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CHAPTER X
INTRODUC TION

This thosis is a brisf study of tho reletionships which exiat
between group psychology and the work of the Holy Ghos% in group
situations. This problor iz pertinont because of the growing body
of deta which hes TLoon amassed by sciontific psychology, and the
gradual re-avelening of intorost in the work of the Holy Ghost in
conservative Lutheren Theologye. A study of the problen is made ine
porative by the caswal way in which the two ars joined in a loose
sort of *irial mrriage® union in much of modern applied Christienity,
The problem involves & study of psychology as it applies to group
worl end of the work of the Holy Ghost as it is effected and meni-
focted in group situotions within the local congregation. I% covers '
the cntire area of religious activity, incluiding both conversion
and sanectification.

Tieo thesls which this paper wlll seck vo set forth and dofend
is that there is & relationship existing bebween the two. This
relationship, however, does not reach the status of a correlation.
The two aro not equal, rather, group psychology is a tool through
which a ministor can bocoms a more offeoctivo agent in the work of
the Foly Ghoste

An atbtompt was made in the thesis to study the two fields ine
depondontly. First, group psychology was studied in dotail. This
study wes kopt ontirely soparate from any connection with the work
of the Foly Ghost. Sescondly, an atiompt was made to study the work
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of tho Holy Chost apart from psychology. Then, in the final chapter,
the two weoro comparod and conclusions dreowm from this comparison.

The worlk on group psychology is based on a study of the material
evailable in Pritslaff Library. Special emphasis was placed on a
thorough study of Social Psychology. Bocause of the nature of group
psychology it was necossery to begin with a study of the psychology
of the individuel and then progress through tho various group situa=
tions. Thie is in no way intonded to be an original work in psye=
chologye It is, rather, a compllation of data grilicrod and presentsd
by euthoritios in the fiold. Becauso particular emphasis is placed
vpon pesychology in the group, the material on individual psychology
is cuwrsory and thore arc larpgo omissicns in the data presented.

In tho study of tho work of the Holy CGhost the information is
drevm, in large extent, from o study of the Scriptwes, particularly
s sot forth in the Authorised Version. In cvery instence the
Authorized Version was compared with tho Rovisod Standard Version,
with Phillip's translation of the New Testamont, and with the orie
ginal Greek. However, the Authorised Version is the basis of this
studye. Tho study of the Seripture was augmentod by & study of
Luthorts thought as it is set Porth in his "Prefacs to the Letier to
the Romans,®™ his Vom unfreion Willon and Prentor's interpretation of

his thought in Spiritus Croator. In this soction, too, the study

bogine with en invostigation of the work of tho Holy Ghost in tho ine
dividual and procoeds, through an appraisal of the ramifications of
tha’ work within the normal group situation, to the work of the Holy
Ghost as it is manifoctod and offectod diroctly in the group.
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In tho conclusion, no claim is made for uniquoneoss of thought.
Hevortheless, the conclusions prosented are drawm from & comparison
of the material prosented in the proceeding chapters. The thoughts
ers original %o the oxtont that they are nelthor copled directly

ner borrowod fron another sow*es.



CIAPTER II
GROUP PSYCHOLOGY

The aim of this chaptor is to investigate the interactions
and relationships of the moumbors of groups. Howevor, it is important
that a brisf description of the psychology of the individusl be
givon. Thic is ossential for a numbor cf rossons. &oups ere made
up of individuals, lbro basie porheps is tho fact that all psy=
chology, whethor general psychology, social psyochology, oF exporie
montal psychology, is ultimatoly, a study of the individual end his
actione and reacticne within e given environmmante It is the aim,
if indocd ono aim can be singled out, of the entire fisld of psy=-
chological goience to learn, Pirst of all, what the individual is,
end scoondly, on tho basis of this, why he is what he is.l There
ere a nuibor of difforent schools of thought coneerning how this
aim can bost be accomplishod. Yeb, they all bepgin from the sams
placo and come up with sinilur conolusione. They begin with a
givon porson ond study tho observable phonomona which have a bsar=
ing, oitheor direct or indircet, upon the formation of his total
personalitys All of the schocls arrive at thoe sams goneral con= |
clusion, that tho individuval bagins as a living organism with &
gortain indefincble minimun nuwaber of inhorent possibilitics. This
potential porson onters & world which, vast and complax as it is,

