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wh1oh star1ds on the foundation �~� the Word of Goel aD4 
the confessional books ot our Bv,mgelloal Iatheran 
Church. 

s. That it does not desire to unite w1 th any atf111a­
tian, or church body, ,mloh does not atand on the Plll'8 
\word o.i' God and the oonteaa1onal books of our l!.'Vangel-
1cal Lutheran Chu.rah. 

4. Likewise, beoauae the United wtheran Church 1D 
Amer ica 1s a church bod711h1oh does not stand on the 
pure f oundation of the Word ot Ood and confeaalcaal 
books of the Evangelical Llltheron Church, we oanno~A 
un1·t e with her until she ohaDgea her oonatitutlon.l.• 

F'inall y » the Slovalc SJnod stated that the ent'1re ao-

oalleti Al liance, as it was presented at the Congress, was 

not f eas!bl e.15 

14 • 
-Zo.pi an1ca ~, 1919, P• 49. 

15Ib1d . - · 



GHA.P!l'BR V 

LA~ a 'BI!'ld.PTS iO URI!fl!. /J,i., SLOVAK WTHJ:.RABS 

fhe Onnf erenoe or ~lovak .w.theraQ faatora 

Al though there bad been man7 UDBuooe■aful attempts to 

unite ell 'Slovak Lutherans. nevertheless, renewed efforts 

were rne.de to achieve this goal. Slovak periodicals auah aa 

Slovenski Hl ~snik and the Kalmdar !!.2!! repeatedl7 published 

appeale f'or Slovak Lutherans to unlte.1 

A no ter,orthy at tempt waa made b7 a grm.p ot Slovak 

l.utheron pastors without BDJ' aynodloal af'f'1llat1on. The 

leader of thi s group was Pastor Samuel Hololk, who had been 

a member of t he 21cm SJDod but; had been expelled 1n 1926. 8 

It was .a.oped by these men that the7 oould auoceed 1n unl't1ng 

both t he Sl ova~ Evanael1oal Lutheran Oh\ll"oh and the Slovak 

Zlon Synod into a new Alliance. 

This group of pastors me~ 1n Btngbempton, New York on 

May ~o, 1924 , to discuso the reasons tor the ez1st1ng dla­

un1ty among t he ~lovok Lutherans. Dui~J.Dg their diacuaa1ona 

two reasons were submitted tor the d1sun1t7. !rhese were, 

the presence of athe1atlo literature and the fact that those 

loeorge Dolak. "A B1stor7 of the Slovak EY&nijel1aal 
w.theran Church 1n the United State■ , 1902-192,u (1Jnpub-
11ahed Doctor ot Theolog7 !fhea1s. Oonaord1a Sem1nar7, St. 
Louis, 1963), P• 145. 

2 Ib1d. 1 p. 146. 
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who wore badges of fraternal organlaatlona were refuaed ad.­

m1ttanoe to the Slovak Lutheran ohuroh bu.1ld1nga. ~ 

editor of the Svedok, however, disagreed with theae oplnlona 

llnd stated tha t the d1swi1ty waa to be found beoause of 

"the a ttacks on the Church b:, manbors of f'raternal organi­

zation, i n t he nativity of unoonso1ent1oua pastors and to a 

certain e ..-.tend 1n the Zion S)'Dod. 113 

i oeoond meeting oi'these non-att111atea wo.s held 1n 

tittaburgb on October 17, 1924 for the purpose of continued 

effort i n f o~ming an independent All1anoe of all Slovak 

.w.ther ane. hegardi11g this meet 1118, the president of the 

Ulov k ~ynod , Rev. John~. Bradao, stated: 

rt i s re~rettable that so man7 retuae to att111ate 
with our Synod. Prove to ua wherein we are wrong. ile 
are a S lovak body and wo are independent. WhJ not come 
into our Synod? Show us why a new wiian ls neoeaaary.4 

At a t h ird meeti~ i n Cleveland, Oh1o on September 26, 

1926, t h i a •a roup of pastors £onned the Alliance. 'lbe SEID 

was not represented because no foJ!'Dlal invitation waa extended. 

