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that the bishops 1n some instances would have auch a multi­

plicity of dut!.es that it \'fc,uld leave little tir.ie for pro­

perat1on of t he sermon to be prea~hed to the pnr1sh1oners. 

Some or the la~ger bishoprics undoubtedly had much business 

wh1ch would o~ noccss1ty consume the time or the noble 

cleric at the head or it. Thero must. however, in all fair­

ness be added that there was a goodly am unt or laziness 

involved in t his laclt ot prseaching• as well as unsuitability 

ror t he off'i ce ,1hlch t hay claimed to r111. An 1 ntol"esting 

U .• ht is shed on thi s in a quotation concorntn the Bishop 

of Durham, LotJ1s de Beeumonti it deals w1 th his consecra­

t i on: 

••• 1.t is aaid that he understood not Latin, 
and c cu.ld sce:-ce pronounce 1 t. At is conse­
cration, he wes to make a formal profession, 
but he could not ?"ead ,.t tnough he had boen 
instructed i n it for days befo~ehsnd; having 
ar rivo<l v;i th rnany pro:nftin?;s from others at 
t he word " .etropol1 tan' Y1.b1ch attar many gasps 
could not pI•onounco it, finally said in French, 
"Let. that be taken as readl" All bystanders 
were amazed~ mourning that such a man should 
be consecrated bishop. Another time, when 
conferrin0 ijoly Orders. he could not pronounce 
t he phr ese in aon1e;mate. he said 1n French to 
those wlio tcod by, 11By St. Louis the mon was 
a clown thot wrote this wordl"G 

~"hen the bishop did preach, it ~as customary for him 

to grant an 1ndul~enca to those who came to hear him. On 

his visitations• though people m1~ht be disappointed that 

the P,r eat lord or the ch'U%'ch di4 not pi-each himself• he 
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would customax-1ly grant an 1ndulgonce • even though someone 

or his c ompany occupied the pulpit in his behalf. Such 1s 

the overvi,w.i or the uppo1• esohelon or the -orelnti in the 

period. 

It 1.s qu:t t e natural. to movo t:rorr. the "overseer " to the 

one who wos the man on the scone in tho parish ~leld in i t s 

tl'"ue.r scn1sa 9 t·:i.e local parish l)riest. or using tho dist1nc­

ti.on fl-om pi•el a •ci to h is CUl"at1 • the one charBed w.! th the 

cu.re o~ s ouls. The r emains o~ the prear.h1ng done by those 

humbler roan in the parish are row 9 so that it is dirticult 

to get a clear picture or t he amount or work done by them 

1n t hi s f i eld . This 1s understandable ror the ave1"ea;e 

parish parson to this day does not have his _preaching 

activities r ecorded in most instances. Owst mokos the ob­

servat:f.on t ha t t here is only 11m1 tad :roi"erence to the 

preaching activi ties of the great ~en in the Registers and 

other ecclesies tioel documents. end goes on to say~ 

How much move natural it is to find tt,..at such 
refer ences i n thom to the ordinary parish clergy 
are ra:re:r stilll If the evidence or t ; e,.r de­
linquency. their incompetence and idleneos did 
not abcund on t he other hand. "no news" he?"e 
mieht well be ta ken as the sign or " ~ood news•" 
and a ~ener al he althiness in the bod7 cle~!cal.7 

There 1s evidenco 9 however., that the parish priest 

did preach. The characte:r1z$t1on or the fa1 thful "persoun" 

of Chaucer, \Yes not something which w~s a figment o~ the 
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autho1• 1 s ima gination., but b:r1n .. ~s us a record that there 

were fa1 thful .£,_urati. Of' hitn Chaucer wr1 tos 1n bis Pz-olop:12e: 

A ~ood man 7as ther of religioun, 
A~d uas a povre Persoun or a toun; 
But riche be was of holy thoght and werk. 
l!e was also a larnad man; clerk, 
That C1•:i.stes e ospel trewely wolde preache; 
His paris :s ens devou.tly wolde he t ti-ache. • 
On-to his povl:'e pa:risshens abcuto 
or his oi·:rr ing , ond oak of his substaunce. 

