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roferced ko mosh was the Psalter, whlch was used rogularly in worhsip
and. espoelzlly in the monssteries. It is cnly matural thet 1t should
beoows the juspivation Tor mwch plesty. Sidonius writes tho following
eoncerning a nobls fxiend of his:

His i3 en indulgonce which dces not spoil, a vpunishment with-

owb brutality, a tempsored severity. storm but nevor droadful.

With all this ke 13 o rogular roedor of the SBoriptures; even

at meal pimes hio enjoya this nubrinsnt of the scul, §2 sty

dies The Psalms, and yot more frequently chanis them,

thach of the thougat of Gregory of Tours ebout the various Frankish
kinge was molded by thes historical books of the 0ld Tectamonit. Cregory
is often at woids to prove, as +the Biblical writer, that Ged Dlesses
the good and punishes ths evil, He thinks of God as being wiih the
Einge of the Franlks es Ho woa with the kings of Israsl hocause tho
Einrs of the Fraanks wore still Dighting the Tord's babtlie oven though
the namen hed beon chenged from Cznaenite to pagan, from Bsal Worzshipera
4o Aviens, He cace cummayices & king'@ activity with:

God daily subdued his enemies undsr his hand;, end increzsed

his dominion; eincs the king walked with an upright I:ear&a

vafors Ein, and did that vhioh was pleesing in Hio eyes.”

Those two influences, the one from tho old Germanic religioms, and
the other from the 914 Testomsnt, vather then the New Testament, aze

detorninative for the Christlen plely of the early Middle Ages.

3id., IV, iz. Seo furthsr R. H. Hodgkin, op. git., p. 469. And
V. Buzb, on. git.; P. 272 on the theme of Alired's ILaws. HNote also
Lifo of Ssint Guthbert, Pessim, (New York: E. P. Dutton and Co., 1951),
Alsc W, Hand, op. git., P. on Wilfwrith., Also Adaman, opn. git.,
IIL, =xxive

3Fuoted in €. Bill, op. git., p. 216, See also 8. Dill, ob. eik.,
De e3, : i




CHAPIER IIT
THE PIPTY OF THE GERMANIC FEOPIES
Part IX: Boliefs

Tae flrst sgpsct of Cermenic piety thet we ghall survey is, what we!
might term, cosmology--for went of a better word. It gees without caying
siah the writers we consulted had no plece reserved in their thinking for
what 13 todsy called comzology. Whaet we mean hore is their roliglious
thinking concerning the powsrs and Porces of natuve ani especially thelr
thoughts concerning CGod and Eie rolation to the powers of the walverse.

If o god wap 4o be worchippsd emong the pagans, it was necessary
that there bo mone one in the group to whom the power of that god in scme
maamwé hed been imparted. The pagan wos not interssted in a conceptual
god. Cod had to sch, and act in 2 way cutside the “ordor of nature” sc
that theve corld be no mistaking thet it was the god vho was ecting.
When the sarly Chrietian missionayica approached these pooplo, thay h=2d
%o anow thom that their God wae & tsrribly powsrful Cod., This bacems, at
izest zecording ©o the Chronlcles, the basic apprash of the early Cihrie-
tien teacher emong tiwse peonle. lihen God is spolen of in the Chronicles
by an;w of the actors involved, He is geoldom portraysd as a loving father,
but rather as the iler of the universe with powor to atiain His will
among men. We note this in the preaching of Saint Patriek who warasd
that his God was the God who ruled the forces of matweo, that his Cod

doninated héaven end =11 that is above end below. "Ho inmspires all, He
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quickens all, He dominatos all, He supports all.">> It is caly efter
seying this that he mroceeds to spsak of one who iz co-eternal with tho
Father. Daniel, Bichop of Wincheoster, attempting to coach ons of his
studente comcerning mothods of aprwoaching the pagan, begins in the same
maymer. He uses vhat wo recall from Aristotle as tho cosmologleal argu-
mont for the oxisitenceo of God. If this was not succeasful there was
always another approzch that was slmilar bub more teliing. The heathen
wore ashed o shov the missicnary what happensd hefore their pagan gods
came into existence. A finsl blow was tendered with the essertion that
the Cheistiens possess the fortils lands . . . and have loft the heathsa
with their gods only the frozen lsnds.">' This of cowrse made the pagen
apnear ridicuious. BSeint Alban, in the tims of Diocletlan, apprcachesd

a pagaam Suige with the ptatomsnt thet ke worshipped the orestor of the
wvorld vhersas this Juige worshiponed only dovils who clonz with him sould
50 to Hell om the final day.” ¥he Venereble Delde recomis s letter thet
supposedly was written by Pope Bonifece (625 A.D.) to King Edwin of
Horthunbiia. In this letter the pope begins in the sems mammer. He
srecks of the Christisn God as the creator end ruler of the universs.
The God "o vhon slso the haighite of empirs, and the pow=rs of the world,
aro pubject, Decause the besitowel of all kingicms is granted by His
ﬁemsitim."ss

338ury, op. oit.> Do 139.

