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him in the emigration, except that he was convinced of the
imminent necessity of all true Christiana to emigrate for
their soul's salvation.z5

This is brought out by a conversation with his sister,
Agnes, £he was not yet convinced of necessity of emigration,
She held a good working position and did not want to leave
her home. Vhen she asked her brother 1f she could stay, he
roplied, "If you want to go down with this country like Sodom
and Gomorrah, then atay."26 This conversation shows how
strongly he felt about the emigration movement.

A geries of events occurred in Gormany which brought
talk of the intended cmigration to a more practical possiblility.
It started with the abrogation of the emigration law, by order
of the King in 1837. After this the Reverend J, A, Grabau
and his congregation at Erfurt left Germany for America. This
and similar actions by other congregations strengthened the
Saxons in their resolutions to leave Germany.>'

Already in the year 1836 a saries of meetings in a se-
lect group around Stephan had taken place. Buenger was in-
_eluded in this group, which discussed plans and possibilities

254alther, op. cit., pp. 30 £f.

26 -
L.. Fuerbringer, Eighty Eventful Years (St. Louis: Con=-
cordia Publishing Hou;e, g%ﬁi;), P. 208,

‘27wn1ther, ope cit.y pe UO.
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for emigrntion.ae

It was due to this series of events in Germany and the
resultant meetings that Buenger was convinced the hour of
freedom was here, There wers many in Germany who c¢ondemmed
the way and means of emigratlon &s a sin, and as an escape
at the improper time. Nevertheless, Buenger was convinced
that the opportunity and necessity domanded immediate action.
He was continously strengthened in his opinion, for that
which drew him to America was freedom from the cppression of

hls consciencs and freedom to worship God according to His

Word ® 29

EBWorster, op. cit., pp. 96 ff.

29Wa1thor, Ope cit., PP, Lo f£f.



CHAPTER III
THE WMIGRATION

When Stephan gave the call for the emigration in the
year 1838, Buenger was among the group to respond for the
German exodus. It was in October of the year 1838 that many
of the Saxon Lutheran emigrants, in bhoth large and small
grouns, went to Bremen from which port they wished to em=
bark for Americe.t

Johann Friedrich Buenger began the trip from Dresden
to Bremon on the advice of Martin Stephan. J. *. Buenger's
diary relates a few of the incidents of the short journey.
The mroup left Dresden on October 20, 1838, at 12:30 P. M.
Cnly forty=four persons wero ahle to leave, becausas of dif=
ficultiss in ohtaining a passport. WNevertheless, all the
memhars of the movement were happy that their hour of fres-
dom began. On the journey Sunday worship services were held,
but with the least possible commotion.2

On arrival in Bremerhaven on November 7, 1838, young

Johann Friedrich Buenger was overjoyed to mest his loved ones

1c. F, W. Walther, Kurzer Lebenslauf des Weiland Ehre
wuerdigen Pastor Johann Triedrich busnger. (Ste. Louis: Verlag
von re Dette, 1882), De 2. (The Saxon group consisted of 700
souls from all parts of Germany. Included 6 Pastors, 8 Pastor-
Candidates, 1 Teacher, 3 Candidate-Teachers, 2 Painters, and
many former civil servants and merchants., The greatest part
of the emigrants was made up of professionsl men and farmers.)

albid., PDe ,~|-3 ff.
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again, This joyous rsunion of the Buenger famlly was tempered

with bad news that once more forced the family to he separated,

Buenger's mother, Mrs. Christisne Buenger was falsely accused
and arrested for kidnapping the nlece and nephew of C, F. W,
Walther.3 This necessitated Johann F. Buenger remaining be=-
hind with his mother when the last two ships of the Saxon ome
igration set sail on November 17.4

Young Buenger, Agnes, his sister, and his mother waited
in Bremerhaven until the early part of December for the dece

ision of the Saxon Court. Then one morning while they wers

holding their morning devotionaz a knock came at the door.

