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The relationshin of preaching and 1ife of the people
in any ceountry and in any century can be seen from the evi-
dances which remain. The claim has cften been made that
the cenditions in any given loecelity and any siven time
Wava affected the oreacking which wns done. The eonverse
is also tvve, thet wresching has affectoed the courss of
events in the country and time iIn which 1t was dere. To
wnat extent these two can he shown to be true, derends a
Lot on the materials examined as well as ugnon the extent
of the rocords which remain,

This thesis is to loock closer at the paricd cof time
whien Is called “Medieval"; however, there are numerous
divisions of time siven under that name. In this study, |
the time eloment will deal e¢specially with the later medie-

vel poricd, looking briefly at the times under Alfred the

Great (ca.900), and morec closely at the time under the
Kermans, from 1935 on to immediately before the Refcrmation
century.

Of'ten the charge is voiced that there was "no rreach-
inr" $o sreak cof in the Church of this day. The charsne
covld and nas been substantiated by many writersi howevar,

lookking st the evidences which have come down to the pre-

sent; lookine at the studies which have been made by eminent
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auvthors whe have had first evidonces at thelr dlsrosal, cone
can gaether that there was nreaching done throughout the
period wihich is under consideration. To see if there is a
relatlionship botween 1life as lived by the peopvle of that

day and tho presching which was édone is the task set in

this »aper,




CHAFTER IX
SARLY CHRISTTANITY IK BRITAINW

when was the Christian faith first vreached in Britain”
That questiicon brings a host of answers that have all of the
earmarks of legends., Dr, Bright specaks of the legend that
St. Paul brcugnt Christian falth to the Islands in the fol-
lowing nanncr:

IThe pioun faney which led scie of cur ecclesias-
tieal antiquaries to thinlk that St. Paul, between
his first and seccnd impriscrments had made his
way bto the great northwestern island, the south-
ern part of whieh had bsen recently pacified by
the stern hand of Sueteonius Paulinus, aprealed
for lts chiefl, if not only surport to a single
sontence of 8St, Clement of Rome, in which Paul
is sald to "have come to the boundary of the
wost?, «= a phrase mist natvrally interpreted of
Spain.l

e also quotes from Eusebius as speaking of some of the
Twelve or of tho Seventy that they had "erossed the Ocean

to the isles called British"; but shows that the reliance

is on Origen and when the misegion fields are specifically
mentioned, Brltaln is oritted.2

The same writer quotes Theodoret, who, he says, cox-
pines St. Paul with the other Apostles, and speaks of thea
a8 naving evangelized the Britons; this seems to rest upon

thie statoment "The Apostles prepared very many habitations

lgiiliam Bright, Early English Church History
(Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1888), p. l.

2Toid., pe 2.
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for God even in the isles of the ocean"; but this imrlics
no more than the wide spread of t heir teaching and influence,
He elso monticns the fact that some veople have tried to
ldentily the Pudens and Claudia of St. Paul's second letter
to Timothy (2 Tim. 4:21) with & Pudens and British-btorn
Claudia as recorded in 8 poem published scme twenty yoars
after Paul's doath by a certain HMartial; however, he =ces
on te show That even though Pudens 1s supposecd to have given
a pift-site for & temple at Chichester, it doces not orove
that he was a Christian when St. Paul wrote, Every attemnt
to show eapostolic Toundaticn for the British Church ends in
the same hezy readins between lines.®

The same must be ssid of the attempts shown, accordinz
to a Welsh story, that Christianlity was brought to Britein
by a ecertain Bran the Blessed, father of Caractacus, from
Rome o4

One of the most beautiful legonds is "that beautiful
medioval romance which brought St. Joseph of Arimatheea
with twelve companions to Avalen or (Glastonbury, and made
his staff take root in the earth, and grow intc the famous
"Holy Thorn.'"® This 1s the legend which has assoeciated

with i1t the attempts to say that Christ Himself was in
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Britein with Joseph, having traveled there during the
"silent years" of His 1ife. Some make this the basis of
the close assoclation and deep interast of Joseph in Christ;
however, the evidences arc sc shrouded in mists that it is
impossible to give any credence to the sterios.

The same conclusion must be reached with reference to
the story cof Bede that "Lucius, a Beitish king, sent to
Eleutherus, a Bishop of Rome asking thet he mlght be made
2 Curistian,"6

With reference to the statement by Tertulliasn, dated
at perhaps 201 A, D., "that plzces in Britain, not as yet
reached by Romans, were subjected to Christ,” Dr, Bright
states that he must have had some reason for meking it,.

He then draws this conclusion:

we cannct reasonably doubt that some Christians

did cross the Channel . . . during the second

century, if not earlicr, and planted here and

tuerc some settlement of tna'churcha It was

"almost certainly from Gaull" . . .

The first definite mention of Christian evidences in
Britain 1s from the records cof the Great Council of Arles
in 314 A. D., for it shows among the bishops present, the

names of thres from Britain; Eborius of York, Restitutus

of London, and Adelphius "de civitate Colonia Londinensium,."8

Sibid.
7Ibid., Ppre. 4 f.

8Ibld., Pe Se 3rlgnt roports that the best under-
standing of "Lnnﬂinensium is "Lincoln," so it would be
"Colony of Lincoln."
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The oviderces can be followsd thrcugh a congratulation by
Hilary of Poitiers (358-58) for remaining frce from the
heresy of Arianism end faithful to the Catheclic faith;
throeugh Chrysostom sdying that "oven the British isles have
felt the power of the Word, for there too churches and
altars have been erected";? through the werk of Germamis
of Auxerre and Lupus of Troyes, sent from Gaul in 422, to
combal the effects of Pelagianism in the Islands., "They
preached in churches, and even in strests and ficlds and
in the open counlry, to the great enecurazement of the
faithful ,"10

In deeling with Christianity coming intec EZngland,
we are not dealinz with Homan Christianity in the sense of
locoking to the bhishop of Home as the spiritusl head of ths
Church, The apreals which were made tc the centinental
churches for sssistance were not directed to Rome, but to
fellow Christians. The projection of such an outstanding
name 28 St., Patrick (ca.391-46l), who became the apostle
to the Irish reople (Scots), shows this independent devel-
opment. Hs sucecessfully withstcod Druidism, organized the
spiritual ccnguest of Ireland, sent ocut 20 bishops, insti-
tuted monastieism, This monaesticism and the monastic in-

stitution became the distinctlive characteristic of early
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Christianity in the Tslands, The bishops lost cut and the
monesteries became the deciding factor in the nicture of
Chnristianity in the whole of the British Tsles. The monas-~
terics flouriched and 1t became the custom for every tribe

to endow & monastery. This gave two powerful forces at work
in the Church in Treland; in fact, it finally came to a con-
test betweon the atomie principle or decentralized control

in the monastories and the bishops with thelr central author-
ity. The monasteries were strong and the bishops lost out.
The Irish Chrlstians ware mission minded, for they sent
missionaries into Forthern Ireland, Scotland, into the West
coasts of Britain,ll

Ancther outstanding name is that of Columba, who tcok

twelve disciples and went to the Island of Iona (582-27).

In this way Iona bscame the mecther church of Scottish Christ-
fanity. The tendency of this movement was for individuals

to go off alone in sincle cells, to a hermit 1ife in a rocky
crag or on gn island. Aidon is ancther outstanding name.
He went from Iona to Lindesfarne (6325=51). This became
another “"Iona"™ for Northumbrla end radisted Celtic Christ-
ianity. The lagt woell known name of this period is that of
Cuthbart who went to lonely Farne tec be absclutely salcone.

