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CHAPTER I
THE ECUMENICAL MOVEMENT

This i1s a quest into the historical development of the
World Council of Churches as an expression of the faith,
life, and witness of the churches of our time. The histori-
cal perspective ilncludes the nineteent: and twentieth cen-
turies us a whole, but particular empnas;.s will rallen the
years since 1510, the date of the World Missionary Confer-

ence in Edinburgh, Scotland. Liajor movements, the men that

gulded them, and significant historical realities, ‘with
special attention given to the extent of American Lutheran
prarticipation, wlll form the major part of this inquiry.

In order properly to evaluate the World Council; it is
necessary first to examine the term "ecumenical" and the
"ecumenical movement,"™ for the World Council is the ultimate
expression of that force thus described. A wit has s_aid
that the word "ecumenical®™ is "phonetically execrable and
psychologically guestioneble, but etymologically incontest-
able, theologically respectable, and logically :I.nev:l.t'.al'ﬂ.e."l
The Rev. Leonard Hodgson describes it as follows:

For the meaning of the word "ecumenical™ we need not go

beyond the point when the Greek word olkoumene had come
t0 mean the inhabited world. It had come to mean this

1 -
N. V. Hope, One Christ, One Siorld, One Church
(Philadelphia: Tﬁe Church EI;turIcaI Soc':ity, 1953), p. l.




2

in the rirst centuries of our era, and when in the year

451, the bishops of the Chrisiian Church met in council

at Chalcedon, they opened their report with the words,

:Ege gg%{dgzgzg gcumenical synod," meaning by ecumeni-

’ .

This makes it clear Lhat the word has a long and honorable
history in Christisa eireles. Dr. Elton Trueblood remarks,
"It is a perfectly good word, meaning roughly the same as
catholic, but without the controversial connotations of that
well known vord."> In the Formula of Concord, 1588, for the
first tlae the three ancient creeds are described as univer-
sal or ecumenicsal. In this meaning of universal or catholic
1t is also used to desiznate those early councils of the
Christian Church which are accepted by the whole Christian
Church. The Roman Church recognizes as "ecumenical™ other
councils, including the Council of Trent (1545-1563) and the
Vatican Council (186%-1870) which were held under their
auspices =nd attended only by thelr represeatatives. T?e
tiﬁle of "Ecumeniczl Patriarch™ is assumed by the Patriarch
of Constantinople due to his peculiar power and primacy among
the churches of the Near East.

The modern usage cf the term, however, has become

attached to something quite different and removed from the

earlier ussge. In popular parlance and usage it has become

2 L. Hodgson, The Ecumenical liovement (Sewanee:
University Press, 1G51), p. 5.

3 k. Trueblood, Signs of Hope (liew York: llarper and -
Lr'.)s.. 1950). Pe 35.
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identified with that erhemeral movement which has culminated
in the VWorld Council of Churches, so that today when one
uses "ecumenical™ it is nesrly syanonymous with the World
Council end its 1ife snd work. This usage may be traced
through its development, beginning with the Interdenomina-~
tlmal uissionary Conference whioh convened in Hew York in
1900 and. took as its name "The Ecumenical Missicnery Confer-
ence"” because "the plan of campaign which it proposes covers
the whole areca of the inhabited globe."® In 1919 a meeting
of the VWorld Alliance for the Promotion of International
Friendship through the Churches was held at Oud assenaer,
the Hegue, ilolland, at which Dr. Nathan S8derblom, Arch-
bishop.of Uppsala and Primste of Sweden, proposed the hold-
ing of an ecumenicul council representing Christendom in a
8piritual '.-\ay.s

The organization which resulted f.lrom this progzosal, and
which forms one of the major forces in the formation of the
vorld Council, was anamed in English "The Universal Christian
Couneil for Life and Work." This was translated into French
as Conseil Oecumenigue du Christianisme Pratique and into
German =s Oekumenischer Rat fir Praktisches Christentum.
From its usage in conneetion witi this "ILife and Work" move-

ment, the word spread in English, as well a&s French and

b Hope, op. oit., p. 12

5 g. K. A. Bell, Documents on Christian Unity (London:
SCH Press, 1924), pp. 372-75.
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German, until "it hss come to stey as a coavenient term to
mean 'international' in the sphere of church relations."6

The word did not saln really wldespread ussge and recog-
nition, however, until 1937. Ia this yesr the same organiza-
tion named a2bove met in Oxford, England (its first meeting
was in Stockholm in 1925 in what has been described as the
first ecumenical conference of the Churches of Christendom
since the iieformatica) in the Conference on Church Community
and State. The report of one of the sections of this con-
ference made the statement thut "the Christian Church is
becoming truly ecumenical. . . . The Churches sre realizing
anew that the Church is one. They are ecumenical in so far
2s they attempt to realize the Una Sancta, the fellowship of
Christians who acknowledge one Lord. v/ TFrom this point its
usage spread swiftly until the present time.

The word h=s thus been appropriated to designate that
glut of conferecnces, comnissions, councils, interdenomina-
tional boards end commlittees, cooperative ventures, organiza-
tional and federal union plans which has resulted in the
World Council. It has been esked whether this usage of the

word is proper since the so-called ecumenical movement does

6 Hodgson, op. ¢it., p. 5.

7.3 &, Oldham, The Oxford Conference (Official Report)
](ggi;ago and New York: Wwillett, Clark and CO., 1937), PP.
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not inelude large segments of the Charistian Church, such as
the Roman Church, some large fundamental bodies, and many
Lutheran groups. Is it falr to designite those churches
which belong %o the World Council "ecumenical"™ and those
which do not belong are left in some sort of limbo reserved
for the "non-ecumenlical"™? The advocates of ecumenicism re-
ply that the door is always open. Those churches which re=-
fuse to rarticipate in the movement because of confessional

primgciples can always become part end parcel of the movement

-when ihey perceive "the error of thelr way and be able to

coue in."a In the reantime the."ecumenicists™ justify thelr
designation as such on the grounds that it is the intent and
purpose of the moverent Lo become truly "ecumenical," that
1s, eventually to embrsce all of Chkristendom in one fellow-
ship.

Beinz reslistic, it is clesor that words ch=nge thelr
meaning ia living situztions, so that today we msy iroperly
use the term "ecumenicrl" to designate thet force which "mey
properly be described =s that movement among Christians and
Christien groups throughout the world which seeks to articu-
late, enhance, 2nd apply the consciousness of the deeply-
rooted fellowshin which they enjoy in Jesus Christ, their

comsion Saviour and Lord."s' Hencefarth we shall use

8 Hodgson, op. cit., p. 6.
Hope, op. eit., p. 13.
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"ecumenical™ to express that movezent.

