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woeuld customarily grant an indulgence, even thcugh somecne
of his company occupisd the pulpit in his behalf. Such is
the overview of the upper eschelon of the prelati in the
perlod,

It iz quite natural tc move from the "overseer" to the
one who was the man on the scone in the parish fleld in its
truer sense, the lceel parish priest, or using the dilstinc-
tlon from prelati te his curati, the one charged with the
cure of sculs. The remains of the preaching dcne by those
humbler men in the parish are few, so that it is difficult
to get a clear picture of the amount of work done by them
in this Tfleld. This is understandeble for the averaze
parish parson to this day does nct have his preaching
activities recorded in most instances., Owst makes the cb-
servation that thore is only limited reforence to the
preaching activitises of the grest men in the Registers and
other ecclesiastical documents, and zoes on to say:

How much more naturel it i=s to find that such

raferences in them to the ordinary rerish clergy

ars raver 8till! Tf the evidence of their de-

lingueney, their incompetence and 1dleness did

not ebound on the other hand, "no news" here

miznt well be taken as the strn of "xcod news,”

and a general healthiness in the body elerical.”

There 1s evidsnce, however, that the parish oriest

did preach. The characterization of the falthful "persoun"

of Chaucer, was not something which waa & figment of the

7Towst, op. cit., p. 21
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author's imagination, but brincs us a record that there
were faithful curati. Of him Chaucer writes in hie Prologue:

A good man was ther of religloun,

And was a povre Persoun of a toung

But riche he was of holy thozht and werk.

le was elsc 2 lernad man, elerk,

That Cristes pespel trewely wolde preache;

His parischens deveutly wolde he teache. « o o

On-to his povre parisshens abcute :

Of his offring, and eck of his substounce. . « 8

Even tough the person in hls own prologue claims he
1s not & lesrned man, there surely is somsthinz typical in
this charectorizetion by Chaucer. This kind of a man would
not be very apt to record his sermons; for most of the ser-
mens recorded by others were directed to men like hiwm,
From the time of Charlemagne on, there were such collections
of homilies, These collections were designed to bring the
tenets of the Christian faith to the parishioners. One such
collcetion of homilies was by Edric, a monk of Abingdon.
They were appointed to be read in the churches in lieu of
sermons, These wore expositions of the teachings of the
Ango-Saxon Chureh on many vital points of Chrlstian doc-
trine 9

When readinz the requirements which are outlined for the

parscn, the impression is received that the qualifications

fCoeffrey Cheucer, The Canterbury Tales, edited by
P, H, Robinson (Boston: Houghton Mifflin Company, c.1933),
11. 477-“:89- .

9Cook, op. cit., Pe 36.
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were indecd adequate, 9wst quotos a Mastor Robert Rypon,
8 sub-nrior of Durham as saying in a synodsl sermon that a
gocd 1ife is the preacherts first qualification, and added

to that compotont knowledsze, "restat guod sciontis est

curato neesesaria." To this is added, "Curati are required

to have a kncwledse of Holy Scripture with which they may
rreaci: to the people the Word of God."10

This same preacher moes on to show us the medieval
Praacher's essential library:

And this knowledge, mccording to the Canon
(dist., 38), consists specifically in the fol-
lowing =« "The beoks which it is necessary for
prieste to study and know are the Book of the
Saeraments, the T.ectionary, the Antivhoner,
the Baptisteriuvm, the Compotus, the Canones
Poenitentisles, and Homllies throughout the
vear for Sundays snd Festivals," And if the
rriestis cor "curate's"™ knowledre of any sincle
cne of these is lacking, hardly is he worthy
of the name of oriest. « ¢« ¢ I do not say
that hne is bound to know all these things by
hearts but it suffices that he should know
how to read them distinetly, understand them
clearly, and exmound them pleinly as often as
it is his dquty.rl

There are some records of these humbler servents de-
fending themselves in their preaching. Owst quectes one of
them and says that it is in a manuscrint which "seems to
be the work of an unpretentious homilist , .  diminutive,

unadorned, unrubricated, in faded brown ink upon no vellum,

100wet, op. elt., p. 28.
llIbid- 9 p. 29‘
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but paper stained and coerse. « o o

And (if) a bishoppe or a doctoure stond up to
preche tho worde of God, muche pepull will drawe
the therwarde to here hym; and ziff he revreye
vices and synne, the peple will not gruche never
a dele azeyns hym, ne thei will not forzett is
wordes. But lat a sympull prcste as I am scth
the word of God to you, and ze sett no price
thereby. « . « Thus ffareth grett mens wordes
now adayes, thel ben taken grett hede of, and
Peore meng words been sett on syde.

