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81:i-..BamU'll D'lll glwe us the eam, plotuze CD the omm1aont. ,. 

It ie wall lmom tbat the neroeat effOZ'ta or the, Chr1at1en 
~ ""'S lcms :tailed to abolish the par.rormuc,e ot heathen 
~9:ttea :t., oouzrtr., places. 'l'hey surri"Nd the waatem l!mpire 
for G'ffl3:ra't1one, and v.,l,J12lmi dnotion vaa �~� a~ V9iilm4 
'f'ra:ll tt.e cult ot tlie heathn. gods :tal aom.oas by the cult or 
't'te sn.1nte m:r4 ~. '.rh8 c01m011s of the a:1:th and 
BS"i81lt....11 ceatm-1es aro et111 ~llad to la1moh their! am-

-tMmao asatrwt tho linsw!.118 Ntaw :rm,_ stonN 8114 tmes 
anrl fCT.mliains end the p:raot:1ce ot the· i,lople Soins aa.t f1"0m 
moo to of'1'er m at to idol.a. ~ - proceea1oa ot Naana•llilte:r 
S.n hor oe, with i:ms1o s.14 dam:sina 1n th9 ol4 f'aeh1on 811QDS 
tl!3 f'!eltls m>il. vi~ of Au-tun 1n tlie fourth Ccmt'ln7 vaa 
aboUmhod b~ t!le zea1 o~ B1eho;p S1mplio1u • • • • In the 
B:12:bh cen~-ur.v tto vmEl!i p of ea old Oeltic t'81t:,, 1clont1t1ed 
:f.n r,opal&r B:,ncret 1an 't.--i.tb ».l.amt.,~Ull at"tncted mowtls ot 
do'vot.oos :tn the 2'-esf tm of 'l'rc>'V&B. 

l: e slwll. no-t:lco :in detmil ae w S"~ the wrioue olEs,n.•t;s or Chr1at1aa 

piety !a.CM tmse »S£SA al.Eml\imto cc:mt1mzad to ma1nta1n thomselvos • 
. 

Ax!.otli.a~ foUl!!ilat i ol'! of esr~ Ohr'le1;1B,D p~ that de.o83:'18D apec,1al 

attent:tou :ls 1-ts e:n..,p14U8is on i.he Old. 'l'eatamnt. Xt 1s d.ifflcult ti.: 
. 

a.e-tG211'itf.n., w crtlwr thS.a ~ !e detem111.ed tho p1e+q or ,.,l'Je1iher tilG 

ortc:,lna-l r.ssan piet7 m, i t m:>VOd over mto Qne1a·t1an11?7 was natuzoaU-r 

�~� congenial t o the pfet7 of the Old. !rastament. '!o 41BO'IISB this 

e1t.phasis i n detail e.t th1D point would OB.1".17 us tbroa,sJi to the en4 of 

tl1.o paper. Ve ahall. cnl3" point Ollt the m.1a f'Gatmos hera. The tmm 

t."ill :rooncnir thr01.13hout ··the papw. 

ASJ 't."8 wozolmrl ti'l:a:'ougb t1- sources w eapec1•~ wtcsh84 ror raf'er­

enc~s to the Soriptures. I-t vas vera :lntezost1ng w DOte tm Jlf.NSSR' 

number of t11ma that the Rev ~'tan:lmt _. 1uotec1 !D :relAt1on to tbD 

nt,mE1'0V..9 t!ms that the 01..4 !'ea~ vaa uoe4. 30 Be Biblical. book 

-------
298. D-1111 .9!!• •• , PP• 262-3. 
3°i,v.,.t,o eapecia1]t _!!!.! Works ,!!!1 ouaaa (London: Henry G. Bohn, l.8Jl8) • 

Aleo Jocel1nus, ~- ~-, XXV. Also Aaser, Annala g!, �~� :Re1e:n o'f Alfred 
the Great (London: Hem-,1 G. Bohn, 18118). See f'urther S1don1us, Lettera 
(Oxford: The Cl.arerulon Presa, 191,) , CXXII. . 
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:rof\v..red to most 't:7lm the Paal.tor, vldch was used roSQlari., 1n ,am,hs1:p 

sue. espoo1s.~ -:tD the D&ODBSter1ea. It 1o cnl,7 'Z1A'tlm.11 that it aholll4 

becom:, tha inspiration 'for D1Ch p1flt7. S1do:dus v.rttaa t1e :f'ollovins 

concnuii.,S a ncbl.e frlen.-\ o't his: 

m.a its en 1ndu:P$noe wh.1.oh doos not spoil, a :pmti.UDS:lt vith­
mtt bwtallt.y., e to~ 88Verii;y, stem but mrn,r 4:Nadf'\11. 
t·J1th all ·thia h0 is 4 ze.au]Ar roa4v ot the Soriptu:res; Mell 
at ma~~ t1ms3 110 &niJ<)ya th1o nu~ or t.he ecul.. ~ Btu• 
dies tm Psalms, and 18t ~ b'equen.tl.'7'. oh8uta ~• 