The importance of this edumenical moveneat for the
Christian Church ouszht not be underestimated. It seeks to
express, after a fashion, the unity of the Church, while 1t
recognizes the two-fold character of that unity. One is the
glven unity of which God alone is the author, vivified in the
Una Sancta. The other is the unity which members of the Una
Sancta attempt to express in thelr common life of worship and
service. Ia cur preseat situstion, we may call it the sought-
for unity, that attempt to fulfill Jesus'! prayer, "that they
may be one." 'The message of the first assembly of the World
Council (smsterdam, 1948) rczds:

Ve bless God, our Father, and our Lord Jesus Christ,

Vho gathers together in cne the children of CGod that

are scattered abroad. . . . We are one in acknowledging

Mim ¢s Cod and Ssvicur. Ve sre divided one from an-

other not only in matters of falth, order, end tradi-

tion, but alsc by oride of nation, class, snd race.

but Christ hes made us lis own, and He 1s not divided.

In seeking Him we find one another. Here a2t Amsterdam

we hzve committed curselves afresh to Him, and have

covenanted with one snother in constituting this ?!ox:ld

Council of Churches. e intend to stay together. We

call upon all Christian congreg=tions everywhere to

endorse snd fulfill this covenant in their relations

one wilt- another. lamtna:krulnesa to Cod we commlit

the future to Him,

One of America's foremost historians, Dr. Wilhelm Fauck,

recently sceted, "The ecumenical movement 1s the most

10 . i
e A. Vizser't iiocoft, editor, The First Assembly of
‘ 5 5 5 : SCM #ess,

the World Council of Churches (Report) nd on
1S49), ». 9.
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significant development in American Frotestantism in the last
Tifty yearaq"ll Thls may be seean from the ferment and agita-
tion for union of churches in this generation whicih may be
traced directly to the effects «f the ecumenical movement,
for its avowed pursose is that of furthering unity. One of
the esrliest of ecumenlcal proncuncements, thet of the
Committee on Lhe Plan ond Zcope of the Froposed Coaference
(Faith and Order) of the Frotestant Episcopal Caurch is as
follovis:

The definite pur.ose of considering those things in

which we differ, in the hope that a better understsnd-

ing of divergent views of faith and order will result

in & deepened desire for re-union end in offlcial ac- 12

tion on the part of the separated communions themselves.
This desire for unlty has coantinued to gein momentum through-
out the yesrs ss the ccumenical movement gained strengti.
ir. O, S. Tomkins, writing in the Tcumenlical Review in 1952
can say:

By entering into this relationship with each other

(¥Yorld Council) we nave alrecady willed the death of

our denominstions.. . . . The essence of denomination-

alism is to suppose the sufficliency of denominations;

the esseance of our covensnt with each other is to deny

tihat denominations are enough. The peril of the torld

Councll is that it aight encouigge the permanency of

the units upon which it rests.

Due to these repeated pronouncements coacerning unity and the

w Statement by Dr. Wilhelm Pauck, in personal lnterview
with author.

12
The Ecumenical Review, Vol, IV (April, 1952) 234.

13 The Ecumenical Review, Vol. II (October, 1952) 20,
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overwhelming emphasis placed upon it, i1t 1s safe to draw the
conelusion that the ultimste goal of the ecumenical movement
1s to unite all churches into one colossal, world-wide organ-
lzation, so that "the view persists, desplite =1l disclaimers
by its committees sud offlcers, that the World Council's
primary, even exelusive raison d'etre should be ecclesiasti-
cal uniriuation.“lk This view has glven rise to the thought
that the World Council slready forms this super-church. This
it most emphatically denles, pointing to the clear passages
concerning its suthority in the constitution approved and
adopted at Amsterdan.
The World Council shall offer counsel and provide
opportunity of united actiocn in matters of common
interest. Itv may take action on behalf of coanstituent
ciurches in such matlers 28 one or more of them may
commit to it. « « o It shall have authority to call
reglweal »nd world confercnces on specific subjects
s occasion 'ay require. The Viorld Council shall not
legislate for the churches; nor shall it act for them
in any mesaner except 2s indicated above or as mig'nere-
after be specifisd by the constituent churches,.
As to the exsct nature of the World Council, the future alone
will tell. It is covident st this time that the scumenical
movement which hes led to its formsticn has had a telling
effect upon the churches of the twentieth century. In order
to understsnd and properly evaluate boti: the movement and the
effect, the histarical study of the development is an essen-

tlal arrow in the snalyzer's suiver. To that end we shall

1h pnglican Theologlcal Review, Vol. 36 (Ootober, 1954), 249

15 yigser't Hooft, op. cit., pp. 197-201.
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trace the aegzis of the World Council along four major
streaus. After a brief cxeminatlon of the history of the
Church fro: che time of the Reformation in view of
ecumeniclsm, we shall tske up the voluntary movements of the
Lineteenth century, the youth movemenbts, the Internatisoaal
dilssionery Council, and the LifTe and Work snd Faith and
Order. As the pinnacle of these forces appears the Vorld
Council of Churches formed shortly before the Secoand World
var, existing only ian the form of a Provisicial committee
for ten yesrs, and formally organized iln 198 at Amsterdam.
Throughout we shsll attempt to trece the extent of tae par-
Siclpation of American Lutheran bodies and their attitude

towaris ecumenicism.




CHAPTER II
ERICKF ROVIEW OF THD TCUMENICAL HISTORY OF HE CIURCH

The backzround for the ecumenical movement is the
deaominational stoite of Christendom. If the Church were one,
there would be no need for any fhing, such as an ecurenical
movement. OSince, however, there are faltnful members of the
Una Sancta scuttered sbout in a maze of organizatiwmal
entities, an effort to brinz them into outward fellowship
can and does exlst.

The event of Fentecost is generally regarded a&s the
birthd=y of tae Church.

On Fentecost . . « there csme upon the group in

Jerusalem . . . what they called the Holy Spirit.

It was that occasion to which a large wo ortion of

later Christi=sns looked back as the birthday of the

Christien Claurch.

With this event the disciples of Christ were sent into the
world with the messsge of the Incarnate Christ whom they had
known and believed. Almost from the first there became
evident differences in practice and, in some :lnsr.aﬁ.ces, belief.
Paul was forced to confront Peter with the questioan of circum-
cision at the first synodical meeting of the Church in
Jerusalem. A bsttle was early bezun with the Gnostics ead

Docetizers. The great ilestorien and Arien coatroversies

o Latourette, A History of Christianity (New York:
Harper and Bros., 1953), p. =
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marred the unity of the Ciurch in the post-Apostclic era.