30. S. Mundinger, Coverrment in the lissouri Swvnod (St.
Louis: Concordia Publishing House, 19L47), PPs 112 Ifs (Ce S.
Mundinger adds a few details to this escapade, "C, F. W
Walther had been a party to the kidnapning of his niece and
nephew, Theodore fchubert and Marie Schubert, With the con-
sont of thelr grandparents, Pastor and Mrs. G. H. Walther,
and the connivance of Magistrate Piehter, C. ¥. W. Walther
had removed these two orphans from the home in Waldenburg,
where they were staying. He had taken them as far as the
Saxon border city of Mushlau, There he had turned them over
to Widow Buenger, who thereupon hrought them to Bremen. In
the meantime tho guardian of these childron a coertain Mr.
Ingel in Waldenburg, brought pressure to hbear on Maglstrate
Piehter in Waldenburg and eriticized him bitterly for the
loose way in which he handled the case. At Engel's insis-
tonce a warrant of arrest and extradition papers were gotten
out for the two Walther brothers and Mrs. Busngére. « « e
Mrs. Buenger. . . was arrested on November li, 1838, and
held until December 11, 1838, when a certain attorney by the
name of Krause, who was attending to the business of the
Stephanites after they had left Dresden, succeeded in secur-
ing her release, so that, together with her daughter, Agnes.
e » sand her son, J. ' Buenger, candidate of theology, she

traveled to St. Louis via ¥ew York to meet her other six child-

ren, who had travelled on ahead with Stephan.,”

Mja1ther, op. eit., p. L9.
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Widow Buonger under the impression that somesone would take
her into custody, fled to an adjoing room whers she thought
she would be safe, The one who knocked brought the written
order for her releasec, Vhen lirs. Buenger was informed she
fell to her knees praising Ged in thankfu;ness.

Je Fo Buenger, his mother, and his sister, immediately
began preparations for the trip to New York; America. Finally
on Dacembsr 21, 1838 they secured passage on the ship Con=-
stitution, and set sail in the nams of the Lord.

Although their trip was undertaken during the hazards of
midwinter, the voyage was complasted Pehruary 18, 1839, Vhen
Buenger saw the shoreline of the new country he states that
hiz joy was comparable to the happiness that Columbus ex-

perisnced whon he saw the islands of the Americas.s

SIbid., pp. 55 ff,



CHAPTER IV
NEW YORK'AND THE MOVE TO MISSOURI

It was to the great relief of Buenger, his family and
the company of emigrants that a congregation in New York
greeted them with a friendly reception.l With the aid of
Kohtz, who accompanied them on the Constitution, they were
a‘ple to find the New York congregation, which was under the
leadership of F. Sproede. This congregation emigrated al-
ready in 1836, Before leaving, they were adopted into the
Stephan group, and so became the Amr!.cé.n outpost of Stephan
in the United States. It was expected that this New York °
congregation would move to Missouri as soon as conditions-
allowed, Forster reports that Buéngor'a comment on arrival
in the United States was, "Nothing. nothing but trade. One
can not!.ce that he iz in Amox-:l.ca. Gommnieation ‘soon arrived
from the St. Louis group. Buenger thnn replied to Stephl.n
concom!.ng his arrival, in a letter on F‘ohruu'y 22.2

Oon Sunday ,Fobmn 2L, uhen Buenger attendod his rlrst
ehurch urv!.ce 1n the new country he was happily surpﬂ.lod by

10. F. We Halther. Kurzer Lebenslauf des Weiland Ehre
wuerdigen Pastor Johann Friedrich Buenger (St. Louls: Verlag
v""_F Ib’i’ BOF e

on e tte, 186827, p.

24. 0. Forater, Zion On The Hiss!.u:l 1 (St. Louis: Con-’

cordia Publishing House, 19537, be
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the singing of the hymn "0Oh Holy Trinity." He says that he
could hardly keep from crying, to be in a country where one
could serve His VWord freely. Buenger was impressed by the
sincerity in prayer and song of these hundred membhers at
morninge worahip sewice.B

Originally the intention of the Wew York congregation
was te join ths Saxon Lutheran emipgration, and settle '!-Jit?‘l
them in America. But hecause of the absence of definite
instructions from Stephan and the Saxon group, the question
came up whether to actually stay in New York or move on to
YMissouri. In this connection Buenger wrote another letter
to Stephan on March 2. Since no answer was immediately
forthcoming, Buenger spent his time in the study of theology
end the English language. Yhile in New York Buenger visited
many churches and was able to bring Captain Volkmann of
the: vessel "Constitution" into Christianity.

A letter was received from Stephan in the middle of March
encouraging the New York group to join the Saxons in Missouri,
However, no financial help was promised from the Saxons, and
it appeared the New York contingent would have to shift for
itself. On March 25, a cormittee was elected to administer
the affairs of the group. This committee consisted of F.
Sproede, C. Koerner, Geisel, J, Fisher, lotz, end J., F. Buenger.

