reglons in 1878. But this system was

aoon

e o o threatened by a spectecular new developmont in

agrlcultural managemont,s Thils was the bonanza farm.

e s o By the early eighties scores of gresai tracts of .

from flvo thousand o a2 hundred thousand acres in

Kansas, Delkota,; fiinnosota, Texas and Salifornia had

gravitated into the hands of lndividuals or companies,

many of them absentee owners.h
The world of frult growsrs entered 2 new era when Luther
Burbank established his nursery at Santa Rosa, CGalifornia,
inl ?75 »

The city had always offered a certain attraction to
farmers==gspeciaelly the more restless and adventurous. And
the contrast between the two ways of livingee-ihe rural and
the wrbane-=became more apparent in these days. People of
formor decades had been eware of some of the "drawbacks" of
life on the farme But they had endured the isolation and
loneliness. Now, however, towns and cities increessed in
number and importance. And the farmer's sense of lonelincss

was sharpened by the faet that a more exciting tomm life was

not many mlles away.

b1bid., pe Lle
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How the advent of the railroads and the lowered cost of
manufactures led the farmer to buy over the store counter
or through the mail-order catalo multifarious articles
whlch he had onse made for himself, With no apparent
reduction in the amount of labor, theo kinds of tasks
were fewer and often loss appealing to his special inter-
eats and aptitudes. In contrast ths oity offered both
betier business openings and a grsater chance for cone
gonial work.5

It was during the nlineteem=eighties that large towns
and citlea developed in the HMiddle West, Many of the people
had come from forelgn countrles, especially Germany and the
Scandinavian lands. The following quotations show that by
1890 a good portion of the citizenry was living in oitles
and making more money there.

Through the nation in general every third American in

1890 was an urban dwellor, living in a town of four

thousand or more Iinhabltants ¢« « ¢« ¢« The most careful

contemporary student of the subject estimated that in

1890 the average wealth of famlilies in the rural dise -

tricts did not exceed $3,250 whilg the average wealth

of city families was over $9,000,

"Phe urban world" had tended toward standardization.
Clothing factories produced the same patterns in dress for
neny people. People ate bread made by & "standard recipe"
end baked in a "gtandardized pan." And the telephone did
1ts bit to carry ideas from gities into neighdboring regions.
But standardization did not always mean higher standarda.
The smaller towns sometimes imitated the decisions which
bilgger towns had made to meet the necessities of thelr own

requirementa.

5!2“-' Pe TO0e
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What moat impressed tho historical studeont is the lack
of unity, balance, planfulneas, in tho advenescs that
wero m2de. Urban progress was experimental, umeven,
often zccldental: the people were, as yot; groping in
the dar¥X, A later generatlon, taking stock of the
past and profiting by ite mistakes, would explore the
possibilitvties of ordered clity plamming, not only in the
inGerest ol material welfaro snd communlty health but
also with an oye for beaubificatione?

"The Amsrican woman™ had more leisurse=time on her hands.
Tho invention of new housshold gedgets and mechanlcal aids
had cut down the Uime she had %o spend at the sswing machine
and in tho kitchen, And it was during thsse days that the
membershlp of tThe average household steadlly shrank, By
1360 the mest usual size was four momherss By 1900 it was
only threc.s And,

e » » the emoncipation of woman made divorce fairly

eagy by 1890, though it was not exactly respectabls for

another generation; the accusation was made that womon

were lecs stable, but perhaps it is closer to tas truth

to say that 5hey refused bto suffer in patience as their
mothora had.

"The pursult of happiness” meant a "boom in fraternalism,."

But for those who could not alfford meubership in a lodge

there might bs "wet"” interests.

The strains and stresses of existonce made the ordinary
mon seek solace in the flowing ocup after a hard weorkday.
s o s« The immigzrent horde found no reason to surrsnder
eherished folk customs in = land of freedom » ¢ o » The
saloon with its free lunch and rough soclabillty took
the place which the lodge and the club filled in the

TIbide, Ps 120,
sIbido 92 Pe 136.
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lives of those highor up in the social scale.l0
As nany Anoricans prepared to live through "the end
contury®-=to them the most glorious century of cll timege=
mey have noticed

e » o the most striking political phenomenon of the
times; the exaltation of netional et the expense of
stoto POWEr o o o o It was due « « ¢ to a new sentiment
of national unity which began to tide through American
1life az soon as Lee's surrender determined that ths
United States was to remain a geographle entity. Its
force was increascd by a noteble growth of business

and cepitael across statoc borders and the multiplylng
contacts resulting from improved mesns of travel and
communicetion. By the 1880%'s it was rushing at full
torrent through all the channels of American thought
and action. One of the most impressive spontaneous
manlifostations of the new spirit was the Vesuvian
encrgy which went into the formation of veluntary nation-
wide bodies, not only of trade unionists and business
rienn but 2lso « « «» 0Of scholars, sclentists, artists,
professicnel men,; soclal and pollitical reformers, sports
lovers ond mombers of socret fraternal orders. Hothing
egueling it had been known befors in America or anywhere
clse in the world.ll

1030111381!1861" Op. eltes Ps 35’-‘-.
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CHAPTER V
THE QUEST FOR SOCIAL JUSTICE, 1898-191)

To many thoughtful men in the opening ycars of the

twentlieth century it secomed that America in making

her fortun® was in peril of losing her soul. Whab

had become of that precious concern of the Fathers,

the "genoral welfere,” whon affairs of farereaching

soclal signiflcance were settled outside legislative

halls by contests between blg business and little

business; between cepitel and labor, between_urban

business interosts and the embettled farmer?

