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OHAP'.l'ER IV 

TBE, DEVOTIONAL PROGRAM ORIGDATIRG 
FliOM A CfflJROF. SERVICE 

Approximately 22.4% of Lutheran Church-~1saour1 SJDod 

religious broadcasts on the local level are worship ser­

vices d1reot trom ohul'cb. Some churches program the entil'e 

service. Others find 1t more profitable to air the oenti,al 

portion of tile service. 

The fonnat for the worship servi~e program which 

includes the entire liturgy 1s then ready made. It can 

be lifted without any cban8e& from the nOrder of Servicen 

as 1t is tound 1n 1'be Lutheran HJmnal on pages five to 

fourteen. Because there are some r11brica in the l1turg1oal 

service which call for movements ~f which the listener will 

be unaware. 1t may 't!e wise. for someone to make e,:planatol'J' 

remark·a tor the bone.ti~ of the radio audience. Tb1s �1 % � 

done to a mod11"1ed degree by Flrat Lutheran Church 1n Omaha, 

Nebraska. 

First Lutheran Church 1n Ponca City, Oklahoma also 

broadoasto their entire aervloe and the Rev. A. lie Behrend 

writes that the res~onae bas been favorable • 

• • • We are broedcasting the ent1re ael'V1oo exactly 
as 1t la given 1n The Lutheran Hymnal, beg!nn1ng w1th 
the ringing or tbeciliur7ib bells.•. The entire ser­
vice (one hour) appeals trr.mendously to our listen• 
1ng audience and station manager.•• After 14 months 
ot continuoua broadcasts everJ Sunday. I am convinced 
that there 1a no substitute tor the regular service. 
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'&is tlq people leen what is going on 1ns1f• the 
church and the results ai-e moat gttatU'71Dg. 

&mnaus Lutheran Church in Denver, Colorado sponsors 

"Tb.1rt7 IH.nutes With Jes~sa everr· Sunda:y at 10:00 A.U. IJ.he 

fol'lllat for t ·his progi-o.m 1a takon trom the central portion 

ot the church service. 

ANNOR: .And nov ••·•• 'l'HIRTY limuTBS WI'!H JESUS. 

MUSIC I _Bpn _& the 09PP:ogation1 PADE TO B/G 

Ai.UORi Every Sunday mcrning at this time* Emmaus 

Lutheran Ohurah, West .31st Avenue and :trv1Dg 

Street 1n Denver bl'1Dgs JOU d!zteatl7 from 1ta 

f1rst mrning service this half hour ot wor• 

ship dedicated tq Jesus onl7. ~ feature ot 

today1-s broadoaat is the aermn to be delivered 

by the Rev .. HelJlly Geo. Hartner,. pastor ot 

Emmaus Ohuz,ch. It -is entitled, "Seeking 

Cm-1st tor Salvation." 

WJSIC:i HJ!!! bz the conpot5ation. lJ'P i'O mm WITH 

11A11E1fli 

.AmJCR.a · Introduces aild comments on choir selection. 

MUSICI OBOIR 

PAS'lE>R: Sel'IDOn li'rom the Pulpit. "AMDn Nt 2S:OO 

IIUSIOI 11CJteate in lie a Olean Ha&l'tD bJ COPF•sation. 

PAS'JOR.I bayer From the Pulpit• 

1.&. B. Behl'end, "Letter to r>r. B. Hohenstein;" Janu81'7 
1, 19s2. 
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MUSIC :r HX9 bJ: the 0OP8£&8ation. P.ADB ~O B/G 

.AlfflOBI ?°OU have been 11aten1n1J" to .... THXRft IU?llJ!E 

Wl'lH JBSUS •••• br~n4oaat clirectl7 .trom the 

e81'1J' IIIOl'Ding aervio~ ot &nmaua Lutheran Ch:ui'd:a, 

West 31st- Avenu,_e an4 IrYing Street :1n Denver. 

U you llould l1ko e. copy ot Pastor l .ai'i;nerta 

sermon ot this mom1~; •seeld.D3 Otir!st ror 

s~vat1on," write· to Enaaua nutb:eran Cbul'oh,. 
. . 

West ~st Avenue· and Irving S1;reet, Denvei-,. 

Colorado•• 

It JOU have DO ohUl'ch hOIII& 1n 'JJell.Yer, Jbaa.ua 

Lutheran extends a cordial invitation tor 

you to share its blessings 1n Clutiat. Worship 

ser•1ces are held evel'J &un,a7 UIOl'DiDs at 

8 I .30 and 11 a 00 o I olook_. Sundq Sob.o.ol and 

Bible .classes are at 10&00 o'clock. 

