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CHAFTER I
INTRODUCTION.

The Voukhobors of western Conada have long constituted one of the
most serious socicl problems in Western Canada. This is especially
rus of the extreme wesd, because well over half of all Canadian
Toukhobors, as well as the entire fanstical Sons of Freedom faction
recide in the provinece of Pritich Columbia.

Though widely publicised, Doukhobors sre relatively unknown onte
gido ih2 coniinee of the provinces which they inhabite In addition,
the vest majority of such public Imowledgze as there is concerning the
douknobors, i pleaned from highly sensationalized newspaper and
maganine nrticles, sucplomented with public gossip. If one were to
pose the guestion, "Who ave the Doukhoboras?," %o the average westerne
Cansdisn citisen, the reply would undoubtedly be, "Ch, those are the
eragy psople in Eritish Coluakia who burn achools and bomb bridges,
and iike nothing bebtber than to parade around in the nude.” The truth
of ithe nebier io, thal the public is generally uninformed on the
louknobor situntione Only 2 frachion of the sect can be included in
such an ansuer.

The writeris personal opinion was until very recently the same.
He became interested, afier reading novspaper and mugasine accounte of
most recent exploite of terrorism in British Columbie, in knowing just
who tie Dowkhobors are, where they come from, snd why do they act as

ﬂ:lw Goe
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The foliowing study is the result of this interest. It concems
itself with those very issues. It shall set forth the origin and
historical background of the Deukhobors, their migration to Canada end
setilement in Saskatchewan, the migration of & large part of their
nunber from Sackatehewsn to British Coluwbia, and the events that have
taken place since that timee This bare outline of their hictory chall
be supolemented with the causes hehind the ceveral migrations, the
firat to Canada, specifically Saskatchewan, sad then later to British
Columbis. In addivion, the varicus schisms that have rent the sect
shall ke considared. Tn this connection an accound of the exploits
of several leaders of the Doukhobors shall be considered elzo. #n
- cutline and summary of their religious beliefs, and a short account of
their mect prominent customs and practices, followed by a chapter on
the contesporary vieture shall close out the atudy.

In view of the fact thot detailed information concerning the sect
and its actions since 1952 was no% available, the writer shall batb
briefly touch on this period.

It is the writer's hope that this study uwlll coniribvate 10 general
public inowledge concerning the Doukhchorse Ferhaps the zfeader of
this study shall benefit in like wucosure with the writer who has cone

piled iuhe fachts concerning the Uoukhobors of Western Canada.




CHAPTER IX
GENFESLS ARD PISTORICAL BACKGROUND OF THE DOUKHOZORS

The earliecot beginnings of Doukhoboricm are very difficult %o
determine, This is in ne small measure due to the absence of any
uritten records by the Doukhobors (the "k" is almost silent, and the
aceent is on the last syllable) themselves. Consequently, much that
is said pertaining to their origin must be regarded rather eritically.

It is an establizhed fact, that the Russian Orthodoz Church
Suffered 2 sevious sehism about the year 165h. The schicm was proe
voked Ly the introdueticn of a reformed prayer book, by a certain
embitious Archbishop Nikon, who had risen above his humble peasant
origin to ihe highest position in the fwssizn Orthodox Chureh. The
reform, if it may bo btermed as such, was entirely one of religious
fermalism. T4 provided mainly for such changes as the uss of two
fingers instead of three when waking the sign of the cross, for reduce
ing the number of hallelujahs from two %o oney for a special shape
which the cross mmst take, and for the spelling of Jesus'® name.

Althouvzh the sco=called reform &id not effect matters of docirine,
it nevertholess provoked much dissention in the Orthodex Church. The

Chureh split into three factions: those who readily adoptod the reformg

those who rejected it and clung to the older forms; and those who
began to challenge the right of men to force changes in religious
uattere on others.® It is believed, and this belief probably hag

Liohn F. Zuvek and Patricia inne Solberg, Douhiocbors at War (Toronto:
The Ryerson Fress, 001952)' De fo
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good foundabion, thet the Doukhobors grew out of the last named
faction,

Aecording to Aylmey iﬂaude,z the name "oukhobor," was used at
least as far back as the year 1785. ‘It means, "epirit wrestler." The
name waeg ascribed to those whom the Hussian Orthodox Churech econsidersd
to be wrestling against the Yoly Spirit. The Doukhobors gladly apnroe
priated the name, with this interpretetion however, that they are those
whe fight nct with carnal weapons, bul amsad with the Spirlt of Truth,

The question rises, who was the founder of the Doukhobor sect? .
One can find no definite answer. Howasver, there is a tradition ameng
the Doukhobors themselves, which casts 1ight on the subject. ' The

English Cuaker, Aylmer Yauvde, in his work entitled A Peculier ecple,

The !.io:-.!tho'.:-oz's,g cites this tradition pertaining to the founding of

the Doukhobors:

in the ikraine, in what is now the government of Kharkov, at the
village of Ohotch, in the last yeore of the first half of the
eizhteenth contury, there lived a foreipgner, by some accounts a
Frussian non-conmissioned officer (but said alsc tc have been a
Guaker), wio acted among them as advimer and instructor. He
setiled their disputes, cooperated in their work, and was as a
Judge and friend among theme He had no fixed place of residence,
but moved from house to house till his death., e taught that
“iovernments are unnecessary, 21l men are equal, the hierarchy
and the priecthocd are a humen invention, the church and its
ceramonics are superfluous, monasticism is & perversion of human
nature, the conspiracy of the propietors is a disgrace to mankind,
and the Tsar and Archibishops are just like other pecple.”

Z\yiner vionde, A Peculiar People: 'The Douknctors (London: Arche
ibald Constable and To. Ltd., Cs 1905)s DBe 5=Ts

BIbid., pe 1lle
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It is not diffieult to ascertain way the Russian Orthedox Church
would resert to persecuting a. group of psople who profesced and zeale
ocugly spread such beliefs. Furtherrnore, it is quites apparent from
subsequent history that the Doukhobors held such Leliefs. As wag ine
eviisble, persecution followed. Hintory was made nanifest many timea
over, thet when ony dissenting Ledy is persecuted because of its pecule
: lar beliefn, it invarisbly becomes more consolidated in those particu-
lar bellefs during the course of the persecution. The Doukhobors
certainly proved no exception to tils as they, together with obther
diseenters, bore the brunt of a severe persecution by the Hussian
Orthodox Church.

During ihe gsecond half of the eighteenth century, the Toukhobors,
whe in their earliest history were scatiered througheut different prove
inces of Central Turopean Russiag, emerged as a distinct and unicue seche
Thie emergence became manifest with a coacentration of Doukhchors im,
the province of Fkaterinoslav under the leadership of a certain Sylvan
Holesnikev, while another greup of Doukhcbors concentrated in the prove
ince of Tambov, whers the arrogant and ambitiocus Tlarion Pobirohin
essumed leadershipe The respective reign of these two self-imposed
Doukhobor leaders merits brief consideration hers since it sheds light
on events that followed in Doukhober historye.

Sylvan Kolesnikov of the Ekaterinoslev group iz ‘he first Doulkhobor
leader to be named. The fact that he wus literate, marked iim oo one
of the elite, as one unique among the illiterate Russian peasanirye. Ye
was kind and generous. These gualities e coupled with a strict and

austere life. Characteristics such as these made his persoen attractive
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%o poople. It iz sigmificant thot Kolesnikov and his group did not
encounter any trouble with the lmssian govermment, which was due in no
small meapure to his administrative zbility, and aptitude for leader-
ship which he combined with hia teachinzs. The latter are still ree
flected in the basic belicfs and teachingo of the Doukhobors. Very
briefiy, he tsught thut men's souls fell before, the creation of the
workd, hence, mesn are falien angels. Two of his favorite sayings, ae
they have been clted by dvimer Maude in nis work on the Doulkhcbors are
vhe following: “Let us bow to the God in one another, for we are the
image of God on carth" snd "by the cleansing of repemtance, end the
enlightennent of spiritual insitruction, men reach the sweetness of
tnion with -.‘-c&;l."il 7hesce concepts are still reflected in the contene
porary Doukhobor bellioefs regarding the equality of men and the “Christ
withine”

Io 1775, Syivan Kolesnlkov died. 7The less astute, and fanatiecal
Ilarion Fobivohin, leader of the Tawbov Doukhobors, was reguested to
take over leadership of the groupe This now made him leader of both
colonies. Ilzrion Pobirchin's activiiies were concentrated chiefly
botween the years 1775 snd 1705. Fobirohin, the proud and boastful
dictator, who esbablished & theocratie despotiam among the Doukhobors,
possessed neithor the adainistrative ability nor the aptitude for
loadership of kis predecessor. Under his rule, comsmnism was first
introduced among the Doukhobors.

To zid him in his divinely ordained administration (bis church was
infallivle) Fobirchin chiose a council of twelve "apostles™ and twelve

th.i.d-, Pe 113.
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"death=bearing Angels." The latter; becams an inquinitional tribunsl
"to purdsh all who relapsed after once becoming Doukhobors,">

It was but a matter of course for Fobirohin and his group to
encounter eonflict with the authorities. This confliet resulted in
the exile of Fobirohin and nis famlly to Siberia, while at the came
time, much of the group undér his jurisdiction was dispersged over
digstant parts of the Aunsian empires

Imrediately after thls, Savely Kapoustin secretly assumed the
post lef't vacant by the banished Peobirohin. Kapoustin had served his
tuenty=five years in the army, and was now in the prime of his life.
Kepoustin is ersdited with founding the Kelmikov ruling dymasty anong
the Douithoborss The founding of the Kelwikov dynasty occured-in a
somewhat peculiar and unorthodox menner.  Aylmer Maude in his work on
the Doukholors, treate this subject rather extensively. (The writer
shall here briefly summarise Aylmer 1taudeted account). By reason of
the faet that Savely Kavcoustin had been a military man, his unborn son
was therefore subject to serve in-the amiy when he came of age.
Kapoustin desired moet ardently that his son should escape this fate,
To implemont this desire, he conjured up a rather shrewd if not an
wethical scheme. He sent hie pregnent wife back to her family. During
her stay there; a son uas born to ihe Kapoustines under the motherfis
femily name of Xalmilkov, Consequently the son was declared illegitimate.
Later Kapoustin remarried his wife, but the son retained the name of

5}.‘2.’;9.'3 Pe 119

6;.&‘1" De 120.
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Kalmikov, and when he later became leader of the sect, he was the
first of the Kalmikov ruling dynasty.

In the year 1001, lenient and humane Alexander I ascended to the
Russian throne. [e felt that persecution of Doukhobors because of
so=called religiocus error was an ineffective means of persuasion, fie
therefore aprroved a plan that called for a Doukhobor migration %o
vhat, Lecame known as the "Milky Waters" colonye The colony consisted
of a small plot of fertile land bordering on the Sea of Asov, just
north of the Plack Sea, and blessed with most favorsble elimatic cone
ditions. Accordingly, in 1801, thirty Doukhcbor families were transe
ported to tidis locatiocn. Higretion of Doukhobors continued and a
censiderable contingent arrived at “iMilky Jaters" in 1805. Ey the
year 1618, Kapoustin was leader of arproximately three thousand people
inhabiting nine villages in this area.! In view of the fact that the
"¥ilky Waters" people are the ancestors of contemporary Canadian Douke
hobors, the writer shall from henceforth confine himself to a study of
this group. It shkould be added at this point, that many Doukhobors
uwere widely dispersed throughout the Russian empire at this time, but
the largest compact vody was concentrated at PHilky Waters.”

To shed light on important events that follow in the history of
Doukhoborism, it is necessary to say sometiing further about Kapoust:i'.n
relative to his administration of the "iilky Wsters” group.

The migration to "iilky Waters" had hardly taken place when
Kapoustin cstablished himself as ebsolute ruler, to whom all owed

TIbﬁ.d., Pe 127,
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implieit and unqueetioning obedience. The result was that he "converted
an ultraedemccratic, anti-governmental sect into a society.in which he
¥as an aubocrat, controlling not only l}‘.—:rsons and property, tut even
the IVery thoughts of his aub:]ects.“a 4n habitual and furtive secrecy
in matters relative to the sect, itn leader and its internal affeirs »
wag cuickly instilled. Thie secrecy prevails right doun to trnis day.

Kapoustin adopted thirty elders and twelve apostles who alded him
in administering the colony. Community of goods as well as commmity
of women was zlgo introduced, The latter, although denied by a few
historians who are maniflestly and overly sympathetic towards the sect,
is fairly well established as fact. The chief occupation at "iHlky
Waters" was aspgriculture, to which the soll and climate was most favore
ably suited. In addition, handicraft was carried on extensively. The
c?lony begame in 2]l respects self-sufficient; which it necessarily
must, bzceuse the leader discouraged trade and commerce as well as any
intercourse with outsiders who were referred to as "Chaldeans."’

It was Xapoustin who establieshed the Orphen Hcuse which he called
Zion. Presumably, the Orphan House was intended to provide a welfare
agency for aged widous and orrhans. There is a well-founded suspicion
however, that its main intention and objective were to surply a seat of
governnent, +to centralize the powsr, and form a treasury to mest aduine

istrative 4zme::-gem:=fl.e.:"‘.J

e'Ibido, Pe 132.
9Ibid-, Do 131-
Wrpid., pe 1330
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In the Orphan louse were planted ithe seeds of the "Iiving Book,"
@ collection of Doukhobor beliefs, psalms, Scripture quotations and
pat answers to curious inquiries. The "Iiving Book" has nover been
written, but always committed to memory and passed orally from genere
ation to generation. The pealms which Kapoustin supplied to make up
the "Living Book"™ were sung in Zion by trained virgins. On reading
various accounte relative to the "affairs" of Zion, one gets a lurid
Picture of lewd end lascivious orgies, banal feasting, and much singing
by virgins who were virgins in name only.

Rapoustin was arrested and impriscned in 1616 on the charge of
perverting the Orthodox to lds heresy.u An aged, sickly man, he lane
guished in prison and was finally released on bail. His death occurred
in 1917 according to Doukhobor testimony. The authorities however,
became suspicious and exhumed his grave. They found thersin a2 man with
red halr and moustache, which Kapoustin never possessed, Conclusive
proof is lacking, but the general belief is that he recovered from his
illness at this time, and lived a self-imposed exile in a cave, from
whera he directed the affairs of his people until his zctual and
natural deathe

Between the years 1792 and 1841, leadership of the sect passed
through the hands of Kapoustin's son Vasily Kalmikov, and his son
Ilarion Kalmikove There is little if anything to say regarding the
persons of these two men, save that they Lecame drunkards and fell into
very evil practices. During the reign of the Kalmikovs the Doukhobors
experienced some of their darkest days. The Kalwikovs roamed from

1llos, Chapter VIX.
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viliage to village, too "busy" to attend to the administratior of affairs.
Under Vasily daludkov, the adninistrative power passed into the hands of
an inquisitional tribunal cbnsist:'.ng of thirty elders and twelve apostles.
Secret, crimes were committed by the wholesele, Torture and death were
meted oul upon mere suspicion of ireachery and treason. Uhen eventually
an investigation of the crimes was conducted, the authoritiee found
many todies horribly mutilated, as well as many which had been buried
alive, The execution ground wes discovered to Le located at the mouth
of the Itllky Yaters river. Hesultant to the investigation and the
findings, Alezander I decided to transvort the sect to the Caucasus.

& milestone, perbaps better, a turaning point.in Doukhobor history
wag reached when in 1841, eight hundred Doukhobors, Ilarion Kalmikov
anong them, were transrorted to the Caucasus. The year 1842 brought
eight hundred more, and in 1843 an additional nine hundred were transe
ported, All told, more than four thousand Doukhobors migrated to the
Caucasug. 2

Scon after the arrival of the first contingent, Ilarion Kalmikov
¢led, and leadership passed into the hands of Peter Kalmikov, one of
s several sons. Feter Kalmikov died in 186} after a short but peace-
ful reign, during which time the community prospered. Peter Kslmikov,
upon his death, gave charge to his wife Loukeria Kalmikeova, a rather
remarkable wWoman who became one of the most efficlent and outstanding
Douithobor leaders.

Praude, ope cit., p. 1h6.
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When the Boukhobers wers transported te the Caucasus, they were
given ¢ high vleak plateau vith wmlimited rich paature land, which was,
houever, scarcely it for agricultural pursvits, and which suffered
undeor the paibe of a severs c?.imt.e.' 'J’-i'a‘dit.ionnuy men of agriculiore,

the Doukhobors wera called upon for weentional adaptation, which to

“thedr eredit was accoplished with a marked degree of success, os they

beewm alwost wholly vaisers of mheep '&nd”uattle. This Toulkhchor
locntion in the Caucasus becsme kngwn 28 the "Web Mountains" culonye

inder the ableo and gulding hand of loukeria Xalmikova, to whom the
members extended unreserved loyalty, the sect prosnered ond expandad,
80 “hat Ly the tire of her death in 1886, the number of Poukhobors
eitusted in the Caucasns had incressed to twenty thousand.'> Tvemtually,
the setvlements in the Daucesus included the three provinces of Tiflis,
Rarg, and Slizabetpel. Thepe were siduatsd between the (aucasus mecune
tains and the Feraion fromtier, bordering on the Hluck Sea and extend=
lng eastward almost to the Cascian Sea.

It was uwndex loukeris Kelmikova®s admlniastration that a new Orphan
House wan buill, the expenditure being met with her personal funds.
This new Urchan House served the good and intended purcose. In a short
time the ocvlony possessed larpge capital as well as considersble land
and cattle.

Lovkoria Kaimikova’s action toward the close of her carser led to
a gendsnm in the Doukholbor camp, but probably wore important, it was
responsible for the noew ruling dynmasty that cmerged after her demise.

B_Md.' Pe 159.
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Loukeria Kaluikova, while visiting at the home of Vasily and Anase
tasia Verigin (loukeria's aunt through marriage) who lived in a southern
village took & fancy to young Peter Vesilovich Verigin, the son of
Vasily and Anastasia. Apparently ab Lhat tine she sceretly decided that
Peter V. VYerigin should some day succeed her as leader of the sect.

Some ycars loter whien the strapping, intelligent young Feter V. VYerigin
married a childhood sweetheart, Loukeria Ealmikova became infuriated
and demanded & divoree of the happy young couple. In spite of the fact
that her word was law among the Doukhobors, it was almost a year before
the divorce was finally sanctioned bty the parents of the bri.de.lh
Feaminile, young Feter V. Verigin was ordered to the home of lLoukeria,
wners in subseqguent ysars ho was educated toward his impending leader-
ship of the sect. JAlthough positive proof is lacking, there is good
resson to believe various accounts of illicit relationshipa betuwmen
Loukeria and her protoge during the course of his instruction.

When at her death, Loukeria Kalmikova proclaimed Feter V. Verigin
the new leader, contentione--and subsequently schismeearose within the
gects A certain “ichael Goubanov, brother of Loukeria, who could best
be referred to 20 secretary-treasurer of the administrative body, dise
puted Peter V. Veriginis right to assume leadership of the sect. He
wes supported in bis contention by two hipheranking officials in the
Doukhobor hierarchy, as well as a considerable following among the
subjects. There were many Doukhobors in the Caucasus who did not believe
that the "spirit" had passed on to Peter V. Verigin, and they denied his

so-called hereditery and divine right to assume the post left vacant by
Loukeria Kalmikovae

Lion divorce, see Chapter VII.




1h

In the ensuing contention, proof of Peter V. Verigin's royal blood
was established, aithough in a somewhat dubious and questionable manner.
A delegation was sent to his mother before which she publicly declared
that the late Feter Kalmikov, husband of Toukeria, had on one of his
numerous visits to the village honored her with his holy intentiong.
This resulted in the birth of cone Peter Vasilovich Verigine Proof suffie
cient had by this manuer been established for the followers of Verigin,
who then bacame known as the Large Partve

How followed a first in Doukhobor history. Ioukerials brotherg
Fichael Goubanov, snd his following which became known ag the Small
Farty, appealed the case to the civil auvthorities. The clvil authorde
ties intervened. In the ensuing court case, adminiastration of the
communal property waz awarded to Michael Goubanove Conseguently &
schlsm took place within the ranks of the sect. The more cealous and
faithful who believed that Peter V. Verigin sossessed hersditary and
divinely inspired right to leadership, adhered to him while the une
faithful who doubted and denied the hereditary and divinely appointed
right of Verigin, adhered to Goubanov and identified themselves with
the Small Farty. Of note is the fact that most members of the Small.
Farty were on the whole better educated than those of the Large Party.
It is the Verigin or Large Pariy with which the writer will hereaftor
be concerned, in vicw of the fact that this is the group uhich emigrated
t;o Canada.

The cvents unich followed cloze on the heeles of the schisn conirie
buted largely to the subsequent Doukhobor migration to Canada. They
further contributed, in no small measure, to a ccnsolidation of existing
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Doukhobor beliefs, wille at the same time muking additions to their
flexible repertoire of beliefs.

Fusl was added to the fire in so far as the 'we were robbed®
Verigin group was concerned, whem in 1887 military conscription was
introduced into the Caucasus. Unwillingly, the Goubanov party cosplied
and allowed theiz young men to enter the armys with the admonition
however, "not tec become muderers, and to be sure, if they had to g0
to battle, to shoot high sc as not to hit anybody.“ls

The conscription order encountered a flat refusal among the
Verigin adherents. This extreme negative attitude toward conscrintion
provoked the suthorities to send a force of Cossacks to the village
demanding surrendsr of the conseripts. When the Doukhobors staged a
royal nerformance of passive resistence - unich led to the arrest and
banishment of their leader Peter V. Verigine-an interesting and ene
lightening spectacle ensueds

* o o the Doukhobors assembled their young men, together with

their wives and children into & grenary. The rest of the

Doukhobors surrounded the gramary having previously armed theme

selvas with seythes, sickles and clubs. When the Cossacks

arrived at the guarded grenary the Doukhobors defied them to take
the congeripts. On the repeated demands of tha officer the

Doukhobors simply threatened them with their scythes and sickles,

The Cossacks withdrew without firing. They came back reinforced,

arrestgd Fo Yo Verigin and tock the conseripts into penal battale

10135.1

Feter Verigin was condemned on February 26, 1887, "for the pretence

of being Christ and the Tsar, apd for provoking the Doukhobors to dise

lsiéaude, ope cite, pe 26,

16-3ndinir Snesarev, "The Doukhobors of British Columbia® (lnrube
l'laied Thesis, The University of British Columbia, Vancouver, 1931),
Be 12,6
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obedience of the law of the c:om:lt.r,v.":‘-7 Ho was sentenced to five years
exile in Archangel whers he lived in his own house, enjoyed the services
of a Doukhobor manservant, and complete expense coverage by his loyal
followers,

Refusal on the part of the faithful to comply with government
regulstions, coupled with Verigin's exile and his remote control admine
istration of the group, touched off a series of chain reaction protests
and persecutions which led ultimately to much suffering and an exodus
from Russia. Reportes of ultra-cruel treatment in the penal battalions
tegan to filter into the anxious Doukhobor camp bereft of its divine
leader. The government, in an effort to enforce conseription, brought
increasing pressure to bear. Frotests, imorisonments, floggings and
banishments occured in rapidefire order. In addition, strife with the
Goubanov party continued with increasing tension betwecen the two groups.

Peter V, Verigin having completed his five-year term in Archangel,
was, instead of being allowsd to return to his wandering sheep, ascessed
an addiiional ten years in Siberia. His own actions, and the fact that
many meassengers were approhended attenmpting to communicate with him,
together with the well-founded suspicion that he was still directing
the affaeirs of the troublesome sect, undoubtedly nmrovoked this action
on the part of the government. His adherents of course denied in their
traditional secrecy that Peter Verigin was their leader. When questioned
as to who their leader was they replied with the stock answer, "We have

no leader, we are all egual.”

A7rbid,
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The additional ten-year term assessed to Verigin provoked incroased
unrest and anxiety among the falthful, as well as increased animosily
towards the governmente. Messengers continued to brave elemental and
governmental haszards in their efforts to communicate with theilr leader.
Host of them were ap; rehended and forced to make their way back %o the
communities via prison after prison. Few of them made contact with
Vérlgi.n, but those who did always returned with advice and sugzgestions
which Verigin gave in the form of letters.

¥hile in exile, Verigin gave himself over completely to studying
and thinking. He fancied himself %o be snother Flato or Aristotle;
the great and indisponsable thinker without whom the world would
surely collapse. With utnost diligence he read the writings of paci-
fists, %he most notable among them being Tolstoy. He adopted many of
Tolstoy's ideas and "suggested" them to the faithful as his very oum.
In addition, he soent considerable time studying the Wew Testament
uhich anthoritles claim he knew practically by hearte

the advice forwarded to the faithful via Verigin's letters pro-
voked economical, soelal and religious changes within the sect. A latter
writien in the late 1880%s precipiteted in a change of the Doukhchor's
offieial neme.

