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in his dQ' and set forth tho ethioal. atandarda ot Chriatianit,y aa the 

highest goal. He mentiona that Christian perteotion does not necaaaal'­

�~� call one to a cloister. 46 Lmr uses the tezm "pertec.tion11 to 

indicate th"t st.age to vhich all Chri.atiana must. attain. He insisted 

that s1nnen have the ability- to reala:lm themselves b7 decision and 

resolution. It VJas on this point that I'!ealey attaQked Law' a teacbing. 47 

La tailed to direct men to Obrist 1n his omphaais on Chriatian pe11-

teotian 1n this life. He also tailed to sborr that th.a Christian lite 

1a to be followed 1n the ordinuy ocoupo.tiona and circumstances ot 

routine da.11,y lite. 48 

Law t aught that tnie par.f'csction was unattainable in tbis 11f'e, 

mt it -.mo a aoal ror \1hich to strive. 1.l'ha perf'ection possible on 

oa.rt.h \"las only a gradual. development in aanat:U."ication. He stressed 

tho "inward piety o:t heart and mind. n Lite on earth t'l&B to be a 

period or probation in which man ns 1.o live in a state of repentance 

and sorrcn1 :ror sin. This invol.ved a moral et.rort. and sel.f'-deo1al on 

the pan. of the individaal. Arter 1738, .7e11le7 proclaimed tha.'t. pel'­

feotio.n ,1as possible in this llf'o aa a gift ot Cod aid a tr01ic 0£ the 

Hol.Jr Spirit. The only reason more people did not experience it was 

because they did not. expect it. and did not pz,q tor it in faith. 49 

46John T. Uc:Nelll., Books .et Faith .l!l!l Porrer (Haw Yorka HAiper 
and Brothers PubU.shen, a.1941), P• 128. 

47~ • ., PP• 131 t. 

48rin., 91. cit., p, 301. 
4~dstroem., 9.2• a.\,, PP• l.32 �~� • 
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lV9s1ey later conteasod that it nas .m;raticlam which almost caused 

him to 1ose his £aith. Ha \7aS groa.tl,T a.tt.raoted and int'l.uanced by 

the m,yaiiics untU he uas1 their e1•rors. Attenarda he criticized t.ha 

11\Yatioiam ot J..a,;1 and el1011ed it to be a £om o£ salt-riaht.eouanoaa. He 

strongly' condemns t ile m;ystics ,men he G8if&, "All t.he other enemies of 

Christianity- are 'l;ritles. The Jll1'Bt.1ca &re tha lilOst. dangerous. 1t50 

Against the hennitic i deal ot tile mystics, '1esley hsl.d that human 

tell0r1sh1p was a part. or holiness; against Quiet.istio .rqystioiam he 

ahowed t hat J.ove of God vtao inseparable from love ot neighbor. \'lea­

le7 tra.s opposed t o aontem,.i,lative m,at1o1am 1n tav .... ,:;£ practica1 

.avsticiam. flo contended 1ihat both imlard and outnard bollnc,as an 

nsceooa.17.Sl. 

Ini"luonces .io"'rom Tile 11l1oly Club" 

Tho years 1729 througll 1735 have been called tha period when 

flealey m s living 1n the seventh chapter DE Romana and had not yet. 

reached the eighth chapter. It was 1n these yeam when .Methodiam 

111.a bc)m. It she.red ,71.th its £oundor in the ef't ort. to a t 'ta.:1n sal­

vation by works and to bring t orth the trt.d.ts 0£ laith bei"o:re the 

zoot \'188 oat.ablisbed.52 In 1729 Weale7 began avid]¥ to atwt_y the 

'°Fitchett, !mo• cit • ., P• SO. 

'1i.inc1stroem., a,. cit., P• l.30. 

52Fitahett, .!&• cit., PP• 72 t. 
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Bl'ble &11 the anq stone.la.rd ot tmth and the model ot pure relJ.g:l.an. 

