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CEAPTER I

Heru, then, stood Wiclif Yofore his judgss ewaiting his
exaninatiom - a tell, thin figwe, covered with a long

Lizht gown of black gslowr, with 2 girdle ebout his body;
the hoed, sdormed with e full floving besrd, exhibiting
features heom =nd shewdly cut; the eye clear snd ponetrat-
ing: the lips firmly closed in token of resolution - the
whols nan wearing an espset of 10?%{ earnsstnoss, end
Toplete vwith disnity end charseter.

John Z!ycltl'j‘f-::“‘--fﬁn oome is guite familier, ospecially to Protes-
tant end Lutheren Feformation scholara, end certain espects of his life
end work have boen treated sgain end egain. However, s stature in
Mstory--in fact, his pomuler titlo, "the Morning Ster of tho Reforma-
toa"eprovides thoss who arc imclinsd to show en intorest, ondless
ooportmition to oxplore the meny difforont facets that went into the
meking of John Uycliffe and his vork. Regamilees of the theologien's
perticuler doncminetlcnal orientation or bias, a study of Wyoliffe can-

00t but holy him to bebier understand the Reformation begimnings

. Lechler, Johm Vielif Precursors (London:
Xegem Panl, Trengn, ot mers i) . S

amﬁiam"cmmt"mlungormm. As will bo noted,
the writer of this paper will use Wyoliffe exclusively. However, in
verious quotations cnd references the reader may find a different spell-
ing a3 the accepted cms. A c2ee in point 18 to be soen in the first
footnote. Oue suthority mentions thet Vyoliffe's n-,mm-:puel
hmmmﬂrﬁruﬂ.m. gSee footnote two of Phillp Schaff's,
Hlstoxy of tho Christiasn (Crend Rspids, Michigen: Vm. B.
Esnimens Publishing Company, 9), VI, 313.

anastithmmﬂmdm-ﬂmlf.:ﬂ&.-wl::m“-
There 18 no gomerel agreement as to the Source sbarilkd
:!13’ Meny of the suthors comsulted in yrepering this thesis used the
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accomplished and nouriched in the porson of end ae a result of the wok
of Wyocliffs. Both in his lifetime and today, stuients of history hawe
gensrally agreed that Wyoliffe was amwmg the most signiflcant Pigureg

in History. Already in hic day, an ensmy like Knizshton, @ contemporary,

bhead to ackmovwledge:

At this time flourished iMaster Jolm Wycliffe, rector of tho
church of Imtterworth in the ecountry of Isicester, tho most
emdinent dootor of theology of those daye. In philosophy he
wvas gecond to none, im scholestic lsarning incompareble,
This man strove especially to eclipse the thoughts of others
uﬂ.ﬁo?ﬂ&o&ﬁugiggumﬁowﬁmgﬁg.
and to differ from them in opiniom. He 1s reported 4o havwe
aggﬁsggﬁnﬁuﬂu&mgsnﬁog
by ths learned mem of ‘the universal chuwrch,

Scholars today, of the callber of Preserved Smith, axe not legs
ready to conceds that Wyellffe wes “"the most simificamt of the

- Reformers befors Iuther."”

The purpose of this theals is to explore tho resson which made

Wycliffe the historicel figurc fhat be bLecams, namsly, his break vity

the Roman Catholic Church. The problem, the writer feels, can b
stated in terms stlll more spacifio than this. Mo hoa ettempted to go

Just thet with tho fommlaticn of the thesis title, “the initisl cause

of Wycliffe's break with the church.” Ususlly, tinve causes are
aseribed o Wycliffe's break with the Mother Clmach: »olitical, dog-
trinal, and moral. Thet other causes could be nominated, such ag homs

Yavara 2, heyney, Besitnes 1o Sclish Ristor
Original Scurees, a quo' on fronm Henry Knighton (Bost -
Chicago, gu. Cinn and Cozpany, pw.mm? e mmmommq.oﬂu Hev York,

%2, Emith, Tho Age of the Befarmtion (Fev York: Hemy Holt ay |

Company, 1920), p. 37.

Druum from thy |

@
|
|
_



3
life, or perecnal dseive for rocognition or willingness to vindicate
men wlio hsd renellsd ‘i;efcma,s is not denied. However, cince it is not
vithin the seope of taie paper to copnsider all these, theo writer has
arbitravlly Limites himself to the three mentionsd, bolioving that
thero 1s more or less gemswal historicsl agreemsnt as to tho major
Importance attached to these causes. That all played & part in the
break camnot be denied. Dotermining the initlal cause, however, is
Wite enother mattor. After zeviewing the influeatiel oa'an; vhich
share in guiding Wycliffe to hie break with the Eoman Catholic Clmroh,
the reader will hewe to Judge vhether o not this writer's comslusion
1s histortically accurate.

In this sems counsction, the reader must besr in mind that certain
Obvious facts end rosults in the 1ife end work of Viycliffe will not bs
treated extonsively here because thoy have no direct bearing on tho
Anitle) ceuse which influenced his break. So, for example, many of his
dcotrinal worie will not claim our attention becsuse they were tho rro-
ducts or results of his break with the clmurch. The semo is trus of his
oxcommmication and later work ond develomsnt. ALl of these areas pro-
vide mich material for farther investigation, even today. But the very
nature of such information is limited in its usefulness for the present
discuasion. Cemorelly speaking, therefors, the thesis might be caid to

deal with & period of tims begiming in 1300 and ending with Wycliffe's

death in 138%4. Actuslly, however, tho middle decades of the fourteenth

6rocnler '

op. es Dp. 14-85, On pege 36 the author discusses
ﬁwuﬁ’ormnmmmmbumm
might have had upon the Roformer.

L T A W TR PR TENTNRNN,
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Gentury ave of mejor importance for in them are to be found the condi-
tlons which influenced Wysliffo to break with the Romen Cmrch. For
theee reasons tho reader will not be surprieed to £ind that the heert
of this imvestigstion imvolves three decedes boginning with the year
1345,

Although the main purpose of this stuly is not to reconstrust a
oimenologicsl history of Johm Wyeliffe's 1ife, one should be asquainted,
in e mnevel way, with his homo background, ege, and certain woll-
ooteblished facts that axo Incwn about him., Brief though it muy be,

o vriter has reserved the remaining vart of this introdustory
Chapter for en ovorview of Jobn Wyoliffe's life--from his birth date o
his deaty,

The greetost d1fficulty 1o encoumtored in trying to esteblish,
Mecisoly; Viyoliffe's birth dete =nd birth place. Most historians
bogla in somswhet the sems VEZUS DRIMer:

The date of his birth is indeed very wmcertain., Ho died in

1364, and could mot thon have been younger then sixty; and

acconlingly a deto scmevhere sbout 1324 or a 1ittle carlier
e T Teenas o e e Seon e A W T

Lechler pretty woll summrizes the viewpoint of those who hold for
én earlier birth mﬁ.«o.m certainly no later than 132kh:

Toushing the dato of Wielif's birth, no direct docwmentary

information has coms down to us. Jolm Iswis was the fivst
Who Tized upon the year 132k; and he has boon followed in

4«.95& a!..nonw“gu
Seritmer's Sons, ummm%.ﬁ e E :

mgﬁﬁu&ouﬂa-?ﬂnﬁ? aro: Cheyney, gp. git., . 267,

éﬂﬂ-gvugﬂﬁﬂg.ﬁgg%ﬂﬁﬁ
: ] ..ﬂ.

M“ouh Mooamu Hwﬂww._!ﬁug Company, 1932),

ol LIS e 2
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this date by the greet majorlty of writers without further -
inquizy, eltucush he nover mloes even en attempt to zaoduco
documsnteary evidenss in support of it. But 1t may be con-,
Joctursd that he proccedsd upon the fect that when Wiclif
dled at the ond of 133, he may have been a man of sixty,
and counting beck from that year, he arrt

aprroximats year of his birth. :
the faot that Wiclif ot his death was exaotly sixzty years of
8ac. Youngoer than that he could handly have beem, but he
might easily have hoon clder. We lmow that during the
two years of his life he euffered from the offects of a
Paralyiic etiack, aa he efterverds died fivom o vepetition
shook. Xf wo assume thet 132h was his birth year, he mast
hove kad a atroke at fifty-sighat, a comparetively early age;
vhereas all the noticss which wo have of his htest life are ' .
far from leaving the impwossion that his vigour had been
brcleen at an unmeually early perfod. This circumstance
takon alone mekes i% prchabdle, that when Wiclif died ho had
reached & more advanced age than is voually supposed,- end -
was, et leoest, well on towands seventy. Add to this, that
Some exproseions in his widtings, whore ho spesks of his . .
earlier yoars, wien talen without bies, nsturelly produce
e dupossion that the men vho could 5o cxpross himself
et have been pretty woll advanced inm 1ife. Thus, he

82yn, in one of his Baints' Day sermons, - "When I wes

8till young, I made extensive colloctione from manuals on
ortics, on the properties of light,” ete. Thet doos mot -
Bound a5 if wo ohould teke the speaker for a men consider-
8bly older; and ac those ssmions, by cure marks, could mot
havo been doliverod lator then 1380, and not carlier thean
1378, ¥Wielif could not have been more than from £1 .
to Pifty-six years of ags, if the common date of his birth
is correct. All these infdications make it appser probable,
In our view, thet when Wiclif dfed he must have besn con-
8idorebly oldsy than is uamally supposed. He must, in-that
cage, have bosn boxm at least seversl years ecarlisr than
132%; but wo heve mo positive data for fixing with precision
that eariier date.

