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Stephan was born at Stramburg 1n Maehren, on August 13, 1777. 

e.nd later came into pi-ominence as pastor or st. John's Chul'Oh 

in Dresden.22 

Stephan was contacted by c. F. w. Walther by means ot a 

lettor. It was Stephan 'Who came to the rescue and pulled the 

~idatenvere1n from the quicksands or subjective emotion­

alism and spiritual disputation into which Kuehn. led them, 

and placed them on the solid gl"ound or God's Word~23 

In the ensuing years Stephan ,;1aa maligned. f'or his doc­

trine and personal lire. Slanderous cases were brought against 

hi m in court for the manner 1n which he conducted his personal 

life. Still others attacked his doctrine, claiming that he 

t aught and preached contrary to the accepted teachings. Re­

ga~dless of the many attacks upon the life and teachings ot 

Stephan, Buenger and others associated themselves with this 

spirit or orthodoxy. Stephan himself' .maintained that the 

Bible was the fountain of pure doctrine and-that the con-
• ? 

fessional writings of' the Evange11ca1 Lutheran Church were 

drawn from scriptUl'a.24 

Buenger himself' saw that Stephan d1d not leave a good 

impression .in deeds and lite, and would not have followed 

22 Ibid., 'P• 22. 

2~. n. Owen "'l'he Old Lutherans Come," Concol'dia Hiatw­
!!:!!, Institute Quarterl7, XX, 3. 

24polack, 22• ill•• P• 23. 
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h1m 1n the emigration, except that he was convinced of the 

imm1nant necessity or all true Cb::r1stians to emigJ11ate tor 

the1:r sou,:t•s salvat1on.2S 

This is b:rought out by a conversation with his sister, 

Agnes. She wa s not yot convinced or necessity of em1g~at1on. 

~ho held a good wo:rking position and did not tfant to leave 

her hom.e. When she o.slced he:r b:rother if" she could stay, he 

:replied,, "If you want 1.~o go down with this country like Sodom 

and Gon10:rrah, then stay. 1126 T"n1s conversation ahm,s h01-1 

st:rongly he felt about tho emigration movement. 

A s eries or events occurred in Garmany which brought 

t a l k of the intended omigztation to a mo:re .practioal possibility. 

It s t arted with the abrogation of tho emigration law, b7 order 

of the King in 18.37. Afte:r this the Reverend J. A. Grabau 

and his cong:regation at Erturt left Germany for America. Thia 

and similar actions by othe~ congl'agations strengthened the 

Saxons in their resolutions to leave· Germany.27 

Already in the year 1836 a series or meetings in a se­

lect group a:round Stephan had taken place. Buenger was in• 

eluded in this g:roup, which discussed p1ans and possibilities 

25wa1ther, S!.• ill•, PP• 30 ff• 

26r,. Fuerbringer, El. Eventful Years (St. Louis: Con­
cm-dia Publishing House,), P• 208. 

· 27walther, .22.• !.ll•, P• 40. 



11 
for emigration.28 

It was due to this serieo or events in Germany and the 

resultant mee tings that Buenger was convinced the hour or 

freedom was here. There wen-a many in Germany who condemned 

the way and means of emigration as a sin, and as an escape 

at the, improper time. Nevertheless, Buenger tms convinced 

tha t tho opportunity and necessity demanded immediate action. 

He was cont1nously strengthened in .his opinion, for that 

which drow him to America was freedom from the oppression of 

his conscience and freedom to worship God accarding to His 

Wo:i:-d.29 

.. 



CHAPTER III 

THli! 'It.: iifIGR!\.TION 

·aten Stephan gave the ca11 for the emigx,ation in the 

year 1838, Buenger was among the group to respond for the 

GeI"l'IJan exodus. It was Jn October of the year 1838 that many 

of the Saxon Lutho'l9an emigrants~ in both large and s111all 

groups, went to Bremen .from which port they wished to em­

bar !c :f'or America.1 

Johann Friedrich Buenger began the trip from Dresden 

to Breman on the advice of Martin Stephan. J. ~. Buenger•a 

dia~y rala tes a few o:f' the incidents of the short journey. 

Tho g~oup la.ft Dresden on October 20, 1838, at 12:30 P. M. 

