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CHAPTzR I
INTRODUCT ION

In the area of public preaching there seems to be a
greater need for a more complete understanding of the tech-
nique and skill with which Christ used the parable in em-
phasizing Christian truths. The territory into which the
writer of this thesis enters has had only incidental and
accidental pilgrims. While the ministry of Jesus has had
large attention from scholars in questions of Biblical
theology, there has not been published any adequate treat=
ment of our Lord's technique in the area of homiletics.
Jesus was distinctly the master preacher, but His ability
to illustrate and skillfully present truth through the
use of the parable has been largely neglected.

Iiuch of modern preaching today has revealed a pathetic
failure to present the abstract in concrete and intelli-
gible terms. The trend toward speculation and a philosophi-
cal approach has resulted, not in a greater understanding
of God's truths, but rather a degression deeper into the
confusion and uncertainty of abstract thought. Parables
deal with abstractions; yet, they focus t§e truth in con-
crete terms and they bring reovle into the picture. Now,
if we are at all concerned about presenting the truths
about God and His Word in a way in which we can see act;on

and a functional relationship of people with their Lord,
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then we might do well to see how Christ employed the
parable in preaching. Certainly, if Christ used the
parable and took an ordinary naked truth and put it into
action and showed how that truth can be nperative in the
personal lives of people, then, unmistakably, that is an
accepted method in preaching.

wnile there is a great abundance of literature dealing
with the content of Jesus' preaching, the writer has failed
to find much material srecifically homiletical in its
approach., It is not the purpose of this thesis to discuss
the nature of Christ, nor the message of Christ, rather,
attention is directed to the method with which He drew and
held attention. To be sure His personality and message
will occupy a necessary and important part of the research,
but nevertheless we shall deal specifically with His per-
sonal mastery of His audiences and the skills and methods
found in His use of parables.

whenever we are confronted with the person of Christ,
fdis life ana His work, we have an example that is inexhaus-
tible. And because the Lord is the example of utter perfec-
tion in all things, the writer finds himself trying tn mea-
sure the immeasurable. Such a paper, however, though re-
stricted by limitations, is not without value and definitely
has its possibilities.

For the Christian preacher Jesus Christ the lLord is
both the model and the message. Our purpnse is concerned

with Him as the model. Observation reveals that modern
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preaching is desperately in need of such a model, This

thesis may serve to stimulate interest and provide thoughts
and hints concerning the preaching skill of the Savior that

will lead to public preaching akin to His.




CHAPTER II
THE NATURE OF THe PARABLE

Those who have sought to find out what a parable is
and how it is defined have perhaps discovered that their
search is a difficult one. In the New Testament, two Greek
words have been rendered by this one English term. One is
"paroima," almost peculiar to the fourth Evangelist, trans-
lated "proverb."™ Literally it signifies "something by the
way" and its figurative use denotes a dark saying, in which
more is meant than meets the ear, and into which much valu-
able, though hidden meaning, has been packed. The other,
the more common term, is "parabolee," which, curiously
enough, is never used by John, but is the only one employed
by the other evangelists. It comes from a verb which
signifies to throw or place side by side, and denotes a
placing of one thing beside another for the purpose of com=
parison, or, more generally, an utterance which involves
a comparison. Taking the New Testament word, "parabolee,"
we see that it is a metarhorical term, a cnmparing; a
comparison of one thing with another, a likeness, a simili-
tude. Thayer states it is "a narrative, fictitious but
agreeable to the laws and usages of hurman life, by which
either the duties of men or the things of God, particularly

the nature and history of God's kingdom, are figuratively




portrayed."l
Trench sums up several points he had made in the
first chapter of his book by writing:

The parable differs from the fable, by moving in a
spiritual wvorld, and never transgressing the actual
order of natural things--from the myth, because in
that there is an unconscious blending of the deeper
meaning with the outward symbol, the two remaining
separate in the parable--from the proverb, inasmuch
as it is carried out, and not merely accidentally
but necessarily figurative--from the allegory, by
comparing one thing with another, and not trans-
ferring, a3 the allegory, the properties »f one to
the other.

The little girl was 'very near the mark, then, when she said
that a parable is "an earthly story with a heavenly meaning;"
and we may not be far wrong if we define it to be a narra-
tive true to nzture or to life, used for the purpose of
conveying spiritual truth to the mind of the hearer.
The use of the parable in this manner, says Taylor,
is a source of great power.
Its force depends on the analogy which exists between
God's works in nature and provicdence, and His opera-
tion in grace. The world of nature came at first
from, and is still sustained by, the hand of Him who
formed the human soul; and tke administration of
proviaence is carried on by Him who gave us the reve-

lation of His will in the Jacred acriptgres, and pro-
vided for us salvation through His Son.

1 ‘ ~ = ; 4
Joseph Henry Thayer, A ureek-ag§llsh Lexicon of the
New Testament (Edinburgh? T. & T, Clark, 1901), p. 479.

2Richard C. Trench, Notes on the Parables of our Lord
(Grand itapids: Baker Book House, 1948), p. 5.

3Wm. M. Taylor, The Parables of Our savior (New York:
Hodder & Stoughton: 1886), p. 2.
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A true parable is something more than a mere felicitous
illustration. It is an outward symbol of an inward reality.,
It is not the creation of a new similarity, but the revela-
tion of a similarity that has always existed. Trench is
not overstating the case, therefore, when he says of the
savior's parables, that:

Their power lies in the harmony unconsciously felt

oy all men, and which 211 deeper minds have delighted
tn trace, between tie natural and spiritual worlds,

so tnat analogies from the first are felt to be some-
thing more than illustrations happily yet arbitrarily
chosen. They are arguments, and may be alleged as
witnesses; the world of nature being throughout a
witness for the world of the spirit, nroceding from
the same hand, growing out of the same root, anc being
constituted for that very end.