Little more need be said concerning the d#ts ofhis birth. However,
for mractical purposes, the writer ehell sssums @ birth dsﬁ no later
than 132h (a2 poseiblo earlier date will not be ruled out), in ell gques-
tions comcarning his =ge es it relates to the topic under discussion.

g
%
g
é
g

9!‘011191-, 2p. oi%., pp. 91-92.
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Ve aro alvays more acouretely informed of Wiclif's birth.
Plaso than of the date of his birth, and wo owo this
information %o & lesrmed man of the sixtesnth centuxy,
Jolm Island, g}zolmnbaenulmthenthorofm
antiguarisns L9 :

For purposes of this stuly we need only noto Lechler's consluslon:

It no longer, then, admite of a doubt that Wiclif was born
et Spresswell, not far from Old Richmond., His birth-place
belongs to the district which, though not & county itself,
but only pert of one, is commonly callsd Richmondshive,
forming the northwostern partion of the great comnty of -
York, or, more exactly, the vestern district of the North
Riding, a hilly, rooky highland, with valleya and slopes
of the greatest fortility. ;

Here again it should be noted that there is mot complete unanimity
eng historlans os to Wyoliffe's birth-plsce.> This writer gathered
the impression, however, that soms of the apparent uamm.h Gans
to & lack of precision and not one of intent. The proximity of the
plages mam:d porhieps mccomnts for 1t. Carrick brought ont this fect
nre clearly in hie brief discussion of Vyoliffe's place of 'biﬂ:h aad
femily:

The village Wycliffe or "water-cliff" In Yorkshive . . .
stande bemmmmmcnmamomn;:ma . i It
vas not oxactly in the village bearing his pavents® namo
that the Reformsr was born, tut at Sprescwell, a tiny ham-
1t . . . . Probebly he was baptized in the old parish
church of Wyciiffe: his fother was a scion of the house of
Wycliffe, although nothing csn be traced of his renk end mo-
fession in 1ife. The family rccords comtain no yeferemce to
mm,mmmnmwmmm
ents of the Roman faith.

mmﬁ 2 Do 87-

Mrvid., p. 83, Tho intorested reader mey refer to peges B7-88 of
nunntéammmmmunﬂntbmmxmum.

Yoheyney, op. git., p. 257, mentions Yorkshiro village.

13
Carrick, op. git., pp. 56-97.
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Information cineerning Wycliffe's next few yoars is moager
indeod:

We have as little historical informetion on the subject of
Wiolif'e earliest cducetion as on that of hie birth Joar;
~ end 1% would smmwer no good purpose to £111 up this dlank
with the sugmestions of our owm fency. But so much is
implisd in the mature of the case, that in yesrs of his
childhood and earily goeth, ho grew up vigorously into the
old Saxon pith of the family stem to which he helonged,
and oi' the whole pecple among whom he wes brought up. No
doubt, also, the historieal recolloctions and folk-tredi-
tions which lived smong the population of Yorkshize,
éepeclally in their comneotion with certain locslities,
hed very early made s doep impression om tho suscoptible
Boul of the boy, end becams sl) his own. For I find tho
Writings of Wiclif so full of allusions and reminiscences
of the carly times of ale fatherhood, as to Justify the
assumption that from his youth up he had been familiar
with patriotic secencs and plctwres. The boy, no doudb,
Xecoived the firet elementa oﬁinstrlwt:lon at the hand
0f some revber of the olergy.

Wyeliffe's Oxford days axe eluwoot as mich a mystery as his early
Gchooling--agnin due to o lack of historicsl evidence. HEistoriens
know that Wyeidffe went o Orford end that et least thres of the col-
leges olalm 4o have housed him in his student days--Balliol, Merton,
and Queens, Deoplte the fect that Choynoy claime he emtered "Morton
Oollege, Oxford, at the age of 16,"™ the trus situation is bdest
etated by Lechler:

If the quostion thus ocours, imto what college Wiclif was

received when heo first came to Oxford, we must fairly con-

Tess it is one to vhick, in the absence of all dooumentary

ovidencs, we are unable to supply any distinet or confident

8nswsr. - We know that in the cource of years he became a

momber, ond somstimes head of ssveral colleges or halls.
Merton and Balliol, in partioular, are named in this

Wioohier, op. eit., v, 92.
Benoyney, op. oit., p. 267.
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But ell the notlcos we have of this kind related to o

later poricd - nojto Wicli? as a young soholar, but to

hic mature yeaws.

411 questions concorning his g.s puronit of studies,
ool peneral student 1ifo, though interesting in meny respects, mist
Fmein wmmewered in the precent discussion. An entire thesis comld
Wll be writton on the student 1ife, or espects of it, of Joim Wyoliffe.

Students of “yol1£%e seem agreod that his student 1ifo extended up to

13

the year 1345, a1tnoush

* + » WO have no noeitive dete to show to what length of
time Wielif'a stulent course oxtended « . » o We lmow that
in Inglend, ez woll oo on the Continent, university life in

the middie agos was ecoustomed to olaim a far longs» period
of study than at prosent . + . . To study for ten ycars

W23 by no moens unoctmon . . o o At loast four years were
Toquired . . . in the Faculty of Arts . « « « The study of
gg-.o“h“ﬁ.o.ﬁana;sggloou
Apd 1f wo wore might in ouwr above, that ho

entored the University ebout the yesr 1335, the end of his
curricnlun would heve %o be placed about the yoar 1345 . . . «

Whothsr bofore the year 1345 e becams licentiate of theology
met be left mndotermined. Horowith emounudo Wiclif'*'s student
years, ond pess onward to hio manhood.

From 13%5 o 1350 the Dlack Death eppeared on the sceme (Wyoliffe's
Tlation o 1% will be fully dicoussed in the mext ohapter) end from
that $1m0 ca wntil 1356 we have no historicel record of Wyoliffe.

.._.mn.eauuwn.. on. glt., D. SN,

u.q
"Wo are especislly left in the dark as to the mon who vere his
teachers.” Inid., p. 96. For further discussfon consult Lechler at
the veference given or ces Carrick, op. git., 2. 62.

ﬁ.ggwiugﬂggﬁsgggln
Suadrivivn (gremmesr, rhetoric, end logic; msio, aritimethic, geometry,
and estronomy), which wore stressod in the medieval schools.
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Vhether or mot the "John Wiclif" mentfoned in commection with this deto,
88 the rentsmnsieor of &brbnn‘ College, is the Roformor hes becoms a mat-
Bor of debate. MNeedless ©s say, an attempted solution will not be made
here,

By 1351 Wiyoliffe had become master of Balliol Hall, eftervards
Belliol Collese, a noamition that he soon ms'iwd, for in the sams
yeer 1o was mresented %o tho rectory of Fillinghem, o small parish in
the country of Linooln, vhich was about ten milos distant from the oity
of Lincoln, It appears thet he contimusd his studies et Oxford~> end
Perhape even rosided thers for a time. 2> n any ovent, we Imovw that in
1358 1o obtained & two-year lsave of absense fron his bishop to study
&t Qzford. Ta thie period of time, them, and for the next few years,
Vyoliffe broagenod his fleld in scholastic leerning, lectured on philo-
Bophical eubjects--narbicularly in Iogle, yerticipated as m
20eEns In the censral body of the University, was for soms tim presi-
dent of & collems, tosk pert as a Fellow of Mertom Collegs in the
edmlnistration of thet socloty, and served as Rector of & pardsh, 1f
0ot regularly, et lecest for a time. ’

in wnguelified statement thet Wycliffo was appointed Warden of
Centerbury Hall in 1355 cammot ho made einco, once again, thore seoms
to be some dcubt ac to which "Joim Wi0lif” was appointed to thet posi-
tion. 23 '

21&”’-&: 2p. eit., p. 65. ;
i & B A B
1?;8%15 Shat oolloge. e
2 8., 9. 115-123. A fall discussion is precented within these
Pages ocm the controversy,
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' Bompwhore botween 1365 end 137h Wyoliffo received his dootor of
theology dogree, the highost degree of scademic dignity--which meens
Wat ke wns & doctor in the theological faculty.
The Pact thon stends ks, that Wiclif, in 137h, wes a
dootor of theclogy, but not yot in 1365. In the inter-
vening pexdod between theso two dates ho must have talen
10y ron Tak o e
? )4
Bvents as they unfold up to the year 1374 are not complstely
Glear, Wyeliffo, no doubh, contimusd to engege in meny of the sctivi-
t188 elrendy discussed. A plsusible conjecture, it seems to me, 1s.
mde by some histordons that Wyoliffe was a member of the Parlisment
that met 4n 1356 o consider the domend of Pope Urben ¥ upon the
Paglish King to pay the enmuel t#lbute of one thousend marks plus the
Peymont of arwesre extending over & period of thirty-three :'em.as In
the Light of his sdvenced echooling and demomstreted ability end also
in sonjmstion with historical events that tock place eftexwards, such
& eonjecture seoms mosh probeble. However, tho olaim cannot be sub-
stantiated positively.
The yeesr 1374 mroved to bo extwemsly importent in tho 1ife of John
Wyoliffe. In the firat place we knov that he was one of the Royal Com-

mssaries to Bruges.> This conference vas held in comnsction with the

24
hid., ». 129,

n;:mamgmmxtomnmwmwum
ohn,

26rhia of Bang

»s Do 162, Tho liet included John Gilbert, Bishop anzor,
John Wic11#, Doctor of Theology, Maglster Johm Guter, Dean of Segonis,
Dostor of Lews, Simon of Malton, Willlem of Burton, Eadght, Robert of
Bollmap, end Joln of Kenyngton. I
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Deace sesttlement still going on betwoen Frence and England. Jolm of
Gewnt, and others wero in attendance for this. Howevor, Wycliffe and
M8 group were there to consider ponding ecolesiastical questions of
¢oncern to England end the Pope.

Wycliffe orberied on hie mission for Flanders on July 27. It
So¢ms thet this wes tho Tiret timo ho had been abroad. Undoubtedly the
conforence made lasting improssfons upon hinm, He assoofated with high-
®8% euthorities in the French Cimrch snd Court (this is the tims of the
Bebylonien Caphivity), emd he, himself, must have been eccomded high
hanor besause of his renk--gecond culy to the Bishop of Bangor. We
night vish o Imow wint hie impressions of the Cwrla were aftor weeks

9f eg@ociation with them but we ave not told enything about his reactions

ot the ¢time. ier are we told how woll he came to Imow John of Gaunt,
Duke of Tancaster, who later onm wes %o play such an important role in
the affairs of Johm Wyoliffe. Tn ell provability, John of Gaunt--dus

to hig importenco--hed somchow beon instrumental in solecting Wycliffe to

te en officiel mewber of the delogation.

