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ee - @lready opened, and shall hereefter extensively 
maintain, fraternal correspondence with these brethren 
of meny climes. In thus receiving and trensnit ting 
intelligence of the progress ond success of the cause, 
and in taking sweet counsel together, we may mutually 
help to strengthen and enlarge this catholic fellow- 
ship of oneness in Christ. 

The New York State Convention of 186 approved as the primary 

object of the ¥. Mi. C. A. "the binding together of Christian   
young aicn of all denominations and the leading to the Saviour | 

of those who ere ignorant cf Him.? 

it is clear from this that the Y. M. C. A. was actually 

& seni-ecclesiastical organization with its specified goal 

the ecumenical idea of uniting the churches. This is demon- 

strated even more clearly by the resolution of the world 

convention of 1869. 

In theory and practice the Young Men's Christian 
Assoclation recognizes the essential unity of the 
Church of Christ, and is bound to extend the hand 
of fellowship, love, and sympathy to all who, in 
accordance with the Gospel, honor the Head, and who 
love the Lord Jesus, whatever their ecclesiastical 
name, or the peculiarities of their denominational 
polity. ‘The shibboleths of sects, the rules of 
Church order and discipline, the minor, gifferences 
in creeds . .. must be ignored by us. 

In accordance with the above policy the Y. i. C. A. early 

took up work among the German immigrants. This naturally 

brought them into contsct with the Lutheran Churches. In 

this instance the Lutherans held fast and refused to cooperate 

  

8 tpia., p. 72. 

9 rhid., pe 180. 

ion pent Doggett, Life of Robert McBurney (Cleveland: 
F. M. Earton, 1902), p. 98.
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with the "yt" alnost without exception holding that the minis- 

try was to be the sole agent of preaching the word 

tn the words of Sam Small, a Y¥. M. C. A. railroad 

evangelist, the Association with its 

Congregational Plymouth Rock rondbed, Episcopalian 
continuous rails, Presbyterian thraigh tickets, 
Baptist water in the boller, Methodist fire in t 
engine, and coaches for Christians of every name 

continued merrily alone until it struck a low point in its 

life during the mid-tnirties of the tweatieth century. Dur-   ing the wer yeers, however, 1t regained sone of its prestige 

doing work among the prisoners.23 There was a flare of 

interest in the Y. u. C. A. as an ecumenical possibility 
during the carly years of the twentieth century as expressed 
by a Boston pastor. 

Its threefold prosrem might well offer the basis for a 
new snd more comprehensive creed, and its secretarial 
force has alresdy become, unconsciously, a new type of 
clergy. ‘The Associstion has developed Lis own forms of 
religious instruction ené its own types of religious 
service. All that is needed apparently is to give the 
Associatign fa@mal liberty to act on its own, some 
Geclaration of imiependence which would igpack it on 
its way os.a free agent in a wider world. 

  
In spite of its decline and eclipse by other bodies, the 

Y. K. GC. A. hes contributed 2nd continues to contribute to 

SE 
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the one-world idea and the world Church approach. In 

later post-war yesrs it seems to be slipping under the con=- 

trol of the Worle Council, which largely dominates its 

thinking and approsch and much of its progrsm through inter- 

locking boards and committees. 

We may briefly examine the history of the Young Women’s 

Christian Association which began as the female counterpart 

to the ¥. M. C. A. when women entered the business and pro- 

fessicnal world. Although Williams had advocated founding 

@ ladies" association, he was a bit premature. Miss Enma 

Roberts founded a prayer group in England in 1855. This led 

to the formation of the Y. We C. a2 Although there are no 

recorded minutes of any meeting in which a resolution was 

passed to form such a group (ladies being notoriously poor 

Parliamentorians), sonewhere around 1856 the group began to 

function. The World Young Women's Clr istian Association was 

farmed in 1894. Its work was to a great degree parallel to 

the Y. M. C. A.. and its spirit wes much the same. 