To complete this not too extensive study of what a
parable is, we add some thoughts of G. Heinrieci, a con-
tributor to tne ochaff-Herzog Encyclopedia, which are par-
ticularly important beczuse of the manner in which he de-
scribes the parable as a teaching device. He writes:

Parables common to the Synoptics treat of the kingdom
of hezven, its strength, its worth, its realizatiosn.
Three of them draw their materizl from nature or
agriculture (Mark 4, 26-27), the fourth is based on
the opposition between Israel's conduct and the
promises of God. all are in essence prophetic. The
parcbles common to katthew anda Luke deal with the
relition of man to God, man's disposition, duties,
and work, and not all are carried out to completion.
. « «The style and color of these narratives vary

4Trench, op. cit., pp. 12 f.
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greatly. lost of them are simple, and the narra-

tive is carrged only so far as is necessary to convey

the meaning.
Furthermore, the saune writer adds:

The pictorial discourses of Jesus nroclaim what He

brought and what He was, their purpose was to instruct

by illustrating. His material He found in nature and

in human life, which mirrgred for Him the mysteries

of the kingdom of heaven.
The parable used an incident taken from common life and
rounced into a gem-like picture, to set forth some corre-
sponding truth in the higher and spiritual region. T was
a favorite Jewish mode of putting truth, but Jesus imparted
tn it by far the richest and most perfect development.
Avout one third of all His sayings which have been preserved
to us consists of parables. He changed happenings in nature
and action of men into perfect pictures and made them the
vehicles for conveying to the world immortal truth.’

Thus, we might conclude that a parable is a story. It
is a story because it is a narrative avout people and
happenings which could probably be true to life. It is a

narrative that takes into account the world of nature and

the hzabits of men. But these two factors are important only

5G. Heinrici, Schaff-Herzoz, Encvclonedia of
feligious Knowledge, edited by Samuel lacauley Jackson and
Georce william Gillmore (Grand Rapids: ZEaker Book House,
1950), VIII, 345.

6Ibid., p. 346.

7¢f. James Stalker, The Life of Christ (Chicago:
Fleming H. Revell Co., 1891), p. 70. ___ _
MEMORIAL LIBRARY
CONCORDIA SEMINARY
"~ sT. LOUIS, MO.
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as they depict life and action int he Kingdom of God.
Parables are simple and interesting, and their aim is to
lead the listener beyond their natural meaning and illus-
trate to them the high and spiritual values and activity

in the Kingdom of God.




CHAPTER III
HOMILETICAL SKILLS FOUND Ii JkSUS' USE OF THE PARABLE

The special reason and purrose of the parables of
Jesus are stated in Matt. 13:10-17. Up to that point in
His ministry Jesus appears not to have spoken in parables.
oome of the words He preached in the synagogue, by the sea-
shore, and on the mount were direct, simgle and plain. He
used simile and metaphor in the Sermon on the Mount and else-
where. But there came a time when He notably changed His
style.l His simple precepts were often met with derision and
scorn, and among the multitudes there were always some who
were anxious to pervert His sayings. Wwhen the multitudes
gathered by the Sea of Galilee to hear Him, He spoke to them
many things in parables. His disciples quickly observed
the change and sasked Him, Why do you speak in parables? Our
Lord's answer is remarkable for its blended use of metaphor,
proverb, enigma, was so combined and connected with a prorhecy
of Isaiahz, that it becomes in itself one »f the profoundest
of His discourses. dJesus explains that according to the
rrophecy of Isaiah people observe, but they don't see the
truth; they listen, but don't hear the true message and

can't understand it. To such who have no desire to know

lcf. Trench, op. cit., p. 28.
2cf. Is. 6:9 f.
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the mysteries of the kingdom of heaven, the parable will
be of no help, but it will help those who sincerely wish
to know and understznd the truth and the will of God.

The great thougnt in this answer seems to be that the
lord had a twofold purpose in the use »f parables, namely,
both to reveal and conceal great truths.’ There was, first,
that inner circle of followers who received His word with
joy, and who, like those who shared in the secret counsels
of other kinzdoms, were gifted to know the mysteries of the
Messianic reign, long hidden, but now about to be revealed.
He who is gifted with a desire to know God, and appropriate
rightly the provisions of His grace, shall increase in wis-
dom and kxnowledge more and more by the manifold revelations
of divine truth. But the man of opposite character, who
has heart, soul and mind to love God, but is unwilling to
use his power in earnest search for the truth, shall lose
even what he seems to have. His powers will become weak and
worthless by inactivity, and like the slothful servant in
the parable of the talents, he will lose that which should
hzve been his glory.h According to Zond, the most prominent

reason why Jesus used parables was the desire to avert an

3The "hina" in the parallel passages of k. 4:12 ancd
Luke 8:10 shows that our Lord teaches in these words the
final end and purpose of His parables, not merely their
results. The quotation from Isaiah evinces the same thing.

bof. Milton 5. Terry, Biblical Hermenuetics (New York:
}ethodist Book Concern, 1890), pp. 190 f.
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immature crisis in His ministry. The writer feels that
Bond's position is well presented, when he says:
Two classes brought the risk of a crisis to His minis-
try--the ill-informed enthusiast, who would crown Him
king, and the bitter enemy, who would have caused His
death. Jesus knew that the lines of His duties con-
verged to the cross, but He would not let the enthusi-
asm of His partisans nor the hatred of His foes deflect

Him from His course nr hasten His plans.? 2
Through the parables Jesus could continue to preach t» the
actual and the nrospective believer, while the critic would
be baffled.