• • 

Even tou1.h th~ person 1 n his own prolosue claims he 

1s not a l ear ned man, t here surely 1a somethina typic~l in 

th1s charact ~J:'~.zstion by Chauce1•. This kind of a man would 

not be v ory apt to record his sermons; for most of tho ser­

mons rocortled by othors :1ere directed to men like him. 

From t ho •i me of Charlemag ne on, there were such colloctions 

or homilies . 'l'hose eo1,.lections ttere designed to bring the 

tenets or t he Cbz-1s tion i'ai th to the pnz,iahioners. One such 

colloction of homilies was by Edric, a monk or Abingdon. 

11'hey were a ppointed to be l'ead in the churches in lie11 ot 

sermonso These \.7ore expositions of the teachings of the 

Ango-Saxon Church on many vi tel points or Chl-1st1an doc­

t:rine. 9 

VJben r endinG; the :requ!.ren1ents which are outlined ro:r the 

parson, t he impression is received that the qualifications 

8aoef1"rey Chaucer, 'l'he Cante:rbu:r..z Tales• edited by 
F. N. Robinson (Boston: Roughton Mifflin Company. c.1933)• 
11. 477-489. 



32 

were indee d adequate; Owst quotos a Master Robert Rypon, 

a sub--pr-1 or of" Durham e s say1 ng 1 n a synodal sermon t hat a 

good life i s the pI'eache:r•s first qualifica tion, anc:1 addE>d 

to t hat c 001pe t e nt kno,;,led~e 1 
11restat auod sciontia est 

.£UI'ato necess a~ if!.. " To t his is added, "Cur-ati a?'e :requil"ed 

to have s k n c,wl odf; of tfol y Scripture with which they may 

PI-eoch ·to the PE>O!l l e t he ViOI"d or God. ••10 

Th!3 same prea cher , oes on to show us the medieval 

pzoeschoz- ' a a ssc,nMal l i braary : 

And t hte knowledge , ncco'di ng to the Canon 
(dist . 38 ), c onsis ts s pecifically in the fol­
lo 11 ni ... " Th e bcoks wh i ch it is necessary for 
pr i e s ·ts to stu dy a nd know are t h e Book of tha 
Saoremar1ts , t he 1,ect1onory 1 the Anti:phoner, 
t he Hapti.ste r ium, the Con1potus, t he Canones 
Poanitentisl es, and nomilies throu~hout the 
yeoJ:1 f or Sundays and Festlvals. 11 And ir the 
p:rie s t •s 0 1~ " cut•ate •s" l<nowledgo or any sinzle 
o e o r t heso i s l a ck i ng , hordly is he wort h.y 
or t he name or n~iest •••• I no not say 
t 1at he is bound to know ell these thi np, s by 
hart ; but i t suf~ices that he should know 
how tor ad them d i stinctly , unde:rstanrl them 
clear l y , an.d exnound, them plainly as often os 
it is h1a dut y.11 

'l'here a r e some reco1'"ds of' these humbler sarvents de­

rendin , t hemselves in the i r preachi ng . Owst quotes one or 
them and says t ha t i t i s i n a manuscrip·t which "seems to 

be the Ylork or an unp-retentiou.a homilist • • • diminutive, 

unador ned, unrubrica ted, 1n faded brown ink upon no vellum, 

lOowat, .2.E• ill_., p . 2a. 
11~., P• 29. 
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If 
• • • 

And (if) a bishoppe or a doctoure atond up to 
preche tho worde of God, muche pepull wtll drawe 
the tner,-:arde to here hym; and z1f'1' he repreye 
vices and synne, t be pople will not gruche never 
a dele azeyns hy ·, ne the! will not rorzett 1s 
wordes" Bu,t lot a sympull prcste as I am soth 
t he uord or God to you, and ze s~tt no price 
t he~eby ••• w Thus rrareth grett mens wordes 
now adayes, t he1 ben taken grett hede or, and 
pore mGns \"lords bt1en sett on syde.12 

