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"actuated oy the ploneer apirit."24 The actlivlity of the
definitely psritlsan groups was nob long In starting, however,
and in tho years.which followed this it kept pace with the
high feeling existing botwesen the two sections of the coun=-
trye.

In July, 1854, the Imigrent-Ald Company in New England
gent out Lts first party to Kansaa, but the influence of
thage people in Kansas wes not particularly strong in the
election held in lovember, 1854.25 In fzct, it was general-
Ly assumoed that this scheme for gaining & controlling in-
toreat In the government ol the state had failed.aﬁ In
the months which followed, however, things vecsme more
heated and more complic&ted.sv g the ceuse of the abo=-
litionists In Xensas galined support the emigrant asid apcle-
tiaa also profited snd were sble to send more snd more

people into the bterritory. Thls was eapecislly true after

241p1d., pe 78s

25351d., ps 80.

267514., pe Bl

27By the end of 1855 Slave and Free partles had each
elacted ita sepsrate leglslature and adopted ita own con=
atitusion, The f{edorel government then was faced wiih two
lagislstures. To determine which one wag legal and empowered
to pugs leglalation 8 congressiongl commlittee was eppointed
to Investligate the troubles in Hansas, [eeling over the
¥snsga ilgsue ran high in both North and Soubh, with the
Yorth incensed over the illegal voting of the pro-slavery
adherents and the South rezarding the activity of the emig-
rant aid socletles as unfair,
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the excltemant arising from the events of 1856 (the sack of
Lawrence, the actlvity of "Lsne's Army," the raids of the
"porder Ruffisng") had dled down. This was not the ond of
the atruggle however, and in the years following this the
terrltory was stlll disturved by countless skirmishes be-
tween the btwo partiles,

tmong those whom the emlgrant ald socletlies enlisted
and persuzded Lo enter Kaenses Territory were also Ruropasn
rants. Tecently come iInto the country, in need of a
f support, and LY vocatlon people of the soll, £
these people were likely prcﬂnacda %o join the parties of
poopls then seling orgsnized to populate the Territory of
% nsas.g'

The method of the Southern sympeathizers was, by force

2“”. Fe Paullmer, American 1"c:n::»m':mﬁc: Tistor {Vew Yori:
Harper snd Brothers Publishers, C.looD), dtl, stetea

that before 1860 the Jerman immi"rsnt was likely to be 8
farmer. The skatement is found in John A. Hewgood, The
Tragedy of ferman=-/‘merica (¥ew York: &. P. Putnen’s 806 Sons,

'3%0;, Da 07, that German Immigration, which had been
increazing since 1830, hit a peak in 1854 of 215,000 people,
half? of the total Zuropean immigration.

zgﬁn example of this is glven in the founding o the
clty of Humboldi, Kanszs. Tho founders of this town, J. A.
coffey end Ne. Be Dlanbon, after purchasing lend for thelr
proposed town get about Tinding pesople te start thelr town.
They soon located a colony of Terman lmmigrsnts whieh had
been organized at Hartlford, Conneciicut during the winter
o 1856~1857 and had veon sent to Kanses to help make it a
free state. Thege poople Coffey and Blanton inducad to
locatie on the proposed town site. Seventy~-Lifth nnnivarsarx
S8t. Peter's “vangglical Tutheran Churcn, Humboldbt, Ksansas,
June ;E, 1058, De
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of circumstancos, somewhat dlflerent from that of the groups
just dlscussed. The plan of sending compatriots into the
territory was also consldered by the South, bubt they were
not as readily asble to teke advantage of this means of
making slavery an institution in the uhate.aa Those who
were vesy Titted to introduce slavery lnte the territory,
the property owners, were economically rather strongly
bound to thelr plantations and could not easlily givs up
those plsces end move. Thus, the only representatives the
South could muster in the shorit time were the poor whites
who owned no land, ané the people of western Hiasouri.51

0f the people who in the decada of the {ifties were
flowing into the Kansas Terrltory we are most concerned
with those who had recently come from Germany, for it was
to thege bLhaet the synod a8t that Time directed 1ts domestic
mlassion endesvors almost exclusively. The lMlgssouri Synod
of that dey was 1ltself{ a {irst generation German church,
conducting its business znd spreading 1ts message 1In the
terman lenguage, and so 1t is not romarkadle that it also

sow its chief task as one of sseking out the thousands of

Serman Lutherans who were entering the States svery year.