There are, of course, many other reasons why Jesus
employed the jarables in His preaching. Every great preach-
er and teacher of truth usually has something notable in
his method. The method is so important and contributes so
much to make way for the truth, that we often perceive a
preacher's success to be chiefly due to what we call his
"way of putting things." we may expect, then, to find the
method of Jesus greatly worth our study. Probably, it will
baffle us to apprehend it fully, or to discover all its
reasons; but what we can trace of it will certainly be in-
structive.

Other great teachers had given slight attention to
the parable as a literary form, but it remained for Jesus

to make it a specialty. At first glance we can cite

several notable reasons why He found the parable so helpful

5ilvert Richmond Bond, The iiaster Preacher (New York:
american Tract society, 19100, be 99




12,

in preaching. By it He gathered up the analogies between
the natural and the s?iritual laws and experiesnces., An&iher
reason for its use was found in the quick impression that
it made upon the minds »f the auaience. The crowds along
the roaaside or street, in the homes and synogogues, in the
fields or upon the beach would be lethargic and restless,
therefore, powerful illustrations were needed to hold them.
A third reason makes the parable the medium fnor statement
to His disciples, who might gradually arrive at the true
meaning and purpose of the parable where the crowds and the
critics would remain in ignorance. Furthermore, the parable
was employed to give His truth a communicative form. Men
could easily recount the parables when they might not have
‘been able to repeat learned discourses and doctrines.b

One »f the more important features of His method, then,
was His invariable adaptation to His hearers. This is the
guality, for want of which, rerhaps, preaching most fre-
quently fails. His adaptation to the audiences who heard
Him resulted in permanent signiricance. Conupled with that
ability is another feature, popular character, which
accounts for the usefulness of His method. About both of
these features Robertson comments:

#e do not speak of it in any vulegar sense. It was as

far as possible from being suited to flatter the

reople, or to tickle their ears by oratorical device.

But it was fitted in the highest degree for Fopular
apprehension, and "the common people heard Him gladly."

Sce. Ibid., pp. 98 ff.
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(Mark 12:37). It had this fitness because He, more

constantly than any other great teacher, directed

His appeals to the instinct for truth and right that

is common to man, and to respect of which rich and

poor, learned and unlearned, are nn the same level,’

The parables of' Jesus, for the most part, are simple
in language and profound in meaning. 5o it was a wonderful
breadth of adaptation at once to great minds and to the
simple in understanding. It is at once popular and univer-
sal. To achieve what Wwendt calls, "popular intelligibility
and rich significance,"s every preacher desirous of pre-
senting his message Sunday after Sunday, should certainly
note the remarkable way in which Christ employed the parable.
The very perfection of His method leads to its being un-
observed. The result of this perfection is that the whole
imrression the mind receives is of the greatness and
preciousness of the truths conveyed. The very design of
parables is to embellish and set forth ideas and moral
truths in attractive forms. DMany a lesson, if spoken in
naked, literal style, is soon fargotten; but, clothed in
parabolic dress, it arouses attention, and fastens itself
in t he memory. Iany reoukes and pungent warnings may be
couched in a parable, and thereby give less nffence, and

yet work better effects than open plainess of speech could

do.

7James Robertson, Our lord's Teachins (New York:
Fleming H. Revell Co., 1835), pp. 7 f.

8Hans Hinrich Wendt, The Teaching of Jesus (New York:
Charles zcribner &% Sons, 1899), p. 190.
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In this connection, it might be added, that some of
our Lord's most pninted parables against the Jews --
parables which they rerceived were directed acainst them-
selves--embodied repronf, rebuke, and warning, and yet by
their form and drapery, they served to shield Him from open
violence.

It is easy, also, to see that a parable may enshrine

a profound truth or myvstery which the hearers may not

at first apnrehena, but which, because of its strlklng

or memorable form, abides more firmly in the mind, and
so asldlng yields at length its deep and preclous me an-

ing.

It is quite evident from the Gospel records that Jesus
used the parables as a sword piercing the armor of His
foes. Through this approach He looms as an artist of
polemies. The world that the Christian preacher faces to-
day is not aifferent from the world »f Christ's time. The
Pharisees and infuriated leaders of the Jews taunted the
Lord; scoffers and skeptics today are no less gentle. When
Christ confronted these reople "pretense nf piety, pride
of public approval, arrogance of rosition, and contempt
for the sinner were arrainged with piercing sarcasm,
fitting rebuke, and srarkling jllustration."1C They c»uld
not fail to understand Him in dis thrusts, though they did
not perceive His spiritual truths. The masterful ponlemist

could not be answered, therefore, the remaining methnd of

9Trench, op. cit., p. 28.
10Bond, np. cit., p. 100.
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silencing Him by death was planned. The rarable, then,
came as a polemical expedient. His enemies forced Him to
adopt this form of instructing.

The parable gave Jesus the opportunity tn condemn His

enemies, who caught some »f His hidden meaning and

knew that He criticized them, and to instruct His

disciples, who could better appreciate the veiled

truths and. could seek personal help from the

Preacher.<l

The age in which we live has led us away from the
direct and simple. Ours is a complex 2nd ~omplicated civi=-
lization. The important issues of society and gnvernment
are deeply involved ones. The machines and vehicles, de-
signed to make productinn and transportation simpler, have
led us into more complicated problems, where specialized
and technical training is needed. This atmosphere has
made inroads into a preacher's life too. As we think of
the Gospel intrusted to us and the responsibility imposed
on every true preacher, we must learn tn uncderstand that a
truth is never made more noble by involved arguments and
irrelevant jargon. w#e must learn from the example of
Christ, that simplicity is not only zo»d, but is also dy-
namic and poweriul. Once a rreacher gets away from this
f'alse notion that the more he expounds in intellectual
areas bevond and above his hearers, nnce he sees the value

