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little success. The nwaver of immigrants that had entered Canada in 

  

the year 1895 was but one-fifth of the number that had entered the 

country in 1891.2 Manifestly, it was welcome news that so many farmers 

desired to settle on Canada's vast unsettled lands. Hence, it was a 

relatively simple metter to obtain permission to immigrate and settle. 

‘hat remained now, was the choice of a suitable locations 

The first site investigated by the advance party was located near 

the city of Edmonton in the province of 4lberta. Twelve towmships! of 

Some of Canada's richest and most productive farming land were chosen 

for a site of location. 

the happiness and satisfaction at discovering such a choice tract 

of land wes soon to wane when it was discovered that this lend was not 

available for Doukhobor settlemente There was at this time a great 

deal of public resentment towards the so-called "Galician" immigrants, 

aany of whom had settled near this area. These "Galicians" who were 

of Ukrainian stock, had by their arrogance and general way of life 

incurred the resentment of the public and the presse Consequently, they 

were given a large share of publicity, most of it bad, which eventually 

precipitated a controversy in the Canadian Pariiament, where a goodly 

mneasure of opnostion sprang up from the ranks of the Frogressive Conser=   vative Partye” The public ané the Progressive Conservatives opposed 

  

3ohn P. Zubek and Patricia Anne Solberg, Doukhobors at ‘lar (Toronto: 
The Ryerson Press, 6e1952), ppe 19-20. 

ha township consists of thirty eix square miles, divided into sece 
tions of one square mile, which in turn are divided into one-quarter 
sections of one hundred and sixty acres each. 

*Haude, ODe Gites Pe 51. 
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any further settlement of Russiane-ancestry immigrants in that area, 

regardless of their apparent desirable qualifications. The Doukhobors 

a8 well, had received bad publicity in Canadian and United States newse 

papers, which did nothing to alleviate the tense situation. Accordingly, 

when the investigating party returned to the Dominion Capitol at Ottawa 

with it's choice and decision, it was flatly refused by the Canadian 

government. ‘thus the Soukhobors met with their first defeat in Canada, 

when they were prohibited from settJing near Edmonton on the tract of 

land they had chosen. 

Less suitable, yet good locations were shortly selected in the 

Northwest Territories. Two tracts were located north of what is now 

the city of Yorkton, Saskatchewan, and a third was located between the 

present Ssskatchewan cities of Saskatoon and Prince “lbert. Colony 

number one, named the North or Thunder Hill Colony was located in the. 

northeast corner of Assiniboia. Colony.-number two, named South Colony 

(with an annex named Devil's Lake Colony), was located eighteen miles 

southwest of Thunder Hi11. Colony number three, was divided into the 

Duck Lake and Saskatoon settlements, also called the Frince Albert 

Colony «© It is to be remembered that this colonization took place prior 

to 1905. In 1905, Saskatchewan became a Frovince of the Dominion of 

Canada, at which time the territorlLes referred to were included in the 

Provincee With this in view, the writer shall elect to refer to the 

entire settlement as the "Saskatchewan Settlement." 

  

Sthid., pe 530 
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A generally favorable agreement pertaining to immigration and land 

settlement conditions was reached with the Canadian government. ‘the 

following, are cuch conditions as outlined by Aylmer Maude! who negotiated 

with government officials on behalf of the Doukhobores 

1) For each male over eighteen years of age, 160 acres of good land, 
subject to payment of an ombtrance fee of ten dollars, which 
payment could be deferred for three years; 

2) Assistance ty government interpreters, and accomodation in 
Government Immigratign Halls, on first arrival in Canadas and, 

3) 4 crant of one pound” for each immigrant, man, woman, or child, 
reaching Winnipeg by June 30, 1899. 

fdditional stipulations relative to pending Toukhobor settlement 

in Canada, were, that entry for homesteads be made individually in the 

usual Canadian fashion, that vital statistics be supplied, that they 

conform tc the Laws of the country, and pay taxes. A very important 

feature of the agreement, which was of special concern to the Doukhobors, 

was this, that they were given the benefit of Canada's Militia Act which 

was on Vecember 6, 1898 supplemented by an Order in Council to include 

the Youkhobors. Provisions of the Militia Act are the following: 

Every person bearing a certificate from the society of Quakers, 
Nennonites, or Tunkers, and every inhabitant of Canada of any 
religious denomination, otherwise subject to military duty, who 
from the doctrines of his religion, is averse to bearing arzs 
and refuses personal military service, shall be exempt from such 
service when balloted in time of peace or war, upon such conditions 
end under such repulations as the Governor in Council from time 
te time shell prescribe.” 