Furtherrore dear brothers and sisters, I offer for your consider-

ation that we should in the future call ourselves "The Christian

Ceomunity of Universal Brotherhood.” The name "Doukhobor™ is not

understood by outsiders; and though we shall in futwre still inwvoke

the Spirit of the Lord, to strive against the weakness of the flesh

and against sin, yet the nams ¥Christian Community of Universal

Brotherhood® will tell more clearly that we look on all men as
owr brothers, according to the command of the Lord Jesus Christe.
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From thim time we will, to the praiee of the Lowmd, %take the nams
Soe Srotiere and steveres 1o P AU vor Mt o5
008 A

The writor; on the basis of his study of the Joulhotors, is come
Pellod to sgrec with the comment of an choerver of the sect in Crneda
U0 5oid, “Tasy balie every noun end adjective of their cumbras title."l)

'i‘he following are exsrots from one of Veriginte lokters in which
e advocated measures and changes which added to the Doukhobor repere
toire of beliefs, revolubionized their sceial iife, reintroduesd vurs
Comunion aveny bthen, and culminated in a consolidation and wigue
manifestution of pacifist views. .
o wprong to kL1l animaip for food beeause it is wrong to take
1ife; thorefore oniy vegetables and fruita should constitute the

=ra
diet of humanga

Outhis sre bovh unnocspasry und wrong - ¥, as cne of Godis humble
corvants on eavth cannot guwoar alleglance %o anyone bub Him,

The Lime hae como whon all trun Joukhcbors must show tho world
toab 4% is wrong to oun a weapon of any kind, wrong to be in the
armye. ¥% will be pight for Upukhouors to refuse military servico
of any kind,

Mecontinue sexusl intercourse during ine time of your tribulation.
ihe nmost importent thing in this matter my most belovad brothers
and sisters, iz not %o Loke into account or pay any ationtion o
the lusts of the fliesh of people whe are not yel one with us; but
to raise oueself to the highest zoasible level if we underz2tand
The trialhe o o

Somo time elopsed bobuecen the dete that the feithful received thisz

lstast letter ond the buming of all thoir firearme. During the inteve

165‘!3{!&93 B si.&n » Phe 152=£3,
114,
Eozubuk and Solberg, ope @ltey tpe 13=lko
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lude, there was much guestioning and much thought concerning the new
precepts. "Just what did the leader mean?" was uppermost in the mind
of every faithful follower. MHust we give up our family life?™ "Iust
we give up our daily focd?" "Shell we keep our arms or destroy them?"
In addition, when Hicholas TII succeeded Alexander ITT in 189), he decreed
that every adult Russien must take the cath of allegiance. True to form,
the Verigin party f£letly refused, snd persecution again beset them.
The persecution doubtless hastened the ador;t:!.on of Verigin’s sugrestions
and contributed largely to that fanatieal and memorable event which
occured on a June night in 1895.21 The event to which reference is
wade, consisted in the burning of all weapons in the southern colony
of the faithful Verigin party. Not & firearm remained uncharred. Fes
nunciation of all and every war had taken place.

This action broughi hasty retribution and severe persecution.
Cossack soldiers were dispatched into the villages as occupational troopa.
They were typical, hardemed, morally cuestionable soldiers, end if ace
comts of their oxploits in the villages can be accepted, they certainly
carried on as suche Flopggings, beatings, bestialities, molesting of
women, incarceration of ringleaders and sentences to pemal battalions
in the army followed. Yet tae falthful remained passive. It seemed
the sole alternative to obedience was almost total extermination.

aAn account related by Aylmer Maude tells of one settlement of some
four thousend Doukhobors wnich was utterly broken up, dispersed, and

zllhudﬂ’ Ope c_i:}_o. DPe 336
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reduced to such straits that approximately one thousand of their nunber
died in lees than three yvears..a2

Zubek and Solberg®> in Doulhobors at Har, enlighten their readers
vith the fact Lhat the Doukhobors were never apgain permitted to settle
in one community. The government had had enough trouble with them and
congequently disperssd them among the villages of the Georglans in the
Caucasus, whare tiaey were prohibited from buying land. Low wages and
the few hours of available labor could not possibly suffice to vurchase
food independently. Accordingly, during the next two years, over six
hundred of the original lj;300 exiled to the Georgian Caucasus dieds
walle another hundred deserted the ranks rather than suffer.

The Ueorgian exile of the Doukhiobors is an established fact, but
there iz appurent lacl of agreement sbout the mmber of those who per=
iched during thiz time. Houever, botﬁ accounts cited above, give one
a vivid plcture of the dire straits in which the Joukhobors found them-
selves, and to what extremitics their blind faith in a leader led them.

Veanuhile, pacifists in Fngland, fmerica and the Continent began
%o take up the Doukhobor czuse, The Doukhobor cemp had come to the end
of the proverbisl road. Persecution and suffering, their lot since
Loukeria Kelmikovals death, had rendered a hearty, robust folk rather
weak and demented. They ycarned for an escape, & promised land, a
Utopia where they could live and work and believe as they saw fit.
Peter V. Verigin had similer visions in Siberia, and while his motives

22:bid-, Be 29,
23Zubek and Solberg, op. cites ps 15.
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were not the most commendable, he pleaded his people's cause with the
Czaritsa, requesting permission for h:is followers to leave the country.
Finaliy, when Wicholas IT's mother viq:lteé the Caucasus, the Doukhobors
themselves preseﬂted her with a petition to settle in some remote place
or be allowed o emigrate. She in turn 'réfez-red the matter to the proper
authoritiea. At long lass, in 1898, permission to leave Russia was
granted the Doulchobors on the following conditions:

1) that they should go at their own expense,

2) that those wio had been called on for military service, and
those (including Peter Verigin) who were in Siberia, should
remain to work out their sentoncesy and,

3) ikat if any of them ever Eﬁturned', they should be banished to
distant parts of Siveria.

Pharaoh had consented. The faithful could already feel the dry

land of the hed Sea botiom beneath their feet. What they needed now
was a Moses to lead them and a miracle to part the waters of the sea
that lay tetueen persecution and freedom. « Who would lead them out?

Who would farnish the funds?

2“'}-.1aude, OPe s_j_.j:_.' Pe 37.
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CHAPTER TIX
TURNING TO CANADA

Pacifists in England and Russia, who were sympathetic to the Douke
uobor cause, supplied a major share of the funds required to finance
& Doukhobor exodus from fussia. Tolstoy, the noted Hussian pacifist
Vhinker, was highly influential in soliciting financiel aid aon behalf
of the downetrodden Grogorisn-exile Doukhobors. !".'ost influential and
helpful, financially speaking, was the Quaker Society of England.

Ao initial attempt was made to settle the Doulchobors on the Island
of Cyprus. Two foukhobors, Iven Ivin and Peter Mshartof by name, were
¢ispatched to Cyprus to investigste the possibility and suitability of
a future Uoukhobor location on the Islands They were not too favorably
impressed with tho procpects which the island offered, and returned
with a like reporte ZIhe soil was too sandy to be suitable for agricule
tural pursuits, wiile the climate was simply too hot for the Doukhobors.

Simultaneously, the (Quakers of Fngland dispatched a certain IMr.

Ste John to Cyprus s armed with nmoney, for the purpose of arranging the
financial aspects of the proposed Joukhobor migration. The Ffinglish
government, to which authorities in Cyprus were responsible, required

a8 guarantee of 125 dollars per capita, as a precautionary measure in the
ever® the project falled. Eventually the English government was persuad=
ed to lover this fee to 75 dollars per imﬂ.grant.l

5. ¥, C. Yright, Slava Dohu: The Story of the Doukiobors (New Yorks
Farrar and Rinehart, ¢.I940), De 100
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In the meantime, approximstely eleven hundred Doukhobors assembled
at the port of Patoum, anxious to leave behind the fever-infested swampa
and the countyy in which they had bsen pushed from pillar to post be-
Cause of their "Christian" beliefs. A French ship was chartered for -
Cyprus, and 5%, John with no other alternative, paid the required
stipends The Doukhobor contingent embarked for Cypruse

Hearwhile, those who sincerely felt that Cyprus was a big mistake,
cast about for other possible locations to which the Doukhobors could
mgrate. North fmerien came into serious consideration, and plans were
formulated to cormission and dispatch an advance party to "feel out®
the possibilities of locating in Cznada. Accordingly, on Septemter 1,
1898, Aylmer Naude, U A, Hilkoff (a none=Doukhobor, wuno had been banished
to the Cauvecssus where he lived among the Doukhobors, understood them,
and was secquainted with farming and Bu:l.tal;le farm lands); Ivan Ivin with
his wife and aix children and Peter Mahartof and wife, sa:l.leq from Iiver=-
pool for Caneda on the S. B Vancouver.?

On arrival in Canada, Aylmer Maude and his entourage were eagerly
received by the Usnesdian government. When one takes into consideration
the faet that Canada was a very young nation posseseing unlimited resources
and tremendous possibilities~=yet lackine the manpower to tac and exploit
theee resources--one can readily see why Canada welcomed the news that
such a large group of people wished to settle en masse within her borders.
For some years, Canada hed been encouraging immigration, but her efforts
in the years immediately preceding the Doukhobor immigration had met with

%)y1ner Maude, A Foouliar Feoples The Doukhobors (Londons Archibald
Constable and Coe, LEds; €oT905T5 e 3
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1ittle success., The nwsber of immigrants that hed entered Canada in
the year 1895 was but one-fifth of the number that had entered the
country in 1891.° Hanifestly, it was welcome news that so many farmers
desired to settle on Canadats vast unsestled lands. Hence, it was a r
relatively simple matter to obtain permicsion to immigrate and settle.
khat remained now, was the choice of a suitable location.

The first site investigated by the advance party was located near
the city of Edwonton in bthe provinee of Alberta. Twelve tmah'lplh of
Some of Canada's richest and most productive farming land wsre chosen
for a site of location.

The happiness and satisfaction at discovering such a choice tract
of land was soon to wane when it was discovered that this land was not |
available for Doukhobor settlemente. There was at this time a great

deal of public resentment towards the so-called "Galician® immigrants,

@ony of whom had settled mear this area. These "Galicians® who were

of Ukrainian stock, had by their arrogance and general way of 1life
incurred the resentment of the public and the press. Consequently, they
were given a large share of publicity, most of it bad, which eventually
precipitated a controversy in the Canadian Pariiament, where a goodly
neasure of opnostion sprang up from the ranks of the Frogressive Consere
vative Party.g ‘he public ané the Progressive Conservatives opposed

3jonn P. Zubek and Fatricia Anne Solberg, Doukhobors at ‘iar (Toronto:

Zhe Ryerson Press, ¢.1952), ppe 19=2C.

hn. tounship consists of thirty six square miles, divided into sece
tions of one square mile, which in turn are divided into cne-quarter
sections of one hundred and sixty acres each.

sﬂal.ldﬁ’ obe EE" Pe 51,
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any further settlement of Russianeancestry immigrants in that area,
regardless of their apparent desirable qualifications. ' The Doukhobors
8s well, had received bad publicity in Canadian and United States newse
Papers, which did nothing to alleviate the temse situation. ZAccordingly,
vhen the investipgating party returned to the Dominion Capitol at Ot:tawa
with it's choice and decision, it was flatly refused by the Cznadian
governmente Zhus the Zoukhobors met with their first defeat in Canada,
vhen they were prohibited from settling near Edmonton on the tract of
land they had chosen.

Less suitable, yet good locations were shortly selected in the
Horthwest Territories. Two tracts were located north of what is now
the city of Yorkton, Saskatchewan, and a third was locsted between the
present Ssskatchewsn cities of Saskatoon and Prince Albvert. Coleny
number one, named the North or Thunder Hill Colony was located in the
northeast cornor of Assiniboia. Colony number two, named South Colony
(with an annex named Devil's Lake Colony), was located eighteen miles
Gouthwest of Thunder iill, Colony mmmber three; was divided into the
Luck Lake and Saskatoon settlements, also called the Frince Albert

6 I% is to be remecmbered that this colonization took placs prior

Colony.
to 1905. In 1905, Saskatchewan became a Frovince of the Dominion of
Canada, at which time the territories referred to were included in the
Frovince. With this in view, the writer shall elect to refer to the

entire settlement as the "Saskatchewan Settlement.”

‘., p. 53
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A generally favorable agreement pertaining to immigration and land ]
Setilement conditions was reached with the Canadian government. %he
following, are zuch conditions as outlined by Aylmer Maude! who negotiated
with government officlals on behalf of the Doukhoborss
subject to payment of an entrance fee of tenm dollars, which
payment could be deferred for three yearsj
2) Assistance by government interpreters, and sccomodation in
Covernment Immigratign Halls, on first arrival in Canadaj and,

3} & grant of one pound” for each immigrant, man, woman, or child,
reaching Winnipeg by June 30, 1899,

:
1) For each male over eightecn years of age, 160 acres of good land, 1
!
]

fdditional stipulations relative to pending Doukhobor settlement
in Cannda, were, that entry for homesteads be made individually in the
vsual Uapadian fashion, that vital statistics be supplied, that they

conform tc the laws of the country, and pay taxes. A very important

feature of the agresment, which was of special concern to the Doukhobors,

was this, that they were given the benefit of Canadat's Militia Act which

was on December 6, 1898 supplemented by an Order in Council to include
the Youkhobors. Frovisions of the Militia Act are the following:

Every person bearing a certificate from the society of Guakers,
Hemmonites, or Tunkers, and every inhabitant of Canada of any
religious denomination, otherwise subject to mllitary duty, who
from the deoectrines of lis religion, is averse to bearing arzs

and refuses personal military service, shall be exempt from such :
service when balloted in time of peace or war, upon such conditiona -
and under such regulations as the Governor in Council from time
to time shall preseribe.”

Tbid., pp. L7=L8. i

Byne English pound was valued at approﬁmte]y fheB6 in Canadian
funds at that time.

9!‘58“3, op. _t:_'.l_‘l‘:-, p. 61.
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The Homestead Law'® which caused ruch strife betwsen the Doukhobors

and the Canadiar government in later years, should te considered briefly
in crder to shed Light on the unhappy -clrecumstances which issued there=
from. The Homestead Law provided that every settlor must reside six
months of each year on his quarter-section of 160 acres. Six months
grace was allowed for those who entered applications in ithe fall of

the yesr, whereas, in the case of foreigners, the period of grace was

extended {0 one ycar. In order to "perfect” a title or deed to the

land, fifteen acr=s must necesgarily be under cultivation at the end :
of the third year. In the event a homesteader failed to meet such
provieions, hie enbry wae liable to. eancellation by the Land DNepartment,
and snother prospective settler could conceivably make entry for the
same tract of land,

Flainly, the provisions set down by the government were economically

feasitle, lenient, protectory and considerate to a large degree, of the

human conscience. Mo one affiliated with the pending immigration fore=-
saw even a semblance of the contention, 11l-will and general confusion
that eventually came to pase. 411 concerned, were satisfied and happy.
The Doukhiobors in Russia were anxious to be on the move, lest permission
to migrate be rescinded by the fussian authorities. The stage was set
for the record-breaking migration to MNorth fmerica's shores,

In January of 1899, the curtain rang down on a huge scale production,
ag the S, S, Lake Huron salled out of Batoum with her human eargo or

1050seph Flkinton, The Doukhobors: fheir Hist in Russia, Their
Migration to Canada (FiTateTohdas FerrIs and Toschy 5:10037; . 2.
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8ome two thousand Doukhobors. ©On the twenty=third day of the same month,
the Lake Huron and her anxious cargo docked in Halifax, Nova Scotia,
Uanada. Four days later, the S. S. Lake Superior arrived with an addi-
tional two thousand. Each of these vessels made another voyage, with
the result that by June of 1899 there were 75363 Doukhobors in Canada. 1
Approximately twelve thousand Doukhobors who did not wish to emigrate
remained in the Cauca=us, and an additional 110 remained in Siberian
exile. The total nuriber of Doukhobors whe had setiled in Canada by the
year 1899 included the thousand=-cdd Cyprus immigrants who were dissatis-
fied with the unsuiteble climate of the Isiand, and migrated to Canada
in Hay of :!.89?.3‘2

in eye-witness account of the first Doukhobor arrival in Canada
aboard the “. S, Lake Huron is related by Zubek and Solberg in Uouke

hobors at “are It was on Sunday, January 23, 1899, and

e o o Crowding the rails were the entire 2,000 Doukhotor passengers,
picturesque in their Sunday garbe J}en and boys wore goatskin cape
with the fur turned out and coats with the fur turned in. Yomen
and girls had long, full skirts, brightly colored in reds and blues.
Topying these were the dark homespun jackets and the various-hued
shawls, the platokes, 4 closer look would have revealed the strong,
massive build of both men and women. JShe older men were heavily
bearded; the younger wore moustaches, trimmed to long tapering
peinte. ‘heir features were prominent, their eyes clear and =2lert.
You wight have interpreted from their expression tqﬂt thay were
quite ac curicus about you as you were about then.- 3

Thus, Canadians had their initial sight of their country's newest
settlers. To them, Cunada extended an eager welcome and warm hospitality.

11T‘§BME. op. E_j:sv_.’ Pe 736
121314,
137ubek and Solberg, op. cite, p. 25.
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Doubtlesa, not a single curious onlooker aven dreamed of the strife

and 1lleuill that lay in the future. The Doukhobora were received as
future desirzble cltizens, but all too few of their number have to this

dey fulfilled thsbt trust completelye

R T N RN
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CHAPTER IV
bl'tSI’nT- :.l""JA" SM& SLF"!_“T

When the first contingent of Doukhobors arrived in Halifax, Nova
Seotia, they did not disembark, but nroceeded to St. Joun whers raile
vay transportation to the West awasited them, 4% St. John, the Doukhobors
boarded five srecial Canadian Pacific Rallvay traeing and procesded
westward, Tn Winnipeg, they detrained. Here the Doukhobors were tempoe
rarily guartered in the huge Immigration Hallas. Durinz their stay in
Wirnipeg, the Youkhobors settled dowm to a routine 1ife of handicraft
and handemanufacture of tools and wagons, waile they anxiously waited
for spring when they wight safely proceed to their lands.

A group of three hundred Uouknobors proceeded scme hundred miles
west of Winnipeg to Brandon. Hather than lying idle until such time as
they could move to their landa, these industrious Doukhobors hired their
eervices for the paltry stipend of £ifty cents per day. Jhic was cone
siderably lower than the current wage. OConsequently, it wes but a
short time until anti-Doukhobor sentiment arose among the public, bee
cause permanent residents of Brandon were foreed tc either lower their
rates or ceasc working. Anti-Poukhobor sentiment grew. to such propore
tions that the recidents of Brandon dispatched a complaint to Ottawa,
in which they berated the government for bringing the Doukhobora to

Caneda, thus forcing laborers out of their jobs. When finelly the anti-
Doukiaobor sentiment reached the stage where "Down with the Noukhctors™t

ljokn P. Zubek and Fatricia Anne Solberg, Doukhobors at Yar (Toronto:
The Ryerson Press, ce 1952), p. 30.
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Placards were paraded down the streets of Brandon, someone with fore-
sight took the paina to explain the situation to the Wered Douk=
hobors, giving the roasons for resentment and sugpesting that Doukhobors
raige their rates to the customary and current wage. The Doukhobors
readily complied, and the mindature warfare ceased. Hevortheless, a
few seods of resentment had been sown, which conceiwvably could have
Sprouted into fulleblown antagonisie

Heanwuhile, a group of the younger Doukhobor men advenced north of
Yorkhon, Szaskstchewan, whore they set up a rough winter cawp and began
preparations for the pending arrival of the entire group. They labored
diligently as they erected their rough-hevm homes. When five homes hed
been erected, forty members of the party moved south te the next location
where the same preparctions were carried out. Consequently, when spring
arrived, there had at lcast been wome provision made for sheltering the
homeless Doukhobors.

At long last, spring arrived, and the anxious M-Fhobors proceeded
to their lands. Two hundred and seventy thousand, four hundred and
eighty acres of prairie land had been set aside for 7,363 members of
the sact, 1,500 of whom wore mtm.2 As may well be oxpected, the first
Year of settlement was not without its grave difficulties and privations,
The 1lznd bad 4o be cleared and broken, homes had to be erected, tools
and machinery had to be purchased as did focd and other indispensables,
Pecuniary funds were scarce. Charitable friends and sympathizers took

2Josaph Tlinton, The DoukhoLora: 'l'heir Hist in fmsuh Their
Eﬁﬁ to Ganada (PMhdﬂlphil er. Q. ’ Pe 212,
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it upon themselves to help alleviate the acute shortages that prevailed,
and the govornment supplied seed for the first year. MMost notable anong
the charltable friends were the Quakers who sent thirty thousand dollars
to the Doukhobore.- However, the benevolence and charity fell far short
of the Noukhobor's needs,

Fortunately, the railway was being extended into Doukhobor territory.

This supplied a means wvhereby the Doukhobors were sble to carn additional
money. But it alsc caused a rather serious problem, because a vast
majority of the able=bodied males treked off to work on the rallway
grades, while manpower at home was reduced to 2 minimum. Likewise, the
few draw animals which they had the zood fortune to possess were almost
constantly occupied in transporting indispensable foodstuffs and suppliea
from Yorkton to the colonies, thus renderinz the situatiocn yet more
sarious,

Consequently, an added burden was placed on the women and children.
They worked foverishly building homes, plastering houses, clearing land,
planting minute gardens. When the situation reached the stage where
drawr animals were not avallable to draw the plows, wemen in *eams of
twenty or more, aszembled themselves in harness and performed the work
of horsez and oxen.

A semblance of progress socn beran to manifest 1tself among the
industrious and frugel Doukhobors. With the wages that men earned fron
"outside" sources-=the villapes that now dotted the colonies-ethe land
that had been cleared-~and the eager expectation of next year!s crop-=

3ayimer Maude, A Peeul:la.r 22 les The Doukhobors (London: Archibald
Congtable and Co. L -, c. 50
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thers was a hint of pending econmomic stabllity. In addition, the Douke
hobors were beconing orisntated to their now surroundings snd homas, and
the fsar of the uninewn, which had hounted them for so long, was ravidly
disannearing,.

Howowver, 1ifae in thelr new=-found homo wan not to be a bed of romes,
Trouble began Lo rear its ugly head. Internal disputes and contentions
bagan %o arizs in over-increasing numbers. In addition, pressure was
brought to bear upen them by the government s a remult of their none
Cocperation pertaluning to vital statistics and homastead provisions,

Iuternally, they dlsputsd the right of individunl and communal
tinersiip of lands IV is to be rewenbored that prior to the leader-
Ship of Savely Kapountin at "Hilky Waters,” and than lafer under the
aduinistration of Feter V. Verigin in the Miet Mo * ealomy, the
Doukiobors had elways practiced individuel ownorship.® Tt had been
their sincere intention, hnmve;.',__ te practico pure communien in Conada,
but strife arose when ;’.ndividuals questicned the adviselility and nrace
ticality of ouch an arrangement. OUme can readily see the reasons uhy
Such an arrangewent would beeome subjeet to guestion. In the fired
Flace, the Frincs 4Alvert Colony was separated from tha Horth and South
Colonies ty some threo hundryed miles. 4 shoriege of draw animals, tools
ané machinery ccused untold confusion and argement. @Which village, or
even which colony, shall benefit from the use of this particular horse
r thic particular plow on a given day? Inequality of distribubion was

another factor. Scme willages uwrre blessed with nore money and relatively
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sdoquate means, while in otheras s pitiful shortage prevailed. Mamy
Doukhobor waye~earncrs were inelined to withhold part or all of their
earnings from the central treasurye. Consequently, there was much ille
feeling, questioning and contention. As 2 result, meny of the Prince
#1bert colonists Locare independent and practiced individual aumership
regardlesa of whether the group liked it or mot. Cn the other hand,
there were the cdig-hardo, the overly zealous and radically faithful,
Who blindly and foolishly followed Verigin and inaisted on pure commue
niem, yeb were unable to make it function effectively.

In the suring of 1900, little more than a year after their arrival
in Lonade, a schism took place within the sect. Roughly, two thousand
nenbers separabod themselves from the cormumal system and took up indivie
dual homesteads.® The vast majority of these individualists were located
in the Frince Albert Colony. fThese individualicts formed the nucleus of
the Indevendent Douknobors society wiich exisba to this day.? Tnis lefs
roughly five thousand remaining Doulthobors who adhered to the conrunity,
posaibly three thousand of wailch, according to one authority’ would have
Preferred individual or family ownership, bub considered it impractical
at this stage.

The next several years were spent in coneiderable confusion by the
doukhoborse OCeneral ill-fesling and nonecompliance with Canadian governe
ment regulations increased. Aylmer Faude summed it up this way:

SFaudt, BB _f.‘_i_t._., Fe 18k,
&mﬂ.
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First they refused to make entry for homesteads according to
Cenedian law and cuntome. Wext, they objected to »egiater births,
deaths, and allow official cognizance to be taken of their marriages
and divorces. Next, some objected $o payving the 1ight Candian »oad
tax, almcet the only tm: they wers called on to pay. Hoxt; they
refused %o sccept sebllemont of lsnd difficulty on tevas they had
Propesed.  Hout, became evident they thesmelves did not lmow waat
they wanted,!

