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CHAPTFR X

LUTRODY

oTION

This sbtudy 1la ccensioned By tho Paef Shat the fourth
chapter of the treatise "ls iinitate Lececleslas," written by

the Dlishop of Unrthage, &t. Cyprian, about 251 A.D., has

comwe Jdown o ug in two quite ditTerant forms,.

Ung varsion

asparantly bUases the unity of the Church In explilcit terus

on the nrineey of Peter ovsr and above the authority of

other bilshops, while the other version spsaks in more cau-

tious and genepral terns of Feter as a symbol of unity and

sowaer in which 21l bishops share 2qually.

Pollowing VYan dan

Tynda who, in tum, follows Basiffcl, the first-named foram

shall be referred %o ss A and the second as §k1

5. Ymn den Bynde,

"La Double EBdltiecn du le If

lnliste de
Z. Cyorien,’ Dowa [A'igtoive Zeclesiasticgus (Louvain, 1933).

In varallel golumns the twe editions of chanter iV are re-

preduced ag followald

]
an

Probatlo st ad fldem faecllis
compsiiio veritatis.

Loguitur Dominuas ol Fetruamd
Lo tipi dieco, inowuli, qula
tu es Fetrus, et super latam
petran aedificabo eecleslinn
Beea, et portae infercrum nold
wvincent esm. Dao $ibi claves
rognd easlorun: et gquas lipn-
veris super terran erunt li-
xgate of in onellis, i Guse—-
cunvile sclveris suner terran

L4
Probatic sst ad fidenm facilis
compandlc veritatls,

Loduitur Dominus ad Jatrums
o tibl dico, ingult, quila
tu es retrus, et super istam
potran asdificabo sccleslan
neamn, st portas inferorus ncn
vincent e2am. Jabe tibl claves
regnt caslorum: =% quae llga-
veris suver terram erunt ll-
gate 2% in caslls, et quue-
cumiue aclveris super terram
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L% will be well to voint out the prinelnal diffsrences.

Text Il atates that Chrict bullds

though after His resurraction le

erunt acluta ot in coelis,

resurractlonam
“apee OVeER NenS.

%% eidem »noat
sunm dielif:

super unun asdiflieat eccles~
iom et 1111 muescendas oves
sandat suas.

% quamvis apcatolia omnibus
post regurractionem suanm
naresn tribunt ~otestatem

unas tansn onthedrpn constistu-
it et unitatis originen

atqus rationsn

sua auctoritate dleposult.

oo erant ukious ot ceterl
apestolldl quod fult Petrus,

ged oprimatus Petro datur

2t una eocleala ot cathedrs
una nonstretur. It pasterss
sunt ounes Fad grex unue oow-
tenditur gui ab anecstolis Oofie
nibug wnanini conssnsions
pascatur

Hlane 2% Fauli unitadem oul non

iz Chureh on cno, and

gave equal cower to all the

armnt soluta % in caslis.

Zuper wnun asdlfleat ecclesw
iaw,

ot quenvis aposteiiaz omnlibus
nost resurrectionem suzn
paran notestaten tribuat et

ileat: Sleut misit me pater
et ego mitte vos. Aceciplite
epiritunm aanctumi: si cuiua

ranizeritis peccata, rsnite
tontur Ailli; a2l cuing fen-
ueritis tensbuntur, tamen ut
unitaten

nanifeataret

unitatis eiusdem originem
ab uno incipisenten

gun anctordtate disvosult,

Hoe orant utique ct ceterd
anostoll guod fult Fetrus,
parli consortlio prasdltl =%
honeris &% potestatis

ged exordium ab unitate pro-
flcioelitur =% unn scclesia
Cheistl wvnn .« « « Zonstre-
tUP. -« ol e

cuad wnan ecelesian etlan in
eantico canitlcormun goiritu
sancto a@x perscna domini de-
signat et dicit: Una eat
colunba mea, narfecta nca,
uns eat matrl suae, elecsa
genetrici suzdg.

