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CHAP5R III 

Tll '.m LD'E JLND BACKGROUND OP &IA.ROUS ilB IT.YAN tniTIL 18~ 

-~cus Vlhitman \'Jas the son of Beza and Alice, nee 

Groen, Whitman, \'lho were aarr!Led March 9,, 1'797, in annning­

har.i, Ne"I York. lil the f'all of that yea,: they moved £?.'om 

CW'JJlingb.am to Rushville, Ontario County, lJow York, 250 

miles west, where they lived .:ln the recen~ly vacated house 

of u.lice 's brother, Henry Green. :rn Rushville Beza built a 

tannery, continued his trade of shoe.maker, and f'athered 

.fi ve children. rF.areus, their third son, was born in iihe 

t1l d house in Rus~ville on September 4, 1802. 1 

Vihen .Marc·ue 1;1a.s only eight years old his fathe.r, Beza, 

died, leavin.§ a 1o·tidow aloAe with f'ive children, the oldest, 

Augustus, only twelve yee.rs old.- Because of the heavy f'i­

nancial bu:t-den resting on .Mrs. Whitman a£·ter ller husband •s 

dee:th, she sent Marcus to live with hie father•·s half bro­

ther, Freedo.iu ~!Jbitman, i.o. C'!umn:l ne;ton, J;.fa.ssachusetts.2 

This period of time spent ill Cummington had far-rea­

ching results in the life of l'larcus. Some of his later J.et-

1011:t:f~ Y. Drury, tifarcus ~hit.man, i:.t1D1 �~� Pioneer a...d 
Mart~ (Cal.dwell, .Idaho: 1'.be Oaxtari Printers, Ltd., i9ffl, 
pp. -25. No problem is presented in Dr. Jhitman•s life 
prior to 18~, theref'oro Drury w.111 be referred to f'requent­
ly as he has utilized and correlated all tho extant ev.idence 
J.zi. hi.s biography of Dr. 1.'1hitman. MSZJ3 other volumes v,ers 
consulted, but all concurred with Drur3 cm maiior points. 

2 Ib1d. 1 P• 26. 
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ter s s peak of ~is eo~J.y education and religious .instruction 

and des crioe ·tne c o.re and training of his ver-:, pious grand­

.fat her and uoole as t hat o:r t he :u.ost dilie;ent, loving, and 

c onstant. D:l:'W."Y. s ays of them.: 

~ese t¥10 pious. man, grandfat~er an4 uncle, left an 
iz!.delibl e i iilpr ossi Oll upon young :,Iarcus . It \°Ja s his 
~ooo. f or t Wle t o c ome under their influence duri.ng soq 
0£ -the mos t i mportent. "Sears of character developael'lt., 

.9.s a :ru~ther illdica 'i:i i or1 o.f ·t b.e influ.ence of t .l:!ese t\'!O ~en 

upon •iihe l :tf'e of "a't'cus, Drury also feels t hat, 

Mo.rous ih:.t t men v ou1d. nev0r have gone to Old Oreeoo. 
as a medical mssionary , had it not been for the 
ehaiv. o.t avcnts t hat zt,ta.rt~,a. witb t he de.a.th of h is 
Zo~her , Beza nu.tr.um. 
i).t the a ~;e of thirteen t.rcuo uas enrol.lad a s a stu­

d011t L~ a cl1~s ;tca l s chool at Plainfield, seven miles from 

Cw~i ngt on, c onduct ed by the Rev. Moses Hallock, pastor or 
the cburcb. there. At this school urarcus took the standard 

c ourses oi".i'ered there , the English class.1.cs and related . . 
sub;jeets, Iat i n , and Greek, subjeots ordinarily given to 

t h ose s tudents preperin3 for the Gospel. millis1iry . It \'la& 

1.,hile in ·th is school tbo.t Marcus decided to stu.dy f'or the 

ministry . 5 

Marcus v,as int'luenced :Ln bis dosire for the of'fi.ce or 
the miilistr7 by a nu.aber of' factors. ~irst of all by his · 

;j 27 Ibid., P • • 
4 Ib1d. 

