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provide aid and companionship for alcoholics but who do
not become a part of the alcoholics' group.

Included in the Jackson and Conner alcoholic group ares

(a) older alcoholics who live a long period in once place
and are often on pension and cared for by landlords; (b)
"bums," an avoided group of residents who do not adhere to
Skid Row standards; (c) "characters" who are erratic and
bizarre in their behavior and are avoided by others; (d4)
"winos," residents who habitually drink wine and are run-
down in physical health and appearance and re jected by the
"lush group"s; (e) "rubby-dubs" who habitually drink non-
beverage alcohol and are usually social isolates; and (f)
"lushes," the prestige alcoholics who are, in comparison to
"winos" and "characters," in better physical and mental
health, adhere to the mores of Skid Row society, and main-
tain social distance from other groups.e

In his 1965 book, Skid Row a Way of Life, S. E. Wallace

spoke of six primary statuses on Skid Row: the drunk, the
alcoholic, the hobo, the beggar, the tour director, and the
mission stiff.9

Donald J. Bogue in the 1963 book, Skid Row in American

Cities, divided the population of Skid Row into six major

8Joan K. Jackson and Ralph Conner, "The Skid Road Alco-

holic," Quarterly Journal of Studies on Alcohol, XIV
(September 1953), 470.

9Wallaee, P. 199,
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classes as follows; (a) elderly or physically disabled meng;
(b) resident workingmeny; (c) migratory workers; (d) "bums"
(beggars and panhandlers); (e) criminals and workers in
illegal enterprises; and (f) chronic alcoholics.lo
These classifications support the conclusion of Earl
Rubington that Skid Row is composed of many different kinds

of people, and that they are not all people who crave

alcohol.11

Drinking Classification of Skid Row Residents

In their studies Robert Straus and R, G, McCarthy, as
joint authors, and Donald J. Bogue classify Skid Row resi-
dents according to their drinking habits,

Straus and McCarthy interviewed 444 men on the Bowery
in New York City. In an article, published in 1951, they
noted four categories with reference to the drinking prac-
tices of the 444 men interviewed. They listed the following
categories: (a) nondrinkers, residents who had not used
alcoholic beverages for at least a year; (b) moderate
drinkers who never or rarely show marked overt effects of
intoxicatiocn; (c) heavy controlleddrinkers, those users of
beverage alcohol who are able to plan and regulate their

drinking according to their plans and resourcesy and (d)

1°Bogue, P. 48,

llpubington, cccxv, 66.
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heavy uncontrolled drinkers who drink to the limit at
practically every occasion.

In these categories Straus and McCarthy noted the
percentages of the 444 men related to each classification.
They discovered 11 percent to be nondrinkers, 17 percent
to be moderate drinkers, 28 percent to be heavy controlled
drinkers, and 43 percent to be heavy uncontrolled drinkers.lz

Reporting in 1963 on extensive interviews with 613
male Skid Row residents in Chicago, Donald J. Bogue used
five categories to report their drinking habits, These

categories are: (a) teetotalers, nondrinkers; (b) light

drinkers, controlled drinkers; (c) moderate drinkers, in-

cipient or borderline alcoholicsy; (d) heavy drinkers, chronic
alcoholics in the initial stage; (e) alcoholic derelicts,
chronic alcoholics in the terminal stage.

Of the 613 residents interviewed, Bogue found 14.8 per-
cent to be teetotalers, 28.4 percent to be light drinkers,
24.4 percent to be moderate drinkers, 19,9 percent to be
heavy drinkers, and 12.6 percent to be alcoholic dereliets.13

According to their samples, these two studies report

that 11 percent to 14.8 percent of the residents of Skid

lzR. Straus and R. G. McCarthy, "Nonaddictive Patho-
logical Drinking Patterns of Homeless Men," Quarterly Journal
of Studies on Alcohol, XII (December 1951), 605.

13Bogue, P. 93,
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Row do not normally use beverage alcohol, From 17 percent
to 28.4 percent might be termed moderate drinkers in
Straus and McCarthy terminology. In Bogue's study the
moderate drinkers, heavy drinkers and alcoholic derelicts,
who total 56.9 percent of the group, apparently are appro-
priately classified as problem drinkers in the broad
terminology of this thesis' title. If some of the 28 per-
cent of heavy controlled drinkers in the Straus and McCarthy
sample are problem drinkers, this puts the number of home-
less problem drinkers in the study well over the 43 percent
represented by the category of heavy uncontrolled drinkers.