S godgicin, op. eit., p. 265. Also Bury, on. glk., P. 9.

Bpastestastiosl History, op. oit., I, vii. Also Gregory of Tours,
%WW storeotyped in the mouth of Clothilda,
bub 1'?:. is still that thinklug of Gregory.

wm: L, =, I, =xii,
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When Chrlet is epolen of, it is either in terms similar to the
Ficeno Creed, or, =s tho Father, In terms of creation or judgment.3!
His saving work om the cross is seldom mentionsd. It 1s not implied
hamﬂmtthnorqsmsmtmrhofthemmh&ngofthiam, but merely
that It seidom ocouwre in the Chronicles. In evalnating the piaty, this
wonld iwply thet Chriet the redecmer wes secondary to Christ the ruler
of the 1u1iverae.3e
Waile this peper does not propose to deal with comcepts that ocour
in tho poetry of vho ere; we nmight note a few insights in the Saxon
Hiliend and the Anglo-Saxcn Caedmon. Both of these poems intond to
rarephrase the Biblicnl stordies. In dolng this it is Intersasting to
noto how pagon ideas weore superimposed upon ths stories of our Ioyd's
1iTe. Czednon's vooms have God appeer es the “"chief of Thegns" in the
Conenic sccount. Batan hes his own "strong rotainers,” and he boazts
that they will not f2il him in any fight. The whole svent of creation ie
pictursd as e great werfare in which the whole creation is involved.>o
In the Heliand tho same mertial and Teutonic spixit is chvicus:
Christ is the kins, the disciples exve His thaves whose duty is
to stand by tholr Iowi to the death; Ho yowverds them with the
pronieced richsa of h2aven, omcelling the earthly gonds beotowed
by othsz kings. In the “botrayal" thoy close around their Lord
geying: "Wers it they will, mighty Iord of ours; that we should
sot upon then with 2 sposr, gladly would we otriko and dio forr
oor lord." Oub brole wrath of the "realr swordon=n” Simon
Petor; ke could not spsalr Por anguish to think that his lord
should be bound, Angrily stiede the bolil imight before his loxd,
drow his weapon, the sword by his sils, and smote the nsareast foe

with might of hands. BefTore his fn:vham t2e spurting blood the
people fled fesring the mword's bite. 'O

333&1‘3’, P.B-_ﬂ."i-! De 139.

s o te (] ,558.
e i ko) o aitr's, 5
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This martisl chavacter does not ocowr as cbviously in the Chronicles.
A% the pame time it ie ovident that this sort of thinking ic behind the
actions of varicus kings. Both in the Vensrablo Bsde sud in Cregory of
Tours wo note many ocourences where God or Onxrist are thought of es being
either leaders in battle or at-least glving vistory. In many cases this
doninated a man's comversion.. To be & Christian waz not thought of es
bheing & change of chaxacter, bui rether as pocelving sune of that power
of God which would give cme victory over one's enenies. Over and over
again we ave told of a king who hecems a Chrictian because in this way bhe
would atitain victory. Often the king would promise morsly 4o becoms a
Charigtian i ke was gliven wvictory. Clovie, according to Gregory of Tours,
is supposed o have said the following:

Josus Christ, Thown that axrt . . . seld to give aid o those in

distrees, to mrent victory 4o those thet hope im Thee, I entreat

for a devout heart the glory of They succour, I Thou gyant ms

victory over thogse cneonmies, ani oxperience confirm that powsr

vhich the people dedicated to Thy nmame claimeth to have proved,

then will X also boliowe on Thes and be baptised in Thy nams,

I heve called upon my own gods, but hore is proof that they have

withdévavn themselves fron helping me; wierefore I believe that

they Ezs.wehno power,; since they come mot to the succouxr of their

servents 4L

King Bdwin supposedly made the sams sort of deal with Bishop

Paulinw.bz

Vhether thess kings actually pcaid the words that are placed
fnto their mouths by the historian is a difficult guestion. But wo must
wscall that these historiens thomsoivee wirote during the poricd of time

that we have wnder comsideration, and thervfore boih writer and reader

Ml regory, cp. glt., 2:21 (30). Also 2:20 {29), 3:23.

