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CHAPTIR I

THE ORECON TERRITORY

Bastward T zo only by force; but westward

I 0 fP6Ce o o o » Let me live whore I will,
on this side is the clty, on that the wilde
erncss, and over I am ]onvinu the city more
and mors and withdrawing into the wilder-
nesss I uLoulu not lay ‘so much stress on
this fact if I did not believe that some
thing like this 1s the provalling tevduncv
of my countrymole. I must walk toward Oro-
gon, and not toward Zuropce.

Henry David Thoroaul

It is not likely that Thoresu, as ho walked bsside his
Walden Pond, envislonod even slichtly the final fulfillment

of his countrymecns! westward tendencies, for today, some

one hundrsd odd years later, the plcture 1s still a devel=-

oping ones The Pacific FHorthwest is not tho wildernoss
of Thorecau, but noither is it tho teoming bustle of an
eastorn metropolitan arnea. John Gunthert's study of the
United Sintes makes the following summary of the areas

op and Washinstonw=-with Idaho as a sort of
tm=mis the spl 1did open world of the
out, whirha means theo world off tha Columbia
Rivcr basin. Roses at Christmas, salmon that
elimb ladders, the greatesat tlmber stands in the
nation, psrsonelitics like Wayne liorse and Dave
Beclk, the tall tales of Paul Bumyan, spaclous
and naximal issucs like public power, whaat
Piglds that look painted by Van Cogh, and mors
aocicl energy, mor: social vision than in any

D¢ Voto, Bernard, The Yoar of Declsion (Boston:
Little, Brown, & GCos, 1943), Pe le
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comparable replon in the country--those are

aomo"d1§t1n3uisginn charactoristics of Orcgon

and Yashingtone
The Northwost today is an arca of contrasﬁn, growing c¢ltica
and expanding rural reclamation, progressive institutlons
of higher lzarning and lax elemantarj oducational facilities,
radical inclinations among an usually stable consarvatism,
Buti above all this is the predominant factor=-ecver-incrcas-
ing growthe

The Lutheran Churche=ligsouri Synod has grown with
the ragion. Wot quite sixity years aso a group of their

clerzymen bound themselves together into 2 district to

further the work of the church in the llorthwest, As the
arsa has grown and moved Torward, so the Horthwest District

has expanded and dsveloped, + It 1s the purpose of this
study to chronlele the events which have brought the Luthore
an Church--iilssourl Synod in the Northwest to its present

position. Thils story, like every study of the West, finds
1ts boginnings in the Bast end 1ts futurse in the continued
blessings of ths pracious God who has bestowed so much on
the labors of the men who followed the satting sune

In 1739 a lusty rcpublic was launching out on its
carcer, The maln 1m§ulse of this cnorzy was westwarde-
ever wostward. Ané yol, as the frontier pushoeé into the

roliinz hills of Ohio=-a distant West Tor the majority

2 York: H 2
Gunthor, John, Inside U, S. A, (Now York: Harper
Brothors, 1947), pe. C5.
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of the nsw countrymone-already the commerciel minds of
New England wore layins the foundation for a Wost that
oven the moat sterry-oyod did not droom of. Doston
mereiiants woere detormined to trade wlth the Orlent. The
Oricntals weore esgzer to cbitain furs; the northwest coast
of Amorica was a natural supply ground. It was a simgle
matter to buy pelis from the Indiens of the Horthwest;
ship thom to China, and bring home teas and silks,

In just such a line of business the Yankee captaln,

Robert Gray, chanced upon the entrance of a mighty rivor

rg

on the upper Pacific coast, which he namnd after his

ship, the Columhia, theoreby giving the United States

a2 claim to the sntire territory drainecd by its waters.d

Alroady in the eilzhteenth century Spain, Russia, Franco,

and CGreat PBritain had set forth vague claims to the

Orazon country. With the acguisition in 1303 of the
Loulslanna Terrlitory by President Jeflerson's diplomatic
maneuvering, the opportunity for a more solid exploration
of the Oreron claim pressnted itsclf. In 1804 the Lewis
and Clark Txpodltion traveled the length of the Missouri
River, crossed the Great Divide, and explored the Columbile
valleye. Shortly after that expedition, the New York

Tfinancior, John Jacob Astor, sot up his American Fur

3Pipcr, Bdgar B., "Oregon”, Encyclopedia Britannies,
XVI (1951), 880,
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Company with a trading post at the mouth of the Columbia,
whlch was called Astoria.

At about the same time an Bnglishman, Vancouver,
thoroughly oxplored Puget Sound, giving names ©to many
geographical featurcs which have remained to this day.h
However, the Hudson Bay Company in 1ts westward movement
discouramed any sottloment of the area in the Columbia
Basln, hopinz to maintain the region as a permancnt
geme prescrve for its trade, 3By 1818 the northwestern
border of our country had hacome a matter of disputo
with Great Bristain, and in the Anglo-imerican Convention
of that ysar, an azresmsnt was roached establishinz the
forty-ninth parellel as tho northern boundary of the

5

United States as far west as the Rockles. Provision
was made at the same time for a Jjoint occupation of the
Orcgon country for ton years. Actually, thia latter
arrangement gavo the represontatives of the Hudson Bay
Company control of the reglon. When this agrcement was
renewsd in 1827 for an indetermined period, the only

provision for cvontual American occupatlion was a clause

Outline Szries (1946

1513;;1::1:9.(:1’1, Herman J., "Waahington", Encyclopedia

Britannica, XXIII {1951), 390.

“Krout, John A.i "Tnited States to 188657, Collogme
» Poe 113-
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granting cithor nation the right to terminate the agroe-
nent by civing a year's noticoe.

Alrcady American interasts in tha valley were
expandinse While prior to 1330 the contact of ths Ualted
States with the territory was limited to the visits of
trappera and braders, during the next two decadss a flow

of mizration homan. In the main this was prompted by the

propazanda of enthuslasts like Hall J. Kelly, who had

f

organized a soclety Cfor the settlemant of the territory,
and the trail breaking of Nathaniel Wyeth, who in 1832
and again in 1330 had proved the precticability of a

wagon roube to the arez. This steady stream of immi-

-

grants, which reached considerable proportions in 1843,
gave rise to the domands of the extremists that the
United States acquire all of Orezons The slogan, "Fifty-
four Torty or fightl," was a refersnce to the northern
boundary of the territory.

Iin 18&5 the human rivulet Tollowlng the Oregon Trall
rosc to a broad stream. More than three thousand people
camc into the Willamette Valley alone. This mass movemeont
made Orecgon an American community, doing as much as
diplomacy to securs 1t for the United States. ULighteen=-
forty-six was the yoar of decisione. As Bernard De Voto
comments in his book?

The nation began the year in crisls. It was

e erisis in forel:n reletions. The Unlted
States was facing the possibility of two wars-—-
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with Groat Britain and with Mexico. But these

foreign dangers had ariscn out of purely domestic

energiese They involved our history, or geo=-

graphy, our social‘ipstitutions, and something 6

that must ‘be called both a tradition and a dream.
After much diplomatic maneuvering, conflict was avoided
and a peaccable settlement was reached, fixing the
boundary at the forty-ninth parallel. In 1848 the entire
area of the Northwoat (Oreson, Washington, Idaho, and
parts of -Montana and Wyoming) was given territorial
ata%us.7

Missionary activities among the Indians in the
Pacific liorthwest had bean undartakon in the earliasst
days. Alrecady in 1798 a Georman, Baron August von
Schirnding, proposed the establishment of a Christian
mission on the Pacific Worthwest coast.8 His plan never
materielized, but projects of a similar natare arosse from
time to time, The Lewls end Clark Expoedition had made a
strong Almpression on the Indians in the Pacific Northwest,
religiously speakingz, and this Impresslon had been

strengthencd by tholr assoclations with the trappers,

600 Toto, OPs cites D o
7P5.Pe!', ‘%’-i A_g_j.._tl.' p. 686.

SWinther, Csuar, The Great Northwest (Wew York:
A, A, Knopf, 1947), Pe 113, TR

M eI T apmn e ———
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mowntalin msn, and fur traders. Christianity was Pirat
introduced amons the Mlathead Indlans sometime botween
1912 and 1820 by a wendsrin: band of Iroquois from a
mission near lontreal, Cenadas, Thelr chief, Big Ignace,
was a zealous tocacher of the Catholie fnith.g

The first relizious influcncs, however, did not come
from missionarics. Amonsz the employees of the Hudson Bay
Company were Presbytorians and Episcopalians, who cone
dusted seorvices for boith the trappers and the Indians, At
Fort Walla Yalla, Pierrc Pambrun, chile? trador, gave
Catholic insiructions., Indien teachers, like Spokane
Garry, trained at the Red River Sottlement under the
sponsorahip of the Hudson Bay Company, held services and

istorical Cnﬁochism.lo

[

tauzht the Uinor I
In tho moantimo, the missionary noods of the lorth-
rest were not forgotton on the Atlantlc Coaste In 1310~
1811, plans for a mission projecet in the Pacific Horthwest
were being formulated at Andover Theologicel Seminary.l
During the same years, the American BDoard of Commissioners

for Foreign iiissions was formed, This board ropresented

9%ullor, Ccorge T 1 £ & Torthe-
s Cecorge W., A History of the Pacifilc INorth
wost (Mow York: A. A. Knopf, I§§I;, De 125

10151d., pe 12k
1lpinthor, ope clte, Pe 1136
PRITZLAFF MEMORIAL LIBRARY

CONCORDIA SEMINARY
ST. LOUIS, NO.

- T AR R TERRREmhe
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the Presbyterlan, Consrosetional, and Duteh Reformed
Churches, using Boston as 1ts home offico, Separate
misslon socloties were also being formed. The Baptist
soclety orisinated in 1013 and the Methodist Board in
1819, Both these proups wero to oxort an effort in the
missionizing of the Northweste

In 1319 the 2merican Boerd dispatched its first
mlssionariss to the Hawaiian Islands. A mission was

12 Because of ths numerous maritime

established in 1920.
contacls hetwean the Islands and the Pacific northwest

coast, thesc misslonarlies suggestnad to the Doard that the

e

Paciflc northwest mizht be sultable location for mission
worke. In rosponse to this, the Board, under iits Prudone
tial Commitiee, sont Reve J. S. Groen from Hewall to the
northwost coast on a tour of rcconaissance. OCresn dicén't
land, Bubt he Investizated the ports and suzszest:d that a
mission be zstablished neer the mouth or lower part of
the Columbia River. IHowever, the Board delayad action
on (Groon's proposa1.13
Mothodist lay mlssionarics were among the first to

g0 west to work amon; the nativses. It 1s not unusual

127513., pe 113,
13Ibi.do. De 11’-!-.

L ————

N L ——




9
then, that we would £ind thom among the first agricultural
settloments in the Willamette Valley. Whilo thelr labors
were in the main amonz ths settlers, novertheless theilr
Influence was no doubt valuable. The first direct move
to establish missions in Oregon was made by the Hethodist
Misslonary Sociaty. Their interest in missionizing this
arca came about in a rather unusual waye & delegation of
ez Perce and I"lathead Indians had come to St., Louis to
sea General Clark of oxpeditlion fame. They had only a
slizht knowledpe of Chriatianity, wore attracted by it,
and sousht out Clarlk for further Information. The story
became hirhly imaginative and sentimentalized through

retellinz, but the resuli was a wide cireulation throuch

the pages of the Methodist magazine, The Christian
Advocates Shortly after this the Mission Board announced
the appointment of Jason Lee to be their missionary to
the Flatheads, Thus, Jason Lee and his nephew Denilel,
together with two ley assistants, left Ste Louls iIn
April, 133k, by boat.lh Arrivinzg in sarly autumn, Dr.
leLouzhlin, the longtime and famed ruling repressntative

of the Hudson Bay Company, advised thom to settle in the

Willamette Valley, whers the Indlans were friendlier, thus

keoping them out of his territory north of the Columbia

hrpia., pe 115,
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River, Unfortunatnly, this move also kept thom Crom
serving the Wes Perce and the Flatheads. Lec established
& mission in French Prainrie late in 183l. Subsecguently,
branch misclions wore sot up at The Dalles and Fort Nis-
qually.lb

The work was difficult from the boginning, and the
results ssomed useless, The adult Indians wore hopeless,
but Loo held out hope for the children, who began attend-
ing his mission school. In an endsavor to rcach an even
wider group, he sent pleas to thes Boerd to provide roine
forcements, They reaponded in 1837 by sending twenty
more workers. The next year Leo returned to the &States
to recruii additvional laborers and at the samo time to
generats Intorest in migrntion.16 These relnforcasmaonts
mark a turning point in the work of thc mission. As the
addltlon of more sottlers dbrought attention to sscular
concoerns, the interest in missionary work dwindled,
The Board, rsalizing this prevailing attltude, rsplased
the Lees with Rev. George Gary, who attempted to dise
associats the mission from much of 1ts seoculaer activities,
However, the mission was lmown from this time on as the

nucleus of the Americen colonization, and it became the

mecca for all those later pilgrims to whemlths name

1SIbido 9 Do 115.

161".'1_1)6!" ODe 2_!-;'-'-... Pe 887.
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Willamettc Valley boeamo synonymous with Oregons

Almost simultancously with the MHethodist lilssion
Board, the American Board was stirred to action. The Rev,
Samuel Parker of Middleficld, liassachusetts, was apnroached
for such a mission in 1833, but circumstances prevented his
two associatos and himself from gotting to St. Louils until
the next yoare They had planned to cross the plains with
a caravan, but 1t had left six weeks prior to: thelr
arrival. Traveling part way along tho trail west,
Parker left his associates to work among tho Pawnecs,
while he roturncd cast to look for additional workers.
During tho fall and winter of 183h-35, he held missionary
meotinge in western New York, It was on this tour thet
he met and became acquainted with Marcus Whitman and
Narcissa Prontiss, later to bescome Whitman's wife., In a
study of these two misslonaries, i, Trinklein quotes:

Althoush Parker did not realize the full signifi=-

cancc of the drama then iIn 1ts preliminary stages,

we now both know that one of his greatest services

to the causs of bota church and state was to find

g?gg;nf¥$ characters and to- interest them in 01d
In 1836 Whitman arrived in tho territory, establishing a

mission at Waiilatpu (nesr present Walla Walla)es Thus,

17 ' x .
~ . Trinkleln, liichaecl Missionari Endeavors of Marcus
¥Whitman (Uhpubli;had Bachglor s Thosis, concorais sominary,

St. Louis, 1955), no pase.
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the first Chrilstian missionary work amonz the Indlans in
the Washington esrea was begune The unfortunate massacre
of Whitman and his group eleven yoars lator brouzht an
oend to this Tirst phase of work in that reglon.

In 1338 two Roman Catholic pricsts arrived to serve
not only the Indians, but particularly the French=Canadlan
fur traders in this region. Fathers Blanchet and Demers
set up their first mission on the Cowlitz Rivor. Father
Blanchot was later elevated to the bishopric of Walla
'.'a'alla.l3 Some Individuals have suspected the condeanvors
of these mon as contributing factors in the Whitman
massacre, bubt this stalemeont is without proofe Rivalry
did exist, to bo sure, but missionericss, no matter what
donomination, were an important part in the settling of
this country. They were the vanguard of the western
noveniente

At tho same time as these efforts were belng exerted
in Orogon and Washington, the area of what 1s today Idaho
was beinz opened to the Gospol, In 1836 the American
Board sont Rev. i, Spaulding into that territory. Ho sot
up a school for the Indians nesr prescnt-=day Lowlston.

Here also the first printing press In the Oregon Terrltory

Byinther, op. cltes Ds 119
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was found, and on 1% & primer, hyanbook, and Gospel of

fatthew in the Wez Perece lenguage was produced.? In 182

Father DeSmet, a Jesult who had worked in the Washington

territory for the previous two years, ostablished a mission

among the Cocwr d'Alene Indlans. Limited immipration, due

To tha unfavorable agricultural conditions, hindsred tho

expension of mission work in this area.’

As has been alroady noted, Germany had an interest in
mlssionizing the Pacific Northwest already in tho eighteenth

contury, An attompt to bring fruition out of these verbal

efforts was tried by the Barmen lission Instituts. This
was a nonconfessional group in Germany whose deaign was
o establish missions among the American Indlans, and in
& sccondary way, H0o scrve the Germans occupying the

ad jacent Serrltorios. 20 They advised thelr mlsslonaries
to rvemain ececlesiastically indopendent, joining neither
the Tutheran nor the Reformasd groups. P. Heyer and

T, Niess were sont in 1335 as missionariss to the Orsgon
Territory. MNicss bocome sick, causing a delay 1in St,.
Louis, and Heyer then accepted = call to serve a Cerman

econgrezation noar St. Charles, issouri. A substltute,

19c0oren, William ©., and Byron Defenbach, "Idaho,”
Encyclopedia Britannica, XII (1951), 6l.

205chnoider, Ge Ee, The Georman Church on the American
Fronticr (St. Louils: Zden Publishing House, 1939)s Ds D3e
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Le Nollau, was sent to replace Heyer with instructions to
work amongs the Flatheoad tribes in Orecon. However, just
a8 they wore to sot out, liless took slck asain and died.
Je HithlhBussr was sent to join Nullau and procccd with
the project., When he established himself in the Rast,
aowever, the DBarmen Mission Institute decided to abandon
the entire projoct and requestad Nollau to return to lNew
York. It is interesting to note that thoir abandonmont
of ‘thils endeavor was baszd upon the conclusion that the
current Saxon imulsration under Stephen would take care
of this wostorn mission work.al The Barmen Institute did
finally sucecoed in placing ons of its mon on the Pacific
Comst, vhen in 1849 H. Kroh moved to California with the
ldea of establishing the Reformed Church on the wost coast.

At the time these endeavors of the Barmsn group wers
meeting such obstacles, a wave of Germen immipration to the
Orcpon district begen. While tho oxaet number 1s unknown,
it is obvious that the familieos which had pushed the
frontier steadily westwerd wero reappecering in the valley

a2 Among the Gormans

of the Columbia to found a now state.
who came into the territory we sece Henry L. Yesler, who

founded Socatitle in 1852, constructing a sawmill at that

2l1h1d., pe 56.

23Faust Albert B.,, The German Elemont in the United
Stotes (New Yorl:s The Stouben Socloty of America, 1927)s
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Place. While Olympla was the first Americen settlcment
in the Washington territory (1845), it was the efforts of
Yesler and cother Gesrman settlers which brought the incroase
to the arca. It was obvious that the time was ripe for
work among the Germen Tuthorans in this new zcquisition of

the United

- -
Cav

2
o®

And yeo

ci

1t was the work of another CGCerman, from the

‘h

2
Grand Duchy of Baden, Captaln John A. Sutter, which
inadvertently turned the course of Pacific developmant,

As late as 18L6, there was no dependable, detailed map of
Californie in existence. A direct path to Celifornia was
unimown untll Fremont's party of 1Bh3 wandered by aeccident
down there from Oregon, and while such books as Hastings'

Ihe Emizrantst Guide o Oregon and Galiforn1a23 were being

circulated, the California section was minimized. In fact,
thore were from slxz to scven thousand Amerlcans in Oregon
in 1815, while only some eight humndred in Galifornia.ah
This, however, did not deter the expanslonist polielos of
the American diplomats at this timc from sceking also the
acquisition of California. The valuc of this posacsssion
becams most avident when Captain Sutter decided to expand

the capacity of his mill by deepcning the mill racece Thus

23pe Voto, op cites pe 43.
2irpid., pe L9e
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it was, as Da Voto puts 1% in his book:

On that HMonday morning lMarshall turned the water
out of the tall race as usual, and toward mlde
afternoon zot down into it .to see how much progrcas
had been madse. Not much, for they were down to bede
rocks A few inechos of water covered the granite
shelf.s larshall saw something shégy under that
water. e stooped to pick it up,.

The Gold rush had begunl

Ths eff'cet of this on the Oregon territory was almost

disastrous. The lurc of quick wcalth dr:w many scttleras

away {rom the Northwest., In an affort to cheek thls mass

deperture, Congrass in 1850 pesaed the Donation Land Act.

This provided that cvery male inhabitant who had settled in ;
Oragon before the flrst of Dscember, 1850, should reccive
320 acr:s of land, and a similar amount Tor his wifej each
male sattlor dating from December 1, 1850, to December 1,
1853, should raceive 160 acrss of land and an equal amount
in addition if he wore married, The one condition imposed

4
upon these settlers was that they should remain four-yaars.ao
Over alght thousand resistered under this Land Act. This
creatod a wolleto-do land-rich class of settlers who ro= '
malined permanentlys. Thus Portland and surroundlng area

doveloped & stablo settloment, among which wore a number of

German Lutherans. The time had come for Lubthoran work to

move westward with the destiny of ths country.

251b1d., pe 352
26Faust, Loce. clt.



CHAPTER II
HASTEN PORTI TO OREGON

laston Tforth, 0 swift Evangel
iasten on to Orcgzon.

tWaken men in spirit mortal

With the tldings of God's Son.
llasten forth, belowv'!d, haste onward
To the Tar Pacifilc shore;

Idols dumd hurl down dishonored

And scclaim Christ evermore,

T
4
I

Hermann Fickl

On tho interior pages of ths February 3, 1845, Der
Lutherancr an article entitled "Aufruf zu oiner lissions-
Compagnis nach Oregon appnared.a Tho author, Hermann
Flek, in addition %o several paragraphs describving the
necd for our church to work amonzg the Germans in the
territory, composed a fivc-VQﬁso poem appealins for
misslon-nindedncse in the Far Weste While there wes no
immadiate discernible effect, at the Delegatoc Convontion
of Synod at Fort Wayne in 1852, the matter was brought
beforc the conventione. Dre. Walthor told the assemblod
deleopates that Williem TLoche had written him of a Pastor
Flelschmann and a Hr. Yonetti who were planning to work
anonz the Germana in Californle. Thesc men were willing

to come to St. Liouls and place themselves at the disposal

1F1ck, Hermann, "Aufruf zu cinor lissions-Compaznie
nach Orezon", Der Lutheraner, IV, No. 12 (Feb. 3, 13EB), 95.

21p1d.
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of the Missourl Synod. Unfortunately, nothlngz of this
of'for maﬁerializad.B

When by 1356 no action had besn takeon, Cs Jo He Flek
of the Forthern Districst argucd that the concern of
California missions was a Synodical mattor, and thersfore
their rosponsibility. The question was brouzht before both
the Western and Northeran District conventions gzain that
year, but thoush all asreed that such endeavors would be
desirable, no concrste sction was takon.h

However, Dor Luithsraner once more exerted its influ-

enc2 in this matter, printing in 1859 an anonymous lettier q

from a rosldent of San Pranclisco.” It was a passionzia
plea for ths nesd of the pure Gospel among the Increasing
number of setitlers in the San Franclsco aroa:

a o o o I nust lot you know that things look bad
amony the Christians end in particular amonz the
Tutheranas Tho good old Lutheran doctrins is
beinz totally forgotizn because there is not an
orthodox church herecs « o o therse ars five Gor-
man churches here, ona2 in Sacramsnto, one in
Stockion, and two in San Franclscoe « s« » also
four small Hethodist churchues.

3Suclflcw, August R., The Heart of Missourl (St. Louls:
Concordia Publishing Housec, 19511),; Pe 55e

hzhido

SProm a letter printed in Der Lutheranecr, XVI (Dec.
13, 1359).

6Kretzmann. Pe Bep "The Beginning of Lutheran Church
Work in California," Concordia Hilstorical Institute Cuvarter=

iy, IV, 1 (April, 193T), 25-31.
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Thls letter which recached Walther had the deaired
effocte In the light of the widespread Interszst generated
by the publication and appzal for funds in Der Lutheranor,
8 call was sxtonded to a June, 1860, graduate of the St
Louisa Seminary, Jncob Mabthias Buehler,

This éionucr worker of Synod on the Pacific coast was
born in Baltimore, Maryland, in 1837. He went to the St.
Louis Seminary, and while there was instructed and con-
firmed by Walther. Just prior to his acceptance of the
Call to serve in California he had worked among the
snelish-spoaking Lutherans in the Baltimorse arca as a
vicar. Thus it was that on August 25, 1850, Buehler
arrived in San Franclasco to begin the work of the ilssouri
Synod.