He was very reluctant to leave his lonely habitat to become

a bishop in Northumbria, but finally consented. These items,

llGiovanni Cocstigan, Class Notes for Survey Course of
fnglish History (Seattle: University of Wesningtcon, 1942).
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the atemic concept of church polity, the tendeoney to striet
asceticism with withdrawal to lonely places, proved to be
a weaknesa in the Celtic Church, Added to this, the fact
thet the Britons (or Celts) did not try to do mission work
smons the Anzle-Sexon invaders in the southsastern quarter
of the country, led to a withdrawal of the Christians into
the ncerthern a2nd westsrn provinces, Those Britons who re-
mained emens the congqusrers were reluctent to communicete
the Gospol to the flerce invaders in their midst.l®

These fierce invaders remained hesthen until the com-
Ing of Aupustine in 596, This is the entrance of the iioman
Churech on the scene in southern kngland. The atory is re-
corded by Bede and Gildes how the monk, who was later to be
Gregery I, saw some Saxon youth for sale in the slave msrket
of Home,1&
He apain inguired whether these islanders were
Christigne, cor still invelved 1n the errors of
varaniem, and was infeormed that they were
PaZENS. « « « "Alas, what a pity thet the suthor
cof darkncss 18 voacecsed of men of sveh fair
countenances; and that being remarkabls for such
graceful outward avpearance, their nminds sheuld
be void of inward srace." He therofore szain
askecd whet the name of that netion wes, and was
answered that they were called Ansles., "Right,"
eald he, "fer they heve angelie faces, and it
becomes such to be cocheirs with the angzels in

heaven." Then he proceded, "¥hat iz the name
of the province from which they are brought?"

127bid.

13Edward F. Cheney, Readincs in Znglish History Drawn from
the Orizminal Scurcce (Beston: Cinn and Compnany, 1922), pPe 47.




e

It was revliied trat the nstives of fthat ovrc-
virce were called Teiri. "Truly arc they De ire,"

said he, "withdrawn from wrath and called To the

merey of Christ." "How ia the kine of that prov-

ince called? They told him hls neme was Aslla,

nd ho, alludine toe the name said, "Aelleluise,

the pralse of God tho Creator must be sung in

those parts,."t4

When thls monk vecame Gregory T, he commiasioned
Aunrustine to lead a mission to Britain, An Interesting
note iz brought out by Hume in telling us that Ausustine
and his forty monks remsined in Frence, afraid to so over to
Uritain to propose & new doetrine to thess Tiarec people.io
Encoura=ed by Crepory, they tcok interpreters from amens
the Pranks, who still k»ew the lancuare, and vovared to
the Tuland of Thanet off the coast of Kent. They sent a
mensare to Ltrelbort, king of Hent, that they had a meszace
from Rome of the assurance of the joys of heaven with the
livins end true God. The king ordered that they stay on the
1sland end be gliven all thoy neceded until ne could knew wnat
to do with them. !He had heard of the Christian religion,
naving married his wife, Bertha, on condition that she should
be purmitted to practice hor religion with Bishop Luigherd,

who was sent with her to preserve her {aith., Aflter scmo

days the kinc came te the Island and had Aurustine breught

141bid., po. 48 [,

15pavid Hume, The History of Ensland fron the Invasion
of dJullus Ceesar to the Abdicstion cf James the Second
(Pniiadelnnin: Porter and CoattB, Nele), P 4%
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to him outdcors, fearing that in a building the gced monk
would be able to practice some masic on him. The monk's
varty came wlth a silver cross, an imace of the Saviour
painted on a board, sincing the litany; they cffered up
prayeres to the Lord for the eternal salvation both of them-
selves and those to whom they came to preach.t®

When he hed sal dewn, pursuant to the kins's com-

mands, and preached to him and to his-atitendants

there present the word of 1life, the kingz answersd

thus: "Your words and promises ars very fair but

they are new to us, and of uncertain imrort, T

cannct arnrove of them so far es to forsake that

whichh I have followed with the whole Enclish

ration., But because jou arec come from far into

wy kingdom, and, as I concelve, are desirous te

impart te us those thinzs which you belleve to

bu true and most beneflcial, we will not molest

you, but gmive you favorable entertainrent, and

take care to supply you with ycur necessary sus-

tenance; ner de we forbid ycu to prsagch and zaln

a8 many as you can to your religion.” 2
He permitted them te live in Canterbury, and zave thom the
necessitics of 1ife., Thoy lived a salimple 1lifs and npreoached
te 88 many as thoy could. ©On the Last sids of Cantorbury
was the church of 4t. ¥Martin, reported to hesve been bnilt
wihkile the Homans were still in the Islands., In this church
Gueen Bertha used to pray. Tho monks from Rome repaired
the church and used it for their worship, or as Bede puts

it, "met here to sing, pray, say mess, preach and bantize,'l”

lﬁc‘ﬁﬁ!‘a?’ Ol 01t--’ Do 40,
171bid., pe. 4C,
1PTpbia.
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When the king was converted to the faith, he permitted them
to preach openly, to build and repair churches in all glaces,
Creantor mumbors came to hear the word wmreached, for it ap-
pears that oreaching was the principal mode of instructing
these pocple.l®

The work in Kent grew slowly from all indications.
None of the surrcundine kincdoms were broucht inte the fold
of Homan Christianity. The Celtic bishops in Fast-Anslia
had repulsed svecassive overtures.20

bdwin of* Nerthumbria asied for the hand of Ethelburgs
(Aethelburnh), the aistcr of Eadbald tho Hine of Xent. He
was granted his wish with the provisiorn that Ethelburga and
her attendants would be ziven full liborty of worshin, ard
that kins Edwin weuld examine her faith, If he fcund that
faith surcrieor to his cwn, he would accert it, Pevlimus
was sent me hoer personal blshep. YMeeting with litile suc-
coss, he was about to leave the ocuntry. ¥ing Edwin deofor-
red accepting Christisnity; bowever, when finally he
publicly accepted the Uospel, he asked nis former pagan
hirh priest, Colfi, who should desecrate the heathen sltars
and temples of idolatry. To this, the wriest replied that
he know of no one who was botter Titted to do this than he

himself: ard he followed thrceuzh on the rlane Hin: tdwin

1o1big.

Er.)ariiﬁ:ht' 9_2. cit.' e 114.
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had a wecoder chapsl hastily erected at York, and here he
went through the tralninz of a catechumen, recciving his
baptism on Easter eve, April 11, 527. Many of the people
followed his examole; so many, that this has been called
the birth-day of' the Horthumbrian Chureh.Zl

With the establishment of the Roman Church in these
two important kingdoms of Ensland, a conflict was bound to
develo? betwean the Celtic Church and the Roman. The con-
flict was rosolved by a conference, which Bede calls a
"synod,"” at Whitby in 5843 this conference was called by

Dswy, king of Nerthumnoria. Calculation of the day of

Lagster and the form of the tonsure were the major poinis of
discussion, dswy decided in favor of the Romen calculations
and tne Homan tonaure which was round instead of across as
the Celtic; this tonsure; or ceremonial cut of the hair was
worn in memery of the ercwn of thorns which Christ wore.22
The Celtic monks withdrew to their wonasteries like Tcna
or Hly, some of them went back into Ireland. The influence
of the Celtiec Church waned from this time forth; while that
of the Roman Church rrew rapidly.28

Thourh oreschine was an important means of commnrica-

tine the Gosvel, instructinzg the peoprle in the beliefs of

2libid., pr. 115123,
22costigan, op. cit.

238pight, op. clt., P« 209,
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the Church, and exhortinz them to faithfulness, there aro
a number of thinra which contribute to its early decline.
Among the thinge which should be mentioned in this connec-
tion are the strengtheninz of the vapal ideas of sacramen-
talism, sacerdctalism, the veneration of saints, and the
host of cther distinctly Romen dogmas, as well as thes un-
settled conditions in the knzlish Isles.

In this latter classiflcatién must be placed the ralds
end invasions of the Danes, which started with the plunder
of Lindesiarne monastery in Horthumbria in 763: the plunder
of Jarrcw monastery in 794; the attacks upon Vessex in 851;
by 871 the Danes had overrun almost all of Encland. In
thet lest named year Alfred ascended the English throne,
irnreriting a bankrupt ccuntry. Thrcugh dint of hard labor
and eble lesdership in battle, he ferced the Danes at the
Tremty of Wedmere tc aecept peace and the Danes bowed to
Bapticom and became nominally Christian.?4

The worl of unitinz the Pares and the English into one
nation, bepun by Alfred, wes csrricd on by his succsasoras.
This work was completed under Edgar ($58-975) with the re-
sult that the knglish and the Danes became incorporated in-
to one unitsed Kingdom of :!.".ﬂ;a,].ewui.2"j

Alfred showed a menmilne intcrest in his recvle in all

24Ccatignn, op. clt.

