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Succoas. A3 he was of sound bodily health,

anﬁ a? iydef?tigaylo foikar, he 8uld aqulte

rojularly cover his larpe field,
His field was lavrpe indoed, and the necd for additional
men was evor pregsnt,

Bushlor went east to the Synodleal convention in 188k
and again put forth pleas for more wmen on tho coast. o
help was lmmodiately forthcoming, but another Pastor,
doritz Claus, had come to Oragzon to regaln his hesalth in
1885, He was to become the sscond resular pastor in the
area in two yoars. At about this time also (1385-86), a
pastoral conference was formed, called alternately the
Callfornla Concordia Confercncse or the Pacific Conference.
The men in Orepon were inecluded with Buehler sorving as
1tas first chmirman.37 The distances involved in such a
"local" arrancemcnt were tremendous, much less the dise
trict conneetions (Western - Ste Louis), and realizing
thls, the Wostern District Convention of 1835 urpged by
resolutbtlon that the arca form its own district,

The Delesate Synod met at Fort Wayne in 1887, Rev.
Je He Thaiss of Alemeda, Callifornie, attended as the
coast reprecsontative, and after prosenting an appeal for
more men, was _iven official cncouragement for the forming

of & separate district. Upon his return the St. Paulus

36Kosahe, M. C., Economic Devclopment and Ghurch
Histor gg_gn; Paci%ic Worthweat (Unpublished paper in
Erchives of Northwost District, Portland, 1949), pe 7.

37$u01f1 e CPe ..E.'LE" De 580
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congrogation callod on all the congresations on the

Pacific coast to assemble at San Frencisco for the purposs

of district organization. On September 21, 10837, this was
accomplished under the leadership of Dr. He Ce Schwan,
Preaident of Synod, TIour congregations, four votinz pastors,

five advisory pastors, and two teachers constituted the

first rostor of this now synodical district. Buchler was
elected presidsnt of the Distrliet as well as chairman of
the Mission Board.>”

Orepon formed the northern confercnce of the district.

Early In 1387 M. Claus had regained his health sufficile }
ently Lo serve the church and was celled to the Sherwood-
Cornglius field, In sddition Fr. Selle, a candidate, was
ealled iunto the easteorn area of WashingtonFOregbn witn
Pendleton, Orogon, as his headquarters., Both Claus and
Doering attended the founding session of the district,
Selle being unable to because of illness.39 Doeoring
worked as o Relseprediger, using rortland as his heade
aquartesrs, Pras&eccs wers looking up for the new Distriect
and its Northern conlersnco.

While Dooring had besun his work in Portland and

Preached there first, the work among the settlements west

' 38Hanaen. "Jacob M. Buschler,” ope. cit., p. 96.
3%sueifiow, op. cite., pe 58,
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and downstatec took up the groater portion of his time,
However, hoe bezan to conduct regular afternoon services
in Portland whlle serving Sherwood and Blooming, and in
1885 he feit the proup had sufficiont strensth to orpanize,
Thls was nccomplished in January of 1886 with ten votors
signing e constitution. Thus, Zion Bvangelical Lautheran
Church came into being. Immediately thouszht was turned to
constructing a church building, for althouzh aftsrnoon
servicos were still being held, the ronted site was not
adequetes After five years a building was consbtructaed
and dedicated,

Almost immediately aftor the founding of the new

district, howaver, tragedy struck in the continued illness

-

of Sello. Ilo was compslled to travel east in 1388 for
botter medical care and died cenroute. Thus, the promising
mission ficlds in sastern Orogon suffercd--a condition
which has persisted to this prassnt day. To rollieve this
need, President Suechler came up to Oregon in 1539 to take
a first hand look at the situation, with a view to calling
another mon into the Westorn Oregon area., The previous
yoar (1583) J. H. Thelss had traveled through the area to
report to the mission board of the actlivity there. Candl-
date J, Shlen of the Seminary was called to serve this
arca. Arriving in California that year, he was ordained