of preaching simply and directly he will notice that his

message will be more pertinent, more effective, to the

1l1bid., pp. 266 f.
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needs and wants of his hearers. One of the wonderful
features of the parables is the clearness of style and
thought. admittedly, some »f the parables are difticult
to understand, not because ni the parable itself, but be-
cause of the subject and theme. To be sure, the truth is
hidden from scoffers and skeptics, but is revealed to the
pure and humble in heart. They are, however, understand-
able chiefly because they are simple. "The preacher must
have clear ccnceptiéns of his message if he would attain
his object through simplicity. Perhaps haziness and ob-
scurity of thought will impress themselves upon the
style."12 Zven the choice of words guarantees or debars
simplicity of style. Certain words cnnvey the impression
»f heaviness, ornateness, invnlution of simplicity. Jesus
did not make adornment »f style a primary factor in His
choice of words. Their beauty is incidental to the zreat-
ness of His mission and message. The parsbles of the
Kingdom anc their spiritual depths were not always appreci-
ated by His audience, but that was due more to dullness
nt' i1eart rather than dullness of head. 1:1is exalted truths
did nnot meet full acceptance because the pesple preferred
their own debased ideals ot the Iliessiah and His Kingdom.

Preachers today must learn that profoundness of thought
never requires involved and complicated language. That

simple presentation, as Christ Himself showed us, is still

121pid., p. 18%4.

R
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the grandest and humblest way of setting forth the magnifi-
cent truths nf the Christian Gospel. If preachers can in
some way attempt to present their message without scholar-
ly pedantics they will soon understand t hat in an age »f
confusion and complexity of living, simplicity is of the
greatest importance. Concerninsg the art and skill of the

lord's method that should be every preacher's ideal, Wendt

expounds:

« . othe characteristic features of Jesus' method »f
teaching pioves what a wonderful art and power nf
nopnular eloquence He pnssessed. He avoided pedantic
modes of t2aching the retty arts of the scholastic
learning. . . .A rich fancy and an acute judgment
were fis equipment,--a fancy which provided Him with
ever fresh material for His examples, pictures, and
similitudes; acuteness of judgment, which enabled Him
to grasp the essential point in the instance on hand,
and to find the fittest phrasenlogy and forms nf pre-
sentation whereby the weightiest thought should be
most forcibly expressed. . . .The examples and parables
ni' Jesus, by their typical memorable forms, preserve
even yet their living freshness of illustration and
lucidity of demonstration. . . .How immensely higher
in popular efficiency stands Jesus' method in its
plain simplicity, ghich yet detract nothing from its
depth of thought.l

Related to simplicity of languase is the manner in
which Jesus displays His expert methnd of forming word
pictures for His audience. The human mind is not a debat-
ing hall, but a picture gallery. Around it hang our
similes and our concepts. Jesus was a master of soul-
capturing imagery. It is a prnblem today to get people to

think, to put thoughtsinto their prmper sequence, to con-

13hendt, op. cit., pp. 148 f.

et
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centrate on uncomfortable things., Preaching must be able
to put intangibles into word-picture§. iental images are
vitally important for the hearer's sake. Christ realized
this, and so He used parables. He could think the way
people think. He could get them tn make value judgments
and to prush secondary things aside and aim at the primary.
He c£ot people to think by simple pictures. This is the
preacher's task also. A criticism of modern preaching,
however, very often voiced, deplores sermons which are com-
posed of words without meaning--words, Jjust words. We
need words to communicate; we would be lost without them.
To use them effectively requires skill. To achieve this
techniqgue in preaching we must ever hold up before us the
example of Christ and His parable.

Jesus was a preacher whose ear was attuned to the music

of words. . . .Jesus knew the words which repeat a

certain sound or combination of sounds like music,

and He selected them. . . .50 surremely did He regard

e s T e e el

] i T .

These were words He spoke, not coldly, abstractly, or
matter-of-fact like; but He used them with a plan and a
design., He spoke in word-pictures. Three inseparable
mentzl characteristics were interwnven in the fabric of our

Lord's mind. His thoughts were always cnncrete, not ab-

stract; His intellectual processes were intuitive, not argu-

lhFrancis J. Handy, Jesus the Preacher (New York:
Abingdon-Cokesbury, 1949), p. 60«
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mentative; His views were ever positive, never negative.
"word pictures enabled Him to put the truth He desired to
stress into concrete rather than abstract form; He dealt
with one fact or person by itself or himself."l5

That words, their use and their phrasing, require
skill and forethought, has been clearly established. The
writer, however, sometimes, shudders to think »f the many
preachers who haphazardly throw thoughts together and care-
lessly deliver a sermon unconscinus of the vital necessity
nf' presenting material with words that stick, words that
live, phrases that carrv a punch. It is obvious that the
words which t he Lord used, and the way He used them, were
a deciding factor in the impact His message had on the
hearts of His hearers. His imagery was always within the
limits of popular information, but His own genius was re-
quired to unite the familiar form to the spiritual truth.
"Jesus was an artist whose pictures were those of words
rather than of canvas and pigments. His message abounded
in picture words, His rarables were specially thus charac-
terized."© Christ was perfectly familiar with His message
and was master of any occasion that might arise. "He did
nnt nesitate or wander in His themes. His great mind had

arranged His material for preaching. He left to the moment

151bid., p. 66.