25A. H. Hore, History of the Church of Enpland
(London: James FParker and Co., 1885}, p. Sl.
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of the different aspects of their lives. In his introduc-
tion to the translation of the Pastoral Charge of Cregory
the Creat into Anglo-Sazon he deeried the decay which had
become characteristic of English lecarning, Whereas in for-
mer times men had come from far for instruction and wisdom,
now these thinzs had to be obtainsd abroad. He vointa out
that not meny could understand the ritusls (vresumably in
Latin), nor were there many bcoks which cculd be read by
the pscople, so he enccurazZed men to translate the boocks in-
to Inglish and to study the Latin language .28

The chanze from Anglo=Saxon England to Norman Enzland
was preparsed by the marriage 1n 1002 of Lthelred to LEmma,
the daughtsr of Richard, Duke of Normandy. In that same
year, however, a slaughter of the Danes in England took
pPlace. Among those slaughtered was Gunilée, sister of
Sweyne, the ruler of the Danes, Pillage began arain; in
1013 Sweyne and Canute came to kngland, Sweyne became king
by driving cut Lthelred, who fled to Normandy. Sweyne died
in 1014, so that Ethelred returned to England as king,.
After the death of Edmund Ironslde, Ethelred's son in 10186,
Canute became king of insland and ruled until 1035. He
trocated the Danes and Enclish allke, His sons were such
voor rulers that by 1042 Edward the Confessor, the son of

kEthelred, was elected king. fe was very Nerman, and

28James Harvey Robinson, Rsadinis in Furopean History
(Few York: Ginn and Company, 1904), I, 222,




15

introduced the French language inteo the court, This is
preparaticn for the Horman conquest; through him French
became the language of the Chureh and State, the court and
pulpit .27

With the MNorman conguest by %1lliam of ¥ormendy, be-
ginz the ¥nrlend of modern times, The develcoment of the
Church and the placs of presching in this scene does not
seems to have been materially affected by the chanzes in
the rulers. It is true that there slways wes 2 bit of aver-
sion amenz the snzlish to ecknowledse their subservience
to the Homan pontiff. The tie with the continental heritaze
of eulturc wes strengthened, and we micht say that there
was 8 strengthenlnr of the bonds with the continental
Church, as well as the introduetion of new 1life through the
apvointment of Worman bishops; however, the overall effect
was not as preat 2s one would assume, l.e., as far as the
Church of the neople was concerned.

¥With this general overvicw of the development of the
Enslish nation, with peneral comwments concerninzg the de-
velopment o the Church during 21l of this pericd; atten-
tion will now center on the develcpment of the parish church
and the preachking which was dcne in the overall picture of
the church wita 1ts diffcrent parte of parish church, chap-

ter house, preaching crose and cathedral.

27gore, op. eit., pn. 88 f,




CHAPTER IIIX
DEVELOPELNT OF COMMUNITY LIFH AND THE PARISH CHURCH

In lcoking for the origin of the parish Church in
nzland, the quest zoes back into Saxon history., The par-
ish cnureh had its origin on the estate of the Saxon land-
cwner. The first churches which were in any scnse parc-
chial were erected by the thanes to serve the houselings
of tholir ostates, The term "parish” as soplied to the
boundary of a district was unknewn in pre-conquest Enzland,
ner does it occur in the Domesday survey of 10R5-87, the
word "manor" being commonly employed.l

1he sense in which the historlan Bede used the term
perish int he eighth century signified a bishop's dlocesse,
1.0, the geomrephlical area over which the bishop exercised
Jurisdiction. The boundaries of "parishes" in Saxon days
were little more than civil divisions; co-exteonsive with
the eostates granted to the thanes by successive kings and
nobles. The connection between the private estate and the
church cn it was defined by Canute early in the eleventh
century: "If a thane has a church on his bocland (estate)

to which a2 cemetery is attached, he shall give 1t a third

part of his tithe." That expression "a cemetery" has

1, H. Ccok, The Enclish Medleval Parish Church
(London: Thoenix House, Limited, 19°4), D, L8.
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significance bacause there is evidence that before churches
were bullt, the Chrlstian ritecs were often performed in the
open air at a vlace marked by a stone cross and adjoining
a burial place.2

The evidence shows thet when s visiting missionary
weuld come from some monastic center to preach znd to ad-
mini ster the sacraments, the faithful would pather st the
crosa, In the serly deys of missionary work, a rortable
altar would be placed before this cross. GCoinz back this
far into the development of the church, it i natural that
Znglish climate would make it desirable to build an s2ltar
house to orotect the altar and the worshipers from the
elements, 'This is the beginning of the parish church,
The thane was not concerned too much about the convenience
of his tenants, for he built the churech convenient toc his
own dwelling. In some instances thils pleced the church at
the very extromity of the parish. Another interesting
sidelight of this development was that in some instances
it iled to the ereeticn of two churchas very close to each
othar, in some instences in the same church yard, Examples
of this can be seen in the Hssex churches of Willingale
Noe and Viillinsale Spain, both 1In the same yard; anothar
example i3 in Horfolk, WNorth Walsham and Antinzham; rnoar

Louth in Lincolnshire, the churches of Alvingham and

2Ibid.
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North Cockerinpton are but %0 feet avart.

This break-uv of bnsland into parishes was not a sud-
den thing, but it was & gradual develovment. It is said
that by the middle of the seventh century the Xingdom of
Kent had been parcslled out in this manner, Huch of the
henor for this soes to Archbishop Honorius of Canterbury,
but it is to Archbishop Theodore (£88-60), the virtual
ereator of the Church of England, that the perochial divi-
sion of the dlocesan arcas throughout the land must be at=-
tributed, He encoursred the Saxon landowrers to erect
churches on their lends, giving them perpetual patronase.
The priest who officiated in a church thus founded by the
landowner was e private chaplain to the founder, Until
the tenth century the rural clerey were mostly unboneficed
eleriry, really in the employ of the landowner. VWhen the
rriest was czlven the cure of souls, the right to baptize,
merry and bury the people on the estate, he came under the
authority of the bishop.%

By the thirtesnth century the limits of varlshcs were

clearly defined end the control was transferred to the

church, %This was a natural result for often & mnarish cover-

ed two menors, or twec parishcs mede up a manor., After this,

all the afi'sirs of the parish were conducted by the church
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and the prilest wes no lcnger a servant of the lord of the
manor, but directly under the bisheop of the dlocese, The
parish became a religlous community orpanized with a con-
stitution thet recognizcd the rights of the individual in
self-povernment, theugh subject to the bishop. The varish
elected wardens and officers in & deliberative assembly;
these men were charged with care of the church proverty
which often consisted of lands and houses, flocks and
herds, as well as the furnishinss of the chureh,.®

ilarking back to the creation of the parish church on
the estate of the landowner, the Domssday Boock shows the
churches as appendages to the manor, From this we can
clearly see that the wanor created the perish, the church
vag the proporty of the landowner and tho mass priest was
hie servant., The lord of the mancr therefore held the
advowsen, i.e., the right of presenting a rector to the
church,® 3Selzman gives some interesting definitions in
this connection with reference to the meaninss of the
woride which are often heard in connsction with perochlal
affairs, The priest was called the "rector,"” i.e., ruler
or "parson,” i.s., the chief person of the parish. e
was given a certain emount of land, called the glebe, and

a2 certain yearly sum, chiefly derived from tithes. Out of

S1p

(5]

d.
8Ibid., p. 1B,
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the sums thus received the rector had to keep the church
in reveir, assist the pocr and show hospitality to visiters.
In many places this income would amount to a pittance,
while in others it wculd be & handscme sum.” Tho abuae
which crspt in later, thet of the rector "$n absentia,”
led te the rector sending s "vicar,” 1.e., 2 substitute to
do the menisl chores of the »arish for = small sum, while
the rector pocketed the larger sﬁare. Often the lord of
the mancr would give the advowson of his church to a monas-
tery, then the monks would pet loave from the bishep to
"eprropriate” the church, by which they became the recters
and they would appeint 2 vicar to serve the parish, or
would designato one of their members tc do so. At all
events, in this manner the monestery would recsive the
great tithes at leest, those of corn and wcol; the vicar,
at most, would receive the lesser tithes of practically
everything else from cabbages te coal mines.

Ancther item In the church picture which should be
mentiocned is the founding of chapels of ease. These were
established wiere people had diffliculty in setting to the
parish church, becsusc of bad roeds, weather or the danzer
of robbers. They were, naturally, in cutlylns distriets
and were built and supvorted by the neople who used them.

