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CHAPTER I
THE SCOPE, METHOD, AND PURPOSE OF THIS STUDY

Lt is in the wake of the proceedings of the Evanston
Aggeunbly of the “orld Council of Churchea, and the re-exam=
ination of the Christlan Hope in nearly svery denomination
of Uhristendom that this vaper has heen prepared. If it
can truly be zald fhat the actual living doctrine of =a
church iz not properly that contained in its books only,
but rather =2lso that proclalmed from its pulvlits and in the
worshlp of its people, then this paper has value. It 1s
the writer's bellef that this study will suggest more near-
ly than sny other study to date the zctual sschatolcgical
awareness of the "peonle in the pews" of The Lutheran
Church~-Missourl Synod, as well as some of the major fac-
tore that have influenced their Christian Hope.

The second chapter of this paper wlll contain an at-
teuwpt to show the teachings and stresses in eschatoclogical
natters as presented in the hymns of The Lutheran gzgggl,l
Aslde from opresenting the eschatological stress in the
hymnal as a whole, it will present alao the varying stresses
of the variousg perlods of the history of the churchh along

lmne rutheran H (3t. Louls, Miseouri: OConcordla
Publishing Youse, 1941).
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with any trends that thease findings seem to suggest. The
chlef sources for this chaptsr will be The Luthersn Hymnal,
2nd The Handboolk %o the Luthersn meng;.z Regarding the
accuragy and comorehensiveness of this chapter, 1t might be
mentioned that where the term "of significance” or "sig-
nificant mentlion® is made, this refers simply to references
found and recorded by the writer., He believes his work to
be reasonably accurate and comprehensive. Any possible in-
accuracies are spft %o be uniform and unlikely tc influence
%o any large extent the findings of this study. The loca-
tion of sach specific referencs in this chapter is not
noted. Since there are upwards of 850 such refersnces they
might coniribute unduly to the bulk of this paper. liost of
thenr would be of little use to the reader, since the great
majority of them concern only common eachatologicel refer-
ences. Wherever an unusuzl phraseology or apecially signifl-
cant eachatological reference 1s made, 1ts source is duly
noted. The final portions of this chapter wlll bes devoted
to a more comﬁlets treatment of the rarer teachings, sig-
nificant deletions, and =istranslations which do not in each
case have a direct bearing cn general trends of emphasis.

The third chapter of this study will be s similar treat-

ment of eschetologlcal elements in the sermons of The Con-

2y, G. Polack, The Hendbook to the Lutheran H
(St. Louls, Missouri: Concordlas Publishing House, 1942).
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gordls Pulolf, for the years 1931, 1932, 1942, 1943, 1954,
and 1955. (The volume for each year was printed in the
previous year.) The Congcordia Pulpit for the years 1931 snd
1932 were chosen because they are among the sarllest pub-
licationz of the series and because they might well typify
the Christian Hope as exoressed in a dcpression periloed. The
volumes for the years 1942 and 1943 were chosen because they
mark the mid-point between the earliest period and todey and
begause it was between the publication of these two volumes
that ‘orld Var I begen. A etudy of these may show the in-
fluence of war upon eschatologlcal stress and teaching, The
voiumes for 1954 and 1955 were chosen because there will be
found in thesze a2 presentation of our most modern preaching,
Only such sermons wers analyzed in these volumes as werse
speclfied for commonly observed days in the liturgiczl year
of The Lutheran Church--figsourl Synod, e.g., Sunday morn-
ings, Lenten and Advent vespers, the major feativals, etc.
In this chapter each reference 1g duly noted as to its lo-
cation.

The final chapter will be a comparison of what is found
in the hymns with vhat is found in the sermona. It will be
an attempt %o mngwer qusstions such as the fellowing:

1. To what extent and in what areas doces eachatologlcal
stress and teaching differ as comparigon is made batiween the

hymng end the sermons? Vhat are the nrobable reascns for

this differencs?
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2. How well do elther or both express the Christian
Hope?

3. To what extent may the hymns and germons be used as
& corrsctive to each other in sachatologlecarl mattera?

L, In what areas ere both the hymns and the sermons
strong?

5. In what areas do they show mutunl weaknesa?®

6. On the bzals of this study, what possible suggestions

might be made to futurs writers of hymuns and sermons?

7. How well are eschatologlcal natters kept withln the

avarensss of nmembers of The Lutheran Church--¥izssouri Synod? |




CEA¥TER II
E3CHATOLOGY IN THE HYHNS OF THE LUTHERAN HYMNAL
A. Overall ¥schatcloglcal S%ress

Of the 650 hymne in The Lutheran Exmggl, LEh, or ap-
proximately 73.5 ner cent contain specific eschatological
reference, Hence it can with reasonable certeinty be stated
that since nearly three out of four hymns contsin such re-
ference, the hymnbook is rather strong in its emphasis upon

eschatologlical matters.
3. lschatologlcal Stress By Perlods

« 9 out of 10, or 905
. 15 out of 18, or 83%
. 22 out of 25, or 88%
. 48 out of 66, or 73%
119 out of 1&@, or B0
105 cut of 153, or 693
136 out of 203, or 67
. 26 out of 32, or 81%

Frior to 500 A.D. .
500 e 1000 A D.
100C to 1500 A.D.
1500 to 1600 4.0,
1600 ¢c 1700 A.D.
1700 to 1800 4.0,
1800 to 1875 A.D,

€75 to dnte . .

While the above shows no definite trend in any direc-

tion it meems to indicate signiflocant fluctuation. The dif-
Terence betwsen the highest and the lowest in stress 1s
twenty-three per cent, Of some significance is the pre-
Reformation period which 1s significantly high conslstently,
the highest being the earllest period, where wartyrdoms wers
well remembered. The lowest »erilod, 1800 to 1875, follows

upon a perlod of classiclsu,

I
-———J
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C. Uanth in the Various Pesriods

Sefore 500 A.D. In the ten hymns of thls period, death
18 twlece given significant reference. It 1s onece referred
to as being "led captive" (95)) and richly implied through-
out the hymn concerning the slaughter of the innocent (273).
Though the sampling is rather small in this period, it mey
be egald in accord with the nature of these two references
that thers was 2 1live swareness to the conecspt of death as
being integrslly related to the Christian Hope.