Only forty-foUl" persons wero able to leave, because of dif• 

ficulties 1n obtaining a passport. Nevortheless, all the 

members o~ the movement were happy that their hour of free­

dom began. On the journey Sunday worship services were held, 

but ~11th the least possible connnotion.2 

On a:rrivs.1 in Bremerhaven on N'ovemba?" 7, 1838, young 

Johann 'F'r!edi-1ch Buengei- was overjoyed to moat his loved ones 

1c. F. w. Walther, Kui-zer Lebenslauf des Weiland Ehr-
1ruerdigen Pastor Johann t:'i-!edl:'.t.ch Buenger. {St. LoiilsT"Varlag 
von Fe Det~e, 1882), P• 42. ('rhe Saxon group consisted of 700 
souls fro~ all parts of Germany. Included 6 Pastors. 8 Paator­
Candidates, 1 Teacher, 3 Candldate-Teachera. 2 Painters. and 
many .f'ormer civil servants and rmrcm.nts. The greatest ·part 
of the emigrants H'aa made up of profession&l DBn and farmers.) 

2 Ibid., PP• 43 ff. 



again. This joyous ramtlon or the Buenger family was tempered 

with bad ne,,s that once mo?"e f"orced the f'am117 to be separated. 

Buenge:r•s mother . ~tI-s. Christiane Buenger was talsel7 accused 

and arrested f or k idnapping the niece and nephew of c. F. w. 
WaltheI".3 This neceseitated Johann F. Buenger remaining be­

h i nd wi th his motheZ" when the last ti-10 ships or the Saxon em­

i gr ation s e t s a.il on Novembe:r 11.1~ 

Young Buenge~, Agnes, his sister. and his mother waited 

i n Bremerhaven until t he early pa~t of December for the dec­

i s i on of' t he Saxon Co'UX't. Then ona morning while they were 

hol ding t heir morning devotions a lmock came at the door. 

3c. s. Mundinge~; Gove:rnment in the M1saour1 S,mod (St. 
Louis : Concordia Publishing House,19Ii'.'7f, PP• 112 l'r.fc. s. 
Mundi nger adds a f'ew details to this escapade. "c. F. t: . 
l alther had been a pa rty to the kidnapping or his niece and 
nephew, Theodo~a Schubert and Marie Schubert. With t he con­
sant of their grandparents, Pasto~ and Mrs. G. R. Walther. 
and the connivance or Magistrate Piehtor, c. F. w. Walther 
had r emoved these tl-10 orphans f -rom. the home in Waldenburg. 
where t hey were staying. He had taken them as far as the 
Saxon border city of Muehlau. There he had turned them over 
to ·lido,-, BuengeI", who thereupon b:rought them to B:reman. In 
the meantime tha gua-rd1an of these children a certain Mr. 
Engel 1n Waldenburg, bI"ought pressure to bear on Magistrate 
Piehter in Waldenburg and criticized him bitterly for the 
loose way in which he handled the case. At Engel's insis­
tence a warrant or arrest and extradition papers were gotten 
out for the two Walther brothers and Mrs. Buenger •••• 
Mrs. Buenger ••• was a!9l'eated on Novembe:r 4, 1838. and 
held until December 11, 1838, when a certain attorne7 by the 
name or K:rause. who was attending to the business of the 
Stephanites after they had left Dresden, succeeded in secur­
ing her release, so that, together with her daughter, Agnes • 
• • • and bar son, J. F'. Buenger, candidate of tb!tolcgy, she 
traveled to St. Laiis via raw York to meet her other six child­
ren, who had travelled on ahead with Stephan." 

lit~alther, .$!.• ..!!!!•• P• 4q. 



Widoi-, Buenger under the impression that someone would take 

her into custody, fled to an adjo1ng room where she thought 

, she would be safe. ThG one who knocked brought the 11ritten 

order for her release. When Mrs. Buenger was informed she 

fell to her knees praising Ood in thankf'u~ness. 

J. F. Buenger, his mother, and his sister, immediately 

began preparations for the trip to }Je,., York, America. Finally 

on December 21 0 1838 they secu~ed passage on the ship Con­

st1tut1onp a~d set sail in tho ~ame of the Lord. 