The mother churech, however, retained the rishts of baptiam,

7L, P, Salzman, tnclish Life in the ¥iddls Ames
(Oxford: University Press, 1927), De L18,
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marriagze and burial. The tithes were still paid to the
mother church on certain festivals. Later, by ordinance
of the bishop, these weuld become parish churches,.®

The number of churches in England 18 dAifficult to esti-
mete during eny period., TFor instance the Domesdey Survey
does nct clve an nccurate account of the churches in England
for less than 2000 are mentioned. A direct guotation from
Coock in this respect 1s pertinent:

Documents relating to the Taxation of the Enzlish

Church by Fope HRicholss IV, prepared by order of

Edward I in 1291 gives more definite statisties.

The number of parish churches by tho end of the

13th century wasa appwoximatelg 8,085 to which
must be added 450 chapslries,:

The aceuracy of such statistics heas bsen questioned
by many writers. G, C, Coulton in his beok on the Bleck
Death lays the reason for these insceurcies to the use of
Roman numerals,

» « o not until the end of the preriod did Aradbie
numerals come into falrly common use for the siwm-
Plest purposss; they always remained the excention
rather than the rule; but without Arabic numerals,
even the most elementary erithmetical caleulations,
covld be done only by round about methods, Let

the rocader, for instance, try to multiply 82 by 79,
or divide 8778 by 82, with nothing but Romen nu-
merals.

This commont was made in connaection with the numbers

BCCOI{, OUa citn, De 2l.
®Ibid., DP. 20.

10z, ¢, Coulton, The Black Death (New York: Robert i,
YMeBride and Co,., Ned.); Peo 45,
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who died from the Plague, however, the calculations apply
equally well to any counting or calculating which was done.

Though the church was primarily built for the relipgious
worshlp of the people, that ﬁarish church filled many another
need in the lives of the pecple, for it was the center of
their sociel 1ife as much as the manor or villa was the
center of thelr work 1life. This held true all the way up
to and beyond the Reformation. This parish church was as-
Scclated with every event 1n the ysarly round of parochial
life, Tt wss used as a hall, as the place for fairs or
marxets, A%t times it would rescemble a corn exchangoc, or
it weuld become the storshouse for many sorts of items,
The strong box of the church became the devository for val-
uables as deeds and the like. The festivals of the church
were the holidays from work for the poople. These festl-
vals called for merriment, and the nave of the church was
the spot where such things were held., Very ofton these
celebrations included an ale, called "church-ales." The
ale for thisz was made in the parish brewhouse with malt
that was purchased by the wardens from church monies; or
from monies given by the narishioners, according tc thelr
means, These churchealcs were accomeanied by dancing in
the chureh wvroper, The moniecse reallized from these glas
were marked {or a number of purposcs; some went to make
necesssry repairs to the church, some to provide a dowery

for soms poor brides in the parish, cthers might be
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distributed as alms to the poor.ll

One of the spacial observances which dated back to an
ancient custom was the cclebration of the rerish wake, a
fonst commemorating the building of the church and its
Bolemn dedication, These also took place in the nave and
often bocame riotous celebrations. They mﬁst have brcught
condemnations in their wake. We can see this from the
declaration of Charles T as lato as 1633 countermanding
the prohibition of "femsts of dedicetion of churches com=
menly called wakes o o o but the justices of the peace
shall look to it that all disorders there may be prevented
or punighed, 12

The parishes which used @ monastic church undoubtedly
hed their difficulties on this score, The supposition is
that the monks would "permit no parochial high jinks with-
in the walls" as Cecok puts 1t.1° By the end of the fifteen-
th century, many of the churches replaced their brewhcuses
with a churchehouse or hall, which was used for "the ales,
wives dancing and other social activities."l4

fnother facet of parish life whiech shcould be mention-

ed in this connecticn are the parish gllds, because they

11cook, op. cit., Pr. 28 L.
121bid., p. 29.

131bid,

141bid.
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also staged such sccial activities. The first gilds were
really benefit societies and burial clubs, interested in
works of charity, and in having mass said in behalfl of
brathren, living and dead. They had their origin in the
Corpus Christi eclebration fcunded by Pcpe Urban IV in 12564
in honor of the Sacrament of the body of our Lord. This
celobration was merked by a solemn procession of the
Blesscd Sacrament and a dlsplay of pagesntry by members of
the gild. Those pilds had scome very prominent members 1like
Richard II, Henry IV, Henry V, Henry VI and Edward IV.
After the Black Death these gilds incroased, so that some
churches had two and three of them. A comment by a six-
teenth century preacher quoted by Cook gives a good chafac-
terization of these doinzs:

Vany country folk who keep certain gild eommeme-

rations ecome topether on certein days of the yoar

and held their feasts within the church, perchance

because they have no houses large enough to hold

80 preat a company, and thus with surfeiting and -

drunkenness and other_ filthiness they do profane

the sanctuary of God.l®

Many sttempts were made to control these things, as
well as church feirs, however, they seem to have psrsisted
in many gquerters, .

All of this shows that the parish church from earlicst

times, all throuzh the Medieval ages was very closely link-

ed with the 117e of the individual prarishionsr. The people

1%Tvid., p. 31,
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who were so closely asscciated with the church are the
peovle to whom the preacher proeched. They made up what
would be called in modern terminolcgy "the ccngregation,”
With this in mind the preacher of the Yedleval age

takes his place in the many spots where he did his preach=

ing,




CHA?TLR IV
THE PRAWACHLERS

In asking who thls prcacher was, we coms up with an
answer which i3 varied tc say the least. Perhaps it would
be better to asik the question as G. R, Owst puts it in tho
very first words of his bcok, "vho can lawfully preach?,”
which he calls a typical question put by the Rezimen
Animarum, He shows the accreditation which is necessary.,

Priosts, deaccns and subdeacons, 1f they have

preferment and tho eare of souls (si habeant

prelationem et curam animarum), because those

so entitled preach by reascn of their oprefer-
mont, not by reascn of thelr ordor.l

The regular spokesman in the pulplt was thus natural-
ly the bishop and the curate or beneficed varson, who was
charged with the ministry to souls. Of course, thore ware
many others who did pvreachingz, esvecially in the later
Vedieval time, "Monks and Yendicants, University eraduates
In theolory, viecars, chaplains, pardorers and recluses,
even the Templar and Hospvitaller." But all of these were
admitted to the ranks of vreachers only by special privi-
lese, being licensed by thelir own prelatii and by the
verscn charged with the care of the sculs in the place

where they proached.?

R )

1z, R. Owst, Preaching in Hedievel Ensland: An Intro-
ductlon to Sormon Manuscriots of the Period (Cambridge:

University Fress, 1926), De le
21bid,
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In sveaking of the prelati as being the bishop and the
baracn, there must be included with these the officers like
archbishep, archdeacon, the "great abbots” who mizht have
charge of a congrezation. Remaining, however, with the
s8imple classification of the bishops, realizing that they
are represeontative of the ontire group of higher clergy,
an understandinz can be grasped of the quctation of Pr,
Lyndweood by Owst:

Bishons indeed can proach everywhere, unless ex-

pressly ovrohibited by diocesans, followlng that

saying in Matthew, "Go ye ocut into all the world

and preachl” made to the apcstles, in whose place

the bishcps are their successors. MNone the less

they cannot bestow the autherity to preach upen

others save within their cwn dioceses.