500 to 1000 A.D, In the eighteen hymns of this perlod,
denth recsives significant mention five tlmes as follows:

3 - As having heen overcome, led captlve, unable to

held

1l - As a trenzition to life

1l - In a petition to be kept from sleeping in death

(555). (This is the only place in The Lutheran
Hymnal where a person prays not to die physical
death. FHere death is referred fto as a triwmh of
the Devil.)

1000 to 1500 A.D. In the twenty-five hymns. of thls
veriod significant reference to death 1ls made six tlues as
follows:

2 - In the context of hope for the resurrection

2 = In petition for help at the time of dsath

1l - In the context of victory

1 = As leaving this world 1in gladness

Of chief significance in this period 1z the apperent

lrnat As, fiynn Number 95 in The Lutheran Hymnal (8t.
Louis, Missouri: Concordia Publishing House, 1941).




comvlete lack of any reference to death as being fearful or

to be drsaded as well as the positive hope.

1500

period, death 1s given significant refersnce twenty-four

timeeg ms follows:

10
9

-~

<
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o 1600 A.D. In the sixty-sixz hymns of this

A having comfort, vietory, harmlessness, etc.

in netition for help in the time of death

Yiith an admonition %o prepare for it

As o time of great temptation and assault by
Satan (319)

In petition for protection from "sudden and evil®
death (598). (This seems to refer to death in a
time of unrepented and unforgiven sin.)

In this group there seems to be an upsurge of thes more

fearful =spscts of death, as death ssems to be viewed very

exlatentially.

1600 to 1700 A.,D. OFf the 148 hymns of this period,
death is given significant mention thirty-five times as fol-
lowa:

19 - As destroyed or triumphed over, efc.

5 = In netition for removal of fear, neaceful death,
help, etc.

3 = &8 a dark vsle, a dresry night, agony, etc.

2 = As willlingly undergone

1 - Az unbanishable by esrthly means

1 - As & chastening (217) (This ies the only such re-
ference in The Lutheran Hymnsl.)

1 - As the end of 1ife'=s storms

1 - Tc the goal of taking life seriously

1 - The Ruchariet prepares one for death (3135) (Verse
10: "This feast is life in death's dark hour”)

1l - As no darker a room than Jesus passed thirough

1700 to 1800 A.D., Of the 153 hymns in thls »eriod,

death 1s given algnificant mention sixteen times as followa:

Lk - As having no sting, triumphed over, etc.
3 - As a gloomy vale, containing horrors, etc.
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In connection with a vetition for help through death
The death of one's friends should not troubles him

It is the end of the earthly miasion

It 1z a joyful experience

The holy name of Jesus refreshes the soul in death
It is a bresking of the earthly fellowship

O
NN

In this period there is clearly a very great drop from

-the praviousz psriod in frequency of reference. Reference in

this perlod gsemas slso to be more didectic and less existen-

tial.
1800 %o 1875 A.D. Of the 203 hymns of this psriod,

death is given eignificant mention thirty-five times as fol-

lows:
11l - %2 having no eting, triumvhed over, etc.

Y - Az sosgisted by falth, Christ, ete.

5 = In connectlion with a willingness to depart; death
is sweet, etec.

3 = Az s tremulous mseting with the foe's strongest
cgsaults

3 = In petition for help through death

2 = The terrors and lmmlinence of death used as reason
for conversion

1l = Severs earthly brotherhood

1 - Does not sever the union of brothers in Christ

1879 %o dats. Of the thirty-two hymns in this grouping
death appears significantly three times as follows:

1 - In context of hopes bsyond the grave

1l - God will wipe the mourner's tears

1 - Petlition to be taken to Cod at death

In this grouping the trend is carrisd further. There
is less than & ten per cent reference to death, and none of
these seems to be one of actually facling dsath.

Summary. Generally, death is not mentlioned as & very

~ fearful thing in any of the perlieds. YWhile in most cases

. |
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death iz thue plectured as a triumphal, safe, or at times
even heppy thing, there are navertheless strongly present
the mention of death containing terrors. Often, however,
where death 1s thus mentloned it is ususlly coupled with =
vetition for help.

The sampling of the firat fifteen centuries is too
small to make a very significant statement concernlng them,
apart from those made in the body of the presentation. The
sixteenth century gives death by far the strongsst emphagis
of all. Here also there ars tﬁe most petitlonary nrayers
in regard to 1%, more description of its terrors, = nore
dynanic facing of it, and it appears generally to be a uore
consclous thing. This ia very likely due to the acute aware-
negs of the imminence of death in the period of the Reforma-
tion, =as most of the hymns of this period are written by
theologisns closely connectsd with the Reformation. On the
cther hend, the seventesnth century seems most strongly to
stress the triumphal aspect of death, perhaps in resactlion
(2 mild oné, however), to the death-minded hymns of the six-
teenth century. The eighteenth century is clearly by com-
parigon with all previous periods most lean in 1ts frequsncy
of mention of death. It furthermore has no particular poln%
of stress, and tah&s to teke a morse did=ctic 2pproach con-
cerning it. The nineteenth century, similarl& lean in 1i%s
frequency of death-mention, however returns slightly once

-

nors to the petitionary as well as the terror aspect of
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denth. The finel period 1s nearly devoid of refersnce to
death, and vhere such reference 1z made 1t 15 in each caae
very casual, and in no oase betrays a very realistic faclng
~of death.

Clearly the very dangerous trend throughcut the various
periods 1s st once both tovward the de-emvhasls of death it-
self, and toward speaking about it in a dildactic or philo-.
gophleal, rather than existential way.

U, Judgment in the Various Perlods

Sefore 500 A.D. In this period no specific mentlion is
made. Thls is not likely of great significance, however,
slnce the sampling ie so asmall, with only ten hymns.

500 %o 1000 A.B. Of the eighteen hymnes in this group-
ing, significant reference to the judgment 1s made five times
88 followa:

2 -« A a fond hope

2 =« Ag fearful or dreadful, yet with hope for the

Chrlstian

1 - 45 connected with the Tucharist (307) (Further

treatment will bs given this later in the chapter.)