. .,!ach of the t.'10'118ht of Gftl!P%!8 at !r~ about 'the var.tous Jlrank1sh 

k:t~.sc ,res :.~lded 'by ths historic~ books of the Old !'eotamont. Grttsor.r 

:le ai't.E21 a·t vorda 'to i;rrove, ea the Biblical. vrit.er, tbat God blssaes 

·;:,iw So::Jf! EU'ld. i,"'lmishs~ tm erii. Be tb:Sn'ka of God as being with t.128 

Id.~ of i;he J'zoank:s es Ke '\.'EIS with tbe Idnge of Israel. because tho 

k!~ o-Z tte l'.rnDkc were still fiaht1us the Lc>zia• e battle ewn thouah 

tb3 nat'l.\.lD. had bE:GD ~,. :t.raal Otmaen1 te to paean, fr.:m Baal. WOl'BblpfA"O 

-to P..riflZlK. He G:nGe a1P-!BIIDr'l.s:es a ld.Dg•a aot1T11;J' with: 

Goo dtl'!q oubdu.ed his ewmd.ea 'ltJJ&n" his bml4, and. ~ 
his domn1on; oinoa the ki"-'J wllmtl 1dth an upr.1.aht be~ 
ba:f"ora Bbl, 3ml d1d tl:lat ,dlioh was ploas:ms in Kia e;yee. 

~ae two :tnf'lwmaes, thB OllG 'from the ol4 Genlmic ~gions, am. 

tm ot.ur-Jr froDl tm Ohl Teato:.Dmt, mther than thG Dew 5.'estmsnt, azoe 

detGm:Inr;1.tivs tea •1;h.e Chr!st:lan piotv' of tm ear'.q Nlddls >.gee. 



mAP.i!illB DX 

'l'llE PD.L'I 'B TD GERW.J!IC PZCJPIZ?B 

Part II: Be>liete 

The f1mt eepsct o'Z Gezme.nio piety tha't w aball SU1"l'8J' 1a, vlJat wa• 

mish·t te:m., coamol.ogy-•for want o-r a better ,;or4.. It saes nth011t ~118 

ta·t tho 'Hl'itero we ccmaul.ted ba4 no place reserved 1n their th1Dk1q tor 

~t :la toda.y called oos.~l.~. Wbat wa nmn haze 1a their ro11g1ou 

th11lk1ng concormus tm i,owrs and f'orces of 11:stve and espeo1al.l1' tb91r 

t:i10t1.Sht1S oonoemins C-o:l am Ji:le nlst1on to the p78l'S at the umwrae. 

If' a. p. vae to 'be wonb:!.pped amons the paaaus, 1t vas neooosU7 

that ·tl\l,l'S 'bo aoY...:o one 1n the g'roap to vhom the power of 1ihat go! 111 ISOi!B 

m'.tas· .. tl'8 hsd been ~d. The paaan "t..a& not in:tc:Ji.~tc,d in a coueptus1 

e--od. God h3.d to set., and act :tn e. vaq cuts1de tho 110l'dor o-r utUN" ao 

that t.bcre could be no m1etaldng that 1 t vaa the pl Yho vaa m't1ns. 

lJ'hen t.be ea.rly Ch?.~eti.an m1se1onar1ea :approached. t:beee pooplo, tlley had 

·to nho-.1 tl\01& tho.t t.heir Ood was a terribl,y powar.ful God. This became, at 

leaat eecol'Uing to the Chron1ol.eq, the besic e.pp:rca:,h er? +.m earl,1' Cllria­

t:1au toacl'!IBr amons theso peo:9le. tihen Oo4 1~ spoken af in the Cbrmdol.ea 
. 

by SJJ'3 of ~'D aotom involved.., m, :!.a se14an porb~ &1 a lovius fatber, 

but 1"8thtt as the rLll.Gr af the wd'98rBe v1th powr to at'ta1n lits vill 

amons uimi. Ve :note this in_ the p;:reacldng o'f Ssint Patrick wo VB1'm4 

that bis God ,ias thB Qc4 vho nla4 tm f'ozves of nature, i;bat ld.a God 

damna:ted heawn am all that 1a abow 8Dll 'belov • "Be 1mpifts- all, Be 



25 

Q;Uiol:ens all., llo dominates a11, Be supporta all. 1133 :tt 1s ~ a:tter 

SII.J'iZIS this th9.t h8 prooeeds to speak ot one lilho 1a •oo-etemal v1t!a the 

J'atber. Demel., Bieht,p .of W1uchester, attempting to coach om, of h1a 

.stw!.GIDts c r.m.oemiug utbcds ~t ap:prosohing the ~., b961m in tba EIID 

lmnne.>r. Be uses what we reoaU f'.ram Aristotle as tm, oosm:>logloal ep-

1".Ymt for the oxistenoe of God. :If' thie was uot S"J0098S:f'Ul. t.hare was 

aJ.i:•n-ve s.,iotlwr a::pprosch t!le.t vas B1m1L.~ but Ji101"Q tellillS. '!he heathen 

