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e s o 8lrezdy opened, and shall hereafter extensively
malntain, froteraal correspondence with these bretiren
of maeny climes. In thus recelving snd trensuitting
intelligence of the progress and success of the cause,
and in tatins sweet counsel together, we may mutually
help to strengthen and enlgrge this catholic fellow-
ship of oneness in Christ.

The New York State Convention of 186 approved as the primary
object of the ¥, 1, C. 4. "the binding together of Christian
young men of all denominations and the leading to the Saviour
of those who ere ignorant cf Him.g

It is clear from this that the Y. M. C. A. vias actuelly
& seni-ecolesiastical organizatloa with its specified goal
the ecumenical idez of uniting the churches. This is demon-
strated even rore clearly by the resolution of the world
convention of 1869.

In theory and practice the Young lMen's Christian

ﬂpsociation reccognizes the essential unity of the

Church of Christ, and is bound to extend the hand

of fellowship, love, and sympathy to all who, in

accordance with the Gospel, honor the Head, and who

love the Lord Jesus, whatever their ecclesiastical

name, or the peoculiarities of their denominational

polity. The shibboleths of sects, the rules of

Church order and discipline, the minor181rferences

in creceds . . . must be ignored by us.
In accordance with the above policy the Y. 7. C. A. early
took up work among the German immigrants. This naturally
brought them into coatuct with the Lutheran Churches. In

this instsnce the Lutherzns held fast and refused to cooperate

& Ivida., p. 72.
? Inida,, p. 180.

10 1. 1. Doggett, Life of Robert lcBurney (Cleveland:
F. . Barton, 1902), p. 98.
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with the "Y" almost without exzception holdinz that the minis-
try was to be the sole agent of preaching the word.'u'
In Ghe words of Sem Small, a Y. !l. C. A. railroad
evangellist, the Association with its
Congregational Plymouth Roeck rosdbed, Episcopalian
cont inuous rails, Presbyterian thraigh tickets,
Baptist water in the boller, Methodist fire in t©
englne, and coaches for Christians of every name
cont inued merrily alonz until it struck a low point in its
life durlng the mid-tnirties of the twentieth eentury. Dur-
ing the war yeurs, however, 1t regainéd some of its prestige
doing work among the ,:':riaoners.ls There was a flare of
interest in the Y. 1. C. A. as an ecumenical possibility
during the carly years of the twentleth century as expressed
by a Boston pastor.
Its threefold pror-rsm might well offer the basis for a
new ond more comprehensive cresed, and its secretarial
force has alrea2dy become, unconseciously, a new type of
clergy. The Associstion has developed its own forms of
religious ins truction uné its own types of religlous
service. All that 1= needed apparently is to give the
Asgoclatign farm=l liberty to act on its own, some

declaratioa of independence which would lﬂt‘“’h it on
its way as.a free agent in a wider world.

In spite of its deocline and eclipse by other bodles, the

Y. ¥, C. A, hus contributed and conbtinues to contribute to

11 Hopkins, op. oit., p. 222.

12 Kongnlv Bulletiln of &he yMCA, Vol. XIII (March, 1886),
p. 3.

13 : : - (Rock Island:
E. R. Ber e
Augustana Book coﬁéern, E%M»i. Pe %t.

14 Hopkins, op. cit., b« 529.
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the one-vorld idea end the world Church approach. In

later post-viar yesrs it seems to be slipping under the con-
trol of the wWorla Council, which largely dominates its
thinking and approzch and mueh of its progr:zm through inter-
locking boards 2and committees.

Vie may briefly examine the history of the Young Women's
Christian Assoclation which bezan as the femnls counterpart
to the Y. i. C. A. when women entered the business and pro-
fessicral world. Although Williams had advocated founding
@ ledies' association, he vwas a bit premature. Miss Emma
Roberts founded a prayer group in England in 1855. This led
to the formation of the ¥, W. C. A.15 Althaugh there are no
recorded minutes of any meeting in which a resolution was
passed to form such a group (ladies being notoriously poor
rarliamcntorians), sanewhere around 185§ the group began to
function. The World Toung Womsn®s clr istian Association was
farmed in 1894. Its vork was to a great degree parallel to
the Y. M. C. A.,mand its spirit wes much the same.