Of greatest significance in this grouoing is the very
heavy stress generally upon the Judgment.

1000 to 1500 A.D. Of the twenty-Tive hymns of thls
perlod, signifiocant mention is made of the Judgmsnt ten
times a8 lollows:

2 = A day of wrath and mourning

2 - A petition to Geod to spare in that day
2 - Ugsed to ths goel of repentance and correct living
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2 -« A day Tor which the Faltnful may have hope

1 -« A day that stops the evil and confirms the right

1 - Heaven and earth shall p=ass away

Significant here is the even greater emphasls upon the
final judgment, analita vary heavy stress uoon the terrors
and seriousness of 1t.

1500 %o 1600 A.B. Of the forty-eight hyuns of this
vericd, sixteen significant references to the judgment ars
made aa Tfollows:

A Tond hope or exhortation to Jesus to come

A netition to “od to save in that day

lUised to the goal of besing prepared

An evll day, 2ll laughter csases, no earthly helpn |
The proud are abased and the good elsvated

averyone will be changed
The book will bs opened

0S8 N wWn
LI T A A |

E.:
U]

streas here continues to be very strong. The ter- ' ?
rors of tha day and the existential facing of 1t seem %o ;
maintain thelr stress nearly as strongly as in the previous
period. '

1600 %o 1700 A.D. Out of the 148 hymns of this period,
slxteen give significant reference to the Juidgment as fol=
lows:

Hopeful potition that Jesus return
Ag a terrifylng day

An objeet of hope

As belng near

As revealing Christ's glory

It will reveal what we expect

The sun, moon and stars anall vanish
The soul and body shall be reunited
It will be the end of time

B e 0 B
I O T T I |

Very noticeable and significant in this period 1is the
very suddsn de-emphasis of the doctrine of the final
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Judgment. There is less than one-third the rréqusnoy of
mentlon 8% in the pravious period. Also noticeable in this
beriod is the lack of a centrnl atress in the use of the
dootrine of the Jjudgment. It seems to be used in a rich
veriety of weys, and gives the opinion that 1t 1g being
speculated upon rather than really faced by the writers of
thls period,

1800 to 1875 A.D. Of the 203 hymns of this period,
nineteen significant mentions of the Jjudgment are made as
follows:

i

3

i% 1s an object of hope, or Joy

It iz a motive for work and/or readinses

The heavens and the earth shall pass away

Zinners face the wrath of fod at the Jjudgment

The tombs break open

Jesus comes with power

A petition to be found ready -

?11 ?f the forgotten scenes of 1llfe will be revived
a1

The continued de-emphasis is readlly discernible as

(NPRFN R

well as the very obvious lack of the terror aspect, or the
petiticnary context of reference. Here arises more emphasls
upon ite use as a motive for proper living also. The trend
continues toward = more casual and mildly hopeful view of
the finsl Judgment.

1875 %o date. Out of the thirty-two hymns of this
period, four significant references ares made to the Jjudgment
as follows:

2 - As a motive for work, or migsions

l - To the goal of trusting Carist's merit
1l - Heaven and earth shall pass sway
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Here again the emphasis ig very light, with no refer-
ence mads in the context of terror, and three out of four
uges to 2 goal for this life.

Summany. Of greatest signiflcance in these nerlods are
two najor trends. The first of theses 1s no trend svey from a
concept cf tha judgment as being very strongly a thing of
terror to baing one of hope. The second 1z the Very obvious
trend away Trom facing 1t existentislly ss being irmminent,
and rather phillosophizing and speculating upon the details
of 1t. Thers seemns in addition to theze an ever-increasing
uge of the final Judgment as a2 goal for this 1life. All of
these ars threaded unon the mozt observable trend, namely
that of general de-smphasis from the Reformation to the
present.

In the three sarliest periods, which ars prior to the
Reformation, the focus seems relatively strong unon the
Juigment ag a day of wrath and fear, for which even the
Christisn muet pray for help., Throughout this period the
Btress is strong. In the sizteenth century the stress re-
mains very strong and continues the fear aspsct as well as a
very realistic facing of the Judgment. This 1s likely very
largely due to the spirit of the age of the Reformatlon,
vhere each major doctrinal disputant and especlally Martin
Luther himself, in disputetions plsaded to the finsl judg-
ment as finally declaring their cases to be correct. The

seventeenth century hymn writers nut less than one~-third of
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the streas present in the sixteenth century upon the finel
Judgment, and when they do refer to i1t, they seem to do so
in a more casual, didactic or philosophical way than do thelr
pPredecessors. Thils seme trend is carried through the
elghteenth century as thsre nrises more notliceably also the
tendency to "usze" the Judgment to an "this-worldly"' goal.
The nineteenth and twentieth centuries seem to complete the
trend of de-emphasie, lsck of terror-context, lncrease pro-
portlonately of the hope aspects, and use for 2 thls world-

1y go=1.
Fe Hody =and Soul in the Various Periods

Eefore 500 A.D. lo gignificant mention 1s mede., It

seem significantly absent, especilally in the context of the
very scant reference in the two succeedilng verlods.

500 %o 1000 A.B. OFf the elghteen hymns of thils period
only one significant reference is made. This 1s = very
unusually mystlczl sort of reference. The flesh 1s here
spoken of ne = burden to the soul (559).

1000 %o 1500 A.D. Out of the twenty-five hymns sig-
nificent mention is made only twice. Both of these ars in-
slstences upon the physical resurrection. No mention 1s
made of the relationship of the soul to the body, nor 1is
any allusion. made to the state of the soul after death.

1500 to 1600 A.D. Out of sixty-six hymns, significant

mention 1s made Tourteen times. These mentions can be
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divided into four major grounings, as will be done in treat-
uent of the remaining periods and their treatment of death.

1. The awakening of the flesh, the sleepning of the
berscn, the resurrsctlion of the bhody: In this category there
are 1ln thlas period seven significant references.

2. Posplble implications of tﬁe soul =lone existing
eternally: There are no such references in thils period.

3. The soul precedes the body to heaven at death and
1l reunlited with it at the Pfin=l judgnent: There are four
guch references:

2 - Soul vrecedes body to heaven

1 - The thief in paradiase "before tomorrow!