·~ a.sL."'ed ~o show 'the m1ss1011.EU.7 1abat h&ppent)d beto%18 their pagau gods 

e~ into enetence. A final blow was te~ vith ~ eaaert1on tbat 

"the Ch't'>ietie.ns :p0SG8£SS the :f'ertilB lJm48 ••• end :llllW Lott tho hea~ 

'td.th tllsir goda onl.3 the fi'ozeu lsadJJ'."31' TMs of oo,,u,:-..e Jl!lde the pagan 

appear -r!d1CiZl.ous. Se.int Alban., in the tim of D1oclet1en, npprcached 

., a pse:o.n j~ 'ir.tth the atatEJmim"h th.et !ze vorsh1.pp,d the Oftatw or tb9 

·uo1•l.d 1':'h':i~ ~s ~ ":JO.T-5111:ppad ml;y dl!,v11s 'WhQ e.lm3g VS.th him V011ld 

· e0 to Ke1l. on ~ f'1nal d§.W. 35 T'• Vom:rabl& nedE> rscor4!l a lattor t!lat 

S\,\pp:,f.lE>.l~ ~ 'WZ'1tton b7 Pop!! '.Bom:tace_ (62, A .. D.) to XiDS Edv11i1 of 

~ortllumbna. In this lett'Sr the po.pa beafns 1n tbe ae.m.11 mam:an-. Be 

c!,G(:!ks o~ the Cbriat1s.:>. God as the Cl."Sator amt ~ of the um.verse. 

The God •rto vham. o.lso th~ m1@bts o'f enmtzs, and ·the p;,P."N of the .. -orld., 

ara sub·jeot, because tb9 bestolf"Cl. of all Idnsllcms 1s gNUted b;y ilia 

di.ep:,s1 t1on. 1136 

3_, S!J!• o1t., p. 139■ 

34ilcxlakin, ml• ~., P• 26'. Also Bu:q, 21?• 51tt., P• 9■ 
.35.maclea1astioal Jlistors., SE• ~-, J, v11. Also~ of 'l'ours, 

.21?.t; £!'!,. .. , !.!e (l!!J,. ~ s~ :ln the mmtth af OJ.otla1lda, 
but it ic· still that -tbin!dDS of Gzesm:7. 

36 :t Eocl@g1aat1oa1 JUa;ts,. n, :•. n:t, :n1 • 
- , 



26 

When Cbr.t.at is epolmn ot, it 1a e1the1" 1n tel'm8 s:lm11a.r to the 

51aem C:reed, o:r, ea th'9 Father, :ID 1;enaa ot 01'9&t10D or 3u4pent.Y'f 

Ilia saY1Dg "W:rk cm the oroaa io aeldom. ment1ons4. It 1a not implietl 

ho:re that tm., O~DS WB not part ot tbe PJ,"'8&0b1123 ot th1B ere., but :1!81'9~ 

tllet :l:t sel4om ®cure 1n the ~oles. :tn e"nll.uatill6 the piev, this 

uould :tmply that Chr.lut tm :redeemr ms aeoon4ar:I to Chr.Ist. the Nlor 

ot th31.a11veres.38 

While 'th!o pa:pc,r 4cee not propost) to &\Bal. ,dth concepts the.t occur 

in tho y~ of tho OWJ., i..e =~ note a few 1m1e;hts :ln the Se.z:on 

B1l1and Gl:'.d the 1'\ngl.0-Scxcn Caedrrum. Both ot tmse p0fll'lS iDtcmd to 

pnmpb;raec, tho B1bli,oo.l eto:ri.aa. :ID doing thta 1t 1a .int81'9at1ng to 

n o hot7 :pagan 1d&:a.G '-"9N auperi!JlP'Oaed up.on the storiee of om- Lom •a 

J.1:i'e. c..~amon • s -gooma nw. Qcd ap;pea:r ae tho "oh1ef or Thet.12B" 1D tu 

QGnsai r:. Eleooun·i;. Satan h8a his c,.'11, stat.rang rota1no1-s,'' and be boasts 

that t.he~ ,1111 not fail him in fl?liJ' nsht. 'l'ho V'hola e'V811't of creation. ia 

:.t•ict11.Nd 12G a grGa.t war.tare in which tlJe wol» 0J:0at1on is mvolved. 39 
. 

l'n 'the l!elle.nd the GOJ!!I!) ~1el. and Te\1.tc.uio s p:L."""it is obvious: 