Harold Underwood Faulkner has labelled the period of
1392 to 191k, "The Quest for Soclel Justice." It was during
this period that the last three States were admitted to the
Union, bringing the totel to the presont forty-eight.
{Okxlahoma entered in 1907. And New lMexlco and Arizona became
Statesa in 1912.) The following dates bring to mind some of
the significant events at the turn of the century. In 1900,
Carry Wation, the Kansas anti-saloon agitator, began raiding
bars with a hatchete In 1901; President McXinley was shot
while attonding tho PaneAmerican Exposition in Buffalo.
Henry Ford orgenized the Ford MNotor Company in 1903, And
Orville Werizght made ths first successful airplane flight in
that same year. In 190h, New York City opened its first
‘subway end Ste. Louls entertained the nation at its Loulsiena

Purchase Exposition. Admiral Robert E. Peary reachsd the

1Hn'old Underwood Faulkners The st for Scclal Justice
(New York: The Kacmillian Company, C. s De Ule
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Lorth Pole in 1909. The Prosidonts at the time were William
MeKinloy, Theodore Roosevslt, William Taft, and Woodrow Wilson.2

Faullimer devoted his book to such aspects of early
twontieth cenbury life as "big business grows bigger," "the
decline of Laissez Falirs," "the rovolution in transporiation,®
Tahildrents rights,” and "the people at play.”

The generation of Americans, starting with ths Spanish
Amorican War, witnessed the hammering blows of tTho Huckrakers.
It saw orzanized labor grow moreo end more powerful in its
program of bottoring conditions for the wapge-sarner, It
gorked to bring twentyefive indictments and eighteen bills
in equity ageinst big business trusts during Theodore Rooso=-
volt's administration. And it helped orgeanize systems for
eliminating waste of 1life in indusiry and food adulteration.
Womon marched on for political and economic equality. Psople
boocame more and more interested in sports. And the growing
populerity of the aubtomobilo restored outdoor 1life to many
urban dwellers, But, "the groat task of the generation was
to put the nationel house in order.®3

What had been seid about a few farmers and women of the
previous genoration eculd be said ebout the meny now. For,

e o o there were foew « « « formers who could not afford

spring buggies, upholstored furniture, a telephone and
cven a piano. Though the thousands of wvillages sirung

2pne dates mey be found in, The World Almanac and Book of
Faets for 195k, Harry Hanaens editor {Hew York: How York world=

TeIegr?ﬁ' he Sun, 50195’]- » DPe 129-70-
3?&1113{1161'9 Ope _G_!-_E- s Do xvii.




L3

along the railroads might each contain but 2 single

ganeral store, a post offlce, a schoolhouss, a church

and the inevitable "Palaco Hotel," all fecing the

single sitreet like soldlers on dress parade, the near=by

farmor was no longer cut off from the world. Botter

roadsy better troin servico, the spreading routes of

rural froe delivery and, lator, the automoblle increased

his moblliity end his contacitse The womsn fowund time for

sewing clrecles and even litsrary socistics; while many

of' the sccond generation had college diplomas to h

on the wall, Dut abowve all thers waa ? new spirit of

optimism and confidonce in the futuro.t:

Most of tlw newcomers to the ¢ity in those days were
from foreign countries. "But carsful estimates indicate
that over three million people moved from rural to urban
districts during the Tirst decado of the contury."> This
was merely a continuation of the trend from previocus decadese.
Pui, behind 3¢ is the fact too that fewor men were needed
on the farms when new, labore-saving, agricultural implements
mode thelir debute As has boon ncted in the previous chapter,
the more cmbitious and able-minded mon tended to be tho first
to move to the citye "Sociologists saw in the situation not
alone & numerical depletion, but & physical ané moral decline
which boded 111l for the future of the sountryslde as the better
stocle movod oute."® The fronticr hed formerly-=before the
completion of the continental raillroadse=had a great influsnce
upon the nation. That "distinctive frontier iInfluence,” as

Froderic L. Paxson said, had undergone "transmutation into

hLﬁ-p DPe _5"6-
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agrarien influence."7 But the wockened agriculturel olement
in the society, plus the demands of the rest of the world,
made it possible for industry to have the dominating influence
upon tho natlion.

The birih rate of the American family continued to decline.
This was especlally noticeable =mong the "better® ranks of
the native Amerlcan stock. "That & growing number of city
apertmente found 1¥ possiblo to cater exclusively to childe
lcss couplos was a significant sign of the times."® Parents
were feced with the Lfinencial responsibllisty of giving their
famllies a higher standard of living. Wage-sarning fathsra
eould not guarantee that thelir sons would find readyemade
jobs when the labor maerket was flooded by a large influx of
imnligsrantse And other reasonge=suchh as the fashion of the
daye<have besn advanced to explain the smaller size of the
averaze American familye.

The nation was emerging from a period of sconomic unrest
which had but recently culminated in the ecampaign of 1896,
America had been bhlessed with innumerable economic resources
and opportunitles. Buby

e o o Bcoording to a study made in 1890, seven-eighths

of the families held but one eighth ol the wealth, while

one pe¥ cent of the people owned more than the remaining
ninoty=-nine.?

TFrederie Le. Paxson, History of the American Frontisr,
1763-1893 (New Yorks: Hbuéﬁﬁﬁiﬁ%iffiin Companys GelU2L)s Pe 5736
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And,

» o e in & nation boasting the most widespread syatem of
free education in the world, the census of 1900 found
over six million. illitorates. On the one hend was an
idealism and humanitarianism which led millioneires to
lavish eondowaents upon educational and charltable instie
tutionss on the other, & carclessness of 1ifo which put
America bshind all eivilized nations in the number of
unnecessary Industrial ececldents. In no nation was the
status of the women hizher or the lot of the child better,
yvet soclal legislation respecting women was far behind
that of other progresslve nations and ehild labor exlated
wder conditions too horrible tobelieve. Yet, at a
time when the successful business man reprosented the
Amorican 1desl and tho people secemed lost in & scramble
for wealth; the nation was glrding iltsell for a mighty
drive against special privilege and for an attempt to
achiove some degree of social justice.lO

By 1598 fthe American Federation of Labor was firmly
established, From that year until 1905 "the membership
inereased from 278,000 to 1,676,000.,"11 In its quest for
soeial justice it followed the policlies of old-fashioned
trade unionism, aveiding party polltiecs and redical prograns.