Wiclif returned o Ingland, after tho close of the congress,
before the middle of the September. na‘ithermommcm d::-
monts nox eny accounts of contemporary or eles,
have come down %o us rogpecting the procsedings of the con-
gress in tho mettor of the Chuxvh-grievances of Englsnd,
elthough, no doubt, some original papers be to the
subject lie comcesled in the archives of Roms.

Achmlmultsorthsemesewwwntth. The Pope
conceded mo importent pointa but contimmed to claim that Englani was hio
end the Xing only a temant thove and properly the Popa's vassal. A

271.;4.‘!.- » P. 166,

3
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8Series of lotters were exchenged between Pope and King but mothing of
impoartance wes socomplished by these efforts. Any roasl good wes, por-
haps, only o be seen in Wyeliffe end whet 1% d1d to widen his under-
8tending of the Reman Cetholic Clmrch or govermment dealings in general.

The other importent event of 13Th was Wyoliffe's eppolintment ao
reotor of the parish at Luttorvorth. This, and othox honors, mrobably
resultod from his conduch et the Biuges ooaference.

In recognition of his cervices at Bruges in defending

English natiomal rights end privileges as against Roman

claims, tho King precented him to the prebend of Aust

in the Collegiate Church of Veathury, in Worcester dlocess.

A furthez honour was conferrod upon him vhen he was :

eppointed rector of the oweet parish of Iutterworth, om

the homlors of lsefy Warwickehirve and hilly Northampton-

shive 5gon office which ko held for nine ysars, mtil his

doath.

A consideration of the "Good Parliement™ (1376) and VWycliffe's con-
motion with it will be tsaken up In the next chepter. For the present
1% 18 eufficient to note thet wo are 1left in doubt a@s to whather or not
Vyoliffe was a member of it.

in emmoration listing some of Vyocliffe's major doctrinal writings
Vill be foumd in tho chepter whick discusses his dootrinsl viewpoints
& ¥ill alsoc his appcarance before the clerical convention (February,
1377) in St. Paul's. He hed been cited to appear in arder that tho
olroh might investigate his dcetrine. Actually his appeerence theve
"i0 fnvolved in mch cboourity.”=’ Bessuse of & bitter exchange

2Bm°k, 280, mo, P« 9.

291'6&1119@, op. eit., p. 183.
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between John of Gaunt end Biehop Cowtenay, nothing was accomplished.3C
In fact, Wycliffe nover cpemed his mouth and.the moeting neerly ended
in blosduhsa,

In the sams year five Bulls vere issuod against Vycliffe by
Cregory XX. This wes in Mey. Edward IIT died in June and so more
delay was encomtered in posting the Bulls, After Richerd II had been
Crowned end Parlisment nade roady %o hear Wycliffo's snswer, it was
late in tho yosw. The very notwe of Wyoliffe's work and patriotism
offored for Snglend in the past, however, proved a strong iafluence
on Perliemont. The result was indefinite action.

Sext, the Popo determined to work through Kis own preletes in
fgland. Tho Pagal Bull presented to Oxford University had produced
littlew=tho Unlversity euthorities had merely asked for moro time dut
o sction followed. In 2 Bull eddressed to the prolates the Pope said:

Information has been received from persons truly worthy of

oredit, thet Jshm Wyeliffe, rector of Lutterworth in the

dicoess of Lingoln, end professor of divinity, with a fear-

leesneza the offepring of @ detestsble insanity, has ven-

tured to dogmatise mnd preash in favour of opinions wholly

subversive of tho Church. For this cause the parties

addressed arve roguired to seize the person of the offender

in the name of the Pope; to cammit him to prison; to obbain

complete information to his temets; and transmitting such

inforoation to Rome by a trusty me » are to retain the
erch-heretic as their prlsonss . « « oI+

Accordingly, Bngland's new Primate, archbishop Sulbury of Canter-
buy, swmoned Wycliffe to appear at Iambeth (Archbishop's Chapel) in

April of 1378. Wycliffe mnde his eppearence thore without bonefit of

3%me question involved was whether or ot John Wycliffe should be
seated. OCourtenay sald no wiile Duke John insisted that he should,
This exchange develonod into a yersonal quarrol.

Mgarzick, op. gis., pp. 209-109
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Protection (of Duke Jokm oz Lowd Percy) and feced tho sssembly with &
opoken and written defonse--ho also reviewsd the ninsteen artioles of
Boresy cherged to him. Two fnoidents ccourred which indfcated Wyoliffe's
Pomlerity and tempeved any pleans tho bishops hearing the cese might
bave entertained, First of &ll, the people themsolvea threatensd
tumlt 1f Wyolirrets vefornm Drogrem vag dissoureged, and secondly,
"Sir lewis CLIfPord, an officer in the Qusen-mother's court, rushed in
e domanded 1n his mistvese' name that no final judgment ehould at preo-
sent %o given."3* yyoliffe was wornsd to cease from sgreeding his viows.
And then he went hons,

No one daved to touch the brave rector of Lutterworth, and

bs quistly retived unburt end vncondemnsd by the clurch's

highest tribunal in Enzlend; and even the promise which the

molaten enfeavoured to extract firom him to abstein from

future tenching of hiz views vas not meds by Wycliffe, angds

fcoundingly he continued to proach and tesch as formerly.

In the mosntime, Crogory XX had died and a new Pope vas solected .
This meant; that e new Bull (or Bulls) would have to be issued agafnst
¥yoliffe. FPops Urben Vi, howover, wvae a strict ascetic and desired
Roral reform all around, The result was opposition from the church
1ts0)f-~20 mch so thet the Avignon Papecy was established and the
greet schiam of forty years hegan.

While the papacy emd tho church stood thus, divided egainst itsolf
("Bow, pald Vyelifse, "is the Head of Intichriet oloven in twain, and
one yart contendoth against the W),'mum returned to Lutter-
vorth end Qxford and forr three peaceful years contimied his work of

323.&., p. 111.

3 d-; P. 11l.




15
mform, Tn eddition to his pastoral duties and constant preaching, he
moduced meny of his most importent writings, including his translation
of the Bibls ints his homely Englich--a monumental worlk}

Durlng thiz period he also Pearlessly ettecked the Frisrs for
thelr worldliness, ignovence, and lszinsss.

Wycliffe was at this time living partly at Iutterworth and

Prily ot Oxford: severe ilinoss brought on by triel and

hamd vork cems upon him. The friars venturing to his bad-

8ido, on ome oceceion, sdjured hin to rovole his ervors.

Wyeliffe limtencd to them quietly 11l they hed their

breath quite cut. Then, beskoning to @ servant to help

Rim to 81t np in bed, he looked stoadily at his cowled

end candalled visitors, and then suddenly scared them

out of' rsason, so that they were thankful to beat hasty

vetroni, by orvying out at the top of his volce - "I

shall no e but live and declare the evil deeds of the

m&m u" ! 3

It wae ot thie time whon Wmuffe »osolved upon his positht Ve~
Dent--the order of "poor preaschers.” Their vows wero not inm only
but in reality vows of poverty, chastity, and obedience. Many of theseo
Rre Oxford graduates treinsd by Wycliffe himself. Their reception and
Eusceas emongz the psople is o story in itself.

The year 1381 is momoreble for two importent evemts. Wyoliffo,
like Luthor, Postod in Oxford, that year, twélva thaéag in which ho
dented trensubstantietion. For this ection he wes condouned and deprived
of his profossor's chair by Oxford's Chancéllor. In the second place,
Vot Pyler lod @ reboliion whoss violence reached the heart of Iondon.
frohbichop Swibury was behisadsd in the tower. Although these inswrreo-

tlontata hed oxpaoesed thofr eyupsthy with the mendicant frisrs who were

3%

2bid., p. 131,
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Uyelifie's ensmics, Wycliffo end Iollamism wes Dlamed for sharing in
the recponaivility of the umeisina. Consequently, a mew move was
Inaugmrated by Avsibishop Gowrtenary, who had replaced Sudbury, egainst
yolizre,

The "Eeorthqusite Synod,” ook plece in May of 1382-35 Twonty-four
erticles or yropopitions fiom Wyeliffe were read and condermed--ten es
being horoticel end the xest a@ erromeous. The King was induced o
fsgus ondexs that enyone who would meintain the condemmsd propositions
hould bo eonined o priscn. Although the House of Lords approved the
ection and the Honso of Gowmons vefused to authorizo 1%, the ondinence
W3 pleced on Btatute Book May 26, 1382,

Perliament, weeting in Hovenher of the sams year, heard Wyoliffe's
8ppoal end the King, with Gommon's consent, disammuled the persecuting
Wndate and wvoposled 1%. Avchbishop Courtensy them turnsd o Oxford
vhore both Periiement and Convosstion wore assembled. Wycliffe left his
trial for hereny and retwmed to hie beloved Iuttorworth perish unhermed,
Wiere ho remalned watil hie deeth, Tt was after ho lof the trial that
5o wos doprived of ell university functions and expslled from university
nd city.

Jobm Wycliffe died o the lest day of the yoar 133%. On Decembex
tenty-eighth he hed besn struck down by parelysis vhile condusting &
Sorvice in his church. He wes 12id o vest quiotly in the churchyard of

mttermrhh.36

[re—

35Bonamsa.hecauaaanearhhquahamm. It was interpreted an
“msunmbybm sides. -
3

Thixrty yosws later direction of the Council of Constsnce, his
bmm?mﬁm&gm,mmemmammum




CEAMIER II
THE ROLE OF THE BLACK DEATH

Posgibio initiel censos for Vivoliffe's break with Mother Church
197 1n the corrupt morel emd sootel condition of the tims. Behind theso
condltions, however, were certain Pactors which vhen ooubined produced
e doploradls siate of corzmption that vas everyvhere ovident. To e
BUe, thess wore o muder of fastore-~varying in dogree of importance.
Howover, ke one whick, perhaps, played the most important roh vas the
Pleguo or Bleck Dee i:.h.]‘

Although the purpose of thic investigstion 18 not to consider the
Black Deeth in all of 1ts aspects the necessity of understanding what
1 W end how 160 results $nfluenced lster history, especially the
Pofermtion hetory comneoted with Jolm Wycliffo, still mresents itself.
Qly after knowing sometiing of the Bleck Death ocan we appreciate state-
mots oveh as thoso: "In the year 1345 a remerkeble evont took place
viloh hed & dofinitc and divect offect upon tho mind of Wycliffe. A
trible plague braks out . o o P

Tho Black Death 414 not come riding on & black hors> with head
reaching above the roofs of tho houses nor wes it a glant of uh.u

[—

Imw.ﬂm_@m {Vew York, Chicago: Azordean Corp.,
1953), I¥, 33. e name by whioh we genmerelly call the epldemis is the
Black Death, The very neture of the diesese provided the reasom for
its name. Inflemmtory boils end tumors of the glands cmused dark Spots
% eppear on all parts of the body, cven the tongue.