Chriet 1c the kins, 'th•l disciples e.l"S Kia tb.eilee 11h000 dutv :le 
to stand by thoir 11.:ml. to the death; m, ~ them vlth the 
prond,aed r.tcmG of heavan, o:mell1Ds the ea:L"thli'7 Sor.ids bamtovad 
by other ldnss. In~ ''bst!'a1'81" tbo7 olose a~ their Lo1"d 
as.yins: "Wne it they will, miahtJ' Io:ri\ ot ours, that ve ohould. 
eat ui,w thea w:1.th a OPEJD1", aJ.adl.,' WOlll4 ,.. otr.ilm and d.10 far! 
01.\'r 1am." Ou.t brol~ tbO s:;rath of the 9 re2dy a,~" S2.mn 
Peter; he could not speak for al'J(Ill!oh tc th1ntc tit-at h1e lard 
should bo bcr'imd. ADg,.w:11,y oti."04o the bolc1. lmish,t bef'oro his lmd, 
di~wr hie wapon, tho sw:,.,1 b;f his side., and smote the meeat foe 
with !!light of' hams. Be~ his f't.lrylallll4 the spurt;it1g blood tbs 
peopls :f'led tenriq the m.~•e bite. O 
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This martial char&cter doea not ooour as obviousliJ' 1D the Cbraa101Be. 

At the B81lD t-11!118 it ie evidlmt tbat th1a ·sort ot tMnk1ns ta beh1Dd tl2e 

acticms or var.toue kings. Both in the Vensnblo Bec1e amJ. 1n Gzeaor, ~ 

'!'ours• note J1!NV ocoUTBnOea vhe1'8 Geel or Ollriet 81'9 thaoght C1l ea beins 

eithex, lead.era in battle or o.t · leaat giving victor.,. l'n ma.,- ouea ~• 

d.ciiuimrlil'Jd a nan• a oonversion.. . To be e. 0.lzr1Bt1an vnB 'DOt thouaht ot ea 

be:Z.ns & chsns,a ,of oluJ.:ao~., but :rather as Z\30e1v1ng sam ot thst :powr 

c,f God ~rh1oh wuld give one v1ctor,r over ~•e emm.es. Over ml4 over 

aea1ii •.e aro told o~ a kiP-8' 1fl1o beo.azg a Chria"t!an because 1n th1a wq be 

WllU.l.d ati.ai n victor.,. Often the k1ms vould IJZ"(n1se ~11' to beeama a 

Ohr!at inn 1:f' he ws aiven victor.,. 01,;>via, accord1ng to Greaor., or Tours, 

1s sup:pooed to have oaid +~ fol.lmf1ng: 

Jesus Cm.•lat, IJ!hou that art ••• se.i:d to gb~ aid to those 111 
dia:t1!:'eeo., to srsnt viotoz,y ·to ·lillaae thet hope 1D ~, l en.treat 
fOJ.'" a devout l1eart the sl.017 of~ m1ocrour. It !t'hou srant 1119 
victor., over thE:IGG eD.$"1'..:d.es, ana OJ:P!)r1onoe conftrm t.lw:t IJ01,"'U' 
vl1.1oh the people dod.ioatea -to Tlq m ol.a1moth to have !Q."O'V8Cl, 
then vill I also b3liow cm Thee and be baptised in !i.'.biY mum. 
I: have caUed UPQZl rq own a<>4&., but hew 1o lU"(>Oi" that tbo1' ha'ft> 
1dtharavn themselvos frQm mlp:ltJS n,,; v".d01"8f'ozre I 'b$l1eve that 
they have

4
io pwer, einoo they came not to the auccow.• ot t.'l,f,1r 

BEli1"Vmlte • 

Kine i:a'tdn suppos~·maae -t.."'ia Smnf) sort ~ deal with Bishop 

Paul:lmm. 42 t:J'hethsr thcGCi> kings actual~ Daid the vcn-ds that C'9 ~ 
into t..b11::' z=uths by the h1stor1an. 1s a 41ffioult qw:>at1on. B1n w IBWlt 

~11 tbat .these historimm t!lomae1vea wrote c1ur1DS thEi por1c4 ~ t~ 

thst 'I;~ have UD4oZ' CODS1d.ers.t:i.on., and theN:rore bot.h "L-riter an4 rea4er 

llla,l'&gorsJ, .2Jl• g_1j;., 2:21 (30). Also 2:20 (29), ·3:28. 

