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CHAPTER I
INTRODUCTION

It 1s the purpose of this thesis to present the chief
fects of the history of the Missourl Synod's miasion work
In the state of Kansas in the context of its time,.

The perlod of time considered covers the years from
1854 %o 1838, 'The formor date 1s chosen Lecause this is
the year in which the Territory of Kensas was formed by &n
act of the Congress of the United States, Although the
Missourl Synod was not sctive in the area for almost sewvsn
years after thls date, the writer fesls that at least an
overview of what had transpired before the advent of the
igssourli Synod in Kaensas 1g egsential ¢o an understanding
of the growth of that bedy in the state. The terminal date
of 1888 l1la chosen because by that year the congregations
of' the ¥Migsourl Synod in Kensas had advanced to the polnt
that they were able Lo form a separate district of the
aynod.

Although the work of the Kensas misslonarlies extended
rarther west than the border of Kansas, the preaent day
houndaries of that state constitute for the purpose of
this psper the geographical limits of the Investigstlion.

The work of the synod in Kaensas 1s studled with re=-
apect to the whole group of éongregationa in Kansas claim=-
ing alloglsnce with the Missouri Synod. It 1a, thorefore,

~
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not 2 collectlion of congregational histories.

The matter of gources for this trcatment deserves
mention, The socondary source materisl for such a gubjects
aa this 1s not extensive. Beyond two histories of the
Kangas District very little has been written on the subw
Jject. There are in existence & number of congregational
historiea, but since the facts given in these are seldem
documented and are often recollectiona of individuals,
extrems caubtion musht be exercised in using thom.

It 1g to be noted that in this paper the terms "the
church® and "the synod," unless otherwise deslgnated, refer

%o the now Lutheran Churche=iligsourli Synod.



HAPTER IX
THE SCHEIE

The idea of migssion work in the Tubheran Churche-
HMlssourl Synod 1s considerably changed from that which ex=
lsted and which governed 1% a cenbury &ago. ’For her mission;—
arles in the nineteenth century the chief task wag that of
seaking out those people who fulfilled, generally speaking,
two requiremenis, They must hsve previcusly claimed al-
leglilance to the Lutheran church, and they must be Jermane
apeaking pcople.; It waa with this 2im in mind that the
misslonaries wont to bulld and to serve the church in the
state of Kansas in the carly years of its exlstence. Con=-
sequently, by the btime the church srrived much had taken
place in thls secticn of the country and the church found
a situation with which she had toc deal rather than a situ=-
ation which she could mold to it her inlerests and inclin=
ations.

ror aluost ten years bvafore the arrival of the first
resident paator of the Migsouri Synod in 18861 there had
been & movemsnt of poople into the Kanaas Territory. It
wag as part of the Loulslana Purchase that Kansas in 1803
had come into the poagsession of the United States of Ameri=
ca. This vast tract of land, extending from the Guli of

tfexico in the South to the Pacilic Ocean in the Northwest,
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was generally unlmown ené unmapped whon the United States
entered into the btransaction, and so 1% was that in 1804
the well-known expedition of Merlwether Iewis and Captaln
Willlem Clark set out from St, Touls with a par &y of forty-
five to explore a portion of the country whlch had recent=
ly been aecquired, On thls trip they sraversed the Great
Plalns, touchlng In July =2 corner of what was to be the
state of Kanaas.l
In 1806 anobther expedition was sent out under the
loadership of Lisubensnt Zebulon Pike to return a group of
Osage and Pawnee Indiang to thelr villages. Thls party
continued on west as Tar as the Rocky Mountains, following
the courss of the Arkansas River. Lisutenant Pike's report
wag not one %o foster the settling of the country when the
frontier had advanced to the eastern edge of it, for he re-
corded in hig Journal affer he had sesn much of the country-~
aide of Hansas:
In the western traverse of the Louisisna the follow=-
ing general ooservations may be made: Trom the Missourl
to the head of the Osage river, a distance in a straignt
line of probably 300 miles, the country will admlt a
numerous, extensive snd compact populations from thonce,
on the rivers La Plate, Arksnsss end Kansas, and thelr

varlous Lranches, 1t appears tosme only possibls to
introduce a limited population,’ \

lyoble L. Prentis, A History of Kansss (Topeka, Kansasg:
ceroline E. Prentis, c.1893), p.¥6.

27bid., pe 279.
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This portion of the country in the years which Tollowed was
comuonly known as the "Great Amsvican Desert.”
The nineteenth contury saw the phenomenon of & weat=
ward-moving fronilar, a thing which was one of the most
Influentlal factors in the development of the Unibsed States

in that century and which has connotations relovant to this

©
study.3 Frofessor Paxgon has stated that there wers two
forces which kept In motlon the westwsard movement of popu-
lation: the necessliiy of soclety to cavs for those people
reaching adulthood, to provide them with an opportunity to
garn bthelir livelihood; and the opportunity to fulfill this
nocesalty given In the supply of uneclaimed land to the west:.é
The zreat increase in immigration in the middle of the
ninetecenth contury made the spread to the west even more
imperative sa the prsss of population in ths eastern sections
of the Union became greater. At the turn of the century in
1800 the western frontier lay approximately at the western

boundarles of the present-day esstern seabosrd statea,s

Stne pioacger student of the frontier and its signifi=-
cence in American hlstory is ¥. J. Turner, who broke ground
with his paper, "The 5ignificance of the Fronbtler In Ameri-
can History," The Frontier in American History (¥ew York:
Tlenry Tols and Go.,tc.IEEO)i pp.l—saéi Se?aa :o, ?.FL.gbt
Paxson, History of the American Froatier (Doston: Hou on
ﬁirflia COe.p Cel0U24), @ vVoOry signiticant contribubtione.

4Paxson, Ope Clie, Pa 186,
5111d., Do 113s
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while by 1830 1t had advanced to the Misslisalppl River, with
a "tonbacle" extonded along the Misaouri Hiver to Kansas

City.s

In apite of the momentum of the frontier snd the call
of tho unexplored wildernecss wilth its power to attract the
peculiar frontler personality which had developed in the

years of the westward trend the fact 1s that with the reach-

od

-

ing of the western boundary of NMisszouri in 1820 the move-
ment paused for some twenbty years. There are varlous rea-
song to which can be assigned the cause of this fact, ZIRvar
since the journeys of Lewis and Clark in 1804 to 1806, and
of Plke and his pswrty in 1806, the Great Plains had been by
reputation an uninhablitable stretch of 1and, and people
would do better to "leave the prairiles, incapable of culbi=
vation, to tho wandering aborigines of the country.“v For
people who had come {rom the woods and rolling country of
the eastern half of the contlinent Lhe land must indeed have
appeared barren. Tha threat of danger from Indian tribes
in this country was also gomewhat more than imaginary, and
if rumor was as powerful then as now the popular ldea of

the danger of living in that portion of the counbry was

S1vid., pe 261,

Tpike's journal of 1806, quoted by Prentis, op. cit.,
De 244
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probably even greater, Bubt the resson which seems %o have
bean most responaible for Lhe panwse Iin the weatward move~
ment was the fact that if settlers ventured out inbto the
prairies, that even Lf they werae successful in raising
crops &nd obtaining enough marketable goods, there was no
way In which they could then send thelr goods to the markets
farther east. At Kansas City 1t wss s%ill posaidvle for
them to ship thelr goods by way of the lHissouri River to
the market at St. Louls, but a move ferther west cut them
of f both from the supplies they would need and from the
donand for thelr preﬂucts.s For years the force of these
fachts was aufliclent to keap the vast majority of would=be

setbtlers from entiering upon the plaina west of Kansas City,

4]

o that even in 1853 there was no large population in the
(o]
arag.”
In the three decades before the throngs did eventually
arrive, the way was being prepared by various eventa and

developmenise. The firat of the major preparations was the

a?axson, ope Cl6.; pP. 4235, gives as ressons for the
above menticnea pause the facts that the land dld not look
desirsble, snd that its crops would have had no merket
without means of transportatlione.

91bide., De 424. Paxson here states that "as late as
1853, the Commisslioner of Indian Affairs, Jeorge W. Hany=
penny, reported that there was no serious encroachment of
squatters upon the lands of his wards west of Towa and

Hisgourli.”

PRITZLAFF MEMORIAL LIBRARY
. CONCORDIA SZMINARY
ST. LOUIS, NO.

ai i Fl
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opening of the Santa Te¢ Trall In the year 1824, signilicant
for this sbtudy in view of the fact that four hundred of the
gome seven hundred mllaes of this trall lay in the Kansas
ars8. Thls meant that In the years this trail was in use
some people were consbtantly travelling through thils counbtry-
aide, discovering by their own experience that while the
land was not like the woods of the Easit, it was not so
barren &8s had {irst Leen assumed. When they nad themselves
crogsed the Great Plaelins snd survived they reaslized that
although 1ife here might be difflecults it was coertainly not
Impossible. A3 8 result of the Sants Te Trall settlementa
were aseb up along the path to provide suppllos for the peri-
lous journey. In the years this trall was in use supply
statlons were gradually bullt farther and farther west.
Thus, while the last supply station was in ¥ranklin, Missouri
ak the opening of the trail, after several yeara had passsed
a supply post had been set up at Councll CGrove, Kanaas-lo
A8 these outpoats of clvilizatlion were establighed in the
territory the journey and the country graduelly came to
seem lesg forblddinge.

In view of those cdevelopments 1% is posaible that the
movemant into the Xanses territory might have started much

earlier. Thils posslbllity was chocked, however, with the

loPrentis, Ope clt., DPe 30,
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establishment of the Indian Terrltory by the act of Coag-
grogs ratified on lay 26, 1830« The westward flow of
people had pregented tho government of the United States
with a8 problems The land which was seing occupled by thaese
settlers was land which had formerly besn the reslm of ths
‘marican Indian tribes. XRecognizing thet the two ecivile
zatlons were Incompatlible the governmont adopted the policy
cf movins the Indian $tribes farther west as the throng of
settlement advanced in that dirsection. By the act of 1830
the Indlan trlbes of the territory being occupied werse
moved west of the HMigsslsslppl River to make room for the
sattlement of the country. Haintslining the current opinion
that the "Creat Ameoricsn Desert®™ would prove to be unin=-
habltabls for all time, the government set aslde these
lands of the CGreat Plains for the perpetual use of the
Indisn trives, "to be theirs fﬁrevar,"ll the way was pre-
nared for the ultimate invasion of the land by cilvilization.
It wes Iin conanection with thess Indian lands that various
forts were set up in Xansss, such as Fort Leavenworth (es-
tablighed in 1827), snd later, Fort Scott, TFort filey, Fort
Hayes, "ort Larned, Fort Dodge and others. Thus, sven in
the years whon the land of the plains was ostensibly the

exclugive property of the Indians %there existed these out=

1lIbid o3 Do 33 e
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poats of wesbern civilization. The forts formed hubs for
the little clrcles of setilemants which were establlished in
this period, for 1t wes glways posslible for a limited num=-
ber of clvillan people to make their living from a militery
poat. While these ostablishmonts did not draw the psople
into the terribory in any great numbers during this period,
when the territory was thrown open Lo asettlement these
forta sttrscted the settlers firstg,

In thils ssme period of time the ounding of the Indisn
mlaslong in Kensas took place. 7The Roman Catholle church
was somewhet cctive in this work there, but it 1s the work
of the Mathodlst missionaries among the Indians of Kensas
that 1s most gignificent sbout this tima.12 Paside the

soldier snd the missiocnary the othar white men whose presence

12phe Methodist church had become interested in Indian
migsiona earlier in the century, dating especlally from 1816.
Tn 16825 missionaries were appointed to serve the Choctaws,
but with the removal of the Indians to the West their work
was delayed for a time. It waa, however, only & delay, fop
in 1830 ateps were taken %o serve the tribes in Kansas,
m July, 1830, Geo. Vashon, government agent among the
Shawnoas wrobte to Jesse CGrecne, presiding elder of the
¥isaouri District of the Methodist church, urglng him to
start a misslon among the people of that tribe. Greesne pre=
sentad the lotter to the conference at 3t. Touis iIn Septem=
ber and bthey without delay assigneé the brothers, Thomas
and Williem Johnson %o the task, In 1845 there were enough
missions in existence to form the Indian MNission Conference.
This informotion 1s from Willism Werren Swoet, "The Metho=
distss A Collschion of Source HMaterials.®: Foliglon on the
tmerican “rontier. IV. (Chicago: The University o
Thicago Press, C.1D4G.), pp. 429-500,
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was common weat ol the {rontler was the Indian trader, Thus,
throughout this period, although the country was given over
%o the Indlan tribes, there were still representatives of
the white race gmong theme. When the land was later thrown
open Lo settlement it was not the {irst time & white man
had stepped into the counbtry to live, and it may Le that
the knowledge of this fect calmed the fears of those who
were sfrald that 1t was imposaible to maintaln onasself on
thiag land,

The single factor perhaps most responsible for the
settlemant of the bterritory of Kansas waa the railroad, As
notad above, one of the things which held back the wave of
gettlers f{rom ontering the Kanssa area wss the lack of ade~
quate transportation facillties to teke thelr preoduce o
marlket. WLth the solubtlion of this problem it is not re=-
markable thalt the wide open rencﬁes of the plainsg should
also have been taken over la the drive %o the west.