L] e

' haEeglag.‘lg_a“gigl Higtory, II, ix.
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mist have labored under thie sort of thought. It is vhat wo might call
peganisn dvossed up in Chrlstisn clothes.’3

The virgin Mery scomingly played & mincr rols in the thiaking of
thees poople. Though hor nem? cocura at times, she doos not seem o have
bosn yovered as & power in the celesctizl hierarchy wntil the time of
Benedict Biscop (c700 AJD.). It 2o only thenm that wo Pind her eppealed
ﬁoaathamtorma.meatomanintamsm.w Sho is hold in
high rogerd by Josslinus., The mather of Saint Xountigern evideatly
adaired the purdty of ths virgin and prayed to her; and the saint himself
commended his disolples to her mrotection et his death,'?

Angels ave also a part of this colestisl hiererchy in Germsnic
Ciristlanity. They ere thought of as intermedieries between God end man.
Beoideos their cccuwronee in vielons, they appeay most often as the beings
e surry tho holy efter death into heaven.'® The amgels were thought of
as waiting in the air to rocoive the d;ring.h'.r Often thoy could be sen.:'s
The Archansel Hichael appeared %o Bilshop Wilfrid and told him that ho was

o be granted longer 11fe.t? The onild Guthbert ofton ccnversed with engols

*3p121, ov. cit., p. 397

Wi celontastical gxﬂ%g, ¥, xix. Sso also Bede, Lives of the Abbc
of Weremouth and Jarrow (Fow York and London: Iverymans Librery, 1951),
negsin.,

3
"sioeel.’l.nus, ca. eit., I, TIX, ¥LiI.

“Gs.ma, Life of Saint Hinien (Bdinburgh: Damoneton and Douglas,
187%), XI.

¥ Ronnius, History of the Britons

uh-"*lwmm: op. gik., IIX. Ecgleslastical Elstory, op. elt,, I,
viil; IV, xxiii. Life of Saint Cuthberk:, op. olt., IV, XXXIV.

!'gEceiegias_t_ical History, op. oit., V. xix. CGrogory, op. git., 6:21
(29)- Faul the Deason; O8. m., v, =11.

EEEE 1 . A Rl &~ 08
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and his lams log vas curod by one.”° Angels ofton cewms %o him disguised
26 men % test his plety.”  In tims of war an engol appeared to Bishop
Gell to toll him nob to fear einde ho hed yst seven years to 1ive. 2

Another nower that influenced the lives of msn wes the sters. There
is nmo doubt bub that estrolozy wae pmaetiéed by both Christien epd pagon.
Gregory of Tours and the Vemsrable Bede quote from “the aigaz in the
heavena” apgain end again.sa Whothor or nct these wore concelved es 1liv-
ing ferces 18 not poseibls o determine from the Churcniclsa.

Io the thinking of those people Cod had to ast in such 2 way that
tho people conld sec His asction withont misteke. It wes God who mast
givo victory, for instancs; i';? He d41& nmot thoxe was alwagys theo possi-
Bllity that the peopls 'ﬁmultl yevers to their old gcds.ﬁh

Thorse are mny ways that this powsr of God could be called upca.
For the Christian at this timo, as well as Pfor the pagan, Cold made His
vousy available through & musbher of aveauss. There wore always special
people whe had a. cartein hold on this powver. - A-t this tims tho moat
famoua of theso were the salnts; msn liks Selats Columba, Coluzban,
Potdick, and Marbin of Toura. Whethsy these mon vere de=d or alive did
voh wels boo mmch 4ifference. If they were dead their graves contained
this power. The meens through which i;.hia powor vaa chonnelsd wore

0 . . -
-5 Ecelosiagticel Higtopy, op. git., IV, muvii-wwviil., Tho Life of
Baint mﬁbﬂ:h; ZRe aidi.; Ii.

Simea,, VL.
Joaragory, op. oit., 4:5.
531h14., 9:5; 6:34. Also Hoolepimsticel Histomy, I, xexid.

ﬁﬁoﬁe eéﬁec,:lall;' tho firnot chepters of Bede's, Xoglopilastical
Higtozv,
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prophecy, macic, relics, eni miracies. Theso areas of Gemmenic piety
we would consider at this point. '

It wag the saint vho was the jdesl not only in ethiez hut 2lso in
power. Thoush thoy wore not the only people to vhom this spiritual
powor wae given, the.ag received e greoat shere c;f it. In 'bhe eyes of the
poopls Thsy held povor enough to 4o all sorts of miraslss, 4o commend
kinga, end teach with suthority.