Ancther testimony quoted in the same scurce, is said by
the writer to bs from the fifteenth century linzlish versiocn

of (iesta Romenorum:

I have beon a preste this fourty wynter and

more, and have fastid, waked, and prayde, :one

on pilgrimage, ard prechid, and by the mercy

of God I have tornyd many soules to God.1S

However, lest the impression is left that all of the
poor parsons of the medisval meriod were malisned individ-
ugls, who were actually following in the fcotstens of the
Apostles, following the instructions which were siven them,
and followinz the examples of the parsons whc have been
quoted, the other side of the picture deserves a seeing
and a hearing. The Master Ryvon quoted earlier slves a
zeneral indlctment, relating to the lacks:

Assuredly, some of them (the pastors) are

destitute of thls food, becausse many Know

net how to expound & single article of the
Faith, nor one precept of the Decalogues

121bid., p. 2L,
131b1d., p. 23.
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and - what is worse = when they lack "this

bread” themselves, thoy neglect to learn what
they do not know. WNary rather, what is worst

of all, many of them despisec knowledge and tocach-
ing, and reject knowledges or, if by chance they
have any knowledre, or a moderate amount of it,
by entangling themselves in secular affairs, or
Biving themselves up to pleasure, they cast that
little away in their folly.l4

The exhortations which were glven the clergy in this
respect, scem to'lndicate that there was need for such
prodding. A writer, referring to a council which was con-
vened at Oxferd in the year 1223, says:

e « o pricsts wers exhcrted "not to be dumb dogs,

but with salutary bark to drive away the disease

of spiritual wolvses from the flock,"l5

From ancther counsil that convened in the year 1231,

at Oxfcrd there exists a dccument known as Peckham's Ccon-

stitutions, drawn up by John Peckham, Archbishop of Canter-

bury, in which the charge is recorded:

s » o every prilest havinz charge of a flock do
four times & year on one or more sSolemn feast days
s « » Iinstruect the pscple in the vulzar lanzuage
on the Articles of the Crceced, the Ten Command-
ments, the Lvanmelical precepts, the seven works
of morcy, the seven deadly sins, the seven rrin-
cipal virtues snd the seven Sacraments.lS

The fact that these constitutions are relterated
through the years, surely gives indicatlion that there was

need for such exhortetlion and command,

l41bid., p. 29
15000k. OPo eite, Pe 580
161bia,
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That there was avpalling ignoresnce among the clergy
on this level i1s evident from the complaints which were
made against the clersy all throush the Middle Azes. The
pPeople, ordinarily, would look to their parish priest to
glve them inatruction in the fundamentals of the Christian
faith; but many parish priests knew as little as their
parishioners. %o show this appalling ignorance, Salzman
cites an instance which comes after the Roformaticn, Bishop
Heopert's visitation in 1552: "scores of clergy who could
not tell whe was the author of the Lord's Frayer, or whore
it was to be found."l7 This author alsc auotes from

"Pargon 5loth" in the Vision of Plers Plowman:

I have been priest and parsen for thirty winters past,

but I cannot solfa or singz, or read a latin 1life of
saints:

But I can find 2 hare, in a field or in a furrow,
Better than construe the first Psalm or explain it teo
the parish.

I can hold a friendly meeting, I can cast a shire's
acccunts,

But in mass-book or Pope'!s edlet T cannot read a line,18

There are 2 number of thinzs which contributed tc this
decline and negligence, Posalbly the greatest contributing
factor in this was the development by the church cf the
very thinzs which she wanted her priests to preach, Among
these things might be mentionsd sacramentalism,; their lives

began and ended with sacraments of the church; the veneration

175a1zman, op. cit., p. 113.

181bid., p. 112.
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of saints; oxtolling the virtues of "holy” pope; and what
Passed for virtves in those days, chiefly submitting to
ecclesiastical authority. To these things would have to be
added the parson "in abscntia.,” Some of these parishes had
food Incemes Trem tithes and were much scurht after, very
often poinz to pecple who had influence, but little abllity
and ne inclination to serve the peovle in their »arish,.
| They preferred te be in the populous eshniers like Tondon and
Yerk, on the Continent or elsewhere, leaving the care of
their varish tec a viear whom they hired for a pittance,
On the rare occasions when they returned and wanted to
occupy their pulpits, Owst makes & very interesting comment
on tnis:
Af'ter all, perhepe, it was somotimes better that
rectors should not return to occupy & neglected
villazo pulpit. Their song orn such random vislts
was apt to ne all of one tune and that an excoed-
ingly bad one:
But ever amcng al cther nede
His owne erende wol he bede,
That their brynge heore offrynpesq
To chirche, and heore tythinges,lf
With the deeline of the resvect in which the parish priest
was held, there were fewer men who were willinz to enter
inte this werk with nrover preparation. The appeal of the
other veocations open to brisht or ambitiocus young men also

