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.forth brought i11 hal' voters and settled them 1n the state . 

The South~ leas abla to car~y out such a pros;itam, was 

rep1•esen tad in tha votine chiofly by devoted , sometimes 

t a1rntical f ollowers f11 om : isso1.1ri \7ho r.iade the t~ip across 

the stal.e li ne t o vnte on vital :tssi1os~ 

qince 1 85,3 the fedol'al e;over:nment had been purchasing 

the land t'1.,,on1 the Indians. On May 301 1854, the Kansas-

1:ebrasJ!~a Bill became active, nd a J..srid of!.'ice uas opened 

l n the Indisn countl'y across tba order i' l'om ;fiisso l' i in 

July, 185~ t o retail tbe land o_ the ter~itory to settlera.22 

s tlll , it seems there was i'.'lO immediate rush by either side 

to populate the lnpd and to purchase tracts of land f rom the 

govcn•n ,ont. Tbs t rusb v,aa t o come when the ·To1•th and t he 

South be. an to compete wit h one another in amassins repre­

sents ti on in tha territ ory . In t he month immecl!atelu f ol­

l oldng the passage o.f tho Kansas-:rob1~sska " o·i. the immi gra­

t ion �~� as made up chi.ef'l y o:f people i'rom flc1•oss the b ol'dei1 

in ?,U.ssouiti, at1~ongl y p110-slave!'Y, who "honeatly ::iupposed 

that the passage or the n.ansas-Jobrnsks Act implied t hat 

-.ans.as \'las given ovai~ to slavery, " 23 and paople i'l'om the 

· :estern states, Iowa, Ill inoi:1 and Indiana, who entered 

22Paxson, op. ill•, p. 432. 

2:SJames 'ord Rhodes, Hiatol'y .2f. !!!!, United s ·tates from 
the c omp1•omise or 1850., II. Ci: aw York: l{ar per & '3:ieothers 
Publishers, c.11392>,p. 78. 
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"act uated ,)y t ho p ion eer apir i t. "24 The acti v1 ty. of t he 

defi nite l y psl't1san gt"Oups ,.,as not long in ata l'tint;., bowevel' :, 

and :tn tho ye ars . ,,.hic b .rollov.od t his it kept pace 't'l'i th the 

h i gh f'e ol.ing existing ba t v,ean t he t\'lo sections of the coun­

try . 

In ,Tt1l y , 1 854., tl1e ..!; :i. 1ant•tdd Corrtl)an y 111 .ew Ene;lsnd 

s e nt out t3 first party t o ;cans as ., but t he i n f l ue nce of 

t hese people in Kansas was n ot psrticuls1•l y s tz>on..,. i n th.e 

e l ection bald in !iovambGl' , 1 854.
2 5 

I n fs c t ., it was general­

, y llssumod tha t thi s s cheme f ol' ga i nin g o contl'ol.l i ng in• 

·lioi•os1; i n t;he gove rnmen t oi' t he sta te ha d f a .tleo.26 I n 

t na months \'lhicb .f'ol.l o.:od., h o'l1eve11 , t h i ngs ·oecama mol'e 

heate 2""/ and tt101•e compl icated . ~,s the ceuse ot the abo• 

liti onists i n Kensas a i ne d support t he emiez,ant s i d s ,ooie­

tiss Dls o pl' o.fite d Dnd v;oro sbla to send more snd more 

pe oplo into t .e t c~ritory . This wos especially true after 

1:14 
~ Ib:i.d ., P• 78. 

2'5Ibid •,. P• ao. -
2 6Ibid ., -. 81. 