Several very important youth movements grew out of the 

Y¥. Me C. A., the first of which was the American Interseminary 

Alliance (now the Interseminary Movezents in the United 

States), to.be followed in short order by the Student Volun- 

teer Movement for Foreign Missions and the Worlds" Student 
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E. Wilson, Fifty Years of Association Work among 
Young Women (ilew York: YWCA, 1916), pp. 9-1e~
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Christian Federation. Dr. Vobt terms these movements "prac- 

tice g:mes in weaving together the nations and the commun- 

tons,6 This was perhaps their greatest contribution to the 

ecumenical movement--the i:.plantetion of young men with the 

Ccumenical idea and training them to effectively propound it."" 

The first of these--the Interseminary Alliance--derived 

from a Princeton seminary student’s concern for foreign 

missions. Robert Mateer, meeting great indifference to 

missions in his own school and others as he travelled abmt 

for the ¥. M. CG. A., resolved tc remedy the defect. His 

efforts led to the formation of the Alliance for Foreign 

Missions in 1880.27 The meeting held in New Brunswick, New 

Jersey, wos the largest student religious meeting ever held 

up to that time. This meeting shaped the entire course of 

Succeeding youth conferences, orientating them around 

missicas and the outreach of the Gospel. It was described as: 

The first national meeting of .students, whether from 
colleges or seminaries, centering wholly upon the home 
mae Zorelen an oil eeeate ae of the Church and of 

The only Lutheran representative at this conference was 

Luther Kuhlman, student at Gettysburg, the General Synod 

Seminary. This Lutheran body entered wholeheartedly into 

  

16 Hogg, op. cit., p. 61 
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the Interseminary Alliance and at the second meeting in 1881 

it sent four delegates fron three seninaries.!? By 1884 a11 

the semineries af the General Synod were in this Alliance. 

Tn 1895 the Alliance was disbanded as such, but immediately 

reconstituted as the theological commission of the ¥. M. C. As 

By this tlme in addition to the General Council, the General 

Synod and the Ausustana Synod seminaries had joined the 

group.“ Robert Wilder, a Student Volunteer ploneer, became 

the first president of the reorganized band which is regarded 

4s the forerumer of the Student Volunteer Movenent. 

Under the urging of the Y. M. C. A. Dwight Moody con- 

sented to hold a summer Bible Camp in 1286.72 Two hundred 

and fifty-one students attended. For two weeks all was 

quiet and reculear. R. Wilder then called a secret night 

meeting of those interested in foreign missions. Twenty-one 

responded. ‘They laid their plans and at a dramatic, fiery 

meeting inspired the entire conference so that a fever pitch 

was kept for the remaining two weeks. Over one hundred 

students from various denominations signed a pledge stating 

that they would enter foreign missionse* 

  

19 We E. Hull » “American Interseninary Alliance," 
Lutheran Quarterly, XVI, 549-53. 

20 tyia.. 
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C. P. Shedd, Two Centuries of Student Clristian 
(New York: ~Association Press, 193k), DDe 225-27« 

22 Be . 
J. R. Mott, The Addresses and Papers of John R. Nott, 

Vol. 1-6 (New York: Association: Press, T37), » (wife 
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By 1888 three thousand young men and women had signed 

aD pledge. By 1891 over five hunired had sailed, and this 

‘was just the beginning. The stated aim of the movement was 

this: 

To enroll volunteers in ths collsges and seminaries in 
numbers sufficient to meet all the denands made upon 45 
by the foreicn missionsry agencies on this continent. 

This it succeeded in doing. Volunteers fron all schools beat 

upon the doors of their respective mission societies, and 

fron there beat upon the hearts of the heathen with the 

Gospel. This surge of interest was largely responsible for   the forming of the Foreign Missioaary Society to coordinate 

the mission work of the denominations. ‘Thus once again the 

idea of cooperation and union spresd throughout the denomina- 

tioas. 

The most prominent leader among the students was John R. 

Mott, of whom it has been said that if the World Council is 

the work of any one man, it is he. Mott described his ow 

life thus: 

Most of my life has been spent in helping to plant and 
develop four world-wide Christian movenents,. three ¢& 
which are truly ecumenical in the sense that they are 
world wide and also have their doors open to all 
Christians wko acknowledge the deity of Jesus Christ and 
bow down to Him as Lord. 