demnnds cortain patterns of behavior which he must learn before ho

17loyd Henry Allport, Soolel Psychology (Wew Yorks Houghton
1#1£f1in Company, 6.1924).'pp. 1=0, :
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Gott ihn reitet, goht or, wohin Gots will (Vgl. Ps.
73,22). Vionn Saten ihn reitet, goht or, wohin Satan
wille Es stoht nicht in seinem Belisbon, den einsn
odor den andern su waohlen und zu ihm 2u laufen. Die
laempfen wislmshr darum, wem er gehoeren so0ll.2%

This oliminates an improving human piety from the field of :_

sanetifications 8%« Paul, in writing to the Roman congregetion

expresses i%;

For the good that I would I do not: but the evil
whioh I would not, thet I do. ¥Yow if I do that I
would not, it is no more I that do 1%, but sin that
dralloth in mee X find then a law, that, when I
would do good, evil is present with mo. For I de=
light in the law of God aftaer tho immward meng but I
see anothor law in my members, warring against the law
of my mind, and bringing wme into ceptivity to tho law
of sin wvhich is in my monbers. O wretched man thets I
amg who shall dolivor me from the body of this death?
I thanlz God through Jesus Christ ouwr Lorde. So then
with the mind T myself serve the law of Gods but with
the flesh the law of 8in.?5

—

™e Apostls Johr made thoe situation even more tonse whon he says

on the one hand, "if we say we heve no sin, we deceive owseclves

and the %truth is not in us,"26 and on the othor hand, “whoscever

i8 born of God doth not commit sin."27 Here wo have the tension

which exists within the Christian, the desire for evil campaigne-

ing azeinst the desire for goode There is no resolution of the

tencion except in the Christ Who is brought to us through faith by

243artin Luthor, Vom unfroien Willen, translated from the

Lnti.r)x by Otto Schumacher (Coestingens Dankenhoock and Ruprecht,
1987), pPe 5%e

285Rom, 7:19-25.
263 Jn. 138,
?‘TI Jne 33%.
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the Holy Ghost.28

In spite of this tonszion theo lisw Tostanont writors insists
that ones e porson has thic faith in Christ which justifies hin
bofore God he will do good works. Never a striving for faith,
they are the automntic cutgrowth of the Holy Ghost working in us
end actuslly overpowering us.29 Thus this work of the Holy Ghost
is not somuthing whieh romaine and becomes sterils within %ho
individuale I% is a living thing which must 2ete The Holy Ghost
oreating falth in our heart makes Christ real for us. Because of
this falth we Imow of God's love for us. We love God beoause Ho
lovod use Thizs love for God ie expressed in owr relation with owr
fellow mone John seys that Christians live e 1lifo £illed ani
active with lovo for ome enothor,S0

This work of the 8piri% is nover an lsolated thing. It is
Cod'a act of love which enbreces all of manitind. The work of tho
Spiri%t can nover be fully wmderstood from the narrcow out=look of
the individual., In thie respect it is contrasted with any form of
lar sorvico. As seon from the. viewpoint of those who are, as yet,
under the law the work of the Spirit is individual and specialized.
It is CGod giving the individual a boost in his fight to reach
perfectione From tho view of a men in tho Gospele=tho Christianee
howovor, this work is ons, continuouvs process strotching from the

creation %o the day of perfection. ' It is God gathering all that

28Rom, 7I253 I Jne 33l=10,
291 e 23 T Jno 532=8; IT JMe Be
301 M. 2.
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are Hie into His church. %Thus faith, end the Church, and the work
of the Holy Ghost are no longer fragmontes of the individusli’s total
lifo puttern. Rather they becomw his ell, he is e frapgnent, o
vital one %o Be swre, but still e fragmont of the whole. ian, in
Christ by foith, no longer accopta the Spivrit as an aid in his
offort to achiovo holinoss, rathor ha ie accepted as e pars of the
Body of ChrlsteSl