27 By the ond of 1855 Slave and F~eo parties had eecb 
elected 1ts saps.rate legi s lature ond adopted its own con­
sti tution . The f ederal government t hen was i'acad with two 
leg1slstUl'es. To determino whieh one was legsl and e~powered 
to pass legislation a con~ess-1::mel co!Dl'littee was appointed 
t,o, 1nvest1ga te the troubles in Kansas• r-'eel1nb over the 
Rsnsao !ssuo ran high in both North and South, with t~e 
_, ortb incensed over tho illegal voting or the pro-slavery 
adherents and the Soubh regard1n~ tbe activity or t he emig• 
~ant aid socioti~s as unfair. 
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t be exc i t ement a~ising f rom t he events of 1856 ( the s ack of 

Lawr e nc e , tho a ctl vi ty of 11Ls ne , s Ar my,,: the re i ds or the 

" ' or ds1• Ruff i ans " ) hacl dia cl d own. Thia .-,as not the ~nd of 

t he s t1•uge;l e h owe ve r , and in t he yoars i'ol l ow:tn e t his tho 

terr~ toisy wa s s till d i s 1;u1, ved b y co u:i.tl e s s s k i rmlsbes be­

t~een the two parties • 

. mor11> t hose ..-,bcm the emier .':ln t 0 id s ociet:tes e n l i sted 

and persua de d ho en t er Kans a s 1'e 1"ritory wor e 0l s o Eu1• 0.9ean 

:Lnt.n :i. "'ants . Recently c ome into t he c ount1•y , in need of a 

mean!1 o_ s u pport. , a n 2B oy voca t ion pe opl e or t he soi l, 

these poople wor•a likely pros pects t o j oin t he pa l"tles of 

pe ople t hen e i n {; or r:;o n ized to p o:p :tlo te t be Terr i t o1s.y or 
29 

}(ons as . 

':i_lhe me t h od or t he S otttbern sympsthizers was.,. by f orce 

2 BH. • . ~;-oaul kner, 1 .. mor lcen. Econ omic tU stol'y (Hew York : 
Ha11pa1 .. ana Bl"" othe1"$ Publisher s., c .1035), p . 561., sta tea 
t ha t i.>e f ore J.0 60 the "ezaman i m:ni G?•ant v;os l ikely to be a 
i'ar mer .. i:i'ha s t a tement is f ound i n John A. ?i!?\'rgood ., The 
Tr a~odf .!?!. rre11man- kmer ica { .rtew Yoi-lc : a. P . Putnem 's s ons, 
c.l'~O ., P• 57., that German immi .GI"ation ., which baa been 
increa s i ng ainee 1 8 30 .,. h i t a peak 1n 1854 o!' 215.,000 people, 
belf' o_ t he total .. i ,.u,opea.n i mmi gl"ot ion . 

29 ~ n a ::tsmple of' thi s is g 1 ven in the f ounding of the 
c i t y of Humboldt., Kens as. Tho· i' oundo11 s or this town , J. A. 
Coffey snd N. B. Blanton , after purch~sing l and f or t heir 
prop osed tovm s e t about f'ind1n g people to stsrt t beir town. 
They s-oon loca ted a c ol.ony of aermen i mini gl'-Jn · s vhich h ad 
· e·en Ol' Ganized at Rsrtford, Con!l-ecticut durin5 t he winter 
of 1856-1857 and hod beon sent to Kansas to help make it a 
i'1~ee state. m.hese pe ople Coffey and Blanton induced to 
locs t~ on the prop osed town site. s eventy- 1f th ~nni versary 
St. Pete.r's BVan geliool !..uthal'an Church1 Humbold t• Kansas, 
June !2, 1938, P• 5. ---
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of' eircums tanoos , somewha t dii'f'erant :f'I"om that o f the g11oups 