Another testi~cny quot din the samo source, is said by 

t he writor to be i'~om t he tif'teenth century i•:nglish version 

I h ave b o n a pre,ste this rourty wynter and 
more, and have fastid, waked, and prayde, ~one 
on pil:gr1ma s o , and prechid, and by the mercy 
or God I have toreyd many soules to God.13 

However•, l e st tl1e impression 1s lert that all of the 

pool' parsons of t he medieval ne.riod were mali r.;ned individ­

uals, who \Vere actually followS.ng in the f ootsteps or the 

Apostles , followlnr, the instructions which were Riven t~em, 

and follo~11n~• the exa..rn'!)l.es or tho parsons who have bean 

quoted, the other side of the picture deserves a seeing 

and a hoar:lng . The Master .Rypon quoted earlier !;';ives a 

5,onerol indict;i,ent, relating to the lacks: 

Assuredly, some or them (the pastors) are 
destitute of this f ood, because many know 
not how to expound a single article of the 
li'ai th, nor one precept of' t he Decalogue; 

12!!2.!g. • Po 21. 

1312.!!!• • P• 23. 
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and - what is worse - when they lack "this 
bread" t ho'l1salvos, they na1;;lect to lea.rn what 
they do not know. Nary rather-, whet 1 s worst 
of all, many of them despise knowledge and toach­
il1g , and r eject knowledcr.e; or, if by chance they 
havo any knowled G , or a .nodarate amount of' it, 
by entangl:1.ng themselvciS in secular af.fa.1ra, oi-

1 vi ng themselve s up to pl.ea sure, tho:, cost thet 
little away in their !'olly.14 

Tho exhortati ons which were given th& clor3y in this 

res ect, soem t o •indica te that there was need for such 

prodding o A w~iter, r eferring to a council which wss con­

vened at Oxfovd in the year 1223, says: 

• •• p~iesta were exhorted "not to be dumb dos, 
out ~ith s alutary bark to drive awa7, the disease 
or s pil"i t ual v,olve s from the floclt. •15 

Fr om another c ouneil that convened in the ye a?' 1281, 

at Oxfor d ther e exist s a document known as Peckham•s Con­

stituti<l!'.!!., dr awn up by John Peckham, Archbishop or Canter­

bu:ry, in i1hich the charge is ztecorded: 

• • • every- priest havin~ charge or a floclc do 
t'ouI" t ,.:'?ies s yeaz, on one or more solemn feast days 
••• 1nstr1.1.ct the -people in the vulg ar language 
on t he A.:rticlee or tho Croed, the Ten Command­
ments, t he Evanc:elical precepts, the seven works 
of mo~cy , t he s even deedly sins, the seven prin­
cipal virtues a nd the seven Sacraments.16 

1'he f act that t hese constitutions are reiterated 

through the ya ars 5 surely gives indication that the:re ,11as 

need for such exhortation and command. 

14~ •• P• 29. 

15cook, .21!• ill•, P• 36. 

l6Ibid. 
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That there was a ppalling i gnorance omong the clerg 

on this level ls ev1dent f'l'om the C9?ftplaints ~h!ch ~ere 

made against the cler ~y all through the Middle Ages. Tho 

people, ordinaril y , vould look to their parish 'P?'ieat to 

give them instruction in the fundamentals of t~e Christian 

faith; but manr parish priests knew as little as their. 

pa1•ishionors o i'o shoVI this appalling -ignorance, Salzman 

cites an i.nstance whi ch comes after the ~erormetion, Blaho~ 

Hcop r •s visitation in 1 552: "scores or clel"gy who could 

not tell who was the author ot the Lord• s 'Prayel', or where 

it ~as to be r ound.nl7 This author also quotes ftaom 

" Parson Sloth" in the 1/ision of Piers Plowman: 