The bishop and srchbishop would preach in their own
cathedrals to the people who made up their parish. Their
office would also demand of them they they preach on the
visitatiocn of a parish or of the chapter house, But even
here, when pecple would exvect the bishop to preach, very
often they would have scmeone in thelr company who did the
preaching for them. Some of the rcasons for this will be
dealt with in a following sectlon,

The bishops encourazed one ancther in their duty of
preaching to the pecovle under their spiritual care., In

this connecilion, Owst has a quotation from Richard Fitzralph,

Archbishop of Armagh which shows such an exhcrtation from a

SIbid., p. 2,
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Sermon once preached at Avignon on the duties of bishops:

And Jesus wont about all Gsalilee, as a zealous

physlcian ~oes about amonz the sick, administer-

inz suitable medicines for any ard every com-

olaint. %The Lord Jesus indced went about each

reglon in turn; but we (prelates), who are

pastors of a sinzle region each, have nct the

necessity "to go about the regions." Weverthe-

less we oucht to go about and examine the

Several complaints of our pecple, and diligent-

1y mitend to those among the peonle who are

afflicted with the disease of avarice, that we

may make some sermon concernine the evil of

avarice, to the restoration of health.4

There wore scme good roascons why the bishop did not
preach oftener, or in many instances he was involved in
more than being the spiritual lesder of the flock., He
ceuld very well be like Ode, the half brother of William
the Conqueror, who was the Bishop of Bayeus, but at the
same time wes the Earl of Kent, Ancther example of this
is the BEishop of Durhsm, who was not only the spiritual
head of the see, but alsoc lord of the Flatinefe of Turhawm;
and the seal shows the eplscopacy on the one side and the
lord in full armor on the other slde.®

In cther instances, some bishops were titular heads
of more than ons episcopsl see of the church; and it was
quite evident that they could not fulfill their preaching
responsibilities in two places st the sams timo., Taking

these diffsrent thinzs tomether, it readily can be ssen

4Ibid., p. 15.

5L, F, Salzman, knzlish Life in the Middle Ages
(Oxford: University Press, 1927), p. &3.
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thet ths bishops in some instances would have such & multi-
Plicity of duties that 1t would leave little time for pre-
Peration of the sermon to be preached tc the parishioners,
Some of the larger bisgheoprices undcocubtedly had much business
which would of necessity consume the time of the noble
cleric at the head of it, There must, however; in all fair-
ness be added that there was a goodly amount of laziness
involved in this lack of preaching, as well as unsuitability
for the office which they claimed to fill, An interesting
lizht ls shed on this in a quotation concernins the Rishop
of Durham, Touis de Beaumont; it deals with his consecra-
tion:

e« o o 1% iz sald that he understced not Latin,
and e¢culd scarce proncunce it. At hls conse-
craticn, he was to make a formal professicn,
but he could not read it though he had been
Instructed in 1t for days beforshand; having
arrived with many promnptings from others at
the word "Metropolitan" which after many gasps
could not proncunce it, finally seild in French,
"Let that be teken a8 readl™ All bystanders
were amazed, mcurning that such a man should
be consecrated blshop. Ancther time, when
confercing doly Orders, he could neot proncunce
the phrazse in gonigmate, he said in Franch to
thoss whe stcod by, "By St. Louis the man was
& clown thet wrote this wordl"G

When the bishop did presch, it was customary for hinm
to grant an indulzence to these who came to hear him. ©On
his visitations, though people might be disappointed that
the areat lord of the church did not preach himself, he

sIbid- ] pa 113’

—_—
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woeuld customarily grant an indulgence, even thcugh somecne
of his company occupisd the pulpit in his behalf. Such is
the overview of the upper eschelon of the prelati in the
perlod,

It iz quite natural tc move from the "overseer" to the
one who was the man on the scone in the parish fleld in its
truer sense, the lceel parish priest, or using the dilstinc-
tlon from prelati te his curati, the one charged with the
cure of sculs. The remains of the preaching dcne by those
humbler men in the parish are few, so that it is difficult
to get a clear picture of the amount of work done by them
in this Tfleld. This is understandeble for the averaze
parish parson to this day does nct have his preaching
activities recorded in most instances., Owst makes the cb-
servation that thore is only limited reforence to the
preaching activitises of the grest men in the Registers and
other ecclesiastical documents, and zoes on to say:

How much more naturel it i=s to find that such

raferences in them to the ordinary rerish clergy

ars raver 8till! Tf the evidence of their de-

lingueney, their incompetence and 1dleness did

not ebound on the other hand, "no news" here

miznt well be taken as the strn of "xcod news,”

and a general healthiness in the body elerical.”

There 1s evidsnce, however, that the parish oriest

did preach. The characterization of the falthful "persoun"

of Chaucer, was not something which waa & figment of the

7Towst, op. cit., p. 21
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author's imagination, but brincs us a record that there
were faithful curati. Of him Chaucer writes in hie Prologue:

A good man was ther of religloun,

And was a povre Persoun of a toung

But riche he was of holy thozht and werk.

le was elsc 2 lernad man, elerk,

That Cristes pespel trewely wolde preache;

His parischens deveutly wolde he teache. « o o

On-to his povre parisshens abcute :

Of his offring, and eck of his substounce. . « 8

Even tough the person in hls own prologue claims he
1s not & lesrned man, there surely is somsthinz typical in
this charectorizetion by Chaucer. This kind of a man would
not be very apt to record his sermons; for most of the ser-
mens recorded by others were directed to men like hiwm,
From the time of Charlemagne on, there were such collections
of homilies, These collections were designed to bring the
tenets of the Christian faith to the parishioners. One such
collcetion of homilies was by Edric, a monk of Abingdon.
They were appointed to be read in the churches in lieu of
sermons, These wore expositions of the teachings of the
Ango-Saxon Chureh on many vital points of Chrlstian doc-
trine 9

When readinz the requirements which are outlined for the

parscn, the impression is received that the qualifications

fCoeffrey Cheucer, The Canterbury Tales, edited by
P, H, Robinson (Boston: Houghton Mifflin Company, c.1933),
11. 477-“:89- .

9Cook, op. cit., Pe 36.
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were indecd adequate, 9wst quotos a Mastor Robert Rypon,
8 sub-nrior of Durham as saying in a synodsl sermon that a
gocd 1ife is the preacherts first qualification, and added

to that compotont knowledsze, "restat guod sciontis est

curato neesesaria." To this is added, "Curati are required

to have a kncwledse of Holy Scripture with which they may
rreaci: to the people the Word of God."10

This same preacher moes on to show us the medieval
Praacher's essential library:

And this knowledge, mccording to the Canon
(dist., 38), consists specifically in the fol-
lowing =« "The beoks which it is necessary for
prieste to study and know are the Book of the
Saeraments, the T.ectionary, the Antivhoner,
the Baptisteriuvm, the Compotus, the Canones
Poenitentisles, and Homllies throughout the
vear for Sundays snd Festivals," And if the
rriestis cor "curate's"™ knowledre of any sincle
cne of these is lacking, hardly is he worthy
of the name of oriest. « ¢« ¢ I do not say
that hne is bound to know all these things by
hearts but it suffices that he should know
how to read them distinetly, understand them
clearly, and exmound them pleinly as often as
it is his dquty.rl

There are some records of these humbler servents de-
fending themselves in their preaching. Owst quectes one of
them and says that it is in a manuscrint which "seems to
be the work of an unpretentious homilist , .  diminutive,

unadorned, unrubricated, in faded brown ink upon no vellum,

100wet, op. elt., p. 28.
llIbid- 9 p. 29‘
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but paper stained and coerse. « o o

And (if) a bishoppe or a doctoure stond up to
preche tho worde of God, muche pepull will drawe
the therwarde to here hym; and ziff he revreye
vices and synne, the peple will not gruche never
a dele azeyns hym, ne thei will not forzett is
wordes. But lat a sympull prcste as I am scth
the word of God to you, and ze sett no price
thereby. « . « Thus ffareth grett mens wordes
now adayes, thel ben taken grett hede of, and
Peore meng words been sett on syde.

