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What the Sacrament of the Aliar ige

The Lord's Supper is reparded as a Sacrament instituted by Christ
and is of supreme sacradness. The most frequent reference %o the Lord's
Supper is as a ilezans of Crace. In addition 4o belng a Means of Grace
the Sacrameni is an abiding memoriel, a holy food, an expression of our
relationship to Jed and our fellow Christiasns, the preaching of the
dord, a sserifice of praise and thenksglving, a sesl upon the promises
oif Tody the contrel act of Christisn worship, a savor of life, possibly
¢ savor of desth, mystericus and miraculous, & foretaste of something
in the fubwre, one of the highesi mysteries of cur faithy, a consolation
of gll distressed persons, a testimony of our faith and 3 witness for
Christ, Cirist's last will and testament, a2 social megl, the greatest
source of comfovrd and strength, a scorvice rendered to the faithful, the
fulfilleent ond substitute for the Old Testamenty Passover meal, a
sacrgnent of mutriticn, a mark of the Churchy, and the uniquely Christian
feature of our worship which scts it apart from the Jewish gynagogue.

The Lowd's Supper is not & mere memorisl meal nor a bloodless
repetition of the sscrifice of Christ.e It 15 not & sacrifice for sin,
The Fucherist is not & short cubt to heaven which dispensss with renentence
and faith nor is it a mere simm of friendship omong believers. It is nob

wholly an act of men nor & Means of Grace to be usad for conversion.
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CHAPTFR ¥V
COMPARISON AMD COUCLUSIONS CF CHAPTERS T4O THROUGH FOUR

Almost 21l of the conbributors te the English theological perie
odicuels of the Luthoran Church--iiinscuri Syned were members of the
Luthoran Churche=iissow'l Synod. The only excoptions were German
theologiens whose works were transizted by members of the Lutheran
Church-<Missourl Synod and published with the approval of the faculty
of Concordia Seminary, SUe Lovis. In contrast to the periodicals of
the Lutheran Uhurch--Missourl Synod, the contributors to the thec=
loriecol periodicals of the American Lutheran Conference were not
limited tc members of the conference bud &lso included combributors
from Denmark, the Wiscomsin Synod, the Sucmi Synod, the United Lutheran
Chureh, the Church of Sweden and the Lutheran Church--<iissouri Syned.

Simllarly the comtributors to the Augustiana Quarterly includsd not only

mombers of Augustens Church, hut also conbtributors from the Church of
sweden and the Iutheran Churche<{isscurli Synod.
During the years 1936 through 1953 the imerican Luthersn Conference’s

journals (including Augustans Quarber:lg) published aglmost three times

se many articles as @id the Lutheran Churche-}issowrl Syned's journal
on the Sacroment. At the same time the Lutheran Churche-Hissouri
Syned's journel coreied more than two times as mony book revieus
dealing with the Socrcment sg did the journals of the Americon Lutberan
Conference. On tha other sections the voiume wes spproximately the
Ssmee Over all, the volume of references was alipghtly higher in the

fmericen Lubhorsn Conferenco.
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The lissouri Synod writers, for the entire time covered, devoted
most of their attention to the Presence of Christ in the Sacrsment.
They also stressed the definitlon of the Sacrament and the benefits
roceived and conditions Zor receivins these benefits., References Lo
the body and bleood of Christ in the Sacrament were equsl to the
definition of the recoption of the body znd bloeod of Christ in the
Euchariste In comparisen very little matericl was devoted to the
necessity {or the reception of the Sacrament; the powor behind ghe
Sacrament, the definition of the role of the bread and wine in the
Eucharist, the responsiblility for the adminisiration of the Sacrament,
or raforences e time in the Secrament of the Altar.