I have bee n px-l est and parson to%' thirty winte?'s past, 
but I C3nnot solta or sir.g, or r ead a latin life of 

· saints; 
But I c an f ind a hare , in a field or in a ru~row, 
0et t er than constl'ue the first Psalm or explain it to 

the parish. 
I con hol d a friendly meet!n~, I can cast a shl re 1s 

accounts, 
But in mass-book or Pope's edict I cannot regd a line.18 

There are e number or thin~s which contributed to this 

decline and negli genct>o '?osaibly the greatest contributing 

factor in this was the development by the church er the 

vezry thi113s which she 1'1anted her -px-leots to preach. Among 

theae things might be mentioned sac.i-ament.alism. their lives 

began and ended with sacraments or the church; the veneration 

17salzman, 2.E• ill•, p. _113. 

l8Ibid., p. 112. 
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ot saints; oxtollinn- the virtues of "holy" pope; and whot 

passed for v i rt1'e s 1n thoso day s, chiefly submftt1nB to 

ecclosisstical authority. To those thin~s would have to be 

8dded the "P3l"'son "in absentia." SomG of t.heso -i:,et"lahes had 

good 1 nco , es from t1 thes end '1ere much sc-u.,.ht after, very 

ofte11 gotn~ to neople who had int'luence, but little ability 

and no i ncl1ns t1on t o ssr,,e the people 1n the1l' !'.)arish. 

The~ pre fer1"ed to be 1n the populous centers like London and 

Y ~k , o n the Conti nent or elsewhere, l eaving t he care of 

thei r paI>ish to s vicar \'lhom they hired for a pittance. 

On the; ratte occasions when t hoy :r-etnl"nod and wanted to 

occu-p.r t heir pul pita, O\Yst makes a Vti?'Y intorest!ng comment 

on this: 

After all, pe~ eps, it was sometimes better that 
roetors should not retUl"n to occupy a neglected 
villa;;e pulpit ,. 'J:heir song on such random visits 
waa apt to be ell of one tune end that an exceed­
ingl y bsd one : 

BiJt. eve r amcng al other nede 
H s owne erende wol he bade, 
ThRt the!~ bryn~o heore offeyn,,aes 
'l"o ohirche , and.heore tythln es.l~ 

,"/1th the docli ne of t h e :re s -poet 1n wh1eh the :m.rish priest 

1ns held, there we1"a r .wer me n who wera ui 111 n'; to enter 

into this work with pro?a~ preparation. The a ppeal or the 

otbe~ vocations opon to bri~nt or ambitious youn.F; mon also 

had its et:rect u po n this. Owst raises this plaint in a 

quotation '' \"Jhy does t he r., w School have a hundred or two 

19owst, 21!• c:\,1., PP• 45 f. 
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hundred pupils, where tha School of 'fheology hos not 0 •1en 

tive~• 2o The re c a n be no doubt that t h e Black Doath in the 

mi ddle of the twelfth century had so:ne effect u -pon t h is 

also, fol" i t t ook ina ny a pox-1sh priest, and replacements 

were not or t h e h!.~hes t or dor. Evidence is 'Jiven by Coultcn 

t hgt this i n e moas uro brc-u~ht on the \•·yclif movement w1 ·th 

i t s e mphasi s o n preech.,. n,:: to the -necple. There \Tere deop 

s e a ted c h a n~es which \"/ere wrou~ht by this Black Death , for 

\'11th t h is c ome s a cla mor• f or refor:'l'l • . This wr1 ter quotes 

ftton1 s orne .r tha VJycli:f propositions: 

I t em, (they hold ) that no rector or vicar or 
'Pl'e l at or en:, ld nd is oxcus~d f rom resi.d1 ng 
pel"sc- 1al l ;y in his o\"ln parish by the .f'act thot 
be i s in t he s e rv i ce of a bishop or arcbbi .ah o p 
or ~o~e . r t ~m, that it ia not lawfu.l torJ 
pr i ut to oe t h is s orvices to hiro •••• 

'l'ho supprc s :don of' this movement ror political r easons did 

not he l p t he cause of the clol'ics in E~~land. This did not 

o~d t o t h e r e s pect whJ ch t he pax-1sh1onar had tor.- his por son. 