2 .
J. O, Carei end the Iollands (Hew York: Charles
Sorjbnerte Sona, 1;155), Do 23.9
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Poportions,” Rethes it soemsg to have been spread by the main arteries
of comwron then existing,” after its initie) appearance in China

(1333).°

Tho disoses cams fwom Agte, and entering Europe at Con-
Sinople, syreed through Cyprus, Bioily, and Marseilles.

2% veachod fngland toweads the end of the swmmor (1349),

amaiiv Ghough advancing slowly, laid a heavy hend on the

Thore je o genornl egvooment ae to the examot time of the plague's
outbreak in ingland. However, all soem to place it somstime betwoen
145 ead 2350, Garvick ctates thet the dissese descendsd upon Texrtary,

« a0l afor roveging Acie and Iovor, Zgypt passed to the |
S8 of Grecce, the Mediterrancem, apd Ytaly. It opread
0 boyond the Alps, end every Europssn nation suffered
i ite terrible ravages. For two years it wrought its

haves, and %his wes Pollowsd all over Burope by & meries

of corihqualms; end from June to December of 1345, England

vas dremched with tvemsnious rains. In August :F\e Ylague

was dlscovered at Dorchoster and them at London!. . . .

Anothor biotory informs ua thet the plegue fivet appesved at Meloambo
Begle in Domsetshive in 13.'43.8 And in August, 1343, Bishop Ralph of

Shxewsbuzy cauticaed his parishee to avert "the postileno which had

i=2 0

L)

5;“;

[ —

*Wokl, Tho Blaok Desth, translated by C. H. Clavke (Sew York and
Iondon: Harpor end Srothers, 1923), De 1Te

y
Hohlg _6?20 _c_gﬁ.: P- 17'

°3. 5. Tarned =-m«g@mmmmw§e
ﬂ&aaf‘mh (ﬂlm:tg%i?!.%,-ﬁ.:aa.: G. A. Wicholas Publishing Co., 1922),
n’ 103 s *

6

C. W. Colby, Selections from Sources of Enzlish (Fow Yozic,
London, Bombey, Galowbtas Longnans, Groen, and Oo., 1907), p. 101.

7031‘1‘1011‘, 22. m., D3. 63-&.
8
Medieval History (New York: -lMacmillan snd Co., 1932),
I, -2 EEQ :
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0o Into & nefghboring kingdom from the Eest."® By 1350 the terror
bod covered a1l of & gland and Waloe,hed inveded Scotland, and then
began to fede ewey,:C

Buch vas the ocoming of tho Black Death. In space of tims its dwre-
tion, at best, was only a fov yeers but the results wore lmuediate ond
for yeaching--1n countless arcae the Black Death left a mark thst can
St111 be seen. And, ap we chall see, the results have direct bearing
o the work of Johu Wyoliffe. Vyoliffe wan about tweniy-three yoars
014 &t this time (1343), “and his youthful mind was impressed with the
tremendons opidemis, which not only oleared villages and eitlea of
thelr inhabitents but even mpered not tho beasts of the field." Ag
ond author gold:

The Black Death 1z uniquy among psstilences vhich have invested

Barope since hs Pall of the Roman Hupire. It spared no coun-

%y, mo age, no yamlk . . . . Not only did it eweep away part

of the maticn, doudle wages, and provoks the Statute of :

Iabourors: 1% caused wifespread and permenent cconcmic changes

among which moy be yoskoned the rise of a new farming system

vherehy housshold weve multiplied. A curlous sign o® its.

dostructivensss iz the mmall epece which it £ills in contewpo=:

¥ory chroniclss. It viayed havoo with the monmeterios, and

eftor 1t consed, tho tesk Lg_f repairing theew litexary occupa-

tiem into $he baolpround,

To uwnderstond the geim fects that impressed themselves upon the
mnd of Wycliffe, one need only tuwn to the chronicles and eye witness

&tcoumnts vhich have gons -ﬁa ua feom the tize:

end Co., Limited, 1900), 72. ‘
mm Modioval History, VII, 442,
uUau:lck, Sp. g2it.; p. 64,

. 12091]’3': ﬂlm-, Pp- 101"102- &

%, . Capes, g%gmmm_ (London: Maomillan
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There died at Isicostor in the small pard
uore than 380; in the yverich of Holy Cross
in the parich of st. lexgaret of Leicester
and @0 in each rarich e grest number. Then
Lincoln sent through the whole bishopriec,
per to all and evewy iest, both regular
hoar confesnions, and ebsolve with full and entire
Buthority excopt in mattere of debt, in vhich case
TEn, if ho eould, should Pay the debt vhile he lived
others shonld cortainly fulf1ll that duty from his
after hiz doeth, Likewise, the pope grented full remiesion
of all sing 4o whoover wap absolved in peril of death, end
granted that thie power should last t111 next Easter
Wﬂ'.‘iftogg could choose o confessor at his will. m:lﬂ:ho cam
yeay TO wan a grest plague of sheep everywhere in

¥ealn, so that in one plsco thero died in one pasturege more
than 5000 sheep and o wotted that nsither besst nor blzd would
touch them. nd thero were small yrices for everything on
Sccount of the foar of death., For thers were vory
earod sbout riches or anything else: for a man could have
8 horse vhich before was worth 40 §., for 8 d., & fat

for & ., & cow for 12 d., a heifer for 6 d., & fat wether
for b @a,, a ssz{gmp for 3 4., a lamb for 2 4., & big pig for

5 dl; * o & o
People dlcd like animals and were treated liko animals becauso
there was nothing else that could be done. As the dlscase claimed

&
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tore vietins in all erces of the comtry, the ebility to bury the deed
be0zms move and more difficult due %o the groat mmbors that died each
day., Yo one scoompanied the body to the chwroh or joined in the funersl
Mocossion -- not even the grave makers and coffin bearers, unless the
rice was high enough.

Vhen turial sexvices were conduoted (epd in meny cases they were
ROt becsuse the priests had dled or deserted) there was alvays more than
e body o be buried. Often when ome or two priestz wexe to bury ome
boly, as many as six or eight biers followed behind to take advautage of

——

g Seavard . Cheyney, Heatines in Sacieh Hlstopy brews From the

a guotation from
Chioago, Iondon: Gimn and m,%’: e 255.
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t Ciristien buriel of the priosts; and these bodies were dumped into
o opent greve of the irst corpse.’’ It wes the greves which were
foarco. "As meny as twentyy forty, or sixty corpses were delivered to
tho church burdal in tho sams pit at the sewe tiwe."™

Yeny historiens would mnintain that it is en understatement to eay,
“the whole petional life suffered, and even grave lsvel-hesded men
declared that the world had lost half its pomht:lou."ﬁ Btatistics,
of oourse, do not toll the story and yet they indicato what complete
Gevastation the Black Doath loft in its vake, The following figures
ohow that whothor you awe Libersl or conservative in an estimation of
the mortelity reto dwe o the plague, the result is still terrifying.
Bow 1init the mortality rete to one-Pifth of the population while others
oredit the Black Death with taking the 1ives of nine-tenths of the pomu-

lstion. Meny sowrces count Hesker o yelisble caloulator and go along
vith ke figure of twemty-Pive million or ome-fourth of Eurcpe's popula-

tion dying in the epidemio.tl

ﬂ‘uou, m. ﬁ., De 26.
lscom, m' E—i—t' 7 Do 1&2-
mnk} __n. Lii-, ’)- a’i

Mitost
encyclopedias give this figure. See The Encyclopsdia
£am, 33. Hohl, ow. cig.z D. 3, oays of Hecker's nprb "o number of
101'.1!: g;.‘ the plag-;; _ga;;hg fgug'_bam oeutgv 1- estimtsd by
ed & cont
'a loassa for 1348 are estimpgd at 1,2“ Btltm&ci of l.

ﬂhu-nftm add uo to $0,000
t0 9,000." Col ;t. . "Ifthe mmn bhsl.:d.
‘at cme--hz-'lhy nghe 0 P?m' tk atatenent w& be haxrd to

d sprove.¥ Carrick e 8lt., D. oited) "!l'ha vhole national
1ife guffered, m&:mmu;%%'” dsolarod ¢ tho vorld haa

P T, b e

. o3 Pa 17. mwmsay,’_g. cit.,“p
8 epidemin.’ Wma&f‘m
York: .3
i fooki, ongmeen, Gretn st 2, 1 ot it 1155 alstoes movhis,
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As can be imagined, such chaotic conditions led society to more]
disaster.

The physical troubles led to morel omes, and the whole

national character end morale became deterioreted - hus-

bands deing deserted by wives, children by parenis, amd

the poople by the clergy. mpim,lanst, thet't, wioked-

ness of every kind becsms rampent.

A1l of these experiences hed been a pezt of Wycliffo's young 1ife,
When the scourge abated Vyoliffe wes ctill found to be very much alivs,
but he "ever after took a grim end dspairing view of the future of the

humsn race, which is sbundantly exhibited in his earliest work, pube

L e o e g

lished in 1356 - eight years later - entitled The Last Age of the
Cmurch . . "9, as well as in many of his lator writings.