  

Trpide, poe h?=hBe 

ene English pound was valued at approximately $4.86 in Canadian 
funds at that time. 

*Yaude, op. Cites ps 6le   
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The Homestead Law"? which caused much strife between the Doukhobors 

and the Canadien government in later years, should te considered briefly 

in crder te shed light on the unhappy -clreumstances which issued there= 

fron. ‘the Homestead Law provided that every settler must reside six 

months of each year on his quarter=-section of 160 acres. Six months 

grace was allowed for those who entered applications in the fall of 

the year, whereas, in the case of foreigners, the period cf grace was 

extended to one ycare In order to “perfect” a title or deed to the 

land, fifteen acres must necessarily be under cultivation at the end 

of the third year. In the event a homesteader failed to meet such 

provisions, his entry was Liable to. cancellation ty the Land Mepartment, 

ané another prospective settler could conceivably make entry for the 

Same tract of Lande 

Plainly, the provisions set dow by the government were economically 

feasible, lenient, protectory and considerate to a large degree, of the 

human conscience. Wo one affiliated with the pending immigration fore- 

saw even a semblance of the contention, ill-will and general confusion 

that eventually came to page. All concezned, were satisfied and happye 

the Doukhobors in Russia were anxious to ke on the move, lest permission 

to migrate be rescinded by the fussian authorities. The stage was set 

for the record-breaking migration to North 4merica's shores. 

in January of 1899, the curtain rang down on a huge scale production, 

as the 5, S. Lake Huron sailed out of Ratoun with her human cargo of 

10josepn Elkinton, The Doukhobors: fheir History in Russia, Their 
Migration to Canada (Pullatelgntas--Fersis and Teach GolD03)y Pe Clee    
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Sone two thousand Doukhobors. On the twenty-third day of the same month, 

the Lake Huron and her amclous cargo docked in Halifax, Nova Scotia, 

Canada. Four days later, the 5. 5. Lake Superior arrived with an addi- 

tional two thousand. Each of these vessels made another voyage, with 

the result that by June of 1899 there were 7,363 Doukhobora in Canada.!t 

Approximately twelve thousand Doukhobors who did not wish to emigrate 

remained in the Caucasus, and an additional 110 remained in Siberian 

exile. The total number of Doukhobors whe had settled in Canada by the 

year 1899 included the thousand-edd Cyprus immigrants who were dissatis- 

fied with the unsuitable climate of the Island, and migrated to Canada 

in Hay of 1899.27 

‘n eye-witness account of the first Doukhobor arrival in Canada 

aboard the ©, 5, Lake Huron is related by Zubek and Solberg in Youke 

hobors at “are It was on Sunday, January 23, 1899, and 

e e e crowding the rails were the entire 2,000 Uoukhokor passengers, 
picturesque in their Sunday garbe Men and boys wore goatsiin cape 
with the fur turned out and coats with the fur turned in. Women 
and girls had long, full skirts,’ brightly colored in reds and bluese 
Topping these were the dark homespun jackets and the various-hued 
Shawls, the platokes. A closer look would have revealed the strong, 
massive build of both men and women. ‘fhe older men were heavily 
bearded; the younger wore moustaches, trimmed to long tapering 
points. ‘their features were prominent, their eyes clear and alert. 
You might have interpreted from their expression that they were 
quite es curicus about you as you were about then." 3 

Thus, Canadians had their initial sight of their country's newest 

settlers. To them, Cunada extended an eager welcome and warm hospitality. 

Meawie, Ope cite, Be 736 

2rd. 

13zupek and Solberg, op. cite, pe 25    



  

29 ; 

Doubtless, not a single curioue onlooker even dreamed of the strife 

and illewill that lay in the futuree The Doukhobora were received as 

future desirable citizens, but all too few of their number have to this 

dey fulfilled thet trust completely. 

  

  

 



  

CHAPTER IV 

SASKATCHEWAN SETE TLEMENT 

When the first contingent of Doukhobors arrived in Halifax, Nova 

Scotia, they did not disembark, but proceeded to St. John where raile 

way transportation to the Weet awaited them. 46 “t. John, the Doukhohors 

boarded five srecial Canadian Pacific Railway trains and proceeded 

westward. In “innipeg, they detrained. Here the Jouknokors were tempoe 

rarily quartered in the huge Imalgration Halle. During their stay in 

Winnipeg, the Doukhobors settled dew to a routine life of handicraft 

and handemanufacture of tools and wagons, while they anxiously waited 

for spring when they might safely proceed to their lends. 