'rune tn again next Suncla:J', and invite others, 

espeoiall7 the aiak and. ahut in, to join ua 

tor • .,. • 'lHIRft J!l'lflJ!'.F;S WDH JESUS .. 

llfl~IC-1 Bp by the !'owesat ~on., 9l AND ~ Ill, 

29,.302 
nd.a tormaJ; otrera a mre aui table program tor radio 

than if' the entiz'e service is to be broadoaat. Beoauee 

the m•an-1ng ·of the Pl'081'811 elements cum be tranam1tte4 

211Thf:ltt7 llmutee With Je.aua; !' Pi,epared bJ' &amaua Luth­
eran Church-; Denva·, Janu.oy 6- 19.$2 (m~graphod ma)• 
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thZ'ough sound, the listener 1a at all t1m,s iii menta;L . 
contact w1 th what 1a go!ng on 1n · ob.uroh. It is not neoea• 

aa:zry- for him to see the aho11' or the paato~ to undaratancl 

their respective messages. It would be necesaer'1 tor him 

to see, if he wore to un~atand the l!.tuz,g1oal sei•vice 

at the altar and lecturn., or .the ad!'11m..l!trat1on of the 

sacraments, or the receiving ot the colleetiona. Th•se 

ere portions of the service 1'1-om which the radio listener . . 
would derive little benefit, beoauae they 81'8 to a large 

degreo visual in charactei-• Thei-~fo:tte at these places the 

radio service woul!l lag end encolll'age the hearer to tune 

out. Moreover, ·in using the smrtor f'or mat, al.l the 

advantages of the special events type ot program uo retained. 

\71th ~pontaneoua group participation and on-the-spot action. 

The listener will stay tuned as long as he feels as it he 

were a part or the ·church sei•viee,.~ 'l'b.ia is the goal of 

all eh'Ul'chea who air the1~ Sun&l7 moming devotions, al~ 

though te_chn1oally theiJ!' broadcast 1a "progr,am centerod" 

and not. "listener centered;. n.3 



OBAP.rER V 

THE IRFORIIATIOBAL .. IWSPIRATIOUAL PBOGIWI 

Appl'oximatel7 only 9.~ ot Lutheran Churoh-lU.saour1 

S~nod broadcasts on the local level are of the 1ntorma­

t1onal-1nap1rat1onal type; end 7et th.la field of actlvit7 

permits the greatest number or pl'Ogram vnrlations of proved 

and conmercial ly acceptable types and formats. It wou~d 

aeem, then, that this is the area which deserves the con• 

centrated attont1on of the conacientioua religious broad• 

caster. 

ti!!, Rel.1g1oua Radio Di-ama 
I • 

The religious radio dl'ama, as a pl'Ogram type, lends 

itself to e.n 1Df'1nite number or aettlrlgs and p1ots. It 

would be impoaeible for thta 1nvost1gat1on to discuss even 

a traction of the various dl'!amatio offerings attempted 

throughout the Lutheran Church-Llis&oU1'1 Synod radio history. 

However, an example of these Padlo plays reveals that the 

purpose tor airing rel-igious rad1-o dztar.ia· is always the 

same: To portiway Christians in the11' faith meeting the 

conf'liots and problems of lU'e in a reality with which the 
... 

listener may identify himself. Settings may be historical 

or contompora."7.~ 

On November 3, l9Sl, the Lutheran Drama Guild or st. 
Louis produced over Statton K P tJ' O "!be Jl1dn1ght Lion,• 
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b7 R. BQwe4 CJ.auaen, a dramatization ot _the lite of 

Gustavus Adolphus,: the Swedish Lu'bheran kiq apd he:r.o. 

Their oonventional dl'ama format ~eatui.-ed a soene setttns 

narrat!on and·was progr.-ammed aa tollowat 

[f(JSl:01 
I 

·1'Jp PllLL; FADE UHDIR OR CUB 

B.ARRATORt Iri the centur7 after ltortm Luther's dea'tah 

in 151&-6., the Ohurob ot the Rdorm.at1on 

mdei-went ae:vel'e persecution. The royal 

house- of Hapsburg; ruling .tamll)· ot the 

German Qnp!li"e, sought to extend itq tJl'anD'J' 

over all EuztopeJ an.a wherever the Hapabuzig 

rorces ad.vanoed• rel ig1oua b-eedom perished. 

