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CHAPTER I
PIONEERS OF LUTHERANISM IN NEY ZEALAND

The Lutheran Church has been represented in New Zea—
land for more than a century, yet membership today is
smaller than it was some fifty years ago. Thie fact is
of importance to every man called to work in this Domin—
iony, es he is confronted with the fact that the many who
have precceded him, while having given of their best, have
little to show for their years of labour. What is more
natural than for the new worker to ask; "Will the record
of my work show the seme lack of progress as has been re-
vealed in the past?®

However, before any reasons can be advanced for this
apparent stationariness of the Church in this Dominion,
it is essential that we be able to peruse the history of
the Lutheran Church in this countrye. Although various men
have left some record of their efforts, no attempt has
been made so far to put these faects into their logical
sequence. It is obvious that before any comments can be
made on methods of work or improvements suggested, such
an historical background is necessarye. It is the aim of
this thesis to present simply the facts connected with
the historical development of the work of the Lutheran
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Church in New Zealand. This presentation will enable the
matter of methods to be more fully considered and with a
greater degree of accurscy. In the present work we shall
endeavour to give merely historical facts without enter-
ing into subjectiive Judgments as to the methods and pro-
cedure adontede.

The perisd up to the turn of the nineteenth century
will be covered in full so that the work of g1l Lutherans
is revicwed. Lowever in covering the activities of the
Lutheran Church in this Dominion from the year 1900 to
1950 we shell concern ourselves primarily with the work
oi the “vangelical Lutheran Concordia Conference in Mew
Zeasland. At the close of thic material a chapter will be
devotei to the position of czome of the leading denomina-
tions es recorded in the Government statisticse. 'here
poselble these figurcs will be compared with the figures
presented in the reports of these denominationse.

“hile the Tutheran Church is today largely an un—
known Church in thlis country, the introduction of Luther-
anism to llew Zealand Jates back to early immigrant days.
The setting up of a GCovernment, acceptable to laori and
European, was achicved in 1840 and since that time, insplte
of disasterouvus wars end misunderstanding over land sales,

European and lizori interests have been malntained under
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British lawe. In 1812 the Reverend Marsden arrived in New

Zealand as the first white misslonary to preach amongst
the‘ liaori people. lle was a menber of the Wesleyan Churche.
8ince that time othor denominations have also worked
among the original inhabitants so that todsy Maoris in
gereral at least cloim some nominal Church membershipe.

The first Tutheran representatives to work in the
Dominion_l were comnissioned by the North Cerman lilssionary
Society. 1I% was on December 26, 1842, thaet the small
vessel, the "Saint Paull", left Hamburg for llew Zealand
carrying missionavies J. H. F. Vohlers and J. C. B:lgmen—
schreider togother with assistents Heine and Trost.
The ship also carried about 120 immigrants from various
parts of Cermany as Yohlers comuenteds "there were
Catholics from Bavaria, Unionists from Prussia, Lutherans,
Reformed, and a few Baptists from the North. W

The ghip ervived at lielson and the passengers dls—
embarked on the 16th of June, 1843. The missionaries and
their lay-helpers imnediately set out to establish them-

: ;
J. H. F. Wohlers, ligmories of the Life of J. H. X.
, translated by John Houghton (Dunedin: Otago
imes and ‘/itncss liewspapers Coes 1895)s Do 40e
2
Ibid.

<
Ibldes pPe 47
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selves on the land purchased by the North German Mission-

ary Sociely. This represented one acre in Nelson, fifty
acres in the.neighborhood. and one hundred and fifty in
the ::z::ulrn‘.vy.Lr After much trouble and many herdships, they
begaﬁ to establish themselves on their land, but it was
evident immediately that this location wae quite unsuit-
able as a base of operations for Maori missicn worke It
must be remembered that these missionaries were sent,
not to wminister to the immigrents, but specifically to
undertake work amongst the Maoris. In the Nelson area
other wissionaries had elready established mission posts
and the number of liaoris living there at the time was not
large. 'ohlers observes that just as they were unwilling
to give up their independence, similarly they hed no de-
sire to interfere in the fields of othera. But how were
they to locate new Tields? They were advised to "eruise
eround liew Zealend" end Tind another center. Cood advice
end so simple as Yohlers admits, except for the fact that
they hed no funds for the passage money'.5

%e can best imagine the thoughts which passed
through the minds of these men when we remember that
from the out-set Wohlers had doubts as to the wisdom of

N
SIb;ﬁo’ Pe G8.
Ibid., pe 66.
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selecting New Zealand as a field of labour. He gave as

his recason that 1t was "well known that the English
missionaries, after long and apparently unsuccessful
efforts had von over the hearis of the nmetives %o Christ—

lanity’e On the other hand Wohlers hed resolved Trom the

begimming that the Yissionary Soclety "Had tg decide for

us vhere ouvr labours smong the heathen lay"s It was be-
canse of thilp kknowledre thnt he could not "get rid of the
1de::z that as Mew Zealand had become a British colony and
Britieh settlera werec golng thore, that we should oppesr
to be mectarian iutruders',

However, for some monthe they remained in the Nelson
and Lover lontere areas and attcmpted to establish some
form of mission headquariters on the land of the Society.
Vhile wmaking these atiempts they had to undergo many
herdships, elso beecause of the freguent floods which
swept over their holding. lMany of the immigrants were
also experiencing trisls as the ew Zealand Company, un—
der whoge program they hed come, had collapsed so that 1t
was wmost difficult for meny of them to find sufflicient
work in this aresc. For this reason quite a rumber of the

settlers took chip for Australia. Henee when another

6
7;[.’.1.@-: Pe 37«
Zbides Do 3Ce

(VS Ly gy




6
group of immigrants arrived in September, 1844, on thaa
"Skiold", meny of them lePt immediately for Austrelia.

Fortunciely for these Lutheran missionaries, the
chief surveyor of the New Zealand Company, who seems to
have hed headquerters at Nelson, took sn interest in the
work which they had been commissioned to do. He invited
‘iohlers to accompany him on a trip of exploration to the
south of the South Island where he hoped to find suitable
lend for immigrents who were to come from Scotland. So
i1t was that ‘iohlers, without funds, setout onboard the
schooner "Debora" in February of 1844 1norgnr to find a
suitable field of labour among the laoris.

The first plece he examined was the Banks Peninsula
area. Here he was well received by the liaori people but
he refrained from masking this his field of labour because
he felt that as other church authorities moved into the
area, "as is their custom, they would have greeted and
treated me in a friendly manner" but this “friendship
would have had the aim of incorporating us into thelr
Church end that personally I did not desire." Wohlers
also remarks, "I love Christianity as the Bible teaches
it which included all disciples of Jesus but I cannot

=3

gm]mm%? Zealsnd (Christchurch: Horace
Jd. He;%s!nbtd. Y 19 'g‘?,%-

Wohlera, ODe. su-, Te 8“-
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bear %o be in an exclusive Church co-erced by humen
rules™, his approach to Church 1ife had a profound in-
fluence ?g the Tuture of the mission work established by
YVohlers.

The Island of Ruapuke, which is sltuated Just south
of the South Island, was then suggeeted as a possible
base for wmiscion oporations. This island has an area of
elght by four miles but while small in size 1t was at
the same time the residence of distinguished chiefs and
& gathering place of the southern liaoris. Wohlers was
rowed ashore by the pilot, a kr. Palmer, who explained
to the limoris that he had brought e missionary who would
remain with theme “he possessions of 'ohlers were also
landed. Thoy were a portmanteaus two woollen rugs, a foul=
ing plece, a little axe, a handsaw, a sack of flour, and
gome aal‘!:."Sure:Lw; this may be called the bare essentials
ag we also remember that contact with the outside world
vies very spasmodic and uncertain.

The condltions under which ¥hhlers was forced to
live were exiremely crude while hardships were the order
of the day. To make matters worse he was soon to learn

that "“the battle of the churches" had already been brought

10
";us-. Pe 96

M.. Pe 101,
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to these folk. They were divided into Wesleyan and Church
of England groups without either party understanding the
reasons for such a d:!.v;l.aion.12 Such conditlons brought
sorrow to 'iohlers and at the some time made him deter-
mined that,"without founding a Church of any particular
denomlnation — neither Lutheran, Reformed, Anglican nor
Viesloyan," he would go to work in "the neme of Christ,
bringing souls to him". So we find that because of the
personal sporoach of Vohlers to his missgion f;ork. and
because of the problems facing him in his newly chosen
fileld of labour, he made no attempt to establish "a per—
manent mission otation' of the Horth German iilsslionary
Society".13 His first house measured fifteen by nine
feet and haé a thatched roof, while in 1846 he erected
a Church with the help of the liaoris.

After Vohlers left the Nelson area Riemenschnelder
also sei out in quest of a sultable area where a mission
station could be founded. It was in August of 1844 that
he setout for the Lake Taupo area in the North Island as
i1t hod been sugpested that this might prove a sultable
field. After landing at Mokau he went inland following
the liokau river. Here he met Schnackenburg who had been

12
13mgo’ De 105.
m. 9 DPe 1560
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brought up as a Lutheran but was now serving with the
Yesleyans. Ile seve Riemenschneider several laori guides
vho were to help him reach the Tampu ores. On the way
some of these men threatened to desert Riemenschneider
but fortunately one of the Meoris remained loyal and
saved the dey for the mismionarye. When they reached the
settloment of Motukararm the Maoris living in the area
urged Rlemenschnolder 4o remain and to establish his
mlgsion station in thelr ridst, at the same t inform=—
ing him that the Roman Catholies had already undertaken
vorik ne -y Taupo. Afier spending some days in the area
thls place wan chosen =8 a permanent mission headquarters.
Towards the ond of 1844 Trost came over to join in the
eatablishment of the missian.m Unfortunately for these
men 1t was not meny years before the number of inhabl-
tants remeining in the area was so small that a new field
had to be found. The lMaoris had been steadily drifting
into settlements closer to those areas where towns were
being established by the 1mnigrants.15 .

It was in 1846 that Riemenschneider setout for New
Plymouth in order to find a mew location for his mission.

14
de C. Riem chneider, Ein D -
m&u&sm Heu Eg_:?_ﬁag (B:'em:m: lﬂ.]garloE, 1&95%. Pe U6
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While in New Plymouth he met the Reverend Turton of the
Vesleyan Church who sugiested the Taranakl area as a
posslble field of labuur.16 Although at Tirst doubtiul
as to the suitebility of this field, after he hsd made
a survey, he decided %o transfer and chose Varea as the
headquarters for his new f{ield. It was in Sepiember of
1846 that he left Motukarsmm for Yarea, being followed a
short time efter by hie assistant Troste

While “ereé wen hle headguarters, he =2lao could reach
a good number of ligoris who lived in the surrounding area.
He esiimuted the number of Vaorie within his reach to be
some twelve-~hundred persone.17 The iiaoris planned s wal=—
come for Riemenscimelider at which they requested him to
give a lengthy dissertation om luthere These folk had al-
ready had some contact with missionaries and so hsd some
ides of the Reformotion. This discussion went on so long
that finally Rliemsnschnelder asked that the discussions
be brought to a close for this, the firat night, to which
tho Haoris replied; "Tesccher, we would not have thought of
sleep even if your speech had lasted all night."18

In contrast to his former field, Ricmenschnelder

16

171b;d-’ De 53'

18&1@" De 56.
ibid., p. 57.
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11
here found good scope for his work so that at the end of
the first year he listed 234 persons under his care in
thirtecn v111a{509.19

On the 17th. March, 1847, Trost joined Riemenschneid-
er at the "area mission station. It was immediately evi-
dent that Trost was a seriously sick man. Severe home—
slckness, and the added effect of living in isolation,
had unsettled his mind . There wa;omthing to be done
but %o send Trost back to Europe.