3Walther op, cit., p. Sl.
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The New York group, convinced that i1t was futile te
walt for any financial aid from St. Louls, decided that those
wvhe should not pay for their own transportation should wait
for a more favorable time, Hope was held ocut teo those left
behind that if there were funds available at the end of the
journey they would be forwarded, and a second group could:

soon rollow.h

On April li, 1839, Sproede and Buenger made inquiries of
the local German Immigrant Soclety. On the basis of the
information ohtained it was decided to leave on April
22, since the Erie Canal would not bhe open until April
20. This intention was carried out, and on the twenty-
second, 108 persons began the journey to St. Louis by
steamhoat. According to one of their number the itin-
erary was "Bogibsi . . . Albani., o . Utika. « « Rochester
Burfalo. « «Clivliand., . <Ackron. « <Cinsinati, . .Louls=-
will™, « -« « the "™Wew Yorkers" arrived at the landing
place in Perry County on the forenocon of Friday, May

17, 1839.5

Hardly did Buenger touch the ground of his new home when he
experienced cne of the greater disappointments of his whole
1ife., He held to Stephan in truly filial love and veneration,
seeing in him his spiritual father and couselor, and now he
heard that meanwhile things happened which for the sake of
God's name and of the salvation of many souls, made it ne-
cessary to depose Stephan and to remove him from the con-

gregation which followod him 1ike a second Moses from thelr

hForntor. gg. eit., pp. 406 ff. (The above is a sum=
marization of the information Forster has set down.)

51bid., pp. LOT ££.
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"native land to this foreign country,

Howevor, not all hopes of Pusnger disappeared, since
Stephan's person was not the sols ground of his hope, but the
Word of God and God's grace in Christ. Buenger did not de=-
spair in the traglc news, l?ut .f:g;ntinued steadfastly in his
faith in ('iw.'nt‘l..6 It was at thia' yime tllmt Buenger was brought
up teo date on ‘th.e events that ﬁrﬁnspimd in his absence by
nis good friend, C. F. W. Walther,'

6"8.1'“1.!‘. op. 9_’-_!.. Pe 53.

7?01'31:-:'. op. cit., p. 409,



CHAPTER V
PERRY COUNTY ACTIVITIES

Now, as the oldest son, J. . Buenger assumed the rs-
sponsibility for the welfaré' of the numerous Buenger family.
Although their home was small, and there was need for dally
bread, this family was satisfied and thankful, Ortentim.s
as it happensd the family helped out in the settlement
whenever the settlers were overtaken in sickness, even to
the extent of their material possessions, Dr:'. Ernest
Buenger the younger brother of Johann Friedrich, was es-
pecially helpful in this hour of need in caring for the sick,

At tl;is time in the 1life of J. F. Buenger he began to
show the qualities of unﬂ.ag_gl.ng energy and foresight that
stayed with him through his ceaseless activity in behalf of
othera. For even now the theological candidates T. Brohm,
0. Fuerbringer, and J. F, Buenger considered it their duty
to provide for the education of the future teachers and
ministers of the settlement, though the present supply of
teachers and preachers wuu‘.ldﬂ continue to serve the need for
years to coms, To this end the candidates and Walther ac-
quired six acres of land for the establishment of the in-
tended school. It was with the full knowledge of the pastors
in Perry County that they then embarked upon their endeavor,
with aid from the members of the congregation, and no small
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- amount of privation to thomselves. IEven from the congregation
in 5¢. Louis, served by 0. H. Walther, they received a small
amount of money to help with the school, although the main
brunt of the labor was shouldered by the candidates. Here
again it was Buenger who went ahead in cutting the trees,
building the house; clearing the ground, and even digging the
woll by himself.r |
The Reverend G, H, Losber in a letter to Saxony, dated
Septomber 30, 1839, describes the conditions at this time:
Opposite our house meny families live together in a
mich larger shack of flimsy build, called Vcamp'’. In
this camp we also have our comnon services and give the
most necessary schooling until our almost completed
college. « oand tho church and school of each congre=
gation will be ready.2
One may imagine .the surprise of the citizens of St. Louis,
when they noticed the following article in a late summer
edition of the Anzeiger des Westens after reading only a
month previously of thelir hardship end prlvation:
Ve, the undersigned, intend to establish an institution
of instruction and education, which distingulshes itself
from ordinary elementary schools especially by this,

that it comprises, hesides the ordinary bhranches, all
the Gvmnasium branches necessary to a true Christian

