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1ittle success., The nwsber of immigrants that hed entered Canada in
the year 1895 was but one-fifth of the number that had entered the
country in 1891.° Hanifestly, it was welcome news that so many farmers
desired to settle on Canadats vast unsestled lands. Hence, it was a r
relatively simple matter to obtain permicsion to immigrate and settle.
khat remained now, was the choice of a suitable location.

The first site investigated by the advance party was located near
the city of Edwonton in bthe provinee of Alberta. Twelve tmah'lplh of
Some of Canada's richest and most productive farming land wsre chosen
for a site of location.

The happiness and satisfaction at discovering such a choice tract
of land was soon to wane when it was discovered that this land was not |
available for Doukhobor settlemente. There was at this time a great

deal of public resentment towards the so-called "Galician® immigrants,

@ony of whom had settled mear this area. These "Galicians® who were

of Ukrainian stock, had by their arrogance and general way of 1life
incurred the resentment of the public and the press. Consequently, they
were given a large share of publicity, most of it bad, which eventually
precipitated a controversy in the Canadian Pariiament, where a goodly
neasure of opnostion sprang up from the ranks of the Frogressive Consere
vative Party.g ‘he public ané the Progressive Conservatives opposed

3jonn P. Zubek and Fatricia Anne Solberg, Doukhobors at ‘iar (Toronto:

Zhe Ryerson Press, ¢.1952), ppe 19=2C.

hn. tounship consists of thirty six square miles, divided into sece
tions of one square mile, which in turn are divided into cne-quarter
sections of one hundred and sixty acres each.
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any further settlement of Russianeancestry immigrants in that area,
regardless of their apparent desirable qualifications. ' The Doukhobors
8s well, had received bad publicity in Canadian and United States newse
Papers, which did nothing to alleviate the temse situation. ZAccordingly,
vhen the investipgating party returned to the Dominion Capitol at Ot:tawa
with it's choice and decision, it was flatly refused by the Cznadian
governmente Zhus the Zoukhobors met with their first defeat in Canada,
vhen they were prohibited from settling near Edmonton on the tract of
land they had chosen.

Less suitable, yet good locations were shortly selected in the
Horthwest Territories. Two tracts were located north of what is now
the city of Yorkton, Saskatchewan, and a third was locsted between the
present Ssskatchewsn cities of Saskatoon and Prince Albvert. Coleny
number one, named the North or Thunder Hill Colony was located in the
northeast cornor of Assiniboia. Colony number two, named South Colony
(with an annex named Devil's Lake Colony), was located eighteen miles
Gouthwest of Thunder iill, Colony mmmber three; was divided into the
Luck Lake and Saskatoon settlements, also called the Frince Albert

6 I% is to be remecmbered that this colonization took placs prior

Colony.
to 1905. In 1905, Saskatchewan became a Frovince of the Dominion of
Canada, at which time the territories referred to were included in the
Frovince. With this in view, the writer shall elect to refer to the

entire settlement as the "Saskatchewan Settlement.”

‘., p. 53
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A generally favorable agreement pertaining to immigration and land ]
Setilement conditions was reached with the Canadian government. %he
following, are zuch conditions as outlined by Aylmer Maude! who negotiated
with government officlals on behalf of the Doukhoborss
subject to payment of an entrance fee of tenm dollars, which
payment could be deferred for three yearsj
2) Assistance by government interpreters, and sccomodation in
Covernment Immigratign Halls, on first arrival in Canadaj and,

3} & grant of one pound” for each immigrant, man, woman, or child,
reaching Winnipeg by June 30, 1899,

:
1) For each male over eightecn years of age, 160 acres of good land, 1
!
]

fdditional stipulations relative to pending Doukhobor settlement
in Cannda, were, that entry for homesteads be made individually in the
vsual Uapadian fashion, that vital statistics be supplied, that they

conform tc the laws of the country, and pay taxes. A very important

feature of the agresment, which was of special concern to the Doukhobors,

was this, that they were given the benefit of Canadat's Militia Act which

was on December 6, 1898 supplemented by an Order in Council to include
the Youkhobors. Frovisions of the Militia Act are the following:

Every person bearing a certificate from the society of Guakers,
Hemmonites, or Tunkers, and every inhabitant of Canada of any
religious denomination, otherwise subject to mllitary duty, who
from the deoectrines of lis religion, is averse to bearing arzs

and refuses personal military service, shall be exempt from such :
service when balloted in time of peace or war, upon such conditiona -
and under such regulations as the Governor in Council from time
to time shall preseribe.”

