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r,1..n:'l·A'I l tlS OP 'h iIS STUDY 

'J t•e "el.ationshlp of preaching: and 11-f'e ot t t o 'Qeople 

in ar y c o12ntry and in any contu?'y can be aeon trom t he ev1-

dGnces w.1c! remain. Te clai~ hes c rton been mnde that 

t'"lo c cir.ci t 1 o s in 011y , i ven lcceli ty e. . d any l"'.1 '.•en t:f me 

lie · o ei'i.' oc t&cl t;ha n.ro~cr i n s; wht ch was do?.ic . 'l'he ccmvet•se 

is a! so t·L"Ua , tl. at tir eoc h1 nir has a f fecte d t'"'e con se of 

av<.'lnt s in t he c ountry and time in wh1 c, i t wna dor.e . To 

,met ox ont th s e two can t#e s h \7n t o be tr 1e, de rends a 

lot on t ,e :mi·t eri a ls exs ml nod as well as u -po n t l e extont 

o f t be ·~ooor ds \"lhich l"Elmaln. 

'J'h:i s t hesis is to l ook closer a t the pe, rlod o r ti~e 

wn ch ls ca l led ''Medieval"; hm•1e.v0r , there e r e nu:norou s 

divisio ns of t.1 ,e rt.1 ve11 under that no•ue. In thi s study-• 

t e timo elo"11a.nt will deal especially with tl-te lote:r med1e

v&l por od, l ooking briefly st tho ti~ea under Alf:rad t 1B 

Grent. (ca . 900 ) • and mor o close l y et the time ur,der the 

Nor , 1ons. f :rom 1 0!:6 cm to i "l1med:'i st&l y befo"e t · e Ref r-rr-ntic-n 

ce tur~ . 

ort. !'1 t hG c oryc is voir.ed "'het tbere YJas "no r-:rooc"-'-

1 rw" t o s eak c:r 1n t e Ollurch or this dsy . The c ht1r 1ie 

c ~l d and has boen substantiated by man, wri ters; br.wsvor• 

l ooi-:1 n -: e t t.h e evidences wh ! ch 1-iovo co~e down to t.he tyt"e

s ent; lool<in~ et the studies which have been mode b y e,ninent 
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authors \'lho ha .re had 1'1l"st evidences ot t he11.'9 dis~osal, ono 

can •ather t..nat t here wes oreor.hin :, done t hrou8hout the 

period whlch i s under conaide~ation. To see 1f t here is a 

relationship botwoen lif e as lived by the people of that 

day nnd ·t ho p1"'eac h i ng which was c!one is the task set 1n 

tbi B 'PBJ.>er • 



C AP'l'..;.R II 

.,.:,i1 LY CUiU5'l'tANI1·Y IN ,3RITAitJ 

V.'hen v,as t i,e Christian faj th fi:rst preac ed 1 n Bri ta!r. ? 

That quoatior1 brings a h <i'st of answers that have all or t he 

ear marks o" lag 11ds. Dr. Bright s pea ks Qf t l1e leF"end t hat 

St. neul br ucrh t Christian f'aitb. to the Islands in tho fol-

l ovring mannc,r•: 

1'1'lG piouo fancy which 1ed some or our eocl.eslas
ti,cal e 11t1queries to thin < that St. Peul, betvi1een 
h!s fiat and s eccno 1mpr1s mnenta bad made his 
~a3 t o the 3reot northwestern island, tho south
e .... n a?"t 01· which had been rocer1tly psc11"1ed by 
t hG stern hand of Suetonius Paulinus, appealed 
for lts chief, 1r not only support to a single 
s ntence of st. Clement of Rome, in whicb Paul 
ls said to "bove co~e to the boundary of the 
-i:1ost11

, -- a ph.rRse mes t natur ally 1 nteI"prGted of' 
S pa1 u .l 

?I& also quotes from Euse!:>1us as s peaki ng or some of the 

'l'wel'IJ'e or of' the Seventy t!:uit tl,ey '"lad ''c,rosscd t .10 cean 

to t. o j alas called BI"i t1 sh11
; but showa t hat ti• e reli a nee 

is on Ori en and when tho mission fields are sµec1 f1 cally 

mont-'loned , llrito.in is o ·:ltted.2 

Tho same writer quotes 'l·heodoret, who, he say s, co~

b:i.noa st. !'aul with t he other Apost-las, and sp&aks of t he rJ 

ea hBvinc~ evangelized t he Brito::s; this s •o;11s to rest upon 

tb.e statement "'I' t e Ar,ostlos p ,r•epared v~ry tnany habitations 

l~Ji l l1om Bright, ... ·a~!,z E!!f!lis,h Churc'l !UC!_tory: 
(Oxford: C:larer,don Press, 1888), p . 1. 

2t'b1J!., p . 2. 
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for God even in the isles or the ocean"; but this 1mpl1os 

no more than t·10 wide spreed oft heir toachi n r.; and influence. 

He also mentions t he fact that some people have tried to 

identify the Pudens end Claudia or st. Paul's second lot t er 

to Ti nothy (2 Tim. 4:21) with a Pudens and British-born 

Claudia a s recorded in a poem published some twenty yoe~s 

after Paul's doath bJ a certain ~ortial; however. he ~oes 

on to show that oven t hough ?udons ls supposed to hevo given 

a gift-site for a t emple et Chichester, it does not ~rove 

t hat ha vms a Christian when St. Pau1 wrote. Every et.t em0t 

t o show apostolic foundation for the British C u~c~ ends in 

t i e same hazy I"eed1n!7 bet•-;een lines.3 

The same !nust be said of the attempts shown. acco:rd1 ~ 

to a l:Yelsh s t or,y 1 thflt Chr i stianity was b11 C'Uf~ht to 9.r1te1n 

by s certain B:t•an l.he Blessed• father of' Oaractacus, froill 

Ro:ne . ~ 

Ono or t~e most baauti:l"ul legends is "that beaut1!'u1 

mediovel romance which broug.'lt St. Joseph of Arimetheea 

v:i t . twcl ve c o:npaniono to Avalon or Glastonbul'9y, and made 

his staf f t ake r oot 1n the earth. end ~row into the famous 

' Holl ' Thorn. •"5 Thia is the legend which has associat0d 

wi th it the a ttempts to say that Christ Himself was in 

3tb1d. 

4Ibid., p. S. 

5Ibid. 



5 

Britain with Joseph, nav1nr. traveled there dUl'ing the 

"sile nt years " or rU a 111'e. Somo make this the basis o't 

the close associat ion and dee» interest of Joseph in rhrist; 

however. t he evidences aro so shrouded in ~1sts that it is 

impossible to give any cr-edence to t he storios. 

The same conclusion must be reached with reference to 

the story c Bede that "Lucius, a S-ritish kill€, sent to 

El eutherus , a Dishop or Rome asking that ho might bo mnde 

!it~ r e~er ence to t h e sta L6m6nt by Tertullian, dated 

at p!:rhaps 201 Ao D., "that places in Britain, not as yot 

r eached by Romans, were subjected to Christ,~ Dr. Bright 

stotes that he must have had some reason for making it. 

He thon dl"aws t his c onclusion: 

we cannot reasonably doubt that some Christians 
did cross t he Channel ••• durin,g the second 
century , if not oa:rlio:r. and planted be.re and 
there some settlement of' the Church~ It was 
"al\llos t ce.rtainly from Gaul!" ••• ·, 

Th ~ first definite mention or Christian evidences in 

Britai n is .from the reco?"ds of the Great Council o:f Arles 

in 314 A. n •• for it shows among the bishops present. the 

names 01' three f'rom Br1 tain; .e.borius or Yorlc, Resti tutus 

or London, and Adelphius "do civitate Colonia Londinensium."8 

612,id. 

7Ib1d., pp. 4 r. 
8Ib1d •• p. 9. Brigbt raports thot the best under

stnndl ng of' "Londinensium" is "Lincoln," so 1t would be 
"Colony of Lincoln." 



The evidences can be followed thrcugh a congratulation by 

Hilary or Poitiers (358-59) ror remainin3 tree from the 

here s y of Arianism end raithf'ul to the Catholic faith; 

throu h Chr~sostom s&y1ng t hat "oven the British Isles have 

fel t t he power o~ t he Word, ~or there too churches an~ 

alt 1--s have boon erected"; 9 through the wor~ or Oermanus 

or Auxe1•re a nd r,upus ot• Troyes, sent from Gaul 1:n 42~, to 

comba t the e ffects or Pelagianism in the Islands. "~hey 

preac hed i n churches, and even in streets and fields an.d 

in t he ope n c ountry , to the great encoura~ement of the 

f'ei t hful • 111 0 

I n deal ing with Christianity coming into England, 

we are not dealing with Roman Christianity in the sense of 

l ook.1.ng to the bishop of dome as the apiri tual head or the 

Church. The appeals v1hich were 1nsde to the continental 

chu~ch~s for assistance were not directed to Ro~e, but to 

f'ellou Christi.ans. Tho projection or such an outstanding 

name a s St. Patrick (ca.391-461), who became the apostle 

to the rr· sh people {Scots), shows this independent devel

op ant. He successfully w1thstcod 01-uldlsm, organized the 

s ,.1ritua1 c c riq,uest of treland, sent out 20 bishops, insti

t u ted monasticism. This monasticism and the monastic in

s titution became the distinctive characteristic or early 

9Ib1d., pp . 16-21 

l0Ib1d., p. 18. 
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C~r1st1an1ty 1n the Tslenda. ~he bishops lost out and the 

monasteries becume the deciding f'ector in t10 picturo ot 

Christi an! ty in the whole or th& British Isles. The monas

teries flou:riehed enci 1 t became tho custom toI" every tribe 

to endow a monastory. This gave two ponerf'ul force·s at work 

l n t he Church i n Ireland; in fact, it finally came to a con

test betv, or1 the atomic principle or decentralizc,d control 

i n t h e monasterie s and the bishops \Yith thoiz, central author

ity . Th o monasteries wer e strong and the bishops lost out. 

~he I r i sh Chr i stia ns were mi ssion minded, foz, they sent 

mi s s i onaries into Northern Ire1and, Scotland, into the ~est 

coasts o~ Br 1ta 1n.ll 

Anot her outstandi ng name 1s that of Columbo, w~o took 

t welve di s ci ples and wont tot.be Island of Iona (5R3-97). 

In this ~ay I ona became t h e mcthe~ church or Scottish Christ

:ianity. The tendency of this movement Vias fol' individuals 

to g o o.f' r alone in sin le cells• to a h t:rmit life in a 1•ocky 

crag or on an island. f,idon is another outstandin~ na~e. 

He went from I ona to Lindesrorne (635-51). This become 

anc,t hor 11 I o na" ror Northumbria end radiated Celtic Christ

ianity. Tne l a ~t well known name 0£ this period is that of 

Cuthbert who we nt to lonely Ferne to be absolutely alone. 

He wes v r y raluctont to leave hts lonely hab! tat to becotne 

e bishop in Northumbria, but finally consented. These i tems, 

lloiovanni Costi gan, Class Notes for Survey Cou~se o~ 
~ 11 s h H1 s to£I_ (Seattle: University of ·:eah l nr,tcn, 1 ~-12T. 
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t he atomlc concept or church polity. tre tentloncy to strict 

asceticism with wit~drewal to lonoly plaees. proved to be 

a weakness in the Celtic Church. Add~d to this, the feet 

t bet the 'Bri.tons (or Celts) did not try to do mission work 

emo t he ~'\n~.lo-Saxon ~ mradere tn th.e soutboRstern quarter 

of the country , led to a withdrawal or t he Christians into 

t he northern and we stern provinces'li 'l'hosa uritons T1ho ro

n1ained among the conquerers \"!ere reluctant to communicete 

the Gospel to the fierce invaders in their midst.12 

These .!'ier ce inved.~rs remained heathen until the co111-

ing 01' ,\ ucusttne 1n 5f'G . Th.is ls th& entrance o~ the oman 

Churcl1 on the scene 1 n southez-n Bn land. '11he story is re

corded by Rede and Gildas how the monk, who ~as later to be 

0:rc,_ory I, saw some Sa~on 'Youth ror sale in the slove mst'ket 

or Ho~e .. 13 

He a['si n 1naui!"ed whether thes~ ie~_anders were 
Christiana, ·or still involved in the errors ot 
pa ~e!'lS sm. ond WGS ir,:!'ormed that they we1•e 
"9sgans •••• "Alas, whet a pity thet the author 
of.' d~rkne.es is p ssecsed of ?l'len nr such fair 
countenances; and t hat being rc~arksbls for such 
greceful outY1ord appearance, their nd nds should 
be void of' 1nwet"d (l!!'ace.n He thei-otora a,-a.in 
eske d whet the name of that not.ion was, r.nd was 
answered that they v,ore celled i\~l&s. ''Right," 
said he, "fer they hr.vc s.nF,&11c faeec, and it 
becomes such to be coheirs with tho an.els in 
heeven. 1' Tho n he Pl'or.edec?, ~•11:hat iE the name 
o:r the p.rovince from \Vhich they are brou_ht?" 