The Slovak ~ion Synod stated that union should be et'faated 

only ·,•1th in the body of the ULO. 

Another group took the name of Oonterence or Slovak 

.Wthera.r Pnotors at its meeting in Youngstown, Ohio in 

October, l926a5 Sane of these pastors of the Conterenoe 

3~ •• p. 147. 

6 Ib1cl.. , p. 149. -
4Ib1d., P• 148. -
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oona1dered t he p latfol'Jll of the Slovak 8JDcd f;o be peraonall7 

aoceptable t o t hem but felt th& t lt ••• not adequate for the 

Slovak peopl e . \"heretore they lna1ated on the founding of 

an 1ndependent a ll1enoe 1natead of un1tlng with the BloYak 

SJnod. Fur t hermore. 1t was stated by the Conference that lt 

uould not be a s ynod• nor did tho pastors of the Oonterenuv 

dee1re t o f ound a synod; but that they would organise aa a 
8JDod if the exi s ting Slovak Iuthoran SJDods would not unlte 

into one synod. • iiieanv1hile thie group would a ontinue to 

Btud;y the .idea of a un1on for all Slovak Iu.therana 1n the 

United ~·tates .6 

Regarding t h1e Conferonoe. the Svedok presented what 

was believed to be the l)llrpose of the Conference, stating, 

••~hey dos1ra to unite us 1n suah a manner as the Iuthorana 

ot Slovaki a are united 1n the un1oniat1o .iutheran Church o£ 

Slovakia . 117 

Furthermore, Rev. J. S. Bradao oalled the attempts of 

the Confer ence to unite Slovak Lutherans 0 a a1ntu1 and harm­

ful mis leading a nd aantuaina or 1aauea. na He also asked. the 

question why a now union was neoesaary ainoe the Co~e~• 

of Slovak Luther tu,s 1n Pittsburgh 1n 1919 had asreed to the 

Platform of· the SF.L0.9 

tslbid • • P• 149 • 

'7Ib:ld. -
8Ib1d. 11 P• 150. -
9lb1d. -
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e rge1, Attempt ot the Slovak SJDocl, Zion SJDod 

and Canferenoe of Slovak PaatCl'a, 1931-1936 

Reneted efforts to unite all Slovak wtherana 1n 

America were made dur1na the years 1931-1936 1n a aerie• o~ 

01.x meet i n s . In t h e year 1930 the Slovak 8,nod., the Zion 

Synod and t he Conference ot Slovak Pastora each appointed a 

COllUl11ttee to represent them 1nter&Jnod1oally to reoona1der 

t he poss1bil1t 1es of uniting Slovak I.altborans. '!rhe presi­

dents of the respaot1ve bodies deo1ded upon an agenda for 

discussi on and celled the tlrst meeting. ~e following 11st 

g1ves the perti.,ent facts concerning the place and elate ot 

t he s i. 1ntersynod1oal meetings. 

Pitt sburgh, Pennsylvania, Uaroh 23-24, 1931. 

Youngstorm , Ohio, Hovmber s-a, 1931. 

Philadel phia, Pennsylvania, June 8-9, 1932. 

O~ioa o, Ill1no1a, llovem.ber 8-9, 1933. 

O~ioaeo, I llinois, September 25-26, 1934. 

Clevel and, Ohi o, April 30 - May l, 1935.lO 

!l'he goal set for these meetings was a broad one. flle 

ond, i t ,. a hoped, would not only bring together all the 
6 

Slovaks r epresontod bJ the three part1o1pat1ng bodies but 

also o~ all Slovak Lutherans 1D the United Statea.ll Of the 

lOz,pisnioe Sohoda Intera;p;odalneho Vpl'II (Arohivea ot 
the Slovak Ev. Lu·Ehtran &huroh~ p. 1. Hereattier, this wlll 
be referred to as zaelanfce !!!• 

