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13
tors speok of uis early education and religious instruction
and describe the care end training of his very pious grand-
father and uncle es that of the most diligent, loving, and
consbant. Drury says of them:
These two plous men, grandfather and unecle, left an
indelible inpression upon young darcus. It was his
good fortune Lo come under their influence during som
of the most important years of character developaent.

Az a further indication of the influence of these two men

=]

upon the life of lercus, Drury also feels that,

Horcus Whitmen would never have gone to 0ld Oregon
g a modical aissionary, had it not beea for the
in of even?;_thgt ﬁﬁurted wlith the death of his
s Beza Uhitman.
4t the age of thirteen HMarcue was envrolled as a stu-
dont in a classical school at Plainfield, seven miles from
Cuwaeington, conducted by the Rev. ioses Hallock, pastor of
the church there. At this school Harcus took the standard
courses offered therc, the English classics and related ;
subjects, Iatin, and Greesk, subjectis or&inarily given to
those students prepering for the Gospel nministry. It was
vhile in this school that Marcus decided to study for the
ministzy.5
Yarcus was influcnced in his desire for the office of
the ninistry by a auaber of factors. First of 2ll by his

BIbidig De 27
fvia.
?Ibide., De 3le
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grandfathsr and uncle, mentioned above, with whom he lived
during his early formative years. A second factor was Mar-
cus' teacher, iioses Hallock. He sxerted a strong religious
influence on his students, since the records indicate that
£ifty of his 304 students entered the ministry. Another
factor was the Sunday School in the Plainfield church, or-
ganized in 1819, Marcus' teacher was Deacon James Richards,
whose son, Janes Richardb, JdPey Was a nissionaxry to Ceylon,
and whe, no doubt, sprsad the enthusiasa for foreisn missions
in his home town through his work. With all of this back=
ground Marcus could hardly help bubt think highly of the
ainistry as a profession.ﬁ

Marcus rebturned to Rushville in 1820, ready for colw
lege and Seminary, but he found.that small, if any, finan-
cial assistsnce could be given him, for the expense of se=-
ven additional years of training required for the ministry
was too costly for the finances of the VWhitman family.
Morcus was needed to help out with the business at home.
His older brother had married and moved away, and liarcus
was needed to give his parents assistance in the shoe and
sennery trade which had been continued by iercus' stepfa=-
ther, Calvin ILoomis, who married iirs. Vhitman while Harcus

was in Plainfield.’

S1hia., pe 32.
7Ibid.. PPe HmS50 e
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Marcus then transforred his menmbership from the Cun=
aington chuwrch and becamz en active member of the Congro-
getional chureh at Rushville.® Under the Plan of Union of
1801, which provided a schems whereby Congregational and
Progbybterion sobtlers in communities might combine and/or
call a minister of either denomination to serve tham,gvthe
church was served by Presoyterian pastors who supplemsnted
the training Marcus had received earlier in Plainfield,

AfGor his twonby-Tirst birthday, Sepiember 4, 18235,
ilarcus decided to enter the medical profession and began to
talze his Graining under Dr. Samuel Bryant, the fricnd and
physician of the fanily. The system in that day wes to
have the asepirving student "ride with the doctor.” This was
2 soxt of apprenticeship, the student learaing technigues
and proces through sctual experience. A& medical education
thus cost very little, for little formal sducation was re=-
guired. DIr. Bryant taught Harcus thoroughly and inparted
o him all the siills of the profession which he knew.C

After piding with Dr. Bryant for two years, liarcus
entered medical school in Fairfield, Hew York, in 1825 and
received a license to practice medicine on lay 9, 1826.11

S1bide, e 37.

9William Varren Sweet, The Story of 11 ;ion in Amoxica
(Few York: Herper aad Brothers, 1030), D 11.

1°brury,'gg. cites PDe 38-39.
llIbido 9 Do 39,
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Vhitman's first practice was in Sugargrove, NHew Yorik,
where he took over the practice cof & friend of his, Dr.
Jonathen FPrati, with whom he had becoume acquainted in medi-
cal school, and who was suffering from illness at this tinms.
From there he went to the little village of Snyders Mill in
upper Canada, where he stayed for two and cne-half years,
until he decided o return to Rushville to talkte up the mi-
nistry. There is nothing in any of the writings and cor=
regspondence of Whitman which gives any reason for his de-
cision o return end tanke up the ministry.12

Whitman resumed his theological studies under the Rav.
Joscpn Bracketty who had succoeded as pastor of the Rushe-
ville church. Whitman had to discontinue these studies be=-
couse of poor health (probably the bowel complainty of
which he pericdically complained), and returned o the prac-
tice of medicine. Returning to Fairfield lledical ESchool in
Cctober, 1851, he received his M.D, degree in Januexry,
1832.17

Whitman then practiced in Wheeler, Hew York, a small
pioncer community, where he became quite active in church
work acceobing the position of both elder and trustece. In
neerby Prattesburg Whitnan becane acquainted with a family

nomed Prentiss, whose daughter, Narcissa, later became

12 hid., ppe 47-49.
15151d., ppe 51=53.
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whitmen's wife.t?

