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CIEAFTER I
ITRODUCTION

¥hen the history of a peoplo is studled 1% so oftsn happens that in
the whirl of great evonte the thoughts and actions of the "1little people”
are Porgotien. This ie true alsc in the study of theology. Hero wo aze
conceraed with the great dectrines of the Christian Church, how thsy
developsd, and what they meen for ns %oday. Bub in the dilescussion of
this developmsnt, we 00 easily forget to chavecterize the influonces
thot the boliefs of the mon~theologlcal clesses had on theology, and
also the offect of theology oa thesc psople. Bomehow this ie akin to
roading tho City of CGod by Baint Aumustins, but forgetting to read his
Confessicng. The pictiune wo would got of the man would not be a correct

onz. So i¥ is Iin the history of theology.

Ve axe iuteresicd here iz plety or dovoutness oxhibited elescuhere
than in theological worke., That is to may, if the distinction is walid,
wo are concorned with religion rather then thsology. There iz a differ-
ence bhetweon the substances of Clhvistisnity ac it finids exoreosion in
works like Seint Aubrose's Offices, snd the substence of Christianity as
1t appesrs in The Eoclesiastical History of the Venersble Beds. Tho
Pivat is concern with stetinz a system, the second ie councerned, and only
seconderily, with showing hov Christianity is effective in the lives of
people. There is no crosative activity going on in the second work, it
merely recorde how Christian poople are acting. This i vhat wo are
interested in prodbing. What were the basic bsliefs and sctions of the



|

Chvistianized permon in the north awong what are termed the “Ceormans® in

2

the yoara 300-800.

The writer was led %o en interest in this subject by thres fectors.
The firvet wes the veading of Oswald Spenglor's Declin® of the West. In
this beolz the author points oub that Christianlity chunges ez it passes
fron enltwre to culture., Tho words remain the sams, but thoy ars £illed
with new masning. Throuzh an enalysis of the piety of tho Cermanic
peoples ono conld detormins, 2t leant to a degree, 1P they had tho sewe
fundamental concepts of Christienlty es ays found in the low Testamsnt,
or in CGlegsical Christianity. The sscond fector was the reading of the
Pivet volums of Homey Teylor's Tho Msdieval Mind., Hers Mr. Taylor
gives e bLrief account of soms of the factors in Medlevel plety. This
auzvey 1od the wrlter to desire = fullsr movwledge. The third fector in
this interest 1o simply a yather generzl love foxr history as & whole.
'I'é eobe Deyond the pollitical evemrts into the minde of a psople that
lived centuries ago ie simply a Mcinat:lcn with the author.

?



CHAFTER II
& DISCUSBION OF THN CHRCNICLES

Thoe contemporary Chronicles of the time 400-800 A.D. are the sources
Tox this paper. We foel thet hers one may find the moat ascurats in-
sighte iato thoe plety of the poople of the era. Thore awrs a numbor o
diffsrent types of litorature that flourished during this period. There
are the lms thet cach Germanic pscple developsd, which, with 2 minute
stuly of their development, might provide us with some knowledgs of o
trend towazd 2 more Christisn sccisty. Another chanmel of stﬁdy would
be yoflsched in the hymns enﬁ prayers. Another mourse im the pootry of
the time, Caedmon and Gynowvlif in England as woll es the pocetz of the
couwrt of Charlemegns wonld tell us much comcoerning the beliefs of the
poople. The most obviona soureces of course are the thaslogical works.

Yo have chesen the chronicles bsecause their »efsroncez to piety =re
the loast studied In character. It asems that theology was highly
stersotyped evav:n a2t this time. Theological works would tsnpd to reprociduce
this thought with 1ittle or no reference to ths bollefs of the people.t
The product of centuries of Christien thought would face us rather than
the nazcent beliefs of nowly ccovertsd pocnles. Poatry is a creative
liteorery Gypeo and conssguently not too reliabls. Too, the postry was

lﬂote certein stersotyned psections in Gregory of Eonrs when ho
speaks cn theology. See Gregory of Tours, The Hist
(OxPord: At the Clarendon Press, 1927), V, 31 '(n'3'§£,!5v:, 3J'(En S 1T, 20
(29), end espscially I, 4T.



h
often writton by theolcglens apd momks on theologicel subjects.® It
shonld be said kezo that any complote study of the plety of the Germanic
Peoples would have to include all these various wvritiacs.

In chooping the Chronicles as ouy sourcsa wo roalize that this pre-
gonts mavny problexs in yellability. Like the pootry, the histories were
usnally weitton by wonka. One syps of history wrlting at this tims, the
Lives of the saintz, can haxily be distinguished from theology in many
respeocko. Often they include long thoological dissussions, It has bsem
noted by many coholeras that thers wea 2 certain psttera that ell the
writers of saint's liveas follmeﬂ..s Furthormore thay were writion for
thoolopgical puvrposes. Alfred writes Just this in the ryxoface 4o his
Life of Salnt Finien, Ho claims as his thems, "He forsook all the
earthly for the heavanw."!' Grogory of Tours writes in his Life of

Since we behold wonderous mivacles lssuing froum the toumbs of

the Blessged cuss, we axe admonisghed to pay them all dus roveor-

ence, Trom vhom wo ccese not o ask the oure of cur diseaseos;

by thelr prayors w2 doubt not to win remiesion of our oins; and
aot only that, but salvation from the torments of Hell.

20¢. Bede, The Eoclegieatical History of the Znciish Hationm,
flow Tork: E. P. Dutton end Co., 1951), IV, xxiv om Caedmom. Also

Grogory of Tours, gp. git., V.

BJams Westfell Thompson, A History of Hiastarieal Msiting (New
York: DMacmiliam Co., 1942), I, 153 £. Bso elsc Sir Samuel Dill,
Bomaa Snniety in Ganl in iha Harcvingisa Aga (London: Maemillen and
Co., 1926), Pp. 26-T, 272-3.

18 )E‘Axma, Life of Saint Hinisn, (Edinburgh: ZEdmonston and Dougles,
i), 44,

=
)Q.uote& from DIll, OBa Q&-, Po LT
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21r Sawmel DIill writes thet lives of aamhszs

s ¢ o VOIS gonerally written for religlous comfort and edifica-
tion, by men who, firom training and habit of mind, knsw and cared
nothing for thoze canons of evidensce which are nccessary 4o securo
severe historical accuracy. An orgenic life of a saint was often
mcast in lator centuries with meny additions eand cunventional
dotalls which recur with suspicions frequensy. 014 traditions
voro handled with e frvedom vhich was justified to ths reodactor
by a epiritval motive o offect. Tralts and incidents are freely
trangferred from ong life to *; and, more expusebly, the
narrative is coloured by reminiscerces of Biblical story. Tot
vhen eriticism has passed ite harshest Judgement; to anyons
cager for vivid Pacts of social life, hagiography has a strange
fagelnation, snd somstizes gives him just what hs =seoks.

The pems anthor gives ve the following ineight inbo the pattera of thees

Iives =7

Thagse lives in fact axs invalusble to the studont of seculsr
sooicty. For thoy offer glimpses, here and there, of the life
of 2 class cn auiet estetes in Burgindy or Touvains or Aguitailno,
whick stand out in sitartling contrast with the gresd and luzury,
the avdacious violsace or cynical porfidy of kings and courtiers
which shook us in the pagos of Grogory. The saint end bishop
aro ofben sprung from old senatorial oy woll-to-do famlliies, liv-
ing in some rural estate whoEe vinoyards ard coralemds are cultl-
vased by serfs or freedusn. The tone of tho household io as a
rzle devoubly Christien with e tendensy to ascetic guietisnm.
There 1c en oratory or rrivate chapsl whore the chatelaine will
pgpepd howrs of devoticn, often far into the night. Her con is
carofully trained from infency in the SBoriptures axd la hebits
of devotion. He is semt to tho noighboring school, where he is
{mbued with the fest fesding traditlion of Gallo-Bomen cultuye.
RBis father or grandfather may have been count of the district,
and have a courtiers for & Himw, and the family may heve wished
the boy to follow e similar earecr, for, in such c¢ircles, public
embition was not at all incompatible with deop spirituality.
The Yoy .would be comecnded by powerful pairconage to the Falatine
corvice at Motz or Soissone, and for e few years heo would have a
training ia official and courtly acts. Bo Aridius, the famous
sednt and ebbot of Limogss, the friend of Gregouxy and Fortunatus,
hed risen to high favour end influence at the court of Thoudebert.
When the young courtiere roturned o his homs, old family tradl-
+ions would require thet the hope of the houso should marwy and

GIbid., Dp. 26-T.

Tia., op. 272-3.
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prolong 1ts dignity. Bub to the grief of many a pious mother
in thet age, the young pan, in spite of courtly tralning and
aristocratic asscolations, hod ofton caught a myslericus pas«
sion for secluded sanctity vhich rejocted with scorn the coun-
s0ls of affoctionate worldlinees. And one day he womld dis-
eprsar 1o bury himself in soms secrot glade in the forest of
ths Jura or Ie Perche. Bometlimes, evan after he haj »eceived
Joly Ondexra, he might for a long timd live on the parental
egtate, working hic hanis with the serfs, and treining theiy
children to read and sing the Pealms. In the end he might
found & religious louse, and some of his pupiles would take
monasgtic vows. And often his mother, who had lost lJashand
end gon, with porhops ag pure 2 devotion, in her old age,
would carry on the management of the estate, and tend her
olivoa ond vinss o mwvide a revenus for the now foundation
of her son. It iz $his class, with the proud end wholescme
tradition of Roman family life, now wayinsd and inspired by
Chyilotian ideals, vhio wore the salt of Gallo-Romarn soclety,
and. save i1t froa ruin.

fhose Porxs that affest the natuwre of writing saint'e llves also
affget the writing of history. Probably the best exaumle of this sord

of thinkinzg can be found in the Venerable Bede. Im his Ecnlosissticsl
3

lﬂ

Higtory he wrliteo:
Tor if hietory relates good things of good men, the attentive
heayer iec exeited to imitate that which 1s gocd; or if it mem-
#ione evil things of wicked porsons, nevertheless the roligious
and pious hoerer or 1eader, shunning that which is hartful and
porverso, iz the more earnestly excited to perform thoze things
.rh:lchhelmw to be good, and worthy of God.

Bede of‘tm points ous to his reader the observation that a king mrospers

bocause he is good in the eyos of the Loxi and fails 1f he does ovil.
His resder is 4o find & leeson in thia.9 Afvor relating ons event he

BEn_e.m__ﬂ__ias oal Eistory, cn. oi%., I.
9%pig., IT, v, ix; IIT, vii, xvii; I, ii.



soncludes:

We have thought £1t 4o insert this in our Ristory, to admon-

izh the meader of the works of our Loyd, how terrible He is

in his coun=ols on the oons of msn, loet we shonld at gome

time or other indulge ia the pleasures of the flesh, and

dreading the Judgment of Gold too littls, full under his sud-

den wrath, and either bs soverely afflicted with temporal

iosges or else 'bai% more soverely tried, bs suatched away to

eternal porditlica. ;

Those lengthy quotations have been inserted for two reasons: To
give the veader soms Insight into the types of thinking thet produced
our gources, and also 40 pose the question of whethér or not cne can
evenn olainm that this is history. It is boycnd ths scope of this papsr
%o discuss the guestion fully, but it should be noted in evaluating the
material,

fince the canont of historical writing wore not &g stylized then
as now, it wvas quite pcssi'blsa for the writer to insert vhatever hs

Shouzht edifying.tl Wo have, thevsfore, confined ourselves to the his-
tortos that were wriltten during the years 400-800 A.D. In this way the
material, vhether tius of the historical charastsra or aot, will at lsast
- $ell ue of the ploty of the historien who im writing. Ho Gresk or Roman
historiens weye used in the paper, since they would be apt to insert

Gracso-Rowen ideas into the thinking of the Ge:mn.la

m:mi&., IV, =xv. KNote aleo Paul the nee.con; _.__m of the Lango-

bewds, (Philedelphie: Ualverasity of Pa., 1907), IIL, xi. -
nb’.lll; _9:9- _92-3-, F. !”.

IESu.ch higtoriens Procoplus, BEusebius, Ammiernws Marcellinua,
Bocratos, and Rufinus. ;

PRITZLAFF MEMORIAL LIBRARY
4 CC‘l CORiA SHIANARY
- 8T, LOUIS, 1O,
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Most of the Chronicles consulted’> were quite careful £o note
exactly whore thoy weceived their iunformation. I4 has oftsn been
noted, and »ightly so, that encient and msdieval historians wm not
as saz-‘;:uulrms in geleoting thelr sowurces as modern historiens since
the edvent of modern historiography. I¢ will be notad. iz the Following
oxosTpte that the early msifoval historien acceptel many statomsnts thet
world he held highly gquastionsbls tocday. Oa the cthsr hand, these
weitors of the carly middle ages ﬂaré_cmm@d %o xecord the faots ag
scourately as they could.