Bfforts wors made to improvo ithe status of the American
Indisne The Fedoral Government, by the Dewes Act of 10887,
had sought to make a gradual break with the reservation
systenn and to make the Indian economically independent. But
"many of the individusls who wore thus granted citizenship
sbused their new=found liberty by drinking to excess and
selling their votes to umscrupulous white politicians,"i2

101h1d., Pe 26.
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In its quest for fuller justice the Government adopted
some outstanding democratic innovations, namely, tho initlative,
the rofereondum, the recall, the primary aystem, woman suffrage,
and the popular election of United States sonators. MSocial
Justice,” in all its ramifisations, was the vogue of the daye
And meny of the growing fraternal organizations were under

the spell of wenting to bring soclal advantages to men.




CHAPTER VI
SOCIAL HISTORIAWS ACCOUNT FOR THE RISE

The perlod of 1865 to 1910 had been one of tranaition.
Rapidly changing social conditions increzsed for multitudes
of individuals the sense of insecurity. And it was in this
poricd of troneition that there was a "golden age of fraternal
ordersa,”
The city had acted like a magnet to draw ths adventurous
and the lmpatient. And,
s o o 08 Was to be expected, membershlp was greatest in
the urbanized seetions of the sountry notwithstanding
tho onergy with which the Hegroes of the South aped
thelr white brethren and the increas interest of
Weastern farmers in lodpge activitieset’
Arthur licier Schlesinger saw the twenty yeers of history after
1878 in terms of the rise of the city. And ho explained the
rise of fraternel organizations in the same terms. MHe thought
that wban dwellers set their minds to organizing social groups
in order to win back for themselves ""the spontansous friendlie
ness of small rural towms."2 Why? Because human beings
need fraternityl

The soecial historien works with at least two basic

hypotheses. First; human belngs have needs; and fraternal

larthur Meier Schlesinger, The Rise of the City (New
Yorks The Maemillan Company,; c«1933)s De 200

Zlbid. 9 DPe 288,
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organizations are formed "to satisfy deep human oravings.®3
Second,

e o o Lhe dovslopment of contemporary secret societles

is charactorized by certein resemblances, and «

Eﬁgggr;iziizﬂigie;azggr;:.Tarkad as Lo constitute ;alrly
20, apart from a few irreguler suggestions, the social
kistorian has explained ths "boom in fraternalisn® as a2 rather
milorm development which satisfied the inmate requirements of
the nineteenth century Amorican man.

The excopitions to the rule are these: Gabrisl mentioned
that "some [of the new organizations] were promotion schemes
to enrich thelr organizors."® Hannah remarked that the HMasonic
increase afbter the Civil War was greaitly due to the remarﬁable
leadership of Albert Plke, Grand Commender of the Southern
Jurisdiction after 18h5.6 And Gist found that a few of the
soceret sociletics had come into existence by "schismatic

difforentiction.” By that he meent:

Hot infregquently have fraternal orders besen torn by
internal dissensions which have culminated in the

3Rolph Henry Gabriel, The Course of Ameriecan Demooratic
Phought, edited by Robert O Binkloy (New York: The Ronald
Pross Gompanys c.1940); pe 190.

hHoel P. Glat, "Seoret Societies: A Cultural Study of
Froternalism in the Unlted States,® The University of iissouri
olumbias ﬁS

Studies, A gium-tarlg of Researeh, XV (C : iversity of
EISSOW;.. Octe 1lg 3 .57’ II.
S5gabriel, ope cltes Pe 190.
Swalton Hannah ghristlan Ly Degrees, Nasonis Relizio
o oF FLIth (Pt Augastine

Revealed in tha 1Eht O Augustine Press,
B‘mm,. Pe




5l

compleote secession of disgruntled and dissatlafied
olomoents.

& professlonal paychologist or sociologlst could no doubt
oxpress these explanations in terms of humen needs For that
is what the professiocnel social historien has tended to doe

Tha historians suggzest that nizny mon found in their
fraternities a satisfaction of thelr need for religion. Others
found financial security; frieonds, respectebility, and/or a
way to apend leisure-time and to develop the *full 1life.”
This chapter will discuss each "satisfaction” in turne And
the thesis will conclude by presenting Foster Rhea Dulles®

suzzesbtion that Americe was learaning to playe.
Traditional Churches Were Mot Heoebing the Needs of the Day

It has already been observad that many of the larger
cities hod more lodge bulldings than churshes, during the
days of the fraternsl "boom."8 And it is possible to agree
with Gabriel when he says that the new {raternal sosieties
"were essentially religilous orgenizations.®® The study of the
constitutions of some of the organizations has indicated as
muche So, the fraternal organizations arose to satisiy manfa
nood for organizéd roligion, Why that? Bocause the traditional
churches weré apparontly not meeting the needs of the daye.

