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Durin~ tbc v. e.r yee~a tho~o was a ~oginning etfort in the 

iJuitod clt .:.,·l;co at i>rin~irl>.( Lutherens tr..~ether. Tide io oeen in 

the form .. ti on of tb~ :,ior,·1~6iun lautbar .. n Chuirc:h of ;'\aeric=a in 1917 

( ttc>w t!i e ~vaa~elical. Lutheran Ciu.u.·ch) 1 tho D'n:Ltat1 Lutheran Church 

in A::1or:i.co in 1910 , and tho m,,tionol Lutho.t"fu""l Council. in 1916. 

~1f' tm: t ho m.u· t l ey· 'bc0m'~ to t ll i11tt of' Lutb.eraiw in l.merica es be­

l.r.>n•,·i. r• • t o u ' ' r,,ivi•·•:" c'·uz-cil. ,2 
- • .;,, ~ . o w._, U 

Lui:;h .1•on cb.urch:.ien from the continont, " candi!.iaVia, ltDd 

Jo· n , h •,or ehca: froru ·tltQ Uni.tad States oi' ,\morico. end Arc.:ltbiahop 

;; , t it n s, d~rb:1.c~, Pr :i.~1utc oi' 8,:e le:u • .3 

'l'op:ics cl •: GCuosecl at • i~P.!U\~h included a the ecumem.cal. c:hur­

acta-. .. of the Lutheran Church; the Confession~ as tho indiaponoable 

fol!. ua t i ora of th0 Lut!1eran Church; the importance of unity; the 

challon·G u~ nd.3~iona and the care or RC ttcrod and ioolct_d con­

stituencie3 in EU1"ope1 South l ll!:l~rica and oloe,here.4 

A rooolution a.t ·;1senacl1 gavo thesa directives tor action to 

tho fir s t ,.1x:ecutivo Co1:imi.tteo1 " The Cocmittoo ••• shall give ita 

first attention to tb.ro~ tesk3: (1) works of mercy; (2) foreign 

mi.ssionsi C.:5) the caro o'Z misrnt:in6 Luthorano.=1 Another ro.solution 

2 !!!!!•• P• l.2. 

.:,Ib:lda 1 - P• 1,. 
4 !!!!!·. P• 14. 
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set forth the confeosional b3sis of the Lutheran ~orld Convention 

saoing, "especially- in the unal.tere.d Aur:;:sburg Canf'eaa:1.on and 

Luth~r • s Small Oatochis1u~ a pure c>x:po.si tion of the fiord of God. n5 

Two comments by m.en who ~ere thero indicate the spiri. t of 

tha t firs·t a a thering. 3pderblo1i sai.d: 

a nd: 

i-:e have not come toe;etller to org r ... nize our.sel.ves, but to 
edify one another 1.md · to strengthen o.no another in. our 
common ! aith. ~ithin Christi.ani.ty &s a whola, it ia our 
speqi3J. nti.~sion

6
aa Lutherans to cul.tivnte the strength of 

the inner li.fo. 

In s1Wlll:L~ up his impro:sniona ot the Lutheran ~'.'orld Con­
vention, Dr • . i!..bel !~ose '!:e.a,tz--the on1y Qne ot ·the eighteen 
P.merican delega tes still living and who is toda;y- (1952) the 
active Vice-President ot the Luther~n World Federation--de­
clared that, 11the Convention by the sraco of Goc:i hau a­
chieved success beyond the moot sanguine hopes of those 1.n 
1..·h o :.,ie hearta the idea • •. • wa.s born11 • He therefore be­
lieved that, "a glorious fU.ture 11ee before our Lutheran 
Church • • • many of us go away f'rom tlliS. first Lutheran 
Worl~ Convention with high hopes that what has here b••n 
done is really the be~izmin~ of a now period in tho history 
of the Evangelical Lutheran Ohurch. 117 

'l'he direction that the mutua1 edif'ic~·~ion took can be seen 

in the work: of the Lutherttn World ConveJ).tion us :I. t served the 

needy throush orgazd.zed relief. ~ream.on of the progress and 

intention for future work was given in the next meeting held at. 