just d1s cussa d . rrhe plan of sending compa triots into -the 

ter l':i.t o1•y was a l s o co~sidered by the s outh , but t hey ;;e?'e 

not as i•eac.E l ;y able" t o take advent age ··or t his oana of 
. 30 

making s l avery on institution 1.n t.ae sta te. Those who 

:e1•e b s t i'i t tad t o introduc e slavery int o t h e t el.'11 1. t oi•y , 

the pr op1:n•ty owners , •rere ec on omic.ally r a t hel1 stro!lg.ly 

ound to their plant ations und c.01.1l d not oa s i l y gi ve up 

those plscos and n1ove . Thus, the only J.1epresen t.st 1ves the 

S outh c ould muster in the shor t time were ·he poor whites 

·.,l o o n~d no l a 1d , ond ·i.he pe ople of vre stel'n Ulsao' l'I"i. 31 

f ~be peopl e oho i n the decada of the f i ft ies wer e 

f lo,;.iinG into tlle ~(ans as Terr itory we sre moGt concai,ned 

with those 11ho had 1•ecentl y oor11e .rr om ~s1.1many., f or it waa 

t o thes e toot the synod at taat t i me d11•e cted i t s domestic 

miasion endea vor s a l most exclusively . ·rhe t.Us s ouzs1 Synod 

or that day was :t t s elr a f iI•s t ge n ezts tion Oerman church• 

c onducting its busines s and spreading its massage in the 

e r man lang-.2a ge • a:'ld so 1 i; 1s not remarlrooJ.o t hat it also 

s aw i ts chief t as k as one or seeking out t he thousands of 

Germo.n Luth er ans wh o v,er-e en ter ing t he States evazty yeal'. 

30:rt we s the theory of s trl n g '' !lllow that i i' en ough 
slaveholde1•s with slaves could be brought i nto the territo~y 
t he practice would be so firmly established that they would 
not ·be disturbed. Rh0<ies., EE;• ill•• p. 100. 

31Ibid•• P• lOle -
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Thus., one finds in consiaaring t he ·.-1ork o.£ tho synod 1n the 

ea 1•J..y cays ol' a nsas that abe ,;1aa int erested here also 1n 

t he people of Go~man origin. 

Immi •a t i on i'l1om Oa1~many i."l the lest cen tury may be 

i v:1.doa i u to three 11i1avos" s·cc·ord1ng to the judgn1ent of 

l'?' ier I'ich ,,-tue,nch . 
32 

The f. irs·t; or t ,heso:, a bt1~eeted by 

Puc.en ' a book on "-mer ica., cons1stlnr.; cbioi'ly of p e ople of 

tho l a bol'in and peasan t classes, came to t his co~nt r y du~­

in~ the th:!.l' ties end 1'01.-tie.s oi.' the nineteen th century., the 

num->e l' fJ r esehi n g a h igh i n 1854 ... 33 The noxt wave oi' Geztman 

i1ruu_v;rants en i,eI'ed i .n the ya·ars i'ollowing thE> Ci vll i!Iar. 

This ;ss vrobably t o a l arge mea s 'UX'e tho result or t he 

'l"'r oneo-Prusslan dii'!'i culty i n Etu 1 ope ;;1th its t b11aat of 

military duty and i ncrease~ taxes. This fi:i.aJ. wave reaehed 

its pea k i u t he middle or the eiglrtb decsdo of tbe lost 

centu1•y . 

l'he specif ic causes - Ol" e a ch of t .hose mass movements 

!'i->om Carmany differed in thell• details, o: course., but 

tbare 8l"e cozatain co1ro1on £actors which can be detected in 

32A •• Faust. Tho German ~lement in the United states 
With s~cial Re1'arenceto Its Polit!cal-;-,•orti1., social. encl 
'iro'ucstonai In.tiuence ciFevt'Yol'k: 11'he Steuben society of­
Ame~!co,, c.1909) 1 I~ PP• 5L8-589. 

33Hawgood. ~• cit.~ p. 57. It would seem that this 
first wave incluaed iiio the group ot the latte1• years ot 
this period, consisting largely ot merchants., manui'soture.ra. 
journaliatn end nuch. They applied the terms to each other., 
rid1e O:t•uene" f o'!! the lat t at- group; "die G•raue" l'of erring to 
tbe £ormo1• • 
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all tbJ.1ee ol' ·these por1ods; rectors which wore to a large 

paI't I'esponsible f or tha phenomenon_. Du1•ins this pal'iod 

Oe1•m3ny was beset v11th p?.'oblemiJ or overpopulation and over­

production. mua indust1•iol ravoluti·on had had its e.rtect 

a l s o upon Germany, and in consequence the artisans and 
3.d. 