There were no opsn conflicts in the English thenliogicsl pericdi-
cals of the imthersn Church--Missouri Synod. The Ameriean Lutheran
Conference cormtributors alsc devoted most of their atiention to the
Presence of Christ in the Sacrament, Like the iissouri Syned they
stressed the delinifion of the Scerament ord the benefits received
and conditions forr receiving these benefits., References to the body
and blood of Christ were barely sbove the roferencss to the manner
of recoption end the dofinition of who receives. The powsr behind the
Szerament received more attention in the American Lutheran Confersnce's
journals than it did in the Lutheran Church--Hissouwri Synod's journals.
Over two bimes as much abiention was siven to the discussicn of the
role of the bread and wine in the Szerament in the American Luthersn
Conference's journals as was piven in the journals of the Lutheran
Churche=Missouri Syned and four times a8 much attention to the
discussion of time in relstion to the Sacraments As in the Lutheran
Church--Missouri Syncd little materisl was dovoted %o the responsibility
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for the administration of the Sacrament. Unlike the Lutheran Churche
Missouri Syneé almost no attention was deveted 4o the necessity for
the recoption of ths Sacrament of the Aliter in the American Lutkeran
Conference.
The American Lutheren Conferance deveted mors material te the
Sacrament of the Alter than did the Lutheran Churche-Misscuri Syned

but had conflicting ctotemends regarding the Sacroment.

Ong of the uwriters of the Augustana f:uar'aerlz breought ocub a
point missed entirely by @ll cther writors, namsly thet the Lord's
LSupper polnts ferwsrd to the Hupper in Hesven,

Te whet extent the above emphases or concerns are Justified by
the seriptures end/or the Confessions is not within the scope of this
paper. Bub these omphases and pclaritios exist and should receiva

study in the light of the Scripture and the Confessions.




APPENDIX A

THE DOCTRINE OF THE LORD'S SUPPER AS PRESENTED IN THE THEDLOGICAL
PERICDICALS COF THE LUTHERAN CIURCH-=MISSCURL SYNGD

hbbreviationas

T = Theologlicel Ounrterl
TH = Theoiosical HontFII
CTM - Concordia rheolopical Monthly

The noture of the beneflits roceived in the Sacrocent of the Altar and

the conditions for recelving these bensfita.

A, 'The noturc of the benefits received in the Sserameont ef 3he Altar.

Krvstamonn, in an article, cflfimms that the Lord's Supper gives us
the sucramentsl offering and imparting of the mercles of God geined by
Christ's one sacrifice. Ta YAIV (1920), 207-12.

Dau, in ¢ ok review, declares that in the Sacroment of the Altar
Christ offers us a complete and perfect selvaticn.
™ IIX (1223), 345.

Sehroeder sbates, in an article, that by means of the Lord's
Supper the Lord offers, scals and conveys the forgiveness of sins and
all blesoines %o the communicant. In the Sacrament the Lord begucaths
", « o 50 i3 neople the henefits and merits of His suffering end
death.” ™ VI (1926), 65-*

Engelder, in the section "Thoolosical Observer,” éssarts that the
Word and Secronments offer the rigitoousnsss of Christ, create faith,
put the sinner in possession of ¢the forgivenocss of sins end give the
Holy Spirite ™ IX (1929), 15-4.

Kretznann, in 21 article, zsserts that in the Lord's Suppar wo
receive the forriveness of sins, life, saiveiion, and the Holy Spirit
(who works faith). 71 IX (1929), 209303,

In "The Bricf Shatement” the Lordis Supper ig deseribed &3 "e o o

the communication ond sealing of the forgiveness of sius.”
CTH II (1931), LOo1-1i5,

*contained in serics of articles beginning ppe 65, 103, 165, 1%L,
all in scme volwz,
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Kretzmann, in an article, rejects the idea that the ". « »
szeraments [ared incapable of securing any spiritual benefit."!
CTM IV (1933), T27=35.

Hueller, in the "lMiscellansous" section, states that the effect
of the Lord's Supper is the forgivenoss of sins.
CTH IX (1938), 850=51,

Mayer, in an article,; declares that the lloly Spirit and ", . «
absolution of the individual simner is offered and broughte. « « through
the Sacrament of the Altar™; that the 3acraments are the meens through
wiich the Holy Spirit offers; conveys and seals the treasures of God's
grace to mang that Sacramsnts awaken and confirm faith in those who use
them; and that the Word is the power of Cod and gives faith which grasps
the blessincs offered whether we read it or use the Sacraments.

cTit X (1939), 81=50.

Mueller, in the "Higcellaneous" section, asserts that the Lordis
Supper strengthens and confirms feith in the forgiveness of sinsj and
that the forgiveness of sins is confimmed and sezled through the
bestowal of the body of Clriste CTH X (1939), 13L4=37.