Gregory of Towiw follo'a.'ed'the cilazgsical histories of Euaebius,
Soverus, 8%. Jewoms, and Crogius down to tho time of 5%, Mertin of
Towrz, Ao most of his predecessors and contemporaries he traced ths
origin of his people baeck to the begimminge in ereation. 3ibhlo storles
are Inccrporated to show the gomerations Trom Adem. The Frenks, as ail
C’«e:m;ﬂn paoples; weve supposedly descemded in diwvect line fyom the

Ly These treditions were common ond could have besn received

Trojans.
from any mumber of hie contemporaries. .

Paul the Dosccn shows tho same bent. Ualiks Gregory of Tours, Paul
wvag a lesymed man. Though he may lack at times the critieal judgusnt
that medesrn historilography raq,uis.*aa,ﬁ ho doos recelve most of his

material frem well Imown same.ls His Roman Eictory le an expansion

135 nomplete 1ist of thems will be found in the bivlicgraphy.

l’l’msory of Tours, op. git., I. Eoo 2lao DEll, opn. oit., D« 3;
Thompson, Cp. cit., P. 15L.

137411 5am Dubley Foulke, (Introduction to Peul the Deason, Eistory
of the Lensobarde), p. 1v. -

16&.'3._@., . Xviii, Adao Paul, ODe _c_?-_'-bo; I, 2v.
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of Butropius. Pmﬂmwthmemww,unnu'
by the writers of ths lster midlle ages.!® In his History of the Lom-
baxrds, vihich concerns us divectly, thers are a minimm of spsschos and

T

mimelaa.lg One suthor has this to say concorning I'm:ao

But vhat he r3lates of mirscles and wonderful things is dus
in part o the timos, end in part to the traditions of his
people which ho tells with affection, without everywhere
wishing to vouch for their accurasy, as ho sometimss lets
us vercelve., His love of truth, the first guality of a
writer of history, is waquestionable.

Like Gregory he teacom tho origine of his people back into the realms
of myth., Tho many stordes of the wanderings from Scanldinavie present

logends that are poesibly part of tho commson history of the Germanic

21

woploa as & whole, Daunl's treatmsnt of 1t givos us cme of the dest

insights fato hie mothod.

Paul's narrative of the origin of the name of Langohards gives
the heat example of the mamner in vhich he has treated the
Jogends which have com? down to him. The tranapositica of the
direct speech intc the iadirect, the introduction of the phwase
o preserve their liberty by a2mms,” end similasr claasical
phrases, tho new style end historical character given to the
gtoxry, opeak for themselves; but still the Langobawnis, in treat-
inz of the origin of tho proud ansme could not diesown his natioral
character andi even wvhore “the ridiculous story told by the
ancients” sets %&stor:loal troatzsat at defiance, he still does
not suppors it.

Yhile the History of tho Goths of Jordanes, the othexs, is
P4110d with common traditions of the past, he too shows that he io

1Tmvia., p. zvii.
¥mag., . xix.

199p18., p. xxeix, xxxi, Note Paul, on. git., II, vill where he
rolies on whet was "related to me." Bubt even heore we trace a note of
doubt in his womis.

20!‘0111199, gp. edts;, p. =xzviii.
2 desy Do 30, note 2.
as Do LT, note 1.
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conceracsd sdbout tho sources that he is using, In one pl=cs he writes
that he ia quoting from the history of Symmachus .23 715 vhole work is
& gondeasation of Cassiodorus of vhich L2 warites:

The words of CGassicdoyas I recall not, but the conae and

the deoads related I think I retain eutire. To thie Ihms,‘

added Pitting matters from somo Creek and Latin mstoﬂee.

This sams consciousness for sources shown 1tzelf also amcag the
wrlters of the English Isles. &ven in the lives of the saints, whero
on2 would least expect coneern, the roader io oxpliocitly assured that
ko is wesding verifisble reberiel. Ad=zman writes at the begimning of
hie wouls: .

Iot no ons think of we ag ofther etating what is not true rogaxrd-

ing 2o great a mAan, or ecording snytiing doubtful or unsertain,

Lot him imow thet I will tell with all candour, and withoud any

arbigeity, vhat I have leammed from the consistent narpative of

wy predeconsors, trustworthy &nd discermning men, and that oy
wrative is founded olther cn written authorivies antericr %o
myr ova timog, or ocn whadt I have myself heard from some isamed

and Daithful enciemis, vnhesitatingly atiesting facts, the 25
trath of wvhich they hed themselves diligently Inguimed imbo.

Jonas ond Joceum:sas

are not ee expifcit about their sourses. The
letbteor doop nentlon thed there are nc reports of mirecles afier the death
of Salunt Kontigora. He adds though that thore mwet heve been soms por-

formod because of the holy iife that the saint 1011.27

235organes, Cotiic Bistory, (Princeton: Princeton University Press,
1915) LYTXVIIT.

2Arpea,, IT, II.

23p3emen, Lifo g§ ___L_ (BEdindburgh: imonston and
Dovglas, 1874), e .

26a05 BiVItograDhy.

2T yocelinus, Te Life of St. Ksmtigern, (Sdinburghs Bimcuston and
Douglas, 187k), II.
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The Veneorsble Bede in the prefece to his Ecglesiastical Histowry
bogins by stating, "My princliple aunthoritios and aids in this work
BT . . » " He then records how the Ianformetion orizinates in the
Vatican archivez and comee 4o him through the holy Abbot Albinus. He
credlis a cortain Blaohop Deniel of the West Saxons end Abbot Bsius of
the Baet Saxonzs. He further adds these telling romaris:

Thus, from the bogimning of this voluww to the time when the

Inglish naticn wocoived the faith of Churlst, we have collsoted

the wrelting: of cur medoceseors, and from them gathored mat-

tor Tor our hisitowy, but from thet tims to the mresent . . .

hes been conveyed to us by otheim thyough the imdustry of

PO . o . Abbob Albinms . . « « What I have written eomcern-

ing cur most holy father, Biohop Cuthbert . . . I partly took,

and feithfully sopied Trom what I have found writien of him by

m*mmwmmnwmmiem.olo And T

hwmbly entieat the reader, that if ho shall in this that we

have wrltten Find anything not delivered esccoxling to the

trathy; he will not impubs the e=me to mo, vho, as the rale

of history regquires, have labored sincorely to cormalt o

weiting such things as I could @der from comuon IepoTh,

Por the inebruction of poaterity.

Thisc pame care is part of Nemmius'® writing. He used as his gources
Soint Jevome, Isidowe, paxrts of the Iife of Saint Gexmanue, emd parts of
the amials of the Trich and Eam.ag

There is ons differemce in their writing from modern history that
we of the twentioth cemtury fimd it difficult to understani. In all the
higtories miracles are credlited as fsaot along with many other supor-
netwrnl evouts. Thls is seemingly pert of the plety of the people. IF
the truth io spolken, 1t must bo sald that tho only meason we cannct

accept thope paregraphs is not their lack of authorlty, but rather our

2%;@1.92;@%_@} Eistory, I, pwofece. Bee also Bele, Tao Life of
Sadint Catubert, (liow York: BE. P. Dutton end Co., 1951), Preface, VI.

2%, K. Hodgkin, A History of the Anglo-Saxoms (Oxford: Claremdon
Fress; 1935), Pe T9
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prodilection toward discomnting all that is not reascmeble in writing
uﬁr history.



CHAPYER IXIX
THE PIETY OF THE GERMANIC PROPLES
Part I: The FPoundatione

In discussing the pisty of the Gormanic people thore is one fsetor
that stanls out above all others. This factor is the monastic atmos-
vhere of the sosiety. In the iagliek Isles, especially among the
Britone end the Irish, the monastsry controlled the clurch orgmnization.
Ag one historien has put it, the Seottish ohurch wa2s "en agcregate of
monseteriea.”  Bach of these monateries depended on tho mother house of
Iopa. This house waz ¥ulsd by an =bbot-priest ¢o whom all owed implieit
oboddence. Lven the bishops wers subject to ths abbot.> This comtrol by
the monateries wes lsas in other geographical erxeas, but their influsnce
wan not.

it ls easy tc deoterming in the lives of the saintas that theseo monka
mst have sxsxield a consldersvle influsnce just by their example. Theilr
1ife wves spent In sotting en example of Christian “"otherworlilinsss” to
the neopis. This wae thoir wiy of preaching; example rather than words.
.Peopls sew Saint Cuthbert o8 © signal exzmple "of how Chuvist: could makes
e man count all things well lost for His seke,"> Bishop Adden, residing

IR. H. Hodgkin, A Higtorr of the Anglo-Saxons (Ozford: Claremden
Proas, 1933), p. 255

2y411%am Hunt, The Bnglish Ghureh from ite Foundation o the Horman
Conguent, (London: MacMillien and Co., 1901), pp. 9-10.

Szbiiu, Be “5-
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?thematezwcfhﬁnﬁsm, wonld set out %o wosch and teach and
neal in the surrounding dfstricts end them roturn o the monastery.”

These monateries did not follow eny ome rule. Moot of the monks
were leymen and wonld attach themsolives to somo fomous mem of God.
Some of those monks lived ‘together, othars rreferred to be alonse,
Usually tho leader set up som® sort of rule vhich wes often oxtrenely
apsetic, Salnt Coluzba permitted his followsrs to eat tosether, but
they wore to dwell separately. Both women ani childyon wexe accepied
into his 1'5:.»:1518'1’.9:1';7.3"f

The Irish monastery was often syaonymous with the clan. The abbot
vag vhe head, appointed by his predscessor. Each monk 1lived in his owm
but and devoted himself to contemplation, preyer, writing, and labor,
Some were yecluses. OFton somo msmbeors of the clem lived outslde the
nonaatery, but a close relationship existed with those insids. Though
tie ohbot was coldom a bishop, he oftem hal bishops under him. Usually
the ebbot vas also the king. All of the l=nd wvas ovned by the clan and
parceled out to families. The monastery wes cbviously em imtricate part
of tho soclety. Thic was algo tras of the preceding pagan aooiety.s

Meng of the monis, end espscially the leaders, practicdd extreme
egceticiom. It was told that Saint Illtud, the apostle to the Britems,
hod his wmonks yoko thomsolves instoad of cxen 4o the plow im oxder to
avoid idlensss--"the mother of vices."' Bt. Btholdreds, the Abboss of

5Aﬁa\man, Life of Bk. Columba (Rdsnburgh: Edmonston and Douglas,
-(371’), III, siRe

5nem~y Osbora Tasylor, Tho Medicval Mind, (Cembridge: Harverd Uni-
versity Press, 1951), p. 135; note 1.

Thedgkin, op. oif.> B« 247,

e |
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Ely, ate cnse a dey and tock only three batha ayeu:r.a 8%. Patrick wrote
that his faith was so inoreased that he sald "s Immdved prayers 1z a day,
end nosrly en mny ot night." Saint Colunba wonld oftsu recits ths whole
Paalter 2t night standing irmersed ia ths sea.lo The historien tells us
thet Baint Eentligern abstained from msat and wino, sleph on a stons, and
bathed in lco cold wvater. He dwelt in the desert tluroughout Lent, on
Good Friday practiced the extromos of =agceticlem, slept 21l day Saturday,
end vose to joy on Sunday.ll %he Yemsrable Bede wrots that Sainmt Cnthe
bart Joyeil in prsashing ©o Ghose who lived in pleces where no one olsse
dared o go for fear of ﬂsa*!:h.la An cxtreme sort of thic asostlcism is
told {by Paul the Deacon) of Saint Hospitus after his followers lefh
bocsuae of the invadling lozbardass

Ho zhowad himself ¢o thom the lonberds throughk the window of

the tower. Bub when ithoy, going around the towsr, scught an

eutrance through which they eould pess into him, and foumd nons

ah all, two of them colixbed up to the rcoof and urcovered it.

And geoling him boumdé with chains and olad In geats askin, they

sa2id: “He io o malofactor and has commitied muvder, therefore

3 ie hold bound in theee fot " fnd when thsy had called

an intorpreter they inguired from hin what evil desd hie hed

comitied that he was bound in such punishmont, aand ho doclared
that ko vas a muderor and ity of all crimss. Then one of

am, 5. gij-, e 185.

gﬂasnt Patrick's Confesgion, vi. Foumd in Hho appendix of Daniel
De Vimne, E’i__a‘ksgg[ of the Irisch Primitive Chureh (Mew York: Frencis Hort
and Co., 0).
mAaﬂmem., op. git., IIT, xxiv. Bee aloo Joselimus, Life of Baint
govn, (Bdimburgh: ZFmonston end Dougles, 18Th), XXV.