Using the Cooperative Commission's definition of alco-

holism as a loss of control condition, these studies appear
to report that the number:of homeless alcoholics is between
32.5 percent and 43 percent of the Skid Row population,

A similar conclusion is to be found in the Philadelphia
study of 2,249 skid Row men which was published in 1966. The
authors report that 35 percent of those interviewed were
uncontrolled drinkers. Sixteen percent of the men were
classified as nondrinkers.l4

These findings emphasize that not all members of the
Skid Row community are drinkers or problem drinkers, Only

some 50 percent of the population can probably be placed in

14Leonard Blumberg, and Others, "The Development, Major
Goals and Strategies of a Skid Row Program: Philadelphia,"
Quarterly Journal of Studies on Alcohol, XXVII (June 1966),
257.
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the problem drinker classification. Also, as other studies
have underscored, not all problem drinkers are alcoholics,
that is, uncontrolled drinkers., To signal this, W. J.
Petersen and M. A, Maxwell distinguish "drunks" and "winos"
as two major drinking groups. J. F. Rooney uses the same
two categories. ‘The Bain study, reported by Rooney, in
turn speaks of tavern-centered groups and street-drinking
groups.15 It is both of these groups of problem drinkers

who are classified as homeless problem drinkers and who are

examined in detail in this study.

15Rooney, pp. 446-47,




CHAPTER III

A SOCIAL-CULTURAL PROFILE OF THE

HOMELESS PROBLEM DRINKER
Introduction

The alcoholism literature has data which are a resource
for a social-cultural profile of homeless problem drinkers.
The profile which follows includes information concerning
age, sex, nationality, socio-economic background, early
family relationships, education, marital status, and
occupational status., Religious information is included in

subsequent chapters,
Age

In processing the interview information from 613 males
of the Chicago Skid Row, Donald J. Bogue discovered that
10.2 percent were between 20 and 34 years old, 11.3 percent
were between 35 and 39 years old, 52.7 percent were between
40 and 59 years old, 17.6 percent were between 60 and 69 years
old, and 8.2 percent were 70 years old or older. Over half
of the men sampled, representing the general Skid Row popula-
tion and not just problem drinkers, were between the ages

of 40 and 59 years.l

Donald J. Bogue, Skid Row in American Cities (Chicagos
Community and Family Study Center, University of Chicago,
c.1963), p. 91.




16

The findings of Richard F. Docter with reference to
homeless problem drinkers is similar to the findings of the
Bogue sample of the whole Skid Row population, During the
summer of 1965 he interviewed 172 male problem drinkers and
alcoholics and discovered that 66 percent were between the
ages of 40 and 59 years. Twenty-three percent were under
40 years old, and ll percent were 60 years old and over.2
The average homeless problem drinker is apparently a middle-
aged man,

Supporting the evidence that the average homeless
problem drinker is middle aged is the report of David J.
Myerson and Joseph Mayer with reference to 209 hospitalized
Skid Row alcoholics. They found the median age to be
forty—six.3

In turn, the David J. Pittman and C., Wayne Gordon study
of 187 incarcerated male chronic police case inebriates

reveals the median age to have been 47.7 years.4

2Richard F. Docter, "Drinking Practices of Skid Row
Alcoholics," arterly Journal of Studies on Alcochol, XXVIII
(December 19675, 702,

3David J, Myerson and Joseph Mayer, "The Origins, Treat-
ment, and Destiny of Skid Row Alcoholic Men," Alcoholism-—-
Behavioral Research, Therapeutic Approaches, edited by Ruth
Fox (New York: Springer Publishing Company, Inc., c.1967),
p. 308,