Ancther testimony quoted in the same scurce, is said by
the writer to bs from the fifteenth century linzlish versiocn

of (iesta Romenorum:

I have beon a preste this fourty wynter and

more, and have fastid, waked, and prayde, :one

on pilgrimage, ard prechid, and by the mercy

of God I have tornyd many soules to God.1S

However, lest the impression is left that all of the
poor parsons of the medisval meriod were malisned individ-
ugls, who were actually following in the fcotstens of the
Apostles, following the instructions which were siven them,
and followinz the examples of the parsons whc have been
quoted, the other side of the picture deserves a seeing
and a hearing. The Master Ryvon quoted earlier slves a
zeneral indlctment, relating to the lacks:

Assuredly, some of them (the pastors) are

destitute of thls food, becausse many Know

net how to expound & single article of the
Faith, nor one precept of the Decalogues

121bid., p. 2L,
131b1d., p. 23.
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and - what is worse = when they lack "this

bread” themselves, thoy neglect to learn what
they do not know. WNary rather, what is worst

of all, many of them despisec knowledge and tocach-
ing, and reject knowledges or, if by chance they
have any knowledre, or a moderate amount of it,
by entangling themselves in secular affairs, or
Biving themselves up to pleasure, they cast that
little away in their folly.l4

The exhortations which were glven the clergy in this
respect, scem to'lndicate that there was need for such
prodding. A writer, referring to a council which was con-
vened at Oxferd in the year 1223, says:

e « o pricsts wers exhcrted "not to be dumb dogs,

but with salutary bark to drive away the disease

of spiritual wolvses from the flock,"l5

From ancther counsil that convened in the year 1231,

at Oxfcrd there exists a dccument known as Peckham's Ccon-

stitutions, drawn up by John Peckham, Archbishop of Canter-

bury, in which the charge is recorded:

s » o every prilest havinz charge of a flock do
four times & year on one or more sSolemn feast days
s « » Iinstruect the pscple in the vulzar lanzuage
on the Articles of the Crceced, the Ten Command-
ments, the Lvanmelical precepts, the seven works
of morcy, the seven deadly sins, the seven rrin-
cipal virtues snd the seven Sacraments.lS

The fact that these constitutions are relterated
through the years, surely gives indicatlion that there was

need for such exhortetlion and command,

l41bid., p. 29
15000k. OPo eite, Pe 580
161bia,
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That there was avpalling ignoresnce among the clergy
on this level i1s evident from the complaints which were
made against the clersy all throush the Middle Azes. The
pPeople, ordinarily, would look to their parish priest to
glve them inatruction in the fundamentals of the Christian
faith; but many parish priests knew as little as their
parishioners. %o show this appalling ignorance, Salzman
cites an instance which comes after the Roformaticn, Bishop
Heopert's visitation in 1552: "scores of clergy who could
not tell whe was the author of the Lord's Frayer, or whore
it was to be found."l7 This author alsc auotes from

"Pargon 5loth" in the Vision of Plers Plowman:

I have been priest and parsen for thirty winters past,

but I cannot solfa or singz, or read a latin 1life of
saints:

But I can find 2 hare, in a field or in a furrow,
Better than construe the first Psalm or explain it teo
the parish.

I can hold a friendly meeting, I can cast a shire's
acccunts,

But in mass-book or Pope'!s edlet T cannot read a line,18

There are 2 number of thinzs which contributed tc this
decline and negligence, Posalbly the greatest contributing
factor in this was the development by the church cf the
very thinzs which she wanted her priests to preach, Among
these things might be mentionsd sacramentalism,; their lives

began and ended with sacraments of the church; the veneration

175a1zman, op. cit., p. 113.

181bid., p. 112.
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of saints; oxtolling the virtues of "holy” pope; and what
Passed for virtves in those days, chiefly submitting to
ecclesiastical authority. To these things would have to be
added the parson "in abscntia.,” Some of these parishes had
food Incemes Trem tithes and were much scurht after, very
often poinz to pecple who had influence, but little abllity
and ne inclination to serve the peovle in their »arish,.
| They preferred te be in the populous eshniers like Tondon and
Yerk, on the Continent or elsewhere, leaving the care of
their varish tec a viear whom they hired for a pittance,
On the rare occasions when they returned and wanted to
occupy their pulpits, Owst makes & very interesting comment
on tnis:
Af'ter all, perhepe, it was somotimes better that
rectors should not return to occupy & neglected
villazo pulpit. Their song orn such random vislts
was apt to ne all of one tune and that an excoed-
ingly bad one:
But ever amcng al cther nede
His owne erende wol he bede,
That their brynge heore offrynpesq
To chirche, and heore tythinges,lf
With the deeline of the resvect in which the parish priest
was held, there were fewer men who were willinz to enter
inte this werk with nrover preparation. The appeal of the
other veocations open to brisht or ambitiocus young men also

had its eflfect upon this., Owst raisss this plelnt in a

quotation "Why does the Law Schcool have a hundred or two

19wst, op. clte, pPe 45 fe
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hundred pupila, where tho School of Theology has not oven
five?"20 7There can be no doubt that the Black Death in the
middle of the twelfth century had scme effect uron this
also, for it took many & parish priest, and renlacemsnts
vere not of the highest order, Evidence is ziven by Coulten
that this in a measure brought on the Wyeclif movement with
its emphasis on prsachinz to the pecple. There were dacp
Sseated chanves which wers wrought by this Black Death, for
with this comes a clawor for reform.. This writer quotes
from some of the Wyeclif propositions:

Item, (they hold) that no rector or vicar or

prelate of any kind 1s oxcused from residing

perscnally in his own parish by the fact that

he is in the service of & bishop or archbishop

or nope . Item, that it is not_lawful foraf

priest to set his services to hirc. « o »
The suppression of this movemont for politicel reasons did
net heln the cause of the clerics in England. This did not
add teo the resrect which the parishicner had for his parscn.

Still the priests psrformed functions related to the
1lives of the veonle ef their parishes, whether this was in
the eity or in the village., They exercised the offices of
Christian worship as it was then conducted:

e o o they read the Scriptures, preached, rray-

ed, san:, sald masses, and heard confessions;
they performcd fuverals and marriaeces and bavntisass

201bid., re 33

2lg, C, Coulton, The Black Death (New York: Robert M,
MeBride and Coey, Nede), Do 112.
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they instructed the ipgnorant, comforted the scr-

rowing, visited the sick, cheered the dying,

helped the penitent, succored the pocor; sometimes

they rebuked the sins of the mrag@. and scmetires,

ales! thoy imitated them « ¢ o o

In view of the fact that there are others who did
praaching on the Medieval scene, it 1s necessary to reserve
Judrment of that preaching until later. In closinz this
section of the present study, a quotation from Owst, made
by a sub-orior of Durham, should serve to draw these things
together:

%hat punishment therefore do the priests of to-

day werit, who enter ugon their churches with

the cure thereof, and rarely or never preach the

word of CGod? Forsooth, neither do they preach &

good LifTe by their actions, which is called the

oreachine o' an exemvlary life, Assuredly, they

are worihy of the everlasting death of the soul,
which is the death of fehenna.®3

8t111, it will heve to be said with Salzman:

And however far the Church as a whole fell short

of the Christian ideoals, there werec always many

good coriests Lo teach these ideals, by word and

example and to uphold truth and justice.24

with this, we turn to the other stars who occuried
the pulpits in the Medioval period to see their effects up-
on the life of their times,

With the coming of Christianity to England, Augustine

brought with him forty monks, who founded a chapter hcouse at

22Edwin Charles Dargan, A History of Preaching (Grand
Rapids, Michigen: BRaeker Book House, 1954)._1, 225=-22F,

230wst, op. clt., P. 47,

2453123‘9“, OToe E_j;-_E-’ Pe 112,
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Canterobury, During all of the early yoars of Roman Chris-
tlanity in ingland, the mcnks from this beginning were :ntlive
in the spread of Christianity. As history moves thrcugh the
centuries, however, there 12 a decay which sets in, brousht
on by the lack of need for a vital missionary program, the
growing wealth of the monastic orders, the rolaxing of the
rules of the order, the decimatinz of the ranks of the monss-
teries by the invasions of the Danes, who seem to have
ralded first the rich monasteries, Whon Dunstan, who was
born in 925, boecame Archbishop of Canterbury, he set about
to elean house, instituting & reform undor the Benedictine
Rule, Dunstan had ccme from one of the three great monas-
teries in kngland, Glastonburys a fact which led him to
elevate the monks in opposition to the canona end the clergy,
this led to the schism between the secular clergy and the
rezulars, Blunt brinzs out that signs of this conflict can
be scen in the decorations of the churches with carrica-
tures of the monks.2% This writer also states that most
of the abbots, princioel ecclesimetical officers =2nd bishops
of England came from the monasteries .25

Corruption, however, catches up with the monks again,
They come te the point where they do no menial labor, but

have hired servants in the monastery to do their ferming,

251, J. Blunt, Sketch of the Reformation in Enzland
(London: John Yurray, 1.852), Pe 24.