Hane « » « 2calagice unitoe-
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epostles, yet Tor the osurpose of deronstrating unity He de=
terained by Hiz autherity to have the scurce of that unity
bagin with one individual. ¥Yhat Peter was, the other apos-
tlee were likswise, endowed with an equal vartnershis of
hoener and nowar., However, the Deginning nroceeds Trom
wmity, 8o that the Church of Chrlat may e shown tc be one,
Let no one believe he has the falth whe does not accept this
urndty of ths Church. Let no ong cleinm %o be in the Church
who atands in opposition to the Chureh.

Tex®t A, on the other hand, contains a nunber of signlfi-
cant addltions. First of all, there is the statement that
aiger lils rosurrvection cur Lord said to Pekeri: Feed ny
gsheap, and entruste:l to him ¥His shaeen that are to bs fed,
furtharanors, secording to this version, Christ not only dexole-
strated tho unity ef the Uhurch, but also eatabllished a
single episcopal chalr {unan gothsdran gonstituit). Tho ag=-
sertion concarning the eguality of all apostles is wsslkened
by %the inegertion of the phrase: JSut the primacy is given %o
tptepr, mnd the one Church iz eguated with the one chalr. A

tenet, tenere se fidem cradlt? tem «ul non tenet, tenars se
fidem crsdlt?

Gui cathedranm Petri ouner guam ol ecoleslae renifitur
Tandata ecnlesia ast deserltd, et resistis,
in scelenin se esse confidlii? in ecclesis ge esse confldii?

Of, Tawerdi YWhite Henson, Gynrdan, His Life--fis Times--iilg
vepk (London: ‘oeuillan & Co., LTD., 1877}, Apvendlx 5, po.
349 ., for s critlesl ccsparison of the two verslions, cofle
plete with variant readings from the mauuscrists.
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1% would be a gross anachronise %o invest Cypriants "nro-
Aoman” words wlth the ideas of the "iddle Ages and the Vat-
ican Council. liowaver we internret Cyprian's utterances on
the gathedra of Pefer, they cannot be made %o elgnify o
priorlty of rank or autherlty.

It wos parfectly patural that the Church at Rome should
v2 honored and that the bishop of Rome should share in that
hicnor, Of all the churchas eliher founded or served by the
vary apestles of our Lord, the Roman Church was the only one
in the lestern world, Rome had enjoyed the labors nct only
of ot, Feter, snokesman of the apostles, but alsec of the
sreat adestle 5%. Paul, Home was the urbks agternsa, the ine-
couparable world elity o’ the world empire. Home was the |

oldest Sea of the %est, the scolasia '.‘Jging;galgg.lg ihe was

L708. Puller, ope. git., e 51:  “Hut what dees S. {yprian
exaotly mean, when he dssoribes the Fomnn Chureh as the 'ggr
alogip orineionlis, unde unitos sagepdotalls pxorta gat?’ i
nave no doub® that he means that the Roman Churen is the
notherechurch of itely and Africa, vhence the whele enlsco-
nnte of those counteles ig derived, The word 'srincipalls!
iz uged by African writers in the genze of anclent or pri-
mevels SO Tertulllian, wishing tc state that truth cones
first and falsshood aftormvards, contrastz the 'principalltas
veritatia' with the 'posteritas mendacitatis®; in other worda.
the 'antiguity of truth?® with the 'lateness of falsshcod.'!