Mueller, in an article, declares thet in the Sacraments ". . «
God earnestly desires to, end asctually does; offer, convey, and seal
to sianers the merits secured for all men by His dear Son. ¢ « « "3 and
that the Word and Sacraments are the means through which God engenders
saving, justifyving felth which appropriates the merits of Christe
CTH X (1939), 161=TkL.

Kretzmann affirms, in an articls, that the Lord's Supper strengihens
the faith wrought through Baptism, and refers to the Lord's Supper as
he sacramertum confirmaiionis. CTM X (1939), 321=30.

Leetsch states, in an article, that the Lord's Supper is nourishe
ment for our souls and quotes Hartmen as saying "the Lord's Supper does
not confer faith but strengthens and seals the faith slready conferred.”

GTM X (1939), -'-l°1"15|

Engelder declares, in an aerticle, that the Lord's Supper oifers,
scals, and conveys the forgiveness of sins and that the forgivensss of
sins is sealed by the body and blcod of the Lord. lie denies. that the
Lord's Suvper is only a symbol of the forgiveness of sins and that there
are no benefits derived from this Sacrament. CTM X (1939), 6L41-56.

: Henmeter asserts, in an article, that when we drink the wine in
the Lord's Supper we drink in end with the cup ". « « the forgiveness
of sins, or the Spirit of Christe « « «F CTH X (1939), 721-h2.

Kretzmann, in an article, declares that the Lord's Supper is the
sacramentum confimationis and that it is meant to strengthen and con-
Tirm bellevers in their christian faith and life,

CT™ XI (1940), 598-610,
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fueller, in the "Miscellaneous" scction, affirms that the Word and
Sacraments ofier, convey and seal the forgiveness of sins, life, and
salvation to the commnicant. CTH XIXT (1941), 211-15.

Arndt, in 2 book review, states that the Lord's Supper asstres us
of the forgiveness of sins. CTM XIX (19L1l), B75=76.

Mueller, asserts in the "4iscellaneous” section, that when we par=-
take of the Lord's Supper we beccme part of Christ's spiritusl body.
. CTH XIII (1942), 378-85,

Mueller, in the "Treological Observer" secticn, declareé that the
Lord's Supper has the nature of an absoclution.
CTd XIv (19k3), 732-33.

Kirehmanu states, in the "Miscellaneous" section, thaet the Sacra-
ment does not eliminate the battle but provides strength for renswed
attecks on evile. CT Xv (19h4k), L10=17.

Mueller, in & book review, asserts that the Sacraments offer,
convey and seal the grace of Cod or the forgiveness of sins to men,.
CTM VI (19L45), 139-h0.

Hoyer, in a book roview, declares that the Loxd's Supper ". . «
strengthens our faith in the forgiveness of sins and strengthena ocur
now spiritusl life. o o o CTM AVII (1946), 395=98.

Arndt affirms, in the "iiiscellaneous" ssction, that through
Baptism, the Lord's Supper, and the Word CGod is gracious to us and fore
gives vs for the sake of Clrist and the licly Spirit comes %0 use

CTH XX (19L7), 67h=T00.

Arndt, in the "Theological Observer” section, states that through
the Lord's Supper ", « « Chirist here in the most intimate mamner possible
conviness him (the Lutheran) that he is his Savior and confers on him
the forgiveness of all his sins by handing him the very mesns by which
this forgiveness wes procured, His body and His bloode o « o

cTd XX (1947), 785.

Mucller, in the "Theoleogical Obssrver" section, asserts that the
pledre of pardon is ofiered in the Oospel proclamation "given and shed"
end alse calls the Lord's Supper sacramentum confirmationis.

O Xal (1949), 613-15.
Busging in a bock review, calls the Lord's Supper "blessed and
life giving." : CTH XXIII (1950), 157=59.

Mueller, in the "Theological Observer' section, affirms that in
the Lord's Sup;er God in Christ comes down to us; and that by the
Sacraments Christ "“incorporates us unto Himself, and makes us living
members in the body of Christ, in the Church.”

CTH XKIII (1950), L466=67.
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Hagel, in en article, states with Luther that God comes to man in

the Lord's Supper 28 He did in the Incarnation.
CTH XMIV (1951), 625-52,

Be The conditions for receivinz these benefits.