Aly4a., XIT, XIV, XVIL.
Ll

The Venerable Bede, Eoplesisstical Histoxy of ihe Enziish Hation
(Fow Torl: E. P. Dutton apd CGo., 1951), IV, xxvii.
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them drew his eword to cut off his head,; but straigubway his
right hand stiffened while guspended 1n the act of strikiag,
uor could he dyaw 1t back. EBo he 1ot go of the sword end
dropped it upon the ground. His companions seeing theso
thingz raised 2 ory to hoaven entreating the saint that he
would graciously o Imown viat thoy should do. And he
indeod, having mado the sign of selvation, restored the
witherad exm 40 healili. Ani the Langcobard who had hoen
healed was convarbed to the falth of Chrlet ead wes straizht-
way mede a prlest and them a wonk, apd romainsd in that sams
Place up to the end of his lifo in the sewvies of ‘the Lord.
But wien the bleossed Ecapiftius has epole the Word of God o
the ILangobaxds, two dukes who hearid him reverently, returnsd
eafo and sound to thelr own countyry., but ceritain cnes who 'zaati."3
‘desplasd his vonia pordished miserebly in that same Provineia,

fviother peesiocn, go to speak, of these monks was %o traveol eboul
wraaching the Gospel smong the heathen. Ye recognlze this im Saind
Zatrici, vho aftsr escuping fz\'rﬂ the Trish, travelsd 511 through Europe
learning, and then retwrned to presch to his ez-caphors. Saint Columba
traveled among the Plects and Saint Colwrban with Saint Gall preached
throvshonts CGaul, Burguniy, and finslly into I‘ba!_w.

Gregory of Tours informs us of meny Incidents where not cnly monks
but also women and fatheors were drawn into thiz eraving for asceticism.
Bogides the meny that were either exiled into monasteries or placsed there
wpom capbure, thore is roscorded in the ohvonicles a growing temdensy in
thie ﬂ.imction.ll’ A cortain mm esme to the blessed Redegmil and asked
%o 1live as a recluse.

Which being granted, all the virgins asserbled with mch chent-

ing, having thoir lamps lighted; thus was the maid essorted to

her place, the blessed Badegund herself lesding her by ths hand.,
So, biddinz ell favewsll, enl kiceing each in tvrn, she was

Lpan1 tne Deaocn, Historw of ihs lLemgobapds (Philedelphia: Univer-
pity of Pa.; 1907), III, 1.

14 : i
Grogory of Touvs, The Hi of iko Frapks (Ocford: At the
Glarendon Pross, ]::%é'?}: Iz, 19 i%;.
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eaclosed in her cell. The door by vhich she entersd was

filled in, end thors egg now devotes her days %o holy

resding and Lo preyer.

BSaint Aldhelm, Abbot of Malmesgbury, had uany wonsn disciples.

Thowe wore houses forr vamen both in the English Isles and in Gaul,

Iz the last bock of his History of the Frenks, Cregory roocited in
detail a scandal in the very famove house et Poitiera. Ib is 4iffi-
cialt to determine the exast natwure of the conflict becauss Cregory
himsel? iz rather wwrejudiced. Bubt 4t iz obvious thet there vers many
men and womsn Living in that placs,

To determine tho oxast iniluence of the monastic 1ife om ths pilety
of thooo poople is not pozaible., MNoat of tho historiss of ‘a?zia tizme were
writben by monks, vhich meltes it very easy to overatate the cese. I? ths
Yensrohle Bsde and Gregory of Tours ere any indicstiom of the influcnse,
we o=n withont doubt aszign the mopastery & central place in the piety
of tho CGermans.”

The seccnd faotor thet we showld comzider in discussing the founda-
tions of Cormenic pioty i1s the remaining fragwents of thoe old religiom
in these newly convertsi pecpls. In order to fully understand this in-
fuence it is woll o rovicw somo of tho strossss of the Germanic pro-
Christian religions,

It is difficuls o get en exact pleture of most of theso socleties
gince almost &ll of the literature that we poasess from the poriod has
heen "Christianized.” Boownif, for oxsupls, though originally a pagan
poen:; was later editod to give it the somblance at losst of a Christian

-

Em.; VI, 21 (29).

BERESE 8 1
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beckpround, (The ethics oven now can herdly be oalled Christian.)  We
dzve not place oo moh trust in the histories of Tecitus or Coeser oince _
they wsxw Romans locking in from the outside. Tacitus eapecially saw
only good in the idealized ploture he hed of tho Geyman. It has been
poizbed out Tor inptance that while Tacitus spesks of a sort of yrimi-

ive tribal demporacy here, one cen look all through the pages of the
Temerablo Bedo or Beowulf and find no trace of this. They tell not of
national assenmbliien but of kings and officials .16 The writlings of
Tacitus sbout the Cormans eould *mll‘. o compared to the idsalized pic-
ture that Jdumez Fenimore clc'op_sr yainted of the American Indian.

To most enclend aocieties a cleose relationchin existed belwsen the
kingship and the piesthood. There is an ergunsnt raging concerning ths
ethical nature of these pre-Chyistian seligions, T4 is averred thet they
WOLO :%ml;r ritualistic »ather than ethicel in nature. This assertion
aorpletaly -:we::;loolns the close rolationship beotwoen king end prilest.

The athics of the meligion were by tho very nature of the soclety the
eivil laws. This iz sesn ogpocinlly =mong the Druids,

They Joined: to their oupsrnatural lore immocent secular leayn-

ing, ekill in poetry, and Imowledge of the lewa and history of

thely o « They gavo the kings advice end sducated thoir

ciildven.

The ethies of these peoples for the most part wore soverned by what
iz called todx;w the lox toliomis. Socleoty not having the ablo system of
police mrotection with which the twontieth century is endowed, the indi-
vidusl wvas forced o protest himself. The Intricate nmature of this

» :'Gﬂo{l@::ln_- L0 m-, m’!_ 2c2"9|

17.‘1‘. B. Buwy, The idfe of Saink m:ﬂ.nk (London: Macmillan and Co.,
.1905); P TE.
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ebhical system io bvoyond the scope of this paper. Suffice it to say thai
‘this sam? ethic of revenge maintained itself long afier those pecple were
chz-ietia-nim&.m '

Ceoningly there ws a great confllict v!.‘i*.htn the religion of theso
pagan paopies bebwoen '.wha% ore tormsd the wer gods ond the fortililty
gods. From all that we cen determine, it is poseibdle thet the war gode
were from the fer north originally, vh:ll@ the fertility geds moved in
from Asia Minor, But this is merely en hypotheais. Fossibly all socle=-
ties require both to satiefy the religicus needs of the pao:nle.w Thia
conilict of deitler wos probably one of the factors that weskened the
raligicun fabple of the sccloly and thoreby pared the way for Christisn-
ity. Th is quite well sub.'staéltiated thet the pantheon of the Anglo-Saxons
a8 they moved from the continsnt to the Fnglich Jeles was entirely con-
fuzed. The temple culi 2s described by Tacitus did not recur in England.
Redtler each king hed his owm temple. True, we do hear of o primus nonbi-
Ficun in Horthombrie, but julging by his actions he was not the head of
an organized n&timal'cl.t:lt .20 lioden and ?hunor, great (.;oﬂ.a on the conti-
nent, eve hardly mentioned in England except as demigods comooted with
the ewmploymsnt of spalls.al i

Acscmpanying thess groat gods wero all sorts of minor deities.
Thess doities, 1ike those of snoient Roms, wers ths personifications of

wsae Ajarman, op. eit., L, xvi.

Prnp thie combination see Jordansa, Gothile Eistory, (Princeton:
Princeton mimﬂiw mas; 19]5)' b 4 P 48
2'3!2. M, Hodgkin, op. 8it., p. 238.

21
fhid., ». 239,
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the varicus elewents In life,

Vo eee then thet Wodon and Themor and the mest gods « « « wvore

leoss iwmporrteant Lhan the lossey powers like Sceal-Weland the

Smith; =nd VWywd, the irvresistible Fate who raled even the gods;

end all the roube of miscell=neous bLoings and spirits who

:;:th'ﬁgzd mthe ﬁﬁgﬁ;ﬁﬂ: of.all lacén:‘.a v « o« glants,

H] 7 . e o

Those Interesting Pforces of life oconld be comtrolled by thes yriest-
hood., Among the Irish these priosts were calledi Iruide., There is prob-
ebly no other cest that fought o valiantly ageinst the new Christisn
mglo; €or that is liow they thought of 1. Over end over again in the
hisbories and liven of the calnits ws hear of great duels with the Iruida.
It was part of the idesl of the salnt that he have more power thaa the
Druid. Saint Patvick end Szint Columba hed many a battlo with these
priests. &As vwo shell ceo bolow, Christian end pagen alile bolieved in
tho pover of this magic. : _

Tnat wany facets of theae pagan ritoe maintained theomselves is only
nasaral. IS comnet be douwbted upon suyvey of the historical cvidemece.
The Zoplesiastical History of the Venmerable Beds glves ex=uplo upcn
ozample of thisi Saint Augustin of Centerbury was plagued with the prob-
1sm, Ta his woll~-kmown lottor %o Popo Saint Crogory he asked him Lo
guidance iIn dealing with these problems. Saint Gregory's answer is
slsssic, Ho writes Salnt Awgustine that e should nob disTupt any harme
less he-s.tl;en custon, dut rether employ :l-l; in the favor of the nsw faith.ﬁ

Vhen Roedwald, king of the Past Anglians; accepbed Christienity, hw

22‘;@_%., P. 2013,
Q%Qgiwtgh%; Riogtoxy, op. eib., I, =xx.
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accepted it merely as &m addition o the ol faith.2! Bede reports
rathor sympathetically that vhen Bishop Aidan cams o England he was
determined not 40 be a3 rough on the old beliefs as the Roman mission=-
aries had been., If theso paganisms cceured under the Boman Augastine,
they certainly mast have flourished under Aldan.’ Tyo hundred years
later the problem etill conceormed the okmroh. Pops Formosus sent a

letter to “ngleni in 891 condomming them Por not cheskinz the heathon

custons. 26 King Szint S8wand the Comfesscyr im his ccolesiastiesl laws

deternined that “all heathen pructicos,; witchorafits, and divinations
vers strlotly forbidden. !
Profesgor Hodgkin comuente oo these pagan elsmenbs:

Gester . « « roteined como slight trace of pre-Christian origin
n its nawo and Its eg3s. May Dgy continued o be celstrated
with scarcely distlumuishod heathen ritea. Ths “fotillity™
epiri’s was re-captured in each village with the amcient, »rimi.
vlveo usage. As in pagan timse, the country-follss coversd then-
eelves with apring's 19v grecnory, they dansed erocund the green
trse, thoy processed with clamsur youmd the fielis--nobt indsed
with the image of a god, but bearing e garland of flowers which
could, by confusica with the mew religion be called “Cur Lady®;
thoy stormed into the church-yard or the olmreh with their pagsn
riot,; and in the night s in the day thore was a resurgsase of
The mrimitive Instinets of man . . . « The Rogation-tide of the
Clinrol: was shill mown as the “Gang-days™--the days in which ths
folk porapbulated the bhounds of their fields in oxder %o call
for a blessing woon the fruite of the earth. The Midsumsr
Fizwaa » tho Earvest Ecnes, end the mid-wintor fostivals might bo
gtemd, bub their heathon traditions wore again umnmistak-

ah!.ﬁ:-

Mvaa., I, =v.
2m,3a., IIT, 413 ¥, xix.
26“1. BEmt, S Q;E-, Do 283,

*T1ped., p. 290,

EE:{. H. Bodgiin, op. 8i%., p. 46k,

R S ———
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Six Bamaol D11l gives us the saws plcture on the conbinent.

It iz woll lcooum that the flergest offorts of tho Christien

Eopizre lopg faliled to abolish the verformance of hoathen

rltes ia countyy places. They survived the Western Eanplre

for gomorationz, and populer devotion was only slowly weaned

Trom the cult of the heathon gods and domons by the cult of -

the sainte and meriyrs. The comnmcils of the sixth snd

gevonth combturics are atill compellsd to launch tholy ense

-thomas againet tho lingoring reverence for stonss emd trces

anl fountains end the practies of the people going out from

mass o oifer moat to idols. The proceesion of lagna-iater

in ey car, with music and dencing in the old fashilon smong

tho flelds end vineyards of Autun in the fourth centwry was

abolichod by the zeal of Bishop Biwplicius . « « « In the

sixzth centuxy tho worship of am old Celtic dcity, ldentified

in popular syncretism with Diane, Qgtill ateracted crowls of

dovotees in the regicn of Trowss.
Yo shell notice in detall as we suwrvey the various olememis of Christian
picty how those pagen eloments contliued to maintain themselvos.

