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set forth the corfessional basis of the Lutheraa Yorld Convention
seeing, "especially in the unaltered Augsburg Confession and
Luther?s Small Catechism, a pure exposition of thes iord of Gnd."5
Two comments by men who were there indicate the spirit of
that first gathering. 3fgderblom said:

e have net come tegether to organize ourselves, but to
edlify onc another and to ztrengthen one another in our
common feaith., UWithin Christianity as z whole, it is our
special mdicsclon as Lutherans to cultivate the strength of
the inner lifc.®

In sumslinz up his impresszions of the Iutheren Yorld Con-
ventiocn, Pr. tbel Ross Ventz~-the only one of the eighteen
American delegates still living and who is today (1952) the
active Vice-President of the Lutheran Vorld Federation=-de=
c¢lared that, "the Convention by the grace of God has a=
chicved success beyond the most sanguine hopes of those ia
whose hearts the idea « « «» was born'. He therefore be=
lieved that, "a glorious future lies before our Lutheran
Church « « ¢ HMany of us go away from this first Tutheran
fiorld Conveation with high hopes that what has here been
done is really the beginning of a new period in the history
of the Evangeliczl Lutheran Church."7

The direction that the mutual edification took can be seen
in the worl: of the Lutheran World Convention as it served the
needy through organized relief. Sxpression of the progress and
intention for fubture work was given ip the next meeting held at
Copenhagen ir 1929. One of the resolutions made there says:

In all its work of serving love the Lutheran Torld Conven=-
tion and its committees shally, so far as the means are

|




12
available, assist the needy and deserving churches of
the faith, without respect to race, lenguagc, or poli-
tical aligament.
Gf this snd similar resclutions it has been saild:
In these resolutions lics the basis for the vast progran
of relief and rehabilitulion undertsken since World ar II
by the Lutheran World Federation, the eventual successor
of the ifmtheran Vorld Conventicn.?
The noxt mecting at PFaris in 1936 waos iumportzat because it
estublished the office of Zxecutive Secretary--ir. Hanns Lilje
becane its first incunbent--and beczuse it recozmended that the

Lutheran Churchez of the vorld

should proceed with united front in their relations with

ecumanical Christian movements, general co-operative or-

gpenizaticns, or Christizn churches claimirg universality.

They chould agree among thomselves as to their united

participestion or non-participation. o

Becazuse World War IXI fell upon the world at this time the
1940 meeting, iantended for Fhiledelphia, was never held. Despite
the chaotic conditions of the world, work of the Lutheran World
Convention bore fruit during those yezrs. It resulted in efiorts

toward the formation ©of a new organization by an augmented Xxecu-

tive Committee of the resurrected Lutheran Vorld Coanvention at

8I-‘roceerlin s of The Lutheran forld Federuztion Assembly,
Lund, Sweden zPhiladelphia= The United Lutherzan Publicetion

Iiouse’ 191;05, P 127.

gﬁilbert A., Thiele, "The Svangeliczl ILutheran Synodical
Conference of North America and its relations to the Hcumenical
lMovement in the Lutheran World Federation and the Vlorld Council
of Churches,” (unpublished dissertcotion in the possession of the
author, St. Louis, Missouri), p. 148.

loﬁadhmnnn. op. Citey Po 15.
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Uppsala, Sweden, in 1946.11 From past exzperience Lutherans had
learned that a more permanent type of organization was needed.
To that end the Lutheran YWorld Federation was formed at Lund,
Sweden, in 1947. From the constitution adopted we see its pur-
poeas expressed in active verbm, ''to bear united witness, to cul-
tivate unity, te promote fellowship, to foster participation, to
support, to develope a united approach « .« . .“12 The nature anﬁ
surposz of the new body was defined as
a free association of Lutheran churches. It shall have no
power to legislate for the churches belonging to it, or to
interfere with their complete autonomy, but shall act aa
their agent in such matters as they assign to it.1l3
The doctrinal basis upon which member churches took their stand
wes acknowledged ass
The lloly Secriztures of the Cld end Hew Testument as the
only source and the infallible morm of all church doctrine
axnd prectice, and . . « the Confessions of the Lutheran
Church, especiszlly the unaltered Augsburg Confession and

Luthez'a Catechisnm, as a pure exposition of the Word of
GDd-l

In addition to organizing as a federation with a constitu-
tion, these major items were given attention:

(1) a2 theology section discussing ways and means of "con-

fessing the trutb in a confused world"; (2) am evangelisn,

stewardship, missions, reconstruction and inter-church aid
section discussing The Lutherar Church "performing her

1lrp38., pe 10.

