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CHEADPTER
INTRODUCRION
D jectives and Value of the Study

The atudy which here presents the theology of Baptism and
the Lord"s Supper exprossed at the iaznover Convention of the
Luthoran Yorld Federation is an outgrouth ¢f the writer's concern
to know what wee seid on theolozgical matters by membersz of the
Lutheran lorld Federation asseambled in thelr firat official cone
vontion s a federation c£ Lutherans.

it the oubset it was inbended that this resecarch toke up not
only Baptlon eand the Lord's Supper but alao such topics as Christe-
clogy, ecclesiology, eschatology, justificatiocn, sznctification,
lawv and Gospel, the docirianes of (God apd man, as well as & roview
¢f whut Lutherans menn by missions and worship,

1% wae felt that suck a study would be bomeficial not only
to the writer but cspecially to members of the Synodical Confer-
ence who are interezited in the thoological issues being discussed
by the Lutheran Vorld Federation at s time when the ecumenical
povemnent is being earnestly considerced by Lutherans the world
over and for whom the questionr of whether or mot to particinate
ie a2 genuine concern.

Bven though the material presented here does not include a

discussion on all the topics listed above it did fulfill the ex-

pectationa of the writer in this that it gave him an opportunity
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to study the Lutheran World Fedoration, its history, constitutiocn,
menbership, publications, and work ag reported in the Proceedings
of the 1252 coavention.

Since the writer is an agplirsnt %o the office of tho holy
ministry in the Lutheran Churche-iiigsouri Syncd and since &t the
presont time (1l953) there ic considerable discussion both pro aad
con as to ths position the MHlscouri Syrod is to take over agoinst
the Imtheran Uorld Fedorationy, it is certain that, regurdless of
the official decisions of his zynod, ke will come into ccntzact
with meny, policies and projects of the luthoran Vorli Federation
in the course of that ministry. In such coabtacts, & more-thane
survey knowledge of the beginnings of and theologiczl position

of the Luthoran Torld Federaticz will bz valuzblo.
Limitaticuns of the Study

The moterigzl presented herc is limited to a study of Baptism
and the Lord's Supper for these reasons:

Firsty it wes founé in a cursory survey of the material &t
hand that theese two sacraments were-often mentioned.

Second, it was felt thut a study of the sccraments wes a
good starting point to coanstruct a2 sgtudy of Lutheran Theology
since the lieans of Grace are viewed as most importaunt both in
[ioly Scripturc end in the Lutheran Symbols., Although a study of
the Word as a Means of UGrace is vital to Lutheran Theclogy it was
not included here because of tho many implicatiocns involved in

the exact meaning attached to each usage of the word "Word" since
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both the theme, "The Living Word in a Responsidble Church"l and
express intontion to use a Johamrine approach in the discuse
sions of tha Hord,a give connotatiorne which are subject to mise
interpretaticn.
Phird, the writer's personal interest in studying the doce
trines of Bapiism and the Lord's Supper caused him to single

them out,
YMaterial Consulted znd Tsed

Various materials were consulted in the preparation of this
thegis. ¥First, a survey vas mode of the history which preceeded
the formation of the Lutheran Weorld Federation. This included a
review of the Lutheran VWorld Convention, the Lund Coanventionrn in
1347, and reports made during the five year interim between Lund
and fannover. This was followed by z review of the ecumenical
moveneut and factors which ied Lutherans tc be concerned about
retaining their distinctive confessional charscter as Lutherans
in the coumenical movement.? FThen materiala immediately available
on the Hennover convention ltself were studied. These iacluded

lecturs guides, outlines, essays, and reports made to the various

15, Theodoro Bachmann, Epic of Falth: The Background of the
Second Asseubly of the Yutheran World Fed: Federation, 1952 (Tiew York:

The National Lutheran Council, -1952), De 27.

aﬂhe Proceedings of the Second Asgembly of the Lutheran lorld
Federation, edited by Carl B, Iund=-Gulst ZGunzenhuusen. Bavaria:

Buchdruckerei Riedel, 1952), p. %43.

38&‘:“&“. Ops. Giteyg Do 46.
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sections of the convention; ecpecially Section I which dealt with
Theologye. Finally, the officisl publicstiorn entitled The ¥Yrocead-
ings of the Socond Assembly of the Luthoran World Federation"' vas
studied with the view ftoward lifting out and synthesizing specific
compents made on Buptism and the Lord's Supper.

Although a2 goodly number of the essays read to the veriocus
ccctlonal study groups were available end were studied, they were
not considered in ths final development of this thesis. To do
ther justice, it was felt, one ought to have access to all the
reperts made at lHaanover together with ths comments they evoked
in the gectionald neetings. It is hoped that the good points
brouzht to the attention of Section I in its discussions which
do not appear in the actual report te the sssembly--for the print-
ed report iz morely a duplication of the pre-convention study doc-
nnent-=-will bave been taken up by the newly formed Departmeant of
Theclegy and «will be included in its report st the next convention
at idnnecpolis, Finnesota, Ue S« Aoy in 1957. The introductory
renarks of Seetior I which speak of this say:

Complete asreement with respect to all the theological pro-

blems was not achieved in tic ccurse of the seasions. Ve

could hardly be expected t¢ zrrive at a thoological consen-
sus in view of the limited time at our disgosal and the
riagnitude of the problems involved. It is noteworthy that
most of the criticisms were directed toward the introductory
lectures and btownré some of the contridbuiicns to the discus-

sions rother than toward the study document itself. This is
one of the reasons why Section I resolved unanimously to

#The Proccedings of the Second Assembly of the Lutheran
fTorld Federation, edited by Carl E. Lund=Quist {Gunzenhausen,

Baveris: Buchdruckerei Riedel, 1952;
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zuggest to the Az.erbly to reccive the document without
chunge and ©o send it to our ¢’ urchec Ior further study.

e« o o o a supplonet to this priated document we subnit

o the Assembly the critical reactiuns to the document
which we have rocoived during the past reor; slse, a de-
talled rernort on the verdiscus sezsions of Section I. This
rocher volusluwour nateoricl hias uul been durlicated cut will
be delivercd to tho Theological Depariment cztnblished by
The Latheron Vorld Federabion, for further study. oy ue
suggest thot thic Deportment, or any study commission vhich
may be eppointed, toke cognizance of this supplomentzry mae
tericl and properly ovaluate jt. Culy o syctematic study
of thig material will digcloce its reual significance, and
may also ravezl thosa problems that aeced furthor claboration
and study.s

Theraefore, even ticugh nmany sources were cousulised in the course
of study, the finzl developuient is based eatirely on those materi-
als publiched in the officiol proceadings of the convention whose
table of contelsts is reproduced in Appendix A

It uust be pointed oui, however, thot even thouglh these mate-
riazls ar: found in the cfificial proccecdings they do not necoscsr=-
ily reopresest "officisl statements of the fLssenbly.” They are
rmerely statewmonts by individuale or by committecs received by the
Aseunmbly for informution. This peint was clari?ied at Hannover
wiih regord to the report of Section Vi on Augusy L, 1952, where

the minutes say:

The cheircar asked for the guidance ef the Asscmbly on the
dic-os’tion whick should be made of the repurts of the
gaveral Sections. e suggested that inasinuch as such re-
ports are n:i officiml statements of the Assembly, they be
rierely received as 1n£o§metion. By common congent this
suggostion wor adopted.

5Ibide, ppe 11Ef.

62_“; ..g Pe 19.
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Organization of the Study

The study is organized in such a way that the chapter followe
ing this introduction gives o brief suunsry of the avents which
preceeded the orgonizntion of The ILutheran Yorld Federation to=

pether with comments on the Hannover convention itself. Refer-

mces U0 the Zzcraments have beem fZoken from the official sro-

W

secdings, evaluated in the light of their context aad organized
in such o way that tho result is intended to show the reader what
wns soid sbout them at liannover. Tho Sacrament of Baptiasm is
taken un in Chapter ILI and the Lord's Supper in Chapter IV. The
final chapter gives a bricf sumnary together wiith a few comments
expressing concern for continucd stuay on theologiczl matiers

aneng Lutherans.
Sriefl Suameary of Findings

Fiw Lutheran Vorld Foderatiom is the successor te the Luth-
cren World Convention. It came into being at Lund, Sweden, in
1247, when & constitution was adopted and an cxecutive committee
apoointed. The Second Assonbly met in Hanmnover, Germany, in the
sumner of 1952. Besiden lhecaring suamary reporis on the mony ac-
tivitien cerried out by the Federation between the coaventions,
Bannover recognized the formation of = new department, the Depart-
ment of Theology, which is to become one of the most important
units in tho Federation. It is to sct the tome and give a theo-
logical basis to the Federation's world-wide wori.

No finzl position was tzken by the Assembly on the doctrires

.
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of Baptisn and the Lord's Supper, treated at greater length in the
pages which follow. Neverthelessz, a study of the lectures and re-
ports made tc the Assembly shows whick pointz were regarded =s
inportant.

The importance of the Sacraments lies in their being divine
institutionse They are not mere ritez snd ceremonies of the Church
but come to men from Him Whe puffered, died, and rose again to re=
decn maunlind. Thelr efficacy depends on Hin and the redemptive
woris which He accomplishod. Those persons err who lock to the
zutherity of the pricotly crders or to & change inm the visible
oloments or whe are concerned merely with the symbolic signifi-
cancg thoy boure

The purpose of their being institvied by God was to accomplish
His saving work in men. In Sapticsm He comes and does somethring to
the wmregenerate hearte Mo turns it from spirituzl death to life

n Hime IHe brings men Lo foithy forgives their sinz, and keeps

|

them uatil the Doy of His Coming.

These who are ia the Faith, whose lives have been changed,
live now as children of God in a new life manifested in works of
love, in the imitation of Christ aad in living for Christ. Their
new life piszces them into & new relationship both with God and with
mane They are reconciled with God in Christ and in Christ are unite
od with 211 other members c¢f the ecclesiz. Together with them, tpoy
approach the throne of grace in an attitude of prayer, worshipping

and praising God for Eis gift of salvaticn.

it i5 to them, the children of God, Sacranent of the
MEMORIAL LIBRARY

PRI1
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Holy Supper has meaning. They recognize in the sacrament not
merely the symbolic preosence of their Lord but believe He is
truly present in, with, and uander the bread and wine. JHe gives
to them the forgivenors of sirs and strength to live a life for
Him.

Some mention was nade a% lonuover of altar fellowship.
Clese ccormmunion waz ndvecated but the question of opnen communion
for Lutherans at Lutheran altars was cousidered.

It was suggested that in the future the Wew Testament be the
suide for answering questions in which there iz disogrzoment ine

stecd of following wast exnerience as a norn.




CHAPTSR IX

Tal HISTORICAL SEPTING AND SIGHIFICANCE OF THD

1952 LUTHAZRAN NORLD FEDERATION CONVERTION
Prior to Hannover

To cstablish the historiczl settinzg for the Luthersa World
federation one could reach into early church history to show how
the early Christians viewed the need for a united front against
the world, witnessing together as folloviers of Christ. One might
alse look %n the Reformation pericd and take up tke symbols of
the Zmtherar Church, especially the Unaltered Auzsourg Confession
and Lucther's Small Catochism as showing the position Lutheran
Christiang hold over against ail seuts and religious bedies. Both
are p background against which preseant-day Lutheranisz is viewed.