Hare ha aaw even more clearl.7 the neoeaait.7 ot haYing not juat part, 

but ell ot the mind ot Ch:dat and walk:lng aa Chr1at wallcad. He am.ved 

at the concJ.usion that religion was the ant.ire imm.1'd and outwal"d ccn­

fozmit,y to Cbrist.53 

When John once spoke to his 1'C)UD89r brother., Charles, about the 

latter•a spiritual. lite, the young Qxf'ord atudea't., Obarlea., zreplied, 

11 naat., would you have me to be a saint all at 011ce?11'4 In his ,ean 

at Oxford., however., Charles b9oame more sel'ioua about spiritual mat,­

ters. In 1729, with ·~he help ot brother John., they tomed a group 

Which was cal.led by various namea-.'ltethodiats, the Ref'or:nine Club, 

the Godly Club., tha Hol,y Club., Sacramentariarus., Bible Moths, Supe11-

eroption PJen., encl .Enthusiasts. The names ware given by the heartleaa 

students at oxtord \1ho ridiculed their piety. tlealq uaa looked upon 

aa tho C11rator, or Father ot the l-fol3 Club.'' 

At tirst the Hol.7 Olub was compoaed of onl1" tour m.embera, the 

two rresJ.eys, V/1 J J 1 am Horgan., and :Robert. KizichmD.. They began b7 meet,­

inc every Sundq evening. 'l'b1s vaa changed to trro evenings a neek 

and f:lnal.J.y eve27 evening .tran six until nine. 

They began their maetings with pJ'l\181'., studied the Greek Testa­
mnt and the clasaioa, revicr.18d the mrk ot the past day., and 
talked over their plans tor the morrorr. • • .Aft.er pra;yera, the 

53wu1ey, Chd,stian Perfection A! T•11sbi:. SI: .!l9,!m \'leala.y, PP• J.84 t. 

'4.zeuord., sm,. ~, P• 44-
SSTh-l ~ .. 9 -===.•• P• ) • 
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ah1e.t subject 'ffaS charity. • • .on Swidq evezdnp the.7 read 
divinit.y. They tasted on Wednec,dq and Fridq and :received the 
Lo:rd•s Supper ever:, weak •••• A ■yat• ot salt-examination 
brought all thoir conduct under searching review •••• A glance 
at the ant.ire scheme will ahem how caretuJ.J, the oxtonl Method­
ists sought to order their lives. '1'h83' studied to do the will 
ot God in alJ. things, to p~ w.ltll tervor, to use eJaculationa 
or hourly prayers for hum1l.1t7, taith, hope, love., and the p~ 
ticular virtue t.bey set thamaalvos to seek ea.ch day. The manbera 
repeated o. collect at nine., twelve., and three and had their 
stated times £or meditation and private p:m.yor. The 11Love ot 
Man11 led them to inquire what.her the;r had been aealous 1n doing 
good wrks,. had pcrsuo.ded all they could to attend the means ot 
smceiLand to observe all the laws ot the Chllroh and the Univoz­
aitq.:;10 

Each member of the lfo.1¥ Club soUBht to keep hia soul. under ael.t­

examination to see i:t he had full"illed all of his duties tOU"ard God 

and .inan. 'l'lle central Giil)haaia was on thct pertoimance or good T10:rks1 

'bu.t they \Vere not £ram the pl'Oper Ohristian .mtivation. S? During the 

J'OS,ra 0£ the Ho.13 Club, they visited the pr.l.sonera and the aiak. 'l'heir 

i'ather \'l:n>te th8!11 the tolla.-dng enc011mganent, 

I question miether a mortal can arrive to a greater deflNe ot 
pertectio.D than stoud:Uy tg

8
do aood, and for that reason patientl.¥ 

and meaJdy to eutf er evil.) 

The Wes:Leys ramdnod in tho Club while othem Joined and J.ater had 

to leave. It al,'lqS rem-a.ined a amall intimate sroup. One or the 

moat important. adciitions ,·,ao Georec Whitetield 'Clbo joined Just be.tore 

l'loaley1 s Georsia. mission. S9 \Tesley- and f1hitef'iel.d became close 

561Qli., PP• S1 tt • 

S?Fitche'l;t., SJ?.• oit., P• 77. 