llzap1sD1oa !!!Q, 193?, P• 131. 
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three boo.1ee . repr0sented there were t1ve men tram the Slo­

vak ~71100. six me11 from the i 1m SJ'Docl and s1x men from the 

Conference or Slov· k Lutheran Paators.12 

the discussions on doctrine■ wb1oh would form the 

basis to~ un1on oentered upon ten points. The dootr1nea 

Placed on the agenda werea 

1. Holy Scriptures 
2 • The S;pnbolioal Books 
3. lsleotion 
4. ·Ohurah 
5~ Synodical Organization 
6 . Of~ice of the Keys 
r1 • Ile l~ tio.'ll to Synodical Bod1ea 
8 . Synodical llemberah1p 
9. Stand on General Oouna11 1n Slovakia 

lo. Ob.urc.n Pz•act1co 

.Du:c~1ng the course of the meetings all of these ques­

t!ons uere d1aoussad by the 1ntersynod1cal committees. 

'rhere was agreement reached bJ all the membero of the ab.Ul'oh 

bodies pres nt and 1t was agreed to establish a oommon plat­

fo1-:m which would show the doctrinal stand 0£ the entire con­

ference. ~his platform 1s as follows: 

!!!!. Doctrine .2£. Holy So:ripturea 

\'Je believe. teach. and conteaa that the oanon1oal 
books of both the Old and Uew ~estamenta are, in their 
entirety. in their parts and words• the true and pa.re 
Word of God, 1nap~red b7 the Holy Spirit. 

Oonoernin& !!l!. Symbolical Books 

ive regard and hold all of our S1111bo liaal Books as the 
.PUI9e :ind ttnadulterated exposition of the "ord ot God 
and do not make an.y d1st1not1cm amc:ms them, but hold 
them all to be the true preaent;ation ot the t1'11;11h or 

12Zap1sn1oe SIV• P• 3. -
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God. We aooept them unocmdS. tS.onall1 (not guatenu■ 
but qui~• not as noma normata. but•• liorma normana). 

The Dootr"ine ot Eleot1on - - -------------On the b a sis or the Word ot God we teaoh. "believe. and 
oonfesu. a gr aoi oue divine eleotlon to eternal llf'e. 
\'lhich t ook place before the foundation of the world, 
Eph . 1:3-7; 2 Thees . 2:1S-14J Aota 13148; Rom. 8:28-30; 
2 ~i m. 1:9 ; tat. 24122-24; FO (Leaka Ec11t1on) pp. 683-4• 
par. 5 1. S, 2~ . 

The concUtio11 and oause of' our eleat1on 1a alone .the 
~race of God in Ghriot and the merlta ot Obrist. 
~heref ore we condemn all auoh false and erroneous 
t eachings \.7h1oh emphasize deeds, better conduct or be­
havior, our own deo1s1on, a forsaking of or retreat 
from maliaioua opposition. or anything else by ua or .. 
in us, oonsequentl7 also the eleot1on with a vie,1 to 
f aith~ as tho\J.6h God had elaoted us beoauee H~ foresaw 
fai th 1n ua , Acts 13:48; FC, p. 684, par. e. 
There is no e leot1onf to damnation. for divine love 1a 
universa l, l 'l1m. 21:I. \'le ooncfaan every kind of Cal­
vinism. God does nof desire the death'ot the ungodly. 
J.f man, nevert heleas

1
per1sh. it 1a. their own fault. 

On the basis ot the i,ord of God we are to d1st1ngu1ah 
bet ween t he wi1voreal will or God and gracious elec­
t i on . The universal will ot God extendo to all; the 
gr acious e l ec t ion embraces a definite number of· those 
uhom God has from eternity eleoted to eternal lU'e• 
l Cor . l a:12; 2 i'heas. 2113; Rom. 9:12; 11:7. 

Those whan God bas elected for etemity the Holy Spirit 
1n tinie calls by the Goepel, gathers, enlightens, aano­
t1£1es and keeps 1n Jesus Christ by the one., true. liv­
ing f aith. 