Several very importznt youth movements grew out of the
Y. k. C. 4., the first of which was the American Interseminary
Alliance (now the Interseminary Movements in the United
States), to.be followed in short order by the Student Volun-

teer liovement for Foreign lilssions and the Worlds' Studeat

15 .
E. Wilson, Fifty Years of Association Varx among
Young Women (ilew Yorik: YWCA, 1916], pp. 9-12.
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Christian Federaticn. Dr. Jotb terms these movemonts "prac—
tice games in weaving topether the nations and the commun=-

1ons,16

This was perhaps their greatest contribution to the
ecumenical movement--the i..plantetica of young men with the
ecumenical jdes and training them to effectively propound it."
The Tirat of these--the Interseminary Allisnce--derived
from a Princeton seminary student's concern for foreign
amissionz. Robert Yateer, meeting great indifference to
missions in his own school and others as he travelled about
for the ¥, M. C. A., resolved tc remedy the defect. IHis
efforts led to the formation of the Alliance for Foreign
Mlssions in 1880.17 The meeting held in New Brunswick, New
dersey, wns the largest student religious meeting ever held
up to that time. This moeting shaped the entire course of
Succeeding youth conferences, orientating them around
missicas and the outresch of the Gospel. It was described as:
The first national meeting of .students, whether from
colleges or seminaries, ceatering wholly upon the home
:i‘;g ggﬁ'g&ig zn:gaqsé.gﬁ:;éegl:ﬁgations of the Church and of
The oniy Lutheran representative at this conference was
Luther Kuhlman, studeat at Gettysburg, the General Symod

seminary. This Lutheran body entered wholeheartedly into

16 Hogg, op. cit., p. 81

17 1wission Review of the World, III, 131-33, 135-38, 358.

18 TaastA
W. R. lo Sixty-five Years in the Seminaries: A
ory of the Iﬁ%é Enx YV sovement (Now York: Inter-

Hist rSe ar
semInary Movement, I§E§I,. DP. 15.
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the Interseminary Alliance and at the second meeting in 1881
1t seat four delegates from three semimrias.19 By 1é8L all
the seminerics of the Genersl Synod were in this Allience.
In 1895 the Alliance was disbanded as such, but immediately
reconstituted as the theological commission of the Y. if. C. A.
By this tlme in addition to the General Council, the General
Synod and the Augustena Synod semineries hzd jolned the

group.zo

Robert Wilder, a 3tudent Volunteer plonecer, became
the first president of the reorganized band which is regarded
88 the forerumner of the Student Volunteer lMovement.

Under the urging of the Y. M, C. A. Dwight lMoody con-
sented to hold a summer Bible Camp in 1886.21 Two hundred
énd fifty-one students attended. For two weeks all was
quiet and regular. R. ¥Wilder then called a sscret night
meeting of those interested in foreign missions. Twenty-one
responded. They leid their plans and at a dramatic, flery
meeting inspired the entire conference so that a fever pitch
vas kept for iLhe remaining two weeks. Over one hundred
students from various denominations signed a rledge stating

that they would enter forelgn mj.sions.22

19 w. E. Hull, "American Interseminary Alliance,"
Iutheran Quarterly, XVI, 549-53.

20

Ibid..
21 .
C. P. Shedd, Two Centuries of Student Clristian
Yovements (New York: ~Assoclatlon Press, 1934), DDe -27.

22 i John R. ott
Jd. R. lott, The Addresses and Papers of =000,
Vol. l-6 (New York: A-soeiation Press, E@;” s =17«
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" By 1888 three thousend young men and women had signed
the pledge. By 1891 over five humired had seiled, and this
* vas jJust the beginning. The stated aim of the movement was

this:

To enroll volunteers in thz collsges and seaminaries in

numbers sufficient to meet all the demands made upon £§

by the foreisn missionsry agencies on this continent.
This it succeeded in doing. Volunteers fram all schools beat
upon the dcors of their respective mission societies, and
fron there beat uron the hearts of the .heathen with the
Gospel, This surge of interest was largely responsible for
the forming of the Foreign liissioaary Society to coordinate
the mission work of the denominations. Thus once again the
ldea of ccoperation and union spresd throughcut the denomina-
tioas,

The most prominent leader among the students was John R.
lott, of whom it has been said that if the World Council is
the work of any one man, it is he. Mott described his own
life thus:

Most of my life hzs been spent in helping to plant and

develop four world-wide Christian movements,  three o

which are truly ecumenical in the sense that they are

world wide and alssc have their doors open to all

Christians who ,aaknowladsg the deity of Jesus Christ and
bow down to Him =2s Lord.