S8m-, "" .a ..,,. +~ 52 
4v.w.O:rc., Be.• ~-· P• • 

59~., P• 63. 
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friends and were associated in preaching to the aonmon peopl.e 1n 

the open-air gathoringo., but Nealey 1at!'r b:roke "1th Whitefield 1»­

aauaa ot the latter's insiotenca upon d~anding the Calv1D1at1o doo­

tl"ine ot predeatinat.ion.60 

Influences From 'the Uomri.ana 

The two gzeatest influences on r/aaley' a doctrine ot aanctiti­

aation v.rere the writin~ ot Christian authors and the ·knowledge ot 

the experiences of' individ1lal Chl"isU.ana 1n the ?lo:ravian and Method­

ist sociat1ao.6J. It was on Wesley's wyage to Georgia that he~ 

came cicquainted ,d.th the liorav14na. \"iealey atated his reason tor 

accepting this Georg.la asoipent 1n th:l.s manners 

1q chiet mot.ive is tho hope ot saving rq oa soul. I hope to 
leam the true sense of the Gospel. or Christ by proach:lng it 
to the haathen •••• I aamot hope~ attain the aama dearee 
ot holiness here which I ma::, there. 

On ·October 21.., 1735, Joh."l and Charles V/ealey aail.ed .tor Georg.la. 

There war.e tw~ty-six Uoravians aboar,d ao tell.on paaaengora. The 

pr.1.naiples of the Holy Club were p:ractiaed even during the w.,age Iv" 

the Wesleys and t1"10 friends, '!'hey aperiencad a aeries ot atonll.l!I in 

transit and John r1eslo7 found himselt' afraid ot death and aal.aimed., 

"How is it that thou hast no f'aith?" Hie admiration of the lbmviana 

60,1tchett., .ee,. cit • ., PP• 322 t • 

61.nerr., Sll• cit., PP• 313 r • 
62,1tahett., .SR• ~ • ., P• 96. 
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ll'8W when 'lihoy- remained calm and tearl.oas even 1D the f'aoe or death. 63 

After landing 1n Savannah, leale:, :rmained in close contac'li with 

the ¥orav1ans. He l.eamed to Im.ow them better., and, at the same time, 

he :recognized t.he inadequacies of bis om peraonal faith more and 

more. In his preaching Wesley admonished the manbera ot h1a savannah 

congregatio.'1 t.o change their mrl.dly 'llai1II and to nar leas elaborate 

aloth1ng. There rtera a.bout seven hundred peopl.e under his pastoral. 

ca.re, and the prospect of preaching to the Ind:lana, the purpose tor 

which ho ceme., vzas tar removed t:rom the actual situation. 64 

Weoley had a aucceou.ful min1at17 in Savannah, until :in his zeal 

to f'oster true piety among his members., he :refused to give Jfol3 Cam­

lO.Wlion to a Y'0Wl6 matron in h1o congreptioa. Batore hor marriase, 

aha hat! had designs on the bachelor., Jo!m \feal.ey., but all of her 

ettort;s ware f utile. 'l'ho public :rebukG ot being mq,cill.ed from. the 

Lord' a Supper vra.s too muah .for her, and she axerted ini'luenae through 

her pmminent f'ather to lvlw charges brought against t'i9aley. Thia 

incident mean't the end of Wesl971s ef'l eativenass 1n Savannah and 1n 

December or 1737 he headed back to Ebg]and. 65 

The return voyage was one or soul aearohing tor ~'lealey. He 

spent much time in ministering and witneaaing to his tel.l.an-paaa81189ra, 

63 
Tel.tord., SR.• cit., PP• 74 tt • 

~Dis, • ., PP• •79 tt. 

6Sib1d., PP• f'¥1 ff. 
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bit he fel.t no sense ot seaurJ.ty within h1maelt. He wrltea ot h1a 

Georgia experience• 

It is now t m, years and almost tmr months since I lett. rq 
native country in order to teach the Georeia IndiaDa tho nature 
or Christianity. But what have I leamed or .li\Y881f' in the mean­
time? \~ ( \,ila.t, I least ot all suspected)• that. I, who wnt to 
America. to convert, others., was never 11\YSel.f' converted to Qod. 