The 'scclesia prineinalls' is the priseval church, the
mother-ghureh; in %he words of 2. Irenasus, 'that very ancient
ehureh, founded at Rome, '* (Cf. ‘ha ulsousaion or orrinel-
nelis® by Sdward Yhilte ~anson, Cyordon ﬂ iis ©
Hls York {(London: Maguillan & Go. Ltd.. 397 pn. 53? g 3
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indesd the mager of mcmz" of a considarsble porticn of
ifrican, Itallan, Snanish, “ritish, and even of many Gal-
liesn churches. It would have besen nasa2ing strangpe AT thils
narfscetly historieal pre-enlnence had net elicited e degree
of deferentisl acknovledgement from the daughter and hine
teriand sess, - Furthercors, 1t wss only atating a Tact
whan Uyosrian, like his ranowned compatriot z2nd "anacl o
Tertulllan, bsfors him, declared that 1t was 2t. Peter
whease srand confssslion our lord ascknowledged with the counter-
avitewent, "Iu gz Fetris, ete.” And though the Lord sub=-
sequently “invested® all the apostlss, He did, as a matter
of recori, 4o it flrest for Peter, The sﬁposition and impilie
cations of this %text are net in the scope of this study., I
iz to be doubted whether Gyprian himself saw the full ln-
nlleaticns of his use of the text.

The vrivacy, then, that &f, Cyprian ascribed te St.

Feter and the current incumbent of the gathesdrs Fetrl is not

5933. hivr, 3, to Cornelius, AUF ¥V, 3227 ". . . we have
exhorted thenm to ncknoviedge and held. the roef and matrix of
the Uatholiic Church." But in .the samne context, a few lineag
farther on: ", . . we decided., . . ."  See also Ep, 41, 1,
to Cornslius, Ibid., ». 320: “But since the obstinate and
inflexible pertinecliiy of the adverse party has not only re=-
jected the bosom end the embrace of its root and Mother . . .

‘1%11man. on. eif., p. 87: “"ilor, so long as Certhags
and Fowme were in amity =nd sllianee, «did Cyprisn seruvle to
aduits (me Carthoge could not bDut own der inferlority %o
iuperial Home) o kind of prluascy, of dignity at least, in
ths Metronolitan Bishop. Cf. Zp. LE, 2, AuF ¥, 3253
¥, ., . since Hows {rom her greatness elolnly ocught to take
precedsnce of Usethage, . . .* Of. Zenson, op. git., 2. 192.
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¢ ba construed az one of superlor rank or jurisdlction. 1€
1s rather to bLe rsgarded as a historlicsl, chronological
primaeyi®2 St Cyorian's thesis 1 that the Unlty of the
Chureon 19 to be malﬁtnined at 2ll ceste, To thlzs end, every
wetaphor or illustration that Jeripture or resscn night suge
seast could ve employed. The fact that our Lord first sing-
lad out 5%, Feter furnished a most appropriasise illuatration
of the theme of unity. Thus 5t. Feter bzecame a symbol, a
reprasentative, of the cne, united espisconate.

‘Athel, 5t Oyprisn's vowerful hierarchical emohazls and

the use he made of Hatthow 186 for illustration introduced a

““Evpe 73, 7, AWF ¥V, 381: fFor first of all the lLord
gave that vowsy to FPeter, uson wiom He bullt the Chureh, and
whence lHe gnueointed and showsed the scuree of unity., « « «

And after the resurrection, alsc, He sneaks to the anostlea,
saying. . « « Phence we nercelve that only they who are set
over the Church. . . " ©€f, Puller, op. cli., ». 8&, note

5: "In the whole treatilse [Le lnitate Egcl. ] there is not a
single word about any necullar authorlty slther in 3¢, Feter
or in the Yioman gee. Peter, asg the first-chosen avcatie, 18
historically the first bishop, nnd sc the commencouent of ths
aniscepnte, nnd conssgquently hse is o fltting symbel of the
unity of %he Church.” For a good sumamary on the naturs of
Peter's nrinscy, see Sartoli, op. git., pp. &3 £f. Of. . H,
Flotsche and Jd. Te Hueller, The Higtory of Christisn Log-
trine (Surlington, Iowa: The Lutheran Litsrary Board, 1945),
fe Lil. “uasten, on. eif., p. 374, concedes the validity of
these arguuents and coneludss: “Thus he (Cyorian] under-
atandis Hatth., 16, 18 of the whols eoplacopate.” Ibld.:

", . « Uyprian doass not recognize a primacy of Jurisdiction
of the bilshop of Rome over his collesgues.” Ibid.: "If he
refuses to the bishop of Home any higher npower to malntaln by
lerisletion the sclldarity of which he is the cenftre, it
must b3 because he regards the prlpacy as one of honor andg

the biehop of Rome as a pricus inter psres.”
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new coneent inte the deetrine of the Chureh,®? of the im-
pllicntlons of which the energetlic blahop was himself prob-
ably not avare, Heneeforth, the Church was no longar
siuply the community of Christ's holy neople, tut Christ's

aeople mited with sand under the lawful blshop.zu

“36eeb@rg. op. git., p. 1E8k: "Me have thus witnessed
o nomontous transfTornation ln the general concentlon of the
Church,” Of, gunra, Chapter IV, note %. Fr, 2aethgen,
Paoettun,” Die Heligion in Jeschichte und Zegenwawt, iV
{Tuabingen: J,., C. 3. Y“ohr, 1930)i “"Cyprians Segriffe
primatug Zefel und cathedra Zetrl laufen 1ln seinsn Konse-
guenzen der ceyprianischen ldee aineg lLlehesbundes gleichge-
ordinater Slschoefe entgegen . » « anthlelt absr den zu-
runftaschweren Godanken, {daaz der roemiesche Slshof als der
wachffol ser des Petrus auf der Xathedra der Inhaber von
dessen Schluesselgewalt sel. In Jedenr Falle werden an
dleser Stelle nun ®ml% voller Deutlichkelt dle ersten Keltw
glner theoretischen Ssgruendung des rosnischen Frimgtan-
apruches gichibar,®

Eaéeaherg, ov. ¢i%., loc. eif, YHoyer, go. cif., loc.




CHAPTER ¥

THE UBE OF CYPRIANIC GQUOTATIONE

IN THE LUTHERAN COWNFEDEIONS

A tueber of quotations frowm, and allusions to, the
writings of Ut Cypirlsn have found shelr way into owmr Lu-
theran Confesslons.+ Only those nesed ecncern us here that
denl with the gusstion of epilscopnl power. 'e note the
following:

l. In the Smslecald &rticln;f;EI::iﬁiZ;g;;r arpgues thed
the nope iz the head of 2ll Christendem neither by divine
right nor asccording to the Yiord of CGod, but only the blshop
or nastor of the Church 2t "ome and of theose who voluntarily
nleee themselves under his rule, This is not = submission as

te a lord, but one that 1s at the ssne tims an association

with hilm as of Brethren and colleagues. In support of this

1411 voferences to the Confessions are %o Pis Eekenng-
nigschriften der evanzellsch-lutherischen Kirehe (“oettingen:
vandenhosck & Suprach%, 1952),

Augsbury Uonfession, Art. XXII, 5, page 85 and note 3.
Apology, ARII, 5, page J2%.

sugsburg Gonfessicen, XX1II, 25, pags 9l.

Apology IV, 322, page 222,

Apology RXX, 2, page 317.

Formula of Concord, 3.D. Vii, 37, page 983.

Avpendldx, oage 995.

in nddition %o these COyorienic references, none of
which have aany lunedinte Learing on cur atudy, thers are sev-
eral which are dipsctly vertinent and which ara discussed
sbove lu the text. &I. zlso iafrs, netes 2 If,
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2%
contiention Lusther refers tc the mnclent counclls and alao
to 55 Cyprian'e custom of addressing Pope Cornslius as “Bro-
thew, &

Z. Melanehthen, in his “fractatus de notastate 2% ori-
Aatu paose,” paragranh 14, discuases the sweeplng povers
wilch the pope has arrogated %o himself and then procseds %o
nrove that these clains are fales and impious. 1In the firet
slaee, they are refuted by derinture and, aecqn&ly. VY ol
clent chuech history. In this connzction he asdverts to the
ancgient custom, observed both in the Fast znd in the Hast,
of eleciing the bishons for each resgpsctive locality. 3t.
Crorian is intreduced by a lengthy auotatlon from his letteor
to Felix snd Aslius.”? lYers Oyprian deolarass it %o be in ace
cord with Cod'g commsnd and apcstolic custom to slect bishops
by the vots of nelghbvoring bishops and in the presencs of the
neonle whom $hey ave to serva.u