1~ ;:itioul #oses to Abraham'e bosom, the body to the

b, Unly the soul given aignificant mention.

2 - The soul receives a reward, meets the patriarchs,
gets 2 crown

2ignificant is the continuing lack of focus uson the
state of the soul after death as being the Christian hope,
though in one-hslf of the instances 1t becomes part of 1%,
and in two such direct focus 1is given,

1600 fo 1700 A.D. In the 148 hymns of this pariod sig-
nificant mention is made twenty-tuo times as followal

1. (The awakening of the flesh, the sleening of the
person, the resurrection of the body)

£ -« Awake from death or.slumber _

1 - Christ's glory hid from us untll the Judgment
(If token literally this would imply thet the
soul does not ses Christ.)

1 - At the resurrection the esaints are Tinally
together (This could imply that they are not
together previously.) -




2.

3.

b,
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figfs%ble inference that the soul livea slone eter-
nally

2 - Boul to the Father!s sbode, soul atands eter-

nally before God (601)

The soul nrscedes the body to heaven and 1s reunited
with 1t on the final day (three affirm this)
The soul mentloned with no bodily reference

L = The sasinte are now in heaven

Z = The soul goes to heaven at dsath

The stresses and teachings of this nerlod correspond

rather closely to thosa of the »revious period, slthough

the atrese is somewhat leaner.

1700 %o 1800 A.D. Of the 153 hymns of this period,

aignificant mention 1s made twenty-esight times.

1.

Ze

3.

(as 1. above)
%4 - Hesurrection of the body
1 - Frisnds are not seen until the Jjudgument

(:’13 e ?-bove)
3 - Soul redeenmad from hell or death
1 - Sovl rejolces fcraver (196) (This seems to
indlcate a resurrection of the soul to live
zzernglly severed from the "fettors" of ths

ay.

- The soul inherits sll things (381) (This
seems t0 nraclude any need or use for the
eegurrection uif' the body.)

1 - The soul sees judgment at death (376) (This
would seem to take any necessary emshasls
Trom the final judgment.)

- svuls are Tixed in an "eternzl state" at
death (113). Eschatological hope throughout
this hymn is focused upon the atate of the
soul after death.

{(az 3. above)

2 = Soul, then body
(as 4. above)
12 - Szaints now above, souls go to heaven =t death,
soul pralses after death, ete.
1l - The saints above partake of grace
1 - Souls above heve nothing to do with the sarth
1 - Saints above and below make one communion

i~

In this period there seems suddenly to arise a rather

significant stress upon the condition of the soul after
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death. Suddenly the state of the aoul after death bscomes
2 more centrally focnl noint of the Chrietian hope.
1800 to 1875 A.D. Of 203 hymns from this period,
thirty-ons significant references are made to the body
and/or soul as Tollowa:

1. (es 1. above)
13 = HKesurrectlion of the body
2 = Bleep 1s undisturbed (587, 588) .(impliss un-
consclious soul)

- The souvl sings while sleepnling

2. above)

- Hieaven 1s a rest for snirits (%)

- The imprigoned soul longs for home (616)

- The soul partzkes of the paschal . feast while
the oody is in the grave (415). (This is
verhaps the wost emphatic scul-exalting re-

Terence of the lot.)
1 - %hen esrthly things are past, bring ransomed
scul at lszet
1l - The rongomed soul is something eternzlly for
God.
3. (as 3. =above)
3 = Body sleeps whlle soul is in heaven, etec.
L., {ns 4., above)
4 - Saints now prey and pralse in heaven
1l - The soul 1a preservsed through death by Jesus
1 - The souls reunlte at death with those gone
befors

0 i~

24 (Ir‘-
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This corresponda rather closely with the laat period,
exeent that there seems %o b2 a resurgence of smphasis upon
the resurrection, although preoccupation upon the state of
the socul after death ia still strongly present. Thers 1is
8lightly less overall emphasis.

1875 to date. Of the thirty-two hymns of this periloed
there are only two significant allgaionaﬂ concerning the
body and/or the soul. One of these speaks of the souls as

coumended. to the Savior's hand to rest in peace eternal (293).
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The other refserence is to the s=ints, of whom it is sald
that they whe are at rest, now praise God.

Summary, The firest three centurlies are nearly devold
of reference in this matter. It 1s rather significant,
howevar, that twve of ths three mentions that do exist in
these periods refer spscifically to the resurrectlon of the
body. The one refsrence to the spirlt 1s a very odd one and
would look ou% of place in any period. In the sixteenth
century ths greatest stress continues to bs placed aslmost
sxclusively upon the resurrection of the body, though the
soul iz not infreguently referred to as being conscious in
the interim, and Joining the body on the last day. The
seventesnth century continues zbout the same in areas of
emphasla, altheugh frequency of mention falls off somewhst.
In the eighteenth century, however, the soul seems suddenly
to come into nrominence and becoms the central noint of
Toous for the Christian hops. %hile the doctrine concerning
the soul would no%t necessarily »nut the rassurrectlon out of
the nicture it would tend to make it sesm unnecessary, and
the stress uvon the soul after death, would tend'to withdraw
attention from this fecet of the Christlan hope. Zince this
is generally referred to as the classic period of Lutheran
orthedoxy, thia stress may be the regult of too much specu-
lating and philosophizing concerning dezth and eternity to
the near exclusion of an sexistentizl facing of death and

eternity so obvious in the esrlier periods of the church's
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hlztory, to the extent that for some of the hymn writers 1t

mlght seem that the bedy le at best a necessary evil and at

woret an unnecessary one. The nineteenth century seems to
begin a trend of reversion to what hzd been prevalent in the
seventeenth century, with, however, less general stress in
eaéh area. In the final period, the whole matter 1s thorough-
ly de-suphagized, with 1ittle thought of eachatologlcal re-
ference to elthsr bedy or soul or both. These findings seem
to indicate = necessity for establishing for people of today

Just where our eachatologlcal hope ought to center.
' Heaven in the Various Periods

gafore 500 A.D. OFf the ten hymns of this veriod, sig-

nificent reference is given to hsaven eleven times as fol-

lows:
5 - A place of praise or adoration
L -~ A fond hope
1l - In petition to be token to heaven
1l - & place where there is no time

Of significance here is the predominsnce of heaven as

& place of praiss, 28 well as a2 total lack of "using" the

~concept of heaven to an sarthly goal.