In J.ator years, l.ooldng back on this statement, he &lq>laina, nz 

had even t hen the .taitb ot a servant., though not that ot a son. 1166 

In Janua.371738, after his Georg.la experience, ri'esley anai,,aed 

his spi ritual eta.to as tollowss 

I have e. f e.ir summor religion., I aan talk wallJ na,-, and bellen 
m_vself., rrhlle no danger i s near; bu.t let death look mo 1n the 
f ace a.tlcl r.w spirit is tJ'OUbled. Nor can I sa:a- 11To die is gd.n. n 

"I hti.ve a sin of f'ear., that. when I've spun 
~ last thread I ahall per.lab on the shore. n 

I t hink voril3., it the Gospel be truct., I am safeJ tor I not onl3 
have Bi,·1ron and do c1,ve all my goods to teod the poor; I not oni, 
a1,ve r;v bod,Y to ba bu.mod., dromed., or whatever Goel shall appoint 
1"01· me: but I tollcn, o.rtor charity (thouah not as I ought, 1&t aa 
I can)., 1f ha.ply I mev attain it. I not7 believe the Gospel 1s 
t:rue. 11I show rq ta.1th by fffT woika0 , by staking 1117 all upon it. 
I '\"IOuld do so again and again a. thousand times, 1£ the choice 
were st ill to make. \ihoaver aeea ms, seea I nould be a Christian. 
'l'herero;-e 11are my ~s not lilce other men I a wa,-s. 11 There.toro I 
have been., I am. content to bo "a blword, a proverb or repl'Qach. n 
But in a storm I think, 1'WHAT IF THZ GOSPEL BE HOT TiUJE?n67 

On his retum .to England -r:esley noticed the c:r.ving need of a 

revival 1n his native land. He declares, 

I have read pray-era, and explained the Second Lesson, to a. fmr 
ot those \"Tho v,ere oalled Christiana, tut wero indeed, more savage 

66 le!4-• P• 92 t. 
67F1tohett, .21!.• a.\•, PP• 112 £ • 
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:ln their behavior than the wUdeat Indiana I haw J'9t mst with. 68 

\iesl.ey was thankful f'or one result of his Oeol'lfia aper1ence. He 

had lea.med G3rman, Spanish., and Itol 1an, and now was able to read the 

Wries of n1103¥ menu in these J.aasuasea. Through bia aontaot t11th the 

1Jomvians, f;esJ.e:, u1at. Peter Boabler when he arrived 1n England., ha.v:lng 

been ordained by Count Zinzcmclort tor work 1n Caro.J.ina. Thia triend­

ahip with Boehl-er convinced \':esle7 that he himself did not have the 

proper faith., and he i'elt that he should discontinue all preaa~. 

Boehler :l.nsiated that t'1esl.ey- should continue., and 1'lhen :fesl.e,y a.eked, 

"ffiJat sheJ.l I p rea ch'/ " 'l'be reply was, npreach taith till. you have it., 

and t hen 'because you ha.vo it you will. preach faith. 1169 

\'1eoley bocamo convinced from his atucw ot the Groek testament 

that Boehler' s v18\1B \tare Soriptun.l. He naa a.ma.zed to discover 'I.hat 

moat or the 0011veroions spoken of 1n the book of' Acts were instant­

aneous. He had bocm fonnarly opposed. to azr, tltoU.ght of instantaneous 

conversion. Ilow \7esle7 even want so tar u to sq that a parson lllUBt 

know the hour or his conversion. Soon Petor Boehlar left his tm, 
' 

friends., John and Charles rtesle~ to begin bis T10rk 1n Ca.:rol:l.na~ The 
... 

i'iesloys had nothing but praise £or Boohler and uere Bl'Qto.lul t hat mi 

bad set them to seak a living faith. 70 It m.a been argued 1iil1,-t 

Boehlttr did not teach \gesley justification by taith, but instead 

68..re1tord, z. cit • ., P• 94. 
69Ibid., PP• 95 tt • 

?O~., PP• 98 t. 



31 

showed him the place of love 1n Ohrlstian aperlence. After Boehler 

lett tor Amer.lea ha wrote t7aalq 

• •• taste and then soo, hem e.xaeedingl.y the Son ot God baa 
loved yea and love s you atill; and that so you mo.y continll&ll.7 
trust ~ ritident:1¥ in Hirn and £eel 11111 lite in you and 1n ;,our 
1'1.esh.·1.J. 