With the converslon of Constantine snd the establish-
meat of Curistianity ss the state reliszion an orgznization
begen to develop. In disputes uver the control of this
Vislble organization many divisims developed. Throughout,
however, therc¢ was a conseious drive to maintaln the unity
of the Church. After the split of the Yastern and Vestern
traditions, the Church found ¢xpression in these two organ-
izations from tie sixth to the sixteenth century.

With the explosive tinder of corruption and Tsl se
teaching within the Chureh of the sixteenth century only a
Spars was nceded to begin a reform. Instead of a spark God
sent a forest fire in the person of His proghet, Martin
Luther, who, convinced he was under God's guidance, under-
took the ierculean task of clesaing the Augean stables of
Rome, The forces then unleashed k:ve resulted in the
denominatlonal scene of moderc Christianity. While it would
be easy to lay the responsibility for this state at elther
Luther's or Leo's feet, other forces such as nationalism,
the renaissance, the liew Learning, industrial end commercial
expansion, the rise of the middle class, and the new explora-
tions and discoveries must be considered. It is encugh for
the purposes of this survey to merely admit that out of the
sixteenth century arose the spirit of mytosis which reigned
in the church for the next centuries.

The'reformers themselves hsd an ecumenical understanding
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of the rature of the Chur ch. Luther explains it as follows

in the Large Catechism:

But the meaning snd substance of the clause is: I be-
lisve that there is upon the earth a small, holy flock,
a4 holy assembly of our saints under one hecad, Christ.
They sre called together by the foly Spirit in one
faith, one mind, »nd one understanding. They possess
many gifts, but are one in love and without sect or
divisicn. Of thig assembly I am also part, and a
sharer and owner of its blessings, through the Holy
Spirit. He save me membership by virtue of having
heard snd still hearing God's Vord.< )

This oneness is concelved of by Luther as being largely a
spiritusl one not limited by organizaticnal loyalties.

Is this not a cruel error, when the unity of the
Christian Church, separated by Cirist liimself from
all material and temporsl eities and places, and
transferred to spiritusl realms is included by these
precchers of dresms in material communities, which
must of necessity be bound to localities and places?
Hiow 1s it possible, or whosze reason can srasp 1it,
that splritua% unity snd material unlty should be one
and the same?

Calvin, vhile emphasizing more the idea of the visible Church,
stlll spoke of it as essentially one in his Institutes. The
churches vhicih stemsed from the Calvinist reformation con-
tinued and incressed this emphasis on the visible nature of
the Church as may be seen from the Baptist Confession of 1646,
The church is =@ comrany of visible saints, called and
separated from the world by the Word ané Spirit of
God, to the visible profession of the faith of the

Gospel; being baptized into that faith. . . . And all
Hiys gservants are to lesd this life in this walled

e 2
K. Luther, Large Catechism, translated by Dr. Lenker.
(Minneapolis: A&gsburg Publi.ahing’ liouse, 1953), Pp. 123-4k.

3 o "y £ Martin
li. Luther, "The Papacy at Rome," liorks of
Luthsr (Phlludelphia: Muhlenburg Press, 1943), L, 350.
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sheepfold and walered serjen, to suprly each other's
wenis inwsyrd and outward.

Throughout the ti e of the Reformatiocn there were
repeated efforts maie to =stnblish the unity of the various
Eroups. As such might be clessed bhe Augsburg Interim, ‘the
“itteaberg Concord, uhe ifarburg Colloguy, the correspondence
betwecn Melancthon and Bucer, the efforts of Beza, Cranmer
and A' Lasco, the Zurich Cunzensus, the Bohemian Confessilon,
the Consensus of =endo nir, and the work of Devid Faeus. How=
éver, by 1618 it is evident that the scholastic defense of
dootrine has solidified into Lwo confessional positions.

-he Calvinistie tradition is by fsr the more irenic and yet
8t the some Lime the nore productive of divisive elements.
For two centuries the Ldea of expressing the unity of ihe
Church in & single orgenization ls lergely suppressed in the
polemic age of orthodoxy and the praciical age of pletism.

During the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries little
was done to promote the reality of an ecumenical movement.
Wlth the orening of the nineteenth century, however, there
comes to ilfe a new spirit evlidenced in the Lvangellcal
Awakening., Tuis produces a variety of Bible Societlies,

Hlssion Socleties. It is in this sge that the glorious age

10

of Ciristian missioas beglas, destined to contimue to the
present day. It is significant that while the churches

b o, Bettenson, Documents of the Chrigtian Church
(New York: Oxford I’Iniversity Press, 1947), PP- m«-

T | AL '—
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were relatively inamctlve in the missicn fields there wes
little impetus to ecumenicity. When the Churches began to
present to the henthen the Gospel, a necessary part of which
Is the unity of the Dody of Carist, 1v soon became evident
that there wis a glariag contradiction between doctrine and
pracviee s the missionaries compected, sometlmes violently,
for the souls of the poor natives. This gave early auﬁhority
to the ery, "Unite!" In the hot, boiiing climates of the
great mission filelds, the egqually warm passion for ecumen-—
lcity was born. Tunis led to a series of missionary meetings
end finelly to 'dinburgh, 1910. This conference may be re-
garded as the dslivery room of that booming baby of the
modern world--the ecumenical movement--while the womb may be
found in the missica fields, and the fatus in the nexus of
the gre=t nineteenth century societles for the evangelization
of the viorld. To these movements we shall briefly turn our

attention before movinz to Tdinburgh, 1910.




CHAPIER IIXI

THE VOLUNTARY MOVEMENTS OF THE NINETEENTH CENTURY

2t curious kettle of fish,
U nized grill called ecumeniclsm!?
(Anon.) |
Ferhaps nowhere does the variezated character of tre
ecumenical movement become more appsrent than during the
nineteenth century. The almost ineredible melange'or move=
mnents, the mrodigicus amounts of energy expended, the myriad
miles on steamer, horseback, and foot, She blood, sweat, and '
tears thut molztened the s0il of the world in the gilgantiec
eadeavor Lo Christianize the viorld almest belie :deserizt ion.
The Evangelical Awakening set into motion a yeasty ferment
that bubbled over the whole world. Into a culture typified
by Liontesquieu's remari upon his return from Zngland, "o
such thing =5 relision thers znd the subject 1f mentioned in
soclety excites nothing but laughter,"l burst the energy of
Christian zeal. ' j
The Evangelical Awakening has as 1ts goal the bringing
of the Cospel to all perts of the world. This passion was
to call into existence hundreds of mission and Bible socle-