However, more specific beginnings of the Lutheran World
Federation can be traced to a general body czlled the Lutheran
General Conforence formed in Germany in 1867. Its contacts ex=
panded and eventuzlly included alsc the Scandinavian countries.
After Yithe most fruitful meeting of thiz general body « «» « in
Uppsala, Sweden, in 1511 it was hoped that contacts with the

American Iutheran General Council could be furthered, but World

War I interfered.l

1E. Theodore Bachmann, Epic of Feith: The Bzckground of the
Second Assembly of the Lutheren orld Federation, 1952 (ilew Yorics
The Hational Lutheran Council, 15529, ps 1le
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During the wer yeurs there was a beginning effort in the
United Stotes at bringing lutherznes together. Thies is geen in
the formetion ol the Forwegiun Iumtheran Church of America in 1917
(now the Uvaungelical Lmtheran Church), the United Lutheron Church
in fwmerica in 10915, ond the National Imthersn Courcil in 19518,
Jhen Blo latter ovgasization begen helping the needy Europcans
after the war they began %o thipik of Lutherans ip Aszerica as be=
longing o o "giving church.“a

Lutheran churchuen from the continent, Scandinavia, and
imerica finally gabtherod togellier in the historic town of Bisenach,
Gompany, in 1923 te form the Lutheran Uorld Convention. Rey fig-
ures in its formation werce Dishop Ludwig Thuels of Saxony, Germany,
John fe Morehecad from the United Stotes of America and Archbishep
Tothon Sfderbien, felante of 5wedeu.3

Topics discussed at Pizensch included: the eccumenical char-
nesar of the Lutherzn Church; the Confeeszions as the indisnensable
foundation ef the Imtheran Churchs the importance of unity; the
challange of mizsions znd the care of scottered and isolztzsd cone
stituencies in Burope, Jouth imoricz and els uhere.k

A repolution at Hiseansch gave these directives for actiom to
the fir=t Txecutive Conmittea: "The Committoe o » « shall zgive its
firss ettention to throsz tasis:s (1) worlks of mercy; (2) foreign

niscions; (3) the care of migrating Lutherans.” iAnother resolution

21bid., pe 12.

31!’1&-’ Pe 13'

't;_b__id_-g Pe 1#.
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set forth the corfessional basis of the Lutheraa Yorld Convention
seeing, "especially in the unaltered Augsburg Confession and
Luther?s Small Catechism, a pure exposition of thes iord of Gnd."5
Two comments by men who were there indicate the spirit of
that first gathering. 3fgderblom said:

e have net come tegether to organize ourselves, but to
edlify onc another and to ztrengthen one another in our
common feaith., UWithin Christianity as z whole, it is our
special mdicsclon as Lutherans to cultivate the strength of
the inner lifc.®

In sumslinz up his impresszions of the Iutheren Yorld Con-
ventiocn, Pr. tbel Ross Ventz~-the only one of the eighteen
American delegates still living and who is today (1952) the
active Vice-President of the Lutheran Vorld Federation=-de=
c¢lared that, "the Convention by the grace of God has a=
chicved success beyond the most sanguine hopes of those ia
whose hearts the idea « « «» was born'. He therefore be=
lieved that, "a glorious future lies before our Lutheran
Church « « ¢ HMany of us go away from this first Tutheran
fiorld Conveation with high hopes that what has here been
done is really the beginning of a new period in the history
of the Evangeliczl Lutheran Church."7

The direction that the mutual edification took can be seen
in the worl: of the Lutheran World Convention as it served the
needy through organized relief. Sxpression of the progress and
intention for fubture work was given ip the next meeting held at
Copenhagen ir 1929. One of the resolutions made there says:

In all its work of serving love the Lutheran Torld Conven=-
tion and its committees shally, so far as the means are

|
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available, assist the needy and deserving churches of
the faith, without respect to race, lenguagc, or poli-
tical aligament.
Gf this snd similar resclutions it has been saild:
In these resolutions lics the basis for the vast progran
of relief and rehabilitulion undertsken since World ar II
by the Lutheran World Federation, the eventual successor
of the ifmtheran Vorld Conventicn.?
The noxt mecting at PFaris in 1936 waos iumportzat because it
estublished the office of Zxecutive Secretary--ir. Hanns Lilje
becane its first incunbent--and beczuse it recozmended that the

Lutheran Churchez of the vorld

should proceed with united front in their relations with

ecumanical Christian movements, general co-operative or-

gpenizaticns, or Christizn churches claimirg universality.

They chould agree among thomselves as to their united

participestion or non-participation. o

Becazuse World War IXI fell upon the world at this time the
1940 meeting, iantended for Fhiledelphia, was never held. Despite
the chaotic conditions of the world, work of the Lutheran World
Convention bore fruit during those yezrs. It resulted in efiorts

toward the formation ©of a new organization by an augmented Xxecu-

tive Committee of the resurrected Lutheran Vorld Coanvention at

8I-‘roceerlin s of The Lutheran forld Federuztion Assembly,
Lund, Sweden zPhiladelphia= The United Lutherzan Publicetion

Iiouse’ 191;05, P 127.

gﬁilbert A., Thiele, "The Svangeliczl ILutheran Synodical
Conference of North America and its relations to the Hcumenical
lMovement in the Lutheran World Federation and the Vlorld Council
of Churches,” (unpublished dissertcotion in the possession of the
author, St. Louis, Missouri), p. 148.

loﬁadhmnnn. op. Citey Po 15.
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Uppsala, Sweden, in 1946.11 From past exzperience Lutherans had
learned that a more permanent type of organization was needed.
To that end the Lutheran YWorld Federation was formed at Lund,
Sweden, in 1947. From the constitution adopted we see its pur-
poeas expressed in active verbm, ''to bear united witness, to cul-
tivate unity, te promote fellowship, to foster participation, to
support, to develope a united approach « .« . .“12 The nature anﬁ
surposz of the new body was defined as
a free association of Lutheran churches. It shall have no
power to legislate for the churches belonging to it, or to
interfere with their complete autonomy, but shall act aa
their agent in such matters as they assign to it.1l3
The doctrinal basis upon which member churches took their stand
wes acknowledged ass
The lloly Secriztures of the Cld end Hew Testument as the
only source and the infallible morm of all church doctrine
axnd prectice, and . . « the Confessions of the Lutheran
Church, especiszlly the unaltered Augsburg Confession and

Luthez'a Catechisnm, as a pure exposition of the Word of
GDd-l

In addition to organizing as a federation with a constitu-
tion, these major items were given attention:

(1) a2 theology section discussing ways and means of "con-

fessing the trutb in a confused world"; (2) am evangelisn,

stewardship, missions, reconstruction and inter-church aid
section discussing The Lutherar Church "performing her

1lrp38., pe 10.

121bido s Po 16.

137p5d., p. 10.

h1pid., pe 1l.
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mission in a devastated world"” amnd (3) a group discussing
practical problems under the theme "facing the problems
of a troubled world."”l5
A final word from the Assembly at Lund says,

The federation of the Lutheran Churches of the world has
now become a reality. Based on solid Scriptural founda=-
tions, it has boen formed in Christian faith and love.

This brings to fulfilment at last a great dream that for
centuries has lived in the hearts of Lutheran people ¢« « = o«

16
The organizational structure under which the Lutheram World
Federation operates is such that "The Assembly, which meets every
five years, is the highest organizational anthority.“17 It elects
a president and members of an executive committee and appoints
special commissions, national committees, and acministrative
departments at the Federation headquarters.la Bishop Hanns Lilje
vas elected president at Hannover for the present five=year perioad
and Carl E. Lund-Quist continues to serve as executive secretary.
%e wish to stress at this point the important place given to
theology in the Lutheran World Federation. Shortly after its or-
ganization at Lund a department of Theology was created. It was
authorized officially by the Executive Committee in July of 1951,
and played a vital role in the 1952 convention at Hamnover. The
following comments by Theodore Bachmann in his Epic of Faith, a

monograph writtem to show the background of the Second Assembly

1§Ibidc' Pe 10,

161144, p. 11.

17¢bid., p. 15.
18 p1d., po 23

e ) Pe
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of the Lutheran VWorld Federation, voice a genuine concern to keep
theology in the center of all Lutheran Vorld Federation work:

Theology 1s the starting point of co-operation among Lutherans.

Their doing of things together presupposes a theolecgical con-

sensus which, in turn, reflectsz long sdherence to a specifi-

cally evangelical heritage==born of the Reformation and con=-
veyed primavrily through the unaltercd Augsburg Confesasion aad

Luthexr's Catechism, Lutheraans thus have a ccmmon treasure

which helps to shape their theological thought ard give them

an overall likemindedness which is perhaps unique in Pro-
testantisw.

With the establishnent of an organization as large as the
Lutherazn World Federation, it was reclized from the gtart that
publicity would be an important item to keep members informed and
zive opnortunity for mutuwal sharing of probloms and interests.
Various publicztions, many of which are no longer in use, have
served that purpose since 1947 including a "News Bulletin” in both
Germezn ané English, a meonthly “Information Service of the Lutheran
%orld Federation," a quarterly "The Lutherzn Yorld Review" and its
Gernan counterpart “Lutherische Uelt Rundschaeun,” a bi-monthly house
organ for EBuropeans called the "[Lutherische Kundechau,!" besides
using the coverage of “Lutheran Quarterly,” “The Lutheran,” and
frequent releases from the Hational ILutheran Council News Bureau
in the United States. The current (1956) publication of the Luth-
eran Vorld Federation is a guarterly eptitled "ILutherarn World” in
English and "Lutherische Rundschau" in German.

Official Lutheran Vorld Federation headquarters have been

estzblished on the campus of the VWorld Council of Churches in

19¢hid., p. 27.
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Geneva, Switzerland, at 17 route de Malagnou. This geographical
locntion kas legal implicaiions because,

As a legal entity, the Federztion is therefore a Swies
organization, and the hope is thot im ysars to come it may
have all the advantages of political neutrality when deal=-
ing with the needs and interestc of a worldwide communion.20

Bafore reviewing the activities of the Second Assembly of the
Lutharan World Federztion at Hannover, Germany, it is fitting to
call. attenticn to the work of Dxecutive Secretary Dr. Sylvester
Clarance ilichelfelder to whom much credit for the organization of
the Hannover Counvention is to be given, At the cluse of the war
in 1945, he was released from his Toledo, Ohic, congregation to
give his services in aiding the distressed. 4His untiring efforts
on behalf of the Lutheran Yorld Federstion, seen at Lund azad re=-
uenbered at Hannover, came to an unexpected end September 30, 1551,
when decth took him., FHis words on the nature of the Lutheran Torld
Pederation are notoworthy:

The Lutheran World Federation is nct an aggrog=tion of

solect individuals. It is zll of us. And what we do or

do not do tozether deterwvines the character of our world-
wide Tellowship.™2l

Eannover Itself

The Second iAssembly of the Lutheran World Federation was in

session from July 25 to August 3, 1952, at Rannover, Germany. Hann-

over is the capital of the German state of lower-Saxony, and the

201b1d-. De 22+
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chief city of the former Hanoverian kingdom.

Known for its churchliness and its internmational rather
than purely nationzl interest, as well as for its tradi-
tionally sound evangelical Christianity, Hanover ac a city,
and its surrounding state of lLower-Saxony, present an ate-
tractive setting for the second assembly of the Lutheran
Yorld Federation.22

Nine-tenths of all Lutherzns in the world were represented there
during those days.23
Much wvork went intoc the preparations for the Assembly, at
which delegates from fifty=two churches in tweanty-five countries
representing 50,000,000 Lutherans, czme together.aﬁ More than
140 special trains and uancounted buses were pressed into service
toc bring tens of thousands‘to this "most representative inter-
national conveantion of Lutherans ever held."25
The major itens of business were conducted in the sevea
plenary mcetinzs of the ldssembly held
under the grezt domed ceiling of the Kuppelsall where the
curse of Babel was alleviated by a wireless headphone ar-
rangement which gove delegates and visitors the choice of

hearing in his own langucge or in one of two simultaneocus
translations.2

221p4d., p. 8.

231bid., p. 7.

Zhﬂational Lutheran Council News Bureau, “The Living Word

in a Responsible Church, Hannover: 1952," The National Lutheran,
XXI (September-October, 1952), 13.

25Paul M. Bretscher, "Assembly of the Lutheran liorld Feder-
ation at Hannover, July 25 to August 3: Impressions and Observa=-
tions of an '0fficial Visitor'," (unpublished report in the pos-
session of the author, St. Louis, Missouri), p. 1.

zsnartin H. Franzmann, "Missouri and the Lutheran World
Federation," The Lutheram Witmess, April 1%, 1953, p. 124,
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S8ix sectionzl study grouns henrd and discussed many lecturess and
osseys crystellizing thelr findings in roports to the Assombly.