70’181}, OBe 9_1_15.-3 Pe ’.}6.
8396’ Chapter I; P 9-
Y0cabriel, ope glt.s pe 191,
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Fergus Macdonald, & Roman Catholic historian, declared
that traditional churches wers at fault. But he did not
inelude his own cormunion among tho accused. He sald:

Where organized religlon divorced belief from good worlks,
cccult groups furnished a rationalistlc basis for beneve
clences. The rejecctlion of religious ceremonial and
symbolism by meny forms of Protestantism ereated a
psychologlical void which the seecret societios were able
to £111,10

And agains

The feilure of fundamentalist Protestentism to practice
good worka as a requlsiteo for salvation, in addition to
the extrome individualism of Protestantism, had had
soricus effects. The social gospel hed not yet arisen
snong the none=Catholic groups and tho state had not yet
undortaken rosponsibility for any great measurs of social
alloviation, The diminished importance of good works
amonz ihe Protestants and the feilure of the state to
practice anything but the mocat urgent kind of humanitar=-
lanisn left e wide field for any benovolont groups.
Therafore, it was not at a2ll surprising that popularity
should be the rewerd for any such agency as would under=
take to perform "good works." It would seem that that
accounted to & considerable extent for the sprsasd of
such secret societies as the 0dd Fellows,ll

Macdonald has reason to point an acocusing finger at
nineteonth century Protestantism--and at the state. But,
while acknowledging the great inerease In fraternal orders,
he had said:

A siznificant feature of this incrocase was that it was

hoaviest in the great urban centors whers the majority
of Catholics wore concentrated,l2

10porzus Hacdonald, The Gatholie Chureh and the Seeret
Socictles gn the United.SFEEés ow Yorks The uUnite ates
Catholle Historical Society, €e19146); pe le

111b;d. 9 De 9.
121114.5 pe 7.
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Why 414 not the nineteenth century man satisfy his religious
needs in the large, Roman Catholic, urban parishes? It would
seem that all the churches were [ailing to meet the needs of
the day.
As to the type of religion which the fratermal groups
fostored:
e o o [1tl was usually neither Protestantism nor
Catholicism, thouzh the traditional doctrines of either
might be accorded a formal defersnce. Thelrs was the
type of relipion of which Franeis E. Abbot spoke in the
pages of the Index when he insisted that religion is
nothing more than mants ef'fort te perfect himself and
that 1t spring from that elemeni of universality in
human nature maeking all peoples ones The post-Appomattox

fratornalism expresssed In social organizations iga mood
and the ideals of Abbot's religion of humanity.

Life and Death Benefits

If a man had found his religzion in a church, end if
further inducement wero needed for joining a fraternal
organization, it was supplied by the provision made by moat
societiocs for benefits in time of 1life or desath., That is,
some men Jjoined the societles f'or busineas or soclal reasonsj
and others sought sickness and death benefits. The following
quotations show that the social historians made these
observations.

The middle end latter pert of the nineteenth century

witnessed tho establishmont of numerous . « e 86cret

societies which emphasized economic benefits for the
momberse Ll

13Gabr1°1‘_°_2. _c.uo:o' Pe 191.
1""6‘1!3. OD. _0._1_'503 Pe 39.
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In this period of transition the rapldity of social
change inereased for multitudes of individuals the
sonse and fact of insecurity. TFraternal ordera offered
2 1limlted protection of their members in the form of
inswrance or mutual ald of obhor kinds.l

(The organizors of the Grange] hoped it could do some=
thing to aid the farmers through various cooperative

activifties ¢ » ¢« o The Patrons of Husbandry were fully
ambarked on a broad program of agrleunltural education,

sooperative buying and selling, and political activity.ld

liany men Joined the orders for the sake of the sicimess
and death benefits they provided, which were the nominal
purpose of their being Lformed; others took out membor=
ship becnuse they lfelt it advlisable for business or to
make useful social contacts.l

&n Insatiable Desire to Joln Something

Aloxis de Tocqueville is said to have characterized

Amorica as a nation of " joiners.™ And the hisbtorians are

willing to put a second to the idea.

Schlesinger declared thaet "America possessed more secrat

socletlies and a larger number of ?joinerst than all other

nations.”18 He felt that thils was a healthy situation as

long as it reflected man's confrontation with needs, eapecially

the urban dweller'’s noed for having "the spontanscus friende-

liness of small rural towns."19

15gebriel, op. gltes Po 190,
16poster Rhea Dulles, America Learns to Play (New Yorks

De Appleton-Century Company, inces; Ce1940)s P .

17;b1d., Pe 2550

1850hlesingers Op. oite, De 290s
19151&-, p. 288,
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Dulles said that “"many « « o organizations were witness
to the national love for Jolinlng somothing, « « ¢ It was the
urge to be accepted as one of the orowd."20 uen zcught the
satiefaction of knowing that they were wanted and accepted
by their fsllow-meon,

And, Faulknor dilasgnosed the existenee of nsw social,
clvie, and luncheon c¢lubs, namely the Rotary Club, as evidensce
of Amerilcals Winsatiable desirs to join something."2l Hen
merely wanted Uc associate with friends from their own and

other business establishments in thes citye.
Romantle Escape from a Drab Life

The same historianse-eDulles, Faullmer, Gabriel, Gist,
end Schlesinger-«joined thelr wvoices sgein to say that a
number of the fraternal orgsnizations offered "a romantiec
oseape from a drab 1ife."22 At its best this meant that
middle-class "nobodies” were £inding in the fraternities that
rospectability and sense of importance whiéh every man needs
to continue his daily struggle in 1life, At 1ts worst,; it
was a rathor juvenile and ridiculous parody on life.