26Ib14,
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eleaning, cooking, serving at tables and almost every other
chore, (Giiraldus Cambrensis, a writer of the twellfth century,
on his return from the study of theology in Paris, reletes
an account of his eating with the monks of Canterbury. He
complains about the richness of the fare, enumerating six-
teen dlshes, preparsé by "cunning cooks™; he also complains
that they hed "wines in ample profusion . . . anything and
everything but ale, the boest of Encland and mcre esvocially
Kent.," He draws the conelusion, what would the founder of
the order, 5t. Benedict, say about all this?27

The cveluation of this decline with reference to the
pulpit given by Owst seems to be correct:

But vital, potent interest in preaching, whether

to these from within or from without the sacrsd

cloister, appesrs to be dead.28

It 1s true that the monks did some vreaching, however,
generally it was not on the varish scene, They were called
upon o preach at synods; on cccasion, they might preach in
their chapter house, especially at the festivals of Palm
Sunday and Good riday. fLven at these latter, however,
often the preaching would be done by some special vislitor
from the Univeraity. When a new abbot or prior was to be
installed, the monks would be subject to preaching, but,

here again, it would in all probability be by an cutsider.

271bid., P. 34.

280wst, op. cit., p. 49,
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There are some rare instances where a bishop would have a
glfted monk as his preacher for visitations, taking him
from his cloistered walls for this purnose.

The monastery, from which many of the sermon bcoks of
the day had come did not feel the meed for vroducing any
more. John Capgrave, in a sermon at Cambridge, speaking of
the canons of St. Vietor in Paris, sald:

Ve have in oure libreries many sundry bokes that

to (two) chencones of that hcus made, on of hem

hite lHowe, the othir hite Richard; notabel

clerkis thel wore and men of holy 1yf.2¢

They felt no need to add to these things, for the old
wine wns by far the best as far as they were concorned.
Those collections of earlier homilies, expositions and ex-
emplaria were sufficient for their needs.

The changes in the ideals cf the monks can be seen in
the quotation in Owst, where the monk is made to say, "I
wish to live in veace in a eonvent; to read and sing, I
don't want to rush through the world, with all its weerying
labours," The monastery was looked upon as a retreat from
the world, which tcok away the only stimulus for original,
up-do-dnte presching, namely, the touch and contact with
the common people.

Even in the churches of the abbeys, the monks, mecst

often are not the preachers} even in Benedictlne establishments,

2%bid., P. 50, ]
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we 865 the rival lendicant friar doing a stint in that pul=-
pit 50
Lven though the monk was able to grant forty-days in-
dulgence to anyone who listened teo him prcach, as far as
the parochial scene iz concerned, the menk was not & force

with whieh %o reckon in the late Medieval veriod.

The most intcresting character, and he was truly a
charactor, was the man who was not tco particular about
where he did his preaching, It made no difference to him
vhether that preaching was done in the pulpit or cut of the
pulpit, for he knew that he would have an audience for a
number of reascns. The man referred tc is the Yendicant
Fpiar, a part of the preaching host that came into being
in the late middle of the medieval period.

These mondicant orders came into being during the
twelfth century, and found their way into England. They
were organlzed, as preaching orders to deal with heresies,
for example, the heresy of the Waldensians., There woere
four of these grouns, the Franciscans, or Friar Minors; the
Dominicans, or Black Friars; the Carmelites, or White
Friars; and the Ausustins or Orey Friars, They opzrated on
a different vrinciple than did the monks. Though they took
a vow of poverty, and at the beginning this excluded the

owning of houses or property, 1t became evident that they

30Ibid., Po 6l.
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would need bascs of opesrations in different areas, so the
right was granted them to own property. They were not al-
lowed, however, to own anythlng more than the chapter hcuse:
ne fields or revenue producing propsrties were to be held
by them. Their entirc keep was to come from bezzing,
whence their name, Yendicants., The first settlement of the
friars was at Canterbury in 1234 by the Franciscans; in
1221 the Domincans opened a heuse at Oxford. Soon all four
of them had Flourishing hcuses st both Ozxforé and Cembridge.

These begging orders had the direct backing of the
pope, for they had been founded with his express vermission
and blessing, The power and authority Af the popes was
malntained by them against both the seculars and the monks,
The rivalry between these groups grows apace as we approach
the end of the Wedileval period. It should also be said that
the friars were known as paprons of the arts, they helped iIn
matters theological, deslt with civil law, were collectors
of books., Thelir estmblishments were literally show-places
in the ¥edievel world, something which attested to their
ability to wheedle money from peorle both great and small.

As the first need, fcr which the orders were organized
faded into the backzround of histery, these men had to seek
other reasons for their existence. They became emissariles
with large portfolio tec keep the papal supremacy before the
pecple. They also entered into the local scene in England

in many ways, scme grod, some bade Owst cites the geniuses
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of the presching art s the Franciscan Bernardino, the
Dominican Savanarola, the great Berthold of Regensburg, to
show the stature of some of the men in these orders, Mot
everyone in these orders, however, cculd mateh up to these

names. le does show that in every dispute in which the

friars reached historicel proportions, that these disputes
rezed abeut the pulpit steps:

They dispubte long with the Universities, and the
question of the examinatory sormon must enter in.
They dispute with the secular clergy, end it be-~
comes a strupgle amongst other things for right
of way to the parish pulpit. They dismte with
prelates and scholars over the subject of evan-
Zelical poverty, and a London preachl!ng-cross
becomes a strategie point in the campaign. In
politlcs, behind the throng of ncisy rebels and
dlscontents, whether in the rebellion of Simon
da Yontfeort,; the Peasants Revolt, or risinags
which follow the dsposition of Richard IT, we
catech glimpses of pessionate, eloquent friars
stirring men on to resist the tyranny or the
unsurpation which mars the hour.©

Their rise 1n'popularity showed that they filled a
need in the parish ascene, statinz thelir intent was helping

the curates. Chaucer's friar in the Somncur's Tale brinas

out the nsed aa the frisr saw 1t in the words, "Thise
curatz besn ful necligent and slowe."32 Owst shows that ¢
the Bishcps' fHegisters throw some light on this too:

Laymen explain at a parochial visitation, for

example, with regard to the preoaching of their

vicar, that whercas hls predecessors had been
wont to call on friers for the purpose, the

5l1bid., pp. 55 £,

%2Chaucer, op. cit., 1, 1816,
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present incumbent did not eare for them, and
Zave little encouragsement if they happancd to
aprear on the scene,
In a world in which there were no newspapers, nor books in
the modern sense, no means of communication that was by any
means rapld, these mon who traveled about, were well posted

on wvhat was happening in the world through the travels of

their fellow frinrs, could nortray a nicture of strange

nlaces, and provide a widening of the horizons of the
average man, These ¥Wendicants served a useful purrose as

Owst so nicely showa:

It is to the glory of the Mendicant prcechers

of all the Orders that, as champions of the
poor, they attacked the tyranny and oppression
of the lord, the weaknesses of the knlghts, the
ravares of retainers, the cunninz and extortion
of the merchants, the corruption of the law, iIn
short, every conceivsble form of injustice in
the land, @ ith pasaslonate violence they arraing-
ed the sccial frivolities of the age in hizh and
low alike, the smuscments men vreferred to the
holy services of the Church.°4

Leet the impression be left that the Mendicant was a
Pleture of pious virtus, it should be pelnted out that the
exact opposite was true. These men had the country of
England divided into domains or "limits"” which they worked
regulﬁrly with their bepsinz. The pieture which Blunt
draws is a geod one:

He could preach where he wculd; if he cculd not

530‘"31:, CBe Cit.’ Pe 72,

34Tbid., p. 80.
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lawfully tske vposszession of the church of the
minister, he could erect his ambulatory pulpit
at any Cross, in any parish, and rail (as he
regularly did) at the supinencss and igncrance
of the rosident pastor . « « « He cculd con-
fess whosoever might come to him,.o5

It is understandatle why "black sheop" in the parish sought
him out, as Chaucer shows in his Prologue:

Ful swetsly heard he confession

And plesaunt was his gbsolucioun: o « o o

Therefors, in stede of weping and preyeres

‘len moot yeve silver to the povre freres.
Tt eppears that their only interest was in glorifyinz their
own crders and to gather menies for them. This waz done at
the expensc of the difforent parts of the Church's claray,
for 1t 1a reported that they took so much from the local
parish that the offerinss fell off; the clergy of the ca-
thedrals were made poor by thess bezgars. Blunt presents
8 nice picturs of theaes friars sguabbling amony themselves:

The poor ploushman who sought inatruction in his

creed at the hands of the Friars Minor, was only

told, as he valwed his soul, to beware of the

Carmelites; the Carmelltes promoted his edifica-

tion by denounecinz the Dominicansj the Dominigans,

in their turn, by condemning the Aucustins. "Be

true to us," was the lansuage of eachj; "gzive us a7

your money, and you shall be saved withcut a creed.