Although their trip was undertaken during the hazards of 

midwi nte1'0 the voyage was comp-leted li'ehruary 180 183q. \-!hen 

Buon gex- saw the shoreline of the .new country he states that 

h is j oy w~s comparable to the happiness that Columbus ex­

pe rienced when he saw the islands of the Americas.5 



.. 

CHAPTER IV 

KEii YORK· AND THE,;; MOVE· TO MISSOURI 

It vaa to· the gl'eat relier or Buenger. hla ram117 an4 

the company of' emigrant■ that•. oan:gregatlon ln Kev YOl'k 

gl'eetea them wl~h a rrten4ly reoept1on.1 With the a14 or 

Kohtz, who aooompanled them on the Conatitutlon, they were 

able to f'1n4 the Wev Yoi-k oanpegatlon, vhloh vaa un4er the . . 
leaderahlp of' F. Spi-oede. Thie O'ang11egatlon emigrated al-

ready in 1836. Bef'ore leaving. they were adopted into the . . 
Stephan group. and ao became the Amerloan outpost or Stephan 

in the United States. It was expected that th1■ R'ev York · · 
. . 

congregation would move to M1aaour1 aa soon aa cond1t1on■ · · · · . . ' .. 
allowed. Poi-eter NpOl'tl that Buenpi-•• comment an ai-l"lval · 

ln the United State■ va■, "Ro.thing, nothing but trade. Ona 

can not lee that he 1• in AMrioa." Oonnnnn!cat1on"■oon arrlve4 . 
rrom the st. Lm~• . group. Buenger then replied tio Stephan 

oonoel"Dlng .hia arrival, 'ln a letter on Pebru&l"J' 22: 2 
• • ! 

On S,mday ,}'etiFuaPT 24, when Buenger attended hi■ f'irat .. .. .. .. . . 
church ■en"lce in the new oount;l"J' he vaa happily ■ui-prllieci b7 

1a. P. w.· Waltbei-, Kurser Leb·en■lauf' 4e■ Welland mn-­
vual'dli•n :Pa■toi- Johann Medr!:oh Buenpi- -rl't. toiii■ 1 TIPJ.ag 
von P. tii1:ie, 1882), P• 50. 

. 2w., O., Pm-■t•r• Zion" On 'l'ha Mlaala■iirol (St., Loul■ 1 Cm-
o:o:rdla Publlah~ Bau•• · 1.cfg],-p. 405. -

: .... , . 
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the a1ng1ng of the hJlll?l "Oh Holy Trinity." He says that he 

could ha:rdly keep t:rom c:rying, to be 1n a country where one 

could serve His ~o:rd t:realy. Buenger was imp:ressed by the 

since:r1ty 1n p:rayo:r and song o~ these hundred members at 

moming wo:rsbip se:rvice.3 

O:r1g1na11y the intention of the Tfei-1 York consi-egation 

was to join the Saxon Luthe:ran emigration, and settle with 

them in America. But because of .the absence of definite 

instructions f.":rom Staphan o.nd the Saxon group, the question 

came up whethe:r to actually s'tay 1n ltew York or move on to 

~iss ou:r1. In this connaction ~enga:r wrote another lette:r 

to Stephan on Ma:rcb 2. Since no answer wa.s lmmediatel7 

for thcoming, Buenger spent his time in the study of theologJ 

and tha English language. \-Jbl.le 1n New Yo:rk Buenger v1a!ted 

mm1y chu:rchas and was able to b:rlng Oaptaln Volkmann ot 

tha: vessel "Constitution" into Oh:rlsttanlty. 

A lette:r was received tram Stephan in the middle of Ma:rch 

encou:raglng the New Yo:rk group to join the Saxons in Mtaaou:r1. 

However, no 1'1nanc1al help was ,:,romised t:ran the Saxons, and 

1 t appeared the New Yo:rk contingent would have to sbl-flt to:r 

itself. On Ma:rch 2$, a committee waa elected to admlniate:r 

the affairs of the g:roup. Thia committee consisted of P. 

Sp:roede, c. Koe:rner, Geisel, J.. Fisher, Motz, and J. F. Buenge~. 