lf2Ecc.11esi&~ca1 Jlis-tgrg. II, ix. 
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ms~ bave l.abmet. under tbia sort or t.hoas)rt. :Et 1a vbat vu aleht call 

pBQBDism cb:'0ese4 up in Cbr1.at:laD clothes. 43 

ens Ti..."t'61n lfm7 Nem:lngJ.r plsyecl a l!dDOJ:O rolD 111 the tb1a!dns of 

tbem> poople. ftougb her name oocura at tl-■, she does not aeem. to lJM9 

'beelD ~W?'Od as a powr in t..bs oelsat1el. hieNN_, 'IID't11 the t1mB ~ 

BeDaOJ.ct Biooop (ci.700 A.J>.). It 1a mil¥ then ti.~ w flnd her a:p:pealed 

t~ ea tlt..o ~:.• anD. pm.yed to aa an 1ntercee801". 1a2I Sm 1B hel4 in 

hifld ?.ege:1!'4 b;y JoooU.DU. '-'he~ o'f Saint &intie:,ra evi&mt~ 

&i.w.11"Gt1 the purl~ ~ t!l& 'V1:r'.;1n n.!l Pl'f.Q"«1 to !181'; ma\ tbe se1nt hiaJelf' 

ooum..."Tt«ed hie d1ac1plse to 11ft' 1ll"0tectica a'b hie doath. 45 

Angels 81"8 also a p."lrt of 'tb.1.e 00!est1al hie1'8Z'Ol\T 1n Oenlisn1o 

(;J:13:-!st:lmi'ty'. '.fhey eZi.l thfJllgat of as :lnt&z&atier.lea ~ hc!. and mm. 

E s:lGoe ths,.r oocuronoe, 1n 'rl.R1ono, the7 appear m>3t Gften as tm be1nge 

uho ce.rJ."9 'tm 1>~ 8f'ter clD~th 1nto hea.wn. Ja6 'l'he ,msels 1:,-ere thmasht or 

r..13 w:S:ting :ln. the a!r to rooe:!w the <qins.11? OftE>D thG;v coalA 'be aeen.118 

'l'.be Aroha~"Gll IU.chdel o.pp,azed to D1Ghop Vllfrld end told Mm tha't he vsa 

to 'be s;:1ountec1. longer life. 49 !'hO ohild Cuthbert arton ccrrtm'B84 v1th ensols 

1'":L. 
11111, .e,;e. Cifu, 'I>• 397 • 

1
~
1
'Bco~a:1ast1ca1 Jl:la~. V, ::a:. See al.II~ Becle, Lipa st !!I! A'bbGj; 

.2.t U'eE?!tth g Jar,t"?W mw TOlo'"k and London: •~ms Lib~, 19!J1 , 
'DEU38ffl., . 

115 Jooelill1.1'91 .m?• ~•, I, III, XLII. 

JiGI.U'.m6.1 .I4f.2 o~ Sa:lrrt Dimap (:Bclinburt#U ~ton and. ])auglu, 
187!,), :a. 

l67iimu11us, Biator., .of th9 Britom 
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ana. his l.smb log vas cUNCl ~ one.5° Angels .oft.on came to h1m ·41a8111SG4· 

as msn. t:> test his p1&t7.51 ID t1m of var an a.ne,Dl appe81'94 to Bishop 

G::...,:!..l t~ t -ell him nO'b to ferut a1me he had pt anen 1'8U'II to u-ve.5? 

Az:t.othw "!P.fer tat :1S!:l"luel100d tl• Uvras ~ men 11BS tJm stan. 'RJ1eZ'9 

:ls no doubt but 'bbat P.atrolo,v we IXN,Ot1CGd 'b7 both Chl.-S.at1ml ·mul paarm. 

GreGQ:'7 of 2.'t)U..1'-3 snit the V6%10rabl.e Bede quot-s ~ "the aipa 1n tl1e 

hee.wina'' QS11n P..nd aga.1n. 53 ~r or not these vezia oonoe1:,ea. es llv­

:.tns fPJ;c0s Sa not possible to 4sterm.tn8 f'.raJ1 tho Oh.rqn:l.olss.; 

· i ~ the th17;1klna of t..~se Ji80"9le ~ he.cl to act 1n suoh a ~ tha-t 

tl' .. ~ paopla ooul4 seo ms action uitoout m1ataka. :t-t was 004, vho must 

G,tvo viotor.r, fen" 1.nstar.ca,; 1f' ire did ~ab 1mne ·was a1lt~ tho posa1-

l>:!11t;;r tlmt ths I.JeOj)le ~ l.'8Wrt to their old scas.,a& 
'l:'Aor.s ~ '!C!-1\V' ~ that this _i;owa:r ot Goel ooul4 be oal.JBd upon. 

For. ttc.c ffll:rl'l.at1eu a.t th:le t:lm!,, as .wll a:s far the pagsn, Cod ma.dB ms 
pm~r availabl.B tlrr:J-usb, a rnmiber o'Z awD,US~. !t'l:lere wre alwa;rs opae1al 

Pat1~ck, ~ M!n--t:!n of !l'Oll:M• t.Jh&thfto the• mu 1!01'9 des.cl or alive 414 

not m.!03 UN> mu.oh 41tt01~noe. It i;lJ87 waze aea4 their ~aws coctaiaed 

50 . . .. . .-. _ 
· Eoolgg1gt1ael .llists7:, 212• -9!1., J.V, ZIN11-3:Dii:1. &2 ~ ~ 

aa1.µt CJ&tlloerlL~ Dtll• Ali■, :a. 
-'~., VII. 