Shortly a.f'tor ?ete1• .Doohlor• s depart.'IU'G, Charles :~e:il.ey sent 

word to his brother t hat ho had towid pe.."LCa for his soul. 'i'hen on 

the evening ot lla,,v 24, 1738 John :ersl.e7 reluctantly attended a meeting 

of tho l:to:ravinn Society on Aldengata Street 1n London Yiharo he heard 

Luther' s preface of the epistle to i;he Romans being read. Here it 

\7aa t ha.t. the event. occured ,1h1ch changed ~iosle71 a enUre lite, and 

also t he lives of his tollor,ers. It can beat. be descr.lbod in the 

ffllll-knovm v,ords or • esl ey tw.iaelt: 

, bout a quarte r befo re nino, while he ,1as dsscribJ.ns the change 
which God m>rka through faith in Cbrlst, I f'olt. mv heart; atmngeq 
\1armed. I f'elt I did trast i.11 Christ, Christ alone, tor salvation; 
and. an assurance nas t."1 ven mo that he had taken wrq E aina, even 
.!!Wl!, and savod !!!! iro:n the law ot sin and death. 

Immediato]¥ tollorrlng t his sansg,tion .. ,ealey began to P:m.T ar.d t.estity' . 
publicly- to \lh..<\t h&ci taken pl.nee. 12 

Shorlil,Y a:rte1• this Alderagate experience., \7ealey- traveled to the 

Moravian he:ldquarters or Hormhut on the borders or Bohf.!l!WI. '.l'he 

puzpoae of this joume7 to the continent was to gain usurence of 

his ner,..round .faith. 'l'h1~ trip aervod to otrengthen him in the con­

viction that he had tound the tl'IIB faith. He aprosaed the wish 

'lli.e., .22• cit • ., PP• 84 t. 

12..reltord, .91!.• cit., PP• 100 t. 
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that ha m:l.6ht remnin 1n this !.fo:rav1Bn colllDW'Lit.y, bu.t was ckrtermined 

to retum t.o E:ngland to share his .tindinga with hie awn i)&Ople. ?3 

It WBB through the r.mrav.lana that m,aley was led to his experience 

of juatifyL"lg f'aitb. Later., however., he condemned ~ ot the t.eneta 

of the oraviano. 'l'llo ?.:o:mviana ta\lBht that nchrJ.st haa dane all 

which is necessary for tho salvation oi' all IaWtldnd. n i'IeBle., oppoaod 

this as boing ambiguous a~ that Christ has not done :1ll vldch is 

naceso,1~7 tor the •tabsolute salvation., 11 but only' ror the "canclitional 

salvation" or all. manldnd. Wealey t.~ that man must bellevo 3l'ld 

have the .faith l0,h1ch r:orkc,th by love or he Nill be damned. 74 

The i£oravians also stated that Christ has wholl.,y aboll.ahed the 

I.1.w. • esley s &.i d that thie t'las utterl,y tBlae and that our libert.7 

as Ch1'istians is liberty to oboy God. ?S i7esle7 broke with the l!om­

vians, pr.i.r11aril.y., bacauso or these int1.namian teachin&a■ 76 In his 

atmBaJ.e with Antinomionism ·rresle7 noceaear.lly' 'ffllB driven t.o place 

much emphasis on the doctrine ot aanctiticat1on.77 

On aanctiticat:i.on tho Moraviana tausht,, 

:re a.re s.:mctitied uholl.y the maunt t10 are justified, and are 

73 lBIJi. , PP• 108 tE • 

74John WesJ.ey., Cbr.lstian Per£eation .Y. Tff?tght mt .!l2lll .;esJ,ex, 
PP• lZ1 t. 

7511!li· 
76F1tobett. 22• cit • ., P• 320. 

ffLind&troan. .22• ~-, p. 100. 
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neither moro nor J.ess ho.13 to the do,y ot our dea.thJ an.tire 
sanctification cod entira ju&t11'1aation being in one and the 
same inai..."-Lnt. · 

rtaaley claimed that God• s t'Iord and experience pzoved the oontrar., 

to be true. Thsra were other points ot issue between \feale,y and the 

Uomvians., 1:.ut this evidence suttices to inc11cata why Wesley did not 

continue his association aith t.ha:a.78 

78 
John '/Jealey., Ohr.l.stian Perfection y_ Taul!ht .m: .!le!m, \laalez, 

PP• 127 f. 