Diveot results of the Black Death were the chenges that cocurred
in the economic conditions. Briefly must bs zentioned the riso of the '
working class on ths finsncial ladder. At first theyr found themoolveg
confused and uncertain, and then, as it becams ovident that theip soyr-
vices wore move and more in domend by ths wealthy who hed returned wity |
the subsiding of the pestilence, poacents and lshordns people bogen to |
exploit thelr lsndowners and former task mesters. Lendlomds founq poa-
sants demanding end petiing twice as mach for the pams woric after they |
plague as they had recoived before the plazuo.?? The cost of yum |

:"erhk, o, eit., »- €h,

5 19;@;,\;., p. 64 (The writer is aware that this particular work hag
been discmunted as & product of Wyoliffe. ¥For further Information gog
- Lechler, Johm Wiollf snd his Snclish Pxsoursors, trenslated by Pete |
Lorimer (London: Xegen Paul, Trench, and Coi, 1351), 'pp. h85-485, Boue
cver, ono neod not conoluds that Wycliffo's reactions. to the Plaguo are
limited to this work. He expresses slmilar feelings dn major works "“ﬂ
20ganiorigee Medioval History, VII, 463. |

|




23

1abor incressed by 50 por cent vhile living expomses for the same rurel
laborers remained static. Lendownere end employers folt this keenly,
especially sinco many of them lived on fixed incomes.Zt

Whon, vihen, the governmnt sttomptod to onforce the Labour Statutes
Wl comtrol the rielns prlees, the net result was only %o incresse dis-
omtent™ end yrovore tho Poasents Revolt.23 Tt s Grus that the poor
poBgant and the laboring wan® hod suffored most from the Black Death,
bat lerze mumibenms of the xioh and of the nobility had llkewise faced tho
S2md suffering and the same doath upon egual terms. This, in effect,
416 evay with the medicvel casto syctom. And for the £ivet time in many
centurions the poasants and rurel folk sensed the inequality and unfair-
D288 %o which they hed boen end were being subjooted. Combine this with
s policy of the chuwche-which was hopelessly comected with govermment,
o bishope, and the abbots o acguire and control large portions of
glish lend upon which these lowly workers were forced o meko a living
(mier men, o despite their name "Christien,” were devoid of any real
Carfetien brotucrhood or justice) end 1t 1s notdlfficult to underetand
viy the people becume sleptical of accepting the treditions and the

EM' 2 m,’ kﬁlh

22%3, 2. git., p. 256. “Moanvhile the king sent proolamations
all the countriee thot respers end other laboxers
than they had DLoen ecoustomed %o telre under a pemalty eppointed by
» But the laborers wexe go liftsd up and obstinate that thoy

mot listen to the king's command: 1f anyono wished to have thenm
had 40 give them whet they wanted, and either loso his fruit and orcps,
eatiefy the lofty and covelous wishes of the worimen.”

am Modlsva) Eistory, VXX, h6h.
2

Ge « Hear in stating that the Black
Death ¢ gh;mwlgcaﬁs%.g among the poor and badly
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?ontic'a]. Institutions--moh loss the ecolesiastical institutions-- of
the timet: wisn those concerns and realizations Wycliffe grew up. They
¥ & part of him., “Without e doubt the terrars of the might and of

e dey tarough whieh Wyolifto pagsed in the time of the plague and the .
Sarthquale eni tho £icod, quickened his carmestnoes end decpened his -
Parpose."d Buy here was an even more important direct result of the
Blaok Doath, :

Perhaps the grestest blov struck against tho Roman Catholic church
By the Blsck Deatn was emong the olergy. Ho individusl class suffered
00 moh from loss of mumbers as 344 this group.2® Certain rosults vere
inevitabile,

Almst dmmediately the church found herself foresd to relax her
mlos. She poraitied hoth reguler end secular miesta to hear confes- -
6lons and ebsolve.~! In timss of need people could confess sins to one
Gnothor end the confessimn would be considered valid. Deacons could

—

25&&101:, 8P. ik, De 65,

2 :

Encyelovedie of Bogial Sgiences IXI, 575, notes that 40 per
f the clergy died. Mortality retes in the momasteries renged from
DOr oont o 50 por cemt. Capsa, on. git.; T4, goes into great detail
show how leted the ranks became in only & very short time. In
Anglie in @ single yesr upvarde of 800 parishes lost their priests,
then %wice and 10 of them three times in a fow momths. This did
lude chaplains and stipendiery priest of whom no account is
In housc of fugustinian Canons et Heveringland, prior and
dled to & mem. At Hickling only one swrvived. At Meauz, only ten
loft of £ty monks end lay brothers st St. Alban's forty-seven
the Immates, bosides mmy scattered in the cells, sickencd and died,
Sothar with the shbot. Colby, ov. gifi., D. 102, oites the examples of
Cistorcisn Aubey of Moloa in Yoriehire vhere the abbot, twenty-two

8’5§
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HToneynay, op. git., v. 255 (already cited).
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tdminister the Tucheriet: when a priest wvas not ava.‘..mh.a—s Such -
"emergency exceptions" hed their effect upom the people who wondered
Vhy suoh arrengements weze not to bo considered yropsr as a generel
rule,

ot only were rulos relaxsd so far as the people were concernsd
bt the clercy wore mlso effected. Standards were lovered in order to
f1ll the gape crested during the eptdemic. To obtaln young menm for tio
Prlesthood, the ege wsquivemsnt sst by the oburch wae dieregarded.>”.

Msutal and character requirsments were not sorutinized carefully either.
his, tossthor witn sccalerated programs of study, produced an alarming
8here of ignorant, lasy, and unloermed priests. To add to the confu-
olon, the church imported into England priests wko conld not speak
Snglich. one consequonce was that proaching fell into disuse.

These conditions were bed enough in themselves. But to make mat- |
ters worse, tho cost of living had rigen while the "salaries” of the ‘
priests hod remained apuroximately the esms. It is mot particularly
firprising to read that such meager incomes "forced many to atea1,”37
Othera lef: the ranks of the priesthood or simply took other jobs and
ared for their flocke in such spare time o wes awarded them - if,

Indeed, they had anyl3l

%ﬂm: op. cit., 75.

29,
dbid., 75. Just one example, emong meny, perhaps, that could bde
glven coneez’m the Bishop of morwi;l: who ordained sixty young men below

the fixed cenon age--with papal sanction}

30,
Goorge M. Tre 35:1._@ the Age of Wyoliffe (Wow York:
Longsmen, Groen andvgoh:?lses 3 De jl.g’l.

almg-s ». 123,
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If the higher clezgy hed understood the situstion and eernestly 4
doeirod to remedy 2t, there might have been hops for a sucoessful
Gdfustment to problems crsated by the Black Death. Howsver, the pre-
lates were lavge land-ownero and important digaitaries in the govern-
et Inetesd of holping the lower clergy they very often gave indica-

|
tions thet thoy despised them. These divergent attitudes end differing 1
Stondards of 1iving created ¢ivisions emong the olerzy that were never E
really healed--elthoush they d1d unite, more or less, to oppose Wyoliffe |
end his Reform efforty.

Over agninat the reguler clergy we have, in the monks and fitara,
0 oven eadder picture. Before the plague visited England the monas-
Baries had provided tho Pope end the church with much real needsd sup-
P, After the plague the best thet could be said of them wes. "they
ked become e nuisence to uociety."32 By acmparison,‘tha regular clurgy
8ppeared Industrious, hard-working shepherds to their flocks. The only
interests the monks end friers scomsd to have were the scquiring of
grester wealth, or nob caring for work, remaining inside their partiou-
lap abbey.33

Perhaps the greatest cause for concern on the part of the reguler
olergy was the msmmor in which the filars conducted themselves beceuse

of their unique position. Since the frier could hear confession end

————

b 1ls
Jobm Iord, Bsacon Lishts of History (New York: Funk and Wagna
bo., 2921), 131, 327. ;

3 and the Cloistor
A reading of Plers Plowmen, the works of Chaucer,
Snd the Hearth (whewe the sstting 1s not England but Holland and Italy)
vill indicate the corruntnoss of the friars most vividly.
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m“h.y' he wes not bound to a certaln church or axoa. If a local

Priost prohibited +ho friar from using the church, & sorvice wes held
Outelde, If the ohurch confuesional box wes demied him, the friar
Berd oonfosaion wnder the sxoh of the blus heavem.3> When the mon
OF friar becams unpspuler in one place he left the exasperated parish
®iest and fiock to move on in hopes of finding greencr mﬁﬁs
Bither on tno road or in the mmeta:-:lea,s? the friere d41d great hamm

%o ahrlstiani':;y and o the Roman CGatholie church,
Thus 1t con bs soen that the conditions which revailed in the
Faglish eborch £ollowing the plagie wore deploreble and of far reach-

Ing comsoquencs. Hot only hed the econamic situstion tended to provide
opportunity for the growth of nany corrupt practicss but the church,
timough dopletion of itc renks end umsillingnoss or inability to purge
iteel?, hed becoms corrupted Crom top to bottom. Almost enyome who
could read end wwite was secopted into tho mriesthood. #nmd 1f not
thore, certainly into the monasterios as o monk or & rr:icr.38

Fims PODe had sanctioned this procedure.

Sﬁl'mv*ﬂiﬂn, ov. eit., p. 135. “Tue fweler had mony advantagss over
the parieh prieet, sometiuce he hed groater lessming, ususlly had
brightor wit, alweye leter meve and more gensral mowledge of the worl
outside the parish.”

- &., . 127. "In thie age it was the friar, not the parieh ¢
briest who vas einzled oub as heving e lower standard then even laymen.

37 : :

J. Milton Bmith, Tha Stara of the Bafwmakion (Tondon: §; if:
Pertridge end Cowpany), p. 6. “Monastaries end numneries, so far from
being geminaries of leerning end piety, were hotbeds of infidelity and
vice. The abbote end friars, grown wealtly and indoleant, lived omn their
1l1-gotten gaine like cestern potentates. Thelr feasting, rioting, and
Swmptuous living shocked the vhols country." |

It is not uncommon to reed in literature, still oxtrat, the com-
Dlaints that mdests herdly lmew tho Pater Noster, Creed, or Tem Com-
mandmsnts by heart. A. K. Hows, g@gmmﬂm
(Iondon: James Parker and Co., 1395), p. 185.