52aras:>r.r, 9.1!• o:tt., 4:,. 

~3nu!., 9:,1 6:34. Also F.oolee1aat1oa1 nstg:,;z, I, :az:t1. 

,i:Sl'pw o~peqia~ ib3 :f:l:ro·b chapters of ~•Ill, I,iqqJsi JM:t;ica1 
B:le'tor.rf. 
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pz-opmc7, rm~ o., re11oa, en4 1111raoles. These &l'9a8 CJ£ Comic piety 

w WO"J.14. CODS1dor at tbis po1at;. 

It was ·the ea1:rt.., vho vu the idea.1 not ~ 1n ethics but also 1n 

~r. ~a.otu;.1'. ~ wo:ioe not tlJ.e ~ :people to W0lll th1e sp!r1tual. 

pa-J".n- wara 51van, theJ" received e. .groat Bhm'e o~ 11.. In tho 970s at the 

paopla ta.~ r hel~. l)Otl8:r eno-J.Qh to do all aorta or m1raolee, to f'.'CIJ'l¥!id 

Id.n.ga, e.u:4. tea.oh m.th· BUthorlt1'• 

n. o . IJ.'aylor Be.gs in this veneration ot ~ saint a oont1nu.e.t1an of 

th~ tmd1t1on of the Su.ge-A. He 'tfZ'it&e: 

~\31'8 w-na no aesm bst,raan the P3S8ll bards ~- th9 ~stiam 
cle~l:I1 • • • • 'l'!W7 e.l&o had 'tbo1r ~EISON 1n tho 
, DrtddB, "tfho had :p3ri"OlU\Sd th3 f\moticms of M:vimrs., mstciau, 
pi .. lests, &U1 toaomi."B, vh1cb 'tJ01'e ear.mad b7 the olor§ 1n tbs 
fifth i!ln4 sixti1 csatur:les .,, · 

. . 
•211.e n :ta r.:;amsthins tbat 1e ·to this a,,.,, taso1na:t111S ebo-.lt the l1"VPa 

of 'hbaaa ·aa1ntc. It is qu1te u.ud.&ratemable ~ thl!I poopls ~ tb9z., 

'!;ban -;10 o·ono1dor that theii.• wo:r.o 11wa vere a trad1t1cml. maniteatet1on 

of divine 110W01.•. \Then -w ~ad about Sa.int Patrick 8Dll 'tht3 v1s1ou vh1oh 

::Qvea lsd to him that be ii"3S t.o :returA to the llmd of his capt;or.311 as we 

watch him :ln his masioal boots with the D:Nids emaas the Ir.ishJ ve can 

l.lll".ierstend to a desree the utte1• bar~ that aust haive ~J'001119 h:la old. 

a!.et:,r vhen be ea1:1 Pa.trick cam:lng to oome:t!"t him. :I!l &hoer _desperation 

be ld.liet1 11.imolf' 1n 02'1101• not to fell ~ tu ~ ot tld.a aaint.56 

h Ssmt Colmnbsn a.loo w note this PoU8%'■ ~t1on lJa4 1t, that 
, 

Cr.>l1tt!ban•s matber had seen the mm. :r:lae f'rCE ~ bosQC!'l 'Uh&n m vas bora. 

"'za:,lor., . SR• »il•, P• 133 • 

'6nur.r., Sll• .9.tl&.11 ~• -861 1()4 ... 8. 
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Col'llmbsn wm 1nstruotoa. b7 a v.tae o~ ~ 1n h:le J'(mth and ~a 'W81'D04 to 

stcl;r ~ f'.ror.1 th& taq,~t1on of v.:,mn. After ~118 t:lm9 1n th~ amaa­

t er;v at Banahar 1n Irelazul he 'travalscl to oaui. Uhils thfte he wnt to 

t'be oou.rt of' Jt:tn.z B1s1bm'b 1:n Austzes1a vho1"e ho upo109 01t1t against tho 

ftlo of the flesh 1o. ~t pourt;. 8r8 oan well imag1.ne the ettect of tu 

p!"e~ ,.100 or mom:s lllle this in the oourt or tha Jdnss. ~ ovmKL notb-

1ne:, all 'w-mJ h&ld :1n co-=n. ~.aey N:fused the boa1c camfm-ta ~ life 

el'ld l'XL"11:a.:=W esa.tnst the nmpan.t evils ~ the Oq. t;r,ien monkB "p10WI~ 

Gndeevorsd to ~Pitiate Obi-in ana. to aton.o ~CR! tl1e11- evil tho"JS)rta., 

thro~ tJ1a·mort1-n.cs.t1on oft~ f'lesh."57 Saint Coh1mbsn 1s to ha~ 

sa:'i.d that onl3' the Creed rs-.uai'IU'Kl of Chr!atiam't.7 1D Oaul. His m.h-eolas 