Heoting simultaneously with the regular convention were the
cocventionz of both the Iutheran youth ané the Lutheran women.

A varicty of special events was offered toc cccupy the atten=
ticn of all including such attractions ce the world premler of the
Ziinm "The Obedient Tebely" the tlagner College Cholr, the Bachk Choir
ol Hannovor, ayctery and rorality plsys, poectry reading, crgan cone-
corba, lectures, niccionarien® reporis, song festivale and rallies.
“he offices of HMatips und Veepers were prayed doily at the Niedor-

guehsenhalle. Other services were coumducted in the various churches

agcording o the rites of represeatative Imtheran communions. Holy
Communion woas celsbroted under the auwspices of the local congrege=
vicnse Visitors ond delegates viere invited to these celsbrations.
Tuenty-£four "offlcial visitors' representing The Lutherzn

Churche=llisgouri Synod viere in attcndancz at the canvantion.27
Jocitive witners and exprecsion of faith was given not only by
thoir presence but alsc by their several contributions to discus=-
sionc both ferral and informel. DUr. J. Y« Behnlken, president of
The Luthcrarn Church-=iiissourl Symod, read a »repared statemeat to

28

Section T (Tacology) on July 29. The twenty-four man delegation
mot reguluerly throughout the days of the convintion to discuss what

they were hoarirg and seeinug. An excerpt from the written impres-

27The Froceedings of the Sccond Asscembly of the Lutheran World
Federation, edicd by Carl E. Lund-"uist (Gunzeuhausen, Bavaria:

L:chdruckerei Riecel, 1952), ». 192.

2GBrotscher, Ope Citey Pe Do
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sions of oxme of the.official observers =i thz close of the con~
vention followss:

when we shall have read the official reports, when we shall
be able to view the convention from a vantage point where
thers will he no mors ahing and ohizg but only the sincsre
desire te speak in the fear of God who is the Judge of all,
even then the writer of these impressions will be compellsd
to rogicter the following observatiouns: (1) The Hernover
corvention was marked by a geruine efiort to glorify the
namne of God and the 3avior Jesus Christ above every other
name that is named; (2) The convention attempted to do its
zslk in the fear of the Lord of the Church; {(3) The conven-
tion sounded forth over and over again the privilege and
»esponsibility oi the Lutheran Church to oring the saving
Gospel of Jesus Christ to all men; (&) The convention, in
its report of Section I (Theology), confessed clearly and
boldly, in the face of current errors, the great and im-
perishable truths of Scripture snd of the Lutheren Confes-
oions regarding the person of Jesus Christ, the reccncil-
iation which He effected by His sacrifice on Calvary, His
bodily resurrection, His return to glory, the nature of the
Christian Church, the Sacraments of Holy Baptism and Holy
Communions (5) The convention sought to include in its
purview 211 basic activities of the Church which faith in
the Living Lord and in liis Gospel produces.29

Significance of Hannover

The importance of the 1952 Lutheran World Federatign Con=-
vention cannot be accurately stated at this early date. Tever-
theless, we would like to offer this one thought as being sig-
nificant, i.e., the high degree of intorest and concern over
theology. This was shown by the interest of members present in
the work of Section I which dealt with theology, by their iaterest

in the new Department of Theology and its duties, and by the

291bid., p. 2.
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expression of need for a "clarification of the basic theological

20

issues’ by sever:l oif the comuittees reporting on their work,
especially by the mean acquuinted with missions.

It is interesting to note from the introductory remarks to
the proceedings that "the central message of the Gospel--the
forgiveness of sins, for Christ's salse-~formed the basis of
all « « & deliberations."’l

One could not expect definitive statements on theological
isgues but it is encouraging to see that Section I faced its
responiibilities, sdudtting "that on a number of subjects there
is among us ueither perfect unanimity nor sufficient clarity,"32
andé recommended that theso itcems '""be studied within the churches
of the Lutheoran Vorld Federatiun.“33 Its prayer is stoted as
followus:

Cur onepess is God's gift to us. May our lLord, this is

our prayer, grant us in the years to come a deepered ap-

precliation of our fellowship, and also the strangth to

practice our omeness within the Lutheran churches every-
where, in obedience to the Scripturcs and our Confessions.

And may ithe new Dep-ritment of Theology and the modest cog—

tribution o our Section also serve this high purpose."3

Ve now take up a study of what was said at Hannover concern=-

ing the Sacraments of Baptisa and the Lord's Supper.

onlund-Quist' op. cit-| Pe 8.

3l1bid., pe 7e

’2Ibid., p. 116.



CHAFTER IIX
A STUDY ON THE SACRAMENT OF BAPTISHM
A Mark of Separation

The Sacrament of Holy Baptiem is & maric of separation. In
hizs report on "Lutheran Ethics and Lutheran Missionary Practice"
Gustav StHhlin, Professor of New Testament Theology in thé Uni-
versity of Erlangen, relates that missionaries in India have dif-
ficulty with some of the well educated Hindus.l They refuse to be
baptized into the Christian religion because they recognize Baptism
a5 a mark of division. For them to be baptized means first that
they become members of oac of the many so-called Christian denom-
inations found in India today. Rather than belong to a small de=
noninstion they prefer to think of themselves as menbers of a
world wide fellowship of disciples who believe in Christ but are
not yet baptized. Such truth of denominational division within
Christianity is tragic and we can sympathize with the Hindus® point
of view. But they also see a second mark of division in Baptism.
They recognize the fact that the full implications of Baptism
divides them from their beloved Hinduism and demands a total re-
nunciution of all pagan elements. The truth of this radical breask

with all other philosophies of life is the very point we wish to

lrne Proceedings of the Second Assembly of the Lutherzn World
Federation, edited by Carl E. Lund-Quist (Gunzenhausen, Bavaria:

Buchdruckerel Riedel, 1952), p. 66.
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make here with regard to Bentism co a mark of senaration.
The separation is one iruv: a former way of life domimnated
by sin and entrancc iato a aew life in Christ. Anders Hygren,
Bishop of Lund-and foomur preside:nt of the Luther:a ilorld Feder-
aticn, in his keynote addrese, "Thk: Iliving Word in a Mesponsible
Church,' says it thls iuy:
We are orsranlted into Christ Ly our Bapilsn. By cur natural
birt!. ve are mule merbore of the human race; as such we
shere the siniulness and decr,s which are the inescapable
destiny of all merind., But by our new birth we are receiv-
ed into the .embership of th:> neow human rzce which iz desig-
nated as the Body of Christ, srd as such we :share His right=-
eousaess and His liic. We zre, as the apostle expresses it,
planted together vith Christ, we "coalcsce" vith Fim, in the
li-e.ess of His death nnd iz trs likeness ¢f Pic resurreciion
(Romn 635)' » o o .2
Beiri; planted with Christ separates tho Christian from his
former lire of %otzl suinission to Satan and all his uicked wayss
It is this same scoparation from the old life of which th: theology
geciion re vt inyot
The Iiv pg Word gives rightecusness and life to the sinner
ur-der co.idumnation of death. Deatk no longer rules over
ki1, eternmal life begins, he is borrn irom above.
Phis re:: birth tites place in beptism « « ¢« »

hat is meant by the new birth is aptly exrressed in these words:

Sinful man 3> born vato etermel life ia Jesus Christ in
that "is cld, self-sovereign life of sin dies with Christ
oL the Crosz, =nd a new life, a life ol feithful devoticn
to Chriit in raicsd with Christ from the dead. Baptisnm is
the new Lirth becuuse it means & 'ing and rising with Christ.

albido' P 46.
SIbidc' Pe 126. ;
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"le were buried tlirsiore with him throu;: baptism into
death thet like a5 Christ was raised from the dead through
the glory of the Fathcr, so we alco siight walk in newness
of life" (Rem. 6:4).%

Having established these prelimincry thoughts cn Baptisn as
o marl of seperztion from ar old life and entrance into life in
Cbhrist, we proceed to the Sacrament itself. Ve shcll be corcerned
with ito origin, its administration and benefits, faith and Baptism,
inlant Baptis:y, falling out of baptismal grace, and the responsi-

bility of the Church in Brptism.
Tke Ori_in of Baytism

In the sense that the Sacrament of Baptism is a means of
grace 1 e could say its origin in point of time is with God in
eter:ity. Peter Eruurer, Frofersor of Systematic Theology in the
University of Heidclberg, in his article "Our Church Service."5
mz' 25 “he poimt that before one can truly worship ke must have ex-
perienced 2 change in kis life. This chenge becciics & reality for
men today in B:ptiz- but it was plzwned already by God long ago.
He say=:

Iong o9, long before you were borm, Jesus had received you
as o me. bur of His Body, taken your guilt upon Himself, and
redgecus! your 1lifc. But now, since you have been born,

the things which were realities in Him, must become actual
roiticz also in your present bodily existence. This has
b.2n ccomplisihed in your Baptism. Your Baptism means that
you, as a b-ing with physical existence, have an actual
share in Jesus' deuth, and that you, as a being with physical

'*Ibid'.
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exlstence, have a share in His life. By your Baptism you

were incorporated in the sacrificial Body of the crucified

and exzlted Lord,
Lecording to these words the sacramental significance was given to
Baptism long before the present age.

Furthermore, Christ by His denth snd resurrection made pos=
zible the benefiis of Baptism. His victory over sin, death, and
tho devil gives Hip the authority to establish it as a means of
grace. Ae the report of the section on theology noints cut, it
vias

Chriast Himcelf ?Hég instituted it when He said, CGo ye

therefore, and make disciples of all tbe nations, buptiz-

ing them into the name of the Father, and of the Son, and
of the Holy Spirit" (lMatt. 28:19).7

This same repori bears witness to the fact that 1t is Jesus, the
Incarnzte Son of Ood, who not cnly inctituted Beptism but truly is
present and seting in Bapticm. The words cited in confession of
Him zre these thoughts parsphrased from the Apostles Creed:
Through the Holy Spirit Jesus Christ, the Scn of Ged, born
of the Virgin Mary, crucified, dead and burlied, risen on
the third day., ascended intc heaven and sitting on the right
hand of God the Father Almighty, is really present in bap- 8
tisn and receives the lost sinner into His own etermal life.
Besides these stuatements on Christ's presence and action in

the Sacrament, reference is made to God the Holy Ghost. Just as

in Luther's Small Catcchism, Titus 3:5 is quoted which says Baptism

GIbido 9 Pe 50.

71pid., p. 126
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is the "washing of regeneration arnd reneving of the Holy Spirit.”
Further mention of the Holy Spirit being present and operative in
Baptism ic made in connection with His using the Sacraments as
means by which He calls, gathers, enlightems, and gives strength

9

and inspiration to His follovers.
Proper Administration and Benefits

It was said above that Baptism is a mark of division whereby
people who believe in Christ are called apart by the Holy Spirit
into a body called the Church. It is to this Church, the Body of
Christ, that the administration of the Sacraments has been entrust-
¢d. To show more comclusively what we mean by the Church we refer
to the following comment taken from the sectional report oa World
Missions:

The church is the Body of Christ creuted, maiantained,

&nd ruled by Christ Himself through the creative, sancti-
fying activity of the Holy Spirit in the means of grace.
Being one with its Savior and Lord, the church is both
hidden within the visible religious organization and re=

vezledé by God through the means of grzce. At every place
where the Vord of God is proclaimed in its purity and the

sacronents rightly administered, the church, the Body of
Christ, is present. The means of grace, which are the marks
of the church, also create and encompass other external signs,
such as a common confession, an ordered ministry, some forms
of liturgical service, and works of charity.