The plan for s transcontinental rallrosd was not a new
one, {or as early as 1836 a2 convenbtion had sssembled in
¥noxville, Tennessee under the chairmaﬁshiﬁ ol Robert Y.
Heyne to discuss just such o g.u-ajemt:.]':5 This plan, as
Professor Paxson observes, was concerned with a "Oreat

southern Route,” for the bellef was still prevalent that

lsyaxson, Ope cltie, De 41ll.
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the Unlted States had reached its full growth. A plan for
& more centrsl route was rendered impossible of execution
by the barrier of the Indian lands.14 In 1845 agein a
southwestern convention was held in "a renewsd attempt to
give vitality to mouthern and western trﬁnsporhation,"ls
which proved to be the beginalng of further afforts to ox=-
tend tronsportation lines Into the west. During the decade
of the fortles the western communities also began to agl-
tate lor the extension of transportation and succeeaded in
moving the federal government to make wholasale land grants

18

for thoe use of railroads 1ln the years arlfter 1850, Alm

though something of a start was made with the building of

2 small line in Missouri, the plan was held back both by

financial di?ficultieslf end by the barricr of the Indian
torritories. With respect teo the latter

« » » & domand arose that the Indian Frontier be
abolishad, that the tribes of the border be made to
cede thelr lands again, and that a right of way for
the agriculiural frnntier be scguiraed west of the
fend of the lMigsourl. Tho comaissloner of Indian
Affalirs was directed In 1853 to_undertalke the nego-
tiationa and romove the tribes.

1?;2£§., P, 411,
191h1d., pe 412
161v1d., pe 417.
171v14., ppe 413-217,
1

8rbid., pe 451



13

Thua began the eciivity by the goveranment of securing the
land on which the Indians lived, in moat cases oy means of
cesh settlements. >

It waes with a view to the Huilding of a transcontinen~
tal raillroad through the territory designated for the per=
petusl use of the Indians that Senator Douglss of Tllincis
in 1854 proposed the Nebraska B1ll to corgenize the lan

S

Intko a torrlitory. When that feiled to peas he brought

another proposal which split the area into two terrltorles,

Fensas and liebrasks, thus creuting the poasibiliiy of Horth

19,

Iblde, pe 432, Some of the tribes, ol course; re=-
fused to enter Into the spirit »f the venture and diadained
any sort of gsetilement for thelr land, which they wanted to
retaln. The most important of these were the Delawsres,
vhose regserve btouched the ilgsourl line et independence and
thua presented an obstacle o the settlement of the reglon
around Fort Leavenworth. Even in these years, however,
there was somo white population in the area, and Prentls,
Ope Clbe; pPe 41, states thet slresdy in 1852 there were
Some lesble oflforks to become a territory,.

goThere has been consideresble discussion and disagree=-
mant by historiana concerning the motives of Douglas in
proposing the Nebraskas Bill snd later the Kansas~Nebraska
711l to congress. Tacts, however, would seem to fevor the
judzment thet rather then sseking thus to foster the cuause
of slevery he was orimarlily concerned with the rallroad
plan, and particularly with seeing that plan involve a
route through tha central rather than the southern sectlon
ci the countrye. One must remember that the Cadsden Purchase
of 13535 had made the southarn route a very rezal possibility.
Tor a discussion of this by one who sesks especlslly to
view %he prable? fru? Eae sguzgern v%?wpo%ptksaacive§y
Craven, 'The Coming O he Civ war (Wew York: arlas
Scribn;ﬁTE_Sons, Cel04Z), PDe 0206=35lse
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gnd South each gaining @ state. This, of course, was conw-
trary to the undersitanding of the Missouri Compromise, but
in spite of that the bill was slgned by President Plerce
in Msy, 1854, The bill provlided with reference %o Kensas
that

s » o wWhen admitted as & State or States, the said

Tar,lbtory, or any portion of the same, shall be reo-

celved into the Union with or without slavsry, as

the%r cunséihution may prescribe at the time of their
sdmigsglon.

This clauge concerning slevery was to be the major
factor in tho apeady populating of the state. Worthern and
Southern citizens were equally convinced that thls new
territory should be brought into thelr own partieular camp,
and to Insure that end's being reached staps were taken by
voth sides. The decision concerning the fubure allegiance
of the state was ultimately up to the Inhablitanbs of the
territory, for 1t was they who would determine by thelr
sdoption of & constitution whother the atate would be Slave
or "rea. In view of this fact the most feasible plan Ilor
both =zides seemed to be that of making certain that there
wera enough of one's own adherents present and voting to

carry any decision or election. FKach of the factions, how=

evar, gsought to sccomplish this in 8 dlfferent manner. The

2lpne Kaensas-Nebraska Act, scction nlneteen, quoted in
Robert Birley, Speaeches and Documsents in American History.
IIs (London,’EngEanaz UxTord Universiby Pro3s, NeCe),
De 196,




15
Worth brought in her voters and settled them 1In the state.
The South; loss able to carry out such a program, was
repregentad in the vobting chieflly by devoted, sometimes
fanatical followerg from Migssouri who made the trip across
the atate line to vote on vital lasuoa.

Sinca 1853 the fedsrel government had been purchasing
the land from the Indians, On May 39, 1854;the Kangag=
Hebraska Bill became active, and a land oflice was opened
in the Indian Countr»y ascresgs the horder Irom Migssourl in
July, 1854 to retall the land of the territory to settlers.22
85111, 1% seems there waa no lmmediate rush by elther side
to ponulate the land and to purchase tracts of land from the
governcent, That rush was to come whan the North and the
South began %o compete with one another in amassing repre=
sentation in the territory. In the month immedistely fole
lowling the passage of tho Kansas=-Nebrasska Act the immigra=-
tion was mede up chiefly of people from across the border
in Missouri, strongly pro~slavery, who "honestly supposed
that the pasgage of the Kensag-Nebraska Act implled that
Kansas waa glven over to slavary,"zs and peocople {rom the

weatern States, Iowa, Illinoils and Indlsna, who entered

gaPaxson, ope. clte, p. 432,

257ames Ford Rhodes, History of the United States from
the Compromise of 1850. ITa. (llew YOrk: larper & orothers

Publishers, C.l802), De 78
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"actuated oy the ploneer apirit."24 The actlivlity of the
definitely psritlsan groups was nob long In starting, however,
and in tho years.which followed this it kept pace with the
high feeling existing botwesen the two sections of the coun=-
trye.

In July, 1854, the Imigrent-Ald Company in New England
gent out Lts first party to Kansaa, but the influence of
thage people in Kansas wes not particularly strong in the
election held in lovember, 1854.25 In fzct, it was general-
Ly assumoed that this scheme for gaining & controlling in-
toreat In the government ol the state had failed.aﬁ In
the months which followed, however, things vecsme more
heated and more complic&ted.sv g the ceuse of the abo=-
litionists In Xensas galined support the emigrant asid apcle-
tiaa also profited snd were sble to send more snd more

people into the bterritory. Thls was eapecislly true after

241p1d., pe 78s

25351d., ps 80.

267514., pe Bl

27By the end of 1855 Slave and Free partles had each
elacted ita sepsrate leglslature and adopted ita own con=
atitusion, The f{edorel government then was faced wiih two
lagislstures. To determine which one wag legal and empowered
to pugs leglalation 8 congressiongl commlittee was eppointed
to Investligate the troubles in Hansas, [eeling over the
¥snsga ilgsue ran high in both North and Soubh, with the
Yorth incensed over the illegal voting of the pro-slavery
adherents and the South rezarding the activity of the emig-
rant aid socletles as unfair,
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the excltemant arising from the events of 1856 (the sack of
Lawrence, the actlvity of "Lsne's Army," the raids of the
"porder Ruffisng") had dled down. This was not the ond of
the atruggle however, and in the years following this the
terrltory was stlll disturved by countless skirmishes be-
tween the btwo partiles,

tmong those whom the emlgrant ald socletlies enlisted
and persuzded Lo enter Kaenses Territory were also Ruropasn
rants. Tecently come iInto the country, in need of a
f support, and LY vocatlon people of the soll, £
these people were likely prcﬂnacda %o join the parties of
poopls then seling orgsnized to populate the Territory of
% nsas.g'

The method of the Southern sympeathizers was, by force

2“”. Fe Paullmer, American 1"c:n::»m':mﬁc: Tistor {Vew Yori:
Harper snd Brothers Publishers, C.looD), dtl, stetea

that before 1860 the Jerman immi"rsnt was likely to be 8
farmer. The skatement is found in John A. Hewgood, The
Tragedy of ferman=-/‘merica (¥ew York: &. P. Putnen’s 806 Sons,

'3%0;, Da 07, that German Immigration, which had been
increazing since 1830, hit a peak in 1854 of 215,000 people,
half? of the total Zuropean immigration.

zgﬁn example of this is glven in the founding o the
clty of Humboldi, Kanszs. Tho founders of this town, J. A.
coffey end Ne. Be Dlanbon, after purchasing lend for thelr
proposed town get about Tinding pesople te start thelr town.
They soon located a colony of Terman lmmigrsnts whieh had
been organized at Hartlford, Conneciicut during the winter
o 1856~1857 and had veon sent to Kanses to help make it a
free state. Thege poople Coffey and Blanton inducad to
locatie on the proposed town site. Seventy~-Lifth nnnivarsarx
S8t. Peter's “vangglical Tutheran Churcn, Humboldbt, Ksansas,
June ;E, 1058, De
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of circumstancos, somewhat dlflerent from that of the groups
just dlscussed. The plan of sending compatriots into the
territory was also consldered by the South, bubt they were
not as readily asble to teke advantage of this means of
making slavery an institution in the uhate.aa Those who
were vesy Titted to introduce slavery lnte the territory,
the property owners, were economically rather strongly
bound to thelr plantations and could not easlily givs up
those plsces end move. Thus, the only representatives the
South could muster in the shorit time were the poor whites
who owned no land, ané the people of western Hiasouri.51

0f the people who in the decada of the {ifties were
flowing into the Kansas Terrltory we are most concerned
with those who had recently come from Germany, for it was
to thege bLhaet the synod a8t that Time directed 1ts domestic
mlassion endesvors almost exclusively. The lMlgssouri Synod
of that dey was 1ltself{ a {irst generation German church,
conducting its business znd spreading 1ts message 1In the
terman lenguage, and so 1t is not romarkadle that it also

sow its chief task as one of sseking out the thousands of

Serman Lutherans who were entering the States svery year.

3014 was the theory of Stringlellow that if enough
slaveholders with slaves could be brought into the territory
the practlce would be so flrmly established that Hthey would
not be disturveds Rhodes, ope cif., pDe 100,

Slibid., ps 101,

PGS
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Thus, one finds in considering the work of the synod in the
sarly Gays ol Kansas fhat she was interested here azlso in
the people of Carman origin.
Immigration {rom Cermeny in the lest century may be

divided into three "waves" sc¢cording to the judgment of
52

Priedrich Musenche. The flrst of these, attracted by
Duden's bock on Amerlca, consisting chielfly of people of
the laboring and peasant clssses, came to this country dur=
ing the thilrties and forties of the nineteenth century, the
namoers rasching 2 high in 1854 ,9° The next wave of German
immirrants entered in the years following the Civil ®ar,

This was probably to 2 large msasure ths result of the

Tranco-rrussian difficulty in Europe with its threat of

P

nilitary duby end increagsed texes. This finsl wave reached
its peak in the middle of the eighth decade of the last
century.

The specifie causes for each of thsese mass mocvemants

from fOermany differed in thelir details, of course, but

there are cortaln comnon factors which can be detected in

5244 Be Maust, The Germsn Dlemsnt in the United Statss
with Speclal Heference to i1ts Politicel, uoral, Socisl, &and
EéucafgonaI Influence (#ew vork: The steubsn Socliety of
Americe, CelB00), L, ppe 5:8=589.

S8 awgood, 9ps oit., pe 57. It would soem that this
Tirst wave included @lso the group of the latter years of
this period, conslsting largely of merchants, msnufacturers,
journaliasts end suche They applisd the terms to each other,
tdle oruene” for the lattor groupg "dle Graue® referring to
the formoit.
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all three ol these porlodsi factors which were to & large
pars responsible Tor the phenomanon. During this period
Germeny was vDeset wlth problems of ovorpopulatlion 2nd over-
praduction. The industrial revolution had had its elffect
slgo upon Germany, end in conseguencoe the arbtisans and
crafbamen found that they were no longer assential.sé The
ovarcrowding affected also the farming reglons, and many of
the younger generation ssw a better future for themselves
in the NHew %VWorld., The reports which cama from America of
an 2bundance of land, of financial succesa, of Light taxes,
21l Gthesae were welcome news Lo people whe could nob see
much hope for a betbtorment of thelr conditions at home in
the near future. The fact that ocean travel wag cheapor at
thls time ond that many of their fellow countrymen were

=

malking the trip no doubdbt made the decislion much easiexn,

Lt

Pl

- 56
0f those people entering from Germany meny were Lutherans,

and during the period bafore the war meny wore also farmers.