cra ~tsmen f ound tbat they were no longer ess en t ial. - The 

ova11 cl'O'l.7ding a.f.'tected also tho fa l'ming z.ae g1ons 1 and many o~ 

t· e youngei• generation saw a bette1.1 f u t ttro f ol" t i.1amselves 

in tbe Hav: World,. The rep011ts which c ame fitom .t\mel'ica of 

~n , abundance oi' l and , ot f 'in.aneial success, 0£ l:lgbt taxes, 

ell thaso we1•0 1alco::ue news to psople who could i1ot see 

much ho~e f or a bettorment of t heir conditions at boma in 

i;be ea11 i?uture •. Tbe fa ct that ocean travel was cbespor at 

this ·time ond t 11at many o~ thoir fell0"i1 cQuntl'7JT.1en wel'e 
35 

aking the trip no doubt made tha decision much e asier. 
, i. i "' ,. r '-" 36 or those pe op_e en·11er· n g 1rom ~:-ermsny many were ~u\,nersns., 

and du1•ing the pa!'iod bai'o1•e tl:le WS:I' many were also farmers. 

34psust, ~• ill•, P• 584. 
3 r:; .:JJIJwgood, .$?.• cit., pp. 62•66, notes tbe significant 

cor:cela· .. ion 'between lmmigI'at.ion .:f'l--om ';'ermany and oconom1c 
conditions both there ond in this countl'y. At the times 
when tbe outlook in Ce1•n1any was gloomy end the conditions 
i n the Unitad states healthy we f ind that tbera was a very 
definite, r:ts·e in the number of people comine to this country 
'i.''1! om .,,al' many. 

36Tbia was ~o oe especially true after tho Civil Wer • 
•• R. ~antz, Tho Lutheran Church in American Histo~f (Pbila­

de1pb1a: Tbo7Jn1ted Lutheran PutJIYcatlon #.ouse, c .• 933) • 
p. 179. . 
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It is not amazine then that cvsn tho earliest misaionaiwies 

to the state wel'e ao1e to mua 'l.er congr-egations. 

The people wh o came from Germany during this time were 

people who wera~ gane1Jally spaaldne;. opposed on p1•1nciple 

to any ou1•tailment ·of en individual's 1•ights. 'I'hus it is 

tbat in the• que~tion of slavai"y thoy alig11ed themselves 
37 11almost to a mann with tbe lJn.ion cause. To t hem - aust 

credits tbe t\.trning of ni;he tide or uentiment in ?Jiss our1 

in ..:. avo17 oi' the "O"nion cause .ir38 Viitb this attitude over 

a gainst sla very tbey wore likely pl'ospec·ts ,.,-hen the emi~ ant 

aid societies of t ha ew Engl.and states were looking ror 
p eople \'1hom they coul.d o~ganize to ant"sr the Tel'ritory of 

Knnsas, people upon whom they could dapanu to msinta1n the 

ant islavevy position . 

The slave ... f roe question w~s 1)11 obably not the paramount 

con ce1,u f. oii tba German immigrant whe,n be considered the 

pI' ospect or settling in the i-ecently opened territoiey. 

~his 1s particularly t~ue with re~eronce to those Germana 

who moved into Kansas from other states of the Old No~th• 

wast. Rather than being advocates of the Free s tate doc-

3'7paust, .!?.B• ill•, r, P• 446. 

3B~awgood, ~• cit., p. 50, observes on this point 
that while the cermsns""9sbunned olsvery they are not to be 
classed among the abolitionists. They w1ore :zasther opposed 
to the rurtber extension of slavery and for that roason they 
ware opposed to tlle Kansas-}Ie'braska .a.ct-. 
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t1"ine t hese people Wel•e primarily farmers, a nd as such they 

were mo1•e interes ted 1.n the prO$poct o.1' having their aan 

pioco of l and in the Wos t. Tllo German , r aised :tn e country. 

,...,here every acre of l and was procioua. was very respect.ful 

of l2l1cl , and be ca1..1se o " thet he w,,s particular and cel"eful 
. 39 li:ith h i s own prope~uy.. A. J . li'aust observes that the 

Oerman f armer coming to this count1•y in t he l as t century 

succeeded in his vocation he1,e .t'oi• various rea s ons: he l ooked 

a O.1.l; he was ocor10mical; ha cs red J?or b is livestock; he was 

orderly; 1e ., w:1..t.h '-.he family., d i d a ll the work of the fal'm 

olone ; nnd he was inte~ested i n keepinfl the farm i n the 

Thus, r1hen the American r a1•mer moved on with the 

.r~ontie1.1 , sell inc; his i"al'm1 the Gort1an was ready to buy it 

and t o expend the ene1•gy ne,c essery to make the t'srm pro:t'it-

a b le . 