During this time leine had remained in the Nelson
and lisutere arcas. He had continued to serve the imaie—
grant follkt who had settled in the locality. The first
attempts to estoblish a misslon in the Houtere were not
very suvccessful. The Tirst attempt was made on the 26th
of July, 1843 The foundation stone of a Church was lald
on the 16th of June, 1844, but because of frequent floods
this bullding was never completede. In 1845 Helne moved to
llelson where the imnigrant pgf':ple formed a congregation
on the 2th of February,1846. On Harch the 29th, 1846,
thie newly formed congregation called Heine to become

19 &
ZOM. 2 Do 00e

Ibides pe G2,

21
Je e Co Heine, "Personal Diary? Unmpublished
Diary in the posaesaic.m of lrs. Heine, Upper lioutere,
New Zealand.
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their Pastor. The call was accepted bgz h!.m and later he
was ordained and installed by Wohlers. Mr. Tuckett
presented the immigrants in the NHelson area with a large
house which thg._g converted and used for school and wor-
ship purposes.

Wohlers continued to conduct a single handed strug-—
gle on Ruspuke in order that his mission station might be
established. In these early years he received no support
from the iiission Society at home and so the few purchases
he was forced to make, ran him into debt. Fortunately lir.
Tuckett remembered "ohlers and gave him assistance from
time to 1;:.7::::.2)4 Towards the eclose of 1848, an assistant,
Abraham fionore, was sent out from Europe. But matters
were not made eessier when 1t was revealed that he had
been sent out without any form of support. When Yohlers
aske¢ Honore the reason for this strange action, he was
informed that back in Europe the members of the iilsslion—
ary Society commonly held the opinion that New Zealand
required no support and gg all availsble help was direct-

ed to the work in Indis. This was a severe blow for

22
23‘a'l'°h.101'83 OPRe _gu-, Pe 177-
a'm., Pe 175.
Zblde., p. 163.
25

m- » Pe 170,




13

Viohlers. At the same time he had been reguested by the
Heciclenburg Church to ordain Heine at Nelson, but no
funds were sent so that he might undertake the tripe.
However he decided to undertake the journey, leaving 1t
to God to provide @s he felt 1t wos also necessary for
something to be donme in regard to support for his mission
work, "hile at Vellingzton, on his’ way to Helson, he met
Volkner who had just arrived from Europe for the purpose
of sssisting Riemenschneider. # V‘ohlers proceeded to HNHel-—
son where he ordeined J. V. C. llcine according to the
Havburg Titvrsy, taking as his text for the occaslon
II Corinthians 5:19-20, The ordination and installation
of Heine took pluce on August 12th, 1849. On September
9th of the ssme year, Heine married lilss A. C. Ii. Bense—
marn with Vohlers conducting the ceremony. The Helson
folk collected goods which they geve to Yohlers in order
to lend aoﬁe assistance to his wc:»:l.-lf;.28

On the return trip he met his old friend Riemen—
schneider at Vellington. It was flve years since they
had parted to found their respective mission stations.
Besides meeting hic old fkiend, Wohlers also made a new

26
2722!.2-: De 1730

zaIde.’ De 175«
Heine, op. clt.,
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friend who was to assist him at his mission post until
his death. This person was a widow by the name of Mrs.
Elslie Palmor. ‘ohlers had been given a letter of intro-—
duction to this good lady by a lirs. Cre=d, the wife of
a YWesleyan miscionary. Although they had not met previous—
ly, “ohlers mode to her a proponal of merriesge. He re-
cords that at first she hesitated, reminding him that
this thought of their merriage had not originally been
thelr idea, where-upon Wohlers agreed but added that "it
is good, marriazes are made by the angels in heaven, and .
lrge Creed is as good as an angel." This spparently had
the deslred effect as “ohlers returned to Ruapuke accom=—
panied by his aife.zg

iisfortune struck them soon after they had returned
to the misglon when the house which had not long been
completed was utterly destroyed by Tire. At the same
time his librarvy was lost and as he realised that he
would never be able to replace it, he kmew that it was
the end of a work he loved so well, the study of the an—
clent languagzes. ilis wife was a blessing to him in his
work as she spplied herself to the task of uplifiing the
Maoris with determination and success. At this time the

29
Vohlers, ope Clte, Pe 179
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liissionary Scclety began sending out artisans to the mis—
8ion stations so that the native peoples might be taught
some trade. BDut the trouble lay in this that the Maoris
had little or no money %o pay for these services. On the
other hand the white setilers sought after these men and
paid them well for their work. The result was that soon
the plan fell through as the artisans asked to be releas-
ed for other euployment o:-i':fer:l.ng.jo In 1855 Homore went
to work on hlis owm at Stewart Island, while in 1859 he
moved to the Jacobs River area. o

In the meantime Riemenschneider continued working
in the Taranaki field. There were many hardships and diff=-
leulties to face yet in it all he could still say, "how
vonderfully and graciously the Lord hath dealt with me".
He had algo taken to himself a wife. She was the eldest
deughter of e missionary Yoon who also worked in Taran—
aki. At the time of their marriage on October 24th, 1849,
she was only sixteen years of sge. Nevertheless she prov—
cd a worthy help-meet to him both in this field and in
the fields in which he was to spend his last years. In

recalling the experiences of labours at this time he com=

- 188
31M- s De .
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mented, "He tries His servants in the fire of affliction;
but then stretches i‘gzth His hand snd sends help where it
was least exnected.

In hie work smonget the Maoris, he often had to re-
peat the words of the Apostle, that these people had the
appearance of Godlinesa, but that they denied the power
thereof., le worked hard at esteblishing schools for both
the children and ndults, but his efforts on the whole
were unsuccessful. iflls chlef problem was that of a com—
plete indifference amongst his pupils towards study.
Another cocuse of trouble was that various Haoris had set
themselves up as "Prophets”. These men usually mixed
something of Christien belief wvith their old heathen be-
liefs and tried to stir up strife between the white set-
tlers and the Maoris. =t

Yhen Volkner ceme, it appears that at firat they
divided the Taranail field, so that while they both work-
ed in the Taranalkl area they were independent.

Howevers at this time the Taranakl war broke out
over the question of land sales. This was in 1860. At
first Ricmenschnelder acted as peace-moker between the

pa— e 1

32
Ssm.emenachneider » ODe Cites De 69
3!'&!9.-: De T2.
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Maoris and white aettlera.35 But after some time the Gov—
ernor requested Riemenschneider to leave Warea as he con—
sidered 1t could well become the central battlefield ':l.n
this trouble.go On the other hand the members of his con—-
gregation among the ilaori people pleaded that he should
stay with them. After much consideration he decided to
take his family to Nelson and then to return himself to
Warea. On his return he reccived perhaps the most crush-
ing blow of his 1life, for he was not given permigsion by
the laoris to remain. "“hen Riemenschneider was away many
other ileoris hadé moved into the area, and all the liaoris
had an equal sey in the question as to whether he be allow-
ed to remain with them or not so that many who were openly
hostile 10 Christisnity demanded that he must leave them.
Later, when one of the kaoris heard that Riemenschneider
had died, he remarked that they had killed him when they
refused him permission to continue work in their nd.dat.3
It could well be.

Volknor slso was affected by these conditions of unm~

rest and war in Taranakki. On the other hand the reasons

D

bid., p. 100.
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for his transfer to the Church lissionary Society of New
Zealand are not very clear. It is possible that the mat—
ter of support was one of the chief reasons. His trans-
fer took plece soon after his arrivel as he was with the
Church liissionary Society already in 1852. He served at
Harsetai, was married to Emma, daughter of “illiam Ian—
fear of Christian liglford in 1854, was naturaliged in
1857, and in 1858 he was transferrcd to Yaerengahika.
In 18%3 he was ordained a priest in the Church of Eng-
land,

At first, efter leaving Taranaki, Riemenschneider
worked in the MNelson area emong the lizoris. It was not
long beforc he was otf'fered a position by the Society for
the Elevation of the kiasoris in the Otago area.39 He ac~
cepted the position on the condition that his adherence
to the Lutheran Church would not have to be altered, and
slmilarily he desired that his relationship with the ifls~
slonary Soclety back in Zurope should be allowed to re—
main. Since these matters were readlly agreed to, he ac—
cepted the post. Before long he experienced trouble from
the Anglican Bishop at Christchurch who clalmed that the

G. . Scholefield, A Dlctionary %g Hey Zealand
%Lﬁ%’_enhx (Yellinrton: Depsrtment of Internal Affairs,

9o PRED };26.
Ross, op. cite, pe 250.
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40
whole area was under his jurisdiction. Riemenschneider

took the matter to the laoris among whom he was to work
and left the decision with theme. They requested him to
remain at work smong them. Bhortly after the Society for
which he wes working demanded that he sever his connec—
tions comnletely with the European Missionary Societys
Once again he took the matier to the people among whom
he worked and once again the laoris asked him to remain
with them. Thus he broke with the Soclety which Pl"lm O
iginally placed him in Otago in October of 1863.
Riemenschneider became very ill at this time, and
his 0ld friend Wohlers, who mow was not so far distant,
camé over to visit him. Riemenschneider rallied and was
able to continue his worke. Im 1864 he held a memorable
celebretion at the Otago Heads when the Church which
they had just erected was dedicated. Some five—hundred
guests were invited. When the guests sew that the Church
was without an harmonium, they decided to present one
to the Church out of appree!.at:l.oll:afbr the pleasant day
spent at the opening ceremonies. This was a source of

great Joy to the Msoris.

—
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Riemenschneider was not to enjoy the success of his
vwork in this place for long as his health began to fail
again. _It was not long before he was restricted to the
Otago lLeads in hie labours. It was on the 25th of August
in 1866 that thls ploncer Iutheran worker was called to
his cternal rest. iie was buried at Port Chalmers. At his
death the Maoris sald, "Sug!sl a true father and teacher
we shall never see agein'. It 1s of interest that at
this time the North German lissionary Society asked the
Presbyterian Church to teke over this vorke. Yet how strange
that & Tew years later men were sent out from the Hermans—
burg ¥ission in order %o undertake work emongst the laori
people,

Wohlere was still at work on Ruspuke. In 1868 the
Covermment opened a school on the islande As they had
difficulty in sccuring teachers, Yiohlers was placed in
charge of thin wovlke This was a hleseing as it meant that
no longer would he have to do such hard physical toll in
order to earn his living. In 1885, because of failing
health, he resigned snd went to Stewart Island to live
with his danghier who had married a Presbyterian minis-
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ter, the Reverend Wrail. At the sge of seventy-three, he
passed away on Thursday, 7th of liay, 1885. The liaori folk
mourned his passing as one who had been their true friend
and helper. A correspondent of those deys wrote that "it
is very touching, both before and since his death, even
men might be seen kneeling by his bedside and weeping un—
restrainedl.v"'.‘_}le was well termed a "Patriarch" of the
Maori people.

YYohlers evaluated the work done by the North German
lisslonary Soclety as having been done in accordance with
the injunction of Christ, "Let not thy right hand kmow
what thy left doeth". "Phat means", says Wohlers, "to do
good without looking for thanks in a selfish way." A Kis-
sionary Society may well rejoice at the development of
their community from heathendom, and may then consider
1t theirs, even though it no longer needs thelr guldance.
And vhat of the efforts of the North German lissionary
Soclety in New Zealand? Vohlers gives us his answer when
he wrote, with the help of God,'"the raw, stinking heathen
have become changed into civilized Christians" who in "no
respect are inferior to ordinary Christians in old Christ-

endom" and they "considerably surpass the converted native
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of the North Island". 2

Before closing thls section, let us turn to the con-
eluding scemes in the.life of the Reverend Volkner who
hed come io New Zealand to serve as assistant to Riemen-
schneider but who had then transferred to work in the
Church of England. In 1861 he had been transferred to
Opotiki in the Bay of Plenty. This place was to be the
scene of his martydoni.