by Buchler in St. Paulus end then went north to serve in

the Castern area of the field.
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leanwhilec, Bhlen, leaving Idaho for California for
rzasons of health, stoppsd in Tacoma, Washington, =n route,.
Althousgh it was cvident thet he had not intended %o remalin,
on June 1, 1390, he preached to a small group of Lutherans
there and after the service nine men remained to orgenize
and adopt a constitution for Zion Lutheran Church of that
city. The following Sunday officers were slected and the
decision to call a mnﬂ was reached, Candidate H. Haserodt
was called and accopted, being ordained in St. Paulus, San
Francisco, by Buehler in September, The next month he
arrived, after also exanining the Seattle arca for mission

D11

=

noss

ticse. ©hlen, meanwhile, continued to California,
wes installed at Fresno, and died shortly thorsafter.
Thus, a man thoy had hoped to gain for the work in Zastern
Oregon sgain was called home by the Lord, but his ground
work paved the way for the first resident lilssouri Synod
pastor in the Puget Sound area.ho
Thus, notwithstanding the additions to the field, the
total number remained almost constant.e Claus had left the
Sherwood-Blooming field to mo to California, and H. A. C.

Paul had bean called to replaco him, In addition, J« Ve

Theiss had accepted the call to ssrve a new congresation

LO*Pirtisth Anniversary Booklet, Zion Evangslical
Lutheran Church, Tacoma, Washingzton" (on file at Concordia
Historical Institute, S5t. Louis, 1940).
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Doering had started in Portland, This parish lay on the
east side of the Willamette River, in what was called
Albina., Daering bagan his work thers in 1888, althoush
1t eppears that a man by the name of Dietrich--an inde-
pendent--had sorved amonz thess pesople for a year or so
previously, With ths arrival in 1889 of Theiss, the
congragation ran into scme dirfficulties and & group withe
drew, However, by the followinz fall, the group and
Theiss wers in a position to buy the church building from
thosz who had remained, and the actual organization of
Irinlty, Portland, took place in December of 1890,

In the meantime, Haserodt of Tacoma explorad the
territory wide about him, preaching in Seattle, Everett,
Snohomish, Contralia, Chohalls, and other places. Since
Zhlen had been foreced to leave the Eastern Oregon area
becauvse of his poor health, Candidato M. Baade, who was
ordained by Buchler in 1890 at St. Paulus for work in the
Sacramento areaz, went instoad to the Puget Sound region,
there initiating work in Scattle and organizing Trinity
ehurch in 1890,

Thus, the work of the district was oxpanding. The

third convention (the second hed been held in 1359 at

hl"HiTh-SpObS in the History of Orogon and Washington
District™ {1933). Mimcosrephed booklet on fils at Concordia

Historical Institute, Ste. “ouls,
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St. Paulus with Dushlor as casaylist and Schwan represcnting
Synod) found merked improvement in the supply sltuation,
althoush hardly cnough for the need. The year 1390 saw the
Hortharn conferonce consisting of soven pastors. /-T'nis
small numbor brought about a continual shiftinz of forces
to moet nesds from place 4o places The economlc condi=
tions which were =rippins tho nation during the cnd of
Harrison's presidency and inception of Cleveland, also
reached out into tho Northwest, and many prouising settlee

., - - - - - b.
ments had to be abandoned %o meet changing con.ditiona.'2

Riljphteen hundred and nlnety-one brought only one
additional man o the Northwast, Ce. J. Heuer, who took up
work In castorn Orcgzon, serving Psndloton and Warren.
Southern Oroczon had roceivad a man to work in two parishos,
lits Angel and Salem which Doorinzg had been sorving on a
sporedic basis. Go Heyer was ordainod and installed by
Doering for this work in 1890. An industrious worker, he
alnost immadiatsly orpanized & school and explored further
south into tho Crant's Pass and liedford area where he
Yozan holding services. While M., Angsl was his home bass,
Meyer succeeded in esteblishing a solid organization in
Medford, so that ths following year, Candidate J. He. Witte

was ordained by Buehler and sent to that area, in addltion

l'aKOﬂGh.e. OD. Oiblp Do 3.
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to serving the other towns to tho south which Moyer had
explored,
However, Sherwood falt strong cnough to call a man of

1ts ovn (prior to this Paul had beon serving it from

Blooming), and Houor left the Hastern Oregon arca in response

to that call, Witte, in turn, was called to raplace Theiss
in Portland who was forcod to resign becauss of a throsat
conditions Thus, once more two growing arcas were left
wlthout men to serve them so that established congrega=-
tlons micht be served; this tragic condltilon provailed

to the degree thab both arcas (southern end castern

Oregon) have suffered to this prosent day.

