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CHAPTER I 

THE OREGON TERRITORY 

Bastward I so only by forces but westward 
I go frace « 0 ce e Let me live whore I will, 
on this side is the city, on that the wild- 
erness, anc over I am leaving the city more 
and moro and withdrawing into the wildere 
nesse I should not ley so much stress on 
this fact if I did not bolicve that some~ 
thing like this is the provalling tendency 
of my countrymen. I must walk toward Orce 
Gon, and not toward Buropee 

wr 

  

   

Henry David Troreau- 

It is not likely that Thoreau, as ho walked beside his 

Walden Pond, envisioned even slishtly the final fulfillment 

of his countrymens! westward tendencics, for today, somo 

one hundred odd years later, the picture is still a devel- 

oping one. ‘The Pacific Northwest 1s not the wildernsss 

of Thorcau, but nolther is 1% the teeming bustle of an 

eastorn metropolitan area. John Gunther's study of the 

United States makes the following summary of the areas 

Oregon and Washineton--with Idaho as a sort of 
pondant--=is the splendid open world of the 
Northwest, which means the world of the Columbia 
River basin. Roses at Christmas, salmon that 
climb Ladders, the greatest timber stands in the 
nation, personalities Like Wayne Morse and Davo 
Beck, the tall tales of Pavl Bunyan, spacious 
and maxi: issues Like public power, whoat 
fields that look painted by Van Gogh, and mors 
social enersy, mors social vision than in eny 

  

  

4ne Voto, Bernard, The Yoar of Decision (Boston: 
Little, Brown, & Coe, 1913), Pe le 
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comparable region in the country--those sare 
pone dist ingulebing characteristics of Oregon 
and Vashinetone 

The Yorthwost today is an area of contrasts, growing cltios 

and expanding rural reclamation, progrossive fastitutions 

of higher learning and lax elomontary educational facilities, 

radical inclinations among an usually stables consorvatisme 

But above all this is the predominant factor--ever-inercas= 

ing crowthe 

The Lutheran Church--Missouri Synod has grown with 

the razion. Not quite sixty years ago a group of their 

clercymen bound themselves together into e district to 

further the work of the shureh in the Northwest. As the 

arsa has grown and moved forward, so the Northwest District 

has expanded and developed. It is the purpose of this , 

Study to chronicle the events which have brought the Luthor= 

en Church-<liissouri Synod in the Northwest to its present 

position. This story, like every study of the West, finds 

1ts bosinnines in the Hest end its future in ths continued 

blessings of the gracious God who has bestowed so much on 

the labors of the men who followed the setting sune 

In 1739 a lusty ropublic was launching out on its 

carcer. The main inpulse of this cnersy was westward-<= 

ever westward. And yet, as the frontier pushed into the 

rolling hills of Ohio--a distant West for the majority 

  

2gunther, John, Inside Ue. Se Ae (Now York: Harper & 
Brothers, 197), De S5e 
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of the now countrymene-already the commercial minds of 

New England were laying the foundation for a Wost that 

oven the most starry-oyed did not droam of. ‘Boston 

merchants wore determined to trade wlth the Orient. Tho 

Orisninls wore oager to obtain furs; the northwest coast 

of America was a natural supply ground. It was a simple 

matter to buy pelts from the Indians of the Northwest, 

Ship thom to China, and bring home teas and silks. 

In just such a lins of business the Yankee captain, 

Robert Gray, chanced upon the entrance of a mighty plivor 

on the upper Pacific coast, which he named after his 

ship, the Columbia, thereby giving the United States 

@ claim to the entire territory drained by its waters.) 

Already in the oighteenth century Spain, Russia, Franco, 

and Great Britain had set forth vague claims to the 

Orczon country. With the acquisition in 1803 of the 

Lovisianna Territory by President Jefferson's diplomatic 

maneuvering, the opportunity for a more solid exploration 

of the Orezon claim pressnted itself. In 180) the Lewis 

and Clark Uxpedition traveled the length of the Missouri 

River, crossed the Groat Divide, and explored the Columbie 

valloye Shortly after that expedition, the New York 

financior, John Jacob Astor, set up his American Pur 

  

3Pivor, Edgar Be, "Oregon", Encyclopedia Britannics, 
XVI (1951), 886. 
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Company with a trading post at the mouth of the Golumbia, 

which was called Astoriae 

At about the same time an Englishman, Vancouver, 

thoroughly explored Puget Sound, giving names to many 

geographical features which have remained to this day. 

However, the Hudson Bay Company in its westward movement 

Giscourared any settloment of the area 4n the Columbia 

Basin, hoping to maintain the region as a permanent 

game preserve for its trade. By 1318 the northwestern 

border of our country had become a matter of dispute 

with Great Britain, and in the AngloeAmerican Convention 

of that year, an azreement was reached establishing the 

forty-ninth parallel as tho northern boundary of the 

5 United States as far west as the Rockies. Provision 

was made at the same time for a joint occupation of the 

Oregon country for ton years. Actually, this Latter 

arrangement gave the representatives of the 4udson Bay 

Company control of the regione When this agreement was 

renewed in 13827 for an indetermined period, tho only 

provision for cventual American occupation was a clause 

  

Ln outech, Herman Je, "Washington", Bncyclonedia 
Britannica, XXIII (1951), 390. 

*Krout, John Ae, "United States to 1865", Collore 
Outline Ssriss (19163, pe 113. 
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granting cither nation the right to terminate tho agroc- 

ment by civing a year's noticoe 

Alvesdy American interests in the valley vere 

expanding. While prior to 1330 the contact of ths United 

States with the territory was limited to the visits of 

trappers and traders, during the next two dscadss a flow 

of micration boman. In the main this was prompted by the 

propaganda of enthusiasts Like Hall J. Kelly, who had 

organized a society for the settlement of the territory, 

and the trail breakins of Nathaniel tiyeth, who in 1832 

and again in 1536 had proved the practicability of a 

wagon route to the arese This steady stream of imni- 

grants, which reached considerable proportions in 1813, 

gave rise to the demands of the extremists that the 

United States acquire all of Oreson.e ‘The slogan, "Fifty-= 

four forty or fisht’," was a reference to the northern 

boundary of the territory. 

in 18hs5 the human rivulet followine the Oveson Trail 

rose to a broad streame More than three thousand people 

camc into the Willamette Yalley alone. This mass movement 

made Oreson an American community, doing as much as 

diplomacy to secure 1t% for the United “tates. tishteen- 

forty-six was the yoar of decisione As Sernard De Voto 

comments in his book: 

The nation began the year in crisis. It was 
a evrisis in foreizn relations. The United 
States was facing the possibility of two wars-<- 
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with Groat Britain and with Mexico. But these 
Poreicn dangers had arison out of purely domestic 
energies, They involved our history, or gso0= 
graphy, our social institutions, and something 6 
that must bo called both a tradition and a dream. 

After much diplomatic maneuvering, conflict was avoided 

and a peaceable settlement was reached, fixing the 

boundary at the forty-ninth parallel. In 1848 the entire 

area of the Northwest (Oreszon, Washington, Idaho, and 

parts of Montana and Wyoming) was given territorial 

status. ! 

Missionary activities among the Indians in the 

Pacific liorthwest had been undertaken in the earlicst 

days. Alreséy in 1798 a Gorman, Baron Ausust yon 

Schirndins, proposed the establishment of a Christian 

mission on the Pacific Northwest coaste® His plan never 

materialized, but projects of a similar natare arose fron 

time to time. ‘The Lowis and Clark Expedition had made a 

strong Impression on the Indians in the Pacific Northwest, 

religiously speaking, and this impression had been 

strongthencd by thoir associations with the trappers, 

  

S56 Voto, ops. cites De be 

Tpaper, Ode ~Glies De 886. 

Suanther, Gsvar, The Great Northwest (New York: 
A. Ae Knopf, 19h7), Pe 1136 
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mountain men, and fur traders. Christianity was first 

introduced among the Mlathead Indians sometime between 

1512 and 1520 by a wenderine band of Iroquois from a 

mission nesr Montreal, Canadas ‘Their chief, Big ITenece, 

was & sealous teacher of the Catholic faith.” 

The first relicious influenes, however, did not come 

from missionaries. Amonsz the employees of ths Hudson Bay 

Company were Presbyterians and Episcopalians, who con-= 

dusted services for both the trappers and the Indians. At 

Fort Walla Walla, Pierre Panbrun, chief trader, gave 

Catholic instructions. Indian teachers, likes Spokane 

Garry, trained at the Red River Settlement under the 

sponsorship of the Hudson Bay Company, held services and 

teucht the Minor Historical Catochism.~? 

In tho moantime, the missionary neods of the North-= 

yest were not forgotton on the Atlantic Coast. In 1310- 

1811, plans for a mission project in the Pacifie Northwest 

were boing formulated at Andover Theolosical Seatnerye 

Durins the same years, the American Board of Commissioners 

for Foreign Missions was formed. This board ropresented 

  

IPullor, George We, A History of tho Pacific North- 
west (Now York: Ae Ae Knopf, 13), De e 

LOTDid.ey De 12h. 

Lluinthor, Ope Chtes De 113. 

PRITZLAFF MEMORIAL LIBRARY 
CONCORDIA SEMINARY 

_ - §T. LOUIS, NO.   
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the Presbyterian, Consrosetional, and Dutch Reformed 

Churches, using Boston as its home office. Separate 

mission socicties were also being formed. The Baptist 

soclety oricinated in 1813 and the Methodist Board in 

1819. Soth these groups were to exert an effort in the 

missioniging of the Northwest. 

  

In 1319 the American Board dispatehed its first 

missionariss to the Hawaiian Islands. A mission was 

esteblished in 1920.7" ecause of the numerous maritime 

contacts between the Islands and the Pacific northwest 

coast, thesc missionaries suggested to the Board that the 

Pacific northwest might be suitable location for mission 

work. In vesponse to this, the Board, undor its Prudene 

tial Committee, sent Reve Je S. Groen from Hawail to the 

northwost coast on a tour of reconaissance. Green dicn't 

land, »ut he investisated the ports and suzgestcd that a 

mission bo established neer the mouth or lower part of 

the Columbia River. However, the Board delayed action 

on Gresnts proposal. ”> 

Methodist Lay missionarics were among the first to 

G0 west to worl: anon: the natives. It is not unusual 

127n4d., pe 113. 

13tpide, De ith.    



  

9 

then, that we would fina thom among the first agricultural 

settloments in the Willamette Valley, While their labors 

Were in the main among the settlers, noverthelsss their 

influence was no doubt valuable. ‘The first direct move 

to establish missions in Oregon was made by the Methodist 

Missionary Socicty. Their interest in missionizing this 

area cans about in a rather unusual waye A deleration of 

Nez Perce and Flathead Indians had come to St. Louis to 

Sce General Clark of expedition fame. They had only a 

Slight knowledge of Christianity, were attracted by it, 

and sousht out Clark for further Information. The story 

became hichly imaginative and sentimentalized through 

retelline, but the result was a wide eirculation throuch 

the pages of the Methodist magazine, The Christian 

Advocate. Shortly after this the Mission Board announced 

the appointment of Jason Lee to be their missionary to 

the Flatheads. ‘Thus, Jason lee and his nephew Danicl, 

together with two Ley assistants, left St. Louis in 

April, 183), by voat. 24 Arriving in sarly autumn, Dre 

MeLouchlin, the longtime and famed ruling reopressntative 

of the Hudson Bay Company, advised thom to settle in the 

Willamette Valley, where the Indians were friendlier, thus 

keoping them out of his territory north of the Columbia 

  

Lithtde, De 1156 

  
  

 



    

10 

River, Unfortunatoly, this move elso kept them from 

serving the Nez Peree and the Flatheads. les established 

@ mission in French Prairie late in 1834. Subsoauently, 

branch missions wore set up at The Dalles and Fort Nis- 

qually.?” 

The work was difficult from the boginnins, and the 

results ssomed uselesse The adult Inédlans wore hopeless, 

butt Lee held out hope for the children, who began attend- 

ing his mission school. In an endeavor to reach an even 

wider group, he sent pleas to ths Board to provide reine 

forcements. They responded in 1837 by sending twonty 

mors workers. ‘The next year Lee returned to the States 

to recruit additional laborers and at the samo tine to 

generates interest in migrations 2° These reinforcements 

mark a turning point in the work of the mission. As the 

addition of more settlers brought attention to secular 

concerns, the interest in missionary work dwindled. 

The Board, realizing this prevailing attitude, replaced 

the Lees with Reve Georce Gary, who attempted to dis- 

associate the mission from much of its secular activities. 

However, the mission was known from this time on as tho 

nucleus of the Anericen colonization, and it became the 

mecca for all those later pilsrims to whom the name 

  

r40, » De 1156 

16, spor, Ope Gites Pe 887. 
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Willamette Valley became synonymous with Oregon. 

Almost simultaneously with the Methodist Mission 

Board, the American Board was stirred to action. ‘Tho Rev. 

Samuel Parker of Middleficld, Massachusetts, was approached 

for such a mission in 1833, but eircumstances prevented his 

two associates and himself from getting to St. Louis until 

the next year. ‘hey had planned to cross the plains with 

& caravan, but it had left six weeks prior to: their 

arrival, Troeveling part way along the trail west, 

Parker left his associates to work among the Pawnecs, 

while he roturned cast to look for additional workera. 

During tho fall and winter of 163h-35, he held missionary 

mcetines in western New York. It was on this tour that 

he met and became acquainted with Marcus Whitman and 

Narcissa Prentiss, later to become Whitman's wifes. Ina 

study of these two missionaries, NM, frinklein quotes: 

Althoush Parker did not realize the full signifi-g 
cance of the drama then in its preliminary stares, 
wo now both know that one of his greatest services 
to the causes of both church and state was to find 
Eee ont characters and to interest them in Old 

In 1836 Whitman arrived in tho territory, establishing a 

mission at Waiilatpu (near present Walla Walla). Thus, 

  

17 - =, Tpinklein, Michael iiesionavy Endeavors of Marcus 
Whitman (Unpublished Bachelor S Thosis, Concordia Sominary, 
St. Louis, 1955), no pare.   
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the first Christian missionary work among the Indians in 

the Washington erea was begunme The unfortunate massacre 

of Whitman and his group eleven yoars lator brouzht an 

end to this first phase of work in that regione 

In 1538 two Roman Gatholic pricsts arrived to serve 

not only the Indians, but particularly the French-Canadian 

fur traders in this region. Fathers Blanchet and Demers 

set up their first mission on the Cowlitz Rivor.e Father 

Blanchet was later elevated to the bishopric of Walle 

Wal1a.25 Some individuals have suspected the endeavors 

of these mon as eontributing fectors in the Whitman 

massacre, but this statement is without proof. Rivalry 

did exist, to bo sure, but missionerics, no matter what 

donominstion, wero an important part in the settling of 

this country. ‘They were the vanguard of the western 

movenent. 

At tho same time es these efforts were being exerted 

4n Oregon and Washington, the area of what 1s today Idaho 

was beings opened to the Gospole In 1836 the American 

Board sent Rev. H, Spaulding into that territory. He sot 

up a school for the Indians nesr present-day Lewiston. 

Here also the first printing press in the Oregon Territory 

  

1yinther, Ode Cites De 119. 
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was found, and on 1% a primer, hyanbook, and Gospel of 

Natthew in the Nez Perce lenguage was produced. _? In 15)2 

Father DeSmet, a Josult who had worked in the Washington 

territory for the provious two years, ostablished a mission 

amons the Gocur d@tAlene Indlans. Limited inmmieration, due 

to the unfavorable agrieultural conditions, hindered tho 

expansion of mission work in this area./ 

As has been already noted, Germany had an interest in 

missionizins the Pacific Northwest already in tho eighteenth 

century, An attempt to bring fruition out of these verbal 

efforts was tried by the Barmen Mission Institute. This 

was a nonconfessionsl croup in Germany whose design was 

to establish missions among the American Indians, and in 

& secondary way, to serve the Germans occupying the 

adjacent territorics.s=? They advised their missionaries 

to remain ecelesiastically independent, joining neither 

the Lutheran nor the Reformed sroupSe Pe Heyer and 

T. Niess were sent in 1335 as missionaries to the Oregon 

Territory. WNiess became sick, causing a delay in St. 

Louis, and Heyer then sccepted a call to serve a German 

concregzation noar St. Charles, Missouri. A sudstitute, 

  

19zoreh, William #., and Byron Defenbach, "Idaho," 
Encyclopedia Britannica, XII (1951), Sh. 

20schnoider, Ge Bey Tho German Church on the American 
Frontior (St. Louis: Eden Puolis OUSGs, 1939)5 De Doe   
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L. Nollau, was sent to replace Heyer with instructions to 

work among the Flathoad trivos in Orecon.e However, just 

as they wore to sot out, less took sick asain and died. 

J, HihIhBussr was sent to join Nullau and procecd with 

the project. When he established himself in the East, 

however, the Barmen Mission Institute decided to abandon 

the entire projoct and requested Nollau to return to New 

Yorke It is interesting to note that their abandonment 

of this endeavor was bassd upon the conclusion that the 

current Saxon imalcration under Stephan would teke care 

of this wostern mission works =~ The Barmon Institute did 

Pinally succoed in placine one of its men on the Pacific 

Coast, when in 18:9 H. Kroh moved to California with the 

idea of establishing the Reformed Church on tho west coast. 

At the time these endeavors of the Barmsn group were 

meeting such obstacles, a wave of Germen imaipration to the 

Oregon district began. While the oxact number 1s unknown, 

it is obvious that the familios which had pushed the 

frontier steadily westward wero reappcering in the valley 

22 Among the Gormans of tho Golumbia to found a new state. 

who came into the territory we see Henry Le Yesler, who 

founded Seattle in 1852, constructing a sawmill at that 

  

2lintd., De Sb. 

22raust Albert B The German Elemont in the United rT the 
States (New Yori: The Steuben Society of Amorica, I ; 
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Place. While Olympia was the first American settlement 

in the Washington territory (1945), 1t was the offorts of 

Yesler and other German settlers which brought the incroase 

to the area. It was obvious that the time was ripe for 

work among the Germen Lutherans in this new acquisition of 

the United States. 

4né@ yet, it was the work of another German, from the 

Grand Duchy of Baden, Captain John A. Sutter, which 

inadvertently turned the course of Pacific development. 

As lste as 166, there was no dependable, detailed map of 

Galifornie in existence. A direct path to California wes 

unknown until Fremont's party of 163 wandered by accident 

down there from Oregon, and while such books as Hastingst 

Zhe Emigrants’ Guide to Oregon and Galifornia™> were being 

circulated, the Galifornia section was minimized. In fact, 

there were from six to seven thousand Americans in Oregon 

in 166, while only some eight hundred in California. 

This, however, did not deter the expansionist policies of 

the American diplomats at this time from secking also the 

aciuisition of California. The valuc of this posscssion 

became most evident when Captain Sutter decided to expand 

the capacity of his mill by deepening the mill race. Thus 

  

23ne Voto, op cites De 136 
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it was, as De Voto puts it in his book: 

On that Monday morning Marshall turned the water 
out of the tail race as usual, and toward mid= 
afternoon got down into 16.to see how much procress 
had besn mads. Wot much, for they were down to bed 
rock. A few inches of water covered the sranite 
shelf. Mershall saw something shgay under that 
water.e He stooped to pick it up. 

The Gold rush hed begun} 

ths effeet of this on the Oregon territory was almost 

disastrous. ‘he lure of quick wealth drsw many sottlers 

away from the Northwest. In an effort to cheek this mass 

departure, Consress in 1850 pessed the Donation Land Acte 

This provided that cvery male inhabitant who had settled in 

Ovaron before the first of December, 1850, should reccive 

320 acres of land, and a similar amount for his wifes each 

male settlor dating from December 1, 1850, to December 1, 

1853, should receive 160 acres of land and an equal amount 

in addition if he wore married. The one condition imposed 
é 

upon these settlers was that they should remain four -yoars.—” 

Over oight thousand vesistered under this Land Act. This 

eroated a well-to-do land=~rich class of settlers who ro= 

mainsd permanently. Thus Portland and surrounding area 

dovelopsd = stablo settlement, among which wore a number of 

German Lutheranse ‘The time had come for Lutheran work to 

move westward with the destiny of the country. 
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CHAPTER IT 

HASTEN PORTH TO OREGON 

Hasten forth, 0 swift Evangel 
Hasten on to Orcgone 
*Waken men in spirit mortal 
With the tidings of God's Sone 
Hasten forth, belov'd, haste onward 
To the far Pacifle shors3 
idols dumb hurl down dishonored 
And seclaim Christ evermore. 

  

Hormann Fick= 

On the interior pages of the February 3, 18)}5, Der 

Lutheraner an article entitled “Aufruf zu oiner Missions- 

Coupagnie nach Oregon” appoared.* ‘Tho author, Hermann 

Pick, in addition to several paragraphs describing the 

need for our church to work among the Germans in the 

territory, composed a five=verse poem appealins for 

misslon-mindedness in the Far Weste While there was no 

inmediate discernible sffect, at the Delecato Convontion 

of Synod at Fort Wayne in 1852, the matter was brought 

before the conventione Dr. Walther told the assembled 

delorates that William Loche had written him of a Pastor 

Fleischmann and a Mr. Yonetti who were planning to work   anonz the Germans in California. These men were willing 

to coms to St. Louis and place themselves at the Gisposal 

' 
TRATED ND A ORE 

lpick, Hermann, "Aufruf zu cinor Missions-Compagnie 
nach Oreson", Der Lutheraner, IV, Noe 12 (Feb. 3, i3h8), 956 
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of the Missouri Synod. Unfortunately, nothing of this 

offer materialized. 

When by 1856 no action had been taken, Ge Je He Fick 

of the Northern District argued that the concsrn of 

California missions was a Synodical mattor, end therefore 

their rosponsibility. The question was brouzht before both 

the Western and Northern District conventions eazain that 

year, bub though all asreed that such endeavors would be 

desirable, no conerste sction was takon. 

However, Dor Luthoraner once more exerted its influ« 

ence in this matter, printing in 1859 an anonymous letter 

from a rosident of San Francisco? It was a passionate 

plea for ths nesd of the pure Gospel among the Increasing 

nunber of settlers in the San Francisco area? 

e © e e © must let you know that things look bad 
amons the Christians end in particular amons the 
Lutherans. The good old Lutheran doctrins is 
beins totally forgotten because there is not an 
orthodox church heree « e e there aro five Ger= 
man churches here, one in Sacramento, one in 
Stockton, and two in San FranciscOe .« e « also 
four small Methodist churches. 

Anew ER aer emake eeene os oT 

3suclflox, August Re, She Heart of Missouri (St. Louis: 
Concordin Publishing House, 1951), © 550 

hepsa, 
5¥rom a letter printed in Der Lutheraner, XVI (Dece 

13, 1859). 

Sxretzmann, P. Ee, "The Beginning of Lutheran Church 
Work in California," Concordia Historical Institute Cuarter= 

iy, IV, 1 (April, 1931), 25-31. 
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This letter which reached Walther had the desired 

effect. In the light of the widespread intersst generated 

by the publication and appeal for funds in Der Lutheranor, 

& call was extended to a dunes 1860, graduate of the St. 

Louis Seminary, Jacob Matthias Buehler. 

This pionoer worker of Synod on the Pacific coast was 

born in Baltimore, Maryland, in 1837. Ho went to the St. 

Louis Seminary, and while there was instructed and con-= 

ce
) irmed 1 = tg Walther. Just prior to his aeceptance of the 

QQ
 

all to cr
 

a erve in California he had worked among the 

Bnglish-spoaking Lutherans in the Baltimore arca as a a 

Vicar. Thus it was thet on August 25, 1860, Buehler 

arrived in San Francisco to begin the work of the Missouri 

Synod. 

One of his first acts upon arrival was to call upon 

& German proacher by the name of Moshake, of whom he had 

heard on his trip to the coast. -This man had preached in 

& small church on Greonwich Street, but had been deposed 

from office. After mesting Buehler, he doclered his 

willingness to have Buehler tako over his congregation.’ 