Kretzmann, in an article, asserts that the Word snd Sacraments
bestow the bemeiits of Christ's atonement upon the believers. He
rejects the " « o planting of the resurrection body. « «" 88 a mechane
ical effect, T IX (1929), 32135,

Arndh, in the "Theologicel Observer® section, aosseris that we can
not admit to the lLerd's Supper those who do not come in faith nor the
members of Churcles in error for they do not sdhere to the Word.

CTM II (1931), 300-02.
crM 1T (1931), 708.

Muelleor, in an article, denies the Romen Cathollic teachingz that
the ocacramense are effective ex opere operabo.
CTH X (1939), 161=ThL.

fragbner declares, in an article, that the Sacraments are sffective
witheout the faith or the intention of the adwinistrator. He also rejects
the Foman Catholic teaching that the Szersments are affective ex opere
operetos thet the Yintention" of the priest is naecessary for the efiece
Tiveness of the Sacrement; that the Secraments justify by the outward
acty and falith is not necessary in order to receive the bensfits of the
Sacranenis. O™ X (1939), 2L41=50.

Kretzmam affirms, in an article, that in order to take the Lord?'s
Supper one must understand the substitutionary atonement and must be
in fellouwship vith God and Christ and his fellow believers.
CTM XI (19h40), 598-510.

Kirehmann osserts, in the "Miscelleanecus" section, thet the only
thinz necessary for worthy reception in the Lord's Supper is "s « «
faith in the words, given and shed for you for the remission of sins.
n CTH XV (19kk), Ll0-17.

Refarencas o tho bodJyr and blood of Christ in the Sacrame_nt of the Altar,

Schmidt, in an article, asserts that we partake of Christ's body
and blood in the Lord's Supper. TH V (1925), 225-26.

Schroeder, in an article, declares that the bread and the body
remain two distinct elemonts in the Sacrament. Ir the Lord's Supper
we roceive Christ's true bedy and true blood. The author rejects those
who say that the bread and wine merely signify Christ's boedy and blood;
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rather, Clrist nomes what is not seen while giving what is seen.
TM VI (1926), 65.%*

Engelder, in the "Theological Observer® section, declarss that
we receive the reesl btody and bloed of Christ in the Lord!'s Suppere
TH IX (1929), 1L6-UT.

Engelder asserts, in a book review, that the body of Christ in
the Sacrament of the Lord's Supper is Y“"nmon-spatial." He also denies
that the bread and wine only represent the body and bloofl of Christ.

TH IX (1929), 189-91.

Kretzmann, in an article, denies that the bread and wine are
merely symbols of Christ's body and blood; and thal, the body and blood
are only spiritually present in the Sacrament.

™M IX (1929), 289=303.

Arndt, in the "Theological Observer" section, asserts that he
rejects those fAnzlicans who ignore that the body and blood of Christ
aro with the bresd and the wine in the Sacrament of the Altar.

CTH I1I (1932), 1h8-h9,

Arndt stetes, in the "Theological Observer" section, that in the
Lord's Supper we receive Christ’s body end blood in, with, and under
the bresd and winee CTH IV (1933), 63=Le.

Kretzmann, in an article, denies that the Lord's Supper represents
or is a symbol of Christ's body end blood, CTH IV (1933), 727=35.

Kueller, in the "Miscellaneous™ section, asks whether we receive
Christ's natural or glorified bedy in the lord's Supper. He says that
neither denies the Resl Presence or Oral Manducaticn. According to
Walther, wnom the author quotes, our concern is net in the glorified
body bub ". « o inasmuch as it was given unto death for cur reconcili-
ation," CIi IX (1938), 850-51.

Kretzmann,in an article, effirms that in the .Lord's Sup.er we
receive the body and blood of Christ. cr X (1939), 321-30.

Laetsch declares, in an article, that we receive the body and
blood of Christ, the flesh and blood of Christ, under the bread and
wine. He elso condemns the statement "the life of Christ, freely given
for us" as an insufiiclent statement regarding the body and blood of
Christ in the Lord's Sunper since this statement is also permissible
to the Peiormed. o™ X (1939), LOl-15.