“Ancther foundation of early Garistien piety that deserves spacial,
attention s 1tz enphusis oun the 0l1d Testament. It 4 difficuls 4o
dotermine whother thie caphssie determined the plety or whethor the
oviginsl pagan plety o it moved over iabto Chriziienity was naturally
uare congenial to the pilety of the 01d Testement. To discuss 'bh:ls_
ezphasis in detail st this polnt would carry us through 4o the end of
the paper. We shall cnly point out the mein features here., Tho theme
will moocour thyvughout the pepar.

Az we worked through the sonrces we espscially waichod for refer-
ences ©o the Ssriptures. It was vory interesting to note the meager
nusber of times that thaﬂw'l'eataisntm guoted in relation to the

wmerous bimss that the 014 Tostament was uned.3° Tho Biblicsl, book

25a, Dill, om. m') bPD. 25&"3'

3% 4o especially Tho Worim of G4ldas (London: Nenry G. Bohm, 1848).
Also Jocelinus, op. cit., XXV. Also Asser, Aunals of the Reigmn of Alfred
the Great (London: Hemry G. Bohn, 1848). See further Sidonius, Letters
TOxford: The Clarendon Press, 1915), CXXII.
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roferced ko mosh was the Psalter, whlch was used rogularly in worhsip
and. espoelzlly in the monssteries. It is cnly matural thet 1t should
beoows the juspivation Tor mwch plesty. Sidonius writes tho following
eoncerning a nobls fxiend of his:

His i3 en indulgonce which dces not spoil, a vpunishment with-

owb brutality, a tempsored severity. storm but nevor droadful.

With all this ke 13 o rogular roedor of the SBoriptures; even

at meal pimes hio enjoya this nubrinsnt of the scul, §2 sty

dies The Psalms, and yot more frequently chanis them,

thach of the thougat of Gregory of Tours ebout the various Frankish
kinge was molded by thes historical books of the 0ld Tectamonit. Cregory
is often at woids to prove, as +the Biblical writer, that Ged Dlesses
the good and punishes ths evil, He thinks of God as being wiih the
Einge of the Franlks es Ho woa with the kings of Israsl hocause tho
Einrs of the Fraanks wore still Dighting the Tord's babtlie oven though
the namen hed beon chenged from Cznaenite to pagan, from Bsal Worzshipera
4o Aviens, He cace cummayices & king'@ activity with:

God daily subdued his enemies undsr his hand;, end increzsed

his dominion; eincs the king walked with an upright I:ear&a

vafors Ein, and did that vhioh was pleesing in Hio eyes.”

Those two influences, the one from tho old Germanic religioms, and
the other from the 914 Testomsnt, vather then the New Testament, aze

detorninative for the Christlen plely of the early Middle Ages.

3id., IV, iz. Seo furthsr R. H. Hodgkin, op. git., p. 469. And
V. Buzb, on. git.; P. 272 on the theme of Alired's ILaws. HNote also
Lifo of Ssint Guthbert, Pessim, (New York: E. P. Dutton and Co., 1951),
Alsc W, Hand, op. git., P. on Wilfwrith., Also Adaman, opn. git.,
IIL, =xxive

3Fuoted in €. Bill, op. git., p. 216, See also 8. Dill, ob. eik.,
De e3, : i




CHAPIER IIT
THE PIPTY OF THE GERMANIC FEOPIES
Part IX: Boliefs

Tae flrst sgpsct of Cermenic piety thet we ghall survey is, what we!
might term, cosmology--for went of a better word. It gees without caying
siah the writers we consulted had no plece reserved in their thinking for
what 13 todsy called comzology. Whaet we mean hore is their roliglious
thinking concerning the powsrs and Porces of natuve ani especially thelr
thoughts concerning CGod and Eie rolation to the powers of the walverse.

If o god wap 4o be worchippsd emong the pagans, it was necessary
that there bo mone one in the group to whom the power of that god in scme
maamwé hed been imparted. The pagan wos not interssted in a conceptual
god. Cod had to sch, and act in 2 way cutside the “ordor of nature” sc
that theve corld be no mistaking thet it was the god vho was ecting.
When the sarly Chrietian missionayica approached these pooplo, thay h=2d
%o anow thom that their God wae & tsrribly powsrful Cod., This bacems, at
izest zecording ©o the Chronlcles, the basic apprash of the early Cihrie-
tien teacher emong tiwse peonle. lihen God is spolen of in the Chronicles
by an;w of the actors involved, He is geoldom portraysd as a loving father,
but rather as the iler of the universe with powor to atiain His will
among men. We note this in the preaching of Saint Patriek who warasd
that his God was the God who ruled the forces of matweo, that his Cod

doninated héaven end =11 that is above end below. "Ho inmspires all, He
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quickens all, He dominatos all, He supports all.">> It is caly efter
seying this that he mroceeds to spsak of one who iz co-eternal with tho
Father. Daniel, Bichop of Wincheoster, attempting to coach ons of his
studente comcerning mothods of aprwoaching the pagan, begins in the same
maymer. He uses vhat wo recall from Aristotle as tho cosmologleal argu-
mont for the oxisitenceo of God. If this was not succeasful there was
always another approzch that was slmilar bub more teliing. The heathen
wore ashed o shov the missicnary what happensd hefore their pagan gods
came into existence. A finsl blow was tendered with the essertion that
the Cheistiens possess the fortils lands . . . and have loft the heathsa
with their gods only the frozen lsnds.">' This of cowrse made the pagen
apnear ridicuious. BSeint Alban, in the tims of Diocletlan, apprcachesd

a pagaam Suige with the ptatomsnt thet ke worshipped the orestor of the
wvorld vhersas this Juige worshiponed only dovils who clonz with him sould
50 to Hell om the final day.” ¥he Venereble Delde recomis s letter thet
supposedly was written by Pope Bonifece (625 A.D.) to King Edwin of
Horthunbiia. In this letter the pope begins in the sems mammer. He
srecks of the Christisn God as the creator end ruler of the universs.
The God "o vhon slso the haighite of empirs, and the pow=rs of the world,
aro pubject, Decause the besitowel of all kingicms is granted by His
ﬁemsitim."ss

338ury, op. oit.> Do 139.

S godgicin, op. eit., p. 265. Also Bury, on. glk., P. 9.

Bpastestastiosl History, op. oit., I, vii. Also Gregory of Tours,
%WW storeotyped in the mouth of Clothilda,
bub 1'?:. is still that thinklug of Gregory.

wm: L, =, I, =xii,
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When Chrlet is epolen of, it is either in terms similar to the
Ficeno Creed, or, =s tho Father, In terms of creation or judgment.3!
His saving work om the cross is seldom mentionsd. It 1s not implied
hamﬂmtthnorqsmsmtmrhofthemmh&ngofthiam, but merely
that It seidom ocouwre in the Chronicles. In evalnating the piaty, this
wonld iwply thet Chriet the redecmer wes secondary to Christ the ruler
of the 1u1iverae.3e
Waile this peper does not propose to deal with comcepts that ocour
in tho poetry of vho ere; we nmight note a few insights in the Saxon
Hiliend and the Anglo-Saxcn Caedmon. Both of these poems intond to
rarephrase the Biblicnl stordies. In dolng this it is Intersasting to
noto how pagon ideas weore superimposed upon ths stories of our Ioyd's
1iTe. Czednon's vooms have God appeer es the “"chief of Thegns" in the
Conenic sccount. Batan hes his own "strong rotainers,” and he boazts
that they will not f2il him in any fight. The whole svent of creation ie
pictursd as e great werfare in which the whole creation is involved.>o
In the Heliand tho same mertial and Teutonic spixit is chvicus:
Christ is the kins, the disciples exve His thaves whose duty is
to stand by tholr Iowi to the death; Ho yowverds them with the
pronieced richsa of h2aven, omcelling the earthly gonds beotowed
by othsz kings. In the “botrayal" thoy close around their Lord
geying: "Wers it they will, mighty Iord of ours; that we should
sot upon then with 2 sposr, gladly would we otriko and dio forr
oor lord." Oub brole wrath of the "realr swordon=n” Simon
Petor; ke could not spsalr Por anguish to think that his lord
should be bound, Angrily stiede the bolil imight before his loxd,
drow his weapon, the sword by his sils, and smote the nsareast foe

with might of hands. BefTore his fn:vham t2e spurting blood the
people fled fesring the mword's bite. 'O

333&1‘3’, P.B-_ﬂ."i-! De 139.

s o te (] ,558.
e i ko) o aitr's, 5
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This martisl chavacter does not ocowr as cbviously in the Chronicles.
A% the pame time it ie ovident that this sort of thinking ic behind the
actions of varicus kings. Both in the Vensrablo Bsde sud in Cregory of
Tours wo note many ocourences where God or Onxrist are thought of es being
either leaders in battle or at-least glving vistory. In many cases this
doninated a man's comversion.. To be & Christian waz not thought of es
bheing & change of chaxacter, bui rether as pocelving sune of that power
of God which would give cme victory over one's enenies. Over and over
again we ave told of a king who hecems a Chrictian because in this way bhe
would atitain victory. Often the king would promise morsly 4o becoms a
Charigtian i ke was gliven wvictory. Clovie, according to Gregory of Tours,
is supposed o have said the following:

Josus Christ, Thown that axrt . . . seld to give aid o those in

distrees, to mrent victory 4o those thet hope im Thee, I entreat

for a devout heart the glory of They succour, I Thou gyant ms

victory over thogse cneonmies, ani oxperience confirm that powsr

vhich the people dedicated to Thy nmame claimeth to have proved,

then will X also boliowe on Thes and be baptised in Thy nams,

I heve called upon my own gods, but hore is proof that they have

withdévavn themselves fron helping me; wierefore I believe that

they Ezs.wehno power,; since they come mot to the succouxr of their

servents 4L

King Bdwin supposedly made the sams sort of deal with Bishop

Paulinw.bz

Vhether thess kings actually pcaid the words that are placed
fnto their mouths by the historian is a difficult guestion. But wo must
wscall that these historiens thomsoivee wirote during the poricd of time

that we have wnder comsideration, and thervfore boih writer and reader

Ml regory, cp. glt., 2:21 (30). Also 2:20 {29), 3:23.

L] e

' haEeglag.‘lg_a“gigl Higtory, II, ix.
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mist have labored under thie sort of thought. It is vhat wo might call
peganisn dvossed up in Chrlstisn clothes.’3

The virgin Mery scomingly played & mincr rols in the thiaking of
thees poople. Though hor nem? cocura at times, she doos not seem o have
bosn yovered as & power in the celesctizl hierarchy wntil the time of
Benedict Biscop (c700 AJD.). It 2o only thenm that wo Pind her eppealed
ﬁoaathamtorma.meatomanintamsm.w Sho is hold in
high rogerd by Josslinus., The mather of Saint Xountigern evideatly
adaired the purdty of ths virgin and prayed to her; and the saint himself
commended his disolples to her mrotection et his death,'?

Angels ave also a part of this colestisl hiererchy in Germsnic
Ciristlanity. They ere thought of as intermedieries between God end man.
Beoideos their cccuwronee in vielons, they appeay most often as the beings
e surry tho holy efter death into heaven.'® The amgels were thought of
as waiting in the air to rocoive the d;ring.h'.r Often thoy could be sen.:'s
The Archansel Hichael appeared %o Bilshop Wilfrid and told him that ho was

o be granted longer 11fe.t? The onild Guthbert ofton ccnversed with engols

*3p121, ov. cit., p. 397

Wi celontastical gxﬂ%g, ¥, xix. Sso also Bede, Lives of the Abbc
of Weremouth and Jarrow (Fow York and London: Iverymans Librery, 1951),
negsin.,

3
"sioeel.’l.nus, ca. eit., I, TIX, ¥LiI.

“Gs.ma, Life of Saint Hinien (Bdinburgh: Damoneton and Douglas,
187%), XI.

¥ Ronnius, History of the Britons

uh-"*lwmm: op. gik., IIX. Ecgleslastical Elstory, op. elt,, I,
viil; IV, xxiii. Life of Saint Cuthberk:, op. olt., IV, XXXIV.

!'gEceiegias_t_ical History, op. oit., V. xix. CGrogory, op. git., 6:21
(29)- Faul the Deason; O8. m., v, =11.