A replacemont for eastorn work at Endicott, Washing-
ton, was found in Candidate F. Schoknecht, who 1n 1892 took
up the work scattered about the entire arcas. This work at
Endicott proved frultful, developing into a fairly stable
congrogation and replacing Warren and Pendleton as the
center of the work in ths eastern part of the district.

At the distrlct convention of that yeer (the fourth convon-
tion), =
to make a doterained effort to survey more freguently the
northern ficlds The difficulty of this was becoming

inercasingly evident, and agitation was being made for a
soparate district organlzation. lon had beon coming into

the district, but at a dribble, and rapid changss made the

ain in San Franclsco at St. Paulus, Ducshlor planncd
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problom of scrving such 2 wide ares inersasingly difficult.
When i1t 1s considored that tho area Buchler had to survey
stretehed from northern o southorn boundary of the Unlted
States and east into Utah, Novada, and portions of liontana,
the demonds mads upon him and his devotion to these ecertaine
1y peint an impressive nlcture,

In the years immedisctely followinz new filolds were
opened In Eastorn Washington with the coming in 1893 of F.
Verwiebs to Spokano, Washington. There he bogan work
which lad to the Toundin: of St. John's congrezation. In

that same year Candidate W. Behrens introduced the Missouri
Synod to Salt Lake City, an area just survoyed by Bushlor.
Both these men, however, wers to leave these ar:as within
the next two years, and the work was once more abandonod.
In justice 1t must be said that in almost every instance
a strong ground work had been laid, and 1f thers was a
renowal of the work within a rcasonable period, ~rowth
resulted from these orizins. Snohomish, Washlngton, was
orgenized in 1892, end was served by Baade from Seattle,
and thon latsr “rom Tacoma., It was to wait six years,
however, before 1t could sccura a rcsident Pastor.

-The yecars 1895«07 saw only two new men onter the
ar:a. Candidate H, Hazist was called by the Wlssion Board
to tako up work in Orezon, and he became the firat resident
Pastor in Smrlome The work nrogressed, but difficultiles

resulting from a factlonal strife in the congregatlon left




ha
1t unserved again in 1897 aftor the resignation of Hagzist
due to illness. Rov. The. Fleckenstclin was called to re=-
Place J., VWitte, who was foreced to resizn bocauss of throat
trouble. He was Installed at Trinity, Portland, in 1897,
Mych of the slack durinz thils perlod waa due to the
general cconomic conditions of tha ecountry as a whole,.
Thus, the necds of the Northwast were once more unable o
be mot,

The following yeer, 1893, brousht four nsw candidatos
to the arca In an endeavor to take up tne s3lack caused by
the previous years. Of these, however, only H. Ebeling,
who went to Snohomish as their first president pastor,
could be clasasifisd as bringing a new spot into reosident
service. And oven thls was misleading, for he had to take
over tho Secattle and Bvereitt work which had previously
been handleé from Seattle by Baade. Candidates J. Duechow,
L, Splelss, and W, NLankow all filled vacanciss in wsll-
establishod congrezations«=iit. Angel, Sherwood, and
Tacoma=--thus simply maintaining the status quo withoub
any incresase in rogular stotions served.

Not only was the slow incrcase a consilderstion, but
active work of other Lutheran groups in the Northwest was
growing rapidly. In 1880 the Augustana Synod began an
oexpansion of the Pacific coas® which resulted in the

founding of the Pacific Conference in Tacoma in 1333,