Into the nidst of this confusion ceme Foter V. Varigin's loticrs
of 1502, They were written 1t secme for his own aruserant, and never
intended to reach his people. In these ledters, Verigin expounded
bls views of a Utopla and x "back to the Ganden of Tden philosophye™?
fo condemned ths use of manufachured articles, of metals, cloiting,
borges and outile, aond foolishly ensush he condermed even the culiivae
tion of lend, The following ars soms cholce exorpts from Verigints
letvors that were publiched by the i-‘ra.e Age Preoz and abridged by
Aylmor Maudes i

90 agree to all the demanda of Cacsar's orgacisation, means to
take pard in their doings; and their doings we see are not goode
Heney we consider ourselves bound to relurn to thems o « as much
28 thoy may demand . o o bacause these tolens are devised by them.

I admit the pospibility of advising not to work physically, and
yet to be sufficiently fad (obtain firast the Mingdom of Heawen,
end 21l ihe rest will bte added unto youlp « « o Feople should
begin to preach peace snd poodwill, which sre bound up with zbsiie
nence. [lenty of corn oxists, 1f only avarice wers diminished,
Tho carth freed from the violence of humpn hands, would begin %o
abound with all that is ordained for it. I do not even imagine
that manidng would suffer want were it to sulmit to such a theory,
for, feeding moderately, the catablea now in cxistence would suffice
resnigind for o hupdred years, and within a hundred yesara the earth
would have time to clothe itzelf complately and return to its
prinitive condition. And humanity, together with iho spiritual
stature lost by Adan and Mwe, would regain an carthly paradiso.

uﬁalﬁa, EBQ E}_E-’ Pe 211,
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It 45 important for me to know: in order to live rightlye « o
should we keep cattle? « o o For 1% is very natural that if
fruits oxist, man should feol on them (that is my ultimate
convietion)e

If wo oannob ged on o o « without inives, then we shall never
free ourselven from the power of contemporary civilization « « »
If all hueanity begsn to live peaceably and quietly in huts, and
6Lill need an axe, then they would again return to the above=
wentionad: that is to the mines. You may say that oven in mines
one may lsad a peoaceful and tranquil life. T meply, "That man
vas crested not for nhysleal exintence, tut for spiritual.”

ind therefore, in iy opinion, man need not act, but need only
cbaerve and aduire what exists.

“Take up thy oross and follow me," and to follow Christ - we muet
live as he lived, end wo see thnt Christ did no phrsical work,
noy did the Apostles. 4nd if it is suprosed that such a 1ife is
only possible for a limited number of people = that apain is
incorrect. Is it conceiveble that Christ calied the Apostles teo
Sueh a4 1ife and than, seaing the whole or the half of hunanity
following, would have sald "No, there are too many of you?” Fere
faetion,; or holiness, cammot Lo regarded as only meont for excepe
Vional pecple: 14 is the portion of every man. That the Apostles
and Christ wore clothes and ate bread was natural, for there were
plenty of clothes and bread, and (one must add) even Christ and
the Apostlies were not able, all at ohca, to gc naked.

In order to be true followers of Christ, it is ehlefly necessary
to po and proach the Gospel of truth, and one may bef; bread for the
body. Ilsmember that the Apostles, passing through the Tield,
"nlucked the ears of corn and ate.” If any wish to labor, lat
them do soj bub ocur duty is to labor only in Christ's serviece.

From the fact that our earth borrows life from the sun, T think
that the nearer we individually msy he %o the sun, the betier it
vill be in all respsots o « o T considor, the proper placs of
vesidence to he . « o wWiere the sun, sending its teneficient beams
on all that lives, at the pame time will influence the brain of
mxn with ite vital cnerzy « o o Fan emvloying food raised by an
abundance of solar heat, as for instance, raspberries, strawberries,
and in general, so to say, tender froits - his organism will be
Tormed, as it were of energy itoelf, because tendrr frullte, T
suppoze ecntain in themselves very much, as it were, of compresged
solar other; that is tc say, waratheensrgy  « « ¥Feeding on food
that grows, and, ag far as posgible, on fruits, I sce to be advane
tagecus already in this raspect, that I shall consume inic mysell
more solar heat, which is emergye. A1l in conseqguences of that T
nhope even to be wiser.

Pl o S e L
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trae Christienity from time Lmmemorial has been persecuted heeause

it 49 harnful to any and overy govermmental structure. Let the
veople carry out the saying, "If anyono crites thee on the ons
chusk, tura to him bhe other,” what will follicw? The complotesnt
rulni, Ulbimately, of course ihe commlete unificaticn of t
nations would resslt, bub poople feor Yo trust one anothers' o

Doe can well waderatand how such vhilosoply, coming from a "divine"

leader, would reise havoe with ninds slready saturcted with senfusicn,

There were the overly sealous areng the Doukhobors who readily and
without revervation sccepted these views as verbally and divinely
inspived, Veriginis “promised Jand® was o besutiful vision, which
Some of nis followers foclishly and blindiy beliewed could becoms a
realitys The idea sproad like wild=five acress the prairies. Many
were preparad to leave fmmediately in seareh of the Yprovdised land.®
4% a rosult of these letiore and the fanatical views they contained,

Ereator tousion was proveked within the sseb, that eulwinated in

another sehism. The Utoplans bacwue knowm as the "mad” brothers, while

they in tuwrn looked askance at the “Bad" brothiers.

Flans bogen to materlglise for a pilerimaze to the Pproadeed land.™®

Cltzwa was petiticned to resove the fanatics to this Ypromised land.”
Heoedlass to say, the petition was Ignoved by the fedsral government.

How the Doukhcbore begen to confiscate many necessities of life. énimals

were liberated, leather gouds such as shoes and harness, ations and

matal Lesterncrs all fell prey to the confiscation and were burned on a
huge pyre. The woney which they possessed was turned over o the nsarest

imdgration officer, as the fanatices "rendored wnte Cassar the things

videh are Caccartolti:

mﬁa‘m' DD E_i_t_o' FPe Z2h=2f0
Ugce, ue. 22:21 and Mk, 12:17.
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The climax of fanotioism wae reached in the pilgrimsge itself,
From village to vAlloge the pilgrims marched, bearing only their clothes,
Some bread and ap les. The majority wors bare-headed and bare-footed.
Un Ootober 25, 1902, the last village wez left behind as the trek
pointed towerds Wimvdpeg. Thves days inter. the police interferrad at
Torkbon, uwheore 1,000 women and children were not zllowed to continue.
The male mombera of the pilgrinage somehow manuged to elude the uolice
and narched on. By Hoverber 3, they encountered sncwe Necause they
had no shelver, mmd beocause their only feod wac ubat they could slsea
from a fow eavs ‘af corn on the flelds, they were scon quite starved
aad devented. Flnally, the authorities took action, and on November
B, after a domonstration of passive vesistance by ‘he Loukhobora, they
were herdod as catile cnto specisl trains and sent baek %o Yorkbon,
from vhere they ewventually dispatched to their villages. All told, h50
men remsined to the bitter end of the pilgrimage. The pilgrimage was
over, but dizcention continued to exist between tho "riad" and "bad"
brothers, until Vorlgin arrived on the seene. %hen he arrived the situe
abion took on a new aspect. 2ut again, seeds had been soun, seeds thad
grew eventually into the wost fanatical demonstretions, ceede from which
greu the Some of Freedom'® faction within the Doukhobor sect.

Aubumn of' 1902 proved a Llessed essason for the Doukhobors, espeeially

those who adhered falthfully to Peter V. Verigine It wag then that the
longeauaited nows of Verigin'e 1iberation from Siberian exile uas

Joyously received. %ell cun wo imagine the excitament and the feverish
prepurctions that raged through the villages. To get a glimpse of the

u!nf:'n °
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ploture one need only imagine the state of affaire that would prevail

if Jesus Christ wore to arrive in a colony of faithful and devout
Christians. retor V. Verdgin, Petushke,’> was coming. Decesber 22,
1902, was the great and memorabie day. Verigin arrived in Winnipeg.
Heedlesz to ssy, cestatic rejolcing and celebration fellowed his arrival.
The Dowkchobor Hesseiah had arrived, and "Cheioctoas was celebrated fimure
atively if not litara?..laro“v'

in ghort order Feter Vo Verigin proceeded to reatore oxder and
narmony sweng his peopie. This he acca#plished %o a considercble
degree by showing Sact and good business judgement. towever, Verigin
Has not as oiralghtlorwerd 28 it seemed, OConceming the recent pdlgrisme
age Lo the "promised lond,"¥ Verigin, to use a popular phrase, “played
both ends against the middle.” when dispuseing the matter with none
Pllyrims, he Lerated the pilgrims for their antics. The pilgrinms thowe
Selves he commended, and extended hio aduiration and approval to theme
it the sare time ho admonished them to sebtlo dewn, for they hai accome
plighed sufficient %o prove their zeal and spiritual strengthe For the
Pilgrims, thic wes a morel victory, while for ihose who declined to
participate in the ill-fated trok, & practioczl victory was wine In this
way Verigin succeeded in some measure to repair the broazeu that had been
caused by the fanatioal move. On the other kand, his twoe-faced methods
provoked doubte in many minde. Many of hie followers boygan to doubd

iicaning, "Nessiak,”

Uzubok end Solberg, ppe titep, Pe 5%
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Verigint's Givine leadership as well as his sincority and interest in
the group.

In spite of tids, sconomic prasperlty becane evident under Variginle
adrindstration. In sddition, some Doukhovors began to make emtries for
land, give vital gtevistics, pay tho road tax, and even made arrangements
with the government to build rosde themsolves. Outwardly, it scemed
tnat at last the Doukhebors would cooperate with the government and
becoma an econowically stable group and pme to becoxe good cltlzens
of their pew countive :

But the fanabics romsined. They were determined to put the philoge
ophy of Verigin®s letters into practice. Accordingly, in 1203, ancther
attenpt was made to secl oub the "promised land." As they marched froem
village ¢o village a new feature was added., They bezan to strip off
their ciothes. The pilgrimage wos short-lived however. Yorigin disape
Froved and notified the police, who promptly put a halt $e the mude
Procession.

Trouble bogan to brew afvesh when the governrment apgpointed a Commls-
clon %o tour tho Doukhebor conlonies. 7he dutles of the Comnission wnre
% determine whother all Doukhobors had complied with the Homestead
act, to give a finsl word of caution pertaining to ths homestead laws,
and to report all nonecompliers. Verigin, sensed that trouble was
vending, and passed along instructions that Doukhobors were not to sign
Tor land indecendently, and then conveniently deeided to vieit New York,
after which he sailed for Purope and visited in Russia. Uuring his
perfeoctly-timed sbsence, he received woeful tales from hin adherenta,

concerning the situation at homo. Tn June of 1907, the government, on
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the strength of the Commlesion?'s findings, and after repeated attempts
to enforce tie law, issued evietion notices and over one hundred thou-
gand aeres of loukhobor farm land revertsd back to the govment.ls
During the process, roughly, cne thounand Toukhobors signed as Indepene
dents wilch inereased the ranks of this group to asproximately three
thousand. Those wio were the victims of the confiscation, were pervitted

to retain fifteen acres per fardly, which was hardly adequate on waich

te cam a decent livinge

Shortly thorsaftor, Verigin returned from Furope. Ags a result of
the land confiscation, he found his pacple more cleosely imit together,
and elinging to him more falthfully. Collective Doukhobor sentiment
wag that they had been rotbed by the evil govornment., So there was
grsater cohosion and faithfulness to Verigin within ihe sest. In spite
of tnisy there was rectleesnese within the Doukhobor camp. Ceonciderable
tension eninmted between the Indepsndente who did not suffer from lond
confisestion, and the faithful who now had but fiftcen acres per family,
in addition, the number of fanatical Jons of Frsedom was increasing,
wille doubt and suspicion roigned on all sides.

By August of the sameear, the voleanie ataze wes sot for another
fanatical eruption. Those who Wers resronsible for this situation,
wall remsmbored Veripints promisc of four years prior to this time.

A

He had promised that if necessity demanded it, they would look for the
Yprosdised land.® In the syee of the fanatics, the demand was never

s

groater. The time was nowe <The result was another pllzrimages

Elghty Sons of Freedom marched south cver the same route wihich
the firat pilgrimage had token. By Hovember 1, 1907, the parade had

1511:16., Po M.
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reached Fort William, Ontario, where it bozzed down percanently. #n
old dnglican parecnage vas rented, for which the Sons of Freedon duti-
fully paid their dues from monies carned et odd jobs during the winter.
The parsonage becowe their headquarters. Tn view of the Pact that the
ovents that took place during the pilgrimiz tenure in Fort Hilliam shed
ligat on later Sons of Freedom practices, they will te given trief
consideration hers.

In Fort “illiam, = certain Horis Sachatoff who was a Rusoisn Jew
and forimor watch monder in New York, hwcame the pilgrimtz selfeappointed
gpokegman and leader. Yubek and Solberg give o picturesgue charactere
ization of hims

e was of course nob a Doukhobor bub no one excepting tho Sons

knew that. e iwitated their dress (more often lack of dress),

grev o voard; became a vepetarien end ctheruise conducted hinmselfl
dike one of theme HHe wss a vorbose individual and liked nothing
petter then to philesophize on anything from politics o loves + »

Hith long hair and flowing beard, his alort and quizsical biowm

eyas eselng cul {rom benasth huga tufts of eyebrows, he would

address the citizens of Fi. Willism in Russianeacconted fnglish,
expounding the philosophy of "his™ people. The amused andience
thwew queation after question which he unauﬂmd irpressively

while thoroughly enjoying their amasenm ot

On New Year's Day of 1908, Fort Willian witnessed the strangest
Hew Year's parade on record. It was a Sone of Freedom parade, and it
consisted of Usukhobors murching along the strests of Fort 4illien
copletely deveid of all clothing, save the rubbers on their faet, “hen
arprohended by ihe poliece, they offered this explanation:

On their Hew Year's Pys the English Christians drink vod 2 and
gshout all nighte e Doukhobors meither drink nor smolej;*! we ave

161‘)1“ ep Pe ?5.
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temperate in our habits, our food and drink. Bub when we go for

& walk in the clothes Cod gave ue, these fnglish Christians are

upeat ag though we had done wrong. 9hat is the matter with them

anpugy 748

The parede was broughd to o halt and the participants wore reprie
manded, but the Sons of Freedom had won another victorve Ihelr belief
that nudity wee an offective mesne of protest was consoliduted. iHow
right they were will be borne out later in this study.
el sprdng of 1908 brought enother wave of Sons of Freedom nudityr.
It seemed thet with the warm rays of sunghine, the green treca and gvase,
and the bloocwing flowsxs the “ons of Fresdom acquired an irresistible
urge to sun themselvss in the nude. They hed little or no ragard for
the public and its sentiment, be 1% »ro or cone The inevitable result
vas the arrest of nineteon Sons of Freedom, ten men and nine women,
iho were sontenced to n sizemonth prison tern. Ansther result was thab
the province of Ontarlo began o lssue complaints to the federal govern=
ment concorning the “ong of Freedoms "Send them back whers they holaoug,®
wes the hue and ory of Cmtaric. 4 strugrle ensusd betwesn the Province
and the federal goverusuenty in wiich the Province emorged vicioriova.
The Sons of Fracdom were shipped tack to Saskatehswan, where unfortunctely
they hecams the responsibllity of no one. Verigin vehszently denounced
them to both the government and the press, snd refused to have anything
to do with the noxicus faction. At ¢hie some time however, he slyly
avoided any reference to nie Yback to the Gardem of Sden® philosophy
which was x»osponsible for ithe existing aituation.

187ubek and Solberg, ope eites 7pe T5=T76s
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Consoguently, there wes now in the JSonu of Fresdom a sech within
a sect, tho extreme "left" wing, bent on realising to the fullest extent,
the idle philosephy of a leader who Letwayed and rejected them complstew
lye There was trovble em the horlson. Something had %o te done in
order to oalvege the tewperate and leveleheaded menbers of the sect.
There was danger that they would identlify themselves eithsr with the
Independents or the Yons of Froedome Verisin frowmed on both factions,
it was a perplexing probles for the leader. lHowever, Verlgin proved

to have thas snewer to this perplexing probleme

B ——




CHAPTER ¥
PART T BRITISH COLUMRIA SETTLEMENT
inder the Leadership of Feter Vasilovich Verigin

Petor Vasilovich Verigin's solution to the perplexing problem that
confronted him, was a migration with bis faithful following, 2c the
province of Britich Columbia. Several factors served te influsnce such
a decision on his parbe

One of the chief factors which influenced Veyigin®s decision to
mgrate, was the fact that disintegration had already taken plece within
the group, snd was stesdily on the increase. lNore and sore coer-unity
menbers were beconing Inderendent snd sigaing for their lando indivie
dually, at the seme bLivwe refusing to share with the commnity. Raiat-i.w
factors, such 2o the antice of the Scna of Freedos and the confiscation
of Doukhobor lands, played an important role also. CGovernment action
had hoen drastie and cauced ecnsiderable ill-feeling and alienation on
the purt of the Usukhobors. Hven though mueh of the Doukiobor land had
already reveried back to the govermment, there was danger of losing that
which remained. 7Tane governzent continued to epply pressure with respeet
to the ilomestead Act® and vital statictics. The faithful continued in
thelr obstinate refusal to cowply. Scmething wes bound to happen.

An addaitional and prime factor influencing Verigin®s decision %o
vdgrate west, was the faot that education had found i%s way into the
Upukhobor colonies. # relatively large nunter of Independente wers sende-

*supra,
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ing thelr children to sehools which the Quakers had established in their
colony. Verigin guickly realized thet secalar edueation could and would
have a devastating influence on his pﬁiiosop!w. Po increagse the danger
from the oducationsl quarter, the Seakatchewan government was letting
it be known that additional schools would be established throughout the
Doukhobor colonien, and that educntion would oventuslly become compulscrye
Undoubtediy, the edveation question as much 28 any other, influsnced
Verigin's decision to rolcoste in some place of seclusion where mo
govermnent would interfere.

Gonaequently, he set out for the western provinee of Iritish
Columbia, o soa wvhat could te accomplished in the way of purehssing
lend eutyipht. By purchasing lamd outyright, he could avold the objection=
able Homosina? Act and ite consequences. s search for the "promised
lend” brought him to the Kootenay rogion of Southorn British Columbia.

“atisfied that hls sparsely populated mountasin region would well
derve ag the "prosiced lamd," Verigin toolk an cption to purchase eome
land 2nd returned to hic colonies in Sackatchewnn, Ha ignered completoly
the heretic Inderendents of the Prince Albert Colony, and unfolded his
beatific vision of the “promised land® to the Thunder Hill and South
Celony Deokhobors, who were highly impressed with Verigin'e account.?
" They rejoicud ot the prospects of a new howms, where the sumers are hot,

the winters cool but not cold, where reinfall is bounteous, and whore

2Yerigin®e adherents from the Frince Albert Colony had prior to his
departure for Fritieh Columbis moved their families und possessions to
the Thunder Hi1l and South Colonies in anticipation of an oxodus to
the “promiced land.®
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. if thot should fail, the numbsrless mountain streams could well serve

0 irrigate the land. .

Leaving =sn onthusiastic following in his wake, Verigin returned
to British Columbia with an advance ezpedition of Toukhotors. Heminice
cent of the advance expedition to ¥orkiton when prepgarations for the
Saskatchewan aettlement were made® they begen to cloar some of the
heavily=timbered land on which Verigin had taken an cption o purchase,
hoar Welson Dritish Columbia. OShortly thereafter, another party advanced
west and south te the town of Grand Forks just north of the internstional
boundary, where they out timber for houses of a sscond colony. han the
advance preparstions ware made, Veriginm, in 1909.l’ took up his option
on the firsy tract of land, The first colony was mamed Erilliant,

In ovder to finance the British Columbia Settlenment, Verigin had
borrowad one hundred thousand dollars from a loan comoany, for which he
pledged Community land in Saskatchewsn as mecurity.® in sddition, he
2cquired a sizeable sum of monagy from the central community tressury in
Sagkatchiewan, and persuaded substantisl owounts from the pockets of
rigrating Doukthobors.

In 1909, the first contingend, nuwdbering eight hundred, left Saske
atchewan on a speclal train. drciving at ¥riliiant and Grand Forks
colonies, thay irmediately set themselves to the task of clearing land,
Planting vegetebles and building hcuses. Ones again, as they had during

35&1‘3 ®
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thie Snskatchewan Settlement, Doukhobors chowed their enthuslasm and
ability in rendering virgin soil sultable for tearing, and in providing
therselves with sholter and a ldvelihood. The year 1910, witnessed the
influx of another sizeable coatingent of Doukhobors from Saskatchewan,
In the same year, the induntrious Poukhobors built a saw=ill, rlanted
fruit trees, and purchesed a Jam factory fron the Kootenay Fraserving
Company in nearty Nelsone? tnder Douktobor adminietration the factory
Prospered and essily produced snd outsold ite fommer espacity. Zhe
Jem produced wes named "K. C. Brand?? a trade nare that was to becoms
famoue with western-Craadian housewives.

In 1911, bhere was ancther influx of over cne thousand mer, women
ang children. ifuch of the heavilyetimbered lend had by this tire been
transformed into an orchard. In addition, practical and r=latively
confortebls homes had been builbt. A large and cormodius ranchhouse
uas selocted se a home for Peter V. Verigin, Fure communism was in
vogue st thip time. The pecple lived in communitles as they worked and
shared together. 7The people were havpy, healthy and industrious, Ale
though fruit faring was an innovation for the Doukhctora, it is said
that thelr orchards were among the clesnest and most productive in the

countaye Louknowor lands, the titlee to wiich were registered in Verigin’s

neze, and which he turned over to the Christian Community of Univercal
Brotherhood in his last will and testament, hed rapidly increased in
velue, and by this time half the total purchase price had been paide

bynid,
Ibid,
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lew colonies were bepinning toc dot the lmndscapes of southern British
Colwatia. From the two mother-colonies at Briliiant ond Grand Forks,
settlemenie spread Lo Chenpion Creek, Olade, Pese Ureek, and Croscont
Valleye, Uy autumn of 1932, there were some five thousand Deulehobors
in Brition Columbia, leaving approximately one third of the Comwumnity
Doukhobors in “asketchewan. OFf this nusher, arproximately seven hundred
Wers sehocl-nge children who had never had the tenefit of fomal edue
cation, aud wicse kuowledge of the ‘nglish lsmguage was for all practical
purposes nil.”

in spite of illltevracy, a new and proeperous emnire, a veritable
Ration within g nation had besn founded by the Doukhobors. Unfortunately,
Prosperity wes not ¢o continue. 411 would heve rormained well with the
~ouxhobors, uere it not for their belief that human goveruments ave evil,
Shevefore, thay wosld not and eculd not ghow any sllegiance to the gove
ermment, It would hove been well with the Doukhobors if they had
conceded to eoooerabe with the povernmsat, or i€ the governmant in
neglect of 4ts duties would have been content to laave thinge as they
weras i every government must necessarily have its leglelations; be
they ovil or ciberwisg. Citisens or non-citizens (as in the case of
the Joukhobors), wio are under the jurisdicticn of that pertieulsy
governaent are obliged to abide by ite lawej likewise in iritish Col-
unbiae Formal education and registration of vital statlstics, the tuwo
factors wnich coumed contenticn betueen sect and state, were compulsory
according to Eritish Columbia government legislation. ¥han the Douke
hobors feiled, and then simply and utterly refused to comply with these

Sbid., pe 253=5k.
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laws, it naturally led to athempte at laweenforcemant by the zovermment.
then attempts to enforce the law failed, there axose a series of conten-
tlons between the lUsukhobors and the British Columbia gavernment whiich
exist to this day.

In Urand Forks, the scheol authorities began to apply pressure,
and for a time a few Uoukhohor ci:ildrem at‘ended sehcols. Tn short
order, houaver, the abtondance dwindled, and within a year disd out
cocpletely; 1ilewize at Brilllant. Peter Verigin erected a school at
Brilliant on the pretence that Doukhotors were willing to abide by the
lawe of the Provimee, Tals Verigin school was attended by selected
children oniy. Afber ons term, the school was closed with the excuse,
“the Doukhobors do not wish to send their childrem to school.”” Result-
ant to the entire situation was this, that four Doukhobors were sentenced
to three monthe in prison for violation of the school legislation, and
the "iirths, Deaths, Marrlages and Registration ict.” These four men
became the first, but by f£ar not the last Doukhobor "martyrs" in
Eritish Columbia.

Before wmroceeding fsrther, something should be said with respect
%o the organiecation of the Joukhobor villages in Eritish Columbia. As
mentioned, pure compunism was practiced. The commmity or "commme®
existed on the rrineiple, "for ecach according to hie needs, from each
according to hie wbilities."’’ A1l members of the comsune, when at home,
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uers providsd with shelter, $iour, potatoes, and salt by its central
office. ELach houge s provided a sufficient supply of green vegetables
and frult for its oun use. .4nannual, predelermined stipend was sllcted
to each renber of the commne. The sllicted amount was not stationary,
bub varied from year to year, a8 well as from perscn to person, in
keeping with the principle upon which the commme existed. For instance,
dlileront ancunis were alloted to sble-bodled men, widows, and old men
respaotively. Sny "outoide" wage woney was turned over to the centrel
oifice, end the wuge carnor received his annusl stipend and no more.