EEEE 1 . A Rl &~ 08



29
and his lams log vas curod by one.”° Angels ofton cewms %o him disguised
26 men % test his plety.”  In tims of war an engol appeared to Bishop
Gell to toll him nob to fear einde ho hed yst seven years to 1ive. 2

Another nower that influenced the lives of msn wes the sters. There
is nmo doubt bub that estrolozy wae pmaetiéed by both Christien epd pagon.
Gregory of Tours and the Vemsrable Bede quote from “the aigaz in the
heavena” apgain end again.sa Whothor or nct these wore concelved es 1liv-
ing ferces 18 not poseibls o determine from the Churcniclsa.

Io the thinking of those people Cod had to ast in such 2 way that
tho people conld sec His asction withont misteke. It wes God who mast
givo victory, for instancs; i';? He d41& nmot thoxe was alwagys theo possi-
Bllity that the peopls 'ﬁmultl yevers to their old gcds.ﬁh

Thorse are mny ways that this powsr of God could be called upca.
For the Christian at this timo, as well as Pfor the pagan, Cold made His
vousy available through & musbher of aveauss. There wore always special
people whe had a. cartein hold on this powver. - A-t this tims tho moat
famoua of theso were the salnts; msn liks Selats Columba, Coluzban,
Potdick, and Marbin of Toura. Whethsy these mon vere de=d or alive did
voh wels boo mmch 4ifference. If they were dead their graves contained
this power. The meens through which i;.hia powor vaa chonnelsd wore

0 . . -
-5 Ecelosiagticel Higtopy, op. git., IV, muvii-wwviil., Tho Life of
Baint mﬁbﬂ:h; ZRe aidi.; Ii.

Simea,, VL.
Joaragory, op. oit., 4:5.
531h14., 9:5; 6:34. Also Hoolepimsticel Histomy, I, xexid.

ﬁﬁoﬁe eéﬁec,:lall;' tho firnot chepters of Bede's, Xoglopilastical
Higtozv,
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prophecy, macic, relics, eni miracies. Theso areas of Gemmenic piety
we would consider at this point. '

It wag the saint vho was the jdesl not only in ethiez hut 2lso in
power. Thoush thoy wore not the only people to vhom this spiritual
powor wae given, the.ag received e greoat shere c;f it. In 'bhe eyes of the
poopls Thsy held povor enough to 4o all sorts of miraslss, 4o commend
kinga, end teach with suthority.

H. 0. Taylor oéss in this vensaation of ths saint a coabinuetlon of
the tradicion of the Cogee. He writes:

Thove wes no chesm botweon the pegan bards end, ths Christien

Cleray « » o o Thoy elso had thoir predecessora in tho

Druide, vho had perforwed the functicms of divimors, magiciens,

ricsts, and teachers, whigg were assunsd by the clorgy in the
£ifth and sizth centuries.

Thers 58 somothing that iz to this day fasoinating ebout the lives
of theso sainte. It is quite understendsble why the poopls revered them,
when wo oonsider that their whcls lives were a tradlbicazl manifeatation
of divipoe power. When wo read about Saint Patrick end the vieion which
rovealsd to hiw that he wae o retwa to the land of his captors, as we
watch him in his magical boubs with the Drulds among the Irish; wo can
mierstend to a degres the wtier horcor thel must have avercome his old
muetsr vhen he saw Patrick coming to comvert him. In shoer Jesperation
ho kilisd himsel? in owdesr not to fell under the powar of this aaznt.55

Ta Baint Columbsn also we noto this power. Tredition had it thab
Columban's mother had seen the sun rise frem hor bosom when bo was bora.

Smaylor, op. gik., 9. 133.
558wy, op. git., pp. 86, 104-8.
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Colummben wvas instyucted by a wise old man in his youth and wae warned to
atay avey from the tempiation of womsm. After epending time in tho monas-
tory at Banshor in Ireland he travelsd 4o Gaul. While there ks weat 4o
the court of King Bigibert in Austresia where 1o epoke out againat tho
mle of the flesh in that court. One can well imagine the offect of the

pregence of monks iike this in the court of the kings. They owmsd noth- :
ing, all vz held in common. They rofused the hesic comfortes of life
end preached egeinst the rampant evils of the day. Thess monks “plonsly
ondpevored to propitiste Christ and o atone for their evil thoughts, |
tirough the mortiflostion of tho fiesh.”! Saint Colwmban 1s o have |
said thet only the Cresd rowained of Chrlstienity in Gewl, His mirecles
worv yemandborad and 'recorded by ‘the monik Jonss at Bovhio, A man of this
v 'fO‘L'L!‘l .naturallaj fnspire an hely awe in the minds and hearta of pscopls
with vhon he came into combact, s
Ons eonld roglie biography afftsr biography of t.hi fort. There wore
n'm;;,' of them written. Thls writing in itself le somo indiceticn that
+these men wero highly reversd as having & special power fyom God. Thelr
lives wore road 1o the monls ysars later vhile they ate thelir meals im
the mo'.v:mes1;«51-:1.63.58
Probebly the moet chvicus indication of the veverence that was glven
to the s2int was the caoteem that vas paid to their belongings either
bafore o usually after their dsath. It is nobt certain when this whole

revorence Tor such relics came into Western Civilization. It was alrvsady

57 [ ] s
Joras, Life of Seint Columban (Fhiladelphia: University of Fomn
sylvania Pross, 1902), JiV; LIX,

5830(5@11““5’ e ﬂo' IX.
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a PTorce by tho time of Sain% Ambrose, and part of ths theology of Crogory
the G:.\aa‘.s.r"?

Relles were wsusally sought Tor the powey that they contained:

o worshin af: spots hallowed hy ths apostolic memories. o

adore rolics of the mertyrs, to roseive the bleoasing from the

pope in perscn, to spound the last days of 1life in Ropo in ponl-

tence and good woris, todieanﬁ.'bebuﬂedtham,saeamatoau

men of thet Lims o %o an assurencs of salvation,

Rolica were aocted for their healing gualities. D1l writes:

Yevralgie, gout, fever of meny kinde, vensl diseases and

dysentey, apoplexy anld paxelysis, semsll pox, epilonay,

end oudden incanity--o ghactly company wers tharg . gathored

Yo avalt the healing virtue of the salnt's tomb,

Tho graves of the eainte were espocially sought out. The caint's boly
was thougnt o bo mﬂrngrb.ﬁz Cregory of Tours notoa vory often the
healing pover end wondorful miracles of the tomb of Saink Martin of Tours.
Tn fact it was the shrins of Geul for many. Mek and womon came from as
Lo ao uhB Englich Isles o visit that plaee.s" The Sombe of Saint Pag-
rick and Seint Osweld wore also highly reversd and tho site of meny

niracioa .6,'

Becanse & cerbaln gusen bullt a church and dedicatsd it to
Saint John the Bapiist; the Lonbamds in that place ocould mot be beaten

11 battle; the salut contimelly intercedsd for the inhabitents.S?

5933:7, op. eik., p. 131,

6°E-mt, oD, @i%., p. 172. Also Grogory, op. oik., 212.
6lp111, ov. git., op. 238, 322.

62?5.111 the Deacon, oR. eit.; V.

63grogory, op. oit., 2:2 (3)s k3 (h9)s 6:95 9:6: 5:37; 3:28; 8:dhs
8: 4

%mm, ob. git.; V.

15
BYp o or0a1astice) Bistory, on. 9if., IIT, ix-ziii, Bury, . git., p.208.
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ot only the graves but also the belongings of the salat wero' pover= '
ful‘. Asper tells us that befores a batile cortain soldiers swore am cath
on the holy xing of Saint Alfyed "vhich with the king were next -in vene-
ratlon after ths Delty H:lwsoif."65 The ralics of Saint FNinian cursd
many illnesses after his death.5T '

Foopls of this age travsled vexry far %o prococure these ral;cs. As
wvas pald above many camo from the dnglish Isles 1o travél to Gual or
Hmrﬁ.ﬁa Aaint Redegund sent to Constantinople for paris o-f the true
oross.?? Saint Winten traveled sbout just visiting relics. 0

This search For "relios and the reverence for holy places gave rise
%o mEny pllgrizages. HMany kings of the Apglo-Sawcns Foreook the throne

to @o Bo Rome .71

Just ag in Chaucer of a later gensyation, 8o heze oo
a certain ebuse of these Woly emdeavors took placa.. Saint Boniface waras
the English pishops to keep their women at homs because they becows hay-
lots in Roms.'®

Cns of the most common ocourances in the Chroniclea is the miracles
that these holy men performed. Thie was a common belief; & holy man did
miracles., As we review these it mey ocour to the resder thet this i

d4ePicult to oxplain. Xt cannot be doubted that the writers of theso

66Anser, op. eit., IVITI, Also Ecoleaipaticel Hiskowy, X, xviil;
iv, m=eil, VvV, xi.
67

Alfred, op. oit., XII.

ﬁac-regory, on. pdk., 6:6; 10;1. Al=o Ecclesiesticzl History, III, xxiz.
9ps13, op. olit., p. 322.

Ta1rred, op. oit., II.

71mmt, op. eit., p. 173.

T°Eoglesiestical Histovy, op. eit., V, vii. Bee Hunt, gp. cit.,
p. 172 for many references in Bede.
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histories believed that miracles were possidle, end oscurred very often.
It iz not possible, unloss one would tag them accomplishsd liars, to -
deny that meny of these phencmsna took place. Truo, the zaini's life
io a literary type and hed to coniain theose miracles. Ve can assume
fartheor that ths Chronicleos were forced to compromise with this demend
end includs many miracles alsc, but thls does not explain it altogsthsr.
Taul the Demcon edmitied thet he had omitted miracles not because they
4id not happen, dbut because he dld nct belisve that they ﬁ'ére necessary
%0 supvort his case .73 Sinece we do n'ot believe it good historicel judg-
ment to assume that all these miraclies dld not happen simply because they
could not happen, wo have recorded all that the Chronicles and Lives tell
ng and permit the resder to draw his own conclusicns. We can assume, nob
only from the culture of thesce pzople dDut ales from other cultures, that
orier in neturse aa we know it was not part of their thinking. That
there wore certaln physical laws that ecould not be bhroken vna' scemingly
entirely foreige to their thinking.

The salat had the power to command mature st his will. Saint Hinilen
calmsi the sea and raisced the deed. When he wae to juige who was the
fatheor of a certain child, he commanded the infant to speak; and the
child s_poke.w' Seint Xentigern preeched with reason and miracles
already in his youth. EHe brought a pst bird back to life with :pur.'aym:'..75
Colunba healed the sick, commanded animals to do his will, drew water
from a rock, drove off rain with vrayer; hesled a wound with spittle,

73quna, Introduction Lo Panl the Deagon, 9v. cit., p. xxxi. Aleo
Jocelinus, op. cit., II.

T ered, op. git., Vs VIII; XII.
TSJoeelinus, op. 2it., V.
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mltiplied wvater and £o0d miraculously, broke the chaina of a prisoner
"1ike rotien wood," rwsotred sight %o a blind men, =nd mony othsr such
76

acts. Viomsn oalled on the name of Saint Columban for help. He conld

bring about the death of hie onemies, and dofeated & monster with the
sign of the croge. He too healed the sick, raiseod a child from the dead,
and chonged water into wine. Other men used his nems 4o chenge the
dimeotion of the wina.Tl

Saint Aumustine in hls leticor ©o Pope Salnt CGregory sasumes that he

has the power U0 perform =miraglss. CGregory believes him, but commands

T

him %o be humble about 1t. At one tire Lo prove his powvor to the

Britons, Saint Mugustine gave sight o 2 blind men.!? Baint Martin of

Tours and Saint Hillsry of Poitiers raiced psople from the a.ead.ao

A cer-
tain Bishop Brice, in oxder to prove that ho was not the father of a cer-
tain ohild, hes the ohild tell the audience 50.0L A mirecle by Saint
Patirick provided hogs for mterving men.52 Saint Alben opemed a path in

the Thames as Momea oponed the Red Soa.33 Saint Alden saved a city from

8k

five through prayexr. Tha vensyaeble Bede explalnsd this power 50!

"'serams, geg. oit., pagein.

TTAQeaman, op. eit., I; IL.
Txop1oaiaptical Hictory, op. eit., I, x=xl.
Torp14., I3, 1.
30&1'0(,-0:7, op. git., 1:39.
1-'.":6.8 d., 2:1. Also 2:2 (3); 2:27 (37); 4:32; b:3h (49); 6:8; 6:9;
SQCanfeaiona, on. cit., VIIX.
B3ci1ams, on. git., .

sl'Eco;gaiastical Hiptory, opn. cit., III, xvi. Also of Bishop Milletus,
Ibid., IX, vii.
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Like the epostles, they hed homour and authority through

the good conscience, obedience %o thelr doctrine through

tholr pouwnd lseyaing, wg;lst the rewards of virtus sttend

their nudberous moxits.