Aa e clas s the Ger men poople \'lel'e not t'l'ontlel'smen. 

Rathel' t han apeal"heed the c.i!'i va to tbe Wost they pl'ef'e1•red 

to follow in a l s teI' wavo and to develop the l imd which had 

boen broken oy the i' i l' s t settlers of the coun tl'y. c oming 

e s they did from EUrope, t 11ey were used to having at least 

mo1•e of the comi'oztts and embellishments of civilized culture 
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than t hey we!'e able to heve 11 v1ng in tho ;?ar ~lest. 
41 

, 1-

though e considerable number of them bad come to live on 

the frontiel' it ,·ma not in ansu0I1 to any ~'oall ot tho un-

bu,t what \'IOUld seem to be !'athor 

the result of circumstances . 'l'hese peopl e were coming to 

t h i s country il1 great numbe~s , t h~y needed a maana of sup­

port., t bo l and in distant Kan sas pr ovieed an ans v-;e~ to 

thGir p1•obl em; and so t hey were r eady ·to joL, t he gr oups 

org!!nizine; to settle !11 the 'West. 

hat t heil• at•i;i•a c t:i.on vraa 11ot tbe frontier i -s not only 

a de duc t,.on f rom knowJ.edga of tha i r gene:ttal chsrsotel', out 

is evi dent in t he .!'oct thot in the following years 11 when 

the i'r ontie1~ moved on west, t he ieI'lllsn .f'ar,mers wero not 

tempt ed t o l e a ve the land t;hey lrmd ·settled anc-1 to i'ollow 

t he YJa va, but they l'Crmainad whar,a they -.v.ero • ~for ·.vo:.ild the· 

type of l end they i"o'.lnd on tbe G1•eat Plains appeal to these 

people porticularly. Given bis cboioe the Jar~sn rarme~ 

would 'lilnders -tandabl y choose ths t l aud which most rosembled 

the l Dnd to \"lhich he was accustomed., wooded.,, t1olling eotm• 

41This was pa~t!cularl y t~ue of the 1mm1,319ants known 
as " die Gruene" and mentioned above, wbo ·,vere acct1stomed to 
a high o~der or cultuPe in theiP lives. 

42carl Hoinzen, about 1860, pointed up the dif ference 
")etween the Amel'ioa,n te.mpe·rau1ent \Vbich had devel.oped and 
that of the German 1nun12l"ent in two phrases: n Vas ala 
Deutscher oin Trseumer ,:l!rd., das wird als ~\mer1ke.nel' etn 
.. ,os:f'e-r ·., tt and• "Wo del' DErnt5che eine Phants.sie hat~ hat de:r 
A.mor1kaner eine Speculot1on." Quoted by I!awgood, ,S?• .ill.•• 
P• 24. 
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trys5.de. :i,.:;i Once tbore, howeve1•, thaae people would settle 

in one locality EU'ld wo11ld thai-,e build up their own community. 

S ince t hey hsd in c O!!lmon a lanE,,'1l3 ge, bee kgx• ound and tempora­

men t ·ahlch r.1e1•·e different from the othe1• oe ttlers on these 

l a11ds 6 t he y •.101•0 111clinod from the very f irst to bs clannish. 