One of his first acts upon arrivel was to call upon
& German proacher by the name of Hoshake, of whom he had
heard on his +4rip to the coaste. -This man had preached in
a small church on Greeonwich Street, bubt had baen dsposed
from ofTices After mesting Buehler, he declaered his
willingness to have Buehler take over his congregation.7
However, Buehler did not sccept this offer without examine-
inz the situation further, becauss he did not want to
tamper in’ the affairs of other men. He wented first to

get & better idsa of religious conditions prevailling in

TTIbides Do 27
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In the city.

e attended the services of Rev. Rahn of the United
Church in the morning of tho Tfirst Sunday there, and in the
aftoernoon listened to liosheke preoach at the Greenwich
Street churche. That evening he inserted the following
comnent in hils dlary:

I went to bed uﬁuh ny head full of thoughts of

all kxinds., I had thoroushly ccnvinced ﬁJBblf

that tho b“i;ht and refroshing lisht of tho

Gespel has for us Cormans been totally extine

gulshed, except for some faint glimmerins of

it In the churches of the sects; and I went to

sleep after calling on the Lord for wiadgm and

power to proclaim the faithful Shepherd,

With theso thoughts welrhing on his mind, ho accepted the
invitation of Moshake to takeo over the services in the
Groenwich Stroet church, preaching hils initlal sermon
there the followinz Sunday, Saptomber 2, 1860. A conzre-
gation was organized under his direction in November of
that year,9 and he was called as their Pastor at the same
time.

With work satisfactorily under way in San Francisco,
he began to examino the oxpansion possibllitics of the
work in the California arca. Journeying to Sacramecnto in

the sprinz of 1861, he orgzanized a congregation there,

81p1a.
¥ovember 8, 1860.
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dratied o constitution, and a call was oxzbtonded to W.
Bartling, but it was not aceapted.lo This, plus tho fact
that the additional men he hod requosted from the Rast
not materiallzing, caused the default of the worlk in that
arca, and the church came undeor other influcnces,

In 1862 Buchler marrled DLouise Wynelken, the daushier
of Presideont Wyneoken, in San Francisco. Thus, by relation
and relicious sonship, he was on closs terms with two of
the most influentisl mon in Synod. He continued to request
additional moen o sorve the expanding areas of California,
but with the country in the throes of the Clvil War,
prossing necds in the RBast, togethor with thoe uncertain
stand of the churech in this matter, caused great delay in
accomplishing anything speeific in the linc of sending
additional men to the Pacific coast, |

And even as the work progressed in San Francisco,
trouble was looming on the horizon. The property on
Greenwich Street had to be razed to make way for the
widening of the stroets anéd spread of the city. On this
occasion & group withdrew, retaining the name, Erste
Deutsche Evangclische-Lutheranische Gemelndo, and the
property.e Tils lattor mroup soon accepted a man by the
name of Hansen as thelr pastore BSuchler, holding firm to

confessional Lutheranism, gathered the remaining faithfful,

103“.!-31f10W’ Opoe cito' De 56I
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and they bullt a new bascment structure, dedicating 1t on
Christnas Day, 1063, Pressure was brought to boar now to
reunite thoe two groups under a quasi-Luthoran, quasie
rationelistic platform. DBushler rosisted, and although
some opposition came from within, St. Mark'!s, as it was
now known, rzmained faithfuloll

By 1866 work was bezun for the completion of the
church building, and the congregetion granted Buohler an
eighi~month vacation so that he might visit the Tast and
Europe. During this timo a candidate, Ebert, served the
eonsro;utlan.lz Ho returned at Christmas time, at which
time also the completed church unit was dedicateds During
his absence, howsver, agltators had agein attempted to
effeet & union between the two churchés. Bushlor was
aasked Tor a more liberal administratlion of his pastoral
offices Finally, during Holy Week of 1867 ths culminating
troubles rosulted with the request that he take an un=-
scriptural lodge position. No longer able in consciencs to
serve them, he resigned the Pastorate of St, Mark!s., This
entire problem 1s the subject of a thesis being preparsd

by Be Stohs,lB and it shall be sufficient to state here

1lyonaon, Ae., "Jacob M. Buchlor," Concordia Historical
Institute Cuarterly, X, 3 (Octobors 1937, 92

laIbid.

13Stohs, Bldon, Jacob Ii. Buechler {(Unpublished Bachelor's
Thesis, Concordia Seminary, Ste Louls, 1955), no page.
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that the diviasion did not take place as & result of this
last mattor of confesslonal Lutheran loyaltye Bushler
himsel? commcnted, "Ieh habs eine unGemeinde verloren.“lh

Bven whilec he was hending in his resignation, a group
of members approached him, urginz him to form a now
congregationy thus, on Zaster Sunday of 1867, he begen a
hew effort, prsachi in a ronbted hall, He quickly
galned a new ollowinz, even though he was subject to the
mest unfalr maligning, by both public press and other
groups; and was offeired monoy to leave the city.ls On the
isaventcnnth of May, 1867, St, Paulus Church was orzanized,
the congrepation which Bushler was to serve for the
remaining thirty-four years of his lifo.

Ao lansen, a pastor in California since 1902, comments

on the 1ife of Buchler:

Rev, Buehler ontered into Synodt!s missionary work
when thingzs in Californie were shaping up more
after thes conventional picture of American 1life
following the turbulent Gold rush years; whon in
elvic, school, church, and business 1lif'c more
sottled conditions had to be striven for and redquired
reliable and stronz leadership; when the Clvil-War
was upon the courtrys whon Buehler could not begin
workk with a nucleus of lilssouri Synod people; whon
"Lutherans® of all stripcs had to be dealt withj
‘whon clrcumstances had to direct and alter many
cases and had no cqual pattern in Synod's realm,
One feols that had Buehler not been of tho giant

1hLetter from The Rev. Ae. Hansen, Oskland, California,
to Bldon Stohs, dated Jenuary 13, 1955. In possossion of
Eldon Stohs,-

ISHansen, "Jacob M. Bushler,” op. cit.
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stature he was, his offorts and successes would not

have boen what thoy provad to bo under God's

merpicg. ?@ig was nn_apaatol}g ?ork ig a decidedly

complex period of California history.

There is no qucstion that the splits in ths congreozation he
had begun had a disturbinz offcet on Buehler personally,
end yet, as Rov. Hanssn states, the glant that he was
enablad him to weather the storms.

It would be grossly unfalr also to construe from this
strictness that Bushler took a non-cooperative spirit in
the work of the Tuthoran church in the true senses On the
eontrary, he urged and cncouraged the introduction of a

Rorweslan mission in the San Franclsco arcas Hz contacted

the Norwegiens in HHilwaukoe, informing them that he was
Perforning the ministerial acts swmong their people in
torm, and suggesting that they saond a Pastor to serve the
group, prouising them his holp in any way posaibla.17

As Puchler had noted himself, the work cmong Lutherans
in the sense that it was Lutheranlsm being preached was
almost nesligible in these carly yecars. While a sizocable
Seandinavian population had been developing after the Gold
rush, any sort of raligious service to them was indifferent.
A Swede by tho name of "Janme" Tenngran, who nad come to

Californla in 1851, conducted services by reading sermons

Letter from Tho Reve A, Hansen, op. cilte

17350rk, Kep "Hvistondahl'!s Mission to San Francisco
1870-75," Norwomlan-Amorican Studiss and Records, XVI
(1950), 10, R BT T R
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and devotlonal matcrial.la By 1860, however, whon efforts
were nmade to organize a Swedish Lutheran congrogation in
San Francisco, he had returnsd to Swedene dJe Js Linderen
was called from Swedens he came to San Francisco, »ub
returned home when he found that the Danss and Horwepians
would not affiliate with a group harhoring Swedes. Upon
his return he warned hils countrymen of the "perils" of
America and particularly Californla, an itom which made no
little contribution to the neglect of Lutheran work there.t?

In 1370, than, the Norweglans sent Christian’
Hvistendahl of i#ilwaukeeo to San Francisco. Upon his arrival
Buchler Limmedlatoly lived up to the words hé had written,
for dyistsndshl wrote:d

He toolr mo into his houss as a brother, gulded me
to the leading Scandinavians who had some intercst

-

in the church, and arranged for us to hold sorvices,
without rent, in his gBuPch building, which is
convenlently located.
There was the probleom of older Scandinavian pastors in the
city who attacked thls connsction with Buehler., In addition,
Rovs 0. CGroensherg organized a congregation which also took
nembership in the Norwoglan Synod.al The latter, however,

secms to have boen a welcome addition to the work in the

1estehphenson, Gaorge M., The Rellmious Aspects of

Swodish Immi-ration (Minncapolis: University of Kinnesota

Pross, 1932), De 303s
1?;g;g., Pe 30Le
203 jork, ope cib.
2lianson, "Jacob M. Buchlor,” ope cltes De 93e
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aroa,
lieanwhile, the work of Buchler was progressing nicelye.
In 1872 St, Paulus opened the first Christlan Day school on
the Pacific

(¢]

onste A school associatlon cstablished by

i

Buehler was its sponsor until 18081 whon the church undortook

its control aloLe.aa

Hvistendahl was very much onthused
witih the school and hoped %o put a Scandinavion department
Into it when i% organlzed.?3 However, this plan did not
materialize., Neverthsless, he remained a stronz supportor
of the school, writin: back to his friends in NHilwaukee
in 1573 of 1ts iInflucnce and the Pfact that "1t already has
about onc hundred puplls, the first school of its kind on
: K e SN ;
the Pacific coaste.". He remeined an ardent admiroer of
Buehlor until he lef% California, a fact attested by one
of his last letters in which he commsnts?
We have bLeon very happy to send our daughter to
the school (Buchler®s) whero diseipline is cenforced
and Instruction is bascd upon a Christian foundation.

» » o Associgilion with Pastor Buehler is my greoatest
insplration.<’

Bighteen hundred and seventy-slx saw the roturn of

Hvistendahl to the East, where he continued to serve the

221pid.

23Bjork, Ope Cltes De 21,
2i1v1a., pe 23.

25;2;3., Pe 30,
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Horweslons there. TUpon lzaving, he advised ageinst
migration to Oregon, vhere, as he put 1t, "life is stild
morse wild and unchristian than in Galifornia.".aG e did
offer susrestions thoush for rslisble information should
People choose to 70 to Orezon, directing them to a Hr,
Hjerpeland of Portland, who had traveled throughout that
arca, Ioteworthy also is the report he glves of the
unraliability of Reve. A, Fridrichson, s« Horwogian pestor
in Portland, who hkad much to contribute to the Missouril
Synod in that ﬁ?#&-27

Orcpon at this time was not served by lilssouri Synod
Lutheran pastors. Thore is 1little doudt that Bushler
saw the necd there, but the press of the first ten years
in California pushed this to the backpround. Anders E,
Frldrichaen, an eccentric and unclericel Norwapgisn Pastor,
who had worked in the Midwast, came to tho coast from
Texas in 1970, Ile stopped in.San Francisco on the way,
attempting to organize a2 congregation there but was
usuccessfule No record 1s available of any contaet with
Buehlor, but almost immediately aftor his arrival, he pushed
north to ssttle in Portland. Arriving theoro in 1871, he

orzanized a congregation in April of that year, the first

261‘31& ey Do 58.
2T1pia.
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Seandincvian Lutheran church to be establishzd in Or'o,-;;on.a8
It soems that ho went to Portland at the invitation of an
English Lutheran pastor thoroe, with the expross purposs of
working amon; the Secandinavians. The Census of 1870
showod o total of 112 Norwesians in both the stabe of
Orsgon and the terrltory of Washington. However, letters
appearcd in the Norwegian papers in the Fast encouraging
settloment and migration, cxplaining the great natural
rasources and the Tact that the completion of tha Worthern
Pacific railrcad made migration much sasler. These
articles did much to éispel the widespread notions of th
freezing climate and unfavorable farming conditions, as
the followin;; oxample illustratess

But an ounce of expericnce is worth a pound of

argunent, and I would advise the ladles who

before long will want to take a trip to Puget

wound via tho Northern Pag&fic Railroaé not to
bringz thoir (ice) skates.

Fpldrichsen held an equally high opinion of Oregzon,
writing cast after his arrival that "Oregon will be the
groatest stato in the Unlon on account of the extraordine

ary fertility of its soll and tho mildness of 1ts climate,." 30

23Solum, Hora 0., "Oragon and Washington Torritory in
the 1370's as scon throush the Eyes of a Pionesr Pastor",

Norwozlan-Amerlcan Studies and Recordss XVI (1950), 68.

291014, , pe T2
BOIbiﬁo, De 75.
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Hot restricting his activities to Portland, Fridrichson
orzanized a consregation of Tourtcen people at Oysterville
on the Washington coast in 1871 and accepted their call as
Pastor., Over the coursc of the next elevan years he served
congragations and hold serviees throughout the entirs North-
west, for the most pari among ths Horweglans, but also to
German and fnglish communities. At the same time he never
ceased to stimulate and attempt to organize immigrant
groups to come oubt and settle this country.

It is no doubt this publicity of the Orezon land and

that aren, August Kentner, pastor in the Minnesota Synod,
resicned his pastorate and cams to Oregon in 1376 for
roesons of hcalth, settlinz at Middleton (necar prescnte
dey Sherwood), e communlty on the Willamotte Valley just

west of Portland, He beran to preach to ths meny Gorman

settlors in the area, and two yeara later orgenized a
consrezation, the first and oldest Missouri Synod church
in the Horthwest,31 (Ste Paults), constructinz a building

that same year (1378).

A second, and ovidently unrelated, effort to ostablish
the liissouri Symod in Orezon wes made by tho Western Dls=-

trictes Buchler attonded the Western District conventlon in

3131mon, Hartin P Migsouri Lutherans in Orezon

ey Il A
(Unpublished papor on file In Archives of Northwest
District, Portland, 193L), pPs 7.
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1380 for the first time in twenty years. The necessity of
work in Orogen and California was pressed hard, and aside
from the men who for various roasons (health and Call)
were in California, the need for an aggrossive missionary
in Orsgon was met with the callingz of Rev. Zdward Doering
of the Chicago arca.32 It was extromely difficult for the
district Lo zobt men to serve such a distant risld; particu=
larly in the 1light of tho needs at home, but Doering
acecptod the call and arrived in Oregon in Ssptember, 1581,
Working oult of Portland, ho immediately began canvassing
the Germans of the area, and in town this Wwork laid: tho
foundation Tor Zlon Luthoran Church,.

This entrance of Doerinz into Portland brings the

Rorwegion, Reve A. Frifdrichscn, into ths picturs again.
Fridrichscn was an eneorgetic worker in Portland, He

built both a church and parsonage on the corner of Bast

Seventh Strest and Lineoln Avenue. Thils properiy, as far
&8 we can detormine from the oxtan!t records, belonged to !

him by virtus of the act that ho built it with his

personal fundse What records are avallable state:

Ageording to the protocol of th: congresation
(which usod this building), he was a member of
the Joint Synod of Ohio and other states. 3ut
whon this symod could not assume charge of the
work in Portland, hec willed his property to the
Missouri Synod with the wish that the moneg be
used for miss%gn worlk on the west coast. e
died in 1882,

321hid.
33301“.“!. ODe Git.. De 90.
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Alroody before he disd in 1882, thess bulldings were usad
by Doerin:; for serviecs, the first service in Portland of
the Iutheran mission being held Sunday, Soptember l, 1881,

When Fridrichsen diad, thers was ovident 111 will over the

wishos he expressed about the disposal of the property, to

the point that the Norweszlan peper of lMinneapolis, Horden,

reported in February of that year:

hers wes a sreat deal of resentment over this
(the will 1.avine ths property to the Missour
Synod) and the will may be declared invalid.3l

R LY TRy "l

Unfortunatoly the outcome of the matter is not too clzar.
Enough is the faet that this Fridrichsan of whom the
Californlan llvistendahl spoke so poorly, contributed
materially to ths work of our church in Portland,

Doering was drawn also by the work of Ksantner to the
comnunitles 1lylng west of Portland, Coming to a ssttlo=
ment neer Cernolius, he begzan rounding up prospactlve
hoarcrs for o service, Simon comments on thils activity:

It had boon trisd before, and thoso whom he
sourht discourapged him with the prospect of
another fallure. DBut a hospitablc house was
found, snd date set, and the sinzing of the
faniliar hymna changed the atmosphere from
one of discouragement to one of enthuslesm.
It was deodlded to have servieces every four
weeks in the various housss. When houses were
too small for the numbor o pcople attending,
tha bullding of a church was declded upon.
Plans were mads in 1882, end the church built
that same yesr. This manner of beginninzg and

3l1y1a,
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extending mission worgsis fairly represcntatlive
of “Yoérinst's methods.

In 1983 Doerins also took over tho work whilch Kentner had

boesun in Sherwood,.

The ploncer memhers of thils group romombor such iftems
23 the first mission festival., Kentner preached in the
rain, protected by Doerinz standing next to him with an
unbrella. The aismel for this and for regular services
was the blowinz of stumps by Doerins on hils nearby farm
the Saturday before the appropriate Sunday. An odd
substitute for a churech bell, but evidently quite scr-
viceable,

: Without question, Dooring was to the Northwest what

uehler was to California. He tirelessly traveled the
entire territory, preaching, wvisiting, baptizing, and
instruetinze. Almost every congregation founded »efore the
turn of the century can find the seeds of thelir group in
Doering's work. He was a btireless traveler, and a éillgont
chroniclor of his work; a factor that in no small measure
contrivutes to our knowledge of carly toll in the ares.
A brother Pastor writos of hime

Pastor Docring was 2 very modest, unassunlng man,

of simple habits, He was not zraced with great

oratorical xifts, but rather aomewhat hampered

in his enunelation by brogue, novertheoless by

preaching the CGospel in its simple beauby, Go phé
best of his ability, his efforts were crowned with

3531mon..92. clt., pe 3e
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Succoas. A3 he was of sound bodily health,

anﬁ a? iydef?tigaylo foikar, he 8uld aqulte

rojularly cover his larpe field,
His field was lavrpe indoed, and the necd for additional
men was evor pregsnt,

Bushlor went east to the Synodleal convention in 188k
and again put forth pleas for more wmen on tho coast. o
help was lmmodiately forthcoming, but another Pastor,
doritz Claus, had come to Oragzon to regaln his hesalth in
1885, He was to become the sscond resular pastor in the
area in two yoars. At about this time also (1385-86), a
pastoral conference was formed, called alternately the
Callfornla Concordia Confercncse or the Pacific Conference.
The men in Orepon were inecluded with Buehler sorving as
1tas first chmirman.37 The distances involved in such a
"local" arrancemcnt were tremendous, much less the dise
trict conneetions (Western - Ste Louis), and realizing
thls, the Wostern District Convention of 1835 urpged by
resolutbtlon that the arca form its own district,

The Delesate Synod met at Fort Wayne in 1887, Rev.
Je He Thaiss of Alemeda, Callifornie, attended as the
coast reprecsontative, and after prosenting an appeal for
more men, was _iven official cncouragement for the forming

of & separate district. Upon his return the St. Paulus

36Kosahe, M. C., Economic Devclopment and Ghurch
Histor gg_gn; Paci%ic Worthweat (Unpublished paper in
Erchives of Northwost District, Portland, 1949), pe 7.

37$u01f1 e CPe ..E.'LE" De 580
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congrogation callod on all the congresations on the

Pacific coast to assemble at San Frencisco for the purposs

of district organization. On September 21, 10837, this was
accomplished under the leadership of Dr. He Ce Schwan,
Preaident of Synod, TIour congregations, four votinz pastors,

five advisory pastors, and two teachers constituted the

first rostor of this now synodical district. Buchler was
elected presidsnt of the Distrliet as well as chairman of
the Mission Board.>”

Orepon formed the northern confercnce of the district.

Early In 1387 M. Claus had regained his health sufficile }
ently Lo serve the church and was celled to the Sherwood-
Cornglius field, In sddition Fr. Selle, a candidate, was
ealled iunto the easteorn area of WashingtonFOregbn witn
Pendleton, Orogon, as his headquarters., Both Claus and
Doering attended the founding session of the district,
Selle being unable to because of illness.39 Doeoring
worked as o Relseprediger, using rortland as his heade
aquartesrs, Pras&eccs wers looking up for the new Distriect
and its Northern conlersnco.

While Dooring had besun his work in Portland and

Preached there first, the work among the settlements west

' 38Hanaen. "Jacob M. Buschler,” ope. cit., p. 96.
3%sueifiow, op. cite., pe 58,
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and downstatec took up the groater portion of his time,
However, hoe bezan to conduct regular afternoon services
in Portland whlle serving Sherwood and Blooming, and in
1885 he feit the proup had sufficiont strensth to orpanize,
Thls was nccomplished in January of 1886 with ten votors
signing e constitution. Thus, Zion Bvangelical Lautheran
Church came into being. Immediately thouszht was turned to
constructing a church building, for althouzh aftsrnoon
servicos were still being held, the ronted site was not
adequetes After five years a building was consbtructaed
and dedicated,

Almost immediately aftor the founding of the new

district, howaver, tragedy struck in the continued illness

-

of Sello. Ilo was compslled to travel east in 1388 for
botter medical care and died cenroute. Thus, the promising
mission ficlds in sastern Orogon suffercd--a condition
which has persisted to this prassnt day. To rollieve this
need, President Suechler came up to Oregon in 1539 to take
a first hand look at the situation, with a view to calling
another mon into the Westorn Oregon area., The previous
yoar (1583) J. H. Thelss had traveled through the area to
report to the mission board of the actlivity there. Candl-
date J, Shlen of the Seminary was called to serve this
arca. Arriving in California that year, he was ordained

by Buchler in St. Paulus end then went north to serve in

the Castern area of the field.
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leanwhilec, Bhlen, leaving Idaho for California for
rzasons of health, stoppsd in Tacoma, Washington, =n route,.
Althousgh it was cvident thet he had not intended %o remalin,
on June 1, 1390, he preached to a small group of Lutherans
there and after the service nine men remained to orgenize
and adopt a constitution for Zion Lutheran Church of that
city. The following Sunday officers were slected and the
decision to call a mnﬂ was reached, Candidate H. Haserodt
was called and accopted, being ordained in St. Paulus, San
Francisco, by Buehler in September, The next month he
arrived, after also exanining the Seattle arca for mission

D11

=

noss

ticse. ©hlen, meanwhile, continued to California,
wes installed at Fresno, and died shortly thorsafter.
Thus, a man thoy had hoped to gain for the work in Zastern
Oregon sgain was called home by the Lord, but his ground
work paved the way for the first resident lilssouri Synod
pastor in the Puget Sound area.ho
Thus, notwithstanding the additions to the field, the
total number remained almost constant.e Claus had left the
Sherwood-Blooming field to mo to California, and H. A. C.

Paul had bean called to replaco him, In addition, J« Ve

Theiss had accepted the call to ssrve a new congresation

LO*Pirtisth Anniversary Booklet, Zion Evangslical
Lutheran Church, Tacoma, Washingzton" (on file at Concordia
Historical Institute, S5t. Louis, 1940).
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Doering had started in Portland, This parish lay on the
east side of the Willamette River, in what was called
Albina., Daering bagan his work thers in 1888, althoush
1t eppears that a man by the name of Dietrich--an inde-
pendent--had sorved amonz thess pesople for a year or so
previously, With ths arrival in 1889 of Theiss, the
congragation ran into scme dirfficulties and & group withe
drew, However, by the followinz fall, the group and
Theiss wers in a position to buy the church building from
thosz who had remained, and the actual organization of
Irinlty, Portland, took place in December of 1890,

In the meantime, Haserodt of Tacoma explorad the
territory wide about him, preaching in Seattle, Everett,
Snohomish, Contralia, Chohalls, and other places. Since
Zhlen had been foreced to leave the Eastern Oregon area
becauvse of his poor health, Candidato M. Baade, who was
ordained by Buchler in 1890 at St. Paulus for work in the
Sacramento areaz, went instoad to the Puget Sound region,
there initiating work in Scattle and organizing Trinity
ehurch in 1890,

Thus, the work of the district was oxpanding. The

third convention (the second hed been held in 1359 at

hl"HiTh-SpObS in the History of Orogon and Washington
District™ {1933). Mimcosrephed booklet on fils at Concordia

Historical Institute, Ste. “ouls,
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St. Paulus with Dushlor as casaylist and Schwan represcnting
Synod) found merked improvement in the supply sltuation,
althoush hardly cnough for the need. The year 1390 saw the
Hortharn conferonce consisting of soven pastors. /-T'nis
small numbor brought about a continual shiftinz of forces
to moet nesds from place 4o places The economlc condi=
tions which were =rippins tho nation during the cnd of
Harrison's presidency and inception of Cleveland, also
reached out into tho Northwest, and many prouising settlee

., - - - - - b.
ments had to be abandoned %o meet changing con.ditiona.'2

Riljphteen hundred and nlnety-one brought only one
additional man o the Northwast, Ce. J. Heuer, who took up
work In castorn Orcgzon, serving Psndloton and Warren.
Southern Oroczon had roceivad a man to work in two parishos,
lits Angel and Salem which Doorinzg had been sorving on a
sporedic basis. Go Heyer was ordainod and installed by
Doering for this work in 1890. An industrious worker, he
alnost immadiatsly orpanized & school and explored further
south into tho Crant's Pass and liedford area where he
Yozan holding services. While M., Angsl was his home bass,
Meyer succeeded in esteblishing a solid organization in
Medford, so that ths following year, Candidate J. He. Witte

was ordained by Buehler and sent to that area, in addltion

l'aKOﬂGh.e. OD. Oiblp Do 3.
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to serving the other towns to tho south which Moyer had
explored,
However, Sherwood falt strong cnough to call a man of

1ts ovn (prior to this Paul had beon serving it from

Blooming), and Houor left the Hastern Oregon arca in response

to that call, Witte, in turn, was called to raplace Theiss
in Portland who was forcod to resign becauss of a throsat
conditions Thus, once more two growing arcas were left
wlthout men to serve them so that established congrega=-
tlons micht be served; this tragic condltilon provailed

to the degree thab both arcas (southern end castern

Oregon) have suffered to this prosent day.