Adsxman too atiempts an explanatiocn:

We muet thus believe that our saint h2d the zift of miresclea

"like the meophets Tlias and Elissua, and like the apostles

Pater, Paul cnd John, he lad the honour bestowed on him of

ralping the dead to life, ani now in heaven, placed amid

the prophote and agpostlos, this nrophotic snd aposiolic

man enjaye & gloricus and etern=l throne in the heavealy

fathorland with Christ, who reigns with thg Fether in the

wity of tho Holy Ghost for cver and over.

The eaint had this power not only over nature but alzo over demoms.
It 1a difficult o édetermine just where this idea of ths demon arose.
Clagsical literature is filled with references to thase creaturss.
deraidotuns in his Histories tells us that the enclent Magi thought that
2ll divine beings were demons.BT In Egypt theso crsaburea; sccording
to the mythology of the cult of Gairis, heunted the asocul e 1t mafo its
way from the tomb to the underwor1d.2® The demon also had his place in
the highor philcosophical thought of Scerates and Plato. Thess beinszs
were ofton used in ancient thought to explain swey the rhilosophical
gap that exieted between the infinite snd ths finlte.

The demon entored inte Christisn thinking when thepagzn geds vere

cslled demens by the Ghz'istiana.89 They conld have follewsd the sams

BBEccgaiagicel History, op. cit., X I, -xvii. BSee also Life of
Saint Cuthbext, op. git., XV.
"%‘Aamman, op. elt., II, xxxili.

BTEsrodotus , Histories (Nev Ypric and Cembridge: Loeb Classical

Librery, 1931), I, oxl; VII, cxili-exiv.

83Athsnagoms, A Ploa for the Chrigtiasns (Crand Rapids: Ante-Nicens

Fa , Vol. 2, 1951), XXvI.
Octavit Grand Rapids: Ante-Ni 'athors
vor. 4oRgelye Taiiy: Sotevius ( apids: jnte-Ficene Fathors,
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tredition thet the psgan Pluterch used when he explained cway all the
difficultliss in pagan mythology by claiming that eitheor these gods wero
agtuelly demons,; or that domons vero actually responsible Por escms of the
texrrible actions thet ocoured in that mythology. It iz an interesting
study to note the uso that the early Christian fethers made of these
beings in thelr contwoversies sith the pagen.?

The domons were also a common idee in the thinkiag of the northern
naoplos. Though this nems was ohviously not epplied, croatures with &
similar nature sppeared. Among the Anglo-Sexoms they wexe called elves
or dwarfs. These croatures were hlamod for sickmess or dises=se. Dwarfs
wvora thought to be worm-like creatures that woriced their way undor e
wen'e okin.’* Jordanes blamss the demonn for bogetting the heted race of
the Kms.%

The Churcii demendsd officlally theat her converts chould sbanden all
hoathon cobserwvances and cultic ideam. But thesze psopls were not reguired
to @ive up their belief in thess melevolent beinge.”> In fact they beceme
£ rether pevmanent part of the thianking of even the greetest teaghsrs of
+ho Church. The pagans weyo morvly asked o edd to their list of demomns

+he names of the gods who thoy had before vomhipped.gh
Pozseseion by o domon was as comraon seemingly as in the dsys of ourx

Ioxd. ©On on2 cceagion 2 youth possossed by a demon intsrrupted = mass inm

Ppapien, Addvess to the Grecks (CGrend Rapids: Ante-Nicene Fathers,
Yel. 2, 1851), VII.

Npsazicin, oo. git., vp. 466-7.
Fgordenes, op. 0it., CXI-CMXII.

9%1!”, oP. 2&-; Pe 7".

Mrenntus, op. oit.s XFT. Gregory, op. oik., 2:9 (20). Esclesies-
itical Histowy, op. eit., I, vii; II, x.
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Gaul-boing celebrated by Bishop Hiocetius to denoince the king as
adulterer, Salut Kontigern once conmzanded a wicked apirit to leave 2
crowd Lo whlch he was speaking, "whersupon, with excesding spsed, an
fimenes multitude of phantoms, horrible in stature and eppesrance, coming
out of the crowd, £led eway in the sight of all.”™? One night when a cor-
tain bishop entered his church he found demons sitting im his throne in
the .guise‘ of a wm::m:::x.g'5 According to the Venerable Beode the demons raised
a storn to stop Saint Cermenus from reaching the English Isles whore hs
was to ctamp out the Folagien ho:ias:;.w

Iu all cases of ccontast with theso demoms the saint with ths help
of the trus God cowld overscme, Baint Kenbigern cest them out of people,
Saint Gormanus defeeted then by stllling the sea, and many priests,
turougn the Tite of exorciam, expelled them. S :

The most obvions ceees in which these demons woro dispolled were in
the conflicts that Tthe carly Christian tesachers hed with the pagan priests,
the Druide, Agemmen records with some satlefaction the conflicts that
Saint Columba had with the Druids. At one instance the Draide were sure
$het the saint would die beocause he had dvunk of water that had polluted
others with dicense. But they were coafounded when the eaint did not die,
but rather that the demons 1eft the pool forever.”” In ancthor case a

95-!‘93911:1&9, op. git., XXXII. Gregory, op. eit., 3:12; 4:36; 6:8;
5:33; 10:25.

Ppia,, 2:21.
IMEeclepiastical History, op. gif., I, xvii.
9rpia., XTI, xt. Life of Saint Cuthbert, op. eit., IVs XVII.

ggﬁimman, op. eit., I, i, xxix; II, x.
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young boy vho had just becom? a Christian wvas taken 11l end died. The
Druids cems and cursed the father because heo had permititod the lad to

vecome & Christian, Salnt Columba camo and raised the boy from the dead,

thus proving that the Druids were powerless in the face of tho powsr of
the true God.lm B8aint Columba algo contested with the Druids their
power to control ths winds, Eere again the sainb was tom waeml.ml
Salat Patrick had these sams conflicts with the DPrmids. He asked
God to thiow 2 blaspheming m-deszt Lo the ground and 1t w3 dons.. AL
ancthey time when the Druids bronzat anow to the ground bubt conid not
yemcve 1%, Saint Patelelr dld so.loe
It can boe sa2id that the Chnistians were just as supsrstitious as
the pagens wvhen it c=me .to toege demona. They alsc seesningly belisved
in the reality; in soms mamnner, of the heathen gods; but that they were
aubject o the Christian God. Asser, for instonce, clalms that King
Alfved wos a descendsnt of Woden end Adam. Both are rnlaced on the sams
level. Poselbly he warely thought of Wodon as sn ancient human being,
but thiz sort of thing ccours rather too often Lo be answeored im that
umr.1°3 |

The point of these mirmoulous acts was, of course, to convert the

vagan, They proved thet Christ wes a stronger ohzym than any of the pagan

mo@ia.., IT, wxxidl.
ml:‘.'b:m., II, x=xiv, zzxv.
1%“1?, SD. 91._‘!.‘-_., PP. 100, 104-56.

103;21&-: p. 75. Aseer, on. cit., p. 4.
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itiee. The cipn of the cxoss was often used to conguer the

demon 100

But the pagen charms remained. We hear again end agein of provin-
oial comeils legislating egainst such customs =s zoothsaying, divine-
ticns, the eating of horseflesh, thoe slitting of hoxsos' nomea, and the

=
dooking of their 'bails.mo The horsc was vegarded as sacrod emong the

_ Anglo~Sazon, L

Yo also hear of mumeroue witches. When Saint Eentigern's mothsr

yes saved miveculously from a fall, she was callsd a witoh.108

VWhen the
gon of Hing Chilpsric died, it wes rumorsd to the gueen that he had been
cerried off by witcheral .109 They used such conmon erticles ag moies'
seoth, bones of mico, and the clawe ond grease of haers.lm Those
chnaynz were the contlnual bans to the clergy. But it rmst be said thab
ike clerzy wore justc &2 eager to cmploy these motheds sa the witches.
Poopitly they were forced to do so to meintein thelr status among the

onie.

8

3

_0_'_2- E&" 9: . B‘m; ﬂ. glt-, P. Tr- mn’ g- 9_&-' . 256’ h57.
mmt, 9_“_- _c_tt_aj pn 13-

YWiaregory, op. git., T:k2.

: 'Hoagk:in, op. git., p. 465. Hote Council of Clovesho in Fngland
T47, Funt, op. cit., p. 230. Grogory assumes that the Huns have this
magpical power, Gaogory, ou. clt., 4:22 (29).

J'Wﬂunt, op. git.; p. 13.

199 0e1inus, op. git., IIL.

J-OQMGW, :._E. _ciﬁu, 6325 (35)'
1101a., 9:6.

~Eccleslastical History, cp. git., I, zviil, xxv; IV, xiii. Gregory,
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Anothor of the great povers that the Church and her clorgy main-
teined wers the Sacremente. Vhile one can haxdly maintain thet the
Sacramsntel system, as ve mow it in the thirteenth century, was
develovzd at th'i.'l;ima, ﬂ: cen be said thet there was a rather deep
stresa on tho sacrament. As sn illustration of this extensive use one
need only note thet the ZTucherist wes offered dally in thd rmonagteries,

111

andl et leeat weskly in cther places. The Eucherist ims usually

»ecolved et death.u‘a It was alweys spoken of in secrificial, and et

the same tinme gscrevental teims. Adammsan calls 1t a “mystic sacrifice”

and "holy sscrifice .“113

211k

Ho spsaks of "consesrating the Body of
Chrict. Jocelinue tells us that =t the death of Saini Eentigern,
"He was anointed with the oill of remlesion, and purified with the eacra-
went of the life-glving Body eund Blood of the Lord." ™ The same his-
toxlan, attempting to point up the fact that the Euchariat was more highly
rovered in the selnt’e éay thar in his owm, rolates a story that is o
have tsken vlace during the life of Saint Eentigerm.

For whils with his kends lifted in the form of & cross he

gaid, "Sursum Coxda,” he 1lifted his own unto the lord as

he exhoried others; so fyum the goldsn censor of his most

pure heart, Tilled with coals, bwrning with virtus, and
irindled with delight in God, like the brightest and swestast

"lllhdﬂmn, oo. cit., I, IT. Cregory, cg. eit., 5:8 (14). Ecclesias-
tisal History, op. eit., I, xxvil; V, x.

n'aa'onaa, op. eit., IXIX. dJocelimus, op. git., I¥. Ecocleslastical
History, op. eit., IV, 1i, xxiv; ¥, xiv. Lifc of Saint Cuthbert, op. cit.,
XIE.  Pury, Sp. _g_i_:h_-p Pe 207 .

113 gemman, op. oit., II, 1; IIX, xiif.

4ri1a., I, oxxv; IIT, =Aid.

mﬁmunus, op. oit., IX.
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aavourod Incense, his rrayor »ising to the clouds, meaetreting
the hoavens, and plunging into the light unto which no man can
apmroach, was 8ot forth in the presence of CGod; so that the
Most High Eimsslf vouchsefed by evident signs to menifest to
the eyes of mortals that Ho hed accepted 1t as an oblation,

an odounr of a sweot savour, woll-pleasing to Himself; for very
often, es he handled the Divine Sacraments, a snow-white dove,
having as it wers a golden besk, was seen to light upon his
head, a2nd with tho transparent Flubttering of his wings, like a
ray of the sun, to overshaidow him end what vas laid upon the
altar. Frequently also, when he shood sacrificing at holy
altars, a luminous cloud overshadowed hisc head, and occesion-
ally at the time when the Son was being immolated o the
Father, he zecmad not to stend there, but e Fiery plillar
vhose brightness the sight of the onlookers was blinded.

Baptien wae held in the sems megard. Alfred telle us that Saint
Hiaian wes baptized in his 1u:£'anc;-,'.u7 Mony wore baptired in rivera.lm

It hes often been ctated in mfemey to this secramsnt that whole tribes
woere beptized because tho king commended it. This doss noct zsen 4o be
true as far as the Chronlcles are concermed. When 2 king was baptized
{4 did nob necessarily mean that his psopls would follow., In fect the
kings wore ofien hesitant bscauas they were afraid that tholir poopls’
would ah,;]ec".:..llg Usually the missionary went cut amongz tho psople end
veptized them individually. =0 '

"ese rites wers thought to have a terridly powerful influence on
the pecple. Thie aspect le shown in the caso of Clovis and Clotilda.
When their first boy wee born Clotilde had him baptized over the objecticn

of the king. Ister it died. Clovis blamed the rite of bapiism for this,

161144, , VI

2Tp10vea, op. eit., I.