Copenhagen :l.n 1929 •. One of the resolut:l.oDS made t~er.e sqs a 

In a1l its work ot serving love the Lutheran ~orld Conven­
tion and its committees shal11 so tar as the means are 
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av.iil1;•.ble, naeist the needy and deserving churches of 
the f aith, without resnect to raco, lang1.1ago, or poli-
ticai alignment.ij • 

Of this and similar resolution$ it ha3 been said1 

In these resolutions lies thG basis tor tho vast program 
ot relief ana rehabili 1a !;ion undertaken since World ·aar II 
by the Lutheran ~orld Foderation, the eventual successor 
of' the Luthera n \"Jorld Conveution. 9 

mhe next 1neeti ng at Paris in 19.:,6 waa ililportv.nt because it 

est;..blinh.cd tlle oi'f'ice of. Executive Socret:iry--Dr. Hanns Lil.je 

bec;;.& e its !irs t incuri1beI1.t--e.nd because it rcco~ ended the t the 

Luthe r a n Churches of tho ~orld 

s hould proceed with uni.tod f'ront in tlloir rel.ationa ,ith 
ecumanical Christian movements, general co-oper3tive or­
G~ni3ations, or Christi&n churches claiming- un:Lveraa.lit7. 
""'bey chould agree a mong themse1ves as to their united 
i)articipo.tion or non-participat:i.on.10 

ilec~uoe Wor1d Wur II fell upon the wor1d nt this time tho 

1940 :neeting, intended for Phi.ledel.phio, wae never hold. Despite 

the chaotic conditions of the wor1d, work of tho Lutheran ~orld 

Convent~on bore fruit during those yeers. It reaul.ted in efforts 

toua!"d tho formation of a ne~ organization by an augmented Exeaa­

t1ve Com.l!d.ttee ot the resurrected Lutheran ~or1d Convention at 

8Proceedings .2!,!l!!, Lutheran Worl.d Federation Assembly, 
Lund, s~eden (Philadel.phia: The Um.ted Lutheran Publication 
house, 1948), P• 127. 

9Gilbert A. Thielo, "The 'Evan«Jclic.:u. Lutheran Synodica1 
Conferenco of North .America and :its rela tions to the Eoumeni.cal 
Movement :l.n the tutboran World '1'ederation and the World Counc:I.J. 
of Churches, 11 (unpublished dissertation in the possession of the 
author, st. Louia, Missouri), P• 148. 

10aacbmonn, .!!J!.• ~•• P• 15. 
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13 
11 Uppoala, Sweden, in 1946. From past ezperionce Lutherans had 

learned that a more permanent type of organi.~ation r.as needed. 

To that ond the Lutheran ~1orld F'edere.t::.on was tormctd at Lund, 

Sweden, in 1947. From the constitution adopted t:e see its pur­

p osas expressed in active vorba, 11to beer united t1itness, to cu1-

tiv~to unity, to promote tellorship, to foster participation, to 

support, to davel.01,e a united app roach • • • • 1112 The nature and 

purpose of the new body was defined as 

a tree association ot Lutheran churches. It shall have no 
:power to legisl&to for tho cllurchea bolonging to it, or to 
interfere with their complete autonomy, but shall act as 
their agent in such matters as they assign to it.13 

1'he doctri!lal basis upon which member churches toolt their stand 

;cs ackno~ledged as: 

The lloly Scri~tures of the Old and Hev Testament as the 
only source and the infal.lib1e norm ot all church doctrine 
and practice, and ••• the Confessions ot the Luth~ran 
Church, eapeci&ll.y the unaltered Augsburg Confession rmd 
!.uther•a Catachiam, as a 1>ure exposition ot the ':lord of 
God.14 

In addition to organizing as a federation with a constitu-

tion• theae major items were siven attention: 

(1) 11 theology section cliacusoing w~e and means 0£ "con­
fessi~ the truth in a contused world"; (2) an eTangelim:a, 
stewardship, mi.ss1ons, reconstruction and :lnter-church aid 
section discusoing ~he Lutheran Church "performing her 

11Ib:l.d., P• 10. -
12Ib:Ld., P• 16. 

l3Ibid., P• 10. 