Thoughts on the proper administraticn of the sacrament were *

not developed as such at Hannover but from the comments made we

9Ibid., p. 153.
loIbidn' P 136.
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can see that the following points were assumed: (a) A rightly
administered Sacrament is made in the Name of the Triume God,
as 1s implied 1n this statement: "This new birth takes place in
Baptism in the name of the triume God, as Christ Himself insti-
tuted £t . « . " (b) It is performed when the officiant uses
both water and the Word. This is supported by the quotation
from Luther's Small Catechism: "Baptism is not simple water only,
but it is the water used according to God's command and connected
with God's word.” (c) It is a "washing of regeneration and re=-
newing of the Holy Spirit" as is written in Titus 315.1%

The washing of regeneration is also to be regarded as a beme-
fit of Bap;ism. As was mentiuned above, Baptism is a change, a
regenerztion from an old life to a new life in Christ. This does
something to a person. It takes him out of death into life. It
is a life in which the regenerated man no longer .fears death and
damnation but enjoys the benefits available in the Sacramentdue
to the meritorious work of Christ. Peter Brumner said it this way:
"Then you passed through the baptismal door, Gospel and Baptism

gave you all that pertains to salvation. To show more fully

what this means to the individual, the following comment is

beneficials

Mankind today suffers from loneliness. The natural bonds

of human society are disintegrating and gradually give way
to all kinds of mass organizations which only accentuate

u!b!.d-.. Pe 126-.
121p1d.4 p- 50
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the loneliness of the individual. But baptism removes
man from his stote of loneliness, which basically is the

loneliness of sin, and calls bhim into true fellowship with

God and with men. It is the Church's responsibility to

acknowledge this fellowship as the gift of God and to wit-

ness to it, in word and in desd.l>

Thus throuzh Baptism, the sacrament entrusted to the Church
by Christ, ar unregenerate person is changed and broucht into an
active fellowship with Christ and with those men who are likewise
in Christ. Ile is one with them, who have 211 that pertains to
salvation. CGustzv StHhlin says on this point:

In Baoptism there occurs the incorporation into Christ and
simultancously into His Body, the church. Iacorporation
is meant literally here: the baptized person is made a
member of the large, living organism of the new craation.14

Faith and Baptian

Faith plays a vital role in the Sacrament of Baptism from
various pointz of view. Ve know that man's ultimate salvation
depends on whether or not he accepts Christ as His Savior. 1In
connection with man's refusal to heed the word of the Sacraments
and ﬁis turning away from Christ in unbelief, these words of John

are cited:

Ye search the Scriptures, because ye think that in them ye
have eternal life; and these are they which bear witness
of me; and ye will not come to me, that ye may have life

(John 5:59—4Q)-15

To refuse Christ is unbelief and to refuse Him is to refuse life

131bido| Pe 1270
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with Him. He who refuses Baptism would therefore also refuse
Christ and be lost.

On the other hand he who is born again in Baptism and who in
faith has put on Christ, being incorporated into His Body, iz heir
to all that pertains to salvation. He has access to real life with
God. It is his through Faith in Christ. The Section I report says
the nature of Faith is "altogether a receiving of the life and the
activity of Jesus Ghrist."16 This is the new life of which the
sane report szys just prior to these words:

Tke new life, then, is faith. Faith is the coanstant devetion

of one's own life to God in repentance and in love as well as

a constant reception from Jesus Christ of the new life of His

victory cver sin and death and all their power. This is man's

only access to a life in the presence of God. Hence the en-
tire new life bears the sigaature of baptism.l?

In the report on 'lorld Missions the guestion is raised: What
comes first, the new life and faith or Baptism? Or a resultant
question: How much faith is needed to warrant Baptism? There the
statenent is made: "The first goal of the missionary proclamation
is faith, which includes turning away from the old, toward the new.
The second goal is Baptism."ls Following immedintely is the thesis,
"The New life is not the antecedent of Baptism but its gift and its
goal," which is developed as follows:

The latest research intc the problem of Baptism (by Werner
Gensichen) has established very firmly that God's action,

161y14., p. 127.

17114,
laIb:Ld., P 55-
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not man's decision, is the First thing; but then, in the

same nouent when faith is accepting God's gift of grace,

the decision to live a new 1life is being made, simultaneously.
Baptism is the beginning of the imitation of Christ. This im=
plies on the one hand that our missionaries regard the earn-
est desire for Baptism and the faith that prays, "lLord, I
balieve, help Thou mine unbelief" as sufficient ground for
Baptisn, even though the candidate for Baptism may lack a
great many of the qualities of Christian discipleship; they
baptize him, trusting in the power of the living God. And

on the other hand our missionaries set up high standards for
the baptized nerson; they expect him ¥o have the earnest in-
tention to live & new life henceforth, to make progress in
the imitation of Christ; they let him know that it is up to
him to will and %o worlt as though all depended on him alone,
and at the same time to depend exclusively on the zrace of
God as though all human endeavors were of no avail.l

It appesrs on the surface that in the first instance StHhlin is
sayving that faith--which includes turning awsy from the oid to the
new--preceeds Baptisw, while in the latter he maintains that the
new life is not the antecedent but rather the gift of Baptism.
Whether these two are to be placed alongside cach other and viewed
as contradictions doesnit seem to be likely. In keeping with the
purpose of his point under discussion, that of "The Building of the

20 it is quite possible that he

Church in the anon-Christian Vorld,™
means to emphasize the fact that the missionary is first concerned
about proclaiming the Gospel which brings men to Faith. Having
been turned by God's action to confess their weak faith they are
baptized despite their lack of many qualities of Christian disciple-
ship. The question, although it may be inherent in this connection,

does not seem to be concerned with whether Baptism works the initial
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faith or whether children are neglected until such a time as they
profess their faith. It is clear, however, that in this situa-
tion adults are baptized before receiving full instruction in the
fundanentals of the Christian religion and that their baptism is
intended to be a source of strength for future growth in sanctifi-
cation as they both work out their salvation and trust in the grace
of God.

This entire discuscsion is related to the next thesis of the
report by Stfhlin entitled: "Without Baptism no Genuine Disciple-

ship, no True Ghristianity.“zl

The development of this thoughte=-
wuhich includes the opening comments of this chapter on the edu=-
coted Hindus recognizing Bapticm as a mark of separation--is en-
tirely consistent with the practice of baptizing adults without
detailed instruction. 1When one has once come to faith he is a
nepber of the Body of Chrizte The comment is made that the Hindus
arc told:
Jesus has not oniy issued the command that all the nations
be baptized; He has not only laid upon HIis disciples the
szcred obligation of confessing Eim . .  but above all,
Baptism is Christ®s act of appropriating me personally and
totally; if I remain unbaptized I am not in my total physi=-
cal-spiritual existence connected withk Christ and with the
Christians.22

Thus Baptism is a mark of separation from an old life to an en-

trance into a life in and for Christ.

211bid.. Pe 66.
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Infant Baptism

To return to ome of the questions rsised in & preceeding

paragraph, which is also relzted to the conmection between faith

and baptism, we comment on what was said =t Hemnover zbout infant

baptisme. The very fact that the n:zture of faitkh is such that it

iz "altogether a recoiving of the life ond activity of Jesus

Christ,"“” is one of the strong points in favor of infant baptism.

It scems to have been asserted by some that the very fact that

pmany have fallen out oi their baptismal grace in later years should

be an argument against infant baptism. Rather than to allow such

an assumption it is explicitly stated:

If baptism is the washing of regemeration it is highly im-
portant that infant baptism be considered as truly a washing
ol regeneraztion, especizally today when stronz criticism of
infant baptien is voiced irn many parts of the Protestant
world. The nature of fzith as altogether a receiving of the
life and the activity of Jesus Christ finds in infont baptisa
its strongest bulwerk azeinst attempts to re-interpret faith
2s an act of religiosity apsrt from the Viord and work of God
(Matt. 18:3). The theory that infant baptisn is a baptianm
without faith finds support neither in the Bible nor in ths
Roformers.2

It nay be added at this point that no reference was found by

this writer which in any way discouraged the baptism of infants on

any grounds. Rother the discussion above on the nature of faith

and its development upheld the practice as being Biblical.

251bid., pe 127.
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Falling Away

Allusion has been made to the poszsibility that a baptized
person can fzll away. This problem was discussed briefly in the
report from the section on theology. It was pointed out that when
a person who hag fallen away is converted aszain he is not to be
re-baptized because "baptism is not subject to repetition."as out
in his conversion returns to his baptismal covenant. It does not —
follow that once one has been baptized he is certain of ultimate
salvation. The comment is made: "There is . « « the possibility
that a baptized persor uney completely fall away from the covenant
of bngtium."zs This remark is made in connection with the obser=-
vation that in many churches thousands of baptized persons are
found who apparently live totally outside of the church. The
mention of it here is not intended to suggest a change in the
adminisgtration of baptism nor is it to refute the power of the
Holy Spirit Tho works in the Sacrament but rather is in the tone
of a warning to all who are baptized to returr to their baptismal
covenznt lest they too fall away. Such a return is urged by Peter
Brunner to be a daily renewal for he speaks about the Ghristian'g
worship life here on earth being made imperfect due to the constani
struggle with the old Adam: "Therefore our worship will omnly then

be service to God whem we live a baptismal life, when we dally die
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unto self and though dying live with Nim."27

Responsibility of the Church

The very fzct that it is a strugzle to stay in the Faith and
that it is possible to fall away points up the responsibility of
the church over against those who have been baptized. As was said
before, Christ entrusted the ordering of the Sacraments to the
Church and those who are beptized become members of a true fellow-
ship with Cod and men. "It is the Church's responsibility to ack-
noviledge this fellowship as the gift of God and to witmess to it,
in work and in deed."28 An interesting comment from the report on
the ycuth section points to this responsibllity by saying:

by confessing the reality of baptismal grzce, the church has

accepted responsibility for the spiritusl welfare of its

youthk; this involvea, on the one hand, nurturing them with
the living Vord sc that they may remain in the fellowship
with Christ, and on the other hand, seekirg, calling, and
reclaiming those who have broken thet relationship which
once was theirs by virtue of thelir Baptism; « « o »

The words "to nurture them with the living Word" reminds us
thot the Sacrament of Baptism is conmected with the Word, not only
in its administration where the water i1s comprehended with the fiord
but =2lso in this that the Church performs Baptism as a part of its

worship, Peter Brunner says that the actual relationship between

Baptism and the Service of Worship is such that "Baptism is the

271bid., p. 56.
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foundation of the worship aervice"so because:

only now, after crossing the baptismal threshold and after
joining the eschaztologicszl people of God, only when you are

a menmber of the Body of Jesus, a member of_the ecclesia,
only now your service of God can commence.> il

Sumnary

In summafy vie recall that baptism is a mark of separation
fron an old life of desth to & new life in Christ. Its benefits
are stated to be all that is included in salvation, valid because
of the meritorious work of Christ. Faith in Christ is necessary
for szlvation, which fzith does not refuse baptism and the respon-
sibilities of the anew life. The nature of faith is such that it
accepts Christ as Savior, even thougzh the person is an infant.
Since the poszibility exists that one may fall from grace, the
neeé ip emphasized for & daily return to the baptismal covenant
and o strengthening of the Faith. In this, the fellowship of be=-
lievers 1s charged with responsibility to aid the brother. The
strugsle with the old Adam is always present which fact indicates
that the Faith of Baptism needs to be nourished. This nourishment
is received through the Vord and Sacraments--a point which is

further developed in the following chapter on the Lord's Supper.

301bhid., p. 50.
31lipbid.



CEAPTER IV
A STUDY ON THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION
Vhat CGoes On

Wo official celebrztion of Holy Comnunion wac conducted under
the ausplces of the Lutheran World Federation at the Eannover con-
vention. Wevertheless, the loly Eucharist was celebrated by the
local churches and persons attending the sessions were invited.
Such a celebration was held at the opening service in the Harkt-
kirche on July 25.1 The same evening 1500 young peornle gathered
in an cutdoor setting for a communion service of their own. There
o drizzling rain dampencd their bodies but not their spirits. Evea
though the communicants were from many lands representing different
races, they partoock of the sacraznent as one=--one in the Body of
Christ. What did the Sacrament mean for them? From the reports
given to the General Assembly, to which they gave thelr assent in
days following, we trace what they said about it and from those re-
ports see that the following elements of the doctrine of the Lord's
Supper were treated.