Sti ll t~e priests per ro~med f u nct1o"s r e lated to t he 

l ive s of t. e 60'0l e o:f t he i r Da r ! sh,~e, whether thi s ,:ms in 

the city o~ in tle vi l l a _e . They exerci sed tlie otr1ces or 

Chr 4 s tian worsh i p a s i t wa s t b.en condu cted: 

••• t e r ,1ad the Scl'lptures, px-c•s cherl, Pt"BJ'­
ed, sa~ , said ma s ses, and heard confessions; 
t hey porro~mod fur.orals a nd marrie .os a nd baptisms; 

20Ibid., P • 33 . 

21a. c. Coulton, Th e Black Death (Mew Yol"k: Robert ~ . 
liCBt"'!de and Co., n.d • )-;--p. 112 • 



38 

they instructed the 1 ttno?"ant, oomt'orted the s~r­
?"ow1ng , visit ed t hfJ sick, cheel'ed the dylnrt , 
helped the penitent, succored tne poor; somet.1ms 
the, rebuked the sins or the r.s.rG~• and somet1.1!Gs, 
alesl t he y i~itated them ••• • 

In view of the .feet t hat the1•e arc others \1ho did 

pre.aching on t he ~li.edieval scene, it is necessary to reserve 

judgment of tht\ t preaching until later. In closin~ this 

section ot t h e pr ese nt study, a q,u otation f:rom Owst, made 

by a s ub- prior or Durham, should serve to draw these t hings 

togeth~r: 

\:hat 'puni sh ont t herefore do the priesta of to­
day mcrit 0 who enter upon the1~ ~hurches wltb 
the cure t hereof', and rarely or never proeach the 
1ord of God? Forsoot h , neithel' do t hey preach a 

3 0Od life by thei:r:• actions, which is called the 
preachin~ of en exenplar:, life . Assuredly . they 
e~e wort 1y of t he eve~tastin~ death nf the soul, 
w 1 ch is tl1G deetll of r:eh enna . 23 

Sti l l , it will hove to be said with Salzman: 

And how ver f.ar t he Church a s a whole f.el l short 
of t 1a Cnr, &ti.an il1aole, t"'iere were alwa1s many 
{!C'od ~r i e.s ts to teach those ideals, b3• \"lord ond 
example a nd to uphold truth end justi ce.24 

\ it t h i s. we tu~n to the othu~ stars who occu~ied 

the pulp-tts 1n t he Medioval ~ ri.od to see their erfects up­

on tho 11 e of t heir times. 

With t ·e c omi~ of Christianity to England, A'Uf'ustina 

brought wi t h h im fo.rty manics, who :founded a chapter house at 

22 •dr,ln Charles Dargan. ! Ilistori ,2! Pr e ach ing (Grand 
Rapids, .t1ichir en: Baker Book House, 1954)• I, 225-226. 

23owut. 21?• ill•, p. 47. 