However, Buehler did not accept this offer without examin= 

ing the situation further, because he did not want to 

tamper in’ the affairs of other mon. He wanted first to 

get a better idea of relisious conditions prevailing in 
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| in the city. 

He attended the services of Rev. Rahn of the United 

Church in the morning of tho first Sunday there, ond in the 

afternoon listened to Mosheke preach at the Greonwich 

Street church. That evening he inserted the following 

comient in his dlarys 

I went to bed with my head full of thoushts of 
all kinds. I had thoroughly convinced myself 
that the brisht and refroshing Lisht of tho 
Gespel has for us Germans been totally extin= 
guished, execpt for some faint elimmerins of 
it in the churches of the sects; and I went to 
Sleep after calling on the Lord for wisdgni end 
power to proclaim the faithful Shepherd. 

With theso thoughts welching on his mind, he accepted the 

invitation of Moshake to take ovor the services in the 

Greenwich Street church, preaching his initial sermon 

there the following Sunday, Septomber 2, 1860. A consre= 

gation was organized under his direction in November of 

that yoar,? and he was called as their Pastor at the sane 

tince 

With work satisfactorily under way in San Francisco, 

he began to scxamino the expansion possibilitics of the 

work in the Galifornia areae Journeying to Sacramento in 

the spring of 1561, he organized a congregation there, 
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drafted a constitution, and a call was oxtonded to W. 

Bertling, but it was not acceptede~? This, plus tho fact 

that the additional men he hod requested from the East 

not materializing, caused the default of the work in that 

arca, and the chureh came under other Influences. 

In 1862 Buchler married Louise Wyneken, the dauchter 

of President Wyneken, in San Francisco. ‘Thus, by relation 

and relicious sonship, he was on close terms with two of     
ths most influential men in Synod. He continued to reauest 

additional men to serve the expanding areas of California, 

but with the country in the throes of the Civil War, 

pressing neods in the Hast, together with the uncertain 

stand of the church in this matter, caused great delay in 

accomplishing anything specific in the line of sending 

additional mon to the Pacific coaste 

And even as the work progressed in San Francisco, 

trouble was Looming on the horizon. The property on 

Greenwich Strect had to os razed to make way for the 

widening of the streets ané spread of the city. On this 

occasion & group withdrow, retaining the name, Erste 

Deutsche Evangelische-Lutheranische Gemeinde, and the 

property. This latter sroup soon accepted a man by the 

name of Hansen as their pastor, Suehler, holding firm to 

confessional Lutheranism, gathered the remaining faithful, 

  

1Osuclflows ope cites, De 56.  



  

22 

and they built a new basement structure, dedicating 1t on 

Christmas Day, 1963. Pressure was brought to boar now to 

Peunlte the two groups under a quasieLbutheran, qguasi- 

rationelistic platform. Bushler resisted, and although 

some opposition came from within, Ste Mark's, as it was 

now known, remained faithful. = 

By 1866 work was begun for: the completion of the 

church building, and the congregation granted Buehler an 

cightemonth vacation so that he might visit the @Zast and 

Europes During this timo a candidate, Ebert, served the 

Redenate tion tac He returned at Christmas time, at which 

time also the completed church unit was dedicatede During 

his absence, howover, agitators had again attempted to 

effect a wmmion between the two churchese Buehler was 

asked for a more liberal administration of his pastoral 

office, Finally, during Holy Week of 1867 the culminating 

troubles poesulted with the request. that he take an un= 

Scriptural lodse position. Wo longer able in consciencs to 

serve then, he resigned the Pastorate of St. Mark's. This 

entire problem is the subject of a thesis being prepared 

by Ee Stohs, and 4t shall be sufficiont to state here 

  

llgensen, Ae, "Jacod Me Buchler," Concordia Historical 
Institute Cuarterly, X, 3 (Octobor, 1937)5 92s 

12 ibid. 

13stohs, Bldon, Jacob Me Buehler (Unpublished Bachelor's 
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that the division did not take place as a result of this 

last matter of confessional Lutheran loyalty. Buehler 

himself commented, "Ich habe eine unGemoinde verloren." 1 

Even while he was handing in his resignation, a group 

of members approached him, urging him to form a new 

congregations thus, on Easter Sunday of 1867, he begen a 

new effort, preaching in a rented hall. He auickly 

gained a new following, even though he was subject to the 

most unfair maligning, by both publie press and other 

Groups, and was offered money to leave the cityel? On the 

ssventeenth of May, 1867, St. Paulus Church was organized, 

the conyregation which Buehler was to serve for the 

remaining thirty-four years of his life. 

A, Hansen, a pastor in Galifornia since 1902, comments 

on the Life of Buochler: 

Rev. SBuchler entered into Synod's missionary worl: 
when thinzs in California wore shaping up more 
after the conventional picture of American life 
followings the turbulent Gold rush years; when in 
elvic, school, church, and business life more 
sottled conditions had to be striven for and reauired 
reliable and strons leadership; when the Civil-War 
was upon the country; whon Buehler could not berin 
worl with a nucleus of Missouri Synod people; when 
"Lutherans" of a11 stripes had to be dealt with; 
‘when circumstances had to direct and alter many - 
cases and had no eoual pattern in Synod's realm.’ 
One fecls that had Buehler not been of tho giant 
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Stature he was, his offorts and successes would not 
have dDoon what thoy proved to bo under God's 
merelos. This was an apostolic work +e a decidedly 
complex period of California history. 

There is no question that the splits in the congregation he 

had begun had a disturbine effect on Buehler personally, 

end yet, as Rove Hansen states, the giant that he was 

enablsd him to weathor the stormse 

It would bo crossly unfair also to construe from this 

strictness that BuchLer took a non-cooperative spirit in 

the work of the Tuthersn church in the true sense. On tho 

contrary, he urged and cneouraged the introduetion of a 

Norwegian mission tn the San Francisco arcas He contacted 

the Norwegians in Milwaukee, informing them that he was 

performing the ministerial acts smong their people in 

town, and suggesting that they send a Pastor to serve the 

group, prouising them his help in eny way poseinies 

As Buchler had noted himself, the work emong Lutherans 

in the sense that it was Lutheranism beings preached was 

almost negligible in these early yearse While a sizcabloe 

Scandinavian population hed been developing after the Gold 

rush, any sort of religious service to them was indifferente 

A Swedo by tho name of "Janne" Tenngren, who had come to 

California in 1851, conducted services by readins sermons 
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and dovotional material. +3 By 1860, however, whon efforts 

were made to organize a Swedish Lutheran congregation in 

San Francisco, he hed returned to Swedene Je Je Linderen 

was called from Sweden3; he came to San Francisco, but 

Peturned home when he found that the Danes and Norwerians 

would not affiliate with a group harboring Swedese Upon 

his return he warned his countrymen of the "perils" of 

America and particularly California, an item which made no 

little contribution to the neglect of Lutheran work there.?? 

In 1870, then, the Norwegians sent Christian’ 

Hvistendahl of Milwaukee to San Francisco. Upon his arrival 

Buchler inmedlately lived up to the words hé had written, 

for 4vistsndsahl wrote: 

He took mo into his house as a brother, guided me 
to the leading Scandinavians who had some interest 
in the church, and arranged for us to hold services, 
without renb, in his gyurch building, which is 
conveniently located. 

There was the problem of older Scandinavian pastors in the 

clty who attacked this connection with Buehler. In addition, 

Rev, 0. Groensberg organized a congregation which also took 

Membership in the Norwegian Synod. + The latter, however, 

seems to have been a welcome addition to the work in the 
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aoe 

Meanwhile, the work of Buchler was progressing nicolye 

In 1872 St. Paulus opened tho first Christian Day school on 

the Pacific cosst. <A school association established by 

Buehler was lts sponsor until 1851 when the church undertook 

its control alone.“ Hvistendahl was very much onthused 

with the school and hoped to put a Seandinavien department 

into it when it organized.*3 However, this plan did not 

materialize. Nevertheless, he remained a strong supporter 

of the school, writin: back to his friends in Milwaukee 

in 1573 of its influence and the fact that "1t already has 

about one hundred pupils, the first school of its kind on 

au i 
the Pacific coaste". I He remained an ardent admirer of 

Buehlor until he left Galifornia, a fact attested by one 

of his last letters in which he comments: 

We have becn very happy to send our daughter to 
the school (Buchler's) where discipline is enforced 
and instruction is based upon a Christian foundation. 
2 = «6 Associgtion with Pastor Buehler is my greatest 
inspiration.e<7 

Eighteen hundred and seventy=silx say the return of 

EHvistendahl to the Bast, where he continusd to serve the 
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Norwesions theree Upon leavins, he advised against 

migration to Oreson, where, as he put it, "life is still 

mors wild and unchristian than in Galifornia.”.7° He did 

offer sucrestions thouch for reliable information should 

people chooss to so to Oregon, directing them to a Mr. 

Hjorpeland of Portland, who had traveled throughout that 

erea. Noteworthy also is the report he gives of the 

unreliability of Rev. A. Fridpichson, a Norwogian pastor 

in Portland, who had much to contribute to the MissourL 

Synod in that arcane’! 

Oreron at this time was not served by Missouri Synod 

Lutheran pastorse There is Little doubt that Buehler 

saw the need there, but the press of the first ten years 

in California pushed this to the background. Andors E. 

Fridrichsen, an eecentric and unelerical Norwegicn Pastor, 

who had worked in the Midwest, cane to the coast from 

Texas in 1970. We stepped in.San Francisco on the way, 

attempting to orrmanize a congregation there but was 

unsuccessful. No record is available of any contact with    Buehler, but almost immediately after his arrival, he pushed 

north to ssttis tn Portland. Arriving thero in 1571, he 

organized a congregation in April of that year, the first 
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. Scandinavian Lutheran church to be established in Orezone?® 

It soems that he wont to Portland at tho invitation of an 

Baglish Lutheran pastor thore, with the express purpose of 

workin; amon; the Scandinavians. The Census of 1870 

showod a total of 112 Norwegians in both the state of 

Oregon and the territory of Washinston. However, lotters 

appeared in the Norwegian papers in the Nast encourarcing 

Settloment and migration, explaining the great natural 

Pesources and the fact that the completion of the Northern 

Pacific railroad made migration much easier. Theso 

articles did much to dispel the widespread notions of the 

freezing climate and unfavorable farmine conditions, as 

the following example illustrates’ 

But ean ounce of experience is worth a pound of 
argument, and I would advise the ladies who 
before Long will want to take a trip to Puget 
poine Sele Aga REE Rea Railroad not to 

Fridrichsen held an equally high opinion of Orezon, 

writings cast after his arrival that "Oregon will be the 

greatest stato in the Union on account of the extraordine 

ary fertility of its soil and the mildness of its elimate.".29 
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Not vestrictinge his activities to Portland, Fridrichsen 

organized a consregation of fourteen people at Oysterville 

on the Washington coast in 1871 and accepted their call as 

Pastor. Over the course of the. next eleven years ha served 

congregations and hold services throughout tho entirs Northe 

west, for the most part among ths Norwegians, but also to 

German and Enelish communitios. At the seme time he never 

ceased to stimulate and attempt to organize imaigrant 

groups to come out and settle this country. 

It is no doubt this publicity of the Orezon land and 

climate which brought the first Missouri Synod work to 

that aren, Ausust Kentner, pastor in the Minnesota Synod, 

resiened his pastorate and cams to Oregon in 1876 for 

reasons of hsalth, settlinz at Middleton (near present- 

aay Sherwood), a community on the Willamette Valley just 

west of Portland. He bvezan to preach to the many Gorman 

settlors in the area, and two years later organized a 

consrosation, the first and oldest Missouri Synod church 

in the Northwest,2+ (St. Paul's), constructing a building 

that same yoar (1878). 

A second, and evidently unrelated, effort to ostablish 

the Missouri Synod in Oregon was made by the Western Dis= 

trict. Buehler attended the Western District convention in 

3lgimon, Martin P Missouri Lutherans in Orezon epg 3 

(Unpublished papor on file in Archives of Northwest 
District, Portland, 193), pe 7e 
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1880 for the first time in twenty years. ‘The necessity of 

work in Oregon and California was pressed hard, and asido 

from the men who for various reasons (health and Gall) 

were in California, the need for an aggressive missionary 

in Oregon was met with the calling of Rev. Zdward Dooring 

of the Chicazo areas?” It was extromely difficult for the 

Gistrict to cot men to serve such a distant field, particue 

larly in the light of the needs at home, but Doering 

accepted the call and arrived in Oregon in September, 1581. 

Working out of Portland, ho immediately besan canvassing 

the Germans of the area, anc in town’ this work laid: the 

foundation for Zion Luthoran Churche 

This cntrvancee of Doaring into Portland brings the 

Norwerian, Rov. A. Fridvichson, into the picture asain. 

Pridrichscn was an energetic worker in Portland. He 

built both a church and parsonage on the corner of Bast 

Seventh Strest and Lincoln Avaenuee This property, as far 

a5 we can detormine from the oxtant records, belonsed to 

him by virtus of the fact that he built it with his 

personel funds. What records are available states 

According to the protocol of the congregation 
(which usod this building), he was a momber of 
the Joint Synod of Ohio and other states. Sut 
when ones synod could not assume charges of the 
work in Portland, he willed his property to the 
filssouri Synod with the wish that the money be 
usod for mission work on the west coaste e 
died in 2882. 
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Alroady before he diced in 1892, these buildings were used 

by Doorin:; for services, the first service in Portland of 

the lutheran mission being held Sunday, September hh, 1881. 

When Fridrichsen died, there was evident 111 will over the 

wishes he expressed about the disposal of the property, to 

the point that the Norwesian paper of Minneapolis, Norden, 

Peported in Pebruary of that year? 

Thers was a sreat deal of resantment over this 
(the will leaving the property to the yaraacue 
Synod) and the will may be declared invalid.3 

Unfortunately the outcome of the matter is not too clear. 

Enough is the fact that this Fridrichssn of whom the 

Californian livistendahl spoke so poorly, contributed 

materially to the work of our church in Portland. 

Dosrins was drawn also by the work of Kentner to the 

communities lying west of Portland. Coming to a ssttle-= 

ment near Gernolius, he besan rounding up prospective 

hoarors for a service. Simon comments on this activity: 

Tt had been trieé before, and thoso whom he 
soucht discouraged him with the prospect of 
another failure. Gut a hospitable house was 
eonaee and date sot, and the sinzing of the 
aniliar hymns changed the atmosphere from 

ane of discouracenent to one of onthusiasm. 
It was dedided to have services every four 
weeks in tho various housss. Whon houses were 
toe small for the numbor of people attending, 
the buildings of a church was decided upon. 
Plans were mado in 1882, and the church built 
that same yesre Thia manner of besinning and 
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extending mission work,-18 fairly representative 
of Yooring 3's methods. 

In 1883 Doerins also took over tho work which Kentner hed    
     
  

besun in Sherwood. 

The pioneer members of this group remember such fLtoms 

as tho first mission fostival.e Kentnor presehed in the 

Pain, protected by Doering standing next to him with an 

umbrella, The sivnal for this and for regular services 

was the blowine of stumps by Dooring on his nearby fern 

the Saturday before the appropriate Sunday. An odd 

substitute for a church bell, but evidently quite aer- 

viceablic. 

we thout question, Docring was to the Northwest what 

Buchles was to Galifornia. He tirelessly traveled the 

entire territory, preaching, visiting, baptizing, and 

instructinc. Almost every congregation founded sefore the 

turn of the century can find the seeds of their group in 

Doering's work. He was a tireloss traveler, anc a diligont 

chronicler of his works a factor that in no small measure 

contributes to our knowledge of carly toil in the ares. 

A brother Pastor writes of him! 

Pastor Doering was a very modest, unassunins man, 
ef simple habits. He was not sraced with great 
oratorical sifts, but rather somewhat hampered | 
in his enunciation by brogue, novertholess by 
preaching the Gosvel in its simple beauty, to the 
best of his ability, his efforts were crowned with 

33S4mon, Ope cite, pe 3.
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Success. As hs was of sound bodily health, 
Feri area eeecmer aie gula aulte 

g y cover his large f e 

His field was large indeed, and the necd for additional 

men was scvor presonte 

Bushler went east to the Synodical convention in 188) 

and agein put forth pleas for more men on tho coast. No 

help was Immodiately forthcoming, but another Pastor, 

Moritz Claus, had come to Oregon to regain his health in 

1885. He was to become the socond resular pastor in the 

area in two yoars. At about this time also (1385-36), a 

pastoral conference was formed, called alternately the 

CGallfornla Goncordia Conference or the Pacific Conference. 

The men in Oreson were included with Buehler sorving as 

its first ehadrman.?! The distances involved in such a 

"local" arrancement wore tremendous, much less the dis- 

trict connections (Western - Ste Louis), and realizing 

this, the Western District Convention of 1885 urzed by 

ssolution that the arca form its own district. 

the Delorate Synod met at Fort Wayne in 1887. Reve 

de He Theiss of Alemeda, California, attended as the 

coast represontative, and after presenting an appeal for 

more men, was given official encovragement for the forming 

of a separate district. Upon his return the St. Paulus 
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congrogation called on all the congrenations on the 

Pacific coast to assemble at Sen Francisco for the purpose 

of Qistrict organization. On September 21, 1837, this was 

accomplished under the leadership of Dre He Ce Schliwan, 

President of Synod. Four consregations, four voting pastors, 

five advisory pastors, and two teachers constituted the 

first roster of this now synodical district. Buchler was 

elected president of the District as woll as cheirman of 

the Mission Board. 3° 

Oregon formed the northern conferenee of the district. 

Early In 1367 M. Glaus had regained his health sufficite 

ently to serves the church and was called to the Shorwood- 

Cornelius field, In addition Fr. Selle, a candidate, was 

called into the ecastern area of Washington-Oregon with 

Pendleton, Oregon, as his headguarterse Soth Claus and 

Dooring attended the founding session of the district, 

Selle being unable to because of £lIness.>? Doering 

worked as a Reisepredizer, using vortland as his heade 

quarters. Prospects were looking up for the now District 

and its Northern conferencoe 

While Doering had besun his work in Portland and 

preached there first, the work among the settlements wost 
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and downstate took up the greater portion of his time. 

However, he besan to conduct regular afternoon services 

in Portland while serving Sherwood and Blooming, and in 

1885 he felt the group had sufficient strength to orsanize. 

This was accomplished in January of 19386 with ten voters 

Signing a constitution. Thus, Zion Evangelical Lutheran 

Church came into being. Immediately thousht was turned to 

constructing a church building, for although afternoon 

services were still being held, the rented site was not 

adequate. After five years a building was constructed 

\lmost immediately after the founding of the new Son
 

district, however, tragedy struck in the continued illness 

of Selle. ifo was compelled to travel east in 1338 for 

botter medical care and died enroute. Thus, the promising 

mission ficlds in eastern Oregon suffered=--a condition 

which has persisted to this pressnt day. To rolieve this 

need, President Suehler came up to Iregon in 1539 to take 

a first hand look at the situation, with a view to calling 

another man into the Western Oregon area. The previous 

yoar (1585) J. H. Theiss had travoled through the area to 

report to the mission board of the activity there. Candi- 

date J, Shlen of the Seminary was called to serve this 

area. Arriving in California that year, he was ordained 

by Buehler in St. Paulus and then went north to serve in 

the Eastern area of the field.   

  

    

 



  

36 

Meanwhile, Bhlien, leaving Idaho for California for 

Peasons of henlth, stopped in Tacoma, Washington, sn route. 

Although it was evident thet he head not intended to remain, 

on June 1, 1590, he preached to a small group of Lutherans 

there and after the service nine men remained to orcenize 

and adopt a constitution for Zion Lutheran Church of that 

city. The following Sunday officers were elected and the 

decision to call a man was reached. Candidate H. Haserodt 

was called and accepted, being ordained in &t. Paulus, San 

Francisco, by Buehler in September. The next month ho 

arrived, after also examining the Seattle arca for mission 

bossibilitics. Uhlen, meanwhile, continued to California, 

was installed at Fresno, and died shortly thoreafter. 

Thus, a man they had hoped to gain for the work in Bastern 

Orcgon again was called home by the Lord, but his sround 

work paved the way for the first resident liissouri Synod 

pastor in the Puget Sound arca, 4? 

Thus, notwithstanding the additions to the field, the 

total number remained almost constante Claus had left the 

Sherwood=Blooming field to go to California, and He Ae Ge 

Paul had beon called to repleco hime In additions, Je we 

Theiss had accepted the call to serve a new congregation 
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Doering hed started in Portland. This parish lay on the 

east side of the Willamette River, in what was called 

Albina. Doering began his work there in 1888, althouch 

it appesrs that a man by the name of Dietrich--an inde- 

Pendent--nad sorved among these psople for a year or so 

previously. With tho arrival in 1889 of Theiss, the 

congregation ran into some difficulties and e group withe 

drew. However, by the following fall, the group and 

Theiss were in a position to buy the chureh building from 

thosc who had remainsd, and the actual organization of 

Trinity, Portland, took place in December of 1890, 

In the meantime, Haserodt of Tacoma explorad the 

terrltory wide about him, preaching in Seattle, Everett, 

Snohomish, Sontralia, Chohalis, and other places. ‘Since 

Ehien had been foreed to leave the Zastern Oregon area 

because of his poor health, Candidate Ne Baade, who was 

ordained by Buehler in 1890 at St. Paulus for work in the 

Sacramento area, wont instead to the Puget Sound region, 

there initiating work in Seattle and organizing Trinity 

church in 1890,44 

Thus, the work of the district was expanding. The 

third convention (the second hed been held in 1359 at 

  

Lets -n-spots in the History of Oregon and “Washington 
District” (1933). Mimoographed booklet on file at Concordia 
Historical Institute, St. “ouise  
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St. Paulus with Buehlor as essayist and Schwan representing 

Synod) found marked improvement in the supply situation, 

althoush hardly scnough for the need. The year 1890 saw the 

Northern conference consisting of soven pastorse | mts 

small numbor brought about a continual shifting of forces 

to moet needs from place to placee The economic condi-= 

tions which were <ripping tho nation during the end of 

  

Harrison's presidency and inesption of Cleveland, also 

Yeached out into the Northwest, and many prouising settlc- 

ments had to be abandoned to meet changin: conditions.!@ 

Eighteen hundred end ninety-one brought only one 

additional man to the Northwost, CG. J. Heuer, who took up 

worl: in castern Oreson, serving Pendleton and Warren. 

Southern Orezon had roceived a man to work in two parishes, 

Kt. Angel and Salem whieh Doering had been sorving on a 

Sporadic basis. Ge Meyer was ordained and installed by 

Doering for this work in 1590. An industrious worker, he   almost imuediately organized a school and explored further 

south into the Grant's Pass and Medford area where he 

bocan holding services. While Mte Angel was his home base, 

Heyer succeeded in establishing a solid organization in 

Medford, so that the following year, Candidate J. He Witte 

was ordained by Buehler and sent to that area, in addition 
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to serving the other towns to tho south which Meyer had 

explored, 

However, Sherwood falt strong enough to call a man of 

tts own (prior to this Paul nad been serving it fron 

Blooming), and Heuer left the Eastern Oregon arca in response 

to-that call, Witte, in turn, was called to rsplace Theiss 

in Portland who was foreed to resign because of a throat 

condition. Thus, once more two growing areas were left 

without men to serve them so that established consrega= 

tions might be served; this tragic condition prevailed   
to the degrce that both arcas (southern end scastern 

Oregon) have suffered to this prosont day. 

A veplacemoent for eastern work at Endicott, Washins- 

ton, was found in Candidate F. Sehoknecht, who 1n 1892 took 

up the work seattered about the entire areas ‘This work at 

Endleott proved fruitful, developing into a fairly stable 

congregation and replscine Yarren and Pendleton as tha   center of the work in the eastern part of the district. 

At the district convention of that year (the fourth convon=- 

tion), sgein in San Francisco at St. Paulus, Buehler planned 

to make a determined effort to survey more freauontly the 

northern field. The difficulty of this was becoming 

inersasingly evident, and agitation was being made for a | 

soparate district organization. Mon had been coming into 

the district, but at a dribble, and rapid changes made the   
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problem of serving such ea wide area inersasingly difficult. 