The Hew Tostament never cpesics of the work of the Holy Ghost °
aside from this grovp situation., UWhile 1% is trus that cach man
must% have his owm faith; in no case deese this faith come ou‘a.aide
cf the group. Christ Himself ic vory conclusive aboub this as Ho
pictures tho Church as a bullding and each of ths membors -3
emall but indispensable stono, helding and supplemsnting the others
as thoy all reet upon Him.52 Tho Apostlo Paul froquently piectures
the church as tho body of Christ. ZIach Christian, a2s a nomber of
tho body, aids all of the othors in thoir function as msubors.3d
Ono does not read of tho work of the Holy Ghost outside of thils
body. Within thic body, moreover, Heo works on msmbers through the
function of the othsr members. |

I% is of the ossence of faith that it malkes men aonpgrogats.
Christians are axhorted %o love, not self, but others. Christ
says that faith is 1ilwm & light which cannot be hid.3¢ He commands

Slgebs 113 I Mo 1l; I Jne 2:24=33ll.

82115, 16318,

53Rome 12353 I Core 12:27; Bphe. 122353 4:12; Cole 13243 2519.
S4mb, 53163 10ze 4321p Lu. 83163 11433,
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the disclples to go and tsach. In the case of the Epistlos, the
direotives are to the group, exhorting each moxher %o live in love
and sorvice for the other msmbars.®5 The Holy Ghost does use the
group, whother largs or small for a sltuation in which %o work.
In Romans 10 St. Paul asks; %“How shall they believe in him of
whom they have not heard and how shall they hsar without a
preachar,"56 in another instancs he makes the following note on
group worships "Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all
wisdomg teaching and admonishing one another in psalms anrd hymms
end spirituel songs, singing with grees in yowr hearts unto ths
L.ord."87

The Few Testement deals with the individual membership in
groups g tho normel thing. Tho How Tostament explaeins how wo
are to react within that group. Aftor stating the fact that we
are members of a group, Paul deals with the family, the primery
group, tolling spousas to honor one another, thus growing in Christ
together. He speaks to parents of bringing up their children in
Christ and to children %o obey, thus growing in their faith.58
Paul spoaks %o the Christian in the larger group, the communlty,
telling him to live as & meumber of Christ's body so thet he may
witness to the hops within him,39 Pinally, he spesks to the

850eb. 133183 23143 Ja. 3.
S6rom. 10514,

57Col. 3316,

S8pph, 5322-885 641-8.
Y9%8ph, 4317=32; Rom. 13,
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Church, the scoondary group, which, to the Christian, has bacoms
a group as primary in its influencs as the family iteelf, Tor
expressing tho corporate sctivities of the congregation (group),
Paul indicetes the guiding principles by exhoriing the individuval
members to bulld up and %o strengthen ons another, to speak the
Gospol to one ancther, and to exhort one anothor with psalms and
hyms and spiritual songs, and, finnlly, to give freely to one
arother as nosessity may roquire,.

there tho Holy Ghost is aotive, the groups ere parts of the
larger group, the Body of Christ. This is the only group within
which the Holy Ghos% is active; novertholess, this group manifests
itzelf in all of these smaller group=-situations, Oe Loy the con=
gregetion, tho emall informm) group of Christians, the family,
and the indlvidunl Christian living his testimony of Christ.41
In all of those group-situations tho Holy Ghost is active, bring=-
ing the redemptive work of Christ to its members. He does this
through tho lbens of Grace, i. 9., the Word and the Sacreaments,
end through the words and lives of each of the members of the
group. Each membor telle all of the other members the fact that
bacavse of Chriet the world is justified befors Gode

40Ephe 53193 I Core 12 & 143 II Cors 935-15.
4ljatt. 185203 28420s .




CHAPTER IV
CONCENSION

Tho ain of this thoois hos beon to determine whether or not
thore 1s a correlation botween group psychology and the work of the
Holy Ghost in giroup situntione, cnd, if noeb, what sort of relation
does oxiet between thom.