34Fauat, OPe Cite, De S584e

55HJwgood, Ope clie, PPe 62-66, notes the significant
correlalion bebtwéen immigration from Termany end oconomie
conditions bobth there and in this country. At the times
whon the outloolk in dermany wes gloomy and bthe condltions
in the United States healthy we f£ind that therse was a very
definite rise in the number of poopla coming to this country
from Germanye

SGThia was to be especlally true afier the Civil Wer,.
Ae Re Wentz, The Luthersn Church in American History (Phila=-
delphias The United luctheran Puullcatlon fouse, c.l933),

Pe 178 .
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It 1s not amezing then thst evsn the earlicst mlssionsriass
to the state were able o musbor congrepgations.

The people who came from Geormany during bthls tlme ware
people who ware, ganerally speaking, opposed on principle
t0o any cuvrtailment -of an individual's rights, Thus it is
that in the queation of slavery thoy aligned themselves
"almost to & man" with the Union cause.37 To them Faust
credite the turning of "the tide of senbtiment in HMiasourl

h
"% with this attitude over

in favor of the Uniocn causo.
against alavery they were likely progspacts when the emigrant
ald goclieties of the MNow Bngland atates were loocking for
people whom they could organize to entsr the Territory of
Kanaes, poople upon whom they could depend to maintain the
antiglavery poslition.

The slave-{rae question waz probably not the parsmount
concern for the Cerman Immigrant when he conaidered the
prospsect of settiing in the recently opened territory.

This is particularly true with reference to those Germans

who moved into Xanses from other stabes of the 0ld Nopthe-

weshe. Rather than beling advocetes of the 'ree State doc=

57peust, ope cibe, I, De 446

SBHBWgood, ope clte, Pe 50, observas on this point
that while the Gormsns sihunned slavery they are not to be
classed emong the abolitlionists, They were rather opposed
to the further extenslon of slavery and or that rosson they
wore oppoged to the Kansas-lebrasks Acte ;
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trine these people were primarily farmers, &nd 2s such they
were more interested in the prospoct of having thelr oun
place of lsnd in the West. The German, raised 1ln & country
where every acre of land waa proclous, was very reaspectful
of land, and because of that he wss particular and careful
with his own property.sg Ae Be Taust observes that the
Germen farmer coming o this counbtry in the last century
succeeded in hils vocation here for various reassons: he looked
for good, producilive lands he was careful in caring Tor the
goils he was oconomical; he cered for hig livestocks he was
orderly; he, with the family, did all the work of the farm
alone; and he was interested in keeping the farm in the

.-‘.'amil:f.g‘ :

Thug, when the Amerlcan farmer moved on with the
frontier, selling his farm, the German was ready to buy it
and to expend the energy necesgery to make the farm prolite
able.
hg 2 class the German people were not froatieramene

Father than apearhead the drive to the West they preferred
to follow in a lster wave and to develop the land which had
been broken by the firsgit settlers of the country. Coming

za they did from Burope, they were used to having at least

more of the comflorts and embellishmenits of civilized culbture

591pid., Dpe 3l-32.
40?&‘131:' _22. Bi'ﬁ., II, 99‘. 29-50.
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than they were able to have living in the Far Weat. Alw
though a conaiderable number of them had come to live on
khe frontier 1t wea not in &nswer %o any "eall of tho un=

o

. o 4z
kmown" or any Wanderlust, “  but what would seem to be rather

the result of circumsisnces. These people were coming to
this country In greast numbers, they nesded a meanz of sup~
port, the land in distsnt Xansag provided an angwer %o
their problem; end so they were rcady to join the groupa
erganizing to settle in the West,

That thelr ettrsction waa not the frontier 1s not only
a daduction from kmowledge of their general character; but
1a aevident in the fact that In the following years, when
the frontier moved on west, the German farmers wero not
tempbed Lo lsave the land they had settled and to follow
the wave, but bthey remalned wharae they wers. Nor would the
type of lend they found on the Great Plalns appeal to these
people particularly. Glven hia choice the Sermsn farmer
would undersbtandably choose that land which mosat resembled

the lznd o which he was sccusitomed, wooded, rolling coun~=

“lonig was parbicularly true of the fmmigrenta lmown
ag "die Gruene® and montioned above, who were accusbtomed to
2 hizh order of culture in thelr lives.

4209?1 Holinzen, about 158D, pointed up the differonce
satween the Americen tempersment which had developed snd
that of the German immigcrant in two phrases: '"Wag als
Deutscher oin Traeumer wlird, das wird als Ameriksner eln
Toafer," and, "Wo der Deutsche eine Phantaaie hat, hat der
rmorikaner eine Speculation.” GQuoted by Hewgood, op. cit.,
Pe 24,
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tryside.43 once there,; howaver, these people would setitle
in ons locallty and would there build up their own community.
Since they had in common & language, background snd tempora-
ment which were different from the other settlers con these
lends, they werse Iinclined from the very first to be clannish,
Thils chasracterlstic wos gelf-perpetuating, especislly since
they clung so tenaciously o the language which was desr to
thaem .44

But the CGermen setilors did come to Kansag, and they

foung thar

6]

8 land vastly different from that to which they
had been asccustomed since their childhood. The face of the
pralries, as indlcated above, was something new and strange
to theme. Whille they were sccustomed to trees and woods,
these settlerg found that even in the esstern section of
the state, whore they firat made their homes, trces were
searce, and ware pgenerally to be found only alongside the
streoms. The western psrt of the state, to which the im-

migrants were %o go In the succeeding years, was devoid

45I?.:id., pPe 27, Particularly revesling in this matter
of the Terman's ebttitude owvsr against the lsnd of the
prairies 1a an artlcle written by & Lutheran pastor in
Wiaconsin, Hoffmann, "Einlges uebsr innere Xission asus der
Missourisynode,” Zvange-tuthe Migsion und Kirche unter den
Doubschen Hord-Amerika’s, 11 (1'COTUETY, 1060}, De L0e. »

440135 was a characteristic of the Cermen immigrants
throughout this perlod. It was only in the case of those
Imnigrents who settled in areas whers there were not many
ol thair langusge group that the Zuglish lenguags cams into
current use with thome Toust, Ope clte; II, De %10e .
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of’ even the amell hills of the eastern part of ths terri-
tory. Such a countryside was vory likely nobt considered

inhabitable by these German people at that time. Some idea

o

I the appearance of the southeastern corner of the terrl-
tory 1s given us in 8 certaln lirs, Colt's deacription:

These prairies aspresd ouvt far and wlde, like s green
ogoan, and they preoaent something of that opticsal
1llusion seen in deserba, called "mirapge, cousing dige
tant objects to be seen double, as il rerlected iIn a
mirror, so a3 to eppear aa if suspended in the ailr;"
in deserts it prasenta the appearance of water = here
it makes the next wood geem NOBTETs s & o

or again,;
broad green scea of pralrie iz apread oubt before us,
gnd In thae distance large mounds stretch themselves
along the horizon; some In the Torm of cones, others
roof ahape = not a traee or shrub shade their summits
or sides, but the dbright rays of the morning rgys of
the morning sun illwmine their whole surfacoss
fin Enpglishmen who hsd come to this country and who was
gstaetioned with the army at Fort Leavenworth, Xansas de=-
scribed the countryside of Kansas in 1856 as "appearing
vary f£ine uut the land 1s rather deflicient in wood and
water and the resources of the Country are as yet but Tesbly
46
developad."™
The importance of readily available water in the life

of' he zattlars dictated that the settlemoents should ba

45yirlam Davia Colt, Went Lo Kansas (Waterbtowm: L.
Ingalls snd Company, 138G2), pp. 59~40.

48y, 0. orayer, To Form a More Perfect Union (Albu-
guerque, New HMexico: The University ol Hew lfexico Preas,
Cel041), Do 7.
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plascod aslongaide the streams end rivers, It is for this
regaon that the earliast forts and towns were a2lways situ=~
ated Leslde or within eossgy sccess of fresh running water.
This was & factor also 1ln the case of the CGerman farmera
coming iInto Kensas, snd so it i1s that
» » o alregady at the time 1t was atill a territory
many ferman Lutheran, eapecially from Iowa, Minnesota
g§d_wisc?ns§n,uimmigrgﬁea to Kansasdand settled par=~- 27
ticularly in the frultiul valleya of the many craaks,
The cities which oxisted at the tims were amall, At
first the towns quite nasburslly grew up about'the foptia,.
In the very carly days of settlement it was necessary that
the settlers have adequate protection, for in those days
this weg still Indlan country., With the abolltion of the
Indian Lands the threat of marauding tribes 1n et least the
pastern soction of the state became less, and people felt
safe in organizing towns farther away {rom where the militla
. were stationed. Ilere zlso, howover, it was Gthe usual prsc=
ltice %o sottle close togethar, for there were still times
when tho safety of numbers was to be desired, Once the
territory had been thrown open to sottloment and the po=-
gitions of the Slave and the ¥Freo pasrtles wlth reaspect to
Kanges haed come into the opsn, the organizing of town com=

panies becsme comazon practlce. It seoms that this could

A% " = 5
e Ke Ce Vatter, Rurzgerfasste Geachichte dos Kansas-

Ve

Distrikts (lLeavenworth, Kansas: Teavenworth Tribuene, 1913;,

De %o




27
be done in sceveral ways., In some cages the compsnies were
organized in the Tast, the shares being sold there with the
promigg that there would be provided for the setilers the
necessities of Llife, such as a mill and a means of market=
ing thelr 30053.48 Ory, in onother case, an individusl or a
group of individuala might select @ loeation which should
prove suldable for a town, buy the claima of the man or men
tc whom the land belonged, snd sell the lots to the people
whno were coming into the sﬁata.ég In the earllieat days the
forman people scom to have been atiracted by the land rather
than by the towns. In later years, howevar, we find that
gome of the towna boasted a considerable German population,
The Cermansg who came were nol, as a rule, wealthy,.

The offer of the federzl government to sell land for §1.25
per acre Lo any head of & {emily who lived on 1t for a set
pericd of time wes one which many of thess people seized.
Since thls was virgin soil it was necessary first of all %o
break up the sod so that it could be put to seed. It was
the sort of work which reguired such essenitials as a8 team

of oxen, & plow, sesd grain end a minivum ol miscellaneous

tools. In most cases these things were brought with the

435@3, for example, the plan of the compsny organized
in 1856 and known as the "Vegetarian Settlement Company" in
Colt, Opes clbe;, PPe 277=2E65,

4950int Poter's, Humboldbt, pPe Se
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setilers when they came, the oxen belng used Lo draw the
wagons in vhich they made the journey. A horsgse was a luxury
moat of these people Torewent. Farming this land was nob
en oasy task, and there were constant dangers connected
wilth 1%, for the rainfall was not so dependable &8s in other
localitles.

The winter of 1859~1860 was mild, but it brought with
it also a slack in businoﬂs.so Thig In itsel! does not
seem to have beon serious, but the following summer was an
exceptionally dry one and no cropa wvere raised in Kansas
that geason. In congequence it was necessary for aid to be
forwarded {rom pacople Iin the ecastern states to stave off
gtarvation in at lesat some parts of Kangas, When that was
followed by a severe winter snd by high waters in the Spring,
and when the threat of civil war became incrassingly more
real,51 the oublook of the people iIn the territory in the
Spring of 1861 must heve been rather dim. The marauding
bandas of men representling both sidas of the strugsle over
the slavery question did nothing to meke 1ife in eastern
Kensas more bearable.

Religion was not absent Tfrom the scene of Kansas in

this era, In fact, it was often an integrsl part of the

1ifo of the frontier saettlers, and in that atmosphere

SOppayer, op. clt., D. 89,

B )

5l1bid., De 94.
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developed in most church bodies a character and tone all
1ts owne. The publie to which religion had to eppesl in
moat cases was & group havdened bto disagter ond Lo discome
fort, restless peopls who also wanted in their »eliglon
somathing to Lreak the boredom and the everyday struggle to
provide for themselves cnd to protect thomsaelves agalnst
the dangers whickh surrounded them. Among moat of these
people that religion fered best which appealed to their
emotions, which stresaed rhythmic singing and yearly "con~-
varaions,” Bocause of their method tho most successful of
the sects among The Trontler people was the Methodist.