Holy Communion is the second of the two sacraments recognized
by the Lutheran Church. In the foregoing chapter it was said that

Baptism is the initial sacrament by which a person is made a member

1The Procoedings of the Second Assombly of the Lutheran Vorld
Federation, edited by Carl E. Lund-Quist (Gunzenhausen, Bavaria:

Buchdruckerei Riedel, 1952), p. 5-
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of the ecclesia.’ By the washing of regeneration and renewing of

the Holy Ghost a new life is engendered--the life of Faith. The

-

new life needs to be nourished and this is done through the Word
and through the Holy Supper.3 The two sacraments were brought to-
gether nicely in the report of the section on theology when it aaié:

Jesus Christ, into whom mer are incorporated through baptism,
is the Head of His body, the Xing of iis people. Baptisa in
the name of the triume God iz therefore the entrance into the
congregation of Jesus Christ. f'For in one Spirit were we all
baptized into one body" (I Cor. 12:13). The life which we
live in Christ in faith, is a life of love in the congrega-
tion. For this reason one Ccannot spezk of baptism, the sac-~
rament of faith, without at once also spezking of the Holy
Supper, the sacrament of the body of Christ.k

vVie found no definition, as such, for the Holy Supper in the
Hannover reports. Most likely it wes taken for granted that Luthe
erans gethered together knew what was meant vhen reference was made
tc it. It was referred to by a variety of terms, such as: The Sac=-
rament of the Body of chriat,s Holy Supper.6 Sacrifice of thanks=-

.f;:l.ving.? Sacrament of union with the body of the living Chriat.a

10

Table of the Lnrd,9 Sacrament of renswal. All of these terms

21bid., pe 50.

3;[_13.:1_._5_1_.. Pe 130.
I*Lb_:!.g_.. P 127.
PIbid., p« 4l.
S_Ibl_:l.g._.. pe 43,
7_;_1?_:!._d_.. p. 46.
a_lib_:gi_., p. 128.
P1bid., p. 51.

107454., p. 128,
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bring out fine peints of distinction to tcll more fully what
goes on in the Holy Supper but they still fail to give a defini-
tion. B. Dre. Martin Luther's definition was quoted which says it
is the "true body and bloed of our Lord Jecus Chrict, under the
bread and wine, given unto us Christians to eat and tc drink, as
it was instituted by Christ Hinself."ll

To bear out the point on its being instituted by Christ we
quote this interesting stztemont: "The Lord?s Supper which we
celebrate, wos instituted by Jesus. To deny that Jesus Himself
ingtituted the Lord's Supper means to discard the Sacrament."la
It is to this Sacrament, instituted by Christ Himself, that the
comments of this study have reference,

When Pefcr Bruaner was speaking about the character and mean-
ing of the Lord's Supper for Christians gothered in worship he said
it iz "the most distinctive part of the worship service of the
church."13 Ites distinctiveness is seen in that

The Lord's Supper is a special gift of Jesus for those who

have entered through the door of Baptism; it is the specific

necns of grace for the orgenized congregation of His fol-
lowers.l

As a specifilc means of grace for those who are in the Church

it becomes a vital part of life both to the iandividual and to the

assembly of believers. Inasmuch as Holy VWrit says that we are to

1lrpia.

121133., p. S4.

151pia.

1hipia.



38
"Serve the Lordl"™” it is good to be reminded again that
the disciples of Jesus cannot serve the Lord without assem~
bling in Eis Name in order to hear the Word of God, to cel-

ebrate the Lord's Supper and to offer prayer, praise and
thanksgiving.16

0f prayer and the sacrament it is szid:

The iloly Supper can be celebrated oaly in an atmosphere of

prayer. Prayer, as Doerne says, is a Totaldimension of the
church service i.e., permezates every part of it.

In addition to prayer, mention is made of the attitude of praise
and thanksgiving., The Sacrament is a Bucharist not in the sense
thot it is a meritorious thonk-offering but in the sense that
Luther and HMelanchthon speak of the offering of thanks in the Sac-
ramont of Thanksgiving when they

now and then called the Lord's Supper a sacrifice of thanks-
giving. By thank=offering they meant an acceptance of the
gift in fzith. The actual roception of Christ's true body

and blood in the bread and wine of the Holy Supper is a
mirscle. Faith accepts this miracle with praise and thanks.l8

In this spirit the Church celebrates the Eucharist now, uantil He
cones again.lg

The Sacramert celebrated by the followers of Christ im an at-
titude of prayer, praise and thanksgiving is at the same time one

of the distinctive marks vhich distinguishes them from those who

as yet have not been brought to faith. Thus the Lord's Supper is

151pid., pe 49.
167144,

171p1d., p. 52.

181bidt. Pe 128.

lgIbid.. Pe .52. v
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mentioned ac being a mark of the churck, together with the Word,
in the sense that where they, the Vord and Sacraments, are found
to be preached and adminlstered according to Christ's Command and
words of institution, thore is the Church. This truth was ex=
plicitly stated in the report from Section II dealing with world
missions: "At every place where the VWord of God is proclaimed in
its purity and the Sacrameants rightly administered, the church,

the Body of Christ, is present{"ao

The importance of this was
brought out again by Gustaf Vingren, Professor of Systematic
Theology in the University of Lurd, in his review of "Lutheran
Pheology and Viorld lMissions," when he said: "Wir nmilssen wieder
neu lernen, dasz Wort und Sakroment die Kirche begrﬂnden.“aa

It is to these same follovers of Christ to whom the preaching
of the Word and the proper administration of the Sacraments have
beern entrusted, so that the Church may be built up as the Body of
Christ and may carry His Message ianto all the world.z5 By a proper
adninistraticn ia meant that it be performed as it was "instituted

by Christ Jesus.“aa This in no way means to imply that the power

201vid., p. 136.

2l1bi6., pe 71.

aanas lebendige Wort in einer verantwortlichen Kirche:

Offizieller Bericht der zweiten Vollversammlung des Lutherischen
EE;Ltbunden, Hannover 1852, herausgegeben von Dr. Carl E. Ilund=-
juist (Hannover: Lutherhaus-Verlag, 1952). p. 76.

ajLund—quist. The Proceedings of the Second Assembly of the
Lutheran World Federation, p. 125.

247p4a., p. 118.
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of the Sacroment depenids on the ritec itself. The rite itself is
important but doec not cause a valid veception of the gift of the
Lord's Supper. DRathcr faith in Christ, in His Vork of redemption
and roal presence, ie tho iundispensable element, as iz pointed out
in these words:

Iuther at all times emphasized the indisponsability of faith

in receiviig the gift of the Lord's Sujpper aand he rejected

the doctrine that the sacrament's efficacy depended merely

upon the proper administration of the rite (ex opere operato).25

iflor does the valldity cf the sacramcnt depend on the status of
tLv celsbrant. A8 & rule this privilege is reserved for mcmbers of
the clergy but it is to be kept in mind thot the proper adminlstra-
tic: an? ordering of the sacraments was eantrusted to the Ghureh.26
In cctual practice this is carried out by the clergy. It is eveoz
listed as one of the duties of the ps=stor in the report of Section
IV on Evangelism :nd Stewardship in connection with promoting and
practicins evangelicm, in the comment: "The Pastor . . . preaches
God's Word s#2d administers the Sacramants."27 The problem may arise,
ae, accordi: g to the report on world missiona, it hcs in certain
arcas of the world, that a church with a2 large membership may have
too few pastors. Since the responsibility to briuag the Gospel to
ovr world rastc upon laymen and clergyaer alike it is rcuggzested that

"Churchi:s with large membership and fev ordained pastors should

251bid., p. 129.

2611,5a,, p. 125.

271pi¢., pa 153
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study the possibility of the administration of Sacraments by means

28 This is not to say that

of an ordained part=time ministry.?
their ordinaticn me':es tho ancrament valld but that the church
would serve itself bettor by having additional men in the ninistry.
Thus far we have seen that the Sacrament of the Lord's Supper
iz a gift of grzce from God, instituted by Christ Himself, adnmine-
imtered to His followers by the clerpgy on behalf of the congrega-
tions i1 2n attitude of prayer, pralse and thanksgiving for tlhe
ncariching of tha new life of faith engendered in Baptism. We

contirue by expanding the last item trying tc show the benefits

of the Sacrament.

Benefits of the Sacrament

The new lifec engendered in Baptism through the working of
the Holy Spirit is nourished in the Holy Supper. For thlis reason
the Holy Supper is referred to as the sacrament of remnewal, in
which sacrament the communicart raceives ‘'the Bread of Life given
us for the pilgri.iage through the desert of life (John 6:5}-58)."29

Under the previcus discussion on Baptism a auestion was raised
with regard to whether or not faith could be lost. Most assuredly
it can be lost and for that reason the Lord's Supper and its nour-
ishing benefits are so very importunt. Tho following words clearly

bear this out:

287434., p. 135.

291bid., p. 128.
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But salvation may be loat, squandered, or abandoned. You
need to watch over it, especially in seasons of affliction;
you will have to struggle valiantly in order to preserve it.
But the only way to preserve our salvation is by a continual
return to Baptisu, i.e. by abiding within the saving Gospel
ané by abiding within the Body of the crucified and exalted
Lord. To this end we have been given the preaching of the
Yord and the Lord's Supper.30 <

The necd for a continual return to Baptism and the assurance

of the forgivencss of sins is present for =211 people as long =as

they are in this life. Sin, deathy, and the devil still wage wer

even on the children of God. They have not reached such a state

of sanctification in Baptism as to be without the need for daily

repentance and forgiveness. These truths are stated well in the

words:

Ais long as we walk in this earthly body we sin daily and
daily desexrve the wrath of God. For this reason,; the
Christian Church devotes suprome attention to the forgive-
ness of sins, also when it conducts worship services. The
living VWord and the Sacrament of the Altar were given us in
order that we may receive forgiveness of sins, ever and
ogaine

Whenever man in faith accepts the forgiveness of sins, he
actually experiences the new creation: the old Adam dies
and the new mon is raised, who accepts God's saving gift
and glorifies His Name + 31

Thus we see that the manner in which the newv life is nouricshed is

through forgiveness of sins. Forgiveness is available to man by

the grace of God who redeemed the world through His Son and who

gives Him and His gifts to the believer in the Lord's Supper.

solbid.. Pe 50.
511vid., pp. 50f.
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Forgiveness is given to the believer only becausze of the

love of God in Christ. This truth may be stated quite simply or

nay be expanded through the use of many figures of speech. It

is still the same comforting truth that forgiveness of sins is

given by God throuzh His Son. Some of the most explicit state-

ments of this truth fron the material under study follow. Fron

the lecturc, "Our Church Service,™ by Peter Brunrer:

lg:l

forgiveness of gins amnd 1life eternal are given us in the
Lord's Supper in this nanver: they are included in the sac-
rificial Body of Jesus which is really present in the eu-
charistic food. The treasure chept==the sacrificial Body-=~
and the {reasurc--iorgiveness oif sins--are here united and
identical. HNothing is interposed between the Cross and
forgiveness, The gift aznd the Giver are one, the sacrifice
and its effeci are one,

1 the report of Section I:

The gift of the Lord's Supper is the true body of Jesus
Chrict and the true vlood of Jesus Christ, givean for our
salze and recaived by us unto the remission of ain.

And again in the same report linking together both the need for

forgiveness and the resultant freedom it brings:

Men today are oppressed by the cruel necessity of self-
precervation. In the inescapable struggle among indivi-
duals, classes, and nations for self-assertion they find
themselves under the awful coercion of battling for sur-
vivel =nd security of self. In the sacrauent of the body
of Christ in the Lord's Supper, however, men are drawn by
the gift of Christ's true body and blood into the sphere
of Christ's sacrificial love, where the spell of self-
centoredness to broken and men are made free to praise
and to love.”

327p1d., ps 55.
351pid., p. 128.
%Ibid.' Pe 129.



L

The basis for all these quotations on the forgiveness of
sins lies in the words of institution themselves which were quoted
in this connection at Kamnover. 4 special parenthetical notation,
indicative of thelr importance, shous that this truth is recorded
in four different places of the New Testament. These words read:

"Pake, eat; this is My body, which is given for you. Drink

ye all of it; this cup is the new testament in My blood,

which 1s shed for you and for many, for the remission of
sins® (Matthew, Merk, Luke, and Paul).>?