When it is considered that the area Buchler had to survoy 

stretched from northern to southern boundary of the United 

States and east into Utah, Nevada, and portions of Montana, 

the demands made upon him and his devotion to these certain= 

ly paint sn impressive picture. 

In the yoars immodietely Pollowinz new fields were 

opened In Eastern Washington with ths coming in 1893 of F. 

Verwiebs te Spokano, “Washington. ‘There he began work 

Which lsd to the foundine of St. John's congrezation. In 

thet same yoar Candidate W. Behrons introduced the Missouril 

Synod to Salt Lake City, an area just surveyed by Buchler. 

Both these men, however, were to leave these earvas within 

the next two years, and the work was once more abandonad. 

In justice it must be said that in almost every instance 

a strong sround work had been laid, and if there was a 

renowal of the work witnin a reasonable period, «roth 

resulted from those origins, Snohomish, Washington, was 

organized in 1392, and was served by Saade from Seattle, 

and then later *rom Tacoma. It was to wait six years, 

however, before 16 could secure a resident Pastor. 

-The years 1895=97 saw only tyvo new men onter the 

area. Candidate H. Hacist was called by the Mission Board 

to take up work in Oreson, and he became the first resident 

Pastor in Salsm. Tho work progressed, but difficulties 

resulting from a factional strife in thse congregation loft 
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it unserved again in 1897 after the resignation of Hagist 

due to illness. Rov. Th. Fleckenstein was called to re= 

Place J, Witte, who was foreed to resign bocauss of throat 

trouble. He was installed at Trinity, Portland, in 1897. 

Nuch of the slack during this period was due to the 

general sconomic conditions of the country as a whole. 

Thus, the needs of the Northwast were once more unable to 

be mot. 

The following year, 1898, brousht four new candidates 

to the arca in an endeavor to take up tne slack caused by 

the previous years. Of these, however, only H. Ebeling, 

who went to Snohomish as their first resident pastor, 

could bs classified as bringins a new spot into resident 

Service, And oven this was misleading, for he had to take 

over the Seattle and Everett work which had previously 

been handled from Seattle by Baadee Candidates J. Duchow, 

ie Spleiss, and W%. Lankow all filled vacanciss in wsoll- 

established congrezations==-Mte Angel, Sherwood, and 

Tacoma=-thus simply maintaining the status quo without 

any increase in rogular stations served. 

Not only was the slow incroase a consideration, but 

active work of other Lutheran groups in the Northwest was 

growing rapidly. In 18380 the Augustana Syned began an 

expansion of the Pacific coast which resulted in the 

founding of the Pacific Conference in Tacoma in 19388,   

 



  

h2 

4neluding at that time Californias!3 wath the concentra- 

tion of effort in the Northwest, a Synod of the Northwest, 

comprising the Augustana group, was organized in St. Paul, 

Minnesota, in July, 1991, consisting of seven conzresations, 

and was admitted to the General Council in 1893 UH 

The General Council also decided to push into tho 

area, stressing English mission work. In 18538 G. H. 

Gerberding wont out to the Northwest and canvassed the 

citics of Portland, Yacoma, and Seattle. Mombers of the 

General Synod were already in the area, but e loose 

agrecment was worked out that doclared the Northvest 

General Council torritory, with the work in California 

being a spheres of influence overseen by the General 

Synod. ‘this work eventually resulted in the formation 

of the Pacific Synod in 1901, superesding the above- 

mentioned Synod of the Northwsst in the General Councti./? 

The Joint Synod of Ohio also organized on a district 

basis at this timo, meeting at Tacoma in 1891 and forming 

& Pacific District comprising twelve pastors anc one 

rer none 

43stehphonson, Ope Cites, Pe 30). 

Hhpad., ps 1:70. 

Worebert, George H., Enclish Lutheranism in the 
Northwest (Philadelphia: Ths Gsneral Council Publishing 
ouse, 1L91):), Ry 92 ff. 
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teacher, The following year this bscamos known as the 

Washington District! For a fuller pictures of the Luthsr- 

&n situation in the Northwest in this last decade of the 

Hinsteenth century, the table on page forty-four shows 

the woakness of the Missouri Synod work in an area into 

which it almost marched alone. 

It would be an unfair judgement to attempt to lay 

blamo on any specific factore Without question the dis- 

tance played an important role in slow development. 

Sconomic conditions within the Synodical body and the 

lack of locally trained clergy contributed. But as these 

conditions imBroved, and the work in the Northwest con= 

tinued at a slow pace with ever greater opportunities on 

every hand, the mon who had spent a number of years in 

the territory were convinced that the only remedy would 

be a iiission Board and District management of their own. 

This conviction grew more pronounced, espscially in the 

light of recurrent changes and lack of new supply (see 

Table 2 on page forty-six), and it crystallized into the 

form of a petition to the Synod, reaquesting permission to 

organize a sepsrate districte 

RT eee Te me ce Be. aban ometenme ve EL? 

6 ‘ 
Sheatsley, Ge Ve, History of Ev elical Lutheran 

Joint Synod of Ohio and Other States (govuabia, Ohio: 
Tuthéran Book Concern, 1919), De e 
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TABLE 1 

Tluthorans in the Northwest™ 
1691 

Ghurch Pastors Cone Connunicants 

IDAHO 
Augustana Swedish 2 3 139 
Augustana Norwegian 1 1 57 
Joint Synod of Ohio 1 1 ? 
Norvegian - 2 z 

Total h 7 196 

OREGON 
Augustana 2 6 436 | 
Danish 1 2 Oo 
Gen. Council Mission 1 1 ? j 
Joint Synod of Ohio 1 ? ? , 
lilssouri Synod 5 7 330 
Norwegian 1. 1 50 
United Norwegian 1 1 ? 
ther ; 2 ? ? 

Total 1h 18 868 

WASHINGTON 
Augustane 5 7 ho6 
Gen. Council Mission 1 1 ? 
Hauge 1 ? ? 
Iowa (Gorman) 5 ? ? 
Joint Synod of Ohio 5 h 120 \ 
Missouri Synod 1 1 hs 
Norwegian 1 1 ho 
United Norwezian 6 8 has 
Other 5 7 ? 

Total 25 22 1039 

  

“Roth, Je De, Handbook of Luthoranism (Utica, N.Ye? 
LeCeGhilds & Son, 1001), pp. HS7_ Hollis HOT. 
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This petition was brought before the delogate conven= 

ion of that yeer, 1899, assomblod in Ste Louis at the ond 

of April. The General Body conditionally senetioned the 

founding of a new Gistrict within its synodical family, 

provided the Galifornia and Oregon District churches 

approvede A poll of thaso churches was undertaken, and 

the results were arsizwerivened In pursuance of these 

resolutions, an orsanigzgational meeting was called for 

August of that yoar, which meeting was to be held at 

Zion Lutheran Church, Portland. The Northwest District 

was in the process of being borne 
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Namo 

Baade, Nhe 

Behrens, We fle 
Claus, ie 
Dooring, Fe 
Duchow, Je 
Eboling, He 
Ehlen, Je 

Fleckenstein, T. 
Hagist, He 
Haserodt, He 
Heuer, Ce de 
Kentner, Ae 
Lankow, We 
Meyers Ge 
Paul, He Ae Ge 

Poppo, A. lie 
Schoknecnht, I. 
Sollc, Fe 
Spleiss, Ae 
Theiss, Je We 
Vorwiebe, Fe 
Witto, Je He 

1,6 

TABLE 2 

Pastors in the Northwest 

1878-01899 

Year Year 
began left 

1890 ©=—s-:1895 

1eeH 1889 1 me 

1881 

1098 
1859 1890 
1397 
1895 Bek, 
1890 ©=.:189 
1891 
1878 1883 
1899 
1890 1895 
1890 
169L. 1898 
1892 1893 
1837 1685 

1389 1893 
1893 1895 
1893 1897 

Reason 

Salil 

Health 

Health 

Gall 
Call 

Resign 

Health 

Cail 
Cail 

Health 

Health 
Call 

Hoalth 

Present 
at first 
convon= 
tion. 
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TABLE 3 

Number of Pastors 

California--Oregon District 1887--1898 

No. of Pastors 

30 

25 me 
20 a 
15 ma 
10 fared 

~ 
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57 88 S9 90 92 92 93 9h 95 $6 97 98 

Year 

TABLE by 

Number of Congregations and Preaching Stations 

California--Oregon District 1837--1598 

Number 

  80 — 

70 

60 + 

50 

ho 

30 — 

20 

10 

  

    

  

  

  

  

                          
  

87 88 8 90 91 92 93 9h 95 96 97 98 
Year 
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TABLE 5 

Growth of Communicant Membership 

California»s=Oregon District 13837--1598 

Number 
Comnunicant 

Menbors 

000 + 

3500 etna 
3000 

2500 al 

2000 —< 

1500 | 

1000 -—— 

  

  

  

  

  

      
  

  

500 f 
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87 88 89 90 91 92 93 9h 95 96 97 98 

Year 

                            
   



  

CHAPTER IIT 

THs BIRTH OF A DISTRICT 

liay thie district, thouzh small in nue 
ber and woak in its resources, be over 
conscious of lis tremendous mission 
duties, and ever try to do justice to 
the obligations which this vast terri- 
tory of these three states--{reson, 
Washington, and Idaho-=places upon ite 

President He Ae Ce Paull 

On Yednesday evening, August 23, 1899, nine pastors, 

one teacher, and six Lay delegates from the states of 

Oregon and Washington met in Zion Lutheran Church, Port- 

land, for the opening service of the initial convention 

of the Oreron=Vashington District. Prosident Francis 

Pieper of the fissourl Synod delivered the festival 

address, vasing his message on Acts 15:1~6.° President 

Je lie Bushler of the California-Nevada District was there 

to open the sessions and to deliver the convention essay, 

"Die Ausbreituns des Reiches Gottes die héchste und 

kbstlichste Aufgabe der rechtgl¥ubigen evangelisch= 

lutherischen Kirche."3 Opranization immediately took 

Place with Rev. H. Ae Ge Paul of Ste Peter's, Blooming, 

  

toregon and Weshincton District, Synodal-Zericht, 1901 
(St. Louis: Goncordia, 1901), De Se 

=Thid., Pe Be 

3Ibide, Dp 6 rf.     
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Oregon, elected President of the new districte The words 

at the head of this chapter are taken in part from his 

address to the gathering at that. timee 

Milssion-mindedness was the keynote of this first 

convention, and the welcoming words of President Paul echo 

  

throughout the entire proceedings. A lengthy discussion 

was uncertaken concerning the best means of accomslishing 

hy. the coals demanded in so sreat a territory,’ and two 

afternoon sessions were devoted to the revorts of ell the 

verious men in the field, as no “Mission Comittee had been 

set up at that time. At the conelusion of these reports, 

the group ureced the immediate calling of a man for the 

Seattle area, and also Camas Prairie, and decided that 

the Spokane area of Washington deserved the next con- 1 

sideration.” 

Immediately the question of financings came upe The | 

funds from the sale of the property which Rev. Fridrichsen 

had bequeathed the District for Mission work was to be 

applied to this wore’ 4 proper division of these funds 

was to be made between the California-%evada District and 

their own, A mission committee was established; this was 

to consist of two laymen, two pastors, and the President 
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of the district. The first “i4ssion Board of the Oregon= 

Washington District included Mr. Theo. Schulze, Mre He Co 

Dittrich, Rev. We He. Sehrons, Reve Theo. Fleckenstein, 

end President H. A. C. Paul.! 

After a discussion of the mutual problems of the two 

Pacific coast districts, a resolution for joint study of 

these problems was passed, so that they might best ful-< 

Pill the oblisations of Synod at large. Dr. Pioper 

closed tho first convention with prayer, after which the 

Gelegates sang “Ach bleib mit deiner Gnade." 

With the district organization accomplished, the mon 

returned to thelr fields with the confidence that now the 

Northwest would receive the emphasis long dues The heart 

of the work lay azain in the Reiseprediger Ede Doering, 

who for the noxt twenty years traveled throughout the 

region conducting services. At first the conditions were mae). 

  

quite difficult. In a postcard sent District President a 

Luessenhop on October 22, 1902, we get an idea of the cc 

@itions under which Doering worked: ; Sb 

That you might have some idea as to where Ti 
aa, this report that I am eighty miles fr 
railroad, in the vicinity, that a da: aT 
ovzrney from Klamath Falls, Klama f 
rezone Have about twenty famili o 

which will take about twelve to ‘four on 

SERS nee TREO TS 

Trptde, De 3le
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Have @ horse and moart" with which I now 
sail about; now if con't get caught in 
the mountain peaks or in tho trees, and 
also don't get stuck in the snow, which is 
already pecking Gown from the mounteins, 8 
then will probably return to civilization. 

The problem of funds for these trips was always present. 

The monetary expenditures seom slight, but as the followe 

ing report of Doerins to the board shows, the available 

funds did not always oven mest the slight demands? 

The travelins expense incurred as a result of 
Pastor Paul's installation should most likely 
be paid out of the Synodical (1. oe, District) 
troasury. If I return the 63.00 which Pastor 
Paul advanced to me before I went to Grass 
Valley, thovre will be a deficit of ten cents 
in the fund. ot much traveling ean be done 
on tint. Therefore, please make ovt an "order" 
to the treasurer for a check for $50.00: 10.90 
for traveling expenses and {40.00 for salary. 
He can send me a check; I think I will be able 
to cash it. 

It was in just such a day-to-day struggle that Doer- 

ing existed throuchout his years of "circuit-ridinge" He 

especially concentrated his efforts on the rural scene, 

visiting individusl homes, making contacts in the isolated 

areas, In many places this led to the establishment of 

congresationss elsewhere, it simply served the scattered 

families who otherwise would not be touched by the church. 

In general, he attempted always to instruct and establish, 

ieereceneeereeseeeonee anemone 

Suserint for Fiftieth Anniversary Movie” (Unpublisked 
recente Archives of the Northwest District, Portland, 
Peron). 

Iria.   
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but too frequently this became impossible. Doering was a 

careful chronicler of his work and sent these reports to 

the Mission Board. ‘Ths forming of the District solved 

many problems for the rerion's mission endeavors, but 26 

was not able to cut down the @istances between tho stations. 

How these distances were covered was not so much let to 

individual tasts, as to plain necessity. ‘fe would draw 

onee more from the Mission Soard reports of Doerinz to 

use this one trip as an example of the work he did, year 

in, year out, for forty years: 

As + begin to write a report on my missionary 
journeys, £ shall follow the notations as they 
appear in my journal, On Wednesday evening, 
January 22 (1902), I departed from Portland 
and arrived in Latah (this trip took him into 
Washington) on the mornins of the twenty-third. 
There I met a family by the name of Haerine, 
which years aco belonzed to Pastor Hoelter's 
consromation, Chicaro, and more recently in 
Nebraska under a psstor of the Iowa Synod. 
These ere people with whom I can stay and where 
there is still a desire for church. Visited 
Farmer Glindennaann of Holstein, who has lived 
here throe years, came from San Francisco, six 
children, three of which should be instructed. 
From there I went to a fanlly by the name of 
Koehler, moved here last summer from Nebraska, 
no property as yet, do not know if they can 
remain hers, would have five children to send 
to school, ten children in the family. The 
man has a Bible, encouraged him to read it 
diligently, no hymbook. From here I went to 
ir. Aurust Brinken, bis farmer, here eightoen 
years, of Holstein, fanily of five bors. 
Stayed here overnifzht. 

January 2h -~- Friday, snowstorm, could not get oute 
nstructed the childrens 

January 25 << Visited several families and announcsd 
that a service would bs conducted in the school house 
on Sundaye 
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5h, 
January 26 << Sunday, held servico; attendance: ten 
adults, cisht childrone 

January 27 <~ Monday, traveled on foote Visited 
ingbaun, Yncle Grinken, Dan, Hannoverian, not yet 

belons sing to any conerszation, promised to come to 
Latah. The n L came to Laitz, Pliesner, Lucksdorf, 
4ierk, Louis Buencer, Bunger Steoene Those people 
aro mostly Holsteiner and are beins served by Pas-= 
tor Bertram of the Ohio Synod, every four wesks. 
Stayee with Steen overnicht. 

January 23 ~- Tuesday. Loft Bortram’s territory 
anc went toward Rosalie, twelve miles awaye Ate 
ainner with August Miller, Evanselical, had a 
lengthy discussion on Conversion, Lord's Supver, 
and Absolution. In the evening I arrived at 
Rosalic. Here there is a German Methodist church 
and conzrezation. An Svangelical pastor is also 
stationed here for the arene — 

J2iuery 29 -~ In the morning I did find a Lutheran, 
Karl Hussman, of Darmstadt, “who said that there 
were suppased to bo some Lutherans livine six miles 
from here tig gave me several names and I was on 
my way to. look them upe And I found four Lutheran 
femilies from Wuertemberge In the Schlotz family 
there are three girlies: ceeEe yous nineteen, and 
Sixtcen years of age, who should be instructed. 
At the father's panic at! I asked them? 'Of what 
faith are you?' no answer, Then I thought: How 
shall they know anything about that of which they 
have not heard and learned? Then I spoke to thom 
about Baptism, explained to them what God the Father, 
Son, and Holy Ghost had done for them. I also in=- 
structed them in reading: ‘That was on January 30. 

January 31 -~ Instruction In the mornings Service 
after dinner. After that service, Mr. Sehlotz 
avove me to the Thornton station in his sled. 
Here I learned that the train, if on time, came 
through at 3 aeme, but the train was late. I was 
at the depot at four-thirty and had to wait until 
five-thirty in the icy cold, ten desrecs below 
zero, ‘That was pretty much for an Oregonian. 

Februery 1 -= Returned safely to Latah, made several 
ealls in town. 

February 2 <= Sunday. Still very cold. Preached in 
the Methodist church to seven persons. Sunday evening  
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I traveled to Spokane, arrived at Pastor Paul's 
at seven-thirty, preached at 3:00 pem. to twelve 
Pporsonse 

February ~~ Day of reste Read Lutheraner and 
liundschau. 

February }) == Went to Medical Lake. Arrived at 
aPe pahn's at five in the afternoon, but the 
people were disturbed by my appearance on the . 
Scene, Sincs a pastor of the Ohio Synod had already 
come carlicr., I stayed overnite anyway and in the 
conversation we became quite intimate, but this 
thought always forced itself upon them, that I had 
come four wecks too late.   
February 5 -« Wednosdaye Visited Fuhrmann, Tesch, 
fannke, Stein. ‘Three fanilios moved here in the 
Fall from one of our congregaions in Minnesota. 
1 considered it my duty to win the people back and 
preached to them on Thursday in the schoolhouse. 
After the service, we spoke about resular church 
services, and it became evident that the people had 
promised in writing that the Ohioan could serve 
them. Sinee I had my doubts about this matter, and 
also because the people are interrelated, I wanted 
to speak to President Paul about it, and therefore 
did not promise the people definitely whether TI 
would come again or note 

February 7 «- Friday. I returned to Spokanc. 
fresident Paul was of the opinion that Medical Lake 
should not be siven up so quickly, and it was de- 
cided to hold a service in Medical Lake on Sunday, 
the sixteenth. The necessary announcement was mede 
in accordance with this. 

February 3 -= Saturday. ‘Trip to Odessa, city of the 
Russians. ere aimose everything is German. Our 
bGople live twelve miles south of here; thoy.have 
founded a congregation, six members have joined, 
three heve announced their intention of foinins, 
still othsrs want to come from the Hast. As soon 
as the Ohioans heard that a school was to be built, 
they bezan to hold services nearby in a schoolhouse. 
Ohio is always right on the spot, they havo their 
"pioneers" stationed everywhere. The Mission Board 
is certainly not familiar with the importance of this 
Pield. Therefore I shall descriove it a bit. The so=- 
called "Sic Bend" is a district unequalled. (Refers to 
the loop of the Columbia River in North-central and
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western Washington). The prairie extends about 150 
milos long, 150 miles wide, and 1s covered partly 
with bunchsrass, partly with sage brush. Since 
people have discovered that the soil is exception- 
ally good for the raising of wheat, the farmers are 
moving hers from cold Minnesota and Dakota; yas, 
they are coming by the hundreds to establish homes 
here. ‘therefore, it is absolutely necessary that 
help be given to the congregation at Odessa to ob= 
tain a pastor who can gather and serve our people. 

February 9 -= Sunday. I held a real Missourian 
Service in this congregations Tho people desire 
very much to be served with preaching every three 
woeks, but I could not promise them thet, however, 
did promise to come on Good Friday. It was decided 
to have services on Maundy Thursday and Good Friday. 
eadins services are held every Sunday. ‘Theso 
Pocble deserve to be helped. There are twonty 
children for school. 

Februsry 10 == ffonday. I rode westward to Wilson 
Croek, Ag I arrived thore, I found half the town 
under water. ‘The creek had overflowed; I rode out 
into the country on a boat, for which the brave 
boatuan demanded his "nickel." I was told that a 
year azo, only one hut stood here, now over fifty 
houses have been built, three hotels, stores, a 
bank, oven a nowspaper office, two schools, and tho 
like. ‘The roads are practically tmpassable, the 
snow is beginning to become soft, the "couleos" 
(ravines) are running full of snow water. On Tucs- 
day I found an opportunity to ride in the direction 
or a Gorsion settlement. I rode along, but still 
had to walk two miles and then found the Geruans. 
Thoy moved here Last Fall from Minnesota, but are 
Evangelical and are being served every two weeks. 
I met one young man here who comes from Pastor Ude's 
congregation and had bought property heree Eis 
brother=-in-layv, from the same congrezation, is 
comine in March, has also bought land3 others are 
also coming. Here is another place where Lutherans 
could be gathered. 

Wilson Creek, thirty miles fron Odessa, could 
be served together with Odessa. flow things will 
develop there, the future must toll. The tutheran 
who is there knows that we want to serve them as 
soon as the people from the East arrive. 

From here I rode to Hartline on the Northern 
Pacific, twenty miles north of Wilson Creek. ‘The 
land is all farm land and is open to ssttlerse 
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Since the roads are impassable, I could not under-= 
take an expedition, and returned by train to Medical 
Lake, where services had been announced-for Sunday, 
February 16. ‘The service was held, but only six 
Persons camee The people have decided to pernit 
themselves to be served by Ohio. So also this place 
has been lost to Ohio. Too had} 

Sven though I could not report any great results, 
this roport nevertheless shows how constantly necess= 
ary it is that an itinerant preacher visit the places 
where there is a prospect that moro families will 
gather. 

Odossa absolutely must be provided with a minister. 
Since there is now a vacancy at Endicott and the 

confirmation instruction which had already been begun 
should be concluded, I shall go there and finish it. 

Most respectfully, Your humble servant of 
the Word, 1 

(signed) Ed Doering?? 

Togethor with this report came an expense account for this 

trip. The total cost was twalve dollars and twenty cents. 

Doering noted that he reesived ten dollars from Treasurer 

Beiorsdorfer., In adéltion, ho received two dollars and 

twenty-five cents from offerings. ‘Thus, he msnezed to 

come out 2 nickel ahead at the end of the month's Labor. 

J U ut the work of the church was not simply to hop 

fron places to glace in the hope that eventually a croup 

would be orzanized. While Doering continued to scour 

and serve the back country, the district beran-to onlarce 

on its settled smeas. Seattle, which Reve H. C. Bboling 

had been serving from Snohonish, received its own resident 

misslonary, Reve He Bohl, in 1900. By 1901 the congrega= 

tion gained sufficient strength to organize, and the 

er, om anes mae 
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followin:: yaar erected a buliding. 

The concern of the lilssion Board for Eastern Washing- 

ton was mot with the acceptance of the District President, 

He Ae G. Paul, of the Gall to the Spokane area, also in 

1900. In the some year St. John's consresation of that 

city was ovcanized. 

The last of the places considered most vital by the 

first mission discussions, Camas Prairio (Idaho-~areas of 

Grangeville, Denver, and Lowe are all included usually in 

early references to this recion) received a man in 1900, 

Candidate William Koss. In addition, the services of sever= 

al students were used in work in this section of Idaho. 