500 to 1000 A.B. OFf the elighteen hymms in this perlod,
twelve significant references are made as follows:

- A fond hope

- A plagce of praise

~ Christ wlelds the scenter foraver

~ There the Christian possesses an eternal quallty
sought here

A place of rest

in petition

M O\
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Obviously the same general emphases remain, although
the frequency of mention is somewhat less. There seems
thue far to be a nearly complete lack of describing heaven
28 the sort of place where what could be termed selfish
desire 1s satisfied.

1000 %o 1500 A.D, Of the twenty-five hymns of this
period, slgnificant reference is made to heaven twenty-
@even times:

A placs of vralse

A place of glory, deathlessneas, Joy, etc.
#od 1e the portlon of heaven

it is a reason for toil and struggle

it iz the goal of life

It is a place of rest

The objlect of 2 petition

Jesus is the King of heaven
It 1s the place of the beatific vialon

W WW BN
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Here the stress equals once more the stress of the
first veriod. Here is obssrved also a far wider use for ths
concept of heaven. Here for the first time 1t 1s used for
a thile-worldly goal, and is described in such a way that it
might apﬁeal to an unbeliever. [Hevertheless, 1t remalins
above all a place of pralse.

1500 to 1600 A.D. Of the sixty-six hymnas, significant
mentilon is mzade of heaven thirty-four times in thls perilod
a8 Tollowa:

€ -~ A fond hope, longing

6 - A place of pralase

6 - The end of sarth's pllgrimage
= The obJject of a petition
- It is God's work and purpose for us

- Christ or God is the treasure of heaven
- It is a reason for consecration or trust

HNFo»n
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1l - It is = place of rest
1 - It ia not gained by works

The emphasis upon heaven in this perlcd Az less than
one-half that of the previous period, and a few new uses
arise in this period. Its status as the gosl of the earth-
ly plilgrimage seems here to be in the ascendancy, and the
fact that i1t is God's work and purpose for us, obviously a
reformation stress to counter the nearly exclusive "Harsh
Judge" view of God.

1600 %o 1700 A.D. Of the 148 hymns of this period sig-
niflcant reference is glven to heaven 115 times as followa:

L3

Fond hope and longing, etec.

1% « A place of personzl glory, relgn, Joy, power, etc.
12 - The goal of the earthly pilgrimage
1l - The object of netition
11 - A place of pralse
7 = God is the reward
3 = 1% iz an immetus to work
2 = It is related to the sabbath day
2 = Ve have on thig earth a foretaste of heaven
2 - It 12 related to the Tucharist (315) (to be dls-
cussed later in the chapter)
1 - It is the Ohristlian's because baptiem gives 1t

{301) (to be discussed later in this chapter)

The baslic stresses have not extensively changed from
thoge of the previous period, although its use has bsconme
scmevhet oroader, and the new elements introduced in the
last period with the excepticn of heaven beilng TGod's will
for man are further empheosglzed.

1700 to 1800 A.D, Of the 153 hyumns of this period,
nlnety-three slgpirlcant mentions ere given to heaven as

follows: 2
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Atfond hope of -joys, mansions, plemsures, glory,
etc.

A place of praise

Zod is the reward

It is the goal of the earthly pilgrimage

The object of = petition

The Chrlstian reigns and has honor

Reason for fighting, waliting; glves eternal per-
gpective Tor life

Time, change, and/or the universe ceasss (13, 651)
Releted to the Sabbath day

Already tasted here (26)

Tha paschal fesat

I% will surprisc us

Jecrets will be revealed

Heaven deliberately excluded from the focus of
hope (to bz dlscussed later in the chapter)

g
(=]
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The switch from heaven as a place of pralse, pure en-
Joyment of God Himgelf, and purely altrulstic ideas of
heaven seem farther on the decline in this neriod. There
sesms much more speculatlion on what heaven is like and e
much wider use of the concent. Thers ssems to be alsc a
rising use of heaven to this-worldly goals. The ovsrall
etress is scmewhat lese than in the previous period.

1870 %o 1875 A.D. Of the 203 hymns of thlis periled
slgnificant reference is given to heaven 151 tines as fol-
lows:

45 - Reward, joy, Tond hope, etoc.

18 - A place of singing and adoration

15 - To the goal of work, stewardship, fighting, ore-
parednegs, etc.

15 = An object of petition

13 - The true home after life's pilgrimsge

- God Himself 1ls the reward

- A ploee of ress

- The Faschal banquet

- A11 cuestions wlll be answered

- Baints will reign and have gnor¥. (They will even

be pralsed themselves (656).) (This is the only

place where the hymns spesk of the saints in light

as being worthy of eternai nralse.)
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Tasted in this life (396)

Sninte offer themselves eternally to Cod (24)

It is a new creation

It 1e the chureh at rest

The saints are a nriestly band (656). This seens
to be the only nlace which might suggest inter-~
ceasory prayer by the saints., (™

Christ both the Hoast and the Guest

The church calls people to heaven

The place of the beatific vision

Foens dellberately rsmoved from heaven (discussed
later in thls chapter)

HEHNDODW
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The overall stress for this period 1a°slightly highser,
but not significantly so. The trend quite obviously con-
tinues to favor more and more snsculation upon the nature
of heaven, and a vwider use of this concept. It 1s in this
pericd that nearly every sort of mention of heaven is made.

A875 %o dpte. Of the twenty-six hymns of this veriod,
8lgnificant mention 1ls made of hesven twenty-five times as
follows:

& - Fond hope, vlace of Joy, etc.

The objeect of =z petition

To the goal of missilcns, good works, ete.