In the early sixties, a Tonatical sect of the Maoris
who were called “ilau Hsus", beginning from Teranaki where
Volkner had once laboured, moved through the Dominion and
spread terror where ever they went. One of the leaders of
this sect was Kereopa. It is possible that Volkner had
met this man in Taranaki. It is also clear that Volimer
Vas well recelved at the Opotiki mission. When news came
of the trouble, Volkner and some other missionaries trans—
ferred their famlilies to Auckland. Volkmer then set out
to return to his station. A native, called Patala, is
sald to have attemoted to warn Volkner of the serious
nature of the trouble, but he either ignored the advice,
or did not receive the message. T "hen Volkner arrived at
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Opotiki sboard the schooner "Eclipse" on the 1st March,
1865, he was imnediately taken prisoner together with
the other men from the boat. Kereopa is sald to have ad—
dressed the iimoris in this menner; "If you do not be-
lieve my words, then my god will destroy you; these are
the words of my anger. Bring this white missionary here
80 that I may kill him." A Maori, Te Ranapla, is sald to
have spoken for the release of Volkner, but the influence
of Kereopa prevailed, and Volknor was hung. ' It seems
clear that after Volkner was killed his head was taken
into the Church where Kereopa swallowed the eyes and
others are supposed to have drunk the blood of Volkner
from the communion cup. However the body was later bur—
led at the rear of the Church and since that time the
Church was enlarged so that today the grave of Volkmer
lies in the sanctuary of the Church. His wige on hearing
the news said; "Then he has won the crown."

Another account is perhaps worthy of mention. It
states that the Upotiki Maoris were against taking any
part in the trouble which threatened at this time be—
tween the Whites and the Maorise. But this attltude alter—
ed after the arrival of Father Garavel who brought cer—
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tain letters from the hostile Waikato natives. Struck with
concern at this change of asttitude, Volkner, after some
inquiries, diccovered the cause to be the content of the
messages bronght over by the Pricst. After discussing theo
matter with ¥ather Garavel, Volkner informed him that he
considercd it his duty to inform the police. The Govern—
ment immedietiely asked Bishop Pompalier to sumnon Father
Garavel, but this he declined %o do. After further re-
qQuesis, Father Garavel was sumioned for guestioning and
as he eounld give nmo satisfactory anaswer in regard to his
actions, his co-rzligionists made a collection to defray
the costs of his passage to Sydney, to which port he was
sent without delaye. "ith this background, some accounts
infer that the i‘soris were inclted &lso by other agents
besldes those connected with the "Hau Hau" mweumm'..u9

The other asslstant who had come out in 1848, Abraham
Honore, afier serving with Uohlers for a time, was at the
reguest of the North German lissionary Soclety and with
the consent of Vohlerz, ordained by the Presbyterian
Church of Bouthland in 1869. 'ohlers was not only present
but also took pert in the ordination service. Before
YWohlers died, lionore had left the South Island and had
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begun to vork smonget the Maoris in the Rangatike;oarea
in the North Island. He began this work in 1871. It is
of interest to note that here he slso ministered to the
Scandinavian Lutherans as opportunity offered. He was
also sble to serve these people in Danishe

Thus, of the efforts of the early pioneers, the Luther—
an Church as such had grown little. Yet without doubt,
through the preaching of the Word of God, souls were add=-
ed to the Church. Only the work of the Reverend Heine
resulted in the establishment of a Lutheran congregation
which has continued in existence to our day. In 1863 the
congregotion at Upper loutere decided to erect a house of
vorship. On Novewber 2, 1864, the foundation stone of the
bullding was laid, while the Church was completed the fol-
lowing year. Unfortunately this Church was constructed of
timber hub;ject to borer, and so after about forty years :
the building had to be z'p].a':zed.s‘I We also find that at
this time a Pastor Christian F. lleyer, who had served as
an assistant to Heine, was now called to teke direct charge
of the Waimea congregation. This was in 1866. Pastor
Heyer laboured here until 1884, at which time he moved
to the North Island and took up residence in the liidhirst
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area. In about 1887, he went to the United States of
America.

The work of these men brought them up against many
hardships and tricls. “he gain for the Lutheran Church
Was indecd smoll but this factor is surely of secondary
importance as vwe realise that the gains for the Christian
Church were, under the blesslng of God, considersble.
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CHAPTER IT

THE SCAIDINAVIAN INMIGRATION AID THE GROWTH OF THE
CHURCH TO THE CIOSE OF THE NINETEENTH CENTURY.

It was in 1865 that we Tind the first recal impulse
being given to Scandinavien immigration to New Zealand.

In this year Bishop Monrad of Denmark arrived in Rayiem
and after woving to the Vanganul aerea, settled at Karere
near Palmerston I-Eortll.1 This man was a voluntary exile
from his native land because of Ghe political and nation—
al troubles in Burcpe at this time. Several other families
accompenied the Bishop and settled close 15y; The Bishop
returned to Denmaric in 1868, but in the next fifteen years
some slx to seven thousand Scandinavians immigrated to

New Zealand. Apart from the short stay of Bishop Monrad,
1t asppears that no Lutheran Pastor was sent to minlster

to these folk unitil about 1878.

At this stage let us briefly review the men at work
in FNew Zezaland in 1870. The pioneer VWohlers is still at
work on Ruapuke Island, Heine and lieyer are serving the
Nelson, ‘aimea, lioutere area, with the rest of New Zea-
land not manned by any Lutheran pastors. In 1872 Pastor
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Lohr an*iveg inorder to serve the Luthersns in the Christ-
church srea. He was followed in 1876 by three men sent out
by the Hermensbhurg lission Soclety. They arrived in Nelson
on the 1st. April, snd were Pastors loose, H. Kowert, and
d. Ho C. Disrke. Shortly after Pastor Goesling also arriv—
ed. Iovcver, these men were sent for the e::préss purpose
of doing work amongst the lieoris. In 1878 Pastor Sass ar—
rived io serve the scatiered Scandinavian folk of the Horth
Island. “hus the force of three Lutheran pastors of 1870
had been inercased by the arrival of six more mon in %he
8pace of ten years. Yet of this increase we find that four
had been sent to lobour erongst the Maorig. IT the judge—
ment of Wohlers was right in 1843, then this was surely
a vrong mve. Lel us also note that these new men were
not %o man the missions begun by the ploneer workers,
but were to bepin new fields. e wonder how dlfferent
the history of the Lutheran Church in this country might
have been had these men becn directed to work amongst the
Lutheran immnigrants who were arriving in large numbers at
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this time,

The Scandinavien setitlers seemed to concentrate in
the Manswatu and Valrargpa arcase. In the space of a few
years they were larcely responsible for the development
of the towms of Houriceville, Dannevirke, llgkaretu, Norse—
wood, Palmerston North, as well as other settlements from
Napier to Taranaki. The first mer to minister to these
people was Honore. Although he had been ordained in the
Presbyterian Church and now worked among the Haoris in
particular, nevertheless he preached to many of these
peonle in the Danigh 1anguage.5 The first attempt to serve
thepe lmmigrants by the Lutheran Church was when Pastor
Sass came in 1878.

At first Sass was resident in the INorsewood area.
From here he travelled extensively, taking services in
Norsewood, Palmerston North, Napier, lMakaretu, Dannevirke,
end Mauriceville, with an occasional trip to serve the
people living in the Taranaki area. His work was b_.v no
means easy. The religious education of the joung waa a
problem, while many also showed a rather indifferent
spirit towards spiritual matiters. Some attributed this to
the State Church background. At some centers schools were
established.
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The work was also made more difficult beceuse of the
period vhen these settlers had received no ministrations
from the Lutheran Churche This had the result that some
drifted into other Church 'bm:'l!.es..6 Also Edward Nielsen,
@ Forwegian of the Vesleyan Church, severely attacked the
work of Sass. At last he apparently over-reached himself
in a pamphlet against Sass which had the effect of turning
qiite a2 number back %o the Lutheran Ghurch.7

At Norsewood, on the 1st September, 1878, a congrege—
tion wos formed with 120 members. At Makaretu one was also
formed on the 12th Septenber, 1878, with some thirty mem-
bers, lNopier clso orgenised a congregation. In 1879 Church
bulldings were erected at Norsewood and Makaretu with other
centors soon following the lead. But the fleld was obvious—
1y too extensive for one man. The length of the fleld was
about 250 miles. It wos in 1880 that amother helper arriv—
ed in the person of Pastor Gza.msi;ad.8 This man was a Nor—
vwegiane He had served for some time in India until he
was forced for reasons of health to resign. He had also
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served for a time in Australia. Gausted was settled in
Palmerston North, serving this center and iHalcombe re—
gularly, besides mzking occaslonal trips to serve other
Places. In 1881 Sass moved to Nepier and began publish—
ing "The Evangelical Lutheran lMonthly", but because of
finencial difficulties this paper had a short life.
A Church and parsonoge was built in Palmerston North in
1882, while a Church was also erected at Halcombe and
dedicated in July of 1883 on land presented to the con—
gregation by lir. Pectersen. Christensen obgerves that
through out this period "proselytising amongst Lutherans
vas rife by liormons and Mothodists in particular”. A
Church waes also erected at Mauriceville at this time.

Yet these two men were in no position to meet the
need for serving these vastly scattered Lutheran folk in
an adequate manner. Hence Sass went to Denmark in 1883
in order to epnezl for more help for the work in New Zea—
land. He was partly successful in this that a grant of
£100 was to be made annually to the work. The field was
also to be considered as a part of the Danish inner mis—
sion work with Sass being appointed .as Director for the
work in Ilew Zealand.1o '
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Unfortunatoly, this was also the beginning of serious
atrife amonget these two mem. The trouble seemed to be
both personal and nationzl and became so bitter that a
comlete break was made between them in 1884. This break
naturally had repercussions in almost all centers where
these two men had served. Because of this, much of the
promised success of their earlier endeavours was destroy-
ed. The yeare between 1883 and 1889 should have been years
of expansion, but unfortunately we must record that rather
ground was lost to the Lutheran cauae."

Sasa eppealed for further help to Demmark, while the
congrogation at liorsewood also asked directly for assis—
tance from Hermansburg and Brechlum. In Deceumber of 1885
A. C. Clausen wap sent out by Hermansburg, but after look-
ing over the field it was d-cided that he was not sultable
for this worke. Hé was ordained at Waltotara by Ch. Dierks,
essisted by Heine end H. Dierks. After helping these men
for a short time in their Maori mission work he left for
Australia. This was in 1887.12

Another man was sent by Hermensburg in the person of
Hens Madsen Ries. He accepted the work with joy and was
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examined and ordasined in the Norsewood Church on the 24th
July, 1806, by Sass, Clausen, ond H. Dierks. Pastor Sass
now moved to E'Eal:arotu..u

Another pastor. arriveéd at this time in the person of
M. Christensen. He srrived in New Zealand in November of
1886 and war ordained %o the ministry on the 19th Decem-
ber, 1886, while his field of labour was io be specific—
ally at Mauriceville and Ekatahuna.1 This meant that the
deandinavian Lutherens of the Valraracpa area could now
receive a modeirately good services.

Insplte of the sad break between Sass and Gaustad,
efforts were belng made to record some progress amongst
the Scandinavian brethren. A Church was dedicated at
Kakaretu on the 27th October, 1888. Sass at this time
moved to Palmerston lorth and Legarth, who had arrived
from Demmariz on October 7th, 1888, and essisted Christen—
scn for a time, was now moved to the liakaretu congrege—
t!.on.15 An attempt wos made this year to heal the breach
betwveen Sass and Gaustad. A special meeting was called at
Palmeraton Norih for this purpose and after lengthy dis—
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cussion 1% wa: announced to the congregation that a set—
tlement had beon reacheds Unfortunately the apparent re-
concilintion was to be nhort 1:|.ved.1°

Hot lony after a disasterous Tire swept through the
Norgewood area and the Church was destroyed. Funds were
ralged so that the Church could be rebuilt. At this time
Res wes minieter of the congregation and there was fric-
tion between the minister ond some of his members; some
hed even reguested the resignation of their minister. At
the {ime of dedication Gaustazd was not invited, but that
section of the comgregetion which favoured Gaustad had
privately sent him an invitation. On the day of dedication,
as the other pastors came for the ceremony, they found
Gavetad alrendy in the Church ready for the service. T:a;re—
upon, Ries and the other men retired to a nearby hall.
The day of dedication was Decewber 15th, 1888. It ia clear
thet much of the trouble was on national lines and possib-
1y had & direet connectlon with events in Europe. It was
this trouble which led the people to realise the need for
some form of co-opneration so that their work would be
more closely co-ordinated. This led directly to the form—

atlon of the Lvangelical Imtheran Immanuel Convention of
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As these wen considered the formation of a Conven—
tlon, they also thought of the other men at work in the
Dominion. Attempts were made to form a Convention in
which ell Lutherans would tske part, but Christensen re-
porte that "a union between the Scandinavian and Germen
(MLssouri ) Lutheran Church had been attempted, but with-
out result." Then the Scandinavian brethren decided to
act independently. Sass, being a senior man, was asked to
drew up & suitable constltutlon. A meeting was held on
the 18t Iebruary, 1889, at Palmerston Ho:-;h. at which the
constitution was submitted and accepted.