5i!>i.d. • P• 31. 
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grandfather elld uncle, .mentioned above, w1th whom he l1ved 

during hi s earl y f orlM.tive years. A second f actor was I\Jar­

eus • teacher• aioses Hallock. He exerted a strong religious 

j.nf l uance on. bis s tudents , since the records :i.ndicata tha.t 

fift y or his ,04 students entered t he ministry. Another 

factor was t he Sunday School 1.n. the Pla infield church, or-

ti;am.zed in 181 9 . tAr~us• teacher was Deacon James Richards, 

t'Ihose son, Jamos Richards I Jr., was a missionary to Ceylon,. 

e.nd -rJho, n o d o11bt 1 spr ead t he enthusia sm for fore15D, aissi ons 

iJ.l h i s h ome to :,n tbrour_;;b his work. With all oz this back­

groucd Ql:.'OU S could h ardly he1p but t~ink hi ghly or the 

.!llilliot r .1 as a pro,fession . 6 

Mar cus returned to Rushv:l.lle 1n 18201 ready !or col­

l ege and Seminary. but he .t:ound . that small, if aD;'/ 1 £1nan­

c i al a s aist mlce could be given hi1n, for the eicpense o.t: se­

ven additional years of trainug required tor the m.in.istry 

·i;ias too c ostly for the f'inanoes of t he Whitman .tam.123. 

Marcus was needed to help out w1th the busuiess at home. 

Hi s ol der brother had ;aarried and moved a~,ay, and .Marcus 

was needed to give his parents assistance in the ahoe mad 

tmmory trade which had boen cQntinued by Marcus• stepfa­

t her • Calvin Loomis , who .aarr:led ioft"s. \ihi tman \lhile Marcus 

was in Plai.:lfield.7 

6 Ibid. 1 P • :i2 • 

?Ibid., PP• ~,6. 
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Marcua t hen transferred hia membership trom the cum.­

lilillt-;ton cb.m~ch and became an o.ctive aember 0£ the Congre­

gational c hurch at Rushville.8 Under the Plan of Union of 

1801, rd1ich vrov1ded a scheme whereby. C0I2.gres ational and 

P.t-asb:,teri0.il :Jottlers in c0111112wiitiea mi@.ht coabine azJtJ/or 

call a minister of either denomination to servo t h.am, 9· t l1e 

church was served by l'reaoyterian pastors who supplemented 

the t rai ning farcus had reeoived earlier in Plain£ield. 

A:!tor h is t ·go.nty-i"irst birthdrq, September 4 1 182; 11 

rie.rcus decidea. t o en·l;er the medical prof'essio11 and bega..'l to 

t ake his ·c;ra.inin.g under Dr. Samuel Bryant, t he .friond and 

ph.ysici;m o.f the .famil1'• !alo syste m. in that da.y 1:1as to 

have ·lihe aspiring s tudent "ride with tho doctor. 11 This \"ias 

e sort of: apprenticeship, the stude.ut learninu techniques 

and pra.ces th.roust>, actual experience. A medica.l education 

thua coet very little, for little formal education ~as re­

quired. Dr·. Bryant taught Marcus thoroughly and inputed 

to him all the skills 0£ the profession which he knew.10 

After riding 11th Dr. Bryant for t wo rears, Marcus 

enterod .m.ed.i.cal school 1n Fairfield, Nevi York, :Ln 1825 S!ld 

received a license to practice medicine on Yay 9, 1826.11 

8 Ibid., P• 37. 
~ Jill.iam .'arren Swoet, ~ Story ~ Rel:igion !a America 

(Nev York: Harper and Brothers, 1930) 1 P• 211. 
1°»rur:r, .22• ~.', PP• ~s-39. 

-lllb:l.d. 1 P• ,9. 
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• hit.man's f'!rst practice was in Gugargrove, .Hew York, 

where be tooz.t over the practice of' a friend of' his, Dr. 

Jonathan P.t-att , wi tb whom he had beco.me acquainted in .medi­

cal cchool, and who i1.ias suffering from illness at this time. 

From there b e went to the little village of Snyders f.li.11 in 

up.90r Canada., where he stayed .for two and one-half' years, 

until he decided to return to Rushville to take up the mi­

nistry. Th.ore is nothin(!; in SXJ3 of the writings and cor­

r es pondence of Whitman. which give~~ reason £or his de­

cision to return and talte up the ministry •12 

\,hitman resumed hi.s theo1ogical studies under the Rev. 