Thess friars came in for a gcod bit of denunciation

from Wyecliffe and his followers. In one cf his sermons,

351, J., Biunt, Sketch of the Reformation in England
(London: Jchn ¥urray, 1832), Ds S7e

56Chaucer, op. cit., 11. 221-232,

S7Blunt, op. cit., D. 4l.
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Wyeliffo saia:

And yif thou go doun to freris, that ben befferis,
and shulden be mekerste, more worship of their
bretheren takith no man in this world, as bi
knelinz and kissyng of feet; that thou the ministre
of freris and other service at mste and bedde, more
then eny bishop doith. And so Cristis reule in
these precstis is more reversid than in worldl
lordis, And sith their professen and seien this
zoepel. bothe in word and 1n oth, 1t 1s open that
these felse ypoeritis disseyve the pople, and
harmen the Chirche .92

In ancther sormon he spoaks of the three chief enemies of
Christ's law, popas and cardinals, bad bishovns and rulers,
and the mendieant Triara:

» ¢ » the thridde is these Fherisees, possession-

ers and beggeris, All these three, Goddls enemyes,

traveilon in ypocrisie, and in worldli ccveitise,

and idiinesese in Geoddis lewe, Crist help his

Chirche from these fendis, for they figten peril-

ously .99

It was difficult for thesec men to contirmally speak of
their "poverty"” and travel around in clothing which Chaucer
sald "Of dcuble worstode was his somy-cope” ;40 they had
difficulty defending themselves against the nice living
which they hed in their houses, their well filled faces
and rotund bodiea. There can be no dcubt that this endi-
cant hypocrisy deslt the orders a staggering blow,

In preparing tc take leave of the friamrs there are

389James Harvey Robinson, Readinss in Furopean History
(Yew York: Ginn and Compeny, 1904), P. 496,

39;21g., Pe 408,
40chauvcer, op. eit., 1. 262,
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Several points which should be remembered; points in their
favor. These points are drawn from Owst: 1. The friars,
anticipating the Lollards, had adjusted the balance between
the Mass and vreachings In some 1nstaonces had given preach-
inz a superior place; 2. they had accustomed the ears of
the people to eriticism of the bishops and other dignitar-
los of the church; &. they had begun the roliticel sermon
with its constent discussion of wuch needed reform. Fox
though he was in trying to sneek into the local parish to
usurp the authority of the parson or curate, he still did
the poople a resl service. The recple never comnletely
turned against him for they realized that their cwn scns
could enter the orders to scek the prominence which many of
the frisrs had achioved.

The next group of »reachers who make thelir appesrance
upon the parish secene, 7Nwat desecribes as "Wandering Stars,"
and truly that is what they were. In this classification
ve find such things as the pardoner, who came with his in-
dulgences ard relics, seeking confessicns, promiainz abso-
lution upon the making cf an alms offering. He might come
with forty days indulgence making an appeal in bohalf of a
Hospital., This pardcner might be licensed by papal bull
or by eviscopal letters. The psrdonsr might make a special
Plea in behalf of some diocesan matter; 1t mizht be

e« « o Tor the fabric of ocur cathedral cf Exeter,

in Lent, whon other quests cease fcr the time be=-
ing, for the febric of York Minster, for the
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maintenance of lights in Vinchester Cathedral, for
the repalr of a parish chureh in Aerefordshire, or
even for the support and repeir of the great bridge
of the city of Exeter, and the chapel of the Blessed
Mary situate upon 1t.il

e was chargod with collseting

« ¢ » broche, rynze, poke, belle, candell, vesti-
ments, borde clothe, towelle, pymee, lambe, wolle,
veny cr pennywerthe « o o o &

Chaucer pictures him telling his story, the Pardonsr's
Tale, and saylng at the snd,

Eut siras, o word fergat I in my tele,

I have relikes and pardon in my male,

As faire as sny man in Engelond,

“hiche were me yeven by the popes hond.43

There werc abuses of this entire procedure, with false
pardoners makineg their avpearance., Even the legitimate ones
made claims beyond what their pardons acﬁually contained to
deceive the simple folks and get more money from them. An
Article of ths Oxford Petition of 1414 has a long-winded
condemnation of this, which Owst quotes:

Whercas the shameless pardoners purchase their vile
traffic in ferm with Simon;, sell Indulsences with
Gehazi o « o but what 1s mcre detestable still,
althouzh not in holy ordsrs, they preach publicly,
end pretend falsely that they have full powers of
absolving both living and dead alike from punish-
ment and guilt, . . . by means of which they rlunder
and seduce the people ¢« « . afferding them frivolous
hope and en aundacity to commit sin: therefore, let
the abuscs of this pestilential sect be blotted out

4l0wst, op. cit., p. 102.
42Ibid., p. 100.
43Chaucer, op. cit., 11, 919-923.
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from the threshold of the Church.44

Ancther groun of those who shoot across the sky can
best be characterized by a note in Owst, which is a quota-
tion from Dr, William Titchfield:

#ich peple that are bonden to cylence, as

religyouse folke, ankyres and ankereses, are like

to floode zatye of a mylne, wyche lonz tyme with-

standith the water and kepith 1%, that it flow nct.

Bot when the flowdezatys ar opened, then shotys the

wator at onys. Thus many suche pevle kepyn silence

for a tyme in ccrten places., But wen the nlace or
occasion of spokyng comith, then they speke to

myche and veyn. Thus did the frondes of Job, that

were comen tc comfort hym. They sate still vii

days; but wen they begonnen to speke, they couthe

noct stynt her tonges .45 !

Owst tells the story of a certain William de Swynderby,
who was celled William the Hermlt, who tauszht the pecple
that they should not bring their tithes to their churches.
fle wes placed under excommunication, but still attractead
many listonors to his discourses. This ster, fades quickly,
however,

The phenomena of Wyeliffe and his Lollards has been
briefly referred to. They could be dealt with in this
section in detail, howeveﬁ, we do not feel that they would
add much to the pleture, for they, tco were silenced. With

the coming of heresy and its suppression, there comes what

440wst, op. cit., P. 105.

45Ibid., p. 122, Mote: Da Tractate V Senmsibus,
48Ibid., pp. 122-127.
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Owst calls "golden pulplt silence."47 This was brought on
mainly by the issuance of Archbishop Arundel's Constitution
of 140€; originally designed to silence the T.ollards, it en-
forced & riporous system of eplscoval preaching licenses.
In effect, however, 1t made every bishop reluctant to give
a license, for fear that he might become involved. Tt also
urged the parish priests to confine their discoursss to the
simvle topics as outlined by the Peckham Decrees. The last
point of this Constitution asked the clergy to confine hils
eriticlsms of eclergy to 2 clerical audience, and his criti-
ciems of laymen toc lay audiences.48

This covers the pieture of the preschor in the parish
among the neople. There are several other interesting items

vhich shnould roceive brief attention.

471bid., po 4l
48Ibid., pp. 41 end 141,




CHAPTER V
1fe PHLACHI KRG SCLERE

The preaching which was dene in services, saems to
have besn “hetwesn the ereed and of fertory, or else aftcr
the latter. The sscond occasion 1s an affalr for the Sun-
day afterncon,"l That a sermon was to be preached every
Sunday seems %0 have been the exception in the later verlod
of Medleval times. The great preaching scascn was Lent,
when there might be a sermon every day. This apoesrs to be
the time when the M¥ondicants were in their glory. The ap-
peal which was msde at this time is characterized by a quo-
tation in Owet:

Gcod moun, the tyme of lenten (is) entred, the

wiche tyme we must clense us of all our mysdedis

that wo have done before; and this holy tyme we

should absteyns us more from synne and wrechednes

than ancther tyme of the zere. « « « Now shall we

strength us to faste, to come to churche, and to

serve Jod in holy preycurs, and to shryve us of

oure mysdediS. o « o2

The places of preaching have been alluded to in thi