Under thie systen of administration the Uoukhobore thrived and
brospered for seoveral yeurs. However, acbuses, Inefficiency uand wastee-
fulneas finalily procipitated a Lreakdown of the systeme As a result,
& narked degree of disinbegration made its way into the communities.
Some mowbers struck out on their own end became Independent, perhaps
Lecause thay were wwilling to share the “outside profits, and because
Yarigin's nocds sesped to be in great excess of his abilities. Others,
dissalisfiod with both the community and Tndependent life, drifted into
the Yens of Yroedow folde

Hon=Uoukhobor neightors could not but admire the sectarians for
their industry and prosperity, yet ‘.'“me could not (and understandably soc},
gea eye vo oye with thes concerning theoir views toward formal education,
vital statietics and alleglance to governmente. 4 ateady file of corglaints
Has received Ly the Britisn Columbia government te the oﬁ’eet_. that the
Doukiwsbora were not zending their children to school, and failed to
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manifest attitudes that would make &hen desirmble citizens. Consequently,
the "loyal Commisoicn on Doukhobors of 1912712 yug sppointed by the
goverument for the purpose of studying the entire Doukhobor situation.
Another stated vurpose of the Commizoion was Lo render suzgesticns and
recommondations towerd a solution to the existing problems. in wwise
Ohoice, in the opinion of most suthorities, was that of “m. Flakemore
43 Commissionsr. Under ide comlssionership there followed a geries
of bearings and investlgations, abt which TFster Ve Verigin rendered
evasive and ambigucus testimeny. For example, he testified <hst in
the originel imdgration agreement with the Canadian government, the
Btated conditions wers that each imrigrant be required to ray only the
ten dollar stipend for nig homesteadel’ Ho maintained thet no othsr
conditions and bonds were attached. Tt i= true, that the illiterate
Doukhohors probubly misunderstood the terms of the sgroement, bubt Veripin
biEsel? was suificiently literate to understund thems He was woll awvere
of the fact that the agreement ountained therms in addition to payment
of the ten dollar entry fee.

The guestion of military exemption also aross during these hearings.
“oma officials were minded to deprive the Douknobors of this privileze
wiieh the Conodian government had granted theme In this matter, Verigin,
to serve his ven cause and that of the community Doukhobors, played
both ends against the middle as one day he would assure his adherents
that they would continue to remain exempt from military service, and the
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next day assurod the governaent that Tndependents wers no longer to be
considerad Uoukhobora and therefore not entitled to exemption. Iwery
consideration that arose dupring the course of the hearings received
the sawn treatsent from Verigine The wpshob of the entire procedure
Wap thiz, that Cowmicsioner Diskemore recommended cancellaion of the
{irder in Cc!mcil'u‘ exempbing UDoukhobors from military serviee. He
berated them to the effect thad they never would become good and desire
able eitinens, ond he suggooted rather imperatively that they abanden
their traditional pacifism and serve in the army when called upon.

The net reaullt wos this: the governmend had wasted huge sumsz of
nonzy becausze the Commiselon failed to accomplish ite intended parpose.
e entire procedure caused increased allegiance to Verigin uhers the
cummnity peopls were concerned, while at the same tims alienating many
of the Independents because of Verigin's dual strategy concerning the
wilitary ouemption guestion. “nother result was further alienation of
all Doukhotors in thelr gympathy, or lack of 4%, toward Canadien
inntitutions.

World Var I esused much exeitomsnt and tension within the Doulkhobor
Polde It served however, as 2 lever in the hande of Verigin, with which
he pried a considerable number of Independents from their substantial
holdings back inte tho communal fold. To serve this purpose, he
threatened them with conscription into the military forces as the inevits.
ble result of remairing Indopendent. The large msjority of Independents
did not however avail themselvee of Verigin's dublous protection. 3But
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there was novertheiess mach snxiety and tension amonyg them. Finally,
in 1917, they formed a society of their own with Peter C. Hakarorfl®
@8 leaders The Society of Independent Doukhobors issued cards to their
members wilch identified them in the following manner: "This is to
COrtify that suuccsesccesscsvscescssco i8 & mamber of the Scclety of
Tndependent Joukhobors, otherwise known as Uoukhobors, and as such ies
Specifically exssipted from the offects of the ¥litary Servics Act of
1917:91%  Thase identification cards were honored by the aut.h-oritiea.
Thue e Crder in Couneill? exempting all Doukhobors frem militory
#ervice was upheld., DBecause of the war, public feeling wam at this
tire at an all Yme rghe Con:-;aquently there was much publie rezentnent
tovard the loukhcbors and their militery exemption, especially toward
the Independents, wany of whom had substantial holdinge, larje new
homes, automoliles, trucke and varicus other modorn ccnveniences and
luzuries, Cme can underatand why the publie felt 2s it did toward the
Dovkhobors. Son after gon marched off to way and mever returned, while
thoss well-to-do Independentz stayed at home and thrived on high pricse
and labor shorbages.

During the war, the commnity showed great prosperity. The war
itself with its high prices for apricultural products and lebor, both
of waich could be supplied by the community, was almoat solely rosponsiblo.
The time had also come for Noukhobor expansions for commnity memberehip

15, Saskatohewen Independent Doukhobor, alse an attoimey.
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in British Columbia was now nearly £ive thousand eight hundreds Tn
addition, there uap ill=fecling towards Vorigin from Independent scurces,
which eould easily penetrate and infost the communities. Peesuse of
thiese Tastors, Veripin decided that something should to done, becausa
hie position as recogniszed leader of &11 Doukhobors was in jeopardy.
Consequently, in 1917 "Jez'i;:;in crganized and incorporated under o
Sominien Charter, the Christien Community of Universal Brotherhood
Wuited, with o capital of one million dollers. One million shares were
jesued to Feter Yerigin himsolf, and tnirteen directors on whom he could
rely for eontinued adherence and faithfulness.l?

The excernes of leter V. Verigin, tozebher with his wild drecams
of expanding hls “empive,” and the cessation of hostilities, brought
decline anc indebtedness to the communities. Problems with the governe
senty arfieing out of rofussl to comply with its legislation, were
increasing rether then being sclved. Murther agitation was precipitetsd
uacn in Yovenbor of 1923 a government school was rysteriously burned to
the ground, ’f‘;-;i..m,. schosl burming, was tha first in a sorles of school
burninge in Joukhobor districte of both Fritish Colwsbia and Saskatchswan.
Ihe follewing yenr, throe govarnment schools and Verigin's residence in
Prilliant were cut %o the torche. “ho was responsible? To thla day
there 1z no econclusive proof. Thera was a wide range of fecling on the
ratiers The faect that Verigin's house fell prey te the torch, caused
many %0 accept the version that Sons of Freedom were responsible, Verdgin
himgelf placed the blame on Sons of Freedon., However, he was unatle to
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mster sufficient evidence to secure a conviction in court. Consequently,
the fire, 1ike others, went down in history as "destruction >f unknown
origin,®i¥

It war becorming guite a task for Verigin to keew his peenlo
together. For that recoon, he beeume a rather frequent commuter betimen
Eritish Columbla ond Seekstohewan. He aleo made frequent excursions
tetueen the towns in the Footenaye, on tha Canadian Pacific Kootonay
Bxpreca,

Une suck exeurgion proved to be hias last and fatal trip. On the
uight of Getobor 28, 192k, Verigin boarded the train at Briliiomt station,
weetbound through the mountaing. Zubek and Solberg in Doukhobora st
“',;_lr glve the folicuwing account of the i'l."}.-?ated journeys

F1%h 2 grinding of brakes the Ganadian Pacific Footensy Fxpress
bagan Lo ecase ita way wostuard oubt of Farron station. The
conductor swung up on the last car. The cold nipght air was good.
He tocic saveral deop broaths and closed the door. It wae good
to be on the woy again, too. Soon he would be hose. Theve
night trips were rough on & mapn his age.

Apoompanied Ly a trainmen he made his way down the traine. The
slespere were quichbe W0, no new pacsengers. He hadn't seen
amyrone seb on but he had been exchanging comments with the
otation acent and might have missed onee In the day ecoach
tweniy pasrengers dozed. Hothing new thero, sither, « « o

One fat man, of greater girth than height, sat bolt uvopright
vith handz clasped over o glant bay window, head tinped hack

at an angle againet the cushions, amringmloudly on inspriation
and with an odd widstle on expiration. eonductor atudied
hin for 2 minute, an anmused grin spreading over his face, then
shook im gentlye As he losned baek oveyr his shoulder to gauge
the effsctivenses of the shalke, he looked into the btearded face
cf Fetor Vorigine Verigin was also aslesp. *hs conductor
dimmed the lights awi swung the dnor of the coach shut bohind him,

Seconds later a reverberadting roar oplit the quiet of the night.
Glass and wood splinters acattored. The train stopped with a

19J0hn F. Zubek and Patricia 4nme Sclberg, Uoukhobore at War
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Jerk throwing the conductor off balance. Uetting to hie feet,
reinfuily he looked toward the door hé had juat left, cnd the

door secned to be goming iu to meet him, It foll with a crash
b s fonte [Ho stumbled back to the day comch and stop-ed in
amazement,

For ¢ sscond the interior of the day coach uwns bavelyr visible

for the llohts had gone cut. Tongues of flame licked their

way up the bass of the uphclstered seats mldway down the coach,

EAving more illumination for each paceing sildlisecond. The

parssnyers geemed to have dicappeared. A few, like bundles,

ilemned at odd angles. Other passengers had been blown through

the wlace where the roof had once bean and through a gash in

tho north walle ¥lawes spread and seemed to engulf the eoach

at cnee, belching cut Pliery tongues and volunes of smoke into

the corvidors and upward inte the starzy sky.

Feter Vorigin wes found o hundred feot from the wreok whers he

#8¢ been blown by the explosion. One leg was almost cut from

BLG bodye £ gash in his slde was still bleeding profusely,

Hie bLesrded face leoked upward tousrd the °°!'8 gtars and the

nountaln tops that he would never sees again,

4 monih'oelong investigation followed. Varicus olues were uncoverad,
bub no conclusive evidence was found. The most gignificant clue dig=-
covered was an alarm olock attached tc a batibery, intimating that a
rakesrift timo~bewh was the death weapon. The verdiet of the corcnerip
Jury at the inqueet coneluded that death had come ag a result of "powere
ful explosives placed in the cosch through ignorance or denhsrate].;r.“a

Verigin wns buried in traditional fashion®? and e huge maucolsun
¥as ercetod over his grave. Needless to say, there was a huge and
mournful zathering at nis burial, After tho six week's mourning vericd,
the traditicnel second service was held, when Verigin's soul passed from

Mg body.ts
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Une can well imagine the hyoteria that provailed in the Jouidiover
eommunitioce Tha Doukhobor Messiah was dead. There was grest mming
on the part of many, you secret rolief &nd even joy on tho part of others.
Mingled with ihic was a feoling of wnsasiness. “zongat the scbg and
eighs of the mournera there was also the whiopered gossip that the
fovernment had killed Patushke. :ﬁxrt.lwm&m, there was a new cuesticn
A0de ko will he our new lesder? There were mixed emotionz on the
subjeste Coms favorod his son Feter Pedvovich Verigine Others felt
that a woman wisht do a betior Joby for had not loukeria Walsikova of
the Yet Fountuine eolony been one of thelr teet leaders? 8till others
wanted -u-'a leader at alle Notuble among thase was a vast majority of
the Jaskatoleusn Uoukhoborse :

4 vonsrizacy to place & certain #natasia iloluboova, Peter Verigin'e
favorite consort; into the mredifiary office, arose. Jnatasic was now
Hviog in slberta, with some five hundred menmbers of the Christian -
Comuunity of Univeresl Brothorhcod upen a tract of choice growing land
ovar Cowley snd Lundbveeke t Yewlgin nad purchased this trmct of land
in the early '“twentics. The entize eolony supported Snastasia, and
threatened Lo zecede fron the Drotherhcod if she was nobt pub inte offica.

However, there was & groving feeling that the Spirlt of Christ
weuld now cnter tue bedy of Peter Ve Verigin'®s oaly son Peter Fetrovich
Verigin wno was now living in Zussis. A2 large mefority favored his
leadersnip, and eablegraws were dispatched to him in fussia, inforwding
him of this. It took three years for Poter Pe Verigin ¢o arrive in
Canada. Those were years Pilled with anxiety, em!‘usio_n, tension, arson,
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inearseration, and inereseing disintegration of the sect. During these
Jears, the beldef thal the govermment hod killed Peter Y. Veriging was
beconing move prouounced anong the falthfel. Frotestes by fire and
audity apvesred on Lhe soems. “ithout a doubd, the Uoukhobors, rather
than bocoming syipathotic touand the governuent and 4ts institutioms,
were further aliensted theorefrom. Froblems wore increacing in number

énd stabure, rather than Lsling solved,
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CHAFTER ¥
FART T7: BRITISH COTUMBIA SETTLEMAT
inder the Leadorship of Peter Fetrovich Verigin

The first word recsived in Canada fyom Feter P. Verigin was a
letter datad Mareh 22, 1928, Tn it he pleaded for financial assistance,
the funds supposedly were te serve in fineneing his expedition to Canada,
80 that he wighi sssume the post leofd vacant through the violemt death
of his fathers Lyon the Tndependents and Scns of Freedom responded to
his rlea end contributed 1ilerally to the fand. Simdtancounly, the
“aristien Comunity of Universal lrotherhood negotiated a Zoan of three
hundraed and £40ty thousand dollare? te renlenish a sadly deploted treasury
énd psy preesing debise Exactly how much of this loan was dispatched
to Verigin i not lmown.

AL the expense of his people in Usneda, Feter P. Verigin in Ruesia,
dlesipated in mundane and riotous living. The season papsed in Canada,
and &l were pbill snciously swalting his arrival on the scene. I%
then bscame known in Cenada, that Peter P. Verigin hnd fallen into bad
graces with the Kussion authorities who were seriously considering his

banishment to Turkestan. Immsdiately, the faithful dispaiched framtic

- appeals o influential peorie connected with the proposed banishment,

petitionlsg for his release, so that he could come to Cunada and agaume
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leadership among %her. The Hussian authorities agreed that to issue
him & passporh from the country would be less troublesome than to banish
hin, Conseguently, in the £all of 1927, Peter P. Yerigin abandoned his
Wife and family and set out for Canada.’

Un Sepfenber 16, 1927, the vessel Aquitania docked at Hew York
harbor and Verigin dissmbarkede.® A lone Noukhobor repregentative formed
the reception commiitec. In shordt omior, Verigin gave a proview of
Waat wz2s te follew under his administration. The recsption comnitieoa,
W0 lacked the foresight &o bring along the commnity records, immediately
undernent o gevere roprimanding. Verigin and the one-man commitiee then
Procaeded Lo Ottawn, wiere Canadien government offiocials wuo vainly
hoped thab Verizin's arrival would have 2 sobering effect on hie reorle,
wore spprised of nis countless virtues and interdled reforms. He spolke
at length oo the need for fermal education among the Doukhobore, and
enthusinstically agroed that thoy should and would conform to the laws
of the countiy. Yo thelr eventual dismay, governzent officials qullidly
balieved him.

A brief charucterization of Peter F. Verigin wlll be of considersble
nelp in understanding the whys ond wherefors of subseguent events. Tn
2 word, Feber F, Verigin was singuiarly irpressed with himself, Although
ha possessed nelther the strongbth of character, business acumen, nor
aptitude for leadership uhich his father Peter Ve Verigin had possesozd,
ke 1ot 4% be known o all und sundry that he ropresented the epitome of
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8uch human qualities, end that greet things were to come. Eelieving
hizaelf %o be sbundantly infused with the Spirit of Chrlot, he recke
lecaly played at being Yiod, and chose for himself the title "Chestiakov"
the "puz';gae.-."f-" e had come to purge tho faithful from the £ilth of sin,.

fiis exaople proved just tho oppssite. s verbosity and alequence
redesmed Wim on vepeated cccasions however. Peter P. Verigin imbibved
@lmont %o ihe point of chroric alcoholisme On saveral cccasions hie
drinking hatits ceused him nhord pricon gentences. In addition, he was
Possessed of a passion for squundering, and riotous living. He thor-
oughly and all too frequently enjoyed an exnensive game of poker.
Horally quesbionsbie, it was rumored that he frequently indulged in
Meontious and 111401t relotionships with the epposite soxe to mvelléﬂ
in Blaspheny and profane. languape, and recitaticn of cbacene stories,
The vietim of a volatile terper, he was on slightest provecation piven
e fits of rape, and on several cecacions bodily attacked individuals
uito falled o agree with hin or satisfy bis unreascnable demends. On
8uch geeasion, wien ne malireated gome poor brothers asnd sisters he wap
taken to tasic and gave the following defence:

it% like Uids. I imow I swoar a lot, and tell many dirty stories.

I 2lso drink whiskey. It is very wrong to blasphema and it io

very wicked to drink whiskey, 'ut I have to do it for good reason.

dg you not recall how Charist was crucified ond how he descended

intc hell, snd on the third day he again rose frcom the desd? I

am like Christe T shall on the final judgemont sit con ono hand

of vod, while Christ site on the other. T have told you that,

But, you, brothers and sisters have often left the straight and

narrow way that leads to heaven. Some of you have gone so far

on the way to pordition that it 1s too late for me to save you

in this world. You will go to hell. Therefoye, I have %o

blaspheme and drini whiskey so that I will also descend into hell
vhere I con intercede for you. Zhere is no danger for me. On

5Ibid., pe 303.




63

the third day I shall rige again iike Christ. Bubt for you there

is dunger, for you cammot get back from hell unless ¥ go to tying

you back. sherefors bLrothors and sisters, do not be decclved.

i de not blaspheme and drink wiiskey becauso I 15ke it. Imwardly

i :ahuddf.-x- each tlme and like Christ I oftgn say “"Dear Cod, if it

be ponsilble, take this cup ausy From me.*"

In addition to nis various Yattributes” Verligin considered himself
to be fhe philosopher mnd statesman deluxe. On various occuaions he
deluded iis veople into bolieving thet internaticnal affairs revolved
aboud his advice and sugpeation. ne such occasion found him seated ab
ble deak, leafing through a ceries of overdue bills. A erewd of curlous
onloockers wag grouped bofors him. Curiosity changed altermately to
umagenent, then grest pride and cateen, as Verigin nonchalantly announced
thet Maciensie King, #itler, Stalin and Museolinl were all seeking his
advice ond counsel perdaining to intemationsl effeirs. Sub he was a
busy man and esuld net be bothored with such trifling metters. Mesides,
they often did not follow his sownd advice.

In reality, Verigin had sufficient cause to ve an extremely busy
nans rior te him arrdwvsl on the scene, he hed losysed that the Dguke
uobors in “snads now sepreseanted three distinet factions. These were
the Community Loukhobore, the Indovendents, and the “ons of Freadom.
it was hiz leoen desire to unite the three facticns into one mighty
group and Lulld a Loukhobor empire, with Fater I's Verigin at ite head,
Therofore, he launched, upon his arrival in Canada, an inaugural tour
of the Sackatchewan colonles, where in village after village he expoundsd

his philosophy and strategy for a united Doukhobor front.
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Verigin's addrasses on these cccasions reached the epitome of
contradicticn. He praised eech faction. 7The Sona of Freedon he lauded
a5 preachers and pilerimz, the shining lights in a world of darkness,
ihe Inderendents he lauded as farmers without peer. Ihe Commmity
Uoukliobors he lauded as the stabilising influence who provented the
Yons of Fresdom f'rom straying too far to the "left" and Inderendents
too far to the "right." Indeed, they had sl sinned, yes,; but now was
the tize for repentance, the time to work together and live together,
each group carrying out its specifie task. During thess addresses he
also took ocession to teoll lewd stories and make extensive use of pro=-
fanity and blaschemy. Contradictory statements issued forth in raride-
flre order as he philozophized ctout education, agriculturs, government,
religion, and oven ghout the future value of the Canadian rometary unig,
The faltnhful listencd uneasily to their new leader. Surely there were
Seme startling and divine revelations herel Suroly there was some
bidden meoningd Fut what did he mean? Hather than consolidating the
entire Voukhcbor fauily, Verigin only caused uneasinese and tewilderment.

Having completed his tour of the Zaskatchowan Settlement, ineluding
the Prince ilbert Colony which was mow eesentlally Independent with the
excoption of a fey scattered “cns of Freedom, he launched forth to
British Columbia with an entourage of fifteon men.! Inroute, he stopped
at Cowley, ilbsrta, whore he delivered essentially tha same address he

had delivered in the fashkatchewan Setilement. YWhen he arvived in Brilliant,

Oritish Columtia, a great reception awaited bim. He delivered his addrecs
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and then repaired to a bountecus feasbe During the foast, the faithful
caught 2 preview of things to coma when .‘v‘eﬂgin, in his attempte Lo opon
a atubborn uindow, flew into a rape, hm_i shattored glass over a youthful
cholr serenading hin from without the hoizlﬁa'.a

Un the follouwing day he began an intpeetion tour of the Dritish
éolnmbia viilapes. Dering the tour, many responsible people wera berstod, :
old and respectod mombors becane victimg of his lewd and profame tirades;
and the faithful were subjected to a critical scrutinization. At Grand
f'r"c!.'t'l:z:,.s‘1 the faithful assembled befors the meeting=house in the early
morning hours, to receive their new leader. Throughout the entire day
Verigin “rented” while ho ecnsumed 1iboral proportions of whiskey.
HHdnipht, and etill no Verigin. Hany of the faithful, weary snd exhausted
with waiting for their leader to prosent an appesrance, foll asleep.
‘dhen Verigin was apprised of the faet that many had fallen asleep he o ,,-:l"'
rushed cutside in a ¢i% of rage, where he delivered a guade to the /A
exhausted faithful, likening them to the sleeping disciples in the
Ugrden of Cethsemane.i” Having sufficiently brrated and confused the
Urand Yorks ceople, he ventured forth te Trail where he orgonized a
“nonedictatorial, demceratic crganimation” under the name of "Sunreme
Council of Doukhobor sovie?{‘;n. #ininters of varving degrees and
positions were Munanimously” clected until the entire ministry of the
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sythical Soviet Republic was filled. The organisation was forgotion almost
as quickly as 1% was formod.

Verigin then returned to ¥eilliant, where as self-appointed auditor
of the comamnity books he spent thres days and three nighte gleaning
infornsticn, berating hin assistants and exveunding his views for a
unlted Doukhobor front., For the Saskatchewan men whe had accompanied
Verigin to ivitish Golumbia, it was just too much. Eewildered, confused,
hweiliated and debased, they were thoreughly convinced that the new
Doulthobor ieader was a mudman, and decided tc go home.

In thie mapner Feter Fo Veripin assumed his post as hereditary
leader of the loukhobors in Canada. His vhilosophy and action certainly
had not endeared bim to his paople. The falthfal, the more zealous, the
rove fanatic adhered to him it is true, in tho blind belief that the
Spirit of Christ had passed frem the elder Verigin to the younger, and
regardless of his views and actions he waes the divine hereditarr leader.
Tet there wae ringled with this conviction an wuneasiness, 2 wariness
that war soon %o manifoot itself in opposition teo Peter P. Varigine

The new leader now attempted io pud his philosopby into prsetice.
feamn of Ymducational letters" were circulated amcng the Uoukhohors,
and nusberiess conferences (most of which he did not attend) were
armnged.m Policiss were seb and nevey anacted. iopazted promises
wers made Lo the government and never adhered to. Unreat was inersasing
anong the followers of the sect. It soon became evident to Verigin

that if he was to retain his position as leader in good standing, so=ne

mwrlght, _O-Eo ﬁ-’ Po 303
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sort of action otlhier than what had been, must be taken. #&s a security
measure, security of his cwn position wove than anything eolse, he founded
e "Soeiety of NHamed Uoukhobors."™ 3 Unconddtional sdherence and loyalty
to Verlgin wes a preveguleite for memborship in this elite grouvp. lin=
fortunately for Veripin, unconditional adhorence snd loyalty was rapidily
decreasing. In addition, Youkhobor prosperity was no longer in cxistencs,
Tpere were several reavons for this situation. Pator Verizin himmelf
rresented Luo prime reason. His methods and views sinwly dld nof endear
in to hie fellowers, nor did they make for economic stability and pros-
poritye lilw excesses, his ricteus 1living, his vicen, and his escmpades
wore lovked wpon with growing disapprovale Tn addition; the Doukhobors
were in powe necsure acguiring an affinity for the Canadlan way of 1ife,
This was frowned upon Ly many of the faithfol, and alkernately praised
and condemned by Verigin himgelf, Comunity bankruptey ployed an immore-
tant role alsc in the growing disintogration of the commnities. MHany
comunity mombers were forsaking the traditional ways asnd jolning the
ranks of Iﬁdegnm!an‘w, or attaching themeelves to the radical Sono of
Freadone “hus, Verigin's “dream empire™ wae rather than bacoming cone
solicated and strengthened, crumbling bencath his very feet.