1656nd, op. cit., . 102.
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the selection of the proper forms. ™17
The parables of Jesus are definitely supreme examples
nf the use of imagzination. Through the imaginatinn one
may forecast conditions and plan for their attainment,
Through it tne pioneer work of blazing the trail of thought
is to be done. Jesus had this nower highly sensitized and
rleveloped. The parables prove this beyond a shadow of
doubt. Ferhaps the great skill shown in His imagination
was the ability to be pictnrial. It takes a3 vivid imacina-
tion to speak in pictures, to present spiritual truths in
a language free of abstractions and worn-out phrases, and
to garb a message in words and phrases that can be seen
and thus understood. Bond says this about Jesus' ability
to talk in pictures and use His imaginati~n, and still be
concrete, when he writes:
The intellectual life of Jesus dezlt in concrete ob-
jects. It lay within His power to think abstruse
thoughts, but He preferred to cite examples, actual
and created. The students »f His day might have
listened with some interest to difficult and abstruse
dissertations, but Jesus chose to win the ear and
heart of the common people by His objectified truchs.
de Himself was the concretion of God, and so deliverecd
His pgssage as to put God into concrete touch with
men.
we huve no greater example of this rractise in His preaching

than His use of parables. zZach parabls provides a concrete

expression of thoughts and ideas which, by themselves, are

17Ivid., p. 103.
181pid., p. 150.
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nothing but cold facts ana concepts difficult to attain
relevance in a hearer's mind. But Bond further states:

The imagery of gentleness characterized the preaching

of' Jesus. From the finer seasibilities came His pic-

tures. The parable of the Lost 59n yet remains wish_

out equal in all literature for tenderness. . . .
Bond continues:

Jesus, the artist, was a preacher all the time. He

Preached on any and =2very day of the week, for He had

the one consuming passinn of the artist--to create.

e « «30 Jesus, the artist, went and mingled with the

multitude. . . .He dealt with truth concretely2 e o

o0 re preached to the crowd in parables. . . 0
In Jesus we see the consummate artist, for in working out
fils material Jesus has shown how important it is for the
preacher to get hold of his ideas and with thought and de-
sign and imagery preach that way all the days of his life.
"The imagination may do for the preacher, in a limited way,
what it daid for the Lord Jesus Christ in z supreme way.
- Bond, in his Iugster Preacher, has well spoken of
the power of imagination as exhivbited by Jesus Christ, when
he writes:

it was highly sensitized and developed. His imagina-

tion was dramatic in its concepts and menifestations.

The dromatic moment, wnen the interest of the occasion
culminated, never failed to appear to Him.

191pid., p. 183.

20goland Cotton Smith, Preachinz as a Fine Art (New
York: Macmillan Co., 1922), pp. 22 ff.

Zlﬂond,,gg. el p=r258

22David R. Breed, Preparing to Preach (New York:
Hodder & Stoughton, George H. Loran, 1911), p. 258.
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Practically everybody is agreed that t he parables
taken as a whole bear an unmistakable stamp, and one may
with confidence say that a parable in the Gnspels is a
work of art whose author can never be in aoubt. They show
perfectly detinite, recognizable characteristics. First, a
poetical and imaginative quality which is quite distinctive.
Secondly, the realism anc close observatisn of the pictures
which they draw even in a few strokes. Thirdly, there is
their dramatic quality by the way in which an idea is ex-
pressed in action, concretely; recognizable human action,
in a realistic setting.23

Zven brevity was an important feature in His method.
Be as brief as possible is the advice any public speaker
receives tocay. This applies also to preaching. Here
brevity is really a virtue. while the thirty and forty-
five minute sermons were in vogue twenty-five years ago
ana earlier, anything over twenty minutes today is almost
tfrowned upon. On the basis ni the methnad of Christ, it is
sound acdvice for .Lhe preacher to be clear and to the point
in the briefest possible way. To this .enut writes:

If the covinus enployment of examples and parables on

the part of Jesus was designed to make His mode of

teaching popularly intelli;sible, so also the way He

selected and amplified them was wholly soverned by the

purpose of giving them an imrressible pregnancy. One
can speak of a fixed :rinciple to which He had regard

23cf. C. H. Dodd, Gospel and Law (New York: Columbia
University Press, 1951), p. 5Le.
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int he shaping of iis examples and parables for that
purpose: I might designate it as the principle »of

aiming at the greatest clearness in the briefest
compass.

Thus, in the parables nf Jesus this principle of brevity

is evident. DBy attending to this principle found in

Jesus' use of the parable, we are led to avoid entirely

the pitfall of using more words than are absolutely necessary.
For, at all events, we may justly assume that Jesus, whose
mode of teaching is so pregnantly expressive, did not inter-
weave meaningless details into His rarables for the mere
purpose of embellishment.?5 To achieve what Christ Himself
mastered in this type of preaching demands strict adherence

to rules that will make the preached message intelligible,

simple, dynamic and brief.

2hyendt, op. cit., pp. 129 f.
25cf, Ibid., pp. 135 f.




CHaPTER IV
TH FParta3Le Ao AN ILLUSTRATIVa TLACHILG ETHOD

It is an interesting commentary that Jesus hardly ever
spoke except in connection with a parable and that modern
prezchners hardly ever use one. In the Scriptural sense, as
noted above, a parable was a story, either imaginary or
true to life. Jesus filled iis hearer's minds with them,
and, strange as it seems, present-day preachers rarely, if
ever, present truth in this manner. Presumably, then,
parables are rzre because most preachers are incapable of
inventing thhem. There is no reason why preachers today
should not know how to use the parabolic teaching method
or employ the use of illustrations as Jesus did.

It was the general aim of our Lord to teach something
by His parables. He wanted to illustrate or to prove, and
thus to make clearer, the truths which He had in hand.
Trench says:

The parable, or other analogy to spiritual truth

appropriated from the world of nature of man, is not

mersly illustration, but in the same sort, proof.