Unfortunately, it was to be several more years before oven 

&@ congremation could be organized and buildincs erected. 

However, tho challense of missions was being mete 

Five new mon were added to the district rostor at the i901 

convention (the second), three of them going as resident 

pastors in new fields. But this was simply meetins the most 

urgent needs. iore men wers needed. But at the convention 

disheartening words in this line came from President Pieper 

of Synod. He roporteds: 

there was a lack of ministerial and teacher 
candidates and that this lack would be more 
pronounced in the next year.. Therefore he 
susgestec to tho District that as many young 
men as possible be sent to our institutions. 
But since the distance fron this coast to the 
Bast is so great and experience teaches thet 
few boys are sent so far, he recommended that 
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the youns people receive their first train- 
ing here in the Northwest. 

This sowed the seeds for the eventually founding of the 

Northwest?s ovm training sehool, Concordia College, Port~ 

land, +2 A school committee was also set up at this con= 

vention to further the cause of Christian o@uecation in the 

District. 

During the sueceedine years more men entered the dis- 

trict, and at the end of the fifth year of its existence 

there was almost a zrowth of 150 per cent over the initial 

group. Amons these was We Luessenhop, who accepted the Call 

to Trinity, Portland, in 1901. A Pastor writes of him: 

He was well versed in all branches of thoolozical 
knowledzc, eminent also for general learning, 
capable of an impressivo display in the use of 
language, a logician eos dobator, - many 3 
wlth a lofty mien and a vare gift of discernment. 

It is no surprise, then, that he was the second president 

of the District, elected at the third convention held at 

Blooming, Orezon, in 1902.24 The iission Board was come 

prised of almost an ontirely new group, and the omphasis on 

Christian education as the foundation of a solid Lutheran 

eee ees ene 

Loreson and Washinzton District, Synodal-Bericht, 1901 
(St. Louis: Concordia Publishing House; 1901), pe transla= 
ted by Ke. Lorenz). 

12, full treatment of the development of the College 
will be found in Ghapter VII of the thesis. 

13Unpublished manuseript, Archives of the Northwest 
District, Portland, Orezon. 

Vonecon and Washington District, Synodal-Boricht, 190 
(St. Louis: Concordia Publishing House. 1o0ls pe ola 7upsrcle : 
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consresation in the mission areas took predominance, Work 

was bepun in Central Yiashington, covering the arocas men= 

tioned by Doering in the report printed earlier. Yakina, 

Odessa, Menno, all were new adéitions to the district, being 

Served resularly. But there was a darker side too. A 

Humber of promising areas were lost through competition to 

other Luthoran groupse Both Iowa and Ohio were beconing 

more active in their work in these parts and losses to 

these groups were suffered. Additional manpower in the form 

of students was used extensively but still the neods of the 

Promising areas were not being mete The tables at the end 

of this chapter illustrate the growth of the District, and 

while there was disillusionment frequently, the expansion 

Yemained constant. 

The demands fox a collere and locally trained men con-= 

tinued to press upon the District. California-Nevada also 

Saw the urgency of local training, and Por some time the two 

attempted a joint effort. This was not accomplished, but 

in the diversity of minds, there grew the multiplicity of 

action; two schools, Concordia Collesze, Portland, opening 

its doors’ in the fall of 1905, with Ie We Je Sylwester as 

Director and Professor, and Galifornia.College, Oakland, 

Opening the following yeare 

President Luessenhop had left the District, returning 

to the Bast, and We He Behrens of Portland was his successor. 

While not the dynamic personality his predecessor was, he 
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hevertheless was a sifted theologian and capable leader. 

New facos wors continually appearing in the district nov, 

and new fields finally rocoiving tholr due considerations 

Northern Washington was opened with work in Havillah and 

surrounding areas. The upper reaches of Puget Sound, 

Bellincham and environs, which had been served fron 

Everett and Seattle received a residont man, and the work 

in Idaho was pushed, particularly in the south. ‘There wovrlr 

Qt Payettc led to other supvounding areas: New Plymouth and 

Ttvin Falls. Although it was small, 1% still marked pro- 

Gress in meeting the possibilities of a developing fruit- 

ful farm country. And in the far east of Idaho, Sauirrel, 

the mother congreration of Ashton, was served regularly 

by Reve. He As Ceo Meyer, who also did much of the prelimin= 

ary cxploring in the other Idaho parishos. 

Nearly svery man in the field at this time was also 

an "Explorer." His job was to develop new areas as well 

85 serve the station he was called toe Typical of this 

work is a renort in 1902 by a missionary: 

I find nseovle everywhere, Germans, Tormer Lutherans, 
Sacksliders, doubters, distressed and spiritually 
indifferent. ‘he soil is hard, very hard. "very-= 
where I find a desire to instruct the children. 
The people would be glad to entrust their children 
to me for instruction. 

I was sent out as "explorer." Here you have 
the results of my investigation. Wow what? Is it 
enough, or not? Shall I go still farther, investi- 
gate still more territory? If the ‘iission Board 
can reach the decision to provide instruction in 
relicion for the children, I could, on my second 
telp, take the names of the children who desire 
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instruction. Naturally, we then also have the 
Pesponsibility to continuo to eare for the spiri- 
tual welfare of the children who have been instruct- 
ed. If we on our part, wish to prevent the Gernans 
from returning to heathenism, then we must instruct 
the children, the baptized children. That is cer- 
tainly also mission work. Don't be frightened by 
the etEonse: don't be afraid of what 4% all might 
coste 

Pressinc needs always evident, responsibility to follow 

up and consolidates the work begun, mission-minded concep- 

tion of cost, all those fectors wolghed heavy on the hoeerts 

and minds of the mon as these first years wore one 

The new demands of frowth brought chanzses in District 

administration. Fornerly the District President and Vice- 

president had been visitors-atelargo ex officio. The 

Convention at Sherwood in 1905 created three circuits, 

an Orecon, and East-Washington, and Yest-Washington cir- 
6 

cuit.e2? Phe Indigent Student Fund, createcé in 1903, and 

the Church Sxtension Fund were transferred to independent 

1 coniittees from the Mission Board at this time alsoe 7 

New faces continued to appear and chances during these 

next years multipliod. Fields sueh as Kennowick, Washins- 

ton, Twin Falls, Idaho, and Shefi'lin (Cornelius), Orogon, 
Were orsanizing and calling men. Another consresation 

had been started in Portland, Immanuel, on the east side 

of the river in an area known as Sellwood. The Collere 

OE ET ee NO Ne A 

1" seript for Fiftieth Anniversary Movie,” op. cite. 

160reron-washington District, Synodal-Bericht, 1906. 
(St. Louls? Concordia Publishing Houso, L909), p. Iie 

Wqpid., pe hi7.
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had acquired the services of an additional instructor, 

Vicar Lorenz Blankenbuehler of the St. Louisa Seminary, 

and the full four year Acadomy program was completed, 

as woll as occupancy in their own building. Tho capital 

of Washington, Olympia, organized a congregation, in 1903 

through the efforts of the Tacoma consreczation. This 

Congregation in turn pushsd the work into the Olympic 

Peninsula. ‘he Eastorn Washington area, which had been 

hard put early in the district's history due to the 

shortece of men, also expanded with the organization of 

& coneresation at Walla Walla. 

4% the 1907 convention of the District it was resolved 

to organise officially, incorporating the District. This 

Was carried out, with the name chosen: "Orerzon-und-‘ashinge= 

ton Distrikt der Deutschen Evangelisch=Lutherischen Synode 

nf Southern Oveson von iissourl, Ohio, und endern Steaten. 

also cans into serious consideration again at this timee 

In 1905 a man hed been placed there, George Engel, and work 

prosressed rapidly. However, in a few years the pressure 

of the work wore away his health, and he was forced to 

resign. It was decided to have Doering serve this terri- 

tory azain until a man could be placed there, which was 

finally done in 1911, with tho coming of Fe. Zehee 

A @istrict President was also lost again, We He Behrens 

a een ee ae ers eo 

1B neon and Washington District, Synodal=-Bericht, 190 
(St. Louls: Concordia Publishing House, 1903)> be 79 ae 
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accopting a call to Ghester, Illinois, and later to the 

faculty of the Seminary at Springfisléd. Ie Stucbe of 

Blooming was elected to succesd him, and it fell to him 

to guide the district throuch the difficult war years 

which were approaching. During the first years of his 

presidency all the geo-political factors favored expan=- 

sion in every direction. While a "country Pastor” at 

heart, he nonetheless was in contact with the expanding 

needs of the district in every direction and exerted 

strong leadership. 

With the coming of war in 191), the pressure of tho 

German language problem was being brought into sharp focus. 

Althoush in a sense far removed from the more war-centered 

areas of this country, industrial and otherwise, the anti-=- 

German feelins was evidente In instances the language 

barricr was carried into the courts in one way or another, 

so that one veteran of those days reported of a cass be= 

fore a judse in which this issue arose, and which led the 

judge to declaim forcefully, "If a German battleship 

steaned up the Colwnbia and docked at Portland, whose: side. 

‘would you be on?" Tt misht not have been a practical. con-= 

sideration, warewise, but such events brought times of 

erisis to the work of the churche 

But growth continued. Idaho organized four more 

parishes, Rupert, Idaho Falls, Nampa, and Buhl. . Southorn 

Oregon added a congrezation at Lebanon, and in Washington 

Chehalis and Gontralia, formerly independent congresations,
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joined the district, along with Wenatchse, a preaching 

station, and were officially organized. Slower progress, 

to be sure, but the trying times not only affected the 

fields, but also the supply of men. 

The world was rapidly belng torn apart in the expanding 

ravases of a war that threatened to engulf almost overy 

nation. Industry was mobiliging, the Northwest was devel=- 

oping with this industrialization, and the focus was 

turning from the rural to the urban scence All this, to-=- 

gether with the language problem, hdd°a natural effect on 

he growth of the church, Progress was slower at this time 

than cithoer before or after. But though these were painful 

years, they brought with them a redirection of efforts 

which was to result in even greater expansion in the decades 

tO COMd. 
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TABLE 6 

Number of Fastors 

Oregon--Wfashington District 1899--1916 

Noe or 

Pastors 
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TABLE 7 

Number of Gongrogations and Preaching Stations 

Sregon-<Washington District  1899--1916 

NOs of Gone 
and Stations 
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TABLE 8 

Growth of Gommunicant Membership 

Oregon--Washington District 1899--1916 

No. of 
Comaunicant 

Members 
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CHAPTGR IV 

WAR AND PEACE 

At our last two conventions I deemed 2t 
necessary to call your attention to the 
xbtraordinary conditions surrounding use 

The scene has been changed. ‘he World 
vay has not come to an end, it still 
causes the whole creation to groan and 
travail in pain together until now; but 
we have been ensulfed. What a chansel 

President L. Stuebet 

The war had drawn the United States into active 

participation in April of 1917. While the strugele was in 

the main confined to Burope, the increased lines of 

colimunication, the industrial growth of the Pacifie Coast, 

and the completion of the Panama Canal all brought the 

Pacific Northwest into closer proximity than the actual 

distance would give appearance. As the war had progressed 

in lts carly years (191h-1916), an antipathy to everything 

that was German developed; this naturally had its reaction 

amons our consremations where the Language was almost 

universally Gersan. In addition, the development of war 

industry was taline a soodly portion of the young people 

away from the rural arcas and leading them to the industri- 

al centers. 

nen nee we nese omen t 

ltoreron and Washington District," Proceedines of the 
Thirteenth Convention (St. Louis: Concordia Publishing House, 

Q)5 De Se
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In 1917 the delegate Synod met. ‘The following year 

the thirteenth convention of the district met at Tacoma, 

Washinston, For the first time in the history of the dis- 

trict the entire sessions were conducted in the English 

languagee. President Stuebe explained the conditions de= 

mending this, and the convention fully approved. ‘The 

words headins this chapter are his concluding remarks on 

the situation, The wianimous approval, however, did not 

pPevent sn uneasy attitude and nervous tension from being 

present. ach felt that this was not a one time occurence, 

but that this was the coming condition. The sudden change 

from their accustomed language, the bond which had kept 

church and fanily together in meny individual's thinking, 

left them in a state of verbal frustration that was not 

easily overcome. 

Without question, however, this language transition, 

though foreed, was distinct blessing to the district. 

It may not have been rocognized at the time, but Rev. F. 

Schoknecht, one of the ploneer Pastors (1693) who spent 

almost his entire ministry in the district, wrote in the 

District Messonzer in April, 1929: 

If the Lutheran Church owes a speclal debt of 
gratitude to any of our later presidents, it Is 
Woodrow Wilson. No matter what attitude one holds 
over esainst his policies, this remains an undoni- 
able Pact, that under his mansgement of affairs the 
Lutheran chureh above others, in its German, Nor=- 
wesian, Swedish, and other branches, was liberated 
from its foreisn lancuage captivity, a bondaze 
which crippled the mission work also of this dis- 
trict for many years.
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Now, at isst, we have Christian schools doing 
justice to the inhoritance of American children, by 
teaching them the creed and praysors in their lan- 
Buage, and our services are open to wider circiss. 
ee © » the sword cut the Gordian knot which educators 
had vainly tried to untie in the years before the ware? 

At the 1919 convention, however, the majority of the business 

was conducted in German, although there were some Enelish re= . 

ports. It was claimed that so suddon a shift of Lansuage 

for tho majority of the men had hampered understandings, and, 

likewise, their presontation of their thoughts.3 From the 

convention of 1915 on, however, more and more English was 

employed until the gradual evolution into its complete usage 

was accomplished. 

Already in 1913 the proposal of the Hission Board to em- 

Ploy a full time Director of Missions had beon prasented to 

the convention, but was voted downe't In 1918 it was vointro- 

duescd, and this time the district went along with the reso= 

lution. It was not until 1920, however, that a Call was 

issued, and the services of Reve We Fe Georg wore secured. 

Just as the ni aatoneer efforts of Buchler hed donina- 

ted the work at first on the coast, and then the labors of 

Doerins: in the Northwast, so the coneern of missions now 

Seema eee oo ne 

2simon, Me Pes Missouri Lutherans in Oreson (Unpublished 
manuscript in the Archives of the Northwest District, Port- 
land, Orezon), pe 156 

30reron-Washington District, Synodal-Sericht, 191 
(St. Louts: Concordia Publishine House, 1920), pe. Se 

toregon-Washington District, Synodal-Saricht, 191 
(St. Louis: Concordia Publishing House, 1913), De Xe 
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finds its porsonification in the work of Pastor George A 

pastor in the rural areas of Iowa, he had boen called to the 

presidency of Bethany College, Mankato, “Minnesota, in 1912. 

In 1917, however, the college was closed because of the war, 

and Reve Georg helped orsanize the National Lutheran Educa- 

tlon Socisty and solicited funds for educational purposes   
during the next two years. It was at this timo that he re= 

ceived and accepted the Gall proffered by tho Mission Board 

to become Superintendent of Missions for the District. 

Ths duties of this position were at first loossly de=- 

fined, and reached final formaulation some years later as 

followss 

e e e Visit all mission places; to sorve tomporasrily 
vacant fields3 to advise the Mission Board in calling 
missionerios fer the various fieldsa3 to attend the 
meetines of the Mission Boards; to presont the missions 
and thelr nesads in self-supporting congregations; to 
attend the various conferences as far as possible; 
to bo the official visitor of the :issionariss; and 
to be under the direction of, ana to be responsible 
to, the Jission Board. 

To this was appended the somewhat superfluous note, "to 

start new ficlas,"6 His arrival in the district in 1920 

was to introduce an era of thirty years’ service in the 

Northwest, culminating in his death in October of 1950. 

During this time he served es Superintendent of Missions 

5" Qrecon-Washington District" Proccedines of the Wine- 
teenth Convention (St. Louis: Concordia PapTisnine House, 
9 9 De 306 
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until 1948, whon tho office was abolished, its functions 

having beon taken over by the Executive Secretary. ! 

Rev. Georg himself recalls the following at the timo 

be was considering the call at the convention of the Gener= 

Ol Synod: 

It soems thot my friend, with whom I had an inter- 
view did not get a vory good impression of me, be- 
cause of my corporal physique. After his return 
from the convention he made the remark to an offi- 
clal cof the districts "I think we mado e mistake 
in calling Reve Georg." When asked why, he an=» 
swoered, "Iie's too heavy=e-he cannot get around." 

This prediction did not hold true. In reviewing his wor! 

at the timo he retired from the office of Mission Director, 

the following statistics wore made known. He had laid 

hands on sixtyeoight pastors. He had traveled over ono 

million miles by train alone, not to mention other means 

of transportation. Seventeen congregations and missions 

Were begun by him personally. In addition, the reguler 

work of a »erish minister was present in that he aver- 

aged soventy-two sermons a year and anproximately two 

hundred and forty pastoral and mission visits.? An envia-= 

ble record for a man who was too rotund "to get around.” 

ee as ee ED 

Ttorthwest Districts Suonlement," Lutheran Witness 
Vol. LXIX, Hoe 1 (January 10, 1950). 

Stsorint for Fiftieth Anniversary Movio," ope cit. 

Ityopthwest District Supploment," op. cit.
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Sumaing up his efforts, formor District President 

Weort Jansson observed: 

uch of the credit for the great increase in our 
district, increase in the number of pastors, church 
buildinss, parsonages, is due under God to Rev. 
Seorg who hag been sunerintendent of missions for 
thirty years. He snent most of his time not in 
Superintending missions, but in starting them and 
strengthening them. He was not interested in any- 
thing but missions. He talked about nothing but 
missionse Ho spent many a night in depots and on 
trains, sittine uo while we wore aslecn. Whon the 
depression came, he reduced his owm salery. His 
hoe was always open to everyone. Yes, Rove 
Georg “roughed 41% for Christ" in Oregon, Washing= 
ton, and Idaho. 

The missionary outlook which dominated the first con= 

vention of the District was still the keynote of the 

labors, and it took its lead now in the person and office 

of the Director of Missions. 

The arrival of Heve feorg marked a change in the 

policy of mission work. Pioneer conditions were passing. 

Doering, outside of Portland, had contored his attention 

ore upon the country settlements. But tho field was tco 

large now for systematic visits of any frequency to single 

families. Georg carried ovt the policy emvhasized by the 

District convention which called him, and set his sights 

on the cities. The last horse "resigned from the mission 

service of our church in this state in Mte Angel in the 

Spring of 1922" writes Rev. Zehe in tho Messenzor.+* 

LE SN 

LOtserint for Fiftloeth Anniversary iMovie," op. cit. 

1issmon, Od. Gite, pe 18.
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That year the district resolved to pay three hundred 

dollars toward the purchase of a car by 4a missionary. Tho 

automotive ase had arrived.   In keeping with improving the conditions of the 

mMissionarios, the Board had raised the salary from fifty | 

to fifty-five dollars a month in 1916. ‘Tho District con- 

vention of the next year upped the minimum to eichty 

dollars, a liberal figure for the times. At the same con- 

vention the question of stressing the school as well as 

the teachin of Hnglish was brought up once more. The 

attitude was best expressed in this abridged quote: 

It would be questionable wisdom to roturn to 
teaching suligion in German. Our children are 
thinking in the English lansuagee « e e e The 
Yiord of God ts for dally useet@ 

Alse ths Mission Board reportua on the importance of in- 

stitutional worl. It was decided to grant a leave of abe 

sence from his congregation to some minister so that he 

could give his time to this work and test its potential. 

But no one could be obtained. After a-year had gone by 

without finding anyone, this work was added to the dutios 

of the now Director of Missionse?> To do such work with 

any thoroughness would obviously be impossible for a man 

burdened with so much responsibility already; but at Least 

the institutions received more attention than had heretofore 

L2tovecon--Washington District," Synodal-Boricht, 191 
(St. Louis: Concordia Publishing House, 1520), De Ue 

13samon, Ope cite, pe 18. 
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boen givon thom. Goorg continued to serve them sporad= 

ically for the next years, assisted whorever possible by 

the nearest pastor. 

if we would characterize the lust decade as ono of 

difficulties, the twonties were certainly yoars of ex- 

pansion. Reve Je Ae Rimbach, of Trinity, Portland, was 

@locted President in 1918 and introduced this new: era. 

Well acquainted with the domands of the district, having 

Served in various offices “or the twelvo years previous. 

ho led the worl: into the twenties. Yor reasons of health, 

however, he felt constrained to refuse roelection, and Rev. 

Weert Janssen of Yakima, Washington, was elected to the 

office in 1921. 

Under his leadership, the District met two crises 

which occupied the foreground at this time. Tho one 

centered about a church discipline problem at Grace 

Church in Portland. This congregation had orisinally 

been formed as a result of a class of adults which Rov. 

Rimbach of Trinity had instructed and confirmed in Eng- 

lish. To meet their neods for English services, offered 

only occasionally at this time, they organized a concresa= 

tion in 1909, usin: the facilities of Trinity for worship. 

For the next ten years they were served by several men, cach 

man coming after an extensive vacancy. Ncevortheless, the 

membership grew, and property was acquired. In 1919 they 

called Rov. Ge He Bernhard and rapid growth was oxporienced.
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At tho same time they achieved self-supporting status. 

In 1921, however, a quarrel arose which was to lead to 

its eventual separation from the Missouri Synod. A few 

ladies in tho congregation’ had besn taken up for admon- 

ition, and then for church discipline. They wore cited 

before the congregation aud did not appear. Instead, a 

protest was Lodsed before the congregation. Tho case was 

appealed to the Visitor of tho clireuit, but remained un- 

settled, and from 1921 on remained in continuous dispute. 

At the succesding District conventions it was taken up, as 

Well as brought to the attention of the Presigent ‘or the 

general body, Dr. F. Protenhauer. Visitations, committee 

studies, and personal appeals were made throughout the 

ensuing years without effect. Pastors became norsonally 

involved in the issues, and the matter became a veritable 

mountein, far out of proportion to its beginnings. Finally, 

in 1927, the Convention resolved that 

Grace church acted hastily and wronsfully in 
excomnunicating the ladies, and thereby invali- 
dated the oxcommunications and we plead with Gra 
consrogation to correct its erring visw on this. 

President Janssen onee more attempted to deal with the 

group, but to no avail, so that the 1929 convention re~ 

scelved to sever its relations with the offending concre- 

getion “until it sees its error "15 An appeal to this 

  

Unt orocon-Washington District," Proceedings of Nino- 
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decision was carried to Synod by Rove Je Duchow of Havillah, 

Washington, who had espoused the cause of Graco church, but 

the general body upheld the district decision. 

Bernhard, moanwhile, was forced to resign because of 

illness and the congregation voted to affiliste with tho 

Wisconsin Synod, which accepted them and supplied them 

with a Pastor. io reconciliation has been effected. 1° 

The second item of major interest in this decade was 

the Oreyon School Law fights Tho School Board of the dis- 

trict was almost completely taken up with this matter from 

1922 to 192). A law had been passed in 1922 requiring the 

attendance of all children at public schoolse While it 

is usually affirmed that this was aimed directly at the 

Roman Gatholic church, it would have dealt a fatal blow 

to our system alsoe tuthovan and Roman Catholic Poucht 

Side by side tozether with Leaders of private schools, 

and finally, in 192k, tho State Supreme court ‘unanimously 

declared tho law unconstitutional on the principle that 1% 

violated the rights of parents. Thus, our schools wore 

preserved, but the long battle had taken a heavy toll of 

the finances of the district and the oxtension of Christ- 

ian education. =! 

BITRE IR PLR Oe Ane al 5 A URES 

16me Piles of Concordia Historical Institute as woll 
as tho District Archives contain a waalth of material cover= 
ing every aspect of the casee 

L?synoa also aided tho group, and the complete record — 
of tho fight is preserved in the Concordia Historical Institute. 

 



79 

The Lattor could not be solely attributed to the k 

School Fight. Already in 1919 at the convention of the 

Gistrict, Prosident Rimbach had warned 

Let us bo careful that by the change into the Eng= 
Lish language we do not lose our schools, Snzlish 
churches need those fully as much as German con= 
gProgstions. We have our schools not for the Gor- 
man Lanszuage, buts on account of tho Yord of God. 
The school is tho nursery of the church. ‘When the 
school flourishes then also the church will flour 
ish. When the schoo} .falls into ruin, the conzre- 
gation will decline. 