'.!'his c bs!'actaristic wa s self-J>eiapetuating , especia lly since 

they elu11g t10 t ansclously to tbe lo @.\age \,hich was daor t -o 

. h 411. ;:; ,em. -

GUt t he C'ie1•man aattlors did come to Kansas, and they 

i' ou d t he1•e s l imd vastly di e1•cm t from t ha t to v:hich they 

· ad be en a ccust0tl10d since thei... c h ilclhood. 'l'ha r ace of the 

i.)r a 5.1•le!:! , a s indicated ahove, ,1a s something ner, and strange 

to tbem. ~:hila they i are seo1.lstom0d to t!'ees end v1ood3, 

t hose se't';tlere .round that even in -c;be asstern section of 

t he s ta-t;e , viihore they f ir~ t made tbeil• homes, t1•oes were 

oear ce, and were &renora l ly to be r ound only a lo~gside the 

st1, e oms. The \"Teste1•n pa1•t o-f the a·i'iate., to which the im­

niierants were to g o 1n t be suoceed:t::.1g y{Jars, was devoid 

43Ibid., p. 27. Particularly ~ovealing in this matter 
o_ the Jerman's a tt itude over against the l and or the 
pz,a i 1•ias is an articlo viritten by a ... uthaise n _pasta~ in 
·:11acons1n., noffmann, "Einl es ueber· innere .!t:ission aus der 
Uissourisynode,." r:vang .-t uth . Aiss1on und Kirclle u ntel' den 

eutschen ~ord- Ame1•lka 's II II {F'e~ruery-;-!'866)., p. 19. . 

4~r his was s characteristic or the Carmon 1mcigrants 
t hrou <1.hout this pa1•iod. It was onl'1 in the ca.so of those 
1M"ni tJrants who settled in areas where there w~ro not many 
or their languago gI'OUp ths t tho Sllgl1sb lon©,tage coma into 
C\U'rent U'S8 with them. r tlt\st, ~- ill•, II, P• 410• 
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of. even the s mall hills of tbe eastern psrt of' the terri­

to:iJ--y. suc h a co\.mt::ttyaida was v0Y!y likely not considered 

ii hobita i>le by tllese Ger,man people. at that time. some idea 

of tl'le appearance or t h e southeast.ern col.'ner o.r the terri­

tory is given us in ,9 cortai11 Id-:-s. Colt's d03cr!ption : 

'l'heso p11 ai.J.1iea spread ou ... .l'ar and vd.cle, like s green 
ocean , ond they presant s omething of thet optical 
i l lt.ision :1eon in deserts, called 11nu1"age., eousi11c dis­
tant oojects to be seon double• es it rsflectad in a 
rnirroi•, so e.s to ep'ljoar as i .:C suspence c1 t n the air;" 
in c.1eserts it .PI'e ont;a t h e a,ppearanee or ~·,ater - he1•e 
:tt makes the next ~ood seem neai~er •••• 

A br osd green see o prairie ie snread 01t be fope us, 
en ln the c11stancl3 lai"ge mounds :J tre'cch t :Ae msalves 
olo e the h o11 lzon; s ome in tbe .f' o:rm of cones, others 
1• oof. shape - not s t1•oe 01T sb!'ub s 1ade their s.ummits 
or• sidas , ut the bri!Fht 1~·ays of the mol'nin :; 1~1gs of 
the mornin:;: s un illumine t .. 1eizr ,1hole suri'acos. 

f,n Englishmen who had come to this country encl 1;1ho m.H3 

scrioe( t he coimt:-:•yside o.f.' Kans as in 1856 os riappearing 

vo1•y f i ne ·:1t1t the land 1a rs ther deficient in 'l:ood and 

watsr and the r esmu•ces of' the Count1•y are as ye t but feebly 

developed. " 46 

Tho i mpo1•tance of 11 e 2dily ava11.!!'ble water i n ti1e life 

of: t:;he settlers d'ictated that the settler:ients should be 

451, iriam DEnris Colt., :"len·~ to Kou ssa ('lJa tci•town: La 
I ngalls snd Company., 18G2), PP • 39-40. 

46H. o. Braye1' • To Form e .,rozre Pe1•f ect Union ( Albu­
'-i,\.\e1~que., !'Je . ...-i Max:i.co: 'l'ha ffii:tvarsity o~ Ne•,.- Je:dco Press, 
c .J.941), P• '77 • 
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pls cod a longside t be streams and rivers. I t 1s f or this 

r e a o on that t he esrli0s ·t f ort s s nc1 towns '.'ia'l!·e ahvaya situ­

ate d bes ide or \·:1th 1n oasy access of fl'esh r unning vra tor. 