121bido s Po 16.

137p5d., p. 10.

h1pid., pe 1l.
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mission in a devastated world"” amnd (3) a group discussing
practical problems under the theme "facing the problems
of a troubled world."”l5
A final word from the Assembly at Lund says,

The federation of the Lutheran Churches of the world has
now become a reality. Based on solid Scriptural founda=-
tions, it has boen formed in Christian faith and love.

This brings to fulfilment at last a great dream that for
centuries has lived in the hearts of Lutheran people ¢« « = o«

16
The organizational structure under which the Lutheram World
Federation operates is such that "The Assembly, which meets every
five years, is the highest organizational anthority.“17 It elects
a president and members of an executive committee and appoints
special commissions, national committees, and acministrative
departments at the Federation headquarters.la Bishop Hanns Lilje
vas elected president at Hannover for the present five=year perioad
and Carl E. Lund-Quist continues to serve as executive secretary.
%e wish to stress at this point the important place given to
theology in the Lutheran World Federation. Shortly after its or-
ganization at Lund a department of Theology was created. It was
authorized officially by the Executive Committee in July of 1951,
and played a vital role in the 1952 convention at Hamnover. The
following comments by Theodore Bachmann in his Epic of Faith, a

monograph writtem to show the background of the Second Assembly

1§Ibidc' Pe 10,

161144, p. 11.

17¢bid., p. 15.
18 p1d., po 23
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of the Lutheran VWorld Federation, voice a genuine concern to keep
theology in the center of all Lutheran Vorld Federation work:

Theology 1s the starting point of co-operation among Lutherans.

Their doing of things together presupposes a theolecgical con-

sensus which, in turn, reflectsz long sdherence to a specifi-

cally evangelical heritage==born of the Reformation and con=-
veyed primavrily through the unaltercd Augsburg Confesasion aad

Luthexr's Catechism, Lutheraans thus have a ccmmon treasure

which helps to shape their theological thought ard give them

an overall likemindedness which is perhaps unique in Pro-
testantisw.

With the establishnent of an organization as large as the
Lutherazn World Federation, it was reclized from the gtart that
publicity would be an important item to keep members informed and
zive opnortunity for mutuwal sharing of probloms and interests.
Various publicztions, many of which are no longer in use, have
served that purpose since 1947 including a "News Bulletin” in both
Germezn ané English, a meonthly “Information Service of the Lutheran
%orld Federation," a quarterly "The Lutherzn Yorld Review" and its
Gernan counterpart “Lutherische Uelt Rundschaeun,” a bi-monthly house
organ for EBuropeans called the "[Lutherische Kundechau,!" besides
using the coverage of “Lutheran Quarterly,” “The Lutheran,” and
frequent releases from the Hational ILutheran Council News Bureau
in the United States. The current (1956) publication of the Luth-
eran Vorld Federation is a guarterly eptitled "ILutherarn World” in
English and "Lutherische Rundschau" in German.