Considering the "escape” at its beat, Schlesingor sald:

o o o the romantie opportunity to posture before a

ZOD?JJ.J.B’ OPe &Els PPe 255-60

2lHarold Underwood Faulkner, The Quest for Socisl Justice

(Mow York: The Hasmlllan Company,; Cedl » De 305
zaIbido’ Pe 306.
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myatic brotherhood in all the glory of robe, plume and
sword rostorod a senso of solfe-importance bruised by
the anonymity of 1ife amidst groat crowds.23

And teking 1t at 1ts worst, he said:

Thoe nomenclature of fraternclism will doubtless some
day offer interesting materisl Tor the student of
supprossed desires and wishful thinking, but to one of
less imaginetive ondowment there seecms little enough
in common among such nuames as the Knights and Ladies
of' the Goldon Rule, the Royal Soclety of Good Fellows,
tho Modera Vicodmen of America, the Americen Order of
Druids, the 0Owls, the Prudent Patriciagﬂ of Pompeil
and the GConcatenated Order of Hoo=HOO.

Feulkner suggested,; but did not make, & definitc state-
mont on this lssue.

Whethor it was the desire for a romantic as8spe from

the drabness of 1196 o« ¢ o s the ambition of little men

to play big roles in a smell organisation; the childish

desire to parade in faney uniforms or the hope of

business or professional advancemente=swhatevsr the causes;

fraternal organizations eontinued to oceupy a_large

place in the overyday life of many Americanse2

Gist piletured the more exelusive fraternities in the
form of a pyremide. The neophytes stand on tho bass of the
pyranid, And the more advanced mombers are sested on higher
stratas He saw thet this stratificatlion can produce a
valuable esprit de corps and give all a respectable place in
the sceial order,

[Even the highest positions] are open to those who

possess the proper qualities and who by dint of persove

orancoe have shown themselves capable of "rising from

the renks.? The higher degrees, then, become an impore-
tant goal whose attainment moana added prestige for

23sehlesingor, ope cit., ppe 288-9.

Zth:ld., Pe 289.
25Faullmer. 220 Ei_.t-.. Po 305.
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those who achleve it with a gquickening of the 8ompetit1ve
process for those who aspire to such heights.2

(tist has also attributed the development of certain
societics to "nationalistlic sentiments."27 The heavy immigra=
tlon of Irishe-Cetholics, for exemple, resulted in conflicts
rith thorough-golng American Protestanta and spurred them on
to form the Know Nothing Partye And the Ku Xlux XKlan was
committed to a simlilor philosophy of "one hundred per cent
Americanism."28 Members of these groups felt that Roman
Catholic immigrants end Hegroes placed in jeopardy their own
respoctablility and positions in socioty.

(rabricl added his voice to sing the same molody.

Lmonyg the membera of the colored race ths devolopment
of secret orders suggests the importance of fraternity
es compensation for a position of social inferiority.

In his working hours the colored ciltizsn might be an
ash man or a domestic servant, but at night as a
worshlpful grand meater his spirit was supported by
sash and epaulets. Among immigrant groups fraternal
orders assisted individuals to hold fast to thelr native
culture and helped to satisfy the nostalgic longings of
atrangers in a2 foreign land. To tho lowepaid white
collar class arising in the new citles secret sccleties
offered escepe firom the drabness of 1life chained to the
routine of the counter. For the bank clerk or the
bookkeeper the doors which swvung only when the password
was spoken, opened upon 2 world of romance,; a never=nover
land in which ideals became realities and men were i
brothera,.

25Gist, oDe gites Pe O7e
27_1_9.5_-9.-0 Pe 35,

201n1d., p. 25.
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Dulles found that "butchors and bakers and candlestick
makers" were metamorphosed into kings on lodme night] He may
have spocken withetonguoeine-check-evie donft knoweebut his
statement is a fins example of colorful, English, prosc.

Tho olaborate ceremony and ritual of the lodge, with

its secrot grips and passwords; the colorful regalia

of the officersy tho grandiloquent titles and forms of
address, provided such a striking contrast to workshop
or factory, tc the dull level of so much home 1life, that
thelr appeal could hardly be withstood. Thers were sc
fow other ways to forget the cares of trade or businesge=
no movies or radic to create an even more fantastic land
of never=ngver. Any one might find himself a Most
Illustrious CGrand Potentate, Supreme Kahall jah, or liost
Worthy snd Illiustrlous Imperilal Prince on lodge nighte.
In porgeous rohes of state, jeweled collars, imposing
helmets or high-crowned fezses, carrying the swords,
lances, and axes that constituted the impressive symbols
of their office,; butchers and bakers and candlestick
makers strutted for & brisf hour before a worshiping
audlence of Knights and Nobles, Nomads and RamSe=some=
times Daughters of Isis or Pythian Sisterseein all the
magnificonce of the borrowsd plumes of mystio imagerye.
The lodges had become e national vica, a contemporary
critic wrote in the Atlantic ¥onthlys; a contributor to
the Century found- them the great Amerilcan safetyhvalve.3°

For Relaxation and Culture

Dullest deseriptiona of the recreaticnel activities of
the rural people shows that the school=house socials and
the Fourth of -July celebrations woro excelled by nothing bub
tho socicl ectivities of the Hational Grenge. The Grange
meoting had beceme the principal social gathering of the farm
community. The women, being full members, got much of the
credit for this toos Their basket lunches and cold friled

30911113!’ ODe _O_uo’ PDle 255-60
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chicken gave a certain vitality to Granger socials and picrnics
which all-male societies often lacked. The fzrm people, at
leasgt; relaxed and hod a good time when they went to Grange.
Andy; to a certaln extent,; this was true for other farm
organizations %oo.

In Iowa an Anti-Horse Thisf Association, having largely

succeceded in its goal of affording protoction for its

membera? llive stock, concerned 1itself with the lighter
slde of life., PBut the OGrange was the sccial leader,

It undertook to organize lectures and concerts; held

young pecplefs debates and spelling-bsos; promoted

singing-schoolgi and arranged evenings of genercl
entertainment,

The new clubs could not always restrict the bonefits
of theoir activities to their own members. NHor did they always
want to} O01ld Colonlal millitla companles were still mesting
and marching., And the citizenry sat on the side, watched
and relazmed, Barnum!s circus came to townj; and the people
played, The baseball leagues and sports clubs catered to
the reereational needs cf the people.