& nlace of pralse

Connseted with the Bucharist (308, 312) (to bs dis-
cussed later in this chapter)

The Joys that awalt us are unknown 3

"ha church in heaven is communed within the ; -
ris? (634) (to bs dlscussed later in this chap-
ter

- A ploce of service
- (fod is our portion

HE NN
i
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The trend away from n theocentric view of heaven is
hers carried slightly farther. ¥Yhile there are only three
such references there seems to begin in this perlod z re-
awzkening to ths eschatological significance of the Eucha-
rist. The overall stress of this period otherwise, while




2
belng slightly heavier, is nearly the same as in the previous
perlod,
Summary, In the first periocd the stress upon heaven
le very heavy. "The greatest emphasis.hare 1s upon heaven
as 2 place of pralse. This would seem to indicate that the
most primitive church achieved its highest and finest ox-
pverience of God in worship and adoration. The fond hope of

thls neriod, which with the concept of praise almost en-

tirely domlnates is zlmost without excention the fond hope
Tor this place of uvralse and adoration of God. The follow-
ing neriod iz very nesrly the same. The third period seems
also to be primerily in the same general scheme, with pralse
and adorztion Tiret and agein in the same spirit "God as
portion” in third nlace. A large measure of consistency and
uniformity is thus found in the first fifteen centuries of
the church's hisfory on this matter. In the sixtesnth
cenfury these elementz remaln almost centrel, but thare is
now added in significant fregquency the ldea that heaven lsa
God's will and purpose for men (perhsps in antithesls to the
Roman abuse) @e well as heaven as the goal of the sarthly
pllgrimage, end a greater stress upon heaven as an object

of petition. To thie point there seems very little use of
the concept of heaven to the goal of earthly toil, good
works and the 1ike., This spirit changes rather abruptly in
the seventsenth century, where heaven becones more a place

of joy, pnleasures, and pover and glory, described almost as
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the sort of place that might eppeal to the unregensrate. In
line with ¢his it now becomsa rather extensively used to the
goel of responsible living here in the world. In the eight-
eanth century the concept of heaven 28 a place of praise, or
a8 being completely theocentric wanee further with a2 general
de-emohasis on heaven itself. Here the various joys of
heaven ars mors comnletely described and extensively used.
There remains no great central stress unless 1t has beconms
thet of heaven as a fond hope or a nigh reward. In the
nineteenth century and through to the final century this
trend reaches 1ts peak. The aspect of heaven as a vlace of
worship or adoration iz here all but disappesred, and the
coencept of' heaven ls more strongly used to underscors other
teachilngs, viz., the good life, rsason for conversion, ete.
Az has Leen deuwonstrated the general trend throughout the
periocds seema to be from a theocentriec heaven to an an-
thropocentric heaven, moving from the concent of heaven és
a place of praise to heaven as a place of reward, and from
thence tc widely divergent emphases and uses. In evsry
veriod with the exception of the sixteenth century the stress

remalns very heavy.
. Zschatology and the Sacramnents

Baptigm. While there are several references to baptism
as giving saving faith, saving us from sin, saving us, or

granting gifte for eternal 1life, there is only one where 1%
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1s mentioned that “by this sacrament we inherit eternal
life" (301).

The Zucharist. Yhile there are seversl places where
the gifte offered in the Fucharlst are sncken of as con-
tributing %o ealvation or everlasting iife, thers 1s but
one hyun in the hymnal which in the rendered text explicitly
links the Lord's Suoper with the marriage feast of the Lanb
(164),

There are, howsver, two hymns in which this aspect has
been omitted through mistranslation: _

Hymm 305: In verse 9 the following mistransletion 1g
found:

Dass lch auch, wie Jetzt auf Erden
Hoeg'! dein Cast im Himmel werden

is rendered:

Through the glfts thou here dost gilve me
Ag Thy guest in hseven recelve me.

The originsl seems to sugge=t 2 peculiar sameness of
the Eucharlast with the heavenly feast: ". . . That I, as
(a guest) now on esrth, may bscome your guest in heaven.'
Hymp 307: In this anelent hyun 2 link seems to be made
between the Bucharist and the final Judgmnent, which was de-
leted in ¢ranslation. The final %woc linss of the third
verse read in the originsl:

Alpha et Unega, ipse Christuas Doeminus
Venlt venturuaz iudicare homines.

In tranglation they ara rendered:
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0 Judge of all, our cnly Savior Thou
In this Thy feast of love be with us now.

Since both of these hymns wers translated in the middle
of the nineteenth century it is not unlikely that these mis-
translationa are partly due te¢ 2 pletistic influence (the
Sacrauent made to focus almeost entirely uoon the death of
Christ). This geens intrinsically evident in hymn 307,
where the concept of Jjudgment, central in the origlnal, 1s
all but removed, and Christ se Savior, sbsent entirely from

the original rsceives central focus,
Ho, Wyuns Deliberately “inimizing Eschatology

Hymn 399: “"Thee will I love . . . lior for the hope of
high reward,

This would point out the danger of loving or serving
only 1n.the anticination of remuneration. This m;ggt be a
reaction to the transition in the hymns frcm an emnhasis
upon henven as 2 place of nraise, ete. to a place of reward
or pleasures.

Hymn 356:

211 that makes the angsls glad

In their gardb of glory clad

Only fills me with distress

If Thy presence does not bless.

This hymn, though by the same author as the previous
one, seems yet more pointed in its effort to assall the sort
of longing for heaven which might come from & selfish motive.

VYhatever waa the motive behind the willful 4rawing of at-
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tention from sscheatclogy in his first hymn is likely also

true of hiz second.
I, Significant Neletions

ILymn §9: The following verse 1s delsted:

Yes, Thou wilt speedlly anpear

"he smitten earth alrendy reels

And not far off we seem to hear

The thunder of Thy charlot wheels.

It ie somevhat questionable Just why thls stanza was
deleted. It is perhaps because of & millennialistic flavor
in the last two linea. Yet Af this be the reason, the fol-
lowing verse, %11l present in the text, might have been
deleted as well:

U cocme = reign oler every land
Let 2aten from his throne be hurled
All nations bow to Thy command
And grace revive 2 dying world.

Hymn 360: Ths following verse 1s among deleted ones:

With Ye, your Chief, ye then shall know,

Shall feel your sins forgiven

Anticipate your heaven below

And own that love is heaven,

This is probably deleted bacause of a less than ade-
quate definition of heanven, or because of what may seem a
subtle attempt to remove the Christian hope from 1ts es-
chatologicrl aetting.