H. 0. Taylor oéss in this vensaation of ths saint a coabinuetlon of
the tradicion of the Cogee. He writes:

Thove wes no chesm botweon the pegan bards end, ths Christien

Cleray « » o o Thoy elso had thoir predecessora in tho

Druide, vho had perforwed the functicms of divimors, magiciens,

ricsts, and teachers, whigg were assunsd by the clorgy in the
£ifth and sizth centuries.

Thers 58 somothing that iz to this day fasoinating ebout the lives
of theso sainte. It is quite understendsble why the poopls revered them,
when wo oonsider that their whcls lives were a tradlbicazl manifeatation
of divipoe power. When wo read about Saint Patrick end the vieion which
rovealsd to hiw that he wae o retwa to the land of his captors, as we
watch him in his magical boubs with the Drulds among the Irish; wo can
mierstend to a degres the wtier horcor thel must have avercome his old
muetsr vhen he saw Patrick coming to comvert him. In shoer Jesperation
ho kilisd himsel? in owdesr not to fell under the powar of this aaznt.55

Ta Baint Columbsn also we noto this power. Tredition had it thab
Columban's mother had seen the sun rise frem hor bosom when bo was bora.

Smaylor, op. gik., 9. 133.
558wy, op. git., pp. 86, 104-8.
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Colummben wvas instyucted by a wise old man in his youth and wae warned to
atay avey from the tempiation of womsm. After epending time in tho monas-
tory at Banshor in Ireland he travelsd 4o Gaul. While there ks weat 4o
the court of King Bigibert in Austresia where 1o epoke out againat tho
mle of the flesh in that court. One can well imagine the offect of the

pregence of monks iike this in the court of the kings. They owmsd noth- :
ing, all vz held in common. They rofused the hesic comfortes of life
end preached egeinst the rampant evils of the day. Thess monks “plonsly
ondpevored to propitiste Christ and o atone for their evil thoughts, |
tirough the mortiflostion of tho fiesh.”! Saint Colwmban 1s o have |
said thet only the Cresd rowained of Chrlstienity in Gewl, His mirecles
worv yemandborad and 'recorded by ‘the monik Jonss at Bovhio, A man of this
v 'fO‘L'L!‘l .naturallaj fnspire an hely awe in the minds and hearta of pscopls
with vhon he came into combact, s
Ons eonld roglie biography afftsr biography of t.hi fort. There wore
n'm;;,' of them written. Thls writing in itself le somo indiceticn that
+these men wero highly reversd as having & special power fyom God. Thelr
lives wore road 1o the monls ysars later vhile they ate thelir meals im
the mo'.v:mes1;«51-:1.63.58
Probebly the moet chvicus indication of the veverence that was glven
to the s2int was the caoteem that vas paid to their belongings either
bafore o usually after their dsath. It is nobt certain when this whole

revorence Tor such relics came into Western Civilization. It was alrvsady

57 [ ] s
Joras, Life of Seint Columban (Fhiladelphia: University of Fomn
sylvania Pross, 1902), JiV; LIX,

5830(5@11““5’ e ﬂo' IX.
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a PTorce by tho time of Sain% Ambrose, and part of ths theology of Crogory
the G:.\aa‘.s.r"?

Relles were wsusally sought Tor the powey that they contained:

o worshin af: spots hallowed hy ths apostolic memories. o

adore rolics of the mertyrs, to roseive the bleoasing from the

pope in perscn, to spound the last days of 1life in Ropo in ponl-

tence and good woris, todieanﬁ.'bebuﬂedtham,saeamatoau

men of thet Lims o %o an assurencs of salvation,

Rolica were aocted for their healing gualities. D1l writes:

Yevralgie, gout, fever of meny kinde, vensl diseases and

dysentey, apoplexy anld paxelysis, semsll pox, epilonay,

end oudden incanity--o ghactly company wers tharg . gathored

Yo avalt the healing virtue of the salnt's tomb,

Tho graves of the eainte were espocially sought out. The caint's boly
was thougnt o bo mﬂrngrb.ﬁz Cregory of Tours notoa vory often the
healing pover end wondorful miracles of the tomb of Saink Martin of Tours.
Tn fact it was the shrins of Geul for many. Mek and womon came from as
Lo ao uhB Englich Isles o visit that plaee.s" The Sombe of Saint Pag-
rick and Seint Osweld wore also highly reversd and tho site of meny

niracioa .6,'

Becanse & cerbaln gusen bullt a church and dedicatsd it to
Saint John the Bapiist; the Lonbamds in that place ocould mot be beaten

11 battle; the salut contimelly intercedsd for the inhabitents.S?