ties, all with the spirit orystallized in the slogan of the

1 J. T. Melleill, Modern cﬁristian doverents (Philadelphia:
Westminster Press, 195L), De .
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Student Volunteer liovement, "The evangelization of the world
iz this generation."? There had been spor:dic mission worlk
done before the Lvangeliecal Avaxening though, and two of
these deserve notice. Under the auspices of the Churcih of
fnglend the society for Promoting Christien Xnowledge was
founded in 1699 by Dr. Thomas Bray, the Anglican commissioner
for Maryland. Its pur:oses were (1) the education of the
poor, (2) the care of the church in the British colonies in
Anmerica, (3) the wrinting and eirculation of books of sound
Christisn prinei yles.3 Two years later the same men associ=-
ated in the above formed another society. A charter was
obtained from iing William III for a Society for the Propa-
gation of the Gospel in Forelgn Parts in 1701. The charter
delincates the purposes of the organization as (1) the care
and instruction of British settlers in the colonies, (2) the
conversion of natives, snd (3) the conversion of nmegro
slaves.k The list of achievemeants piled up by these two
groups is long and impressive, ané it contributed greatly to
the Evangelical Awakening.

'The modern nissiwmary movement really began in the year

1792 with: the publication by the "consecrated cobbler,™

2 J. R. Mott, Addresses and Papers of John B Mot.t,
Vols. 1=6 (New York: Association Press, —19

2 _
W. Allen ané E. licLean, Two Hundred Years: The History
of the S. P, C. X. (London: SPOK, 1898), Dp. 13-45.

L G =
G. F. Pascoe, Two Hundred Years o:I.' the S. P. G., 1701
1901. Vols. I-II. ’( Testminster: SEG, 1501), DPP- 9-35
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Willlan Cerey, of his epochal book, An Enquiry into the Obli-
gations of Chrisvinng to Use iieans for the Conversion of the
Hiat_heg.s Carey also formed the Baptist lilssicnary Soclety
at a meeting in Kettering, Englend, in October, .'1.798.6 Under
the blessing of this fledgling group Cai-y went to India
where he pioneered in evangelizing India until his death in
1834 at the age of seventy-three. The London lissionary
Soclety was founded in 1795 by the cooperative efforts of
Congregatio.a lists, Fresbyterians, Episcopalians and iethod-
ists, This juxtaposition of denominations moved David Bogue,
one of its founders, to rejoice:

A blessed sjpectacle--Christians of different denomina-

tims, although differing in points of church government,

united in forming a soclety for propagating the Gospel

among the heanthen. This i1s a new thing in the Christian

Church.,
From this point on the missionary socleties multiplied at a
rapid rate. What were the motives for their conception?
They are perhaps best expressed in a stanza of John
liontgomery's hymn which reads as follows:

The heatiien perish day by day,

Thousands on thousands pass away;

0, Christians to their rescue rly.8
Preach Jesus to them ere they die.

5 - n -
R. Rouse, "Willlam Carey's Pleasing Dream,” Interna
tional Review of Missions, Vol. LXXII (April, 1949), 181-92.

6 1pia.

7 : hila-
N. V. Hope, One Christ, One World, One Church. (P
delphia: The Church Historical Soclety, 1953), Pe 20

8 Ibld., p. 23.
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48 a complement to the missionsry societies, indeed al-
most indispensable to their work, arose the Bible Socleties.
The most notable of these are the British end Foreign Bible
Soclety founded in 120k and its child, the American Bible
Jociety, faunded in 1816. The object of these Blble socie-
ties may be seen in the constitution of the American Bible
Socie ty.

_This socie ty shall be inown by the name of the Americaa _

Dible Socie ty, of which the sole object shall be to en-

coursge & wider circulation of the Holy Scriptures

throughout the United States end their territories . . .

siall slso extend its influence to otheg countries,

whether Christian, Mohammedan or pagen.
Throuzh the activitles of these bodies Christianity as an
orzanized religion spread throughout the warld, creating a
world Christisn community, the first prereguisite for a
world ehurch. This leads William Temple to remark:

As though in preparation . . . God nss been building up

& Curistlan rellowship which now extends into every

nation... . « It is the result of the great missionary

enterprise of the last 150 years. . . . Almost inciden-

telly ¢he great world rellga'ship has arisen; it is the

great new fact of our ers. .
In this world fellowship the first.ecumenical impulses were
to come from the missionaries who had created it.

From the standpolint of ecumenical unity the most im-
portant development of the nineteenth century was the

Evangelical Alliance. This body was called into life amid.

9 i ' H £ the American
o, O, Dwight, The Centennial ifHistory o Amerlcan
Bible Society (New York: ~The Maomillan.Co., 1916), Pe 2k«

10 . Temple, The Church Looks Forvwerd (New York: The
Miomillan Co., 1944}, P- 2
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the smoke und fog of London in August, 1846. Tals Alliance
vas made up of individumls and not Churches. There was no
officlal represent=tion from any of the churches. However,
1t was the first orzanlzation %o appear on the world scene
with the specific and avowed rurpose of promoting the cause
of Christisn unity. This may be seen in the resolution
adopted at its first meeting, which reads:

That the members of this coaference are deeply coavinced

of the deslrableness of forming 2 confederatlion on the

basis of the great evangelical principles held in common

by them which may afford opportunity to memberscf the

Church of Christ of cultivating brotherly love, enjoy-

ing Christian intercourse, and promoting such objects

as they may hereafter agree tc jrosecute togzether, and

they thereby proceed to fom such a cgirederation, und er

the name of the ¢vangelical Alliance.
After thls auspiclous beglnaning the Lvangelical Alliance
served to keep the idea of Ciristian unity before the Churches
but it soon devoted 1ts energies to securing religious liberty
for psrsecuted minorities and its activities becsme largely
political,

This Allisnce is noteworthy for another reasoa, hox-fever.
It brings us into contact with the most controversial figure
of American Luthersnism of the nineteenth century--Samuel S.
Schmucker. It was Schmucker, founder of the Gettysburg

Luthersn Seminery and leader of the General Synod, who was

11 7. w. Ewing, Goodly Fellowship (London: Narshall,
Morgan, and Seott, 19, DPe =17«
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mostly responsible for the Evangelical Alliasnce. Indeed, he
1:5 termed "the Father of the Tvangelical Alli.ance.":"2 He is
the first ecumenicist to erise from the ranks of American
Lutheranism, perhaps evea giving impetus to the ecumenical
spirit on the Continent, for before attending the London
meeting he spent six months on the Continent talking to
various leaders there =ad spreading the idea of unj.'l'.y.:"3

Dr. Schmucker sought to "Americanize"™ the Lufheran
church in this country, advocating union with the Reformed
bodies. It 1s during his life that the Rubicon is crossed
a8 far as American Lutheranism and the ecumenical movemeat
is concerned. Those bodies which followed his liberal lead
ére the ones wiilch have continued to particl pate in the drive
to union, The confessicnz2l, orthodox groups that resisted
his endesvars sre to this day the bodies that have remained
aloof from the ecumenicism of Lhe day.