It was unfortunate that this view of tho school as the pre- 

Server of the German language was too prominont and brousht 

with it consequent reporcussions in the School Fisht. How- 

ever, his words did not go unheeded, and while the schools 

declined, thoy did not disappear. 

But this was the’ decade of oxpansion. While those 

matters seom to take tho limelight, the work of th: church 

progressed quiotly but with vicor. The 1921 convention 

had amended’ the constitution so as to eliminate the word 

"cerman" from tho offical name of the District.? ‘the 

sane yoar a District paper was'established. for a fow 

years previous the Mission Board had been sondins out a 

monthly bulletin, and this sorved as the precursor of the 

Hessonzer. Tho Portland Pastoral Conference was assigned 

the work of supervision and Pastor Rimbach was named Editor. 

It was a bilinzual publication and a small subscription 

eT ee EE ee 

18unpubLished manuscript in tho Northwest District 
Archives, Portland, Oregone 

19synodal-Boricht, 1921, ope Cites, De 226 
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fee was chargede@9 In 192). Re Messorli of Oregon City 

replaced Rimbach ag editer and several years later, 1927, 

the paper was sent out free to all congregations until the 

postal regulations prohibited this. A gradual switch to 
an all Enelish publication was accomplished, and Pastor Je 

P. Maier of Tillamook took over the aditorial reins in 

1933. ‘hus, the printed word also brought the attention 

of the district to missions. 

Reve Georg traveled far and wide exploring fields. 

And bearing the mission potential of the school in mind, 

the District resolved in its 192) convention to add to his 

duties those of District Suporintondent of Schools.—~ 

During this period the following congregations and preach- 

ing stations were begun and in many cases served yversonally 

by Georg: in Oregon: Oregon City, 19213 Roseburg, 1921; 

Tillamooir, 19213 Bend, 19233 Calvary, Portland, 1925; Olney, 

19203 Seaside, 1927. In Washington: Dishman, 1923; Klicki- 

tat, 192.3 Longview and Kolso, 1925. 

The growth in the cities also addod to the district. 

Hope, Zion, and Calvary, all of Seattle, were organised at 

this timo. Tacoma and Spokane each added another congre= 

gation. New fields in central Washington were explored and 

served, as woll as Southern Idaho. The Tables on paces §3,. 

ide Se ee me OR CRN 

20s4mon, Ode Clies De 20. 
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8h, and 85 picture graphically the growth oxporienced 

during those years. 

In 1922 another innovation dosigned to spread the 

Kingdom was Introduced in the form of a mail mission. Its 

object was to serve the Lutherans in the District who were 

too far from any local congregation. ‘The Mission Board 

handled this and reported in 192). that a mailing list of 

over two hundred names was being regularly supplied with 

church papers, printed sermons, tracts and the likes = 

Correspondence on spiritual problems was invited. Once 

again this placed another burden upon the Director of 

Missions whe handled this at its inception, and again in 

1930, the interim finding Teachor F. Westerkamp of the 

Mission Board assuming the responsibility.—> 

The 1927 District Convention at Snohomish, Washington, 

duly noted the oxpansion. For better edainistration a 

Board of Directors was asked to be created, but this vlan 

did not meot with the approval of the convention as a 

whole. Instead the Church Extention Board which had served 

separately over the years was absorbed into tho ilission 

Board so that these aroas would not overlape=+ Mission= 
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mindednoss romained central in the district's thinke 

ing, and it was resolved to increase servico to the State 

institutions and to begin mission work among the Indians 

on the Colville Reservation, The responsibilities had to 

be met on every front. 

it was a prosperous decade. ‘The work expanded and the 

district grew. The owblook was most encouraging. Now 

buildings had been promised by Synod for the school at 

Portland, and tho supply of men was increasinge very 

Poason for undiminished optimism was presente But just 

around the corner ley the ominous "crash" of 1929. That 

"Black October 29th" was to cast its dark shadow from 

coast to coast, and the times of Depression lay at the 

door. 
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TABLE 9 

Nunbor of Pastors 

Ovregon=-Washington District 1917--1928 
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Yumber of Congregations and Preaching Stations 

Oregon-=Washington District 1917--1928 
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TABLES 11 

Growth of Commmnicant Memborship 

Oregon--llashington District 1917--1925 

Ho e of 
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CHAPTER V 

THE YEARS OF DEPRESSION 

May I insert a warning against littleness _ 
of faith. Secause of lack of faith of some 
snall leaders, it was impossible to place 
tlany candidates that graduated in ths 
thirtles. .« »e e e The real great men in 
cur church pleaded, nearly on their knees, 
Sut in vaine . e « e The’ Lord grant thet 
when the next depression comes, we may do 
2s our Fathers did 4n 1993 They did not . 
closs colleges; they opened several of them. © 

Reve Weert Janssen 

these words by Reve Janssen vere actually a commen] 

tary on the situation looking back upon it after World 

War IT. lowever, it fell to his lot to guide the affairs 

of the district during the greater half of the trying do- 

pression years. Havine been elected to this office al= 

ready in 1921, he was to guide the destinies of the Dise 

trict for fiftesn Years. Without question the last soven 

were the mest difficult. 

Actually, two major items that were decided during 

this time wore carried over from the previous yearse Soth 

involve the expansion of mission work in the Northwest, and 

both felt the Depression affect them. The first of these 

Sere e wemaver ne eee. mnee: oes een 

Inovic Script for Fifticth Anniversary Film," Un- 
published manuscript in Northwest District Archives, 
Portland, Orcezone 
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matters concerned the division of the District. Such a 

policy was not new to Synod and cortainly not to tho Dis- 

trict, for it had evolved from such a division. 

At the Convention of 1927 an overture was introduced 

designed to divide the District into two parts: a Washinc- 

ton District, comorising that state and the northern sec- 

tion of Idaho, and an Orecon District, consisting of that 

State and the southern portion of Idaho. However, there 

Was not sufficient time left during that convention to 

cive the matter proper discussion and-so it was carried 

over for fuller diseussion at the next convention. 

The plan was offered so that tho work of the Chureh 

might be carried on more efficiently in a more manazeabdle 

area. Two basic reasons offersd for the division were 

population and territerye In an information sheot pro= 

vided at tho convention the followinz reasons were given 

@s working in its favor: (abridged) 

The aim of this ovorture is reduction of the vast 
territory in our District for the purpose of carry= 
ing on the work of the church moro effectively and 
intensively. Synod has always based the boundary 
lines for its districts on State Lines. The division 
of our territory is not seriouse It will not affect 
our stand toward the Gonoral Synod or the relation- 
ship to the conzrecation.e It will change nothing 
but a boundary Line. It is simply a rezoning. If 
it is done in interest of efficiency, then it is 
food business. 

It is also stood business, becauso it will not 
cost more, but rether have the opnosite effect. 
Because: 

be ‘The presidents work increasos in larger 
districts. In some Districts the dis- 
trict pays the salary of an assistant   
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Pastor in order that the president may 
have time to do the work. 

Ge More officers will not inerease our pay~ 
roll as our officers are not paid. 

©o It will make our dollars perhaps reach a 
Little further or do a little more work 
in the mission ficld. 

f. It will not work a hardship on General 

   8 Vie will not require 
ar subsidy because of a division. 

- A number of other considerations played an important role 

in the discussion at the convention the following year 

(1923). Setter representation of the Yorthwest at Synodi-= 

cal conventions ae woll as ereater Lay participation in i 

District affairs were anong these argumentse 

The plan was that if the 1928 convention approved the   division of the District, they would lay the petition be- 

fore the General Synod of 1929 and then conswunate the 

division at the 1930 convention of the original District, 

this group electing its now respective officers and 

boards. The division of the proverty was to be effected 

on the basis of coununicant membership as well as the funds 

and equipment of the various boards. Wo chanze as far as 

3 the relationship to Concordia Colleges, Portland, was planned. 

The table immediately following illustrates the change on 
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the basis of the 1927 Cigures.!! 

TABLE 12 

Comparative Strength of Proposed Districts 

District Pastors Souls Comme Total Funds 

Oregon 32 56587 3369 $135733-71 

Washington 30 5269 321k % 9,3h9.38 

Thus, the matter was carried into the 1928 District con- 

vention at Portland. Considering the importence of the 

Situation, it was referred to a committee for study. 

The matter was brought to the convention floor azain at 

Tacoma, Washington, in 1930, and it was resolved to refer 

the matter to the individual congregations for a decisions: 

Pa
 

‘he 1931 convention at Portland gave the entire matter a 

thorouch discussion, but again the decision was postponed 

with the following resolution! 

To elect a committee of six men, three pastors 
and threes laymen, carefully to study the suestion 
of the division of the District, and that they pub- 
lish, so far as possible, 411 arguments pro and con 
three months before the 1933 sessions of our Dis- 
trict convention. The followings were elected to 
serve on this committees: Revs. Nitz, Enselbrecht, 6 
He Gross; Messrs. A. Engel, J. Neils, Hugo Schnidt. 

Aen ee vee ne teria =e, 

2 htpad. 

BO nee -on-Washineton District," Proceedines of tho Twonty- 
Pirst Convention, 1930 {Ste Louis: Concordia Publishing House, 

930) De i360 
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“"Orecon=ashington District,” Proceedings of the Twenty= 

second Gonvention, 1931 (St. Loula: Goncordia Publishing douse, 
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During these next two years the matter was discussed through- 

out the District and from these discussions a new develop- 

ment evolved. 

The congregations in Southern Idaho had for a number 

of years felt cut off from the large section of the dis- 

trict. The difficulties imposed by distance were already 

present in the earliest days and held up the development 

ct
 

of the region for some years. With the fever of separation 

be
 

c
r
 

h the air, these brethren came to the 1933 Convention at 

Hillsboro, Oreson, with the counter resolution that they 

be granted the right to petition Synod for a District 

Status. This had its effect on the previous plan for 

division and the comaittee reported the following: 

1) That the request of the Southern Idaho breth- 
ren to petition Synod for the formation of a 
Seperate Synodical District be granted. 

2) That there be no Synod} cal Givision botween 
Oregon and Washingtone 

Thus, the planned division of the Oregon and Washington 

District was dropped for good. There is little question 

es to the influence the Depression had on this. The time 

was not ripe for an expansion in those directions. 

fhe Idaho brethren carried their petition to the 

Delesate Synod at Gleveland 1n 1935. ‘They cited as the 

first and immediate reason the question of distance which 

. memncowe commces- me pele eee ener 

TQvreron=ashington District," Proceedines of the Twenty- 
thire Convention, 1933 (St. Louis: Concordia Pablishine House, 

3B)o Pe 330



91 

was involved. Idaho was almost seven hundred miles from 

  

the coastal arsas where the work of the District was most 

heavily concentrated. Good administration dictated a 

Closer arranzeusnt in a promising mission field such as 

; theirs. hoy also indicated the unusual quality of their 

Mission problem. Idaho was a predominantly Mormon aree (as 

it is in the main today), and no consideration of this in 

missionary techniques can be adequately given on the larger 

Scale of the ontire Northweste Finally, they were convinced 

could almost be Pinancially self-sustaining on the 

8 

that they a 

basis of their past contributions and district supporte 

The patition reeelved careful consideration at the 

Delegates Synod, but azain the shadow of the econonic situe   ation cast 1ts share of gloom upon any such expansion 

Plans. In its report, the convention comlttes agreed 

that the distance problem was a serious matter, but that 

the other factors outweighed this and rejected the memor= 

lal on ths following grounds? 

The fact that the new district would be a small 
one, consisting of only twelve pastors, twelve 
congrasations, with tro thousand souls; in view 
or the further fact that the pastors of Idaho 
are all comparatively youngor mens and in view 
of the additional fact that this now district 
would be in nesd of some subsidy. 

Mawes P04" oat 4 

Stevangzelical Lutheran Chureh of Missourl, Ohio, and 
Other States," Proesedines of Thirty-sixth Reeular Convention, 
1935 (St. Louis? Concordia Publishing House, 193 

ITpide, pe 206. 
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The committee report was adopted by the convention. Thus, 

all the division plans which had evolved over the eight year 

period came to naught, and the District structure has ro- 

mained unchansed to date. 

di he second matter oceupying the attention of the Dis- 

trict at the turn of the decade was the introduction of a 

new territory into the District area. The field of Alaska 

wes deomod ripe unto harvest. Actually, the work of the 

Church in Western Canada in a number of areas adjoining 

the Oregon-i/ashington District did not respect specific 

district lines, This was natural due to the physical 

&spsets of the ares. The territory of Alaska stood in this 

matter in an odd position. Natural access was difficult 

from cither regions In 1925, however, the mission work was 

begun at Anchorage.19 ‘The work actually came under the 

Home Missions Board of Syned, but was handled in many re- 

spects from the Northwest. 

Alaske has been for many years the most misunder= 

stood possession of the United States. Ever since the 

tine of its acquisition, when the namo “Seward's Icebox" was 

Siven in impolite deference to the Secretary of State who 

enginesred its purchase from Russia, the facts of this 

bountiful and productive land have been frequently obscured 

in the myth end legend of total Eskimo population and per= 

  

10"ynon This Rock,” Fiftieth Anniversary booklet of the 
Northwest District, 19/9, Archives of Concordia Historical 
Institute, St. Louis.
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petual sub-zero weathor. ‘This has carried over into the 

aYea of church work, which forcos upon the uninformed the 

sudsequent painful admission that almost a half-century 

before the Orogon Trail and the Gold Rush, tho Eastern Or- 

thodox as well as the Lutheran Church was functioning in 

that area,t1 

Naturally, the first church in the territory was tho 

Russian Orthodox communion. Missionaries went elong with 

the first explorers and built churches, extending their 

work also to the native populatione An imperial order of 

Catherine the Great in 1793 sending oleven missionaries to 

the territory marks the official beginning of church work 

in Aleska.!2 Tt becamo an independent diocese in 1938 and 

numbered 10, 551 communicants some three years later, of 

wiieh 3, 532 were natives. 

No exact date for the foundinse of a Lutheran consroa- 

gation or church can be given. It can bo fairly cortain, 

howsver, that by 1539 a Lutheran consregation had been os= 

tablisnsd. Ths causes for this are no doubt found in the 

policy of the Russian rulers of that time in attracting as 

meny skilled workers from Geraany and the Scandinavian 
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countries as possiblee Reve John Simon, in his study of 

the early Alaskan roligious situation, quotes: 

To provide for this population, a Lutheran minister 
was sont to Sitka in 1339 and remained until 155. 
He was the celebrated Rev. Uno Cygnacus, who aftor- 
Reigars Sane cie tain as the founder of ths Finnish 

Reve Cyenaous also worked among the native population, ers= 

ating at this time a system of education focusing on manual 

training, for which he became notede The work amons these 

Indian tribes was aifficult, for thoy wore commonly considersd 

the most treacherous of any American Indian sroup. 

By the spring of 18)1 a church building for the Luth- 

erans was in existence. It included a small, but excoellcnt, 

pipe organ brought from Germany, an unusual item for any 

church wost of the Mississippi at that time, much less in 

5. 
Alaska.!> Visitors reported that the Lutherans were a 

blessing there, for even the Orthodox priests were noted 

as inveterate topers with little concern for the natives. 

The financial needs of the church were provided by the 

Russian-American Fur Company. With the purchase of the 

Alaska Territory by the United States, however, the Luth- 

eren church came to an end there, and for elmost thirty 

years there was no activity. The arrival of Reve Te. Le 

Brovig¢ of the Norwezien Synod in 189) brought its reintro- am 
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duction, 1° 

Two years later the Alaskan Territory came into nation=- 

@l proninencs with its Klondike Gold Rush. ‘Tho cyes of 

. every sdventure hunsry individual turned toward this now 

territory, and from this date a gradual settling of the 

land took place. In 1928 the Missouri Synod bezan its work 

at Anchorace. This was soon doomed, however, due to the 

Cconomic conditions prevailing in the United States and 

the resultant cutbaeks in slow and distant mission fields. 

Thus, the mission eat Anchorage was closcd in 1932. 

However, conditions became more fevorable again in 1935, 

and, at the request of the General Mission Board, the Dis- 

trict Beard took over this field, as woll as enrarins in 

new work in the Matanuska Valleys! Rev. F. Me Le Nitz and 

Rev. Georg traveled to Palmer (in the Matanuska Valiey) and 

canvassed the aren thet year, deciding to establish the 

mission at Palmer, with Anchorage being served as a proach= 

ing station, 29 Ste John's Lutheran Church was organized in 

Palmer in 1937, dedicating ea building that samo year. Pas- 

tor Re tie Fricling served as their first resident pastor. 

While the question of District division and the ontry 

into Alaska were itoms of major consideration during these 

areata eee eee 

1tp44., p. 62. 
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years, thors was no let up in the usual work of the District. 

The promising outlook of the Twonties was dimmed, but the 

mission view was not lost in spite of the trying conditions. 

The 1930 convention laid plans for a mass canvass of the 

District to include avery town with a population of one 

thousand or above, such a canvass to include mass moetinzs 

if possible, =? Send them out, two dy two, was the plan. It 

was hoped that the funds would be available for the exten- 

sive usc of this method. If possible, the larger city con- 

Srecotions were to enploy vicar-candidates so that the 

Supply of craduates of the seminaries, which was now oauale 

ing and surpassing the demand, could be adequately used. 

The next year saw little change in the situation. Tho 

plan remained mission-centered, and new fields were con- 

tinually being evaluated. Sut the economic pressures were 

pushing hard. A resolution at the 1933 convention was in= 

troduced which would have abolished the office of Field 

Secretary (Director of ilissions).2° It was defeated, but 

the very pres-nce of it indicates the strain under which 

the mon were working. The needs wero increasing, the men 

were available, but the funds were lacking. 

Orne meen eee eke 
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in an effort to increase the manpower without addition- 

al expense, all mission salaries were cut one hundred and 

fifty dollars per annum in 1934.2! The Mission Board had 

to report sorrowfully, nonetheless, that while a minimun 

of six candidates could have been used, and were availeble, 

only one could be called. And yet, monetary problems wore 

not the only ones which faced the convention. In 193} ney. 

had to deal with the problem of the movios=ea situation that 

strikes one humorously today--but was considered a great 

threat to the church them. Severel resolutions were passed, 

condemning motion pictures for moral laxity, and consuring 

pastors who condoned attendence by members of their congre= 

gations at offensive pictures.-> In all Pairness, however, 

it should be noted that at this time the movie industry 

did not control the content of the picture to the degree 

that it docs today. 

In the area of Indian mission work an-attompt was mede 

to save. Tho Synodical Board for Home Missions began hand= 

ling this, for, after tho beginnings of the work in the 

Colville mission did not fare too well, the interest in the 

work shifted to Fort Hall,. Idaho, with the program taken 

over completely by the General Synode23 In 1932 Rev. F. 

Ere =o eet 0 ee re 

2lnorezon-Washington District,” Proceedings of the Twon- 
ty-fourth Convention, 193) (St. Louls? Concordia Publishing 
couse, 1934), De 3le 
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Gelswinklor was sent by the Board to the Yakima reserva= 

tion in Washington, but this eventually was discontinued 

in 1933, being declared a barren fields! 

The parochial school was suffering to a large extent 

et this time. After the previous decade's battles against 

State law and lanzuage problems, the economic conditions 

Struck a weakened situation. But the ploa for more 

Schools wes continuously voiced, and the District School 

Zoard attempted in every way to further the causa of 

Christian Gducation, voth on the parish level, and in the 

Support of the colleze at Portland. 

In 1935 Reve Fe Me Le Nitz was elected president of 

the District. Ths conditions of t e nation were improving. 

Seonomic reforms instituted by the federal government were 

proving valuable, not only from a fiscal standpoint, but 

induced incrensed migration to the Northwest and created 

mission possibilities in such fields as C. Ce Ce work. The 

Mission Board could report that year that six of the seven 

candidates serving as vicars could be given regular calls.2> 

Rev. Weert Janssen had led the District through these try- 

ing years. His own work was enviable, for there is hardly 

& town in Central “Yashinzgton boasting one of our churches 

NOETRRE TE OU eMEe APneese RTO 

2li"eyangelical Luthoran Synod of Missouri, Ohio, snd 
Other States," prodecdings of the Thirt seeyenbis Ree 
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Which 1s not is some way indebted to his labors. From 

Pogular church buildinecs to tents and trailer missions, 

he brought the Word of God to these peoples In his own 
words he comments: 

Over one hundred congrogations, pastors, their 
Wives and children brought much happiness into 
my life through their frisndliness and hospi- 
cayosthy ty canes a wonderful life for an 

Reve Ie Me Ge Nitz too was a pioncsr in the District. 

He acceptsd the call to Bellingham, Washington, inmedi- 

ately upon his graduation from the Ste Louis seminary in 

1903 and remained there for his entire ministry. Prior 

to his election to the presidency, he had served as a Vice=- 

President of the District. Under his leadership in these 

Yeconstruction and war years, the District pushed ever on-= 

ward with renewed vigor into the mission field. 

At the 1937 convention an extensive resolution call< 

ing for the establishment of a Board of Yirectors was in- 

troduced. @! This Board was to consist of nino men, the 

President, Treasurer, two pastors, one teacher, and four 

laymen. Its purpose was to consolidate the various exist- 

ing boards under one unified groupe This motion was given 

over for discussion duping the following two years to 

& committee. No action was taken in 1939, but it was 

ie eteeeseeeeceeme ee ere 
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again resolved that a complete study be made for report 

the following yser. 

The 1940 convention at Tacoma brought the discussion 

of the Board of Directors! proposals to a head. While re~ 

jJecting the original resolution submitted in 1937-2 1% ro=- 

Solved that the District should have a Board of Directors, 

and that a committee be sct up which would formulate a 

more workeble plan for the next convention in 19]);2,. It 

was understood that if no suitable substitute was developed, 

the resolution creatine the Board world not go into effect. -? 

The picture was brightening. An era which was entered 

upon throvch the door of economic tragedy was once more 

Stabilized. the mission appeal of the church had not been 

lost, althouzh it waa sometimes stalled. New fields had 

been entered, Christian education in the District had 

suffered to a large degree, but the future looked brighter 

in this area also. The keynote of the moment now centered on 

better organization to meet expanding needse Beginnings in 

this respect arc found in the district-wide canvasses at- 

tempted and the introduction of the District Mdition of the 

Lutheran Witness with the consequent elimination of the 

Lutheran liessence> in 1937 in the blanket subscription 

Nm 6 eee emcee eer secoenes 

23% Qo con-Vashington District," Proceedinss of the Twonty=- 
Seventh and Twenty-eighth Conventions, 1939 and 1950 (ns: Pes 
Nhe deja Pe 3le 
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plan. But war had broken out in Europe, and the United 

States was being drawn ever closer. The prospect of another 

wartorn period was casting its shadow over the bright hopes 

of the Listrict's fifth decades
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TABLE 13 

Number of Pastors 

Oregon--Washington District 1929-<19))1 
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TABLE Ly 

HNumbor of Congregations and Stations 

Oregon-~Washington District 1929--19)2 

No. of Cong 
and Stations 
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TABLE 15 

Growth of Communicant Membership 

Oregon--Washington District 1929--19)1 

of 
Communi cent 
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CHAPTER VI 

PIPTY COLUDSN YEARS 

Shout Hallelujah, 0 Zion, ye saints of Salvation 
Lift up your hearts in thanksgiving and glad jubilation 

All through these years 
Crown'd with successes and tears 

God blest your chureh and your nations 

“Reve Ee We Hinrichs 

The soncluding days of 191 saw the United States drawn 

into the war. Pearl Harbor brought grim reality to the na- 

tion, particularly in the threatened Pacific coast area. 