Tbid., pp. L7=L8. i

Byne English pound was valued at approﬁmte]y fheB6 in Canadian
funds at that time.

9!‘58“3, op. _t:_'.l_‘l‘:-, p. 61.
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The Homestead Law'® which caused ruch strife betwsen the Doukhobors

and the Canadiar government in later years, should te considered briefly
in crder to shed Light on the unhappy -clrecumstances which issued there=
from. The Homestead Law provided that every settlor must reside six
months of each year on his quarter-section of 160 acres. Six months
grace was allowed for those who entered applications in ithe fall of

the yesr, whereas, in the case of foreigners, the period of grace was

extended {0 one ycar. In order to "perfect” a title or deed to the

land, fifteen acr=s must necesgarily be under cultivation at the end :
of the third year. In the event a homesteader failed to meet such
provieions, hie enbry wae liable to. eancellation by the Land DNepartment,
and snother prospective settler could conceivably make entry for the
same tract of land,

Flainly, the provisions set down by the government were economically

feasitle, lenient, protectory and considerate to a large degree, of the

human conscience. Mo one affiliated with the pending immigration fore=-
saw even a semblance of the contention, 11l-will and general confusion
that eventually came to pase. 411 concerned, were satisfied and happy.
The Doukhiobors in Russia were anxious to be on the move, lest permission
to migrate be rescinded by the fussian authorities. The stage was set
for the record-breaking migration to MNorth fmerica's shores,

In January of 1899, the curtain rang down on a huge scale production,
ag the S, S, Lake Huron salled out of Batoum with her human eargo or

1050seph Flkinton, The Doukhobors: fheir Hist in Russia, Their
Migration to Canada (FiTateTohdas FerrIs and Toschy 5:10037; . 2.
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8ome two thousand Doukhobors. ©On the twenty=third day of the same month,
the Lake Huron and her anxious cargo docked in Halifax, Nova Scotia,
Uanada. Four days later, the S. S. Lake Superior arrived with an addi-
tional two thousand. Each of these vessels made another voyage, with
the result that by June of 1899 there were 75363 Doukhobors in Canada. 1
Approximately twelve thousand Doukhobors who did not wish to emigrate
remained in the Cauca=us, and an additional 110 remained in Siberian
exile. The total nuriber of Doukhobors whe had setiled in Canada by the
year 1899 included the thousand=-cdd Cyprus immigrants who were dissatis-
fied with the unsuiteble climate of the Isiand, and migrated to Canada
in Hay of :!.89?.3‘2

in eye-witness account of the first Doukhobor arrival in Canada
aboard the “. S, Lake Huron is related by Zubek and Solberg in Uouke

hobors at “are It was on Sunday, January 23, 1899, and

e o o Crowding the rails were the entire 2,000 Doukhotor passengers,
picturesque in their Sunday garbe J}en and boys wore goatskin cape
with the fur turned out and coats with the fur turned in. Yomen
and girls had long, full skirts, brightly colored in reds and blues.
Topying these were the dark homespun jackets and the various-hued
shawls, the platokes, 4 closer look would have revealed the strong,
massive build of both men and women. JShe older men were heavily
bearded; the younger wore moustaches, trimmed to long tapering
peinte. ‘heir features were prominent, their eyes clear and =2lert.
You wight have interpreted from their expression tqﬂt thay were
quite ac curicus about you as you were about then.- 3

Thus, Canadians had their initial sight of their country's newest
settlers. To them, Cunada extended an eager welcome and warm hospitality.

11T‘§BME. op. E_j:sv_.’ Pe 736
121314,
137ubek and Solberg, op. cite, p. 25.
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Doubtlesa, not a single curious onlooker aven dreamed of the strife

and 1lleuill that lay in the future. The Doukhobora were received as
future desirzble cltizens, but all too few of their number have to this

dey fulfilled thsbt trust completelye

R T N RN
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CHAPTER IV
bl'tSI’nT- :.l""JA" SM& SLF"!_“T

When the first contingent of Doukhobors arrived in Halifax, Nova
Seotia, they did not disembark, but nroceeded to St. Joun whers raile
vay transportation to the West awasited them, 4% St. John, the Doukhobors
boarded five srecial Canadian Pacific Rallvay traeing and procesded
westward, Tn Winnipeg, they detrained. Here the Doukhobors were tempoe
rarily guartered in the huge Immigration Hallas. Durinz their stay in
Wirnipeg, the Youkhobors settled dowm to a routine 1ife of handicraft
and handemanufacture of tools and wagons, waile they anxiously waited
for spring when they wight safely proceed to their lands.