3014 was the theory of Stringlellow that if enough
slaveholders with slaves could be brought into the territory
the practlce would be so flrmly established that Hthey would
not be disturveds Rhodes, ope cif., pDe 100,

Slibid., ps 101,

PGS
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Thus, one finds in considering the work of the synod in the
sarly Gays ol Kansas fhat she was interested here azlso in
the people of Carman origin.
Immigration {rom Cermeny in the lest century may be

divided into three "waves" sc¢cording to the judgment of
52

Priedrich Musenche. The flrst of these, attracted by
Duden's bock on Amerlca, consisting chielfly of people of
the laboring and peasant clssses, came to this country dur=
ing the thilrties and forties of the nineteenth century, the
namoers rasching 2 high in 1854 ,9° The next wave of German
immirrants entered in the years following the Civil ®ar,

This was probably to 2 large msasure ths result of the

Tranco-rrussian difficulty in Europe with its threat of

P

nilitary duby end increagsed texes. This finsl wave reached
its peak in the middle of the eighth decade of the last
century.

The specifie causes for each of thsese mass mocvemants

from fOermany differed in thelir details, of course, but

there are cortaln comnon factors which can be detected in

5244 Be Maust, The Germsn Dlemsnt in the United Statss
with Speclal Heference to i1ts Politicel, uoral, Socisl, &and
EéucafgonaI Influence (#ew vork: The steubsn Socliety of
Americe, CelB00), L, ppe 5:8=589.

S8 awgood, 9ps oit., pe 57. It would soem that this
Tirst wave included @lso the group of the latter years of
this period, conslsting largely of merchants, msnufacturers,
journaliasts end suche They applisd the terms to each other,
tdle oruene” for the lattor groupg "dle Graue® referring to
the formoit.
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all three ol these porlodsi factors which were to & large
pars responsible Tor the phenomanon. During this period
Germeny was vDeset wlth problems of ovorpopulatlion 2nd over-
praduction. The industrial revolution had had its elffect
slgo upon Germany, end in conseguencoe the arbtisans and
crafbamen found that they were no longer assential.sé The
ovarcrowding affected also the farming reglons, and many of
the younger generation ssw a better future for themselves
in the NHew %VWorld., The reports which cama from America of
an 2bundance of land, of financial succesa, of Light taxes,
21l Gthesae were welcome news Lo people whe could nob see
much hope for a betbtorment of thelr conditions at home in
the near future. The fact that ocean travel wag cheapor at
thls time ond that many of their fellow countrymen were

=

malking the trip no doubdbt made the decislion much easiexn,

Lt

Pl

- 56
0f those people entering from Germany meny were Lutherans,

and during the period bafore the war meny wore also farmers.

34Fauat, OPe Cite, De S584e

55HJwgood, Ope clie, PPe 62-66, notes the significant
correlalion bebtwéen immigration from Termany end oconomie
conditions bobth there and in this country. At the times
whon the outloolk in dermany wes gloomy and bthe condltions
in the United States healthy we f£ind that therse was a very
definite rise in the number of poopla coming to this country
from Germanye

SGThia was to be especlally true afier the Civil Wer,.
Ae Re Wentz, The Luthersn Church in American History (Phila=-
delphias The United luctheran Puullcatlon fouse, c.l933),

Pe 178 .
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It 1s not amezing then thst evsn the earlicst mlssionsriass
to the state were able o musbor congrepgations.

The people who came from Geormany during bthls tlme ware
people who ware, ganerally speaking, opposed on principle
t0o any cuvrtailment -of an individual's rights, Thus it is
that in the queation of slavery thoy aligned themselves
"almost to & man" with the Union cause.37 To them Faust
credite the turning of "the tide of senbtiment in HMiasourl

h
"% with this attitude over

in favor of the Uniocn causo.
against alavery they were likely progspacts when the emigrant
ald goclieties of the MNow Bngland atates were loocking for
people whom they could organize to entsr the Territory of
Kanaes, poople upon whom they could depend to maintain the
antiglavery poslition.