The youth of the country once more was called to military 

Service. Industry soransc up overnight from one end of the 

District to the other. The population soared. ‘hole towns 

Were crested where once there were only farm lands. ~ 

Seattic was a center of a large aircraft industry; 

Portland became a shipebuilding hub. The military resor= 

Vations scattered throushout tho states brought even more 

mén and fanilies into the area. For the most part the 

civilian personnel lived in government housing projects. = 

Overnight the second largest town in Oregon, Vanport 

City, sprang up along the Colunbia between Vancouver 

and Portland, to house the workers of the Kaiser ship- 

yards. Other areas oxperionced similar devalopmonts. Wor 

this new situation a new method evolved. Conservation 

  

ltgyon This Rock," Fiftieth Anniversary Booklet, Yorth- 
wost District, in Concordia Historical Institute, St. Louis, Moe 
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workers, as thoy were called, moved into these projects 

to brings the messase of the Gospel. The attempt was made 

to place full time imen in cach situation, but whore this 

was not possible, vicars, women parish workers, and pastors 

from adjacent consrogations filled the gaps. 

The 19],2 District convention met at Albany, Oregone 

The report of the Mission Board was most encourasinge 

Twelve candidates had been placed in the District, and new 

>
 lclds were opened. Some construction had been accomplishe 

ed befors the wartime restrictionsshindercd further efforts;, 

and the use of portable chapels in promising fields was 

attempted.= 

The report also was read on the prospoctive Board of 

Directors. ‘the following proposal (abridsed hore) was 

adopted: 

The District Board of Directors shall be made up of 
Six pastors, one teacher, and five laymene « e e : 
the following standing committees: 
1) Mission Comaittee, Two pastors and one laymsane 
2) Committee on Stewardship and Finance. Two pastors 
and one layman. 
3) Church Extension Committee. One pastor and one 
layman, 
lh.) Gommittee on Christian Education. One teachor - 
and one layman. 
5) Committee on Student Support and Young People's 
Work. Ono pastor and one laymane 
es 8 

The District President and District Treasurer shall 

eerencessenreseene veo 

2tOrozon=Washington District," Proceedines of the Twen- 
ty-ninth Convention, 192 (St. Louis? Consorata Fublishing 
House, TOS}o pe he ee. 
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be ex officio members of the Board of Directors. 

tho Board of Bivsstora to serve as Mrusteoue? t 

The election of the men for the Board was to be handled so 

that at least one pastor from each conference circult was 

on the Board. The following men were elected to the first 

District Board: Pastors We Hillmer, Ce. Anling, M. Zagel, 

E. Hinrichs, Geo. Schmidt, Teacher We Kersten, liessrs. P. 

Neils, F. Reils, T. Reese, Ge Nickles, and Ge Hilken.+ 

lo meet the needs of the service people, throe sor= 

vice centers were located in the District, at Portland, 

Tacoma, and Spokane. These met the recreational as well as 

the spiritual needs of the Lutheran boys away from home. 

Local conzresations and societies contributed of their time 

ané means to assist in thise Typical was the Conter in 

downtown Portland which the Army-Navy Commission of Synod 

was onabled to establish through the efforts of local 

Luthoran Laymen's League groupsSe Reve Fe Krinke, who hed 

Served the Tacoma Center, carried on the work here through 

the enc of the ware He also contributed colwins from time 

to time in the District Supplement slanted at aiding the 

service man to adjust. Where such centers were not — 

feasible, the local pastor and congregation undertook the 

work. 

A Ae 

3Ibides pe |}0. 
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In 19)3 the District Office, ond with it the posi- 
tion of Distriet Executive Secretary, was established. 

Suitable rooms were acquired In a downtown Portland build- 

ing to serve as a center for District activitios. Rev. 

William Hillmer was called as first Executive Secretary. 

Reporting to a convention later, ho cites the following 

pertinent parazraphs of the call: 

To do all that 1s possible for him to do, within 
_the limits of his calling, for tho upbuiléing and 
efficiont administration of District affairs; to 
take charge of the District Bxecutive Office; to 
Bier Be general advancement of the kingdom 

Throush his efforts, a smooth functioning executive arm 

of the Board of Directors was established. This office 

is the nerve center of District affairs, as well as a 

meeting place for the Board of Directors and various 

committees. 

the war did not shorten the District view, however e 

Already in 19h3 plans were laid for the postewar expan- 

sion of the District. The convention that year at Dish= 

man, Yiashington, set up "The Lord's House’ Project." “Its 

purpose was to inereasso the working capital of the Church 

Extonsion Fund, so that the building programs of tho new 

missions would not be hindered by Lack of funds. As ‘ 

EAE Re RS eT EOS 

*"Orecon=liashington dition," The Lutheran “itnoss, 
IXVII, 16 (Susust 10, 1918), De Qe =~ =~=SCOOt=CS«S 
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500n as building would be permitted, there would be many 

requests for aid, and theso had to bo mete 

Tas wartime oxpansion also hit Alaska and the mission 

there. It was doemed advisable to call a second man! into 

the ficld, and Rev. G. Nitz accepted the call as second 

~Pesident Pastor in the torritory./ 4 church building was 

erected at Anchoraze. This was also used as a service 

center for the Lutheran military personnol in the regione 

However, Rev. Nite did not restrict his labors to Anchor- 

8ge, but he also set up a preaching station at Fairbanks 

which he served regularly. 

Yet with all these innovations to meet the new chal- 

lenzes, we find also the revival of an old office, that of 

"cireult rider." Former Presidont W. Jansson, having re= 

covered from a siege of illness, was called to fill this 

Position with these specific activities: 

To visit such towns and communitiss in tho three. 
States comprising the Oregon-Yashington District 
AS are not readily accessible to a Lutheran pas- 
tor and cannot be conveniently served by ono} 
e e » to explore the mission possibilites of such 
towns and communitics; to keep in touch with his 
flock by mail, whore the number ,of people docs not 
Warront making a rogular visite 

Part of the finencing of this circuit rider mission was 

Peeeremeee S 

S"oreoneWashington District Edition," The Lutheren 
Witness, LXIII, 2 (January 18, 19hh). 

TIpid., LXITI, ) (February 15, 19hh). 

8tp1a., IXITT, 2h (November 21, 19h).  
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Undertaken by the Lutheran Women's Missionary League of 

the District, 

Notwithstanding the fact that the war was obviously 

drawine to a conclusion, it was decided that the conser= 

vation work should nat be discontinued. Its purpose had 

been to "conserve" the micreting. Lutherans, and the need 

to serve this moving group remained. A good bit of this 

work fell into the hands of the new cireult rider; among 

8uch efforts was his development of the congregation at 

Richland, Washington, the "atom torm" on the upper Col- 

umbia River. whe housing. projects did not disappear with 

the war, for though industry was cutting back its war 

contracts, the population was not leaving, but many stayed 

to seek other work. 

The District convention at Portland in 196 was the 

first to be held in pencetime in six yoarse An etmosphere 

of new and greater fields to conquer prevailed with promis=- 

ing mission prospects throurhout the District. The war 

Years had brought their attention to many needs; full 

time institutional work was begun in Washington end Oregon 

in 19h. The use of womon parish workers in canvassing and 

Surveying mission fields proved helpful in alleviating the 

manpower shortazee 

: Christian sducation in the District also rebounded 

with the conclusion of the war. Concordia College finally 

achieved permanent status and a grant for a new building.
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A large part of the District convention was taken up with 

the consideration of District=sponsored high schools, In 

Yakima, Washinzton, in 1945, a comalttee had beon set up 

to investigate the problem, and a complete analysis of the 

Sliuation was presonted,? While final decision was left 

Pending until the 1918 convention, education was at last 

receiving a vital sharo in the long rango planninge 

These imucdiate postwar years saw a district build-= 

ing boom, both in mission and established conzresations. 

New ?ields ware opened. The increased population broushs 

on by war work @id not diminish as some had foreseen} this 

brought natural coxpansion and new missions in the urban 

ePeas, ‘The "ach one Reach One" campaign reached its high 

point during theses years and brought many addittons to the 

churches in the District. : 
The year 198 brought two tragedies to the District. 

On January 25, President F. Nitz missed his first church 

Service in forty-five years because of illness. Though he 

was determined to proach that morning, the strength was not 

there, and he suffered a heart attack, dying that afternoon. 

The words of the Yakima church paper pay the following tri- 

bute: 

He had rendered unto us and our Chureh in the North- 
West a service which only God can measure. He gave 

MO recon-Washington District,” Proceedings of the Thir= 
Second Convention, 195 (st. Louis: Gousoraae Publishing t = 

House, 1905), Be 29 ff. 
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freoly, and without any earthly renumeration, of his ability and time that the work of our Savior in our District might be furthered. His doctrinal instruc- 
tion and his practical advice were evor freely ren- 
¢ored to both pastors and congregations, faithfully 
&8 unte the Lord. 

The burdens of the expansion program fell upon the shoulders 
of the First Vico-Prosident, G. H. Bensene of Seattle. ‘The 
hew Presidnt had come to the Northwest from Oklahoma in 
19h0, acceptine the eall to Zion, Seattle. He had served 

88 Vieo-Prosidont of the District since 195.6 

A scond calanity befell the District in the Vanport 

City Flood of Meuoriel Day, 1948, A housing project built 

Guring the war ye . 
ve 28, this consorvation project had devel= =)

 

Oped into a mission congregation of some eighty communi- 

Canis, sorved at this time by Reve Re Aumam,. ‘The entire 

town was wiped out by the rampaging Columbia, and though 

thers was 2 considerable loss of life and property, all 

the membors of the Lutheran mission were spared physical 

horn. The congrerations of the District rallied to help 

the group, and servic:s were held temporarily in the Con- 

cordia Collose Chapel. 

A disaster comnittee was set up, and help flowed in 

from all perts of the District, Approximately five thou- 

Sand dollars was collected and distributed to the victims. 

In addition, the International Convention of the Walther 

SS 
7 

10"oro:;on-Washington District Edition,” The Lutheran Witness, LXVII, ) (February 2h, 198). |
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League, mootin , in Portland during the swauer, received 

&n offering of almost Gight’ hundred ‘dollars atiits ban- 

Wet, which 1% save to this disastor relief prozram. tt 

fhe District convention met at Snohomish, Washington, 

in'19)\5. The abolishnent of the office of Superintendent 

of Missions was resolved, the work falling upon the Execu=- 

tive Secretary. In twenty-eight years what changes had 

been wrouch: through the efforts of Reve Geors, tho only 

holder of the office tiueh of the itinerant work of the 

Superintendent of Missions was taken over by the circuit 

rider. A report of tho new eLreuit pider, Reve Hye Ce 

Schulue, showed the extent to which this office functions: 

Prequent trips are made to visit the scattered 
Lutherans 4n the byways of our Districts .« » « e 

1c {two years) he had traveled approxinate- 
‘ty thousand miles, called on some three thou=- 
four hundred homes, and given about four hime 

and fifty hours of religious instructions .« e e« « 
One hundred and seventeen places in our District are 
deine sP5ved; also two in Nevada and one in “outh 
Daicota. 

   

ry
t 

F 

In addition to the personal visits, extensive mission work 

by mail is included in the programe 

The committee which studied the District-sponsored 

high school resolutions reported a definite need for such 

Schools, but the convention did not feel thet it was in a 

Le 

llIbid., LXVII, 22 (November 2, 19:8). 

12Ibid., LXVII, 16 (August 10, 1913), pe ).
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Position to offer financial backing for such endeavors in 

the light of increased mission responsibilities in new 

fields. Plans were also laid for the colebration of the 

Golden Anniversary of the District during the next year. It 

was to enicr this year with a new corporate name, "The North= 

west District of the Luthoran Church--Missouri Synoa.743 

Tho importance of Stewardship and Finance comaitteas 

received rocognition with the passing of a resolution aus i 

thorizin: the Board of Yirectors to engage a full time Sec< 

retary of this sroup. LH fhe years 19)\6 and 197 saw the 

District reach and pass the million dollar mark in funds 

Praised for home purposes, and this office would be the focal 

point of efforts to push this higher and higher. However, 

no funds had been provided for such a post, and it was de- 

cided that the extensive budget obligations already pre= 

Sent would forces the postponing of this call for the time 

boing. 25 the Executive Secretary was asked, meanwhile, to 

five greater emphasis to this areae : 

The question of Pistrict division arose again, and it 

was resolved that the Southern Idaho brethren be given poer= 

mission to join with the Utah brethren (of the Colorado 

District) in forming a new district, pending the approval 

< en emesis mae ot ee ee 

13tn4d., De 125 

Utytde, pe 120 

ISuyortnwest District Bdition," Tho Luthoran Witness, 
LXVIII, 2 (January 25, 1919).
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Of the 1950 Synodical convention at Milwaukee.!© ‘The mos- 

Nopial to this effect was denied thovre for the following 
  Peasons: There seemed to be suffictont evidence that the 

Utah croup did not wish to join with thom; It would mean 

another subsidised district for Synod; to memorial to this 

effect was voceived from the Colorado District. For these 

Peasons the action wes considered prematbreia" 

The dubllee year, 1919, had hardly begun when the 

District lost the services of its Executive Secretary, 

Rev. Willner cecepted the call to be Assistant Executive 

Secretary of tho Board for Home Missions of Synod. His 

last repori: oresonted to the District indicates the wide 

Pence of work he undertook? 

155 i235 Gays traveling in the interest of the District, 
eave 15 addresses on the work of the Church, preached 
22 times, attended 56 conferences and meetings, held 
26 meetings with mission consregations, 60 private 
conforences with men in the field, conducted three 
Seminars, had four one-day conferences with field 
Workers, trained women parish workers, and promoted 
Evangelism Workshops. 8 

Rev. Amos Schaidt of Vancouver, Washington, was called to 

bo his successor. Shortly after he took office the Dis- 

trict acquired its now office in the Administration Build= 

SENT SET REED 

- 

Wrnids, IXVIT, 16 (August 10, 1948), pe 126 

17"7utheran Church=-4issourl Synod," Proceedings of 
the Forty-first Rerular Convention, 1950 (St. Louis: Con- 
corcia Publishing House, 1950), Pe 550. 

18s omthwest District Edition," The Lutheran Witness, 
IXVIIT, 7 (April 5, 1919). 
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ing of Concordia College. Under Reve Schuidt's capable 
leadership, the District Office has continued to be the 
helping hend of the District. In his report to the 1952 
convention he states? 

This next year will mark the Tenth Anniversary of the 
ostablishuent of the District Office and the Office 
of Executive Seevetarye « » « e 18 tho District Office 
hocessary? Is 1t worthwhile? With the burden of 
parish worl heavy upon every pastor, it is our cone 
viction that no pastor or group of pastors should be 
asked to devote the eanount of tine to the District 
work which would be required if there were no Dis- 
trict Offico. 

    

To properly take cognizance of the Anniversary of 

the District, Prosident Bensene issued the following 

Proclamation: 

VEEREAS, The history of the Northwest District for 
the past fifty years amply testifies to the abun- 
ant blossing of our God; and 
SSHMAS, Our hearts cannot but overflow with thanks= 

giving and praise, and wo also desire opportunity to 
bring a thankoffering of the gifts which God has 
showered upon us} ‘ 
TUSREMORG, I, Carl He. Bonsene, President of tho North- 
west District of the Luthoran Chureh--issourl Synod, 
do herewith proclaim the year of our Lord nineteen 
hundred and forty-nine a Year of Jubilee for the 
Christians of the Northwest Districts; and I do fur- 
thermore encourage cach congregation to set aside 
August twenty-one, the tenth Sunday after Trinity, 
for festival servicos of thanksgiving and praise to 
our glorious Gods; and 
I do, finally, urge every congregation within the 
confines of our District to sponsor a genorous 

e 

    

Seer nner 

19"yorthwest District," Procosdings of the Thirt 
Sixth Convention, 1952, pe 52. iimeosraphed booklet. Se een
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thankoffertnz in connection with its observance; 
this In accordance with the goals and objects 
approved by our District. 20 

(signed) Carl H. Bensene 

The 1913 convention had designated that forty per cent of 

this offerin: was to go towerd the Administration Building 

of Concordia Gollezo and sixty per cent to the District 

Church Extension Fund.-~ 

The Jubilee convention was held in Portland, Oregon. 

A Golden Anniversary Film had been prepared, as well as 

& pageant, and other festival events to wark the occasion. 

the anniverscry booklet, "Upon This Rock," was also circu- 

lated at this timo. But a remembrance of past blessings 

did not consume all the convention timee ‘The advances in 

the mission [field were as pronising as in past years. Ad- 

ministrative changes recomended in the form of offices of 

Executive Secretary for Stewardship and Finance and Director 

of Education were tabled for study until the next convention.’ 

The District also authorized a loan and initiated sponsorship 

_ of the construction of a gymasium for Concordia College.73 

The years following have witnessed the continusd 

Growth of the District. The expansion in church construc= 

tt 
20"torthwest District Edition,” The Lutheran Witness, 

IXVIII, 1h (July 12, 1919). 

_ ®Anopegon-iVashington District Edition," Tho Lutheran 
Witness, LXVIT;.16 (August719,71948),-p. 10. 

22"Northwest District Edition," The Lutheran Witness, 
EXVIIT, 15 (July 25, 1919), pe lle 

23Ibide, pe 10.
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tion is one important feature of the last few yoarse Not 

only now buildings, but many of them represent the latest 
and best in church architecture. At first the Korean "war" 

brought a temporary building scarcity, but soon construc= 

tion returned to its normal pace, Hew missions were opsned 

in the urban areas, as the population of the Northwest con= 

tinued to crow. ‘The addition of the Junior College depart- 

ment at Concordia, Portland, brought a sizeable increase 

in enrollment, particularly in ministerial and teacher= 

training fields, 

Seattle was host to the 1951 convention. ‘The matter 

of acquiring 2 full time Bxecutive Secretary of Steward- 
Ship was tabled once more; the resolution calling for e 

Director of Gducation was defeated. 2! It was also re=- 

Solved to hold all subsequent District conventions at Con- 

cordia College, dus to its excellent facilities and cen- 

tral location. 

The graphs at the end of this chapter show the tre=- 

mendous srowth which the District experienced in the years 
during and immediately following World War II. Under God's 

GYace, cach succeeding convention has recorded mission 

Growth; the obligation placed upon the District by Presi- 

Gent H. A. G. Paul has not been forgotten. And there are 

still now fields developing on every hand. ‘The 1952 convon= 

a 
Ahipid., IXX, 18 (September hy 1951), pe Ll.
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tion report of the Mission Committee included a careful 

Survoy of possibilities now opening up in the District.2? 

Riven in the larger, settled resions there are places which 

heave been untouched by our church. 

the District convention of 195); authorized the Board 

of Directors to eall a Counselor of Stewardship and Parish 

Education, thus combining the two separate posts which had 

been propos:d over the last several conventions. This 

Same convention also took occasion to honor the services of 

Mr. A. Ke “ngel, District Treasurer for the past forty=five 

years. iis recollection of the District dates back to the 

earlicst days of our first congrogation in Seattle (1901), 

and the devotion which he has shorm to the cause of the 

church is indicative of the personal sacrifices made by 

SO many laymen of the Northwest for the furtherance and 

Spread of the Kincdom. 

fhe coneluding words of President’ Bensone's Anniver- 

sary mcssage illustrate the power and the strength of this 

growth: 

And now we are about to turn another page in the his- 
tory of the Northwest District of the Lutheran 
Church--Missouri Synod. The Lord will continue to 
shower His blessings upon us if we continue faith= 
ful in His Word and in the administration of the 
blessed Sacramentse Let us remain faithful unto 
death. Let us cling unto His Word and be assured 

ORR ennes eee 

northwest District," Proceedines of the Thirt 
Sixth Convention, 1952, pp hl tf. Mimeographed booklete 

 



  

120 

that Eis namo shall be glorified and His Kingdom 
come » <9 

This faithfulness to the pure Word of God has been the 
cheractoristic of the District since its first missionary 

but his feet on Northwest soil. And the growth which has 
been sketchily chronicled on the past paces will be in- 

Sicnificant compared with the future expansion under this 

Same Yord and Grace in the great Pacific Northwest. 

Senne sees 
if, 

_ 89300 This Rock," Fiftieth Anniversary Booklet of the 
Nopthwest District, on file in Concordia Historical Insti- 
tute, St. Louis, Missourl.
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TABLE 16 

Wunber of Pastors 

Northwest District 192-1953 
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TABLE 17 

Number of Congregations and Stations 

Northwest District 192--1953 

No. of Cong. 
and Stations 
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TABLE 18 

Growth of Communicant Membership 

Northwest District 19)2--1953 

No e OF 

Communi cans 
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CHAPTER VII 

THR DISTRICT AND THE LOCAL CONGREGATION 

Under God, our Northwest Churehes face 
vic future with courage and confidence 
Tor thoir estate; with love for those 
whom they seok to bring through their 
coors to Heaven's gates. ‘Tho Cross of 
Jesus Christ 1s not simply something on 
a hi j way, but it is something 

tends along the roadway of life, 
; and welcoming the lost and the 

and out of its wonderful lovo, 
; us to share the message it 
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"Upon This Rock"2 

The history of the Northwest District 1s not only 

a history of shurshes established and missions nourished. 

It is also the Life of the church in a specific place, 

Serving her people and her neishbor, and at the same time, 

the District and Synod. Into these catesorics wa place here 

a short history of the various educational, welfare, and fel= 

lowship orzanizations which have worked toward this end in 

the Northwest. With thelr story, the picture of the District 

is complete. This is the Lutheran Church in the Northwest. 

Parish Education 

From the very beginning of the work in the Northwest, 

Seen 

litnon This Rock," Fiftieth Annivorsary Booklet, North= 
wost District, on file in Concordia Historical Institute, 
St. Louis, Missouri,
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the parish school was stressed as a vital missionary link. 

Already in 1880 beginnings were made at Cornolius, Oregons 

by Reve As Kontner, although it was not until 1887 taat Rev. 

le Glaus formally organized the first parochial school in tho 

District.” In the sueseeding years wherover a church was 

founded, a school was urged and, in most instances, estab-= 

lished almost at ensee The usual situation found the Pastor 

Serving as teachers however, at the convention orsanizing 

the District, Christian Markvorth, of Zion, Portlend, was 

pPessnt as the first called teacher in the Northwest. In the 

years followin:, several other teachers were called to the 

various schools, in many instences serving a lifetime in thet 

plece for the cause of Christian education. Teacher Re Kuh- 

nau, of frinity, Portland, 1s an oxanple of such devotion. 

Until his forced retirement this year because of 111 health, 

he served Cifty-two years as a teacher at Trinity, principal 

for many years, and member of various District boards. 

However, teachers were not always plentiful, and where 

they might be hac, the funds were not available all too fre- 

quentiy. The pastor remained the key figure in the school 

Picture for the most part (see Table 19, page 126), and 

typical of the efforts expended by them for a wellsrun, 

though often primitive, school is this report by Rev. Emil 

Seana 

@s4mon, iiaptin Fe, "A Brief History of Lutheran Bduca= 
tion in Oroson," Concordia Historical Institute Suarterly, 
V, 2 and 3 (July and Oetonor, 1932), De (00
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TABLE 19 

Parochial School Bducation 

Northwest District 1899--1953 

Hoe Teaching Staff Boe 
of °o 

Year Schools Pastor ale Female Stud. Pupils 

1899 8 6 1 0 0 233 

190);. 23 18 5 0 0 hes 
1909 29 20 9 1 0 595 

1913 36 26 9 3 0 835 
1919 27 15 12 0 0 758 

192) 23 13 11 2 2 801 

1929 20 7 13 h 1 61.0 

193), 16 3 12 1 7 6h), 

1939 17 5 15 2 3 722 

19d: 18 2 22 5 2 991 

19h.9 19 3 22 9 8 1260 

1953 19 1 25 11 8 Uy13
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Luecke, thon of Shef rflin, Orozons 

Our little school at Shefflin was begun in the fall 
of 1969. ie used the church, School benches wsre 
provided by fastening long boards with hingas to 
the back of paws. Lator we pushed the pows back 
and used a number of second hand school benches. 

en we built our little school (dedicated October 
5, 1913) we became almost at once a ‘standard! school, 
& type of acereditation then in vogue in Orsgon, Our 
children, particularly in the upper grades; regularly 
tools the State final examinations. We mado every ef- 
fort to conform to the gounee of study rccommnoended by 
the State at that time. 