had its eflfect upon this., Owst raisss this plelnt in a

quotation "Why does the Law Schcool have a hundred or two

19wst, op. clte, pPe 45 fe
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hundred pupila, where tho School of Theology has not oven
five?"20 7There can be no doubt that the Black Death in the
middle of the twelfth century had scme effect uron this
also, for it took many & parish priest, and renlacemsnts
vere not of the highest order, Evidence is ziven by Coulten
that this in a measure brought on the Wyeclif movement with
its emphasis on prsachinz to the pecple. There were dacp
Sseated chanves which wers wrought by this Black Death, for
with this comes a clawor for reform.. This writer quotes
from some of the Wyeclif propositions:

Item, (they hold) that no rector or vicar or

prelate of any kind 1s oxcused from residing

perscnally in his own parish by the fact that

he is in the service of & bishop or archbishop

or nope . Item, that it is not_lawful foraf

priest to set his services to hirc. « o »
The suppression of this movemont for politicel reasons did
net heln the cause of the clerics in England. This did not
add teo the resrect which the parishicner had for his parscn.

Still the priests psrformed functions related to the
1lives of the veonle ef their parishes, whether this was in
the eity or in the village., They exercised the offices of
Christian worship as it was then conducted:

e o o they read the Scriptures, preached, rray-

ed, san:, sald masses, and heard confessions;
they performcd fuverals and marriaeces and bavntisass

201bid., re 33

2lg, C, Coulton, The Black Death (New York: Robert M,
MeBride and Coey, Nede), Do 112.
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they instructed the ipgnorant, comforted the scr-

rowing, visited the sick, cheered the dying,

helped the penitent, succored the pocor; sometimes

they rebuked the sins of the mrag@. and scmetires,

ales! thoy imitated them « ¢ o o

In view of the fact that there are others who did
praaching on the Medieval scene, it 1s necessary to reserve
Judrment of that preaching until later. In closinz this
section of the present study, a quotation from Owst, made
by a sub-orior of Durham, should serve to draw these things
together:

%hat punishment therefore do the priests of to-

day werit, who enter ugon their churches with

the cure thereof, and rarely or never preach the

word of CGod? Forsooth, neither do they preach &

good LifTe by their actions, which is called the

oreachine o' an exemvlary life, Assuredly, they

are worihy of the everlasting death of the soul,
which is the death of fehenna.®3

8t111, it will heve to be said with Salzman:

And however far the Church as a whole fell short

of the Christian ideoals, there werec always many

good coriests Lo teach these ideals, by word and

example and to uphold truth and justice.24

with this, we turn to the other stars who occuried
the pulpits in the Medioval period to see their effects up-
on the life of their times,

With the coming of Christianity to England, Augustine

brought with him forty monks, who founded a chapter hcouse at

22Edwin Charles Dargan, A History of Preaching (Grand
Rapids, Michigen: BRaeker Book House, 1954)._1, 225=-22F,

230wst, op. clt., P. 47,

2453123‘9“, OToe E_j;-_E-’ Pe 112,
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Canterobury, During all of the early yoars of Roman Chris-
tlanity in ingland, the mcnks from this beginning were :ntlive
in the spread of Christianity. As history moves thrcugh the
centuries, however, there 12 a decay which sets in, brousht
on by the lack of need for a vital missionary program, the
growing wealth of the monastic orders, the rolaxing of the
rules of the order, the decimatinz of the ranks of the monss-
teries by the invasions of the Danes, who seem to have
ralded first the rich monasteries, Whon Dunstan, who was
born in 925, boecame Archbishop of Canterbury, he set about
to elean house, instituting & reform undor the Benedictine
Rule, Dunstan had ccme from one of the three great monas-
teries in kngland, Glastonburys a fact which led him to
elevate the monks in opposition to the canona end the clergy,
this led to the schism between the secular clergy and the
rezulars, Blunt brinzs out that signs of this conflict can
be scen in the decorations of the churches with carrica-
tures of the monks.2% This writer also states that most
of the abbots, princioel ecclesimetical officers =2nd bishops
of England came from the monasteries .25

Corruption, however, catches up with the monks again,
They come te the point where they do no menial labor, but

have hired servants in the monastery to do their ferming,

251, J. Blunt, Sketch of the Reformation in Enzland
(London: John Yurray, 1.852), Pe 24.