~is true , important. and oamt'ortlng dootr1ne oanoern-
1ng God •a election leads to the very Word of God, 
arouses us to a godlJ life, and a■surea ua ot eternal 
life . 

Conversion 

Oo.ncern1ng conversion we belie»-e, teaoh, and oonteaa 
that 1t is the oand1t1on 1n whloh. by the operatlcm ~ 
the lfol:v 3p1r1t. a person reoogniaea his a1n1'ulDeas and 
damnablenese on the basis of ttie divine l.aw and belleve• 
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that his s1ns are forgiven him f'or- the sake of' Cbrlat•a 
vicarious aat1sfaot1on and that eternal aalvat1an 1• 
1mpu.ted t o him. Acts ll:21J -Luke 24146, 4'7;. 
Aots 26: 18; Hooeo 13:9. 

. . . 
Oonvers1on 1a the work of the graoe ot Qod alone ac­
cording to th working of Bla might7 power, 
Eph . 1:19 ff ., and neither 1n lta entlretJ nor 1n lts 
smallest part is 1t a work of man, Phil. 1129, l!:ph. 218J 
Jer. 31:: 18. 

An therefore we oondemn ever7 klnd o£ a:,nerglsm, that 
1s, the teaohinfi that oonv8l'a1on does not taJce place 
solely by the Gl"&Oe and power of Ood, but that 1t 1n 
part c.lependu upon the oooperation of' man, h1a correct 
deoin1on, and oonduct 1n oomparlaon with other people 
retrea t ing from their intentional oppoa1tlon and re­
sistance to the Holy Spirit, Eaek. 36126; Phil. 8113 • 

.iJiker1iae \Ve oondemn every kind· ot Calvinism, namel7, 
the t eachirig that God does not ~eslre to o~nvert and 
so.ve all r1ho hoar the Word of Ood, but that He desires 
to con,:rert and save only a certain portion o.f mankind. 
At the aanie t11i1e we oondeiDn also Sem1-Pelag1a:nlsm, 
cte 7 :15; Yat. 23137; A~ta 13:46. 

i'he Scriptures reveal to us only these two truths: 
A. That conversion 1a the work solely of Ood 1s 

s r aoe, and 
Bo That non-conversion ls the fault of man himself, 

Hosea 13 :9; and therefore we d~sire neither to say nor 
to think more than lies 1n this revelation, for the 
ord of Goel says to us: 110 man, who art thou that re­

plies t a gainst God?11 (Bom. 9:20.) 

Ohurch Praotioe 

The following theses governing ohuroh lite i ero ac­
cepted: 

l. The oonoe,2t of ohuroh 5aot1oe. Church d1aalpl1De 
meansprovhig6:,cieed. aiid :rutih and praot1o1ng 1n llf'e 
that which we believe, teaoh and oonteas on the basls 
of the ord of God. 

2. 2,:h,!. relation .2! praotioe !!!, teach~- 1'he mutua1 
relation between teaching and praotloe a like that be­
t ween a tree and lt• fruit. \Vherever pure doctrine and 
true faith are found there should be and onl7 there can 
be a correct lite and Gocl-pleaeing deed,. 



3. Ohuroh <l1so1pl1no. Each ao.ngregat1on la to be con­
cer ned not only that the pure dootr1ne ah011ld be pro­
ola1med 1n its midst and that tho aaonments be admln-
1stered .aooord1ng to O.br1at•a 1nat1ta.t1on, but also 
that t he congregntionnl W'e, the llf'e of its m1D1ater■ , 
and or aJ.l of' 1ta 1nd1v1dual members to be 1n aooord 
i71th t he pure t eaohing of the Word of God, and tor 
t h1s purpose ohuroh d1ao1pl1ne, oommanded by tho Lord 
Jesus Obrist Bl maelt, ls to be praotlaed. 

4. !fbe £orm or church diaalpllne. 
X:- ~cnd!aoipi1ne la tio tie enforced without 

r espect of persons in the oaae of all who deviate from 
( t h e t~ue ) order. 