J os eph .Brackett, v1ho had succaeded as pastor of' the Rush­

vi1lo church. Whitman had to discontinue these studies be­

cause of' p oor health (probably the bor;1el complaint, of 

which he periodically complained) 1 and returned to the prac­

tice of medicine. Returning to 'i'airfield iaodical School in 

October, 18.:.,l., he received his M.D. degree in Januar7, 

1a;;2.13 

l?ibitman then practiced in \~heeler, :New York, a small 

pioneer colilmunit;y1 where he became quite &ctive in church 

work acce!)'b.illg the position o£ both elder and trustee. In 

neerby .P.t-attsburg ~hit.111W1 becam.e acquainted ·~ith a £amily 

nametl. .Prentiss, whose daughter, Narcisaa, · later became 

l2 Ibid• t PP• 47-49. 
13Ib1d., PP• 51-53• 
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t hitman •a wife.1'-). 

tTarcissa I"rentiss, the future wife 0£ Dr,. Marcus Whit- · 

man, was born in P.t-attsburg, New York, on A~ch 14, l.808. 

She received traifl.J.n.Es ao a teacher c.w.d taught school until 

sho nuu'ried \,hit men. She and r hit.man both became interes­

ted in torei~. ru.ission.s in 1834 through the recruit.mOJlt 

trip of tho Rev. Samual Parker, She applied to the Ameri­

c an. Board t or an app ointmc.'l.t, but the Board turned da.-n1 her 

fi:t-st application because · she was unmarried• However, er­
ter ber engage1ncnt to Whitman in 1835 the Board appo.:Lnted 

!l.er ·to servo with her .future husband in Oreson.15 

~hitmw:i. too had been turned down by the American Board 

·the :,eu before Parlter arrived in Wheeler. T.he Board had 

see~ed favorably inclined to~ards hilu but rejected his BP­

plication when they lee.rned of his poor health at that 

time.16 

Parker learned of' this a.£ter he had interested Whitman 

in the cause o:t foreign miss:l.ons and urged hJ.m to try again. 

Whitman did so and emphasized that his health had improved. 

This and other letters received frm Parker and various pas­

tors acquainted with 1/lhitman., attesting to his cood charac-

1'"~iill1as A. iiov1ry, Marcus Whit.man and 'bhe Ear1f i!L1!l 
of Oregon (Bew York: Silver• Burdett and Com~, 901) 1 p.62. 

l.5i,rury 1 .!m• .211• 1 PP• 72-9J. • 
16pid. 1 PP• 60-67• 
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·ber end Q.Ua1if1eati ons , caused tbe Board to appoint \ihitman 

a missionary pl1ysician on January 6, 18~5, wi'th the under­

stazw.in that he should £1rst accompany Parker on hj_s trip 

to tho Roclti es that coming suram.er. 1? 

.hitm.a.n started west February 19 and on his way to St. 

J.,ouis s pent severa.l days 1n Am.1 ty, the home of the Pren­

tisses at that t i.file. W.ben he le.ft a £aw days later he was 

.ror.aally O!J.Saged to Ne.rcissa Prentiss, and t hey planned to 

be ma.rr:i.ed a.f'ter his return .from Oregon. 18 

Whitm.:m le.ft Ar.1ity on February 23 after only a three 

de.:, visit, as he wanted to be in St. Louis on Aprill. to 

.meet Parker and to aoin the fur caravan westward. Whitman 

roached St. Louis on Aprill, as planned, and t here re­

ceived a letter .f'roill. r 1111am Greene, the secretary 0£ the 

American ..... oard, which contained his commission aa a m.issiou­

ary ph3sician. Parker arrived on April 4 1 and both called 

on the officiala of the American Fl1r Company alld secured 

permission to cross the plains that summer witb the Compa­

ny's fur caravsn. ~s caravan. traveled '.7est every spring 

to ·trade for the .t'urs t':h1oh had been trapped the previous 

1.vin•ter.19 

WbitlilS!l and _Parker le£t St. Louis and traveled to Lt-

17 Ibid• t PP• 68-?0. 
18Ibid. , P• 71. 
19lb1d., PP• 92-93• 
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bert;r., iAiss ouri, where tl1.ey aoined til.e caravan. The f:i.rst 

main goal in their j ourney was the rendez~QWJ located on 

the Gree1'l River, a brm1ch of the Colorado River .. 1n i~oming. 