Fraternal orgenizations themselves flourished before
such leisure~time agencies as the moviea, radlo, daily nowse
papers, automoblles, and television bescame populer inventionse32
And the new socleties found that they could promote esprit
de corps by emphasizing recreational activities. Nineteenth
century convenlences had beogun to make such an emphasis

poasible, because the advent of some mochanical aids and labor=-

31l1bid.s PPe 275=T7e -

32gist Pound that these popular inventlons, in later years,
itended to undermine the fraternal system through their wide
appeal to the maases." 0Op. cit.; Pe Li3e
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saving devices gave tho average man more lelsure-time==tims
for play and timo to develop the "full iife.” 4aAnd, "for the
average porson no use of leisuro so well suited his taste
as that afforded by the ubiquitous fraternal orders.?33

The woman'!a world, as anothoer example, becams specklsed
with lelsure-time activities. The borderline between the
strictly recreational and the strictly cultural cannot always
be delfined,

Wio ladies haveo art clubs, book clubs, dramatlic eireles;
pottery clubs;® a contemporary wrote. "We have sewing
cireles, philanthropic essociatlons, scientific, literary;
religious,; athletic, musical and decorative art societies.”
e o o These clubs reprosented o conscious effort to £ill
the inecreasing lelisure that the mechine age was meking
available to the middle=class housewife. Her ordinary
worlk was greatly cut down by factory manufacture of things
formerly made in the home and by the introduction of
innumerable laboresaving devices., "Housse-keeping is
getting to be ready-mzde, as well as e¢lothing,™ one
magasine writer stated in 1887, While the men generally
had as long hours of work as they had had beflfore, thelr
wives found themselves with free afterncons which they
cculd devote to cutside activities. A zoalous pursuit

of culture, rather than pleasure; was the primary gcal

of the woman's club, but the lectures, rsading of

mneabers! papers; and discusslons over the tea=tables

fell within the vamuoe territory where the boundaries
between instruction and recreation can hardly be defined.3l

America Lzarns to Play

Fostor Rhea Dulles has written a history of popular ro=
eroation entitled; Americae Learns to Playe In thils work he
developed the thought that Amorica hes grown, slowly bub

3380hlesinger. Obe _GEQ, Pe 288,
3"'”3“110'. ODe 2’_-_2.’ Pe 257-
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8toadily, away from the Puritan idecls and restrictions of
1507 to the "sports for all" attitude of the present-day.
The first English colonists--mostly Anglicans end Puritang=-
lived "in deotestation of idlencss." The younger people had
been scolded for "daneing and frisking together" on the Pirst
Thanksgiving Day. John Lewis and Sarah Chapmaen had beon taken
into court for "sitting together on the Lord's Day, under an
apple troe in Coodmen Chaepman's Orchard.®35 But Appomattox
may be cited as the point at which "a changing soclety"
bepene And the "boom in fraternalism® had come with the
changing society.

lire Dullos found that two factors have had a continuing
influence upon recreational activity in America., First,
thore is an element of "inherent puritanism.”3® It had elways
frowned upon anything which might be labelled a "mispénse"
of time. But with "the emergence of modern America®” and
ghe rise of thoe eity,” the influence of colonial puritanism
was weakened. 8till, puritanism continued to have an effect
on the American tradition in recrsation. lien had more frae
time and they placed fewer restrictions on themselves in
their use of it.e But they did insist "that amusement should

at least moke some pretense of serving soclally useful ends,"37

351b3d., Do Be
361h1d., p. viii.
371b1d., pe 1ixe
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Businessmen joined fraternal organizations for business
reasons. Women's clubs emphasized thelr educational programs.
The middle-class worker was attracted to fraternal orders by
thelir sickness and death benefits,

The second factor which influenced the history of
recreation in America was

e o o the gredual tranaformation of our economy from the

simplicity of the agricultwmral era to the complexity

o’ the machine age. ::Ho fleld of human activity has

been more deeply affected by this change and the cone

comitant growth of citless Thé machine has greatly
increased the leisure of the laboring masses, and it

has at the same time made 1life less leisurely. The

traditional patterns of everyday living have been com=
pletely altered with an ever=growing need for play that
can offectively eompanggte for the intensity under which

e « o [men] must worl.

The fraternal organizatlion; with its soclal program, 1is
one of modern man's forms of popular reereation. If this
form of recreation may not be considered ideal, the question
is asked: What would the modern men be doing to meet some
of the problems of American 1life, iIf he did not have his

fraternal organizations?

381bid., p. ix.




APPENDIX A

DATE OF ORGANIZATION
OF FRATERNAL, CIVIC, PATRIOTIC, AND SOCIAL SOCIETIES
1850~1910

This 1list of fraternal, civie, patriotic, or social
societies, which weres organized between 1850 and 1910, is by
no means complete. These 213 organizations have been compiled
from Stetistics Fratornal Societies, 1951, and Theodore

Gracbner's, A Handbook of Organizations. Tho socleties with

one astorisk by their names do not furnish insurance as a
special feature. A 1ist of these societies may be found in
Statistics Fraternal Socloeties, 1951, pp. 221«3. The
socloLies with two asterisiks Dy their namee have been found
in A Handbook of Opganizations (c.1948). And,; the societies
without asterisks by thelir namoes were organized primarily

for insurance purposes. The latter may be found in Statistics
Fraternal Socletiea, 1951, pp. 25=0.