A replacemont for eastorn work at Endicott, Washing-
ton, was found in Candidate F. Schoknecht, who 1n 1892 took
up the work scattered about the entire arcas. This work at
Endicott proved frultful, developing into a fairly stable
congrogation and replacing Warren and Pendleton as the
center of the work in ths eastern part of the district.

At the distrlct convention of that yeer (the fourth convon-
tion), =
to make a doterained effort to survey more freguently the
northern ficlds The difficulty of this was becoming

inercasingly evident, and agitation was being made for a
soparate district organlzation. lon had beon coming into

the district, but at a dribble, and rapid changss made the

ain in San Franclsco at St. Paulus, Ducshlor planncd
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problom of scrving such 2 wide ares inersasingly difficult.
When i1t 1s considored that tho area Buchler had to survey
stretehed from northern o southorn boundary of the Unlted
States and east into Utah, Novada, and portions of liontana,
the demonds mads upon him and his devotion to these ecertaine
1y peint an impressive nlcture,

In the years immedisctely followinz new filolds were
opened In Eastorn Washington with the coming in 1893 of F.
Verwiebs to Spokano, Washington. There he bogan work
which lad to the Toundin: of St. John's congrezation. In

that same year Candidate W. Behrens introduced the Missouri
Synod to Salt Lake City, an area just survoyed by Bushlor.
Both these men, however, wers to leave these ar:as within
the next two years, and the work was once more abandonod.
In justice 1t must be said that in almost every instance
a strong ground work had been laid, and 1f thers was a
renowal of the work within a rcasonable period, ~rowth
resulted from these orizins. Snohomish, Washlngton, was
orgenized in 1892, end was served by Baade from Seattle,
and thon latsr “rom Tacoma., It was to wait six years,
however, before 1t could sccura a rcsident Pastor.

-The yecars 1895«07 saw only two new men onter the
ar:a. Candidate H, Hazist was called by the Wlssion Board
to tako up work in Orezon, and he became the firat resident
Pastor in Smrlome The work nrogressed, but difficultiles

resulting from a factlonal strife in the congregatlon left
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1t unserved again in 1897 aftor the resignation of Hagzist
due to illness. Rov. The. Fleckenstclin was called to re=-
Place J., VWitte, who was foreced to resizn bocauss of throat
trouble. He was Installed at Trinity, Portland, in 1897,
Mych of the slack durinz thils perlod waa due to the
general cconomic conditions of tha ecountry as a whole,.
Thus, the necds of the Northwast were once more unable o
be mot,

The following yeer, 1893, brousht four nsw candidatos
to the arca In an endeavor to take up tne s3lack caused by
the previous years. Of these, however, only H. Ebeling,
who went to Snohomish as their first president pastor,
could be clasasifisd as bringing a new spot into reosident
service. And oven thls was misleading, for he had to take
over tho Secattle and Bvereitt work which had previously
been handleé from Seattle by Baade. Candidates J. Duechow,
L, Splelss, and W, NLankow all filled vacanciss in wsll-
establishod congrezations«=iit. Angel, Sherwood, and
Tacoma=--thus simply maintaining the status quo withoub
any incresase in rogular stotions served.

Not only was the slow incrcase a consilderstion, but
active work of other Lutheran groups in the Northwest was
growing rapidly. In 1880 the Augustana Synod began an
oexpansion of the Pacific coas® which resulted in the

founding of the Pacific Conference in Tacoma in 1333,
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ineluding at thet time California.’3 With the concentra-
tion of effort in the Northwost, a Synod of the Northwast,
comprising the Augustana group, was organized in St. Paul,
Minmesota, in July, 1891, consisting of seven congremations,
and was admitted to the General Council in 1593.hh

The Ceneral Council also decided to push into tho

area, stressing English mission work. In 1888 G. H.

Gerbording wont out to the Worthwest and canvassed the
ceitics of Portland, Tacoma, and Scattle, HMombers of the
General Synod were already in the area, but & loose
agrecment was woried out thait declared the Northwest
General Council btarritory, with the work in California
being a sphers of influence overseen by the General
Synod., Thils work eventually resulted in the formation
of the Pacific Synod in 1901, supercading the above-
mentioned Synod of the Northwsst in the Gsneral council.hs
The Joint Synod of Ohlo also organlzed on a district
btazis ab this tims, meoting at Tacoma in 1891 and forming

a Pagcific District comprising twslvo pastors and ons

L3”tehphunson. Oop. cit., Do 30L.
lthidcp Pe ‘.}70-
hsTrabert, George H., English Lutheranism in the

Northwest (PLilaaclphin: e Gsnerel Councll Publishing
ouse, 191lL), B, 92 If.
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teacher. The followins yesar this bscams known as the
Washington Bistrict.hé For a fuller plcturc of ths Luthsr-
en situatlon in the Horthwest in this last decade of the
ninstecnth century, the toble on page forty-four shows

the woakness of the Missouri Synod work in an area into
which 1t almost marched alone,

It would bs an unfair judgement to attempt to lay
blamc on any specific factor, Without question the dis=
tance played an iImporitant role in slow development.
Zconomlc conditions within the Synodical body and the
lack of locally trained clergy contributed. But as these
conditions improved, and the work In the Northwest con-
tinued at a slow pace with ever greaster opportunitiés on
every nand, the mon who had spent 2 number of years in
the territory wore convineced that the only remedy would
bo a liission Board and Pistrict management of their own.
This conviction grew more pronounced, espscially in the
light of reecurrent changss and lack of new supply (see
Table 2 on page forty-six), and it crystalllized inio the
form of o petition to the Synod, reguesting psrmission to

organize a separate district.

46 :
Sheatsley, Ce Ve, History of Evangelical Lutheran
Joint Symod of Ohlo end Othor States (aoEumEus. Ohlo:
utheran Book Concern, 1019)s De ®
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TABLE 1
Tuthorans in the Northwest¥
1891
Church Pastors Conge Comnmunicants
IDAHO
Augustana Swedish 2 3 139
Avgustana Norweglan 1 1 57
Joint Synod of Ohlo 1 1 ?
Norwegian - 2 ?
Total L 7 196
OREGON
Avgustana 2 6 436
Danish 1l 2 0
Gon, Council iission 1 1 ?
Joint Synod of Ohilo 1 (1 ?
Missouri Syned 5 T 330
Horwopian T 1 50
Unitcd Horwegian 1 1 ?
Other i 2 (4 ?
Total 1b 18 8638
WASHINCTON
Avgustane 5 7 1,06
Gen. Councll liisslon 1 1 ?
Hauge 1 ? ?
Iowa (German) 5 ? ?
Joint Synod of Ohio 5 b 120
llssouri Synod 1 1 L3
Horwegian 1 1 Lo
United Norwsgzlan 6 8 4,25
Other 5 ? ?
Total 25 22 1039

¥Roth, Js De, Hoandbook of Lutheranism {(Utica, N.Y.: <
LcC.Gh:llds'&: Son, 1B§I,’ PPe IfSi. II-GE’ EG’-
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This petitlon was broughit before the delogate conven=
lon of thai wyeer, 1899, assomblod in St. Louls at ths ond
of April, The General Body conditionally senctioned the
founding of 2 new dlstrict within 1ts synodical family,
provided bhe Gallfornila and Oregon District churches
approvzde & poll of thzsa churches was undertalken, and
the results were q"‘irnatlvc.hj In pursuance of thase
resolutions, an orzenizational mseting was called for
August of that ycar, which moceting was to be hold at
Zion Luthsran Church, Portland, The Northwest District

was in the process of being born.

1!7:'\950113, OBe cltes Po Te
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TADLE 2

Paptors in tho Northwest

1870==1899

Present

at first

Year Year convens-
Namo began lef't Roason tion.
Baade, i, 1890 1895 Call no
Behrens, W. e 189} yes
Doering, T. 1.881 yes
Duchow, dJe -1292 jes
Eboling, He. 169 yes
Ehlen, Je 1859 1890 Health no
Flockenstein, T. 1897 Jes
Haplst, I, 1395 189 Call no
Haserodt, He 1390 189 Call no
Heuwer, C. J. 1891 yos
Kentner, A. 1678 13883 Resign no
Lankow, W, 1899 yes
Weyer, G. 1890 1895 Health no
Paul, He Ao Ce 1890 yes
Poppe, A, I. 1.89L 1898 call no
Schoknecht, . 1392 1393 Cell no
Selle, F. 1837 1888 Health no
Spleiss, A. 1389 yo.u
Tholss, Je We 18689 1893 Health no
Verwishe, F. 1893 1395 Call no

Witte, J. He 1893 1897 Hoalth no
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TABLE 3
Humber of Fastors
California--Orcgon District 1887--1898
Ho, of Pastors

30

25
,,/‘ =
20 ﬁ
15 /2
10 = !
iu

57 98 99 90 91 92 93 94 95 g5 97 98

Yoor

Ul

TABLE L

Humber of Congreogations and Preaching Stations

California-=-Oregon District 1837--1098

Nunber

80 = I
70
50 |
50
Lo

30 I~
20 L%[
10

87 68 89 90 91 92 93 o 95 96 97 98
Yoar
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TABLE 5
Crowitn of Commmicant HMembership

California--Orogon District 1387--1890

cogﬁggggant
llembers
Looo
3500 -
3000
2500
2000 i
1500 —
1000

87 8 89 90 91 92 93 9L 95 96 97 98

Year




CHAPTER III
THE BIRTH OF A DISTRICT

liay thie district, thouzh small in num-
bar and weak in its resources, be over
consclous of 1ts tremendous mission
dutles, and evsr try to do justice to
the obligzations which this vast terri-
tory of these three states--Dregon,
Washington, and Idaho-=places upon ite.

President e Ae ' Ce Paul1

On tYednesday evening, August 23, 1899, nine pastors,
one toacher, and six lay delegates from the states of
Oregon and Washington met in %ion Lutheran Church, Port-
land, for the opening service of the initial convention
of the Oreponeiashington District. Prosident Francis
Pleper of the #issourl Synod deliverad the festival
address, basing his message on Acts 15:1-6.2 President
Jo Ba Bushler of the California-Hevada District was there
to open the sessions and to deliver the convention essay,
"Die Ausbreituns; des Heiches Gottes die hBchste und
kbstlichste Aulgabe der rechigliubigen evanzelisch-
lutherischen Kircheo"3 Opganization immediatsly took

pPlace with Hev. H, A, Cs Paul of St. Peter's, Blooming,

lﬂregon and Weshington District, Synodal-Zericht, 1901

(Ste Lonis: Concordiz, 1901), pe Se

zIbido, Pe 30

3Ibid., pp & £f.

T T e T P g —
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Oregon, olected Prssident of the new district. The words
at the head of this chaptor eore taken in part from his
address to the gathering at that time.

Mission=-mindedness was the keynote of this first
conventlon, and the welcoming words of President Paul echo
throughout the entirc proceedingse & lenzthy discussion
was undertaken concerning the best means of accomslishing
the goals denanded in so sreat a torritory,h and two
afternoon sesslons were dovoted to the recorts of sll the
verious men in the fleld, as no Hission Committee had bhoen
set vp at that time. At the conelusion of these roports,
the group wrged the immediate callinz of a man for the
Seattle area, and algso Camas Prairie, and decided that

the Epokanc area of Vashinston deserved the next con=-

£

\

sideration.

Inmediately the question of financing came upe The
funds from the sale of the propsrty which Rev. Fridrichsen
had bequeathed the Pistrict for kisslon work was to be

6

applied to this worke. A proper division of these funds
was to be made betwaon the California-fgvads Pistriet and
their ovn, A mission comnittee was established; thls was

to consist of two laymon, two pastors, and the President

I'I'Ibid. ) 'Ep 28 i i
SIbid- 3 De 30-
6Ibid., pe 30.
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of the district. The Pirst Yilsslon Board of the Oregon-
Weshington Pistrict ineluded lr. Theos. Schulze, lir. He Cs
Dittrich, Rev. W. H. Dehreons, Rev. Theo. Fleckenstein,
end President H, A, C. Paul.!

After a discussion of the mutual problems of the two
Paciric coast districts, 2 resolution for joint study of
these problems was passed, so that they might best fule
£111 the oblizations of Synod at large., Dr. Pioper
closed tho irst convention with preyer, after which the
delezates sang "Ach bleib mit deiner Cnade.”

With the district organization accomplished, the men
returned to thelr fields with the confidence that now the
Horthwest would recelve ﬁha emphasls long due. The heart
of the work lay arein in the Reiseprediger Ed. Doering,
who for the next twenty years traveled throughout the
reslon conducting sorvices.s At first the conditions were

quite difficult. In a postcard sent District President

ditions under which Doering worked:

That you wicht have sono ldea as to where I now
am, this report that I am eighty miles from the
railroad, in the vieinity, that is, a day's
ournoy from Klamath Falls, Klamath Country,
rezon. Have about twenty famillies to visit,
walch will take about twelve to fourteen days.

o il .
3o e Hokin® 4ol

7I'b1d.; Pe 31. ; R L!jg;i'rrl'-.‘.ié@'?

Luessenhop on October 22, 1902, we get an idea of the con=
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Have a horse and "cart" with which I now
sall about; now if + don't get cauzht in
the mountein peaks or in tho trees, and
also don't get stuck in the snow, which is
already pesking down from tho mounteins, 8
then will probably return to civilization.

The problem of funds for these trips was always present.
The monetary expenditures seom slight, but as the follow=-
ing report of Doerins to the board shows, the available
funds did not always cven mect the slight demands?

The travelin: expense incurred as a result of

Pastor Paul's installation should most likely

bo paid out of the Synodical (1. e., District)

troasury. I I return the $3.00 which Pastor

Paul advanced to =me before I went to Grass

Valley, thore will be a deficit of ten cents

in the fund. Lot much travelins can be done

on that. Therefore, please make out an "order"

to the trocsurer for a check Tor $50,00: 10,00

for travelin: expenses and $40.00 for salery.

He con send me a check; I think I will be able

to cash it.?7

It wos in just such a day-to-day struggle that Doer-
ing existed throushout his years of "circuit-riding." e
ospecielly concentrated his efforts on the rural scene,
visiting individuasl homes, making contacts in the isolated
areas., In many places this led to the establishment of
congrapations; elsewhere, ib simply served the scattered
famnilies who otherwlsc would not be touched by the church.

In general, he attompbed always to instruct and establish,

a“Script for Fiftieth Anniversary Hovie" (Unpublished
ganuso?ipt, Archives of the Northwest District, Poriland,
TG0 ) o

91014,
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but too frsousntly this became impossible. Doerinz was a
careful chronicler of hils work and ssnt thess reports to
the Xission Board, The forming of the District solved
many problems for the region's mission endoavofs, hut 1t

was not able to cut down bhe distances between tho stations.

How these distances wers covered was not so much le™: to
individual tasts, as to plain necessity., We would draw
onee mors from the Wission Board reports of Doerinz to
use this one trip as an ecxample of the work he did, year
i, year oui, for {foriy years:

Ag L baogin to write a report on my missionary
Journeys, I shall follow the notations as they
appear in my Jjournal., On Wednesday evenlng,
January 22 {(1902), I departed from Portland
and arrived in Latah (this trip took him into
Washinston) on the mornins of the twenty-third.
There I met a family by the neme of Haering,
which yoars azo belonged to Pastor Hoelter's
congresation, Chlcaro; and more recently in
Hobraska under a pasztor of the Towa Synod,.
These ecre peopls with whom I can stay and where
there 1s still a desire for church., Visitead
Farmer Glindennann of Folstein, who has lived
here three years, ceme from San Franclsco, six
children, three of which should be instructed.
From there I went to a family by the name of
Koehler, moved here last summer Trom Nebrasksa,
no property as yoet, do not know if they can
remain hers, would havs five children to send
to school, ten childron in the family. The
man has a Bible, encouraged him to read it
diligently, no hymnbook. From here I went to
dr. Ausust Brinken, biz farmer, here elghtoen
years, of Holstein, faully of flve bovs.
Stayed here overnigiht.

January 2g -= Friday, snowstorm, could not get oute.
nstructed the children,

January 25 w= Visitod several familios and announcsd
that & service would be conducted in the school house
on Sundav.
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Januvary 20 -- Sunday, held servico; attendance: ten
adulis, elizgnt childron.

January 27 -- llonday, traveled on foot, Visited
Kingbawa, Ynele DBrinken, Dan, Eannoverilan, not yet
belongzing to any conmrszation, promised to come to
Latah, Then + came to Laitz, Pliesner, Lucksdorf,
Zierk, Louils Duenger, Bunger Steen. Those people
are mostly Iolsteiner and are beinz served by Pasge-
tor Bertraom of the Ohio Synod, every four wesks,
Stayed with Stson overnight.

January 23 -~ Tussday., Left Bertram'!s territory
and went toward Rosalie, twelve miles away. Ate
dinner with Auguast Miller, Evanzelical, had a
lencthy discussion on Conversion, Lord's Supoer,
and Absolution, In the ovening I arrived at
Rosalie, Here there is a German MHethodist church
and conzrezation. An Bvangelical pastor i1s also
stationed here for tho area.

Jaivery 29 == In the morning I did find a Lutheran,
sarl lussman, of Darmstadt, who saild that there
were supposed to bo some Luthorans livins six miles
from hers, o pave me soveral names and I was on
my way to look them upe And I found four Lutheran
familics from Wucrtemberge. In the Schlotz family
there are three girls, twenty-one, nineteen, and
sixteen years of age, who should be instructed.

At the Tather's request I asked them: '!'0f what

faith are you?! no answor., Then I thousht: How
shall they know anything about that of which they
have not heard and learned? Then I spoke to them
aboutl Baptism, cxplained to them what God the Father,
Son, and Holy Chost had domne for themes I also in=-
structed them in reading. That was on January 30.

dJanuary 31 -- Instruction In the morning; Service
after dinner. After that servlce, iir. Schlotz
drove me Lo the Thornton station in his sled,
Here I learned that the train, if on tims, came
throuzh at 3 a.m., but the train was late. I was
at the depot at four=thirty and had to walt until
five=thirty in the lecy cold, ten degrecs below
zero, That was pretty much for an Orsgzonian,

February 1 -- Returned safely to Latah, made several
calls iIn towm.

February 2 -=- Sunday. Still very cold, FPreached in
the Hethodist church to seven persons. Sunday evening
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I traveled to Spokane, arrived at Pastor Paul's
at seven-thirty, preached at 3300 p.me to twelve
pPorsons,

Februsry 3 -~ Day of vest. Read Lutheransr and
Hundschau,

February ! -- Went to ledical Lake, Arrived at

“re Kralin's at five in the afternoon, but the
people wera disturbed by my appearance on the .
Sscenc, slnes a pastor of the Ohlo Synod had alrsady
come carllicr, I stayed overnite anyway and in the
conversation we became auite Intimate, but this
thouzht elways Corced itself upon them, that I had
come four wecks too late.

Pebruary 5 -~ Yednasdaye Visited Fuhrmann, Tesch,
Tahnke, Stcin. Taree fanilios moved here in the
Fall from one of our congresaions in Minnesota.

4 consldered it my duty to win the people back and
braschoed to them on Thursday in the schoolhouse.
Afler the service, we spoke about regular church
sarvicas, and it became evident that the people had
promiacd iIn writins that the Ohloan could serve
thems Sinee I had my doubts about this matter, and
also becrmuse the psople are interrelated, I wanted
G0 spsak to President Paul about it, and therefore
did not promlse the people definitely whother I
would come azain or note.

February 7 -« Friday. I returned to Spokanc.
Yregldent Faul was of the opinion that Medical Lake
shiould not be niven up so quickly, and it was de=-
cided to hold a service in Medical Lake on Sunday,
the sixteenth. The necessary ammouncemnent was made
in accordance with this.

February 8 =- Saturday. Trip to Odessa, city of the
Russiens, iere slmost everythinz is German. Our
people live twelve miles south of herej; thoy. have
founded a congregation, six members have joined,
three have announced their intentlon of Joinins,
sti1ll othsrs want to come from the HEasts As soon

as the Ohloans heard that a school was to be built,
they bezan to hold ssrvices nearby in a schoolhouse,.
Ohic is always right on the spot, they have thelr
"pioneers® siatlonsd everywhere. The Hission Board
is certainly not familiar with the importance of this
field., Therefors I shall describve it a bit. The so=-
called "3ip Bend" is a district unequalled. (Refers to
the loop of the Columbila River in Forth-central and
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western Washinzton)s Tho prairie extends about 150
milos long, 150 miles wide, and 1s covered partly
with bunchgrass, partly with sage brush. Since
people hove discovered that the soil 1s exception-
ally zood for the ralsing of wheat, the faramers are
moving here rom cold llnnesota and Dakota; yas,
they ars coming by the hundrods to es:tablish homes
hore. Therefore, it is absolutely necessary taat
help be given to the congregation at Odessa to ob-
tain a pastor who can gather and serve our people.

February 9 -- Sundaye. I held a real lissouriaen
service in this congresation. Tho poople desire
vory much to bhe served wlth preaching every three
wocks, but I could not promise them that, however,
did proaise to come on Good Friday, It was decided
to have servieces on Maundy Thursday and Good Friday,
Readins sorvices are held every Sundaye Theso
poople deserve to he helped. There are twonty
children for school,

Februsry 10 -- ifonday. I rode westwerd to Wilson
Croekke As I errived thore, I found helf the town
under water. The creck had overflowed; I rode out
into the couniry on a boat, for which the brave
boatuan demanded his "nickel." I was told that a
year aszo, only one hut stood here, now over {ifty
?ou*cs nave beoen built, three hotels, stores, a
banikk, even a nowspapor of'fice, two schools, and tho
like., The roads arc practlcally impassable, the
snow is beginning to become soft, the "couloes"
(ravines) are rumninz full of snow water., On Tucs-
day I found an opportunity to ride in the direction
of' a Geraan settlement. I rode along, but still
had to walk two wiles and then found the Geruans.
Thoy moved here last Fall from idinnesota, but are
Evangelical and are being sorved every two weocks.
I met one young man here who comes from Pastor Ude's
congregation and had bouzht property hore. Eils
brothor-in-law, from the same congrejzation, is
coming in iMarch, has also bought land; others are
also comning. I[lere is another place where Lutherans
could be gatherecde

Wilson Creek, thirty miles fron Odossa, could
be served together with Odessa. fiow things wlll
develop there, the future must telle The Lutheran
who 1s there knows that we want to serve them as
soon as the people from the East arrive.

From here I »ode to Hartline on the Korthern
Pacific, twenty milas north of Wilson Creck. The
land is all farm land and is open to ssttlers,




57

Since the roads are Impassable, I could not under-
take an expodltion, and returned by train to iedical
Liake, wherg services had been announced-for Sunday,
February 10, The service was held, but only six
persons came., The poople have decided to permit
themselves to be served by Ohioe. So also this place
has been lost to Ohioc. Too hadl
Gven thovgh I could not report any great results,
thls roport nevertheless shows how constantly necesa-
ary it is that an itinerant preacher visit the places
thpe there is a prospoct that moro families will
zather,
Odessa absolutely muat be provided with a minister.
Since there 1s now a vaecancy at Endicott and the
confirmation instructlion which had already bezen begun
should be concluded, I shall go there and finish it.
iiost resmecifully, Your humble servant of :
the Viord, 1
(sizned) Rd Doerinzi®

Togethor with this report came an expensc account for this
trip, The total cost was twelve dollars and twenty cents.
Doering noted that ho recsived ten dollars from Treasurer
Beiersdorfer. In adcdition, ho received two dollars and
twenty-rive cents from offerinss. Thus, ho msnazed to
come out o nickel ahead at the end of the month'!s labor,
But the work of the churech was not simply to hop
from place o place in the hope that eventually a mroup
would be orzanized. While Doerins continued to scour
and serve the hack country, the district began-to enlargze
on 1ts settled areas. Seattle, which Reve He 0o Eboling
had been servinz from Snochomnish, recelved its own resident
missionary, Reve He Bohl, in 1900, By 1901 the congroega-

tion zmained sufficlent strenzth to orzanize, and the

101pid.
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followin: year srscted a bulliding,.