12tbid. 

l3Edward P. Cheney, Readin s .!!! f.ru?llsh History Dl"ewn ft.2!! 
~ Ori;:~.ncl Scurcee (Brston: Ginn an',! Co:npany, 1922), p. 47. 



rt 1:1as re t.>lied t hat the nat1v~sa or that prc-
v i nce wGre cnlle d r,01:r1. "Tr1J11• aT"o 1;"ley ne 1t•e ," 
said he , ~1\71thd .ar,n from ':ll•ath and callc~ tothe 
... ~:r1c 3 !' r.nr .1. st. 11 'H w is t . (1 k:l n,r ,o,r 1.ihst prcv-
ince cal led ':" . 'fi1oy told hi"il h1.s flsmo was Aella, 
e nd .10 1 alludin·? t, t ,:i n u"'!e snid, 11 Aellalu1e, 
the praise of God tho C:rea t ot' mus t be su ng in 
t·1 0 1:1 e p1u•ts . nl -1 

Vihen thi s 1or:.ir i.>c c r.v ne .,rop.ory I , 'lie co-nmias:I oned 

l\u ; ustlno t o l c,od n m:7 !lsion to Britain. "An l nte r-esti !1~ 

not o is br ,u r h t o t by Hume in telling ua that AuP,netina 

a nd his foz,t~ mc;nks ?"etnaj ned in F.rsn,ce, et"i-aid to ~o 0•1or to 

~z-1 tai n to p-ropose a new docti-i ne to t.heae fierce ;.,eo;,J.e .is 

l:!nc oura --:od b :;· Gre1•;ory, th,ey t ook inte rpre t,e r s f I"om a~c-n 

r 't1'e tit, t hat t he!]· · ac1 a "!lesss ~e 

11.,,i.: e '!d tr;>e God. IJ'l1e ki n,!l: ordet'ed r, h at t 'he ~ s toy nn t ho 

i s l a rid cr1d be g _ ven a l 1 t hoy 11&eded until be co uld k nc,·• h ot 

t o do •:11th t h emo He hsd hear-d of t . e Ch ris tian -reliP.ion, 

hav ne m·rri ed · 1s wife , Her t ha, on c ondition thst s he si u :ld 

be :.rmi t ted to practice h or reli e-ion wt th Bisllop f.,ui dhrrd, 

who mas sent •:;1th ~ e to preser,,e h .. r rsi t"l. J\ft or so-:no 

de:,s t ne ~dn~ came to tho Island and had Att-;us ti ne w c,.:~h t 

14r~_g., p~ . ~Ar. 

15Davld Htt.-no, ~ ru tor,; E.f ···n·t l a r.d fr£:_ t 'he Inva s!on 
of Julius Caesar to t he Abdi cst •on er J cmes the Second 
l?hil sdelphlo.: Porterand Coot.cs, n':°d.), p . 4?. 
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to him outdc,ors, feari ng that in a buildlnt.:, the g cod monk 

would be a blo to 'P]:'ac~1ce some ma~ic on him. The monk's 

per-ty came with a silver cross, an 1ma~e ot the Saviour 

painted on a boar d, sin" ing the litany; they o rtered up 

pr ayers to t he Lord f o:r the eternal sal vot1on both of t.hem

sel vos a nd t hose to whom they cal'Da to proacn.16 

!hon ha had sa t dov, n , pursuant to the kin •e cor.1-
ma· ,dG, and reachod to hi m and to "1l s · attendants 
thero pres ent t e word of life, the kinF answer e d 
t us : ''Y ,~ Ol"'ds and r,romi s e s a r e ver y f air but 
t hey sPe new to us, and or uncart oin imnort. t 
c s7lr. t. s n ro,,.·e o ... t hem so r e"' es to .forsake that 
v1hlch I hav e f ollowe d wJ th t h e \fhole i-. n• 11sh 

~t.10 . But because. 70a arc c o~e ~re~ r ar into 
n;:,, kin dom, and , as I cc•ncel ve, are desirou s to 
'l ,p 1•t tc us those thin•~s w: jch you elieve t o 
bo true a nd moa t benefi cial, \Ve will not t11ol st 
~o , ~ut ~ivo ou r av~~abl e entertain a .t, a nd 
t ake cara t o s u~pl y y ou with your neces sa~y sus
t nance; no do w~ r~rbi d you to preef~ a nd ~a1n 
ns tinny as you c n t o -:,c-ur raliglon." 7 . 

Be TJ rm! t t ed t bom to 11 ;,o 1 n Canterbury , end :;ave t h em the 

nacessitia s of lire . Tney llved a slmp1o life and Prooch od 

t o ea man) GB t h~y could. On t he East slda of Cant erbury 

was t h e church ci' t. ··1artin, reported to hs ve bE>e n b llt 

w1lle t ha aomans were still in the Ialonds. I n this church 

ueen Berth a u.sed to pray- . The monks trom Romo rer.at red 

t he chu..rch a nd u s od i t £or their v1orsh i p, or as Bede puta 

l t, " r.iat h(:#r e t o oin{.; , pl"ay, aay mass, pr e ec and b a tize . 11111 

1 6c neney, E!!• cit., p . 4 P. . 

l "l!J?!g. • P• 4 9 . 

1 8Ib:ld . • 
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Wbon t he ki na: was conv~rted tCI t he faith , he pe?"mit,ted t hem 

t o pr•e ach o penly , t o bLlild Gnd repair ch UI"chos 1 n all pl oces. 

Gr oetor nurn'bars came t<> hear t he wox-d -;,t>oacbed, ror- i t a p

pears t hs t pr Gac~i n ~ 1ss t ho pr i nci oal mode ot ins tructing 

thosr::, p6o ol e .19 

'The woPk i n Kent erew slo l y f'rom a l l indica tions. 

None o.r t he s • :t' l"ounding k l n~doms were br ou~ht i nt o the fold 

of Roma n Oh.1. .. i s tioni t y . The Celtic bis hops in Eost-Ar.r-:lie 

hnd r opyisc d s uccossive ovor t u rcs.20 

.J!d , , n o'f' Northumbria a s tred f ' or t h o lliP"ld of l!!t helbnr~o, 

(Aet,r~l bu:rh. ) , t ho s ~s ·"'G1• of.' Eo d beld the Kin . of :<e nt . · re 

.ms "'" •1nto 1 h ts wi s h \"!'" t t he pP cvis ior. t h a t Et"i fll bui"ga a n d 

1·: r ~tt e nda i,·l~a wou l cl be r s va n tu11 11 bol't y of t'lor s liii, , n -rc1 

l;hat ld r1r~ Edu n wc: ul d exa 111i n0 ' er f ait , . I i" he f c-,und t h a t 

r e:i th au ,.e r · or t c hi s own, ho woul.d accept i t. Pe ul inus 

wa s aont a s h o? 1, e rsonol bis h o p . \1oet1 n , wlth 11 ttle su c 

cess, 11e wa a o bo iJt to l eevo t!le o u:1try . Ki ng . 'dwh1 d o!'<".r 

r ocl a ccopti n~ Chri s t i ani ty ; however, wben fina l l y he 

nubl Sol y acce pt ed t he Oospol, he osked bis f or mer pa~an 

h1}:h pr•ies t , Coif'i , who should dooecrete t he heat hen al tars 

ond t e n1nles o'f idolatr y . To th1a, t h e \'l?'1 e s t. r e pl i e d t,nat 

he k l" VJ of no o ne v,t o wns bott r f'i t ted to clo th1 s t e n ne 
t, i r- s e r ; a rid h e f o l l o\\·e d t.'bt • 'Ll:"'h en t h e nlart. :rin·• c.cv11 n 

--- ----- -
l.9lli2.• 

20Bri F,ht, ~• ill•• • 114 . 
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ads wooder. chapel hastily erected at York, and he:re be 

went throu h the tra1n1n of: a catechumen, reco1v1n his 

baptis.u on 'aste r eve, April 1.1, ·27. ,,any or the people 

fol lo wed his exan1ple; so many• that this has been called 

tho b1rth-rl a:,; o1' t h e tlorthutnb:rlan Church .21 

Wi th the est abl i shment or t ne Roman Chu~ch in these 

t wo i nrpot>t e t kingd oms or n•.~lsnd, a conflict was •mnd to 

devalo"D l>etr.iean ·t h e Celtic ChUl"oh end t-he - o•nan. ~e con

rli ct was roaolvcd by a conforenco, wh1cb Bede calls e 
11 s ynod, 11 et W",i tby 1 n - a.g ; t h ! s conf erence was called b:, 

s wy , king of Nc~t hu. orla. Calculation of t ho day or 

~as ~~r and tte for m o t he tonsure we~e t•e majo:r points or 

d!.sc uselor1. :)sv,y deciclod in i"avo:r of the Roman calctilations 

a . d t o Hom·• n torunu .... e ,,ni ch wa.s X"ound inst ead of ac~"oss as 

t ho Cel t ic; this tonsure, or ceremonial cut of the hair wa s 

·i'lorn i n memory or the crown o~ tho!'ns whi ch Chr1 st wor--e .22 

'l'he Cel t ic monks ·ithdt>ew to their D1onaster1es like Ione. 

o:r lly , some of thom went back into Ireland. The ! nrl\lor.ce 

or the Celti c Chw~ch waned from this t!me forth; whlle t bgt 

or t h e ome n Church ":"rew :raoidl .. . 23 

t :tnrt t h e _-:- o s l)ol, 1m~.tructin~ the T1&0ple !n t h e b eU e fs or 

21Ibid., Pl • 115-l23. 

22cost1gon, 21?• ill• 
23Br1~. t, .9.2• cit., P• 209 . 
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the Chu~ch, And exhortin~ t hem to faithfulness, there aro 

a number of' t h i n ..,s wh1 ch contribute to its early c'!ecl 1 ne. 

Amonp.- the thin~s which should be mentioned in this connec

t i on er•e t h e strenP.theni n2 of the napal id&as or sacramen

tnlism, s acerdotal1s ?i!, the vono.rat1.on of sai t a, B!ld the 

host of other diatinctly Ron1an doemas, aa we 1 as the un

se·ttled cond1 tions 1 n ·the .b:n lish Isles. 

In this lat t er class1~1cet1on muot be placed t he raids 

end 1nvasiom: o~ t he Danes, which sta~ted with the plunder 

of L1ndes rarne monastery in Northumbria in 793; the plunder 

of Jarro\r. mom~sto.c-y in '/94; the attacks upon \Jessox in 851; 

by 871 t h o Da nes h ad overrun almost all of En~land. J n 

t hat last -named yelllr Alfred ascended t.'he r:n13l:lsh throne, 

i n""Ol"i t n:. a b ankrupt c ountry. 'l'hrough dint of hard labor 

a nd able leade~s h i p i n battle, he forced the nsnes at ~he 

Treaty of \'/e dmore t o accept peaco and the Danus bo 1ed to 

BaptiGm and baca1 e nominally Christian.24 

'!'he v:ork of u nit.in:- the 'Oen.es an d the E.ngl i sh 1.nt o one 

nat,ion, b e~l.'.n by Altrod, was carried o rl by hJ S Sl\CC8 SS0). ... 3 • 

Th:'1.s worli:: was completed under .h.c.igar ( 959- 9.75 ) with t he re

Btu.., t h.at t he hn 1 :i s h end t lle Danes became 1 ncoz-po1•a ted 1 n

to one uni ted Kinzdom of En0 land.25 

t,lfred s hoYted a f!'enuine interest in his -oootile in all 

24cost1gon, .21?• ill• 
25A. H. Hore, History_£! the Churc}2 of ..!.ngla-r.d 

(London: Jl,mes Parlee:- and Co., 1 895), P • 91. 
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or the dif"f erent aspects or the1r lives. In his introduc

tion to t he translation o~ the Pastoral Charge ot Gregory 

the Gr e at i nto An~lo-Saxon he docried the decay which had 

become char actor1Etic or F.nglish loarn1ng . Whereas in for

mer t i mes men ha d come from far for instruction and wisdom, 

now these thin~s ba d to be obtained abroad. He t)()ints out 

t hat not many c ou1d understand t h e rituals h>resumably in 

Latin) , nor were there many bcoks wh ich c culd be read bJ 

t he peopl e , so h e enccu~a~ad ~en to translate t h e ·books in

to 1:.n .. l i s h e nd t o study the Lot1n langue~e.26 

T e chan-~e f r oin A11glo-Saxon England to Morman ~ngland 

1uJ prepared b y t h e marl"iago in 1002 or J:.thelred to ti.m .. a, 

t he daughter or Richard, Duke or Normandy. In that same 

year, however, a slaughter 0£ the Denes in England took 

pl ace. A,nong t hose slaughtered was Oun1lda, si~ter of 

Sweyne, the ruler of t he Danos. Pilla~e began a gain; ~-n 

1013 Sway ne a n d Canute came to ~ ngland. Sweyne b ecame kin~ 

by driving out ~thelred, who fl ed to Normandy. Sweyne died 

i n 1014 , so t hat Et helred returned to Env.lsnd as king . 

A:fte1' the death or Edmund Ir-onside, Ethelred's son 1n 1016 , 

Canut e became king of !~nr lana nnd ruled unt il 1035. He 

treated t h e Dar1es and English alike. P.is sons were such 

poor roule?"s t hat by 1042 Edwa1•d the Confessox-, the son or 

•t hel?"ed, was elected king . fie was very Norman, snd 

26Js rn~s Ra?"ve~ noo1nson, a e ad~n;s !!! Europoen History 
( Ne\1 York: Gi n,n and Com 1,a ny • 1904 • I , 222 • 
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intl'oducod t~e French language ·into the cou?-t. 'l'his is 

preparation for the No~man conquest; through him F~ench 

became the language of the Chu~ch and State, the court and 

pulpit.27 

~ i t b t he Norman conquest by ~ill!a~ or P.ormsnay, be

gi ns the 1::n . l and or modern times. The development of the 

Chu~ch nnd t h e placs of prcach!ng in this scene does not 

seems t o have been materially affected by the chsn~es in 

t ho rulers . It is true that there elwoys wss a bit or aver

sion amoni t h e ~n~l,sh to acknowledge their subservience 

to t he .Ror.,e n pont:u•r. The tie w:f.th the continental herita re 

of' culture vie s strengt hened, end we might soy that there 

was e strengt henin,'! of the bonds with the continental 

Church , as well as the introduction ot new life through the 

opp i ntment o~ No~sn bi.shops; however, the overall effect 

ws,e not e.s gr eat as one v,ould assume, 1.e., as ra:r as the 

Church of t h e people v11u» concerned. 