The slave-{rae question waz probably not the parsmount
concern for the Cerman Immigrant when he conaidered the
prospsect of settiing in the recently opened territory.

This is particularly true with reference to those Germans

who moved into Xanses from other stabes of the 0ld Nopthe-

weshe. Rather than beling advocetes of the 'ree State doc=

57peust, ope cibe, I, De 446

SBHBWgood, ope clte, Pe 50, observas on this point
that while the Gormsns sihunned slavery they are not to be
classed emong the abolitlionists, They were rather opposed
to the further extenslon of slavery and or that rosson they
wore oppoged to the Kansas-lebrasks Acte ;
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trine these people were primarily farmers, &nd 2s such they
were more interested in the prospoct of having thelr oun
place of lsnd in the West. The German, raised 1ln & country
where every acre of land waa proclous, was very reaspectful
of land, and because of that he wss particular and careful
with his own property.sg Ae Be Taust observes that the
Germen farmer coming o this counbtry in the last century
succeeded in hils vocation here for various reassons: he looked
for good, producilive lands he was careful in caring Tor the
goils he was oconomical; he cered for hig livestocks he was
orderly; he, with the family, did all the work of the farm
alone; and he was interested in keeping the farm in the

.-‘.'amil:f.g‘ :

Thug, when the Amerlcan farmer moved on with the
frontier, selling his farm, the German was ready to buy it
and to expend the energy necesgery to make the farm prolite
able.
hg 2 class the German people were not froatieramene

Father than apearhead the drive to the West they preferred
to follow in a lster wave and to develop the land which had
been broken by the firsgit settlers of the country. Coming

za they did from Burope, they were used to having at least

more of the comflorts and embellishmenits of civilized culbture

591pid., Dpe 3l-32.
40?&‘131:' _22. Bi'ﬁ., II, 99‘. 29-50.
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than they were able to have living in the Far Weat. Alw
though a conaiderable number of them had come to live on
khe frontier 1t wea not in &nswer %o any "eall of tho un=

o

. o 4z
kmown" or any Wanderlust, “  but what would seem to be rather

the result of circumsisnces. These people were coming to
this country In greast numbers, they nesded a meanz of sup~
port, the land in distsnt Xansag provided an angwer %o
their problem; end so they were rcady to join the groupa
erganizing to settle in the West,

That thelr ettrsction waa not the frontier 1s not only
a daduction from kmowledge of their general character; but
1a aevident in the fact that In the following years, when
the frontier moved on west, the German farmers wero not
tempbed Lo lsave the land they had settled and to follow
the wave, but bthey remalned wharae they wers. Nor would the
type of lend they found on the Great Plalns appeal to these
people particularly. Glven hia choice the Sermsn farmer
would undersbtandably choose that land which mosat resembled

the lznd o which he was sccusitomed, wooded, rolling coun~=

“lonig was parbicularly true of the fmmigrenta lmown
ag "die Gruene® and montioned above, who were accusbtomed to
2 hizh order of culture in thelr lives.

4209?1 Holinzen, about 158D, pointed up the differonce
satween the Americen tempersment which had developed snd
that of the German immigcrant in two phrases: '"Wag als
Deutscher oin Traeumer wlird, das wird als Ameriksner eln
Toafer," and, "Wo der Deutsche eine Phantaaie hat, hat der
rmorikaner eine Speculation.” GQuoted by Hewgood, op. cit.,
Pe 24,
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tryside.43 once there,; howaver, these people would setitle
in ons locallty and would there build up their own community.
Since they had in common & language, background snd tempora-
ment which were different from the other settlers con these
lends, they werse Iinclined from the very first to be clannish,
Thils chasracterlstic wos gelf-perpetuating, especislly since
they clung so tenaciously o the language which was desr to
thaem .44

But the CGermen setilors did come to Kansag, and they

foung thar

6]