B. Ao muoh aa possible strictly 1n aooordanoe 
\'11 t h int . 18:15-18, and other Sor1ptui-e paaaagea. 

5 . The rux•~os e of ahurch d1ao1111ne. !fbe purpose of 
churc"fJd ao pTfneis not to aea roy but to galn and 
as.ve the s ot1l. 

6 • ,!!!! ,Praotloe S: church d1aa1pl11ie 1a a d1ff1oult 
and ~espons1bl e duty and requlDes great oare both on 
the part of the min.ts tera aa well as every member of 
the church. Only a Ch111at1an, full or 1'a1th and the 
Haly Ghout , f ired with love to Christ, 1a able to 
praotice ohur oh diso1pl1ne oorreotly, never to lose 
Sight ar its tlllr pose and not to regard repentant 
brethren and o1atera with a P.bar1sa1oal, evil eye, as 
did the older brother of the prodigal aon. but to re­
j oice over their penitence. 

Deelarat i on .2!!. Parochial R1p.hta 

1 . \le desire to respect 111utual17 the authority of our 
c ongr egations and not to interfere 1n the af'fa1ra of 
another congr egation or in the affairs o£ tho members 
of another co:ngresat1on. 

2 . ''e sha1.l refuse to ael'Ve 1n an7 way at all people 
who do not belong to ov oor>grega:tion and who have a 
quarre l wi th their (OWD) congregation or with lta 
ep1r1t ua l leader. 

s. te shall aooept as manbera of our congregations 
only those who produoo a letter of diamlaaal or transfer. 

4. I n an emergeno7 we sha,ll serve those who are not 
members of our oongregat1on only with the knowledge 
and perm1as1on of their regular pastor or vuoanay paa­
tOl'. 
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Pulpit !!!.9, ltar Pellonhlp 

Our position 1a that Evungelloal Iatheran ,PUlplta and 
altars are for EVBD6elloal wtheran mlnlatera of the 
Augsburg Oontesa1on only. lfQ one else, that la, no 
minister of anothor oonf'eaalon, has even an7 aaooaa ~o 
them. 

Announcement for Communion 

B7 announcement for OC1111au.nlon we mean that God-pleasing 
Christian order aooord1ng to wh1oh the minister of the 
Gospel 1s concerned that 1Ddlvldual 00D1Duniaanta ooae 
into contact with their aplrltual father and announce 
to him tl1e1r intention ot OOlllllUDlDG• However, the ap­
propriate mnnn.er of introducing this order 1D congre­
gations ihere 1t does not yet euat 1a left to the 
oongrega. t1011e and thelr pastors to deo14e and t'lnall.7 
to accept. ~le admit that thls order la ver7 bene1"1-
c1a2 to, and neoeaaary tor, a oongregatlon. 

Christian !3u.r1al 

ho is on&tled to a Chrlatlan burial? A member ot a 
con regat~ n, who died 1n the lord, la entitled to a 
decent cbilstlan burial. A non-maber la not entitled 
to chur+ funeral. 

Christian t~eddinga · 

' l. Chr1sians nre to be married ln their own oongre-
gat1ona anJi by their own pastors. 

2 . In case of a divoroe the innocent party 1a entitled 
to a Christian wedding, while it ia to be denied to the 
guilty party, 11llen lta guilt 1a adequately and clearl7 
proved . 

~eses on Sooletie■ -
1. In principle we have no obJeotlon to aooletiea 
whose purpose is to glve tinanolal ald to their member■ 
in illness and to grant death bene1'lta. 

2. But we emphatloall7 dm7 any aoo1et7 the right and 
pm,er to arrogate to ltael.1' matters whloh the Lord 
Jesus oommsnda onl7 ma Clmroh to do• aa, for lnatanoes 
missions, religious training of mlnlatera and teaaher■J 
and, 1n general, to interfere 1D the right•• work, and 
admlnlstra tlon of the Church. 