\:13. th t h is ge neral overview of the development of the 

EnP,lish nation, with caneral co!l!tnents oor.cerning the de

velopment of t ,he Church dur1nv, ell of' th:ts period, atten

tion 111 now center on the development or the pAr1sl church 

and the preac~i ng ~hich was done in the overall pictUl'e of 

the church wi th its d1~t"orent parts of parish cbnrch, cbap

tel" house, preaching cross and cathedral. 



CriAP'ri .a III 

Dl.Vl l!!LOPi,f.i:.i'lT OF CO :tt UIU'l'Y I,I~ t.,; AND T i.E. PARISH CffUilCH 

IrJ l cok i n0 .t·o1• ~h e or1g1n or the parish Chu.rch in 

·ns.~l and, t he q ues t ;:;oes back into Saxon history. The par

i s h chu: •ch had 1 t s 01~1g1n on t h e estar. e of t he Saxon land

o ~net•. The r11~sL churc'hes which we1•e in an, sense paro

ch i al wore erec ted by the thanes to servo the houseling s 

of t heir oste.tos a The tez•r., "par1sh0 a~ s-;,plied to the 

b oundar-:, or a d:f.str1ct was uz,.lcncwn in pre-conquest England, 

nor d oes i t occur 1n the Domesday survey or 10~5- 87, the 

word " ma noz•" being oom'llonl:, em loyeo.l 

'lhe s ense in whlch t he historlan Bede used the term 

pet .. 1 s h i r! the e i ~h 't h centuz-y signified a bi.shop's diocese, 

!•!'!., t he (!eo~raph1cal area over whi.ch the bishop exerc1sod 

jurisdic tion. Ti,e b oundar•ies ot "parish es" in Saxon days 

were 11 ttl,., mol'"e t en ci v11 di visions, cc-extensive w1 th 

t he ostatea €',X"anted t o t h e thane s b y succeosive kin~s end 

noble so !C'ne con11ection ~etY1een tlle private estate and the 

church on it •1as defi ne d b y Canute early 1 n the eleventh 

cent u1•y: 11 I f a -ch ane has a church on hie boclond (est.ate) 

t o which a cemetery 1s attached, he shall give it a third 

pa:rt o!' bis tithe." 'I'hat expression "a cemetery" has 

l o . Ii. Cook, 'I·~e Eni lish Modieval Paris Church 
(London: Phoenix Rouse, ~1m1ted, 19~4), ?• la. 
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a1gni1"1cance because the1 .. e is evidence thnt bei'ore churches 

were built. the Cm-1st1on r1tGs •e~e orten performed in the 

open air at a place marked by a stone cross and adjoining 

a burial place .2 

Tha ev!.denea sh ows that when a visiting mlss:f onsry 

muld come ti•om s oma monastic cantor to preacli and to ad

min1 ster the sac r nment;s, th& r,l'!th.ful would ttatheJt st the 

crosa. In t he early days 0£ missionary work, a ~ortable 

altar would be place d bero~e thia cross. Going back this 

rar 1 nto the development of' the ch\lrch• 1 t 1s netural that 

Bn, 15sh climnte would make it desirable to build an altar 

house to protect t he altar and the worshipers from the 

elements. '!'his is t he beginning of the par!.sh church. 

'!'he t hane was not concerned too much about the convenience 

of bis tenants. for he built the church convenient to bis 

own dwelling. In sone tnatancea · this placed the church at 

t he V &JIJ extremity of the parish. Another interesting 

sideli ght of t h is development was that in some instsncas 

it l 6d t o t he erection of two churche s vo~y close to e1cb 

other. i n some i nsta nces in tho same church yard. Examples 

or this can be seen in the Essex churches of Willingale 

Doe and ra tlingale S sin, both in t he same y ard; anothet

example is in 'Norfolk, North Walshem and Antingb am; mar 

Louth in Lincolnshire , the churches or Alvin h am and 
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Nozatb Cock~:t•i no:ton ar-e but 30 ;f'eet a'!)art.3 

This break-un of hn~land lnto parishe s was not a sud

den t h1.ng , but it wa s a eradual develol)ment. I t Sa said 

t hat b, t he middl e of the seventh century the K1n*do~ or 

Ke nt had been parc6lled out in this manner. Much of the 

honor f'oI• ·thi s '-";oes to Archbishop ilonor1us or Cante:-bU?"J, 

but it i s to 1\zoc bbishop Theodore ( ~69-90), t he virtual 

crea t or c t' t he Ch tll."ch or i::r1gl.and, that the pa?"ochial divi

sion or t he diocesan a I"oas t hroughout tbe land must be at

tributed. He encoureged the Saxon landowners to erect 

church son t he ir l a nds, iving them perpetual patronage. 

Tha r iest who offic i ated 1n a church thus founded by t he 

lendowne1" was a private chaplain to the to\.mdel'"o Until 

t he tenth centm,y the rural cle r !r.f were mostly ~nboneticed 

cle:;•p;y , 1'eall y i n t h e employ ot the landownei-. Vihen the 

pr 1eot wes g i ven t he cu~e of souls, the ri ht to beptizo, 

merry and bur y t he people on t he estate, he came under t he 

authority of t he bishop.4 

By- t h.o t'hirteent~ cent'Ul"j' t he llm1 t s or porishc,s were 

clear l ;r de:f'S. ned and t he. cc11trol was transferred to the 

chu~ch. This was a netu~al result for oftan a parish cover

ed t wo ma nor s, or two paI"isbc s mede up a manol". Af'ter this, 

all t ne a f fairs or t he parish were conducted by the church 

3!.M.g.. pp . 19 f 0 

4~ •• p. 20. 
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and the priest -rms no lcnger a 2ervant ot the lord of the 

manor, but directly under the bishop or the diocese. The 

pariah became a rel1 ious community organized -with a con

stitution that recognized the ri ghts or the individual in 

self-govern.~ent 9 thcu h subject to the bishop. The parish 

ol9cted war dens and o.fficers 1.n a deliberative assembly; 

those men were chari;ed \71 th care or the churc'1 p~operty 

rhich often c ons1.sted of" l&nds nnd houses, f'locks and 

herds, as well e.a the furni sh, ~ s or the church.5 

Ha1. .. kin . back to t e ct'eot,.on or the perish church on 

the eatetG of the landowner, the Dom~sday Book shows the 

churches ns appends tt,es to the manor. From t his ..-;e can 

clear l y see t hst the manor created the perish, the church 

woe t he propcrt:1 or 1~he landowner and the mess priest ;.7as 

h~e servant. The lord or t be manor therefore held the 

advowsen, !•£•, the r~ r,ht or p~esent!ng a rector to the 

caurch.6 Selzrnan gives some interesting definitions in 

this connection with ~ererenc& to the mean1n~s of the 

uords wh 1.ch a,re o.f'ten he ord in connection with parochial 

arraS.rE>. 'l'he p!'ie &t '118S celled the "rector," i•.!•, ruler 

or 11 person," i.e., the chief person of the psri. sh. 'Re 

was give n a certain amount of land, called the glebe, and 

a certain yeerl:, sum, chiefly derived rro?D t1t,hes. Out er 

5Ibid. 

6~ •• p. 1 8 . 
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the sums t hus roce1 ved t he rectcr had to kee p the church 

in repair, ass ist t h e pocr and show hos pi t11lf ty to vJ s1 t ors. 

I n :nany place s this income would amount to a pitta nce, 

while in ot hers i t wculd be a handsome sum. 7 Tho abuse 

Whi ch cr&pt i n l e t e .r• 0 t het of the rector "in absentia," 

led to th~ rect or s endin a ~v i car,"!•~•• a subst itute to 

do t he meni al ch.ores of t h e -:>:1.r~ s h for a small s ·um, whf le 

t he rec t cr poc1teted the l ar ger shel'e. Ofte n the 1 orii or 
the rnenc~ ~ould give the odvowson of his church to a monns

tery , then t;r.o monks \'lould r;ot loa'll~e from t h e bishop to 

11 ep5>r opr iata" the chur ch , by '.1hich they become the rector s 

en nay woulu appoint a vicar to serve the pari sh , o~ 

w uld deaig1,ato one or t heir members t o d o so. At all 

events , in this man?l9r the monaster y wculd receive the 

gr eat tithes at l east, those or corn ond wool; t he vicar, 

nt mos t, v'/Cluld receive t he leeser ti t hee or pr a ctically 

ev ryt h1~.g el s e from cabbages tc coal mines. 

Anot her item i n t he church picture which should be 

mentioned is the f ound1n or chapels or ease. 1'hese wer e 

e s tablished wt:e re people .ha~ d1ff'1culty in gett1na: to the 

pari sh church • beceuso or bod roads• weat her or the dan=er 

of robbers. They wer e , netu1•ally. in Olttly!nc: d:t s t T'i cts 

and were built and su~~orte d by .the people who used them. 

'fhe mother church ., h owever• r etained t he r1 thts or bapt.1 s m, 

7~. F. Salzman. ~nP-lish ti r e in the Yiddle A~es 
(Oxford: Univ r s ity Press, lP?.7).,p.lfr-. 



21 

marriev.o and burial. 'l'he tithes wero still paid to the 

mothe~ church on certain festivals. tater, by ordinance 

or the bishop, these wr.uld bocomo pariah churches.A 

The number or chii.rches in England ls d1~t1cult to esti

mato during any period. For instance the Uomesdey Survey 

docs not r,; ive an a ccurate account of the chlll"ches 1n EnJ,\l&nd 

for less than 2000 a1•e mentioned. A direct quotation fi-om 

Cook 1n this respect is partinont~ 

Dooumants relat ing to the Taxation of the En~lisb 
Churc h by Po pe N.i.cholas IV, prepared by order or 
Edward I 1n 1291 1ves more definite statistics. 
The numb r of parish church es by tbs end or the 
1 3th century waa ap~oximatel~ 8 1 085 to whfcb 
mua t bo Addod 450 chapel~ies.9 

The Qccuracy of such stet1st5cs has been questioned 

by nny ~~iters . a. c. Coulton in his bcok on t he Bleck 

Death l ays t~e r e&so~ ror t hose ineccurcies to the use or 
Rori1en numeJ'als. 

• •• not until the end of the pcrSod did Arabic 
numeral s come into fairly common use ror the sim
plest purposes; t hey always r&mained the exceotion 
rather t han the rule; but without Arabic numerals, 
even t he mos t elementary eritnmatical calculations., 
could be done only bj round about methods. tet 
t he roader, for instance, try to ~ultiply 82 by 79, 
or divide 6778 by 82, with nothing but Roman nu
merels.10 

This c ommont was mad.e in connection with the numbers 

8cook., !?.E• ci t., p. 21. 

9Ibid., p. 20. 

lOo. c. Ce1ulton, 'l'he Black Oeeth (New York: Robert ''• 
~oBride end Co., n.d.)-;--p. 43. 
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who died from the Plaguo, however, the calculations apply 

equally- well to any counting or cal culatI.ng which was done. 

Though t he chU?"ch wan pri mar11y bull t r or the rali~iou.s 

wo~ship or the people, that parish churc~ filled many another 

need in t he 11 ves of the people, for 1 t was the center of' 

their social li re as much as tlie manor or villa was the 

center of t heir work l i fe. This held true all tho way up 

t<? and beyond the :tef'01•mation. This parish church was as

ooclatcd with e ve 'f"y e ve n.t in the y6arly round of' paroch,.a1 

l!fe . rt was used as a hall, as the place for fairs or 

marKets u At tiroos it would resemble a co~n exchange, or 

it woul d bec ome tt e storehouse for man,. sorts or items. 

The s ·tttonr. box of tho cbm•ch bt>Caiil8 the depository ror val

uables as doeds am the like. The festivals or the church 

were the holidays from \"lorlt for the people. These festi

vals call ed for merriment, end the nave or the church was 

the s pot where s uch things were held. Vory ortan these 

celeb.:'"at1ons 3.ncluded an ale, called "church-ales." The 

ale ror thi s ·e s made 1n tbe parish brewhouse with malt 

that was purchnsed by the wardens from church rnon1es, oi

fl'orn monios g 1 van by the parishioners, according to t h eir 

means. ~1h ese church-al es wtn•e occom9ani cd by dancing in 

the church 9l"C.>'par. The monies realized from these ales 

wel'e msi .. kod fo2' a number or purpaaes; some ,.ent to mske 

necesssz,y l"opairs to the church. some to provide a dowezay 

tor son1s poor brides in the parish, others might be 
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distributed as alms to the poor.11 

One or the spacial observencos wblch dated bac~ to an 

ancient custom v1aa the colebr-atlon or the parish wake, a 

roast commemo?"ating the bu!ldin5 or tho chUI'ch and 1 ts 

solemn dedicati on. These oloo took place 1n the nave and 

often became riot ous celebrations. They must have brought 

condemnot:tons 1 n t eir wake. We can soo this from t he 

declarat j on of Charles t as lato as 1633 countormandfng 

the prohibitio n of 11 f'easts o'f" dedication ot chUZ"ches com

monly cal l e d wakes ••• but the justices of the peace 

shell l ool< t o it t hat all disorders the:re may be p-revonted 

or puniehod.nl2 

Th.e prar shes wh:i.ch used a monastic c~urch undoubtedly 

hed t hei r difri cultie s on t his score. T~e supposition is 

that the monks YIOuld II perm!. t no pe:rochial hi gh ji nlfB with

in t he walls" as Cc:-ok puts it.13 By the end or the :r1tteen

th century, many or t.bo chw-c.hos replaced their b:rewhousea 

with a church-house or hall, which ,·,as used for ''the ales, 

wives dancing and other social activities."14 

Anothe:r f a cet o.r parish life which should be n1ention

ed 1n this connection e1~e the pa:rish gilds, bocau.se they 

llcool-t, .2.E.• cit., pp; 2 8 '£. 

12Ibi_s., p. 29. 

l3illg_. 