ILegarth, who until this time had been serving as an
asslstant to Sess, was now ordained and installed to take
complete charge of the liakaretu congregation. Gaustad, who
now lived at Halcombe, made a trip to Europe at this time.
During his absence, at the invitation of some of the mem—
bers, Sass visited his congregation and held services.

On the return of Gaustad this naturally led to further bit—
terness and estrangemont.ao

At the Convention of the newly formed Synod, an inter-
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esting atep wa: taoken in the matter of serving the Luther—
ans in diaspora. Thomas Petersen, lans Fabrin, and I.
Storring, were aecepted as Home lissloners. These men were
not ordeined clerpy, but offered to bring the CGospel to
such families as could not receive regular services, re—
ceiving os their remuneration such contributions as the
members might give. Storring had served in this manner for
some time in the Taranski area.a

In 1893 Bjelke Petersen, a teacher in Tasmania, of-
Tered to come to llew Zealand and help in the work. He came
and assloted for some time. On July 1st, 1893, a Church was
dedicated at lostwell, near Nauriceville. Sass made a trip
this same yeer to Denmark, and to the surprisc and dis-
appointment of many of the folk, accepied an sppointment
from the home clzut'ch.zz Christensen waz then called io
Palmerston North. Legarth was called to Mauriceville. Sass
returned the following year on a visit, bringing several
lmmigrant femilies, while missionary Thomas Petersen and
studont Topholm came out to essist in the worke.

At the Convention in lMarch, 1894, the work was reap—
portioned. Ries was made President and given the task of
serving as a travelling minister, while also in charge of
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Dennevirke. Topholm was called to Norsewood, Bjelke

Petersen to lizkarctu, with Christensen at Palmerston
lorth, and Legarth at Mauriceville. Thus the Immanuel
Convention had five ordained pastors and three home mis—
slonaries at work. The vork of Ries as an itinerant pastor
vas soon discontinued. Petersen, because of a misunder—
standing, resigned from his charge and was later called to
Australis. It is interesting to note that at this ;.:I.m the
chief language used by these men was still Danish.

Let us now turn to see what the other vorkers are
doings The Germsn Lutheran setilers in Christchurch er-
ected a Church in 1872. The foundation stone was laid on
the 6th November of that yecr. ILohr wes made their minis-
ter the same year. Lohr lsboured here until 1878, when
Pastor Jacobsen took up the work. It seems that the work
vas most difficult and with 1little success, B0 thg;b he
left for the United States of America about 1884, The
Church was then closed because of a lack of interest and
support f:om the members.

It is of interest to note that this Church had the
first full peal of bells in the Christchurch arez. These
vwere a gift from Prince Bismark. Unfortunately, it was
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falsely rumoured that these bells were cast from captured
French cennon metal. Hence in 1915, they were solemnly re—
moved from the turret of the old Church and melted down
in a local foundry. As one writer has paid, "1t says little
Tor the sense of humour of the folk of the city,” but then
“humour does not thrive amid the clsmours of wars i It
1s of more importance to reslise that if this attitude
Vas adopted towarde inanimate objectss, what ettitude must
We not expect to be shown towerds persons connected with
this Churchl

At a later period services were once again commenced
in this Church but only by the wildest stretch of imegin—
ation eould these be termed Lutheran. The minister was
the Reverend Theodore Albert Meyer, who while holding the
position of Curate for the Anglican Church at Heathcote
in Christchurch, slso served what still remained of the
congregatlon comnected with the old chusgh. He wes appoint—
ed Pastor for the congregation in 1892. The congrege—
tlon was simply termed "Germsn" rather than "Lutheran."
This was more accurate as membership secmed to be along
national rather than epiritual linese. A visitor at this
time ezid that while the Church could seat two—hundred
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the vsual attendsnce seemed to be sbout thirty at the
fortnightly services. It was nof long before the Church
building was once again up for "hire to the highest
bidder" from smong the sects.

In other centers work was being continued. leine and
Heyer were at work in the lielson-lMoutere area. From this
center they made occasional trips to obher centers to
serve Lutherans in diaspora. In 1884 Leyer left to go and
work in the Tarana:i arez. The congregation at Yaimea now
became part of the Upper loutere psrish ageine In July of
1881 Heine had also resigned from the position of pastor
and the congreg=tion had desired to call W. leyer vl'zlgl had
come out to New sealond with Hatwig Dierks in 1880. But
since these men had been sent out from Hormansburg to
vork amongst the lsoris, permigsion had to be obtained
before this vork could be left. The result was that fin—
ally Kowert who had come out earlier and was ggatiomd at
Onepul, near larton, was called and accepted. There was
further trouble after the arrival of XKowert on the lodge
issue. The result wa: that the congr:gation divided, and
two congregations operated in the area until the beginning
of the next century. The reorganised congregation under
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Kowert dedicated 1ts House of "orship in 1886 on the Sec-
ond Sunday in Advente. 2 Shortly after, Xowert resigned
and vent to America. The congregation then wanted to call
Claucen but as he was not released by Hermemsburg for this
purpose, the congregation called Pastor Bertram who labour-
ed among them from 1886 to 1891 .30 lle was followed by Peos—
tor Sg‘ll'xwart:a‘ whe served the congregation from 1892 to
1802, This year also merked the end of the strife be-
tween the two congregations, and the "Kreutz Kirche" was
amalgemated with the other congregation. This congregation
had called Pastor Theil from Germany in 1888. He was born
in Nechlenburg and served the Church at Upper loutere from
1888 to 1907. After the congregations had been reunited
he continucd as pastor.sa

Iet us turn to the exploits of the other men who had
come from Hermansburg with Xowert in 1876. At first these
men had visited some of the Lutherans on the West Coast

of the South Islund., Heine had been appointed Director for
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the vork of the Hermanshurg Misslonary Soclety in New
Zenland, J. M. C. Diovks had worked at the establishment
of 2 Haori mission in the Waitotara area. In 1877 lLoose
had been called %o the newly formed Sgint Martins congre—
gation at lavrion. Goesling, after serving in various
Places with apparently litile success, was called to Aus—
tralie. Upper lioutere was the hub of the church work at
this time and so naturally we find sll the men making
freguent visits to this center especially for the festiv-
al occasions. In ilovewber of 1877, on the arrival of their
brides irom surope, the three missionaries, Koweri, loose,
end Dierks, were merricd at a joint ceremony conducted by
Helne in the lioutere on the 14th of Ifo'wambez'.:53

Je H. C. Dicrizs, working in Waitotara, gradually suc—
ceeded in bvilding up a station. With timber sent from the
lioutere, he had erected a house. He also had begun o hold
clesses and soon had some thirty-two pupils enrolled. But
he experienced similar trouble to his predecessors in that
the pupils soon tired of aittending. Dierks also set him—
self the task of learning the kaori language. He hoped
that this would help him %o train natives who could serve
as mission helpers. It is clear that he experienced many
difficulties in trying to carry out this plan. It vas in
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Septerber of 1886 that he saw the dedication of Saint
Paul's Church at Waitotara.

In the ilarton arca, good progress was made among the
imnigrent families settling there. In about 1860, several
Temilies of Germsn origin came over from Auatral?.a. lir.
Heinrich Goile may be termed as a spiritusl leader of
these people. In the beginning, lay-recading services were
conducted in his home, and later he donated o piece of
land for the purpose of the erection of a parsonage and
Church. Heine from the lioutere s and other Hermansburg men
made visites to these settlers from time to time. Finally
the congregation was orgenised in 1877 with Loose being
called to serve them as Pactor. The foundation stone for
the Church wae 1sid on September 25th, 1877. However,
Loose never saw the completion of the bullding because of
his eurly de.e.ﬂ;h.:J6 His tragic death took place as he was
returning from his wedding in the koutere. During the sea
erossing from Nelson to "anganui, he had been unwell, and
in the morning he was found dead. This was a severe blow
for his newly wed wife who had just arrived from Europe
as well ac for his congregation. The Church was then dedic-
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ated by Dierks of Waitotara on December 18th, 1877. He

continued to serve the congregation during the vacancy
and finally T. Heine, a son of Heine from the Houtere,
Who hed just completed his training for the ministry in
America, was called by the congregation. He accepted the
call and served the congregation until 1881. He also
estoblished a Dey School for the children of the congre-
gatlon end filled the dual roll of pastor and teacher.

It was in 1881 that T. Heine was forced to resign
from his work with the Marton congregation because of 1ll=-
health. He was followed by . Meyer, who had just re-
cently arrived in New Zealand. His term of office with
the congregation was from 1881 to 1898. These were troubl=—
ed years as friction developed between the pastor and his
people to the extent that for a time there were two congre-
gations. At one time both groups had their own building on
the Church block. The newly formed congregation had the
name of 8aint Pauls, and was served at intervals by Dierks
of Waitotara. They had even issued a call to Dierks which
he declined. Dierks worked for a healing of the breach
between the two groups. Under the blessing of God this
was achieved before the departure of . lieyer from the
congregation. After peace had again been restored the extra
Church building was used for a school, and today serves as
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@ hall for the congregation.

After W. lieyer, the congregation called Pastor
Klitscher, who servea the congregatioh from 1899 to 1903.
He died after an operation on April 2cd, 1903, while still
@ very young man. His work in the congregation had showed
great promise and yet God saw fit to call him to his etern—
8l reward just when it eppesred that he was being most suc—
cessful in the work of building the Kingdom.

Hatwig Dlerks, who had come to New Zealand with W.
lieyer in 1880, at first worked as an itinerant pastor.

He spent some time at the Waltotara mission where his
brother wa: at work. Later he decided to work amongst the
lgoris in the laxwclltown area. On the 12th July, 1882,
he married Anna Heine, a daughter of the pioneer Heine.
When he returned to Maxwelltown mission after having been
married, he found that the Maoris had taken possession of
his home. All efforts Eo induce the lisoris to vacate the
bullding were in v'a:l.:u.'J7

Besldes the work in Maxwelliown, Hatwig Dierks also
visited Christchurch and Oxford in the South Island. The
congregation he served in Christchurch had no connection
with the German congregation referred to earlier. It ap—
pears that the brethren at Oxford had a huilding of their

ibld., p. 32.
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o'm. IHe also conduncied services at Yianganul where there

Vag also a small congregation. In 1887 a small chapel was
dedicated at Voodville, now called Alton. On occasion he
also took services in Yellington, which shows that while
these men worked amnget the Maorl folk at their home
base, they aleo itravelled to give some services to the im—
migrants.

In 1888 we find that the connection with the Hermans-
burg lissionary Society is first called into question. The
result was that they were told that either they would have
to accept pastorates in Austrelia, or support themselvese
Both of the Dierks brothers decided to remain in New Zea=

lands The matter wae considered by Australia of sccepting

these men and their work into their Synodical organisation
but 1t was finnlly decided to support the work in llew Zea=—
land on a voluntary basis. At this time Heine also asked
to be relieved of the position of Director in Hew Zealand
for Hermansburg L!:I.as:l:m.j lleidenreich of Australia was
then made Director for the whole area. He came to New Zea—
land inorder ito find a solution in regard to the problems
vhich had been raised between the Hermansburg lissionary

Ibld.; pe G7-T73.
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Soclety and the Dierks brothers. It secmed that the matter
had been succeaefully setiled, but certain matters which
Heldenreich promiged to rectify, continued as before, SO
that the settlement was hort—l:l.ved.LID

Another point which increased the tension at this
time was the doctrinal position adopted by the Hermannbnrg
lilssionary Soclety men on the inspiration of the Scrip-
tures. This matter also caused a break between the two
brothers at worik in New Zeal:nd. Hatwig Dierks considered
the position of Hermensburg as unionistic and contrary to
Luthelr;flsn docirine and so he broke completely with them in
1891.  However he continued to work et Maxwelltown and
received some help from Australia.