They croased the continental divide on August .lo and reached 

the raru1ezvoue cm ugust 12.20 

O!l August 16 ihi.tman and Parker met with tho chiefs 

and dign.J:taries 0£ the Nez Perce and Flathead Zndian tribes, 

wllo l1ad come expressly to U1eot them, and explained to the?al 

the ob.j ct and purpose of their visit. 11hey spoke oi' the 

possibility of establishing missions with the assistan.ca o£ 

the Indi ana . !l'he response was so :'"avorabl.e and sucll sin­

cerity and honesty wae; displayed on the part 0£ the :ra­
dians21 that Whitman mado the suggestion t hat someone should. 

retuz·zi. east immedi a t ely Glld recruit more workers for tha 

actual establishment of the missions. 1:arker agreed and 

told 'Jhitman to go ahead, insisting that he cou.ld continue 

alone v,ith the Indians• help and l.ook for possible mssion 

sites and view conditi012D in the ore5on country. Jl.£ter a 

year of investigation Parkor was to re~oill the missimwries 

and. hel.p them to get started in their missions.22 

20Ibid. 1 PP• gq...100. 
21.AJ:cher Butl.er Jiulbert and Dorothy P.t-intup Hulbert, 

editors, n?larcus \'lhitr:um. 1 Crusader," Tho Crusaders, the 
Charles B. Voorhis Series of Overlandto the .1:'aclfic (Den­
ver: The Stewart OmJL"nission of doiorac!o ?ro!'lef;e ind'. the 
De11.ver PUblic Library, 19:;a), VII, 309. 

2 2»rury1 "DP• c1.t., P• 103. 
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t,hitma.n then returned to the rendezvous to prepare to 

return w:i.th the fur caravan back east. lie had about o. v,eek 

before t he caravan would leave, on August 27, and during 

that time ~hitman gathered as much in.t"ormation as he pos ­

s i bly cou ld ab out t h e Indians, tribes, lansu.ages 1 customs , 

and nature of t heir country, v1hich he t hen planned to sub­

mi t to t he Board. an h is retu.a.-n. 2 ' 

The caravan made excellent time on the return trip, and 

l'ilhit.man r ee.ched St. Louis by November .4. Sometime in Decem­

ber he s aw Narcissa, and they cliscussed their marriage and 

their future work. They both •uant ed another married couple 

t o m.ake t be •trip with them, for cora.pany on the trip itself' 

and r or assistance nt their mission sites. , hitman con­

v:!.nced t he Board th.at this would be practic&l am looked 

ab out for volunteers \Vb o v,ould be Vlilling to BO to Oregon. 

A.t'ter ;•1ee.1tS 0£ searching .ihitman found only one couple, Hem­

r y and Eliza Spalding, aho were w.1111.ng to become m:iss.ion­

eries in the Oregon countr7.24 

Mo.rcus Whitman and Barcissa .P.r?entiss r:ere married cm 

February 18, 18361 3.n Angel.ica, Ne\7 York. Shortly after 

their marriage the \1 h.itmaDS started on their trip r:est, a.ad 

they p.icked up the Spaldings in C1nc1natti on l4arch 17. 
They reached St. Louis on :.tarch 29, picked up their commis-

2· .:, Ibid. • p. l()q.. 

. , 24 12 ;Jl>.:ld, , PP• 107- O • 
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sion.s, and le!.'t St. Louis llarch 31, arriving in Liberty, 

f.U.ssouri, on April 7.25 

\~.'h ile r,a i't:tng in Lil>ert3 for a boat to 60 to Bellvue, 

wher e t hey u ould join a p..~ty head~ west, ,illiam H. 

Gr a.}" , a l a;y an f r om t b.e New .En.gland states, Joined them. 

He told t hem that ho had been appointed by the Board to ac­

c ompQ..!lY t hem. as e. ecl1an.ic. Gray later proved to be a poor 

helper , 'l.tnre liable, a nd. generally us eless. !J!ogether the 

·three men a ssembled t heir equipment a.ad purchased the ne­

cess~y l i vestock needed for a .mission .far:n such as they 

\'IOu l d be s t arting. Nothi11g of this nature could be pur­

chased in Oreg on, ao a ll livestock had to be brought al.o.ug. 

They started out on April 28 mJ.d. by IIB:3 14 they were 250 

miles west, near the otoe Agency. \'?hitman t'lent ahead to 

t he Agency to give medical treatment ·to one of the men 

thore. f- h ile t here he saw a man by the name of Fitzpatrick, 

t he 1eaclor of t ho fur caravan, with whom he had becoae 

f r i endl y cm his trip tho prev.ious year. FrOL\ h~ 'rlhitman. 

obtained permissioa. for his !)(J.rty to accompany the caravan 

across the plains.26 

!J!he caravan and 'fhitman•s party reached Fort Larmnie 

on June 1~, re~ed there .for eight days, and then left cm 

June 21. for the rendezvous, leaving their wag ODS behiDd. 