Schmucker was the leading figure in the negotiatiané
which culminated in the formation of the CGeneral Synod in
1820, composed of the liinisterium of Pennsylvenia, the
New York lMinisterium, the synods of North carolina:, Ohio,

lMaryland, Virginia, and Tennessee.'u" de saved 1t fram

12 " T} - -‘t
F. BE. liayer, The Keliglous Bodies of America (St.
Louls: Concordia Puplish ng House, 195 ), D- 179.

13 =F
A, R. Wentz, History of the Gettysbur Seminary (Fhil-
adelphia: United Luthoran Publlishing House, E9 » DPe 160-61.

14 iev. 3. S. Schmucker
P. Anstadt, The Life and Times of Lev. 3. 5. Schmuc
(York, Pa.: Anstadt snd Sons, 1896), DP. 121-27.
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dissolution in 1823 when the Maryland Synod withdrew.
Throughout his lifs his course was to encoursge union on
any vasis. Iiis influence may be seen in a resolutim
passed by the Fennsylvania Synod in 1822.

Hesolx_red, that a committee be appointed by this synod

to deilbernte in the fear of God on the propriety of

& ropositioca for = general union of our church in this

country wich the Lvangelical znd Reformed Church, and

also oa the _{-gssihi 1lity of carrying this resolution

into effect.
The high cark of Schmucker's actlvity was between the years
1820-1850. During this tire many negotict lons were carried
on with Lthe varicus denominations. The General Synod entered
into the work of the American RBible Society, the Foreign and
Home Mission Boerd snd othier misslon societies. As 1t did,
fellowship with non-Luiheran bodies increased. Intercommunion
vas widely practiced until in 1841 the Syncd of Souta Carolina
could mblish a 1iturgy comtaining this invitation:

In the name of Jesus Christ, I say to all who sinoige-
1y love iim, ye are welcome to this feast of love.

In 1838 Schmucker's first printed appeal for unity appeared
contel ning his plan far the desired union entitled The Fra-
ternal Appeal to the American Churches with s Plan for Catho-
lic fction on Apostolic Principles.t’ He now devoted his

15 o s :
S. S. Schmucker, Lutheran Church in America (Phila-
delphie: E. W. miller, 1852), De 223.

. hem C. P. Krauth, "The Helations oiu %e Lut%f:nichuroh
0 the Denomim tlous Araund Us," Free eran Diet in-
America (Philadelphia: J. F. Smith, 1878), De hbe

17 -
f.W. W. Sweet, The Story of Religion in America (New
York: Harper and B;-os.. '.'[9%;. P. 209.
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cénergy to the rcallzation of his ecumenical dream, maneuver-—
ing to bring all Lutkersa bodies in the United States into
affiliation witl zenerzl Protestantism. THis progr=m for union
consisted of apgreemeant on twelve "fundamental® articles based
on these doetrines which he thought were held by all Protes-
tants. e culled uhese Lwelve articles dirsctly from the
various confessicusl writings of the denominations, 1. e.,
one from the Church of Laglsnd's Tiirty-nine Articles, one
from the Augsburg Confessiaa, et'.t:.""8

To further this goal the General Synod cooperated
especially with the American lome Missicnary cSociety from
which many of the infeat Lutheran congregaiions were receiv-
ing ald. The congregations of the Augustana Synod were under
the wing of the American liome Missionary Society for several
decades. Fol.lowing is a rcquest from Lutherans in Illinols
to the Society for supnort:

e the maers;.;rned menbers of the Swedish Lvangelical

Lutheran Churches of Gelesburg and Knoxville « . «

most humbly apply to your Christien benevolence for aid

in supporting our minister. « « « Our churches were

organized by your missionery, Rev. L. P. Esbjorn. « . .

e hurbly roquest 200 for the same time from {gar

bencvelent institution. (Dated Dec. 29, 1852.

This is typical of the conditions on the frontier which led

Ee Ventz, op. cit., pp. 144-48.

910. Bergendof é "Rerorts to the Amfriiag IaIlm: Hr:l’::ign-
ary Soclety, 184,9-1856," Auzustena 'I:lator cal Socl e =
cations (m’:ck Island, IllInoIs- Augustena Histor Icaf Socliety),

V, 56.
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many infent Lutheran graps to scek succor and.ald from this
amd other essentially Refarmod institutions,

Dr. Sehmucker and nis followers, Dr. B. Kurtz, editor of
the Lutheran Cbserver, and Dr. S. Sprecher, may well have
Succeeded in uniting Lutheranism ané Lhe Heformed churches
had it not been for the tidal wave of German and Scandinavian
lmnigration that weshed over the country fron 1830 until well
after the Givil Ysr., This brought a large number of conserva-
tive Luthercns to Averica who most stringently resisted any
atlempt to force union. The outstendlng lezder of this group
was Dr. C. F. W. /aliher, who wrote in the first issue of

Der Lutheraner, Sepuember 7, 184, as follows:

Bieses gewisz von vielen empfundene Bedlirfnisz, und die
be;;zem:ung, dasz es unsere Pflicht sei . . . den Bewels
dafur zu liefern, dasz diese Xirche [the true Lutherans]
aleht in der Reihe der Christlichen Sekten stehe, und
nicht eine neue sondern dle alte wahre Kirche Jozu
Christi auf Trden sei.. . . Unser Blatt soll ferner . . .
die in Schwange gehenden falschen, verfiihrerischen
Lehren zu entdecken, zu widerlegen und davor zu warnen,
und ia sonderheit diejenigen zu entlarvea, die sich
falschlich lutherisch nennen, unter diesem llamen
Irrglauben, Unglauben, und Schwirmerei verbreiten und
daher die ubelsten Vorurtheile gegen unggre Kirche in
den Gliedern anderer Farteien erwecken.