This well-itrown statement from Luther's Small Catechism follows
imnediately: "lhore there is remissioan of sins, there is also life
and salVation."sé

It is truly a gift of (God's grace that forgiveness is offered
in the sacrament and thrilling indeed when mam experiences the new
relationship with God in Christ by which he is free from the clutches.
of the Uicked onec. An expression of joy over the assurance of for-
giveness of sins is seen in these words taken from the short intro-
ductory chapter to the convention proceedings entitled: "Message of
the Assembly of the Lutheran iorld Federation":

In the Hannover Assembly of The Lutheran World FPederstion we

had a fresh experience of the truth recovered at the time of

the Lutheran Reformation: that we have forgiveness of sins

and peace with God through the crucified and risen Lord alone,

and that He is present in His church, in His Yord, in Holy

Communion. To this church the promise is given: "I shall not
die, but_live, and declare the works of the Lord" (Psalm

118:17).27

35Ibido| Pe 128.

361pid.

37Ibido 9 Poe 31-
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The agsurance of peace with God is comforting and results
in new vigor of life both for the individual and for the assembly
of believers. There is o freedom which expresses itself in praise
and love. Its source is the same liord of life Who creates and
nourishes fzith, asz was s=ld about the characier of the Vord:
"Being the Word of Jesus Christ the Vord in sermon and Sacrament
nes life and gives lifey « o » o« It is Jiis liord and therefore
it 1ives."33
4 further reference to the fzet that spiritusl 1life is
strengthened in the sacrament as the Holy Spirit works through
it is found in the following fine expression made by Sectiom III
which dealt with Inner Hissionss
Thore is but one source of poiier for the evangelism respon=
sibility ef the church which will enable ne to fulfil Christ's
comnand to *licke disciples.” That iz the rower of the Holy
Spirit. "“Not by might, nor by power, but by my Spirit, saith
the Lord of hosts."” The Holy Spirit, working through the
preachiang of the VWord, and the administration of the Sacra-
mnentsy will give strength and inspiration tc His followers.
This is God's way end God's work, and He will give Iiis bless-
ing and His power to 1t37
In addition to giving forgivenesa of sins and strength for
spiritual life here in time, the sacrament also ascures the be=
liover of his ultimate salvation. There are overtones both of joy
and hope in this aspect of the sacrament reilected in these words

nade in the lecture on the Church Services

'the Lord's Supper bursts all the locks and chains of this
perishing world of deatk. Clothed with the garments of

381pia., pp. 118f.
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salvetion we ourselves are placed within the doorway which

was opened by Christ'’s sacrificial death and leads directly

into the coning world of God.

Thus far we have pointed out the benefits for the individual
Christian but have pzssed over lightly the fact that the benefits
of forgiveness of sins, life, and salvation are also reflected in
the whole Body of Christe-the Church. One of thae purpozes of the
Hord and 3acranents awong us is that the Holy Spirit works through
thea "so that the Church may be built up as the body of Christ and
may corry Eis Message into all the world.“ul

Before we leave thkis discussicn on the bsnefits of the Lord's
Supper it lz necessary to poirt out once again that they are all
available, not beczuse of anything man doas but because of Faith
in the merlits of Christ. For bthis reason it is necessary to speak

of both worthy and unworthy reception of the Sacrcment. At this

point it is true that man does have a part. iMan is involved inso=-

far as he is confronted with making a decisioz for or against Christ.

About this it is said, a=z the writer speaks of fzcing Christ in an

eschatelogical crisis:

Iike the preaching of the Gospel, the lord's Supper brings
the congregation and each communicant into the eschatological
erisis. When we meet Christ in the Lord's Supper, we meet
Him person to person; this meeting requires a decision on our
rart, and it leads to a decision concerning us. '"Let him
that loveth the Lord come! If any man loveth not the Lord,
let him Ye anathema! '"Maranatha'.! These words were recited
in the apostolic age at the beginning of the Communion cele-
bration; they are an earmest reminder that the Lord's Supper

%01p4a., p. 55.

¥1pia., p. 125.
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does not release us from the eschatological criaia.42
Continuing this thought several paragraphe later and paking the
point that the Faith which receivee Christ is God-given we finds

Our divine service is service of God only when we pass
through the eschotological erisis in such a way that we
eccept in faith the proffered blessings of salvation.
Unless God awalkens us by Holy Spilrit, « « « o

3y contrast he who does not believe is to be classified as am
unworthy communicant. The follewing lengthy portion tekem from
the theology section report is helpful:

Luther at all times euwphasized the indispenssbility of faith
in receiving the gift of the Lord's Supper and he rejected
the doctrine that the sacrament's efficacy depended merely
upon the proper administration of the rite (ex opere operato).
liven today one ofter meets a tendency to divorce the gift of
the Lord's Supner from the reciplent's faith and tharnksgiv-
inge Therefore it is important to emphasize that the true
body and blood of Jesus Christ arc roceived as & blessing
only in the congregation's sascrifice of thanksgiving. there
this thanksgiving with wvhich faith receives the gift is lack-
ing, the gift, which always remains the same, is received un-
to judgment. "For he that eateth and drinketh unworthily,
eateth and drinketh deamnation to himself, not discerning the
Lord's body" (I Cor. 11:29; Author. Vers.). A worthy recep=-
tion is not the recoption by a person who regards himself as
worthy, for ¥if we Jjudged ourselves truly we should not be
Judged" (I Cor. 1ll:31l; Revised Standard). A worthy comauni-
cant is prec¢isely the sinner whoses Gonscience has been accus=-
ed and coademned by the lLaw, who is distressed and feels him=
gself rejected. Only an accused and condemned person can
hearken to the gospel of forgivenesa. Only such a one can
thank God and gratefully sacrifice his whole life to God

and his fellowmen in voluntary service of love. The one who
is "self-confident," who thinks that he is worthy, will al-
ways forfeit the comnsolation of fgzgiveness which is prepared
for him at the table of the Lord.

b2:p14., p. 55.

b3rp1a., p. 56.
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To summerize the benefits of the Sacrament of Holy Communion
we recall that the faith ongendered by tha Holy Spirit in Baptisn
may be lost unless nourished through constant contact with the Word
and Sacrament. 2In faith man receives the forgiveness of sina from
the Sacrament =zand where thore is forgiveness of sins there is also
life and salvation. ‘Where there is life and salvation there is an
oxpression of joy and a loaging hope for the final salvation of all
those who are His. The strength and inspiration received from the
Sacrament is the motivaling fores which moves the Church in its
woriz of evangelism. Finally, the benefits may be lost unless wor-
thily rceceived by a God=-given Faith in Christ. All the benefits
revolve cbout Him snd for that rezcoan we now talkec up the discussion

on the authoritative power in Holy Commuaion.

The Authority Behind Holy Commuiion

The question arisos, by what authority or what power is Holy
Communion a sacrament which gives such glorious benefits to those
who believe and pronounces judgment on the unworthy? A definite
angwer was glven in the lecture on the Church Service which atates:

The Lord'e Supper which we celebrate, was instituted by Jesus.
To deny that Jesus Himsclf instituted the Lord's Supper means
to discard the Sscrament. The sacramental reality of the
Lord's Supper flows forth from the authority of Jesus' own
act of establishing it and from the euthority of His words

of institution. The Supper which Jesus celebrated in the
night in which He was betrayed, has the power within itself
to release a chain of celebrations beyond the original meal
held at a particulzr hour with a particular group of disci-
ples;  to inaugurate a series of identical suppers in which
the original meal is ever and again re-enacted. The same
Lord who in that memorable night acted and spoke in the full-
ness of messianic cuthority, now acts and speaks with the
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same divine authority every time Hic congregation celebrates
the LHoly Suppef in His memory; and thereby e constitutes it
as His Supper.*'J
To show more fully what is meznt by the administration of the Sac-
rament according to "lis Vords of Institution" we cite a comment
from the theology section which reproduces the words of Luther's
Small Catechism when it says:
The nourishment of f£aith and love iz the Holy Supper, the
sacrament of renewal, the sacrament of '"the true body and
blood of our Lord Jesus Christ, under the bread and wine,
given unto us Christians to eat and to drink, as it was
instituted by Christ Himself" (Luther, Sma2ll Catechism) when
He gaid, '"Toke, eztj this is My body, which is given for you.
Drink ye all of it; this cup is the new testoment in My
blood, which is shed for you and for manyi for the reomission
of sine* (Matthew, Mark, Luke, and Paul).*6
The authority lies, therefore, in Christ Vho instituted the Szc-
rzpent and Vho gives the promised bensfits to those who partake of
His Body and Blood in falth and judgment to those who do not believe.
Iic autbority in turn stems from His victory on the cross expressed
in theose words: '"Jesus victory om the ¢ross . « « in the Gospel, in
Baptism and the lord's Supper, becomes contemporary with us, tan=-

gibly and truly present."47

The Real Presence

Of great importance and worthy of fuller development is the

mention of Christ's Body and Blood. The teaching of the real

451p1d., p. Sk.
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presence was urheld throughout the discussions at Hannover. Spe-
cific references follow together with a brief review of the context
ia which they were made. Ian order to keep from distorting the mezn-
ing by isolating certain words or phrases, some of the referonces
include more than one item for consideration.

Anders iygreny in the opening messege to the Assembly, exhorts
the Lutheren Church to uphold the teaching of Christ's presence in
the Sacrament when he says:

It is one of the special tasks of the Evangelical Lutheran
Church to be oa guard against ecach and every attempt to sub-
tract any poriion whatever from these articles of our faith
in Christ: Christ did come in the fulmess of the time; Christ
is really present with us in Yord and Sacrament; Christ will
retura in glory for the consummation of &£ll things.

It opuears as though both Baptism and the Lord's Supper are meaant
by the word "Sacrament" because the German account says at this
point: "Christus Prgsons, der real gegenwgrtig bei uns ist im Wort
und in den Sal::-.zumen.‘i:en."l'9

These words sbove do state that Christ is truly present in
the Sacrament, but even more specifically is it said by Peter
Brunner: "In, with =znd under the bread and wine in the Holy Supper

50

the Body and the Blood of our Redeemer are really present'; or

by Section I: "The bread is the body of Jesus Christ, and the wine

l*azb::.d. s Do 47.

ugLund-Quist. Das lebendige Vort in einer verantwortlichen
Kirche, p. 49.
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Lutheran YWorld Federation, p. 52.
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is the blood of Jesus 0hrist.“51 Brunner continues his develop-
ment of the idontity between Christ's Body and Blood and the visible
elements of bread and wine with the words:

The innermost center of the Lord's Supner is created and also
interproted by the words which Christ spoke concerning the
bread and the cup. "This is my body for you « « » This is

my blood of the new covenznt shed for you uanto the remission
of ping.” These words do not interpret em action or a symbol.
They state whet the food is that is used in this action. The
relation vhich Jesus establishes between bread and Body and
between wine and Blood is '"mot amalogy but identity" (Lohmeyer).
The bread renains bread, and the wine remains wine. But by
virtue of Jesua' word of institution this bread is His Body
given into death for us, and this wine is His Blood shed

for us.22

As to how this 1s possible, it is said to be a miracle just as
preat a myetery as is the resurrection, in the words:

The actual reception of the true body and blood of Jesus

Christ in the bread and wine of the Lord's Supper is, like

the reality of Christ's resurrection, not humenly provable;

it is a mirzele to be accepted and believed, not demonstrated.?>

Of special importance is the notation that although it is ae-
cepted and bellieved, the truth of the r;al presence does not depend
on the faith iavolved. It is said that faith does not coreate the
niracle, this the Word does. Even the unbelieving communicant re-
oodves the true body and blocd of Jesus Christ.”’