14Ib:Ld., P• 11. -
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m.as:l.on 1.n a deYaatated world" and (3) a group cli.aaua:l.q 
practical problems under the theme "facing the pro~le■e 
of a troubled wor-ld. 111.5 

A final nord from the Aeaemb17 at Lund ea.ya, 

The federation ot the Lutheran Churches of the world haa 
now become a realit7. Baaed on solid Scriptural. foWlda­
tions, it has boen formed in Chriotian faith and loYe. 
This ~rings to fulfilment at l.ast ~ sreut dream. that tor 
centuries has lived in the be11.rts ot Luthe~iin people •• 16 

• • 
The organizational structure under ~bich the Lutheran World 

Fedorat:Lon operates is such that "The Assembly, whi.oh meats eYel'7 

five years, :I.a the highest organiza·&:ional autllority. 1117 It elect■ 

a pr.es:l.dent and members of an executive colllld.ttee and appo:l.nta 

spec:Le.l comm:l.asions, national. committees·, and admi.Distrat'iYe 

18 departments at the Federation headquart.era. Bishop HaDDa Lilja 

waa elected president. at Hamaover foJ' tho present five-year period 

and Carl E. Lund-Qust continues to ser~e as executive ••oretary. 

We wish to stress at th:l.s point the :l.aportan.t place g:lven \o 

theology in tho Lutheran World Federation. Shortly after lte or­

ganization at Lund a department of TheolQQ was create~. It•-­

authorized ottioially by the becutive Cqami.ttae in Jlll.7 of ~9'1, 

an.d plqed a Tital role in the 1952 conYentioa at BaDDoYer. fte 

following commente b7 Theoclore BaobMDD in hi.a !S:!, s! Paith, a 

monograP.h wri~te11 to ahow the 'background of the aeooad .Aaeeu:q· 

15I'b:14. 9 P• 10. 

16I'bicl. 1 P• 11. 

l?Ib:t.d., - P• 1,. 
18Ibi4., P• 23. 
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oi' the Luthei•.cm World Fedei•ation, voice a genuine concern to keep 

theoJ.o~y in the ~enter of' all Lutherun ~·,orld Fodara•tion wprk: 

Theology is the starting point ot co-operation among Lutherans. 
~heir doin.3 or things together presupposes a theological con­
aenou~ which, in turn, reflects long adherence to a specifi~ 
cally evangelical heritage--born of the lleforlliatio:c. and con­
veyed p~imariiy through the unaltered Augaburs Confesoion and 
Luthe~'s Catechism. Lutherans thus have a common treasure 
which llelp a to al1apo their thcolor:;ica.l thQUclht and give them 
an overall. liltemindedness v~h:i.ch is perhaps unique in Pro­
tes t &ntiam.19 

W:i.th the osta bliahment of an organization as large as the 

Lutheran \\forld Federo.tinn, it \'las realized from the start tbat 

publicity ,·:ould be an important item to keep members informed and 

give or,po1•tunity for mutual sharing of probloms ~'l.nd interests. 

Various publici'At i on.s, mal'.cy' of which are no longer in use, ho.Ve 

s erved tll:-:i t purpose since 19!~•1 includin:; a "l.Yews Bull etin" :l.n both 

Go1·mnn and En~lish 0 n monthly "Information Service of the Lutheran 

~:orld !!'ederution, 11 a. quarterly 11The Lutheran World Rev:iew" and :I.ta 

Gcr.m:in counte1·part '1Luther.iache ~'.;olt Rundsche.u, 11 a bi-monthly house 

organ for Europeans co.ll.ed the "Lutherischo Rundschau, 11 be3ides 

using the coverage of "Lutheran ~uorterly, 91 11'l'he Lutheran," and 

frequent releaoes from tho National Lutheran Council. Ne\'ls Bureau 

in tho Ull:l.ted States. The current (1956) publ.ication of the Luth­

eran World Federation :lo a quarterly ~ntitl.ocl 11Lutheran World" in 

English and "Luther:l.sche Rundeohauu 111 German. 