Official Lutheran Vorld Federation headquarters have been

estzblished on the campus of the VWorld Council of Churches in

19¢hid., p. 27.
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Geneva, Switzerland, at 17 route de Malagnou. This geographical
locntion kas legal implicaiions because,

As a legal entity, the Federztion is therefore a Swies
organization, and the hope is thot im ysars to come it may
have all the advantages of political neutrality when deal=-
ing with the needs and interestc of a worldwide communion.20

Bafore reviewing the activities of the Second Assembly of the
Lutharan World Federztion at Hannover, Germany, it is fitting to
call. attenticn to the work of Dxecutive Secretary Dr. Sylvester
Clarance ilichelfelder to whom much credit for the organization of
the Hannover Counvention is to be given, At the cluse of the war
in 1945, he was released from his Toledo, Ohic, congregation to
give his services in aiding the distressed. 4His untiring efforts
on behalf of the Lutheran Yorld Federstion, seen at Lund azad re=-
uenbered at Hannover, came to an unexpected end September 30, 1551,
when decth took him., FHis words on the nature of the Lutheran Torld
Pederation are notoworthy:

The Lutheran World Federation is nct an aggrog=tion of

solect individuals. It is zll of us. And what we do or

do not do tozether deterwvines the character of our world-
wide Tellowship.™2l

Eannover Itself

The Second iAssembly of the Lutheran World Federation was in

session from July 25 to August 3, 1952, at Rannover, Germany. Hann-

over is the capital of the German state of lower-Saxony, and the

201b1d-. De 22+

2l1yid., p. 23
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chief city of the former Hanoverian kingdom.

Known for its churchliness and its internmational rather
than purely nationzl interest, as well as for its tradi-
tionally sound evangelical Christianity, Hanover ac a city,
and its surrounding state of lLower-Saxony, present an ate-
tractive setting for the second assembly of the Lutheran
Yorld Federation.22

Nine-tenths of all Lutherzns in the world were represented there
during those days.23
Much wvork went intoc the preparations for the Assembly, at
which delegates from fifty=two churches in tweanty-five countries
representing 50,000,000 Lutherans, czme together.aﬁ More than
140 special trains and uancounted buses were pressed into service
toc bring tens of thousands‘to this "most representative inter-
national conveantion of Lutherans ever held."25
The major itens of business were conducted in the sevea
plenary mcetinzs of the ldssembly held
under the grezt domed ceiling of the Kuppelsall where the
curse of Babel was alleviated by a wireless headphone ar-
rangement which gove delegates and visitors the choice of

hearing in his own langucge or in one of two simultaneocus
translations.2

221p4d., p. 8.

231bid., p. 7.

Zhﬂational Lutheran Council News Bureau, “The Living Word

in a Responsible Church, Hannover: 1952," The National Lutheran,
XXI (September-October, 1952), 13.

25Paul M. Bretscher, "Assembly of the Lutheran liorld Feder-
ation at Hannover, July 25 to August 3: Impressions and Observa=-
tions of an '0fficial Visitor'," (unpublished report in the pos-
session of the author, St. Louis, Missouri), p. 1.

zsnartin H. Franzmann, "Missouri and the Lutheran World
Federation," The Lutheram Witmess, April 1%, 1953, p. 124,
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S8ix sectionzl study grouns henrd and discussed many lecturess and
osseys crystellizing thelr findings in roports to the Assombly.

Heoting simultaneously with the regular convention were the
cocventionz of both the Iutheran youth ané the Lutheran women.

A varicty of special events was offered toc cccupy the atten=
ticn of all including such attractions ce the world premler of the
Ziinm "The Obedient Tebely" the tlagner College Cholr, the Bachk Choir
ol Hannovor, ayctery and rorality plsys, poectry reading, crgan cone-
corba, lectures, niccionarien® reporis, song festivale and rallies.
“he offices of HMatips und Veepers were prayed doily at the Niedor-

guehsenhalle. Other services were coumducted in the various churches

agcording o the rites of represeatative Imtheran communions. Holy
Communion woas celsbroted under the auwspices of the local congrege=
vicnse Visitors ond delegates viere invited to these celsbrations.
Tuenty-£four "offlcial visitors' representing The Lutherzn

Churche=llisgouri Synod viere in attcndancz at the canvantion.27
Jocitive witners and exprecsion of faith was given not only by
thoir presence but alsc by their several contributions to discus=-
sionc both ferral and informel. DUr. J. Y« Behnlken, president of
The Luthcrarn Church-=iiissourl Symod, read a »repared statemeat to

28

Section T (Tacology) on July 29. The twenty-four man delegation
mot reguluerly throughout the days of the convintion to discuss what

they were hoarirg and seeinug. An excerpt from the written impres-

27The Froceedings of the Sccond Asscembly of the Lutheran World
Federation, edicd by Carl E. Lund-"uist (Gunzeuhausen, Bavaria:

L:chdruckerei Riecel, 1952), ». 192.