7. In poragranh 27 of the Trectatug Melanchthon apaln

eitea uf. Cyorian, this time with special reference tc the

Zﬁie amkgnntnggggaylfggg der evanielisch-juthociachen
827: "

Pirvehe, on. glf., D. Hodie verc nullus snlscoporun
audet oapam nominare fratres, ut asetats Cyoriani factunm est.”
ioid., note 1l

3._!,"?;,1_.&. » Do L?%, note Z.
uihlﬂ.: “Sie enlm ait Cyprianus . . . 'propter quod
Giligenter de divina Sraditions et apostellca observations
asepvandun =8t ot tenendum ., . . ut enlscopi ejusdesn orovinclias
spovial gquigue conveniant o% eniscopus delligatur plebs prasg-—
sente. '
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glgnificance of listthew 16, 18 f. ielanchthon insists tha%
cur Lord's words %o 5%, PFater canno® b2 construsd $o mean
the bullding of the Church on the perscn or authority of
Fater, but on the mlnlatry of the confession which Feter
made concerning the person of Christ,” Thia, says lelanoh-
thon, was the Interpretation of many holy Tathers, such as
Origen, Ambrose FPseswio-Ambreose , Hilary, Dede, and also
Cyprian.® 7This allusion to Cyprian is of immediate interest
to us at thla nloce, boocause Melanchthon 1s zpparently think-
ing of the treatise De linitate. in the opinion of Ur. Volz,
the editor of thic secticn of the Bckenntnlgschriften, this
uresusposae the use of text 21 Vieoc grant utigue gt casteri
2o0ptell, uuod fult Petrus, narl censortic osraeditl et
Zonoels cf potesfatis, sed sxordiug sb nalists aprofisglbur,
ut seclasis Chrds$ld unp monstratur. ¢

In the 1light of what was said of Cyprian's general
crientation, 1t wonld seom that the refersnces tc hls works

in thess contexte of the Confessions are _é Rropos. Thay 4o

51h1ﬂ., pe 879 *lideo zlloquitur sum Lamguan ministrun
'SJuper hanc uetramn,! 1d est super hoe minlaterium.” .

élbgg.: 4%t hoe modo non de psraona aut auctoritate
Fetri interpratantur pluriml ex sanctis patribus hanc sen-
tentianm: 'Super hanc netram,.*?

?rhat is: Uhnt Peter was, that alse the rest of the
avoptles were, endowed with an equal »artnership beth of
honor and of nower; bDut the baginning proceeds from unity,
that the Chureh of Chrlst may be shown ss gne. G, ibld,,
ne 4%%, notes &, )
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net, indeed, support the idea of & toctal democracy, nor dld
the sixteenth ceantury Heformars coperate wlth such & concent.
The spproval of the "glsbs prae o' 28 well as the ad-
miseablility cof its nrotest, secemns to be implisd., Yet the
neonle aa sugh 4Ald not have the initletive in the election
of the Dishoap.

To sun up, 1% appears that while 571, Cyprlian moved on a
ddane of entire eguality with all hils ecc-bighops, snd in
this sense exercised a kind of democratic independsnce iy
censpectn Somaa, vet in hisz own domaln he was thoroughly
sutocratic. Filrat, last, and always he was guided by the
vrlaociple of éaiaeopal anthority, as a symbol and guarantae
of the unlity of the Church. "Ths whels heart of the great
pishop waz bound up wilth thiles idsa. 1In it coneentrad all

he slemente of hiz religlions thought and feeling. He had
the Jjuristic, logical bent of a Homan., Tertulllan was his
instractor. He had a wara heart. He was fanatlcally de-

votad to the hisrasrchy, and ha loved Christ. "8

©r0inhold Seebeng, Textbook of the History of Dectrines,
tranglated by Charles Z. Hay (Grand Feplde: Baker Book
House, 1954).
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