4David J. Pittman, "Public Intoxication and the Alcoholic
Offender in American Society," Task Force Report: Drunkenness
(Washington: U. S. Government Printing Office, 1967), p. 1ll.
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Since David J. Bogue reports that Skid Row inhabitants
are primarily male,5 it might be assumed that the vast
ma jority of homeless problem drinkers are male. Statistics
from the st. Louis Detoxification Center in St. Louis,
Missouri, where arrested public intoxicants are detoxified,
support this assumption, Of 1,854 admissions between
November 8, 1966, and June 30, 1968, only 7 percent were

female.6

Nationality

The most extensive report of the national backgrounds
of homeless problem drinkers found by this researcher is
the one provided by Richard F. Docter as a result of his
interviews in southern California in 1965 with 172 sSkid Row
male problem drinkers and alcoholics. He reports the follow-
ing backgrounds and percentages: 1Irish, 26 percent; Scotch-
English, 21 percent; Mexican, 15 percenty German-Dutch,

10 percent; Negro, 10 percent; Scandinavian, 8 percent;

5Bogue, pP. 8.

6'I'h:i.s information is from a sheet of statistical data
prepared and mimeographed under the supervision of John
Mueller, one-time chief social worker at the St. Louis Detoxi-
fication Center, St. Louis, Missouri. The page is entitledqd,
"gt, Louis Detoxification and Diagnostic Evaluation Center
Patient Profile, 11-18-66--6-30-68."
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American Indian, 4 percenty; Polish, 3 percent; French-
Italian, 2 percent; Oriental, 1 percent.7

David J, Pittman and C., Wayne Gordon, in their sample
of 187 arrested male inebriates, report similar percentages
of English, Irish and Italians. They found a high percentage
of Irish and English and a low percentage of Italians, They
write,

The most frequent nationality groupings are English

and Irish, 1Irish individuals compose 35 per cent

of the sample, but there is an increasing number

of Irish with advancing age, especially after 45,

Italians, although represented in significant

numbers in the general pogulation, compose only
2 per cent of the sample.

Social-Economic Background

David J. Myerson and Joseph Mayer report on the social-
economic background of their two sample groups of homeless
problem drinkers, which they refer to as alcoholics. 1In
Myerson's study of 101 hospitalized men, he notes that 98
came from lower economic groups while only 3 came from the

9

middle class, Combining the study group of 101 men with a

group of 109 men, also hospitalized for alcoholism, Myerson

7Docter, XXVIII, 702,

8David J. Pittman and C. Wayne Gordon, Revolving Door:
A Study of the Chronic Police Case Inebriate (Glencoe, Ill.:
Free Press, ¢.1958), pp. 56-57.

9Dav:l.d J. Myerson, "The 'Skid Row' Problem," The New
England Journal of Medicine, CCLIV (June 21, 1956), 1168.
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and Mayer report that generally all men came from families
with a high degree of poverty.lo

In their study of 187 male chronic police case inebri-
ates, David J., Pittman and C, Wayne Gordon report

chronic police case inebriates are drawn heavily

from the lower social class groupings in the

society, as is reflected in the educational

attainment and_occupational classification of

their fathers,ll
Both the Myerson and Mayer and the Pittman and Gordon studies
agree that problem drinkers, for the most part, come from a

low social-economic level,
Early Family Relationships

With reference to the 208 hospitalized Skid Row alco-
holics in their total study group, David J. Myerson and
Joseph Mayer observe that the men came from larger than
average families.12

Of his study, in New Haven, Connecticut, of 201 homeless
men, mostly problem drinkers, and of his joint study with
R. G. McCarthy of 444 homeless men on the Bowery, Robert

Straus reports that the families of these mengive evidence

loMyerson and Mayer, p. 309.

1lpittman and Gordon, p. 58.

12Myerson and Mayer, p. 309,
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of early family disorganization. One-half of the men
lost one or both of their parents before age twenty.13
Reporting on the family backgrounds of 187 incarcerated
male intoxicants, David J. Pittman and C, Wayne Gordon
report that the structural continuity of the family units
was often broken before the inebriate reached his mid-teens.

The families were broken by death, divorce, or separation,

Concerning these families Pittman and Gordon state that

they failed largely to participate in community activities,
The families were not only marked by disintegration but by
low regular church attendance and almost complete lack of
participation in voluntary church societies and community

activities.