This papcr, Der Lutheraner, served os the official organ of
the sore conservative Lutherans over against those whom they
termed "false™ Lutherans, until 1847 when it became the offi-
cial paper of the newly organized Evangelical Lutheran Synod
of lilssouri, Ohio, and Other States. Thls paper and

20 per Lutheraner (September 7, 1844), I, 1.
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" The Lutheran Observer, volce of the "Americanizing" Lutherans
waged & fierce polemic battle for many yesrs. The confession-
al Luthersns were termed "bigots" and the Lutheran Observer
seid, "They err in declining to enter into Intimate ecclesi-
astical union with the American Lutheran Church and 1ts
General Synoa.'f""l
Soon the forces of confessionalism were the stronger and
the ecumenical ides was meeting defeat. Dr. A. R. lentz
deseribes the situstion of the mid 1850's as follows:
In der lutherischen Xirche veplief die Erweckung des
Konfessionellen Bewustseins vollig parallel mit ,aem der
anderen Kirchen. Eins der erstea Zeugnisse dffur finden
wir 1n dem Bereich der praktischen lWiohlt€tigkeit. In
den flinften Jahrzehnt des Jahrhunderts begannen dile
Lutheraner sich loszusagen von der Zusammenarbeit mit
anderen Kirchken 5ncl organisierten ihre eigenen
Wirkungsfelder.?
The battle was joined in Schmucker's own backyard when
Dr. C. P. krauth becane professor at Gettysburg in 1850 and
there srcke for the confessioual cause. Schmucker's last
shot was the "Definite Platform"™ of 1855. This documeat,
again to be a busis for union, claimed to find several
errors in the Augsburg Confession. It was Schmucker®'s
grestest error for its total effect was to stimulate con-
fessionalism. Dr. Spaeth writes:

The principal effect of the Definite Flatforn was to

= W. H. T. Dau, editor, Ebenezer (St. Louis: Com ordia
Publishing House, 1922), p. 110.

=2 A..R. Wentz, "Die lutherische Kirche im reli
Leben Amerika," Das Erbe Martin Luthers (Leipzig: D
und Frencke, 1928), D. 175.
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open the eyes even of the indifferent and undecided

ones, and to cause them to reflect and to reallzs the

ultimate designs of the men at the head of the General

Synod. A starm of indignation burst against the 23

perpetrators of this atbtack on the venerable Augustena.
In spite of the risinz tide of ocnfesﬂa;-zaliﬁ, Schmucker re=-
mained steadfest in his irenic desires until his death, and
his dreams aanc hopes were perpetuated in the continued
acquiescencs of the General Synol to unitive movements.

The confessional strength within the General Synod was
a0t content with this and in 1867 left and farmed the General
Council, a bit more cmservative in its outlook. This body
cmntinued until it reunited with the General Synod to form
the United Lutherea Church in 1918.

During the nineteenth century Lutherans in America
rarticipated in the ecumenical movement only to the extent
to which they ignored their confessions. Those holding to
them refused to be entangled, while those who had a lesser
regard for the confessions eagerly Joined witi other denomi-
nations to work for unity.

An interestin:; development in nineteenth-century
America was the rise of the Disciples of Cirist, a denomina-
tion that did not start cut to be a denomination but rat her
to unite the churches. It was begun by Thonas Campbell and
his son, Alexander. Its chief contributica to the ecumenical

movement has been its vociferous propagandizing for unity

23 F. Bente, American Lutheranism (3t. Louis: Concordia
Publishing House, 1619), 1L, 101.
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and its unstinting fimnclal support of any unitive effort.
Their platfarm is that "nocthing is essential to the union of
Ghrist;j.ans- but the Apos Lie's teaching aand testimcny.“zl"
After the desth of the Campbells the work was carrlied on by
Peter Ainslie, cne of the foremost ecumenicists of the
twentieth century.

Durlng the nineteenth century two other moveuents-arose
which have great iecaning for the ecumenical movement. These
ére the Young lMens' Christian Association and its counterpart
in the weaker sex, the Young Vomenl's Christien Assoclatiam.
Due to their import:snce these shall be treated in a later
chapter.,

The ni.m-:.taenth century saw & tremendous growth in
interest in unif ylog the churches, largely due to the volun-
" tary -movements ‘which were crcated. Their pur ose actually
was not ecussnical, but ratier missimary. Their result was
ecumenical though, Althaagh cach hed some specific gosal of
its ovn~--missimory work or sccial refar m=-they l.na-dvertmt.'ll.y
contributed to the icea of one united Church. They lfglped
create an ethercal atmosphere of oneness, a sense of con=-
sanguinity among Christizsans of differing denominations. Thls

rowing sense of unity cast an illuminating ray into the

24 4, Campbell, The christian en (Cincinnati:
Standard Publishing Co., n. d.), D- 5
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dawning of the twentieth century as deserlbed by Dr. Rouse:

The day of the modern ecumenlical movement was dawning.
Already its great fectures--the Internetional lilssimery
Council, the Warld Allisnce for Promoting Interanational
Friendship through tie Churches, Faith and Order, Life
and Work--cen be discerned on the horizon. The focusing
point of the ideas and aspirat ions which made the new
ecunmenicsal movenent possible was the Fdinburgh World B
liiscimary Conference of 1910. « « « Since 1910 the
shutters have been flung back amd light pours into all
caners of the roome. There is a 'thoussnd times %ga
aspiration, a thousand times sore accomplishmen t.'

of the Leumenical lovemert (Lonmdon: SECK, 1954),

25 . -
R. Rouse and “tephan C. leill, editors, A Histor
Pe 3L5.




CIHAPTLR IV
THE YOUTH JIOVEMINTS

"I sincerely hope your plan rmay be as successful In exe-
cution, as it is just ©nd penerous in conception.“l With
these words President Abraham Lincola gave his spproval to a
Suggested ;rogrem o« the Y. M. C. A. to succar the soldl ers
in the Cwil Var. Frow its first infant steps on American
shores in 1851 in the short space of eleven years, the
Y. il. C. A, had earmed the praises of presidents and shoe=-
makers alike. _

The signi ficonce of the Y. . C. A. for the ecumenical
movement 1s hard to overemphaslize. It 13 axiomatic as to
which gave it the greatest strength--the missiocnary or youth
iovements. Due to this factor a separate chapler was deemed
lQecesssry to deal solely :ith the youlh movemeats. It must
be barne ia mind, however, that the youth movement is inex-
tricably connected with the cther trends of the time. Far
example, tie ilissiocisry Council and the Stuient Volunteer
Lovement ere constantly intertwining and interlacing, each
sustaining the cther in the drive for union.