14Ib1d. -



24 

also staged such soclal activitioa. The first gilds were 

really benefi t s ocieties and burial clubs, 1nte~osted in 

works of c harit:y·, and 1n having mass said 1n behalf of 

bI"athren, livh,g a n d doad. They had their origin 1n the 

Corpus Christ i c lobret :l.on f ounded by Pope Urban IV in 1254 

in honor of t he SacPement or tho body or our Lord. ~'his 

celeb· at1o n \?a s narkod b y a solemn pi-ocesa1on o.f t he 

Blesse d Sac:i:•a ment a nd a display o.f pageantry by memb ors of 

t ho gild . Thes e gild s had some very prominent members like 

Richar d tI, enry IV, Renry V, Henry VI and Edward IV. 

Af t e r t ho Bl a c k Dea th t hese gilds 1ncr~asod, so thot some 

chu:rches had two and t h r e e of· them. A comment by a s1x-

t enth century preache~ quoted by Cook gives e good charac

te~ization of these doi n~s: 

t\"an.y c o1.1,nt1•y folk who lce e p oerta1 n g ild commemo
rati ons come t oget her on cortein days or the year 
and . ol d t he i r ~eas t s with in t he oh'IJ1'9ch , perc1ience 
becaus e t h ey h ave no li.ouses la.?"ee enou ~b tn h old 
so gr ea ·t a c ompeny, and thus with surfo1t1n~ and 
d.runkon.ness a nd o t hor f ilthines s they do p?"o.fane 
t h e senctu.ery of G d.1 5 

Many e t tompts •;ere mado to control these t h ings, as 

well as chur ch f ei?.'"s, ho,ievo1•, t h oy SEte m to have persisted 

i n many quart ers • 

...Al l o~ t h is s hows that t he por1sh church from earliest 

times, all. thr ough tho r,ed1eval a ~es was ver')' closely 11rik

ed with t he l ife of t he individual parishioner. The people 

15!,lli., P • 31. 
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who were so closely esscciated with the church aro the 

peo~le to who:n the proach.er preached. They made up what 

would be called in modern terminology "the c ongregation." 

With t his in mind the preacher or the Medieval age 

takes his place 1.n the many spots where he did his preech-

1r,.g. 



CHA?TJ.!ll IV 

Tfl.E P~ AOJJllflS 

In asking who this prooche-r was, we CO'P!le up witb an 

answer VJh c'h 1s va1•1ed to say the least. Perhaps 1 t wou1d 

be better to ask t he question as G. R. Owst puts it 1n tho 

vn-ry f i rst Ylo:rds of h :ls bcok, " ,Jho can lawfully preach'?," 

whj ch he cal ls a t ypical question put by t he Re~imen 

ru!imaru~. He shows the accroditotion which 1s necessary. 

P~18sts, doac~ns and subdoacons, 1£ thay have 
nraferment and tho care of souls (si habeant 
p~elat1onem et curam animarum);-becauae those 
so e :it,. tled preach by reason or their pre.t'or
ment, not by reason or their ordor.l 

The r e lar spokesman in the pulpit was thus natlll'al• 

l y tho bishop and t he ctu•ate or beneficed parson, who was 

char ed with t he ministry to souls. 01' cou-rse, there wore 

many others wh o did praAc~ing , e~peoially in the later 

edievol time, 11 onks and ,1endj cents, Uni vorsl ty ,el'oduates 

! n theolo~y , v1ca:rs, chaplains, pal9doners and I'Gclusea, 

even the TomplaI' '3nd 'flnspttaller." But all of t h ese we:re 

edmf tted to t h e ranks or preacb!) l"S only by s pecial y,r-1 vi

l e~e, be1n licensed by their own l)Ilelati; and by the 

pel'son char g,ed with the care or the souls in the place 

where they proeched.2 

- - ----
l o . a. Owst, :freachi ng !!!, n-lEtdievel &ni;land: !!! Intro

duction to Sermon ?J.anusoripts S!l_ ~ Period (Cambridge: 
Uni VEtl!.Bi ty P.!:"ess, 1926 J, P• 1. 

2tb1d. --
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In B'.IOeking 01• the pt'Olat1 as being the bishop and the 

person, there must bo included with these the of ficers like 

archbishop , archdeacon, the ngreat abbots" who might havo 

charge or a 0on3r e1Jation. Remaininv. , bowevez-11 with the 

s imple classificat i on of t he bishops, raal1z1.ne; that they 

are represe nt ative of t h e entire gi;ooup of hi her cle~gy , 

an understandi ng can be ~rasped or the quot ati on or Dr . 

tyndwood by wst: 

Bishons :l ndeed can preach eve?-'yv1hezoe, unless ex
pressly n~oh ibite d by d1oeesons, follow1 ~ t hat 
sayi ng in Na·t;t hew, "Oo ye out into all t ho world 
and preach 111 mode to t :ie a post les, in \Yhose place 
the bis hops are their successors. None the less 
they cannot bestow t he authc~1ty to p~aach u pon 
othe1•s save wit hin t heir own d1oceses.3 

The bishop and archbishop would preach in their own 

cathedrals to the people who made up their parish. Their 

office woul d al so demand or them they they pre ach on the 

visitation of a pn1•1. sh or or tho chapter houso. 9ut even 

her e , when people would expect the bishop to preach, ver7 

often tbe y woul d have someone in their company who did the 

p:reeching foz• t hem. Some of the r easons rm- this will be 

dealt with i n a f ollowing section. 

The bishops e nc oUI"o~ed one a nother in t heir duty or 
pt'eachinr. t o the peot>le under their splri tual care. In 

t nis connect ion, Owst bas o quotation f r om R1chal'"d P1tzralph , 

Archbish op of" t,r'!'llB!?:h which sl .ows such an oxh r t ati on .f'rom a 
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a&rmon once pr e ached et Avignon on the duties or bishops: 

And Jesus Rent about all Galilee, as a zealous 
phys i cian ~ocs about among the sick, adm1n1ster
lng suitable medicines for any and every corr.
plai nt. 'l:be T.,ord Jesus 1nde:ed _,,ent about each 
region in turn; hut we ( prela tea)• who are 
past ors or a sin~le r egion each, have net the 
necess1t:, "to s o about the regions." Neverthe
less we ou~h t t o go ab~ut and examine the 
sev~ral compla i nts of our people, and diligent
l y nttend t o t hose among the people who are 
af flicted wi t h t he disease or avarice, t hot we 
may neke eo:ne aermon c oncerinin3 the ev1 l or 
avarice, t o the restoration ot health.4 

Ther e woro s ome good reasons why the bishop did not 

pr each of t ene~ , ror in many instances he was involved in 

mor-e than bei ng the s piritual leeder or the flock. He 

could very ~ell be l i ke Odo , the half brother of William 

t he Conqueror, who was t be Bishop or Bayeus, but at the 

sa:na time \IJS s the Earl er Kent• Another example o!" this 

is t he Bi shop of Dur ham, w.ho was not only the spiri tua1 

hoad of t ho see , but also lord of the Platinete or Durham; 

and the s eal s howa the episcopacy on the one side and the 

lord in f ull ,u•mor on the other side.5 

In other i nstances, some bishops we~e titular heads 

of l'IIOre t h an ona epi s copal see or t ho church; and 1 t was 

qui te evi dent that t hey could not fulfill their preaching 

responsibilitios in two places at the some t1~o. Tekin~ 

t hose di f f erent thin?.S tor- other. it r eadi ly can be s e·en 

"ill!!·, p . 1 5 . 

5t. F. Salzma,i • .i:.nrtlish r,t r e 1?1 t h o ~!iddle A~es 
(Oxford: Univorsity Press, 1! 27 ),p . 33. 
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that the bishops 1n some instances would have auch a multi

plicity of dut!.es that it \'fc,uld leave little tir.ie for pro

perat1on of t he sermon to be prea~hed to the pnr1sh1oners. 

Some or the la~ger bishoprics undoubtedly had much business 

wh1ch would o~ noccss1ty consume the time or the noble 

cleric at the head or it. Thero must. however, in all fair

ness be added that there was a goodly am unt or laziness 

involved in t his laclt ot prseaching• as well as unsuitability 

ror t he off'ice ,1hlc h t hay claimed to r111. An 1 ntol"esting 

U .• ht is s hed on thi s in a quotation concorntn the Bishop 

of Durham, LotJ1s de Beeumonti it deals w1 th his consecra

t i on: 

••• 1.t is aaid that he understood not Latin, 
a nd c cu.ld sce:-ce pronounce 1 t. At is conse
cration , he wes to make a formal profession, 
but he could not ?"e ad ,.t tnough he had boen 
instructed i n it for days befo~ehsnd; having 
ar rivo<l v;i th rnany pro:nftin?;s from others at 
t he word " .etropol1 tan' Y1.b1ch attar many gasps 
could not pI•onounco it, finally said in French, 
"Let. that be taken as readl" All bystanders 
were amazed~ mourning that such a man should 
be consecrated bishop. Another time, when 
conferrin0 ijoly Orders. he could not pronounce 
t he phr ese in aon1e;mate. he said 1n French to 
thos e wlio tcod by, 11 By St. Louis the mon was 
a clown thot wrote this wordl"G 

~"hen the bishop did preach, it ~as customary for him 

to grant an 1ndul~enca to those who came to hear him. On 

his visitations• though people m1~ht be disappointed that 

the P,r eat lord or the ch'U%'ch di4 not pi-each himself• he 
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would customax-1ly grant an 1ndulgonce • even though someone 

or his c ompany occupied the pulpit in his behalf. Such 1s 

the overvi,w.i or the uppo1• esohelon or the -orelnti in the 

period. 

It 1.s qu:t t e natural. to movo t:rorr. the "overseer " to the 

one who wos the man on the scone in tho parish ~leld in i t s 

tl'"ue.r scn1sa 9 t·:i.e local parish l)riest. or using tho dist1nc

ti.on fl-om pi•el a •ci to h is CUl"at1 • the one charBed w.! th the 

cu.re o~ s ouls. The r emains o~ the prear.h1ng done by those 

humbler roan in the parish are row 9 so that it is dirticult 

to get a clear picture or t he amount or work done by them 

1n t hi s f i eld . This 1s understandable ror the ave1"ea;e 

parish parson to this day does not have his _preaching 

activities r ecorded in most instances. Owst mokos the ob

servat:f.on t ha t t here is only 11m1 tad :roi"erence to the 

preaching activi ties of the great ~en in the Registers and 

other ecclesies tioel documents. end goes on to say~ 

How much move natural it is to find tt,..at such 
refer ences i n thom to the ordinary parish clergy 
are ra:re:r stilll If the evidence or t ; e,.r de
linquency. their incompetence and idleneos did 
not abcund on t he other hand. "no news" he?"e 
mieht well be ta ken as the sign or " ~ood news•" 
and a ~ener al he althiness in the bod7 cle~!cal.7 

There 1s evidenco 9 however., that the parish priest 

did preach. The characte:r1z$t1on or the fa1 thful "persoun" 

of Chaucer, \Yes not something which w~s a figment o~ the 
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autho1• 1 s ima gination., but b:r1n .. ~s us a record that there 

were fa1 thful .£,_urati. Of' hitn Chaucer wr1 tos 1n bis Pz-olop:12e: 

A ~ood man 7as ther of religioun, 
A~d uas a povre Persoun or a toun; 
But riche be was of holy thoght and werk. 
l!e was also a larnad man; clerk, 
That C1•:i.stes e ospel trewely wolde preache; 
His paris :s ens devou.tly wolde he t ti-ache. • 
On-to his povl:'e pa:risshens abcuto 
or his oi·:rr ing , ond oak of his substaunce. 

• • 

Even tou1.h th~ person 1 n his own prolosue claims he 

1s not a l ear ned man, t here surely 1a somethina typic~l in 

th1s charact ~J:'~.zstion by Chauce1•. This kind of a man would 

not be v ory apt to record his sermons; for most of tho ser

mons rocortled by othors :1ere directed to men like him. 

From t ho •i me of Charlemag ne on, there were such colloctions 

or homilies . 'l'hose eo1,.lections ttere designed to bring the 

tenets or t he Cbz-1s tion i'ai th to the pnz,iahioners. One such 

colloction of homilies was by Edric, a monk or Abingdon. 