2 51a10,1ry, .!m• .. 2!1 • , pp. 66-69. 
25»rw:y, .22• s&1•t PP• 138-143. 
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They crossed t he continental divide on Jul.y 4 1 and on Jul.y 6 

they reacllecl t he rendezvous on the Green River. !Ihe trip 

thuc fa:r had been a very difficult one, especiall;y for the 

\'1omen and. 1:>a.rtic1.tlarJ..y £ or fa's. Spalding, who v,as almost in­

valided and still had not recovered from the e.t:f'ects o:t her 

previous ill.ness 11 the c ,o.:nplie a tod birth of a stillborn 

c hilc1 . 27 

A't the rendezvous the Whitmans and the Spa].di.ngs en­

joyed a great welcome by both the L'ldians and the mountain 

men. !I..'hey \?ere disa.ppointod in tllat l.Jarker ~as not there 

t o ~eot them es he ha4 promised. Some months vrevious to 

t h i s df;.te Pe.rker had decided to go east, and instead of 

·or aveling over laud, he took the sea·. route, traveling around 

Oa:pe Horn. They ·•,era not onl.y disappointed b3" his failure 

to eet tho.m, but also by his failure to send or otherwise 

rolay to tl1e,n the desired information. they had requested 

rega,-:-ding the colllltry and the mission sites and prospects.28 

lt"'rO!:l t he rendezvous the party decided to take the sou­

thern route to Oregon, approY..imatol.3" 600 miles, under the 

protection of John llcOleod and ~om McKay, both employed b7 

t he Hudson's J3a3" Oom.pmcy-.29 Oil July 18 the party began the 

march to Fort Walla Walla. This last part of the journ.e7 

2 '7Ib1d. t P• 144. 
28Ib1d., P• 14,5. 
29oeorge w. Fuller, A Histori ,2' the Pacif':l.c Northwest 

(Ne\'I Ym:k: ilf'red A. Knopf, i93t' t p.~9. 



was the most severe in~ rospects. Shortage of food, 

traveling eonditio.ns 1 weather, fatigue, and breekago of 

equipment ell conspired "to make the journey as dii"f'icu.lt a· 

0.?le ~s possible. On Septe.mber l they reached For~ al1a 

, alla ·who:t•e t hey received a groat recerJtion and en;joyed a, 

much appreciated res~.30 

The party left l!"or·t /2.lla. .alla on September 6 and ar- . 

rived at Fort Ve.nc~uver 9n Septembe~ 12 uhere they met.Dr. 

John cLou(Shlin1 Chiaf' Factor of Hudson's Bay Corapany. 

They re:!la.ined there for a few day& getting more rest and 

deciding juet what they should do. They finally decided. to 

leavo ~h e women at Vancouver whil~ the men.looked for pos­

sible mi_ssion sites. 'i'h1le at the Fort, the t.'Omen earned 

n uniqu e position, for the.Y had been the first t1hite women 

to cross the Oregon tra11.31 

It had been previously a.greed that Spalcling· was to set­

tle among the Nez Perces on the Clearcater, near Spokane. 

The next best p1ace for \'1hi.tman v,as in the vicinity 0£ Fort 

Walla Walla for two reasons: .the Cayuse, Walla Walla, and 

Umatilla Dldia.ns lived in that area and co~ld all speak the 

!fez Perce language, a sort of lingua .tranca i!l that . area1 

the other reason was the stratesic locatiOll of Fort Walla 

~alla which was on the main artery for trade aDd transpor-
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tation-the Columbia River.!S2 

Whitman and Spalding found a suitable location twenty­

.five miles upstream on the Walla \".!alla River .'.Crom the Fort. 

On. October 5 Jhitman selected a spot o.r about ,oo acres 

which tho :Cadiens called Wa.iilatpu (Wy-eo-lat-poo), nthe 
'f.3 p lace o:f t h e rye grass • 11
:, \~itma.n selected Zor his home 

:a s ite net..".r t he ro.outh of a small creek emptying into the 

•a.in river, t he 

The Chief of ·the Nez Farces came along to keep Vihitmmi 

and S1>alding compa.'ly on their trip back. ~hen he learned 

that the Whit.mans were going to stay in Cayuse territory he 

\11arnod them that there would bo trouble. He said that these 

Indiann were particularly Ullir"lorthy and untrust\7orthy. He 

pleaded \1it.h them., in vain, to come to his tribe, where 

they would be assured or a sincere and peacei'ul receptian, 

but \"lhitman f'elt that this was tho place for him. He 

thought that if the Indians were that bad they needed the 

~ord of God more than the other tribes would. Neither was 

he a .fearful nor timorous individual, and he felt that the 

Lord would protect him.35 

The Spaldings were establ.ished at Lap.izai in ·tho vici.-

32Ib1d. 1 P• 159• 

3,Ibid., P• 160. 