Tho concern of the lilsslon Board for Eastern Washings-
ton was met with the acceptance of the District President,
He As C. Paul, of the Call to the Spokane area, also in
1900, In the same year St. John!s congregation off that
elty was orzanized.

The last of the places consldered most vital by the
first mission discussions, Camas Prairio (Idaho--arens of
Grangeville, Denver, and Lowe are all Included usually in
early roforonces to this reszion) received a man in 1900,
Candidate William Koss. In addition, the services of sever=
al students were used in work in thls section of Idaho.
Unfortunataly, it was to be several more vears hefore oven
& congregation could be organized and buildinngs erected.

However, the challonze of missions was being mete.

Five new men were added to the district roster at the 1901
convention (the second), three of them zoing as resident
pastors in new fields. But this was simply meeting the most
urgent nceds. liore men were nceded. But at the convention
disheartening words in this line came from Presidont Pieper
of Synod. le peponrted:

There was a lack of ministerlal and teacher

candidates and that this lack would be more

pronounced in  the next year.. Therefore he

sugsested to the Diatriet that as many young

men as possible be sent to our institutions,

But since the dlstance from this coast to the

Bast is so great and experience teaches that
fewr boys are sent so far, ho recommended that
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the young peoplo receive t?iir first trein-
ing here in the ilorthwest.

This sowed ths seeds for the eventually founding of the
Northweost?s own training school, Concordla College, Port-

lauc'i.l2

A school committes was also set up at this con-
voention to further ths cause of Christisn oducation in the
District,.

During the succeedins years mors men entered the dise-
trict, and at the end of the fifth year of its existence
there was almost a ~rowth of 150 per cent over the initial
group. Amony; these was W. Luessenhop, who accepted the Call
to Trinity, Portland, ian 1901, A Pastor writes of him:

He was well versed in all branches of thoolozical

knowledze, eminent also for general learning,

capable of an impressive display in the use of

Egnguu:e,_g 1ogieian and brilliant debator, a man13

with a lofty mien and a rare gift of discernment.

It is no surprisc, then, that he was the second prosident
of the District, elacted at the third convention held at
Blooming, Orezon, in 1¢02.1h The KHission Board was conm=-
prised of almost an entirsaly new group, and the omphasis on

Christian esducation as the foundation of a solid Lutheran

110regon and Washinston Distrlet, Synodal=Bericht, 1901
(St. Louis: Concordia Publishing Housr:,_lmﬂo ) "“p—Es"("_L'. transla=-

ted by K. Lorenz).

12, full treatment of the development of the College
willl be found in Chapter VII of the thosis.

13Unpublished manuseript, Archives of the Northwsst
District, Poritland, Ore:on,

1h0reson and Washington District, Synodal=Bericht, 190
(St. Louis: Concordia Pudrlishing House,_Hr—'U_L_gOg 5 DO el b
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congrecation in the mission areas took predominance, Work
was besun in Central ﬂashingtoﬁ, coverling the arocas non-
tioned by Doering in the report printed carlier. Yakima,
Odossa, lienno, all were new additions to the district, being
Serveod resularly. Dut there was a darker side too, A
number of pronising areas were lost through competition to
other Luthoran groupse Both Iowa and Ohio were becouning
more active in thelr work in thesec parta and losses to
these groupes were suffered. Additional manpower in the form
of students was used extensively but still the neods of the
Promising

wore not beinz mets The tables at the end

raa

2
L]

of this chapter illustrate the growth of the District, and
while there was Gisillusionment freguently, the expanszion
remained constanta

The demands for a college and locally trained msn con=
tinued to press upon the Distriet. California=-Nevada also
saw the urgency of loeal training, and for some time the two
attempted a joint effort. Thls was not accomplished, but
in the diversity of minds, there grew the multiplicity of
action; two achools, Concordia Collejge, Portland, opening
its doors’ in the fell of 1905, wita e We J. Sylwester as
Director and Profcssor, and California College, Oakland,
opening che following ycar.

Prgsident Luessenhop had left the Distriet, returning
to the East, and We. H. Behrens of Portland was his successor.

Vhile not the dynamic nersonality his predecessor was, he
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nevertheless was a pirfted theologlan and capable leader.
Hew faces wers continually appearing in the districs now,
and new ficlds finally vrecoiving thelr dus consideration,
Worthern Washington was opened with work in Havillah and
surrounding arcas., The upper reaches of Puget Sound,
Bellinzham and environs, which had been served from
Bverett and Seabttle received a resident man, and the work
in Idaho was pushod, particularly in the south. There worik
2t Payatitc leéd to other surrounding areas: New Plymouth and
Twin Falls. Aalthough 1t was smell, it still marked pro-
gress in meeting the possibillties .of a developinz fruit-
ful farm country. And in the far east of Idaho, Squirrel,
the mother zongregatlon of Ashton, was served regularly
by Reve He Ae C, lieysr, who also did much of the prelimine
ary cxploring in the other Idaho parishes,

Nearly cvery man in the field at this time was also
an "ixplorer.” His job was to develop new areas as well
as ssrve the station he was callod ftos. Typical of this
work 1s a report in 1902 by a missionary:

find vneovnle everywhere, Garmans, Tormer Lutherans,
C

S I G

=
)
o

sli

Irferant.s The so0il is hard, very hard. BIvery-
e I find a desire to instruect the children.

1¢ poople would be glad to entrust their children
o me for instruction.

I was sent out as "explorer,” Iere you have
the results of' my investipgation, HNHow what? Is it
onouzh, or not? Shsll I go still farther, investl-
gate stlll more territory? If the iilssion Board
can reach the decision to provide instruction in
religion for the children, I could, on my second
trip, take the names of tho ochildren who desire

de B2
(1) H
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instruetion. Naturally, we then also have the

responsibllity to continus to care for the spirie

tgal welfare of the children who have beecn lnstruct-

ede I we on our part, wish to pravent the Germans

from roturninz to heathenlsm, then we must instruct
the children, the baptlzed children. Thet is cer=
tainly also mission worke. Don't be frightened LY

the c§gcnac, don't be afrald of what it all might

cost,

Pressing nceds always svident rosponsibllity to follow

¥ s
up and concolidats the work begun, mission-minded concep-
tlon of cost, all those fectors wolghed heavy on the heavts
and minds of the mon as these first years wore on.

The new domands of growth brought changes in District
adninistration. Formerly the District President and Vice-
president had besn visitors-at-large ox officio. The
Convention at Sherwood in 1905 created three circuits,
an Oregon, and Rast-lWashinzton, and West-Washinzton cir-

I 4
cuit, 1% he Indlgent Studont Fund, createé in 1903, and
the Church Zxtension Fund were transforred to independent
. A : 1
comiittees Trom the lission Board at this time also, 7

Hew faces continued to appear and changes during theso
next years multipliod. Fields such as XKennowick, liashing=
ton, Twin Falls, Idaho, and Shefilin (Cornelius), Orsgon,
were orsanizing and calling mend Another congreszation

had been started in Portland, Immanuel, on the east side

of the river in an area known as Sellwood, The Collere

15"Script for Fiftieth Anniversary Movie,” op. cilte.

lﬁorenon-ﬁashington District, Synodal=liericht, 1905.
(St. Louls: Concordia Publishing House, s De lULe

171b1d., p. U7,
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had acquired the scrvices of an add1b16n31 instrucior,
Vicar Lorenz Blankenbuehler of the St, Louis Seminary,
and the full four vear Acadomy program was comploted,
as well as occupancy In their own buildings The capital
of Washington, Olympla, organizsed a congrepation.in 1908
through the efforts of the Tacoma conzrazation, This
eongregation in turn pushsd the work into the Olympie
Peninsula. The Eastorn Washlington aresn, which had been
herd put early in the district's history due to the
shorteme of men, wlso expanded with the orgmanization of
4 coneresation at Walla Walla,

At the 1907 counvention of the District it was resolved

to organize officially, incorporating the District. This

- -

wag carried out, with the name chosen: "Oregon-und-Washing-

V]
-

ton Distrikt der Deoutschen Evangelisch-Lutherischen Synode
von dissourl, Ohio, und endern Staaten."la Southern Uregon
also came into serious consideration again at thls time.

In 1905 a man had been placed there, George Engel, and work
prozressed rapldly, However, In a few years the pressure
of the work wore away his hoalth, and he was forced to
resigns. It was docided to have Doering serve thls terri-
tory again until a man could be placed there, which was
finally done 1n 1911, with the coming of F. Zehe.

A digtrict FPresident was also lost agein, W. He Behrens

130pezon and Washington District, Synodal-Bericht, 190
(St. Louls: Concordia Publishing Housa, §9537, De 19e
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accopting a call to Choster, Illinois, and later to the
faculty of the Seminary at Springfislds Te Stuchs of
Blooming was elected to succesd him, and it fell to him
to puide the district throush the diffieult war years
which were apnroeching. Duving the first years of his
Prasidency all the goo=politicel factors favorsd sxpan-
sion in every direction. While a "country Pasto»" at
heart, he nonetheless was in contact with the expanding
needs of the district in every direction and exarted
strong leadershin.

With the coming of war in 191k, the pressure of the
German languapge problem was being brought into sharp focus.
Althoush in a sense far removed from the more war-centered
areas of thils country, industrial and othorwise, the antl-
German fe~linx was evidente In instances the langzuage
barricr waa carriedé into the courts in one way or another,
so that one veteran of those days reported of a casec be=-
fore 2 judge in which this issue arose, and which led the
Judze to declaim forgefully, "If a GCerman battleshilp
steamed up the Columbia and docked at Portland, whose: side.
would you be on?" It mizht not have bean & practical con-
slderation, warewiss, but such evenis brought times of
erisis to the work of the churchs

But growth continuved, Idaho organized four more
parishss, Rupert, Idaho Falls, Nampa, and Buhl. . Southorn

Orogon added a congrezation at Lebanon, and in Washington
Chehalis and Contralia, formerly independent congregations,
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joined the district, aloag with Wenatchse, a proaching
station, and werc officially orzenized. Slower progrsas,
to be sure, bub the trylng times not only affected the
fiolds, but also the supply of men.

The world was rapidly belnz torn apart in the expending
ravages of o war that threatenod to engulf almost overy
nation. Industry was mellizinS. the Northwest was devel-
oping with this industpialization, and the focus was
turning from the rural to the urban scene. A1l this, to=-
gether with the lenguage problem, hdd a natural effect on

he growth of %the chureh. Propgress was slower et thls time

than oithor bofore or after. Bubt though these were painful

years, they brought with them a rediresction of efforts

C

which was to result in even greater expansion in the decades

10 comnoe.
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TABLE 6
fumber of Pastors
Oregon=-Washington District 1899--1916
No. of
Pastors
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"o statistical sumnary taken years 191l, 1915, as

2 result of rosolution of Delogate Synod.
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TABLE 7
Rumbor of Congrogations and Preaching Stotlons

Oregon-=Washington District 1899--1916

"

Hoe of Cong.
and Statilons
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100
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*Ho statistical sumanary teken years 191L, 1915, as
a rosult of resolution of Delegate Synod.
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TABLE 8
Crowth of Communicant lHembershin

Oregon--Washington District 1899--1916

Ko, of
Communicant

Hembers
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#jo stabtistical sumnary tekon years 191lj, 1915, as
a result of resolution of Deleogate Synod.




CHAPTER IV
WAR AND PEACE

AT our last two conventions I deemed it
necossary to call your attention to the
cxtraordinary conditions surroundinz us,
The secene has been changed, The World
#apr has not come to an end, it still
cavges the whole creation to groan and
travail in pain together until now; but
wo have been enzulfed. What a changel

Prosident L. Stucbet

The war had drawn the United States into active
participation in April of 1917. While the strugsle was in
the main conlined o Burope, the increased lines of
comsiunication, the industerisl growth of the Pacific Coast,
and the completion of the Panama Canal all brought the
Pacific HNorthwest into closer proximity than the actual
distance weuld give appearance. As the war had progresssd
in its carly yoars (1911-1916), an antipathy to everything
that was Gernen devsoloped; this naturally had iﬁs reacition
amons our conzresetions whore the language was almost
universally German. In addition, tho development of war
industry was taking a moodly portlon of the younsg pesople

way from the rural arcas and leading them to the Industri=-

al centers,

iopsron and Washington District," Proccedinzs of the
Thirteenth Conveniion (St. Louis: Concordia Publisning louso,

m’: Pe 5o
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In 1917 the delegate Synod met. The following year
the thirtsenth conventlon of the district met atb Tacoma,
Washington. For the first time in the history of the dis-
trlet the entire sessions were conducted in the English
languages President Stuebe explained the condiltions de-
manding this, and the convention fully epproved, The
words heasding this chapter arc his concluding remarks on

the sltuation. The unanimous approval, however, dld not

prevent an uneasy attitude and nervous tension from belng |
present. Iiach Tolt that this was not a one time occurenco,
but that this was the comlinz condition. The sudden change
from thelr accustomed language, the bond which had kept
church and family together in meny individual's thinking,
left them in a state of verbal frustration that was not
easily overconc,
Without question, however, this language transition,
though forced, was distinet blessing to the district.
It may not have beon rocognlzed at the time, but Rev. F,
Schoknecht, one of the ploncer Pastors (1893) who spent
almost his entire ministry in the district, wrote in the
District llgssenger in April, 1929:
If the Lutheran Church owes a speclal debt of
gratitude to any of our lator presidents, it 1s
WVoodrow Wilson., No matter what attitude one holds
over azalnst his policiss, this remains an undenie
able fact, that under his mensgement of affairs the
Tutheran church scbove othars, in 1ts German, Hore
wegian, Swedish, and othor branches, was liberated
from its forsisn lancuape captivity, a bondaze

which erippled the mission work also of thlas dils-
trict for many yvears.
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liowr, at last, we have Christlan schools doing

Justice to the inhoritanco of American chlldren, by

teaching theom the erced and prayors in thelr lane-

fuage, and our seprvices are open to wilder cireclses,

» o o o The sword cut the Gordilen knot which educators

had vainly tried to untie in the years before the war,
At the 1919 convention, however, the majority of the business
was conducted in German, althouzh there were some English re- .
ports, It was claimed that so sudden a shift of lanzuage
for the majority of the mon had hampered understanding, and,

likewise, thoir presontation of their thouﬁhts.3 From the

convention of 1918 on, however, mors and more Enzlish was
employed until ths sradual svolutlion into its complete usage |
was accomplichad.

1 1913 the proposal of tho iission Board to em-

Alraady
Ploy a full iime Dirsctor of iliissions had bson prasented to
the convention, but was votad &own.h In 1918 it was raintro-
duc:d, and this time the district went along with th: reso-
lution, I% was not until 1920, however, that a Call was
issued, and tho services of Reve. We. Fe Georg wore secured.

Just as the missionafy efforts of Buchler had doninae-
ted the work at first on the coast, and then the labors of

Doerin; in the Northwust, so the concern of missions now

ZSimon, e Pep lilssouri Lutherens in Oreson (Unpublished
manuscript In ths Archivees of the Northwast Distriet, PFort-
land, Orazon), pe 15.

30regon-ﬁash1ngton District, Symodal=-3ericht, 191
(st. Louls: Concordia Publishin: Housz, 1920), De 5e

hﬂragon-rashington District, Synodal=Saricht, 1913
(st. Louis: Concordia Publishing House, 1913), De X.
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finds its porsonification in the work of Pastor Georg. A
pastor in the rurel areas of Iowa, ho had been called %o the
presldency of Bethany Collage, iankato, iilnnesota, in 1912,
In 1917, however, tho college was clossd becauss of the war,
and Rev. Georg holped orgmanize the National Tutheran Educa-
tlon Socisty and soliclted funds for educationsl purposes
during the next two years, It was at this time that ho re-
celved and cecepted the Call proffered by the lission Board
to become Superintendent of ulssions for the District.

Thz dubies of this position were at first loosaly de=
fined, and resaechesd £inal foraulation some years lator as
follows:

e o o Visit all mission places; to scrve tomporarily

vacant fleldss to advise the lission Board in ecallinz

missionerics for the various fielda; to attend the
msetines of the Mission Board; to present the missions
and thelr newds in sslf=-supporting conzregations; to
attend the various confarances as far as possiblej

©0 Lo the official visitor of the missionariss; and

Lo be under the direct saon of, and to be responsible

to, the Lission %oard.

To this was apponded the somowhat superfluous note, "to

‘u

ON

start new ficlds,.” His arrival In the district in 1920
wvas to Introduce an era of thirty ycars! service in the
Northwest, culminating in his death in October of 1950,

Durin:; this time he served g8 Superintendent of iissions

S'Oﬂeﬂons.asninﬂ,on District" Procccdings of the Wine-
teenth Convenbtilon (St. Louis: Concordia Pubiisning Housc,
92 2 Pe 30,

’r

“Ibid,
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until 19468, whon the office was abolished, its functions
having beoon taken over by the Executive chretary.T

lev, Coorg himself recalls the followins at the time
be was considering the call at the convention of tho Goner-
al Synods

It seems thot my friend, with whom I had an intor-

view did not get a very good impreasion of me, be-

cause of my corporal physique, AfGer his return

from the convention he made the remark to an offi-

clal of the district: "I think we mado a2 mistake

in ealling Rev. Georg." When asked why, he an-a

swored, "He's too heavy=-he cannot get around,®
This prediction did not hold true. In reviewing his woric
at the tino he wetired from the office of liission Director,
the following stotistics wore made known. He had laid
hands on sintyeoipght pastors. He had traveled over one
million mlles by train alone, not to mention other means
of transportation. Seventeon congrepgations and missions
Were bepun by him personally. In addition, the regular
work of a narisgh minister was present in that he aver-
aged soventv-Lwo sermons a yvear and approximately two

hundred and forty pastoral and mission visits.g An enviae

ble record for a man who was too rotund "to get around."”

T"Northwest Distriet Suoplement," Lutheran Witness,
Vol., LXIX, Ho., 1 (January 10, 1950).

B"Script for Pifticth Anniversary liovie," op. cit.

Iopthwest District Supploment,™ op. cit.
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Suming up his offorts, former District President
Wleort Junsson observed:

iluch of the credit for the great increase in our

district, incresse in the number of pastors, church

vuildin;s, parsonages, is due under God to Rov,.

“eory who has been superintendent of missions for

thirty years, Ho sment most of his time not in

superintonding missions, but in starting them and
strengthening them. He was not interested in any-
thing but missions. He talked about nothing bub
nmissicns. Ho spent many a night in depots and on
traing, sitting u» vhile we wero aslocp. When the
depression came, he reduced his owm salary. His

home was always open t0 overyono. Yos, Rev.

Geory "roughed iB for Christ" in Oregon, Washing-

ton, and Idaho,

The missionary outlooic which dominated the first con-
vention o the District was still the keynote of the
labors, and it ook its lead now in the person and office
of the Direcior of liissions.

The arrival of Rev. feorg marked a change in the
pPolicy of mission worl. Pioncer conditions were passing.
Doerinz, outside of Portland, had centered his attention
llore upon the country settlements. But the field was too
large now for svstematic visits of any frequoncy to single
familics. Georpg carried out +the policy emvhasized by the
District conventicn which called him, and set his sipghis
on the cities. The last horse "resigned from the mission
sorvice of our church in this state in lit. Angel in the

Spring of 1922" writes Rev. Zehe in the Hessenqer.ll

10w50nint for Piftleth Anniversary iovie," op. cit.

1151!]!0[1. DDe citey Pe 18.
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That year the district rosolved to pay three hundred
dollars Goward the purchase of a car by a missionary. The
automoive aze had arrived.

In keeping with improving the conditions of the
missionarics, the Board had raised the salary from Tifty
to fifty-Tive dollars a month in 1918. The Distriet con-
vontion of the next year upped the minimum to eighty
dollars, o liberal Tipure for the times. A%t the same con=-
veniion the quostion of stressing the school as well as
the teaching of Tnglish was brought up once more. The
attitude was best expressed in this abridged quote:

It would be questionable wisdom to return to

teaching =uiizion in German. Our children are

fhi?kigﬂwin Ehohﬂngl§ah lan:uiﬁe. ¢« o ¢ ¢ "he

vord of' (God is for dally use.

Also the liission Doard reportud on the importance of in-
gtitubional work. It was decided to grant a leave of abe
gsnce from his congregaition to some minister so that he
could zive his time to this work and tost its potential,
But no one could be obtained. After a -year had gone by
without f'inding anyone, this work was added to the duties
off the now Director of Miasions.13 To do such work with
any thorouzhness would obviously be impossible for a man
burdened with so much responsibility already; but at least

the institubtions received more attention than had heretoflfore

1200noon--tiashington District," Synodal-Bericht, 191
(Sts Louiz: Concordia Publishing Housefx%§2573'iﬁfﬁﬂzl'-ﬁljz

1331510[1, ODe citc. Pe 18.
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boen given thom. Goorg continued to sorve thom sporad-
lcally for the next years, assisted whorever poasible by
the nearest pastor.

I? we would characterize tho lust decade as ono of
difficultios, the twonties were certainly yoars of ex-
pansion. Hev. Je. A. Rimbach, of Trinity, Portland, was
elocted Presidont in 1918 and introduced this new .era.
Wall acquainted with the domands of the district, having
served in various officaes "or the twelve years previous,
ho led the work into the twenties. TFor reasons of health,
however», he felt constrained to rofuse moelaction, and Rev.
Weert Janasen of Valkima, Washington, was elcected to the
office in 1921,

Undor his loadership, the District mot two crises
which occupied the loreground at this time. Tho one
cantered about a church discipline problem at Grace
Church in Portland, This congrezation had orisinally
been formed as a result of a class of adults which Rev,
Rimbach of Trinity had instructed and confirmed in Eng-
lishe To meect their neods Tor English services, offered
only oceasionally at this time, they organized a conzregoe-
tion in 1909, using the facilitles of Trinity for worship.
For tho next ten years thoy were served by several men, cach
men coming after an extensive vacancye. Navortheless, the
membership grew, and property was acquired. In 1919 they

called Rev. C. He Bornhard and rapid growth was exporienced.
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AT the same time thoy achioved self-supporiing status.

In 1921, however, a quarrel arose which was to lead to
its eventual soperaiion from the lissouri Synod. A few
ladies in tho congrogation had besn taken up for admon-
ition, and then for church discipline. They wore cited
before the congregaticn and did not appear. Instead, a
protest was lodjod before the congregation. The case was
appealed to the Visitor of the ecircuit, but remained un-
settled, and from 1921 on remained in continuous dispute.
At the succeeding District conventions it was taken up, as
woll as broupght to the attontion of the Presiﬁenp'of the
general body, Ir. P, Plfotenhauner, Visitations, commiitee
studies, and personzl appeals werc mede throughout the
ensuing yvears without effect. Pastors hecame porsonally
involved in the issues, and the matter became a veritable
nountaln, far out of proportion to its begimnings. Finally,
in 1927, the Convention resolved that

Grace church acted hastily and wrongfully in

axcomnunicating the ladlies, and thereby invall-

dated the excommunication; and we nlead with Gra

congrosation to correct its erring view on_this.
Presidenﬁ Jangsen onee more attempted o deal with the
group, but tec no avail, so that the 1929 convention ro-
solved to sever its relations with the offending congro-

gation "until it sees its error.“ls An eppeal to this

lh“O?egon-washinfton District," Proceedings of INNino-

teonth Conveonbion, 1927 (St. Louis: Concordia Publishing
House, 1928), p. 33.

15“Oregon-Waahin3ton District," Proceodin-s of
Twentieth Coiivention, 1929, op. cilt., pe 30.
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docision was carried to Synod by Rove J. Duchow of Havillah,
Washington, who had ogpoused the cause of Grace church, but
the goneral body uphold the district declsion.

Bernhard, meanwhile, was forced o resign because of
illness and the congregation voted to affiliste with the
Wisconsin Synod, which accopted them and supplied them
with o Pastor. Ijo reconciliction has boen effectad.16

The socond item of major interest in this decade was
the Oreson School Law fighte. Tho School Bozrd of the dise-
trict was almost compleotely talton up with this matter from
1922 to 192l.. 4 law had been passed in 1922 raquiring the
attondance of all children 2t public schoolse While it
is usuwally arffirmed that this was 2 imed directly at the
Roman Catholic church, it would have dealt a fatal blow
to our system also, Luthoran and Roman Catholic fought
side by side togetheor with loaders of private schools,
and finally, in 192, tho State Supreme court -unanimously
declarod the law unconstitutional on the princinle that it
violated the riszhits of parents; Thua, our schools wore
prosarved, but tho long battle had taken a heavy toll of
the finances of the district and tho oxtension of Chrigt-

ian oduca'i::’.on.l7

16The files of Concordia Historical Institute as well
as the District Archives contein a woalth of material cover=-
ing every aspect of the case.