11'hey were a ppointed to be l'ead in the churches in lie11 ot 

sermonso These \.7ore expositions of the teachings of the 

Ango-Saxon Church on many vi tel points or Chl-1st1an doc

t:rine. 9 

VJben r endinG; the :requ!.ren1ents which are outlined ro:r the 

parson, t he impression is received that the qualifications 

8aoef1"rey Chaucer, 'l'he Cante:rbu:r..z Tales• edited by 
F. N. Robinson (Boston: Roughton Mifflin Company. c.1933)• 
11. 477-489. 
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were indee d adequate; Owst quotos a Master Robert Rypon, 

a sub--pr-1 or of" Durham e s say1 ng 1 n a synodal sermon t hat a 

good life i s the pI'eache:r•s first qualifica tion, anc:1 addE>d 

to t hat c 001pe t e nt kno,;,led~e 1 
11restat auod sciontia est 

.£UI'ato necess a~ if!.. " To t his is added, "Cur-ati a?'e :requil"ed 

to have s k n c,wl odf; of tfol y Scripture with which they may 

PI-eoch ·to the PE>O!l l e t he ViOI"d or God. ••10 

Th!3 same prea cher , oes on to show us the medieval 

pzoeschoz- ' a a ssc,nMal l i braary : 

And t hte knowledge , ncco'di ng to the Canon 
(dist . 38 ), c onsis ts s pecifically in the fol
lo 11 ni ... " Th e bcoks wh i ch it is necessary for 
pr i e s ·ts to stu dy a nd know are t h e Book of tha 
Saoremar1ts , t he 1,ect1onory 1 the Anti:phoner, 
t he Hapti.ste r ium, the Con1potus, t he Canones 
Poanitentisl es, and nomilies throu~hout the 
yeoJ:1 f or Sundays and Festlvals. 11 And ir the 
p:rie s t •s 0 1~ " cut•ate •s" l<nowledgo or any sinzle 
o e o r t heso i s l a ck i ng , hordly is he wort h.y 
or t he name or n~iest •••• I no not say 
t 1at he is bound to know ell these thi np, s by 
hart ; but i t suf~ices that he should know 
how tor ad them d i stinctly , unde:rstanrl them 
clear l y , an.d exnound, them plainly as often os 
it is h1a dut y.11 

'l'here a r e some reco1'"ds of' these humbler sarvents de

rendin , t hemselves in the i r preachi ng . Owst quotes one or 
them and says t ha t i t i s i n a manuscrip·t which "seems to 

be the Ylork or an unp-retentiou.a homilist • • • diminutive, 

unador ned, unrubrica ted, 1n faded brown ink upon no vellum, 

lOowat, .2.E• ill_., p . 2a. 
11~., P• 29. 
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If 
• • • 

And (if) a bishoppe or a doctoure atond up to 
preche tho worde of God, muche pepull wtll drawe 
the tner,-:arde to here hym; and z1f'1' he repreye 
vices and synne, t be pople will not gruche never 
a dele azeyns hy ·, ne the! will not rorzett 1s 
wordes" Bu,t lot a sympull prcste as I am soth 
t he uord or God to you, and ze s~tt no price 
t he~eby ••• w Thus rrareth grett mens wordes 
now adayes, t he1 ben taken grett hede or, and 
pore mGns \"lords bt1en sett on syde.12 

Another testi~cny quot din the samo source, is said by 

t he writor to be i'~om t he tif'teenth century i•:nglish version 

I h ave b o n a pre,ste this rourty wynter and 
more, and have fastid, waked, and prayde, ~one 
on pil:gr1ma s o , and prechid, and by the mercy 
or God I have toreyd many soules to God.13 

However•, l e st tl1e impression 1s lert that all of the 

pool' parsons of t he medieval ne.riod were mali r.;ned individ

uals, who \Vere actually followS.ng in the f ootsteps or the 

Apostles , followlnr, the instructions which were Riven t~em, 

and follo~11n~• the exa..rn'!)l.es or tho parsons who have bean 

quoted, the other side of the picture deserves a seeing 

and a hoar:lng . The Master .Rypon quoted earlier !;';ives a 

5,onerol indict;i,ent, relating to the lacks: 

Assuredly, some or them (the pastors) are 
destitute of this f ood, because many know 
not how to expound a single article of the 
li'ai th, nor one precept of' t he Decalogue; 

12!!2.!g. • Po 21. 

1312.!!!• • P• 23. 
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and - what is worse - when they lack "this 
bread" t ho'l1salvos, they na1;;lect to lea.rn what 
they do not know. Nary rather-, whet 1 s worst 
of all, many of them despise knowledge and toach
il1g , and r eject knowledcr.e; or, if by chance they 
havo any knowled G , or a .nodarate amount of' it, 
by entangl:1.ng themselvciS in secular af.fa.1ra, oi-

1 vi ng themselve s up to pl.ea sure, tho:, cost thet 
little away in their !'olly.14 

Tho exhortati ons which were given th& clor3y in this 

res ect, soem t o •indica te that there was need for such 

prodding o A w~iter, r eferring to a council which wss con

vened at Oxfovd in the year 1223, says: 

• •• p~iesta were exhorted "not to be dumb dos, 
out ~ith s alutary bark to drive awa7, the disease 
or s pil"i t ual v,olve s from the floclt. •15 

Fr om another c ouneil that convened in the ye a?' 1281, 

at Oxfor d ther e exist s a document known as Peckham•s Con

stituti<l!'.!!., dr awn up by John Peckham, Archbishop or Canter

bu:ry, in i1hich the charge is ztecorded: 

• • • every- priest havin~ charge or a floclc do 
t'ouI" t ,.:'?ies s yeaz, on one or more solemn feast days 
••• 1nstr1.1.ct the -people in the vulg ar language 
on t he A.:rticlee or tho Croed, the Ten Command
ments, t he Evanc:elical precepts, the seven works 
of mo~cy , t he s even deedly sins, the seven prin
cipal virtues a nd the seven Sacraments.16 

1'he f act that t hese constitutions are reiterated 

through the ya ars 5 surely gives indication that the:re ,11as 

need for such exhortation and command. 

14~ •• P• 29. 

15cook, .21!• ill•, P• 36. 

l6Ibid. 
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That there was a ppalling i gnorance omong the clerg 

on this level ls ev1dent f'l'om the C9?ftplaints ~h!ch ~ere 

made against the cler ~y all through the Middle Ages. Tho 

people, ordinaril y , vould look to their parish 'P?'ieat to 

give them instruction in the fundamentals of t~e Christian 

faith; but manr parish priests knew as little as their. 

pa1•ishionors o i'o shoVI this appalling -ignorance, Salzman 

cites an i.nstance whi ch comes after the ~erormetion, Blaho~ 

Hcop r •s visitation in 1 552: "scores or clel"gy who could 

not tell who was the author ot the Lord• s 'Prayel', or where 

it ~as to be r ound.nl7 This author also quotes ftaom 

" Parson Sloth" in the 1/ision of Piers Plowman: 

I have bee n px-l est and parson to%' thirty winte?'s past, 
but I C3nnot solta or sir.g, or r ead a latin life of 

· saints; 
But I c an f ind a hare , in a field or in a ru~row, 
0et t er than constl'ue the first Psalm or explain it to 

the parish. 
I con hol d a friendly meet!n~, I can cast a shl re 1s 

accounts, 
But in mass-book or Pope's edict I cannot regd a line.18 

There are e number or thin~s which contributed to this 

decline and negli genct>o '?osaibly the greatest contributing 

factor in this was the development by the church er the 

vezry thi113s which she 1'1anted her -px-leots to preach. Among 

theae things might be mentioned sac.i-ament.alism. their lives 

began and ended with sacraments or the church; the veneration 

17salzman, 2.E• ill•, p. _113. 

l8Ibid., p. 112. 
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ot saints; oxtollinn- the virtues of "holy" pope; and whot 

passed for v i rt1'e s 1n thoso day s, chiefly submftt1nB to 

ecclosisstical authority. To those thin~s would have to be 

8dded the "P3l"'son "in absentia." SomG of t.heso -i:,et"lahes had 

good 1 nco , es from t1 thes end '1ere much sc-u.,.ht after, very 

ofte11 gotn~ to neople who had int'luence, but little ability 

and no i ncl1ns t1on t o ssr,,e the people 1n the1l' !'.)arish. 

The~ pre fer1"ed to be 1n the populous centers like London and 

Y ~k , o n the Conti nent or elsewhere, l eaving t he care of 

thei r paI>ish to s vicar \'lhom they hired for a pittance. 

On the; ratte occasions when t hoy :r-etnl"nod and wanted to 

occu-p.r t heir pul pita, O\Yst makes a Vti?'Y intorest!ng comment 

on this: 

After all, pe~ eps, it was sometimes better that 
roetors should not retUl"n to occupy a neglected 
villa;;e pulpit ,. 'J:heir song on such random visits 
waa apt to be ell of one tune end that an exceed
ingl y bsd one : 

BiJt. eve r amcng al other nede 
H s owne erende wol he bade, 
ThRt the!~ bryn~o heore offeyn,,aes 
'l"o ohirche , and.heore tythln es.l~ 

,"/1th the docli ne of t h e :re s -poet 1n wh1eh the :m.rish priest 

1ns held, there we1"a r .wer me n who wera ui 111 n'; to enter 

into this work with pro?a~ preparation. The a ppeal or the 

otbe~ vocations opon to bri~nt or ambitious youn.F; mon also 

had its et:rect u po n this. Owst raises this plaint in a 

quotation '' \"Jhy does t he r., w School have a hundred or two 

19owst, 21!• c:\,1., PP• 45 f. 
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hundred pupils, where tha School of 'fheology hos not 0 •1en 

tive~• 2o The re c a n be no doubt that t h e Black Doath in the 

mi ddle of the twelfth century had so:ne effect u -pon t h is 

also, fol" i t t ook ina ny a pox-1sh priest, and replacements 

were not or t h e h!.~hes t or dor. Evidence is 'Jiven by Coultcn 

t hgt this i n e moas uro brc-u~ht on the \•·yclif movement w1 ·th 

i t s e mphasi s o n preech.,. n,:: to the -necple. There \Tere deop 

s e a ted c h a n~es which \"/ere wrou~ht by this Black Death , for 

\'11th t h is c ome s a cla mor• f or refor:'l'l • . This wr1 ter quotes 

ftton1 s orne .r tha VJycli:f propositions: 

I t em, (they hold ) that no rector or vicar or 
'Pl'e l at or en:, ld nd is oxcus~d f rom resi.d1 ng 
pel"sc- 1al l ;y in his o\"ln parish by the .f'act thot 
be i s in t he s e rv i ce of a bishop or arcbbi .ah o p 
or ~o~e . r t ~m, that it ia not lawfu.l torJ 
pr i ut to oe t h is s orvices to hiro •••• 

'l'ho supprc s :don of' this movement ror political r easons did 

not he l p t he cause of the clol'ics in E~~land. This did not 

o~d t o t h e r e s pect whJ ch t he pax-1sh1onar had tor.- his por son. 

Sti ll t~e priests per ro~med f u nct1o"s r e lated to t he 

l ive s of t. e 60'0l e o:f t he i r Da r ! sh,~e, whether thi s ,:ms in 

the city o~ in tle vi l l a _e . They exerci sed tlie otr1ces or 

Chr 4 s tian worsh i p a s i t wa s t b.en condu cted: 

••• t e r ,1ad the Scl'lptures, px-c•s cherl, Pt"BJ'
ed, sa~ , said ma s ses, and heard confessions; 
t hey porro~mod fur.orals a nd marrie .os a nd baptisms; 

20Ibid., P • 33 . 

21a. c. Coulton, Th e Black Death (Mew Yol"k: Robert ~ . 
liCBt"'!de and Co., n.d • )-;--p. 112 • 
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they instructed the 1 ttno?"ant, oomt'orted the s~r
?"ow1ng , visit ed t hfJ sick, cheel'ed the dylnrt , 
helped the penitent, succored tne poor; somet.1ms 
the, rebuked the sins or the r.s.rG~• and somet1.1!Gs, 
alesl t he y i~itated them ••• • 

In view of the .feet t hat the1•e arc others \1ho did 

pre.aching on t he ~li.edieval scene, it is necessary to reserve 

judgment of tht\ t preaching until later. In closin~ this 

section ot t h e pr ese nt study, a q,u otation f:rom Owst, made 

by a s ub- prior or Durham, should serve to draw these t hings 

togeth~r: 

\:hat 'puni sh ont t herefore do the priesta of to
day mcrit 0 who enter upon the1~ ~hurches wltb 
the cure t hereof', and rarely or never proeach the 
1ord of God? Forsoot h , neithel' do t hey preach a 

3 0Od life by thei:r:• actions, which is called the 
preachin~ of en exenplar:, life . Assuredly . they 
e~e wort 1y of t he eve~tastin~ death nf the soul, 
w 1 ch is tl1G deetll of r:eh enna . 23 

Sti l l , it will hove to be said with Salzman: 

And how ver f.ar t he Church a s a whole f.el l short 
of t 1a Cnr, &ti.an il1aole, t"'iere were alwa1s many 
{!C'od ~r i e.s ts to teach those ideals, b3• \"lord ond 
example a nd to uphold truth end justi ce.24 

\ it t h i s. we tu~n to the othu~ stars who occu~ied 

the pulp-tts 1n t he Medioval ~ ri.od to see their erfects up

on tho 11 e of t heir times. 

With t ·e c omi~ of Christianity to England, A'Uf'ustina 

brought wi t h h im fo.rty manics, who :founded a chapter house at 

22 •dr,ln Charles Dargan. ! Ilistori ,2! Pr e ach ing (Grand 
Rapids, .t1ichir en: Baker Book House, 1954)• I, 225-226. 

23owut. 21?• ill•, p. 47. 

24salzman, .2.l?• cit.• p . 112. · 
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Canterbury . Duz,i n"' allot the early years of Roman Chr1a

t1an1 ty in i!.ng l.and, the monko :tz,om th-5 s beginning were -~1ve 

in the s pr ead of Chr i stianity. As history fflOVes through the 

centuries, h owever, t here 1s e decay whi ch sets in, bi-ought 

on by the l ack of need f or a vital missionary pro :ram, the 

g:rowing \veal t h of the monastic orders, the rolaxing of the 

rules of the order , t he declmat~ng or the ranks or the monas

te~ios by the i nvas i ons or the Danes, who seem to have 

raided f i rst t he rich monasteries. When Dunstan, who was 

born i n 925, b came Archbishop of Canterbury, he set about 

to cle an house , i nsti t uting e reform undo:r the Benedictine 

Rule. !Junstan had c ome .from one ot the throe great monas

t eries in hngl ond, Glastonbury;, a tact which led him to 

elevate t he n10nks in opposition to the canons and the clergy , 

this led to the s chism botweon the secular clergy and the 

re .:.ulars. Bl unt bri na:s out that signs of this conflict can 
~ -

be soe1, i n the decorati ons of the churches with carrica

tures of the monks .25 '!'his vll'J. ter elso states that most 

or the abbots, princi~al eccles!oetical officers and bishops 

of Kn land came from the monasteries.26 

Cor~u ption, however, catches up with the mQnlcS a~aln. 

They comet~ t he poi nt where they do no menial labor, but 

have hir ed serva nts in t he monastery to do thei:!9 f'o1•ming, 

25I. J • Blun.t , Sketch of !n!, Reformation ,!!a Ermland 
(London: John Murray , l. 8321, p. 24 .. 