Oft:l.cial. Lutheran Uorld Federation headquarters have been 

established on the CallP,US ot the Worl.d Council of Churches 111 

19 Ibid. , . p • 27 • -
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Genov~, Sv;itzcrlond, at 17 routa tlo t'ial.agnou. '!'hi.s ~eographica1 

loc ti.on has legal implicatir,ns bocnuae, 

As a legal entity, tho Vedora tion is therofore a Swiss 
organizQtion, and the hope is that in yas rs to come it may 
h ve a.11 the adv::mta~ea of :r,oli ti.ca l neutrAli. ty ·;hen daal­
ina r:i.th the needs -ttnd i.nterea ts of' a ·,:orld"Cide c01:1munion.20 

Before revie.iins tha activities of the Second Assi:tmoly of the 

Lutb3ran World Federation at Hannovo~, GermnJlY, it is tittin.,~ to 

ca1l attonticn to tha work ot 5xecutivc Secretory Dr. Sylvester 

Clar~nce Micbel.fel.der to v,hom auch crecli t for the organization of 

the lfannover Convention is to be ~iven. At the cl.us e of the war 

i11 1911.5, he w.E:a rol.eased from his Tole,10, Ohio, congregation to 

s ive his services in ai<ling tho ditStressed. .!:li.s untiring efforts 

on bohal.f of the Lathe1•.3n .•:orl.d Federation, seen a.t Lund and re­

~oubored ut H~nnover, c ame to an unexpected end Septemoer ,o, 1951, 

~;hon cle th took him. His words on the nature of the Lutheran r."orl.d 

Feaor~tion ~:e noteworthy: 

The Luthera n World Uederation is not an aggrega tion of 
soloct individuals. It is &ll or us. And wha t we do or 
do not do together deteraines the charactor ot our fforl.d-
,ide fe.llO\iGbi.p . n2l 

liannover Itself 

The Second Assoabl.r of the Lutheran "'lorld Federation. \7as .in 

session from Jul.y 25 to August~, l.952, at Bllllnovor, GermQDY. Hann­

over ia the capital of the German state of Lov;er-.Saxo~, and the 
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chi.et city o:f the former Donover:lan ldngdom. 

Kno,,n for its ahurchl:Lness and :its interna.ti.onal. rather 
than purely national interest, as wall as for its tracli­
tionally sound evangelical Chr:Lstinnit7, Hanover ns a city, 
and ita surrounding state of Lower-Saxo~, present an at­
tractive setting for the saoond aosembl.y of the Lutheran. 
rJorld Feder1:1tion.22 

Nina-tenths of all Lutherans in tho world were represented there 

<luring those da,ys. 23 

~uch work ~ent into tho proparQtions for the Assembl.y, at 

·;bich del.egates from fifty-two churches in twent7-five countries 

24 rerJreaent:l.11g 50,000,000 Lutherans, cnme together. More than 

l.40 special. trains and uncounted buses were pressed into service 

to bring te11a of thousands to this "most representat:Lve inter­

nation .. , l convention of Lutherans ever hel.d. 1125 

The major items of business were conducted in the seven 

plenary meetings of the Assembly hold 

undor the greut domed ceiling of the Kuppelsal.1 where the 
curse of Babel was alleviated b7 a wireless headphone ar­
rangement which gave delegates and visitors the choice at 
hearing in h:Ls own langue.ge or in one of two simultaneous 
translations.26 

22Ib:1d., P• 8. 
2'Ib:Ld., P• 7• 
24national Lutheran Couno:Ll. Ne\"ls Bureau, "The Lt.ving Viorel 

:Ln a Reaponsibl.e Church, lla1U1over1 1952, 11 ,D!t National Lutheran, 
XXI (September-October, 1952), 13. 

2SPau1 M. Bretscher, ".As■e111bl.y of the Lutheran \'1or1d i'oder­
ation at Hannover, Jul.y 25 to August 31 I■press:l.one and ObserTa­
tions of an 'Of:fic:Lal Visitor'," (UJ1publ.iahed report in the poa­
aesa:Lon of the author, st. Louis, JU.■aouri), P• l.. 

?6itazotin H. :Franzmann, "Missouri and the Lutheran Worl.d 
Federation," .!!!!, Lutheran Vlitneaa, April 14, l.953, P• l.24. 
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Six sectional. study groups heard and discussed many leoturea and 

osse;ys crystalliziug tbeir fincli.!lgc ia roports t;o tho Assor,1bly. 