Exactly when brezd is Body amd wine is Blood is not stated in

5l1bid,, p. 128.
521pid., pp. 54f.
23Ibide, p. 128.
51pid., p. 129.
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Lutheran theology. It is rather affirmed thet all four elements
are in come manner present, Thus it was sald:

The duality of bread ond wine, of Body aand Blood.calls our
attention to the fact that the Body which was sacrificed on
the Cross and the sacrificial Blood of Jesus which establish-
ed the new covenant, are really present under the eucharistic
food and are offered to us and received by us as the bread
and the wine are being distributed.>5

Although it is true cnough to say Jecus Christ is present, it
is better to say more specificelly who is meant by Christ. He is
the One vwho is true God and true man. It is He who suffered, died,
rese, and lives today. To show the humanness of the Christ we find

it stated this way:

The Dody of Jesus which we receive in the Lord's Supper is
the bodily humanness in which He accomplished our salvation.
Jesua' savipng work, Jesus! paving suffering, Jesus' saving
victory, Jesus' entire physical life, lived for our sake,
Eis dsath suffered for our sake, His victory for our sake=-
all of this is in His Body and is His Body which we receive
in the Lord's Supper in the form of bread. Jesus' body, in
particular, is His sacrificial Body. This Body and His sac-
rificial death are identical. In His sacrificial Body we
have His sacrificial death. In the covemant-Blood gf Jesus
we have the presence of Jesus' covenant-sacrifice.

That Christ lives. today was brought out repaatediy at Hannover,
even in the theme of the convention which was "The Living Vord in
a Responsible Church.' From Section V, the section which dealt
with students and youth, comes the observation that it is onme of

tho respomsibilities of the church to help the youth to a right

understanding of the church and its work. It is said that the

551bid., ps 55
561psd,



53

churches must make it clear that their "perfection" exists only
through the presence of the living Christ in Word and Sacramant.57

In most discuscions on tho doctrine of the real presence ohe
can expect toc find some statements with regord to heretical vieus
on the subjsct. Hannover was no exception. The real presence was
defonded and upheld over against both the Roman Catholic teaching
of repeated szcrifices in the Mass and transubstantiation and the
Reformed teaching that the visible elements symbolize sacrificial
elements. Anders Hygrem says of the liass:

What haes happencd, need not be repested and cannot be re-
peated. Christ offered up Himseclf, once for all (Heb. 7:127).
The redemption which He obtained for us, is eternal (Heb.
G:12). Iven the suggestion that lis sacrifice be repecated
{“gacrifice of the iass") is an encroachment upon the per=-
fect validity of Christ's work of salvagﬁon, a denial of

tho unique redemptica wvhich He wrought. .

Again, the report from the section on theology warns about the
use of the ter: "sacrifice:

The true sin-~offering was made once for all on Calvary and
cznnot be repeated. ihat may and ought to be repected is
the offering of thanks with which the congregation im faith
receives the secrifice which was offered once for all. The
Reformers exercised great caution in the use of the word
Y"gacrifice! in connection with the Lord's Supper in order
that they might not give the false impression that the
celebration of the Lord's Supper was & repetition of the
sacrifice offered once for all and that such a repetition
constituted a work of merit.>9

Against a change in the elements it was said just prior to these

571bid., p. 164.
581bid., p. 47.
591vid., p. 128.
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words: "Hothing is here said about a trancformation of bread and

wine.“so

Finally with reference to a symbolical presence it was
salds
what is happening, dare not be dissolved and spiritualized
{i.e., de-maoterialized) as though VYord and Sacrament were
only signe polnting to another kind of reality. Word amd

Secrament thenselves are realities, not symbole. Here we
have an est, not a significat.5l

By way of pummary we seo th=t the Lutheran Church waa urged
to uphold the teaching cf Christ's presence in the Sacrament. It
was sald that Christ is truly present in, with, and under the bread
and wine. The bread iz His Body and the wine His Blood. The re-=
lation which Il estzblished between bread and Body ard between wine
and Bloeod is not analogy but identity. This is a2 miracle whose
truth depends neither on rationality nor on faith. The specific
time at which Christ is present is not considered in Lutheran theol-
ogy. [llevertheless, all four elcmentz--bread, Body, wine and Blood
==-gre in some manner present in every ¢elebration. As for heretical
vizws on the subject, the Real Presence was upheld over against both
the Roman Catholic¢ teaching of repeated sacrifices in the Mass and
transubstantiation, and the Reformed teaching that the visible ele=-

ments symbolize sacrificial elements.
Reasons for Celebrating Holy Communion

Baving shown above that the Lord's Supper is celebrated by the

6°Ihid.
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authority of Christ who is truly present and who g;ves remission
of sins to those who believe and judgment to those who do mot be=
lieve, we now loock at several points which in general deal with
the purposes or reasons for celebrating Holy Communion. The main
reason, that of receiving nourishment for spiritual life through
the remission of sins, already has been treated. We expand here
on the facts that by the Sacrament Christiana zre united with
Christ, they are united with each other, they are in a position
to witness to each other and the world, they are in an eschatolog-
ical relationship with Christ, they show thelr spirituzl life in
the fruits of foith and actions of love toward God and man, and
they hope for the ultimate eteraal unmion with Christ.

In the Szcrament of loly Communion believers are united with
Christ. The New Testoment uses various pictures to bear out this
okl Enh A cbhe BT T il L e ra e TR e b s e
and the bLride and bridegroom.sh ‘At Hannover frequent reference was
rnsde to Christ as the head of the Body--~His Church. iIn the words
of Anders Hygroen:

Christ Himself is really present and in the most intimate

possible manner literally “incorporates" Himself into the

church, which is His Body, and into everyome of the faith-
ful members of the church, who are members of His Body, by
allowing them to partake of His Body and His Blood, and in

this way He bestows upon them the fellogahip of His suffer=
ings and the power of His resurrection. >

627 pet. 2:5,6.

6301, 1124,
6411 Cor. 1l:2.

65Lund-Quist, The Proceedings of the Seoond Assembly, p. 46.
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The same thought was expressed in calling the Lord's Supper the
sacrament of union with the body of the living Christ quoting
John 6:56: "He that eateth my flesh and drinketh my blood abideth
in me, and I in Him."66
Besides being a sacrament of union with Christ the Hezd of
the Church in a vertical relationship, it is a sacrament of union
with other members of the body in a horizontal relatiomship. It

wons sald:

As the sacrament of union with the body of the living Jesus

Christ it is alco the sacrament of union with the other

wnembers of His body: ''seeinzg that there is one bread, we,

who are meny, arec ocne body, for we all pgrtaka of the one

bread” (I Cor. 103117, alternate trans.).5?
As Christianz partake of His Body and Blood they "not only receive
God's gift of grace, but « « « 2lso gratefully proclaim the Lord's
death till ie come.“68

Still another reason for the Christian congregation to cele=
brate the Lord's Supper is that in the celebration it bears witneas
to those outeide the church of the fellowship in love it enjoys
with Christ and with one znother. This witness shows itself in
loving service to people as the report on theology says: "This
miristry of the congregation in turm is inseparably connected with

the activity of loving service to the uorld."sg Other references

561bid.. p. 128.

671b14,

GBIhid.. P= 52.
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to the fruits of love resulting from the sacrament as men witness
to others include this one from the lecture on the church servico:
"The Sacrament of the Altar saves indeed, but only on the coadition

that it be received in faith, and faith includes love and is active

n?70

in love. Another says:

In the sacramont of the body of Christ in the Lord's Supper,

however, men are cérawn by the gift of Christ's true body and

blood into the sphere of Christ'c sacrificial love, where the
spell oi self=cenitcerednesz is broken and men are made free to
praise and to love.

It is the responsibility of the Church gratefully to witness_
to the world, in word and deed, of this gift of God's love, 7+

L final thought =sdded here--~even though it does aot exactly
fit uzder the heading of being a reason or purpose of Holy Commun-
ion but does show the result of being one wiih Christ and with the
nembers of His body who exercise faith in loving service--is that
where there is forgiveness of sins, life, and salvation there is
slso a longing hope for eternity. Christians experience NOW being
onc with Christ in the sacrament and look foreward to being with
Him at the Beavenly Feast as woll.

Thus the Lord's Supper is = meaningful anticipation of Christ's
royal marriage supper. \hile we celebrate the Lord's Supper
here below, we are close to that other supper that will be
celebrated wvhen the great multitude in heaven cries aloud,

"The marriage of the Lamb is comel™ We celebrate the Lord's
Supper at the vory threshold of this other supper: In the
Lord's Supper the presence of that other supper is only

thinly veiled; it is so near that we almost hear the Lord

say, "Behold, I come quickly,” and the response of the Spirit
and the bride, "Come. Amen. Come, Lord Jesus." There, where

?O1pid., p. 56.
7l1p14., p. 129.
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bride and Bridegroom are near the threshold, waiting for one

another, there is the place where the church of Jesus Christ
celebrates M2 Supver of the Lord.?2 j

For Vhonm

e have shown above, somewhat in detail, what was said at
Hennovar with regard to Holy Communion as far as its authority,
benefits,; purposes, and the real pregence are conceéned. 1t
follows now to show what wes said with regard to those for whonm
the sacrament is intended. Divergent opinions were expressed.

Ho definitive answer was given other than mutual agreement on the
exictence of a pravlem and concern for intemsive future study. In
tho opening remarks of the section on theology the question: 'Is
unanimity in doctrine the indispensable condition for Altar fellow=-

73

ship (Intercommunion) was given as one of the points on which

it was saids

It was quite evideant during the sessions of our Section that
on o number of subjects there is asmong us neither perfect
unanimity nor sufficient clarity, even though we all re-
cognize tgg authority of Scripture and the Lutheran Con-
fessions.

Or as Gustav Stahlin says in the third thesis of his lecture:
“Lutheran missionary practice recognizes differences of opinion

concerning questions of altar fellowship."75

?21bid., p. 55.
?>ipia,, p. 116.
Phrpa,

751bid., p. 66.
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There does seem to be agreement on this that the Lord's

Supprer is a socrament to be received solely by those who are one

in the Church~~the Bedy of Christ, through Baptiem. Peter Brunner

sayss

The Gospel is preached to all men, the unbaptized as well as
the baptized. The preaching service is a public service open
to everybody. The lord's Supper, however, is a service where
only the baptized moembers of the ckhurck participate and the
doors to the outside world are closed. The Lord's Supper is
a special gift of Jesus for those who have entered through
the door of Baptism; it is the mpecific means of grace for
the organized congregation of His followers. The Lord's
Supper is the mgst distinctive part of the worship service

of the church.?

And Gustav Stihlin says:

I am not thinking here of the practice of the great evange-
list Stanley Jones of allowing unbaptlized “"friends" of Jesus
to comnune; this is guite unthipkaeble for usj in fact, there
is no church heving a definite confession, that would invite
or admit to communion those persons who have not been bap=
tized or such as arc not willing to be baptized. The Lord's
Supper, the Body of the Lord, can be worthily received only
by tkoese who in Baptism have been placed into the Body of
Christ; snd only in their case will the bread that we break
become the communion of the Body of Christ, i.e., the con=
stantly renewed and ever newly bestowed fellowship uith
Himself and with His Body, the churche??

The Lord's Supper was therefore viewed as being reserved for

those who are in the Church. It is for those who have been brought

into

the eschatological crisis and have made the decision to accept

Christ.

The relationship between precching and the sacraments with

respect to those who are in the lCuurch is stated to be such that:

761bidt 9 P 5‘*‘-

77Ibid-| PPe 66‘.
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Preaching invites mea to baptism and to the Lord's Supper
by its proclcmation of hope. It czlls thosze who have been
baptized to return to baptismal grace and to come to the
Table of the Lord, and calls those who have not been bap=-
tized to baptism.