1851 #International Order of Good Templars

1853 #Junior Order United American Mechanice (National
Council)

132h Czechoslovak Soclety of America

18 LfUnion Ste Joseph du Canada

1861, #Xnights of Pythias

1867 #Hational Grange
Independent Order of St. Luke
Locomotive Engineers M. Le & Ae I Ao

1868 #Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks
Order of Railway Conductors
Catholic Family Life Insuranece
Anclent Order of TUnited Workmen
Benevolent Soeiety of California

1869 «#uDaughters of Rebekah
German Order of Harugari

1871 Free Sons of Israel
Mutual Benefit and Aid Society

1873 #Knights of the Golden Eagle
Artisans Order of Mutual Protecotion
Polish Roman Catholic Union
Brotherhood of Locomotlve F. & Ee

187} #lational Woman's Christian Temperance Union
Independent Order of Foresters

1875 #Sons and Daughters of Liberty

187 #The Imperial Council of Ancient Arabic Order of
Nobles of the Mystic Shrine



1876

1877

1802
1883

188L

1885
1882

1887
1888

1889
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#0rder of Eastern Star

United Order of the Colden Cross
Sons of Scotland Bensvolent Assoclation
Soelete des Artisans
Catholic Central Union
Ae O Ue We of Hinnosota
Catholic Knights off Amorica
Royal Arcanum
Western Catholic Union
#%0rder of Heptasophs; or Seven Wise len
Catholic Aid Assoclation
Order of Scottish Glams
Ao 0o TUe We of Washingbton
Ae Oo Ue We of Kanses
laagachusetts Catheclic Order of Foresters
Canadian Order of TForesbeira
C. Me Bo Ae of Canada
Polish Wational Alliance of U, Se. of He Ae
Unlty of Bohemian Ladies
#American Red Croas
#*Bons of Union Veterans of the Civil War
Grand Orange Lodge of Br, Amer,
Catholic Knights of St. George
Danish Brotherhood in Amerieca
Indepondent Order of Svithiod
Catholic Benevolent Legion
Enights of Columbus
iwWoodmen of the World Life Insurance Society
#Young Men's Institute
Baptist Life Association
Modern Woodmen of America
Catholic Order of Foresters
The Maccabees
Brotherhood of Railroad Trainmen
Royal League

#Aneient and Illustrious Order Enights of Halta

Sons of Englend Beneflt Society
Workmen's Benefit Fund
Catholie Knights of Wisconsin
Lithuanian Alliance of America
Protected Home Circle
Lithuenian Roman Catholic Alliance
Verhovay Fraternal Insurance Association
Independent Order of Brith Abraham
Reliable Life Insurance Society
New England Order of Protection
#Joyal Order of lMoose
Rakoezi Ald Assoclation
United Commercial Travelers
##0rder Sons of St. George
#Sons of the American Revolution
Ladies Auxiliery to Be of Re Re To
Czech Catholic Union of Texas

T — .
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1890

1891

1892

1893

189l

1895
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I. Do Bs S, 0of Galifornia

Loyal Association

LtUnion 8te Joseph de Drtvilie
##:0rder of United Commercial Travelers of America
#Daughtors off the American Revolution

Polish Union of Us. Se Of e A

National Slovek Soclety

Ladios Catholic Benevolent Association

Sons of Hermeann in Texas

Woodmen of World Life Insurance Soclety

Travoleors?! Protective Association

Woodmen of the World (Denver)

Standard Life Associstion

First Cetholic Slovak Tadiss? Union
#Daughters of Americe

Qrder of the Amaranth

Womenta Catholic Order of Foresters

Ue S. Letter Carriers! M. Be Association

Zivena Beneficial Soclety

Gatholic Knights of Ohio

Gaetholle Workman

wiGermnen Benefieial Union {Deutscher Unteratuetzungsbund)

#tSecurity Benefit Association
Greek Cathollc Union of U. S. Ae
Pirast datholic Slovak Union
Greator Beneficial Union of Pgh
Amsrican Life Insurance Association
Woman's Bencfit Associlation
Ae O Ue ¥We of Oklahoma
Scandinaviane-iAmericen Fraternity
Slovak ivangelical Un. Aug. Gonf,
Canadian Woodmen of the World
Pa. Slovak, R and G. Catholie Union
Union of French-Canadian Catholies
#prematic Order Knights of Khorassen
Ukreinlian Natlonal Association
Alianza Hispano=Americana
Ben Hur Life Association
Grand Cernlolian Slovek Catholic Union
Polish Roman Catholic Association
Croatian FPraternel Unlion of America
Gleaner Life Insurance Soclety
American Hungarian Catholic Society
Eastern Com, Trav, A, and H. Associatlion
Aes 0: U, We of West Virginia
Sons of Norway
Royal Neighbors of Ameorica
Russisn Orthodox Catholic Mutual Aid Soclety
North Amer, Union Life Assurance Soclety
Alliasnco of Poles of America
Catholic Woment's Benevolent Leglon
Vioodmen Cirecle ;
Italo American National Union
Polish Assoclation of America