In moat cescs there was no point of contact even in
religion botween the sebttlers from Germany and the others
who had come to Kansas, The lenguage barrier was gsuch that
the groups could not easlly mixe The Hethodist church body

e

early recognizeé that there was a promising fleld to be
found in the Germsn people streaming into the countrye.
They realized that they had loat & chance to work among the

termans who hed entered the country and had settled in

i
[Vl =)}

Pennaylvania in the previous centurye. ‘As early as the
firgt yesrs of the 1830%s the editor of the NMethodist pub=-

lication, the Western Chrilstian Advocate, urged that this

opportunity not be lost by hiz church body and that work be

52y, w, Sweet, Methodism in Americsn History (lew York:
The Methodist Book GORCErn, Celd55), De .
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bagun with the new German populatione. As a result of that
plea, in 1835 Willlam Nast, a young German who had come %o
the States in 1828, was gilven the task of directing this
worlz, FPor many years bthoreafter Nast was the gulding light
in the work of the Methodist church among the Germans of
the United Statbtes, and was getive in translating msny
tethodlist works into Cormsn. The new sndeavor grew graduslly
and in 1839 galned new force with the publication of the

first issue of the weekly Der Christliche Apologete at
3

Clncinnati.a When the work was firat begun smong the
Jermansg 1t was pnlaced under bthe direcilon of one or nore
Gormen presiding eldera, but when thia plan proved distaste-
ful to the Usrmans they petitioned the Jeneral Conference
heir request was

< 4
cranted and three conferences were Iformed. inothor sige

b

in 1864 f{or geparabe Annusl Conferences. °

N

nificont action taken at this Cenersl Conference wasg the
establishment of the Church Exbtension Society to aid in the
building of churches.

The Methedist church had gotten 1ts start in Xansas
very early in the ares's history and was consequenitly the

strongest of the church bedies in that territory., A~Already

S3phat this periodicel was conaidered as having some
influence may be inferved frem the fact that in 1its early
vears especially Der Tutheraner often referred Lo snd ro=-
“uted statemonts or artlicles wnich had appeared in Der
Christliche Apologaetes s

543waet, lfethodlism in Americsn EHlstory,

m 270-271.

-
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In 1830 tho Lethodlats had begun worl in XKanaas smong the
Indian trlbes, which brought thelr men into Xansmss long
belfore there was any dreasm of astatehood, As a reanlt of
thelr many years of labor on the frontier they and their
rellgion formed in tho general thinking of this new country
the pattern for religion and for religilous action, When
they begen to approach the CGermans in their own beloved
language here on the frontler thay were able to bring many
of them alzo into thelir fold,.

Maring this early perlod 1t would seam that other
Tubhoran bodieswore as unaware of the mission opportunitles
in the state as was tThe Hlasourl Syneds The task of beglin-
aing work in thls area did not properly belong to the older
Tutheran bodies in fmerica., Hany of them had made the con=
plate change to the Bnglish language and had in the same
nerliod of tiwe also lost something of thelr distinctive
Tubheran character. In fact, with thely favoring of "naw
mecgures’ they usuelly felt themselveg closer in gpirit and
teaching to the Reformed bodles, and so, indeed, they often
waereo. As 8 result largely of this they lost something of the
mission imperative which drove other Luthsran bodles tb 50
to the people on the distant frontler. It 1s likely also
that sinee the Methodists were go activa in this section of
the country tho older Lubtheran groupa felt that there was

no immediate snd needed service they could render by also
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entering this soction, The work with the lmmisrants from
Cermany they left up %o their brethren who still retained
that language, which meant notably the Ohio Synod. Iub
this was the perlod of free conferences snd friendly re=

istions between the Mlssourl and Ohio Synods. Consequently,

ot

;his fileld o the west of HWissouri zeemed to be more within

ke

he sphere of operatlions of the Missourl Synod, snd the Ohio
Synod mizht not have beon moved to enter this region alter
Missourl hed begun working there. The responsibility of
zolng to merve the Jerman psople entering Kensas was by
force of geographic location thet of the Missourl Synod.

The conly other bvody to he very active in the aresa
begon its work in this stme period of time, This was the
Swedlgh group which was later to have 1ts Kangsas headquar=
tors iIn Lindsborge The first record of Swedish Tmtherans
entering the stete 1Is that of two brothers, John A. and
Ne Pe Jolnson, These two men had come to Calesourg, Illinoils
in 1852, but three years lster, in 1855, John A. Johnson
moved to Kensas with Willisun Shennon, & farmer for whom he
was working. He wsg Pfavorably impressed by the 1lsnd on the
Hlue River about tweunby miles north of Manhatten where they
had settled, snd Le persusded hls brother to move with als
family to thst region. They arrived after a monthts trip

by wagon and oxen on llay 22, 1856. The next year other

famlilas arrived snd setitled nagr thom. Llke the Gernan
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gettlers they were without ths ministrations of the church
for soveral years, They were not completely out of touch
with thelr church, however, for one of them, Louls Lybecker,
wrote in Iemlandel on Larch elzhth and fiftesnth in 1859,

describing the life in thla territory, seemingly gquite dis=-

59

tasteful to theso people Lfrom a northern climata. It was

]

™

not till October 14, 1883 that the flirat congregation was

@)

formsd 1ln the communlty which had by then been named
ihe actlvity of that body was centesred about

thls Swedlsh settlement during the sntire period under dise-

'he proapecht which {aced the first misslonary from She
Mlssourl Syned to Kznsas was not that of 1little work., Ie
was facad by the fact that in this territory of Kansas there
were scatbered & great numver of (erman people, many of whom,
nominally at least, were of Lutheran persuasion. They were
people who were not used to the climate and thae land on
whilch they had settled. The wide opon plains, the lack of
water, the winda which made both summer and winter more
severe, the climate which granted its favors in a rather

cavalier [fashionj; those wewre what Ghey experienced. 'They

550. lie Jlson, The Augustena Lubheran Church in America
(Rock Tsland, Illinofs: ~Augustana 00Ok CONCETN, C4LJ50),
UDe B6=87.

98, Norelius, De Svenska Luberska Torsamlincarnas och
Svenaskarnes i Amorika (Hock lsiand, LlLlinoiss Lusheran
Tnoustane LOOK ooncern, 1B880), pe 769.
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had left thelr families; In meny ceses they had left the
things with which they were familiar, snd had ventured oub
into 8 country which was in every conceivable way & streanger
to them, They were cut off from their own culturs dy dia-
teénce snd they were excluded from the culture of the country
in which they lived by thelr language., Gathered, as they
were, into groups, they were Lo stand apart from thelir
fellow citlzens for many years.

Thoy worae also peopla faced with the alternatlves of
supporting thomselvez on the land or of perishinge Yor
them there wore no other slternatives, It was only in rars

i

cages that one of them could afford to move Trom this

i

country %o another placs where he might find something more
tolerable, Placed thuz Into a situation which was not to

hi

@

fancy, but forced by clrcumstances to make the best of

is

(it i3 no wonder that the Miasourl Synod at that time

-
1=

saw ag e very real danger the work of the Jerman Methodlst
preachers in this area. Aliens in a atrange country,
surrounded by difflicultles snd disappointmenis, the Germans
wepre eager for end welcomed eny misslonary who czme to
apeak to them in the language they could understand snd who
could tell them of something other than their troubles. In
this gituation they were ready and anxious Lo see thelir
familiar Tutheran pestors, but i these were lacking even

the Methodist preacher wass a woelcome slight.
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This was the situation which Pastor Pritze of Adams
County, Indiang Iound when he went to visit hia In-laws
in Kansss, and 1t was in thls atmosphere that the work of

the llissourl Synod was Go take root and Lo grow,



CHAPTER III
SEGIMIING STRUGGLES

Although the Syned of Misaouri, Ohio and other atates

wags not the first Lutheran body to be represented in Kansas,l

1In tho past it hes been mentioned In connection with
the vislt of Paator J. A, "ritze to Diamond Creek, in the
vielnity of Council Grove, that "it is quite probadle that
Pastor Fritze heold divine services with his relatives, and
thus he may have been the firat to preasch a Lutheran ser=-
mon on Kensas soil," J. W, Verling, History of the Kansas
District Ev. Lubheran Synod of Missouri, Ohfo, snd ocner
Gtokes (Newbon, Keansass Horald PUOLLSDing Company, L908),
De De Tho facts underlying the judgment made in thils paper
are these: In Dar Tutheraner o?:ﬁaréh:lg; 1561, a leiter
from T'r, “runn of Steeden, Germany was printed. In this
letber Pastor Steedon made a referonce to & certsin Pastor
sack: ", ., . und doch war der nun selig entschlafene Pasge-
bor Sack der einzige lutherische Pradiger in Kansas. « « «F
Inn Wilholm T.oehe's Hirchliche HNitthellunpgen aus und uebser
Nord=Amerilka, 1360, numoers L and <, ppPs 10 if., 13 tound
the announcement ol thoe death of a ceritaln Pastor Adam Sack
together with a short blography and a copy of the last
letter he had written to his parentas. The pertinent facts
from this article are these; Adam Sack was born in 1834,
trained as g tailor and determined "o serve the Lord
Jesus and His kingdom." In 1854 he entered the Heuen=
dottelssu instltutlion as s student. Hecause of a nervous
condition (Nervenschwaechae) and very likely a disease of
the 1un$s {"wahrscheinlich aber ein verborgenes Lungen=
leiden," p. 10), he was forced to remain at home for a
year. The sunmer of 1357 he came to America where he
?inished his schooling at Wartburg Seminary of the Iowa
Synode. Te waa ordained Hay 8, 1859, and decided %o sccept
the c3l1ll to a small congregation being formed Iin Kengas.
with a small party he made the {ive-wesek trip to Kanassas
by ox end wagon, golng Ly wey of Fort des ioines, Iowaj
Saint Joseph, Missourl; and Topeks, ¥Xansaa. Pastor Sack
had been in Kansas only a few weeks and had preached only
thrae timea when he took ill, He diled Septemver 22, 1859,
at 6230 p. m. The place at which he had been atationed
was Upper Mill Creek, P. O. Wabaunsee, Wabaunsee County,

Kansas Territory.
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1% was thoe Tirst to carry oub an extensive misslon program
in that state. If the hlatorlans of the Kanaas District
are coprract it was in 1860 that Peator Johann Andress
Frltze, thon Corty-thres yeara of age and pastor of the
Saint Peter's Lutheran congregation in Adama County, Indians,
new ¥ort Yayne, made the journey from hls home to a German
sattlemaent about one hundred miles west of the Kanssg~iils-
2

souri vorder, Tha purpoae of tha &trip was to visit his

n -
“A problem concerning the time of this trip presents

itgelf, Vetter, (snd probably following his lead) P, E,.
Exrebtzmann, and J. W. Werling all state that this trip was
;alken by ritze in 1860. However, there appeared in Der
Tutheraner of Narch 5, 1861, p. 118, the news itom: ~
fKenasss. Am 19. Meby. relste hiler Herr Paat, Fritze durch
nach einer lutherischen Cemeinde in Council Grove, Kansas,"
This note was pari of the regular colurm entitled, "Zur
Kirchlichen Chronik." In view of the fact that Pastor
Fritze was pregent at the 1860 moeeting ol the General
Svnod (Zehnieor Synodel~tericht der Allcameinen Deukschen
Tvanc.=huth. Synode wvon Misgs l, Ohio u,., 8. Z“tasten, 1860,
Pe 10) held in St. Louls, Migsourl from October tenth to
twentieth of that year, seversl explenatlons present thom=-
gselves. 1l, He may have made the trip to Kansas during the
Summer of 1860, rebturning to St, Louls for the meeting of
aynod in the ™all, 1In thils case the nobte in the Lutheraner
reforred to above Torces ong to gay that he must have made
another &trip in the early part of 186l. 2, He may have
made the trip to Kansas after the closing of the gynodical
meeting on October 20, 1860. II thilg iIs true, then the
item in the Lutheraner may be in error In stating that
Pestor was on nis way "nach einer lubtherilschen Gemeinde

in Council CJrove, Kansas." (Italics ours) In the first
conjecbure one must face the fact that a trip to Kansas
was no small undertaking at the time with which this study
is concernad and had %o be made by boat, horseback, wagon,
by foot, or by whatever means one mlight find at hsnd. The
last miles across Kansas to his destination also had theix
dancerse. JIb soems rather unlikely that & pastor would
leave his charge two years in s row for such an extended
poriod as would be required for this tripe. If, on the
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wlidowed mother-in-~law, Mrs, Hegwer, and other members of
her family vho lived on Diamond Creok near Councll Grove,

Kensas.s

There is no poslitive indication, but it is likely
that while he was there Pagstor Fritze conducted services ‘
for the famlly snd perhaps othera of the neighborhood, for
thls was a section of the country which hed seen quite a
few German peopls settling in it in the few years previous
to this.4 Because thls community of Cerman-apeaking people
had no Lutheran pagtor to minlister to them the relativez of
Pastor ritze asked him to f£find a pastor for them.5 Jn the
return trip from Diamond creok Pastor =ritze also discoveraed
someé Lutheran people in the vieinity on nearby Lyons Creek
snd Clarks Creek, With this information he then returned
home and spoke with the Reverend FT. Ke D, Wyneken, at that

time prezldent of the ilssouri Synod, concerning the need

other hand, we accept the second possibility we are con-
fronted with the atetement of the Lutheranor. ITf he was
actually returning from Kansas at Tthat time, the delay may
have been due to the extremely hard winbter which was ax=
porienced in Kansss that yesr, which may have prevented
him from returning home during the winter. Present avie
dence zecms to favor this latter possibility, but until
further svidence 1ls brought forth 1t 1Is rather difficuls
to make a [{inal judgment.

“i1¢ Ko Co Vetter, Kurzgefasste Geschichte des Kangase
uistrikts {Leasvenworth, “Kansass: Loeavenvorun “Tribuena, 1913,

4

4updam sack," Kirchliche ﬂ;ttneilung aus und uever
Nord-Amerika, XVIII (January--eoruary, 1800), Ll.