Both Dr. J. R. Yottt and Dr. J. li. Oldham insist that the

1 X -
C. H. Hopkins, liistory of tie ¥. M., C. A. in North
America (ilow York: issod.at*on Press, s De 93.
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real story behiad the srowth of the !nternational missionary
Gooperation anl the resultent ecumenical movement is not the
preceding missionary conferences but the development of the
youth movements.® That sueh a view can be leld by two men
in the front rank of tbe army of union thrusts the youth
Aovements into & prominent gosition. Thus the formetion of
the Y. M. C. A., ta e forerunner and progenitor of all youth
organizations in the scumenical movement becumes an iwmportant
ecumenical milestone.

Although there were forgotten groups of young people al-
rezady In the seventeenth and elghteenth ecentries, the
¥, M, C. A. is the first internationally successful group.
The prime wover La the formation « the Y. li. C. A. was
George Williams, a farm boy from Sauerset. Cast into the
maelstrom of Loxdon's mercantile life in 1841, Williams
Sought some way to preserve hls evangelical faith. This he
foind in organizing s band of twelve youns clerks in their
loft over a Loandca dry goods store on June 6, 18;4. The
movement spresd like oil on the sea and in 1894 when
Williems was imizhted by Qti;aen Victoria there were over five
thou sand association.s in ﬁenty—four cauntries with more

than half a million memhars.3

& W. R. Hogg, Ecumenical Foundations (New York:
Harper and Bros., 1952), p. &l. :

3 Hopkins, op. clt., ps 6.
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The first American assoc latims with their program of
Soclal reform end Bible study were organized in 1851. Its
progrem was clearly pletistic with mwh stress laid upon
clean living.

liot a few Christian young men . . . have resolved in
God's strengti: to accomplish these objects, viz: Tie
lmprovenent of the spiritual and mental condition of
the commercial young men by the efforts of the soclety,
in the sphere of thelr daily ca2lling, by devotional
meetings, Biblical instructicn, mutusl imgprovement
¢lusses and the diffusion of Christian 11terat-ure.l"

From the very bezinaing the Association allied itself with
the churches, indeed, it took on an scelesiastical air it-
self, conducting warship services, Bib le classes, sending
mission:ries to T oreign lands and domestic slums. It in-
sisted upon membershi # in a Trinitarian church as a pre-
requisite for membership in the Assoclation. The Portland
Basis which formally expressed the requirement was adopted
by the American groups in 1899, It reads almost 2s a creed.

Resoclved: That =s these organizations bear the name
of Christian, and profess to be engaged directly in
the Seviour's service, so it is clearly their duty to
maintain the control ané menagement of their affairs
in the hands of those who profess to love and public-
ly avow thelr faiti: in Jesus the redeemer as divine,
and who testify their faith by becoming and remaining
members of churches held Lo be evangelical. . . - And
we hold those churches to be evangelical, which,
maintaining the Holy Seriptures, do believe in the
Lord Jesus Christ (the only-begotten of the KFatoer,
King of iinzs, and Lord of Lords, in whom dwelleth all
the fullness of the Godhesd bodily, £nd who was made
sin for us, though kaowing no- sin, bearing our sins in

. L. Doggett, History of the Boston YMCA (New York:
Association Press, 1§om‘ﬁ§eﬁﬂ.
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His own body on the tree) as the only name under heaven
given among men_whereby we must be saved from everlast-
ing punishment.
This, of course, immecdlately assoclated the body with evangell-
cal rotestants, breathing thelr theological snd ethical
atmosphere. It became & mirror of Frotestantism, but also

injected something new--interdenominationalism., iinisters

of all churches deliversd lectures aund presided at prayer

meetings. Relief work ammg the down-and-outers of the slums,

rehabilitation wark, welcoming immigrants, enlisted the aid
of all the churches throuzh this one body. In many American |
clties this was the first evidence of inberdenominati.onalism
8een. Beginning in 1857 the Y. M. C. A. spoansored nation-wide
revivals in which eclergymen of all .dénominat.ions were to be’
sten on the sme platform exhortiﬁg peorle to leave their
sinfil ways and join the churches and the Y. M. C. A..6 In
‘the first issue of tie Quarterly Reporter in 181 the Knox-.
ville correspondent wrote: :
Since the establishment of the Assoclation sectarian.
and denominational zeal seems to have besen merged into
a2 pure, warmhearted love for one another, as fellow
disciples, and this spirit has been carried into our
varicus churches, producing 2 very pleasant and co;"d:lal
Christian esteem and affectlion in each toward all.
The first annual report of the Brooklyn Association said

tle ¢t 1ts corresponding secretary had:

5 Hopkins, op. eit., pp. 365-66.

6 :
Tbid.; p. 47-
7 Ibia.
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e s o 8lrezdy opened, and shall hereafter extensively
malntain, froteraal correspondence with these bretiren
of maeny climes. In thus recelving snd trensuitting
intelligence of the progress and success of the cause,
and in tatins sweet counsel together, we may mutually
help to strengthen and enlgrge this catholic fellow-
ship of oneness in Christ.

The New York State Convention of 186 approved as the primary
object of the ¥, 1, C. 4. "the binding together of Christian
young men of all denominations and the leading to the Saviour
of those who ere ignorant cf Him.g

It is clear from this that the Y. M. C. A. vias actuelly
& seni-ecolesiastical organizatloa with its specified goal
the ecumenical idez of uniting the churches. This is demon-
strated even rore clearly by the resolution of the world
convention of 1869.

In theory and practice the Young lMen's Christian

ﬂpsociation reccognizes the essential unity of the

Church of Christ, and is bound to extend the hand

of fellowship, love, and sympathy to all who, in

accordance with the Gospel, honor the Head, and who

love the Lord Jesus, whatever their ecclesiastical

name, or the peoculiarities of their denominational

polity. The shibboleths of sects, the rules of

Church order and discipline, the minor181rferences

in creceds . . . must be ignored by us.
In accordance with the above policy the Y. 7. C. A. early
took up work among the German immigrants. This naturally
brought them into coatuct with the Lutheran Churches. In

this instsnce the Lutherzns held fast and refused to cooperate

& Ivida., p. 72.
? Inida,, p. 180.

10 1. 1. Doggett, Life of Robert lcBurney (Cleveland:
F. . Barton, 1902), p. 98.
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with the "Y" almost without exzception holdinz that the minis-
try was to be the sole agent of preaching the word.'u'
In Ghe words of Sem Small, a Y. !l. C. A. railroad
evangellist, the Association with its
Congregational Plymouth Roeck rosdbed, Episcopalian
cont inuous rails, Presbyterian thraigh tickets,
Baptist water in the boller, Methodist fire in t©
englne, and coaches for Christians of every name
cont inued merrily alonz until it struck a low point in its
life durlng the mid-tnirties of the twentieth eentury. Dur-
ing the war yeurs, however, 1t regainéd some of its prestige
doing work among the ,:':riaoners.ls There was a flare of
interest in the Y. 1. C. A. as an ecumenical possibility
during the carly years of the twentleth century as expressed
by a Boston pastor.
Its threefold pror-rsm might well offer the basis for a
new ond more comprehensive cresed, and its secretarial
force has alrea2dy become, unconseciously, a new type of
clergy. The Associstion has developed its own forms of
religious ins truction uné its own types of religlous
service. All that 1= needed apparently is to give the
Asgoclatign farm=l liberty to act on its own, some

declaratioa of independence which would lﬂt‘“’h it on
its way as.a free agent in a wider world.