-
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'Ille Wev Yek poup, oonvlnoed that lt va■ .tutll• te 

walt tar an7 tinanolal alct rt-om st. J,ou1■, cteolcted that tho■• 

who ahould not pa7 rm- thel11 avn t11anspmetat1on ■houlct valt 

tm- a mo11• tavol'Rble time. llop• vaa held aat te tho■• lert . . 
behind that it the11e wen runcta avallabl• at the .encl or the 

jOUl'lle7 they would be to1'Va11ded, and a ■eoond g11oup oaiild·' 

soon :t"ollow.4 

On Ap11ll 4, 1839, Sp11oede and Buenge11 macta lnqul11le■ or 
the local German Immlgl'ant Sooiet7. On the bas!■ ot the 
lntOl'lll&tlon obtained it waa decided to leave on Ap11ll 
22, since the E11le Canal would not be open untll 1 Ap11ll 
20. Thia lntantlon wa■ oa11:riad out, and on tha tventy­
aecond, 108 po11eona began ~e joumey to st. Loula by 
ateamboat. Accol'd1ng to one ot thell' numbe11 tha ltln­
e11aey was "Boglbal ••• Albani ••• Utlka •• •. Rooheate• 
But'alo. • .Cllvland. • .Ackron. • .cln■lnatl. • .Loul■• 
w111n. • •• the "New Yo11ka11an an-1v•d at the landing 
place 1n P••l'J' C011Dty on 'libe forenoon of Friday,. MaJ' 
11, 1839.S 

Haxad.17 did Buenger touch the gl'aund ot his new home when he 

experienced on• ot the greatel' dlsappolntmenta ot his whole 

lite. He held to Stephan in tl'Uly tlllal love and venel'Rtlan, 

seeing ln him hla apl11ltual tathe11 and oouaalor, and now he 

heal'd that meanwhile things happened vhlah tar the ■aka or 

God'• name and ot the a_alvatlan ot many souls, made lt na­

oesaa'l'J' to depoae Stephan and to 11emove him 1"11om the con-

81'9S&tlcm which tollawad him like a aecand Mo••• rt-am thel• 

4Po11ate11, _g_. clt., PP• 406 tt. ('l'he above la a aum­
ma11lzatlon ot tne information Poratar bas set down.) 

s Ibid•• PP• 407 tt. 



2Ja. 
·: '· native land to this :f'oreign counti-y. 

Howeyer. not all hopes o-r. Blenger 41aappeared• ■lnce 

Stephan's pei-son waa not• the aole ·ground of hl■ hope• but the . . . 
Word of God and God1a pace 1n mi.lat. Buenger dld not 4•• . . . . . • : ·· 

apaii- in the tragic news, but p:onj;lnue4 ataadtaatl7 1n hl• 
• . . • ' . .. t 

faith 1n God. 6 It ·waa at th1•·; time that Buenger vu brought 
I ' f JI., .,,_..-•• . .. . 

up to date on the event■ that 't'ziansplred 1n hl• absence 'b7 . . 
his good friend• C •. F ~ W ~ Walther•? 

6wa1 tber; .!2• !!1• • P• 53·. 
7PO!'ater, .!I.• .!ll•, P• 409. 
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CBAP!lER V 

PERRY COlJR'l'Y A'C'i'IVITimi 

•~• aa the oldeat son• 3. P. Buengel' •••UIIUICl •e 11,­

apona1b111t7 tm- the weltare ot the nume11ma■ Buenpl' ram117. . . . . . . 
Although thali- home was ■mall. and thoN vas need tori da117 

' 
bread. thl• f'amll7 llRB ■attatled and thankful. Ottent:lme■ 

aa :lt happened the tam:ll7 helped out 1n the ■ettlement 

whenever th.a aettle11a ve11e overtaken :ln ■:lolme■•• even to 

the extent or thall' material pbaaeaaiona. Dr. Bnleat 

Buenger the younger brother or Johum Priedl'1oh. va■ ••­

peclall7 J:lelpfUl 1n this haar ot need 1n oaring tOI' the ■1ok. 
• ·1 • 

At thla time 1n the lite or J.P. Buengel' he began to . 
show the qualltl•• or unf'lagg1ng en••u and tozaea1ght that' 