Far to the north 1n Luth~an Sweden, the 

young king, Gustavus Adolphus, saVJ the 

'AOTIONJ' 

• 
danger and was preparing to meet. it. Our 

story opens in the royal palace at Stockholm, 

where the king's counsellors ee gathered • . 
It ls the yea:r 1629. • • 
UP AND (?J1.I: OH CUE __ 

(CJAS'r) 

WAR! .NrORt To the· lmper1al court or Ferc31 nand II and 

his empress at v1,:nna eomea news that 

Guatavue- and his amy have landed on 

German soil. 
1

~ • • • 

AC'J!IOHI 
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HARllA!OlU While the eJQel'or 1s rebuildlng his shat• 

tered! toroes• Gustavus 1s joined 1n 

Ge1'1118DJ' by his queen• Uaz-1a EleBDOl'e. • • 

ACTION: ~O END ( GAS'l!) 

NARSATOH: CLOSING ORED:t,:81 

,J)l,ama 1n a oontemporat setting 1fas the program written 

for publia relat.ions work ~ comieo'b1on with the ·centennial 

celeb~ation of the Lutheran Chui,ph-Kiasourl SJnod in 1947. 

The Rev• WU'l'en H •· Schmidt., Ph. D., authored the sci-ipt for, 

11This Nation Undel- God, 11 the• form.at ot which went like tb.la& 

AMl'IOUNCElU As a oontl'l°!)ution· to, the ilpu-itual wel1'81"e 

of this community• we bi-ins you ~won 

special transcription ·• . • ·•· 

ImBICI 

AlffiOUNOER i 

UUSICa 

KO'SIOi, 

AOTIOlf;. 

OBG.All .ACCERT CBGQ 

(OH ECHO IIIKB') this Jiat1on Un«ler God I 

ORGAlU GLoar. GLORY, HALLELUJAH (Open. 

1Dg and oloe·lng phPaaes only) 

(Pather ·encl Janie are d1aouss1ng the 

phrase., •th1a nation under Ood-n .trom the 

Oett,.bm,g A:4cb-esa) 

ORGAN BRIOOB 

(Flashback to. acene in Germany at the 

time of c. P~ ,v. Walthc,r •. ) 

OBGAH BRII>GB 

la._ Bowucl Olausen•. •The JU.dn1gb.t. Lion" (mimeographed 
ms). 

, 



AC!IGHt 

llUSIOt 

AC'l'IOlfl 

UUSIOt . 

ACTI0lO 

MUSIC: · 
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(Path81' and Janie diaousa meaning ot 

subsequent events.) 

ORGAN BRIDGE 

(Pluhbao.k to scene iii eul7 America at 

the time ot the Saxon :blmlpation.) 

·QRG.AB JmD>GB 

(li'a~r and Jan.1e again, cli.souas1ng the 

m.em ing or ~e~e hi-storioal .evonta.) 

ORGAN' UP FULL .qio .CL?MAXJ S.EGUB 'fO non.ARD 

GHRISTIAH SOLDIERSt" 

IJllfOUliCERa l'ou b.4lVG been listening to ..... 'rhia 

MUSIC.a 

i:iat ion Under God • • • ;, presented 1n the 

publ 1o interest bT th1a a tat-ion 1n ooopel'a• 

ti()n w1 th Uhe Evangelical Luther·an Synod 

of K~ssour1, Ohio and Othel'. States, which 

"is this yeal" ·oelebrat1ng its one-hundl'edth . 
,-ea· ot aervtce- to Amel'ioa. !be script 

for th1~ teatUl'e was written b7 Wari-en B. 

Sohm1d.b. 

UP TO CLIIIAX At."IJD om~ 

!he Documentan 

!ha documentary 1a one of the less tamllia members 

of the drQmat1c ~amlly as re ao religious broadcasting~• 

2warren H. Sohm1dt, "niia Hatton Unda Ood8 (unpub-i­
lished ms) . ,. 



33 
concerned. It has tba J'OD!'!'W8l'o,.there toueh clea1gne4 to 

help the 11ste1181' realize the continuing relevance of the 

h1st0l'1.cal. action of the past by rilald.ng 1t sound con'bem• 

porary. l'IJourney to Oalvayn is one suoh aeries o·r scripts 

written.by Dol'i-ell Helmers and produced for the first tilr.e 

over Station 1t F U O duriDG the season · ot Lent 1n 1948. A 

sample format to;1ows: 

ANNOUNCER: We bring JOU • ••• JOUJUiE!' TO CALV.ARY • • •• 

the first .:ln a unique and special aeries 
. .: 

ot broadoDSts to be presente4 every FP1daJ' 

1n commemoration ot the sut1'er1ng and death 

. or Jesus Obrist• the . Savior of . the World. 