34-r.u.les Cannon, \laiilat1>u, .D!, Rise and Fall.1 1;836-
(Boise I Oapi.tal Nor-1s Job Roo.ms-;-I'91'5J";' P• 4'/ • 

35»rar7 ., .21!• .sll•, p~ 161. 
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ni ty of Spokane, two miles .tro.r::1 the eam.e-na.m.ed creek. ?;-6 

The Nez Perce Indians showed great enthusiasm and helpful- . 

ness in the er:itablishment and o:tart of the .rniasion, in con,­

trast to the lack of interest and indifference on the part 

of the Cayuses at -~a..ii1atpu.37 

Wh:i.le Sp lding was ma!d.ng his trip to Ia..pne..1. and re­

t urning ., Whitman and Gray were building a house at ~o.11lat­

pi, v i·th as much Indian hel.p as they could find, hich oas 

very lit tle. On November 22 the Spaldings and Gr33 loft 

for L!!!)wa.i, accompanied by 125 Nez .Perces. ·1Vhile \"Ollitman 

\Va.a .tillishing his hoi1Se at aiilatpu ~s. Whitman Etayed 

at t he I-'o.;~t with a f'amily named .Fambrun, ~.ho v,e.a the Chief 

Trader e:.t the Fort. O!l December 10 Whitman cmae and tool-c 

h i s Y;ife to t h eir hoD".e at ·Jai.ilatpu. It was built near the 

creek, mostJ..y of adobe brick, :f.n a very roue;h and u.u.tinished 

condition . Thie was the beginning o:r the complex of buil­

d!r.a.gs \'!1hich wa.s later to mark the mission site of Waiilatpu 

and the base for their missionary work for the next eleven 

yea:rs.38 

7.~ 
~ubert Jiowe Bancroft, Hist or{ o:r the Paci.tic States 

of North America (San hnncisco: ~ e-ilistory do., Pilbil­
ihers, 1886), xxnr, 136. 

37Ibid., P• ~31. 

'8»rur3", R.D• cit., PP• 163-16?. 



OJlAP.t'ER IV 

TllE l.lISSlON YEARS 

rnie f'irst fe 'I yea:J!s of tho misaion consioted o:r intense 

·1ork. All the =initmans had: to start out with ··:e.s t hair 

r ough leo.n.-to and t.b.o bare soil around then. ,'1hitme.n i 1me­

diately began to !)repv.re the soil for cultivation, plan.tea 

seeds ., .:w.d tilled t l1e soil like 8:lJ3 farmer. Although this 

i 1 itr.elf ~as a full-time job, ha was also r equirad to psr­

! or t he d uties of a ph~~siciau to t.he Indians ~- ui to the 

otller uh.itoa in the eoun:try. In a d dJ.tion lJ.e ~as burdened 

w:Lt:: still a n other i'ull-time clob, ·that of the s piritual 

l eader ac.d ad,risor o! the Indians, conducti.a...~ worship and 

devo•~io.ns az,..u counseling them.. ~en to::> he could ·.not .tilld 

8Xl;f assis ta11ca .from the In.d.if.Uls, for they could .not b3 re­

lied upon to work steadily, if at all;1 

Since the \"Jhitmans .bad been sent specifically to the 

Indians, it was tho India.us whom the7 were to help and to 

whom tlle;r were to minister. Howover, this seemin:gq sJ.m.ple 

task of holping ohild.-lilta savages assumed harculeQll pro­

portions because 0£ the naturo of the Ladians ·themoalv'es. 

Bancroft described the Ind.isns with whom lliit.ma:n had to 

deal, SEqing, 

101u.tord .11. Drur.r, 11arcus \1.hitman, u,:o,, Pioneer and 
llart~ (Caldwell, Idaho: The dmcton Pr:lnters, Ltd., i9J'?Y, 
.P!>• g..172. 