2GBrotscher, Ope Citey Pe Do
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sions of oxme of the.official observers =i thz close of the con~
vention followss:

when we shall have read the official reports, when we shall
be able to view the convention from a vantage point where
thers will he no mors ahing and ohizg but only the sincsre
desire te speak in the fear of God who is the Judge of all,
even then the writer of these impressions will be compellsd
to rogicter the following observatiouns: (1) The Hernover
corvention was marked by a geruine efiort to glorify the
namne of God and the 3avior Jesus Christ above every other
name that is named; (2) The convention attempted to do its
zslk in the fear of the Lord of the Church; {(3) The conven-
tion sounded forth over and over again the privilege and
»esponsibility oi the Lutheran Church to oring the saving
Gospel of Jesus Christ to all men; (&) The convention, in
its report of Section I (Theology), confessed clearly and
boldly, in the face of current errors, the great and im-
perishable truths of Scripture snd of the Lutheren Confes-
oions regarding the person of Jesus Christ, the reccncil-
iation which He effected by His sacrifice on Calvary, His
bodily resurrection, His return to glory, the nature of the
Christian Church, the Sacraments of Holy Baptism and Holy
Communions (5) The convention sought to include in its
purview 211 basic activities of the Church which faith in
the Living Lord and in liis Gospel produces.29

Significance of Hannover

The importance of the 1952 Lutheran World Federatign Con=-
vention cannot be accurately stated at this early date. Tever-
theless, we would like to offer this one thought as being sig-
nificant, i.e., the high degree of intorest and concern over
theology. This was shown by the interest of members present in
the work of Section I which dealt with theology, by their iaterest

in the new Department of Theology and its duties, and by the

291bid., p. 2.
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expression of need for a "clarification of the basic theological

20

issues’ by sever:l oif the comuittees reporting on their work,
especially by the mean acquuinted with missions.

It is interesting to note from the introductory remarks to
the proceedings that "the central message of the Gospel--the
forgiveness of sins, for Christ's salse-~formed the basis of
all « « & deliberations."’l

One could not expect definitive statements on theological
isgues but it is encouraging to see that Section I faced its
responiibilities, sdudtting "that on a number of subjects there
is among us ueither perfect unanimity nor sufficient clarity,"32
andé recommended that theso itcems '""be studied within the churches
of the Lutheoran Vorld Federatiun.“33 Its prayer is stoted as
followus:

Cur onepess is God's gift to us. May our lLord, this is

our prayer, grant us in the years to come a deepered ap-

precliation of our fellowship, and also the strangth to

practice our omeness within the Lutheran churches every-
where, in obedience to the Scripturcs and our Confessions.

And may ithe new Dep-ritment of Theology and the modest cog—

tribution o our Section also serve this high purpose."3

Ve now take up a study of what was said at Hannover concern=-

ing the Sacraments of Baptisa and the Lord's Supper.

onlund-Quist' op. cit-| Pe 8.

3l1bid., pe 7e

’2Ibid., p. 116.