Vith the exception of these fow comments just cited, most
of the remurks on the subject of altar fellowship were made by
Gustav 5¢tHhlin in his lecturo om "lutheran Ethics and Hissionary
Pructice,”" These are token up below as a summary resort, with
quotations, from those pages which dealt with the Lord's Supper.
He begins by posing these guestions: (a) Is there a Lutheran
Bthic?; (o) Is there a Lutheran missionary practice?; (c) Is it
neceasary to have the same?79 Often answers are given by turning
to the experience of the past rather than to Seripture. He says:
Aun important question in this field is, e.3e«y the extent to
whichw--alongside the directicns. and examples found in Holy
Scripture-=Christian experience may be allowed to have a
voice in Getermining our courss of acticn. Ais a matier of
fact, many of the choracteristic traits of missicnary work
have grown out of the compulsions of experience, and this ,
iec true of all denmeminuticnel missions, inciuding the Luthe
eran missions; many times "scripfural' methods were modified
by subsequent experience. Ue shall meet this problem when
we discuss fhe relation of baptismal fellowship and commun-
fellowship.
After stating that it is unthinkable to allow those who are
not baptized to commune, he raises two questions. TFirst, "May
all baptized adults be admitted to communion immediately after

baptism?"al In actual practice this has been answered both in

781bido 9 P 130 o
791bid., pp. 581.
8°Ibid eg DPse 59 ]
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the affirmative and in the negative. The conclusion is reached
that the missionaries should not be faulted because at times they
insert a ‘probationary period between baptism and administering
first communion, but rather that this practice should be allowed,
depending on the circumstances. Instead of saying this is a de=
parture from biblical standards he says:

Inserting a period of probation between Baptism and first

comm?n%o? would only be an in?tance of the aggptability of

flexibility of our Lutheram missions o « « «

Secondly, "is it permissible, and if so, under what condi-
tions is it permissible, to admit members of other confessions to
the Lord's Supper of the Lutheramn Ghurch?"83 The discussion of
this question revolvea about a correct understanding of the word
"unvorthily" in I Corinthians 11l3:27. It is held by those who say
o to the question that, "out of love for the other persom « « .
they owe a testimony concerning the wondrous gift of the Lord's
Supper which he as yet knows only in part, and whom they want to
preserve from receiving the Sacrament unwor@hily.“ah

Against this Stldhlin offers for comsideration this comment,
which he holds--on the basis of Hew Testament Theology--to be just
as correct as the former:

The man who knows that he is going to a Lutheran celebration v

of the Lord's Supper and desires to come, ought not to be
cast out by men. The One Vho gives Himself is the Lord Jesusj

R
|
(-
e
(-7
»

(<]
W
(a]
o'
[
2
[ ]

=4
(-8
'S
(<7
L]



62

we may safoly leave it to Iim whether or not to deny His
gracious gift to thgse whose understanding of His mysterious
gift is inadequate.®5

He is concerned to know whether

the refusal to commune members of other denominations should
not much rather be denoted as "unworthily" than the reception
of the Sacrament by gomeone whose dogmatical conceptions are
not quite adequate.s

He thinks thut in the past little or nothing has been gained by
rigorous refusal in this matter.

The conclusion then is a directive for rethinking the problem
as is seen from these words:

The Lord's Supper is the glft of the most incomprehensible
Love in the world; should we want to turn it into a cele=
bration which hurts and divides and destroys, instead of
building up? If nothing else, then the consequences of

this rigorous practice which are so painfully and embarrass-
ingly evident in our age of increasing ecumenicity, ought to
lend every theologian who is willing to do metanoia also with
raspect to his theglogy. to see clearly that here something
is not just right.97

It is furthermore suggested that the starting point for re-
medying some of the things which are not just right is to look at
what it is that chould determine altar fellowship. Fs says:

The proton pseudos of the so-called orthodox practice is the
claim that the establishment of altar fellowship is deter=-
mined by the doctrine of the Lord's Supper (e.g., in the Luth=-
eran church) or by the official charisma bestowed by priestly
orders (ee.g., in the Anglican church). Here is the point
where the attack upon this particular diaegge of our church
life (German: Abendmahlsnot) should begin.

851paa.
“Ibid. 9 Po 68-
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To carry these thoughts to their ultimate conclusion maoy
mean unrestricted intercommunion. Stghlin, however, does not
advocate this. Rather, he makes the spplication to Lutherans at
Lutheran altarsy and this for very practical reasons. A more
thorough=going study of the problem with Scripture-founded-con-
clusions is hoped for as a gulde to the pastors whose conscicnces
are troubled in this matter. These thoughts are given in the words:

Of course, I am not in favor of a limitless intercommunion:
the other denominaticns nced to be told as plainly as hither-
to where they are in error, and the truth that has been en-
trusted to the Lutheran church needs to be clearly set forth;
but I do favor open communion at Imtheran altars, as practic-
ed in our day almost everywhere even ia pronouncedly Iutheran
territorial churches of Germany (as a result of the thorough
confesszional nixture of the population because of the influx
of millions of refugees). The sad feature is that many
pastors who follow this practice have a bad conscience,
theologically and ecclesiasticallyj it is important to pro-
vide our pastors, both at home and in the young churches,
with a2 good conscience with referencs to the adminiatratiog
of the Sacraments, the heart and center of their ministry. 9

A directive for the Lutheran church to be open minded on the
problem is finally given in the words:

The Lutheran church, of all the churches, should be espeéially

roady to listen to its theological teachers when they ask

whetker its practice--even though it be hallowed by centuries

of "orthodox" approval=-really does conform to the New Testa-

ment and to the intentiona of our Lord Jesus, and it should

be willing to revise such practice if necessary.90

In sunmarﬁ. therefore, let it be said that there was agreement
at Hamnmover that a problem exists in the agreement and disagreement

among lutherans on altar fellowship. Close communion is advocated

891p1a,
0114,
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for those who are in the fellowship of the Body of Christ. Since
by definition this should include all Lutherans, the desire was
expressed for open ¢ommunion for Lutherans at Lutheran altars.
Hew Testament Theology, and not past practice, 1s called on to -
direct the future thinking on this matter. Suggestions for future
thinking on this and other theological matters are anxiously await-
ed to be forthcoming from the newly established Department of
Theology. &n answer to the speclfic question of altar fellowship
among Lutherens is called for to clear the consciences of clergy=-

men who in actual practice find it advisable to compromise occa=-

sicnally.



CHAPTER V
A SUMMARY AND A CONCERN FOR FUTURE THEOLOGICAL STUDY

The significance of the Lutheran Vorld Federation convention
et Hannover can be said to revolve about the marked degree of ine-
terest shown in giving the work of the Federation a theoclogical
foundation. It was recognized, especially by the section dealing
with theology, that perfect unzaimity on various subjects is lack-
ing among Lutherans today. These are to be studied by the new
Departrent of Theology.

The study presented in the foregoing pages has lifted out the
comments made on the Sacraments of Baptism and the Lord's Supper.

In general it cuon be said that in their discussions of Baptiesm .-
and the Lord's Supper a sound Lutheran theoclogy is evident. Bap-
tism was viewed as an initial sacrament, also for infants,; by which
an unrcgenerate soul is brought to faith. Faith may be lost if it .-
is not nourished by the tlord and by the Holy Supper. The Holy
Supper was instituted by Christ for His followers. He is truly
present in, with, and under the earthly elements giving the bless~
ings of forgiveness of sins, life, and salvation to the believers
and judgment to the unbelievers. Questions were raised but not
answered with regard to the present views on altar fellowship.

For a review of the details treated, the reader is directed to

the "Summary of Findings"l as well as to the several summaries

lgy ra, P be
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concluding the various sections of this study.a

At the beginning of this study attenti:n was called to the
fact that the source material used was limited to include only
the reports and lectures made to the Second Assemrbly of the Luth-
eran YWorld Federation as printed in the book of proceedings of
that conveation.

lievertheless, in addition, muck has been written in the
various publications of the Lutheran World Federation and itse
member churches since 1952. ile direct the reader's attention to
publications of the Germen Naticnpal Committee of the Lutheran
forld Federation in its series entitled, "Theolozische Berichte
iiber die Vollversammlung des Lutherischen Weltbundes: Hannover,
1952, Ia thut geries the work of Section I (Theology) was care-
fully analyzed by Dr. “Wilheim Andersen. Sources from the Hannover
conveniion, which he considers importznt and on which he draws for
hie material, include: (a) lectures on theology; (b) the discus-
gions of the same; (¢) official preparatory work for the sectional
meetingzs; =2nd {(d) essays read before the plenary sessions.3

He says that the center of Lutheranism is always Jesus Christe-

the ILiving l'Jord,‘l and that the aim of the Hannover convention was

lSll 'Sy Pe 6.
2ou ra, pp. 27, 34, 41, 48, 54, 63.
>y11helm Andersen, Das Uirkende Wort: Theologische Berichte

Uber die Vollversammlung des Lutherischen lieltbundes, Hamnover,
1952, Sektion I: Theologie (tillnchen: Evangelischer Presseverband

fir Bayern, 1953), p. 9.
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to find new expression, a new approach, and a studied re-evalua=
tion of the one and commonly accepted Gospe1.5 The work undertaken
there was divided into these parts: (a) The Living Vord; (b) Life
produced by the Living Wordj (c) Responsibility of the Church.6
How Dr. Andersen orgznized his comments on this material is
shown in this reproduction of his table of contents:
Teil I: Das lebendige und das geschriebene Fort.
Teil II: Das lebendige Viort in der liemschwerdunyg, Kreuzigung
und Auferstehung Jesu Christi und die Rechtfertigung
des lienschen.

Teil III: Gesetz und Evangelium.
Teil IV: Das in der Predigt, in der Taufe und im Heiligen

Abendmahl wirksam werdende Yort.

Teil V: Das lebendige liort als Ursprung und ‘eg der Eirche.7

In conjunction with our study here, section four of the outline
above iz of apecial interest to us because it discusses Baptism and
the Lord's Supper. Andersen devotes most of his comments to the
coantents and resultant discussions of papers by Prof. Eric Wahlstrom
from the United States of America and Prof. Reidar nauge'zrom Norway.
Comnments by men such as Dr. Werner Elert of Erlangen, President Stolz
of Australia, and President Behnken of The Lutheran Churche-=Missouri
Synod are inserted and analyzed.

From these essays and their discussions it became very evident

that not only is there a lack of harmony between Lutheram and Re-

formed thinking but also a gap exists between the thinking of some

>Ibid., p. 13.
GIbid-| P 1"‘.
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Lutherans on the questions raised.a Discussion en doctrinsl
issues such as those had at Hannover, both fcrmal and informal,
as well as the discussion evoked by publications is one of the
contributions the Lutheran World Federatioa is wakxing to the theo-
logical thought of Lutherans today.

In looking to the future, attention is czlled to the wholesome
attitude of those men who dealt with the theological issues at the
Second Assembly and to their concern for future study, expressed in

the words:

Section I wishes to express its gratitude to the Aszembly for
resolving to establish a Department of Theology. This actien
makes it possible to inaugurate the kind of study program which
The Lutheran World Federation and all its member churches
greatly need.

in recoumending the study document and the supplementary na-
terial to the churches for careful study, we wish to thank
our God once more Tor our onencess in faith, a oneness which
is based on the Scriptures and our Coniessions. The living
Christ is the same, yesterday, today, and in sll eternity;
and His Vord abides forever. 3But our life, our human exist-
ence is subject to constant change, and each generation must
give its own response to the call of God. Our study document
would like to serve cur present generation as a stimulus,
during these derilous and fateful days, to consider the real
meaning of our faith and to testify of our Savior Jesus Christ
by word and deed.?

For those persons interested further in the work of the Luthe-
gran VYorld Federation, attention is called to the fact that in

1950 a publications center, presently comnected with the Departmeat

Sij.dog Pe 80.

Frne Proceedings of the Second Assembly of the Lutheran World
Federation, edited by Carl E. Lund-Quist (Gunzenhsusen, Bavaria:
Buchdruckerei Riedel, 1952), p. 116,
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of Theolozy, was established at the federation headguarters irn
Geneva, "to stimulate theological study by giving the largeat
poszidle dissemination of availeble theological litaral:ure."lo

Ignquiries for informstion are to be addressed to the Executive

Secretary, 17 route cde Halagnou, Geneva, Switzerland.

10z, Pneodore Bachmann, Epic of Faith: The Backgrocund of the
Second Assembly of the Lutheran World Federation, 1952 (Hew York:

The National Lutheran Council, 1952), D. 35
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