At the same tllle it 1a neoeaaar7 tabat neither the 



Church nor her servants 1nterte:re 1n an7-7 at all 1n 
affairs of' a society wh1oh la p11:rel7 tnternal 1n na­
ture. 

3. Especially do we reJeot and condemn all soo1et1ea 
\Vh 1oh bind their members with a aeoret oath, and which 
foster a false rel1&1m by being 1n pr1Do1ple agalnat 
Christ, the only Redeem.er and Savior or the world, •• 
for instance, Free Kaaona and all aoaletiea organised 
after the manner of the Free Masone. 

Relati ons ~ .!:!!!, Slovak P.'Vangelloal Union 

At t h e very first meetlrlg of the 09Jll!ll&a1ons of the 
three b od.1es, Messrs. Stephan Atetanlk, John Blbaa, 
P t 

,,., .. 
e e~ Juras, Emil Stankoviansky ancl Dr. J. rt. Ildia, 

t he supreme off icers of the Slovak Ev. Union, appeared 
to extend their greetings. flley also expressed the 
desiJ>e that the joint oommiaalona draw up reaolutiom 
advising how the poaoetu.l relatlona all dealred might be 
r eached. A oommittee of three, aona1at1Dg..,ot the Reva. 

• 1·' • enko, lmrioh Vangor 1 and John Marola, gave lta 
report to the Younsstovm meeting lfov. 2-3, 1931. !'he 
follo1 i ng points of the oommlttee•s reoommendatlona 
, ere accepted by the Joint oanmlaalons: 

1. ~he Slovak Ev. Union ls neither authorised nor 
oalled by God to expound the Word of God to teach, 
proclaim, and spread Ohrist1an1t7 through lta oftlclal 
organ, for Ood gave the power of t)le keys of the king­
dom of heaven solely to the Church. 9.'he SEU arrogate■ 
to itself a right wh1oh beloJl6& to the Church. 

2. By ,Pl1blish1q matters, reports, m1aunderatand1nga, 
and differences of looal oongregatlona the SEU d1aaaa-
1natea hatred, quarrels, dlsturbanaes among members. 
tVe demand that the organ of the SEU ahould not publish, 
or pronounce judSJ)lent on, ohurah matters, tor these be­
lons to the prov1noe of the Church. 

3. ~ e demand that the SEU should not belittle nor 
slander the ottiae of the m1nlatr7 through its organ, 
the Slovak Herald, and not work thereto that a minister 
be deposed from ottiae. Ood calla a miDlater to a oon­
gregation and from a congregatlan b7 means of the oon­
sregations and not b7 means of a aoolet7. 

4. Ro artloles should appear ln the otrlolal organ 811d 
no speeohes should be made at meetings to the efteat 
tba t had 1 t not been tor the SliD there would be no 
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Ohul'oh; for that ls an attempt to obligate both the 
m1nisters and the oongregatlon11 to the 8BU and the 
local chapter. The Ohurah ls f'ounded b7 Ood. He 
oreates f aith 1n the hwllan heart b7 H1s Word and ■ao­
rament s . 

5 • J.1Gt t he organ of the SEU publish onl7 report■, 
di fferences. art1oles, ed1tor1ala tow,hlng upon the 
life and progress of 1nd1v1dual chapter■, the entire 
Un1on and the welfare and progreaa of' our nation. 

6 • If a minister should oomm1 t some misdeed, the 
editor must first of all have proof' of the fact and. 
on l y then Should he publish it as a report. It la a 
matter f'or the Church to paas Judgment upon hlm, and 
not for t he soo1ety. 

7 . e do not recommend to the Union that 1t seek to 
compel ministers to beoome members of' the Unlon b7 at­
t acking thGmJ thereby man7 are merel7 repelled, as are 
a l o t101r members. 

8 . Je declare that Wft have noth1Dg agalnat the SEU aa 
a pure insurance compan7 and that when the BI.:U puts 
into praot1oe the gulc:lellnes and pr1no1plea here enun­
oi atod t he des1red frlcmdly relation will be aohleved. 