In 1916 the District convention croated a District School 

Board which then assisted 1n the conducting and establish= 

h ing of schools. 

the coming of World War I, however, the schools VIF t-4 
aE vw ew

 

suffered to the point where they have never fully recovered. 

this was the sole reason for the school. ‘The gradual decline 

in the use of the language, as well as the Oregon School 

firht (seo Chapter IV) of 1922, brought a steady decline in 

Schools and nuwnber of pupils in the years following. 

Attempts were made to enter into the field of high 

school education as early as 192) in Albany, Oregon. Reve 

fe Messerli undertook the ninth grade instruction there for 

soveral pupils. The continuance of this was not tolerable 

because of distances involved. Tho Lutheran Education Soci- 

ety, which was organized to assist Concordia College, took a 

NO ee eneerps sree meee, 

3Ipid. 9 De 78. 

litpza,
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hand tn attempting to begin a Lutheran high school for 

Sipls in 1925, but this project never got past ths discus~ 

Sion stage.” in 1930 Trinity Lutheran School of Oregon 

City, Oregon, established a Junior High School, and this was 

later expanded to e hich school, which continued, under try~ 

ing Conditions, until several years ade ‘The pressure of ex=- 

Panding curricula and additional expenses forced its collapse. 

Over these yoars, howover, 1 did produce a number of grad- 

uates. 

The Sunday Sehool received its greatest impetus during 

World War I with its emphasis on Englishs Prior to this, any 

conereration which had iis owm parochial school, as a rula, 

did not bother to establish a Sunday school, not rsalizins 

the great mission potontial this would have. However, with 

the dirth of parochial schools, this agency of Christian ed- 

ucation soon grew until today there is hardly a congregation 

in the District thet does not havo a Sunday School and 5ible 

Class. ‘Together with the Sunday School, the Saturday school 

idea grow, and in more recent years, the Vacation Bible School 

has become an important factor in parish education. 

Concordia Gollece, Portland, Oreron 

Already in nineteen hundred and one a possible method 

SEDs Sn Pas 

5Ib4d., pe 80.
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for offsctting the menpowor shortage in the District was 

the establishment of local training facilitics. When a 

similar shortage appeared in 1903, discussion once more fo- 

cussd on the necsassity of hone=srown clorgy, specifically 

urged by the words of Dr. F. Pieper, “You must raise your 

own crops" However, the optimism waich Synod's president 

hed was not shared by the majority of that district conven= 

tion, and the matter was tabled. In 190). the interest of 

the California=Nevada District in the founding of a prepar= 

atory school stimulated thinking in terms of a joint pro=- 

Ject. A committee was set up to appraise the situation with 

them, and unable to agree upon a location, each district went 

its own way, ‘The report delivered to the 1905 donvention 

b0inted up this difference in ‘location; ‘but: also stated 

that it was not a mattor of great alarm, citing a letter 

fron Dr. Picper to this effect. ! 

n the meantime, a college committee which had beon 

established in 190), cireularized the district for in- 

formation cone -phing the nunber of pupils that might be 

®xsected to enter the school if it should open in the Fall a 

of 1905. Gecause only six applications had been received, 

——_- 

Crauka, Allen, "Concordia College, Portland, Oregon," 
Concordia Historical Institute Quarterly, XxV, }; (January, 28 [tstorical Institute “uarterty 
T953)> De L7G. 

TIbig., Pe 178.
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by February of that year, a second letter was sent re= 

opening the entire question. The congresations responded 

by voting to opon the school that Fall, and 1n addition, 

not to ask the General Synod for financial support for the 

school, Pledges anounting to one thousand dollars a year 

for the next three ysars wore subseribed for its Support. 

The facilities of the new school room in the basement of 

frinity, Fortland, were made available for classes. The 

problem of housing seemed irreconeilablo until Mr. Adolf 

Kuempel, a momber of the school comnittee and also of Trini- 

ty, screed to room and board the students in his ann homee 

Tho committee, which had besn asked to constitute a Board 

of Control until the noxt District convention, called a 

ber of tho craduating class of the St. Louis sominary as 

the schoolts first teacher. President Luessenhop installed 

Candidate F, Ww. J. Sylwester as professor of the new school 

on September 10, 1905, at Trinity Church, Portland. 

De. Sylwester had attended the preparatory schools at 

St. Paul and liilwavkec, completing his training in St. Louis. 

Prior to his call to Portland, he had served as an instruc-= 

tor at Concordia, St. Paul, Minnesota. A diligent studont, 

he continued his studies at the University of Oregon and in 

1928 rocoived his Master of Arts degree from that school. 

In 195h the Faculty of Concordia Sominary, Ste Louis, recog= 

nized his unstinting labors in the fisld of Christian educa= 

tion by conferring upon him the degree of Doctor of Divinity, 
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-honoris causa. Through fifty years Dr. Sylivester has al= 

most single-handedly symbolized the cause of Christian 

education in the Northwest. A modest, unassuming man, who 

hever could bring it upon himself to accept the title of 

president but called himself simply directory he has con= 

tinued to serve the school as librarian after his retire- 

tient from the directorship in 196, and this year marks 

his fiftieth year of service at the college. 

On September 11, 1905, Concordia College in Portland 

entered a fanily of thirteen Missouri Synod educational 

institutions above the grade school level. Prof. E. He 

Brandt writes of this first yoar: 

When the next convention met at Sherwood in 1906, 
the Board of Control submitted a report through 
which thore rings a decided note of confidence. 
lig who reads the report carefully can readily 
sense the chellenge that had to be met. Buf there 
is not much said about it--forward, on, onl 

That same convention decided to acquire land for the college, 

and this was accomplished in the Spring of 1907 with the 

purchase of a five acre plot in the northeast section of 

Portland. Problems had arisen, meanwhile, in the Kuempel 

household, and he asked to be released from his promise to 

house the students for the next year. Confronted with 

this emergency, the District resolved to construct a 

six thousand dollar building; this was accomplished with- 

eee amrinae peer ape pee re ET 
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out delay, the cornerstone being laid on August 25, 1907. 

Throuzh the gracious invitation of several members of Tri- 

nity, the students were housed temporarily, finally moving 

inte their new home the third week in December. The school 

was located 1n a new section of the city, being almost one-= 

half mile away from the nearest homes. It was a simple 

wooden structure, built to accomodate twenty-five stu- 

dents, as well asa supervisor. Three years later an 

additional half-scre of property adjacent was acauired. 

As each year was added to bring the total curricula to 

years of high school, the teaching Load became a 
include four 

Increasingly heavy for one man. Thus, in 1907, as the 

third year was begun, the services of Vicar Lorenz Blankan- 

buchler were secured for the next two years. In addition, 

Outside help was arrenged for such things as singing and 

Plano lessons. However, it soon became MBGERSATy, for an 

additional full time faculty member to be acquired. The 

financial rosponsibility hed hitherto been borne solely by 

the District. In the lisht of this new need, however, Syn-=- 

od, in 1911, voted to pay the salaries of the present pro-= 

fessor as well as any faculty members needed in the future.? 

A second regular professorship was granted in 1911. 

During the years that followed prior to World War I, 

the enrollment steadied around twenty, with all pre-theo= 

NE ADEE EE TED 
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TABLE 20 

Faculty Membors~=-Concordia College 

Portland, Oregon 

Name From To 

Pe We Je Sylwestor 1905 mA 
Le ™. Blankenbuohlor 1907 1909 

1911 1920 
August luelier 1910 1911 
Be He. Brandt 1921 a 
A. 0. Muerbringer 1922 192 
Walter Bownan roo, 19 
Karl Lorong 19 19 
Curtis Stophan 1925 1929 
Lando Otto 19h 192 
Arnold Lutz 1942 19h3 
Carl f. ilits 19h.3 19 Z 
Allon Nauss 19: 19) 
Thomas Soatog 19k or 
Arthur Wahlers 1916 ar 
Re P. F. Ressmeyor 1 19h.8 
Walter Ruble 191 199 
Omar Stuenkel 191.8 1952 
Paul Schulzo 191.9 1950 
Karl Keller 1950 =< 
Alfved Roth 1950 7. 
Donald Lorong 1950 os 
Walter Boss 1951 1995 
Theo. CG. Moocller, die 19. 1952 
Paul Harms 1952 = 
Walter Keller 1952 195. 
Karl Ruts 193° 195), 
George Wellor 19 sae 
liiss Lale Hendorf 195). ey 
Paul Thoilo 1951, 1955 
Richard 0, Reinisch 1955 
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logical students continuing their training at sister insti- 

tutions with Junior Collese departments. The war had not 

noticesble effect on the school at first, but in 1918 only 

one new student enrolled. Appeals were made by both the 

District and the school for more students. In addition, 

the Lutheran Education Society, a district-wide organiza= 

tion, was established in 1919 to further the goals of the 

colleze. ‘The inereased enrollments of the subsequent ten 

years roflect the success of their efforts in this area. 

Lorenz Blankenbuehler had been called as the second 

recular professor in 1911. He remained there until called 

to Concordia College, Ste Paul, Minnesota, in 1920. This 

vacancy was filled with the election of Reve Ee. H. ZSrandt 

that same years In addition, due to the increased enroll- 

ment, student help was secvred from the St. Louis Seminary. 

In 1923 the District turned the entire property, valued at 

thirty thousand dollars, over to the General Synod debt=- 

free. 79 This ineluded the new gymnasiun constructed in 1921. 

That sese year Synod voted them a third professorship; this 

was filled with the calling of Reve Karl Lorenz. 

From 1923 through 1931 the problem of relocation arose. 

It was felt that the present property would not pormit 

sufficient expansione However, in that latter year, it 

was finally recommended that the school remain at its pre- 

  

LOTbids, De 226 

 



  

135 

sent site. Additional dormitory space was urgently needed, 

and funds were voted for this and other. necessities during 

the next years. However, the Fiscal Conference of 1927 

Pequested 9 moratorium on any building operations. Porte 

land's needs wore not considered important enouch to justi- 

fy an expenditure. The same conflict occurred in 1929, end 

this, coupled with the depression, made no funds available. 

4 survey taken that yoar of all the synodical institutions 

revealed the needs of the collegse, but instead of an appro~- 

priation, the recomnendation was put forth to close the 

collese. ‘The appeal of the District memorializing its 

rotention was tabled until the.1935 convention. At that 

time cooler heads were prevailing, and the depression scare 

had somewhat diminished; it was decided to continue the 

School, and while building plans were considered again, 

only the most urgent repairs could actually be undertaken. 

The depression had its effect upon the enrollment, but with 

the improvement of economic conditions and the removal of 

the threat of closure, the situation brightened consider= 

ably as the now decade davmede 

The 191 convention at Fort Wayne, Indiana, appropri- 

ated sixty-five thousand dollars for the construction of 

a new building. Once again these high plans were fpus=- 

trated by a request for a special survey of the trends in 

church work in the Northwest and thoir relation to the ~ 

colleze. While this survey was boing conducted, tho 
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United States was catapulted into war. But an oven more 

shocking bombshell hit the District. The report of this 

survey committee advocated the closing of the schoole In 

& crucial mecting with the Board for Higher Education in- 

St, Louis, the life of the college was saved, and its 

expansion assured through the persuasive efforts of the 

followine men: Reve Erich Eichmann, Secretary of the Board 

of Control of the collece, Fe Sylwester and E. Brandt, 

faculty wombers, as well as President F. i. L. Witz of the 

District, and Reve Me Zazel, a pastor from Idaho represent- 

ing the Districte:= 

The synodical convention of 19h) authorized the funds 

necessary to erect the long-awaited dormitory, In addition, 

the college was granted a portion of the Peace Thank- 

offerins of Synod. This same period brought adminisi-a=-~ 

tive chances. Rev. Carl Nitz was engaged by the District. 

to serve as Doan of the college, and through his efforts a 

great anount of publicity was achieved in the three-state 

area with a consequent growth in enroliment. A fourth reg- 

ular professorship, which was to include the office of Presi- 

dent, was granted by the 19; convention. This position 

was filled in February of 19:6 with the calling of Dre 

Thomas Coates, then Assistant Executive Secretary of the 

Walther Learzue. 

1linsa., pe 17le 
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Ninetesn hundred and forty-six marked the incoption 

of e new era. The cornerstone of the now building was 

laid in November of that year, and the expansion program 

was under vay. Through the succesding years additional 

buildings wore acquired, in 19)8 the Administrative Build- 

Ing, in 1950 the gymeasium, a gift of the District, in 

1951 the Chapel and. Library, in 1953 a Prosident'!s resie 

dence, and in 195) a Dining Hall. But as rapidly as the 

buildings were acquired to accomodate the larger enroll~ 

ment, the number of students increased to the point that 

at present all the available space is filled. Tnis was 

prompted on the one hand by the rojuvonated campus and 

increased District awareness, and on the other by the 

addition of the two years of junior college. The school, 

from its inception, had proposed the full six-year pro- 

gram, abut although it petitioned for this at various 

times, 4% was not until the adoption of the "Portland 

Experinent" that this was accomplished. This plan provi- 

ded for the removal of the first two years of high school 

as the collese years were introduced. However, after the 

first year, opposition arose to this, and the second year 

of college was added without the dropping of the sophomore 

year of high school. Since this time requests have been 

meade for the reintroduction of the freshman year of high 

school, but they have been without avail. 

With the college addition, enrollment had centered 
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around the one hundred marke Of these figures, the great- 

6st numbers are in the fiolds of pre-theological and pre- 
teacher training. Another unfulfilled wish was finally 

realized in the introduction of coeducation on the colloge 

level in September, 195), thus giving tho school ea com- 
plete teacher-training programs 

Under Dr. Coates! leadership e considerable increase 

was also accomplished in the teaching staff. In addition 

to five regular professorships, five instructorships, and 

Seminary assistants, part-time teaching help comprises the 

staff. <A full cultural and athletic program-has been de- 
veloped, and accreditation has been acquired for the h’ch 

School department. Thus, the school, which once could have 
been characterized as Synod's stepschild, has taken its 
rightful productive place in our system of higher education. 

Luthoran Laymens' League 

While the Lutheran Laymen's League came into existence 

shortly after the first World War, it was not until the 

late thirties that local men's clubs in the Northwest affili- 

ated with the national body. The first charter granted 

by the national organization was issued to Zion Lutheran 

Laynen's Loague of Corvallis, Oregon, on November 13, 1939. 

Gradually, additional congregations took out cherters with 

the hope of organizing a district in the Northwest. ‘With 
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the advent of World War II, however, an extensive expan=- 

Sion procrem could hardly heve been undertaken; neverthe- 

less, throush the efforts of Colonel Lawrenco We Meinzon, 

a Lutheran Laymen'ts Loague of Greater Portland, onbracing 

a number of local conrtregations, was established. Through 

the war years, under tho leadership of Dr. Earl Muck, they 

undertook as a special project meoting the needs of ser= 

vice men and women stationed in the area. In this rospect 

they assisted in setting up the Lutheran Service Center 

in Portland. 

However, 1t fell to the state of Washington to have 

the privilege of organizing the first district within the 

national body in the Northwest, The organizational mecte 

ing took place on November 2, 195, at Seattle, with the 

first district convention held at Olympia the following 

year. Through the efforts of energetic membership chair- 

men, 1 acauired third place among the districts in per- 

centage of communicant members enrolled. In addition to 

Sponssorinzs numerous Lutheran Hour rallies and seminars, it 

has meade major contributions in the area of Christian edu- 

cation, specifically through a scholarship program and 

district parish education efforts. This group also has 

brought national recognition to the area, sponsoring the 

convention of the main body at Seattle in 1955. 

Shortly efter the birth of the Washington District, 

the Oregon District was organized in January, 1916, at 
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Zion, Portland. On two occasions they sponsored huge 

Lutheran ‘our rallies eddressed by Dre Walter A. Mailer, 

in Portland, and they have placed the support of that 

radio mission first among their projects. These include, 

enone other thinss, a scholarship program and seminars. 

Idaho joined with Utah in the forming of a district 

in 197. While the initial mombership of this croup was 

small, they nevertheless mdertook many noteworthy pro=- 

jects. Those ineluded preparation of a directory of churches 

in the tro states, a scholarship for Concordia College, 

Portland, and the underwriting of the expenses of a mission 

&t £un Valley, Idano. 

The combined efforts of these consecrated laymen have 

achicved many fruitful results in the Northwest. Their 

Zeal in the support of the expansion program of Concordia 

‘olleze, as well as their backing of numerous mission pro-= 

jects, serve as conerste memorials to the dedicated men of 

Lutheran Women's Missionary League - i 

It is difficult to imagine a church without a Ladies' 

Aid. And so it was that at the first district convention 

& word of thanks for the services of one of these groups 

is already noted. For many years the work of the ladies! 

orpsanizgations remained within thoir own congregations and 

parishes. In addition to providing meals and service for 
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congrozational and district functions, they applied thene 

Selvcs to the other manifold tasks that women performs 

When in 19) Synod approved a memorial recoznizins the 

desives of the women of Synod to organize nationally, this 

led to the formation of the "Federation of Lutheran Women," 

In 19):2 tho original name was changed to "The Lutheran 

Women's Missionary Leagues” The organization of the women 

of the Northwest took place that same year at Trinity, 

Portland, where fifty-two womon, representing twenty-two 

soclotics, adopted the constitution and elected Mrs. George 

Wickles as their first President. The district followed 

the samc geocraphical pattern as the synodical district, 

namely, the states of Washington, Oregon, and Idsho.e 

Two yoars later the district held its first convention 

at Zion, Portland, with seventy-three delozates representing 

Piftye-five societies, in attendance. The fifth anniversary 

brought membership figures of ninty-two socisti.s and al- 

most three thousand members. That same year the Idaho 

socisties vequssted and were granted permission to withdraw 

and form a district with those groups in the state of Uteh. 

Since that time, the district in the two remaining states 

has continually grown and expanded its many projects. 

Among the initial projects undertaken by the District 

was the furnishing of the Northwest District Office in 

Portland, tho contribution of one thousand dollars a year 

toward the support of the circuit rider, and additional
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funds for the provision of deaconess assistance in mission 

fields. 

AG the same timo tho district has contributed to the 

many national programs of the Lutheran Women's Missionary 

League. It also has represontation on the national execu- 

tive council by virtues of the election of Mrs. Selma 

Fischer to the offiee of second vice-president of the main 

5 body. In 1952 it was host to the national convontion-t 

Portland, Truly the local district is fulfilling the motio 

of the body, "Serve the Lord with gladnoss." 

Youthwork in the District 

Luther, in speaking of the future of the church, said, 

"This matter depends above all upon our youth=--if God would 

preserve Tlis Church and Word, it must ba done throush our 

youth." These words did not go unheeded in the Northwest 

District, and the needs: of the youth were aably supplied 

by "Christenlehre" and "Jugendvereine" Of course, in those 

sarly days it was a reletively simple matter, without the 

competition of the automobile and extensive outsiae entor=- 

tainnent, for the church to keep track of its young people. 

World War I, however, brought a major change. The 

emphasis was shifted from German to Enclish.e ‘The boys 

of 1917 camo home from far away places men. The age of 

organization on a national level had besun. In that Light 
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both Oregon and Washington established districts within 

the Walther League in 1921. During those early years 

Idaho united with these groups, but in 1938 it comoined 

with Utah to form a separate body. Among the projects 

of those early years ae the Wheatridge campeign and 

Hospice work. An effort was also mado in 1926 by the Ore- 

gon District to organize a summer camp. This was finally 

accomplished in 1933 in conjunction with a Sunday School 

teachers! sroup. Thus, the way was paved for successive 

summer camp proprams among the districts. In recent years 

the Tutheran Service Volunteer Schools and similar national 

programs are taking predominance. 

The Northwest District itself takes an active part in 

the culdance and counseling of these societies through its 

Younz Peoples! Board. This was esteblished at the 1929 

convention. ‘The President was to appoint a Board for 

Youth Work, consisting of six or more members: ©one pastor, 

one teacher, and one Layman from both Washington and Ore= 

gon, as well as one or more representatives from Idaho to 

be chosen by these men,>" Since the inauguration of the 

Board of Director's form of administration, this group 

has been reduced in size and is a rocular committee of 

that body, guiding and providing counsel for youth work 

throuzhout the district. 

oo 

12" Overon-\ashington District” Proceedings of the Twen- 
tieth Convention (St. Louis: Concordia Publishing House, - 
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Work Among The Deaf 

The first work among the deaf on tho Pacific coast 

by the Missouri Synod began in the fall of 191), when Rev. 

Ne F. Jensen was called to serve the entire field. He 

made his headquarters in San Diego, California, and each 

month traveled over tho entire region, a trip of some 

five thousand miles. +3 In 1917 the Northwest received 

fonery, Reve Ge We Gaertner, who resided in [>
 

cr
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Seattle and served that area and Oregon, specifically, 

Portland and the State Institution at Salem. In 1919 

Rev. J. Beyer came to Portland as the first resident deaf 

pastor. ie left, however, in 1923, and the field was once 

more served from Seattle, ‘ith a re-evaluation of the 

stations, three mon served the District area the next 

year, residing in Seattle, for the Western Washington re- 

gions, Portland, for the Oregon area, and Spokane, for 

Eastern Washington and all of Idaho. The situation re- 

mains the seme today, with those cities serving as head= 

Quarters for the worke 

Typical of the mission potentialities and gratitude 

with which this work is received is the following corment 

  

13s4mon, Martin Pe» Missouri. Lutherans in Oregon 

(Unpublished manuscript on fiie in Archives of orthvwest 
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of Rev. M. Eichman, for many years deaf missionary in 

Portland: 

Nowhere in ony state 1s there a field which is 
situated so conveniently, and where the Word of 
God has mee with such ready response, as in 
Portland, +4 

At the present timo the work in the district is being 

handled by Rev. John A. Boyer in Seattle, Rev. As Le 

Hauptman in Spokane, and Reve George Ring in Portland. 

These mon serve ten stetionse 

Colored Mission Work 

The work among the Negro in the Pacific Northwest 

has not béen too extensive, due in the main to a lack of 

concentrated population area of that rece. The concern : 

of the Missourl Synod for this work, however, was present 

from the beginning. Already in 1901 Rev. He C. Ebeling was 

nened repressntative of the District for the work of Negro 

missions, and sach yoar he presented the cause of the Gen- 

sral Board at the Conventions and throughout the district.!> 

With the steady increase in industrialization, thoush, the 

hesro coununities have developed in the urban areas. As-= 

Similation into the local congregation has been the policy 

as is the case in Portland, whore Trinity congregation, 

Seams wee ae, 

  

hthid., pe 62s 

15oregon-Washington District, Synodal-Sericht, 1901. 
(St. Louis: Concordia Publishing House, L901), De 3le 

  
 



      

0 $—_; —_ 

1h6 

Situated in a fringe area, has several families among 

its menborship. Good Shepherd congregation of Seattle 

Was ostablished in 1950 as en interracial mission in 

the downtown aros. Purchasing the old church building 

of Trinity, the Wission Board Inaugurated the first 

work in the district specifically almed at the negro 

SToup. Under the leadership of Rev. George Derwig a ' 

flourishins con spegation has developed. ' 

University and Student Work 

Althouch it was not until 1953 that the District 

fcquired its first full time Student Pastor, Rev. F. 

Sertling, who serves the campuses of Washington State 

Ollese and tho University of Idaho, the neighboring a
 

pastors have undertaken the work with much success. 

P. Harting of Philomath, Oregon, serves Oregon State 

Gollese, and Rev. W. Maier of Eugene, Oregon, works 

With the University of Oreson group. The University 

of Washington 1s served by Reve A. Hillmenn, and Olym- 

Pic Junior College is handled by Rev. ©. Schramm. 