This wea s fact or a l so i n the case o:r the :?.erman fa1•me2's 

c oming into Kens as , 3nd so it ~s t hat 

• • • a lready at t he t:tmo 1t waa a-till a ter1•i to11y 
. sny r:erman Lutheran, e spe cially fr om I owa ,. rUnnesot ,a 
and ~·as c ons in , i mn1i a tec: to Kansas and settled pa r - 47 t1cula1•ly i rl the f r -uitful va l l e y-a o . tbe many c r ooks . -

he cities which existed flt; the time 1e1•0 small . tt t 

!'1rst the toYms quite not1.u1-a l ly gr:ew up a bout the o:zsts. 

In the very otu•ly cloys of sett1em.e.nt i t w20 necessary t hat 

t 10 settle:ras heve a dequate pl'otection .,. f oz• in those c ays 

this we n ~1 l;ill Indian count 1•y. ···1 th tho abolition of the 

aas t arn soctio11 of' the state be.came l e s s ., :iJn<l pe opl e l'ol t 

sai'o i n organising tortnn fa1•t he1• away !'roza ·,he::.•e the mil i t i a 

_ ~ we1.'o stationed . iitn•e a lso., howo ver , it was t11e U::Jua l pr s c.­

bice to s 0ttl e c l ose t;o~ ·i;h<n• , .f' or t ho1•e were "'til l time.a 

when tho sof ety of numbo1.•a ·11a a to be d e s i red . Onc e tbe 

t e:n•1•i :;01•-y had been t h l• oi:tn open t .o s3 ttlemant snd i.11e p o­

s.tt:i.ons of the S l avo ond the .• 1•eo pa:rt ie9 vdth respec t to 

Y.a~se s na - come i n to tbe open, the o~ganiz i n g o_ t0\'1n com-

Anies beoe1ue com.non p1•setice • I t seama tha't; t :1i.o -c ould 

4:r/ • . • K. c . Yatte1•, Kurzge i'~osst e Oss chichte ~ Kans as-
Di s tr1kts (Leevenwo1•th, Kansas: .,esve nwo1•th Tribuane , 1 913: ~ 
P • 4 .• 
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be done in seve1,al -.,ays. In some cases the com11enies t:ere 

o~ganized in thG East, tho shares beine sold tbo~e with the 

pz,omiss that the1•0 Y-IOUld be p:11 ovlded for the sottl8:t'S· the 

naeessit:tes or :Life ., such as a mill and a means or ma:ttket­

i n - tbeiz, 60ods . 48 
0:t' J in onother case, an 1ndiv1dua1 rm a 

, oup or ind5. :tdua ls m:i t s-elec-t; ~ location ·,1bich should 

prove suitsblo f o~ a town~ buy tba claima o_ the man o~ men 

to \~hon the l om:l belonged, and sa!l tho lots to the -s>aoplo 

' i .. t ' b . t1,g wno \782.'o com. ng i n ·o 'r, e s'\iate. - In the oa~liest days the 

('.'<ff .an :poople seem to have oeen st·~ra cted by the land l'Sthor 

somo or the t;o,,ns boasted a considerablo Oer:aan population. 

Tho ~e1•mnns who carao \Vere not, as a rule:, v1eoltby. 

':'ha of!'er of tbe i'edei"al government to sell land f or Cl .25 

pe ~ ec~o to any haad of a rami1y who lived on it f or a sot 

pe1:1 :lod of time \'Jes one which many or these people seized. 

S LYlco t his wes v-ll•g:!n soil it was necessary r i.I'st of all to 

b1 .. eak up tho ::;od so t hat it could be put to seed. It was 

the sort oi' \'101,k ·:;h:tch l"'Oqu1red :rL1ch esaantisls as s team 

or oxen , a plov;, seed ain and a minimum o' miscollaneous 

tooJ.,s. In moat cases these things v;e1"e rou.ght \'lith the 

48see., f'or e:romple., the p1an o/ the compsny 0I1gsnized 
in 1 856 end knm1n a s the uvage·tar·isn Set t lement Company" in 
Colt .. on. cit., PP• 2'7'1- 285 . _,..... -

49saint Pote1"'s., IIumoo1dt, P• 5. 
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settlerg vn~en they came. the oxon being usod to draw the 

wa e ons in which they made the jou1•ney. A horse was a luxury 

mos·c; of t h ese peoplo I"'o1•ev1ent. -:=iarm:Lng this land was not 

a11 crnsy t a sk. s nd thor •' were constant dangers connected 

with it, i'oI' tbe 1•ain£al'l was not so dependable as in ,ot her 

l ocol.t ties. 