The o aro vory slullor in certain respscts. In the #irst
placo, tho individuel is tho basic wnit in both studiss. Group
poychology is a atudy of the intoractions of individuals upon ons
anothere In order o study eny group phonomonon 1t is necessary
%o atudy the verious motives which cause the individual o act and
roeot as ho doos. Thore is no psychology of the group independent
ef tho individwal. Ths work of the Holy Ghost also bogins in tho
individwal., In this eroa elso the group actions ars dependent upon
fectors within tho individunl rathor than a sort of group soul.
Socondly, both the psychology of the group and the work of the Holy
Ghoat exist and operate in the intorrolation of the individual
within the group. Tho 2otion and obsorvable phonomons are, in both
cases, found only in the group situation., A4as a result, both must
te studied on this basis.

thore arce, howaver, baaic dlfforanca betwoon the twoe The
first of those is a difference in motivation. In group psychology,
as in all of psychology, man is the subject. The study of psychology
is o ptudy of the faoctors within man and society which make hin aoct
and react as he does. This study, carried on by observing man as
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ke acis and reacts in soocloty, has idontifiod cortaln foress and
drives vhich make o man react in a glvon way. In practiccl psy=
aiology Shose forces ere ubilized to influence and control the ine
dividuwals Thus paychology le cenbored upon man. Ifan is both the
subjoct and the objoot of study or action. In tho work of the
Holy Ghosy man ie limited %o the objoective roles All motiwation
camz from God and vots upon man. This power is God's end can be
uscd by man te influence ¢ change other men or grouns of men
only oz God makes man tho agont of His word of roconciliation.
Even as man uses the various moans through which God worke, he is
only the instrumentellty for tho worlk of tho Holy Ghost.

Tho sooond difforonce is a difforonce of power. In using
peychology the power is limited to a mn's Imowlodge of the forces
which nalm pacple ect as they do and his ability to apply this
Inmowlodgse. In the work of the Hely Ghost man contributes no powor
whatooower. There is, howover, the power of God pregent end active
effecting changes as He scos £it.

The third and most basle difference lies in the fact that
group paychology and the work of the Holy Ghost are striving through
difforont mothods toward totally different goals. Tho goal of group
psychology is en improved mer in an improved socioty. eking man
as he is and utilizing the forces and tho capabilities which are
within him, psychology strives to improvo the prosent status of
mane Tho ultimato goal is a man so woll adjusted that he can live
a full, happy life moeting his obligations to society perfectlye.
There is no reoognition of an inherent wealknoss or sinfulness in

mane, Tere is no room for a God wnless he is a smiling God,
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happily disposed %o all mon, espevially tho bad and maledjusted.
The work of the THoly Ghost, however, alims toward the creation of
e faith in Christ which will wondor man Jjustilfiod boforo God and
of & low by which he serves his fellowman, This is not e zre;mss
of improvement. I% is a transformation. The old man is destroyed,
a now wen is formed, a new man whe 1s righteous bocause of the
work of Christ which is made his by the work of the Holy Ghost,.

Thus we can concludo thet there is no correlation., The &ro
are not bwo equal forcss woiking or capeble of working in the
samo direction. Tho two are actuzlly working in different dirsce
tionse

In spite of this, however, thers is a relatvlonship existing
betireon thome The Holy CGhost works through people, upon peoplae.
Thus o knowledge of people and how they roact upon ons enother can
be & definite aid to anyone engegsd in the work of the Holy Ghoss,
1. ., tolling the Gospel %o people. 1% can aid in bringing people
togother into situvations in which thoy can tell each othor the
Goopol. Furthor, it is usoful in romoving people?s irhibitions
so that thoy will spoalzs TFinelly, it will help the minister %o
bacone un’ effoctivo toller of the Gospol rather then an impedimont
to thet telling. Group peychology is no more than a tool in the
hands of those who %ell tho news of Christ to poople. It is,
howover, & tool which is offective. As is the case with any tool,
it cammot be ignoved, If 1t is studied and enelysed it is ox-
tremsly usoful. If it ie taken lightly it can becomd a trap which
will onsuare the ministor in atiempis to do, porsonally, the worl

vihich God has reserved for Hinself.
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