26Ib1d. 
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cleaning, cooki ng , sot•Vi flB at tables and almost eveey other 

chore. Giraldus Cambre nsi s, a writer or t ho twelfth century, 

on his r e turn from the study of theology in Paris, rele tea 

a n account of h i s eat i ng with the monk,s or Canterbury. Re 

com'Dlai ns a bout t he t•ichness of the t sI"e, enum&l"'ating six

tee n dishe s , prepared by •~·cunning cooks"; he also complains 

t ha t t hey !'lad "wi nes i n ample profusion ••• anyth inp: and 

evc~yt hin but al e , t he boest or En~land and mot"e ea-pec1al17 

rtent . " lie draws t he c onclusion, what would the rounaer or 

t he order , St . Bene dj c t , s ay about all th1s?27 

Thell o\,slnntion of this decline with reference to the 

pulpi t iven b y Owst seems to be correct: 

But vi t al , potent i nterest tn pre aching , whether 
t o these f~om rdthin or from without the sacred 
clois t e~, eppee~s to be dead.28 

I t is t r ue th.at t he monks did some !,)reaching, however, 

ge ner ally i t wee not on t h e parish scene. They ~ere called 

upon t o p~each a t synods ; on occasion, they might preach in 

t heir ch a pt er h ouse, especially at the testi va le of Palm 

Sunday and Ciood 1.•ridR!f" • Ev en ot thesA letter, h owever. 

often t he pre aching wculd be done by some special visitor 

f'i-om t he University . When a new abbot or prior was to be 

installed , the monks would be subject to preach1n~, but, 

he:re a gain, it woul d 1n all probability be by an c utsider. 

27Ibi(!., p . 34. 

28owst, .2..2• cit., p . 4~ . 
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'!'here are Eiome l"Sl"e instances where a bishop would have a 

1tted monk as his 9~e achel" rw visitations, toking him 

trom his cloistored walls for th!s purpose. 

The monnstet-y, from wh1 ch many or the sermon bcoks or 

tho day h ad come did not reel the need for prod11c1ng any 

more. Jobn Cap~r eve, in a sermon·at Cambridge, speaklDP.: ot 

t he canons of St. V1ctor in Paris, said: 

We have in oure libraries many sundry bokos that 
to (two) chenones or t hat hous made, on or hem 
h i te F.eYie, the othir hi te Richard; notabel 
cleI"ld s t he! ware and men of holy lyt .29 

They folt no need to add to those thin·s, for the old 

wi ne ~as by far t he best as far as they were concerned. 

Those collactions of e arlier homilies, expositions and~

emplaria were s u£tic1ent for their needs. 

'l'he chan e a i ,n, t he ideals of the monks can be seen 1n 

t1,e quotati on in Owst, vrhe're the monk is made to say. "I 

wish to l i ve in ~ ace J n a convent; to road and sin • I 

don't ,·,ant to \'"UBh tbr i.tgh the WO?"ld, with all its weoryir.g 

lobo1Ws." Tl e monastor.y was looked upon as a rotre .ot from 

the world , ,hS ch t ok a~ay the only stimulus for or1~1nal, 

up-do-dot e pr each 4ng, namely, the touch end contact with 

tbe ao:mnon ~eopla. 

Even i 'n the churchas or t he abbeys, the monlcs, most 

otton are not t he p~eachers; even 1n Benedictine establishments. 

2 9tbid., P• 50. 
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we see the rival Mendicant friar doing a stint 1n that pul

pit .:so 

~ven though the monk was able to grant forty-days in

dul~ence to anyone who listonod to him prGach, as rar as 

the parochial scene is concerned, the mcnk was not a force 

with wh.!ch to r e ckon in the late J!edieval neriod. 

The roost interesting character, and he wee truly a 

cheroctor, was the man who wos not t~o particuler about 

where he did his pra Aching . It made no difference to him 

whether that p.roach 1 nft V1aa done in the pulpit 0%" out ct the 

pulpit, for he knew t hot ho would have an audience for a 

number or r a s ons. The man refet'red to is the 1iiand1cant 

Fri ar, a pa·rt of t he preaching host thot came into being 

in the l ate middle ~r the medieval period. 

These mendicant orders came into being duriny, the 

twelfth century, and round their way into England. 1'hey 

were organized, as prenchS.ng orders to deal with heresies, 

for examplo, t ho heresy of the Waldensian&. There were 

fotll' or these groups, the :£-'t>anciscana, or Fr1 ar !~ino?"s; the 

Dominicans, or Black Friars; the Carn1el1tes, o?" White 

Fzoiars; and the Au uatins or Grey Friars. They operated on 

a different ·pr1noiplo than did the monks. Though they took 

a vow or poverty, and at the beginning this excluded the , 

owning of houses or propfirty, it became evident that they 

30Ibid., P• 51. 
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wouJ.d need 'bases or operations in diff'erent areas, so the 

right was grant ed t hem to own property. They wero not al

lowed, however. to own anything more than the chapte~ h nae: 

no t.1elds or. r e venue producing properties were to be held 

by them. The i r ent! r e keep v,as to come .from be~ginJ! , 

whence the i r n..qme , ~e nd1 cants. The t irst· settlnment or the 

fl'iars wa s a t Ca nter bury in 1234 by the Franciscans; in 

1221 t he Domincans opened a hcuse at Oxf"ord. Soon all four 

or t hem had Tlour1sh1ng hcuses at both Oxford and Cambridge. 

These b ~ i n orders had t ho direct backin~ or the 

pope , f or t hey had bee n f ounded with his express permission 

and blessin~ . The power and authoi91·ty or the popes was 

mu:l nta1ned by t h em a gainst 'botn the seculars and the tnon\:s. 

The rivalx-y be tween t hese groups grows apace as we approach 

t ho end or t he V.edi eval period. It sh ould also be said that 

the friel"s were known as J>Atrons or the arts, they helped in 

mattel"s t heological• dealt t.ri t h civil law. v,ere collectors 

or books. The1:r estebl1 shments were literally show-places 

in t he .1e die1rnl world, someth1.n(;!; which a t.tested to t heir 

ability to wheedle money from people both great and s mall. 

A.s t he f irst need, f c:r wbJ ch t he OJ-ders were organized 

faded into t h e bsckg:round of histctty• these men h ad to seek 

other reasons tor their existence. They became emissaries 

with lsrge portfolio to keep the papal supremacy before the 

people. They also entered 1 nto the local ~cene in England 

in many ways, some gcod, some bad. Owst cites the gem.uses 
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of the preechi.ns art aB the Franciscan Bernar~tno, the 

Dominican Savnnarole • the l'..I'eat Berthold or Reger..sb11rg, to 

shew t h e sta t ur e of some or tho men in these orders. Not 

everyone 1n t he s e orders, however, could mntch up to thAse 

names. Se doe s sh ow t hat in every dispute in wh!.ch the 

friaJ:>~ r ea ched his toricol proportions, that those disputes 

raged a bout the pulpit ste ps: 

The;, d i s ute l ong with. t h e Universities, a nd t>w 
que s ti on of t he examinator y se1"fflon must ente:r 1n. 
!l:1hey dis-outa v,1 t h t he secular clergy., a nd it be
come s a str ~ i;.:.l e a mongst othel' things for :right 
of WAY to t he pe?" i sh pulpit. '!'hey dis!)nte with 
p~el ~tes and scholars over the subject or evan
.::r;l i col poverty; and a London preach! n - cr-oss 
beco -s a s trate,-ic point i n the cam~a1 r,n. In 
polit i cs , be~ind t he throng of ncisy ~ebels and 
di s contents, wl-\ether in t h e :robol11.on of Simon 
de Montrorii, t he Peasants .Revolt, or risings 
wb ch f ol low t he deposition .of Richard Tl, we 
catch gl j mpses or passionate, eloquent fr1.ars 
s t i rri ng men on to resist the tytanny_or the 
unsurpation which mars the ho~tr. 0 1 

Thei r rise in popularity showed that t hey tilled a 

need i n t he par ish scene , statinz t heir intent was helping 

the cuzsat eo. Chaucer's f'riar in t he Soi1Jnour's '!ale brings 

out t he need a s the friar saw it in the words, "T~1se 

curat z be,en f ul necl i ge nt and slowe. 1132 Owst shows that 

the Bishops• Registers throw so~e light on thjs too: 

~aymen explai n a t a parochial visitation, for 
exa?t,ple, v,it h rega:rd to t he pr oechlng of" their 
vi car, that whereas his predecessors h ad been 
wont t o call on .friars for the })Ul"pose., the 

31~ •• pp. 55 r. 
32cn.raucer , 212• ill•• 1. 181 6 . 
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Pl'"esent i ncumbent did not oa~e tcr them, and 
gave little encouraB§ment 1r they bappo~~d to 
appear on t h e scene.~3 

In a \Vox-ld i n which t here were no newspape?"s, nor b ooks 1.n 

the modern sense , no means of communication tbat was by any 

means r a p,.d, t hes e man wh o tx-aveled about, were well -pos tod 

on what was happening in t he world through the trgvela o~ 

their f e l low friars, c oul d portray a -p1ct'UJ'e or stronBe 

Places, e nd provi d e a v-11den1ng of tho hora!zons of the 

avera ~e msn. The s e Me ndicents served a usef ul !)Urpose as 

Owst so ni cely s hows: 

It 1s t o tho glol'"Y of t he :«endicant proachors 
or all t he Orders t hat, ss champions of the 
poor, t he y attaclted t he tyranny and op pression 
or t h e lor d , tho w.sal·nosses of t he knights, t he 
~ava~es or ~eteine~s, the cunnins and exto~tion 
of t he merc hants , t he corru ption of the law, in 
shor t , every conceivable f'orm of' injustice in 
t he l a nd . ~1th pas s iona te vio~ence they arra1 ng
ed t he s oc i al frivolities or the a v.e in high and 
l oi; alike, the amus ements men preferred to the 
holy ser v i ces or t 110 Ohuiscb.34 

Le s ~ t he impz•e ssi on be lef't t hat tho Mel".dicant was a 

pict'UJ.'le of pio\ls v i rtue, it should be pointed out that the .. 
exact opposit~ was true. These men had the country of' 

.England di vi ded i nto domai ns oi- "li1nits" whjch they work ed 

regulax-ly ,·dth tbei:r beg;ir,~. 'the picture wh i nh Blu nt 

draws is a good one : 

He could prea ch \'!he?"a he would; 11' h e c culd not 

33owet, .2.2• ill•• p. 72. 

34£?!5!., p . ao. 
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lawfully te.k& possession or the church or the 
minister, he could eroct his ambulatory pulpit 
at any Cross, in any parish, and rail (as he 
~egularly did) at the supinonea& and ignorance 
or t he resident pastor •••• He could con
foas whosoever might come to b1m.35 

It is under s tandable, why "blsck: sbeop11 in the pariah sought 

him out, as Chaucer shows in his Px-ologue: 

FuJ. swotely h .ard b & confession 
And plesaunt was his ebsolucioun; 
Thororor9 , Jn steda or woping and 
• en moot yev~ silver to t he povre 

• • • • 
proyeros 
:t'reres.36 

rt appear s t ~t thei~ only intarast was in glorifying their 

own O?"doi•s and t o other monies for t'1em. Th's wos done nt 

the expens e or the d1rforent parts of the Church's clergy , 

1'o-r it is r e portad that they took so much from t he local 

par1.s11 t h a t the orrerin?,s fell otr; the clet-gy of t'ho ca

thedl"tJls were 1nade poor by- these beggars. Blunt presents 

a nice pict u~a of t hese friars squabblin~ am0~1 themselves: 

The poor ploughman v1ho souqht inst:ruction in his 
creed at the hands of t lle Friars 'inor, was only 
told , as he valued his soul, to beware or the 
Cermelitas; the Carmelites promoted his edifica
tj.on by donounoin the Dominicans; the Dominicans,. 
in their turn, b y condeuming the Augustina. "~e 
true to us, 11 was t·1e language or each; "give us 
your money,. and y·ou shall be saved without a creed."37 

These f~i ars came in £or a good bit of denunciation 

from ·•yclif !'e and his followers. In one of his sermons, 

35r. J. Blunt, Sketch of ]h!_ Reformation !!l England 
(London: John Mlll'ray, 1832T; P• 37. 

36cbaucer , 2.E• £!!., 11. 221-832. 

37Blunt, .21?• ill•,~. 41. 
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Wycl1f.fe said: 

Ar.d yit t hou go doun to trer1a, that ben befteris, 
and shulden be mekerste, mor e worship of their 
bretheren takith no man· tn this world, as bi 
knel i ne end k issyng or ~eet; that thou the minlstre 
of rreri s and othe r service at mete and bedde, more 
tha n any bis hop doith. And so Cristie reule in 
these preestis is mo:re reveraid than in world! 
l o?•dis. And sit h t heir m-orassen and seion this 
gospel. bothe 1n T'lord and. in otb, it ls open that 
t he&c, .fal s e ypocr i t i s d1sseyve the popl·e, and 
barme n the Chirche.30 

In an the:r s er mon he apoalcs or the ·three c-hle.t enemies ot 

Ch:rist 1 s lav, , popas and c a:rdi nala, bad bishops e nd rulers, 

and t he mendicant tr1oPs : 

• • • t he thridde i s these Phertsees, osseasion
e.I"s a nd be.,ger i s. All t hese. three, Godd1s enemyes, 
t~ave1lon i n ypocrisie, and in worldli cove1tise, 
a nd idilnasse in Goddls lawe. Crist help hls 
Chlrche r r om t hose t e ndis, t or they tigten perll
ously. 39 

It was dii'f:lcul t for theso men to continually speak of 

t heir I pov&rty'' and travel around in clothing which Chaucer 

said 11 or d oubl e v101--stoc.l.e wes b is semy-cope 11 ;40 t hey h ad 

d1ff'icul ty de.f'endi.ng themselve s against t he nice 11 ving 

whi ch t hey had in their houses, theJr well filled faces 

and I"otund bodies. There can be no doubt t hat t his riendj -

cant hypocri oy dealt the order s a a tagger i ng blow. 