28

A final point to ve conaldered 1s the influsnce of the Black Death
@ sducation, o part, this espect hes already deen considered. For
*ducation, what there was 1n this pertod,3? actuslly fnvolved only &
21l section of the pommlation. Apart from ochurch-related schools
®nd institutions, Fnsland had fow schools. In fact, wo are told, “"For
88 yet there wore no schoole in existemce o preparc youth for the
Wiversities, exaept the cloieter and cathodrel schools.”® Sven the
miversities were comparatively "young."u

By way of summary 1t might be eaid that the Black Death promoted
8oclal erd mowel corruption in this area on two counts. First of all
it orented en even move serioue lsck of education due to the loss of
toachers snd mtudonts, therely lovering the standard of education of
*he people. And secondly, eince mny of the clergy formsd the only
remining cducaied clase, they felt compellsd to £111 the gaps left by
lay offieials. Buch astion further confused state~cluroh intersction
&l produced detrimental results hermful to both chwrch and state--a
matter to be considered more fully imitho next chapter. Ve imow that
tho perliemsat of 1371 petitioned tho king to exclude all ecclesiastical
officials from the great offices of the state. Trovelyan undoubtedly
éxpresced the viewpoints of wany Englichmen at the tims when he says,
"o bishops were serving two mesters - God end the, wr1d.""2 Many of

Ban ' i 1iffe's
owing for tho lack of information available!on Hye
birth date, the time when this was true might vary firom 1320 - 1330.

o

G. Lechler, Jobn Wiglif English Preguus ,trenslated by
Poter Lardwsr (London: Esgen %]?%nmh; anpd 09., 1551, p. 92.

h]m'! Be. 9"0

l'ET!WeJ.van. ov. ei%., p. 110,

g
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&ffelre that thesr diocesss wore forgotten--only the secular offices
hich they hold ere recorded in Mstory.'s

In concluding this chapter, it is only fair to state that some of
the morel and moeinl corruption at this time, as in all times, must be
traced to the pevversomess of won. Howover, the historical evidemce
Seems to necessitato tho Judgment that the Black Death was the direct
cause of the corrupt conditions prevailing in the period immediately
following tho devnstating plagus.

43
Mo, Pe 1%-




TS POLITICAL STIUVATION BEFORE WYCLIFFE'S
BREAK WITH THE CHURCH

In attempiing to indicete certein political causes vhich may have
influenced Wyelif¥e %o break with the chureh, it is diffioult to Imow
Yoro %o begin. The viecture ie less than illuminating dus to the
ecoleaiastical-political wolationship. Such a situation confuses the
Moture bscause 1t provents a thoroughly objective study in an ares
vhich showld be considered on it own morita,

But a beginning cen be made by simply acknowledging this churvh-
state roletionship. For vhether or mot we agree with the political sck-
up of the timo, the fact 48 boyoni dispute that chmrch end state wore
t perks of 2 wiole eelled govormmemt. It hed been so for meny years.
Aa far ap form e concerand, thevefore, nothing 1s gained by cousidering
the form, ite sdvantases op dicadvantages.

0f move velue, porheps, ic to undorstend the historical setting and
then determine how this effocted Wyoliffe, or vice-versa. The year 1371
nigat be cousidered e key yeer for it "merks the commencement of those
Plitical novemonts end perty cosbinstions which continued throughout
the noxt Pifteen yoams."t We shsll, therefore, briefly mote what pre-
ceded and followed 1371 as it affects this disoussion.

L. =, Eaglend Vigeliffe (Few York, Toronto
Boabay, ealcu?::?ggn Madres: %ﬁgﬂéﬁ and Co., 1925), D. 5. £
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Ring Bdwerd ITT (Hov. 1312 = June 1377)° was the ruling monarch at
this t1we in Enciendte history. After a long and rather successful
ol the RKing was erowing woeker and submitting to the influence of

Persons vhoge llves were dedicatod tovards attaining their own ends end

Wt the glory of ngland.S Whet territory had been wom end secured
from Franse mmmammmumammm."w 3
1369 was voing retelen sgain by France. In less then a decade most of
1 vas swept away.

A mumber of reagons contibuted to this situstion. King Honry of
Castile and the Fremch had united %o oppose Inglapd. The "Blsck
Prince," while an eble militery lesder, hal not received mecessery men
@ supplies to garrison the territory which was under his charge.
Insteed, tho Mnglish ministers hed finod his high-spirited captains for
irregulerities. Added to this was the Peineds poor health which pre-
vented him from discherging his duwtios es he was minded to do. An 1des
Of Pngland's nationel complexdion begine to take shape.

In Snland iteclf, the King wes no longer eble to varry out effi-
ciontly adminietration matters nor decide guestions of policy. Instead,

Encyclonedis Amoricsns, Edvard IIT (New York, Chicago: Jmeri-
tema Corporetion, 1953), IX, T03.

31-0:\1 Iatimer; Richamd Stury, and Alice of Pervers were prominent
in this group. John of Gaunt becomos inoreasingly important snd of him
W ghall have more %o eay.

e year 1360 io cspecially importent (Treaty of Brotigny. Sece
Mm.l op. elt., ». 2)-
”m , Edwverd, Prince of Walos (How York,

Spoyelopedia Amexicans
Chicagot Jmoricame Corporetion, 1953) IX, 706-703. The mame was given
%o hin after his death, probably becauss ho wore black ermor. He was
the eldest son of Edwavd TIT.
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Hloroe compotitons arnze am>ng the great nobles to secure a larger
Sharo of influence In tho govermment. Although the Duke of Lancaster
0d the Eaxls of Pembroke end Cambridge, since the wer's outbreak, had
been entougted with the apnies in France,

* o o the ministry at Westminster was still compozed, sa

1% hed beom from time fmmemorial, of Bishops who weze

t sololy on the King, and who were bound to the

@reat lomis by no ties of intereet or party. Williem of

Vyleham, Bishop of Winchester, was Chancellor, and Thomas

Brentinshem, Bishop of Exetor, was Troasurer, of inglend.

Doks and the Serls wore often consulted by them on

mtiors of policy, so that tho Chancellor and the Trea-

Burer had not that momopoly of the royal confidence

fnjoyed by csbinet ministers todey. But the persons who

beld these offices oxolwded the grest londs not only from

the ondinary administwration, but from most of the patren-

8go of the country, end it wes for the purpose of mecuring

these offices Por their owmn aﬂha:entasthat a coterie of

loxis mede uee of Parliament in 137T1.

Vhen, thon, the Parlisment end House of Commons mat in 1371, they
called to account Gho incoupetent ministers and their mismanagement of
tho lest two years--with gpecial reference to the war. Although the
t¥o bodles censured the Bishcps for dd¥ferent reasons, the hostility
@3 olesrly evident. Partly, it was resentuent against the Bishope'
Umited knowledge and cnorgy to conduct a wer. Partly, it vas dislike
of the church's rrivileged position. So ingrained had this dislike of
olurch and clergymen become that & request vas yresented to the King
7 lords and Commons, togother, that all clergy be exoluded from civil
Service. Although the petiticn was rejectsd, the King did pemmit
Bishops holding higher offices to bo removed. This in tum, provided

thmbyvhichJonnorm,theMdmm,ma

%W]’m, oD, eit.; ». h.
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Comanding wole in the affairs of Mngland and beomms the recogaized
168der of the party opposed to the Bishops and their position in govern-
Esn%,

Besides all this, attacks wore mde egainst the encymous clwaroh
eolowments which paid oo 1ittle towands the heavy expenses of the wax.
Accordingly, messures were yessed which taxed heevily the ecolesiestical
Woperty. It wos assumed that there were forty thousend perishes in
Fnglend who sould shere equally en essigned tex buden. Only after
Perlimeent broke up wes the error discovered-- nine thousand parishes
Vere all that ectually oxisted in Englend!

O2e fmportont point ymst be remembered as the meaning of these pro-
Ceedings are conslderod:

Wo ees the bogimning of that organized goliticel movement

for disendowment of the ohurch and sbolition of her privi-

legea which was the one point of sympathy between the House

of Coomone and ¢he Duke of Lancaster end the chief
comnectlon of Wycliffe with politicel parties.

Due to inferior mawitime power, lsek of mon and momey, costly defoats

"=Buch as the battle of Rechelle in 1732, end gross corruption in the
military snd oivil sexvices, not ¢o mention the strife botween the
verious “parties” in Englend who were jockeying for positions of power,
England--by 1374--had only a few emall fortresses remaining in France.
The sase yeor found Jokn of Geunt veturning and staying in Englend.

The plcture as 1t developed from this point on remained essentially
the seme, On the ons hend there were the Bishops and clerical party,
lod by Courtensy, striving to regein whet thoy had lost. Opposed to

FM‘J P. 6.
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them gtood Jolm of Gaunt end his fricnds, a small but woll organized
group (Jokm's vrovher, the Blsck Prince, opposed hinm but he lay dying).

Hext to him (the Black Princs), hie brother Jolm of Gaunt
W8 by far the greatest oubject in the lamd. By a fortu-
nate acowmlation of title end estates, hs stood in rank
end wealth far shove the othor nmobles. - His suporicrity
ovor them all was rocognized hy the title of Duko, then
borne by ns other inglislmsn save the Prince of Wales (The
Black Prince). But the psreonal influsnce Jokn of daunt
hed over tho king wes the chief reason for his complste
Supremacy in ¥ngland, o cupremacy which as long es Edward
lived wag bﬁomu only during the session of the Good
Parliament."

Bafore dlmcussing Wyeliffe end his position we shall ehow that the.

NIty Lines yether clserly definsd by 1374 held true to form at the
Good Parliement in 1376--a year before Wyoliffe wves tried for heresy.
IYelievs thet en underetan’ing of this session of the Parliamsnt will
0l#o shov Wyeliffe ms roseiving support mot becsuss he wes in essentiel
fgreenont with ono 5i8e or the other but because Hycliffe's prosrem
eould be used te advantaze by the enti-Bishop M-g

Without e doubl, the only reascn the Good Parliement camd into
belnz vas beocauss of en empty exohequer, OCertain it is that Jolm of
Geunt eni "his" Privy Council had mo desire to Parliemont.
Before taxes could be imposed, however, such sotion was mecessary. Anmd
v taxea vore nseded 47 the exchoguer wes to be repleniched.