'li'9:t'I:> ~:i~l mbm-ad and !Nlocmled by the sank Jar:,ss at Bobb1o. A man of thia 

r,13~~ of them ~ri'ttan. ~ wr1t1ng· in itself' :ta &o.w :t'D1:tcat1on th3t 

thase D!3n '!.'Gro ~gb:cy reWNil e.s ha.v1Dg'a epec1al powr f'1'0m ~- 'I.heir 

lh-es wsze nad. to the ic-onke ysara J.a.ter whil.0 'bhe7 ate tlle1:r meals in 

the ~...steriea.'8 

Prtlbabljy the most obnollB 1m.1oat1oa of the HVl9Hll08 'that ws gi"VEm 

to tll9 sa:lnt vas tbs oateem that was pa14 to tbe1r be1ozas1:np either 

bei'OZ'E> or ~.sua~ ~ t.beir death. It 1s not certdu '".rtleD. this vhols 

;rev(;)l"Glr~ foi• euch 1'01100 came into Weatern Civ111zat1on. It was ah-a~ 

';,7Jonas, ~ .!!t..SS!m Oolugg (Ph1We].ph1a: Ual'981'911;J' ~ l\mn• 
sylvania Psvss', ~), UVJ LD:. 

58Jooel1mm, .21!• ~-, :EI. 



32 

a f'orce lo' tho tim:9 ot Saint Aabziotle, and part ~ tbs thr.>los, ar GJ."'8SOZ'I' 
59 tbe~--,at. 

Belies vero ~ s~ for the povv 'bb&'t they ocmtained: 

'l'o W02'Bhii> at apoto mUowd b;,' tbs apostolic ~es, to 
ador.a rolios of tbe ~., to :L"OOe1w tm blns1DS i"lollL the 
pop., in pG1"80a1 to apcmd tho lset da,'l!I of Uf'o 1n P.a£3 1n pom.­
tenee aDi soocJ, w:rim, to die ~ 'be b'tlr1ecl tmN,~ 'to all 

·man ~ that time to 'be an uamiam,e of aal.va:t1on. bO 

Belle!'! WN noted 'ltar their hesllng qUAU:t1eB. DS.ll 'ta-1.teas _ 

Ne-uralgla, e,ou.t, :f'ever of 1!!IBD7 ld.D4S, vena1 d:le.,fUJC)s SD1. 
d,vasntry, apoplez;' aml l)D1'0Ja'B1s, BDBU J.10X, e!.)11£1:r,ay, 
Oilld sud&m :lnsanitj•-a '3hsotl;f co~ 111&:r9 the~ e:a,"thoNd 
to a,,ait tthe Jwa111:lg Tlrtw> or th9 e-aint•s tamb. l: 

'l"&'il sre,voe of the oaintB vsre f.l£'!};ec1a1Ja' scmgilt out. The DB!nt•s bocly 

<tr.so tho~b to 'b3 imorJ."11",tilt. 62 Ca-eaor., o2 !.'ours uotos wr, a.Nml the . 
!1eal1q ~ ;,e,r em v~ m.irooles of the tcmb of Sa:mt Mar'du of ~4'l"3. 

In fact 1t was the mmo!ne of Gaul f'or mu,:,. Mm am6. ~ cama f1'0a as 

:l~ as •i;h@ Eaelieh ?tiles to visit that pl.Bea. 63 'fhe ~a at ~t Pat­

r!ck am!. S&1nt Ooval4 ve-.ft9 also hisb~ ~ and tJ:tCaj s:1tG of liDI\T 

mi~Jsa.621 Deeausr, a eez>ba:tn quocm bU:llt c oh11i,,h aml dEHl!aatsa. it -to 

f'..aim Jo!Dl tbe Baptist, the Lombm.-4:3 in tha't place oould not be beatBD 

1n battlaJ ~ ea:tnt conttnml~ intm.~ded far the 1nha1>1tente.
6
' 

------
'9a-a-s 1 .22• .9!.1i•, P• J.51. 

~.mt, .!m• 9.tl., P• 172• Also Qa.ieeor.y, .9.!!• S'\i•, 8:2. 

6¼111., SJ.?• nl•, pp. 2-:,a, 322 • 

~l th3 Deacon, .!!Jl• ~-, V • 

63Gi-GP7., .2R• ~-, 212 (3)J if:34 (49); 6:9; 9:6: 5:37; 3:28; 8:1'1J 
8:35. · 

~~J@B1aa:M,oal. JJ,1,rt;orz. Jm• .2D.•, III., iz-z1~1. 3m7., ,se. ~ • ., p.208. 

~ tll8 Deaoall1 S• o~ • ., T. 
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. not OD]J the gravea but also the belong1nga of the aa1nii van' power­

ful. JI.seer wlls us that before a battle certain aold1ere swore an oath 

on the ho]J ring o-J: Saint Allred "vh1oh with the kins wore nezt .1n .vem-

1"Bii1on after tm Deity B1muelf'. 1166 The :relloa o'l Saint 1'1m.an cura4 

m:n;r 111.nemea after his death. 67 

Feople of' thi s ~ traveled ~ f'ar to procure these r&Uos. As 

vas oaid abavG BSn;,' came, from tho ~llsh Isles to travel to Gul or 
~ . 