Yaring the Thirties, the Voukhobors suf'fored along with the entimw
nation which strugpled in the throee of an econcric depresalon. To
add to Youkhobor miseries, Verigin‘s excassos increased as he becano
involved in & serdies of prison terms and lawsults. %he lawsuils con=
Bumed a great share of the almost noneazistent tremsury. After two

BIMd., (13 3070
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imprieomients for drunkeness and disturbing the pecce, Verigin was
finelly sentenced to a lengthy prison ters for yorjm?.]:b The centence
Was reduced to eighbeen months however, when the Canadian govermmont,
Ro¥ under the puidance of the Frogressive Conservative Farty, sttempted
nie ill:eﬁal. -.-:-:-pmrt.ation.ls Although the ranks of the faitnful were
becoring tinmer and thinnoyr, these iacidents cuused a wave of protest
from nearly a1l Joukioborse +he Independents, led by attcrmey Makaroff,
Protested the deportation on legal grounds. the protest was upheld by
the court, with the reeult that Verigin wae not deported. Conmunity
Eoukthobers protested do the goverawent via patitiona, Lo the effect that
the goverswont wes incarcerating him illegally, and abte:pting to do
auay with hime 4he old arvgument that the government had Milled Pater
Yo Verlpin renane standard gossip cnce roree How the govermnment was
alse atiempting b kill Feter Pe Verigine Sons of Freedem protested
the goverament moves vith & wave of arsom, nudity, end wvandslism. So,
the Uoulthobors, consticuted at this time, 5 oeething, boiling pot of
wrest. There woe sirife snd contention within the ranke as well as
aithout.

It was during the early Thirtics that Verigin droamed of moving his
faithful adnerents te another country. It was clearly evident to him,
that uniess they Legen to confern Yo govomment regulations, and unless
disintegration of the seet ceased, his personal position would be in
extrens joopardy, as would that of his community followers. Censequently,

u’!h&d., e 335.36.
lsIbido' e 347=50.
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be negotiated with various people in an atteupt to find 2 mew locatien
for hia follouing. 4&n attonpted wmigration to Huieom rapidly care
L0 a standstill., Verigin becane o diaéusted with peoplin, thal he left
Canada for C:-:}ﬁ.;"m'nia,” there tc attach himeelf to a sma2ll group of
Indevandent Jouithobors. He socn returned however, with reports that
Uhey werz so seoular and sinful that aay atterpts to reform them was
corpelled to leave the California settlement, or chenge his views and
tectics sntirely. 7The Califommla doukhobors simply sould not have him
in their midet.

Late in the Thirtiew, Petur P. Varigin's heslth began to fail.
Sxactly what the nature of his ailment was, is not knowm. However, it
is kmown, thaot he was gufferinyg from severe cheat pains. This only
cauged hin to imbibe sore fresly and to recite lewd stories more free
Guentiy. TIn autun of 1938, Verigin sousht medicol aid in Vancouvers
“hen informod that surgery would be necessary, he cursed the doctors,
cursed tie nurses, cursed the hospital and the entire medical profersion.
He refused %o sultedt to murgszy on grounds that they were trying to
surder hin, walled oat of the hospital and wont homs,

Accugtomed to moving shoub like a nmomad from colony te colony, and

provines %o province, Vorigin now set out to visit the Saskablchewan
Settloment. He pot as far as Saskatoon, Saskatchewan where he was
hoppitalized awi committed tc surgery. He sensed by now that he was
nearing the end of his days, and sent for his grandson Johmny Veﬂ@n.w'

lﬁIbid ag Siie 31‘5‘2”.
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Johnny Verigin arrived on llew Year's .ﬂvev to find a very sick and fecble
gravdfothor. Iy thia time he could geareely utter a whisper. It scemed
that thir was tho ond. Exactly wnat pas's;d botween the dying leader and
ile grandson still remains a mystery, although a scatterad few believe
that kereditary leadership was transferred to the adolescant Verigin
2% thls time. This is purely conjecturs for which thore is not the
slightest shread of proof.

Peter ¥y Yorigin yecovered miraculously from his operstion. Hather
than feeling groteful toward those whe had saved he 1ife, he launched
& bitter tirade againat them and throatened to sue the hospital.

Hothing ever caws of the empty threat.

“bile recusersting in his hospital bed, Verigin dreamed new dreanms,
£6 dreumed of 2 now assceiation called the “Spiritual Community of
Christ,"2? Hembership in this elite orghnisution was limitsd to those
Wno followed hie Loachings implicitly, who were able to pay an entrance
fea of threc dollars, and who had no contact whetsoever with the evil
sovernmont. ihis naturally erxeluded all Independents, most of whom had
by this tiwe taiton the cath of allegiance to the goveimment, as well es

the pocrer comunity norbers who were for the most part on government

Tomeer x ®

welfare relief.2C The plane for this society were submitted to the
sdminietrative council but never mctod upon. Thus,; dled another pips=dreams.
: Varigin nsvor completely recoversd from his illness. Shortly after

ke was released fron hospital he was agein confined. This time there

WS No surgery, no lawsuit, no now society. On February 11, 1939,

1Puright, cp. cit., pe L3,
0gubels and Solborg, ope citey pe 162
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Peter . Verigin died. He wos buried baside his father in the Brilliant
mausoleum. In traditional fashion, the sixeyecks=-afier~burial eeremon;.'ﬂ
Was observed and hiz soul pasesd frow his body.

Digmention 4n the vanks increaged afior Verigin's death. The Sask-
atchowan Noukhobers had no dosire for a new leader., Their vast =g jority
had vt adbored to Verigin awywaye Put there were those within the
fect who had biindly followsd Verigin and were again as sheep without
a shepherds They askeds "What shall we do now? Wio shall be our now
leader?” Confusion and bewilderment reigned suprems among the faithful,
4% the pixewacks-alfter-death cerenony, one of the “asketchewan follonera
aoted ag Verisinis prenye. He brought & nessage which he cleimed was
Veripints laet wieh for the fatthful. The messapge was as follows:

Patushka left = measage for you. fHe spoke %o me while ke was in

the hospltnl bub asked me nol Lo gay anything un%il he had gonec.

o delepation ehall be eent %o fusmia to bring back his son.

“hen the time is ready, he will come of his own accord or send

for ycue *n the meantime you are o sbenden the communal way of

life. Buy vour farme snd work them inderendently. Confom to

the Vondian laws. Send yeur children te school,; for they nesd

education. Comply with the regictration laws. Ged has con-anded

that you should “Aendor unto Caesar the things that are Caesar?s.”

By that He moant that you should conform o the government rules

as well az vay taxes. Renmain in Canads and iive as brothere,; not

as factions warring againat each other. #Atagve ell, ]%ve with Ood
end b2 pgoverned by il word and your oun congcience.?”

These may or may not be Vorigin's wishes. If they wers, they
certainly mandfezt a wisdom infinitely greater than any thing he ever
Sald or did throughoubt his life. I# the advice hed bsen heeded and
acted upon by all, Joukhobors would undoubtedly be prosperoun, Jawe

2y nrra,
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abdding, and desirable citizens of Cannda today. unfortunatoly, Foter
o Vorigin's last advice, if thie was it, went for the most part unheeded

bty the faithful few,



CLAPTTR
SONB OF FREEDCH

Wordd War iI followsd in the wako of Feter Po Verigin’s demizs.
11 the old antegeniems of Wordd éar T buret inte flswe anew. None
Loukhobore became embittered as they smtched their sons march off to
war, woile the Youkhebors remained ab home. On the other hand, louke
hobors wore apain facing threats of conscription which caused no small
xcunt of oxeltement and protest. Jn all feimess, it must be pointed
out, that twelve young Ucukhobors volunteered their services and mare
ched off te uar with young virile Csnadiesna.

Ihe war period alse brought a large measure of prosperity to the
gects Bapocialiy wos this the case with Independents who owned their
land Lndividually, and with community members who reaped the bonefite
of an acule labor phnortage tegether with high woges and higheprices
produce form their faras. Affinity for the Canadian way of 1ifo was
ttandily inorecasing in the eownmities, so that by the end of World
ar II, the comunity Poukhotors were much the saze as Tnderendents.
It is true, thoy continued to live in commmities, to purchase sterles
Jointly, and Lo work in groups, but there was an unmista! able trend
touard assimilaticn.

Since the desth of Feter ¥. Verigin, when they had debated, "what
shall wo do?" they had come a long waye. Sheir children were for the
most pert now attending schools {not only elementary, but also secendary,
kigh schocls, and even colleges), seeing movies, dancing, and playing
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basebal).l Yarenbs were now driving automobﬂea- ané enjoying luxuries
uhlch had but shors years ago beon cdnsi.dnmd unforgivablo gins.

Douithobor assimilation to the sejdulz_lf‘_ Canadian way of life was
quits eﬁ.c!ent- If euch a trend was n;tic;d by the spectator outside
“oukhobor circles » ii was notlced much more by the suapieious eyen of
“ons of Frecdom, und by those community and Independent Uoukhohors who
were more deeply steeped in tradition, and were sympathetic to the Song
of froedom cause. Consequontly, many of the collective troutles within
and without the sect were o direct result of the radical leftist philos-
ophy and strategy of the Song of Freedem faction. For this reasecn,
the writer elected %o give a running survey of Loukhobor history fron
the Uritish Columbia migration until the end of World ¥ar TY, as pre-
sented in ithe chopler above. Iho more significent and specific problems
confronting seot snd government chall thersfore be considered in this
chopter on ths vong of Freedom.

ig rointed :.;at,, the seeds tnat sprouted ané brought forth the Sens
of ‘reedom, were planted with the pilgrimage of 1902.2 The two subseguent
pllgrimages of 1903 and 1907, perved as nourishment for those sceds.
The pilgrimnge of 1903 featured nudizm in addition to a esarch for the
"prorised land," In 1507, this feature was broadened and expanded.
¥hen the Fort Willlam pllgrims had been returned to Saskatchewan, the

firm convietion that nudism was an effoctive means of protest had been
well established in their minds. T4 had taken them but a8 chort time to
discover that nothing could infuriste and confuse the Canadian nind se

Ljohn P. Zubek and Patricia dnno Solberg, Doukhobors at var (Torentos
The fyerson Fress; ¢ «1952), po 194,

23 Erﬂ ®




75

quickly as the cemplete removal of all clothing. Thus, they added to
their repartocire of pacifism and nonconformity, a thixrd weazon. Hudisml
In & short time tais was supclemented with a fourth, namely, the per-
Secution eomplsx. ihey becamo firmly convinced that the pilgrims who
had Been incarcorated for nudism were suffering for Christ. - They were
Fegarded as tiue martyrs for the ceuse for frecdom. Tha next weapon
to Le added wae arson. Frior te the Sritish Columbia Settlement of
1309, bone of Freedom destroyed by Fire the working parta of Independent
Toaping meghines. Chortly afier the migration %o Eritish Columbia,
Peter ¥, Yerigin's house in Saskatchewan uas put to the toreh Pto save
hlr from maturialismend

4t first the Sons of Frecdom faction numbored relatively few.
Yuring the course of contentions and agitations both internal and external,
the nunmber graduslly increased. ihen Fetor V. Verigin decided to raiocate
in British Columitia, Sons of Freedom were quite enthused with the prospect
of migruting %o the “promised land,” where they could bask in the hot
gun, eat frult off the trees, and avoid the interference of the cruel
and hated povermeent. For a short preriod there uns peace and quist.
But when members bagan to leave the communities and become Independent,
and when the povernment attempted to enforce school attendance and regige
tration of wital stetistice, there was a resurgence and considerable
increase of the Sons of Freedom., Ineir attitude toward education snd
vital statistioe was this:

We will maoke our eaildren the servants of Chriet but will not
allow them to cnter publie schools which would turn them into

3jobn P. Zubek and Fatricia Anne Solberg, Uoukhotors at Hap (Toronto:
‘he Ryarson irees, €.1952), p. 10k.
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8laves of corruption, and we will never make entries in bocks of

biz’th;?,., marriages and deatha for we Know ﬁhxf. the Creator has

alresdy entered us inte the Dook of Life.

felatively 1ittle was heard from the Sons of Freedom during the
firet several yeurs in British Columbia. Talk of the Sons of Freedom
had died down o a Fow soattered murners amng thelr immediate nelghbors
and other Uinadiang. The vears of Yorld War T possed with no further
wers desenstrationse lthere were, it is true, small Sons of Fresdom
Jawnte o and from primon for rafusel %o couply with registration lous
and the “enocol 4o%, bhut no sevious demonstrations mor violent outbreals
oceurredds “hese were for Peter Ve Verigin far from esrious. In faot,
he pather weleonsd the small fmoprigormants, snd readlly used the Sons
of frevdon as seapsgoato. A general protest was made in 1918 when the
Cengdian govornment pussed en act roquiring every man and woman residing
in Gonada of smixtsen years of ase or more %o register and carry with
thex an official registrotion card.® In the eyes of many Doukhichors
thio was vut the first step toward military comseription. During the
courge of ithe ensuing emiention the Sone of Freedom ranks expanded
somashat.

In Hovember, 1923; a zoverament echool mysteriously btwmed down.®
Thip was only the firet of several osses of arscn. During the next year, |
oeliools continusd %o diseppear overnight in both Pritish Columbia and
Sagkatchewan. Tn sddition, Peter V, Verizin's house at Brilliant was

b, ¥, ¢, Uright, Slava Dohus The Story of the Douldichors (New Yorks
Farrar end Rinehsrt, colONUJs pe 30Le
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Pub %o the torche Verigin blamed “ons of Freedom who were in all probe
8Wility responzivie. He played his dual role to the Pullest when he

complained 4o the goverment, urging 1% %o replace tho schools more

qulekly, and urglung it %o asprehend the eriminals. Ta the pame year,
the Line-bomb episode responsible for his death ocourred.

The years intervening the death of Peter V. Verigin and the assugpe
tlon of power Ly Peber P. Verigin, were £111ed with considerabie amxiety
and protesi. Sons of Freedom probsbly were responsiblo for Voriginls
death, bul the episcde cannot be considersd as a group activity. Cone
S8quently, the group as 2 whole, sericusly folt his loes, snd repeatsdly
decuged the goverament of murdezdng hime Many community people were
of the mame opinion and the more mealows anong thew drifted into the
Song of Freadonm folde

Feter Ve Verdigin assumed leadersinip and at firet he commended Song
of ¥peedon Tor tholr senle He called them shining ldghts, the preachers
and evangelisls of the woride EBub he failed in hiz efforts to wnite
the entire loukhobor sect, while sirultansously the Sons of Mreedom
inereased im nusbor, In Saskatehewsn, reneved and move viplont protests
uere made againet cducation. In the three yeer span from 1927=1932,
tuenty~five sehools were bumed in the Uowhobor districts.’ In addition,
nude parades were hecoming Crequent ocensionse [Hany Scns of Frecdom were
inprigansd for refusing to send their children to sehicol. Peter Fe
Verigin, like his father adopted a dual role and plaved it to his best
sdvantage. He vehemontly denouncod Yons of Freedom antics bafors the

commund by menbers, proas and governnent. ¥Frivately he lauded then for

71“.(‘.. Po 333.
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their geal and spirituel strength. Ihe commmities began to expel bhem
id the prese sensationalized thoir activities. 7he widespreed publicity
and their martyrdon only served to consolidate thelr vicws, that they
vere indeed suffaping for the Christ. ' So they wandered about aimlessly,
With no home, with no leader, and finally the government settled them
8t Porto Hico, Fritich Coluabiae

feanwhile, the Xootenwy region of ritish Columbia witnessed
nurerous nude parsdes and outbreaks of arson. The government lkneu of
only one melliod of punishment, waich was incarceration. In 1931,
howgver; another drastic measure was teken when all Doukhobora were
disenfranchised in Pritieh Columbia.® Thres yeara later all Doukhctors

re barred fros federal electionse”

Ey this tiwe the cowsunities had decided to isolate the Sons of
Frecdom ot Zrestove, Ppitish Colwmbia. This measure againat the Sons
of ¥poedon, taken by their own brothurs, trought on a wave of arson and
viclance which caused the mensures of 1932.37 In 1932 oo wany Scne
of fyeedon were incasreerated that the British Columblia prisons were
literally bursiing ab %he seams. Lo make matters worse, scme six hundred
Wonen were committed to prison for nudity in that year. Zvidently sowxe
sort of messures nad to be taken in order to alleviate this serious
situation,

The gowerrment decided to leaze tiny Fiers Island in the Pacific
for purposes of confining the Sons of Fresdom who had been srrestsd,

Subeir ana Selverg, i Citey pe 135
91_-0!. 1atest government action mgu'ding tnno.'d.u. cfe Apmﬂﬂ-l: Pe 129,
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In August the project was bogune Two compounds were erected; ocne for
0 and one for women, around widch bartwire twenty foet in height waos
8trunge ‘he corpounds were bullit of ehiplap and tarpaper. Thoy cone
sisted of dormitories, dining halls, kitchens snd warehouses. Fhere
Was an entrancs Lo cach compoutil, consisting of wonden gates reinforced
with wire mesh and wide enough for & mobor truck to enter. Ikhe gates
wers opened by a lever which a pusrd operated from a platform abova.

“ines in many instances whole familios were incarcerated, an
8dditional problen prevented iiself. What should be dons with the
chlldren? It was Dinelly decided o put ths girls into custody of an
orphanage; wiile the boys wers cent to an induetrial school at Coquitiam,
Eritieh Columbia. Uetalls of the governmental custody of Sons of
¥reedom enlldren during tho Fiers Tslend incarceration are treated
extensively by fonald Henry Clsrke Hooper, in his Mastor®s-Thesis
entitled Custodial Care of Doukhcbor Children in British Columbia
:‘..._92_?_._35{:;_;2.11

The warden wiho wes placed in charge of this peculiar group of

briseners manifectsd a vather unique and on the whole succesoful philose

ophye It was his contention that punishment and enforcezent would
nover be an offective means of persuasion where Sons of Freedom are
concerneds, Gonzequently, he left thew very much to their own doing.
fhey were vequired to prepsre all their meals, do all the neceszary
housekeeping, and any other work that needed to be done in opder to
keop the projeect operating. However, there was no enforcement. Yhen

Unonald Henry Glarke Hooper, "Custodial Care of Doukhober Children
in British Columbie 1929-1933" (lnpublished Mastor's Thesis, The Univer-
gity of Eritieh Colunbia, Vanooulm. 19!'1).
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they refuses to tranaport foodatuffa from warehouses to the kitchems,
they simply had to exlst on ontweal and water. In short order, the
oatmeal was consmumed. Faced with tnﬁatim, the prisoners cheerfully
began to trannport focdstuffs from the warehouses to the iitchens.
When a number of womeon arpearad compleotely nude in the mesr hall, they
Were not ordered to dress, or punished, Wt ainmply ignored. The follow=
ing day, nudity was consplenous by its aksence. ihen thoy refused %o
lawnder their elothes, thay gimply had to don their soilsd ygarnents day
&fter day. ‘raditional Uoukhobor cleanliness soon prorpted them to
launder taoir clotnes and no further protest was made in thia matter.
Of the entire nusior confined on flers Teland, arproximately thirty
dleshards refusad to do any kind of worke. lhen the project closed in
1935, arprozivately the same nusber were t_.rannremd to the Provinelal
Fenltentiary 4o conpliete their ﬂentemen-le

“he Plevs Island project was in a measure succeosful, yet on the
wiole winsuccsseinl, The governient had expended huge sumss of monsy on
the. project without any tanglble results. When the inmates were re-
lessed they were in no measure reforsed, In addition, they were very
unielecome in the comaunities when they returncd. Since they had no
Perzanent: domieils they retummed to their pre-penitentiary vicinities.
-Hudism becase less froguent, but scheols began again to disaprear, and
bridges were dynemitede The governmont had learned its lesson from the
eXponse accownts of the Flers Island project and no more wholesale ine

carcoratliong occurrade

Yfarry B. Hawthorn, editer, The Doukhobors of Pritish Columbia
{Report, of the Doukhobor Hessarch Tee, The Tmiveralty of Tribish
cmu’ Ne Pepg 1952)1 Ve 317
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Peter s Verigin's “ahenaniguns® of the Thirties which resulted in
his several Lrprisonmenis and atterpted deport.ation,;?’ gervad to infiluence
the more resious comunity Jouldicbors to cast their lot with the Sens
of Freedom. They ware convinced the government had murdered Fater V,
Yerigin, and was now atbenpting to deprive ther of their present leader.
Because the Sons of Freedon ueré avparently effeoting the most infiuential
Protests, 4% seermd that they wore the group to which one should belens.
It uas e vicioue cirele. FProtest resulted in reprical, and reprisal
resulted in rrotost. By the time Peter ¥, Verigin ated in 1939, Sons
of Fresdonm warp a notely group, discwned by thelr lszader, and disowned
by their eommunity end Indeyendent brothers mnd sisters.

By the late Thirtiecs, distinct Sons of Freedom villages had
fppeareds In addltion, thers was a notable variation of their former
fcnoyanee and protestant techniques, namely, graveyard vandalism. %The
first such ineldent cceurred in 1931 when the meusoleum of Feter Ve
Verigln wae dynesi ted, o How, nowever, it was the latest Sons of Frace
dom fads. On ons day, forty six tombstones were uprooted in Sacred Heart
Geretery at Urend Forks, Jimultanacusly, several towne in Saskstchewan
reported complete ﬁastructim:l of thelr graveyards.

Sons of Treedom had left Vheiy mark. By Octobar of 1937, the list
of damages and destraction attributed to Sons of Freedom ran something
like thims

Totally destroyed by fire wore seventy-five achools; partially
damsged by fire or dynemiting, twenty-five schools. Over oneé-

1
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hundred and f49ty olher tuildinze = houses, churches, halls,

barng and bridges hed besn set cn fire and burned or partially

damaged, Only twelve eriminals had beon convicted = one was

caupht rede-handed, She other eleven on circumstantial evidencee1?

“hen the idiers Island inmates were relessed they found itha%
comaality Ssukhobors had appropriated much of their land. In addition,
8t Erestova, whove there had been the largest concentration of Sons of
Froedon, the once green ond verdant fields were now entirely harren,
45 was the entire fowne During the Fiers Ysland incarceraticn, Krestova
had becone & veriteble ghost-toune With nowhere else to go, thay settled
at Krestova. It was a broken and disheveled band that lived here.
Baroly alde to eke out an existence, life became for them & dreary task.
During the swmer monthe, the men ventured forth to earn & few dollars
in the lLumber »i1ls and logging compse i;hv winters were spent in
dlosipation, sexual premioeuity, and reminiseing. Spring arrived and
With £t the spe-ola questicn, "What shall we do nowt® Lack of funds,
and insufficient food helped to undermine the traditional Doukhobor
honesty, and now brothsr stole from brother in an attampt to maintain
@ baro existence, Thie pitiful existence had no other reanlt than to
bring on spasms of nudity, arson snd viclence that occurred every apring.

4 few miles from Xrestova there was a different plcture. Tt was
8 tiny village, consisting of aprroximately twelve young men and woman
With their families. ‘inis exclusive group was presided over by exe
conviet Joe Fodivinovkoff.1% Here the true Sons of Freedom philosophy
thrived, according to Podivinovikoff. It was a clean and well kept little

15Zubei and Solberg, ope ite, pe 157
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camp. It showed signs of progress, aond moderation was its byword.
Here the plan was formsd which caused a schism within the Sons of
Freedom faction. Joe Podivinovkoff and Michael Verigin collectively
agreed that. the Doukhobors, including the Sons of Freedom were becoming
teo materiaslistice In addition, the entira world was rushing madly to
its destruction. What the world needed therefore was a spiritual regen=
eration. It had been revealed to lichael Verigin in a dream, that he
was the irehangel Fichael who was destinad to lead the world out of
wickedness. Following is an exerpt of his orations

I have come %o you from those in whom you believe. I am the blunt

axe. You have the paints and brushes. The paints and brushes are

religion and beliefs Through them we shall now what to do and
what not to do. Catastrophe will overtake the world if it does
not rerent. Citles, factories and towns will be destroyed by

firo oven as God said ho would destroy the earthe The Sons of

Freedom are measengers sent by Cod to warn mankind that a great

fire will cozms}me the earth if people do not turn back to true

Christianity.'

The Doukhobors as such did not recognize Michael Verigin. Howsver,
he had gathered a small following which he organirzed into a new sccicty
called the "Union of Christ," and make arrangements for them to migrate.
It was necessary to leave behind the ungodly Independents and comrunity
Doukhobors, as well as the erring Sons of Freedoms This was to be the
finel emancipation of the true Poukhobors. Accordingly, in 1946,
Hichael the Archangel, with a following of five Sons of Freedom forsook
the Xootenays for the forests of Vancouver Island. The new colony was
established at Hilliersla twenty-five miles northwest of Nanaimo.

Archangel Michael and his group were extrerely unwelcome in that part

17Zubek and Solberg, op. cite., pe 213.
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of the province. 4 large hue and ory arose in protest to Sons of Free-
dom settling theve. Hevertheless, the colony grew in a short period, to
number $wo hundred. “ithin a year 4its borders were expanded from thirty
one Lo three hundred and twenty acres of land, and continued to exrand, 7
Pure communiem was the basic concepte ALl had squal rights, and ne one
oimed anything individualily, The colony provided for all. A board of
elders composed of Twanty-four of the oldest men and wemen held titles
% the land and equipment, and settled all matters of policy as well.
icheel Verigin himself held enly a nominal title as did his ldestenant
Joe Podivinovicoff. EZveryons worked for the common good. ¥Ho one was
compelled, bub worked bacause he chose to.