CHAPTER III 

OOMCS'T 01 SA?iCTIP'IOA'l'IOR 

OrJ.ginal Sin 

There ttere other doctr.l.nes which must be br.lef'l.7 sat .torth 

1n order better to understL\nd ltesleyca concept ot aancti1'1cat1on. 

Since rlesley coroposecl no systematic treatment ot various doatr.lnea, 

then, are often manv :Inconsistencies in the W3iY ha presented these 

teachings on diti"erent occasions. An examination ot three of these 

teachings will indicate the role they- J>la3od in his development. ot 

the doctrine of smictitication. \7esle;y1 a Arm1nianiam bacomea evident 

1n h1a doatr:i.na or 01~lnal. ai11., tree wlll, and pr1>-vanient grace.1 

Wesley taught clearly t.he conupt state ot natural man. Hat.ural 

man is dead to C-od. 2 Uorrever., Wesl.ey denied t.he damnablenoss ot oon­

oupiacence. 3 In a sermon entitled "Original. Sin" 11ealay taushf. that 

by nature JDllll has no lmouledge ot God. All men are atheists by nature. 

?.fen are empt7 o:r all good and £ill.Gd with all manner 0£ evil. Human 

natUl'8 sutfero entire depra.vation. The entire puipose of rel.:laion 1a 

~derick E. ~r, lb! ua11f9:.' ~ Rt Amer.lea (st. Lollia1 
Concordia Publishing House, c.1954 • P• ~ 

2nara1d Linclatman, l!!!!!.Y; g Sanctitioation (stockbolm: Nya 
Bok:toerl.aga Arkt;ebolaget.--1946), P• m. 

3F:reder1clc E. Ma.,vur, 11.Qrtire SUot:lt'ioation," Cgnco:,t1 ft ll!!2-
J,c,g1cal. ?.fonthl.y III (June 19.32), 42,1.. 



,, 
to raise man fl'0111 entire depravation to entire aanotitioation. 4_ 

\'lesley {.JOes on to coW1teract t.hese e.ttects ot orig:1nal sin b,r 

i;Qaah1ng t hat orig:l.nl\l oin doea not datel'l!d.ne num1a tJnal c1est,1n7, 

tor no one i s etemulq damned unloss ha chooses to be. 'l'1e imputed 

auilt or ori51na]. sin 111ems te:ipoml and spiritual death., bu.t does 

not involve etamal. death unless the pl"0!ilptin!,"8 of or:l.g1nal Din are 

tolla.1ed. The person suffering etemal dmrmatio.'"l ha.a no one to blame 

bit h:lmaeli'. 5 

The m.'l1lller in \'1i11ch this view or or1g1nal sin play's :lllto the 

dootrina o sanct.iticution is clear ,,hen Wesley proposes that the 

1..~ erfections ,•,b ic:h remain even in the 1'partected11 man are we to 

Aclam' s 1·tu..1.. They ara as natural. to the believer as breathing. This 

ID82J1S that such a peraon cannot o.otuaJ.ly f'ul.:till the l.n\,, but, he oan 

be oonsidered as tul.till1.,ig it baoawse bis detec:ts are not di.le to 

uant. or love., but to want or kno-iiledge which stems .tz,:,m the t&ll. ot 

Adam. 6 

Pre-wnient Grace 

Ac.~in i'lesley counterects the total depravation of man by tAaching 

a doctrine 0£ pr&-venient «race. Tliera is no eucll thing as tha total-

4John \,esley, Semmae 9s, Saygal. Ooaasiona. autho:rised by 1'1eal91'811 
Conte1"8nce, 1914 (London: J. t.Ured Sharp, n.d. )., PP• 534 tt. 

'undatroem., .22.• .el•• P• ,,. 