17Synod also aided tho group, and the complete recoxd

of the fight is presorved in the Concordia Historical Institute.
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The latter could not be solely attributed to the
School Might. Already in 1919 at the convention of the
Gistrict, President Rimbach had warned

Lot us be careful that by the change into the Tng-

lish language we do not lose our schools, Enslish

churches need those fully as much as German con-
grogoationa, Ve havo our schools not for the Gor-

man lansuage, but on account of the Word of God,

The school is the nursory of the church. When the

school flourishos then also the church will flour-

ish. Vhen the achooisfﬁlla into ruin, the conzre-
gation will declineo.
It was unforimmnte that this viow of tho achool a3 the pre-
Scrver of the fGrerman language was too prominent and brougsht
with it consequent weporcussions in the School Fight, How=
ever, his words did not ro unheeded, and while the schools
declined, they did not disappear.

But this wvas tho decade of oxpansion. While these
matters scom to take the limelipht, the work of th: church
progresasad nuiotly ‘but with vigor. The 1921 convention
had amonded’ the ceonstitution so as to eliminate the word
"Zorman" from the offical name of the District.l? The
same year a District papor was established. Tor a fow
years previous the !Mission Board had been sendinz out a
monthly bullotin, and this sorved as the precursor of the
Hdessenpor. Tho Portland Pastoral Conforence was assigned
the work of supervision and Pastor Rimbach was named Editor,.

It was a bilingual publication and a small subscription

18ynpublished manuscrint in tho Horthwest District
Archives, Portland, Oregone.

19synodal-Bericht, 1921, op. cit., pes 22.
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fee was charged.?0 In 192) R. Messorli of Oregon City
replaced Rimbach ag edlitecr and several vears later, 1927,
the paper was sent out freo to all congregations until the
Postal vegulations prohibited this. A gradual switch to
an all Znr;lish publication was accomplished, and ?aétor Je
Pe lMaler of Tillamool took over the aditorial reoins in
1933. 'Thus, the printed word also brousht the attention
of the district to misaions.

Rove Georpg traveled Tfar and wide oxploring Tields.
And bearing the mission potential of the school in mind,
the District resolved in ite 192l convention to add to his
duties those of District Suporintondent of SGhoola.Zl
During this period the following congresations and preache
ing stations were beogun and in many cases sorved nersonally
by Georg: in Owepon: Orogon City, 19213 Roseburg, 1921;
Tillomool, 1921; Bend, 19233 Calvary, Portland, 1925; Olney,
19203 Scasido, 1927. In Washingbon; Dishman, 19233 Klicki=-
tat, 1923 Longview and Kolso, 1925,

The growth in the cities also added to the district.
Hope, Zion, and Calvary, all of Scattle, were orpganized at
this time. Tocoma and Spokane each added another congro-
gations New flelds in central Washington were explored and

served, as well as Southern Idahos The Tables on pages 83,.

2°S’mon, Obe cltey, pe 20,

2lsvmodal-Boricht, 192k, op. clt., pe Ll.
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8, and 85 nicture graphically the growth experienced
during those years,

In 1922 ancthor inrovation dosigned to sprosd the
Kingdom was introduced in the form of a mail mission. Its
object was o serve the Luthorans in the District who were
too far from any local congregation. Tho liission Board
handled this and reported in 192l that a mailing list of
over Two hundred names was being regularly supnlied with
church papers, printed scrmons, tracts and tho lika.za
Corroapondence on spiritual problems was invited. Once
again this placed another burden upon the Director of
flasions wheo handled this at its inception, and again in
1930, the interim finding Teachor F, Westerkamp of the
liizsion Board assuming the responaibility,23

Tho 1927 District Convention at Snohomish, Washington,
duly noted the oxpension. TFor better edninistration a
Board of Directors was asked to be created, but this nlan
did not ment with the approval of the convention as a
whole., Instead the Church Extention Board which had sorved
Separately over the vecars was absorbed into the iilssion

- s L} -
Board so that these aroas would not u:>v¢arblo.p.'glr liission-

22$imon, Oze cite, me 20.

23Ibid., Pe 21,

aa"aragon-washington District,"™ Procesdings of the
Hinateenth Convention, 1927, op. cite., D« 37.
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mindodnoss remained contral in the district'!s thinke
ing, and it was resolved to increase service to the State
Institutions and to bezin mission worl among the Indians
on the Colville Reservation., The rosponsibilities had to
be met on every i'ronte.

It was a prosperous docade. The work expanded and the
district grow. The outlook was most encouraging. How
buildings had been rromised by Synod for the school at
Portland, and the supply of men was increasing. Fvery
roason for undiminishod optimism was present. But just
around the corner lay the ominous Yerash" of 1929, That
"Black October 29th™ was to cast its dark shadow from
coast to coasb, and the times of Depression lay at the

door,
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TABLE 9
hanbeor of Pastors

Oregon--Washington District 1917--1928

Hoe. of
Pastors

Ei | AT

-_— -

gl i | 2NN
17 18 19 20 21 22 23 2, 25 26 27 28

Yoar
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TABLE 10
Humber of’ Congregations and Preaching Stations
Orogon-=Washington District 1917=--1028

Nos of Conge
and Sgutions

f: X // : /‘\/

w5 |—Y ~

17 18 19 20 21 22 23 2. 25 26 27 28

Yoar
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TABLE 11
Crowth of Communicant Ismborship

Orsgon--Washington District  1917--1920

o, of
Communicant
llombers
8000
7500
T000

6500
6000 |- ”‘?”,1*

5500 —

5000 4
500 [
hooo
3500
3000

17 18 .19 20 21- 22 23 2 25 26 27 28

Yoar
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CHAPTER V
TS YEARS OF DEPRESSION

insert a warning against littleneas

he Because of lack of Tfalth of some
aadcrs, 1t was impossible to place

candidates that graduated in ths

Gliirtlese o » o « The real greoat men in

cur churchh pleoaded, nearly on their knees,
out in vaine o« o « o The Lord grant thet

whon the next depression comes, we may do

as our Fathers did 4in 139Li; They did not .
closs colleges; they opened several of them,

Reve Weert Janssen1

fhese words by Reve. Janssen were actually & commen=-
tory on the situstion lookinz back upon 1t after World
War IT, lowever, it foll to hils lot to guide the affairs
of the district durins the greater half of the trying de-

Pression years. Havinz besn elocted to thils office al-

t;
@
0
4
=
-

2 1921, ho was to guide the destinies of the Dise
trict for fifte -ﬁ vears, Without question the last soven
werc the most difficult,

Actuwally, two major items that were deecided during

this time wore carcied ovor from the previous ysars. DBoth

involve the expansion of mission work in the lorthwest, and

both felt the Depression affect theme The first of those

l"uovio Seript for Fifticth Anniversary Film," Un=
publishad manuseript in Horthwest District Archives,’
Portland, Orcgone.
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mattors concerncd tho division of the District. Such a
policy was not new to Synod and cortainly not to tho Dise-
trict, for it had ovolved from such a division.

AT tho Conventlion of 1927 an overturs was introduced
designed to divide the Distriet into two parts: a Vashing-
ton District, comorising that state and the northern scce
tion of Idaho, and an Oregon District, consisting of that
state and thos southsrn vortion of Idaho. However, thoro
was not sufficlent time left during that convention to
oive the matter proper discussion and-so it was carried
over for fuller discussion at the next convention.

The plan wasg offerad so that tho work of the Church
mizht be carried on more officiently in a more manazeable
arca. Two basic roasons offerad for the division were
population and territory. In an information shest pro=-
vided at tho convention the following reasons were given
8s workinz in its favor: (abridged)

The aim of this ovorture is reduction of the vast

territory in our District for the purposs of carry=-

inz on the work of the church more effectively and

Intensively. Synod has always based the boundary

lines for its districts on State lines. The division

of our territory is not serious. It will not affect
our stand toward the Gonoral Synod or the relestion-
ship to the congreszation. It will change nothing

but a boundary line. It 1s simply a rezoning. If

it is done in interest of efficloney, then it is
rrood business.

It is also 7ood business, because it will not
cost more, but rather have the opposite effect.
Because:

be Tho presidents work increasas in larger

districts. In some Distrlets the dis-
trict pays the =salary of an assiatant
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pastor in order that the preslident may
have time to do the work.

¢ce More officors will not inereasc our pay=-
roll as our officers are not paid.

©e It wlll make our dollars perhaps rcach a
1ittle further or do a litile morz work
in the mission fiold,.

fe It will not work e hardship on Cenersl
Synod who now and n1wa33 have subsldized
our misglion work., Vie will not require
a laraser subsidy becauss of a div;sion.

- A number of other considerations played an important’ role
in the discussion ab the convention the following year
(1923), Better representation of the Northwest at Synodi=
eal conventions are well as sreater lay narticipation in

District ar

]

2irs wore among these arguments.

-d

The plan was that if the 1928 convention approved the

L)

division of the District, they would lay the petition he-

fore the General Synod of 1929 and then consumete the

division at the 1930 convention of the original District,

this group electinz 1ts new respective officers and

boards, The division of the proverty was to be offacted

on the basis of communicant membership as well as the funds
and equipment of the various boards. Ko chanze as far as

3

the relationship to Concordia College, Portland, was planned.

The table immediately following illustrates the change on

2inpublished manuscript in the Northwost District
Archlves, Portland, Oregzon.

31pid.
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the basls of the 1927 I':lr-;ures.ll

Comparative Strensth of Proposcd Districts

District Pastors Souls Contile Total Funds

Oregon 32 5637 3359 $13,733.71
Washington 30 5269 321l & 9,849.38

Thus, the matter was carried into the 1928 Diatrict con-
vention at Portland., Considering the importence of the

situation, it was reforred to a comnittee for studye.

The matier was brousht to the convention floor azain at

Tecoma, Vashington, in 1930, and it was resolved to refer

5

the matter to the individual congregations for a decision.
The 1931 convantion at Portland gave the entire mattsr a
thoroush discussion, but again the decision was postponed
with the following rosolution:

Yo eleet & committee of six men, three pastors’

and threc laymon, carefully to study the guestion

of the division of the District, and that they pub-

*idﬂ, so far as possible, all arzuwionts pro and con

uar** months before ths 1933 sessions of our Dis-
rict convention. The following were electod to

ser;e on this committse: Revs. Nitz, Engelbrecht, 6

e Nross; Hessrs. A. Bngel, J. Neils, Hugzo Schmidt.

bnaa.

5”Oreaon-ﬁauhington District,” Proceedinss of the Twent
first Convention, 1930 {St. Louls: Concordia Publishing House,
930 9 Poe .!.3.

4
Y10rezon=-ashington Nistrict,” Proceedinzs of the Twenty=-
sacond Gonvonu1on, 1931 (st. Louis. Concordia Publishing ilouse,

931), 2. Sle
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During thesc next two years the matter wae discussed throuzgh=
out the District and from these discussions a new dovelop=
ment evolved,

The congresations in Southern Idaho had for a number
of years felt cut off from the large ssction of the dis-
trict, The diffricultics imposed by distance wers alreoady
Present in the ecarliest days and held up the development
of the regzion for some years. With the fever of separation
in the air, thess bhrethren came to the 1933 Convention at
Hillsboro, Ovrscson, with the counter resolutlon that they
be granted the »ight to petition Synod for a District
status. This had its effect on the previous plan for
division and the comaittes reported the following:

1) That the request of the Southern Idsho breth=-

ren to petition Synod for the formation of a
separatoc Synodlcal District be granted.

2) ng? there be no Synod%cal division botween

Oreogon and Washington.
Thus, the planned division of the Oregon and Washington
District was dropped for good. There is little question
es to the influence the Depression had on this, The time
vas not ripe for an expension in those directions.

The Idahc brethren carried thelr petition to the

Delezate Synod at Cleveland in 1935. They cited as the

first and immediate reason the question of distance which

7"0rogon-ﬁashington District," Proceedinss of the Twenty-
third Convention, 1933 (St. Louis: Concordia fublIshIng House,
3)s Ps 33
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was involved. Idaho was almost soven hundred milss from
the coastal arcas whers the work of the District was most
heavily concentrated. Good administration dictated a
eloser arrangemsnt in a promising mission field such as
theirs. Thoy azlso indicated the unusual quality of their
mission problom, Idaho was a predominantly llormon aree (as

it

8 in the main today), and no consideration of this in

me o o o T B ¥
misslionary tochniques can be adequately givesn on the larger

.

scale of the antire Northwast. Finally, thay were convinced

that they could almost be financlally self-sustaining on the

3

basis of their past contributions and district support.

M .
21

[¢)

potition reecelved careful consilderation at the
Delezats Synod, bubt azain the shadow of the aconomic situ-

1ts sheore of rloom upon any such expansion

D

ck
[=s

ation cas

plans. In its report, the conventlon commlttss agreed
that the diastance problem was a ssrious matter, but that
the other factors outwelghed bhis and rojected the memor-
ial on the following grounds:

The fact that the nsw district would be a small
one, consisting of only twelve pastors, twzlve
congra;zations, with two thousand souls; in visw
of' the further fact that the pastors of Idaho
are all comparatively youngor men; and in viow
of the additional fact that thias now district
wvould bz In nesd of some subsidy.

8¢nvanzslical Lutheran Chureh of !Missourl, Ohlo, and

Other State:," Proccedinzs of Thirty-sixth Roguler Convention,
1935 (St. Louis? Concordis Publishing House, 1935), Pe 205

9Ibid., p. 205.
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The committee report was adopted by the convention., Thus,
all the division plans which had evolved over the eizht yecar
beriod came to nauvzht, and the Distriet structure has ro=-
mained unchansed to dates

The second matiter occupying the attention of the Dis-
triet at the turn of the decade was the introduction of a
new territory into the District area. The fleld of Alaska
wes decmod ripe unto harvest., Actually, the work of the
Church in Western Canada in a number of aress adjoining
the Oregon-ilashington District did not respoct specific
district lines, This was natural due to the phaysical
aspscts of the ares. The territory of Alaskae stood in this
matter in an cdd position., Nabtural access was difficult
from e¢ithier region., In 1928, however, the mission work was
bogun at Anchorage.l? The work actually came under the
Home llissions Board of Synecd, but was handled in many re-
spects from the Northwest.

Alacke has been for many years the most misunder-
stood possession of the United States. Ever since the
time of its acquisition, when the name "Seward's Icebox" was
ziven in impolite daference to the Secretary of State who
engincsred its purchass “rom Russla, the facts of this
bountiful and productive land have been frequently obscured

in the myth and legend of total Eskimo population and per=-

10“Upon Thls Roek,” Fiftieth Anniversary booklet of the
Northwest Distriect, 1959, Archives of Concordia Historical

Institute, St. Louis.

R P P —
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petual sub-zero weathor. This has carried over into the
area of church work, which forcos upon the uninformed the
subsequent painful admission that almost a half-contury
before the Orogon Trall and the Gold Rush, tho Eastsrn Or-
thodox as well as the Luthoran Church was funetioninz in
that arca.tl

Haturally, the first church in the territory was the
Russian Orthocdox communion. MHMissionaries went slong with
the first explorers and bullt churches, extonding thelr
work slso to the native population. An imperial order of
Catherine the Treat in 1793 sendins oleven misslonarics to
the territory marks the officiasl bezlnning of church work
in Aleska.'2 Tt beecamo an independent dlocese 1n 1338 and
nunbered 19, 551 communicents some three yzers later, of
whaleh 2, 532 were nabives.:d

lio exact date for the founding of a Luthoran congreo=-

gation or church can be ziven, It can bo fairly csrtaln,

howsver, that by 10839 a Lutheran conzrogation nad been oa-
tablishsd, Tho causes for this are no doubt found in the
policy of the Russian rulers of that time in attracilng as

meny skilled workers from Ceraany snd the Scandlnavian

-151m9n, Jonn ;., “coms Fects about Russian and Luther=
an Churchss in Early A 1asda§" Foncondia Historical Instituto

"‘\J.art'::rl‘.f, XI, 2 (Jl‘.l\-' .-

1275360, Do 576

\in

137114,
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countrica as possible. Reve John Simon, in his study of
the early Alaskan roligious situation, quotes:

To provide for this population, a Lutheran minister

was socnt to Sitka in 1339 and remained until 1845,

Ile was the celebrated Reve Uno Cymnacus, who aftor-

Pri;frhaixne Eamras as the founder of the Finnish

¥y School
Reve Cyznoous also worked among the native population, cre=
ating at this time a system of education focusinz on manual
training, for which he hocame noted. The work amongs those
Indian tribv:s was difficult, for they worec commonly considerad
the most trsacherous of any American Indian zroup.

By the spring of 1841 a church building for the Tuth-
erans was In existence. It included e small, but excellent,
Pipe organ brought from Germany, an vnusual item for any
church wost of the Misslssippi at that time, much less in
Alaska, > Visitors reported that the Lutherans were a
bleasing there, for even the Orthodox priests.were noted
as Inveterate topers with little concern for the natives.
The finaneial ncoeds of the church were provided by the
Russian=-American Fur Companve. With the purchase of the
Alaska Territory by the United States, however, the Luthe-
eran church came to an end there, and for elmost thirty

years there was no activity. The arrival of Reve Ts Le

Broviz of the Norwezian Synod in 189l brought its reintro-

.4

lhlbidcg Do 58,
15 'Ibid., Pe 59.
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duetion,.1d

Two yoars later the Alaskan Torritory came into nation=-
el proninenc: with its Klondike Gold Rush. Tho cyes of
. every asdventure hungry individual turned toward this now
territory, and from this date a gradusl settlinz of the
land took place, In 19280 the Missourl Synod bezan its work
at Anchoraze. This was soon doomed, however, due to the
economic conditlons prevailing in the United States and
the resultont cutbacks in slow and distent mission fields.
Thus, the mission at Anchorsge was clos:zd in 1932.

However, conditions became mors fevorable agaln in 1935,
and, at the request of the Ceneral Mission Board, the Dise-
trict Board took over this field, as wall as engering in
new work in the Matanuska Valley.17 Rev. P, M, L, Nitz and
Reve Georr traveled to Palmer (in the Matanuska Valiey) and
canvessed the arena that year, deciding to ostablish the
mission at Palmer, with Anchorage bsing ssrved as a proach=-
ing stn‘i::‘.x.um.1'S Ste John's Lutheran Church was orzanized in
Palmer in 1937, dodiceting e bulldinz that same ycars. Pas-
tor R, !i. Fricling served as thelir first resident pastor,

While the guostion of District division and the ontry

Into Alaska were itoms of major consideration during these

10Tn1d,, p. 62.

17"gonvention Ssetion,”™ The Lutheran lMessenzer, = -
XV, 5 (July-August, 1935), L.

18"Upon This Rock," op. cit.
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years, thers was no let up in the usual work of the District.
The promisinz outlook of the Twenties was dimmed, but the
alssion view was not Llost in spite of the trying conditions.
The 1930 convention laid plans for a masé canvass of the
Distrlet to ineclude avery towm with a population of one
thousend or above, such a canvass to include mass moatinszs
i DOSSihTe.lq Send them out, two by two, was the plan, It
was hopasd that the funds would be avallable for the exten-
8lve usc of this method. If possible, the largzer city con-
grozotlons were to employ vicar-candidates so that the
Supply of rraduates of the semineries, which was now cguale
Ing and surpassing the demand, could be adeguatoly used,

The noxt year saw 1little change in the situation. The
pPlan remained misslon-centered, and new filelds were con-
tinually beinz ovaluateds But the economic pressures were
pushing hard, A resolubtion at the 1933 convention was in-
troduced which would have abolished the office of Field
Secretary (Director of Missions).20 It was defeated, but
the very pres-nece of 1t indicates the strain under which

the men were working. The needs wero increasing, the men

were avallable, but the funds were lackinge.

19"0rogon-Washington District," Procecdinzs of the Twon=-
ty-first Convention, 1930 (Ste. Louis: Concordia Fublisning
iouse, ;1930)5+Pe 3lle ,
20"0rogon-Washington District," Proceedingzs of the Twone
ty-third Convention, 1933 (St. Louis! Concordia Publishing

House, 1933), p. 22.
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In an effort to increase the manpower without additlone
al expenss, all mission salarles were cubt one hundred and
£ifty dollars per annum in 1934.21 The Nission Board had
to report sorrowfully, nonetheless, that while a minimum
of silx candidates could have been usaed, and were availeble,
only ocne could he callede And yet, monetary problems wera
not the only ones which fmced the convention. In 1934 tﬂoy
had to deal with the problem of the movics==a situatlon that
strikcs one humorously today-=but was considared a gresat
threat to the church them, Severel resolutions wers passed,
condemning motion plctures for moral laxlty, and consuring
pastors who condoned attendence by mzfbers of th:ir congre-
gations at offensive pictures.za In 511 fairness, however,
it should be noted that at this time the movis industry
did not control the contont of the picture to the degree
that it doecs today.

In the area of Indian mission work an- attompt was mede
to save, Tho Synodical Board for Home liissions begzan hand-
ling this, for, after the beginnings of the work in the
Colviliec mission did not fare too well, the interest ia the
work shifted to Forb Hall,. Idaho, with the program taken

over completely by the Gensral Synod.23 In 1932 Rev. F.

21"0regon—ﬂashington District," Proceedinzs of the Twen=-
ty-fourth Convsntion, 193 (St. Douls: Concordia Publishing
ouse, 1934), pe 31.

221bidl’ De ,-1.10

ZB"Evangelical Lutheran Oynod of iilasouri, Ohlo, and

" Other States,” Thirty=-firfth Regular Conventlon, 1932, p. 113.
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Gelswinklor was sont by the Board to the Yakima reserva-
tion in Weshington, but this ocventually was dlscontinued
in 1938, veing declared a barren fie'.l.d.2h

The parochisl school was suffering to a large extent
2t this time. After the previous decade!s battles against
state law and langusge problema, the economic conditions
Struck a wealkened situation. But the plea for more
8chools wes continuousiy volced, and the District School
3oard attemptsed in every way to furthor the cause of
Christian Lducation, both on the parish level, and in the
support of the colleze at Portland.

In 1935 Reve Fe M. L. Nitz was elected president of
the District. The conditions of t e nation were improving.
“eonomic reforms instituted by the federal government woere
proving valuable, not only from a fiscal standpeint, but
Induced incrensed mipgration to the Northwest and created

nission posssibilities in such flelds as Ce Ce Ce work. The

Mission BDoard could réport that year thet six of the seven
candidates serving es viears could be given regular ce.lls.25
Rev. Weert Janssen had led tho District through these try-
ing years. MHis own work was enviable, for there is hardly

C
a town in Central Yashinzton boasting one of our churches

eh“ﬁvangalical Luthoran Synod of Missouri, Ohio, =nd

Other States,” Prodecdings of the Thirty-seventh Resular Con-
vention, 1938 (5T, Louls: Concordia Publishing iHouse, 1930),

25" onvention Soctlon," The Lutheran liessengers XV, 5
(July-Aucust,.19356), L.
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Which 1s not i1s some way indsbted to hils labors. From
rPogular church buildingzs to tents and trailzr missions,
he brought the Word of God to those people. In his owm
words he comments:

Over one hundred congragations, pastors, their

wives and children brought much happiness into

my life through their frisndlincss and hospi-

ﬁality, It has hgen a wonderful life for an

unwrorthy sinner.e?

Reve FFe e Ty Nitz too was a ploncor in ths District.
He acceptsd the eall to Bollingham, Washington, immedi-
ately upcn his gresduatlon from the Ste. Louils seminary in
1903 and remained thers for his entire ministiry. Prior
to his election to the presidency, he had served as a Vice-
President of the District. Under his leadership in thesse
reconstruction and war years, the District pushed ever on-
ward with renewed vigor into the mission field,

AL the 1937 convention an extensive rssolution call-
ing for the establishment of a Board of Pirsctors was in-
troduced.zT This Board was to consist of nino men, the
Prosident, Treasurer, two pastors, one teacher, and four
laymesn. ILs purpose was to consolidate the various oxiste-
ing boards under one unifisd zroup. This motion was given

over for discussion during the following two ycars to

a committee. ilo action was taken in 1939, but it was

26“30ript for Fiftleth Anniversary lovie," op. cite.