Syetter, ©Opes Site, De 4s
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of these paeople In Kansag and their request for a paator.G
In spite of the fact thet there were only thres men gradu-
2ating from the practical seminary in Fort Weyne in ths sum~
mer of ].84:’51,'7 one »f them, F. W, Lange, was cslled upon to
be the flrst missionary of the synod in the state of Kansas.

“riedrich Wilhelm Tenge, born March 28, 1839 in Heit~
hoerfan, Hannover, CGermeny, had come to America with his
parents in 18585 and with them had made his home in Washing-
ton, Missourl. Thres yesrs later (1358) at the age of nine=
teen ha entered the practical saminary at Tort Wayne. UNow in
1861, twenty-one years of age, he was to enter whst was
penerally considered the "wilderness" of Kaensas tc confront
the mysteries of the American Trontier and to minister to
the Cerme&n people he migzht find there, He waa Lo be cub
of from almost any connectlion with his fellow clergy.

It is possible that Lange was able to visit his
parents In Washingbton, Mlssouri, yet before he entered his
new migsion field, but 1f so it wes & very limited time he

apent there.B Recause of the outbreak of the Civil War he

Gppesident Wyneken was at that time living near Pastor
vpitze in Adems County, Indisna. G. %, Hagemsn, "Friedrich
Konrad Dietrich Wyneken," Men and Missions (Ssint Louls:
Concordis Publishing House, 1926), 111, bR

TPy To Kretzman, "The First Twenty Years of Sound
Tutheranism in Kansas," Concordia Historlcal Institute

Quarterly, IV (January, IS32}, 10°,

8On Augusat 18, 1861 Lange had already reached his des=~
tination and on that date preached his first sermon,
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could not travel directly from his home to hils new charge,
g0 he went by rall as far as Iowa Clty, Iowa, from which
place another young missionary, Heinrich Losgner, took him
on his way by apringwagon. From Iowa City in eastern Iowa
they traveled together westward acroas the state to Councll
Blurfs, thence south along the Misaouri River to Nebraska
City, lNebraska. Here the trall may have left the river as
they struck out for Topeka. In Topeka, Kansas they turned
soubthwasgt to Council Crove, perhapa traveling through the
Pottawatomis Indlan Heservation Just west of Topeka, &nd
then to the little CGerman communities on and near Clarks
Creake They arrvived here on the evening of Tuesday, August
18, 1861 after a journey of three wesks, during which time
they had camped out along the way end rixed their own
meals.g

The next Sunday already Lange was at work, and in the

974 15 most intereasting to note that the %trail which
they followed from Iowa Clity, Iowa was that which was much
used in those dasys, being the path by which the famous
Tene's Army" was ontering Kansas Territory. James A.
T.ene was 2 dedicated opponent of slsvery, active during
the territorial days, who convinced people in the New Eng=
land states that hls cause wazs right and persuaded Them to
give %o his cauge. With the ald of the New England Eml~
crent Aid Society he recrulilted thousands of men to help
settle and make Ksnass safe for abolitionistas. When the
pro-alavery forces In Missourl blockaded the regular ways
ol travel the so=called "Lene Trail® was bepun, veginning
at Towa City, the terminal of the railrosd, end ending in
Topeka. Stone cuirns were erected slong the way by Iowans
so that travelers would n?t become lost. Chaxrles G.‘Howez,

ig Place Called Kensas (Norman, Oklahoma: University o
%Eiﬁhoma ProSs, Ce.LO0K), De O6e
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home of Mr., Weltzel he prasched his first sermon to a con=
rregation which numbered only a handful of people.lo Ag
his text he had chosen one which would most certeinly be
femiliar, John 3:16.11 On the next day Lange set out on

his firet Mlassionareige, going flrst to Lower Lyons Creek,

whore he conbtacted lir, Wetzel's brother~in~law, who lived
there. In telling of this visit the obaservation is made
thet these people were surrounded by Methodists.lz On he
went to Upper Lyons Creek, where ha found four famllies

and a hermits to Diamond Creok, the home of Pastor Fritze's
mothar-in~law; to Upper iill Creek (now lknow as Templin),
where there were seven families; and finally to Lower Hill
Creek (the site of present day Alma), to find three fami=-
lies, Having visited these six settlementas in the region
he ended his first trip and rebturned to Clarks COreek where

he had mede his home with the watzals.13

Trips such as this
were made for the moat part without the beneifit of paths or
tralls, end involved a great deal of walking for Pastor

Lenge., From Diamond Creek to Clarks Creelk, for exampls,

10vettor, loce cite, Pe 5a

111bid., DPs Se

121bid., pe 5e

131bid., ps 5. Lange referred to it in a letter to

Prof., Craemer 2s "wo ich meine Buecher und Klelder habe,."
Tn thils same letter &8 description of his parish is founde.

It wes printed in Der Lutheraner, XVII (April 2, 1362), 135.
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wag a distance of some Tforty-six miles.

The dlstance wzsa not tho only of the difflculities which
met Lange. He was also confronted by the fact that & German
liethodlst preacher had been actlve among these people, scem~
ingly for at least a fow months, for a few of the people hsd

already become Probaglieder in the Methodist church.ls Under

these circumatences 1t was no doudt encouraging to discover
a femily who, after having heard theo lethodlst preacher, had
docome convinesd that he was In error and had begun holding
thelr own services, ong of the group reading a gsermon each
Sunday from Luther's Postille.

After Lange had been there for three weeks the first
congrezetional meeting was held at the home of Ir. Webzel
on Clarks Creek, at which were present representatives of

all of the groupa to which Pagtor Lange wss ministering.l6

14y, Meyer, "Huelferuf aus Kansss," Der Lutheraner,
XVIT (July 9, 1862), 190,

151518., pe 190, The rule of the Methodilst Church in
1868 concerning Probeglleder was: "Kelne Person soll als
volles Glled in die Kirche aulgenovmmen werden, ehe ale wenig=-
stens sechs llonate auf Prove gewesen und empiohlen worden
izt von der Fuehrer- und Verwalter-Versammlung oder, wo
kkeine solche Versammlung gohalten wird, von dem Xlassfuehrer.
fueh mugs sie dle Taufe emiangen haven und soll bei der
durch den Aufsichtshabenden Prediger vor der Jemeinde vor=
genommenen Pruefung, sowohl uecer die Richbtigkeit ihraes
tlaubens, als auch lhre Williglkeit, die Regeln der Eirche
zu beobachten, genuegende Versicherung geben.," Die Lehre
und Kirchenordnung der Bischoefl, Methodistenkirche, (Cin=-
cinnatls verlag von Hitehcock and walden, 1o69), DPe 34-35.

16, Wwetzel of Clarks Creek, !ir. Poerich of Lyons
Creek, Mr. Plnk of Diamond Creek, Ir. Lahmberg of Upper Mills
creek, and lr, Hannkemmer of Lower Mill Creek all signed his

cell., Vetter, op. clt., pp. 5-6.
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By decision of this group a call was extended to Lange %o
serve this parlsh, and 1t waa accepted by him. FRegularly
from that time he served these places, presching and hold~

17 In

ing services at each place once every three wesks.
kaeping with the policy of the Hiasourl Synod at that time
he also started instructions for the young people, attemp-
tines to give them s rudimentary education as vest he could
under the unfavorable circumstances, His advent in Kansas

was noted in a news item in the Lutherlische Zeitung of

Yovember 2, 1861ls

Wir {reuven uns zu hoeran, dass Pastor Wilhelm Lange,

ein Zoegling dea Seminars zu Fort Wayne, selt Auguss,

de Je in Junction Clty, Kansss, wohnt und unte{nden

dortigen deutischen ala Feiseprediger arbeltet.—®

A1l this time, of course, Lange had not been ordained.
gy an Interesting circumstance he could not be ordained by
Loganer becsuge Logsner himself had not yet been ordsined.
At this time the neighvoring clergyman of hisgs synod closest
to Langes was Pastor 211tz in Concordia, Higsourd.

L.ossner, meanwhile, perhaps after staylng with him lfor
g few days, had left Nange to rebturn home. In doing so he

took &8 different roubte, this time going through Leavenworth,

17fbide, De 6o

18rutherische Zeitung, XXI (January-Feuruary, 1860),
141,

19yetter, ops cite, Do 6o
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Kansas.zo Pastor Logsner found noe Zutheran péopla "aus

unseren Kreisen,“Zl

but in neardy Kickspoo ha discovered a
famlly by the name of "Scheer." On the following Sunday,
fagust 25, 1881, Lossner held his first service 1in Kickspoo,
using the Methodlst church of the community. Upon leaving
the place Lossnoer seoms t0 have baen convinced that hore
vas a promlsing miasion field, for on his return through
St. Louls he relayed the informetion to the faculty of the
gsemlnary there that there waa need for a misaionary in the
ragion of Leavenworth,

Shortly alfter this report was recelved action was
talten upon 1%, for already on November 9, 1861, Candidate
Michael Meyer arvived in ILeavenworth on the last steamboat
to travel the Migsourl River before i1ts being closed to
shipping for the winter, Towaever, even in the few weeks
between the departure of Lossner and the arrival of leyer
important developments had besn taking place in Leavenworth.
It seems that a preacher who had called himsel? a Lutheran

had been holding services in Leavenworth. For some resason

the people now let him go and asked Lange to come to Leaven=

201n view of the letter of Adam Sack in which he mentions
the fzc¢t that he had heard of other Cerman people in the Kan-
gas Territory, it i1s not unlikely that Lossner asnd Tange had
heard there wera & nuumber of Gorman peoples at this place.
See "Aus fack's Srlef an seine Hltern vom 9. Jull 1859,"
¥irchliche Hittheilungen aus und ueber Nord-Amerika, XVIII

(1o, 1 and §, IEE@J, column 12,

21

Votter, ope cibe, Pe Go
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worth and to serve them., Thus, until Meyer arrived in
Leavenworth Pastor Lange ministered to the people in this
place.zz

Not long alter the arrival of Heyer the group in Leav-
enworth extended a call to him,zs and thus began a twenty-
year ministry for Paestor Meyer in Leavenworth. During this
time he not only aserved the congregation in Leavenworth,
but he was also instrumental in the founding of congrega-
tlons Iin Vieston and *arley, Missouri, and in #illwoocd (now
Pobtter), Kansas.

To appreclate the work of these men during their {irst
vesr in Kaensos one mast bear in mind several facts. Life
wag more Gifficult in theso settlements on or near the edge
el the frontler, with commodities more scarce and conse-
quently higher priced. These men did not at first have the
convenience of a horse, so most of the traveling they did
was on foot. They were mon Ifreshly out of the seminary,
and, because of distance, cut off from other pastors and
the advice and enccufagement for which they must have reli

a need at times., lioreover,

22gince those two places are approximately seventy=-
five miles apart, and since only ten weeks intervened ve=-
tween the departure of Lossner and the arrival of lMeyer,
it is not likely that Lange was able to serve the congre=
gation very many timese.

2331igned by G« Ps Elbert, Geo. Luender, Elias Ulrich,
Pater Schott, l. Steinker, and John Bescker. Vetler, op.

Cito, p. 6.
4
z‘Ibid., Pl 8.
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e « o Kangas, in gplte of the war that had raged over

its plaing, waa not much of a State even In 1861l. iost

of its sotitlers lived in its extreme eastern counties,
near the rivera that were its sole connectlion with the

Union, Two hundred miles west of Missouri was atill

the open range, and the wvillage at the o0ld Council

Grove « » o was on the sctual frontler even yet . . .

There hsd not been 2 rush of incomers on any terms,

In addition Lo thils they reached Ksngaa at a time when
the nation as a whole was in the midst of a depression, the
gel'fect of the breaking out of the Civil War, Those most
sevorely affected were, &8s ususl, the professlional claases,

26

smonz them the clergymen. The first salary which Langs

recelved was elghty-five conts which he got from several of

T

his parishionera to use for pestoges It seems thet Heyer
had wrltten, remarking that Lange had not yeot written to
him, Lange replied that Meyer was at least more {ortunate
than himself, gince he could afford postage for the letier.
Soma gzglstence wes given Lange when Heyer sent him some of
the money which he had brought with him when he had come to
Losvenworth, Lange is also reported to have recelved aid
from his perents iIn the form of new clothea. Pastor Vetter
‘in his hilatory of the Kansasg District cslls attention to the
fact that one of the things which complicated mission work

in those early days wes the laeck of a system for Ilinanclally

257rederic L. Paxson, Hilstory of the American Frontier
(iew York: Houghton Hif{lin Company, C.l924), D. 448,

26Harold Us Faullmer, American Economic Ilstory (New
York: Harper and Srothers Publishers, c.L945), Db. 408 f.