'!'he wi nte11 of 1859-1860 was mild., btlt it brou3bt with 

i t a l.s o a slacl-e :i.n 1.>us inons.50 ·!'h:ls j_n itae l f does n ot 

seem to ha '1•a been serious, but the f o1-lmr;ing s't..1.mmer v,as sn 

ex ceptiona J.l y dl'Y one and no crops wore 1•sisod in Kansas 

t hat ~c as on . I n consea_uet1ce it was 11ecesaor y fo'l' aid to be 

ror u a ~ded f ~om poople in the eas te~n sta tes to sta ve off 

stol' vet1011 in at least s ome pa rts of Kannas. n'ilen that \78S 

i"ollo\-:e-d by a sever e winter s nd by high waters in the Spring , 

an d \·the,n t he th11 eat of c i vil wa1• became increasingly mozte 
51 

rea l , the outlook of ·the people in the te·x•rltory in t he 

Sprinc o~ 1 S61. rnttst have been rathe1• dim. '!'he marauding 

ba nds or men representing both sidos 0£ tne st-ru5 _le over 

the slE? ve1•y question did n othi n g to mske 1ife in eas tern 

Kans as more bearable. 

Religion was not a bsent :rr·om the scene or Kansas in 

this e11 a • In fact, i t was oi'ten an integral part ot the 

lif e of tho ~~ontier settlers, and in that atmos~bere 

50Bl'ayer • ~• ill•, P• 89. 

Sl!bid ., P• 94 • 
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developecl in most ch1.treh bodies G eha1•acter and tone all. 

:t t;3 own. The public to which i,.eli!,l".,ion had to appeal in 

~1ost cases \"!3s a gz•oup hardenod to d-1a-astal' and to rliscora­

! O!'t., I't:rntless people who olso u,sntee in t he11~ 1•0.l ! ..,.ion 

somet h tne to ' 1•1:rnk the bol.'ec1o:n and the everyday strug r;l.e to 

provide f oll t_.cms-elves .. nd to pl'oteot themse•l-.,ea Sfr,:linst 

the dangCl'S which sur1• ouod,ed ii:hem. Among most or tbaae 

pe ople t hs t 1•eligion f f.I red best whic·b appealed to theil' 

emot :tons, wh ich st1~es:1ed ?1hythmic s1:ng1nr~ and yeairly ncon­

·..re :t•aions •" .Boca-use of t hei1• n1ethod the most s1.1ccessful. of 

t ha sec t s amons t he f r-outia:1;~ people ws ri the 1~ethodist. 

In most c ases t h e 1•0 wa s no p oint or contact even in 

1•oli c;1on :le twean the .set tlers t"Fom Gei~nmny end t be others 

whrJ h eel come to Ka nsas. 'l'be l a n.g ,:u:1ge ba11rie·za was s1.1cl1 that 

t ho @.roups could not eGs_ly mix• The i,fathodtst church body 

0 1.u-l y l's cognizoc t hat t _1e2.•e was a promisi11t :field to be 

1'01lncl in t he Germ.an people s ti•l'EH:tming -tnto t:be count1•y. 

They real i zed that they bad loat a cbta!lce ~o woi•k among the 

·· i•ma ns who hed en te1"ed the country and bad settled in 
52 Penns ylvania :tn the prev ious century. As earl.y as the 

f irst years or the 16301 s the editor of the ~ethodist ~ub­

l i cation, the 'J e~te.rn Cbl'istian t,dvocato. ur ad that this 

opp o1,tunity not be lo.st by his church body and t hat work be 

52._-_. \'! . sveot. ri!ethodisui _!B Ama·ricsn History {Wew YOI'k: 
The 1'Iothod1st Book concern. c .• 1953) • P• ~70. 