The baslc coneaspt out of which grew the naculiar feature of 1ife
a} Hilliera, wee that "no rule must givo one man clain over another, 20
Tuls feature hos given the nawe "The Sharing Uoukhcbors” to thies group,
“helr peculisrity ie the sharing of wives, ubich extends also to children,
“hen cutsiders jokingly referred to the practice as wife swapping,
Fichael Verigin objocted to the term because it iwmplied ownership:

¥hy all the time “sy, mine" in the outaide world? i1l time think-

ing Yay hushand, my wife, my house, my farm." If you pub boundaries

arcund men and women or nations them you have war. FPeaple here

share gyversthing. *‘here are no boundaries. Therefore you have

voace, - ’

The colony thrived and prospered, and although its memhers shied
away from extremist views and demonstrations, they have heen accused

of instigating acts of violence. lichael Verigzin died in 1951. Whnethor

ibides pe 215,
2.
Ubide, pe 216
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oF not the questicn of leadership which rected between Hussel Verigin,
4 Jeovahi's “itness preacher, ond Joeo Podivinovkoff has been settled,
the writor ig in imorance.

ifter Nichasl Verigin had moved his tiny band to Hilliers, an
epidenmic of destrucbien swept through the Nootenays. By 1947, terrorism
reached sueh proportions that orthodox lowkhobors® fled from their
omes and eilept in tents or whotever ghelter they could find. Sons of
Freedon protests hod now reached oub against their own pecple. (lioveran-
ment attempts o quell the outbreaks with foree and incarceration were
futlle, Conplainte began to £1ood the government offices. Commmumity
Youkhovors had reached the point whsre they were willing o shandon
tiels treaiticnal secrecy, and acbvdt a list of nanes and suspedto.
Additional yolice wers dispatched to patrol the area and guard railway
bridges. %1l the destruetion continued.

Finally, a foureman delegation of Sans of Freedonm agreed to meet
Gith the pelice 1n Jspembor of 1949, in an stiempt to reach some sord
of trucos ZIhe nutnorities strongly rebuked the Scns of Freedom and
denanded striet observance of the lawe The Sonp of Freedom agrecd to
this. They would obay. *hey were prepared to glve solemn vows and
cease Lo disrupt the peoce.

During the winter months thers was pasce. Ferhaps the fons of
Freedon would uew finally £ell into line and at least attempt to comply
to Canadien lawe and customs. UOovernwent officials, as well as the
public, were nopeful but wary. Their warinssa wos justified om fApril
18, 1950, On ihat date, as “ubek and Selberg so aptly put it, wos

221‘!1!‘:'3 °




86

"lamched the socisl season of the radicals which iu the Kootemay ares
¥ill go down in hlstory as the 'Aeign of Terror! of 1950.“23

Thia uwas a Sons of Freedom veply to the warning, "Comply or olse.”
It was furthermore a protest ageinet seeularigation of the Doukhobors
in general, The fielgn of Terror was launched with the burning of Johnny
Yoriginis nouse. Johnny Varigin was rudely awaltened from 2 sound sleep
3 he was draceed from bhis bed and forced out of his house. Thirty-oix
Bona of Freedom then lavishly poured gasoline over his ted, furniture
and floors, and splashod the ranaining drops over the extoricr of the
housas Ome matel: was sufficisnt to Senite the house and make it a
blaging infernc.,

On the following day the town of Kraetiova was pud to the toreh.
¥anatie residenty had decided it wae necesnary %o burn their homes.
‘he "inner volce"?l demanded the suprems sscrifice. This was real fyec-
dome The following is a brief sumssry of Zubek and Solberg's account
of the orgyv:

drmed with torches and chaniing psalms they fired the £irst house.

fho old wouther-bosten borads igmited quiekly. Flames leaped and

daneed like phosphorescent denons rlaying ancng the bteams. Another

home and then another. Scon & full third of the villege was in

urithing flenes. # spectator awed by 4t all disrobed and plece by

rieco the clotivng was heaped on thae pyrs, others followed sult,

and ono could see them leaping out of ranze of the sparks.

Periodically a hounting wail, rore above the rear. dn cid man

repoated the lLord's Frayer. 4 hysterical woman chanteod,; “Slava
Boau . » « Slava Bohu." liudes on the hill seated in ths traditional

237uvek and Solberg, op. albe, p. 225.
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V watched the proceedings. A soripture verse was repcated end
A e e A e U L
i LT 3

¥hen the nolice arvived on iho scens bucket brigades vere organised
to save the bulldings. Soms of the Krestova people who wera not convinced
of the wisdom of destroping their hemes volunteered their help. For four
daye the villape continued in aleepless silence assucke swirled heaven~
ward from the dying eubers. Fear and indeeision gripped the willage,
88 bunde of radicsl arsoniaste roamed the streets, apprieing each dilapidated
Bhsek am to i's degres of Luxury, undecided es to wrich should be fired
next,

ihe "noble" exanpie of the Erestova people was followed in other
villeges. leodiens to esy, a living reign of terror grinped the
entire ccuntryeside. ladicals were srrested in wholesale numbers,
Guards were stationed all around the area; covering bridges, railway
dunetions and public buildings. They patroled as far and wide an their
limited nunber wsuld pernit, but eould not see and hear all. The reign
of terror marched on.

As the reign of torror progressed throughout the summer monthe,
telk of wigilante sction was hoard amonp the public. Sons of Freedoa
triale in Nolson dragged on for weeks with little or not tangible succoss,
tude desonstrations were given at the trials before the very judge and
Spectators., Sons of Froodom insisted on walking about nude in what
taey 2zaid wers the ‘clothes Ood had given them.” Some were disappointed

at not having been arrcated,

257ubolk and Solberg, ops eite, vpe 22628,
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Another penitemtiary project was undertaken, this time in New
“estainster, Approximately four hundred Sons of Freedom were incarcer-
ated. The small nuwdber of women involwdd wore sent to the penitentiary
in Kingston. 3y 1952, roughly forty Sone of Freedom still remained in
the FChitE!si-iﬁ:imB.Eé Thay steadfaatly and obstinately rsfused to sign
or:utter plodges of respoct for Cunadien laws which was cne of the
eriteria for rolease,

is an cubgrouth of the reign of terror, the Scns of Freedom acquired
2 new leador. Stofan Stanley Hoz-o!:iu,z" & devout FPaptist missionary of
fusslan sncestry is now at thelr hsad. He had spent five years in a
verman concentrotion canp durleg World War IT, and migrated to Cenada
in 1949 en o Digpluced Persons quota. For ten months he Iabored as a
farn hand in ontarvio, during which time he bocame manifestly intrigued
with the pessibilities of mission work among the Sons of Freedem. Tn
the soring of 1980, ke veached the Eootenays, and joined the Sons of
Freedom villarers at fdrostovae. The reign of terror was them in progress.
Sorokin tried to dissuade tho Sons of Freedom from their violent deche
niques, for which ha ums throatened with his 1life, and told to leave
the village. (ndawnted, he rewalned smonp them, persunding againat
violence and commending them for more constructive industry, scarce as
it was amonz them.

fie frequently wvisited those who had been imprisoned, and freely
offered nis advice and sympathies. Many of them wanted to go home and

26"!3“1101‘!1’ Bile _C_:l_t_o 9 Peo 1%
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Rade no secret aout it. Sorokin used the adventege Shis presented.
In Augusy of 1950, Stefan Sorokin was proclaimod the leader of all the
Sons of Fresdom.t o There was variance of opinicn regarding thie action
of ths priscners e but whan in September of the same year ha secured the
release of three hundred and ninety five of thelr number, faith and
confldence in Sowckin increased. Overjoyed at being £ree again and
Pleassd with their new Leaderts performance, they nooled their resovices,
from unich ihey purchazed for him a new automobile and bHuilt for him
8 confortable and comwmedius homo.

Serckin receives no salary for his eervices other than room and
ard, fe attends to all the business and sriritual affairs of hie
chsrges. * fopoated offorts by Yorckin to find a new home for the Sons
of ¥yeadon have thus far foiled, The latest and most notable such
effort wae the investigation of Uraguay as a poasible site of relocation.
Sens of Fresdon entrusbed him with all their wealth in this venture,
and when it was rumored that he would abecond with the sizeable sum,

Vhsy expressed theip :i.z:'.;'aliq;ci.t faith in him. The govermment of Dritish
Columbia is hopeful that his influence will eventually affect the Sons

of {reedom in @ positive degree. Showing its confidence, the government
included iz in @ mew copmittes formed for the purpose of reviewing

the entire Loukhobor problem in the hope tha_t some adjustment satisfactory
to all concorned, con be made. Thus far, only recommeridations and
Suggestions have been tendered. fo satisfactory solution to the protlem
has yet been arrived abe

2Brrag,
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Uearmivile, nude demonstrations, arson, dynamiting, and other
8cts of vislence montinue to shock the doukhobor country. Each epring
trings with 1% renewsd peal for such demonstzations. The spring and
Summer of 1953 witneesed another veritable reign of terror, considered
Yo be the vorat reign of terrcr that British Columbia has ever known.
fn investigator for a Canadisn Hat!cnal Hagagine, wio witnesssed many
Seenes of destruction and interviewed meny Sons of Freedon, claime
that by the end of Huyust, 1953 more than fourr hundred Doukhobor homes
had been burned 4o the ground.? Znis 49 merely in addition to cther
destrusticn cauced by the Sons of Freedom. The 1953 reign of tervor
wag motivated Ly a government anuouncesent that law enforcesent would
ba put into praciice o see that Sons of Freedom send thoir children
te schools “ach violator would be subject to a ten dollar fins por day,
for each day his prodigy was absent from schoole

The spring and swmer of 1954 witnessed another season of violence,
érson, nwdisrm, and arrests. Ihe Folice have taken a large numbsr of
Yons of Freedom chdldren into cuestody, for the purpose of sending them
to school. “he only method of persussion it scems is strict law enforece
nente Heanwhile, the Soms of Ureedom steadfastly refuse to registesr vital
Statistics and send their children to school. Zach spring and Sumser
anticipate frssh outbreaks of violent protest to government legzislation
and attenpts et enforcement. Total destruction attributed to the Secns
of Freodom is estinated to be over fourteen mllion dollara.”C The problem

%i11110m Guy Cavr, "y Uo Doukhobors Aot That Way?" liew ILilerty
(Jml 195’1,, Do 57.
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is serious. %o feasible solution, that will be satisfactory to both
the government and the Song of Freedom seems %o be in sighte: Every
Rew year anticipztes another reign of tu_'mr.

R ——

iror most recent povernment actien regarding Doukhobors, cof.
appendh, e




CHAPTER WII
ELICGIOUS AYLIEFS, CIHTOHS AND PRACTICES

*he Leultiobors ave not mevely en stonic group, but a religious
86Cte For ihis veason, theiy 1ife of perseoutlon, and contention with
fevernmente, has been the result largely of their pesuliar religious
beliefe, “heir total existence vovolves about their religisua beliafe.
In this chupier, the writer shall present an cutiine and swmary of what
the Doukhobors belisve. Tn eo doing, it becomes evident that the
praminent features of Usuihobor history :'m.ﬁolve shout, and result
directly from thelr religious bellefs,  The latter part of thie chapter
ohall concern fLnelf with a consideration of some of the customs and
bracticen of the Loukhoborse !

“here 18 s Youkhobor tradition whlch holds that Doukhobors zre
the spiritual doseendants of Shadrach, Yeshach, and Abednego, the three
Youths who were cast into the flery furnace in Babylonsl This Doultotor
tradition wan revealed via a petition which the Onristian Cormunity of
Universal brotherhoud presented to Corissioner Blakemore of the Royal
Comission on Loukhobors of 19122

By tradition of our forefathers the begimiing of our Usukhobors

originates from the three Tsrael adolescents, “hadrach, Meshach,

and Sbednegn, wio the wicked Assyrian king 'Wegtwbodm-nr in
Eabylon ?.hreu into the burning fiery furnace.

16!’. Vaniel 3.
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Needless to may, it 1o rather doubtful that Poukhobor spiritusl ancestry
can be traced bLaek that fare

It 39 kmown that the Joukhobors were once within the Fussien

Orthodox Comwunion. 'hen prelate Z-Iil‘:c;n introduced his formalistie
reforms during the sixbteenth century, there followed a vast wave of
Gisvention in the Orthodox Church. Scme of the dissenters wmerely proe
tenled ogainet extemnal changes. Cthers, tock occasion to protest the
nature and content of doctrine as well as tho entire ecclesiastical
alructure. Among tho latter group we find the Doukhobors. HNo doubt,
thelr radical views wore in existence prior to this tiwme, btut the
occasion for oygeniszed protest had not presented itself nrior to this
timo,

loukheber religicus beliefs presented by no mesns a religious

incovatlon, <‘his im plainly brought out hy the work of a certain Crest
Hovitsiy wiio is 1822 published a work on the Doukhokors. Hovitsky notes
2 einilerity of the Doukhobors with esrlier sects:

1} #th Grostics, in thelir opinion concerning the Holy Spirit.

2) With Marichaeans, in their belief in an inner light, their
ocpinions of Jesus Christ, and in their belief in the pre=-
exigtence, fall; and future state of msn's soul.

3) Wih Pavlicians, in many raspects, especially in their rejec=
tion of Disnops, Friests and Deacons, and in genesral of the
anthority of a visible Church.

I} with ansbaptists, in their theooratic aspirations and their
dislice of muxiane governments, and aleo in their rerudiation
of infant baptiem.

5) ¥ith the early Wuskers, eospecially in their belief in the Christ
withing and tneir noneresistent pr:lne:lplu."

In view of the fact that Uoukhobors have no written creed and have

left no writton records; it is rsther difffeult to obtain a trus and

Yaylmer Maude, A Feculiar Feople: The Doulhobors (london: Archibald
Constable and Co. Lta'.;'m}-—;%?r
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oonsistent picture of thelr re?!.:lgioun--,‘.{g;d;ﬁa. IThe difficulty is in-
Creased because the Uoukhobors thmnoiv'é'u‘_. are inconeistent with respect
to their religious teliefs. Ayimer ¥aude in his work i Peculiar People:
Jhe Youkhobors, and Jeseph Elkinton iny, _‘l_l_!g Youkhobors: Their History
in Russin, i‘é‘i‘t‘:iﬂ‘. Higration to Ganada,;'.p'r:bam what 42 no doubt the hest
and most aut.imr-:*.%asti.va cutline of Dau!:hohcr religious beliefs. Felying _ B
heavily on 4yimey “aude and Joseph Slkinton, the writer shall heve ;
bresent & brief ostline of the mli.z.;iq\i'_s‘: ';t;fy_lies‘s of the Joukhobors.

Concerning Qode :

ihe Holy “mnitr ie a baing beyo.nd Emiprahenaiom the Father i

1L, the Yon 1i¢e, and the Holy Spirdt o peaco; it is affirmed

in man, the “atber by memory, the Yon by recason, the Holy Spirle
by will: they are one Jod in "nrd‘ﬁ',“-';

Doukthobore profess belie? in a WBuc Ged.  They alsc geem - !
to profess Lolief in a Trinity. 'kmﬂ'el', i:heir stalenonts coneerning
the “rinity tend to be sowewhab mt{cal.‘ The entire statement gives
one the impressicn that it ancunts 4o no'-..izing wore %than that Jed cun
be avironched from turee sides. ﬁaecardiv_,r 'to one of their esrlicst
leaders, fos does not owigd by Himself, Luwi i wholly inmeparable from

m.ﬁ

oneerning Christs

The Mvinity of Jeaus Christ our Ssvior, as showm in the 51d
iegtament was nothing but Fiedom revesled in nature; but in the
Yew Lestoment He was the Spirit of plety, purity, incarnate.

He is born, preaches, suffers, dies, und rises again spiritually

in the heart of rach beliovere!

smﬂ.’ p- 12-

63, a. Stamouil, "Douhobors,m ( ia of Soligion and )
gltggsby Janes i-las!;;nga. Haw !o;ln Charles Veribuer's vons, 1%20).
) °
aﬁylmr MNaude, + Feculiar Feople: E_h_g_ Doukhobors {lenden: aArchibald
Conatable and Coo I4dey GelSUB)5 Pe ke




el

95

Thers 1s éifference of opinion among Doukhobors &8 to whether or
ot Chriet 35 truly the Son of God. 4 large majority of thelr mmber
believe that He is the Sen of Uod, tut anly in the sawo sense that they
themﬁ%"% are theo sons of Uod, Some ;‘Suklihbora of carlior times,
veatured ¢o oiaim that their elders and fathers kmew even more then did
Cirlote 2% the same $ire, they call Christ Visdom. The same group i
Wio profesued tiis bolief, slso helieved that Christ had pardoned their
8ins and given then His commandment. Thoy did not specify however, by
¥Rt meens Chviet pardoned theds oing, but stated merely that the process
of forgivencea was a graat mivacie. the historical miracles of Christ
were completely demied by this groups

douknobors lay a great doel of stress on the “Christ within® cone-
oeption, widch is not peculiar to them alone. Christ through His suffer-
ing #st a Rvine imperative for man. ¥an, in order to aceenpliah salva-
Uon, must suffor even as Chpist suffered and aceomplish the Uospel
vithin himcelfs Closely allied with Joukhobor belief eoncerning Christ,
15 their beiies concerning salvation of man.

Concerning Jalvations

For our sulvation it in not essemtial to have an external knowledge-.

of Jesus Cariets for v.ere is the inward word which reveals Him in

the depths of our souls. It existed in all ages, and enlightens

all who ave ready to receive it, whether they te nominally Christiens

or note."

Souihokor velief concerning salvation is anything but the Christian
conception of sslvaticn. For Doukhobors, knowledge of the historical
Chriet 15 wnnecessary for salvetion. Ho mention 1s made of sn atonement

‘nta,, . 15.
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OF & vicaricua suffering and death of 'mlﬂ.a.t. Doukhobors are & work-
Tighteoun aaet.., #ud thiay belleve in a salvation by faith and works.
Norke ¥aceive a major omphasio,. :

Concoraing Yeriptures

The lely Coriplurea or outer “ord, are not essential Pfor the

S8 of Gode It im however, of use to thom, because in the

veriptures, ag in nature and curselves, thoy read the decrees

and the sets of the Lorde Sut the Seriptures must be undere

dtood syabelically, to represent things that are inward sad

‘Ii‘;“?ii'...,:’";’i;“"t?** 2l .:ba-a ugderstood to relate in a myotical

e Vhrdet witilne

Although the Loukhobors generslly profens adherence to the
Soripturen, ezpeeially the New lsnlamont, and insist that thelr teach=
ings ave baged wion Seripture, yet they deny the mecessity of Seripture
_for Ue enlightencd sons of Uode 4uong Doukhobors, Pibles are conepicucus
by their absence. Sepipture if used, i@ to bo uged in a spiritual and
& mystical semse, und is to be understood in the same way. TIn spi._ta of
tids, “oukiictore are known to quote Seripture profusely in order to
substantiste their motives sud sctlons. Peter Ve Verizin, it iz said,
mew the New Testament almoct by heart. Very cloarly, however, it can
te seen that the seriptures are of secondary importance and value to
the Doukhobora. ‘hey are not held %o be the divinely inspired Yord of
Yod, which is the rule and norm for all faith and Mfe.

Concerning the Church:

The Chureh is a soclety selected by Jod jiimself. It is invisidle

and is ssatfered over the whole worldy it ie not marked externally
by any cormon erosds Not Christians only, but Jews, Mohammendans

b Pikinton, ™ ukhobore: Their History in lussia, lheir
fpy "The Do I L o =
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and others may e mombors of it, 1f only they hearken to the
inward dopd,~

i .-.IJ'o

The opening words of this statesent azquld like good orthodox
Christian dsetrine. Upon farther exainntion, however, one can clear-
1y see a parting of the wayd, Hdoukhobors reject any cutward or
external chureiie Ihe Uhurch is not where the Word of Uod is preached
in 18 truli end purity and the sacrawents are adwinistered according
o Uhrist’s institution, bub the Chureh iz where the Christ within is
8otive and mon hearken te the inuard Word. loukhobors teach a universal
brothericod of msn. One need not necossarily be a Christian to be a
maver of tie Church. Jews, Gentiles, all are mombors of tha Church
28 long us they hearkon to the inward “orde

Coneerning “oranips

The Torms of worship of all the external churches in the world,

their varlous inetitutions, all the ronks and orderm of their

gservante, their costumes and movemonts, wore invented after the

time of the Apostles, those men of holy wisdom, aud are in then=

Belves naught bub dead signs, more figures and lebters, oxtemmally

Fepresenting that seored, inviaible, living and wise power of

God, wnich {iike the sun's rays) enlightens and pervades the

souls of the slect, and lives and scte in them, rurifying them,

and undting then to Uod.

To pray in temples made with hands is contrary to the injuncticn

of tho “avior: *ihen thou prayest, enter into thine inner chawber,

and having shub the doory pray to thy Pather whioh is in secret.”
e G2,

Yet a mon of Veod need not fear to enter any temples, Papal, Ureek,
Lathoran, Ualviniat, or other: to him they are all indifferent.
411 the ceremcnies of the clurches being useless, were much better

ief% alons,
loons thay do not respeet or worsaip, but eonsider as idols.

The eaints may Ls respected for their virtues, but should not be
prayed %o.

10.[51‘1.. e 2ile




98

Fasting shouic cennist in fleeing from lusts and refraining
from sureriinities.

“he decrves of the churchos and councils enould not be acceptad.

dhe Church has no right to judge or to santenge anyonsg for it
cannot know 4ll mun'a inward, secret motives.

ihe gons of Uod should worship God in spirit and in truth, and,
therefore; need no cuternsl worshir of Gode The external sacra-
menta have no efficacy; they chould be understood in a spiritual
8ense. Yo baptizs a child with water is unbecoming for & Chrietiang
an adult baptizes himself with the ¥Word of iruth, and is then
baptised, indeed by the trus priest, Ohrist, with the Spirit and
with fire,4<

ALl externsl worship and Lte forms sre rejected. To worshin Cod
in spird% and in truth requires no bhulldings, ne vestuments, no preachers,
tub only & hearkening to the invard Yord.

Concerning the Priesthoods

The Christ within iz the only true iMerarch and Priest. There-
fore no external priest is necessary. In whomever Christ lives,
he is Christis hoir,; and is hinmeelf a priest unto himeslf. The
priesits of Lerples made with hands are appolnted externally, and
can pericrm only what is extomnalj they are not what they are
usunlly esteexed to bo.

{he priecthosd is not an office reserved for specially selected
pecples each real Christian, enlightened by the tlord, may and
should pray to Yod for himself, and should spread the truth that
has teen sntrusted Lo hine Hhat an T then? A temple to the Lord
mout highe The sltay and the priest; the sacrifice am Y. Our
hearts the altars arej our will the offeringsy OJur sculs they are
the prisst, our sacrifice to 'brina.u

Concerning Sacraments:
Doukhobers insist that external sacraments are offensive to Uod,
tecause Uod doss not desirve signs and symbols, but realities. lesl

UIbide, ppe 283-8le
lelbid op Pe 282,
n!bid oy Ple 202-83,
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Communion with Sod comes by Yord, thought and faith., Fxternal baptism,

for instance, 1o unneoessery because weter only removes uncleanliness
from the external body. feal baptiem consists in thie, that man repents
#ith a pure and willing hesrt. Communion by bread and wine, they contend,
1z merely po much more food and drink for the body, which 1s of no avail
Yo the eoul, dccepting God's Yord makes cne a partaker of tho real and
efficacicus, etemal and sacred sacrament. .

Concerning the Resurroection:

Thoss enlightened by the Spirlt of God will after death rise
bpaing what will become of other people is un ne It &=
the soul and not the body that will ¥se « « o

Desires reaching men through his senses of hearing, secing,
srelling, tasting or Souehing, including sexual desire, sow the
scede of future torment. The craving for honours now torments
the awbiticus man, snd the eraving for drink dhe-drunkard - but
mich wore will those who have sown the seceds of such deeire be
Wwraented in the future 1ife, when they will not be sble to
f'-::tif.'f theé passions wnich will nevertheless grow stronger and
[+ 'ﬂng'ﬂx“a

the fire of abuge end contempt will turn and torment those who
have striven for hcnoursy the fire of aversiocn, shame, and loath-
ing will Le the consequence of impure loveg and the flames of
fury, ermity, revenge, rancour, and {mplacability will punish
ANgere

I tde ie the rosult of sowing evil passions in this life, on
the other hand the result of sowing geod seed will he continued
growtl touar%f perfection till the purified souls become like
Qﬂﬁ Hi:.-:self- :

Concerning the Souls

Dur souls existed and fell before the ereation of the material
uwniverse; thay are sent here as to a prison - as a punishment,
and for their reformation. The sin of ’dam is, like the rest of
the Pible stories, figuwrative. His sin does not o to his
descencants, but each man has sinned for hlmself,l!

lhﬁﬂudﬂ. Bpe 2&.. Pe 1;.
1rbad., p. e
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Briefly then, Joukhobors believe in a pre-sxistence of sovla,
Original ein, or the totsl corruption of the soul according to men's
Nabural ond unregenerate state is unknown awong theme

Conceraing 2ounilitys

Inasmueh aw 213 men sre equal, and the children of Yod do good

willingly withoul coercion, they do not require any government

or authority ov 'y them. Vovemnment if nceded at all, is noeded

bn}:.’ for the ikchody . %o go %o war, to carry ams, and to take

caths is forkiddon.™

These are the basic terets of Uosukhobor religious beliefs. Upon
reviewing thelr slatenents of balief, one renses two difforent, yet
bagie notes. [he sne is eouchod in the phraseology of the Pastern
Orthodox Churcn, widle it imparts philosophie truths. ihen a dangerous
volnt arisos, wysticiem takes over. Tha- othey note 1s anything but
Philozophicsl op mysticele It g redical and resolute, often harsh and
tontempiucus towand all subhority both esclesiastical and secular, as
usll as Gowsrd &1l whe do not readily and sboslutely agreec.