6Ib1d • ., PP• 146 f • 
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J..v dead no.tu1u man sucb as Wesley descrJ.bee in b1a 

a1n., bec:Luse .• esl el" t aileht that God gives to all men a p~erit 

grnce~ t ru.t is., a gre.cc t h&t c0:1Jes bef ore and apart trcm the means 

of gra.ne . ~an can either coopem-ta with or oppose God's gmce due 

to thia 1:,re-,reni ent grace g.tven. to u.U mer. in varying amounta. Tb1a 

makes i t possi b.1-e t or all ~ --11 to seek God. 7 

Tllis allot7ed t es l ey to teach the freedom ot the lunan mll.. lt 

1a this Which g.tves num the ability- to 82¥ 11.!Jo" to C',od., mt it also 

givoa man t he aililit.y to SDJ" "Yes . 11 ~'Tosle.y held that without such 

e. free vlil.l., t here could ba no goodness among man. He tailed to 

dist1ra8ld sh bet'l.vci~n t he civic :reLUm. and the spirltual rc.:u.m. 8 

Here, 0.$<1,in., ;1esl ey !"ol.J.aded t he laws ot ~"1 N ason wbioh led 

lwn to a belief i.'l a. possi bility 0£ universa.l aalvntion for all man, 

even vrlthout, the Gospel.. ffe tauaht tha.t men ff1ll bo judged according 

to their actionr. on tho 113.sis or the llaht. ilh1ch they possess. 9 There­

to:re~ 11fJo man sins becm.\oe he ha.a not grace., but bacause he does not 

use the grace which he he.th. ,:10 

Justitication 

7 !e,M • ., P• 46. 
8t1. H. Fitchett, ;7ealg,y !llC! J:!H Cantun; (Mer, Yorks Ba.tall and 

Uaina., 1908), p. 424. 
911ailrer, !b2 l?eli:d.Olls Bodies S: America., P• 298. 
10John ·1eBl.e;r., :-i:,slonga1 S2£ a Cqme.\,ete sr,tam gt i~al.eYap 

'1'baoJ.ogy (lfa11 Yorks Te llaaon and G. Lane, 1840J, P• 213. 



37 

WeBl.e,y taugilt i;ha.t aanctiticatian bo&ins tba ii10l!18Dt a po:rson is 

.1uat.if'iee. Justification is thct "ner, b1rt;h11 and t.ha gatewa.,y to the 

whole procees of' aanctifica.t.ion. Eq,ual. streos ahoulcl ba placed on 

tba doctrine of tull., t'N3., pn,sent just.iricat:1.on anti the entire 

aanctificati011. 0£ hearr. a.ud lU'e. ll At another tir.:18., poao1bly when 

the doctrir10 of ,smctitication vra.s b3ina .r.d.sun:derstood., :!esley changed 

hie su mes tion .nd t he t ethodiot praachers r.ere encouraued to speak 

pr'..r.:a.;.•ily ab:>ut tho atato or justi.fic3t.ion., but a.loo., less rrequen~., 

in elea.r worda t,o pr-,;1aeh about entire sanctii'ication.12 

lh ~ seiMon 011 n 1.i'lsoa Grace" \1eel.ey- insists upon the 1•ree 6'T8.c~ 

of' God in ::tal.vo:tion. 11Tl1e amce or love of God., uhe."lce cometh our 

aalvation., :J.s t r,.ae 11'1 all and i'roe for all. 11 It is frae tor aan., not 

depenc:lin..., o.i e.ny merit or po\t1Gr Tiithin lrlnl. He strongly objects to 

those \'lho oppose universal grace., shorring tlMJ.t i£ el.action to damnation 

were tr.zo., then all preaching ia :In vail:l. Such a teaching wotr.ld do 

mra.v ir.i.th all. com.fort., assurance., and good ,1orks. It so!ile men a.re 

lost.., it i s because they Njected the ,vill or cod.13 

Praviousl,:, it uas mantiaued t;bat · iesley once equatod just.Uication 

and n~1 birth. tio\WNer., in hio oonnon., 11New Birbh., 11 ho m."Lkes a dis-

t1nction betwaen these toms. 

ll.John ~,oaley., Christ. 
oompUed ~ Rev. J. A. l7ood 
c.1921), P• 37■ 

12!2li■ • P• 162. 

He 8:Jl'S that these are, properly speak-

13John ii<ilsle;y., Praot1oal Samona (London: Lei~ht on and Uurp•• 
Printers~ n.d. )., PP• 288 tt. 