For the power of such analogies lies in the harmony

unconsciously felt by all, and by deerer minds plain-

ly perceived, between the n.tural and piritual

worids; the world of nature be:'_.nglthroughout a wit-
ness for the world of the spirit.

1Trench, op. cit., p. 7
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The preacher who would find his way to the hearts and
understandings of his hearers will never keep down the
parzbalic element of his teaching, but will make as frequent
use of it as he can. To do this efflectually the preacher
will need a iresh effort of his own; for wnile all language
is more nor less figurative, yet long use has worn out the
freshness of the stamp, so that, "to create a powerful
impression, language must be cast into novel forms, as was
done by the Savior."@ Jesus gave no doctrine in an ab-
stract form, but clothed them all, as it were, with flesh
and blood. He acted iHimself as He declared to His disciples
they must act; He brought forth out of His treasure things
new and old; but with the help of the old, making intelligi-
ble the new. And thus in His own example He has given us
the secret of all effectual teaching and preaching. One
wonders sometimes if our Lord had spoken naked spiritual
truth, how many of iHis words would have entirely passed
away from the hearts and memories of His hearers. But, by
presenting His truth in the form of some lively image, or
in some brief but interesting narrative, they awakened atten-
tion and excited inquiry.

we see, then, that the Lord used this form of instruc-
tion as a means of attracting attention. Zvery one knows

how the interest of y»sung people is awzkened and sustained

2Ibid., p. 11,
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by the telling of a story. But in this respect we are
all only children of a larger growth. This is made abundant-
ly evident by the fact that when a public speaker descends
from abstract reasoning to concrete illustrution, and
clinches his argument by a pat and parallel anecdote, an
inmediate hush of eager interest stills his audience into a
breathless silence. Now, knowing well this peculiarity of
our nature, the Lord secured the attentisn of His hearers
by the beautiful parables which He introduced into His dis-
courses. Taylor comments:

The effect was heightened by His selection, for this

purpose, of the scenes, incidents, and objects with

which men were familiar in common life. He never
introduced recondite subjects, or went out of the
region with which His hearers were acquainted; but

He lifted up that which lay at His hand, making it

magnetic, in_its attractiveness, and luminous in its

application,

This, indeed, was one of the reasons of His popularity
as a teacher. The sower going forth to sow; the Iisherman
casting his net into a lake; the woman kneading her dough
or sweeping her house in search of a piece of money which
she had lost; the growth of the mustard plant from a tiny
sead; the shepherd going after his sheep; the father receiv-
ing back his long-lost son; the details ana incidents of a
marriage procession; the hiring of laborers in the market-

place,--all were turned by Him to rrofitable account. And

this helps to explain how it carme, that with a Joseph and a

3Taylor, op. cit., p. 10.
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Nicodemus among His disciples, it was also true that "the
common people heard dim 5ladly"; for here, in their liking
for a story lying in the sphere of caily life, the rich
and poor met together, znd both alike are attracted by the
spell »i' its inf'luence. The reople who saw in His parables

nothing but a story, would turn away from it as trifling

(o))

and unimportant. But thos2 who had the insight t»> perceive
that the narrative was rehearsed for a high moral and
spiritual purpose, would be stirred up to inquire into that,

its hidden mean-

=

and woulc be rewarded by the discovery o
ing. To this Taylor continues:

The form of His expressions, whether He uttered par-
ables, proverbs, maxims, or arparent paradoxes, was
intended to spur men's minds to proafounder thought,

to awaken the aivine conscinsusness within, and so to
teach them to understand that which at first served
snly as a mental stimulus. . . .ilis doctrine was not to
be propazated as a lifeless stock nf tradition, but to
be received, as a living Spirit, by willing minds, and
brought out into full consciousness, according to its
import, by free spiritual activity.L

To be sure, tne use of the paravle was an ancient
method of teaching, but tnrough the artistry of Jesus the
stories became jewels. The world will never lose one of
them. In every parable we see a picture of God and His ways
with men. weatherhead'!s comment is pertinent here:

The familiar lights up the profound. The profound is

remembered through the familiar. Further, in the eyes
of Jesus, every earthly story has a heavenly meaning.

I‘:Iﬁn cit.
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The story of our lives, humdrum and obscure as they
may seem to be, lights up with divine 51wnlzicance.5

No wonder the common people heard Him gladly. Vhat a chal-
lenge the phrase is to the modern preacher. The preaching
of Jesus was so profound that men have been aiscussing it
ever since. Creat minds, some of the greatest, have gziven a
lifetime of study to His words and found at the end that
they could have wished for another lifetime to continue the
quest. Yet, nineteen hundred years zgo, simple village
people with no education were thrilled by His words. They
changed their way of looking at life and believed the zood
news. ZJreachers should follow where He has led, study to
be simple, and light up their message with homely stories
taken from the lives which their hearers lead.

There are two> statements in the Gospel according to
S5t. ~ark which while they are serparated by eight chapters
surely are closely related to each other. The first is:
"Ana without a parable spake He not unto them."® The
second is: M"And the common reople heard Him gladly."?
There is no getting away from the fact that the common
people like a parable--a story. uor is there any getting

away from the fact that many a "common person" who would

5leslie D. weatherhead, In Guest of a2 Kingdom (New
York: Abingdon-Cokesbury Fress, 19hhl 5 3

6cf. Mark L:33.
7ct. Mark 12:37.
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not be "able to hear" the finely spun argumentation of g
theological treatise is able to catch the drift »f an
everyday story which illustrates the very same point. That
is why the savior again and again reduced the profound ab-
straction o2& His message to a simple narrative. In a sense
He made them visual. For instance, to explain God's atti-
tude toward the lost and straying sinner, He delivered no
formal dissertatisn on what dogmaticians call soterinlngy,
but He told them three short stories in quick succession:
The stories o1 the lost sheep, the lost coin, and the lost
son. Indeed, anyone who rsads the Ifour Gospels is bnund to
remenber the master teacher as the master staryteller.8