47
agalsting these beginning mission flelds and thelr milssion-

el In the first years of work in Kengas this ald was

aries.
markedly sbsent, in part because of the financial situation
existing In the entire counbtry at that time, In August,

1861, Der Lutheraner had noted that the Methodists at this

time had asked the farmers to double their efforts to aid
the worlk of missions, "because the zonersl stendstill of
vusiness koeps tha townapeopla Irom doing what they had

Tformerly done."?8 The editor of Der Lubharaner ohgervad

that the some aslbtuation obtained in the Lutheran church,
Beglde the vageries of Kenaas westher these men also
had %o ve concerned sbout the work of the Hethodlst preachers
in the reglon. In thase years the synod of Hissouri as a
whole waa concerned about the inroads the Hethodiat church
seemed to be making upon the German population. This was

the era iIn which almost every Lutheraner csrried some news

item or article about the HMethodists. The opposition was
no lesa forceiful where the setitlements were younger. In
his letter to Professor (Crsemer, for example, Langs speaks
of an experience with a Methodist group in the vicinity.
sriefly it wes this: Some weeks previcus to writing the
lettor Lange hed met a Methodist prezcher who claimed that

Tange was teaching false doctrine. ~Asked to prove his charge

27yetter, ope cit., pp.10-1l.

2BDer Tutherener, XVII (August 6, 1861), 206,
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on the basls ol Scripture, the preacher replied that Langs
claimed to be able to forgive alns, which, he szld, was con-
trary %o John, chapter twenty. It was some two weeks later
that Lange heard from hls congregetion that the HMethodist
preacher had reported to hls own people that Lange had baen
able %o reply only "Mum, mum" to his accusation, When he
hesrd thet Lange determined to talk to the people of that
Mlethodist congregation and at least to show them how thelr
preacher hed decelved them., Thus 1t was that on the fol=
lowlng Sunday Lange visited their church, only to discover
that none of the Methodlat ministers was there, bubt that

only a Lokalvrodigzer was present. Undaunted he asked then

if he could talk to them, and since they sald neither yes
nor no, he began Lo speak. After an hour's debate with the

T,okalpredlzer Lange forced him to admit that the words of

Jesus to His apostles in John twenty applied to all Chris-
tlans. Invited to addreas them in their afternoon service
L.ange declined, feoling that if they wanted to hear him
they could take ths few steps to the placae where he would
be preaching to the Tutherans that afternoon.29
It was finelly on Cantate Sunday of the next year,
May 18, 18862, that F. J. Biltz, pastor of the congregation

in Concordia, lissouri,was able to make the trip to Leaven=~

297pid,, XVIII (‘pril 2, 1862), 135.
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worth and to ordain Meyer.so Mleyer, in turn, ordalned Passtor

Lange on Sunday, Soptomber 7, 1862°F at one of the places
of hias psyigh In Davis, Dlckinson, Morris and Vabsunsee
Countles, Ileyer was recolved into membership with synod at
the Wesatern District convention in 1862 as an advlisory paa-
tor, as was Lange In 1885. The latber'a postal address at
that time wag glven sas Junectlion City, Davlis County, Kansas.sg

Significant developments were taklng place in the nation
et thils time, The Clvil War was in progress, but the German
peopla as a rule were not enthused about becoming embroiled
in this affair. Of utmost significance even for them, how-
over, was the Homeatead Law, pzased by Congress on lay 20,
1863, %o btake effect on Jenuary 1, 1864, This law

e ¢ o grented a quarter agection (160 écras) free to a

head of a family or & person over Ltwenty=-one who was

a citizen of the United States, or to anyone who had

filed his inbtention of becoming one. Residance of

five yeers was required, good faith was to be evidenced

oy cultivation. After slx months, however, the entry

might be commuted by the psyment of {1.25 an acre.

Later amendments have further liberalized the sct by

permitting veterens of the Civil and succeeding wars

to count the time served in the armysggainst the

{'ive~year required resldence period.

In the ten years after the passage of this law twenby=-six

301pid,, XVIII (August 6, 1862), 208,
3lrpid., zX (April, 1864), 167.

32311 memeiner Synodal=Dericht, 1863 (St. Louis: Druck
von Augustv Wiebusc und Sonn, 1B64), Ds Je

38raulimer, ops clb., p. £431.
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million scres were "homesteaded™ in this manner.s4

Another important move wes the United States govern=-
ment's practice of granting land to railroads. This prac=
tice had begun somewhat earlier, but the grants of this
time were the first In Kansas., The assurance that transpor=-
tetion would soon be avallable in the new state, linked with
the pasaage of the Homestead Act, was largely responsible
for the great numbers of people tsklng up farming in Kansas
in this perloecd. Among these were also meny 1mmigrents.35

The congregation in Lesvenworth was growing during
this period, and only & few months after the start of mia- "~
aion work ia that area theoy were planning to erect their
own building in which to hold their services. In a "Huel=-
feruf aus Kansas"o0 lleyer reported on the prospects in the
area and on the work which they had under way. At the be=-
ginning of his activity the only place they had been able to
secure for worship had been a building which housed an Eng=-
lish school during the weeks and when the school failed, the
place was rented as a dwellling, forcing the congregatlon to
find guarters elsewhere. The sijtuatlon was further compli-

cated by the fact that the rate of rent of twelve to fifteen

T A
Woble L. Prentis, A History of Kansas (Topeks, Kan=
gages Caroline E. Prentis, c.189§;, DPe L2B3=~L24,

55Faulkner, Ope cite., p. 402,
36pepr Lutheransr, XVII (August 6, 1B6l), 206,
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dollara a month was gsomewhat out of their Linanciasl reach,
The problem wes solvad at least temporarily when they were
permitted o use tThe local courtroom. However, aince this
was fres to them only on Sundays they could not celebrate
many of the church festivals with public services, and even
their Sundey morning service was hindered sometimes when
the cage before the court was particularly knotty snd the
Jury had not yet renderad 1ts declsion on Sundsy morning.
At those tTimes the courtroom was stlll occuplede ~Another
resaon for securing thoir own building was the lack of a
achool for the children of the small congregstion,

Their plen was to build., They had already purchssed a
lot for the bullding for #625 and had collacted 5110 toward
the payment of that debt. They hopsd 0 be able to mset
that obligation thomselves, In paying for the dullding
itgelf they would need easistance. Concluding the latier
Pastor Meyer stressed four points: 1l. The future growth and
exlstance of the congregetion depended upon thelr having a
builldings 2. They could sttract no new members under thelr
exlisting circumatances, 3. If the congregatlion had to dla=-
band the people would soon be snatched up by the Methodists

and the Albrechtaleute. 4. The future of the congregation

at Saint Joseph, Missouri also hung In the balsnce, for
they were without a pastor and being served by Heyer.
The appeal was rather moving, and in the following

months the Lutheraner showed that contributions were re=-
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celved for the Kansas mission field. On Christmas Day of
1862 they were able to dedicate their new church.sv
Having completed the church they did not stop thelr
expanzion, for at Haster of the following year (April, 1863)
the congregation 2t Leavenworth started its school with

Pagtor Meyer as teacher.38

Already at the conventlon of the
Western District iIn the 7all of 1863 the congregetion atb
Leavenworth wag received into complete membership in the
Missourl Synode.

Hor did Pastor Lange slacken his efforts after having
made & start In the slx congregations of his first parish,
Juat what he was able %0 do is rather 4ifflicult toc deter-
mine with the lsck of sources, bubt it would seem that some
olghteen months after he had come to Kansas Lange gathered
a group of Tutherens togather in Humboldit, Kensas, almosé
a mundred nmiles from his home in Junction City. In 1863 he
roceived a call from this group, which he accepted, being

4,59

Iingstalled there by Pastor M, leyer on May 22, 186 In

the years he was at fumboldt he also reached such places as

37p amall building, twenty~six by forty feet on Dela=-
ware Sitreet between sixth and seventh. About {400 was con=-
tributed toward the bullding by other congregations in synod.
Seventy-fifth Annlversary, Saint Paul's Ev. Lutheran Church,
T,eevenwor th, Kensas (Leavenworth, KENSa88: NeDes; L007)s Ds 4e

3Byve tter, Ope cib., Ds B,
39ngy Lutheraner, XX (April, 1864), 167.
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Owl Creek, Leroy, Garnett, Paola and Tors Scott.4o
This year of 1864 alao saw tho coming of a new mission-
ary into the state., Alter Lange had raceived snd accapted
the call to Ilumboldt hoe stayed at his first charge to help
them until they could get a pastor. On Penbtacost Sunday,
May 15, 1864, he ordsined and installed Carl Berner as
pastor of the congregations In Wabaunsee, Davias (now Ceary),
NDickingon and Morris counties.él &5 poastor of the six-
congregation perish serner made hls home in Council Grovae,
which was some dilastesnce from the northernmost congregations
of the parish, Consequently, those congregations on Lyons
Creelr and on Clarks Creck btogether dscided to call a pastor.
In snswer Lo thils call Cendidate R. Koshler was sent from

-

the seminary and was ordained and installed by Pastor Berner

-

on July 3G, 18G5,

The Civil War meanwhile was raging to the esst of them,
out the Kansas region had not been bothered directly by the
hostillties. The only effect was indirect. After golng

2

4
through a long end severe winbter™" they found In the Spring

4°vutter, Ope cite; De 7« A glance at a map of Kansas
will reveal that Pastor Lange was not a "stay-at-home,."

4l.orner had been 2 student of Pastor Srunn in Steeden,
Cermany and had atbtended the practical semlnary in St. Louls,
4isaouri. Der Lutheraner, XX (March, 1864), 159,

42y, 0, Srayer, To Form a More Perfect Union (Albuquer-
que: The University of Wew Hex1co Press, C.l04L), p. 137.
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of 1864 that the prices of commoditises were golng higher.43

44 The people

Nor was the gsituation much changed in 1865.
of the synod there at that time would probably have schoed
the comment of & young srmy officerts wife living in TFort
Riley: "You can Imagine that It takes something to support
a family from one month to the other say nothing about
their clothing.“45

It was also about thls time, towsrd the end of the
Civil War, that the Indlans in the western part of Kansas
began to be a threat. At the time this did not psrticularly
disturb meny people, since the population of Kansas wsaa &b
that time s8till centered In the eastern section of the

S More disturbing may have been the campaign undem

atate.
General Sterling Price of the Confederate Army simed at
Yort Leavenworth, but this was turned back in weatern
Miasouri by an emergency volunteer army of Kansans.

In 1865 the first teacher of aynod in Kansas, ir.
Ce The Diessner, ceme to take over the school begun by Pag=-
tor Meyer in Tweavenworth two years previous to this. He

remained, however, for only two years, alter which time

Pastor Meyer ook cherge of the school and teught for seven

43Ipid., pe 139,
44Ibid|, Poe 142'

; 451bid ey De 142,

)
E
i

48pnhe center of Kansas population in 1865 was in the
western part of Dougles County. Prentis, op. cit., pe 177
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More yesrSe

About 1860 it was lesrned that the pleina of western
Kangas wore sulted %o the ralsing of cattle,™ 48 g rset which
wag Go bo the chief factor in the lster populating of this
portion of the state, This gsme year the church building
In Hfumboldb was completed snd was dedicated lMay sixth,

49

Pauator Meyey proaoching the sormon. This was also the

. .

tlme at which the Relseprediper Legan to be a significent

figare on the Xensas scens, The Tlraet of these in the ares
wag Pagtor C. e Liebe, ordained March 11, 186G, In one of
hisz Cirast trips tho lstter hall of tho yoar he visited
nertheonstorn Kongas, preaching for the Tirgt times in Atichiw-
aon, in Sprown and Nemabha countiea, in Tawrence and in Eudora,
Hnnsna.sa ha ususl, hias procedure was %o looikk for people
who apoke Corman and who wore [utherang, Atchlson was a
potentislly rowarding misslon Liold, for ol its saven
thougand inhabitents spproximately one=third were fermans.
Pastor Wiednor staobtes that most of these were "Murner" how=-

Sl
aver, and ao wera nobt much ianbereated in the clurche

475eventy=212th Annlvergary, Saint Peul's lv, Lubthoran
Chupeh, Loavenworsi, nsnsad eavanﬁoth REnses: NeDey
-

4Branikner, ops. olbes Do 428,

4Aygttor, ope clie, Do 7o

sngégd, Po e

lrpiednich ”ieaneri farzpelfasate uoacnichta der Deut=
EGIEn-ﬁaminEa

gochen Tve=Luthe Dreineinic ' Ue Lo Re 21 Sbchingon,
Hangas z.‘.\EOEIﬂDn, angas ¢ s Be e
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Those who were intorested formed a congregetion, and on
March 10, 1867 Candidate Lorenz Hange, originally from the
Hermannsburger Missionshausg, was ordalned and instazlled as
pestor of the Atchizon parish by Lieba,
The economic elfecta of the Civil War continued, caus-
ing a genersl prosperity, which was incrcased Iin the state

£ T

of Kansas by the prospect that the rallroad might extend

into the stabe in that year.sz
The forces ol the church were greatly depleted in 1867

when both Pastor Derner and Pasbtor Koechlar accepied calls

outside the stete, and when Paator Liebe, the Helaeprediger

for the region, became pastor in MNew Orleansa, Louisisna,
toward the close oi the next year., In October of 1867 Pagw=
tor Menge of Atchison reslgned because of ill health and
returned to Goymaqgsﬁ where he died soon sifter. These
vecancles ware partially illed with the coming of three
young men just out of the seminary, E. Sitzmenn, C. Landgraf,
and . Zachoche.