1896

1897

1898

1899

1900

1901

1902

1903
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##0rder of Shepherds of Bethlehem
#Dames of kalta j
#Royal Highlanders
#Patriotic Order of Americans
Independent Order of Vikings
Progressive Order of the West
Fidelity Life Association
Degree of Honor Protective Association
Ae Oc Ue VWie of Cane Ne We
Catholic Ladies of Columbia
Liadies Aun, A 0Oe He Life Insurance Fund
Assoclation Canado-Americaine
Catholic Guard of America
CGermen Re Ceo Women'®s Ald Socloety
Hungaerien Reformed Federation
#Daughters of Isabella
lieighbors of VWooderaft
Fireman's Mubtual Aid & Benefit Association
Westeorn Bohemian Fraternal Assoclation
Slavonic Benevolent Ordor of Texas
Equitable Reserve Association
Sona of Hermann in Nebraska
wifustling Knights of Wooderaft
#PFraternal Order of Eagles
Polish VWonen's Alliance
Thoe Prastorians
American Fraternal Union
Ladies' Pa. Slovak Catholie Union
National Postal Transport Assoclation
#iDavghters of Scotland
#:The Gideons
“*Vetorans of Foreirn Wars of the U. S. A.
Jr. Order U. Ae. M. (Ben. Deg.)
4The Impericl Order of Daughters of the Bwpire
Polish Beneficlsl Association
Russian Brotherhood Organization
Catholic Benevolent League
Workmen'®s Circle
L'Unlon Ste Jean=Baptiste
American Woodmen
Union and Leazue of Roum. Soc.
Cleveland ¥, M. and L. Soclety
Pirst Slovak Wreath of Free Eagle
Catholie Life Insurance Union
Switechmon's Union of North America
Contral Verband der S. Sachsen
Ald Association for Lutherans
Brdor of Calanthe
#Catholiec Daughters of America
Association of the Sons of Poland
Unity Life end Accident Ins. Association
Russian Brotherhood Orgenization
United Soclety of Greek Catholic Religion
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190 Soclete 1fAssomption
1904  #Acacla Fraternlty
#0Order of Owls
#United Spanish Var Veterans
Slovene National Benefit Society
Grand United Order of lioses
1505 #Rotary International
#Sons of Italy
Polish Hational Alliance of Brooklyn
Slovak Gatholic Sokol
South Slavie Benevolent¢ Union Sloga
Independont Order Brith Sholom
1906 #¥Ancient and Honorable Order of the Blue CGoose
Liverty Life and Accldent Assoclation
Union & League of Roumanian Society
1907 Deaughters of Amer. Bon. Depte
Clergymen's Co=-op, Benef. Association
Concordia Mutual Life Association
Wational Fraternal Society of tho Deaf

1908 Polish National Union of America
Westeorn Slavonic Assoclation
1209 Catholic Slovak Brotherhood

1010 #Boy Scouts of America
“Canmp Fire Girls, Ince
“Fraternal Order of Oriloles
Slovenion Mutual Beneflt Association
Polish Alma Mater
Bnai Zion







APPENDIX B
FRATERVAT, BENEFIT SOCIETIES IN THE SICHT OF THE LAW

The material which follows has been prepared by lir,
Re. A. Rompert, lawyer and member of the Commission on
Fretornal COrganizations of the Lutheran Church==}issouri
Synod, The originael documont 1s in the files of Dr., Paul

i, Brotscher, Concordia Seminary, St. Louls, Missouri,

Section 89l of Chapter 73, Illinois Statutes, defines
Fraternal Benefit Societies as follows:

Every corporation; society, order,; lodge or voluntary
association, without capital stock,; formed, organized
or carried on solely for the beneflt of its members

and their boneficiaries, and not for profit, having a
lodge system with ritunlistie form of work and a
representative form of pgovernnent and whieh makos
provision for the payment of benefits in accordance
with this article; is hereby declared to hDe a Fraternal
Benofit Soclety. The word "Soelety" as used in this
article shall mean 211 such fraternal benofit sccieties.

You will note that the society 1s reguired to have "a
lodze system with rituslistic form of work.®

Under Seebtion 895 of Chapter 73, Illinois Statutes; a
lodge syatem 1s defined as follows:

Every such soclety having a supreme governing or legis=-
lative body and subordinate lodges or branches, by whate
ever name known, into which members shall be elected,
Initiated and admitted in accordance with its constitution,
by=1laws, rules, regjulations, and prescribed ritualistiec
cersmonies, which subordinato lodges or branches shall

be required by the constituition or by-laws of such

soclety to hold regular or stated meetings at least

once in each month, shall be deemed to be operating on

the Lodge Systems
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You will note that tho definition of a Fraternal
Benefit Society and of thoe Lodge Systom contalins a reference
bo "ritualistic form of work" or "ritualistlc coremoniles."

Tho section regarding the Lodge Systom was taken fron
tho lNew York Conference Bill and sets out what shall consti=
tute a Lodgze System. The Illinois fAct of 1893 simply provided
that each society shall have a Lodge System with ritualiatic
form of work. A similar section is found in the statutes
o’ forty statos.

Ritualistic coremonies are required of eall Fraternal
Benolflt Sociotios, oxcept those societies whose membership
1s confined to a religious denomination (Chape 73, Illinois
Statubes, Sec. 920, Sube. Par. ). The Illinois Statute does
not define, nor do any cases indicate what shall constitute
"ritualistic ceremonies.”

The benafits which Fraternal Benefit Socleties enjoy
in Illinois ovor other insurance companies are as follows:

1. Thoey aro exempt from all and every state; county,
distrlct, municipal and school tax, other than taxes
on real estate and office equipment (Ch. 73, Illinois
Statutes, Sece 926).

2+ Agents are not liable for negligent aets; except
where such actions are willful. This is bscause of the
fact that a fraternal organlization is deemed to be a
charig?ble corporation. (Slenker vs. Gordon, 3Ll Ili,
ADDe

3s The funds or proceeds of insurance policlea are
not lieble to attachment by trustee, garnishee or other
process and cannot be seized or taken by any legal or
sguitable process while such funds are in possession
of the company (Ch. 73, Ill, Statutes, Sece 925).

lie The salarles of all officers are limited strictly
by law and no pensions are permitted. (Che 73, Ill.
Statutes, Sec. 91h).
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5 No agent of a fratornal benofit soclety, or any

officer of its subordinate lodges, need obtain a license

égTi;ba State of Illinois. (Ch. 73, Ill. Statutes, Sec.
L]
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