E-Ieat:i.ng sicul taneousJ.y ui tb the regular convention were the 

convontions of bo~h the Lutlu . .run youth . and the Luthoran '."J'Omon. 

l varie ty of apec~a1 events va.e offered to occupy the atten­

t:1.o:a of all. :i.nclu<li:ti;J sucll attractions ae the norld. prem:Ler of the 

~:Ll i n~~be Obe<lient Pebol., u ·th,: f!agner Coll.ege Choir, the Bach Choir 

The offices o! Matins ·;nd Ves~crs were prayed daily at the Wiedor­

.2,~.2,}~cmllalle. Other serv:i.cos were conducted :ln the various churches 

.:.ccordi n3 to the rites of represe:;'ltat:L·,re Luther~.n communions. llol.y 

.. ocimunion ·1 o.~ col :>bra ted u:ador the a11sp~.ces of' the :!.oce.l ccng1•egc:.­

t:! ;ne;. •1~.si.tora an<.\ delee;nteo were invited to theae C<Jlsbrat:l.on.s. 

~'\-reuty-:tour "oi"f:".c:!.al v:ts:Ltors11 representing The Lutheran 

,.!urcll--Hi.t:aou:-.,:t Sy11od were in atte:11da.no3 mt tho convention. 27 

Poc:Ltive wit n er,a and oxpre~aion 0£ faith was eiven not only by 

th~ir presence but also ~y their several. contr:i.bution3 to cl:l.scus­

sio:w both tcr~~i and inform.el. Dr. J. ~. Behm:on, prosident ot 

Tho Luthara.-~ Church--Missouri &jnod, read a prepared statement to 

Section I (Theo1o~g) on July 29.~~ The tue~t~-four man delegation 

met regul~~ly throughout the da3"s of the conv~nt:l.on to cliscusa uhat 

tho;;r were hoar:l.rg and seei1&t:• AD ezcerpt :lroll! the wr:i.tten impre-

27The Proc4edin~a oi the Second Assembly ot the Lutheran Uor14 
Federatioii, e,U-;o:l by Carl.E. Luii'cl~u:i.st CGunzeii'bausen, Bavar:l.a: 
h·~chdruck&.1.•ei :a:l.e'1o1, 1952) • P• 192. 

28sretscher, .2E,• .9:.t•• P• ,. 



sions of O!',e of' tb,o. of'•£icial obcervers ;;;.t the cl.ose of •!;he con­

vention !o11owa: 

when we sh:.1J.l _,ha ve read the oft.icial reports, when ~"e ahal.l 
'be able ·to viefl the convention from a va nto.ge point whore 
ther3 Vl:i.ll bo no mor-s ahine; and chins 'but only the sincere 
desire ·to, spank in the :!'ear of God who is the Judge of al.1 1 

even then the writer of these impressions wil1 be compelled 
to rsgi1;:rter the following obsor·,ations: (l.) The liµnover 
convention was marked by a ge~uine effort to g1orit~ the 
na:ne or God and the Savior Jesus Christ above ·every other 
name thnt is named; (2) The convention attecpted to do its 
t a s t~ in the fear or the Lord of the Church; (:,) The conven­
tion sounded forth over and over again the privilege and 
responsibility of the Lutheran Church to oring the saving 
Gospel oi Jesus Christ to all men; (4) The convention, in 
its report oi Section I (Theology), confessed c1early and 
boldly, in the face of current erroro, the great and im­
~erishable truths of Scriptura and of the Lutheran Confes­
eion.s regardi ng the p9roon o:t Jesu.o Chri st, tha reconcil­
iation which He effected by llis sacrifice on Calvary, ilia 
bodily resurrection, His return to glory, the nature or the 
Christian Church, the Sacraments of Holy Baptism and Roly 
Communi.on; (5) The convention sought to .include in its 
purview all baaic activities of the Church which faith in 
the· Li.v:i.ng Lord Wld in His Gospel. produces.29 

Sign:ificance of Hannover 

The importance of the 1952 Lutheran World Federation Con­

vention cannot be accurately s~ated et this earl.y da te. ffever­

theleas, we would like to offer this one thought aa being sig­

nificant, !.•.!.•, the high degree o~ interest and concern ove·r 

theology. This \7as shown by the .:l.ntarest of 11ieirabers present in 

the work of Section I which dealt· with thaolog;r-1 by their interea~ 

in the neu Department of Theology and its duties, and 'by the 

29 Ibid., P• 2. -
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expreaai.on of' need tor a "clnrif'ication -of the baaic theological 

issues"'° by sever·•l o:i:' t!'m committees r~port:l.ng on the:l.r work, 

,especially by the men acqaaintod with missions. 