23 1bia. ,
2h Hott, op. eit., VI, 439.
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Mott won the liobel Peace Prize in 1946 as a result of his
écumenical labors, havicg presided over one hunired and two
interaational ecelesiastical i.;a'bherings.% Ho other ecumeni-
cal lesder has piled up the achievemeants to come close to
matehing ilott. wWhile he has been very active in the church
Scene, his theology leaves something to be desired for the
conservetive mind, #s, for instance, he accepts the validity
of non-Christian relizions inssmuch as each contains some
measure of truth.26

With liott at lts helm the Student Volunteer ifovement
branched out and created new groups throughout the world.
This led to the formation of the Warld Student Christian
Federation in 1895. The spirit of this group also was one
of "Unitel!" In it the young men who were to become ecumeni-
cal leaders received their training and inspiration. To men-
tion only a few: Dr. Cavert, Dr. Visser't Hooft, Dr. Koo,
lilss Rouso, Ir. Latourette, Archbishop Temple, and many
obhers.27. In fact, almost every ecumenical leader went
through the student movemert ranks before gaining prominence.
Tissington Tatlow, himself a product of the student groups,
can write, "The Student ioveneat is not only a thrilling

25 Ibid., Appendix, p. 604.
26 Ibid., pp. 310-21.

&l 1 of Cooperation
G. M. Fischer, John R. liott Architeoct of
and Unity (New York: ’Association Press, 1G52), PPe EO-IOE.
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story but also a vivid illustration of the vay in which the
stude1 t movenents fostered ecumezz.i.eism.“zs

The Iubtheran Churches of Amerlca have taken a great
interest in these student movements end have been active in
most of tiem. The Ceneral Synod and General Camncil as we
have nlreudy seen we'e in the Interseminary Alliance. Tke
Auzustana Synod joined in the Student Volunteer Movement in
1898 and sent four delegates to Lhe conventions, while the
General Synol snd Genersl Council sent two each, and the
Lutheran Free Church one.2Y They have continued to be active
in them until the present. The Wational Lutheran Counecil
through its Lutheran “tudent Association holds six seats on
the executive council of the United Student Christian Counecil,
the organi_zatiun which has taken orer all the youth movemen ts
at the instization of the World council.3° When the Evangel-
ical Lutheran Church wes formed in 1917, the merging bodles
accepted this statement cf the Hauge Synod, whieh' was also
affiliated with the student groups:

We do not regard .it as cooperation or unionism to par- .

ticipate in such movenents, which, while they are in-

dubitably of a relizious nature, but embrace the whole

aristian Church as, for example, the ecumenical

misslonary conference, Student Volunteer movement, and
the Vorld's Student Christian Federation, and the

28 : . a : M
T. Tatlow, The Story of the Student Clristian liovement
of Britain and Ireland (London, SCH Press, 1933), De 133.

:i %g Student lMissionary Appeal (New York: SVMFM, 1898),
pp' 5 T, e n

30 P. Rossmamn, “oumenical Student Workbook (New York:
The United Student Christian Councll, 1949), P. 108.
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lLaymen's Jissionary lovenents. e conzlder these

religious movements more in the nature of practical

Sﬂﬁﬁﬁéﬁﬁ_ﬁl"‘m“ activivles of a purely churchly
The effect that this affilistion hss had upon Lutheran youths
may be seen fro: the answers given to a2 questionnaire cir-
culated at h'he ecumenlcal youth conference in Lawrence,
Kanses, in 1949, asking about intercommunion. One Lutheran
student answered, "I huve taken Roman Catholic and many '
different Protestant communions while I was in the army.

If we could do it there, why can't we here?" Another ven-
tured, "Therc could be a composite service for all without
breeking the faith."3?

The conservative Lutheran wdies opposed these student
hovements vigorously, characterizing them as unionistic
bodies and anathema to the true Ciristian.’> The Synodical
Conference organized its .own you th progi'am partly to com-
pete with the student movenents of tke ecunenical bent.

The youth movements of the warld have now' been taken
over by the Warld Council and are dirccted by a commission
of that body which arranges world-wide qpnferences, such as

that at Oslo, 1947, and Xottyam, Travancore, India, 1952-3,

31 J. A. 0. Preus, Jr., What Stends Between (n. p.:
19’*9" p. 2?-. H

2 Rossmann, op. cit., p. 28.
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Freus, op. ecit., pp. 20-22.