A group of three hundred Douknotors proceeded some hundred miles 

west of Winnipeg to Brandon. Rather than lying idle until. such time as 

they could move to their lands, these industrious Voukhobors hired their 

services for the paltry stipend of fifty cents per day. ‘his wes cons 

siderably lower than the current wages Consequently, it wes but a 

short tine until antieDoukhobor sentiment arose anong the public, bee 

cause permanent residents of Brandon were foreed to either lewer their 

rates or cease working. Anti-Youkhobor sentiment grew.to such propore 

tions that the residents of Brandon diepatched a complaint to Ottawe, 

in which they berated the government for bringing the Doulhobors to 

Caneda, thus forcing Laborers ont of their jobs. When finsliy the anti- 

Douknobor sentiment reached the stage where "Down with the Doukhckers”? 

  

john P. Zubek and Patrieia Anne Solberg, Doukhobors at War (Toronto: 
The Ryerson Press, ce 1952), pe 306.   
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Placards were paraded dom the streets of Brandon, someone with fore- 

Sight took the pains to explain the situation to the bewlldered Douke 

hobors, giving the reasons for resentment and sugresting thet Doukhobors 

raise their rates to the customary and current wage. The Doukhobors 

readily complied, and the miniature warfare ceased. Nevortheless, a 

few seeds of resentment had been sow, “hich conceivably could have 

Sprouted into fulleblow antagonist. 

Heamwhile, a group of the younger Doukhobor men advenced north of 

Yorkton, Suskatchewan, where they set up a rough winter carp and began 

preparations for the pending arrival of the entire group. They labored 

diligently as they erected their rough-hem homes. ‘hen five homes hed 

been erected, forty members of the party moved south te the next location 

where the sane preparntions were carried oute Consequently, when soring 

arrived, there had at least teen some provision made for sheltering the 

homeless Doulshoborse 

At long last, spring arrived, and the anxious Doukhobors proceeded 

to their lands. ‘Two hundred and seventy thousand, four hundred and 

eighty acres of prairie land had been set aside for 75363 members of 

the sect, 1,505 of whom wore mens” As may well be oxpected, the first 

year of settlement was not without its grave difficulties and privations. 

The lend had to be cleared and broken, homes had to be erected, tools 

and machinery had to be purchased as did food and other indispensables. 

Pecuniary funds were scarce. Charitable friends and sympathizers took 

  

2Joseph Elinton, The Doukhobora: Tein Hist zy in Rusoia, Their 
Higration to Canada *(Philedelphie: Ferris ch, Gel903)5 De cle   
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it upon themselves to help alleviste the acute shortages that prevailed, 

and the government supplied seed for the first year. fost notable anong 

  

the charltable friends were the Quakers who sent thirty; thousand dollars 

to the Doukhobors.” However, the benevolence end charity fell far short 

of the Noukhobor's needse 

Fortunately, the railway was being extended into Doukhobor territory. 

This supplied a means whereby the Doukhobors were sble to carn additional 

money. But it also caused a rather serious problem, because a vast 

majority of the ableehodied males treked off to work on the ralluay 

grades, while manpower at home was reduced to a minimum. Likewise, the 

ee
 

few draw animals which they had the good fortune to possess were elmost 

constantly occupied in transporting indispensable foodstuffs and supplies j 

from Yorkton to the colonies, thus rendering the situation yet more 

serious. 

Consequently, an added burden was placed on the women and children. 

They worked feverishly building homes, plastering houses, clearing land, 

planting minute gardens. When the situation reached the stage where 

draw animals were not available to draw the plows, women in teams of 

twenty or more, ascembled themselves in harness and performed the work 

of horses and oxen. 

A semblance of progress soon tevan to manifest itself among the 

industrious and frugel Doukhobors. With the wages thet men earned fron   
"outside" sources--the villages thet now dotted the colonies--the land 

that had been cleared~-and the eager expectation of next year's crop-= 

  

Jaylmer Maude, A Peculiar People: The Doukhobors (Londons Archibald 
Constable and Co. Ltde, Gol505)> pe 1500 SOS 

   