26Ib14,
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eleaning, cooking, serving at tables and almost every other
chore, (Giiraldus Cambrensis, a writer of the twellfth century,
on his return from the study of theology in Paris, reletes
an account of his eating with the monks of Canterbury. He
complains about the richness of the fare, enumerating six-
teen dlshes, preparsé by "cunning cooks™; he also complains
that they hed "wines in ample profusion . . . anything and
everything but ale, the boest of Encland and mcre esvocially
Kent.," He draws the conelusion, what would the founder of
the order, 5t. Benedict, say about all this?27

The cveluation of this decline with reference to the
pulpit given by Owst seems to be correct:

But vital, potent interest in preaching, whether

to these from within or from without the sacrsd

cloister, appesrs to be dead.28

It 1s true that the monks did some vreaching, however,
generally it was not on the varish scene, They were called
upon o preach at synods; on cccasion, they might preach in
their chapter house, especially at the festivals of Palm
Sunday and Good riday. fLven at these latter, however,
often the preaching would be done by some special vislitor
from the Univeraity. When a new abbot or prior was to be
installed, the monks would be subject to preaching, but,

here again, it would in all probability be by an cutsider.

271bid., P. 34.

280wst, op. cit., p. 49,
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There are some rare instances where a bishop would have a
glfted monk as his preacher for visitations, taking him
from his cloistered walls for this purnose.

The monastery, from which many of the sermon bcoks of
the day had come did not feel the meed for vroducing any
more. John Capgrave, in a sermon at Cambridge, speaking of
the canons of St. Vietor in Paris, sald:

Ve have in oure libreries many sundry bokes that

to (two) chencones of that hcus made, on of hem

hite lHowe, the othir hite Richard; notabel

clerkis thel wore and men of holy 1yf.2¢

They felt no need to add to these things, for the old
wine wns by far the best as far as they were concorned.
Those collections of earlier homilies, expositions and ex-
emplaria were sufficient for their needs.

The changes in the ideals cf the monks can be seen in
the quotation in Owst, where the monk is made to say, "I
wish to live in veace in a eonvent; to read and sing, I
don't want to rush through the world, with all its weerying
labours," The monastery was looked upon as a retreat from
the world, which tcok away the only stimulus for original,
up-do-dnte presching, namely, the touch and contact with
the common people.

Even in the churches of the abbeys, the monks, mecst

often are not the preachers} even in Benedictlne establishments,

2%bid., P. 50, ]
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we 865 the rival lendicant friar doing a stint in that pul=-
pit 50
Lven though the monk was able to grant forty-days in-
dulgence to anyone who listened teo him prcach, as far as
the parochial scene iz concerned, the menk was not & force

with whieh %o reckon in the late Medieval veriod.

The most intcresting character, and he was truly a
charactor, was the man who was not tco particular about
where he did his preaching, It made no difference to him
vhether that preaching was done in the pulpit or cut of the
pulpit, for he knew that he would have an audience for a
number of reascns. The man referred tc is the Yendicant
Fpiar, a part of the preaching host that came into being
in the late middle of the medieval period.

These mondicant orders came into being during the
twelfth century, and found their way into England. They
were organlzed, as preaching orders to deal with heresies,
for example, the heresy of the Waldensians., There woere
four of these grouns, the Franciscans, or Friar Minors; the
Dominicans, or Black Friars; the Carmelites, or White
Friars; and the Ausustins or Orey Friars, They opzrated on
a different vrinciple than did the monks. Though they took
a vow of poverty, and at the beginning this excluded the

owning of houses or property, 1t became evident that they

30Ibid., Po 6l.




43

would need bascs of opesrations in different areas, so the
right was granted them to own property. They were not al-
lowed, however, to own anythlng more than the chapter hcuse:
ne fields or revenue producing propsrties were to be held
by them. Their entirc keep was to come from bezzing,
whence their name, Yendicants., The first settlement of the
friars was at Canterbury in 1234 by the Franciscans; in
1221 the Domincans opened a heuse at Oxford. Soon all four
of them had Flourishing hcuses st both Ozxforé and Cembridge.

These begging orders had the direct backing of the
pope, for they had been founded with his express vermission
and blessing, The power and authority Af the popes was
malntained by them against both the seculars and the monks,
The rivalry between these groups grows apace as we approach
the end of the Wedileval period. It should also be said that
the friars were known as paprons of the arts, they helped iIn
matters theological, deslt with civil law, were collectors
of books., Thelir estmblishments were literally show-places
in the ¥edievel world, something which attested to their
ability to wheedle money from peorle both great and small.

As the first need, fcr which the orders were organized
faded into the backzround of histery, these men had to seek
other reasons for their existence. They became emissariles
with large portfolio tec keep the papal supremacy before the
pecple. They also entered into the local scene in England

in many ways, scme grod, some bade Owst cites the geniuses