  

23 Ibid. 

2h iiott, op. cite, VI, 439«  
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Mott won the Nobel Peace Prize in 1946 as a result of his 

ecumenical labors, having presided over one hunired and two 

international ecclesiastical gatherings .”? lio other ecumeni- 

cal leader has piled up the achievements to come close to 

matching Mott. while he has been very active in the church 

scene, his theology leaves something to be desired for the 

conservative mind, ®s, for. instance, he accepts the validity 

of non-Christian relicions inesmuch as each contains sane 

measure of trutheoe 

With Mott at Lis helm the Student Volunteer Movenat 

branched out and created new groups throughout the world. 

This led to the formation of the j/arld Student Christian 

Federation in 1895. ‘The spirit of this group also was one 

of "Unite?" in it the young men who were to become ecumeni- 

cal leaders received their training and inspiration. To men- 

tion only a few: Dr. Cavert, Dr. Visser't Hooft, Dr. Koo, 

liiss Rouso, Pr. Latourette, Archbishop Temple, end many 

others.7/. In fact, almost every ecumenical leader went 

through the student movement ranks before gaining prominence. 

Tissington Tatlow, himself a product of the student groups, 

can write, "Lhe Student Moveneat is not only a thrilling 

Seer 

25 Ipid., Appendix, p. 60h. 

26 Thid., pp. 310-21. 
27 i of Cooperation G. M. Fischer, John R. Hott Architect of soo 

and Unity (New York: Association Press, 1952), PPe 80-10k. 
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story but also a vivid illustration of the way in which the 

stuimt moverents fostered ecumenicism."=° 

The lutheran Churches of America have taken a great 

interest in these student movenents and have been active in 

fost of tiem. The General Synod and Generali Cancil as we 

have slreudy seen were in the Interseminary Alliance. ‘The 

Augustana Synod joined in the Student Volunteer Movement in 

1898 and sent four delegates to the conventions, while the 

General Synoi snd Genersl Council sent two each, and the 

Lutheran Free Church one.*9 They have continued to be active 

in them until the present. ‘The National Lutheran Council 

through its Lutheran Student Association holds six seats on 

the executive council of the United Student Christian Council, 

the Organization which has taken over all the youth movenats 

at the instication of the World Council.” When the Evangel=- 

ical Lutheran Church was formed in 1917, the merging bodies 

accepted this statement cf the Hauge Synod, which was also 

affiliated with the student groups: 

We do not regard it as cooperation or unionism to par- . 
ticipate in such movenents, which, while they sre in- 
dubitably of-a religious nature, but embrace the whole 
Ciristian Church as, for example, the ecumenical 
missionary conference, Student Volunteer movement, and 
the World's Student Christian Federation, and the 

  

28 : see Mu T. Tatlow, The Story of the Student Ciristian Movement 
of Britein and Ireland (London, SCM Press, 1933), De 133~ 

29 The Student Missionary Appeal (New York: SVMFM, 1898), 
Dp. 541-46. , 

30 » Rossmann, Houmsnical Student Workbook (New York: 
The United Student Christian Council, 1949), Pp. 108. 
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Laymen's Missionary Movenents. We consider these 
religious movements more in the nature of practical 
age scetivities of a purely churchly 

The effect that this affiliation hss had upon Lutheran youths 

may be seen fron the answers given to a questionnaire cir- 

culated at the ecumenical youth conference in Lawrence, 

Kanses, in 1949, asking about intercomunion. One Lutheran 

student answered, "I huve taken Roman Catholic and many 

different Protestant comaunions while I was in the army. 

If we could do it there, why can't we here?" Another ven- 

tured, "There could be a composite service for all without 

breaking the faith."22 

The conservative Lutheran wdies opposed these student 

movements vigorously, characterizing them as unionistic 

bodies and anathema to the true Christian. The Synodical 

Conference or ganized its lows youth program partly to com- 

pete with the student movenents of the ecumenical bent. 

The youth movements of the warld have now been taken 

Over by the World Council and are directed by a commission 

of that body which arranges world-wide conferences, such as 

that at Oslo, 1947, and Kottyam, Travancore, India, 1952-3, 

cine 

hg. Ay 0s Preus, Jr., What Stends Between (n. pe: 
1949), p. 21. a 

Rossmann, op. cit., p. 26. 

33 Freus, op. cit., ppe 20-22.