8 land vastly different from that to which they
had been asccustomed since their childhood. The face of the
pralries, as indlcated above, was something new and strange
to theme. Whille they were sccustomed to trees and woods,
these settlerg found that even in the esstern section of
the state, whore they firat made their homes, trces were
searce, and ware pgenerally to be found only alongside the
streoms. The western psrt of the state, to which the im-

migrants were %o go In the succeeding years, was devoid

45I?.:id., pPe 27, Particularly revesling in this matter
of the Terman's ebttitude owvsr against the lsnd of the
prairies 1a an artlcle written by & Lutheran pastor in
Wiaconsin, Hoffmann, "Einlges uebsr innere Xission asus der
Missourisynode,” Zvange-tuthe Migsion und Kirche unter den
Doubschen Hord-Amerika’s, 11 (1'COTUETY, 1060}, De L0e. »

440135 was a characteristic of the Cermen immigrants
throughout this perlod. It was only in the case of those
Imnigrents who settled in areas whers there were not many
ol thair langusge group that the Zuglish lenguags cams into
current use with thome Toust, Ope clte; II, De %10e .
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of’ even the amell hills of the eastern part of ths terri-
tory. Such a countryside was vory likely nobt considered

inhabitable by these German people at that time. Some idea

o

I the appearance of the southeastern corner of the terrl-
tory 1s given us in 8 certaln lirs, Colt's deacription:

These prairies aspresd ouvt far and wlde, like s green
ogoan, and they preoaent something of that opticsal
1llusion seen in deserba, called "mirapge, cousing dige
tant objects to be seen double, as il rerlected iIn a
mirror, so a3 to eppear aa if suspended in the ailr;"
in deserts it prasenta the appearance of water = here
it makes the next wood geem NOBTETs s & o

or again,;
broad green scea of pralrie iz apread oubt before us,
gnd In thae distance large mounds stretch themselves
along the horizon; some In the Torm of cones, others
roof ahape = not a traee or shrub shade their summits
or sides, but the dbright rays of the morning rgys of
the morning sun illwmine their whole surfacoss
fin Enpglishmen who hsd come to this country and who was
gstaetioned with the army at Fort Leavenworth, Xansas de=-
scribed the countryside of Kansas in 1856 as "appearing
vary f£ine uut the land 1s rather deflicient in wood and
water and the resources of the Country are as yet but Tesbly
46
developad."™
The importance of readily available water in the life

of' he zattlars dictated that the settlemoents should ba

45yirlam Davia Colt, Went Lo Kansas (Waterbtowm: L.
Ingalls snd Company, 138G2), pp. 59~40.

48y, 0. orayer, To Form a More Perfect Union (Albu-
guerque, New HMexico: The University ol Hew lfexico Preas,
Cel041), Do 7.
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plascod aslongaide the streams end rivers, It is for this
regaon that the earliast forts and towns were a2lways situ=~
ated Leslde or within eossgy sccess of fresh running water.
This was & factor also 1ln the case of the CGerman farmera
coming iInto Kensas, snd so it i1s that
» » o alregady at the time 1t was atill a territory
many ferman Lutheran, eapecially from Iowa, Minnesota
g§d_wisc?ns§n,uimmigrgﬁea to Kansasdand settled par=~- 27
ticularly in the frultiul valleya of the many craaks,
The cities which oxisted at the tims were amall, At
first the towns quite nasburslly grew up about'the foptia,.
In the very carly days of settlement it was necessary that
the settlers have adequate protection, for in those days
this weg still Indlan country., With the abolltion of the
Indian Lands the threat of marauding tribes 1n et least the
pastern soction of the state became less, and people felt
safe in organizing towns farther away {rom where the militla
. were stationed. Ilere zlso, howover, it was Gthe usual prsc=
ltice %o sottle close togethar, for there were still times
when tho safety of numbers was to be desired, Once the
territory had been thrown open to sottloment and the po=-
gitions of the Slave and the ¥Freo pasrtles wlth reaspect to
Kanges haed come into the opsn, the organizing of town com=