Warclssa Prentiss, the future wife of Iz, lMarcus Whit-
aan, was born in Prattsburg, New York, on dMarch 14, 1808,
She received tralning as a teacher and tauzhi school until
cshe noxried Whitmen. Bhe and Whitman both became interes—
ted in foveipn missions in 1834 through the recrulitment
trip of the Rev, Samuel Parker. She applied to the Ameri-
can Bosrd for an appointment, but the Board turned down her
first application because she was unmarried, However, af-
ter her engagement to Whitman in 1835 the Board appointed
her to serve with her future husband in Oregon.l5

Uihitman oo had been turned down by the American Board
the year before Parker srrived in Wheeler. The Board had
seemed favorably inclined towards him but rejected his ap-
plication when they learned of his poor health at that
'bime.l6

FParker learned of this after he had interesied Whitman
in the cause of foreign missions and urged him to try agein.
Whitman did so and emphasized that his health had iamproved.
This and other letters received from Parker and various pas-—

tors acquainted with Whitmen, attesting to his good charac-

J-'d m = s 3
William A. ilowry, AMarcus VWhitman eand the Barly Days
of Orepon (New York: Silver, Burdett and Company, 1901;,
De =

15])1'111‘3'. ODh. ‘gi-ﬁ-' PPe 72=91.
18114, , pp. 60-67.
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ter and qualifications, caused the Board to sppoint Whitman
a misslionary physician on January 6, 1855, with the uander-
standing that he should first accompany Parker on his trip
to the Reockies that coming summer.l7

Vhitnon sbtarted west February 19 and on his way to St.
Louvis spent several days in Amity, the home of the Fren-
tisses at that tine. When he left a few days later he was
foraally onzaged to Warcissa Prentiss, and they planned to
be married atfter his return fronm Oregon.ls

Whitnan left Anity on February 23 aftsr only a three
dey visit, as he wanied to be in 5t. Louis on April 1 %o
meet Parker aand to join the fur caravan westward. Whitman
roached St. Louis on April 1, as planned, and there re=-
ceived o letter from Wiilliam Greene, the secretary of the
American Board, which contained his commission as a mission-
ary physician, Parker arrived on April 4, and both called
on the officials of the American Fur Company and secured
permission to cross the plains that summer with the Compa-
ny's fur caravan. This caravan traveled west every spring
to trade for the furs which had been trapped the previous
wintere ™ ?

Vhitman and FPerker left St. Louis and traveled to Ii-

17;§1d., DPp. 68~70,
18154, De 71e

19mpia., ppe 92-93.



_ 19
berty, iissouri, where they joined the caravan, The £irst
main goal in their journey was the rendezvous leocated on
the Green River, a branch of the Colorado River, in Wyoming,
They crossed the continental divide on August 10 and reached
the renfezvoues on Lugust 12.20
Cn August 1€ thitnen and Parker met with the chiefs
end dignitaries oi the Nez Porce and Flathead Indian tribes,
whe had come expressly o meet themy and explained to them-
the object and purpose of their visit. They spoke of the
possibility of establishing missions with the assistance of
the Indians., The response was so favorable zond such sine
cerity ondéd honesty wae displayed on the part of the Ine
dians®’ that Whitnan made the suggestion that someone should
return east immediately and recruit more workers for the
actual establichment of the missions. Farker agreed and
told Vhitman to go ahead, insisting that he could continue
alone with the Indians' help and look for possible mission
sites and view conditions in the Oregon countzy. After a
year of investigation Parker was to rejoin the missionories

>
and help them to get started in their nissions .o

204,4d., DDe 94=10Cs

21, ncher Butler Hulbert and Dorothy Printup Hulbert,
editors, "Marcus Vhitman, Crusadexr,” The Crusaders, the
Charles B. Voorhis Serics of Overland Lo bre raciiic (Den=-
ver: The Stewart Commission OFf Colorado College and tne
Ponver Publie Library, 1958), VII, 30S.

aanrury, ope citey Pe 1C5.
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Whitman then returned to the rendezvous to prepare to
return with the fur caravan back east. He had about o week
before the caravan would leave, on August 27, and during
that time Vhitman gathered as much information as he posw
gibly could about the Indizns, tribes, languages, custonms,
and nature of their country, which he then planned to sube-
mit to the Board on his return.?