While it would be a distinct advantage to have pas-= 

tors worline full time at these places, the present situ- 

ation, nevertheless, offers a full range of social and 

relicious activities for the Lutheran student. Gamma St ale 

Delta, the Lutheran Student group, as well as partici= 
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Pation in the netivities of tho local congregation, 

offers a well-roundod social and spiritual programe 

Institutional Work 

7¢@ have seen already in Chapter IV, institutional 

work had been an oarly coneern of the district. In those 

y years, however, the burden of the work had to remain 

tional Missionary for Oregon, centering his efforts at 

where the majority of the state institutions are 

located, ‘The Seattle region 1s served by Reve i. Ge 

“elss. eside these two full time missionaries, many 

other hoapitals and sanatoria in the district are served 

Work in the field of child welfere has also been 

undertaken in Seattle through the Associated Lutheran 

Welfare Azency.e This agenay offers services to families 

&S well as condueting a children's homes Reve Re Span- & oe
 

haus supervises the works 

Conclusion 

Through the various media presented in this chapter 

the district brings to all people in the Northwest the 

ministry of sducation and service as well as the comfort 
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of the Cross. ‘Truly this cross stands at the side of the 

road, welcoming sll who pass by to join in worship. and 

praise, siving and receiving, that the message of the 

Gospel be mado known te all in the Korthweste 

 



Aberdeen 
Ashton 
Blackfoot 
Boise 
Boise 
Bonners Ferry 
Buhl 
Buhl 
Burley 
Caldwoll 
Eden 
Emmett 
Filer 
Glenns Ferry 
Gooding 
Grangeville 
Homedale 
Idaho Fails 
Jerome 
Ksuntain Home 
Nampa 
New Plymouth 
Perna 
Poertc lo 
Rupert 
Salmon 
Twin Falls 
Wallace 
Weiser 
Wendell 

  
OREGON 

Albany 
Ashland 

APPENDIX A 

Gongrogations of tho District 

Date Organized 

1926 

1935 

193. 
190 

Name 

Anchorage 

Ste John 

St. Paul 
Zion 

St. Paul 

Immanuel 

Ste John 

Trinity 

Zion 

Grace 

Prinity 
Our Redeemer 

Calvary 
Trinity 
Calvary 

Ste John 

Ste Paul 

Zion 

Tnmanuel 
Typinity 
Grace 

trinity 

Immanuel 

Bethany 
Goncordia 

Christ 

Immanuel 
Grace



Place 

Beaverton 
Bend 
Boardman 
Pookings 

Burns = 
Condon 
Coos Bay 
Cornelius 

Cornelius 
Corvallis 
Cottase Grove 
Enterprise 
Eugene 
Forest Grove 
Gold Beach 
Grants Pass 
Grass Valley 
Gresham 
Hermiston 
Hillsboro 
Hood River 
John Day 
Klanath Falls 
Lakeview 
Lebanon 
Marion 
NeMinnville 
Medford 
Milton 
MLivaulkeo 
Molalla 
Mount Angel 
Myrtle Creek 
Myrtle Point 
Newport 
North Bend 
Oak Grove 
Oakridge 
Oceanleake 
Ontario 
Oregon City 
Pendleton 
Philomath 
Portland 
Portland 
Portland 
Portland 

Portland 
Portland 
Portland 
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Date Organized 

1 1388 
1529 
i832 

Name 

Pilsrin 
Trinity 

First 

Calvary 
St. Peter 
Zion 
Zion 
Trinity 
Grace 
Grace 
lit. Olive 

Ste Paul 

Redsemer 
Bothlehen 
Trinity 
Immanuel 

Zion 

Bethlehem 
Mt. Calvary 
st. John 
St. Peter 
Galvary 
Beautiful Savior 
Grace 
Trinity 
St. Matthew 

All Nations 
Grace 
Concordia 
Ste Luke 

Oceanlake 
Pilgrim 
Trinity 

Peace 
Calvary 

‘ Good Shepherd 
Holy Cross 
Holy Sacraments 
Hope 
Immanuel 
Our Savior  



Place 

Portland 
Portland 
ortland 

Portland 
Pinceton 
Xedinond 
Reedsport 
98eburg 

St. Helena 
Salem 

Salem 
Sandy 
Scanoose 
Seaside 
Senoca 
Sheridan 
Sherwood 
Sprincficld 
Sutherlin 
Sweet Homo 
The Dalles 
Tillamook 
Tolédo 
Westfir 

WASHINGTON 

Aberdeen 
Auburn 
Bellevue 
Bellinghan 
Bingen 
Bremerton 
Chehalis 
Coulee City 
Dayton 
Endicott 
Everett 
Grand Coulee 
Hartline 
Kennewick 
Kirkland 
Klickitat 
Lamona 
Loneview 
Marlin 
Nolson 
Monroe 
Moses Leke 
Mount Vernon 
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Date Organized 

1a 
1 de 
1831 

1951 

1936 
197 
1899 

1907 
1943 
1950 

Ste John 

St. Michael 

Trinity 
Zion 

Faith 

Ste Peul 

Calvary 
St. John 

Immanuel 
Grace 
Faith 

Trinity 
Ste Paul 

Hops 
Ste Jgonn 

Bethol 
Faith 
Redeemer 
St. Mark 
ste Luke 

Galvary 
Zion 
Pilgrim 
Trinity 
Our Savior 
Memorial 
Peace 
Bethel 
Redeemer 
Zion 
Immanuel 
Zion 
Victory 
Bethlehem 
Ste Paul 
Grace 
Zion 
Grace 
Salen 

Peace 
Grace 
Trinity 

 



  

Place 

North Richland 
Odessa 
Olympia 
Ors,itle 
Pasco 
Port Angeles 
Port Orcherd 
Port Townsand 
Prosser 
Pullman 
Puyallup 
Ropublic 
Richland 
Seattle 
Seattle 
Seattlo 
Seattle 
Seattle 
Seattle 
Seattle 
Seattle 
Seattle 
Seattle 
Seattle 
Seattle 
Seattle 
Seattle 
Seattle 
Sequim 
Shelton 
Snohomish 
Spokane 
Spokane 
Spokane 
Spokane 
Spokane 
Spokane 
Sunnyside 
Tacoma 
Tacoma 
Tacoma 
Tacoma 
Tonasket 
Tonasket (Havillah) 
Vancouver 
Vancouver 
Veradale 
Walla Walla 
Wapato 
Washougal 
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Date Organized 

1902 
1908 

Namo 

Bethel 
Immanuel 
Trinity 
Faith 

St. Matthow 
Bethany 
Grace 
Messiah 
University 
Imnanuel 

Redeemer 
Ate... ent 
Boacon 
Bethlehen 
Calvary 
Good Shepherd 
Holy Cross 
-Hope 
Meliicken Hts. 
Messiah 
Mte Olive 
Northgate 
Our Redeemer 
Our Savior 
Trinity 
Zion 
Ste Matthew 
Mt. Olive 
Zion 
Faith 
Holy Cross 

Pilgrin 
Redeerer 
St. John 
Calvary 
Calvery 
Good Shepherd 
Grace 
Zion 
Hope 
Immanuel 
Homorial 
St. John 

Hope 
Trinity 
Hope 
St. Matthew 
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Place Date Organized _ ‘Name 

Wenatchoo 
r, 

1 1 
Ste P aul 

eine? Salmon 1953 Our Savior 

vicio. 
1905 St. Peter 

Ver fenr texime 1902 Bethlehen 

  

 



  

APPENDIX B 

Christian Day Schools in District® 

Place - Name No. or Tehrs. 

IDAHO 

Buhl St. Jom 2 
Buhl Trinity i 

Eden Trinity 
Twin Falls Memorial 

OREGON 

Gornelius Zion 1 
Corvallis Zion 2 
Oregon City Trinity 2 
Portland Martin Luther 2 
Portland Trinity h 
Sandy Twaenuel i 
Sherwood Ste Paul 1 

WASHINGTON 

Kennewick Bethlehem k 

Seattle Concordia 3 
Shelton Mt. Olive 1 
Snohomish Zion 2 
Spokane Central 2 
Spolzane Redeener 3 
Tacoma Concordia 2 

Vencouver st. John 

  

: District 
Schools active at present tine in the 

with the number of teachers drawn from the 1955 Lutheran 

Annual. 
~



  

APPENDIX G 

Summary of Californiae-Oregon District Conventions 

lst Convention: September, 1887. 
St. Paulus, San Francisco 
“8Sayist: Je ie Buehler 
Topics Kirchongemeinschaft 
Officers: Prese: Je Ife Buehler; Vice Preses Gs Runkel; 

Seces de He Thoisz3; Trease: Je He Hargens 
Synodical Reprosentatives Prese He CG. Schwan 

and Convention: January, 1689. 
St. Paulus, San Francisco 
Sssayists J. M. Buehler 
+opic: Den rechton seligen Gebrauch der heiligen 
E Schrift. 
Syhodical Represontatives Prese He Ce Schwan 

3rd Convention: January, 1891. 
Ste Paulus, San Francisco 
Ussayist: J. M. Buohler 
Topic: Die Aufgabe der christlichen Kirche dem 

Materialismus der Zeit gegoniiber. 
Officers: Prose: Je Me Buehlers Vice Prese: Gs. Runkel; 

Soce: de He Theisz3 Trease: Je He Hargons 
Synodical Represontatives Prese H. C. Schwan 

hth Conventions January, 1892. 
Ste Paulus, San Francisco 
Esseyist: J. M. Buehler 
Topic: Was ist gum Aufbau unserer Kirche an dieser 

Kiste erforderlich? 
Synodical Representative: Wonoe 

5th Gonvention: April, 169):.. 
ion, Oalland, California 
Essayist: J. Me. Buehler 
Topics Das Moralgsesetz 

Je Me Buehlors Vice Prese: Ge Runiels Officers: Prese: 
Seces Je He Thoiszs Trease: J. He Hargons 

Synodical Ropresentatives Pres. He Ce Schwan 

6th Convention: Juno, 1895. 
St. Paulus, Sen Francisco 
Bssayist: Je Me Buehler 
Topie: Thesen fiber das Evangelium 
Synodical Representatives Nonee
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7th Convention: July, 1897- 
Zion, Oakland, California 
“ssayist: J. HM, Buehler 
pene: Der Alleinsoligmachende Glaube 
fficers: Prese: Je Me Buehler; Vice Frese: Ge Runkel; 

Soce: Je He Theisz; Trease? Je H. Heargens 

Synodical Representative: Pres. He Ge Schwan 

8th Convention: July, 1898. 
Ste Paulus, San Francisco 
Essayist: J. Me Buehler 
Topic: Unser Glaube en die ewige Gottheit Jesu 

Christi dem Wankelmuth unserer Zeit gegen= 

iiber auf dem Gebiet der Religion. 

Synodical Representatives: Hone. 

THIS WAS THE LAST CONVENTION OF THE GALIFORNIA*-OREGON 

DISTRICT. 

  

 



  
APPENDIX D 

Sumeary of Northwest District Conventions 

ist Convention: Aucust, 1899. 
“ion, Portland, Oregon 
Essayist: Je» li, Buehler 
“opie: Die Ausbreitung des Reiches Gottes die H8chste 

une xBstiicnste Aufgabe der rechtgl. ove luth. 
; 2@COGe 

OfTicers: Prese: HetA, Co Pauls VePe: We He Bohrenss 
Soce: T.*Fleckensteins Treas.: George 
Beioersdorfere 

Synodical Representatives Prese Fe Pieper 

2nd Convention: May, 1901. 
Trinity, Portland, Oregon 
issayist: We Ase Ce Paul 
Toole: Schriftgemiisze Lehro von der Bekehrunge 
Synodical Representatives Prese F. Pieper 

3rd Conventions July, 1903. 
Cornelius, Oregon 
Essayist: He Bohl. Topics: Vollkommene Hoilicung. 
Essayist: He Ce Ebeling. Topics: Hausgottesdienst. 
Officers: Preses: We Luessenhops Ve Pe: We He Behrens; 

2nd VePes He Ae Ca Pouls Soce: Ae Spleiss; 
Trease: Ge Boiorsdorfer. 

Synodical Representative: Prese Ff. Pieper 

hth Gonvention: July, 190). - Zion, Snohomish, Washington 
Essayists We Luessenhop 
Topic: Heilszewissheit 
Synodical Representative: Vice Presse Pe Brand 

5th Gonvention: duly, 1906. 
Ste Paul, Sherwood, Oregon 
Essayist: W. Luessenhop 
Topic: Heilsewisgzheit (cont'd) 
Officers: Prose: We He Behrens; Ve Pes Le Stuebo; 

2nd VePe: He Bohls Soces A. Spleiss; 
Trease: Ge Boiersdorfer. 

Synodical Representatives Vice Prese Ce C. Schmidt
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6th Convention: Juno, 1907. 

Zion, Portland, Oregon 
Essayist: We Luessonhop 
Topics Heilsgewiszhoit (cont'd) 
Synodical Representative: Vice Prese Ce Ge Schmidt 

7th Convention: July, 1909. 
Zion, Tacoma, Washington 
aSSayist: We Luessenhop 
Topic: Heilsgewiszheit (cont'd) 
Officers: Presse: Le Stuebo$ VePes He Bohlg 

2nd VePet de Ae Rimbach; Sece: Ae Spleisss; 
Trease: Ge Boiersdorfor. 

Synodical Representatives Prese ™. Pfotenhauer 

8th Convention: July, 1910. 
Teinity, Portland, Oregon 
Easayist: J. Ae Rimbach 
Topic: Dasgz die Bibel Gottes Wort und als solchas 

Zu gebrauchen iste 
Synodical Representatives: Vice Prose J. Strasen 

9th Convention: June, 1912. 
Trinity, Seattle, Washington 
Essayist: IF. Schoknecht 
Topie: Die Gnadermittel 
Tficers: Prose: Te Stucbos VePet Je Ae Rimbach; 

2nd Vere: Fe Schoknecht3; Sece: A. Spleisss; 
Treases Ae Ke Engel 

Synodical Representative: Vice Pres. Je Hilgendorf 

LOth Convention: July, 1913. 
Cornelius, Oregon 
Essayists O. Fedder 
Topic: Des Christentum in seiner etaeticung. 
Synodical Representative: Vice Pros. J. We. Hiller 

llth Convention: July, 1915. 
Zion, Snohomish, Washington 
Essayist: We Jansson 
Topic: Jesus Christus unser Heileand nach John I. 
Officers: Prese: Le Stuehos VePes Je Ae Rimbach; 

2nd VePe: Fe. Schoknecht; Sece: A. Spleigs; 
Treases As Ks Engel 

Synodical Representative: Pres.e F. Pfotenhauer 

léth Convention: June, 1916. : 
Trinity, Portland, Oregon ' 
Essayist: We Janssen 
Topics 
Synodical Representative: 

Jesus Christus unser Heiland nach John I (cont'd) 
Vice Pres. H. Speckard 
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13th 

Lith 

15th 

16th 

17th 

18th 
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Convention: July, 1918. 
Zion, Tacoma, Washington 
Hssayists Je. A. Rimbach 
Topic: Our Faith as confessed in the Croed. 
Officers: Prose: Je As Rimbachs VePe:. Fe Schoknechts 

2nd VePe: We. Janssens SeGe: O. Fedder; 
Troase: Ae-Ke Engele ; 

Synodical Representative: Vice Prose Fe Brande 

Convention: July, 1919. 
Zion, Portland, Oregon 
Essayist: L. Stuebe . 
Topic: Die erste Christengemeinde zu Jerusalem ein 

Vorbild flir unsere heutizen Gemeinden. 
Synodical Ropresontative: Vice Prese J. Hilvendorf 

Convention: July, 1921. 
Trinity, Seattle, Washington 
Sssayist: Le Stuebe 
Topics Die erste Christengemoinde zu Jerusalem ein 

Vorbild fir unsere heutigen Gomeinden 
Officers: Presses We Janssong VePe: Ce Je Boyerloin; 

2nd VePe: de Ae Rimbachs Sece: F. Zohes 
Troasa: A. Ke Engel. 

Synodical Representatives Vice Prose Ge A. Bornthal 

Convention: July, 1922. 
Salem, Oregon - - 
Essayist: Profs Je He Ce Fritz 
Topic: Drei wichtige Fragen fiir die. Kirche der 

Jetztzeit Loge, Begrdbnis, Kirchonzucht. 
Synodical Representative: Prose I". Pfotenhauor. 

Gonventions . July, 192)p. 
Ste. John, Spokane, Washington 
Essayists Dv. Fe Pieper ig sie 
Topic: Einige Sdtze tiber den Unionismus. 
Officers: Presses We Janssens VePes Je Ae Rimbachs 

2nd VePe: Ce Je Bayorloins German Sece: 
FP. Zehes English Sece: He Ce. Schulze 3 
Trease: Ae Ke Engel. 

Synodical Represontative: Vico Prose Ce F. Diets 

Convention: Juno, 1925.-: 
Cornelius, Oregon 
Essayist: C. Je Beyerlein 

The Christian Day School an Excellent 
Missionary Institution 

Synodical Representative: 

Topics 

Vice Prese Ge Ae Bornthal 
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19th 

20th 

22nd 

23rd 

Officers: Prese: We Janssens VePe: 
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Convention: June, 1927. 
Zion, Snohomish, Washington 
issayist: M. C. Knuth 
Topic: Wie erziehn wir unsere Christen zur 

Liebosthatiskeit 
Officers: Prose: We Janssens VePe: Je Ae Rimbach; 

2nd VeP.: Fe lie Le Nitzs German Sece: 
¥. Zehes English Sece: P. Hilgendorfs 

4 Troase: Ae Ke Engel 
Synodical Represontative: Presse F. Pfotenhauer 

Conventions: Juno, 1928. 
Trinity, Portland, Oregon 
Essayist: Feo Me Le Nits 
“Opic: Vam Boruf ins Predigamt 
Synodical Representatives Vice Prese Fr. J. Lankenau 

Convention: June, 1930. 
Zion, Tacoma, Washingtone 
Sssaylst: He He Koppelmann Topic: The Propor Re- 

lation between the Local Congregation and 
the Synod. 

Essayist: J, A. Rimbach Topic: Die Augsburgische 
Confession in ihrer Bedeutung fiir die 
Gegenwart. 

Officers: Prese: We Janssen; VeP.s: Je A. Rimbachs 
2nd VsPes Fe Me Le Nitzs Sece: FF. Zehes 
Asste: P. Hilgendorfs; ‘Treas.: A. Ke. Engol 

Synodical Representative: Vice Pres. F. Randt 

Gonvention: dune, 1931. 
4ion, Portland, Oregon , ; 
Essayist: He He Engelbrecht Topics Tho Missionary 

Activities as Recorded in Acts Models for 
Present Day Mission Work 

Essayist: J. Ae Rimbach Topic: Die Augsburgische 
Gonfoession in ihrer Bedeutung fiir die 
Gegenwart 

Synodical Representative: Vice Pres. J. We Behnken 

Convention: June, 1933. 
Trinity, Hillsboro, Oregon 
Essayist: He He Engelbrecht 
Topic: The Missionary Activities as Recorded in Acts 

Models for Present Day Mission Work (cont'd) 
FP. My Le Witzs 

2nd VeP.: P. Schaus3 Seces P. Hilgendorfs 
é Asst.: F. Zehes Trease: A. K. Engel 

Synodical Reprcsentatives Vice Prese Hs Grueber 

 



  

2th 

25th 

26th 

27th 

28th 

29th 
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Convention: June, 193). 
trinity, Seattle, Washington 
Essayist: He We Gross Topic: The First Commandment 

Je Gihring Topics The Second Commanduent 
Synodical Representative: Vice Pres. F. Rendt 

Convention: June, 1936. : : Ste Paul, Yakima, Washington 
The Third Commandment Essayists: He Brockmann Topic: 

He. Mosserli Topic: The Fourth Commandment 
He. Ee Ebeling Topics The Fifth Commandment 

Officers: Preset Fe Me Le Nitzs VePes Pe Schaus; 
2nd V.P.e: We Janssens Seces: P. Hilzendorfs 
Asstes FF, Zehe3; Trease: A. Ke Mngel 

Synodical Representative; Vice Pres. *. J. Lankenau 

Convention: June, 1937. 
Trinity, Portland, Oroagon 
Essayists P. Schmidt Topics: Tho Sixth Commandment 

ie A. Kehle Topic: The Seventh Commandment 
Synodical Representative: Vice Pres, Karl Kretzschmar 

Gonvention: dune, 1939. 
Zion, Snohomish, Washington 
Essayist: Dre We Arndt 
Topic: Walther.on the Position of tho Lutheran Chur 

toward the Scriptures 2 : 
Officers: Prose: Fe Me Le Nita; VePe: Ee Eichmann; 

2nd VeP.: P. Schauss Sece: Re Rimbachs 
Asste: FF. Zehes Treas.: Ae K. Engel 

Synodical Representative: Vice Prese Fe J. Lankenau 

Convention: June, 1910. . 
Zion, Tacoma, Washington E 
Essayist: P. Schaus Topic: The Sighth Commandment 

K. Loreng Topic: The Ninth and Tenth 
Commandments 

We Fa Dannenfeldt Topic: The Resurrection 
of Christ and the 
Life of the Church 

Synodical Representatives Vice Pres. Herman Harms — 

Convention:. Juno, 1912. 
Immanuel, Albeny, Oregon 5 
Essayist: Ge Fe Schmidt Topic: Stewardship of Time 

. and Talents. 
tT, Braclkmann Topics: Office of tho Keys 
Prese: FP. Me Le Nitzs YVePet He Hichmann; 
2nd VeP.: Ge Schmidt; Sec.:. R. Rimbachs 
Asste: Ve Schulzo3 Trease: A. Ke Engel 

Synodical Representative: Vice Pros. Arthur Brunn 

Officers:



  

30th 

31st 

32nd 

3hth 

35th 
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Convention: June, 19)3. 
Redeomer, Dishman, Washington 
Essayist: H, J. Boettcher 
Topics A Purposeful and Planned Parish Program of 

Christian Education 
Synodical Representative: Vice Prese Ge C. Berth 

Convention: June, 1915. 
Bethlohem, Yakima, Washington ‘ 
Essayist: TH. We Gross Topic: The tiey Testament Con- 

cept of the Kingdom 
He Messorli Topic: Molchizedelk 
We Janssen Topic: The Abundant Life of 

the Christian 
Officers: Prose: F. Me Le Nitzs VePe: C. H. Bonsenes 

2nd VePes: Ge Schmidt; Sece: R. Rimbach; 
Treages Ase Ke Engel 

Synodical Representative: Vico Press H. Grueber 

Convention: June, 19.66. 
Trinity, Portland, Oregon 
Essayist: Dre A. EH. Rehwinkel 
Topic: The Deluge 
Synodieal Representative: Vice Prese F. Herwig 

Convention: June, 1916. 
Zion, Snohomish, Washington 
Essayist: Dr. Re Caommoror 
Topic: The Church in the World ; 
Officers: Pres.: Ce He Bensenes VeP.e: The Brackmanns 

2nd VePe: Acs We Scholps Seces: Ve Schulze; 
Trease: Ae Ke Engel 

Synodical Represontative: Vice Pres. We Lichtsinn 

Convention: June, 1919. 
Zion, Portland, Oregon 
Essayist: Dr. Theo. Hoyer 
fopies The Moans of Grace 
Synodical Representative: Prese Je We Behnicon 

Convention: June, 1951. 
Trinity, Seattle, Washinston 
Essayist: Dr. Fe Ee Mayer 
Topics - Man's Wi1l1L in Bondage and Freedom 

Th. Bracimnanns Officers: Prese: Cs He Bensenos VePe? 
2nd VePes A. We Schelps Secs: Ve Schulze; 
Asste: Ve Bryant; Troase: A. Ke Engel 

Synodical Representative: Vice Prese A. He. Grumm
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36th 

37th 
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Convention: June, 1952. 
Concordia Collo;e, Portland, Orogon 
Essayist: Thoo. Brackmann 
Topic: The Doctrine of the Priesthood of tho Believers 

and the Enlistment and Training of ths Laity 
Synodical Representative: Prose J. We Behnken 

Convention: June, 195i. - 
Concordia Colleze, Portland, Oregon 
Essayist: Dre A. Schwermann 
Topics: The Last Things 
Officers: Prose: Ce He Bensenos VePet Ee. Jacechs 

2nd VePes: The Brackmanns Sece: V. Schulzo; 
Trease: Ae Ke Engel : 

Synodical Represontative: Prese Je We Behnken
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