In prepar ine to t a ko leave of the fri ars there a re 

3~James Harvey Robinson, Seadin~s !.!! Eurowan History 
(New York: Gi nn and Compe11y, 1ao,u·, 'P• 4c;a9. 

39Ib!~•, p . 498. 

40Chaucor, op. cit., 1. 262. 
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several points \¥h.1ch ahould be remembered; l)Oints 1n their 

favor. These points Bra drawn from Ovst: 1. Tho tr1ara, 

ant1o1pst1 ~ t he tollsrds, had adjusted the balance between 

the Mes$ and preaching; in some instances had given preaoh

l ng a suporior tJlece; 2. t hey had accustomed the eaI"s of 

t he people to c~it1c1sm of the bishops and other d1gn1tar-

1os of t he church ; 3. they had begun the poll tical sermon 

with 1 ts cons'l:.ant di scussi on of much needed reform. Fox 

thoupJl he t1aa in try1n,,. to sneak S.nto the local parish to 

usurrJ the au t hority of t h e parson or cut'ete, he still did 

t he '?00ple a r e nl service o The !:eople navo?' completely 

tui:-ned a3a :! net h1tn far they realized that their own sons 

could enter t .,e Ol"de:rs to s eek the pl'om1 nence which "11any of 

tho friars hnd ach1ovad. 

The next group of preachers who make their a-ppee:ronce 

upon the pari s h scene, Onst describes as "Wandering Stars," 

and truly t hs t is whet t hey were. In th1s classification 

we find such thins a as t~e pardoner, who C&iD& \rlthbis in

dul gences ard relics, seeltfng conf'essions, promising abso

lution upon t he molting of an alms of'f'erinr-;,. H'e m1g.ht come 

with forty days indulg ence making an appanl in behalf' or a 

Hosp! tal. This pordcner m1e.llt be 11.censed by papal bull 

or by episcopal lettors. The pardoner might make a special 

ple a in behalf o~ some diocesan matter; it might be 

••• ~or the f abr i c or our cathed~al cf Exeter, 
ln Lent, when othe1" quests cease ror the time be
ing, for t he fabric or York Minster, for the 
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maintenance or lights 1n ¼incho~tor Cath6dral, tor 
the reps1r or a parish church in RerGfordshire, or 
even roP the supper~ and repeir of the great bridge 
of t he city of Exetor1 and the chapel or the Blessed 
.lery situate upon 1 t. -11 

He was chn:r•ged vd. th col 1.ectinft 

• •. broche, ryn e , poke, belle, cBnde11, vest1-
ments, borde clothe, towelle~ pyp~o, lambo 1 wolle, 

_peny or pe nnyworthe •••• 4 

Chaucer pictures him telling bis story, the 'Pardoner's 

Tale , and aayi~; at the &nd, 

nut sirs, o word ror ga t I in .ray tale, 
I have rel11ces a nd pax-don in my male, 
l\s rai.re as any man i.n l:.in clone, 
Whiche were me yeven by the popes hc,nd .43 

There wore abusea or this entire procedure, with false 

pordoners niekln_. the"r appearance. Even the legitimate oms 

made cleims beyond what their pardons actually conte1nad to 

deceive ·th simpla folks and gGt mora money tr-om t hem. An 

Article of the Ox.ford Petition ot 1414 has a long-winded 

cond.emnation 0£ th:i.s, whtch Owst quotes: 

~heroes the shameless pardoners purchase their vile 
traffic in rarm with Simon, sell Induli Qnc~s with 
Oehazi ••• but whet is mo~e detestable still, 
although not 1n holy orders, they preach publicly, 
an.d pre~end falsely that. t hey have full powers of' 
absolving both liv:J.ne and dead alike from pu1d sh
ment and gull. t, ••• by rneans of which they ~lunder 
ana seduce the neople ••• affording them frivolous 
hope and an audacity to commit sin: therefore, let 
the abuses of this pestilential sect be blotted out 

4lowat, .2.1?.• cit., p. 102. 

42lli.g_., p . 100. 

43chaucer, · 21!• ci~., 11. 919-923. 
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f:rom t h& thre,shold or the Church. 44 

J..nothcr group or t hose who shoot across tho sky can 

bes t be charac t orized b y a note in Owst, which ls a quota

t1.on t'rom Dr . l•1lliam r.1 t chfield: 

Mich peple t hat ar e bonden to cylence, as 
religyous e fol ke , anlcyres and anke:reaes, are like 
to f loode zs tys or a m1lne, wyohe long tyme w1th
stendith t he tia t or e nd lrep1th it, t hat it .flow net. 
Bot ,.rrhen t he flowde zatys ar opened, then shotya the 
wet or at onys. 'l1hua many suche peple kepyn silence 
for a t yma 1 n certon places. But wen t he olace o:r 
occa s ion or s pekyng comith , then they speke ta 
myche snd vey n. Thus did tho trendes or Job, that 
were c ome n t c c omf or t hym. They sate still vii 
dnye; but Vio11 t h oy be3onnen to spake, they couthe 
not sty .t n ... r t onges.45 

Ov,st tel la t h e s tory of a certain VJilliam de S'WJ'nderby, 

who nas called Wi lliam the Herin1t, who taught the people 

t hat they s hould not bring their tithes to their chUX"chea. 

Ho wes pl oc ed unde r excommunlcRtion, but still attracted 

many l i ste r.ors to hi s di scourses. This star, tsdes q11ickly, 

however. 

The Phenomena or Wyclif f e a nd his tollards h as been 

bri efly r ef e~rad t o. They could be dealt with in this 

section i n d~ t a 11, h owever , "'" do not feel t hat they would 

odd much to t he pictur e , f o!' they, too \Vere silenced. With 

t he comin~ of heresy and ! ts suppression, thero comes what 

44owst, 22• cit., p . 105 . 

45Ib1d., p. 122 , Not e:~ T~octate V Senaib~. 

46Ibid., pp. 122-127 . 
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Owst calls ''&olden pulp!.t silence. 1147. Thia was brought on 

mainly b j the i ssua nce or Archbishop Arundol's Constitution 

or 1409; origi na l ly desi.g ne d to silence the r,o1lards • 1 t en

to!'ced a rigorous s ystem ot episcopal preachinv. licenses. 

In effect, howev r , 1t made every bishop reluctant to give 

a license. for f ear tha t he mi~ht become involved. Tt also 

UI'ged t he parieh pl9i est s to confine their discourse s to the 

simple topics as 0 1ltU nod b y the- Peckham Dec!'ees. The last 

point of t his Constitution asked the clergy to confine bis 

c:r1 t1c1s1ns of clergy to a cleJ-ical audience• and his cr1 ti

ci s nis of l aymen to l ay audiences .48 

Tbis covers t he picture of the p:reechor i n the parish 

among t he peopl e . Ther e are several other interesting items 

whi ch should receive brief attention. 

471!:?.!.g., p . 41. 

48I b id., pp . 41 e n d 141. 
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The preach1n~ which was done in se~vlcos, soe~s to 

have been ,: bett•,e~m t?ie c~eed and oftertox-y, m- else ai"tcI" 

the latte:ro Th e sacond occas! on is an af:!'ai:r f'or the Sun

day aftel'noon. ••l That e sermon was to be preached eve'l!"'j 

Sunday seems to have been the exception in the later period 

or ~ ed1eval t1 :nes. The groat J>t"Oach1ng season was .. ent, 

when t here mi ght be a sermon evel'y day. Thi~ ap'!)Oers to be 

the time when the M~ndjcants were 1n theil' glory. The ap

peal whi ch was 1.nade a t this time is characterized by a quo

tation in Owst: 

Ocoa man, tho tyme or lonton (!a) entI"ed, the 
w1che t yme we niust clense us or all our myadedis 
that ~a have done be£o:re; and this holy tyme we 
ahouid abstayns us more from synne end wrechednea 
t han anothe r tyme or t he sere •••• Now shell we 
ot~ength us to rest~, to come to churche, and to 
servo ~od in holy preyolll's, and to shryve us of 
ou~e mysde dis. o • 02 

The PlAces of preaching have been alluded to in this 

study , howevei•, t he mo't"e prominent might well be me ntioned 

ege1n. The Cathedral would be a naturBl 9lece, with vis1t-

1rg clor ~ymen often oceupyi. ~ the pulpit. The perish ch1rch 

was, or course, a n.~tu~al place for t his to be done. A 

lo.a. Owst, Preachi ~ in . adieval .En1rlsnd.: An Intro
duction to Sormon ~tanuscripts of the Period (Cambi-idge: 
Univo~sity Preas, i§2s), PP• 144 r. 

2Ibi_g_. • P• 1 47. 
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thil'd r>lace was outdool"s,, st the Cross. Those we1•e crosses 

in t he chur ch-yards or oemeturiea adjacent to the church. 

They might alao be cros se s wh:f.ch were erected at cross

roads, in ma ket pl a ce s , or other p110minent spots. Paul's 

Croes i n London wa s a vor y popular place; tnis cross is 

located 1n ~lt . 1,aul, s cemeter y in London.3 

Tho pul Pit also c me s ! n f or passing cons1,deration. 

In mo<lern ti1nes t he :\rJ!)!"ess1on 1s apt to be carried back to 

the Medi eval per i od tha t t he pulpit \'fBD a :f'1xed fixtui-e in 

t he chur~h , howeve r , such does r:iot s esm to have been the 

ccsa . I n ma ny ins tance s the pulpit was e tempol'ery, mobilo 

af f ai r , which c culd be s e t up and taken down. This seems 

t o have been especiall y true or the pul.pits which were used 

in nr eachi ~~ s t t he crosses. Though some of t hese later 

beco~e :uormanont s t ne affairs also.4 

rJhen t he s e pulpi ts v,ere set up out Qf d oors at the 

CI'oss of the chu~ch yard. thero would be elaborate ha~g1ngs 

whi ch We l'"e u sed in c onnootion with them. Somo or the old 

P~inte alao s now t he preacher arrayed 1n costly garments; 

elabor a te , to s ay t he 1 ast. 

To -et heI' with these i t 6ms, some comment must be made 

on the ques t i on of language. The longua ,e of the church 

was tat in, which was constantly used 1n p~eechlng to clergy, 

Ser. Appendix A, ill ustrations 2 and 3. 

4cr. Ap9end! x A0 illustration 4. 
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1n synod, in t he monaatory, 1n the friary, 1n the cathedl"al, 

ox- r,herevor t he cl '·rgy v1ere gathered. When 1 t comes to the 

considerati on or t 'hl!• s ermons \7hich were preached to the 

peoplo, they must hav e been, ~or tho main part, in the 

lan5u oge of the people . Her e the trell leads from the 

Cel t i c l anguage~ whi ch wa s t h e language or t he original 

1nhab1 t ants of .1:.nglo nd , t hroll!7'h the lan[!Usge c!' t he Anglo

Soxor,a. /tu i.:uatine in c omi ng over w3th hie forty monks, 

b:r-oup:ht with hi m intet"preters who st111 1: new tho lan~uage 

rrom t heir earli er lire J ~ GermP.ny. Tn ca~rying on their 

'1Jiss i ona-ry ·1ork, these monks must have learned the language 

or t he s e opl e and pre ached to them in it. ·~1th the comi~ 

or t he dormana , £ nglend becomes tr1•11ngual. By the four

tee nth c e n tUI"y , however, t he langunRe or lSngland becomes 

defini tel y ·n!.lish. Chaucer did much to br1nB this about 

with hie 'll'"iting . rt 1s tJ:1ue that the spelling, as can 'be 

seen in s ome of t he quotations in this study, was not 

re .ul nr or s e t as yeto Duri ng all of this time, most or the 

p~onching was done 1n the lo nguo~e which the people spoke. 

Salzman gi ves a quota from th& days as follows: 

If.a unders t and not tho Mass, and cannot pray there
nt so well e s we should, n~r reel so great revor- · 
enco a s i f we understood it. We underst and eve17 
word ('){' t 'lie serm n , but t h e Mass we undel'"s t an,J not, 
nor 1,nc,w whn t is bei rur r-e:, ad or BUT'..{t ; we cannot c C'1!• 

r.: -px-ohon cl it . :> 

5t. F. Salzman,, Enp:lish Life in the Middle A· ,es 
(Oxfo?"d: Ur.i,vers i ty Pr ~ss, 1~27),p.113. 
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CompnI"i. ng a ·co ngre.f.1.ation in church with a modern con

tu>e~nt1on would load t o gzoeat disappointment as tar as the 

preaching scene 1s concerned. The picture is drawn by a 

numbep or wri te~a thot t he con~regation might bo made up of 

people, standing (there were no pews at this time), s1tt1t1g 

on t he :L'loor or o :., s ome ledf(e in tbe ch.Ul9cb, walking around, 

talki n_~, car.r:;:i.ng on t.hci:r business, laugbin~, oi- doing 

other ects or irreverance . Salzman quotes St. Bernardino 

as ssy i m! = 

Thero aro many i~norant folk who, when the priest 
is cel ebra •t i nc , c ome drunke n from t h e taverns or 
wai.t trutside t he chUI"ch, talkina: or their oxen and 
wo~ldly mat ters , s nd even or obscenities; nor do 
they ente1• t ho church unt:11 the elevation, at which 
t hey gaze in utt er iri-eve renco, with their heads 
portly or wholly covered ond their stiff knees 
scarcely bowed; and t hus - after running noisily 
to see t he Body of Christ. half inside and half 
out.side of' the chut"ch - suddenly• after the barest 
gl impse of Him, they run off again as hastily as 
i f th.ey hnd not s een Ch1"1st but t he dev1116 

So~e of t bese items would make 1nte~est1n8 studies i n 

t ~cmsel vos. They are ~i ven here merely to pres ent a little 

fuller pictui~e of the u~ef ch1 ng scone. 