Hymn 370: The following verse is deleted:

I trust His righteous character,

His council, »romise, and His power

Hie honor and His name at stake
To save me from the burning lake.
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This ile obviously removed on the grounds of taste. It
seems a general rule that while in hymnody a writer can be
very vivid in his descrintion of heaven, such vividness in a
descrintion of hell is not nermitted.

Lymn 558: The following stenze is omitted:

The Paster slespn our senses binds

The more unfettered are our minds

O may my soul from matter free

Thy loveliness unclouded see.

helde from its being questionable biologically, this
versge ls merhaps omitted for its quasi-mysticism and dis-
baragement of the body.

fiymn 581: 7The following verse is deletsd:

fie giveth Hia beloved sleev

Yhen these fraill heart-beats cease

And in His presence then will keep

Our souls in endless neacs.

It is doubtful Jjust why this verss was deleted. It was
Possibly deleted bacause of the implication in 1t that only
the soul exists in endless peace. This interpretation 1s
somewhat doubtfvl, however, since there are many hymns re-

maining thet suggest thls sort of thing even more specifical-

1ly.
Eymn 599: Line three eof the fifth stanza was originally
rendered.:

Up to the Lord our flssh shall Ily
It was =ltersd to read:
Un to the Lord we, too, shall fly.
The nature of the slteration in this oase would suggest
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thet this 1s not an attemnt to de-emohrsize a physlcal re-
Surrection, nor the importance of the body, but rather a

netter of taste.
J. Sumnnary

Eschatological etrese throughout The Lutheran Hymnal
18 generally rich and varied in all dapartments except that
of hell. The reason for the lack of much mention of hell
may well be found in the nature of hymn worship itself.
Concents of hell do not seem to lend themselves as well to
praise as do other eséhatological concepts. On the other
hand, the heaviest stress by far is upon heaven, This is
also due in part to the natues of pralse snd the ease with
vhich raference to heaven lende itself to a song cof prsise,

It scems generally true that in periods where death 1is
glven axtenslive treatment, the concent of Judgment is glven
extensiva treatment also. It is alsoc noteworthy that the
nature of the mention of death in any given pesrlicd seems %o
parallel the nature of the mention of judgment in the same
neriod,

There seems also to be the tendency to decrease focus
upon death and judgment in the same perioeds in which matters
of body and soul, and increased stress unon heaven is made.

There is quite obvious the attempt of the edltors to
keep the hymne doctrinally »ure, and they do so with good
success. At times 1t becomes evident that millsnnialistic
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Views are eliminated, as well as mysticlism, and such things
2lso as sacchnrine views of hesven and richly descriptive
views of hell. A few results of pietism, especlially in con-
nection with the Lord's Supper remain, as well as some
rather classic Tormulations regerding body and soul.

Throughout the periods the stresses of the hymn writers
have changed conslderably. Heaven, which baginse as a place
Of.pralse; where Cod 1s wershlped and loved for His own
anke, undergees o general transition to where it becomes =
place of joy, reward and glory, primarily. In the later
centuries it is uased mors apd aore to underascore the ad-
Visabllity of = good llfériw%%ruughout the verlods ths con-
cept of judgment bscomes less fearful and more desirable,
and is also used wore and more to underscors the advisability
of & good liTe snd falth. The tendency in the matter of

death is away from an existentlal faecing of it to 2 specu-

lating and teaching coneerning it, and thence to a strong

de-emphasis of 1it.

An evalustion of the relative merits of the varying _

———

stresses of the various periods 1g not 2 primary concern of

this paper. Ths findings of this analysis of asschatology

= —

in the hymna would indicate, however, that such study is

highly advisable in the near future if not necessary.




CHAPTER IXI
ESCHATOLOGICAL STREZS IN THE CONCORDIA PULPIT
A, Overall Eschatological Streas

Of the 251 azermona analyzed for esqhatological content
in the vorious issues of The Concordis Pulplt, it was fcund
that 218, or approximetely seventy-seven pver cent contained
2t least one significent eschatological reference. This ,
mekee clear that thers has bsen strong eschatological con-

gclousness within the church of the last thirty years.
B. Eschatologlcesl Stress by Perlods

Vhen d4ivided into two year periods about ten years
apart, the relatlve stress in the periods is as follows:

1931-32 . . . . - 92 out of 127, or 72%

ohz.3 , , . . 50 out of 57, or 88%

1964-55 . . . . 76 out of 97, or 77%

While there seems to ba a rather marked differsnce be-
tvsen the low of 1931-32 and the high of 1942-43, thers 1s
nevertheless no trsnd established. Possible reasons for
this varistion will be discussed later in the chapter. Cen-
erally, however, from the sbove, eschatologlcal stress ssems

to be reasonably uniforn,
Ce Daath in the Various Periods

1931-32. Of 127 sermons analyzed from thig perlod,
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twenty-saven gave this concept significant rsference forty-
three times. The distribution of reference is as follows:

15 - Context of victory, or delivefance from (1931:

i2h, b7, 225, 196, 238)

8 = To the goal of failth (persuasion) (1931: 19, 78,
269; 1932: 66, 97, 1k7, 196, 225)

6 - A3 the wages or result of sin (1931: 37, 78, 135;
i932: 89, 161, 270)

% = Casusl mentiocn in the phrase, "Sin, death, hell®
{1o71: 138, 249, 269; 1932: 51)

b - Zggfhe goel of hopne or comfort (1931: &6, 57, 80,

2 - Ag being under Satan's jurisdietion (1932: 18,
E7)%h At other times God 1s plctured as ruling
death.

1l - As being imminent (1932: 229)

1 - Encch and Elijah A4id not taste it (1932: 160)

In a very large number of cases in this neriod death seems

fo be treated rather extensively and elaborately. The ratio

of uses per sernmon with eschatologlcal content is high, il-

lustrating this, There is no gignificant diffsrence in

stresas between the years 1930 snd 1931,

A0h2.L3, Of the fifty-seven sermons anslyzed in this
neriod, sixteen gave death significant reference a total of
twenty~four times. The dlstribution 1s as follows:

7 - In the context of victory, saved from, ate. (19423 .
108, 334; 1943: 286, 315, 233, 497, 308)

b -~ 5321 mention in the phrase, "5in, death, hell"
{1ya3: 187, 307, 315, 122)

- A davk, gloomy vale (1922: 108; 1942: 111)

- Imminent (1943: 8, 283)

- Ag palnful ¢c the Christien as tc the unbeliecver
(1943: 972), (The meaning here 1s that death holds

o

tha same temntation to fear, the same 2aln =nd

Lt YAV ]

17he Concordia Pulpit for 1931. The followlng numbers

are page refersnces.