In spite of its deocline and eclipse by other bodles, the

Y. ¥, C. A, hus contributed and conbtinues to contribute to

11 Hopkins, op. oit., p. 222.

12 Kongnlv Bulletiln of &he yMCA, Vol. XIII (March, 1886),
p. 3.

13 : : - (Rock Island:
E. R. Ber e
Augustana Book coﬁéern, E%M»i. Pe %t.

14 Hopkins, op. cit., b« 529.
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the one-vorld idea end the world Church approach. In

later post-viar yesrs it seems to be slipping under the con-
trol of the wWorla Council, which largely dominates its
thinking and approzch and mueh of its progr:zm through inter-
locking boards 2and committees.

Vie may briefly examine the history of the Young Women's
Christian Assoclation which bezan as the femnls counterpart
to the Y. i. C. A. when women entered the business and pro-
fessicral world. Although Williams had advocated founding
@ ledies' association, he vwas a bit premature. Miss Emma
Roberts founded a prayer group in England in 1855. This led
to the formation of the ¥, W. C. A.15 Althaugh there are no
recorded minutes of any meeting in which a resolution was
passed to form such a group (ladies being notoriously poor
rarliamcntorians), sanewhere around 185§ the group began to
function. The World Toung Womsn®s clr istian Association was
farmed in 1894. Its vork was to a great degree parallel to
the Y. M. C. A.,mand its spirit wes much the same.

Several very importznt youth movements grew out of the
Y. k. C. 4., the first of which was the American Interseminary
Alliance (now the Interseminary Movements in the United
States), to.be followed in short order by the Student Volun-

teer liovement for Foreign lilssions and the Worlds' Studeat

15 .
E. Wilson, Fifty Years of Association Varx among
Young Women (ilew Yorik: YWCA, 1916], pp. 9-12.
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Christian Federaticn. Dr. Jotb terms these movemonts "prac—
tice games in weaving topether the nations and the commun=-

1ons,16

This was perhaps their greatest contribution to the
ecumenical movement--the i..plantetica of young men with the
ecumenical jdes and training them to effectively propound it."
The Tirat of these--the Interseminary Allisnce--derived
from a Princeton seminary student's concern for foreign
amissionz. Robert Yateer, meeting great indifference to
missions in his own school and others as he travelled about
for the ¥, M. C. A., resolved tc remedy the defect. IHis
efforts led to the formation of the Alliance for Foreign
Mlssions in 1880.17 The meeting held in New Brunswick, New
dersey, wns the largest student religious meeting ever held
up to that time. This moeting shaped the entire course of
Succeeding youth conferences, orientating them around
missicas and the outresch of the Gospel. It was described as:
The first national meeting of .students, whether from
colleges or seminaries, ceatering wholly upon the home
:i‘;g ggﬁ'g&ig zn:gaqsé.gﬁ:;éegl:ﬁgations of the Church and of
The oniy Lutheran representative at this conference was
Luther Kuhlman, studeat at Gettysburg, the General Symod

seminary. This Lutheran body entered wholeheartedly into

16 Hogg, op. cit., p. 81

17 1wission Review of the World, III, 131-33, 135-38, 358.

18 TaastA
W. R. lo Sixty-five Years in the Seminaries: A
ory of the Iﬁ%é Enx YV sovement (Now York: Inter-

Hist rSe ar
semInary Movement, I§E§I,. DP. 15.
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the Interseminary Alliance and at the second meeting in 1881
1t seat four delegates from three semimrias.19 By 1é8L all
the seminerics of the Genersl Synod were in this Allience.
In 1895 the Alliance was disbanded as such, but immediately
reconstituted as the theological commission of the Y. if. C. A.
By this tlme in addition to the General Council, the General
Synod and the Augustena Synod semineries hzd jolned the

group.zo

Robert Wilder, a 3tudent Volunteer plonecer, became
the first president of the reorganized band which is regarded
88 the forerumner of the Student Volunteer lMovement.

Under the urging of the Y. M, C. A. Dwight lMoody con-
sented to hold a summer Bible Camp in 1886.21 Two hundred
énd fifty-one students attended. For two weeks all was
quiet and regular. R. ¥Wilder then called a sscret night
meeting of those interested in foreign missions. Twenty-one
responded. They leid their plans and at a dramatic, flery
meeting inspired the entire conference so that a fever pitch
vas kept for iLhe remaining two weeks. Over one hundred
students from various denominations signed a rledge stating

that they would enter forelgn mj.sions.22

19 w. E. Hull, "American Interseminary Alliance,"
Iutheran Quarterly, XVI, 549-53.

20

Ibid..
21 .
C. P. Shedd, Two Centuries of Student Clristian
Yovements (New York: ~Assoclatlon Press, 1934), DDe -27.

22 i John R. ott
Jd. R. lott, The Addresses and Papers of =000,
Vol. l-6 (New York: A-soeiation Press, E@;” s =17«
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" By 1888 three thousend young men and women had signed
the pledge. By 1891 over five humired had seiled, and this
* vas jJust the beginning. The stated aim of the movement was

this:

To enroll volunteers in thz collsges and seaminaries in

numbers sufficient to meet all the demands made upon £§

by the foreisn missionsry agencies on this continent.
This it succeeded in doing. Volunteers fram all schools beat
upon the dcors of their respective mission societies, and
fron there beat uron the hearts of the .heathen with the
Gospel, This surge of interest was largely responsible for
the forming of the Foreign liissioaary Society to coordinate
the mission work of the denominations. Thus once again the
ldea of ccoperation and union spresd throughcut the denomina-
tioas,

The most prominent leader among the students was John R.
lott, of whom it has been said that if the World Council is
the work of any one man, it is he. Mott described his own
life thus:

Most of my life hzs been spent in helping to plant and

develop four world-wide Christian movements,  three o

which are truly ecumenical in the sense that they are

world wide and alssc have their doors open to all

Christians who ,aaknowladsg the deity of Jesus Christ and
bow down to Him =2s Lord.

23 1bia. 