Of the two hundved borougjzm and seveaty-four knights of the
shives who mede up the Houso of Comuons, only the seventy-four knights

GME-, P. 9o

IvPhe powsrenl Jonn of Geunt, oompletely SOlf- , vas propared
to ohempion Wyclif since the latter's advocacy of the intervention of
the civil arm o remove toarorthy olergy frvom their bemefices gave him
Support in his anmbition to replace ecclesimstics whom he could not com-

trol by men who wewre hio creatures.” Keansth Scott Latourette, A %
: 2 P €

of Christisnity (Wew Yorik: Herper and Brothers Publishers, 1953)

Loy |
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bed roal political power end Inltiative-~the chronicles alvays spoke of
2 Lover Houso ae the "mights'. This 1o not to say that the Bouse of
Oomeons was & battleground of partles; it vas itself a party. There
Wore many good reasons why they should be & party:

The uprer middle clesses who sent them to Westminster wore

6% this time strugsling for existsnse against cconamic

dietiess, which they ettribirted partly to opprossion and

nisgovernmont by the pobles, pertly to the rebellioua atti-

m ng ﬁﬁ?ﬁéh%m to the mrivilege end extortion

In this pemicd ﬂmhadmmr&a.cmﬁimm
Goverment--saking that public monsy be spent for public purposes,
doolred thet local oxder be lopt, and demended that the var be offi-
slently conductod. Tius thoy etood opposed to Jomm of Gaunt end his
friends. Put they 414 sgroe with him in his desire to reform end tax
o Clmreh. In the Good Parliement, after acting with the Bishops
eg@inst Jolin of Ceunt Por two months, they pstitionsd against ecolesi-
esticel ebuses.

Unlite the Houss of Commons, the House of Lods was & battleground
of parties. At this tims the Hobles all opposed the Duke beceuse he
hed exolnded them Crom power and profits of office. They were not
Orposed o Jokm on mrineiple for ho later seoured thelr support or neu-
trality. Tue Bishops were irreconcilably opposed to Jolm. Thoy were
dstormined. to retain or get as muoch as they could for the church, in
addition to rogaining the right to sdminister the great offices of

state thot hed becn lost 4n 1371 vhen lay ministers toolk over.
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At lonzth the request for e grent of taxes was ssked. Bofore per-
miselon wee grentod, Jon of Gaunt's Influence bed definitely been
rYeduced, even 12 only for & ehort time. The Privy Councillors wore
inpesched -- Richerd Lyons end Tond Latimoy, as well as their subordi-
mies. Alice of Porrers wes banished fyom the Cowrt. Ho longer were
vomER to eppear thews in support of causes. Upon the deeth of the Blaok
Brinco, the Good Parliament assured succegsion of Richard IT by compel-
Ung the King o produce him 4n Parliament end acknovwledge him es heir.
' Pinally, comsellors wore chosen for Hivard, by vihose advice hﬂ vas
¥ act. Mone of thom wore Prionds of Jokn.

doln of Gauat, himself the roal tamget of tho Good Parliement, was
b divectly condomned. Ee was too powverful and too weelthy. Had the
dotions of the Cosd Parliamont been cerried through, however, his power
Would have coms ©o en end. Bub tho groat mses of petitions sent to the
King wore rofused o left without veply end within six months John end
his frionis hed meturmed o power.

O the other side, the Cood Parliament precented lengthy memorials
Uirooted azninst the encwoachments of the Roman Bes. A conserable pore
tlon of the complaint ves dfrected egninst the Pagai Collector or
Becsdver who collcctod end memt great sums of momey to Rome, Since ho
Y28 a forelgmer, a petition wes dyawn up to prohibit his residence in
England. At the same time 1% vas reguosted that no Englishman should
beoce & Resedver in hokalf of obhers who yeside fn Rome,

Ropressntetions were mede thst the country was groaning

under the taxetion of Roms, the cum peid to Rome emount-

ing t> five times thet peid in taxes to the Grown. As to

ecolesiastical offices, it was pointed out that
men woro promoded, vﬁ:ilethel’im‘,'ﬂm’mm

E

left in
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Homi-siarvation. The introduction of . foreignors into

Cinreh offices wes also 1aid stress upon, foreign camdd

nals being made deuns end avchdesscns in cxder to drew

Mglish rovenves, - ¢hone revenuss golng shroad
coffers.

Twenty thousapd pounds e yeer was stated as the sum vhi
the Roman agent xecoived of Peter's Pemce in the Iondon
office and sent to Rome, he himself residing in the capi-
ol in affivence. Every now incunbent had to pay firet-
frults to this cfficial, vho 1lived in London in an office
"like a Customs-house of a priest.” What was true of the
commmon priest wes elso true of the bisop, who had to hand
over o the Pope the first year's revenus of his See, and
thue by on evident trick it wes easy to trenslate
bishops in the course of a yeor and thus secure the firs
fruits of cach Sss.to Romp; while the scandal of momey=-
raleing ectuslly reached the hoight of fleecing the inglish
clorzy of money with which to procure the renscm of soldiers
tekon mrizonesw in the French wersdd

1)

g

&

i

To these requests snd petitions the King replied also. He stated
that he hod enacted mome lewe thet vould remedy the evils. Besides
tide he vae In commmication with the Papal Sce hoping to effect soms
Uev wnderstanding that might colve these problems. "But Edward IIX,
the conquerar of Cressy end Poiters, wes nov old emd foeble, and wnable
to face those welzhty mattere."B So the Parliament of 1377 took up
vhore the Good Pavlisment had stopped. That the motives of the men vio
guided the 1377 Parlisment were not exactly the same es those taking
Prt in the Cood Parliemsnt is enothor matter.

And in all of these importent dcoisions, what was the role of John
Wycliffe? Hoither Wycliffe mor the chroniclos of the time enswer the
Testion direotly. The judguent of historiens that "the Good Parliament
of 1376, to whose deliberation Vycliffe cuntributed by voice emnd penm,

—

o /
~ds C. Carrick, ¥yclifsfs Iollands (Wew York: Charlea Scrib-
nex's Soms, 1909), Zzp. mmmm :

sz_, P. 101,
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gave emphotic: exproesion to the public complaints against the hiex-
W’-‘Bm that at this Parliement "Wyoliffe's views found abundant
expreselon from 1ts members,” ¥ is quite possibly correct. The Aiffi-
Gulty dn aseerting that he was a member of Parliement is the lack of
drect historicel support. Ta view of all these facts, but bearing in
ulad the sbeence of cerbsin necessary dete from which & positive con-
clusion mighi; be drawviiy the most honest attempt to arrive at' a fair
@olution cem, perhape, bs found in the words of Lechler:

Tho question arises, what share Wiclif had in the efforts of
the Good Perlioment to secure the Mghtful succession to the
throne, end to purge the court es well s the administration

of wnworthy elementa. Apouming that he vas a membor of that .
Parliament, and co-operated influentielly in its ecolesiastico-
Political proceedings he could not have remained emtirely with-
out a share in ito endeavours to sscure the succession to the
throne, and o reform the Court and the Govermment. He must
have taken kis place either on cne side or the other. It is
trus that we hwar nothing definite from himself upom the sub-
Jeet, nor very cxpross testimony concerning it from eny other
Querter. But we mey be sure et least of as much as this,
that in no c=se can he heve pleyed a prominent part in the
offort %o drive thes favourites of the Duke of lancaster from
the court, end from all influence in state affairs, for other-
viee the Duks would certainly mot have lemt him his powerful
rrobection cnly half-a-year later (on 19th February 137T).

But on the other hend, it scarcely admite of being supposed
that Wiclif would join the parity of Lord Latimsr and his
collesguss especially as in this business the interests at
stehe wore of that moral and logal charecter for which, in
gcgoml with his whole tone of thought, he must alweys chor-

ish & warm sympathy. Thesze considerstions taken together

lead me to the opinion that Wiolif did not indeed oppose him-
Bolf %o the majority of the Parliament who laboured to effect

e purification of the Court and Government, but neither did

ho fake any prowminont pert in the discussion of this subject;

peoam—

13 .

=Bohaff, History of ithe Christien Chmrch - the Middle Ages, "John

“&cﬁf" v%mvgﬁa &?pids,n_m.%%mn: sm. B. mm:fﬁmumns Company ,
2 3 17-

1y
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and this all the lose, that aes & gonoral mle, ho was

accnstomod and called upon to ¢ako a personally active

share only in mtb:;ri,.at a nized ccclesiastioal and

political chamacter,*?

Tn attempbing to bring together tho various fectors which hed a
Setermining inflnence on ths 14fe of Wyoliffe from 1366 to 1376--the
Joar of the Sood Parliement, ceriain distinot improssions stand out
92 ¥he historical wecord, However, 1t mst be edmitted, these indica-
tlons aro @11 part of & pomeral pioture and in certein sress positive
historic evidence iz not avallsbhle.

By way of sumumawy it can bo notod thet so far as is lmown, Wycliffe

* + o Confined himsslf, until 1366, to hies duties in Oxford

&nd his parieh work. In that yeer he sppears as ons of the

king's cheplains and es opposed %o the papel supremecy in the

Sccleslantical affairs of the realm. Tho parliement of tho

fam® year wofused Urben V's domand Por the payment of the

tribute; sromised by King John. . » . Wyoldf, if & mom-

ber of this body, was cerbainly an edviser to i%.

Schaff, in ¢ho foregoing reference, admits, however, that though
lachler edvences this view, "lLaserth, who is followed by Rashdall,
trings considovations egeinst it, and pleces Wyolif's first appearance
% @ political vefommor fu 1376."%7

In this nationsl effair of highest importance in vhich VWycliffe
By or may not have hed a direct pert thore remains & polemicel trect

by Wyeliffe thet 1e wsually esoribed to this period. It 18 to be moted
that the writing csntered ebout the quostion of political right,

entirely in the senss of the Declarstion of Parlisment.