panies becsme comazon practlce. It seoms that this could

A% " = 5
e Ke Ce Vatter, Rurzgerfasste Geachichte dos Kansas-

Ve

Distrikts (lLeavenworth, Kansas: Teavenworth Tribuene, 1913;,

De %o
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be done in sceveral ways., In some cages the compsnies were
organized in the Tast, the shares being sold there with the
promigg that there would be provided for the setilers the
necessities of Llife, such as a mill and a means of market=
ing thelr 30053.48 Ory, in onother case, an individusl or a
group of individuala might select @ loeation which should
prove suldable for a town, buy the claima of the man or men
tc whom the land belonged, snd sell the lots to the people
whno were coming into the sﬁata.ég In the earllieat days the
forman people scom to have been atiracted by the land rather
than by the towns. In later years, howevar, we find that
gome of the towna boasted a considerable German population,
The Cermansg who came were nol, as a rule, wealthy,.

The offer of the federzl government to sell land for §1.25
per acre Lo any head of & {emily who lived on 1t for a set
pericd of time wes one which many of thess people seized.
Since thls was virgin soil it was necessary first of all %o
break up the sod so that it could be put to seed. It was
the sort of work which reguired such essenitials as a8 team

of oxen, & plow, sesd grain end a minivum ol miscellaneous

tools. In most cases these things were brought with the

435@3, for example, the plan of the compsny organized
in 1856 and known as the "Vegetarian Settlement Company" in
Colt, Opes clbe;, PPe 277=2E65,

4950int Poter's, Humboldbt, pPe Se
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setilers when they came, the oxen belng used Lo draw the
wagons in vhich they made the journey. A horsgse was a luxury
moat of these people Torewent. Farming this land was nob
en oasy task, and there were constant dangers connected
wilth 1%, for the rainfall was not so dependable &8s in other
localitles.

The winter of 1859~1860 was mild, but it brought with
it also a slack in businoﬂs.so Thig In itsel! does not
seem to have beon serious, but the following summer was an
exceptionally dry one and no cropa wvere raised in Kansas
that geason. In congequence it was necessary for aid to be
forwarded {rom pacople Iin the ecastern states to stave off
gtarvation in at lesat some parts of Kangas, When that was
followed by a severe winter snd by high waters in the Spring,
and when the threat of civil war became incrassingly more
real,51 the oublook of the people iIn the territory in the
Spring of 1861 must heve been rather dim. The marauding
bandas of men representling both sidas of the strugsle over
the slavery question did nothing to meke 1ife in eastern
Kensas more bearable.

Religion was not absent Tfrom the scene of Kansas in

this era, In fact, it was often an integrsl part of the

1ifo of the frontier saettlers, and in that atmosphere

SOppayer, op. clt., D. 89,

B )

5l1bid., De 94.



29
developed in most church bodies a character and tone all
1ts owne. The publie to which religion had to eppesl in
moat cases was & group havdened bto disagter ond Lo discome
fort, restless peopls who also wanted in their »eliglon
somathing to Lreak the boredom and the everyday struggle to
provide for themselves cnd to protect thomsaelves agalnst
the dangers whickh surrounded them. Among moat of these
people that religion fered best which appealed to their
emotions, which stresaed rhythmic singing and yearly "con~-
varaions,” Bocause of their method tho most successful of
the sects among The Trontler people was the Methodist.

In moat cescs there was no point of contact even in
religion botween the sebttlers from Germany and the others
who had come to Kansas, The lenguage barrier was gsuch that
the groups could not easlly mixe The Hethodist church body

e

early recognizeé that there was a promising fleld to be
found in the Germsn people streaming into the countrye.
They realized that they had loat & chance to work among the

termans who hed entered the country and had settled in

i
[Vl =)}

Pennaylvania in the previous centurye. ‘As early as the
firgt yesrs of the 1830%s the editor of the NMethodist pub=-

lication, the Western Chrilstian Advocate, urged that this

opportunity not be lost by hiz church body and that work be

52y, w, Sweet, Methodism in Americsn History (lew York:
The Methodist Book GORCErn, Celd55), De .