Engelder sffimms, in an article, that the real, natural substantial
body and blocd is giwven with the bread and wine to be eaten and drunk
sacramentally in the Lord's Supper. He also opposes tnose who say that

the bread sisnifies the body or that the body is figurative,
c™ X (1939), GL1=56,

¥Gonmbained in series of articles beginning pp. 65, 103, 165, 19k,
all in same volume.
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Hemmeter, in an article, which was a study of Luther, declares
that we receive Christ's bady and blood in the Sacrament. We receive,
writes the author, "blood-wine" and not wine only., We drink the
e o o real blocd of Christe « « o' in and with the cup in the Lord's
Supper. The body and blcod of chr!.s*l'. states lemmeter, are not visibly
there in the Sacrament. CcT™ X (1939); 721-42,

Arvdt, in a book review, states that the communicent recsives
Christ's body and blcod topether with the bread and wine,.
CTM XII (1941), 875-76.

Mueller, in the "Miscellaneous" section, declares that the
communicent recaives the true bedy end blood of Christ in the Sacra-
mente CTH XIII (1942), 378-88.

Kirchimann affirms, in the "Miscellsneous" section, that the
communicant receives the true body and blood of Christ in the Lord's
Suppar. et xv (19kh), L10<17.

Zucker states, in an article, that the communicant receives the
true bedy and bloed of Christ in, with, and under the bread and wine
in the Lord's Supper. C™ XV (19LL), 2L5-L9.

Mueller asserts, in the "iMiscellaneous" section, that the entire
body of Christ is offered in the Sacrament of the Lornd's Supper. The
true body and blood of Christ are really present and are definitely
tiere. He denies that the bread is a2 mere sign of the body.

et XvI (19k5), 118-22,

Mueller, in 2 book review, denies that Christ?s body and blood are
only represented or only spiritually present in the Lord's Suppsere
CTHM XVI (19L45), 139-L0.

Kretzmarn states, in an article, that as there are two natures in
Christ so there are two substances in the Lordis Supper--natursl body
and natural bread. As the Godhead possessed the body of the Son of
Mary and was not localized in it, so the true body and blood of Christ

permeate and possess the consecrated elements,
oTH XvI (19L5), 361-Th.

HMueller asserts, in the "Theological Observer® ssction, that the
body and blood of Christ eve received in, with, and under the brsad and
vine in the Lord's Supper. The bLody and blood of Christ are not thought

of per se in abstraction from the whole Christ.
CTi WI (1945), 790-92.

Schulz, as translated and recorded in the “Miscellanecus" section
by Mayer, asserts that the communicant receives Christ's body and blocd

under the bread and wine in the Lord's Supper.
CTH XVIII (1947), 534=39.
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Arndt declares, in the "Theologlcel Observer" section, that the
body and blood of Christ are really present in the Lord's Supper.
CTM XX (19h9), 61-3.

Mucller affirms, in "Brief Studies," that the subatance of the
bread and the substance of the body are both present in the Lord's
Suppere CTH XAL (1950), 602=05.

Muellsr, in the "Theological Observer® section, quotes Martin

Luther ond doclares that the communicent receives our Lord's true body
and blond in the Lord's Supper. CTH XXIV (1953), 142,

References 4o the bread and wine in the Sacrament.

-~

Schmidd stetes, in an article, that if one uses other than wine
in the Sacrament he must prove it is "fruit of the vine." The act of
breaking the bread at the Lord's Supper is not essential,.

" MV (1925), 225-26,

Schrocder asserts, in an article; that the zct of breaking the =
bread is not essential in the Lord's Supper. He also sgys that the
bread is flour and water; the wine is fermented, intoxzicating; "wine,
{fermented wine, must be used." ithout the wine there is no Lord!s
Suppere T VI (1926), 65.*

Kretsmann declares, in en article, that in the Sacrament of the
Alter we are to use only bread amd wine - we are not to experiment.
M IX (1929), 321=-35.

Kretenam affirms, in an article, that in the Lord's Supper the
bread may be unleavened or leavened; regardins the wine - it is possible
to mix it with water for 4/@u« . cTi 1 (1939), 321-30,

Laetsch states, in an article: ". « « substituting a different

element. « o N0t celebrating the Lord's Sacrament, but a blasphemous
perversion of a divine ordinance." CRi X (1939), LOi-15,

The necessity of recelving the Sacrament.

Schroeder, in an orticle, asserts that we can enter aternalﬂ]ii‘e
without ever communing. ™ VI (1926), 65.

Kretzmann, in a book review, declares that saying that the Church

service is not complete without the Lord's Supper is going beyond
Scripture. T vIiI (1928), 192.

“Contained in series of articles beginning pp. 65, 103, 165, 194,

all in same volume.