———

Be. techier, Jobn ¥ioldf and His English

translated

Poter Lorimer (London: Eogan Paul, Tremch, and 00., s P 1T5-176.

lﬁwl 2. 9—&'! 3160

HM-, 316 (comtainod in footnote omo).
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A coneiderable portion of this tract, which is of the high-

oot interect, was Ineludsd by Lewie in the Appondix to his

Hist. of Wieli?; Mo. 30, The text is unfortimately in a

very lmporfect condition, owing, in part at least, to the

Btate of the MS. from which 1t was derived. But that the

treet may have besn written very sooa after the May Parlia-

ment of 1366, and porhaps still earlier in that year rathor
then in 1367, is the ijmpression which it leaves upon me as

strongly as upon the editore of the Wiclif Bible, vol. I.,

Pe Vil. omots 20, and Prof. Shirley, Feeo. Ziz. XVIIL.,

note 3,°°

Wycliffe, in the opsning paragrephs of this writing, assures his
readers ;

» o o that he, ag a hunbls end obedient son of the Church

of Roms, would put forward no essertion which could sound -

&5 an Injuctice against that Church, oigwhloh could give

any reasonable offence to a pious .

This is but one more imdiecation, then, of Wyoliff's relation to
®s political scone in this perdod and his increesing involvement and
fonoern, Whether his forma) expreseicn is dated early or late, history
Tathor definitely ahows that by 1376 he not only personally believed
reforn was necepsary bui was making & conscious effort ito see that
reform measurocs ghonld ‘receive the attention of chwrch and state. All
of his activities, inoluding his literary efforts, seem o be comneotsd
¥ith some asyect of the political situation. Thus, even as late as
1376, thers ie nmo historicsl support to indicate that Wycliffe's growing
Svareness of ‘the nsed for reform can be traced to conflicting dootrinal
Viewpoints botwsen himself end the Romen Catholic Church as such. On
the contrary, his writings end his ectivities up to this point have all

dealt in tho political yealm and not in the doctrinal area at all.

1819"11131': 82p. eit.; ». 177,
Yria., p. ws.




CHAPTER IV
DOCTRYNAL IMNPLYCATIONS

Pevelopuent of doctrinel reascns which might have essentially
Influenced Wyoliree to byesk with the Church must of necesaity consti-
tubs @ short chapter in comparison o the three preceding chapters.

T explanetion, the wwitsr feels » 1s a simple ons. Up to ths "01'.7 i
When Wyeliffe wes sumaomed to appear before the Comvocation-~the oleri
cal eriazwntlwhiamrs dcesz not reveal thet Wycliffe expressed himself
orally or in writing conceraing wattors of doctrins, at lesat mot in a
W7 that indicated he was at variance with the Rouen Catholic Churoh.

In feot, oniy after the issumse of the Five Bulls against him and his
pmarance befors the prolatss at ILsmbsth can we begln to consider his
doctrinal declorvetions. Sohafy rightly remaris, "with the year 1378
¥yoligig Gistinetive carcer as e dockrinsl reformer oma-"2

Conzidering, for exmmpls, the year 1377 we note that "we find
movhere any documsutery informatlon as to what doctrines of Wiclif were
T*ant o bo submitted to investigation before that tribunsl"> (the

(===

1
Perliement opemed Jemusvy 27, 1377. The convocation hsld ses-
8ims bsginning Februavy 3. T was February 19 when Wyoliffe and Joim
Gaunt eppssred befors the assemblisd Prelates in St. Paul's. It
Should bs noted that Wyoliffe was suwmoned to appear befoxe enother
BpiMtusl!tribunal but thers is much ohacurity with respect to its

Murpgose and remults,
“Bohare, Hiotory of the Cirigtisn Guroh - e Middle Ages, "Join

¥y0lif" (Grand Repids, Michigen: Wz, B. Serdusns Publishing Compeny,
19&9! u’ 3180 Y
Peter Tortner (Loadomn: Beons ey o L e, 3. 283.




2

Ocavocetion). But we do imow “the prelates were embittered sgninst
9 Duke of Lencaster, who was lsbouring with all his might to put en
ond %0 their politicsl influence.™ Tt seems both falr and valid to
9omolule that even the initial ection on the part of the Church wes
imgaratod not becavse of dootrine bub beosuse Wyoliffe happened %o
hold views chempionoa by Jobn of Gavmt, The churoh desired to maintain
8l tho possessicns end meivileges they hed ever held. Vhen these were

threatensd, o was compsllsd to ect.

Bven the ecticas of Jobn of Gaunt point up the fact that Wyoliffe's
Grpierance before the Convooation vas not the result of dootrinal
tntenglemonts. Sush ie Lochlem's judgment:

In viow of the fmet thet political rather thsn ecelesiaztisal

motives hod to do with the oitation of ¥Wiclif, tho Duks con-

Sidered it his Imperative duty to afford him his powerful
rotection.”

Oontrest thiec detormined stend to the position which Jobn of Geunt
minteinsd after Hyeliffo hed broken with the Romen Churoh concerning
Specifie doctrinel isoues. Iotourette swemerizes Joim's position most
Olearly: “John of Ceunt, far from modol in his morels, prided himself
@ his orthodory and was alienated by Vyclif's attack on trensubstantia-
tiun."s

Theso consideretions would ssem to justify the oontention that no
dootrinal veagons can be advanced whick initially caused Wyoliffe to
break with the chureh beceuse none wore thore to influence him. In

L]
mg-; P. 133-

5%', P 1"53-

Gl'ﬂnneth Sgott Latourette, A Christienity (New York:
Harper and Brothers thhlishe:'e: zss%ﬁ gﬁ

T ——
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Other words, it was only after the chuzoh had forced Wyoliffe imto an
wioverd position thet he bogsn to investigate and discover its doo-
trinal ervors.

Buch an sdmispion takes nothing avay from the work and achieve-
moat of John Wyelifife bub for this study 1t does eliminate doctrine as
the initial cause fop Wyeliffo's breek with Mother Church. That doc-
trins cams to play an Zmportent pert in Wyoliffe's reforn efforts--per-
hepa the most prominent pert--ic a matter of record. A progressive
develomment can be Lymsed.,

In polnt of 4ims, the first stage reaches down to the out-

broak of the Papal Schism in 1378; the second stage embreces

ths yeare from 1373 to 1331; and the thisd extends from

thence to his death im 138%. In substence the successive

8tages may bo clearly and brlefly discriiinated tims - £irst,

the mscognition within certein limits of the Papal primacy;

next, emancipation from the pﬁm? in principle; finally,

the most divided opposition o it.

Hed Wycliffe lived longer and dslved farther into theology there
18 10 fmagining where his Findings might eventaully have led him. It
is invoresiing %o speculste whother or not he might have attained the
theslegical maturity and robustness which enabled Iuther to provide the
Sound leadership esseatial to e successful Eeformation. In the short
time Yyeli?fo pureucd his guest for dectrinal underetending end direction
he developed many omphasies that becams keystones of the Reformation move-
Bent.

Perniapa Wycliffe's firet end most radical departure from Romen doo-

trine 18 %o be scen ia his concept of the lord's Supper. Gmith's

TI”"hlﬂrs o5. git.; ». 346, For en elaboration of this deviopment
809 pp. 346-350.
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stetement may not be courlstely correct vhen ho says, "save trensub- ¥
stantiation, he serupled st nons of the mysteries of cnthonom,"-a
but certain 1t 1a tnat Wyeliffo mejected transubstantiation. ™The
Wickot" and certain treatises in his "Sum of Theology,” among others,
ere devoled to & dlscussion of this pariionlar dootrins.

Bven move femous, pewhaps, is "OF the Truth of Holy Scripture”

(thie %oc > 12 e part of the "Sum of Theology” which comprises fifteen
books eontelning Wyclisfe's theology).” Holy Soripture for Vyoliffe
W3 the finel and highest authority. PReyond Soripture he could not
and would not submit,

Additional wories treatod the Church end Clurch sdministration,
movelity of the mriests and momks, tho Pope as Antichrist snd other
strictly donctrinsl subjects. The worle snd subjects here namsd merve
mwroly to indicate the theologiosl soope of Wyoliffe's dsetrinal inter- -
6a% end the yeal center of his later Reformation. His insights may mot
have been thome of & Luther'C amd yot they were the beginnings of a
theology that eould not be found in the meddevel end echolastio formula-

tions of the Roman Catholic Chureh.

*Proservos Butth, T A of the Beformstion (Nov York: Heury
Holt and com}.mnﬁ': 19201! Pe 37

: writl

Sohaff, op. git., 325-349 discusses Wycliffe's dcotrinal np
8t lsngth, .51 iivﬂsim,of hic writings as well ao excorpts osn profit-
ably be studied in Lechler, op. gifi., Pp. 485-53L.

BTmthsr-s) dootrine of justification by faith only, with its
Micutmmfo:mtienofthemumntalwsw,mmmm_ F
theae his predecessore, and this was & difference of vest importance.

Smth’ m' Qﬁ-, Be 1‘1-
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CONCLUSION

This mwch, ai least, cen bo conoluded from a study of the initial
ofuse for Vyeliffo's breek with the Church. History doss mot-indicate
that dootrinel considsretions influenced Hycliffe's breek with the
Roen Catholiie Church--gertainly not initially. His esrliest writings,
Do Domindo Divino and De 01vilt Dominto, along with Do Jurememto Arpaldd
& the twect of 1356 (or 1376), dealt with political comcerns and not
dootrinal emes. Only efter he was charged with horesy and condemmed by
0 Ohureh, in the lact yoars of hts 1ife, did he attack the Church's
dootrinel pogition, :

Turthermore, his imterest in governmant and activities on behalf
of o King o ab the sessions of Perlisment were politically inspired,
%08 not motivated, go far as can be shown, from some theological com-
votion exmesaive of & conflict with Roman dootrine,

Of the two remaining possibilities set forth in this thesis,
mither cunolusion, alone, cen be proposed end dogmticslly set down as
the only correct cne. Probably 1t i closer to the truth to admit thet
both the political cause and the moral cause comtributed to Wyoliffe's
initlal break witn the Chmreh.

The Black Death nurtured evils that broughtabout morel corruption
of large proportions not only in the ‘sedulsr nen’m algo in the
ohurch. Thess influsncos may be teymed *indivect infIuences” but they
vere there and they were groat. Such abuses Wyoliffe sttacked, and
Tightly so. Initially, howover, ho essailed only tio corruptions of a




b6
eystem (vhich, until separeted from that system, he accepted as right
endl truo) ard nob the entive aystem, root and bremch, as Iuther and

Calvin vere to do.
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