5933:7, op. eik., p. 131,

6°E-mt, oD, @i%., p. 172. Also Grogory, op. oik., 212.
6lp111, ov. git., op. 238, 322.

62?5.111 the Deacon, oR. eit.; V.

63grogory, op. oit., 2:2 (3)s k3 (h9)s 6:95 9:6: 5:37; 3:28; 8:dhs
8: 4

%mm, ob. git.; V.

15
BYp o or0a1astice) Bistory, on. 9if., IIT, ix-ziii, Bury, . git., p.208.

Qe —
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ot only the graves but also the belongings of the salat wero' pover= '
ful‘. Asper tells us that befores a batile cortain soldiers swore am cath
on the holy xing of Saint Alfyed "vhich with the king were next -in vene-
ratlon after ths Delty H:lwsoif."65 The ralics of Saint FNinian cursd
many illnesses after his death.5T '

Foopls of this age travsled vexry far %o prococure these ral;cs. As
wvas pald above many camo from the dnglish Isles 1o travél to Gual or
Hmrﬁ.ﬁa Aaint Redegund sent to Constantinople for paris o-f the true
oross.?? Saint Winten traveled sbout just visiting relics. 0

This search For "relios and the reverence for holy places gave rise
%o mEny pllgrizages. HMany kings of the Apglo-Sawcns Foreook the throne

to @o Bo Rome .71

Just ag in Chaucer of a later gensyation, 8o heze oo
a certain ebuse of these Woly emdeavors took placa.. Saint Boniface waras
the English pishops to keep their women at homs because they becows hay-
lots in Roms.'®

Cns of the most common ocourances in the Chroniclea is the miracles
that these holy men performed. Thie was a common belief; & holy man did
miracles., As we review these it mey ocour to the resder thet this i

d4ePicult to oxplain. Xt cannot be doubted that the writers of theso

66Anser, op. eit., IVITI, Also Ecoleaipaticel Hiskowy, X, xviil;
iv, m=eil, VvV, xi.
67

Alfred, op. oit., XII.

ﬁac-regory, on. pdk., 6:6; 10;1. Al=o Ecclesiesticzl History, III, xxiz.
9ps13, op. olit., p. 322.

Ta1rred, op. oit., II.

71mmt, op. eit., p. 173.

T°Eoglesiestical Histovy, op. eit., V, vii. Bee Hunt, gp. cit.,
p. 172 for many references in Bede.

e e e
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histories believed that miracles were possidle, end oscurred very often.
It iz not possible, unloss one would tag them accomplishsd liars, to -
deny that meny of these phencmsna took place. Truo, the zaini's life
io a literary type and hed to coniain theose miracles. Ve can assume
fartheor that ths Chronicleos were forced to compromise with this demend
end includs many miracles alsc, but thls does not explain it altogsthsr.
Taul the Demcon edmitied thet he had omitted miracles not because they
4id not happen, dbut because he dld nct belisve that they ﬁ'ére necessary
%0 supvort his case .73 Sinece we do n'ot believe it good historicel judg-
ment to assume that all these miraclies dld not happen simply because they
could not happen, wo have recorded all that the Chronicles and Lives tell
ng and permit the resder to draw his own conclusicns. We can assume, nob
only from the culture of thesce pzople dDut ales from other cultures, that
orier in neturse aa we know it was not part of their thinking. That
there wore certaln physical laws that ecould not be bhroken vna' scemingly
entirely foreige to their thinking.

The salat had the power to command mature st his will. Saint Hinilen
calmsi the sea and raisced the deed. When he wae to juige who was the
fatheor of a certain child, he commanded the infant to speak; and the
child s_poke.w' Seint Xentigern preeched with reason and miracles
already in his youth. EHe brought a pst bird back to life with :pur.'aym:'..75
Colunba healed the sick, commanded animals to do his will, drew water
from a rock, drove off rain with vrayer; hesled a wound with spittle,

73quna, Introduction Lo Panl the Deagon, 9v. cit., p. xxxi. Aleo
Jocelinus, op. cit., II.

T ered, op. git., Vs VIII; XII.
TSJoeelinus, op. 2it., V.