However stimulating it may be personally, abstract
thinking cannot hold the interest of individuals whose
emotional and educational backgrounds differ sharply. The
preacher's primary task, therefore, is to establish a common
denominator for a truth which must be expressed significant-
ly to all ages and groups. This means that he has to find
forceful ways of translating Christian doctrine and practise
into the practical experiences for the widely diversified
congregation which sits before him week after week. To
address an zudience so as to be inaividually helpful and at

the same time corporately inspiring, Baker concludes:

8Cf. Herman . Gockel, "Telecaszin§ the Gospel Net
into the Deep," This Day (October, 1953),

v, 13.
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Centuries ago Jesus. . .did so by His use of the

parables. No man ever hac a more heterogeneous

following than He. Now has any man ever had more

avid listeners. . . .The worla could never forget

His message. For His pictures, simple 2nough to

appeal to the vivid imasinatiosn of children, challenz-

ed the wisdomgof age with their presentation of ele-

mental truth.

iittle investigation into the contents of sermonizing
today will reveal that preuchers s2Iten tell stories just
for the sake »>f telling stories. One will slso find that
many sermons are nothing more than a chain of stories linked
by transitional sentences. There is no value or virtue in
that type of preaching, ana above all, it is far from imitat-
ing our Lord's method. OSince He drew those pictures from
the experience of His hearers and used them, not as an end,
but as a means to an end, He laid hold of a valuable and
indispensable homiletical skill--the art of illustrating.
Certzainly, then, one of the most vital factors for effective
preaching is the preacher's proper use of illustrations.
He must discern, like Jesus, that illustrations are more
than entertaining stories. Telling stories, for their own
sake, will mean absolutely nothing in preaching, where
everything in the sermon should be used in terms of re:ch-
ing a goal.

Among the intelligentsia or in learned discussion

illustratvions may be regarded as "as crutch for limping

YGordon Pratt Baker, "Effectively Illustrating the
Sermon," The Expositor and Homiietic Review (April, 19.8),
T L)
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intellects," a simple rhetorical device by which minds in-
capable of sustained thought may be led to conclusions
which can otherwise be reached »nly as the result of elabo-
rate trains of reasoning. But this half-patronizing atti-
tude is entirely out of place in preaching--as out of place,
in fact, as the cold, profound, acedemic, aloof mind is out
of place in the pulpit. After all, says Handy:

The aim of the preacher is to seek and to save, to win

and to enlighten, and to him the pictorial method is

an art to be cultivated. His illustrations ought to

be both explicative and stimulative. As a teacher of

geometry uses' aiagrams, and the lecturer in architec-

ture aisplays his drawings, so the preacher uses his

parables or illustrations.1
In this respect, our Lord's parables fall into this classifi-
cation. His parables were, as we have seen vivid, interest-
ing and arrestive as stories. Many listeners were probably
charmed with the surface meaning and found pleasure in
listening to them, but the deeper meaning was there for
those who had eyes to see and ears to hear. Jesus was not
unmindful of those whose grasp was limited, but who were
anxinus to learn. He adapted His methods to their gradually
expanding intelligence.

bxcept in two instances, the parable of the Sower and
the wheat and the Taresll,-Jesus never had need to explain

His parables. A well-made illustration well told needs no

explanation. Kor will the thoughtful student of our Lord's

104andy, op. cit., p. 67.

11ce, matt. 13:3-23 ana 3:36.
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parables miss their homeliness; not one of them is far-
fetched. Nor will he miss the amazing economy in words
that Jesus excersized. Every word,--every little word--
carries its own freight of added and pithy meaning. Consi-
der, for example, in the paravle of the Prodigal Son the
force of the words "far," "great," "ran," "best," and in
the same parable, the subtlety and point of such contrasted
words as "kid" and "calf" and "thy son" and "thy brother",
In reference to this, Sangster observes:
The peerlessness of these parabolic examples will
prove sometihing of a deterrent to the normal student.
He will say--anc¢ say truly--"It is high, I cannot
attain to it." But then he will go on. . .and find
this: that for some homiletic purposes no illustra-
tion can surpass the parable, and--piecing together
this and that, using bits of experience and bits of
imagination--he will grow in power to make his own
parables and to portray truth in this divinely em-
ployed_panner, finding an entrance for it at lowly
doors.14
Jesus realized that nothing is more effective in
preaching than apt ana skillful illustration, Speeches and
argument today, as we have already had chance to notice,
are often delivered under a barrage of fact and statistics.
But, "the truth our lord expressed in parables is infinitely
desper, of more conseguence, and nearer to our need than the
citation of a million facts."l3 His parables were His

illustrations of the heavenly truths which He proclaimed; and

120 = ; X
W. E. Sangster, The Craft of Sermon Illustration
(Philadelphia: westminster Fress, 1950), pp. 34 f.

13Ibid., p. 31.
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they were more, much more, than mere anecdotes. His
paraboalic teaching was the application of a profound
principle. Every earthly thing has its heavenly counter-
part. There are two worlds--the natural anc the spiritual,
the seen and the unseen; and each is the counterpart of the
other, and without the other neither is complete. Smith
defines this principle in this way:
The eternal worlc is the real world, and the world of
sense is but the shadow which it casts. And hence
emerges a principle: If we would know the eternal
world, then we must consider its shacow and from the
shacow pass to the substance. That was our Lord's
method. It is the principle underlying His parabolic
teaching. He pointed to each familiar thing, and bade
His heariis recognize it as an imuge of the unseen and
eternal.
This is the rationale, as Smith coins it, of homiletic
illustrations. An evangelical truth is never a remote mys-
tery; it is always the heavenly counterpart of an earthly
experience; and an illustration is an exhibition of the
connection between the earthly and the heavenly.l5 Thus,
the art of illustration has at once a homiletic and apolo-
getic use. Our lord's parabolic teaching is the supreme
example of the former. The Gospels bristle with incidents
of our lord's mastery in this area of preaching. No one

need look for any other Exemplar in this branch of the art

of illustration. The perfect is in full view,.

lhpavic Smith, The Art of Preaching (New York: George
H. Doran, n.d.), pp. el 152016 1

15¢cf. Ibid., pp. 154 ff.