Feriiaps the best sunmary of the Uoukhobor philosophy of life and
relipious beltefs is found in Dgukhobore at ¥ar, by Zubek and Solberg.
‘he swmmery ctubonent was rendered to an interviewer by an old well-
vizened commumity Foukhobere It wes a cool sumser evening. Jhe old
nan and his interviewer sst on a hill overlooking the city that lsy in
the valley below. 4z Lhe lighte of the olty bLrole into the night, the
old man bepan to philosophiuos

That's the way it is every night. Whe but Uod could paint so
megnificant a picture?

“e are a sisple pecple. Ye wish only to live out cur lives in
Péage here on carth and to let others live. Yod, who created

161“.'1(!.9 Lo 16,
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the sarth and gave us all this beauty, did not intend that we
Should fizht over it. The carth telonge to Jod, not %o men or
o governments. od intended thnt wa, and a1l other living
things, should live on the products of the soll, taking only what
we need, and by our work sutting life back inte it. ¥e have no
claim on it otier than our %oile 16 belonge tc ue only as long
28 wo work snd only as long as we noed those products to subsist,

‘here Le enough for every croatura.

Jod created all wan in Nis image. Therefore we are all equale
o one has more »lghte than ansther. Mo nation has a right,
throush wary to seize snother's Jand or to rile over othora.

e were all grested frec the dust nd olime of the earth and we
lack windows Only Gcd io wieo. Iherefore we must be guided by
the epirly of Uod within us wideh we recognise as our consciance.
Who of us 4o wise enough o rule ovor othere? e are all equal.

Our task on this carth is not to anass wealth or property. It is
Yo worship “od and to live as close to Nim 28 we can. Ihrough our
undoratanding with Uod, the Sum, and through our will, with fod,
the lgly Ginoste dod has given na memory and understanding and
Will only for those veascng. <od has shoun us the trinity in
sverytdag arcund use lock at the valley down there, for example.
‘e flrst person of the trindty is Uod, the Father who is lipht;
the second, the Son of our Tord, is the 1ifes the third the iloly
Cpirit, is poace. You see, our religion 1s so very simple. Since
Jou gee it everyuhore around you, you can't forget it.

Christ the Son of Yod,; came Lo earth to show us how to live. le
%as a slopln man, a carpentere. Yowhere in the gospels docs it
toll of any Formal education. He learned a trade from his father,
Joseph, and he 1ived in a 1ittle village with his pavents and
practiced thad trede. Later, he went oud snd preached so that
others would slso learn about the pimple 1life. But others did
not all beiieve. They did nct wan® to give up heir wealth to
follow hiwe 4nd o his 1ife bucems a series of perascutions and
tuffering until finally he was cruci®ied. Ye wust follow the
Pattern of nis 1ife. He is re-born in each of us, and &0 we must
alse teach his teacuings snd be persecuted and suffer and diep and
riese szain.

Sscause Chrint lives again within us, thore is no point in all the
external macraments of the orthodox ohurches. what is thelr
baptism? It is only water applied to the body surface. It can
wash away only external uncleanliness. 7Trus, baptism takes place
waen & man ropents and calls upon his Uode Yhen Jod washee auay
the internsl sinu. Ocd's forgiveness iz symbolic of Uod himself.

e do not confess our sins to priests. ¥e confess our sins to Cod
and ask his forgiveness. If we have sinnod against a brother, then
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We confems the sin in public so thet the brother will imow Jod has
forgiven, and will also forgive.

We do not believe in thes orthodoxn communion. Fating bread and wine .
can do nothing. You swallow it and digest it like other food. It
cannot resoh the soule Only inward acceptance of the word of God
can do’ thate lhat iz communion.

fasting iz pood, net in quality but quantity and not at any svegific
time. Abstein from giuttony at 2ll ¢imes. Fat what 7you need and
o more. Observe moderation im all thinge. Abstain from tobacco
and Mguor and gsueh opher things as are nut neceszary to the bodv.

)

That is fastings If yeu starve the tody how ean it help the soul?

“e do not worship sainta or observe Saint's lays or speelal holi=-
Gays. Lhrist wae @ men like use. Hie o-irit lives in us, there-
fore whe is greater than anotherf If we are all equal, whabt

effect has praying o a ssint? Pray to Uod. Only he is greater.

#e 4o not Lwlieve in churehaes, thot is, in church buildings as
meetling places. If Christ dwells within each of us, then he is
precent wharever the congresation meets. “hat need %o bulld a
Spealal house? OubdoorS « o « ¥OUr hOW® « o o By homs, are just
43 holy sg o chureh, for Christ is whore you ars. Christ cannot
be present in an empiy buildinge Fe can be there only when the

Congrepation is prasente

Tou do not need %o be a loukhobor to gain salvation. *he word
"Doukhobor™ means that we wrestle with the Holy Spirit and not
with noterial wespons. You can win salvation if you telieve in
“od and follow hime You do not need to belong ¢o our community
or to belong to any churche

e do not believe in viclence. Onrist said that if anyone smites
you, you must turn the other cheek., Jhey call us pacifists.

“hat is pood, We believe in peace and we try o Pollow Christts
feachings.

s o o Dur raligion ie very simple. ¥We try to live the way Uod
wanis ue %o live, and the way Christ has preached. Feople accuse
us of enrosing povernments. ‘e carnot support them, for no one
is greater Lhan ancthers no one is wiss enough %o rule excepd
Uode Feople say that we do not believe in education; there is
0 recoxd of formal education in Christ'e li‘e.s If he did not
need it, why should we? We teach our ehildren the ways of their
forefathers. Yo teach then to live useful, simple, honest lives
and to wevship Uode What more could achools teach? Feople say
that we will not give vital statisties, dut VYod counts every
aperraw that falle from the heavens, and‘ ho numbers every halr
upon our heads. “hat more can we 2sk? “ho are the governmenta
that they should want to take over Uod's work? They are our
‘qualﬂ o o o NOV Vpd's equnho
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Peopls say that the government tock our lands away in Saskatchewan
RO ' he maseof oo e et R
r ’ ,

Doukhobor religicus biliefs have changed from time to time. There
18 difference of opinion as to wasther or not Christ is the Sen of Sod,
and whether the aoul only, or the body also goes to heaven. From time
%o time thure have been additions and subtractions to their creed in
order to accomodato a given situstion in 1iTe. _

It is relatively easy to ses, why, throughout their eatire history,
the Doukliobors have baen the object: of persesution in one form or
@nother, &hair attenpts to 1ive a life in accord with thelr beliefs
hap rendered it fupossible for them o avoid friction and conflict with
both ecclesisstical end seculss suthorities. They have been free of
Peroecution Iy the Church since their earliest days in fRussia, but
Persecution by the “gate hag followed them throughout their lives.
their pacifimt viows, and their rejection of all forns of human governe
ment, heve cnuse them two cemturies of pilef and persecutions.

Uoukiebors have conelstently contradicted one of thelr tasic beliefs.
¥nile denyin: any slleglance whatscever to human authority, and rejecte
ing all human forae of eeclesiastical and secular government, they have
hevertheless blindly and foolishly followed human leaders sho establish-
od despotio and tyrannic autosrscies in their midst. Wherein lies the
&nswer to tiis puseling situstion? Much of ii lies in the Doukhobor's
Conviction that a grester measure of the Spirit of Christ has dwelled

within their lsaders. Onoe a divine dynasty h=d bsen established, the

175ohn P. Zubek and Patricie Anne Solberg, Uoukhobora at War
Toronto: ‘%ihe Ryerson Fress, c.1952), ppe 175=77
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Spirit passen fram cne to another in the line of ascont. Tn 1501; &
E¥oup of fourteen Loukhobor women {rem various villages of the Saskatchewan
Settlenent aigned s docunent that apsentially deified Feter V. Verigin:
Cease %o pride yourselves on your righte and authorities and to
exalt yourselves) ho is higher than the King of heaven ond
Ghan Uod? vod oreated the heaven and adorned it with all the
heavenly spendouras; the sun and its rayes, the mocn and stars
to praise Yim; and He made the earth fim above the waters, and
adormed 1t with varicus flowers, and created all that liveth
on the earth, that they ehould praise Him, 4nd He gave freedom
U all that lives and %o tha animals,
“Grsat 13 the Lord above sll the nations, hecauss His goodness
and morey endurath forever." 4nd His goodness is that fle has
been born by the Spirit of the Most Holy Virgin Mother of Oed
the <ueen of Hewven, of the blessed race of Loukeria Xslnmikova.

This Lorc is our Leader, Peter Vasilovich Verigine Iis beauty
i8 in his “iodomy in {lesh he is pure.

“e strive towards hin, ssteem him Gc?aand Tsar, and with full
desire yleld curselves o his power.

Ancther possible enswer is tils, that men do not always practice
wnat they preach. Llefinitely i that the case where Douhobors are
concerned. They professed to have no leader, thoy professed no need
for a leader {wnile in Hussia) yet when on occasions they were deprived
of lacal iesdersiip, they fumblad and stumbled about in utter confusien,
and becsme 1iterally as cheep without a shepherd.

he Loulkhobor erecd, generally apeaking, has in the course of two
centuries lent itself to considerable flexibility. “hen it seemed
hecessary to add a new feature because tho leader suggested it, or for
the cake of exvediency, or vrotest, thie was done with little or no
Seruple. Wnen Peter V. Verigin decided that Doukhobors should change
thelr self-osteemed name, it was done without argument. When he decided

le.ﬁnude, Spe E!._t_u, DRe 22627,
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that they shiould dispense with al) individual owmership snd practice
Pure eommunism this too teenwe divine comrand. Whon he suggested in
his Jetters that men covld live without exploiting the animals and
elezents wiich God hag crested, many reedily scceptod this as divine
lmperative and sdjusted themselves to the situation. While these
festures were evident in a vast majority of all the Noukhobors at one
Une or ancther, they were especially, and still ere manifested in
the Sons of Freedon,

Closely akia to their religious baliefs are the Doukhobor customs
and practices. Fany of them are guite unique and interesting. %he
writer shall now conaider same of tho more prominent Joukhobor customs
and practices,

Very wnicue is the soecalled religious obaamuce.19 A necessity
for a1l religious observances iz the ceremonial table covered with a
wiite cloth. On the cersmonial table, a loaf of bread, a juz of water,
and some salt are placed. These are the Douithobor symbols of faith.
he tebls iz usually placed on a apacious out=of doors plot. To the
Tight of the cereronial $able some of the older men form to recite a
psalm, while on the loft of the table the older womon do likewise. As
the assembly coatinues te 1ine up, with opposite mexes on eithsr eide
of the ceremonial table, they soon form a huge human V., First a poalm
1s epoken in droning voices. Suddenly, there burste forth as from a
huge organ the throbbing notes of a psalm in song. “hen the last notes
of the som; have died sway, the leader speaks a psalm while all bow

195, ¥. G, Wright, Slava Fohus The Story of the Doukhobors (Hew Yoris
Farrer and Hinchart, c:mn' Ppe 30=39.
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their heads in reverent attentiom. In concluding thie prayer the leader
Speake the worde, *Slava Pohu® (mesning God be pmi.ud)!m "lat us all
bow to Almighty Gode” Ap if the entire asscably were one human body,
bhay knsel tw the ground touching their forcheads to the earth.

Hext follows the corsmonial kisoing. Baginning at the cermonial
table where the w05t dovoud and godly men and women stand, each porson
8beps from ids place to face his nelghbor, bowe three tines, and then
Jolning bwands they kiso three times. “hen the ceremcnial kissing haa
been completed the observance is brousht to 3 close with the singing
of another pealm,

There Lo really no otandard form for the religious obsorvance.
there have Leen many vuriations of the one descriled. Howaver, oll
Weir relipious obasrvances foature the basic elements. These are,
the ceremoniul ‘able with the symbols of thelr faith upom it, the
fomdng of a ¥, the singing of pealms and the coremcnial kissing.

Ao We Walaman, a member of the Doukhobor Rescarch Committee has
fade & study of Loultwbor psaims, hyms and folksongse The uriter shall
bere proseat nis summary of the findinse.

The maln theme of tho pealms i@ God and his wvorship. 7They are

talen from many scurces. Some are from the Gld Iestawent,

including Ghe psalms of ilavid and tie book of Isaiah. Others

are from the You Testament, inecluding the Coopels of Saint

Hatibew and Salnt Joum and the book of revelation. Dut wiereas

the psalms from the Old Testament sees to adhore fairly clesely

to the biblicnl test, those from the Hew Testament are often a

very free parvaphrasa.

A larze number of psalms however, do not originate from the Bible

at all and wmuny of them cre obvicusly modern compositions, ooxze
being in varse.

aolbid., Pe Se
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i@ lywns are almopt wll modern and none is taken from the Bible.
Ihe uords of tne great majority are uritten cither by T. S.
Prokhanov, a man of iolokan Tvan Sysooy, of Perry ¥iding, the
leading qoet azong the Doukhobors in Canada at the presont time.
Scme of the hymno are written by other Uoukhobors living - or
fecenily uccessed - in Cannda, while 8 few are token from
Mussian 1iterature, e.g. lersontov and Nadson. The hymna are
Hmerens sod many are being added to the collection every year.
in thewe, like the pealns, they are mainly religious, but they
4o not alwaws take God as their main subiect. Some, for examplie,
deal with their leadoers, Feter the Londly and Chestiakov, others
¥ith the sufferings of the Uoukhobors in prison. A= their
bussian name "stikid" (verses) suggests, these hyrma are written
in rhyned verse and divided into stanzas.

“he folksonge of the Doukhobors are largely variations of the
regulor Hussian folksengs, both as regards words and music.
Sometines thisy are so different from the original as to be alacnd
turecogninalile. JYhey ave not mesat to deal with the religious

Gide of 1ife, and they are often sung after the pealms and hywne

ab religious and sosiel gatherings by way of rolief. They have

uol, howsver, anything resenbling tgg gaiety and light-heartedncse
of the erdinary Hussian folksonps.

Yoot Uoukhobors frown on nusical instruments as inventlons of
e devile Consequently, thelr music is purely voeal. Jtheir einging
i8 of & nighly dsveloped liussian a cappella® style. Chanting is very
Pepular among the Uoukhoborp. Also popular azong the Uoukhobors is
B0egalled “"sounat singing. Ona woice begins the melody and is joined
later by otier voices, yet each woice retains ite inderendence.®?

The Uoukhobor philesoshy of marriege ic in the tradition of the
Serdeoriental morriage eustews. Ootil recently the narriage was of
greater concern to the parents of the bride and groom than it was to
the bride and greom themselves. Traditionally, thoy believe that

marriage should be contracted vithout cererxonies.

iarry B. Hawthorn, editor, The Douldio of Uritish Columbia
(Report of the Doukhotor feseareh Gom e, Tniversity ol Lritish
Columbia, ne pey 1952), pr. 262-83.

22 rbid., p. 263
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It neods only the will of those who have come of age and who are
united in Jove to ane another, and e inward oath and vow, before
all-ganing Gad, in the souls of those who are marrying, that

they will toe the end of their days, recain faithfal and inseparable,
4n external marrciage cerenony, apart from the imward marriage has

ne @neaning; 4% hos at wost this effect that being performed before
ultnesses, it maintaing the bond betweon the spounes Ly the fear

uf‘ n!m'.',;.%-, should they brealt the promises of fidelity they have

s Vo o &

Mivorces are o rarity aweng the Doukhobors. iHowever, to procurs
3 divorce 10 a relatively simple procedure. LUoukhobors believe that
Bhyone whe divoreces nie wife is an adulterer, and in addition makes

= bis wife an adultorenm. llowaver, it finally becones a cholco brtween
;E-: the lesser of two evils. If love no longer exists between husband and
' Wife, the state of that marriage ie considered as bad if not worse
than g divorce, Ihurafore, when it bocomes evident that the btond of

love no longer axists between husband oud wife, one or the other membor

of the union need mimsly leave the houseliold, and thus procure hie or
ber diverce,

Loukhobor marriages have caused considerable agitation in Britich
Coluzbia. fne-government was not sble on the basis of provincial

marriagze laus to consider Doukhobor merriages legal. Conmseguently, all

ehildren born of such unions wore nocegsarily considered illigitimate.
In addition, tae Woukhobors steadfantly refuse, in keeving with their

belief thit God has numbored us sll, to render an account of marrisges
and birtne to the government. Ihis has been one of the major bones of

contention between the British Columbia povernment and the Doukhobors.

Tae Dritich Columbia government, has in recognition of the rroblem
taken oteps towards recogmising Uoukhobor marrisgee ao legalo"”"

23M-H.ntun. S si_t'l.., FPe 2&-83-
a‘Infra.
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The Doukhcbor merriase which ie pictured bolml.as is not an
offieial rubrie for all loukhobor marriages. Vardations of this cere=
Rony are practiced within the wvarious Doukhobor tnctim-""s
In view of the fact tha® DJoukhobors do not baliecve in priests or
churshes, the ordained minister is conspicuous by his absence. Thers

is an orfficial speakor however, who may be any membor of the community
“he enjoye opeasing, snd whose eloguence is equal to the task. %hen
the gusate have assembled in traditions) fashion bofore the bride and
f¥oom, the orator lawnches into hie dissertation, which usually econsists

of an adwmonitlon to the couple to remain united in love until death,

and live peacefully together. There is no fixed outline for such a

dissertaticn. The ccntent and length theract depend elnost entirely

on wracilion and the eloquence of the speakers
Now tho parania of the groom move forward to embrace the bride

and acknacwledge her an their daughter. Parents of tie bride parforam

a gimilayr ritusl with respoct to the grocm. A1l and sundry may now
Jein in adconishing the bride and groom with regard to their future

The major part of the ceremony has now faken place.
The bride and groom arsume a

position at, the head of the table, as gueats of honor. A prayer is
lepending on the number of guesta, the

conduct snd 1ife.

The guests rove now to the tables.

caid and the fesst bogins,

feasting rans through numerous relays. When the first group has dined,

a ned group £ills the vacant seata. The bride and groom remain at the

257ubok and Solberg, ope clite, pn. 180-82.

26Hnwt.mrn, Ope citey pp. 201=93,
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tablo wntil the last guest has dined. Often, as in cases of large weddings,

this may last through en entire day,.
A% frequent intervals, empty bowls are dispersed among the platters

of food upon the table. Tnese are gift Lowls into which wedding gifts

of momey sre placed. Every gift placed into the pgift bowls 1s acknow=

ledged Ly the bride snd groom kissing esch other. Throughout the day,
Pealme and folksongs are pung and the lateat gousip is passed from one

to mnother. Tt 1s a gala festival, ond often continues far into ihe

night. w®hen groups or fasdilies Finally begln to louve, the bride and

Srocn then adiourn to the home of the groom where more feasting iskes

place,
Among those Joukhobors who have become sulficiently seculardzed

%0 indulge in the usze of aleoholie beveragoe, the huge flask of vodia

PLays an important role in the wedding feazst. Uenorally speaking,

hicwever, aueng the orthodox, and espesially aveng the Sens of Freedom,

Lhere i tota)l abstinence. Sons of Freedom brides still wear the

traditional Uoukhobor dress, but the majority of foulkthokor brides now

u8ar modern wedding drauues.27

There is no standurd rubric for Doukhobor burial services. Community
and Independent Uoukhobors practioce essentislly the same &rpe, but the
Sens of Frecdon differ. Joukhobors speak of death as "ehnnga."zs Yhen
agyone changes in the comumity, & very simple ceremony follows. ihsy

do not erbalm the body of the deceased, but dress it very carefully in

biz best olothes before placing him $ntc a home-made casket. For a

LR
287-“ka and Sﬂlhﬂrsg .ego __2.. De 189,
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Poriod of threc days, the corpse lies in state, in order to give friends

and relatives an opportunity to pay their lust respects and sing prayers

ifter the three-day paried the casket lo carried to the

and psaing.
Since the Joukhow

cenetery, not by undertakers, but by the relativee.
bore have begum to ueo cars and trucks this procedure iz usually carried

out on tha backs of a truck. felatives of the deceased ride along in

the truck which is beasring the casket. Cholrs, singing psalms, follow

io cars and trucks, snd behind this parade follow the friends and
ugizhbors.

it the cemetory, the casiot is placed at the edge of the grave
waile the deabh chont ls sung, and varicus pecple epeak of the deceased

Lrother or sistere. Often the service btocomes 2 long drawn-out affaiy

waen many people wish to speak.
the casket is lowered iutc the earth while =ore psalms are chanted.
ihe casiket is then covered with a mound of earth aftor wihich a few
glices of braad,- & jug of water and salt are placed ucon the grave.
Yona of Freedom have been known to sisply leave bodies lying oub
in the oren. iseally the spot chosen for this is on a high hill so
tzat the brother will be clogser to heaven.”’ This is done by only the

most radical, howgver. Their explanation hss been that since man and

aninals are sll brothers cresated by Uod, the bLody should ke left out

in the open so Lhat animsle may consume it for food.3D

291 bid,
BOIhid., FPoe 76-76

iihen all the spreches have Been coirpleted,
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Six weeks after the burial, the second gervice takes place at which
time the soul of tine deceased pauses from his hody.31 This service 18
Very similer to the burial service, although much shorter. Fsalms are
Snanted and a few remarke are made concerning the dacaased, but no
Prayerz uare offered. <There is differencs of opinion reogarding the
destination of the soul. An old man when questioned on this point mused:

W8 community people do not know. Ferhaps it goos to heaven . . «
but Loe Mingdom of Heaven 18 in man's soul, 80 how ean the poul
850 anywhere? Jde beliave that the souls of the rightecus are in
the hands af dode lHe toment of hell can ever touch them. Eee
caudte thney ars righteous, heaven is in their souls aven here con
@arthe The unriphteons wall in darkness even while they 1ive,
and therafore God is not within them. YThey walik from day to
day dreading whal may come after they ¢fo and expeating scon to
perisile Thorefore thwey bave their hell here on earth just as
the righteous have thelr heaven here on earth. iHell is the evil
feeling, the fecling tuat socn you will perish. Heaven is the
feoling that God dwells within you and therefore nothing can
harn you o « o AS for what haprens later, that we do not know,
we leave that for “od to arranges. iHe imows whether not there

will ba a resurreotion. %That is geod enough for us.

in bthe previous chepier the writer stated that in 1931 the mausclieus
of Feter V. Verlgin was dynamited.?? As far ss one cen determine, this
is the only Zoukiobor mausolour in Eritish Coluxbia. <*he monument was
eregtod by tho cormunity Doukhobore in honor of their beloved lccder.
It io neither a4 traditional nor standsrd custom. Nost Uoukhobor graves,
with the exception of Independents, do not even bear tombstones. ouk-
hobors believe that nothing is needed in the way of tangibles to remembor
the dececused. God remsnbers theme In recent years lowdvaer, it has

been the custonm of some Doukhoborz to erect tiny houses upon the grave,

311hido. Po 150.
321“&.. Five 169~90,
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Vaerein Shey place a portrait of tho deceased together with a piece of

hpe? Whereon Lis vital statistics are registered. “hen these bogin
%o fade or are lont they are rerlaced uit.". freeh ones. Often, fresh
water, bread and salt are placed within'the confines of these tiny
houses, 34 AR with nany olher Doukhobor cuptons, gradusl ohanges are
being obmerved in their burial custons.

Tarning to the Youlkhober living quarters, the writer shall examine
& community house of the 1930%*s. In the early Saskatchewan days, the
fiouses ware bullt of logs, plastered with a mixture of clay and straw,
“pon widen a thatched roof was placed. On occasions, when timbers for
house were not available, sod houses were eroctad.’g The basic plan
WS however, the same as that for the house of the 193U!s, ;

Community nouses are alviays bu:l.it. identiecally and in pl:l.l'so36 They
&re two=story red brick edifices with ample window space. A porch
flanked by wooden pillars ie ervcted on one side of the house. On
entering the house, there is evidence of scrupulous cleanliness, and
dustere bareness. The walis are plastered and whitewashed. The floor
is constructed of bare unvarnished toards, which have beon sanded and
Serubbed to m smooth whiteness. Purniture is very scarce, and what thore
is of it, is home smade. In every house there is a hand-woven rug, the
fruit of Ysukhobor women handicraft, at which they excel, Fictures and
Ornaments are conspicuous by their absence. In the living room there

ligubek and Solberg, op. @ite, pps 190-51.
3531.&'5.!:‘&05, op. eit., p. 21§

36, palr of houses on spproximately one hundred acres of land
constitutes a villiave,
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is 2 long tuble, benches and cheirs, and a huge homemade chest. One
finds no item in the houns that ia no% atgsélutol,y esaentlal. The
Teminder of the ground flcor serves 98 a cosbined dining *oum and
kitehon in woieh there 48 a huge Russian-style oven.