NARRAt?OR: Let us turn back the -hands of time to 

SOUND) 

tho yeai, 30 A .• »,•1 to the land ot Palestine;­

to the city of Jensale•• (Pause) Imagine 

that you are going with us to Jer.uaalem;. 

where memb~s of the K FU O Hews Depet .. 

ment are wa1 ting to desor.S.be tor JOU some 

of the "things that happened in the 7em- 30 

· 00118 Ill, .JERUSALEII I 
!OHS BEA'lJ DIS!OHED SIGBALJ PADE Drl!O 

VOICE OF REPOR!Im I (Sl1gb.tl7 muffled and 
I 

diatortet. as 1t short waved.) 

&ORTER I 1 (apeaks tram vantage point 1n one or the 
.. 

towers of- Fortress •tonta in Jerusalem.) 

• 



SWX'J?CH TO a 

lll.i:POlt!ER II: (Speaks .tJ:lo'm lower Jerusalem and -:;he 

Temple, Interviews those stemd1ng by.) 

SWI!OK TO.I 

REPORT·liR lIIt (Speaks friom doorway 11two. houses awq 

t'l'om the butldtng Ylhezte Jesus and H1a 

diao1p1~~ have baen meetlilg tor some 

time now •. " 

REPORIER It 

REPORTER IVI 

REPORTER II 

somm·a 

NARRATORI 

Interviews those standing by.) CU'f OFF 

ABRUP.fLY •. 

(Bl'aaka in to till ~ut narrative.) 

.S\1ITOH TO I 

(Speak11 f'rom somewhere betwoen Herod:•s 

palace end the Mount of Olives. Intei-,. 

vieva oapb ain or-deed to capt\11'8 Jesus. 

Reports the oapture ot Jesus.) 

. CUT OFP .ABBUl'tLl'. 

(BeoapituJ.ates1 sets soene for next 

ropert ot then•-• direct f'ltom Jer.u. 

ealem.) 

TBLR!PEJ· UP AND lJIDBR OB CUB 

The X PU O Hewe Department has just 

preaenttid the 1'1rat :l.n a aeries ot 

1raag1nar,- news. reports of oertaln events 

tha'b oooUZ'ed 1n the apr1na or the 7ee 

30 A~»• 0ur next repoi-t Wi.ll be one nek 

from today at tb1a same time. 
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ANlf.0-U:HOEEU' 
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TEI.i'J.'IPE;· 1J,Jll llRIEFLYJ FADE our SLOWLY. 

You have been listening to .. u JOURBB!' 

fO OALVAR'! •• ,. ., pi-asented a,re17 ~1da:J 

at this time.~ 'l'heae programs are being 

produced dUl'ing ltont to help you 'UIMior­

atand and better appreciate the su!'far­

ing and de·atb ot Jesus Obrist, the 

,:&avior or the worldi3 

A new type ot dooumenti.."7 :ta made possible with the 

advent ot the tape :reaorder.. In·terv1evs; desci-iptiom, 

action pick-ups anay be recorded on the spat wb.e...-. mateZ'ial 

1s available, Skillful editing packs riu:n-e dramatic poten• 

tials 1nto a fifteen minute period _tbian ls possible by any 

other method. But so far, .rol1sious broadcasters have o:nly 

partiall1 explored its potoney. 

For its 19.$'1.~.$2 "Olu-1ati·an Sohoo1 of the Air• series. 

Station X FU o broadoaat some "Keet Your Belgiborn pro• 

gzaams· emploj'ing the tape l'liOOZ'ded dooumentll"J' technique. 

Interviews were made with school children and their teachers 

1n the rooms or thst• Cbristlim Dq- Schools. · Ohildran from 
. . 

all· over the St .. Louis area wore thon 1nv1ted to share their" 

expel'l-4.ences and meat one another via tape recording and 

throush the med1 WJ1 ~f radio• · 

3narreU Helmers~ 8 JoU1'Dey to OaJ.vary• (mimeographed 
ma)., 
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a'11!, Z.amatio Harrative 

Another vsr1ation. ot the dramatic style is the dramatic 

narrative. This is the format used \7hen the bl'oadoaster 1s 

:x-est1•iete d to a. one me..--i presentation, Biographies. B1blioal 

or historical• are ospeeially tempting 4elle'-ctea to th& 

imaginative and alel't %'&.dio ff1ter 1n th:1s style. The nar­

ration may be 1n the first person• or the second person, 

or the third pel'son•• Emch. is a pos-slbil:!.ty and each pzio­

vides many points of contact 1n helping the 11atan1ng 

audience to 1dfntify 'themselves with the character por• 

trl\yed ... 