34

It has been sufficiently established that Jesus was
an illustrator of truth, unsurpassed by anyosne. He did
not use pen or brush, but iis words left fadeless pictures
that charm and stir the heart. Wwe have also established
the fact that for Christ the parable was His favorite medium
nf teaching, and from His method we can deduce numerous
pointers for the necessity and utilizatisn of illustrations
in our preaching. Before we can achieve this we must under-
stand the origin of the Lord's illustrations, and we must
know accordingly where and what to look for as material for
our illustrations.

Jesus was well acquainted with the life and times of
His age. He knew how the common penple lived and He sensed
the interests of the upper class. In short, He knew what
illustrations and paradles to use to capture the interest
of His hearers. He was a carpenter, He travelled a zreat
deal, and He mingled with people of all sorts. And so,
from His wide experience and keen intellect He was able to
support lis message by setting it in a practical and exis-
tential situation in His hearer's life. There is no doubt
that Jesus was ckcervant and a keen watcher of the stirring

life around Hin.

Customs, habits, laws, current events, and accidents
came under His notice and were made to contribute to
His message. . . .His mind was alert, His supreme
interest in human arffairs compelling His constant
attention to the details of life governed by sordid
aims, base ambitions, hopeless drugery, and holy
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aspirations.16
nvery good, would-be preacher can find a remarkable ex-
ample in the S5avior's efforts by being constantly observant,
and by making full use of all illustrations and examples
that can relate all events and situations and concditions to
the Gospel message.

The illustrative material that Jesus used reveals His
close associ:tion to human life snc lHis keen intellect
which selected materials that would appeal to His hearers.
Many of His parables deal with farming and fishing, with
merchants and landowners, with nature and social events,
There is scarcely a department of contemporary life not
mentioned in His preaching. He was alert to, and aware of,
everything going on about Hdim. His references cover a wide
range--home and domestic life; pastoral and agricultural
pursuits; trade, business, commerce; civil and national
affairs; religious and national customs. Oliver, in his
fine book, Psvchology of Persuasive Sceech, observes:

« « oall tarough His ministry wherever He preached to

tne people, He supported idis teaching from two major
sources: 1) from the commsn, everyday experiences of
fHis hearers which formed the substance of His parables;

2) from the sayings of the olc Hebrew prophets, which

He quoted and interpreted freely. Both of these forms

of support gave to iHis new message an atmosphere of
familiarity which made easier its explicit acceptance.

If "new wine" is not to be served in "old bottles",
it should at least be proffered with old labels. Only

1éBond, op. cit., p. 146.
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by such methods is the iistillation of a new rro-
posal likely to succeed.+?

It is significant to note also that in nearly all His
references in the parables human need is either the subject
or the object of His concern. Nature's fact and laws were
analogous to spiritual faucts and laws. The cold, impersoﬁal
attitude of the scientist in observing natural phenomena was
foreign to Him,

The blunt fact is that Jesus was neither a scientist

nor a philosopher--He was a preacner. His knowledge

was limited to that of the Palestinian Jew of the first

century. His interest was a preacher's interest. . . »

This, pre-eminently, is the preacher's outlook,18

The source material which Jesus used in His parabolic
teaching is the same, fortunately, for the modern preacher
who wishes to achieve the skills and teciiniques mastered by
the Lord. For Jesus, nature was a favorite source of His
for illustrations. That same world of nature surrounds us,
and it still offers numerous illustratinns to support the
preacher's message today. Although Jesus drew countless
illustrations from the world of nature, yet it is most in-
teresting to note that the word "nature" is not found in our
Lord's vocabulary. To Him the world was alive with God and
wherever the Father was at work, there was naothing that was

not supernatural in the sense that we may know how it happen-

1l7iobert T. Oliver, Psychology of Fersuasive Speech
(New York: Longmans, Green Co., 1942}, pp. 307. f.

18Hanuy, op. cit., pp. 71 f.
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: L 19
ed, but how it haprened no one can tell us. And so,:

From these illustrations of the nmethods of Jesus in

teaching we gain some impression of the real simpli-

city, concreteness, and pointedness of His instruction.

Though, unconventional aznd levelled to the needs and

understanding of plain men, it dealt with the loftiest

spiritual truth. It remains to all time the peerless
model of religious teaching. Iin wonder that the common
people listened eagerly to His words; no woinder that
the multitudes, who had been accustomed to the subtle-
ties ana sophistsaes of the scribes, were astonished

at His teaching.

Our iodel is written throughout the pzges of the Synop-
tics. This preacher's Preacher has laiad down homiletical
principles that will endure for all time. It is our task
now to achieve the skills and techniques revealed in His use
of the parable. If having done his utmost, the preacher
still fails, it may comfort him to remember that the divine
Son »f God did not always succeed in lodging the truth in

veople's minds.

19¢f, J. ilexander Findla s Jesus and His Parables
(London: Epworth Press, 1950), pp. 121 ff.

20George Barker Stevens, The Teaching of Jesus
(New York: The Macmillan Co., 1913), p. 46.
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