10. e W. Walther, Kurzer Lebonslauf des Wsiland Ehre

wuerdigen Joh. Friedr. Buenger (St, Louls: Verlag von F.
OTCTO, » PPe 55 ffe

aw. G. Polack, Fathers and Founders (St. Louis: Con-
cordia Publishing House, 1938), Ds 20.
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and scientific educatior, as: Religinn, the Latin,
Greek, Hobrow, German, French, and English languazes;
history; geography; mathematicsj; physics; and natural
history; elementary Philosophy; musicj and drawing,

The pupils of our institution to be so far advanced in
the ahove named studies that they, after absolving a
complete course of study, shall be qualified for univer-
sity studies, The esteemsd parents who may wish to
place their children with our institution are requested
to make inquirles regarding it's plan and arrangements
of Pastor 0, H, Walther in St, Louls, Poplar Street, WNo,
1, between First and Second streets, Instructions are
to hegin, God willing, on the first of October cf this
yoar,

The settlement of the Germen Lutherans in Perry County,
near the Obrazo, August 13, 1839, (signed) C, Ferdinand
Walther, Ottomar Fuerbringer, Th, Jul. Erchm, Jch, Fr,
Buenger,

It was not long afterwards that a little log cabin stood in
the wilderness to be used for pcd_ggqg:loal purposes, On Dac-
ember 9, 1839; the 1little cho-d‘l‘ was opened for 1nltrhqt_1m
w:l.ﬁh an enrollment of eleven pﬁﬁﬂs. There were sovex"nl boys
and four girls, The girls were taught by Buenger a:l.ono."'

The first cless consisted of tﬁo’: '!‘__oll.ow!.ng pupils with their
respsctive agesi Fe J. Biltz-1hd, .T. We Mueller-l1ll, H.
Buenger-15, Liddy Buenger=12, Theobald von Wurmb=T7, c'. He
Loober=10, Theodore Schubert-10, colmus Price (ne age given),
Maria von Wurmb=9, Sarah von H'urmh-S.s and Martha Losber.®

3Polack, op. cit., pp. 32 ff,
lyalther, ope oite, Pe 576

56‘. Ws Herrling, "Concordia College=Altenburg, St. Louls,
Fort Wayne," Iutheran Witness,XXVI, Li8.

6H. 0. Forster, Zion on the Mississippi (St., Louis: Cone
cordia Publishing House, 1953)s DPe DO3e
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The institution was founded to meet the folt need of Christ=
ian education for the young. Obviously, from tho age repre=-
sentation, it was not a "college", but really a Lutheran
elemsntary and high school; which endeavorad to propare its
pupils for a higher education.7

In the years following Candidate Buonger and Pastor C,
Fe We Walther followed calls to the St., Loulsa congregation,
while Candidates T, Brohm and 0, Fuerbringer remalned at the
institution, After Fuerbringer left, Brohm and Loehsr
continued alons from 1810 - 1843, Then Brohm received a
call to New York and Logher continued with the help of
Pastor Keyl for & half year., Finally Candidate Goenner was
called in 18413 to £ill the vacant position at the school,

TK. Rretzmann, "The Log Cabin in Perry County", Concordia

Historical Institute Quarterly, XIX, 152.




CHAPTER VI
TEACHING ACTIVITY IN ST, LOUIS

According to the minutes of Trinity congregation, St.
Louis, it was April 27, 1840, that J. F. Buenger was called
to the St, Louls Congregation, and on August 2, that he was
installed as teacher.l The St, Louis school was founded by
Pastor 0, H, Walther and Candidate C, L. Geyer, Buenger's
predecessor who received a call to the congregation in Cape
Girardeaun County, Missouri.a

At this time the St. Louls congregation had neither
proper school facllities nor a church huilding., Classes
were held ir a home on Poplar Street, hetween First and
Second Strsets, This building served at the same time as a
home for the pastor and the teacher, Under the guidance of
Buenger the elementary school became very well accepted in the
community. Not only did the Lutherans send their children to
this school, but those of other confessions also. Another
Germen school, which was supported by the German radicals
in St. Louis disbanded abhout this time, and many of the

students enrolled in the Saxon Lutherén elementary school.

As a result the school which had room for only fifty pupils,

1k, Kretzmann, "The Log Cabin in Perry County", Concordia
Historical Institute Guarterly XIX, 152 ff,

aA. C. Stellhorn, "Carl Ludwig Meyer", Concordia Histe

orical Institute Quarterly, XII, 7.
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