He dedlcated a Church, Saint Peters, at laxwelltown
on the Fourth Sunday in Advent, 1889. This Church was ais-
mentled in August of 1919. Besides vorking amongst the
ligoris he made reguler trips to the other centers where
Lutheran immigrants had settled as mentioned previously
and remained st this work until his death on February 2,
1911.

In the mesntime his brother at Waitotara continued
vorking under Hermansburg. He had also been made Superin-
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fendent for the work of the Hormansburg Missionary Soclety
in Wew Zoaland., This appelntuent was made in February of
1892. Iie them made a trip through the King country and
considered thet fherc was fair scope here for additional
workers. In response %o his appeal we find that G. Blaess
Yas sent out, arviving just before Christmas of 1893.
Blaess had been sent by the Hermansburg Free Church. His
headquarters were nt Pungerehu, in Taranaki, but he found
the work "heartbreaking. lost of the Maoris had returned
%o heathenism after having had some instruction in Christ—
lanity. He laboured at this post for thirteen years. Just
before the mission was closed in 1906, he experienced the
great Joy of beptising Hawumera Te Punga. This man later
studied in America and reonderecd sterling service to the
Lutheran Church in lew Z%epland. In 1894 Blaess had married
Doretta Y. Pensemanne Besides working at the Maori mission
Blaess also made wvegular vieite to some of the aurroulr‘xg-
ing centers inorder to scrve other Lutheran families.

Thus at the #turn of the century we find the follow-
ing Intheran pastors at work in Hew Zealand. Christensen
is at Palmerston Iorth and Helcowbe, Legarth at Maurice-

— o — ——
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Ville and Wellingzton, Ries at Dannevirke, Topholm at Norse-
Wood and the Mawkes Bay area, Petersen at Makaretu, with
the inner wission workers stationed as follows, Hans Fabrin
at Bunnythorpe, Jens Storring at Inglewood, and Lauridsen
at Damnevirke. These men were all directly linked with the
Immanuel Corvention and worked chiefly amongst Lutherans
of a Scandinavian background. The following men worked
vithout speeific Symodical connection. Gaustad was still
at Halcombe, Klitscher at liarton and Halcombe, Schwartz at
. Upper lisutere snd Oxford, Thell at Upper lioutere, Wwaimea,
end Nelson, liotwig Dierks at llaxwelliown, while Blaess
worked at Pungurchu unéer the Hermansburg Free Church.
J. M. C. Dierits, who had worked at Waltotara, had passed
awvay on the 5th January, 1898. F. Y. C. licine, pioneer
worker in tl.e lloutere, was called to his eternal rest
on 18th Larch, 1900.

Thie gave cleven ordained pastors and three home mis—
sioners to serve the Lutherans of New Zealand. The Govern—
ment statistics at this time listed about five thousand
Lutherans, which would gilve about 450 Lutherans to each
ordained pastor. It is of interest that the highest num—
ber of Lutherans listed was in 1886 with 5,917 adherenis,
while the highest percentage of Lutherans as compared with
the total population as shown in Govermment figures was in
1878 vhen Luthersns formed 1:36 percent of the people.
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CHAPTER III

LUTHERANISH IF THE FIRST HALF OF THE TWENTIETH
CENTURY, WITH SPECIAL REFERENCE TO THE WORK OF THE EVAN-
GELICAL LUTHERAN COHCORDIA CONFERENCE OF NE¥ ZEATLAND.

It was in the yeer 1902 that New Zealand Lutherans
received u visit from one of America's Lutheran leaders
in the person of Dr. A. Graebner.1 His vieit is remember-
ed chiefly because he was mainly responsible for the heal-
ing of the old split in the Upper Moutere congregation.
After his visit, the congregation was united under Theil
vith Schwartz being called to work in Australia.

/e note that after the visit of Graebner the work in
New Zealand became more closely connected with the Miss—
ouri Synod of America both as regards direction in the
vork and the supply of man-power. In 1903 Pastor M. T.
Winkler came from America to work as missionary at large.
In 1904 Paetor 4. l. Teyler arrived from the States to
take charge of the Lutheran congregation at Maston.
Pastor F. liassold was sent out to assist in the work
in 1905, so that in the space of three years the Luther—
an Church in New Zealand had received a very tangible

1
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Proof of the assistance from America. At about this time
Pastor Ch. Dierks, a son of the Dierks who had laboured
for many years among the liaoris at Waltotara, completed
his studies in Lurope and returned to work in lew Zea—
land. On his arrival he served as an itinersnt worker in
the out-lying Tields.

An Imgoritant d velopment resulting largely from this
influx of American brethren was the organisation of the
ivangelicel Lutheran Concordia Conference of New Zealand.
This Confevence was Tormed in 1507 at a convention held
at Marton with the Pastors Theil, ¥inkler, Teyler, and
Hassold taking Lmri;.a i'hile from the outset this Confer-
ence worked in the closest co-operation with the lissouri
8ynod of Amcrica, officlal recognition in this regard was
not requested before 1909.

“he lieorl mission at Pungerehu which had been under
the control of Blaess was closed in 1906. Although he
spoke of some success and also of prospects in the Walkato
area, woric in these areas was never again taken up among
the llgoris by the Lutheran Church. On the other hand we
must note that just before the missicn was closed in 1906

e
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Blaess was privileged to receive into Church membership
through boptism lamuera Houtuirirangi Te Punga, alias
Te Takua. We Puncs was born on August the 16, 1880. In
the same yeocr as he vas received into Church membersalp
he 1ot ior the United States of America to prepare for
the minigtry at the fLutheran Seminary at Springfield in
I1linois. Herry Harting also went at this time to the
United States to study for the ministry. Te Punga himself
recalls how he was drawn into contact with the work of
our iilssion through the simple invitation given to some
of the young folk %o help with the singing at the service.
After this he became interested in assisting Blaess in
matters of language. Some today would speak of this as
the “front porch" method, however it was this factor
vhich caused Te Punga to stress at all times the impor—
tance of' the "ampproach" in our mission work. In this in-
stance it wes not only a means of bringirg a man to Christ
but it also had the result of giving to the Hew Zealand
Lutheran Church the only lisori Pastor to serve in its
ranks, and this with distinction.

Theil, who had sérved for many years in the Upper
Houtere parish and surrounding area, resigned in 1908.
His reason was that he felt he was losing hold on the
young folk of his congregation because of the language
problem. Thelr language was English, and he felt that he
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Va8 not sufiiclently eomrgrant with this tongue to min=-
ister adequately to them. He was called to Australia
vhere he lshourea faithfully until his death.

The Upper Moutere congregation then called Pastor
Hoyer who servec them from 1909 to 1914. At this time
the congregation numbered 284 souls.

“inkler, who had come out in 1903 to serve as mission—
ary at larre, accepted a call in 1905 to the Halcombe=
Rongetea parish. Fot long ofter he wae advised to resign
from this vork because of health reasons. He received a
call to Concordla Seminary, Adelaide, in 1908, which he
dccepteds. lie continued to serve the Church in this pos=-
1tion until his death.

These men saw the neecssity of increasing the min-
isterial strength of the Lutheran Church if the people
vho lived in the out~posts were to be held for the Church.
Thelr attemnts resulted in Pastor Frese being sent from
Auerica in 1909 to serve in the city of Auckland. He wes
ordained together with 1. C. Dierks at a Reformation
Festival service in Halcombe. At this service Dierks was
also installed as Pastor of the Halcombe congregation.
Hoyer installed Frese in Auckland on the twenty-second
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5
Sunday after Trinity, 1909. The work in Auckland proved

rather difficult =nd as the congregation had no place of
itn ovm for worship the congregation waa faced with rather
& major problem. The aitiendance at the normal services
Was about thirty, while there was a good number of pros—
pects 80 that all had hope for the success of this ven—
ture. A severe blow was struck to the cause in this im—
portant center when Frese was forced to give up his post
because of sickness. He returned to America towards the
end of 1911 .6 The severity of the blow lay in the short—
age of men at this timc so that it was immediately recog—
nised that a successor would not easily be found.

At this time vork in Teranaki was also receiving
cloee attention. ¥From the history of the area it would
appear that prospects for establishing congregations in
this area should have been good. The American brethren
assigned Candidate R. Heimann to this work, but it is
unfortunately recorded that he was adviged to decline

this ecall because of reasons of health., Hassold, who

“Kirchliche Nachrichten," ches Kirchenblatt
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Was resident in Vanganul for some time, also gerved the
Taranaki area. Two sections had been purchased in Wanganui
for the purposec of erecting a Church in this city. At this
time the congregation in anganui numbered forty-five
souls with tweniy-one communicant members. Services were
conducted each sundey with alternate reading and preach—
Ing services, while the preaching services were conguct-
ed alternately in the English and German languages.

The Convention held in ialcombe in 1910 revealed the
Tollowing statisticse There were five pastors in the Con—
cordiia Confercnce. They served seven congrcgations and
twenty-two preaching places with a total of 1021 souls,
with 429 communicaente. Ch. Dierks was resident at Halcombe
and served another fourteen preaching places in Taranakl,
Rangatikie, end the Waimsrino area. Frese was in Auckland
vith fifty-six souls listed as under his care. Hassold,
who was now living at Rongatea, also served Wellington
vith forty-four souls, end Palmerston North with twenty
soulss Boih of these centers were considered as congrega—
tions elihough they had as yet not been ofiicially sccept—
ed as such by the Conference. Hassold also served at

Levin, Christchurch, Rangiora, and Oxford, the last three
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Places being in the South Island. YYanganul with fifty-
five souls, and Maxwelltovm with twelve souls, were also
under his care. Services were also taken by these men
at Rukuhie, aumarunui, and Orautoha, on the Hain Trunk
route. Hoyer served Upper Moutere and Yaimea, with a
total of 28l mouls. Teyler w2s at Marton where the com-
gregation now numbered 168 souls.

Hegoticotions with the Ermanuel Synod were also under—
taken at thin time in order to eonsider the posalbility
of an amelgamation. In these diucueaions,‘ Hossold and
Teyler were to represent our Conference. A meeting was
held on the 19th March, 1910, at Palmerston nofgh. while
somevhat later another was held at Dannevirke. However
at the Convention in 1912 it was recommended that for the
time beinz officisl negotiastions be discontinued but min—
1sters were encouraged to make private efforts to bring
about the desired un:l.on.‘l‘|

After four years of untiring effort, Saint Matthew's
Congregation was finally organised on the 26th of February,
1911. All now hoped that the matter of building a Church

mecreian
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in this center would not be too far dlstant. The "Kirchen-
blatt" at that time carried the ﬁota that lrs. Dierks
gave the pews and the windows of the old Church at Wail—
totara towards the Vanganui project. It is unfortunate
indeed that the record shows that the much hoped for Church
Wae never erected so that even today the c:l.ﬁ of Wanganui
contains no Lutheran Church building.

In regard to the work in Christchurch and the neigh-
bouring plsces, iassold reported after one of his visits
that at the morming service about thirty people attended
while in the evening about ten to twenty were present.

At Oxford eleven people partook of the Sacrament. These
trips would take sbout three weeks so that all the folk
could be visited and nt least in Christchurch services
could be conducted on two consecutive Sundays. The reporta
a year later showed a further decline in attendance.

Aucklend at this time was also served by visiting
pastors. Naturzlly these visits could not be more fre—
quent than about quarterly. After ome such visit it was
reported that the service was attended by twenty persons
vhile ten receivedthe Sacramente

At Harton the congregation continued to grow. By
1912 1t vas necessary for the congregation to call a full-
time teacher for their school. Teacher Palmer came from
America to serve in this capacity and remained until 1915.
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He was followed by Teachers Mackenzie and Lange, while in
1925 the school was closed because of the difficulties ex-
Perienced in securing teachers. On the 28th of December,
1213, Teyler preached his farewell sermon to the karton
congregation before returning to America. Harting, who
had gone to Amerien in 1506 to prepare for the ministry,
Was called by the ilarion congregation but he declined.
Candidate lormanm, who had just finished his studies in
Burope, waos called and accepled. He was ordalned and in-
etelled by ¥. Hassold at Mariom on the 14th of February,
1915, assinted by Che Die1-ka.12

lioyer had been forced to resign from his parish at
Upper lioutere because of a throat complaint. At first
Cendidate Klattenhof of America was called, but declined.
Finally A. Appelt was called from Australia and accepted.
He began his ministry in this center in 1914.