24salzman, .2.l?• cit.• p . 112. · 
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Canterbury . Duz,i n"' allot the early years of Roman Chr1a­

t1an1 ty in i!.ng l.and, the monko :tz,om th-5 s beginning were -~1ve 

in the s pr ead of Chr i stianity. As history fflOVes through the 

centuries, h owever, t here 1s e decay whi ch sets in, bi-ought 

on by the l ack of need f or a vital missionary pro :ram, the 

g:rowing \veal t h of the monastic orders, the rolaxing of the 

rules of the order , t he declmat~ng or the ranks or the monas­

te~ios by the i nvas i ons or the Danes, who seem to have 

raided f i rst t he rich monasteries. When Dunstan, who was 

born i n 925, b came Archbishop of Canterbury, he set about 

to cle an house , i nsti t uting e reform undo:r the Benedictine 

Rule. !Junstan had c ome .from one ot the throe great monas­

t eries in hngl ond, Glastonbury;, a tact which led him to 

elevate t he n10nks in opposition to the canons and the clergy , 

this led to the s chism botweon the secular clergy and the 

re .:.ulars. Bl unt bri na:s out that signs of this conflict can 
~ -

be soe1, i n the decorati ons of the churches with carrica­

tures of the monks .25 '!'his vll'J. ter elso states that most 

or the abbots, princi~al eccles!oetical officers and bishops 

of Kn land came from the monasteries.26 

Cor~u ption, however, catches up with the mQnlcS a~aln. 

They comet~ t he poi nt where they do no menial labor, but 

have hir ed serva nts in t he monastery to do thei:!9 f'o1•ming, 

25I. J • Blun.t , Sketch of !n!, Reformation ,!!a Ermland 
(London: John Murray , l. 8321, p. 24 .. 

26Ib1d. 
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cleaning, cooki ng , sot•Vi flB at tables and almost eveey other 

chore. Giraldus Cambre nsi s, a writer or t ho twelfth century, 

on his r e turn from the study of theology in Paris, rele tea 

a n account of h i s eat i ng with the monk,s or Canterbury. Re 

com'Dlai ns a bout t he t•ichness of the t sI"e, enum&l"'ating six­

tee n dishe s , prepared by •~·cunning cooks"; he also complains 

t ha t t hey !'lad "wi nes i n ample profusion ••• anyth inp: and 

evc~yt hin but al e , t he boest or En~land and mot"e ea-pec1al17 

rtent . " lie draws t he c onclusion, what would the rounaer or 

t he order , St . Bene dj c t , s ay about all th1s?27 

Thell o\,slnntion of this decline with reference to the 

pulpi t iven b y Owst seems to be correct: 

But vi t al , potent i nterest tn pre aching , whether 
t o these f~om rdthin or from without the sacred 
clois t e~, eppee~s to be dead.28 

I t is t r ue th.at t he monks did some !,)reaching, however, 

ge ner ally i t wee not on t h e parish scene. They ~ere called 

upon t o p~each a t synods ; on occasion, they might preach in 

t heir ch a pt er h ouse, especially at the testi va le of Palm 

Sunday and Ciood 1.•ridR!f" • Ev en ot thesA letter, h owever. 

often t he pre aching wculd be done by some special visitor 

f'i-om t he University . When a new abbot or prior was to be 

installed , the monks would be subject to preach1n~, but, 

he:re a gain, it woul d 1n all probability be by an c utsider. 

27Ibi(!., p . 34. 

28owst, .2..2• cit., p . 4~ . 
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'!'here are Eiome l"Sl"e instances where a bishop would have a 

1tted monk as his 9~e achel" rw visitations, toking him 

trom his cloistored walls for th!s purpose. 

The monnstet-y, from wh1 ch many or the sermon bcoks or 

tho day h ad come did not reel the need for prod11c1ng any 

more. Jobn Cap~r eve, in a sermon·at Cambridge, speaklDP.: ot 

t he canons of St. V1ctor in Paris, said: 

We have in oure libraries many sundry bokos that 
to (two) chenones or t hat hous made, on or hem 
h i te F.eYie, the othir hi te Richard; notabel 
cleI"ld s t he! ware and men of holy lyt .29 

They folt no need to add to those thin·s, for the old 

wi ne ~as by far t he best as far as they were concerned. 

Those collactions of e arlier homilies, expositions and~­

emplaria were s u£tic1ent for their needs. 