2Tngonvention Issuo," The Lutheran lisssenzer, XVI, 10
(September, 1937), 20.
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8gain rozolved that a complete study be made for report
the following yuer,

The 1540 convention ai Tacoma brought the discussion
of the Bonrd of Directors! proposals to a head. While re-
Jeeting the orizilnal resolution submitted in 1937, 1t ro=-
solved that the District should have a Board of Directors,
and that a committee bo sct up which would formulate a
more workeble plan for the next convention in 19h2, It
was up&erstaod that il no sultable substitute was developed,

g . 28
the resolutlon creating the Board wo:ld not go into effect.

Ths plcture was brightoning. An era which was entered

upon thro.~h the door ol sconomie tragedy was once more

-
-
~

’

stabillzeds The mission appeal of the church had not been
lost, althouzh it was sometimes stalled. New fields had

beon sntersd, OChristian education in the Distriet had
suffersd to a large dezres, but the future looked brighter

in this area alsoc. The keynote of the moment now centered on
better organization to meet expending needs. Begimninzs in
this respect are found in the district-wide canvasses at-
tempted and the introduction of the District Wdition of the

Lutheran Witnecs with the conssguent elimination of the

Lutheran liessonso? in 1937 in the blanket subscription

25"OrogonPWashington District," Procecdinzs of the Twenty-
soventh and Twenty-eighth Conventions, 19030 and 19510 (ne Pes
Ne de )y Pe 31,
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plan. Bub war had broken out in Burope, and the Unlted
States was beinz drawn over closer, The progpcct of another
wartorn period was cesting its shadow over the bright hopes

of the Dlistrict's rifth docade,

@ cED
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TABLE 13

fumbe» of Pastors

Orogon--Washington District 1929=-=19L1.

Pastors

05
80
75
70
65

55
50
L5

29 30 31

32 33 3. 35 36 37 38 39 Lo L1
Yoar
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TABLE 1l
Humber of Congregations and Stations

Oragon-~ashington District 1929--19i1

No. of Cong.,
and Stations

g I =

U5

ot i= /
7
130 b2 d
125
120 |—
115 DN A
110
105
100 -
29 30 31 32 33 3 35 36 37 38 39 Lo l1
Yaear




10k
TABLE 15
Growth of Communicant lMembership

Oregon--Washington District 1929-=1941

No, of
Communicant

liembers
1000 G e
13500 f——i-
13000
12500 |——i
12000
AI500F | ——1
11000 |
10500 |
10000 L
9500
9000
8500
8000 |
7500 %,.e‘

7000

.,

29 30 31 32 33 34 35 36 37 38 39 Lo i

Yoar




CHAPTER VI
FIPTY COLDER YEARS

Shout Hallalujah, 0 Zion, ye salnts of Salvation

LITE up your hearts in thanksgiving and glad jubilation
All through these ysars
Crown'd with succeosses aund tears

God blest your church and your nationi

‘Reve To Wo Hinrichat

The concludinz days of 1941 saw the Unlted States drawn
into the war. Pearl Harbor brought grim reality to the na=
tion, particulariy in the threatenod Pacific coast arca,

The youth of the country once more was called to milltary
service. Indusiry spranzs up overnight from one end of the
District to thz othor. The population soared. Whole towns
wers croated wherc once there were only farm lands.

Socattle was a econtor of a large aireraft Industry;

Fortland became a ship=-building hub., The military rescr-

eraod throujshout the states brought even moro

i

vations scabt

anilles Into the area. For the most part the

)

men and
civilian poersonnel lived in government housing projects.
Overalght the sccond larzest town in Oregon, Vanport

City, sprang up along the Columbia betwecn Vancouver

and Portland, to house the workers of the Kaiser shipe
yards. Other arcas oxpericnced similar devalopmonis. For

this new situation a now method evolved. Conservation

1"Upon This Roek," Fiftleth Anniversary Dooklet, Yorthe
west District, in Concordia Historical Instlitute, St. Louls, io.
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workers, as thoy ware called, moved into thoss projects
to bring the message of the Gospel. The attempt was made
to place full time men in cach situation, but where this
was not possiblsz, vicars, womon parish workers, and pastors
from adjacent consresations filled the gaps.

The 1942 District convention met at Albany, Oregon.
The report of the ilission Board was most encouragzing.
Twalve candidatos had been placed in the Distriet, and now
filelds were opened, Some construction had be-n accomplish-
ed befors the wartime restrictions:hindsred further efforts;,;
and the us: of portable chapels in promising Tields was
attemptcd.g

The report also was read on the prospactive Board of
Directors. 'he following proposal (abridged hors) was
adopted:
‘ne Dis ¢t Board of Directors shall be made up of

3

strl
stors, one teacher, and fivo laymens « « o -
llowing standing committees:

K]
a2

[2]
AV &

he fo
) lission Committes, Two pastors and one laymsne

) Committec on Stewardship and Finance. Two pastors
né one layman,

?) Church Lxtension Committse. One pastor and one
layman,

i) Committee on Christian Educatlion. One teacher -
and one layman,

5) Committec on Student Support and Ysung People's
Work. Onoc pastor and one laymane

L] [ ] L ] [ ]
The District Precsident and District Treasurer shall

Z“Oreﬂon-Washington District," Proceedinms of the Twen-
ty-ninth Convention, 1942 (St. Louis: Concoraﬁa Fublishing
Fouse, 1942), p. L2 £f.
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be ex officio members of the Board of Directors.

tho Board of DineabosttossssveldaiieanraR e R

t
The election of the men for the Board was to be handled so
that at loast one pastor from each conference clrcult was
on the Boards The followins men were elected to the firat
District Board: Pastors W. Hillmer, C. Amling, M. Zagel,
Ee Hinrichs, Goo. Schmidt, Teacher W. Kersten, liessrs. P.
Neils, F., Reils, T, Reese, Gs Nicklos, and G. Hilken.lt

To meet the nceds of the service poeople, three sor=-
vice conters were located in the District, et Portland,
Tacoma, and Spokane. These met the roerecational as well as
the spiritual noeds of the Lutheran hoys away from homa.
Local conzrosations and societies econtributed of their time
and means to sosist in this, Typical was the Center in
dovntown FPortland walch the Aray-Navy Commission of Synod
vas onabled to establish through thoe efforts of loecal
Luthoran Laymen's Leazue groups. Rev. F. Krinke,‘who had
served the Tacoma Center, carried on the work here through
the end of the war. He also contributed columns from time
to time in the District Supplement slanted at aiding the
service man to adjust. Where such centers were not '

feasible, the local pastor and congresation undertook the

work.

3Ib1d ep Do ,.].Oo
ll___Ibid es Pe 53.
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In 19h3 the District 0ffice, ond with 1t the posi=-
tion of bistriet Executlve Secereotary, was establlshed,.
Sultable rooma wero asquired in a downtown Portland build-
Ing to serve ns a center for District activities. Rev.
¥1lliam fillmer was called as first Bxccutive Secretary,
Reporting to a canvenéion later, he cltes the following
pertinent parvazraphs of the call:

To do all that i1s possible for him to do, within
“the 1inlits of his calling, for tho upbuilding and
efficilont administration of Dlstrict affairs; to

take charge of the District Executive Office; to

ggréiiizg?stha zenoral advancement of the kingdom
Through his offorts, a smooth functioning executive arm
of the Joard of Directors was established. This office
1s the nerve center of District affairs, as well as a
meetinz place for the Board of Directors and various
comaittees,

The war Adid not shorten the District view, however.
Alrerdy in 1943 plans were laid for the post-war expan=-
sion of the District, The convention that year at Dish=
man, Washington, set up "The Lord!s House Project." _Its
purpose was Lo Increasc the workins capitel of the Church
Extension Fund,; so that ths bullding programs of the new

nissions would not be hindered by lack of funds. As .

5“0reron—ﬂashington fidition," The Lutheran iiitness,
IXVII, 15 (Suzust 10, 1948), pe 9e
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Soon as building would be pernitted, thore would be many
Pequosts for aild, and thess had to ba mete

The wartime oxpansion also hit Alaska and the mission
there, It was decmed advisable to call a second ‘man. into
the rield, and Rev. G, Nitz accepted the call as second
“Pesldent Fastor in the tcrritory.7 A church building was
orected at Anchorgse., This was also used as a ssrvice
conter for the Lubheran militury persommel in the regzione.
However, Rev, Witz did not restrict hls labors to Anchor-
age, but he =lso set up a preaching statlon at Falrbanks
which he served rspularly,

Yot with all these innovations to moet tha new chal-
lenges, we find also the revival of an old office, that of
"eireuit rider," Former Presidont #. Jansson, naving ro=
covered from a sioge of illness, was called to fill this
position with these speocific activitiss:

To visit such towns and communitiss in tho three.

States comprising the Oregon-Washington District

as are not reaaily accessible to a Lutheran pas-

tor and cannot be conveniently served by onej

e o o Lo explore the mission possibilites of such

towne and communitics; to keep in touch with his

flock by mail, uherc the numbersof people doss not

warrant makinz a rogular visit,

Part of the fineneclng of this ecireuit rider mission was

6“0reﬁon-Wash#nyton District Edition," The Lutheran
Witness, LXIII, 2 (January 18, 194i).

?IEEQ-. TXITI, L (February 15, 194l1).
QIhig-- LXIII, 2& (November 21, 194lL).
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undertaken by the Lutheran Women's Missionary Leaguc of
the Pistrict,

Notwithstanding the Tfact that the war was obviously
drawing to a conclusion, it was decided that the conser-
vation work should n&l; be discontinued. Its purpose had
been to "consorve" the nisreting. Lutherans, and the need
to serve this moving group remained, A good bit of this
work fell into the hands of the new cireult rider; among
8uch efforts was his development of the congreszation at
Richland, Vaehington, the "atom tovm" on the upper Col-
umbia River, Uhe housing projects did not disappear with
the war, for chough Industry was cubtting back its war
contracts, the population was nob leaving, but many stayed
to seck other worlk,

The District conventlon at Portland in 1946 was the
Plrs% to be held in pencetime in six years, An.atmosphere
of new and greater fields to conquer prevailed with promis-
Ing mission prospects throushout the District. The war
¥Years had broughi their attention to many ne=ds; full
time institutional work was begun in Washington and Oregon
in 194Yis The use of women parish workers in cenvassing and
Surveying mlssion fields proved helpful in alleviating the
nanpowver shortage.
¥ Christian education in the District also rebounded
with the conclusion of the war, Concordia College finally

achleved permanent status and a grant for & new building.
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A large part of the Distrlet convention was takon up with
the consideration of Distriet-sponsored hizh schools, In
Yakima, Washinzton, in 1545, a comnitteco had beson set up
to investigats tho problem, and a complete analysls of the
situatlion was ‘-_)1'1-).—':":-:’11‘5{36.9 While final decision was left
Pending until the 1948 convention, education was at last
Tecelving a vital share in the long rango planninge

These immediate postwar years saw a district build-
ing boom, both in misaslon and established congregations.
New fields were opaneds The Inersased population broucghs
on by war work 3id not diminish as SOI';I@ had foresezn; this
brought natural expansion and new misslons in the urban

arcas, The "ach one Reach Ons" campaisn reached its high

]

point durins thes:

\

voors and brought many additfons to the
churchecs In the District, ‘

The year 1948 brought two tragedies to the District.
On Jenuary 25, President F. Nitz missed his first church
service in forty-rive years because of illness. Though he
vas determined to preach that morninz, the strength was not
there, and he suffered a heart attack, dy:lng that afternoon.
The words of the Yekima church paper pay the following tri-
bute:

He had rendersd unto us and our Church in the Northe-
west a service which only God can measure. He gave

9"0re{;on-\?ashington District,” Proceedincss of the Thir-
Second Convertion, 1945 (St. Louis: Uoncogﬁla Publishing

ty=
House, I§I;GJ > P 29 ff.
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frecly, and without any earthly renumeration, of his
ablllty and time that the work of our Savior in our
District might be furthered, His doctrinal instruce-
tlon and his practieal sdvice were ever frooly ren-
dored to both pastors and congregations, falthfully
as unte the Lord,

The burdons of the oxpanaion program fell upon the shoulders

of the First Vico-Pr

sident, C, I, Benssne of Seattle. The

Q

new Fresidnt had coms to the Northwest from Oklahoma in
1940, accopbine the eall to Zion, Seattle. He had servad
88 Vico-Prosidont of tho District since 19,.55'..

A scond celanity befell the District in the Vanport
Clty Flood of lcmorial Day, 1948, A housing project bullt
during the war yoors, this consorvation project had devel-
oped into a mission congregation of some eighty communi=
oants, scrved at this time by Reve R. Aumamn. The entire
tom was wined out by the rampazing Columbla, and though
thers was o considerable loss of life and property, all
the members of the Lutheren mission were spared physical
harn, The congresations of the District rallfed to help
the group, and servic.:s wers held temporarily in the Con-
cordia Collogze Chapal.

A dlisaster comnittee was set up, and help flowed in
from all perts of the District, Approximately five thou=-
sand dollars was collected and distribduted to the victima,

In addition, the International Convention of the Walther

10%0poon-ashington District Edition," The Lutheren

Wltness, LXVII, | (February 2li, 1948).
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Loagus, moeting in Portlond during tho summor, received
an offering o almost ¢ight hundred dollars atiits ban-
ust, which 1% ;ave Lo thils disastor relief program.ll

The Distrlct conventlon met at Snohomish, Washingion,
in" 198, The abolishment of the office of Superintendent
of Misslons wns resolved, the work falling upon the Exocu-
tive Secrotary. In twenty-sight yoars what changes had
been wroushi hroush the efforts of Reve Geors, tho only
holder of the officol luch of tho itinerant work of the
Superintendent of Misslons was tokon over by the circuit
ridor. A resort of the new cireult rider, Rev. Hy. C.

Sehuluze, showed the exbont to which this office functions:

Trocuent trips are made to visit tho scattered
Luthiorans in tho byways of our Districte o« s o »

(%)
“hus rar (two vears) he had traveled approximate=
ly £irfty thousand miles, called on some three thou-
sand, four hundred homes, and given about four hun=
and 17ty hours of religious instructions o+ o

dred and fi

One hundred end seventeon places in our District are
boln: asppved; also two in Nevada and one in “outh
Daka,ﬁ.xz

by mail is included in the program.
The commitice which studied the District-sponsored
high school rosoluiions roported a definite nced for such

schools, but the convention did not feel thet it was in a

11Tbid., LXVII, 22 (Hovemver 2, 1948).
12151d,., IXVII, 15 (August 10, 19:8), p. L.
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Position to offer finsneisl backing for such endeavors in
the lizht of increased mission responsibvilities in new
flelds. Plans were also lald Tor the colebration of the
Golden Anniversary of the District during the next year. It
was to enter this year with a new corporate name, "The Horth-
wost Ulstrict of tho Luthoran Churche--iissouri synod."13

The Importonce of Stewardship and Finance comanitteas
recelved rocognition with the passing of a rasolutioﬁ au=

thorizins the Doard of Yirectors to engage a full time Scc=
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raised for home purposcs, and this office would be the “ocal
point of' efforts to push this higher and higher. However,
a0 unds had been provided for such a poat, and it was de-
elded thet the extensive budget oblizations already pre=
sent would Tores the postponing of this call for the time
boin5.15 The Zxecutive Sscretary was asked, meanwhille, to
give grontor emphasis to this area, 3

The question of Pistrict division arose agein, and it
was recolved that tho Southorm Idaho brethren be given por-
mission to join with the Utah brethren (of the Coslorado

District) in forming a new district, pendinz the approval

rv1d., p. 12.
Urnsa., p. 12,

15"Horthwast District Bdition," Tho Lutheran Witness,
LXVIII, 2 (January 25, 1949).
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of ths 1950 “ynodical convention at Milwaukee.16 The me=-

it

morlal to this effect was denied thore Tor the following
Peasons: There scemed to be sufficlont evidence that the
Utah zroup dia not wish to join with thom; It would mean
another subaldized dlstrict for Synod; Wo memorial to tals
effect was racsived from the Colorado District. For these
reasons the nctlon waes considered premature.17

The Jublles year, 1919, had hardly Yegun when the
Distriet lost the services of 1its Exocutive'$ecretarYﬁ'
Reve HMiliuer sccepbed the call to be Assistant Executive
Secretary of the Board for liome Mlssions of Synod. His

last repori prosented to the District indicates the wide

Panze of worlk he undertook:

155 days tpaveling in the interest of the District,
zove 189 addrossos on the work of the Church, preached
22 timon, ettended 56 conforences and meetings, held
26 weetings with nission conzresations, 50 private
conforences with men in the field, conducted three
seminars, had four ono-day conferonces with field
worlkers, trained womegaparish workers, and promoted
m ‘

Evanzelism Workshops,
Rev, Amos Schaldi of Vancouver, Washington, was called to
Yo his succecssor. Shortly after ho took office the Dis-

triet aequired 1ts now office in the Administration Bulld-

4
PInid., wxvrr, 16 (August 10, 1948), p. 11,
1rutheran Church--1ssourt Synod," Proccedinss of

the Forty-rirst Rezular Convention, L ST BT T
eordia Punlishing House, 1950), Pes 550

o thest Distelos Edition," The Lutheran Witness,
IXVIIX, 7 (spril 5, 19L9).
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ing of Concordia Colloge. Under Rev. Schmidt's capable

leadershilp, the Vistplct 0fflce has continued to be the

helping hand of the Diatrict, In his veport to the 1952
eonvention lic stabes:

This next year will mark the Tenth Annlversary of the
blishmnent of the Distriet 0ffice and the Office
ecubive Secretarye o« o« o o 18 the District Office

sssary? Is 1t worthwhile? Wlth the burdon of
parish worl heasvy upon every pastor, it is our cone
viction that no pesstor or group of pastors should be
askod o devote tho mmount of time to the District
work which would he required if there wore no Dis-
crict Offico.

Y0 properly take cognizance of the Anniversary of

DS cadannd A . -y
the “L8%rict, FProsldent Bonsone 1asued the following

EAS, The history of the Northwest District for
the i Lifty yoars amply tostifles to the abun-
cant blossing of our God; and
Sy Our hearts cannot but overflow with thankse
and praiss, and wo also desire opportunity to
wn a thankoffering of the gifts which God has

showered upon usj '
TIICREI'ONE, I, Carl He Bonsene, Prasident of tho Horth-
west Distriet of the Tmthoran Church--iissouri Synod,

do herewlth proeclaim the year of our Lord nineteen
hundred and forty-nine a Year of Jubilee for the
Christians of the Horthwest District; and I do fur-
Tthermore encourage oach congregation to set aside
August twenty-one, the tenth Sunday after Trinity,
for fecestival servicos of thanksgiving and praise to
our zlorious Cod; and

I do, finelly, urge every congregation within the
confines of ouwr District to sponsor & genorous

19"Yorthwest District,” Progosdings of the Thirt
sixth Convention, 1952, p. 62, iimeographed booklet.
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thankoffering in connectlon with its observance;

thls in accordance with the goals and objects
approved by our Districts 20

(sizned) Carl H. Bensene
The 1945 convention had deslgnated that forty per cont of
this

Of Concordia Collezo and sixty por cent to the District
21

fPerin; was to go towsrd the Administration Building

o

Chureh Extension Fund,

The Jubilee convenbion was hold in Portland, Oregon.

-

A Golden Anniversory 1"ilm had becn prepared, as well as

& Pazeant, and other festival events to mark the occasion,
The amiverscry booklet, "Upon This Rock,"” was also circu-
lated at this timo. But a remembrance of past blessings

did not consume all the convention time. The advences in

the missicn rield wero ns pronising as in past yocars. Ad=
ministrative changes recommended in the form of offices of
Executive Sceretary for Stewardshlp and Finance and Director
of BEducatlion were tabled for study umtil the next convention.
The Bistrict also authorized a loan end initiated sponsorship
~ of the construction of a zymasium for Concordis College.23
The years following have witnessed the continusd

growth of the District. The expansion in church construc=-

20nyorthwest District Edition," The Lutheran fiitness,
LXVIII, 1 (July 12, 1949).

: 21"0regon-ﬁashington‘D;stnict Edition," The Lutheran
Witness, WXVII,.16 (August”19,719L8), -p. 10.

22%oprthwest District Edition,” The Lutheran Witness,
LXVIII, 15 (July 25, 19L9), ps 1ll.

231bid., ps 10.
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tion is ons important festure of the last few yoars. ot
only ncw bulldings, but many of them reprosent the lateat
énd best in church architecture., At first tho Korean "war”
brought a temporary bullding scarclty, but soon construc-
tlon returned to its normal pace. Hew missions were opsned
in the urban arsas, as the population of the Northwest con=
tinued to srow, The addition of the Junlor College depart=-
ment at Concordin, Foriland, brought a sizeable increase
n enrollment, particularly in ministorisl and teacher-
tralning rields,

Seatile was host to the 1951 conventions The matter
of acouiring a Pull time Bxecubive Secretary of Stoward-

ship was tabled once morej the resolution calling for a

Eh It was also re=-

Director of Hducation was defeated.
solved %o hold all subsesuent Distrlet conventions at Con-
eordia Jollegme, due Lo its excellent facilities and cen=
tral location.

The graphs at the end of this cheptor show the tre=-
mendous growth which the District experienced in the years
during and immediately following World War II. Under God!s
grace, cach succeeding convention has recorded mission
growth; the oblization placed upon the District by Presi-
dent H. A. C. Paul has not been forgotten, And tﬁere are

still now fields developing on every hande The 1952 convon=

athido’ XY, 13 (SaptGMbar ll-' 1951). p. 1ll.
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tion report of the iflssion Committee included & careful
Survey of possibilities now openinz up in the Disbrict.25
Fven in the largor, settled regions thore are places which
heve been untouched by our church.

strict convention of 195l authorized the Board

The D
of Directors to call a Counselor of Stewardsnlp and Parish
Edueation, thus combining the two separate posts which had
been propos:d over the last several conventions. This
Same conventlon also took occaslion to honor ths services of
Hre M. Ko Mngel, Distriet Treasurer for the past forty=-five
years. iz rescollection of the District dates back to the
earlicst days of our first congrogation in Seattle (1901),
and the devobion which he has showm to the cause of the
church is indicative of the personal sacrifices mede by

80 many laymen of the Novthwest for the furtherance and
Spread of the Xingdom,

The concluding words of President' Bensene's Anniver-
sary message 1llustrate the power and the strength of this

growths

And now we are about to turn ansther pege in the his-
tory of the Northwest District of the Lutheran
Church~-lilssourl Synod. The Lord willl continue to
shiower !ls blessings upon us if we continue faith-
ful in Ilis Word and in the administration of the
blessed Sacraments. Let us remain falthful unto
death.s DLet us cling unto His Word and be assured

25 opthwest District," Proceedinzs of the Thirty-
sixth Convention, 1952, mp L1 ff. HMimeographed booklets
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that ks namo shall be glorified and Iis Kingdom
come, =

This failthfvlness to the pure VWord of God has baen the
oharsctoristic of the Distnict since its first missionary
Put his foot on Novthwest soil. And the growth which has
been skotchlily chronicled on the past pages will be in-
8iznificant comparsd with the fubture oxpansion under this

same Tord and Oprace in the great Pacific Horthwest,

Joon Thls Roeck,™ Fiftieth Anniversary Booklet of the
I ¢ on £ile in Concordia Hictorical Insti-
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TABLE 16
flumber of Pastors
Horthwest District 1942--1953
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TABLE 17
humber of Conpgregations and Stations
lorthwest District 1942--1953
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TABLE 18
Growth of Communicant llembership
Northwest District 1942--1953
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CHAPTER VII
THE DISTRIOT AND THE LOCAL CONGREGATION

Under God, our Horthwost Churches face
the fubure with courage and confidence
Tor thoir OSb v'i;c, with love for those
whom they sesk to brinz through their
coors to I*envan'a gates, The Cross of
Joesus Christ 1s not simply something o
e hill far a way, but it 1s something
ich stonds along tho roadway of 1ife.
--.,1,. ng and welcomi g the lost and the
strayred, and out of its wonderful love,
c- .,HI- 1) us to share the messsge 1T
3 ,: .31| (\-:

"Upon This Rock"1

The history of the Northwest District i1s not only
¢ history ol churches cstablished and misslons nourished.
It is also the 1ife of the church in a specific place,
serving heor poople and her neizhbor, and at the same time,
the Distrlct and Synod., Into these categorics we place here
& short history of the various educational, welfare, and fel-
lowship orsanizations whieh have worked toward this end in
the Northwest. With their story, the picture of the District

v b e

is complete, This is the Luthoran Church in the Northwest.
Parish ©ducation

From the very beginning of the work in the Northwest,

Luy Upon This Roeck," Fiftieth Ammiversary Zooklet, North=-
west District, on £11e in Concordia Historical Institute,

Ste Louls, lissouri,
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the parish school was stressed as a vital missionary link.
Aready in 1880 beginnings were made at Cornolius, Oregon,

by Reve A. Konéner, although it was not until 1887 taat Rev.
ile Claus formally organized the first parochlal school in the
District,” Tn the sucsceding years wherover a church was
founded, a school was urzed and, in most instances, estab=-
lished almont at snee. The usual situation found the Pastor
serving as toachor; however, at the convention organizing

the District, Chnistian Yarkworth, of Zion, Portlend, was
Pressnt as the irst called teacher in the Northwest. In the
yoars followin:, several other teachers were called to the

various schools, in many instances serving a 1ifetime in thet

plece for bLhe cauvse of Christion cducation. Teacher R. Kuhe

ntil hls forced retiremont this year because of 11l health,

he sorveod i

y=two years as a teacher at Trinity, prinecipal
for many years, and member of varlous District boards.
However, teachers wore not always plentiful, and where
they micht be had, the funda were not available 2ll too fre-
quently., The pastor remained the key figure in the school
picture Tor the most part (sce Table 19, pege 125), and
typical of the offorts exponded by them for a well=prun,

thouzh often primitive, school is this report by Rev. Emil

28:1:;1011, iartin P., "A Brief History of Luthoran Educa=-
tlon in Creron," Concordia fistoriocal Institute Tuarterly,

V, 2 and 3 (July and Octobor, 1932); Pe .
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TABLE 19
Parochial School Iducation

Worthwest District 1899--1953

fo. Teaching Staff lio.
of of

Yoar Sch.ools Pagtor liale Female Stud. Pupils

1899 8 6 1 o 0 233
190k, 23 18 5 0 ] 1485
1909 29 20 9 1 0 595
1913 36 26 9 3 0 835
1919 27 15 12 0 0 758
192k, 23 13 11 2 2 801
1929 20 7 13 L 1 é6l.0
193, 16 3 12 1 7 6l
1939 17 S 15 2 3 722
k013 18 2 22 5 2 991
1949 19 3 22 9 8 1260
1953 19 1 25 11 8 13




127
Lueeke, thon of Shefflin, Oragzons

Our 11ttls school at Shefflin was hegun in tho fall

of 1209, We usad the church, School bsnches ware

Provided by fastoning long boards with hilngas to

bhu :zak of pawsg, Lator w: pushed the pows back

"1 "md a number of sscond hand school benches,
on_ws bullt our little school (dedicated October

s X .3) we became almost at once a !'standard! school,
type of acereditation then in vogue in Orcgzon, Our
l¢~ra 1y porticularly in the upper grades; regularly

aam the State final examinations. We medo esvery ef=-

fort to conform %o the sourso of study rccommended by

tha State at that time.

s (': 5.’\‘,1 .