1161:'1'.:11:, op. cit., ». 62.

1% omory, op. Gif., 2:22 (31); 2:25 (34); 6:10 (17).
120305108108t l0n] History, op. git., I, xx; II, xiv; IV, xiii.

|
|
/
4
5




43
thinking thet it had & malevolent effect on the child., The second son,
afier it was baptized, also took sick. But through the prayers of the
mother he survived. One wonders vhet might have happened to the Chris-
tian feilth emong the Franks if this child had disd..m]‘ This examplo
shows that the baptismal rite wae concelved of es being very powerful.
If the eacrament Gook plmce on the feast dey of = saint, that saind

122 s Yenerable Bede expressly

woald protset the povaon inmvolved.
placed the sacyramsnts of the Chwrch in Juxtaposition 4o the rites of
the heathen.lz3 At ancther ccoacion he implied that it was the mystery
of the cacraments that the pagan feared mst.la!’
It would be interesting to spesenlete Just how mueh these »ites
played in ths ninds of the peopls. FNotebly, =ll veliglona have such
rites, This wes the constant concern of the Church fathorz wvhen they
replicd o pagan slanders. OFf the similarities that existed hotwesn
the (hristion and the psgen myatsry religiomz, this one bothered the
fashers moal of a].}..125 J. B. Bury ha=z this %o sey abou® the people
apd the sacrawents:
"It was, above &ll, cvhese mysterious zites . . . without
vhich the body end soul wsre condemmed to everissting
torment, and the mystical ceremony vhich is kmowan as the

Eucharist, that stanmedﬂgs religion as geauine in the
¢yea of ths -barbarians. :

Vlgregory, op. oit., 2:20 (29).
122yv4d., 2:14. :
123 o1petastion) History, op. oit., I¥, xxvii.

Phg,, v, . \
2cunont, The Oriental e in Rowan Zeganism (Chicego: ©ven
R a2 oy P

J.EESBW’ op. git., P- T5.
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: .“ _l_inathorra'l‘.her common occurance in the Chronicles is the power of -
i;;éﬁhéoy. Painl the Deacon referred to this as "tho spirit of prophecy”
and a man possessing it a8 a "servant of God."m Seint dermanus could
prediot the tims of anotuer man's dea.th.ma This was wvery commor 122
Ring Guntram sought out a "women of prophscy” to prsdict the fate of a
bai-.tle.mo The spirit of this typo of action is sumred up well by Paul
the Deagon. It reninds ono of encient Isaieh. ;

Hospitius, a man of God, vho hed boean cloistorsd at Wicea,
forepay thoir invasion a long while befors it happened, dy
revelation of the Holy Cpirit, end predicted 4o the citlizens
of the c¢ity what calamities were impending . « . « This holy
men then, predictsd ths coming of the Langcharda into Gaul in
this menmer: "The ILaugoburds,” he saye, "will come into Gaul
end will lay vaste ssvon cities becauss their wicksdneoss hes
wvaxed great in the dight of the loxd, for all the people are
addicted to perjurleg, guilty of thefts, intendt upon plunder,
ready For murder; the fiult of justice is not in then,

withos are not given; the poor man is not fed, the naked 3‘31
not clothed, the stronger is not received in hospitality.

Along with prophecy, the ;moy].o of this eze also balieved that viaicns
' wore sent to wsm. Obviously there is a clo-ae relatlonship 'be‘wam visicns
and, __m'ophoo.;r,r, sincs both wore often concermed with see:lng_thﬂ future, A
vision often revooled that poms one had been sslectod by God for a spo-
cific task. '"his iz =eewingly the messon that Saint Cuthberi saw the

poul of Saint Alden beingz carrled into haaven.u? gaint ratrick saw how

mTPa,ul the Deacon, op. S8it., V,. vi.
128 ennius, op. git., DXITI.
122

Gregory . clt., 2:4 (5). Ecclegimstical g;___m . glt.,
ITY, %v. ILife _g_fg___m,guthbart, on. glt., XEVII-XAVIIX

Bo@mm, op. oit., 5:8 (14); 6:8 (14); T:uh; 8:33.
131payy tho Desmcon, op. oit., III, 1. Gregory, op. eit., 6:6.
132gs010atactical History, op. cit., IV, xxvil-zxviii.
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he was later to escep? from his eaptors.133 Peul the Deacon tells of &
mon in the midst of robbing a tonb who saw 2 vision of Saint John the
Baptist. Enowing that his readeis would doubt this he added, "I speak
the truth in Chriet; he who gaw with his owa eyea that very thing done
roloted this to mo." 3" King Oswald sew e vision of Baint Columben in
the midet of battle vwho quoted the worda of Jesus Ben Mum %o him, "Be
stvong end of good couvage; behold T shall be with thee." 52 Bropedly
tho most common viedon was the Lype thet recorded what tho afterlife was
to be like. When Eaint Eentigern raiced a men from the dead he yeported:
Ho aszerted that he had besn roft from things human with unspeak-
able pain, carrled besfore the tribunal of the terrible judge,
and that there he had secn very many on receiving thelyr sentence
olunged into hell, others destined to purgatordial places, scus
elovated to colestisl joys above the heavens. And vhen, trembl-
ing, ho was aweiting hic own wentence, he heaxdl that he was %the
man for whon Eentigern, beloved of the Ioxd, was Draying « « « .
Beo was sedulously warned by him vho conducted him 'bigg to earth,
that for the fotwre ke should lead a stricter life. .
Fronm theee visions we can not only determine what visioas were like,
but also whnat those people tho;:ght of tho contents of the afterliife.
Yhen one xoeds the histories of oither the Yenorable Bede™S! or Gregory

135

of Towrs, - Le notes that there wore mmny such ccourvnces rocoxnded.

Bgconfessibna, op. git., VI,

132'?&1-_1 the Doscon; op. git., IV, xlvii.

Bsm; Sn. g%i;-" I, i.
130700e11mus, gp. eit., VIL.

1378a01081astical Blstory, op. eit., II, xix; IV, 111, xxvid;
¥, xi-xiv,

Bsﬁme.ary, ou. git., T:l.
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CHAPIER IIT
THE PIEIY OF THE GERMANIC PROPIES
Part ITI: Zthics

It ie alveys diffloult to characterize & people by their ethies,

If wo were realing the theology of the tims, we would find that these
Chviotienz hed ethical idesls ss high a8 any. We 219 concernsd here act
with this aspoct, but roather with some of the prevailling charasteristisce
oY their ethies in action.

Tt i= not altogethsr easy to dotermine the exact najure of this
cotion Decauze owr sowmos do not glve the same roport. Bishop Sidonius
in hie Istieors does not paint as terrible a picturs es Gregory of Tours.
While Sidonivs does show ab tiwws that hie &ge is mot all it conld
5,137 Grogory cees 1ittle besides ormslty, repime, end war. It would be
2 study in itself o detornine why Crogory has this rather mordbid outloock,
but here 1t shonld be kopt in mind vhenever he is quoted that his state-
mente beor thise imm'int.lho I? one reads only Gregory thie would swiely
look 1ike a derikz ege, but when ome rcads Sidonius end the Lives it
anpsays nownere nsar as dim. At timse even Greogory's bias shows through
and we are 2ble to dotermine that things a9 not as evil 23 he wonld have

them, W1

139%1aonlus, op. gig., VI, vi.
ywﬂzegory, op. git., 10:16 end passlim.

)
41p131, op. git., pp. 21, 156.
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" How deoply Christienity affected tho morals of the pagans can bhe
eeen 40 somo extent. Some authors maintain thet Chrlstianity haxdly
chenged the pegan morels of the Irish.v*a Juat us wo noted in ths
mrovious chapter that pagan idoss remained %o bosore port of Christian
thought, 8o in ethics many pagan pattorns remained. The prsvalence of
"hlocd revenge”™ is probzbly the most obvious reminder of pamnism.ll's
It could be claimsd that this remained because of the stress on the 0ld
Testamsent, but it zeams obvious that it is rather a remnont of paganien.

The higheet ldenls of msonicn sleo inflnenced tho nsw Christien
ethic. It mmst bo rouwsmbered of cowrse that viien thie heppened in men
1ike Bishop Sldonius, we ere dealing with a highly educated perucn.
Theee Indications camnoct be taken as nowmel among the moople. Sidonius,
highly tralned in clasaical philosophy, has ideas of virtus that can be
conpared to those of King Alfred, who received them from Bc:vsrl'.ltlzl.\:ns.1,lla
The hunanistic spirit was mmeh alive in these Iideas.

The influence of the 01d Tostament on the ethica of the Germenic
pooples is éa obvious ag ite Influence on thelr idess. This is especi-
ally noticeable in the lave of the kings concerming the Ssbbouth., Xing
Aetholwulf ondained that Sunday must be kept more strictly. ” King

Réward leglelated a penalty for working on Sundsy.P'C Bishop Bidonius

MiZpeylor, on. eit., vo. 132, 195.

1"3@-35;@\1, olt., 2:7 (8); 3:7; 6:10 (17); 6:29 (43);
Senctusyy vas provided. as i.n the 0ld Testamsnt, Ibid., T:Z9;

ihbSIdc:ninB; op. elg., VIIL, xi, xiii.

hsmmt, op. cit.; ». 322.
1ih

ﬁ.o, P- 290'

127,
:38.
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in Gaul is perturbed by the breaking of the Sabbouth sud frivolity on

that aay.lw

In the latters of Pope Saint Gregery we note a very empha-
tic stress on the 014 Teatamsnt purification Imra.n'a The Laws of King
Alfrod inolndo the Tonm Commandments, tho fifteenth chapter of Acts, and
tho Golden Ruls. 2

The preaching of tho tims weos often gsared to the idea of roward.
In moat of the speeches mwcoreded by the Chronicles, thero is littls or
no emphenis on the forgivencss that Christ offers; hut xrather on the

130 iye promise of victory in batils,™* or the relief

roward of hsaven,
fron eickaess. 22 We note sll through the Chronicles that the kings and
guesns vere liberal in building chmrches. This was often dono with the
jden of suoh & rewerd, or for the protection of either the petron saint

or of God Eimeli‘.!'sB

Tke emphasie is alvays on doling scomething, rather
then, es v wonld say, "living in the forzivenese of sina."bl' When the
Yemershle Bede or one of the cother writers preaches; the sermon is usuwally

goarcd to the idee of doing something to got God on your 9155.155 In the

Wisiaontus, on. gig., ¥, xiv.
W8ps10ns0sticnl Metory, op. elt., I, zxvii.
1"'93’.11:1;, op. elt., pP. 272,

380 of gaint Cutibert, op. cit., IVI.
Vloregory, op. git., 2:2 (8).

m_I_h_i_t_i_:_. 2:233 3318,

1531p3a,, 3:5. Peul the Desecon, op. git., V, vi; Vi, xvii, lviil,
ﬁhEcclesigt:lo&L History, oD. _6_;!.5., IXT, xxvii.

15?'.5‘.‘51_;}_., Ii:!, v-xvii. Asser, opn. cit., vp. 40, %9.
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monesterios this idea of "working out your salvation in fear snd trexbi-
ing," wee carrisd to the Iim.‘.:.lss

There wore emphases on theo work of Christ end these dare not b9
overlooked. The Venerable Pede records the sermon of Baint Angustine
to the pegan Saxons wpoa his errivel. Augustine prosched “tho mereiful
Savicr hed redeemed the world by Ris own sgony and opened the kingdom-
of heaven o all believers." ™! Of Saint Aidan the Venmerable Bede has
this to say:

Fe held, rovered, snd presched not otherwiss than we do our-

celvea, the redemption of mankind by the passion, resurrection,

(ehg ﬁgﬁ%ﬂto Hecven of Jesus Christ, the medietor betwesn

In ethics as in all of the piety of this timo the idoal was %he
saint. The pages of Cpegory and Bsde are full of the lives of men whom
oupcosding gemerstions vere to emlate.'”? These sainte 3st a high ideal
by their chastity, hmility. elmsgiving, iabow, etc.l‘so Grogory of Towre
tolls of Exints Redegund, Vivienus, Reml, Genevievs, Severimus, ond
Hosvicus, to neme oaly a fow. Ol Sointly kings like Egholbert were also
an exauple o thelxr Bubgecta.lsa Quoonz like Clothilda, calntly in their

viritues, appear even in (regnry.

1565_321'_&_: \pp. 14-5:
lsTEcc]ﬂsiagﬁg digtoxry, op. eit., I, =xv.

%ﬁ_o’ JII, xvii.