It is interesting to note from tho introductory remarks to 

the proceecl:!.ngs tha t " the contra:!. messaae ot the Gospel--the 

forgiveness of' ains, for Christ's aa.1:e--formed tho basis of 

all d lib t . ,.31 ••• e era ~one. 

One could not expect definitive statements on theological 

isGues but it is encom~~ ping to see th.:lt Section I faced :I.ts 

reaponaibilit:l.oa, adiuitting "that on a :number of subjects there 

is ac10ns- ua z.either perfect unanimity nor sufficient clari~y,n32 

a nd r e co11war&ded th3t the.e;o i toms "be studied wi thi.n !,t..a churches 

of the Lutheran ··:orld .Federation."'' Its prayer is stQted aa 

follows: 

Our oneness iu God'o gift to us. M~ our Lord, this is 
our prayer, grant us in the yeora to CoJile a deepened ap­
:91• - ~·tati.on of our f'e11owship 1 and al.so the stronath to 
pructice our oneneaa w:l.thin the Lutheran churches eTery­
whore, in obedience to tho Scr:l.pturcs and our Confessions. 
And may the neu Dep··rtmc,nt of Theo1ogy and the modest o~p­
tribut:l.on u-£ our Sect:l.on al.so serve this high purpose. 11Yt 

We nou take up a study of what wa~. said at Hannover con.cern-

i11g the Sacraments of Baptism and the Lord'a Supper. 

'°Lund-Quist, SE.• ~- I P• a. 
-'1Ibid., P• 1■ -
' 2Ib1d., P• ll.6. -



CHAP'l'J,~R III 

JI. STUDY ON THE SACR,u:IE!l'T OF BAPTISM 

A Mark of Separation 

The Sacrament of Holy Baptism is 2. marlt of sepcration. In 

his report on 117 .. utheran Ethics and Lutheran i-Iissionary Practice" 

Gustav StHhlin, Professor of New Testament Theology in the Uni­

versity of Erlangen, relates that mi.ssionaries in India hnve dif­

ficulty nith some of tho well educated Hindus.1 They refuse to be 

baptized into the Christian religion because they recognize Baptism 

as a mark of division. For them to be baptized means first that 

they become members of one of the many so-called Christian denom­

inations found in India today. Rather than belong to a small de­

nomina tion they prefer to thin!t 0£ themselves as members of a 

world wide f'el.lowahip of disciples who believe in Christ but are 

not yet baptized. Such truth at denominational division within 

Christianity is tragic and ~e can sympathi.ze with the Hindus' point 

ot vi•~• But they al.so see a second mark of' di.vision in Baptism. 

They recognize the taot that the tull implic~tiona of Baptima 

di vi.des them from their beloved Hinduism and demands .a tot-1 re­

nunciation ot a11 pagan elements. The tZ"Uth of this raclioal break 

with all other philosophies of life is the very point we wish to 

~ha Proceedings ,!!! ,!s!_ Second Aaaembl.y 2!, !!!!, Lutheran \7or1d 
Federation, edited by Carl. E. Lund-Qlli.st (Gunzenllausen, B·avaria1 
Buchdruokerei Riedel., 1952), P• 66. 
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mako here ri th rega.r.'1 to B,, :.,t :tsm ... a a mark of ae::aratio11.. 