Pittman and Gordon report of parent-child relationships
that mother-son and father-son relationships deprived the
inebriates of those ingredients necessary in meeting basic

emotional, social and psychological needs:.l4

Education

In Revolving Door David J. Pittman and C., Wayne Gordon

observe that 40 percent of the general population do not go
beyond grammar school in pursuing education. They discovered

that 70 percent of the 187 arrested male inebriates they

13Rohert Straus and R, G. McCarthy, "Nonaddictive
Pathological Drinking Patterns of Homeless Men," Quarterly
Journal of Studies on Alcohol, XII (December 1951), 610.

14

Pittman and Gordon, p. 93.

I-----------------------lllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll
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studied did not go beyond grammar school. Seldon Bacon,
reporting on 1,223 arrested inebriates, similarly notes

15 In

that 68 percent did not go beyond grammar school.
turn, investigators from the Emory University Department
of Psychiatry, record that of 259 arrested male intoxicants
50 percent did not go beyond the eighth grade in Bchool.l6
The study of 101 homeless problem drinkers by David J.
Myerson shows a similar educational status. Myerson re-
ports that 50 percent had at least a grammar school educa-
tion., He reported a median level of ten years of education.17
Richard F. Docter reports a somewhat higher educational
status for the 172 Skid Row male problem drinkers he inter-
viewed, He discovered that 26 percent had between six and
eight years of schooling, 59 percent had between nine and
twelve years, and 15 percent had some college education.l8
On the whole, homeless problem drinkers appear to be

an educationally deprived group.

15:pida., p. 89.

16"I.‘he President's Commission on Law Enforcement and
Administration of Justice, "Alcohol Project of the Emory
University Department of Psychiatry," Task Force Report:
Drunkenness (Washington: U. S. Government Printing Office,
1967), p. 89.

17

Myerson, CCLIV, 1169; Myerson and Mayer, p. 309.

1850cter, XXVIII, 702.
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Marital Status

David J. Myerson and Joseph Mayer report about the
marital status of the two groups of homeless problem
drinkers which they studied. At the time of their admission
to the Long Island Hospital in Boston, the 208 men in both
groups were all separated from their original families and
from their wives, if they had been married. Of the group
of 101 men only 61.6 percent had been married., Only 48,1
percent of the men in the group of 108 had been marr:l.ed.19

Of the 187 arrested male inebriates whom they studied,
David J. Pittman and C, Wayne Gordon found that 41 percent
of the men had never married. Of the 59 percent who had
been married only 2 percent were living with their spouses
before their current incarceration., Thirty-two percent
were separated, 19 percent were divorced, and 6 percent were
widowed,

Pittman and Gordon compare some of their findings with
the Seldon D, Bacon study of 1,223 men arrested for drunken-
ness, with Robert Straus' study of 201 homeless men, mostly
problem drinkers, and with general population data.

While 59 per cent of the men in this sample had at

one time married, compared to 47 per cent of Bacon's

arrested inebriates and 44 per cent of the homeless
men studied by Straus in New Haven, this proportion

is far lower than the 80 per cent of clinic patients,
The observed frequency of divorces and separations

19Myerson and Mayer, pp. 310-11,
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is far higher at all age levels than in the general
population., Only 4 of the 187 men were "married
and living with spouse" at the time of study, all
under 45 years of age., From a comparison with
general population data, the expected frequency of
never-married status would be 13 per cent, whereas
the observed frequency is 41 per cent; and the
expected percentage of marriages terminating in
divorce, widowhood or separation is 11, whereas
the observed frequency was 96 per cent,

The high rate of marital unattachment of homeless problem
drinkers is corroborated by statistics from the St. Louis
Detoxification Center, St. Louis, Missouri, Of 1,854 admis-
sions between 1966 and 1968, 21 percent had never been
married, 63 percent were separated, divorced, or widowed,

14 percent were married, and the status of 2 percent was

unknown, 21

Occupational Status

When Richard F. Docter interviewed 172 sSkid Row male
problem drinkers in 1965, he discovered that 4 percent had
professional, farming or managerial experience. Sixteen per-
cent had a clerical and sales background, 37 percent of the
men were in the "craftsmen, operative, service" classifica-
tion, and 43 percent were found to be laborers.22

Out of 101 homeless problem drinkers, David J. Myerson

found that 35 percent were unskilled and 66 percent had a

2oPittman and Gordon, p. 57.

21Mue11er, "patient Profile."

22Docter, XXVIII, 702,