'l'he chan e a i ,n, t he ideals of the monks can be seen 1n 

t1,e quotati on in Owst, vrhe're the monk is made to say. "I 

wish to l i ve in ~ ace J n a convent; to road and sin • I 

don't ,·,ant to \'"UBh tbr i.tgh the WO?"ld, with all its weoryir.g 

lobo1Ws." Tl e monastor.y was looked upon as a rotre .ot from 

the world , ,hS ch t ok a~ay the only stimulus for or1~1nal, 

up-do-dot e pr each 4ng, namely, the touch end contact with 

tbe ao:mnon ~eopla. 

Even i 'n the churchas or t he abbeys, the monlcs, most 

otton are not t he p~eachers; even 1n Benedictine establishments. 

2 9tbid., P• 50. 



42 

we see the rival Mendicant friar doing a stint 1n that pul­

pit .:so 

~ven though the monk was able to grant forty-days in­

dul~ence to anyone who listonod to him prGach, as rar as 

the parochial scene is concerned, the mcnk was not a force 

with wh.!ch to r e ckon in the late J!edieval neriod. 

The roost interesting character, and he wee truly a 

cheroctor, was the man who wos not t~o particuler about 

where he did his pra Aching . It made no difference to him 

whether that p.roach 1 nft V1aa done in the pulpit 0%" out ct the 

pulpit, for he knew t hot ho would have an audience for a 

number or r a s ons. The man refet'red to is the 1iiand1cant 

Fri ar, a pa·rt of t he preaching host thot came into being 

in the l ate middle ~r the medieval period. 

These mendicant orders came into being duriny, the 

twelfth century, and round their way into England. 1'hey 

were organized, as prenchS.ng orders to deal with heresies, 

for examplo, t ho heresy of the Waldensian&. There were 

fotll' or these groups, the :£-'t>anciscana, or Fr1 ar !~ino?"s; the 

Dominicans, or Black Friars; the Carn1el1tes, o?" White 

Fzoiars; and the Au uatins or Grey Friars. They operated on 

a different ·pr1noiplo than did the monks. Though they took 

a vow or poverty, and at the beginning this excluded the , 

owning of houses or propfirty, it became evident that they 

30Ibid., P• 51. 
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wouJ.d need 'bases or operations in diff'erent areas, so the 

right was grant ed t hem to own property. They wero not al­

lowed, however. to own anything more than the chapte~ h nae: 

no t.1elds or. r e venue producing properties were to be held 

by them. The i r ent! r e keep v,as to come .from be~ginJ! , 

whence the i r n..qme , ~e nd1 cants. The t irst· settlnment or the 

fl'iars wa s a t Ca nter bury in 1234 by the Franciscans; in 

1221 t he Domincans opened a hcuse at Oxf"ord. Soon all four 

or t hem had Tlour1sh1ng hcuses at both Oxford and Cambridge. 

These b ~ i n orders had t ho direct backin~ or the 

pope , f or t hey had bee n f ounded with his express permission 

and blessin~ . The power and authoi91·ty or the popes was 

mu:l nta1ned by t h em a gainst 'botn the seculars and the tnon\:s. 

The rivalx-y be tween t hese groups grows apace as we approach 

t ho end or t he V.edi eval period. It sh ould also be said that 

the friel"s were known as J>Atrons or the arts, they helped in 

mattel"s t heological• dealt t.ri t h civil law. v,ere collectors 

or books. The1:r estebl1 shments were literally show-places 

in t he .1e die1rnl world, someth1.n(;!; which a t.tested to t heir 

ability to wheedle money from people both great and s mall. 

A.s t he f irst need, f c:r wbJ ch t he OJ-ders were organized 

faded into t h e bsckg:round of histctty• these men h ad to seek 

other reasons tor their existence. They became emissaries 

with lsrge portfolio to keep the papal supremacy before the 

people. They also entered 1 nto the local ~cene in England 

in many ways, some gcod, some bad. Owst cites the gem.uses 