■ta'J'9d vlth him thl'augh h:la oea■el••• aot1v1t7 1n behalf or 
others. Pm- even now the theologtoal candidate■ '1'. Brahm• 

o. Puel"b11:lnger, and J.P. Bu.enge11 oonalclered ·:lt the11" dut7 

to pi-ov:lcl• tol'I the eduoatlon or the future teaohel'I■ an~ 

m:ln:later.■ or the aettlement. tahmagh th• present ■uppl7 or 

teacher■ and pl'leaohera would oontlnue to ■el'Ye the need tOI' 

year■ to came. 'l'o th:ls end the oand:ldatea and Walther ac­

quired ■lx aa:rea ot land tor t:he e■tabl:lahmant or the in­

tended aohooi'. It va■ v1 th the. tull Jmovle4ge or the pa■ton 

1n P•l'PT County that the7 then embarked upon the:ll' endeavor. 

with a:lcl tl'am the members or t.he ocmgNgat1on• ancl no ■-11: 

l 
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amount of privation to themselves.. Even fran. the congregation 

in St. Louis• served by o,. H .• Walther1 they rect!ived a 8J118ll 
- k 

amcnmt of money to heip with the school. although the main 

brunt of the labor was shou1dered by the candidates. Here 

a.gain it was Buenger who went ah~ad in cutting the tree•.~ 

building the house, clearing th$
1 

g~ound. and even cllg~ns the 

Holl by himselr.1 

The Reverend o,. H,. Loeber in a letter to Saxony, dated 

September 30• 1839, describes the conditions at this time: 

Opposita our housB many fa~.111es 11vo together 1n a 
ilmch largo1 .. shack of :f'11msy build, called "camp.-. In 
this ca.'llp we also have our common services and give the 
most necessary schooling until oma almost completed 
collegG ••• and the church and school of each ccmgN• 
gation will be ready.2 

Ono 1nay imagine -the surprise of the citizens of St. Louis• 

when they noticed the following Bl'ticle in a late summer 

edition of the Anze1ger S!!!. Westena ai'ter reading only a 

month previously of their hardship and privation: 

We, the undersigned• intend to establish an institution 
of instruction and education. which distlngu:lahaa :ltaalt' 
from ordinary elementary schools especiall7 b7 this• 
that it comprises. besides the wdinar7 branche•• all 
the Gymnasium branches necessary to a true Christian 

1c. F. w. Walther. Kurzer Lobenalauf' des Welland Ehr• 
wuerdlgen Joh. Friedl'. Buenger (st. Louis :-Wriag von 11';­
flotte. 1882). pp. SS rr. 

2 w. o. Polack• Fathers and Founders (St. Louis: Con-
cordia Publishing Houa•• i9JST; P• 28. 
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ancl ■o1ent1r10 ecluoatlod, ••• .R•11g1,m, the Latin, 
01-eek, Hebrew, German, Pi-~oh, ancl Bng1111h language■ J 
bl■tOl"J'I geogpapb.J'J mathematlo■ J .J»h7■10111 an4 natul'al 
hl■toryJ elemantal"J' Pblloaoph7J 1111elo1 -anc1 clravlns. 
ffie ·pupll■ or OUl' 1n■t1tu'ti:lon 1:o be ■o tar a4vanoec1 la 
the above namacl atu41e■ that the7, attei- ab■olvlns a 
complete cour■e or ■tuc17, shall be qualltlecl tor, unlvn-
111 t7 studies. 'l'h• eliteeinacl pia~nt■ who -7 VS.sh to 
place their children wlth m~· lnatltutlon are reque■tecl 
to make lnqulrlea Ngardlng lt•• plan and arrangement■ 
or Pastor· o •. B •. Walther ln St·. Lou.la,. Popl&P Sti-eet, wo. 
11.~, between P1rat and Secona jtreet■, In■ttt110t£an■ u-e 

· ·to begin, God if1111ng, on the· t'lrat or. October ot thl■ 
tear. . 
The aettilemant of the Gel'llian ;Lutheran.a 1n Pei-17 County, 
neai- the Obraso, ~uguat 13,'"\ 'i839. (algned) c. Perdlnan'ct 
Walthei.-, ~0ttomar l'Uerbr:lnger, :.'lh. Jul. 'B1'ohll, .Tab.. JPr. 
Buen~er.~ 