A group of three hundred Uouknobors proceeded scme hundred miles
west of Winnipeg to Brandon. Hather than lying idle until such time as
they could move to their landa, these industrious Doukhobors hired their
eervices for the paltry stipend of £ifty cents per day. Jhic was cone
siderably lower than the current wage. OConsequently, it wes but a
short time until anti-Doukhobor sentiment arose among the public, bee
cause permanent residents of Brandon were foreed tc either lower their
rates or ceasc working. Anti-Poukhobor sentiment grew. to such propore
tions that the recidents of Brandon dispatched a complaint to Ottawa,
in which they berated the government for bringing the Doukhobora to

Caneda, thus forcing laborers out of their jobs. When finelly the anti-
Doukiaobor sentiment reached the stage where "Down with the Noukhctors™t

ljokn P. Zubek and Fatricia Anne Solberg, Doukhobors at Yar (Toronto:
The Ryerson Press, ce 1952), p. 30.
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Placards were paraded down the streets of Brandon, someone with fore-
sight took the paina to explain the situation to the Wered Douk=
hobors, giving the roasons for resentment and sugpesting that Doukhobors
raige their rates to the customary and current wage. The Doukhobors
readily complied, and the mindature warfare ceased. Hevortheless, a
few seods of resentment had been sown, which conceiwvably could have
Sprouted into fulleblown antagonisie

Heanwuhile, a group of the younger Doukhobor men advenced north of
Yorkhon, Szaskstchewan, whore they set up a rough winter cawp and began
preparations for the pending arrival of the entire group. They labored
diligently as they erected their rough-hevm homes. When five homes hed
been erected, forty members of the party moved south te the next location
where the same preparctions were carried out. Consequently, when spring
arrived, there had at lcast been wome provision made for sheltering the
homeless Doukhobors.

At long last, spring arrived, and the anxious M-Fhobors proceeded
to their lands. Two hundred and seventy thousand, four hundred and
eighty acres of prairie land had been set aside for 7,363 members of
the sact, 1,500 of whom wore mtm.2 As may well be oxpected, the first
Year of settlement was not without its grave difficulties and privations,
The 1lznd bad 4o be cleared and broken, homes had to be erected, tools
and machinery had to be purchased as did focd and other indispensables,
Pecuniary funds were scarce. Charitable friends and sympathizers took

2Josaph Tlinton, The DoukhoLora: 'l'heir Hist in fmsuh Their
Eﬁﬁ to Ganada (PMhdﬂlphil er. Q. ’ Pe 212,
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it upon themselves to help alleviate the acute shortages that prevailed,
and the govornment supplied seed for the first year. MMost notable anong
the charltable friends were the Quakers who sent thirty thousand dollars
to the Doukhobore.- However, the benevolence and charity fell far short
of the Noukhobor's needs,

Fortunately, the railway was being extended into Doukhobor territory.

This supplied a means wvhereby the Doukhobors were sble to carn additional
money. But it alsc caused a rather serious problem, because a vast
majority of the able=bodied males treked off to work on the rallway
grades, while manpower at home was reduced to 2 minimum. Likewise, the
few draw animals which they had the zood fortune to possess were almost
constantly occupied in transporting indispensable foodstuffs and suppliea
from Yorkton to the colonies, thus renderinz the situatiocn yet more
sarious,

Consequently, an added burden was placed on the women and children.
They worked foverishly building homes, plastering houses, clearing land,
planting minute gardens. When the situation reached the stage where
drawr animals were not avallable to draw the plows, wemen in *eams of
twenty or more, aszembled themselves in harness and performed the work
of horsez and oxen.

A semblance of progress socn beran to manifest 1tself among the
industrious and frugel Doukhobors. With the wages that men earned fron
"outside" sources-=the villapes that now dotted the colonies-ethe land
that had been cleared-~and the eager expectation of next year!s crop-=

3ayimer Maude, A Peeul:la.r 22 les The Doukhobors (London: Archibald
Congtable and Co. L -, c. 50
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