StatJon It FU O has a1J'ed a n'Ulllb.sr of pros:r:-ams, eaoh 

0£ wh!ch appeeled because of its own un1que treatment of 

the d.re.nmt1c narrative manner.. The titles ot aoi'lle ot the 

programs are1 · n!L'be n1ur of a Ohl'iat1an Mother~• nAt the 

Feet of the Ataater, 11 nstory Behind the Sons," "!he Letter 

Wr1tei-,n. "Who 1a. Talking, Please?• and "Paging !hroagh the 

D1ey of a Missionary," 

i"ae fol'Dlat tor th.la t7Pe oi' -~~gpam 1a exempllt1ed 

'bJ' that fox-anothe~XPD81'eaturet °'fhe Children's 

Album-. n And 11" a program. ia being beamed at a tiUIO when 

Qblldren ue 11aten1ng• the dltmna-6·1-e narrative 1a one, or 

the tew ways in which to. hold an audleaoe without going 

into 1'ull scale produotion11 
' . somm, L?OBS RO.AR!NGJ somrJ> EFPBG'!S RECORD UP PULL 

AND PADB 011.1.'e 
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A?iHORI 'l?heJ' oould bll.DB me for noth~•· Yeil tho1e 

lions were ro&l'mg for rq banef'1t. They were 

hungl'y. I waa slated to be their next meal. 

1'7 name 1s Danial, boys and gil'ls, and I would 

like to tall rq story from the pages of' the 

Bible on your•••• CHILDREN'S ALBUM. 

THEME: MUSIC UP AND UHDER OB CUE 

ANlfCRa Evel'y nek day afternoon at this time, boJ'B 

and girls, we invite you to .gather around 

your radio tox- the •••• •. CHILDREN• S .ALBUJI 

.• •• •. a pl'ogram of stories f'rom the Bible 

just for you. 

THEME I . UP AND . OUT ON CUE 

ANNCR1 Yes, rq name 111 Danie.1, and this 1a my atoey 

•••• 
THEUEa PICK UP AT ERD OF. ~TORYJ FADE UBDER OB CUB 

AlUICR·I OD boday 11!1 • • • • CHILDREH' s AL1$UM • • • • bo7a 

and girls, •~ have heard the stol'J' of Daniel 

1n the Lion's Den. We invite JOU to join ua 

again tomorrow•~ ~115 for ano~her story 

eapeo1ally for 70u. 

C:CHENEI UP UD OUT ON Q~ 

~• dl'amat1a nar'-t1ve -.7 al-ao asaume a form a1m11ar . . . 
to ~t_of' daytime aerials, A good ral1g1oua novel may 

. ~"K F U O D8J' Book~ 11 Monday, M&l'oh .3, 19S2. l,.11$ • 
· 41JO p,.,.M. 
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be read 1D cla1l7 1Datallmenta, as· 1a done on the K Ji' 11 o 

"Reading Cirale." The ef1'eot1veness ot auah ~ program 11ea 

1n the quality of the story, the abU1tJ ot the readei- and 

h1a ingenuity in correlating sound etteots with the action 

recorded in the narration. Where more than one charaoter 

ia involved, the stor7 teller must adapt himself to the 

contrasta . intende~ b7 tb.e autb.or1 a rather formidable taak. 

,!!!!, Bellgious Hews Qomrnentm 

People have been made mre and more oonaciou1 ot av• 

rent events and -their meaniq. For many of the BD811era to 

their questions people are ready to turn to theil' favorite 

radio news oom~entator. Be brings into focus tor them the 

happenings that have captured the heacilinea and the human 

interest captions. 

The format of a news cast 1a also Wied by the ~el1g1oua 

broadcaster. The religious news comnientator ma7 probe into 

nawa only or a religlo.us natUl'e, but more o.tten his remarks 

ae directed toward the oommon news evonta ot the da7 aa · 

the Christian in hia t•tth aeea their s1gn1f1oanco. It 

ts within his scope of ope~atlon, to show h1a listeners how 

religion tntluencas the ahaptng of the news. 

Th• ztel. igioua news oomment&l'J' 1a an ex~ell mt channel 

to use in, reaohing a people who are alread7 accustomed to 

the idea ot the oUTerit news oomental'J'• Thia type of 