In 1915 the District conventlon croated a Distriet School

then assisted in the condueting and establish-

w
o
]
]
o,
.

»

'

b
ct

Vith the coming of World War I, however, the schools
suffercd to tho point whore they have never fully recovered.
German lanzuspe remedined a barrier, for in many instances
thls was tho sole reason for the school.s The gradual decline
in the use of the languaze, as well as the Oregon School
Fight (sec Chapter IV) of 1922, brought a steady decline in
schoels and number of pupils in the ysars following.

Attenpts wers made to enter into the field of high
school education as early as 1924 in Albeny, Oregon. Rev.
He lesserli undertook the ninth grade instruction there for
soveral pupils. The continuance of this was not tolerable

beeause of distances involved. The Lutheran Education Soci=-

ety, which was orzenized to assist Concordia College, took a

3Inid., p. 78
h1y1a.
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hand in attompting to begin a Lutheran hish school for
6irls in 1925, but thils projeet never got past ths discus-
sion st*:c.b In 1930 Trinity Lutheran School of Orsgon
City, Orecpon, sstablished a Junior Hish School, and this was
later expanded %o = hish school, which continued, under try-
ing eonditions 8, until soveral ycars afo. ' The pressure of cx=
bandinz curricula and additional expenses forced 1ts collapsa.
Over these vonrs, howsver, 1t did produce a number of grad-
uatea,

The Bunday School received its greatest impstus during
‘orld War T with its omphasis on English, Prior to this, any
eongresation which had i's own parochial school, as a ruls,
did net bother to astablish a Sunday school, noit rcalizing

Auh

the great mission potantial this would have. However, with

ucation soom prew untll today thore 1s hardly a congregation
In the District thet does not havo a Sunday School and Bible
smether with the Sundey School, the Saturday school

idea grow, and in more recent yoars, the Vacation Biblo School

has becone an important factor in parish educatlon,
Concordia Collegze, Portland, Orepon

Already In nineteen hundrsd and one a possiblo method

5Inid., p. 80,
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for off'sotting the menpower shortage in the Distriect was
tha establishment of local training facilities. When a
similge shortage appeared in 1903, discussion once more fo-
cused on the necassity of homs-grown clorgy, specif ically
urged by the words of Dr. F, Pleper, "You must raise your
own cropz"s However, the optimism which S€ynod's presidont
had was not shared by the majority of fhat distéict conven=
tlon, and the mabter was tablede In 190k the-interest of
the Califorain-Naovada Distrlct in the founding of a prepar=-
atory school stimulated thinking in terms of a joint pro-
Ject, A comnlttce was set up to apprailse the situation with
bhem, and unablc o agros upon a locatlon, each district went
1ts ovn way, The report delivered to the 1905 donvention
polnted wup this difference “in location, ‘but-also stated

that 1% was not a mattor of great alarm, citing a letter

")

from Dr. Picper io this affecte!

In the meantims, a college committee which had besn
established In 190!, cirvcularized the district for in-
formation concerning the number of pupils that might be
expeeted to enter the school if it should open in the Fall

of 1905. DBecause only six applications had been received,

[ ."
“Yauss, #1len, "Concordie College, Portland, Oregon,

Ooncordis Historical Institute Juarterly, XXV, L (January,
1933)’ Pe 170,

TIbid., pe 178
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by February of that yecar, a sacond lotter was sent re-
opening the entire aquestion, The congregzations responded
by voting to opsn the school that Fall, and in additilon,
not to ask the Ceneral Synod for financial support for the
school., Pledges amounting to ons thousand dollars a year

for the next three ysars were subscribed for its Support.

Trinity, Fortland, were made aveilable for classes. The
problem of housing secmed irreconcilable until Hr, Adolf
Kuempel, a momber of the school committee and also of Trini-

room and board the students in hils ovn home,

#2ee

ty, amrand

o
Q

The committee, which had besn asked to constitute a Board
of Control until the naxt District convention, called a
ther of the mraduating class of the St, Louis sominary as
the school's first teacher. Prosident Luessenhop 2nstalled
Candidate ¥, W. J, Sylwoster as profesgor of the new school
on feptember 10, 1505, al Trinity Church, Poriland.

Dr. Sylwester had attended the proparatory schools =t
Sts Paul and lillwaukoo, comploting his training in St. Louls,
Prior to his call to Poriland, he had served as an instruc-
tor at Concordia,_st. Paul, Minnesota. A diligent studont,
he continued his studies at the University of Oregon and in
1928 mccaived hils laster of Arts degrse from that school.
In 195l the Facsulty of foncordia Sominary, St. Louils, recog-
nized his unstintins labors in the fisld of Christian educa=-

tion by conferringz upon him the degrec of Doctor of Divinity,
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-bBonoris causa. Throush fifty years Dr. Sylioster has ale

e Tl
most single-handedly symbolized the cause of Christian

8ducatimm in tho Northwest, A modest, unassuming man, who
never could bring it upon himself to ac:=ept the title of
Presldent but called himself simply directory he has con-
tinued to serve the school as librarian after his retire-

ment from the directorship in 1946, and this year marks

)
-

is fiftieth year of service at the college.

Un September 11, 1905, Concordia Collegze in Portland
ontersd a family of thirteen iMissourl Synod educational
institutions above the zrade school level. Prof., E. He
Brandt writes of this first yoar:

Then the next convention met at Sherwood in 1906,
the Doard of Control submitted a report through
whilch thore rings a decided note of confidences

Il who reads the report carefully can readily
sense the challenge that had to be met. Buf there
is not much said ehout it--forward, on, on}

That same convention decided to acgulre land for the college,

and this was accomplished in the Spring of 1907 with the
surchase of a five acre plot in tho northeast section of
Portland., Problems had arisen, meanwhile, in the Kuempel
household, and he asked to be released from his promise to
house the students for the next year., Confronted with
this emersgency, the District resolved to construct a

six thousand dollar bulldinz; this was accomplished withe

3Tbid., p. 180
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out delay, tho cornerstone being laid on August 25, 1997,
Throuzh the zraclous invitation of several members of Tri-

nity, the students were housed temporarily, finally moving

Into their new home the third week in December. The school

was located 1n a new section of the city, being almost one-
half mile away from the nearest homes. It was a simple
wooden strusture, bullt to accomodate twenty-five stu-

dents, as well as a gupervisor, Three ysars later an

additional halfescre of property adjacent was acquired.

As sach year was added to bring the total curricula to
include four vears of high school, the teaching load became
1ncreasinf1j heavy for one man. Thus, in 1907, as the

third year was begun, the services of Vicar Lorenz Blankan-

buchler were secured for the next two years. In addition,

outside help was arrenged for such things as singing and

However, it soon became necessary for an
The

Pilano lessons.
additlonal full time faculty member to be acquired.
financial rosponsibility had hitherto been borne solely by
the District. In the lizht of this new need, however, Syn=-

od, in 1911, voted to pay the salaries of the present pro=-
Tessor as well as aeny faculty members needed in the future.?
A second regular professorship was granted in 1911,

During the years that followed prior to World War I,

the enrollmant steadied around twenty, with all pre-thoo=

9Ibido, Re 183.
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TABLE 20

Faculty lembors~=Concordia College
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logical studonts continuing their training at sister insti-
tutions with Junior Collesze departments. The war had not
notlceable elfect on the sechool at first, but in 1918 only
one new student enrolled., Appeals were made by both the
District and the school for more students. In addition,
the Luthoran Educatlon Soclety, a district-wide organize=
tlon, was sstablished in 1919 to further the goals of the
collezcs The inecreased enrollments of the subsequent ten
years rcilect the success of their efforts in this area.

Lorenz Blankenbuchler had been called as the second
rezular professor in 1911. He remained there until called
to Concordia Colleze, St. Paul, iMinnesota, in 1920. This
vacancy was f11led with the election of Rev. E. Ho 2randt
that sameo year. In addition, due to the increased enroll-
ment, student help was secured from the St. Louis Semlnary.
In 1923 the District turned the entire property, valued at
thirty thousand dollars, over to the Goneral Synod debt=
free.lO This included the new gymnasium constructed in 1921,
That samo year Synod voted them a third professorship; this
was illed with the calling of Rev. Karl Lorenz,

From 1923 through 1931 the problem of reclocation arose.

It wns felt that the present property would not poralt

sufficiont expansion, However, in that latter year, it

was finally recommended that the school remain at its pree-

loIbif].’ Pe 224
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gent site, Additional dormitory space was urgently neaded,
and funds were voted for thils and other.necessities during
the next years., However, the Flscal Conference of 1927
requested a moratorium on any building operations. Port-
land!s nceds wore not considerad important enouzh %o justi-
fy an expenditurc. The same confliet occurred in 1929, end
this, coupled with the depression, made no funds available,
4 survey taken thai yoar of all the synodical institutions
revealed Lhe necds of the colleze, but instead of an appro-
priation, the recommendation was put forth to close the
collepge. The appesl of the Distriet memorializing its
rotention was tabled until the 1935 conventione. At that
time cooler heads were prevailing, and the depression scare
had somewhat diminished; 1t was decided to continue the
school, and while bullding plans were considered again,
only the most urgent repairs could actually be undertaken.
The depression had i1ts effect upon the enrollment, but with
the improvement of economic conditions and the removal of
the threat of closure, the situation brightened consider-
ably as the now decade davmed.

The 19h1 convention at Fort Wayne, Indiana, appropri=-
ated sixty-five thousand dollars for the construction of
a new building. Once again these high plans were fpus=
trated by a request for g special survey of the trends in
echurch work in the lorthwest and thelr relation to the -

colleze, While this survey was boing conducted, the
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United States was catapulted into war. But an even more
shoekinz bombshell hit the District. The report of this
survey committee advocated the closing of the schoole In
a crucial mesting with the Board for llgher EZducation in-
St. Louis, the life of the cnllege was saved, and its
expansion assured throuzh the persuasive efforts of the
followinz men: Reve. Erich Bichmann, Secretary of the Board
of Control of the colleme, Fe Sylwester and E. Brandt,
faculty members, as weoll as President F. s L, itz of the
District, and Reve Mo Zazel, a pastor from Idaho represent-
ing the District.ll

The synodical convention of 19lli authorized the funds
necessary to erect the long-awaited dormitory, In addition,
the college was granted o portion of the Peace Thanik=
offerin: of Synode. This same period brought edminisi a=-
tive chanses. Rove Carl itz was engeged by the District.
to serve as Doan of the college, and throush his efforts a
great amount of publicity was achieved in the three=state
area with a consequent growfh in enrollmont. A fourth reg-
ular professorship, which was to include the office of Presi-
dent, was granted by the 194l convention. Thils position
was T1lled in February of 1946 with the calling of Dr.
Thomas Coates, then Assistant Executive Secrciery of the

Walther Leaguce.

11l1h1a,, pe 171
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Hinetesn hundred and forty-six marked the incoption
of 2 now era. The cornerstons of the new building was
laid in November of that yoar, and the exzpansion program
Was under way. Through the succesding years additional
bulldinzs were acquired, in 1948 the Administrative Build-
ing, in 1950 the gymnosium, a gift of the District, in
1951 the Chapsl and. Library, in 1953 a Prasident!s resi-
dence, and in 195} a Dining Hall, But as rapidly as the
buildings were acguired to accomodate the larger enroll-
ment, the number of students increased to the point that
at present all the avallable space is filled. Tals was
prompted on the one hand by the reojuvenated campus and
increased Distrlet awarenoss, and on the other by the
addition of the two years of junior college. The school,
from its inception, had propossd the full six-year pro-
gram, abut although it petitioned for this at various
timos, 1%t was not until the adoption of the "Portland
Ezperiment™ that this was accomplished. This plan provi-
ded for the removal of the first two years of high school
as the college years were introduced. However, after the
first year, opposition arose to this, and the second year
of college was added without the dropping of the sophomore
year of high school. 2Since this tiﬁe requests have bosn

made for the reintroduction of the freshman year of high

school, but they have been without availl.

With the college addition, enrollment had centered
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around the one hundred mark. Of these figures, the great-
est nunbers are in the flolds of pre-thsological and pre-
teacher training. Another unfulfilled wish was finally
realized in the introduction of coeducation on the colloge
level in Septembor, 195k, thus giving tho school a com=
Plete teacher-training program,

Under Dr. Coates' leadership a considerable increase
was also accomplished in the teaching staff, In adéition
to five repgular profeasorships, five instructorships, and
Seminary assistants, part-timo teaching help comprisss the
staff’'s & full cultural and athletic program-has been de=-
veloped, and accreditation has besn acquired for thes h gh
School department. Thus, the school, which once could have
been characterized as Synod's step=child, has taken 1ts

rightful produciive place in our systom of higher education.
Lutheran Laymens'! League

While the Lutheran Laymen's League came into existence
shortly after the first World Var, it was not until the
late thirties that local men's clubs in the Northwest affili-
ated with the national body. The first charter granted
by the national orzanization was issued to Zion Lutheran
Laymen's Laague of Corvallis, Oregon, on November 13, 1939.

Gradually, additional congregations took out cherters with

the hope of organizing a district in the Northwest. With
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the advent of World War II, howevor, an extensive expan=-
sion progrem could hardly heve been undertalten; noverthe=
lese, throush the efforts of Colonel Lawrence W. Meinzen,
& Lutheran Lovmen's Loazue of Greater Portland, cmbracing
a number of local contrezations, was establishad. Throush
the war years, under ths leadership of Dr. Harl Hueck, they
undertook as a speeial project meoting the needs of ser-
vice men and women stationed in ths area. In this rospect
they assisted in setting up the Lutheran Service Center
in Portland,

flowvever, 1t fell to the state of Washington to have
the privilege of orpanizing the first district within the
national body in the Northwest, The orgenizational meot=
ing tool place on November 2, 1945, at Ssattle, with the
first distriet convention held at Olympia the followingz
Years Throuszh the efforts of energetic membership chair-
men, 1t acquired third place among the districts in per=-
centaze of communicant members enrolled. In addition to
gponsorinzg numerous Lutheran Hour ralliess and seminars, it
has made uejor contributions in the area of Christian edu-
cation, specifically through a scholarshilp program and
district parish education efforts. This group also has
brought national rocoznition to the area, sponsoring the
conveniion of the main body at Seattle in 1955,

Shortly after the birth of the Washington District,

the Oregon District was organized in January, 1946, at
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Zion, Portland, On two occasions they sponsored huge
Lutheran Tour ralliecs sddressed by Dr. Walter A. HMaler,
in Portland, ond they have placed the support of that
redio mission first among thelr projects. These include,

emong other thinss, a scholarship program and seminars,

Idaho joined with Utah in the forming of a district
In 1947, "While the initisl membership of this proup was
small, they nsverthelsss wmdertook many noteworthy pro-

Jeets., Thase included preparation of & dircetory of churches
in ths two statesy, a scholarship for Concordia Colleze,
Partland, and the underwriting of the expenses of a mission
et fun Valley, Idano

conbined efforts of these consecrated laymen have
chicved meny Cruitful resulits in the Northwest. Thelr

Zoal in tho support of the expansion program of Concordila
Collose, as woll as thelr backing of numerous mission pro=-

Jectn, serve as concrste msmoriacls to the dedicated men of

Lutheran Wonen'!s iissionary League -

It 1s difficult to imagine a church without a Ladies!
Aid, And so it was that at the first district convention
2 word of thanks for the sorvices of one of thesec groups
is already noted. For many ysars the work of the ladies!

organizations remained within theoir own congregations and

parishes. In addition to providing meals and sorvice for
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congrorational end district functions, they applisd thome
Sselves to the other manifold tasks that women perform,

Wihen in 1941 Synod approved a memorial recoznizing the
deosirss off the women of Synod to orgenize nationally, this
led to the formation of the "Federation of Lutheran Woumon,"
In 192 the original nasme was changed to "The Lutheran
Vomen's lMissionary Leaguse." The organization of the women
of the Northwest took place that same year at Trinity,
Portland, whero fifty-two womon, representing twenty=two
socicties, adopted the constitution and elected iirs, CGeorge
leckles as their first Prosident. The district followed
the samc geosraphical pattern as the synodical district,
namely, the states of Washington, Oragon, and Idaho.

Two yoors later the district held its first convention
at Zion, Portland, with seventy-threse delejates representing
Pifty-Tive socleoties, in attendance. The fifth enniversary
broupht membership figures of ninty-two soclsti:s and al-
most three thoussnd members, That same yesar the Idaho
socletice regussted and wero granted permlssion to withdraw
and Torm a distriet with those groups in the state of Utah.
Sinece that time, the district in the two remaining statos
has continually grown and expanded its many projects,

Among the initlal projects undertaken by the District
was the furnishing of the Northwest District 0ffice In
Portland, the contribution of one tgousand dollers a year

toward the support of the cirecuit rider, and addltional
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funds for the provision of deaconess assistance in mission

fieolds,

e

At the same timo the district has contributed to the

<

many netional programs of the Lutheran Women!s Missionary

League. It also has raprasontation on the natlonal exzcu-

o~

ive council by virtuc of the eloction of Mrs. Solma

o

Pischer to the office of second vice=president of the main
Podye. In 1952 it was host to the nationasl convention-in
Portlande Truly tho local district is fulfilling the motto

of ths body, "Serve the Lord with gladnoss.”
Youthworik in the bistrict

Luther, in spcaking of the future of the church, said,
"This matter depends above all upon our youth--if God would
Praeseorve 'ls Church and Word, it must be done throush our
youth," Thess words did not go unhcedod in the Northwest
District, and the nsecds of .the youtp'were eaﬁly supplied
by "Christenlshre” and "Jugendverein.” Of coursc, in those
early days it was a relstively simple matter, without the
competition of the automobile and extensive outsiade entor-.
tainment, for the church to keep track of its young people.

Yorld War I, howovar, brought a major changs, The
empnasis was shiftsd from German to English, The boys

of 1917 came _home from fer awey places men. Tho age of

organization on a natlional levzl had begun. In that light

&
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both Oregon ana Washington established districts within
the Walther League in 1921, During those early years
Idaho united with thess sroups, but in 1938 1t combined
with Utah to form a separate body. Among the projects
of thoze early years was the Wheatridge campalzn and
Hosplce worlk. An effort wos also made in 1926 by the Orc-
gon Digstrict to organize a summer campe Thila was finally
accomplished in 1933 in conjunetion with a Sunday School
teachors' zroup. Thus, the way was paved for successive
summer camp programs amonz the districts. In recent years
the Tutheran Service Volunteer Schools and similar national
prosrams are takinz predominance.

The Northwest District 1tself takes an active part in
the suldance and counselingz of these socleties through its
Younz Pooples' Doard., This was estaeblished at the 1929
convention, The President was to appoint a Board for
Youth Work, consisting of sixz or more members: ons pastor,
one teacher, and one layman from both washington and Orec-
gon, as well as one or more represcntetives from Idaho to
be chosen by these man.la Since the inauguration of the
Board of Dirsectorts form of administration, this group
has been reduced in size and 1s a regular commitiee of
that body, guiding and providing counsel for youth work

throuszhout the district,

12" Opgron-ifashington District” Proceedinzs of ths Twene-
tieth Convention (8t. Louis: Concordia Fublishing House,
» Do [i0e
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Work Among The Deaf

The first work among the deaf on tho Pacific coast
by the Missourli Synod began in the fall of 191l when Rev.
He Fa Jensen was callod to serve the entire fileld. THe
made hie headquarters in San Diego, California, and each
month traveled over tho entire region, a trip of some

five thousand miles.13 In 1917 the Northwest recalved
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missionary, Rev. G. We Gaertner, who resided in

[
[
»n

ttle and served that area and Oregon, specifically,
Portland and the State Institution et Salem. In 1919

ver came to Portland as the first resident deaf

L4

pastor. He left, howover, in 1923, and the field was once

= o 3
hev, J. Be

more served Pfrom Seattle, With a re-ovaluation of the
stations, three meon served the District area the next
year, residin: in Seattle, for the Western Washington re-
fons, Portland, for the Oregon area, and Spokene, for
Bastern Washington and all of Idaho. The situation re-
mains the seme today, with those cities serving as head-
quarters for the work.

Typical of the mission potentialities end gratitude

with which this work is received is the following corment

13z4mon, Martin P., Missouri. Lutherans in Oregon
(Unpublished manuseript on Tile in Archives of Horthwest
District, Portland, Oregon, 193), 5. 61.
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of Rev, M. Eichman, for many years deaf missionary in
Portland:
Nowhere in ony state 1s there a field which is
gituated so conveniently, and where the Word of
God Las mif with such ready response, as in
Portland,.+4
At the present time the work in the district is being
handled Ly Rev. John A, Boyer in Seattle, Rov, Ay L,
Hauptman in Spokane, and Rev. George Ring in Portland,

These men serve ten stations,
Colored liisslon Vork

The work among the Negro in the Pacific Northwost
has not bésn too extonsive, due in the main to a lack of
toncentratsd population erea of that raze. The concern
of the Missouri Synod for this work, however, was pres=nt
from the beginninge. Alregady in 1901 Rev. He Co. Ebeling was
nemed repressntative of the District for the work of Negro
missions, and cach yoar he presented the cause of the Gen-
eral Dozrd ait the Conventions and througzhout the district.ls
With the steady increanse in industrialization, though, the
nezro communities have developed in the urban areas, As=-
similation into the local congregation has been the policy

as is the case in Portland, whore Trinity congregation,

1,':'I-Dido s Do 62.