Te Punga, who had gone to Springfield Seminary in
19056 to prepare for the ministry, successfully completed
his studies in 1912. On the 22cd. of September, 1912, he
was ordained and commissioned by F. Sievers, assisted dby
H. Pflug, ot Inmanuel Lutheran Church, Chicego. In the
same Church and in the seme year he was also married to
lisn Lydla Gose. For some months after completing his
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studies he visited congregetions in America giving infor—
matlon on the worik in New Zealand. His return trip was
made through Furope and Australiae When he arrived in
New Zealand he was placed at Valwhetu, in the Mutt Velley
erea, to work amongst the iisori people livins there. He
Wwas resldent in this place until 1921. Besides the work
amongst the laori people he sssisted much in the itiner—
ant vork in general.

During the period of the Vorld War of 1914-1918, we
find that reports ere few. Work was not easy in those
Yyears largely because wany of the members of the Iuther-
an Church had a Europesn background. In regerd to some
centers the terse but telling report states that services
"have becn dlsconiinued because of the request of members.™
One Church was Cestroyed by vandalism at this time, while
another for s long period had to be watched constantly by
the merbers in order to save it from destruction. Inter—
national isaves have certainly left their mark on the work
of the Lutheran Church in this Dominion.

At the Conventlon of the Conference in 1914, the mat-
ter of Synodical affiliation was coneidered. It had been
suggeated from America that it might be expedient for the
New Zealand Church to be worked as a part of the Austra-
Uan Church. The Amerlican brethren promised that they would
continue %o support the work as they had done in the past.
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The Convention then agreed to ask the Australian brethren

to accept the Wew Zealand (!"::mi'taz-em:e.‘I3 Thus we find that
today the New Zonlond Luthevan Church is still operated
8 a disirict of the Australian Lutheran Church.

In 1918 & further blow was struck against the work
a8t this time when Ch. Dierks of Halcombe was taken in the
influenza epidemic of that year. He was buried by Te Punga
in the larton Church Cemetery on the 13th of December.

The first Convention after the war was held at Upper
loutere in 1919, Pastors present were Appelt of Upper
loutere, Te Punga of Wellington, and Hoffmann of kHarton.
In making reference to the beginning of the Conference the
President concluded that although he did not know just
What the folk at that time expected to achieve through
such an organisation, "from the view=-point of the world
and the indifference of some members of these congrege=—
tions very little hed been accomplished to justify such a
p!'o;]eet.“1

The report on "angenul made poor reading as it re-
ported thet because of the war members had left the con-
gregation, while others "sppear to be pessimistic as to
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the future." Services had been curtalled at the request
of members, while no delegate was at the Convention as
"there was mo organised congregation in Wanganui™ at the
time. This description of the state of affairs in “anga-
mul after the war should not be considered as an isolat-
ed instance of the way much of the work had been ruined
because of the wer. Some ground wes still owned by the
Church in “anganul, and a little over £100 stood to their
eredit in the building fund, but as the report a:gtee.
the "building of a chapel 1s as remote as ever."

"I we cen hold what we have at present" then the
future of the Lutheran Church in New Zealand is assured;
Buch wae the ettitude of the men in 1920. At this time
efforts were made to obtain another pastor and teacher
from Australis. In considering their needs, they declided
thet 1t would be more advantegeous to place a teacher in
the Rongatea areca then a pastor in Auckland. Five calls
vere lssued and all were declined. In 1920 we find that
the Lutheran Church was represented in the Concordia Con-
ference by fppelt, Te Punga, ond Hoffmann; while the
Immanuel Synod hed Christensen, Iegarth, and Ries.
Gauetad was unattached. This meant that the ministerial
strength was less now than at the turn of the century.
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Te Hickel Junior spent some months assisting with
the work in 1920-21. At the Convention held in 1921 it
Was recomsended that the work in Auckland be closed and
that the centers of Orautoha, Ohutu, and Taumarunui, be
ineluded in the Tield for the man to be called to the
Haleombe ecngrc;;:'.;ian.m This meant that this area would
be near seli-supporting. It was also decided to call a
men for the Chrictchurch Tield. Re. H. Altus was called for
this field ond arrived in llew Zezland in 1922, lle wag also
to take occasionsl services in the Yellington field.

In 1922, the Church numbered six congregations, with
bome seventecn preaching places. There were 800 souls with
Some 500 comrunicant members.

The Tfollowing yeer Altus reported that from an at—
tendence o eight vhen he arvived, his services were now
Vislted by some thirty-four persoms. At this time services
vwere being held in the Y. M. C. A. On Christchurch city
he reported that it had "a population of about 106,000
People of whom many are churchless," while many others
ére of German or Danish parentege. He also served Oxford
elght times o yeer, where we now had five communicants
and two children. At onme time the Church had thirteen
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families in this area but "because of insufficient and
infrequent services and the persistent use of the German
language" the work hod now slmost ceasede At this time the
0ld German Church in Christchurch was passed over to our
Conference by the Government. The fact that this Church
Was presented to uas Tor the purpose of preaching the Gos—
pel must be credited almost solely to the efforts of Te
Punga. The Church was then dedlcated by Altus snd Te Punga
on April 22cd., 1923. A residence was also now bought for
the pastor of this arce.

Vhen the District President was reviewing the work
for the 1923 Convention he gave & number of-reasons for
the lack of progress. Some of these were, the "great and
universal indifference to the Word of God," the unionistic
spirit of the day, the lack of immigration of Lutherans,
the constant shortoge of funds and ministers which pre—
cluded suf ieient and regular services in the mission
fields and which made 1t impossible to "search out new
flelds or to follow up wmembers who setiled outside the
regular mis=zion beat," the great distances between most
of the congregatlons, the lack of Christian Day schools,
and lastly, the "langvage question."

The report for 1923 shows that sei.vices were con—
ducted by Te Punga &t Halcombe, Ohutu, Orautoha, Taumaru—

nul, Wanganui, Waitotara, Waverley, Hurlyville, Hawera,
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Mahursat, Avatina, ond Inglewood. Hoffmarm served Martom,
Rongaten, Palmerston North, Mangaweka, and Ashurste Altus,
Bving at Christehurch in the South Island, served also
at Oxford ana “ellington. Appelt ministered to the Upper
loutere ond Vnimesn congregatlionse

It ie seon from the preceding that Te Punga was no
longer at the Mmori mission nesr Wellington but was now
the minister of the Halcombe congrcgation, besides serv—
ing meny of the plices in the itinerant fields. The work
aong the linorie was discontinued after the visit of Doe:l-s
tor Darsow, the President General of the Lutheran Churche
Hence in Nerch of 1921 Te Punga took over the Halcombe and
lower Main Meunic fleld and continued serving this area,
beeides being often enlled upon to minister to other Luth-
érane in isolation, until his retirement in 1950.

Christchurch was of'{icislly organised into a congre—
gation in 1924. The meme year saw Altus leave this mew
Tleld %o accept the call to the Upper lioutere congrega—
tion which had become vacent through the retirement of
Appelt. Fortunately, the successor to Altus was not long
in coming. Bruhn was installed into this field on the 8th.
Narch, 1925, The congrcgation was reported to consist of
fifty-one souls with thirty communicants. The congregation
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wes described as "g closely knit body of Lutherans™ where
but three yeers ego mo such body existed, which is surely
"en essurance that the lioly Spirit operates through His
Word as effectively todamy ae in times past.” Wellinghon
was now being served from Christchurch on & six-weekly
basis, while the =atiendances at service asveraged sbout
thirty persons.

In 1925 the ifarton congregetion lost their minister
When he accented s call to Austrelim. The following year
the successor to Hoffmanr aprrived in the person of ii. R.
R. Heidrich. He was installed as pastor of the congrega—
tion on October 14th, 1926. The Taranaki fleld was also
Placed under his care. This year also saw the Church School
of thir congroguticn closed becouse of the problem of
staff,

Ries, of the Immanuel Synod, passed away on the 14th
ADl‘il:. 1926, Yor many years he had continued to serve his
Church in an honorsry capscity. However it was noticeable
that the work of( the Scandinavian brethren was steadily
on the deeline.“ |

At the Pastoral Conference held in Marton in November
of 1926 some interesting resolutions were passed. The Mis—

elon Board vms to be asaked to call a second man to the
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Ohristchurch field. The idea being to have missionaries
Working in pairs. The plan was termed "workable,™ as well
as "thormmhly Scriptural” and presented the only possible
Vay of keeping snother man in the field" from the financ—
ial point of view., The Chritchurch pastor would continue
to serve the Wellington congregation on the present basise
until the Christchurch congregation would become largely
self-supnorting. The Convention of the District held that
year agreed to put the plan into operation "where-ever
eircunstences permit. "20

In view of the resolution just mentioned, the fol-
lowing eetion secns somewhat strange. Without any further
comrient Pastor lofike was called, not as one would expect,
to work in the Christchurch field, but to the Wellington
field, This action was taken in 1927 He was installed &n
Beptember, 1928, with an attendance of some eleven persons
for the occasion. The congregation was listed as having
thirty-six souls.

On the 5the February, 1927, Gaustad, who had at first
been connected with the Scandinavian brethren but who had
then worked aloneé.l wvas called to his eternal rest and was

buried at Urenui.

2
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In 1929 Altus accepted a call to Australia. A suc—
6essor for the Upper Houtere congregation was found inm
the person of Pastor c. A. Venz, who took charge of the
congregation as from the 15t February, 1931.

In Christchurch, Bruhn worked energeticelly until
his resignation 1in February Aof 1930. Pastor Traeger was
then installed as the next pastor of the Christchurch
ongregation in November of 1930, At the time of Traegers
installation the congregation was listed as having sixty—
two sovlas, with thirty-seven communicants. These figures
represented the vesult of some seven years labour in this
fiela.

Heldrich, sorving in Taranaki, reported to the 1932
Comvention that 1ittle mission work could be dome in this
érea because "services were conducted in private homes, "
vhile the time of service was often such as to be guite
unsuiteble for the convenience "of prospective mission
material,” and besides this, the time which could be de—
voled to emch center was far too short to do mission work
@s 1t was often "only a few hours." If more extensive
work wes to be attempted, it would interfere with the
Work in the home congregation of the missionary.

In the same year, the District President reported
that althouzh mission work had been carried on for over
tvo decades, it was only in the "last three years that the
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8pecific wmission aspect hais becn seriously recognised"
end that specific efforts were being made to find "the
heathen nearer, anda to help them at our door." In speak-
ing of the problems of the Church, prominence is given to
that of members moving away from those centers where the
Lutheran Church was recpresented to isolated places where
the Church because of man-power and finance was unable to
8erve and hold them for the Church. The number lost to the
Lutheran Church in this way 1s said to "rum into treble
figures." liention is slso made concerning the growth of
Other groups with the guestlon being put, "why not we?"”
The vacancy of the Auckland field 1s considered as an-
other logt opportunity. The renting of mission halls 1s
considered to be money "thrown away" while it is at the
same time urged that we should do more in the matter of
building. The Australian Home Mission Board suggested to
the New Zealand brethren that they consider a “suburban
policy" rather than a central policy for their city mis-
slon vork,

It was decided at this time to take down the old
Church building at Christchurch end replace it with a
chapel. Accordingly, on April 17th, 1933, the foundation
stone for the new building was laeid with Traeger preach-—

ing the esermon, taking as his text, Ephesians 2:19.
On the 22cd. April, 1934, the foundation stone was
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laid for the Vellington churche The buélding was dedicat-
ed on the 3Ird. July of the same yeare. The work in tlw
Wellington field was showing considerable promise accord=—
ing to the results from other fields. After two years
work by a resident minister the congregation listed
Blxty-eight souls, with thirty-five comuunicants. Work
in the Sunday School which had begun well was mnot so
favourably situeted nmow as theke were only three mission
children attending. The young folk and the women of the
tongregation had been organised into aocief.i.eq which in
turn were proving themselves good for making new contacts.
Yor the Christmas service in 1933 some 150 people were
present. It was just at this time that a sad blow came to
this congregation. For certain ressons the Pastor found
1t "incumbent upon him" to forward his resigmation to
the congrzgation and the Conference. This resignation took
Place on larch 3rd, 1935. At this time Wellington had a
membership of 401 souls, with forty-three communicants.