It was not lang atterwal'da that~ ,a,'- ·1t.:ttle log oabln ■toocl la. 
• I ., • ~• '• • \"" • 

the w·l .Idel'fteaa to be u■ed tor poclagosloal pul"poaea. On 1>-.e-. . . . ,. .. : '. . . 
ember 9, 18399· . the little aohooi 'lia.11 opened tm- 1n■truot1m 

.• . : .. ~. . ' ~.,, ,. . .. . . ' . 
• t . .. • ~ . -.· . 

wlth an enrollment ot eleven p»pl1■• There WN ■even bGT• 
• J • • 

and tour glr1a. Th~ glrla we~; .t .~~~t-~ Buenger alcme.la. 
• 

0 I • : . I'•• ""!', ~ : • • 

The tl-rat ol••• oonal■ted or· t11-.~f oi1cnd.q pupil■ VS.th the1• 
"' : •J-' t •• 

reapeotlve ages t P', .r. Btlti••Ufi~ _'t; w. Jllaelier-14, Be 

,.' Buenger-is, Liclc17 Buenger-12, ~-0~~4 ~- Wlll"llb-,7. ci. B. 

Loeber-10• 'l'heoclore Sohubert-1O, Coiumbua· Pi-tee (nc age st:nn), 
Karla Ton Wllrmb-91 Sarah vcn WllPmb-~._S anc1 Jfal'tha Loeber.6 

. 
3Polaok• JI!• .!!1•• PP• 32 tt. 

4wa1 thei-, .!1.• .!!!.•• P• S7 • 
· Se~ W;. Hei-rlins, •oaaoor4ia Co11!11!-Altenbui-g, st. Lout■, 

Port lf•71l••" bathe£!11 Wltn••••XXYI• IIIO• 

"'• o • . POl'■t•r• Zlcm .!B, the Jd.aat■■lppl (Ste Loul■t Oaa­
oOl'clla Publl•htns H011■e~195'.3"r.p. $dj. 
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'l'he institution was founded to meet the folt need or Christ­

ian education for the young. Obviously, from the age repi-a­

sentation, it was not a "college", but renlly a Lutheran 

elementary and high school, which endeavored to prepare its 

pupils f or a hiP,har education.? 

In the ye~rs ~oll011inij Candidate Buenger and Pastor c. 
F. w. Welther f ollcn1ed calls to the st. Louis congl'egation, 

while Candidates T. Brohm and o. Fuerbringe~ remained at the 

institution. After Fue~bringer lef t, Brohm and Loeber 

continued alone from 1840 - 1843. Then Brohm received a 

c all to New York and Loeber continued with the help or 
Pastor Keyl for a half year. Finally Candidate Goenner was 

called 1n 1843 to fill the vacant position at the school. 

7x. J.tretzmann, "The Log Cabin in Pei-ry County", Concordia 
Historical Institute Qp,.nrtar17, XIX, 1$2. 



CHAPTER VI 

TEA.CHING ACTIVITY IN ST. LOUIS 

Accwd1ng to the minutes or Trinity congregation. St. 

Louis, it was April 27, 1840, that J. F • .Buenger was called 

to the St. Louis Congregation,, and on August 2. that he was 

installed as teacher.1 The st. Louis school was founded by 

Pastor o. H. Walthe?" and Candidate o. L. Geyer, 'Ruenger•a 

predecessor who rece~ved a call to the congregation in Cape 
2 Girardeau County, Missouri. 

At this time the St. Louis cong?'egation had neither 

proper ochool facilities nor a church building . Classes 

wer e held 1n a home on Poplar Street. between First and 

Second Streets. This building se?WVed at tho same time as a 

home for the pastor and the teacher. Under the guidance of 

Buenger the elementary school became vezwy well accepted in the 

community. Not only did the Lutherans send their children to 

this school, but those of other confessions also. Another 

German school, which was suppcrted by the German radicals 

in St. LouJs disbanded about this time, and many or the 
. 

students enrolled in the Saxon Lutheran elementary school. 

As a result the school which had room for only fifty pupils, 

1 K. Kl'etzmann, "The Log C"abin in Per17 County", Concm-dia 
Historical Institute ,-uarterlJiXIX. 152 rr. 

2A. c. Stellhorn, "Carl: :X,udwig Meyer", Concordia Hist­
orical Institute Quarterl1, XII, 7. 