.ﬁgﬁ_upg_& »p. 16.
momm, o5D. gi!l;-’ Tix, mmt, Obe ml’ P O0=10.
Wloregary, op. oite, 3:T; 6:6. Dill, ov. eit., zp. 63-9.

1625_......%]9 agtical History, op. cit., I, x==xxii.
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Probably ths greatest manifestation of Christisan virtue appeers in
tho ethics of this periocd vhon we considor the work done by the sainie
end the _m:.ralty for the poor. It was the exemple of the great in this
avea that must have led many of the lower classes.to the rsal mesaning
163

of Christianity. Kipg Sedoert lozt his life becouze some of his subd-

Jecte "were disgusted with the king because he forgave hie caemies and
bore injustices Fsr:t-.itatﬂ“.l,v.”1‘5'|4 The people of the time saw in Saint Cuth-
vert "a signel example of how the love of Chriat could mske a men count
all -l-.hiuga’ well lost for His aalaa."lﬁf’

Tnore sre many indicaticas in the Chrondelse of this work among the
poor. Quesn Clothilda hslpod =ll sorts of noedy people and espscially

2LranEeTs. _Shfs melit dowm to wash tho feol of & supposed ‘heggnr.ms

167

Elng OCewald also loved the voor and the strenger. Szint Columba's

monlies were Imowa for thelir a]msgiving.ma Eing Alfyed gent alma to the

68
(hristiens of Indie.’”” In Fngland the bishops =nd olders of sach shire

170

wvere in chargs of the care of strangers and wldows. Ethslwolf directed

183R0te also the lawe pacced concorning sleves, Humb, op. eit., po. 59,
323. Also tho sometimes onlightened atititude toward the Jow, Cregory,
on. elt., 4:8 (13); 5:6; 5:6 (11); Sidonius, op. git., VI, xi. For adverse
cmmﬁgts on the attitude of this sge towaxrd the Jew see Dill, op. git.,
D. 2

w'EceleaiaBticBL Eﬂﬂ'bm, DOhe. .g_j_-, m, =xii.
16511\'1@., IV, zxviii. Hund, op. siti, p. 14S.
lesi;regt.w, op. git., 2:12 (28).

Wﬂeclﬂgigtic&_l_ Mﬂ. 0P gi_t_o‘ m’ vi. Almo Iv, xi. Efe g
Egint Guthbert, op. it., HVi.

16853emaan, op. oit., IIL, xxiv.
1691’:5901‘, .O_E- _ﬂ&.’ P- 85'
1703\1’![‘!'-, _0_‘;!. 'gl?.' ] p' 318 -
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that throushout his dominion one poor in ten, either mative or
foreigner, shonld be euyplied with meat, drink, end clothing,> >
Cacgarive of Arlec was esposislly devoted to the care of the sick, poor,
and cepbives. (> Bishop Sidonius hed epecial sympathy for the unfortus
nate. 1% Ho often forgot to snswer his letters, and this was reslly soms-
thing considering his love for weiting, becsuss he was busy helping poopls
out of di:?"ioultm-;.“h King Thouvdobert "rolieved tho poor, end distyl-
buted nany uamfits on all hards with pisty end friemdliest good will.® 175

Thore romain two othey awees of niely o be considered hecause their

combtont is obvious in tho Chronlcles. First; vs shall discuse the status

of marriage in this society, und socondly, the ethics 1a war.

We note Pirst of all theis meny of the rulera of the time had movo
then one wife. The Church soomingly sew nothing wdng hers since nothing
wan said to counteract 1%. IEven though this wae especlally common smeng
ths Fraoks, Grogoyy of Toure passes no judzzent upon it at all.176 The
Vemoreble Boede mees nuthing wrong with the fact thet Eing Edwin has moro
wivem.t1! DAL1L writes concerning this:

Asser, op. cit., P. 49.

172p231, op. eit., p. 6.
113s1d0nivs, op. git., IV, xi; V, i1, vi, ix, xii; VI, xii. See also
Gz’&g’m, o2D. Qj._'i‘;.., 2:22.
Be
Mhrpta., I, mxiti-dv; VI, ix.

Lgvegory, op. clt., 3:25. Also 2:15 (24); 2:25 (34); 3:34; 4:24 (31);
5:13 (19); 5126 (34); 618 G 15 (23)5 7:1.

Y165,1a., 3:22 (23); he3s hi19 (26); hi2l (28); 5:8 (14); 10:8. Also
Jdonas, op. ¢it., TXI.

lﬂw Efetory, op. git., II, ix. One of Saint Dunsten's re-
folms wes'to Tore1s mmmége o the laity, Hunt, op. olt., pp. 359, 373.
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flor doop the Church, as a vhols, seem t0 have exerted itself
with much vigor or steirness o chack thile degradaticn of
wedlock in high places. It ia true that Saint Cermanus
oxcommnicated Charibert for hie union with Marsovefa, but ths
zontence geems not Lo kave heen drewm forth by the king's
promriscuous concubinage, but on canmoniocel grounds, by the

- fact that the girl had already taken the vell end was the sis-
ter of one of Chardbert's many wives. But Gregory, in speak-
ing of the polygamous habite of Siglbert's brothers, - egma to
troat thom as poolielly rether than morally a.osraaing.l'f

Many of the peiests and bishops wers alsze mrr:led..ng Bishop
Bidonius as well es Bishop Urbicus was married vhen they took orfioa.lgo
Crogory has an interesting comesut om this situstion:

A% Clermont, Stremcniua, bishop and preacher, was succeeded

by Bishop Urbicus, & convert of sonatorial famlly, who was

maryried. According to ths custon of tho Chuich, his wife

lived religlously apart, not cohabiting with the bishop, 1
both devotod themselvos %o prayer, charity, and good works.

A1l through the Chronicles we find a scemingly siteady advance toward

the .:mziu!dng that ectually celibacy and virginity wers tetier estates in
the oyes of the Church tion merriasge. Meny nobles during this era lived
separate fron their. wiveo, or left them altoasther.lsa There is a grow-
ing tendenoy to demend that bishops mot be merried. %3 sidcatus wrote a
typical remark:

T4 would of courss have been greater glory to have abandoned
the voluptunous life siithout taking to himwelf a wife; but few

1731)111’ Of. 9&-, e 237. Alas Dpe 257, 172,

17%%umt, op. oit.. D. 327, 269.

ﬁosﬂaonius, OP. git., IV, xxiv; VII, Ix,
181@1*339&?, op. git., :hk; Lk,

mcmgory, op. eit., 3:5.
143

Toid., 5:46; 8:19.
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ofthoeemotmmamratﬁgoallcrﬂrhuembogn
upon the highest lovel . . « .

Boede implies as he writea his hiotory that colibacy is 2 botter
estate than marriega.mﬁ
Vomon espocielly secrsd to think moxe in terms of psyeoetual virgin-
ity. At this time there woxe many houges established for wmn.les
Soint Hthelreda thoughitwice married rewained e virgin, o Wilfrith lost
" favor with the king of Horthunbria because his wife rofused 4o subnit to
kim «n advice of the bib'hop.lss Gregory Joyiully reporitsd whenmsver a
wife rofussd to submit to her musband Por religious ressons.’C? This
wag an oxample for all to folim# if possiﬁle.

Since this wvas a wvarring society, an obivious emphesis in the his-
tories 1z on Th® ethice of war. The times ware those of change. With
the broalkup of the Pox Romana and the waves of berbarian invasicna,
society could not have maintained itself without adopting this modie of
1ife. I% is interesting to mote what the Chuxch did hers,

Var in this erz was almost & sacramantal mﬂ.eavor.lgo Just as at
encient Troy the gods wosv thousht of as being in theo midat of battle

fighting for one slde or amother. This is noticable eapeclally in the

Vg saonius, op. git., IX, vi.

lssw Hisgtory, op. git., I, xxvii; III, viil; IV, xix.
Bﬁm: p. 17.

& 7Eunt, on. git., D. 186.

lBBM.’ P. 145,

wgﬂ-maoﬂ, op. git., 6:21 (29); Also 2:19 (28).

mIb;d., 2:21 (30).
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rages of Grogory of Tours. The wara of Clovie wero begun with mweyer,
anl sscrameont. Siges from heaven were awaited. ¥l one foels as ho roads
that those ave Crusede-lile wars., Gregory added after a bettle of Clovia:

For dully the Iord 1aid his enemles lov under hies hend, and

increased his kinglom, bocause ho wvalissd with Him with an

uprignt heart, and d1d that which was pleasing in Eis sight.192

The blessed Saint lMartin supposedly entered the lista. And Gregory
ie not slov to point out this as a reason for ﬁctm.m A% timos; hope
was piaced purely in Codts Judgmt.m Evil dseds could easily be the
cauge of é.ei'eat.lgs Grogory weites &8 1P the mighty aima of Cod rode with
the horsos of thoe Frankish kings. This is ceritainly a veflection of
genaral thinking.

Vio note further the Importance of vows in war. Many & king was coa-
verted on the basie of a vow he had made that if vietory wers his ho would
becoms & Christion., A most fswmous gege is that of Eing Edwin who over a
longz span of years otill fearsd to breek that vow even though he realized
that it wight hasm hin };aliticallw.lss King Osuy vowsd that if ho wore
victoricus he would dedicate his dounghter to the Iord.m The soldiers of
King Cswald promised to be beptized if given the victory. ™ Probably the

19lhia., 2:21 (30).

192414, , 2:30 (41).

193734, , 2:28,

2ohrpea., 6:22 (31).
195“;(1., 833’3-
1985 n10at0stion) History, op. sit., II, iz.

YW rnsa., 11T, =tv.
1 0f! :

N:--\dﬁm“ﬂ‘.’i,'ﬂ. &lj I) i.
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most Yamouws case i that of Clovis who vowed ©0 becoms a Christian if

givon victory.m Panl the Deacon esserts that Harses actually gained

hie wictorles more through his prayers then by am.-s.zog

It cortainly was o warlike kingship thaet Grogory of Tours knaw
anong ‘the Franiks. Clovis once remmrlked that if ho and his soldlers had

Bren pressnt at the cuveifirion it would have hecn avengsi. “If I hed

n20l

Teen there with =y Franks, I would h.a'-'ft_-: avong=d His wronss. This

wag a cruol age. The leter exbollisihments of chivalyy were not to be
aeen.zma Roliglous property wes deairoyed juct sz amy other mroperiy.
It is only Sir Ssmuel DILY, with sll _ﬂw force of his rhotoric, that can
offexr some understanding:

Yot & great racs which has done groat things should not be Timally
Judged by ite beheviour in momsnubts of delirious axcltement of
rapid conquest following yeers of hexdship., It should be eati~
mated rather by the goclal syetem which it stiives ‘o organize
vhen the strugele is over, and whom it has to address iteell

to the 1"53% of omicidng a comumnity on the lines of posce and
Justics,

oregory, op. sit., 2:22 (30).

2001 4he Deacon; gp. glt., IT, iid.

201p311, op. eit., 2. SO.
20 regory, op. elb., 2118 (27); 3:1h.

203p511, op. eit., p. k2.
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CHAPTER IV
CONCIIB XON
From thie brief stwiy wo are able to determine that the plety of
these Germanic psuple wes not altogether the szame as that of either

Clagaical civilization or of the twontieth eeni:.w. While exact com-
parisdins cen hardly be made, ons factor is obvious, The pisty of thess

peoplo was not something imposed from withont. It was not corplately now

vith their conversion. Rather its seeds lay deep in the paganism from
virich they nad been converied.

Wers we finally to svimarize tho concepte of plety améng these
Gormanic snd Celtic people as it 1s seen in the Chyonicles; it would be
necessary continually to bear in mind that the historlans do not glve a
complete picture. Cregory of Towrs gives, on the wvhols, a rather nega-
tive ascount. S:lrlohius, on ths othsy hand, presents another difficult
problem for the historian in eveluating Germsnic plety. To what degree
was the fundamental sowrce of his piety inflnenced by the classical
ideal? To obtain a complote etomy, other sowrces would need to bo cca-
emited. This paper was primerily exploratory; to draw any extensive con-
cluzions Ffrom this limited study would be hazerdous indsed.

Tt is the judamnt of this writer thet we dexe not be oo critical
of theae early Chriztiens. Their eruelty is obvious in the pages of
either Gregory or Beds. One could hardly deny, on the basis of the
Chvemicles, thet these early Christians were far removed from the elemsn-
; tary concopta of Christian love. It should be brought to mind that these

poople were newly converied, and wexe in a state of wendering. Furthemsore,

B =
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vefore pageing any oritlcal judgzwent., we might »ecell that the last two
world vars would hexdly present our gemeration in a good light to future
Chrsitalin historians, even though wo have had the Gospel now for two

thousend years.
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