150regon-Washington District, Synodal=Bericht, 1901.
(8ts Louis: Concordia Publishing House, 1901), P. 3le
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1h6
situated in a Tringe arsa, has several fanilies among
its memborship. Good Shepherd congregation of Seattle
Was ostablished in 1950 as en interracial mission in
the domntown arcs. Puw rehoging the old church bullding
of Trinlty, the Wisslon Board lnaugurated the first

work in tho district speelificelly aimed at the negro

!.‘.\

group. Under the leondership of Rev, Goorge Derwiz a

\i

flourishin 5 congregotion has developed, :

thourh it was not until 1353 that the District
acqulred its first full tlme Student Pastor, Rev. Fe
Bartling, who serves the campuscs of Washington State
Gollare and the University of Idaho, the nelghboring
pastors hove undertaken the work with much success,

P. Harting of Philomath, Oregon, serves Orsgon ‘State
Colleze, and Rev. W, Maler of Eugene, Oregon, works
with the University of Oregon group. The University
of Washington 1s served by Reve A, Hillmann, and Olym-
pic Junlor Collegoe is handled by Rev. E. Schramm.

it would be a distinet advantage to have pas=-

W1
--'-I. -

tors workins full time at these places, the present situ-

(% ]

ation, neverthsless, offers a full range of social and

religious activitiles for the Lutheran student. Gamma

LR

Delta, the Lutheran Student group, as well as particie
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Patlon in the netivities of the loeal congregation,

offers o wellwpounded social and spirituval program,
Institutional Work

Ag we have seen already in Chapter IV, institutional
work had beoen an oarly concern of the district. In those
early years, however, the burden of the work had to remain
upen the pastor of the congregation neighboring the insti-
tution, Tn 19ll Rev., Fmil Becker was called as Institu=

tional Misslonary for Orezon, contering his efforts atb

here the majority of the state institutions are

T -
i, where the maj

located, The Seattle ?e:fon 1s served by Reve. W. G.
Yolss. Deslde these two full time missionaries, many
other hospitals and sanatoria in the district are served
by local pastors,

Vork in the field of child welfare has also been
udertaken in Seattlo through the Associated Lutheran
Welfare Azency. This agency offers services to families

as well as conducting a children’s home, Reve R. Span=

naus supervises the worlk,
Conclusion

Through the various maedia presented in this chapter

e=

the district brings to all people in the Northwest the

ministry of sducation and service as wall as the comfort
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of the Cross. Truly this oross stands at the side of the

oning ell who pass by to join in worship. and

]
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)
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-iving and recelving, that the message of the

Oospel he made known to all in the Forthweat.




APPENDIX A

Congregations of tho pistrict

Placo Date Organized Name
ALAska
Ag;horage 1926 . Anchorage
eau -
Paimop 1935 . Sts Jobn
IDAHO
Paul
Aberdeecn 193 4
fl;hi'.on 190 : z"of-
ackfoot by
Bnoise 1941 i .Eaul
oise v
Bonners Ferry 1940 ]éléma!}gg
Buhl 1943 mednit
Buhl 1915 T
Burlsy 1949 Grace
Caldwell 191% Trinity
Eﬁ.f,;‘tt %.?)%1 Our Redesmer
Filer i :-
Glenns Feri: = »
Gooding 4 1945 g;ﬂig
Grangeville 1930 Calvary
é!o:xgdalo %3%6 st., John
daho Falls 1
Jerome > 193 St.-fau
ifzuntain Home s Zion
Nampa 101 Trraanuel
gg:mzlynmuth %?)32 Trinity
P;cs'.‘-:-c'.'.lo 1926 -gf-ifx?ty
lgupert 1911" -
almon = 1
Twin Falls 1907 %::t':na:;
Wallace 1941 Concordia
Weiser 1943 Christ
Wendell 1950
ORECON
] Immanuel
Alban 1891
Ashlond 1946 Grape



Place
Beaverton
Benq

ggardman
00kin

Burng i
Condon

Coos Bay
Cornelius
Cornelius
Corvaliis

Cottaze Grove

Enterprise
Eugene
Forest CGrove
Gold Beach
Grants Pazs
Grass Valley
Crosham
Hermiston
Hillsboro
Hood River
John Day

Klamath Falls

Lakeview
Isbanon
Marion
MelMinnville
Medford
Milton
Milwaukeo
Holalla
lount Angel
Nyrtle Creck
Hyrtle Point
Newport
North Bend
Oak Grove
Oakridge
Ocsanlzke
Ontaxrio
Oregon Clty
Poendletion
Philomath
Portland
Portland
Portland
Fortland
Portland
Portland
Portland

_
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Date Organized

o
13
1539

1862

1953
1927

1942

Hame

Pilgrim
Trinity

First

Calvary
St. Peter
Zion
Zion
Trinity
Grace
Crace

Mt. Olive

St. Paul
Redsemer
Bethlehem
Trinity

Inmanusl

Zion
Bethlehem
it. Calvary
St. John
St. Peter
Calvary
Beautiful Savior
Grace
Trinity

St. lMatthew
All Wations
Grace
Concordia
St. Luke
Oceanlake
Pilgrim
Trinlty

Peace
Calvary

* Good Shepherd

Holy Cross
Holy Sacraments
Hope

Immanuel

OQur Savior




Plage

P°Ptland
ortlana
POPbland
Portland
Pinceton
edinond
Reedaport
Oseburg
Stes Helona
Salem
Salem
Sandy
Seapoose
Seaside
Senoca
Sheridan
Sherwood
Springfield
Sutherlin
Sweet Homo
The Dalles
Tillamook
Tolado
Wegtlir

WASHINGTON

Aberdeen
Auburn
Bellevue
Bellingham
Bingen
Bremarton
Chehealis
Coulee City
Dayton
Endicott
Everett
Grend Coulee
Hartline
Kennewieclk
Kirkiand
Klickitat
Lamona
Longview
Marlin
Molson
Monroe
Moses Leake
liount Vermon

151
Date Organized

1306

1881

1951

1936
13_7
1899
1907
1943
1950

1901
1878

Sts John
St. ilichael
Trinity
Zion

Falth
Ste Paul
Calvary
St. John
Immsnuel
Grace
Faith
Trinity
Ste Paul
Hope

Ste John
Bethel
Faith
Redecemer
St Hark
St. Luke

Calvary
Zion
Pilgrim
Trinity
Our Savior
liemorial
Peace
Bethel
Redeemer
Zion
Immanuel
Zion
Victory
Bethlehem
St. Paul
Grace
Zion
Grace
Salem
Peaoce
Grace
Trinity




Place

North Richland
Odeasa
0lympis
Oray,il1e
Pasco

gort Angeles
Port Orcharad
Port Towmsand
Prosser
Pullman
Puyallup
Repubklie
Richland
Seattlc
Seattle
Seattlo
Seattle
Soattle
Seattle
Seattle
Seattle
Seattle
seattle
Seattle
Seattle
Seattle
Seattle
Seattle
Sequim
Shelton
Snohomish
Spokane
Spokane
Spolkane
Spolkane
Spolkane
Spokane
Sunnyside
Tacoma
Tacoma
Tacoma
Tacoma
Tonasket
Tonasket (Havillah)
Vancouver
Vancouver
Veradale

Walla Walla
Wapato

Washougal
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Date Organized

1902
1908

1938
19I5
1952
1919

Hame

Bethel
Immanuel
Trinity
Faith

St. Matthew
Bethany
Grace
Messiah
University
Immanuvel

Redecmer

Ate.. ant

Beacon
Bethlehem
Calvary

Good Shepherd
Holy Cross
Hope
Heliicken Hts.
Messiah

lMte Olive
Northgate
Our Redecmer
Our Savior
Trinity

Zion

Ste. Hatthew
Mt, Olive
Zion

Faith

Holy Cross
Pilzrim
Redeener

St. John
Calvary
Calvary
Good Shepherd
Grace

Zion

Hope
Immanuel
Heomorial

St. John
Hope
Trinity
Hope

St. lMatthew
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Place Date Organized
Wenatchoo
: 2 1
fito Salmon 13%3
Winlock 1905

Hame

St. Paul

Our Savior
st. Peter
Bethlehen




Place-
IDAHO

Buhl
Buhl
Eden
Twin Falls

OREGON

Cornelius
Corvallis
Oregon City
Portland
Portland
Sandy
Sherwaod

WASHINGTON

Kennewiclk
Seatbtle
Shelton
Snohomish
Spckans
Spokane
Tacoma
Vencouver

*ochools active at present ti
with the number of teachers drawn

Annual,

APPENDIX B

Name

8t. John
Trinity
Trinity
Momorial

Zlion

Zion

Trinity
Martin Luther
Trinity
Tmasnuel

Ste Paul

Bethlehem
Concordia
Mi. Olive
Zion
Central
Redeomer
Concordia
St. John

Christian Day Schools in District®

No. of Tchrs.

o= =N

HEENNDN

AW D N HWE

me in the District
from the 1955 Lutheran




APPENDIX C

Summary of California--Oregon District Conventions

lat Convention: September, 18687,
§L. 3gu1us, San Fpancisco
S8830yist:  J, lie Buehler
Tople: Kirchengemeinschaft
Officers: Prese: Je He Buehlers Vice Pres.: G. Runkelj
Sece: dJe¢ He Thoeisz; Troas.,: J., Hs Hargens

Synodical Reprosentative: Pres. Hs Ce. Schwan

2nd Convention: January, 1889.
DGe Paulus, San Francisco
l-f_:;-':l."a'i-l "i-"-si; : Js M. Buchlor
+0pic: Den wrochten seligen Gebrauch der heiligen

N Schrift, ;
synodical Represontative: Pres. He C. Schwan

3rd Convention: January, 1891.
ulus, San Francisco

jssgyist: Je lls Buohler
-Opic: Dio Aufpgabe dor christlichen Kirche dem

llateorialismus der Zelt gegoniiber.
Pros.: J. li. Buchlery Vice Pres.: G. Runkel;
Soce: Jde He Theiszy Treas.: J. He Hargens

Synodical Represontetive: Prese. H, C. Schwan

o
Fh
5
=
e]
2
&
G
ea

lith Conventiong dJanuary, 1892,

Ste Paulus, San Francisco

gsayist: J. M. Buehler

Topic: Was ist zum Aufbau unserer Kirche an dieser
Kiste erforderlich?
Synodlical Representative: INoneo.

5th Gonvention: April, 159l.
Zicn, Oalzland, California
Lgsayist: J. M, Bushler
Topie: Das loralgesets
Je lis Buehleorjy Vice Pres.: Ge. Runkelj;

OfTicers: Proes.:
Secet Je« He Tholsz; Treas.: J. H. Hargons

Synodical Ropresentative: Pres. He Co Schwan

6th Convention: June, 1895.
St. Faulus, San Franclsco
Lssayist: J. l, Buehler
Topic: Thosen flber das Evangelium
Synodical Representatives Nones
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Tth convention: July, 1897.
1Z‘fl.on, Oakland, Californla
Lsgayist: J., M, Buehler

'ggpic: Der Alleinseligmachende Gleube
fficops: Pres.: J. He Buehler; Vice Pres.: G. Runkel;
Soc.: J. He Theisz; Treas.: J. He Hergons

Synodicel Representatives Pres. H. C. Schwan

Bth Convention: July, 1898.
St. Paulus, San Franclsco

Essaylist: J. M, Buehler
Topic: Unseor Glaube en dle ewige Gotthelt Jesu
Christi dem Wankelmuth unserer Zelt gegen=

fiber oul dem Geblet der Religzlon.
Synodiesl Reprosentatives None.

THIS WAS THE LAST CONVERTION OF THE CALIFORNIA==OREGON
DISTRICT.




APPENDIX D

Sumery of Nortvhwest District Conventions

lst Cyfvantion: August, 1899,

4ion, Portland, Oregon

Ussaylst: J, M, Bushler

‘opic: Die Ausbreitung des Reiches Gottes die HB8chste
und k8stlichste Aufgabe der rechtgl. ov. luth,

3 Kircho,

Of"lcers: Pres.: HesAy Co Pauly V.Pe: W, H, Behrens;
S0Ce: T,'Fleckenstein Treas.: George
Beloersdorfor.

Synodical Representative: Pres. F. Pieper

2nd Convention: liay, 1901.
Trinity, Portland, Oregon
Lssoayist: H. Ae Ce Paul
Tonic: Schriftgomiisze Lehro von der Bekehrunge.
Synodical Ropresontative: Pres. . Pieper

3rd Convention: July, 1903.

Gornecliusg, Oregon

Issayist: H, Bohl. Topic: Vollkommene Heilisunge.

Essayist: He Ce Ebeling. Topie: Hausgotieadlienste

Off"icors: Pres.: W. Luessenhop; V. P.: W. H. Behrens;
2nd VeFe: He A. Ce Poul; Sec.: A, Spleissj
Treoase.: Ge Beiloradorier.

3ynodical Representative: Pres. F. Pieper

Lth Convention: July, 190lL. i
Zion, Snohomish, Washington
Fesayist: W. Luessenhop
Topic: Heilogowlsszhelt
Synodical Representative: Vice Pres., P, Brand

5th Convention: July, 1906,
Ste Paul, Sherwood, Orogon
Essayist: W. Luessenhop
Topic: Heillgeowiszheit (conttd)
Off'icers: Pros.: ¥W. H. Behrens; V. Ps: L, Stueboj
2nd V.Pe: H. Bohl; Sec.: A, Splelas;

Treas.: Go Belorsdorfer,
Synodical Representative: Vice Pres. Ce Cs Schmidt
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6th Convention: June, 1907
Zion, Portland, Oregon
Essayist: W, Luessonhop
Topic: Heilsgewiszhoit (cont'ad)
Synodical Representative: Vice Pres. C. C. Schmidt

Tth Convontion: July, 1909,

§ion, Tacoma, Washington

~83ayiat: V. Luessonhop

Topic: Heilsgowiszheit (cont'd)

Officers: Pres.: L. Stuebey V.Pe: H. Bohlj
2nd V,Pe: Je Ae Rimbach; Sec.: A. Spleiss;
Troase.: G. Beiersdorfer.

Synodical Representatives Pres. ¥ Pfotenhauer

8th Convention: dJuly, 1910.
Trinity, Portland, Oregon
Easayist: J. Ae Rimbach
Topic: Dasz dio Bibel Gottes Wort und als solches
zu gebrauchen ist.
Synodical Representative: Vice Pres. J, Strasen

9th Convention: June, 1912,

Trinity, Seattle, Washington

Fasayist: TF. Schoknecht

Topic: Die CGnadermitctel

Officers: Prese: L. Stucbe; V.Pet Je. A. Rimbachj
2nd V.Pe: TFe Schoknechty Scce: A, Spleiss;
Treas.: A. Ko Engel :

Synodical Ropresentative: Vice Pres. J. Hilgendorf

10th Conventions July, 1913,
Cornelius, Oragon
Easayist: 0, Fedder
Topic: Das Christentum in seiner etaetizung.
Synodical Ropresentative: Vice Pres. J. W. Miller

11th Convention: July, 1915.

Zion, Snohomish, Washington

Egsayist:s W. Jensson

Topic: Jesus Christus unser Heiland nach John I,

ficers: Pres.: L. Stuehey V.Pe: J. A. Rimbachj;
2nd Vo,Pe: F. Schoknecht; Sec.: A. Spleissj
Troase: A. Ko Engel

3ynodical Representative: Pres. F. Pfotenhauer

1Zth Convention: dJune, 1916.
Trinity, Portland, Oregon
Essayist: W. Janssen
Tonic:
Synodical Representative:

Jesus Christus unser Heiland nach Johm I (cont'd)
Vice Pres. He. Speckard




13th

Uith

15th

16th

17th

18¢th
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Convention: July, 1918.

Eion, Tacoma, Washington

Lesayist: J. A. Rimbach

Tonic: Our Faith as confessed in the Creed.

Officers: Prese.: J. A, Rimbachj V.P.:. Fe. Schoknecht;
2nd V.Pet W. Jansseny Sec.: 0. Fedder;
TI'eaS. : Ao- K. Engel. .

Synodical Representative: Vice Pros. F. Brand.

Convention: July, 1919,

Zion, Poriland, Oregon

Pasayist: L, Stuebe .

Topic: Die erste Christengomeinde zu Jerusalem ein
Vorbila fiir unsere heutizen Gemeinden.

Synodical Ropresontatives Viece Pres. J. Hilzendorf

Convention: July, 1921.

Trinity, Seattle, Washington

Lssaylst: L, Stuebe

Topic: Die erste Christengemeinde zu Jerusalem ein

Vorbild fiir unsere heutigen Gemeinden

Off'icora: Pres.: W. Jansseny; V.P.: C. J. Boyerlein;
2nd VePe: Je¢ A. Rimbachj Sece: F. Zohej
Troas.: A. K. Engel.

Synodical Representative: Vice Prose. Ge. A. Boernthal

Convention: July, 1922,

Salem, Oregon iy

Essayist: Prof, Je He Ce Frits

Toplc: Drei wichtige Fragen flir die. Kirche der
Jetztzeit Loge, Begridbnis, Kirchenzucht.

Synodical Representative: Pres. FF. Pfotonhauer.

Convention: . July, 192l..

Ste John, Spokane, Washington

Egsayist: T», Fs Pileper . .

Topic: FEinige Sftze Uber den Unionismus.

Officers: Pres.: W. Jansseny V.Pe.: J. A. Rimbachj
2nd V4Pe: C. J. Bayorlein; Cerman Sec.:
¥ Zehes English Sece.: H. C. Schulzej
Treas.: A, K. Engel.

Synodical Represeontative: Vice Pres. C. F. Diets

Convention: dJune, 1925.-

Cornelius, Oreogon

Essayist: C. Je. Beyorlein

Topic: The Christian Day School an Excellent

lilissionary Institution
Synodical Reproesentative:

Vice Pres. G A« Bornthal




19th

20th

2lst

22nd

.23rd

,0ff"lcers: Pres.: W. Janssen; Ve.Pe:
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Convontion: June, 1927.

4ion, Snohomish, Washington

Lsgayiat: MM, C, Knuth

Topic: Wie erziehn wir unsere Christen zur

Lisbosthitiskelt

Officers: Pres.: W, Janssen; VePe: J. A, Rimbach;
2nd V.P.: F, lis L. Nitzy German Sec.:
¥e Zehejy Fngllsh Sec.: P. Hilgendorf;

3t Troase.: A. Ke¢ Engel

=ynodical Represontative: Pres. F. Pfotenhauer

Convention:  Juno, 1928,

?rinity, Portland, Oregon

Issayist: F. ll. L. Nitsz

<oplec: Vam Beruf ins Predigamt

Synodical Reprosoentative: Vice Pres. F. J. Lankenau

Convention: June, 1930.
Zicn, Tacoma, Washingbon.
“ssaylat: H. He Koppelmann Topic: The Propo= Re=-
lation between the Local Congregation and
the Synod.
Jo. A, Rimbach Toplc: Die Augsburgzische
Confession in ihrer Bedeutung fiir die
Gogenwart.

Je Ae Rimbaeh;

Officors: Pres.: W. Janssen; V.P.:
end V,Pe: Fo Me Lo Nibtz; Soc.: I, Zehes

Asste: P. Hilgendorf; Treas.: A. K. Engel
Synodical Represontative: Vice Pres. F. Randt

Essayist:

Convention: June, 1931,

Zion, Portland, Oregon ! s
Essayist: He. He Fngelbrecht Topic: The lilssionary
Activities as Recorded in Acts lodels for
Present Day Mission Work

Je As Rimbach Topic: Die Augsburgische

Confession in ihrer Bedeutung fir die

Gegenwars
Synodical Reprssentative: Vice Pres. J. W. Behnken

Essayiat:

Convention: June, 1933. ;
Trinity, Hillsboro, Oregon -
Essayist: H. H. Engelbrecht

Topic: The Missionary Activities as Recorded in Acts

liodels for Present Day Lission Work (cont?d)
F, M, L, Uitz

2nd V.P.: P. Schaus; Sece.: P. Hilgendor{;
- Asst.: F. Zehe; Treas.: A, K. Engel
Synodical Reprcsentative: Vice Pres. H. Grueber
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25th

26th

27th

28th

29th

161

Convention: June, 193k

Trinity, Seattle, Washington

Essaylst: H. W, Gross Topic: The First Commandment
Je Gihring Topic: The Second Commandument

Synodical Representative: Vice Pres. F. Randt

Convention: June, 1936,
STe Paul, Yalkime, Washington
Hosayists: He. Brockmann Topic: The Third Commandment
H, Hosserli Toplc: .The Fourth Commandment
II, Be Ebeling Topic: The Fifth Commandment
Off'icers: Pres,: F. I, L. Nitz; V.Pe: P, Schaus;
2nd V.Pe.: We. Janssen; Sec.: P. Hilgendorf;
Asste: F, Zohe; Troas.: 4, K, Fngel
Synodieal Ropresontative: Viece Praes, W, J. Lankenau

Convention: June, 1937,

Trinity, Portland, Orogon

Essayist: P. Schmidt Topiec: Tho Sixth Coumandment
He A« Kahle Topic: The Seventh Commandment

Synodical Representative: Vice Pres. Karl Kretzschmar

Convention: June, 1939.

Zion, Snohomish, Washington

Fsgayist: Dr. W. Arndt

Topic: Walthor .on the Position of the Lutheran Chur

toward the Scriptures :

Officers: Pres.: F. M. L. Nitz; V.P.: E, Eichmann;
2nd V.P.: P, Schauss Sec.: R, Rimbachj
Asste: F. Zohes Treas.: A, X. Engel

Synodical Representative: Vice Pres. F. J. Lankenau

Convention: .June, 19l0. .

Zion, Tecoma, Vashington
Hssayist: P. Schaus Topic: The Eighth Commandment
K. Lorenz Topic: The Hinth and Tenth
Commandments

We Fa Dannenfeldt Topic: The Resurrection
of Christ and the

Life of the Church

Synodical Representative: V;ce Pres. Herman Harms

Convention:. June, 19,2,

Immanuel, Albany, Oregon .
Tssayist: G. Fe Schmidt Topic: Stewardship of Time
. 8nd Talents .

Te Braclmann Topic: Office of tho Keys
Prese.: TFe lie L Nitz; VePe2 Fe Eichmann;
2nd VeP.: Ce Schmidt; Sec.:. R. Rimbachs
Asst.: V. Schulze; Treas.: A. K. Engel
Synodical Representative: Vice Pres. Arthur Brunn

Off'icers:



30th

3lat

32nad

33rd

3ith

35th
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Convention: June, 1943.

Rodeomor, Dishman, Washington

Fsaayist: Hs, J, Boettcher

Topie: A Purposoful and Planned Parish Program of
Christian Education

Synodical Representative: Vice Pres. G. C. Barth

Convention: June, 1945,

Bothlshem, Valkima, Washington

Esgayint: M. W. Gross Topic: The liow Testament Con-
cept of the Kingdom

He llesserli Topic: Melchizedek

. Janssen Topic: The Abundant Life of
the Christian

Off'icers: Pros.: T, M. Le NitZ3 V.Pe: C. H, Bonsene;
2nd VePe? Ce Schmidt; Sece: R. Rimbachj

i Trcag.: A, K., Fngel
Synodical Ropresentative: Vice Pres. H, Grueber

Conventilon: dJune, 1946,

Trinity, Portland, Oregon

Essayist: Dre. A. E. Rehwinkel

Tople: The Deluge

Synodical Representative: Vice Pres. F., Herwig

Convention: dJune, 19,8,

Zion, Snohomish, Washington

Fssayist: Dr. R. Caommorer

Tople: The Church in the World ;

Officors: Pres.: C. He Bonsoney VePs: The. Braclkmanng
2nd Ve.Pe? As We Schelps Sec.: V. Schulzej;
Treoas.: A. K. Engel

Synodical Represontative: Vice Pres., W. Lichtsinn

Convention: June, 1949.

Zlon, Poriland, Orepgon
Ossayist: Dr. Thoo. Hoyer
Tonic: The lMoans of Grace
Synodieal Representatlive: Pres. J. W. Behnken
Convention: June, 1951,

Trinity, Seattle, Washington

Fssaylst: Dr. F. E, layar

Topic: - llan's Will in Bondage and Frsedom
Officers: Pres.: C. H. Benseney V.P.: Th, Braclmanng

2nd VePe: A, We Schelp; Sec.: V. Schulzo;
Asste: Ve Bryant; Treas.: A, K, Engel

Synodical Representative:

Vico Pres. A. H, Crumm
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37th

163

Convontion: June, 1952,

Concordle Colle;e, Portland, Orogon

Essayist: Thoo, Brackmann

Toplc: The Doctrine of the Priesthood of tho Eelisvers
and the Enlistment and Training of ths Laity

Synodical Representative: Pros. J. V. Behnken

Convention: June, 1954,

Uoncordia College, Portland, Oregon

Essayist: Dr. A. Schwermann

Topic: The Last Things

Officors: Pres.: C. H, Benseney V,P,¢ E. Jaechj;
2nd V,P,: Th. Brackmanng Sec.: V, Schulzej;
Treas.: Ae. K. Engol

3ynodical Representative: Pros. J. V. Behnken
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