It might be of some interest at this stage to com=
pare the statistics of the various centers as from 1923
to 1934. iarton had increased from 154 souls with 85 com—
municants, to 176 souls with 109 commnicants. During

=Rp e
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this period, the congrezation had been served by Hoffmann
and Heidrich. Christchurch had growvn from 36 souls, %o
105 soule with 58 commumnicants. Pastors who had served the
congregation were Altus, Bruhn, and Traeger. 'ellington
had incressed from 32 souls, to 101 souls with 43 com~
Eunicants, and had been served by Altus and NHofike. Upper
loutere dscreamsed from 197 souls with 124 communicants,
to 193 souls with 125 comumunicsnts. Pactors had been
Appelt, Altus, and Venz. Halcombe also declined from
153 souls with 78 communicants, to 135 sovls with 84 com-
mnicants. Te Punga had served the congregation for this
period. Rongatea decclined from 94 souls, to 78 souls with
48 commnicants. For a +ime this congregation was linked
with Marton but later wae ettached to the Halcombe parishe.
In 1923 we find 17 presching pleces listed, while in 1934
the number was stated as 18 preaching centers.

In 1931, the Marton ladles Guild was formed. The
Guild was organised for the purpose of aiding the poor and
needy, visiting the sick, end fostering an active interest
in the vork of the congregation and the Church.

An important venture in 1933 was the formation of
the New Zealsnd ILuther League. This was an attemnt to pro-—
vide something on a Dominion-wide basis for the youth of
the Church. This Lezgue was decigned to assist the young
people in developing their ability to serve the Church.

The President expressed the hope that a new era "had
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davned for the young people™ of our congregationss and
With 1% "a new era for our Church."

After the resignation of loffke, Wellington wa: serv—
ed by Pastor P. D. Pahle o was installed on the 9th of
February, 1936. His reports were not at all encouraginge.
The Luther Lesgue wee reported as having gone into "re-
¢ess Indefinitely", while the work in general is describ-
ed a8 'very discouraging." Attendances of eleven and
twvelve at the services are spoiken of as "quite freguent."
He reporis that if the work in tlellington had been most
promising earlier, "it ceased to be so before my arrival."
Un the other hand he reports that it is amazing "to f£ind
how many so called Lutherans there are in Wellingztone"

If they would all come the Church would be far too small
to hold them. Sunday School work showed 1ittle promise
as the children seecmed to stay whore they get the "best
deal materially." The report concludes on the uninspir—
Ing note that while some prggraas has been made, "above
all we hsve held the fort." The statistics had dropped
sharply to 70 souls with 29 communicants for the year

1938.
In Taranaiti, the work was reorganised with a congre-—
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gation being formed at Stratford on the basis that the
members from the surrounding areas would assemble at
8tratford for their monthly service. This congrcgation
vas called Saint Luke's of Stratford, and was organised
on the 20th December, 1936, being received into member—
ship %zll the Conference as a congregation the following
Year,

Traeger, who at this time served Christchurch, made
& survey trip of the West Coast of the South Island. IHere
he was informed by a ir. Schaef, that years before, a
block of land hed been purchased for the erection of a '
Lutheran Church at liokitike. Others were also mentioned
as being interested in services by our Church. It will
be remeubered thet in the early days fairly regular trips
had been made to this area. Unfortunately, subseguent
history shows no follow up of this visit. In 1936 Traeger
left New Zealand to take up work among the Australian
natives at Koonibba.

Conplderable difficulty was experienced in filling
the vacancy in the Christchurch city. At first Pahl took

occasional services. Three calls sent to Australia were
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declined. Some members of the Executive Board of the
Church had wanted to call from the outset from Americae.
Yow that three calla had been declined from Australis,
the whole Board was ready to turn to America in order to
fi11 the Christchurch vacancy. This move was immediately
Succesaful. Pastor E. Gebauer was installed at Christchurch
on November 28th, 1937.

The President reported that the yesr had been an
8nxious ome. However, those people who sre "acquainted
vith the nature of our difficulties” would not be discour-
8ged "by the absence of great progress.” "Plans are made
easlly; many plans could be put into operation if it were
mot for the obstacles." The simple comment on the statis—
tics is that “"they do not make‘ cheerful reading." The
mmber of souls under the care of Conference had shown a
decrease of forty-nine. The plea is made that we do not
launch out on mere imagination, but that first a rational
survey be cerried out, lest we go on a wild "goose chase"
end finieh up with a "white elephant" which by some "in—
herent or megical power metamorphoses itself into an in—
surmountable unget-over-able financial hurdle.” The advice
is for more concentration on such fields where I;slllﬂ
pastors and nucleus, together with Church plant.

26
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Pahl, in reporting on the work in the Wellington

8rea, now coneiders that the prospect for growth here 1is
88 good as in any other center where the Church was at
Work in the Tominion. Speclal emphasis 1s made of the
Tact that the work in this city mission is done "in the
8piritual atmospherc alone.”

Gebauer, in his first report on Christchurch, list—
ed many points which he consldered needed attention. Let
U8 note these somewhat in detail. His opinion of the con—
gregation was thet it had ‘greatly dwindled, become pessi-
metic, and to g large extent lost interest in Church
work." There were very few young folk attached to the con=
éregation. A1l organlsations, such as Sunday School,
Ladies Guild, Young Peoples Society, and the 1like, had
ceazed to exist. The aduinistration of the congregation
Was poor, while the financial set-up was in need of a
“complete overhaul." The members were poorly informed
about the doctrine and practices of the Lutheran Church.
Above all, miscion work is made difficult because of a
Popular prejudice against our Church; some holding that
it 1325;eman, and others that it belongs to the Spirit-
ists. Surely this is a formidable list of difficulties

with which to confront 8 new pastor.

37 i
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Pahl, reporting in 1939, makes mention of the fact

that "no systematic canvase work can be attempted under
existing circumstances." Tho reason being that it iakes
the eity missioner all his time to "keep track of the
beople he contacts in the ordinary course of his duties.”
In view of this, he urged the Conference to give the mat-
ter of canvassing their "earnest consideration.”

The Conference of that year did give the matter at—
tentisn ana adopted a resolution to use a collective
system of canvassing in the cities. Undoubtedly, this
idea of a collective canvass was largely the work of
Cebauer and so it is not strange that Christchurch was
the conter chosen where the plan was to be tried. The re-
port which followed this canvass revealed that the Church
was not situated in an areas where there were msny mission
Opportunities. On the other hand it was the mesns of mak-
ing contact with an additisnal forty-five families. The
bosition of the Church had this redeecming feature that

T could be easily reached from any part of the city.

41 this time efforts were also made to have the
International Lutheran Hour broadcast, but all attempts
were invain. The chief difficulty lay in the fact that
the Broadcasting Commicsion was sgainst selling time to
any religicus body. The number of Lutherans in the country
was so small that it was also impossible to gualify for
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free time.

While the desired progress was missing from the work
in New Zealand, it must be conceded that in the period
Just considered, there was no lack of ideas for improving
the vork. It seems just as clear that many of the ideas
never went further than the "Conference Room." Another
feature which militated against progress was the constant
change in personnel, particularly in the city areas.

In 1939, Pahl left for a position in Australia,
while his suc-essor, Pastor C. W. Appelt, arrived on the
2cd. February, and was installed on the 11th of February,
1940. At the close of his first year of labour at thia.
post, he reported that while the number of souls listed
was 77 with 42 communicants, during the year 20 baptised
meribers had not even attended a service, whilgaaz com-
municants had not attended the Lord's Supper.

Because of certain difficulties over naturalisation
and citizenshlp, Gebauer returned to the United States in
1942, while the Chriatchmrehé;acancy was filled in 1943

in the person of G. Fischer.
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During the war years from 1939 to 1945, there were
naturally many edditional hardehips to be faced. On the
other hand Wew Zealand Lutherans did not have to suffer
the insults and injuries which their fathers bore at the
time of the first World Wer. But war naturally brings
with 1t restrictions and problems.

In the 1945 Convention the matter of calling a
missionary to work at large in the North Island was give
en attention. This move had been under consideration for
some time. The Board of Conference was instructed to
proceed in the matter 1f they were satisfied that the
time had come for such a move. The result was that in
1946 a graduate wae secured for this purpose. It is also
of interest to nmote that the President made speclal men-
tion of the fact that during the year some eight adults
had been gained for the Church, yet the general statis-
tice showed a decline.

Wellington again received a change of pastors in
1946. Appelt was succeeded by J. A. Paeche Almost im—
medietely Paech interested himself in the matter of youth
work by arranging saverél Youth Camps which proved most
successful. This was the first step towards the reorgan—-
isation of the Luther League which had ceased to function

in latter yearse.
In 1947, C. I. Koch arrived to take up the position
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of itinerant pastor in the North Island mission fields.

He was installed for this work on the 18th ilay, 1947, by
President Venz. 7The field ascigned was simply that of
the North Island fields known at that time as the liain
Ifrunk, Taranaki, East Coast, Walrarapa, and Wanganul Fields.
The idea behind this move was that scattered Lutherans
should be looked up and some systematic form of service
be arranged for these arease

Dr. Cl. lioopmann, (eneral President of tne Evangel—
ical Lutheran Church oi Australasia, visited the New Zea—
land Church in 1947. This was the first time for some
twenty-four years that the Distriet had received such an
official visit from the Australian brethren.

The Lutheran Laymen's Lesgue of New Zealand was or—
ganised in 1948. It was to concern itself particularly
with the matter of reising funds which could be used for
bullding purposes in Church Extension activities.

In 1948, it was reported that as a result of the wmove
to place en itinerant missionary in the field, some eight-
ecn preaching centers were receiving monthly services,
vhile several other places were being given quarterly
se;vices. The total number of souls in the area was 121.
Hore than one-thousand miles had to be covered monthly in
order to serve these folk. A commitiee was set up by the
Convention to. further study this work. As a result of the
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worik of this Committee, & call was issued for an sssis—
tant in this worke Candidate F. . Eckert was given the
call in 1948. He accepted and took up éuties early in
1949, lle wag.oinatalleﬁ by Te Punga at lMarton on March
27th, 1949.

Vuring Easter of 1949, a number of young folk met
at dlarton and declided to form a Dowinion wide Luther
Leugue. The organisation of this League was designed to
mect the meeds of people living in isolated parts of the
country as far as our Church was concerned, and not merely
to concera iiself with places where local societies could
be iormed. The constitution of the League waaj?utrmtted
to the 1949 District Convention and approved.

An lmportant date for the Church during this period
was June 28th, 1949. On this day the first draft of Dis-—
Placed Persons arrived in New Zealand, bringing some 300
nominal Lutherans. The Church had set up a speclal Im—
migration Comuittee to meet this neede. Koch was sent to
Camp Panlatua to act as Lutheran Chaplaine. The New Set—
tlers were to remain at the Camp for some three monihs
inorder to have some opportunity to learn the language

> = "Prea:l.dentsoneport" % ZIhirty-
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énd gemeral conditions of their new home-land. This also
8ave the Church an excellent opportunity to become ac—
gquainted with these people and also to follow them as
they were posted to their respective places of employ=-
ment by the Government. In the draft, there was also a
Latvian Lutheran Pastor, R. Reinfelds, who made applica=
tion for membership in the Conference. After a colloquy
he was accepted into membership and immediately employed
to assist in serving these people. The fact that it was
pert of' the policy of the Department of Labour to scat-
ter these people as much as possible, naturally added
to the problem of the Church in serving Lutherans in
diaspora.