The plan of work was of the same general patitern as
that following in other sections of the syned. Ordinarily
a pastor stationed at one congregatlon exiended his labors
to sny Cerman commnities nesrby and attempted to start

churches there., Synod looked with favor upon this procedure,

SZBI'QYBI', DD clt., Pe 151,

583 -modal=-sericht des Westlichen Distrilts, 1868 (St.

Loulss Druck vom hugust Wiebusch und Sohn, 1868), Ds 17e
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for in the proceedings of the Western Digtrict In 1867 the
followlng is found:

Die Frage, ob ein anssessiger Pestor auch missioniren
gollo, wenn er dazu Gelegenheit habe, und ob ihn dle
Synode dabel unterstustzen wolle, vurde mit Ja beant-
wortat, jedoch mit einlgen Einschraenkungen, waa dis
Unterastuetzung der Synode baetrifft. Ws wurde maem=
lich bemerkt, dass die Synode nur in den Faellen, wo
wirklich besondere Frucht zu erwarten ist, den mis~
slonirenden Pastor unterstuetzen werde. Vonn der Paag-
tor bloss sufl fntdeckungsrelsaen auggeht, kann er dle
Unterstuetzung der Synode nicht beanspruchen. "enn
aber dex Prediger welss, dssgss In dieser oder jener
groesseren Entfernung eine groessere Ansiedelung ist,
und er ist zum Hissioniren vefsehigt, so gehe er in
Gottes Namen hin, und wenn ihm daraus Unkosten ent-
stohen, so wende er sich en Herrn Dr,., Sihler,.%4

A

4 gipmificant event of the summer of 1868 was district

Praosident J. e Juener's Visltatlionsreise through Kansas,

on this trip he vigited most of the missionaries at work on
the wesztern prairies and learned at Tlrst hand of their needs
end difficultles, Included in his i1tinerary were glso the
vacant congregetions at L.yons Cresk, Maryville, and ilma,

Ags a direct result of the visitation of President Buengsr

ell three pleces received pastors the followlng year. Paag-
tor Puenger seems to have noted 1t waa absolutely necessary
that pastors be provided to serve these parishes if they
were to survive. ™The perishes were Ltoo far apsrt to be
served alfoctlively by neighboring psstors, who were already

serving parishes of several congregations; and when, as in

S43ymodal-gericht des Westlichen Diatrikts, 1567 (St.
Louis: Aug. Wiebusch und Sohn, n«d.), D« 53.
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the case of Lyons Creck, they were forced to go without a
pastor for a long poriod of tlme they were happy to welcome

Yo 3 515]
even & ijelormed preacher, Some congregations ware actu=

ally lest during this period vecause of the lack of pastors.s6
During the first decade of work In Kansss the work was
rendered difficult by several factors., The men were cut off
from other pasiors necause of problema of btransportation.
The distance prevented them from having close contacts wlth
their fellow pasatora. To a certain extent it wes this same
problem which glso prevsntad them from reaching miasion
fields they might have wished to contact. A3 a result of
the great lack of pusgstors the sheer volume of work they were

forcod to take upon themselves precluded extenalve mission

work. Yet, by meang of such rassources as the Relseprediszer

the church was able to reach many of the Terman Lutherans
5
who had settled in the state of Kansas,

3%piamond Jubilee, St, John's Zvangellical Lutheran
¢church, (Lyona Creek) Merringfon, Kangas (Herrington, Kan-

(el

S6S3 TNeDes 10U50), D 2
56

Vetter, op. cit., pe 10,

“'1oid., ps 11
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CHAPTER IV

ADVANCE

About 1070 and the yearsa following the repubtatlon of
the state of Fansas was improved somewhat by the advertising

campalgn which waa supported chiefly by the rallroads seek-

]

ing to extend their lines through that region. It waa the

(

2im of this campsign to make the western lands lmown to the
poople in Murops in such a manner that they would be moved

to come end to sattle on thom.l

The progpect of llving in
the state muat have appealed to at least some of these
neople, for the consus of June, 1B70 showed that there was
a population in Kansas of 362,307, en increase for the de=-
cade of tho 1860's of 235,992 por cent as compared with
2L.52 per cent Increasse for tho entire United States,

The decade of the 1870's saw Kansas develop a5 an agri-
cultural state. With the advent of the railrosd the markets
opened to the farmers snd they could move farther west along
with the rails. Thls movemsnt seems to be exactly what took
place, Farming in Kansas, however, was not always the most
pleasént of occupationa. People accustomed to regular ses-

gong and an agsured minirmm rainfall mast have been non=-

lioble L. Prentis, A History of Ksnsss (Topeka, Xansas:
Caroline E. Prentis, c.1899), p. 145.

27bid., pe 140.
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plussad when they found that the productivity of the land
on which they now lived mlght very greatly from year to year,
ylelding anything from "failure” to "oumper" crops., In
1868 a woman could wrlte that the crops had bveen very poor
because of the dryness. The summer of 1869 was very wet,
with floods and "the country « o « 2lmost covered with
water "9 wood waas abundant for the next year, In Hay, 1870
the winter had been mlld, there had been very 1ittle moisg-
ture since Christmas and the people loocked for another dry
year.é Thelr forebodlngs proved to be warranted that summer,
vut the following winter and spring were wet. In August,
1571 a citizen of Junctlon City could say in & single letter
both that "the earth 1ls dry for want of rain," and, of the
preceding montha, "our Wheat was rulned by too much rain,"®
The next winter agaslin was very cold and severe.® The wish
of this woman was probably the perennial wish of every per-
son who lived in Kenseas: "I hope that we may have good
7t

erops next sesgon.”

In 1874 more 4difficulty appeared in the form of a grass-

SHerbert Oliver Brayer, To Form & Hore Perfect Union
(flbuquerque: The University of New HexIco Press, c.L94L),
pp. 181-182,

“Ib1d., p. 195.

SIbid., pp. 208-209,

aIbid., Pre. 211=212,

7Iv1d., p» 201,



61
hopper "plague." After the wheat was harvsated that year it
became very dry, and with the dry weathor came also-graas-
hoppers, devouring any vegetation thot remained., It was
feared that there would be a recurraence the following year,
but in the spring they departed as mysteriously as they had
come.‘3 1875 and 1876 weroe both good years agriculﬁurally.g
It was about this time thet the state became known aa a
frult state,lo a distinction which it has not retained,
Theat also became 8 major crop, and in 1878 Kansas stood
at the head of tho atates in the production of this grain.ll
An event of utmoat importance for the development of
the weatern part of the state was the discovery that catile
could thrive on the prairics. In a letter of July 12, 1371
we {ind the somewhat ungrammatical measage that
e« o o farming in Kansas is Indeed the last thing; stock
raising 1a the only thing that has paid here for the
last eight or nine years. now that is coming down.
people go from here to texas and buys cows there for
ten or 7iftesen dollars & hesd that you would pay fifty
or gixty here for. thoro 1ls several parties here en-
gaged in shipping them {rom there hers snd from here

to the eastern migkets and of course are making money
very fust on it.

This was the era In which such towns as Abilene and Dodge

City became renowned as the links between the cattle trails

BPren‘bis, DD Cito, Pe 150,
glbid.’ DD 150"151.
1071vid., pe 159.

1lipid., pe 159,
1251!9”1', _QE. Cit., Pe 208.
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from Texss and the railroad to Kansas City.

The work of the rellrosd companles to create interest
in the lend of the prairies continued into the next decsde
also, TLargely @s a raesult of thelr efforts and advertising
campaigns the flow of settlors into Kansas continued to hold
a high level also in the eighth decsde of the last centurye.
The provisions of the Homestead Act were the lure Tor most
of them, and although the land they acquired thus might not
be the sort they would jJudge most desirable, yot by 188l
over ten million scres of land in Kansas had besn home-
atesded 19

The years from 1830 to 1890 were aconomlcally quite
prosperous, but not on a level with the ten yesars previous
to thet time., The Ifirst five yours of this period saw
something of a "boom," especially in the towns asnd cities
of the state of Kansas. % As a result land sold quickly
and at 8 good price. The cliles expanded &nd there wes a
veritable rash of buillding, In a twelve month period
about the year 1886 ninety-four new towns wers chartered
in Xansag.l®

During this time the congregations of the Hissouri

Synod in Kansas also benefited from the financial condl=-

13Prantis, ope clte., pe 161.
141p18., pe 169,

157h1d., pe 170,
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tions, for it permitted them Lo erect churches, many of them
Tor the firat time. This aituation was not to last. When =
student of Concordia Seminary in Springfield, Illinois ar=-
rivad in Clay Center, Kansas in the summer of 1887 the con=-
ditions were such that he commented, "Alles boomte "8  1In
two yoars bthe gsituatlion changed:

lach zwel Jahran kam der Krach. REin Geschaeft nach dem

andern machte Bankvrott und nach drei Jahren wer in Clay

Center ueber 400 leere Hacuser zu {linden, ao dass ich

Eétggn.in sar.§t?dt e%n Eghnung von 5 Zimmern fuer

2. pre llonat mieteto.

The decade of the seventied, which saw the railroads ad=-
vertising the land In Burope, also found many people entering
the state of Xansas as a result. A standard practice at this
time was the sale of large tracts of land to Ruropean immiw-
grants who ceame to Tthils country in groups.l8 Typical of
these are the Swedlish Lutherans in central Kansas snd the
OGermesn~hiussian Lutherans scattered throughout the western
half of the state. OFf the latter, originally religious
refugees from Cermany who had moved to Ruasla and thence
to the United States, many were brought inte the fold of
the Miasouri Synod.

The pastors in Kansas recognized quite early that thay

had a certaln responsibility over against the Inhabltants of

16p, D, Mueller, Lebensgeschichte. Unpublished auto-
blography, in possession of %. H. Mueller, Dodge City, Kans.

171biq.

18prentis, ops clb., p. 146,

1@
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the western portion of the state, for already in October,
1870 the Leavenworth Pastoral Conference decided to ask

ggnod for & Relseprediger for Kanass., When tho Western

Nistrlict adopted the proposal they observed three thingss
that the Luthersns in Kanaas were surrounded by sects and
false Tutheranasg she pagtora in the state at the time could
not fulflll the taslt sloney and the congregetions of the

19 This was

area were not able to support such & project.
a practical golubtion to the problem, for at this time there
waga not a supply of pastora for all the charges which re=
guiraed them., In 1873 the lack of young men preparing for
the ministry was serious enough to call forth the appeal

at the convontion of the Western Digtriet:

sufl ihr Cemeindeng auf | ihr Prediger; aufl ganz beson=-

dersoihr Schullehrer: ¥Sehet euch unter auren Kinde§8

und Schuelern um nach XKnaben fuer unsere Anstaltenl
It was an attempt to solve the difficulty as best they could
under the existing circumstances.

During this period the ares was gradually being im=
proved, However, one must not pilcture the region a8t that
time in terms_of the more centrallzed scciety lfarther to the
east, Thig erea was still & comparaitively new one, with the
generation of settlers still occupying the land. Towns were

continually being bullt up, but for many yeers they remained

small, frontier settlements, lacking many of the convenlences

19gymodal-Bericht des Westlichen Distrikts, 1871, p. 69.
2Q§Enodal~5ericht des Westlichen Distrikts, 1873, p. 83.
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comuon even then in the towns farther eaat. That Kenasas
was not complotely domesticated is revealed by an announcew-
mant in the Western District heport of 1871:

Unter die Todton ist auch zu zZsehlen Herr Pastor Theo=
vald Walther, Derselbe hatte einige lonate nach seiner
Ordinatlon und Einfuehrung zZur grosaen Zuifriedenheit
seiner Gemeinde in umooldt, Kanssas, das Predigtamt ver-
waltot, ist sber seld dem ol. Januar 1871 spurloa vear-
schwunden. 3r war der Einladung der Cemeindo an der
Lyona Creelk in Dickinson Gounty, Kansas, gefolgt, um
ihre neuervaute Kirche mit einweihen zu helfen. Hach
vollbrachter Kirchweilhie fuhry er mit Herrn Paastor Luacker
nach Junctlion City, ging auf die Eilsenbahn und ist bis
hgute nicht angckommen. Da er erst sechs Wochan ver-
hciretnt war und in sein Cemainde gellebt wurde, such
den Tag seinawr Ruocﬁmonr oeatxmmt haute, so ist ihm
aller Wehracheinlichkelt nach ein Unglueck zugestossen,
ist vielleicht wveon dan gars gefsllen und um sein Leven
gekommen. Alle sorgfacltigen Nachforschungen sind
olshmr ohne den "ev;nﬂstan Erfolg gebllowan. e o o 21

In an attempt to remedy the lack of workers, Individual

pastors of the area made }Missionsreisen from time &to time,

The reports do not reveal what might inspire a pastor to make
such & trlp such as that made by Pastor Luecker cof Dickinson
County in the 7all of 18?@, which took him as rfar west as the
northeast corner of Mitohell County, 2 county in the north
central portion of the state. [Kh he travelsd he prezched

22 The goal of the

wherever ha found people of his faith.
work was atill to gather together those Cermsn~speaking

people who clalimed allegiance to the Lmtheran church.