The caravan made excellent btime on the return trip, and
Whitnan reached St. Louis by Hovember 4, Sometime in Decem—-
ber he saw Narcissa, and they discussed their merriage and
their future work., They both wanted another married couple
to make the trip with them, for company on the trip itself
end for assistance at their mission sites. Vhitman con=
vinced the Board that this would be practical and loocked
about for veolunbeers who would be willing to go o Orogon.
After weeks of searching Vhitman found only one couple, Hen=
ry and Eliza Spalding, whe were willing to become mission-
aries in the Oregon country.24

Morcus Whitmen and Narcissa Prentiss were married on
February 18, 1836, in Angelica, New York. Shortly aifter
their marriage the Whitmans started on their trip west, and
thoy picked up the Spaldings in Cincinatti on lMarch 17.

Phey reached St. Louis on idarch 29, plcked up their commis-

251bid., s 10%.
24 1pid., pp. 107-120.
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sione, and left St. Iouis Harch 31, arriving in Tiberty,
fiissouri, on April ‘?.25

While wailtiog in ILiberty for o boat to go to Bellvue,
where they would join a poxrty heading west, Williem H,.
Gray, & layman from the Hew fnpgland states, joined then,
He told them that ho had been appointed by the Board Lo ac-
company them as & nechanic., Gray later proved to be a poor
helper, unreliable, and geanerally useless. Together the
three men essembled their equipment and purchased the ne-—
cessery livestock needed for a nission fara such as they
would be astarting. Nothing of this nature could be pur=
chased in Oregon, so all livestock had to be brought along.
They storted oul on April 28 ead by May 14 they were 250
niles west, near the Oboe Agency. Uhitmen veant zhead o
the Agency to give medicel treatment to one of the men
thore. UWhile there he saw a man by the name of Fitzpatrick,
the leader of the fur cursvan, with whom he had becone
friendly on his Srip the previous year. Froz him Vhitman
obbtained permission for his party to accompany the caravan
across the pla.ins.26

The caraven and Whitman's party resched Fort ILaranic
on June 1%, remained there for eight days, and then left on
June 21 for the rendezvous, leaving their wagons behind,

25&10‘!!:’.‘3’. OPs.. _c_i_i.. DPe 65-5%.
zsnrury. OPe Clbey PPe 138=143,




22
They crossed the coatinental divide on July 4, and on July 6
they reached the rondezvous on the Green River. The tzrip
thus for had been a very difficult one, especially for the
women and particularly for s, Spelding, wiho was almost in-
valided and still had nobt m»ecovered from the effects of her
previcus illuneses, the complicated birth of a stillbora
child.2? '

A% the rendezvous the Vhitmans and the Spaldings en=-
Joyed & great welcome by both the Indians and the mountain
men, ‘They were diseppointed in that Parker was not there
to meet then as he had promised. Some months previous to
this date Perker had decided to go east, and instead of
traveling overland, he took the sea route, traveling around
Cape Horne, They were not only diseppointed by his fallure
%0 meet them, but alsoc by his failure to send or otherwise
rolay to them the desired information they had requested
regarding the country and the nmission sites and prospects.as

Fron the rendesvous the party decided to take the sou-
thern route to Oregon, approximately 600 miles, under the
protection of John McCleod and Tom licKay, both employed by
the Hudson's Bay Company.>~ On July 18 the party begen the
march o0 Fort Walla Walla, This last part of the journey

27 pid., p. 144.
2811,44., Do 145,

29 v T
George V. Fuller, i History of the Facific Northwest
o L e L pamee

(New Yoriz: Alfred A. Knopf,
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was the nost severe in many respects. Shortage of food,
traveling conditions, weather, fatigue, and breskage of
equipment all conspired to make the Jjourney es difficult a
ong as possible. On September 1 they reached Fort Walla
Wialla whore they received a great reception snd enjoyed &
meh appreciated reat.ﬁa

The party left Foxrt VWella Walla on Scptember © and ap-
rived at Fort Vancouver oa September 1z whers they met.Dr,
John Meloughlin, Chief Factor of Hudson's Bay Gompaa&.
They rexained there for a few days getting more restrand
deciding Jjust what yhey shoul& do. They finally decided to
leave the women at Vancouver whilq the men locked for nesS—
sible mission sites. While ab the Fort, the women earned
a unigque position, for they haﬁ been the first white women
to cross the Oregon trail.§1