The Latvian section of the immigrants formed a
Church orgzsnipation but immediately entered into a doc-
trinal agreement which gave full fellowship between these
folk and the established Conference. This was followed by
a "orking Agreement" whereby almost all chance of a divi-
sion between these people and the other Lutherans in the
country was made negligible. The future of the Lutheran
Church in New Zealand will undoubtedly depend much on the
attitude of these people towards their mother-church in
their new home-land. The total number of folk with a
Lutheran background to be brought to ‘.‘New Zealand under
these immigrstion schemes 1s about one—thousand souls.
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Vhen 1t is realised that this is almost the same number
of souls as were listed in the Concordia Conference before
the arrival of these immigrants, it is needless to state
that en impetus has been given to Lutheranism in New Zea-
land through their am'-:!.val.jz

Thus in 1950, Lutheranism in New Zealand was repre—
sented by the Evengelical Lutheran Concordia Conference
With some 1054 souls and eight pastors, and by the Im-
manuel Synod with some 250 souls and ome pastor, giving
an all-over strength of some 1300 souls and nine pastors.
This figure includes only a part of the immigrants as at
this time by no means all had become members in the local
congregations of the Churche At the turn of the century
the Lutheran cause was represented by eleven pastors, and
While there are no statistics available from the respec—
tive organiged congregations, the Government figure for
the period lists some five—thousand Lutherans.

Lutheranism has certainly not experienced days of
Prosperity in this Dominion. “he Church experienced iis
chief loss in the Immanuel Synod which declined in its
ministerial strength from five pastors to one in this per-
lod. On the other hand the record of the Concordia Con-
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ference is not such that it arouses great enthusiasm, yet
1% 1s a matter of no small importance that several congre-
gatlons were consolidated during this period and hence
brought to the work of Conference a certain measure of
8tability. On the other hand 1t must be born in mind that
in recent years the work of the Conference has been heav-
1ly subsidised from the Australisn Church. = Without this
help even the expansion work under-taken in the last ten
years would have been impossible.

e pray for God's blessing, that the next fifty
vyears may see a greater measure of growth for the ILuther—
an Church, but that sbove all the pastors of the Church
Will labour loyally under all conditions so that for the
Bake of numerical gain the truths of God's Word be not

compromised,
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CHAPTER IV

THE RELATION OF OTHER DENOMINATIONS TO THE POP-
ULATION OF NEY ZEALAND

Although the country was discovered by Tasman in -
1642, the firat known instance of Europeans landing on
the shores of this Dominionm was when Cook visited the
country in 1763. The first known instance of Europeans .
being left here to their own resourses was in 1792 when
@ party of seszlers was stranded on these shores. The first
body of lmmigrants under a definmite colonisation scheme
landed at Port Wicholson in 1840. After this period the
Population grew rapidly through immigration.

It was not until 1880 that the number of births in
the country excecded that of the imnd grants. However it .
is wortn noting thot in very recent yesers the number of
lmnigrents hag egain increaged cousiderably. For example,

in the 1945 census the number of births wes 37,723, while

the figurc for immigrants wes only 1704 The census of

1951 gave the number of birihs as Mh651 » While the figure

for immigrents had increased to 18,23!4.
These Tactors have had a noticeable effect on the

: m:% Statigtics (Wellington:

Government Printers, 192]‘}-
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Position of all the leading Church groups in New Zealand.
The number of Lutherans in the Dominion was at its high=
est level Just afier the strong immigretion period from
Europe towards the close of the last century. e note
that in 1887, Lutherans represented 1:36 percent of the
total population, winich 1s the highest percentage of
Lutherens ihis Dominion has known. The highest mumber
mumericalliy was reached in 1686, with a total of 5, 917
Persons.

Slullerly we find that when certain areas were open—
ed for settlement, it was necessary to belong to a certain
Church in order to qualify for the schemee Thus in the
South Island we find that Canterbury was settled byznngn-
tans, while Otago was eeltled by the Presbyterianse It
is smell wonder then that today we still find those Church
Eroups predominant in those arease

The distribution of the population of lew Zesland
revecls that although a larger percentage of people live
in the Horth Island, the country is fairly evenly settled.
Although the South igland contains about one-third more
land than the korth Ipland, it also contains much country
of a mountainous nature, which precludes all thought of

2
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Closer settlement. At present the population drift is to-
Wards the north, The reason given is that the climate 1s
varmer, and as the population is an eging one, this fact—
Or is of considersble importances Another point is that
the north is closer to the main world trade 1.'olrl;ea.'3

A further study shows that the Auckland Provincial
8rea which represents about 2 percent of the area of the
Dominion, contains a 1little over 35 percent of the popu-
lation. However, the density per sguare mile is only
about twenty-rive persons. The Wellington Province has
the densent population per square mile in Hew Eeahﬂ-
with a little in excess of thirty-two persoms.

In 1945, the average density of population per sguare
mile for the Dominion was sbout sixteen persons. It
should be noted that in relation to the population of the
country as a whole, there are no predominantly large cit-
les ae for example in Australia. The capital of New Zea-
land has about 10 percent of the total population, while
Auckland, which is the largest city, has about 15 percent
of the population. liore than 46 percent of the popula=-
tion live in towns of ten~thousand or more people. The
densest area of population is to be found in Auckland

3
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vhere in one section of the city we find some sixteen
persons to the acre. This is considered to be about ;ha
maximum density under the present system of housing.
Thus the population can be divided into 38 percent rural,
61 percent urban, ana the rest migratorye The Auckland
Provincial area, besides having the present highest per-
centage of population, has also registered ghe greatest
¢onstant increase for the past fifty years.

The population is divided on a religious basis chief-
1y among four domominations, Anglican, Presbyterian, Meth—
Odists, and Roman Catholic. Their combined membership in
1851 accounted for 91 percent of the peoples while in
1945 they represented 82 percent of the population. At
the same time we wust remember that in the census returns
more than two-thousand names were listed in answer to
Church menmbership, elthough it was obvious that many of
the nemes could be recognised as aynonyma.7 The Government
report recognises sbout forty different denominations.

Of these about fifteen can be considered as Christian
Churches, while the others ere chiefly anti-christian in

their endesvour:s.
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A comparison of the nmumber of adherents to the lead-
ing denominations as in 1851 and 1945 1s of interest. The
Anglican Church decreased from 53 percent of the popula=-
tion to 37 percent. The Presbyterian Church increased
from 15 to 23 percent of the population. The Roman Cathol~
ic Church has remained almost stationary with 13 percent.
The llethodists have shown a decline from 10 to 8 pomgt.
The Baptist Church hes shown some headway and now have
almost 1 percente The Congregational Church has decreas—
ed from :7 to :1 percent. We realise that in these figures
We have already accounted for most of the population of
New Zealand. The groups which are headed, "Refuse to State"”
and "All Others" have shown the somewhat alarming increase
from lj percent to more than 15 percent of the population
of the I)om:l.:::i.on.B

Among the groups mentioned by name which showed a
decline between 1936 and 1945, only three are given, the
Spiritualists who decreased by 36 percent, then the Luth—
erans who decrcased by 15 percent, and lastly the Congre-—
gationalists who decreased by 10 percents The groups which
showed the largest increase were anti-christian groupss
led by the group "Ho Religlion," with an increase of 157
percent, which in turn represented some 6,500 people.

8
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The Rationaliste increased by 39 percente On the other
hand the four leading Churches showed much smaller in-
¢reases as follows, the Anglican Church by :2 percent,
the Presbyterione by 2 percent, the Methodists by 7 per-
cent, and the Roman Catholics by 10 percent.

From these figures it at once becomes evident that
the majority of the population in New Zealand claim to
belons to some Churche The number who have listed them—
eelves as not belonging to a Church or even as belonging
%o some proup which is opposed to the Church, is a small
€roup when compared with the total nunber of people in
New Zealand. On the other hand we must remember that some
of the smaller groups have asctive mission programs, so
that vhen we remember the number of people already claim-
ing eome afriliction, we must realise that the problem
of "sheep-stealing" is a very real one vhen considering
a8 more eggressive mission policye It is most important
therefore that we make a comparison between the figures
given by the Government and those presented by the res—
Pective Churches.

Unfortunately, the Anglican Church, listed es having
some 800,000 adherents, does not state separate figures,
but we note that the number of people who communed et
Easter time would represent only one in ten of the com—-
municants according to the Government statistics. The
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number of children listed as attending their Sunday
8chools represents about one-quarter of the number which
Bhoulg be enrolled on the basis of the Government stetis—
tics.

In the case of the Presbyterian Church we have wore
8ccurste figures. In 1948 the Church reported that there
were some 130,000 persons who considered themselves as
Presbyterians, but with whom the Church had no contact.
In the following yesrs & speciel effort was made to reach
these people, end some 70,000 people were eggtaeted with
& gain to the Church of some 5,000 persons. From their
latest figures it would still appear that there must be
Some 100,000 persons who can only be conﬁ.dered as nom=
inal mewbers of the Presbyterian Churche

The picture of the Methodist Church is very similar.
On a conservative reckoning there must be some 60,000
nominal mewnibers with whom the Church has actually no con—
tact. On the other hand we should not overlook the fact
that this Church has one minister at work to every 100

The Chureh w" Suiatcharohs Goutie Souervitis

Wil ki.e Ltd" 1952;, PDe 191‘-195'

"Reporting Progress',; Pamphlet issued by the Pres—
byterﬁn Church of New Zealand, 1952, ppe 1=3.

5 Shereh o i nodin: Gtego baily Fimes

and 'f»':l.tnesa, 1955§ pasaim.
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Communicant members listed in the Church records.

On the other hand, such groups as the Brethren are
definitely more accurately listed in the government fig-
ures, although the Brethren have no figures of their own
%o show Brethren wembership throughout the Dominion. This
18 a minority group which has shown considerable increase
for a number of years. They are perhsps chiefly active inm
the rural areas. As there are many areas in New Zealand
Where the population is too sparse to make it possible
for the Churches to station ordained clergy, we find that
the Church order of the Brethren, where the local people
@re elected to be ministers of the congregation, natural-
1y suited for work in the remote rural areas. However in
any place where they are actives it is obvious that ome
reason for their expansion is that every member is con=
sldered as an active missionary for the Church. In New
Zealand the Brethren have some forty full-time workers
in their (':hm.w.:h."'3

From the national statistics we see that the only
Christian Church listed as having more male adherents
than female, is the Lutheran Church, with 57 percent male

assime
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ters, Eﬁésg DPe 26

Bgy,ﬂogg
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Members, Similarly, the Lutheran Church is one of the
four groups mentioned which have more rural than urban
Wembers, actually heading this section with 69 percent
rural members.-m

As we turn to the number of ministers or full-time
Workers employed by the Churches in New Zealand, we find
one officiant for seven~hundred members. If we omit the
Tigures for the four leading denominations, we find that
the smalier groups show one full-time worker for every
220 persons. In this figure we must bear in mind that the
menmbership of such groups as the Brethren is liested, and
that such groupe in turn do mot 1ist many full-time work—
€r's, although meny of their members serve as ministers of
the Church on g part-time basis.

fnother factor which we must keep in mind is that
in the lerger denominations also, besides the regulsr full-
time clergy, there is a considerable force of lay-preach=
ers. These are men who have completed a certain prescribed
¢ourse of instruction set down by the Church which makes
them eligible, where the congregation invites them, to
take a regular preaching service. This is of particular
importance when ministering to scattered rural communities

1

I
b ey L ] -'6-
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. Relisious gns!i! Report 1945 (Wellington:
Govermment Printers, 19?2?. PDe o
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is being cornidered. This would appear also to be one im=
poriant Tactor in the growth of the Brethren groups in
isolated commmnities.

The statistical position of the Lutheran Church im
1951, which represente the latest stsj.tiat!.ca available from
government guerters, lists 3309 members, while the Luther—
an Church could only cccount for about 2000 members. The
1951 census Tigures are an increase on the census figures
for 1945 by cbout 1000 persons. Thie gain is the result
of incressed immigration from European countries since the
vwar, and the fact that many Baltic people have beon :l.’c'.u'c-"6
ed to leave theilr homeland because of political problems.

Thus we note that from the statistieal point of view
1t must be granted that New Zealand is well represented
in respect to membership of its people in Christian Churches.
On the other hand, it must also be remembered that for
many people it is rather a matter of social custom to eclaim
membershin in some Christian Church, than a matter of con—
viction or of religious bellef. In other words such mem-
bership is purely nominal. This must also be remembered
in connection with considering the problems of the Luther-
an Church in this Dominion as it faces the task of mission

€xpansion.

10
Population Census 1951, Qe Slkes Do 7o
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