ROltl:f. Sa.int Bedesmul sent to Oonaten~1noplo ~ pa..-ts of the t.rue 

crc~s .69 Sai.rt ?lin:ian 'trawled a:bout ,3uat. v1s1t1ng raliaa.70 

. 'l'hi& search for · relics and ~ revennce -tor hol,y p:l.BMa save rise 

to rcen,y pilg.daiges. il"aey kinsr, of the Jl..nglo-Sa:ons 1'0l'Book the throne 

to BP t o Bom.71 Just as in Chauoer of' a lator e,enarat:t.on, so hera too 

a certain abuse of theea bol,y endeavors took place. S~rxt Banitace wanm 

t he English bishops to kesp tha1r.wamen ~t hOIM booause ·Gb.&7bocoa har­

lots i n Eome.72 

One of the moat ocr.mnon ooo~ea in the_Cm-onicles :ls tho miracles 

that. these ho'l1' mm :psrf'ol"Ul8d. 'l'h1s 'IRlB a common "belle:f'; a ho]¥ an, 414 

r.-draoles. As ,.~. rev:tev these it 1Z7 ooour to the :reader that this 1a 

ditt1cult to c,x:plA111. :It cannot il& doubted 'that tho wr1tDm of these 

66.Aoaer, .21?• si!•, LVIII. Also Wcalooioat1cel 1I1etQl'J", I., :cv111; 
IV, :xx:11, V, :d. 

67 Alfred., 22• 5!.U•, XII. 
68 

Gresm,7, .QP• .c1:I.., 6:6_; 10; l. Also Eccles1eatice.l !l'ist;,r;y., III., zdlt. 
69ns.ll., ,21?~ c1j;., P• 322. 

70Alf'red, 21!• o1t., II. 

71mmt, .2J!• s.tt•, p. ir3. 
72Ecolea1aatica1 g1eto,z., .22.:. ~-, V, v11. See Bunt, ga. o:lt., 

p. l.72 tor JDmV' ref'E>J'8DC&S in Bede. 
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histories believed that miracles W%'9 poaa1ble, an4 OOOU1"Z'8d ver:/ of'ten. 

It 1o not poss1bl.e, uuleaa one would. tag them &C<Jom.plielJed. l1an, 1;o · 

~ that lllBn_y of these phenomena took place. ~,. th8 saint• a 11:te 

1G a 11 wrar., tnie. and had to contain these 'llliraoles. t-Je can aasume 

hrther tll-.at the C!u:aliclos Vfl'8 foZ'Oed to co:apromise with this clerim'D4 

and include l1IElD;1 m.irec_les a.lso, bu.t this a.oes not explain 1t. al.toei,tbsr. 

Paul the Deacon edm1tted that• ha~ omitted miracles not because the7 

a.id not happen, but beoauae he did not be:µeve that tho7 "-ere· ueceaaar, 

to su.P!)Ort his caee.73 Since we do ~ot believe it 6Qod ll1ator1cal ..1m18-

ment to assume that a.11 these m1raolsa d14 not happen eim;p]¥ because the7 

coul.d not ~ppan, w have 1"8oorded all that the Chronicles and L1'V8a tell 

us snd permit the readsr to draw his own conclueiom. We can aasUDl8, n'!>t 

onl~ from the cul.ture of theao 1>9ople but als~ :tro:n other ~ul.tures, that 

o!'3er in nature as we Ima-.r !t was not part of their tb1nk'7:ig. Tb.at 

t..b.Ore ware certain pl\yeical lave that could not be broken was aeem1'D8~ 

entire~ foreign to their thinking. 

The saint had th!! power to OOD:IIJ'8nd uature at his will. S&1Dt UiD1sn 

calr--..&4 the sea and raised the deed. 'When he wae to ,1udG8 who wae tm 

father of a oerte1n child, he cc:mnended the infant to spc,ak; end the 

child spok9.7JJ ~int :Kent1garn pree.ohecl with rae.s~ end miracles 

nl.rea~ 111 hia ;youth. lTa brousb,t a pet b1rd back to llf'e with :prei-er.75 

Col.umba heale4 the s:lck, ('OUPDSnd.-,d an1aals to do hie will, dr8v water 

from a rook, cl.rove off rain vith prs;rer, healed a vowirl with epittle, 

73,,oulke, ~ion !q Paul~ DE>aoon, SU!• cit., p. ms.. Also 
Jocelinus., .2J!• ~-, II. 

7JiAlf'J.-ed, ge. git., V; v.ca:; m .. 
7'Jooel1nue, .22• cit., v. 