CHAFTER IIX
A STUDY ON THE SACRAMENT OF BAPTISHM
A Mark of Separation

The Sacrament of Holy Baptiem is & maric of separation. In
hizs report on "Lutheran Ethics and Lutheran Missionary Practice"
Gustav StHhlin, Professor of New Testament Theology in thé Uni-
versity of Erlangen, relates that missionaries in India have dif-
ficulty with some of the well educated Hindus.l They refuse to be
baptized into the Christian religion because they recognize Baptism
a5 a mark of division. For them to be baptized means first that
they become members of oac of the many so-called Christian denom-
inations found in India today. Rather than belong to a small de=
noninstion they prefer to think of themselves as menbers of a
world wide fellowship of disciples who believe in Christ but are
not yet baptized. Such truth of denominational division within
Christianity is tragic and we can sympathize with the Hindus® point
of view. But they also see a second mark of division in Baptism.
They recognize the fact that the full implications of Baptism
divides them from their beloved Hinduism and demands a total re-
nunciution of all pagan elements. The truth of this radical breask

with all other philosophies of life is the very point we wish to

lrne Proceedings of the Second Assembly of the Lutherzn World
Federation, edited by Carl E. Lund-Quist (Gunzenhausen, Bavaria:

Buchdruckerel Riedel, 1952), p. 66.
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make here with regard to Bentism co a mark of senaration.
The separation is one iruv: a former way of life domimnated
by sin and entrancc iato a aew life in Christ. Anders Hygren,
Bishop of Lund-and foomur preside:nt of the Luther:a ilorld Feder-
aticn, in his keynote addrese, "Thk: Iliving Word in a Mesponsible
Church,' says it thls iuy:
We are orsranlted into Christ Ly our Bapilsn. By cur natural
birt!. ve are mule merbore of the human race; as such we
shere the siniulness and decr,s which are the inescapable
destiny of all merind., But by our new birth we are receiv-
ed into the .embership of th:> neow human rzce which iz desig-
nated as the Body of Christ, srd as such we :share His right=-
eousaess and His liic. We zre, as the apostle expresses it,
planted together vith Christ, we "coalcsce" vith Fim, in the
li-e.ess of His death nnd iz trs likeness ¢f Pic resurreciion
(Romn 635)' » o o .2
Beiri; planted with Christ separates tho Christian from his
former lire of %otzl suinission to Satan and all his uicked wayss
It is this same scoparation from the old life of which th: theology
geciion re vt inyot
The Iiv pg Word gives rightecusness and life to the sinner
ur-der co.idumnation of death. Deatk no longer rules over
ki1, eternmal life begins, he is borrn irom above.
Phis re:: birth tites place in beptism « « ¢« »

hat is meant by the new birth is aptly exrressed in these words:

Sinful man 3> born vato etermel life ia Jesus Christ in
that "is cld, self-sovereign life of sin dies with Christ
oL the Crosz, =nd a new life, a life ol feithful devoticn
to Chriit in raicsd with Christ from the dead. Baptisnm is
the new Lirth becuuse it means & 'ing and rising with Christ.

albido' P 46.
SIbidc' Pe 126. ;
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"le were buried tlirsiore with him throu;: baptism into
death thet like a5 Christ was raised from the dead through
the glory of the Fathcr, so we alco siight walk in newness
of life" (Rem. 6:4).%

Having established these prelimincry thoughts cn Baptisn as
o marl of seperztion from ar old life and entrance into life in
Cbhrist, we proceed to the Sacrament itself. Ve shcll be corcerned
with ito origin, its administration and benefits, faith and Baptism,
inlant Baptis:y, falling out of baptismal grace, and the responsi-

bility of the Church in Brptism.
Tke Ori_in of Baytism

In the sense that the Sacrament of Baptism is a means of
grace 1 e could say its origin in point of time is with God in
eter:ity. Peter Eruurer, Frofersor of Systematic Theology in the
University of Heidclberg, in his article "Our Church Service."5
mz' 25 “he poimt that before one can truly worship ke must have ex-
perienced 2 change in kis life. This chenge becciics & reality for
men today in B:ptiz- but it was plzwned already by God long ago.
He say=:

Iong o9, long before you were borm, Jesus had received you
as o me. bur of His Body, taken your guilt upon Himself, and
redgecus! your 1lifc. But now, since you have been born,

the things which were realities in Him, must become actual
roiticz also in your present bodily existence. This has
b.2n ccomplisihed in your Baptism. Your Baptism means that
you, as a b-ing with physical existence, have an actual
share in Jesus' deuth, and that you, as a being with physical

'*Ibid'.
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