The sepa rat:t ·m is one :Zro·,! a former way of l.:!.te dominatod 

bf sin and entrangu into a nc~ 1i£e in Christ. A~ders Nygren, 

B:lshop of Lund • antl. fo·.·.01•..:r presidant of the Luther1:.n 71oiold Feder­

ation, in hi.a lteyno·te arid resc 1 
11Tb::~ I ,iving Word i.n a ?.es pons:lbl.e 

;ve Are. 1~r. Jrai"ted into cm~: s t by our Bapt:ls!:1. By r-ur natural 
birt!: we are ma-~e DlEa:l i>crs CJt· the human race; as such we 
sha re the sinf ulness and doer J wl1ich are the :lziescar:alJl.e 
destinY, of aJ.l me.r.: :i.nd. But by our new birth we are receiY­
ed into the :jemborship ot th·~ :r1ew human race ,,hi.ch i.s desig­
nated a.3 the Body of Christ, and as such we :-:hare tis i.-1ght­
eou.s,1eaa and His lii'o. Wt; era, as the apos-&l.e ·e;q ,resses it, 
pl a £,tcd together with Clu·ist, we ·"coa1cace" l"'it'!l li:i.in, in the 
11·::e ... es!l ot Bis deatll . :rid in t!:e l.ikeness of Mi& re3urrect i011. 
(Rom. 6:5), •••• 2 

.Boir.t: planted w:l.th Christ separates th"' Christi.an from bis 

formor l.il"e of total. sub::i.ias::l.on to Satan and al.l. h:l.s , :i.cked ,rqs. 

It :ls thi.s aamo e .:ipa.ra\;ion from the old lite ot wh::l.ch th•J th.eolo,a 

The !riv i ng Word Gives rig~tecueneEs and 1ife to the sinner 
ur,:l el" CO JLc!,1mnation of cle:ith. Death no longer rul.es over 
hi.J1 etci•nel. lite begins, he -:l._s bori:. i'rom above • 

Th.ii'; r:.e i = birth t :.1tes _place in bc.ptism • • 
., 

• • 

What is mec1nt by the new Lirth :l.s apt1y e.r-ressed :ln :these word111 

S:l.nful. mtn, 7· born u~to etflrne.l life :I.~ Jesus Christ ~D 

·that •. 1ie r.-l.d1 ael.t-ao,rereign lite of sin clies with Ch-.:-:i.st 
01. the Cross , , :.ind a net; , 1ifo, a life ot f~t~f'ul. de,rotion 
to Chr:r,:;.t. . i~ ~r 'ai.m;d rith Christ fl!:or.1 the dead. Baptism :la 
the new 1,i.rth b•cuuse :l.t means c'.;:·ing and rising with Christ., 
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11,le t1ere buried t h~.::-ef ore rdth him throUJl-£ baptism into 
deatll tho.t like a.s Cbr1at was raised from the dead through 
the r;lory ot the Fathc~r, so we al.so :1ight walk in ne,mssa 
of life" ( l~om. 6:4).4 

Having established these prelimincry thoughts on Baptism as 

a mark 0£ oepara tion from an old life and entrance into life in 

Christ, we proceed to the SucrWDent itself. We shell be concerned 

with ite:1 origin, its adminiEtrs.tio·n a r .u benefits, faith and Baptism., 

iu.&":ant Bo.p til';:-· , f alling 01-.t ot baptismal grace, and the responsi­

bility of the Church in i3.:.ptis.m. 

?ha Ori ... ;in of Ba1 t:Lsm 

In the sense thut the Sacrament of Baptism is a means of 

r-;r a ce o c oulcl say its origin in potnt ot time io with Goi in 

etcr;.ity. Poter Bru .. "er, Profei:E:or of Sy-:.temutic Theology in the 

Univers ity of' Heidolberz , in his article "Our Church Service, 115 

me.1, ~ & ·.h ti poin:. t'ho.t before one can truly worship hu must have ez­

perienced a chanc;e in hii. lii'e. This chun~e 'beco11::s & real.1.ty for 

Men today in Bq ,ti.t ,·· but it was ple-•~1ned alrea dy by Gad long ago. 

Be eayn 

Long ~ ~~, l ~ng before you were born, Jesus had received you 
as a me..t>;:r ot Hin Bod.71 tuen your gu:l.l·I; upon Jiimse1t I ud 
rede ::1.: :.-t your l f .L' t• . But now, since you have been born, 
tha things \'II•~ ch we l·e rea1i ties in Ilim1 muat become actual. 
r ·• i1.iti.r.1 alao in your presezit boclil.y existence. This haa 
b · 311 \CComplia:.hed i ~1 your Baptism. 'four Bapti,am means that 
you, as a b "·:tng with physical existence, hove an a.ctual 
share in Jesus' death, and that you, a■ a being nith physica1 