( .Paragra!lhs originally numbered 6, 8, and 10 1D the 
Committee •a reoommendat1one, and dealing with matter• 
belonging strictly to the sphere of tbe~lfJllon itself, 
we re omitted by the joint oommlsslona.).-.u 

"ihen 1 t appeared that a union oould be etfeoted 1nalud-

1ng all t hree of the ohuroh groups represented, eaoh group 

B\lbm1tted lts ot111 plan tor the union. file following are the 

reoa'i.l!ilendat1ona at the three o01111Dltteea1 . . 
~ Recommendatlons ,2! l!!! Slovak Spod Committee 

l. I t has thus tar been d•onatra tecl at the m.eet11Jg11 
~ the Interaynodioal OOllli'!llttee that, 1n the artlolea 
of faith and Chr1at1an J.Atheran praotloe 0011oernlng 
which we t bouabt there was a dlf':ferenoe among ua and 
conoernlng wh1ah we have had dlacuaalona at the meet1llga 

13z,plan1oe SIV', PP• 4 ft. Summarized and translated 
bJ Dr. Dolak. -
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of' the lnteraJJlodlaal OOD111ittee. there la reall7 un1t7 
and unc.\erstand1na among ua1 tor all of the members of 
the Inter s ynodtoal Oammlttee have expressed their 
agr eement with those artlolea wh1oh we have oonaldered 
oaref'ully and 1n the tear of God. 

2. On t he basis of' this taot that ln teaoh1ng and 
practice we h ave aohleved unlt7. we. aa members of the 
IntaJtsynod1oal Committee for our Slovak Ev. Luthel'an 
SJnod i n the U. 8. A. , make the tollow!ng reoommencla­
tion t o thi s meeting: Let there be founded a ocmpletel7 
inde pende n t S lovak Ev. IAltheran ahurah bod.7 1n .America. 
i ndependent of any &JDod, founded on tho JJlll"e Word~ 
God and t h e 8y.iibol1oal Booka ot oar l!.v. Inthernn Ohuroh. 
T.ha t means : · 

a ) that the Slovak Ev. I.u.theran 8,nod 1n the u. a. A. 
floul d 'become a member ot this new lndependen t Ev. 
Ll1the1 .. an churoh body 1n Amerlaa, that it would oeaae 
t o exis t and would sever 1ta tlea with the 8JDod1oal 
Oonf'erenceJ 

b) tba t tlle Slovak Ev. Lutheran Zion SJDod would 
become a member of this new independent Ev. Lutheran 
church body 1n .&ne2'1oa, that 1t would aeaae to u1at 
and would sever its oonneatlona with the United Luth­
oran Church 1n America; 

o ) ·tha t the ministers and ocmgregat.lona whioh are 
not member s of an7 Slovak Ev. Lutheran church bod7 1n 
Ame1"ioa \'lou ld become members of the new• independent 
Slovak Ev . Lutheran ohuroh bodJ 1n America. that they 
would sover t heir conneotiona with other Ev. Iutheran 
ohUPoh bodi es here 1n America and 1D Slovakia. 

3. ~e f urther reoommmxl that these reocmmendatlona be 
PJ"eaentea tor aooeptanoe to the Slovak E-v. Iatheran 
S;,ynod i n the u. s. A., to the Slovak IN. Illtlieran Zion 
Synod.# end to the m1n1atera and ooagregatlona whioh are 
not members of these two apoda. 

4 . '-'he result of the del1berat:l.ona on tbeae reoommen­
da tions end the vote on thm la to be announced b7 the 
respective s111ods and 1;ha pastors and oongregatlona 
which do not hold membership 1D a Slovak SJDod to the 
president or the IntersJDodlaal Ccmmlttee, who shall 
then ca ll the final meeting. 

!!!!,_ Reoom.1'11endat ions 5!£. !!!!, !!a S:ypod Committee 

The Committee or Zion S,nod, tor the sake of an objeot1ve 