Some evelu,1 tion of the pl"eoc r.1 r\~ done i n t he poriod 

has been g i ven in the body of t ho panor. however, an effort 

shall be made t o draw t he s e i tems toeether e bit in conclu

sion. 



en,\ P~l:.1:.R VI 

To t r 1lly e veluato t he pr a c~tnP. do~e 1n ~odleval Enp.

l P.nd oes >OJcmd "·h e scor.c c.1f t 1 s -pa per-, f or 1 t wottld in

vo1,,e o c o ns ide'l", t.1 r. c.•f tlr1 r7-s like t he hah•-spl!tt jng or 
tl e Schnolmen, the Ema•· -:et•a t ions of 1:he mysticlsrn of t he 

per icd , a d~ta ileu discus sion cf t he horesies of t he 

Lolln'°ds wi t::'1 t h e .first s l !-ns o·r r evolt from t~e oapncy , 

ond a ~1ust of ct!:\er au j ect s. Thi s wculd also nocess1 tate 

a de .. e i l e d s tudr o1' "'h<= s tu•mc:m rnenuscl"i i>tB of t he Bi e which 

uvc c o .. e do m to the ores c:nt , wh1 ch ore not readily acces

a1'ble for• s u ch a Er'•12d y , nor is 1 t neco~sary for t he present 

s tudy . St.i l l , s ome :enoral oomtne nts about the pr e aching or 
the poriod ei:-'=' n · t 0 1.1 t or ol a cr, , but should pt9ove hel ptu-1 

end sur,f.(ostive or !'t.!r•ther s t.ud1 or the entire field o-r 

pruech1ng BG related t o t he 11vos or people in the perishes 

or t hi s por1od . 

In tryir-f. to evalu~te the yr cac· i n~ wh !ch ~es dcne in 

t he ~iedieva1. r,sri od , taki n!:r int-c c nr.sS dor ation 1 t.a errects 

uoon the l ives or the 1-:eople in t 'he pattieh, t he conclvs:lon 

limst b a 1"tH1ched tihi c "'l 1s . ivon by Da:r}'.':an, \'lho shows that 

t ho po .•ul ai• µroa ch 1 n,; was such a& cheracter-ized the Roman 

Catholic age '."I S. th whi ch vre sx•e dosli ri~= 

••• t r e L~adi t i onal alle orical interprototion 
a nd oLher misus es of Scr i pture, t he excessive em
ployme nt of l e e nds or t h e oaint s and othei-
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unscr 1 t ural moto 1el as eutho:r1tat1ve, the dcc
t~i nes of >ennnce, purr.story, and conrcssfnn, the 
vener iati on amcunt lnr,; to worsh1 cf the ''1I"g 1n -
,all these s d 0t h.or outi.~1•0wt"10 ur,nn the ,os-r.el ~,e 
heva l earned t · r ,~co"n1ze as c•1aracter1st 1cs of 
t he edi evel C'!'i',ac l n • • • • But we must not ror
s ot t hot a l o~g wit t heso thin ~s the work of Christ 
ss t e s avio 1r, ann t 1e only Saviour, was vividly 
~rese nt e d, and t he duty of re~nntanco and faith 
st~or1 17 uri!Od tc ;-e t.i.e r \-:i t h t he pr a ctice of Ctu-.!s
tian virtues as t he fruits and evidences or a real 
Ch,•i st :ta n ox r~er 1e nce . l 

I n any c ons i deration of t he evalua tion or the pr&acha~, 

and t he :Pl"e ac 11n~~ \"lhJch \78S dona, it must be re111e:nbel"ed 

t hat s ome rndical c~rn, ,e a had token pl e1 ce in t· e plctL1re of 

the c hw•ch fr.oi:r. o~u•l i o s t 1\ postolic times. The growth of 

t he 11 t :r n:, and t he r oz:ama of worshi p raust be taken 1 nto 

account . 1 • .;;1 i l e t he se r.a•esor vod a prominent nlace for 

Pl"each i ng in "the s ervi ce of the ch1::rcb, the1I' effect t1as to 

moke the a po!cen v,ord of !'er less relative ve11.1e than the 

f'o"'ros or worsr, i p . Pres ct1! ne was constently unde-r the tram

~els of. +he l itw~~y . The heirarchical s~irit, whJch wos 

full rown " n t h i s ne1--i cd , conceived of t:,e preeche\" as 

nr~es t rat.hor t .. an :,roph.et. DAr ~an ~es al"! 1ntorest1nv. c o~

:nerlt on t h is , qi,otinr; Je:"!e s Flemi n::: 

••• t he wors t e ffect of all was t hst wrouelt on 
t he pl"eacher himself, changing him t'rom a messe~
~e~ of God into e e t t • mediat or and dispensar of 
God's mcr c1os and pun1~hmonts1 ,'11s led to the 
nro0eh lr.3 or-ch,rch disci pl ine rathor t han Chris
tian n10.l'•als, of :;,e nance I'Sth r than zaepentance. 
The he nrt oi' t · .e Gospel was t C'o often wra pped in 

- - ---· -·---
l .t:;dwi n Char l e s Dargan, ! IU s!?_g_£l_ o,f Preachi nJli (01•e nd 

Rapids, Michiga n: Baker Book House. 1954J, PP• 243 f. 
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the rough a~d insipid husks of extornal1sm and it 
was more t l1an t he aimulo sinne?' could do to get 
at t he kernel .2 · 

In loolting at t he men who should have bean most inter

ested in br~akinp, the Bread of Lite to those under their 

spiritual c ore, t'1e prelate and the CU?'ate, it con be unde~

stood how theJ neve r quite met the ehallengo and the require

ments. 

The bishop was a busy man because of the heat of duties 

which we!"e entailed wl th the o.:fftce he held. /tdd to this 

the possibilS.ty that he wss also involved in politics, per

haps hold i ng some secular office 1n addition to his cleri

cal one; pert-ans even holding save~ol bishoprics; not too 

lnteI'estod in tbe splri tual care 01' those under 1:t!s charge; 

111-equipped to fulfill the or£ice which he held; pa~hapa 

11v1n~ in sins which sh ould never mer the office of the 

b1 shop; and you have a picture which would lead to a reluo

tance, if not d ownri~ht 1nsb111 ty to meet the challenge of 

p~eeching to people. 

Tho parish pr iest might find himself in the same 

dilemna. He may have held several benefices "in absentia~ 

with an 111-equipned vicar on the scone; both of tbam may 

have been livi.1'1F. in open sin of adultery; neither "1&'1 have 

been interosted in a ny- rno~o t~an their share or. t.he tithes 

whi ch were brouzht by the faithful; they may have been more 
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• interested 1n ... he en,1oym(,nt of the nleaaure or 11 re than 

in the proAc 1 ,n;'! of the cioo al. In this conrect1on the 

following quote from DAr an is au~ely a~nrot>?"iate: 

Tnere was a med1aval proverb to the effect that 
if o rian v ert.'3.d enioy hi'l'!oolf ror a little while 
l et :i1m ldll a ch1cke.n, ir for· a year let him 
merr1• a pretty wire, 11' fcl' life, let !l!m becc.me 
a priest . The easy and envied lire of a priP.at, 
•owovor , was only the lot of t he moi~e favored. 
• • • thel"'e \"1ere among the r,relates an.d t !-i ose 
who hBd the better places luxury and easy l!ving 
that almcs1; baffle bel 1e1'. Alon~ w1 th the ae 
t he-re vms a orldlL e so, a carelessness, a moral 
obliquity that sre only to wall attested. even 
when ~e ake all necessa~y dedu ctions For exs~
gerated l sm~oons or t he satirists. the idle tales 
of the peopl e , and the ovei-stotoments er aro,,sed 
and i t1d· gru:mt raf'ci-:na:rs, the real facts a t the 
bottom a:re hideo'l.1s en ugh . I3no:rance and 1ncom
pet nee wore s-nall foul ts in comparison w1 th the 
moPal unfi tness whi ch d1s~rncod the clergy or the 
SP,e. Av~r1ce and luxu:ry, greed and ambition, 
simony and e;<tor·tion v,ont to~ether. And, worse 
t han Lhose, open concubinage and gonero1 lcose
noss of' 1. i re a.re well Jtncwn sins oft e seculai
clor:z;y .3 

•en .rho c ould be c sracteT"ized like this, surely W6re 

not tit o fi ll tho pnl !)it and proclaim t h e mossa P!e of 

Ohr1 st J esus , thou .. h t:1.ey s,1 -ht stu:!!ble haltingly through 

the caleb'roti o n or tho ~ass o:r some of the other orr,.ces 

or the church .. 

Whs n it c omes to a consideration of the f riar and the 

po?"doncr, the pictui-e of them pr eaching also carries with 

it an understandi ng that they fJnally came to the point 

whel:'e t hey r,;e:z•a only inter•ested in ento:rtainS nt- thoii-
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audiences. Thay wel:'o inter ested 1~ getting something from 

thom 1nto t he cof.f'ers t'1h1ch they wel'e chm-god oze felt obl1-

gnted to 1'1.11. Perh a ps t he Ita11aD saying in a commendation 

of any o picy a nd not too del,cnte joke could be applied to 

the:h• s ermons especial l y , "it was good enou!Ih tor a aermon."4 

By end l arge the ir mission was not the salvation of' 

sin-los t s ouls, but selfish personal gain, for their living 

came out or the monie s they vare successful 1n d~awing from 

the people. Thet l i vin wa s deter ~imd by tbe amount they 

wo1•0 succe s sful in g e tting . 

No one would i'o.il to fo1low t he argument of Cardinal 

Gasquet, who goes t o rant lengt hs to show that there was 

preac .. ing in t he a ge lralmedietoly proceding the Refo:rmatlon 

and in all ·t h e r,:o .?"i od b o:t'or a t h at O An evaluation of that 

p:reechlng 1s, h.owe ;re l", ancther story. The preachi ng was 

bo~h good a nd bad. Most or it wns bad by virtue or the 

false doctrine whi ch had r own up in .Roman Catholicism, and 

the f act that it w11 s done for selfish, pe:rsonal benefit. 

Gasquet also develops t he t hought that many a faithful 

parish nri e s t in his homely hcml.11e·s, discourses and addl'es

ses to h13 parishione~s, would give them rood for their 

spiritual 11re.5 

---·---
4~ •• p . 302. 

5csrd1nal Gasquet, The ~ve of t ho Rero:rmation (London: 
G • Bell a•nd Sona, Ltd O , l 027}, pp. 246 f. 
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Granting t hat t her e WBS much preoch1113 done in this 

period, the question sti ll remains: if the people were in

structed in t he s acr s me ntaliam or Roman Cathol!cism, wou1d 

t hey teal much noed for a Gospel wh ich brought them the 

aasurance of God ' s mar oy and £.l'&Ce t hrough the atoning 

death or Ch~!st Jesus ? 

No one w~uld ever deny that much of t he preaching 

which was done 1n t he per\od under consideration had some 

wo~th, even t hough 1 t di d not bring men repentantly to the 

.foot or t l El C?'oss . The man wh o came w1 th news t"rcm the 

rest of the wo~ld , t ~e man who entertained the people with 

hi s be or tricks and a necdotes, t he man who spea~headed 

soci al And pol i t i cal reform with t he co~rection or abuses 

and 1nequ1.tios in t hi s field, all or t hese served a good 

~u~pose . ~he quosti on still remains, however, would not 

these things det:ra ct f r om the true purpose ot preaching as 

the Apostle s understood and practiced it ? Would it not 

for ce the ~os Pel ot J es us Christ to toke second. perhaps 

thi rd or f ourth place? 

In the ~ace or al l or these harsh critlciama, negative 

statements , d.arogator y r onia:rks , ble ak pictures, it must be 

r emember ed that t here were f a i thful parish pr!osts Ydlo 

brolce t he 13:read or t i r e to t he i r flocks. 



APPENDIX A 

.-1 Fria,- p ,-caclti11g oulsitlo a Clmrc/1: e. r480 
Fig. 1. Two illustrations or preaching scenes trom 

Fitzwilliam-Museum, MS. 22, shown in L. P. Salzman, English 
!!!!!, !!! !h! Middle Ages (L.ondon: Oxford University -Press, 
1927), p. 115. 



Fig. 2. St. Paul's Preaching Cross., taken 1'1-om the 
Prontpieee in I. J. Blunt, The Retormati_an.. 1.n Engl.and 
(London: John Murray, Aldemarle St., 1832 )-;-

This picture is obviously from a date later than ~-net 
under consideration in this paper, however, it gives some· 
idea or the prominence and development or these Crosses aa 
preaching places. 
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THE DLACKFRIARS PREACHING CROSS, HEREFORD 

Fig. 3. This illustration or The Blacktrlara Preach
ing Cross, Heretord ia trom G. R. Owat, Preaching 1n Medieval 
England (Cambridge: University Presa, 1926), p. 197~ 
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THE HERMIT PREACHER 
(From MS. Roy. 14. E. iii,/ol. 9•.) 

li'ig. 4. Thia 1lluatrat1on ot The Hermit Preacher is 
ti-om G. R. Owst, Preaching .in Me.diaY.al .England (Cambridge: 
University Presa, 1926) p. Ir7. 

Thia tigure also shows a good illust~ation ot a simple, 
moveable pulpit, easily carried and easily ■ et up. 
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THE "PREACHING FOX" 
(Christchurch Priory, Han19) 

Fig. 5. This illustration is from G. R. Owat. Preaching 
!!! Medi.e.val._England. .. (C.ambridge.: .. Um.varsity Preas., 1926)• p. 88. 

The illustration shows a carricature of the Mendicant 
Friar or the Pardoner sneaking into the pulpit to use his sly 
tricks upon the good people ot the pariah. 
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