Tt had been previously egreed that Spalding was 0 sete
tle among the Nez Ferces on the Clearwater, near Spokane.
The next best place for Vhitman was in the vicinity of Fort
Walla Walla for two rcasons: the Cayuse, Walla Valla, and
Umatille Indians lived in that areca and could all speak the
ez Perce language, a sort of lingua franca ia that areag
the other reason was Lhe strategic location of Fordt Walla

Yalla which was on the main artery for trade and transpor=-

5°Drury.|gn. citey DPe 147-152.
5l1hid., ppe 154=157.
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tation-—the Columbia River, 2

Whitman and Spalding found a suiteble location twenty-—
five miles upstream on the Walla Valle River from the Foxt.
On October 5 Vhitman selecteéd a spot of about 300 acres
which the Indians called Waiilatpu (Ny-ee-lut-poon), "the
place of the rye gr«ss."’g Whitman selected for his hLomsz
2 site necor the mouth of a smell creck empbying into the
mein river, the Walla Walla,ot

The Chief of the Nez Ferces came along to keep fihitmen
and Spalding company on their trip back. ﬁhen.he learned

that the Whitmeans were going to stay in Cayuse territory he

warned them that there would be trouble. BHe said that these

Indianc were perbticularly unworthy and untrustworthy. He
pleaded with them, in vain, to come to his tribe, where
they would be assured of a siacere and peaccful rocception,
but Whitman felt that this was the place for him, He
thought thet if the Indians were that bad they needed the
Word of God more than the other tribes would. Nelither was
he a fearful nor timorous individual, and he felt that the
Lord would protect him.55

The Spaldings were established at Iapwai in Ghe vici-

32Ib1do' Do 159.
33 153d., De 160.

5 -
Miles Cannon, Vaiiletpu, Its Rise and Fall 356
1847 (Boise: Gapitél Tows JOb RoomS, 1015), De o §

3Sprury, op. cite., P 161.
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nity of Spokene, two miles from the same-nomed c:::.'eca]:.g6
The Nez Ferce Indisns showed great enthusiasm and helpfule .
ness in the establishment and atart of the mission, in con=
trast o the lack of inbterest and indifference on the part
of the Cayuses &t Waiilatpu.>?

While Spalding was aelking bhis trip to ILapwai and re-
turning, Whitman and Gray were bullding a house at Waiilat=
pu with as much Indian help as they counld find, which was
very little. On November 22 the Spaldings and Gray left
for Lapwai, accompanied by 125 Nez Perces. While Whitman
wes finishing his house at VWeiilatpu iirs. Vhitman stayed
at the Font with a family named Fambrun, who was the Chief
Trader at the Fort. 0o Pecember 10 Whitmen came and ook
hiis wife to their home at Waiilatpu. It was built near the
creek, mostly of adobe brick, in a very rough and unfinished
condivion. This was the beginning of the complex of buil-
Cinge which was later to mark the mission site of Waillatpu
and the base for their missionary work for the next eleven

58

years.

A
’5ﬁubert Howe Bancroft., Histocry of the Pacific States
of Horth America (San Franciseo: ‘i‘ﬁe’ﬂis%ory COey PUDLi~=
Shers, 1886), AXIV, 135.

5?114., pe 331.

58Dmy. DOBe 9.;1‘:'1 BPs 165""16?0




CHAPTER IV
IS MISSION YEARS

The first few ycars of the mission consisted of intense
worke. All the Whitmans had tc start out with was thair
Tough lecn-to and the bare scil around then., Whitmen inme-
diately began to vrepare the soil for cultivaﬁion; planted
seads, and tilled the soil like any farmer. Although this
in itself was a full-tine job, he was also requiraﬁ CO [NOD-
form the duties of a physician to the Indians ahn to the
other whites in the country. In addition he was burdaned
with s5%ill another full-time Jjob, that of the syiritunl
leader and advisor of the mdians, counductiag worship and
devovions and counssling them. Then too he could ‘not find
any assistence from the Indiens, for they could not Lo re=
lied upon o work stesdily, if at all.™

Since the Yhitnens had been sent specificelly o the
Indians, it was the Indisns whoa they wers to help and o
whom they were to minister. However, this seecmingly simple
task of helping child-like savages assumed herculean pro-
portions because of the nature of the Indiens theaselves.

Banczroft described the Indisns with whom Whitman had €to
deal, sayiag,

1 '

Clifford M. Drury, iarcus Whitmon, i Pianaar anﬂ
tlaztys (Coldwell, Idaho: ~The Gaxton Pr et FERey
PDe O9=-172.