Yhe second atory sexves ns sleeping quarters. If coneists of
Geveral lsrge rooms cpening into 2 square hall. Doorways are devoid
of doors, Lot hung with curtaing. In esch bedroom there are several
homemsde Leds with huge wara festher conforters upon them. Double
Fooms are consbyucted for the merrled '“t:dﬂplﬂa-

wery house of a piven commmity s identical. 7%hey are built
large enoagh o Gouse an entire "famdly® of thirty or more of close kin.
*he wenen of the house work according %o siriet schedules, and prepare
Feals In milfha,

fmeh paly of houses has its own owimer kitchon, bathhouse, cutdoor
tollet, uarshouse and storage shed. The bathhouse 1s an interesting
Place. & low otown covered with flad stoncs is placed in the center
Of the rocm. Meside the otove are several water buckets. ¥hen the
bathhouse ig in uze, the stones are hoated and water 16 thrown upon
thes, thue £311ing the room with stesm. This is the Doukhobors private
variation of the Turkish bath.>T

In commundty villages the father is coneidered to be the head of
e fardly. In the event of liis death tho eldest son shoulders the
responsivility of managing fasily affeivs. Great respoct is shown for
Yomen among the Upukhobors. Without a doubt, equality of has

2ubal und Solberg, op. cites Ppe 172173,
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reached iis hiphest expression smong these peculiar sectarians. Women
are conpidered eospotent to judge businese affairs, participate in eouueilg.
end perform religious rites on an equal Mna with men. Tt is usually
the wosen Lok who supoly the cohesive force within the commmnity. When
the men Lecome weak and begin to waver, the staunch Poukhobor women
Yemain firm end ednere to the old traditions. It 1s significunt that

dong the “ons of Freadon, it is the apod grandwothers who often are

|+
te loaders in nude ;:raradrm.su

Douktiobore are generally opesking very hospitable. They have often : ;
been imows to erect special lodging houses for ;r.luitors. Ugually, they
refuse any resuserction for lodging and food. Children are obediont
and gnow groat respeet for their ;:armﬁ.. Az socon as they are able %o
Breal Lhey are taught the traditional prayere and psalms, In additiom
they are trained at an early age to do their share of the worke Rew
garded as ooiritusl eguals,>’ they are also required to bear their full
Bhare of the burden by way of eaming a livelihood, Tn this mnnar,_
Doukhobor traditions sre handed down from generation to goneration withe
ot the mediue of any weitten beoks.

¥ost Youltiobors ave vegetarians as a result of the decres sent
forth from Siberia by Peter ¥, Vors.g:l.u.!‘o The more sealous are especially
meticulous in this matter. Their main diet censista of borsch soup
whiieh is @ spicy broth liberally splkod with wepetables. This, together

agIbid. 3 PPe 1":6"3?.
Bgﬂlkin'bon, ore 2_’._!., Po 28ke

1"08 El'a °




with huge plices of bxead constitutos the maln coiurse.
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Iarge guantities

of drisd, as well gz frosh fruits are consumade. The m!.n reverage is
te:a.h?- Since mout Joulthobors still nfnataﬂn froa tobaceo and liquorg

there is noither an after-dinner smoke nor an appatizer prior to the

mﬂlo
ihe Uoukhohors who hall from Russisn peasant stock, are a hardy,

sturdy, and generally healthy folk. Thelr dress is slrple and mostly

Until recently tihey have shunned medical aid, but they
Their

Gelf=pade.
to have thoir own concockions and brews to cure minor ailimento.

maln desize ie to load the simple peaceful life, a life dedicated to

LOd in accord with thelr bolieis.

'::l.hub@'.'i and Solbcr[{,, Ei'i- ‘.‘itc’ Pe 17k




CHAFTER VIXI
COIMMEVIORATY PICTURE ASD CONCLUDTHG STATEMERT

Traditicnal Soukhobor antipathy toward governaents and their
Sgencles continaen to thds prosent day. Feczuse they have refused in
the pust, and to a certain antond in the present, to register vital
Statistics, it 1o a diffieult motter to obbain an accurate record of
their numeriesy sirengiin. veveral estimetes of their total number in
Consda are o be found, "oot acthoritative is the estimate of Harry
B lawliorn, o menber of the Coukhobor Research Committee in Pritish
Colurbia ang editor of ites findings entitled The Loukhobors of Eritish

Columbin, lawthiorn sets the figure at gpproximately t.mt.v thousandel |

0f thie nuber, more then half reside ia British Colwmbia.? A large
Fajority of the remsining nusber are residents of Saskatchewan, while

@ fev moaliored Lsulhobors are to be found in Alberta and Hanitobs.

Hol wifhout nossibility is the conjecture that Doulkhobors, or people

of loukhobor anceetry may be fomd in each of Csnada®s ten provinces.
Thie 4a rurely conjecture and not fact. In Seskatchewan, the msin cone
Ceatration of Youkhobors is gtill within the original Ssskatchewan
Settlemont, Likewise in Britich Columbia, their main concentration,

centres in the Xootensy and Orand Forks ereas.

(Report of the Soukhobor kegearel Conilttoe, ihe Univers sh
cbllmb:l.u, Ne ey 1952), Poe 10.
’Ind.
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There ave am many as piz exieting Doukhobor societies in Canada,3
fanoly; the Union of Uoukhobors in Canada, the Unton of Spiritual
Oommnities of Christ, the Hamed Doukhobors of Gnads, the Society of
Independent Uouknotors of Canada, the Society of Indejendent Doukholors,
nd the Christian Commumity and Brotherhood of leformed Doukhobors.
The vast Eajority however; fall into three groups, namely: the Society
of Indepondent Uouinobors, the fnion of Spiritusl Commmities of Christ,
and the Sons of Yyreedon, .

The Union of Doukhobors in ’cmdn!‘ is an over-all organisation
With headquartors and main concentration in Saskatchewan. It iz a rather
loosely organismed anciety uhose main purpose is to look after intorests
Comzon to sll Uoukhokors, ieGe militery exemptions. This soclety excludes
the Sona of Proedom and 48 on the whole rather remotely affiliated with
britieh. folusmbin Douldioborse

The Union of Spiritual Conmunities of Christ (OM)ps numbering
Spproximstely five thousand adhorents, is the nouinal heir of the Christ-
ian Community of Universal Brotherhoods The lstter, began to decline
rather rapidly ofter the deeth of Peter V. Verigin and ihe accession of
Peter Fo Verigin 1o leadership of the ssct. Declared completely bankrupt
in 1937, the younger Verigin resigned itn presidency, and approximately
three years later the land belonging to the group was lost by mortgago
foreclosurs. Since then, the British Columbis government has assumed

Irvid,
thid-’ Pe 23.
sIbd.d., e 11,
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Much of bhe mortgsge and has rented the land to the Doukhobors. Johm
do Verigin in the soeretary of thia organisation which today operates
ton sehonls 1n énsoian, and sponsors a youth movement for those tetween
the aces of aixieen and forty. In spite of their naze, the adherents
are inderendent wageesarnors and proprietors. They reside on community
lands and pay rent to the povornment via the lLands Setilement Board.

he Society of Independent Doutthobors, with P. P. Abrossimoff u.
chadraen, eouperates very closely with the Unfon of Spiritual Communie
tes of Christ on most iraues, especially that of military exemption,
&d now alse atlend the tnion of Spiritusl Commnities of Christ

-

religious meetingg.’! Mewbers of this soclety seem to have a rather
uneertain and variable status. Shey own their lands, rather than rent
them from the povermmente Yhe Eritish Columbia Independents are diff=-
erent from the Sasicatchowen Indopendonts. She latter do not even wish'
o affiliste with any scciety of Indopendenta.

ihe Yene of Freedom are a rather heterogeneous group consisting
of individuals from virtually every Joukhobor walk of 1ife. Today,
they cultivate and occupy less land than do the other Uoukhebors. Many
of them are virtually landless snd a najority of those at Krestova, one
of their larzost eenters, lack sufficiont adequately-watered land for
even a tiny garden.&

Genexally speaking, the Sone of Freedom are radicals. Zthey are
Stricter in their tcliefs, want no change from their wey of life in

Stvid,
?Ibid-’ Yo 23.
Stbide, pe 21.
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Russia, and continue to object to education, registration, the use of
hetals, and war. Soma of their beliefs and practices also differ.?
It is the Sons of Freedom who have in recent years demonstrated their
Violent protestsc to government and its agencies, via nudism, vandalism,
incendiarisn, and other forceful means. They have in the past, and
8till do present the greatest problem to the British Columbia government.
Their present lesder is Stefan Stanley Sorokin, whose followers have
Organized the Caristian Community and Brotherhood of Reformed Doukhobors.
Their total number is difficult to determine. Harxy B. Hawthorn's
e8timate stands between two and three thouamd.lo However, the Registrar
of Vitel Statistics at Helson estirated their mumber at three thousand
and sixby nine in 1951, %

The Sons of Freedom ave inconsistent in their customs and village
life, and continue to show an intense reaction to the process of adjuste
ment to Cinadian life. It is their fim conviction that conflict between
g0od and jovernment is absolutely necessarysle

Currently, the Sons of ¥reedom are gardeners rather than farmers.
Women dp a majority of the work while the men are away earning wages.

A Sons of Freedom family owns possibly a garden plot and a cow, the
Which provide vegetables and milk for the family. Generally speaking,
true Sons of Freedom have followed this wvay of life since they came to
Canada, Their custons and way of 1ife center mainly in their religious

955‘2!‘3-
authorn, op. eit., p. 12.

]'ICfo A._!.‘peﬂdiz’ Pe 131.
H}!Mhorn, op. cit., p. 12,
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teliofs, It is iheir desire to relocate in an inclated spot, where
they may develop o corumnity without Mlm eonflict with other Uouk=
hobora who have hecome "secularized,” and' vithout meating conflict with
tha government. Eiforte ave being put forth to accommodate their
desires, but o date no practical and sabiafactory solution to the
Problex hag been arrived at. ;

Une may well inquive, whai are some ressons why Doukhobors turn
o the Sons of Freccom fuction? The following rearons are plausible.
Some Joukhotors still believe that the gluple 1life digtated by their
beliefe in quite poseible to attain. Unable to find it awong the ortho-
dox or In-ieusmﬁnt Youkhobors they turn to the radical Sona of Freedom
Bi0 lead the relatively einple life. In this category one will find
@specially tno oider people. Anothor reason why many turn to the Sons
of ¥Freedon s because they protest against secularization of the sect. '
&y secularizaiion tiioy mean the ues of wodern implements, telenhones,
educztion, nodern dress, lipstick and the like. This 4s of course
closely connected with the belief that the simple life is rossible.
“$i1l another resson Por Joiring the radicale, was in the past a dige
Mko for the Verigins. Among the Sons of Fresdom such pesople found
refuge fron the leaders who alternately praised and condermed them. It
i8 no secret that she great depression sent many Soukhobors scurrylng
into the Sons of ireedon £old, Economlc nccessity rendered the simple
life imperative. lio doubt, thore are many othor reasons shy Uoukhobors
burned to the Ycns of Freedom, reasons wiich cannot be detected mor
explored withont parsonal inquiry and contact.

“he Donkhobora have undergene a vast change in the past half century.

It wae the radical element that migrasted to Canada from the Caucasus.
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In Canada, this radioal olement in tumn experienced schism and factions
that have rendered the seot heterogeneoud. It is intercating to note

however, a comparicon of the attituden of Sons of Freedon and the curreat

Unlon of Spiritual Commnities of Christ nenbers, concerning varlous
Pertinent juoues. These conparigons are based on the findinga of
éxperts who were colleagues on the Uoukhohor Research Committeo.l3 The
Conparisone are concerned with the following issuess leaderchip, govern=
ment, land, mchool, relocation, nudity, and arson and dynardting.

“he Sons of Fyeedom attitude toward their present leader, Stefan
Stanley Sorokin, is that he 4s a "good man,” but does not provide the
poworful lsadership that was once provided by the Verigins. He does
not have the authority Lo mako changes by suggestion or edict as did
e ¥eripine, ‘The Unicn of Spiritual Cormmunities of Christ does not
Técognize Sorckine. They etill swait the hereditary leader, son of
Foter 7. Verigin, believed to be in Hussia. There saems to te a great
deal of eonfusion on the mutter. CSome say that there is a current leader
in Csnada, but decline to specify who he isy while yet others have no
fixed opinion on the matier.

The basie atiitude toward government is very slmilar in both
Sceleties, The Sone of Freedom dislike and distrust the government and
make the characteristie statement, "the government knows what we want
bub will never agree to 1,01l Proegzovornment sentiment azcng Sons of
Freedom ie a rare excsption. The Union of Spiritual Conmunitias of
Christ consider the government rather unfair, especially where the land

131h1d., pp. 32225,
Uigrid., p. 322,
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lesue is coneerned. (n issues other than land, the most common telief
8%0ng then is that the governnent has tried to ba faire

Concerning isoues of individual ownership there is agreement in
both groups. Thay all beliewe that Doukbobors should not own lend
individuaily. Tois 19 based on the “iprinciple” of their bellefs. In
8dddtion, the idea of oomsunal 1iving is favored by a majority of
toth EToups,

Uoneernlng the echool issue there ic differenceé of opinion rather
vhan agreesent. The Lirge majority of imion of Spiritual Communitice
of Christ wenbers are proegchoole ihie pertains to school on the elee
Rentary levele Tayond that, nehool is unncceseary. Sons of Freedon
4re decldedly anti-schcol beeause they bolieve thad government sehools
teaeh i itorism and patrlotisn which are evil. Seho-ling is for the
Sons of rrecdom egsentially WANSCOSSArY.

Both societins agres that propossd relocation of Sons of Freedom
18 @ good thing. Urion of Spiritucl Comsunitics of Christ membera are
very favocrable %o the ideay; more So tecause they feel they are bearing
tho brunt of rublie anti-Doulicbor sentiment. The Sons of Freedom ave
the chief antugonists and ave therefore responsible for what the Zoult=
hobors as a whiolo must bear. Soms Sous of Freedom are opposed to re-
location. %ils opposion feeling stems undoubbedly from their inherent
distrust of any govermsent motive or action.

There iz a definite distinetion to be made on the 1rsus of nudity.
4 vast majority of the donz of Yreedon are pro-nude in their sentiwments.
Hudity hae in the course of ycars becoms the mark of a true Son of
Freedom. For the wost part, Union of Spiritual Communities of Christ

Uoukhobors believe that nudity ic a erimes 4 fraction of their number,
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hiovever, boiieve that it signifies froedom from ain. Approximately
Gngequsrter of their number believe that nudity belongs in the realm
of individual liberty, providing it does not impose on others. Arson
and dyneriting is condemned by both groupm. Although Sons of Freedon
do 2ot averove of such metheds, they express some "understanding” as
0 the wotive behind various incidents of fire and blaating in the past,
Contradictory to their sentiments, thoy continue to burn their homes
and those of others, and blast bridges and railuay junctions.

fhis cooparison of attitudes renders the question, “Why Sons of
Freedou?” all the more pussling. Swon in the light of the reasons
advanced above, it is difficult to understend why a relatively proe-
perous and crogressive inion of Spiritual Uommmities of Christ lUouke
hober, yes wore so an Tndependent Doulkhobor, should lcave his community
oF howe and cheoose to identify himeelf with a society that is branded
as reveiubionary, not only by the publie, but by his brothers in the
tect as well. A queation of this nature eannot be solved ©yr investigating

&n nisberical account of the sect alome. Tt rust be suprlemented with

poyehological s tudy of the Sens of Ypeedom sceiety.

Since thelr arrival in Csnada little more than a half-century agoe,
the lguliwohore have experienced considerable change in their way of
life. Uenorally speaking, they have bacome ag a truc Son of Freedonm would
put it, "sscularized.” A communistic scociety when they settled in Saske-
atcheuan, today no Joulkthobor in Canada lives in a self-sustaining ccmunit-y.l;
dhile there is continued intercst in the community principle, most every

15Ibido, Yie 12,
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individual elthoer works at on cutside Job, farns, or conducts his pro=
fession or buniness as an individual. Those who do mot f£all into this
clasz, are dependent on those wao do, or on povernment walfare M.c!.l6
Cther changes have talen place alsc. Very notable among thenm is
the language transition. Originally, a strictly Russianespeaking
' people, there were precicus fow who were able to converse in Engliesh
even with great difficuliy, when they settled in Cannda. Today, almost
all Loukhobors are bilingual, by virtus of the fact that 211 can speak
thelr native Hussian, aud a vast majority can apeak English alsoet?
For many, use of the Fpglish language is still at a minfmum, and a fey
isolated “ons of Freedom children canno® speak it st all. Otherwise,
the lack of Spglish is confined tu the older people.

Traditiorally farmers, today, there aro few full-time famers
anong the Usukhcbtors. # vaest majority are common laborers, 2 few are
vrofeasional men, and the rest divide their vocations among merchants,
pregel Sorn and saumill operators. In addition, there is a nobaoble
trend Soward inereased education on the secondary and college level,
which will no doubt in the future alter this situation to some extent.

£lthough the standard of living has increased quite steadily since
1940, there are fey welleto~do Doukhobora in Conada. It is estimated
that only twenty five per cent of the Independents, and a still smaller
rercentage of the Union of Spiritual Communitics of Christ Joukhobors
maintain the sverage stendards of non-Doukhobors around them.l8 Tt is

16 bide, pre 13-1he
177bide, pe 13.
1Bryia,
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“rue, many of then to drive automobilen today, nevertheless the ratio
of autemsbile owners among the Doukhobors is considerably less than
average for Usnadiagn citizons.

the Unfon of Spiritusl Communities of Christ sponsors a waekly
news bulletin ealled “Ysikra® (The Spark) ,19 with a circulation of slighte
iy leas than eight hundred issuco per week. 7The general tone of the
bullebin Lo pacifist in keoping with their beliefs and traditionas
fevertheless, it is in sympathy with "commendable” government aetion.
It Lo widely road anong the Union of Spiritusl Commmnities of Christ
and Indevendent people, but is prohibited to the Sons of Freedom lost
Shoy wisinterpret its contents snd £ind mobivation therein to ombark
an acts of violence and rrotest.

Thera ie then a distinet evidence of change and assimilation to
the Canadian way of 1ife among the Doukhobors. They have ccue a long
W3y toward tecordng “Canadlens® aince their settlement on the Saskatche=
wan praivies. <ith time, patience, and understanding on the part
of all concerned, Coukhobors on the whole may yeb become the desirable
citisens woich in 1899 Canada hoped thay wonld bee

feanvihillo, problens of & rather serious nature peraist. Fspecially

is tiis ihe case in Fritish Colunbiz. A5 pointed out, Sons of Freedom

steadfantly refuse %o cooperate with the sovernment, and even their cwn

brothers. ILhey continuo in their anmual terrorisme. 4Anti-Doukhobor

sentimont has roached an all=time high. It would caume no little surorise

if vigilunte action would be vaken by the publie.

J'PIMd-' p- 261.
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It is psther difficult to asiume an unbiased mlddle-of-the-road
pesition over againot the Uoukhobors and the problesm they present. At
tiwes, ene ie sorely tespted to Justify withoul reservation any governe
ment actlon employed against them, be 1t Justifiable on legal and
hunanitorian grounds or not. (me is sorely tespted to follow the crowd
and express the popular sentiment that Doukhobors or "Douks™ as thoy
are vopularly knoumy are inmorsl, clannish, wnreliasble, hypoeritieal,
antagoniotic, and on the whole undesirable. 7o an extent thiz ie
decidedly truv. L.t has the public given them a full-fledged chance?
The entire loukhobor sect cennot bo regarded with the same sentiment.
i8 no secrot that a geod many of them are desirables today. It is
also no soceret that Sons of Freedem are at the root of all current
problens, asnd therefore the entire sect should not be Mem&d. f?aither
can i1 be seld that they antagondse ginply for the sake of antagomising.
L% musty rememberad that thay believe they are following a good consciance.
‘herefore it in not mimply an economic or secial or physieal problem.
“ho root of it is imbedded in piri;bua‘.l grounde

Conversely, one is at tires tempted to lean precariously to the
“oukhobor gide of the irsue, and syrpathize wiconditionzally with a
people who have manifested thelr willinzness to persevere during a life=-
tlue of persocution, privation, and insiult, cn behalf of their beliefs,
traditions and customs. Une must recognizse that in iheir gloricus
mements they huvs borne wiiness to the world that when men wholly res-
pect one another as equals in the Kingdom of lod, and when they harmonie
cuely practice what thoy preach, it is possible humanly speaking for an
iidieal commnity to exist. by the same token thoy have likewlse given
evidence that such an ideal community cannot exist for long, by virtue

ef ke foct that humeans are humang. -

e,
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In all faimess it must be pointed out that there is right and
wrong on both sides of the issue. The Doukhobors must be admived for
their zesl and perseverance. They must be cormonded for their momants
of industry snd secomplichment be they ever so spasmodie. There is,
“cuever, much in ihelr story that is to bs frowned upon and condemned.
By the ssme token, while all government action toward the Doulhotors
cannet by any atrotch of the imagination be Justified, yot one must
recognize that on the whole the govermsent of Cmnada has been fair and
Just in Lte dealings with the Doulhiotors, end has, and continuas to
feek voluntary solutions to the problem. With time and patience, with
understending and respect for the rights and conseiences of individual

men; & voluntary and satiofactory sclution to the entire problem may

vet bs forthe-conminze Heanwhile, the Doukhobor problem persists.




AFPFRDIX A
HWFCENT GOVERITMENT ACTTON COMCTRNING DOUXHOBORS

“he following is an excerpt from a letter which the writer received
from lire Tazet We Gulley, dated Maven 2, 1955, at Helson, Hritish Columbia.
Fre Culloy has made a personsl study of the Doukhobor problem. He has
been astive in tids study for five years. This excerpt from his letter,
rendere information concerning some of the latest gevernment action
of an ewpert, pertaining to the justifiability of government actions.

The atiitude of the Vovernment has been to seck a2 voluntary
solution to the nroblem, bub eovery sugsestion has been turned
doun by the Sons of Freedom, and in order to presorva the peace
and forestall any rossible vigilante action, the Uovernment
was forced to invoke the law. Starting a year and a half ago,
af'ber all the alternatives were refused by the Sons of Freedon,
tha Uovernment requirsed the children between the ages of seven
and twelve to abiend school, Seventy-five children have been
from Lheir peronts and put in scheol when the parents refused
to cooperates. A goodly number of children have been hidden
avay and Rkave not yei been apprehend; and af course, there are
thraats of violeneo in retaliation. Zveryone fully expects
A0t with spring and varmor westher, there will be another

ocutbreak of violence and nudisme

The Covermnment, T feel, rightly belicvas that education for the
¢hildren is one of the abuolute necessities for the soluiion to
thig vroblem. Ignorance, superstition and fanaticism go hand

in hand, and there can never by any hope of inducing thesa people
%o live peacefully and in a neighboriy fashion as long as they
ave broughd up in ignorance and in the same pattern as their

parents.

The Government has dalken several positive steps in other directions.
The right to vote which was withdrawnm in tho 1930's, has been
restored to ¢ll Doukhobors. The Doukhobor form of marriags haa
been recognised and legalized. £ movement is on foolt to returm

the formor Doukhobor lands to the rightful heirs. Certain minority

directed lsws have been repcaled and a greadt deel of rublic relations

work has hesn done to make the main body of Doulthobors feel that
they are a part of the ccuunity.
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I an sure that you will feel that the Covernment has acted with
great restraint and has only reluctantly embsrked on a programme
of law enforcoment when every other alternative failed. During
the years that thiz violencs has beon going on, the Frovince has
suffered a loss of over fourtesn million dollars in deatruction
and eostoy, but I balieve the tosal number of yrars spent in
ricon by the numecrous groups of “ons of Freedom who have been
sentenued, would run well over four thousand years. Fubting
thenm in Jail enly adds to their fecling of martyrdon and does
net in any way contribute to their reformation.




APFENDIZ B

DASTHONOR POPULATION IN BRITISH COLUMBIA, 1951.

Frepared by F. Oseroff, fegistrar of Vital Statistics at lNelson,
British Colunbims It is found on page 260 in Doukhobors of British

Solumbla, adited by Harry Be Hawthorn.

PLACE U 8o Co Co* & INDESINDENT SONS OF PREFDOM
Brilliant 190 hS
Castlegay 500 25
Ooteshenie 700 75

Pags Greek 600 25
Champion Creek 150

Burnaty 5

Thrums and Tarrys 350 100
Shoreacrss 300 150

Glade 500 275
irestova 1600

Slccan Yalley 1000 350
Eleuctt 300 25

Salmo and Yriy 250 10
Croston 150

Grand Forks 3500 384

TOTAL 8h90 3069

Gther 200 (unsrecified)

Linion of Spiritual Communities of Christ.
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