2lsomodal~Bericht des Westlichen Distrilkts, 1871, p. 2l.

22&. Ke Co Votler, Xurzgefasste Seschichte des Kansasg=-
DiSurikts (Leavenworth, Kensasg Lesvenwortn iribuene, 1913),

De
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Also active in the work of eoxtending the minlstrations
of the church to Lutheran settlers in the state waa Pagtor
Senne. Resldent pastor at that time in Alma, Kansasa, he
made trips from time to time for the purpose of contacting
groups of Lutherans of whom he had heard. In this way he
waa active in CGeary, Riley, Pottawatomie, and Wabaunsee
Coantlea, and reached people as far west as Beleit In Mit-
choell County. 2

Until this time most of the activity had besn concen=
trated in the northern half of the state, pesrhaps bhecause
the church had had ita start in the northeastorn section
of ¥Yanaas and had proceded west from that area. 4t this
time the western extremes of the area of work were about
the middle of the state.zé About the year 1877, however,
a group of Cerman people from Rusgia settled in Rush County,
and in that year Pastor H, s Fe Erauge was sent to care ifor

25

the group there and to funcition ag migsionary in the vi=-

cinity of his charge at Plemgant Valley in lMcPherson caunty.zs

23151d,., ps 12. Although thase places are in the cen=
tral end eastern sections of the state, they were probably
conslidered western communities.

24pnegident Biltz in 1877 vislbed a special conference
in what was termed "western Xansas." The pastors present
came Trom as far east ags Alma and no farther west than Great
Bend. Synodal-Bericht des Westlichen Distrikts, 1877, p. 20.

251bid., Do 14

26E. Kirchner, "Obitusry of Hermenn ¥riedrich "erdinand .
Krause," Der Lutheraner, LXIX (August 19, 1913), 289.
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Two years later he was installed as pastor in Ellinwood., The
next westward extenslion of misalon work was to the southwest
of Paator Krause's chsrge. In 1879 1% 13 reported that Pag-
tor J. G. Schwemly had been installed by Krauge in the nawly
formed congregation in 7ord County.

That the alm of the missionaries in Kansas was defi-~
nitely to the West 1s evident in the resolution of the 1880
convention of the Western District of the Missouri Synod,
that Psstor ilichael lieyer of Leavenworth, Kansas ba celled
as missionary for Denver City, Colorado.27 Migsionary work,
howevar, still meant for them the task of finding the Cerman
Tutheran people. Of home miasiona they said in 18803

Bs ist ja eln ueberaua schoenes, edles und herrliches

Ding, unsern verwshrlosten Claubensdbrueder auf zu suchen,

lhnen Wort und Sacrament zu dbringegn, sowise ihnen zu

Kirchan und Schulen zu verhelfen.

atus of migslionary work is well presented in the report

c

The s
of 18808:

Das Feld unserer Inneren Mission hat, wie gesagt, in
den letzten Jahren an Umfang und Wilchtigkelt bedeutend
zugenomnen, 50 dass wlr ohne Uebartreldung sagen duerfen:
wilr koennton die doppelte Anzahl von Relsepredigern und
Misgionaren anatellen, wenn uns die Leute und Mittel zu
Gebote stasnden. 3Zesonders iat dles der wall im Staate
Kansasg, der bisgher noch zu unserem District gehoarte
und auch fernerhin auf unsern Zelstand Angewiesen ist,
Dort werden immer neue Anaiedlungen gegrusndset und
geltere aufgefunden, und selbst mancherorten lst uns
eine Thuer zu gen engllsch redenden Luthersnern auf=-
gethan wordene. alics ours)

@7gynodal~-iericht des Westlichon Distrikts, 1880, p. €8.

%Ibid.’ p. 68.
295 ynodal~iericht des Westllchen Distrilts, 1888, p. 8.
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s
—

ne finsl statement,i;f it is at all representative of the —
attltude of the symod or of the district of that time,
would seem to indicate that the methods of missionary work
which were in current use, nobtebly the practice of limlting
the viork to that of reaching German Lutheran people, was
grounded not upon & deep seated conviction that the German
langnage was God's language, that the use of it was necea~
aary to preserve pure doctrine, but rather upon other con=
giderations. The reason {or this procedure 1is most pro-
bably that the Missouri 3ynod then saw s&s her particular
taslkk that of caring for the many German people pouring into
the country. That in itself presented a greater challenge
than they were able to answer completely at the timﬂ;}

The youngew mission places in the West were compara=
tively poor, and the distriet's interest in these congre=~
cations moved her to respond when they were in need in 1880,
and to send clothing and sustenance for the coming winter
to the congregationg in Ford County and bordering counties.so
The western portion of the state waa Tfurther recognized as
a2 {ield for missions when in 1880 G. Toenjes was called as
Relsepredipger and was stetioned Iin Ellinwood, Kensss, from
which place he could vlsit the aouthern and western sections

of the state.>l The years 1883 and 1884 saw movement in the

503 ymodal-pericht des Westlichen Distrilkts, 1880, p. 7ls

SlTbid., pe 16.
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north and in the south of the state when Candidate J. H,
Ehlers became pastor in E‘:Iulvane32 and Candidate J, W, Lehr
in 3mith County, Kansas.®® In 1887 the northwsstera cor-
nexr of Kangas had been reached, lor on Aprll 24 President
Ts Jo Billtz ordained and installed H. G. Kranz in Herndon,

Kangas ag Reliseprediger for northwestern Xansas,

¥y 1887 the Mlssouri Synod in Kanass had progressed so
that 1t was folt a separats Kanses District could be formed.
In thet year the delegste synod, meeting in Fort Wayne,
Indiana, was memorialized to create a new dlatricht, to em=
brace these congregations in Kansas, With the consent of
aynod secured, the organizational meeting convaned in Leavan=
worth, Kansas on September 25, 1888, and bthe Kansas District
of the Evangelical Tutheran Synod of lMlssouri, Ohio and
other States ceme Into beings. The infant district was well
aware where her Iubture work lay, for after hearing a report

from Pagtor Rauvh on hig Hiigsionsreise %o Colorado she de=

clared:

Zeschlossen, dass Herr P. Rauh die Gemeinde in Pueblo
Trage, wie viel sie an Gehalt aufbringen koenne, und
dann an die Commission berichte, damit digaelbe ere
kenne, ob und wie sie dort helfen koenne.

323 tatiatlsches Jahrbuch, 1884, pe 5e

33411gemeiner Synodal=Bericht, 1884, p. 130.

34gymodal-Bericht des Kansas-Distrikts, 1888, p. 49.




CHAPTER V
CONCLUS IONS

With regard to the missionary work of the ¥Missouri
Synod in Kanaas in the years between its beginning in 1860
and the formation of the ¥ansas District in 1888 several
roints stand out in parvticuler.

1. The mission endeavors of the HMlgsourl Synod in

5

Kansaes were aimed 2% people who spoke the German Language.

The truth of thias ststement 1s borne out by the course which
the work of the Missouri Synod followed in this state, Al-
though Kaneas lay immediately weat of the state of Miasouri,
the center from whlch the Missourl Synod expanded, that
church body did not begin her work in Kenses for a number of
yearas, Thia 1is pertly understandable In view of the fact
thet 1In the firat part of that periocd the Terrltory of
Fanszs wes not gettled to any great extent., However, even
with the birth of Interest in Eensas throughout the nation
this synod mede no move in tha direction of considering that
atate with & view to missionary work there. It 1s not untll
the state had seen some consliderable German immigration, and
the synod had bocome aware of that fact that any effort was
made to send 2 missionary into the area.

The roecord of the work in the state bears out the same
fact. Throughout the history of the Kansas missions the

comminities into which the synod entered and In which she
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stayed were characteristically Cermen comumunlties or com-
munilties which contained a considerable Cermen contingent.
The towns 1n which she axpended her efforts were not neces=
sarlily the larger centers of population, but they were with-
out fall those in which there was 2 rather high proportion
of' termen-speaking people. Consequently, the movement was
very often in the direction of the smaller communities,

The task of proclalming the Gospel of Cod in Kansas
was fulfllled by the Wissouri Syned during this period en=-
tirely In the Cerm=n language. In all the records of her
labor there lg no indication that any attempts at mission
work were made in the Engllsh language. The hymnals, the
catechisms, the translations of Hely Sceripture, 2ll were in
the Cerman tongue, The sermona, the instructions in the
teachinga of the church, the business meetings of the con=-
eregzations and of the district were In German. Wherever the
Migsaouri Synod carried cut her task in Kansas, she did it
through the medium of the German language.

It 1s quite easy to account for this fact, however., It
had been only twenty-one wvears belore the cpening of the
period of time under consideration that the founders of the
Missourl Synod had entered the Unibted States ss immigrants
from Cermény. Thus the founding generation of the body was
st1ll alive, snd most of 1ts members were stlll actlve and
in influentilal positlons In the synod. The policles of the
synod where then being made by people to whom the Germsn
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language was native and who had not bean forced by circum=
stances to adopt the language of their new country. It was
those people; moreovar, who were training the clergy onbtering
the mission fields at thet time; which meant that the psstors
were trained in the Cerman language.

Many of the young men who entered the misgion field of
Fansag had themselves been born snd rsised in Germany. Al-
moat a1l of theose who weve born in the Unlited Stetes had
lived Trom thelr childhood In CGermsn communitiea and among
Cerman people. Nor twanty years before and for twenty years
after the start of the Kangag mission field this Immigrent
flow continuad elmost unabated. It was a logical course of
action for Misgsourl Synod pastors 4o gserve first of all those
people with whom they shared a common language &nd who would
otherwise be laft without this csre. I% is evan more under=~
standeble in view of the fact that of all the Lutheran bodies
in the Unlted States &t that time, the HMissouri Syned was

perhaps best suited by training and geographicsol position to

carry out this mission to the ferman-speaking people in Ksnsas.

. Once begun, the very size of the task prevented the
¥issourl Synod from entering upon any new field of mission
endeavor in this period. To perform the job adequately ex-
heusted har every avallable resource. Thus the momentum of
the task itself prevented the following of eny other course
of action for many years, and cextainly throughout the en-

tire period of time here treated.
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{’2. The misslon of the Milssouri Symod in Kansas was not

one of converting people to Christisnity, but rather a mis-

sion of caring for those paople who were already Christians

’

of the German Lutheran faith.) One can see this fact attested to

in the prsctlce of the misaionaries in Kansss. 1When these
men went to a certaln sectlon of the country they went with

& definlte purpose, to seeck out those poople who were al~
recady Lutherens, It appears that a great many mission flelds
ware not entered untll it had besn reported that there were
Tutheran people in that particular localitye.

It 1s posgsibly for thls same reason thet the work was
diraected at groups of people rather than at individuals,
Since the missionaries were Iinterested partlcularly in car-
ing for those who were Tutherans, in gathering such peopla
together into congregations, logically the unit to approach
was the group rather than the individual, It must be sd=-
mitted, howewver, that this characteristic of the work may be
due only to the practlice of the Germans cf settling in groups
rather than as ilsoleted individuals, which means there were
few lsolated Germsn individusls,.

There were at thils time certain church bodles for whom
the chief goal was that of effecting converslons of people
to Christianity. The hallmarks of such groups and their
representatives were itinerant proachers, revivals, and the
conversion experience. The concern of the HMissourl Symod

for the care of Christians rather than for the conversion
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of people is evident elso in her practice of building up
parishes, This involved provisions for the future splritusl
life of the people, as opposed to an immediate raeligious
experience., Tha results ol this concern are especially evi-
dent in the early provisions for the tralning of the youth
of the parish, if posaible by means of a parochial school.

Thls goal of the HMissourl Synod in Kansas must be under=-
stoed in terms of the situation at that time., Ths church in
this section of the country throughout this period of time
wag confronted with a grest numbor of Lutheran people with-
out gpiritual care. The Lorce of the numbers Involved in
the teglt the synod had aet herseli decreed that for the Time
this was the only goal with which she could concern herself,
Whether or not this was true in each individual cagse through-

ut all of this period is something which can be determined
only on the basisg of further =nd more detailed study.

As indicated above, the charscter of Lutheranism was
such that it did not measure its success in terms of the num~
ber of conversions effected. The lissouri Synod, especlslly
in the early yoars, was foreign to the frontier scene and to
the spirit of that scene. The religion of thls body then
wag not a8 typleally frontiler religlon, which had developed
during the previous years, GULike the people whom she sexrved
she was German, snd when she ceme to a place she settled to
stay and was not prepared to move on when the Irontier con=-

tinued weste.

T e —



75

5. However, one cennot say categorically that this body

was unavare of or unconcerned about its obligations %o those

who were not Germans or who were not Luthersnas. That this

awarencss or concern was not keen can perhaps be said, and,
as shown, the circumstences tended to obscure the asense of
responsibnility toward those outside the CGerman Lutheran
croup. 2ub the evidence does not warrant the judgment that
the Missouri Synod in Kensas w=as completely oblivious to any
taslt other than that ghe had set hsrself, the task of min-

istering to the German Lutherans In Kanses.
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