_4
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Torboding. The ssrmon later states that the
Christlan has comfort the unbeliever has not.)
1 - Jesus calls %o reat (1943: 72). (This seems in
striking oppositicn to other rsferences which
permlt the ldea that death 1s Satan's work, and
not necessarily Cod's will or doing in every case.)
The wages of ain (1943: 300)
There is univeraal fezr of i1t (1943: 216)
e ought to think of it (1943: 216)
All creatlion dies (1942: 273)
To the goal of readiness (1943: 8)
As o motive for work while alive (1943: 939)
To underscore the goal of faith (1943: 233)

B et e
I T O I

In this group thers is a tremendous difference between the
years 1942 and 1943, In the 1942 edition death occurred
only four times. In the 1943 edltion it occurred twenty
times. Thls seems %o indicate that there had bsen a trend
tovard a lack of considering death, which may have been
changed by the event of VYorld War II, The use of death in
this period is highly existentisl. There is a generzl lack
of use of the concept toward underscoring the necessity of
foalth or a good life. There 1s not = great amount of glib
"victory" mention. Here death seeme to be "faced" rather
than "speculated upon," and is in generel s deadly serious
matter. There 1s nlso significantly little urging that
People "ought to think about it." The use of death in this
period seems largely accommodated to people acutely esware of
ite imminence and reality.

1954-55. OFf the ninety-seven sermons of this rerilod,
twenty-one give mention twenty-seven tilmes. The distribution

is as follows:
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- In the context of victory (1955: 143, 1b7, 153;
1954: 12, 150, 23, 329, 97, 176)
- As imminent, cloae, or weiting (1955: &, 102,
120; 1954: 1333)
Casual mentlon in the nhrase, "3in, death, hell”
(1955: 155; 1954: 163, 260
An the wages of sin (1954: L5, 268)
CGod. appoints the time (1954: 175). (Another
typleal exsmple of Cod being the ruler of death,
and th§ inference that it 1a at His hznd that death
comes,
1l - igs?ing from one phase of 1life to ancther (1954:

Q
1 - "Better he did not die" not condemned (195&: 187).
(Here it seemns obvicus that a specific death might
not have besen the will of God.)
Aes universal (1954: 224)
As the greatest storm in the world (1954: 329)
The thoughnt of 1% recalls sin
30 ?he goal of accepting the gospel (1955: 102,
120
1 - As warning against coldness (1955: 10&)

Hn W & w
i
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This group seems eignificantly rich in variety of usags,
but rather light in ite overall stress. The trend seems to
be away from an existential faclng of death, to £ theorizing
about it. It is seldom uzed toward the goal of imoroving
Uhristian life. Both sides are taken to the question, "Does
dod or Satan causze death?' FRach solution seems satisfactory
to the editors of the book.

sﬁmmarx. 3ince the greatest emvhasis on death 1s in
the central serdod, no evidence 1s hereby given for the
existence of a definite long-term trend. If such a trend
is to be found, it must be found by comparing the first and
finel veriods. Here the following trends are at least
8lightly noticeable:

a. A wider and richer use of the concept will Dbe
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noticed in the 1lnter pericd.

b. The later periocd la wore déidactic concerning the
nature of death.

c. The relevance of death to falth and the Christian
hope 1s more clearly stressed in the earlier perilod.

d. ¥hile the oversll similerity in strsas between the
earller and later period does not on the surface 1ndicate.a
trend, there hae been a great de-semphasies on death from the
year 1930 tc the beginning of the war, and a gradual de-
emphagis ever gince.. It may well be true thet we of today
are now in a pericd of the de-emphasis of death.

s. There iz the rather guestlonable tendency to stress
death when 1% is ccnseiously in the minds of people and %o
fall to stress it vhen i1t is no longer a very conscious con-

ceont.
De Judgment in the Yarious Periods

193%-32. Of the 127 sermons analyzed, twenty-slx meke
thirty-four significant menticne of Judgment., The dlstribu-
tion i1g as follows:

7 - As adverse to unrepentant sinners (1931: 8, 177,
256, 132, &; 1932: 77, 178)

L - A351m$;?ent, audden or finel (1931: 183, 228,
23

L. To the goal of willingness to work or suffer

{(1931: 42, 235; 1532: 9, 2)

- fAs 2 glorlous hope (1931: L42, 72, 145)

~ Qasual mention (1931: 47, 90; 1932: 11)

ggaghe goal of repentance and faith (1931: 8,

- Feople will be surprised at the outcome (1231:

W oW
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31; 1932: 63)

As delayed (1932: 9)

“ust not try to predict the date (1931: 6)
Hu=t not relish the coming Judgment of an eneny
1931: 20). (This 1s the only direct attempt to
prevent the Christian hope from being vengeful.)
- In petition Tor (1932: 243)

~ More tolerable for heathen than for rajectors
(1932: 60)

2? the goal of falthfulness to the Bible (1931:

=
i1

- ‘fo the goal of patience (1931: &)
- Viorks rewerded at (1932: 2)

In this perlod there iz very light, but rather richly vary-
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ing stress. There seems in general to be no basic or cen-
tral purpose in its use. Thers 1s conslderable reference
made to the more fearful connotations eof the Judgmsnt'and
ite seriousness, and the look forward to the judgment seems
to be generally one urging responsible living.

194z2.h3, Of the fifty-eeven sermons in this group
analyzed, sixteen of them make s total of thirty-four sig-
nificant references. The diétribution is as follows:

b - It is Christ's return to reveal Himself again
(1sk2: 274, 360, 282; 19h3: U499)

I - To the goal of repentance and falth (1942: 267;

1943: 5, 19, 106

To the goal of readinsss (1942: 258, 264)

As sudden and unexpected (1942: 263; 1943: 499)

The outcoms is known beforehand (1942: 267)

Oglg God's Word counts at the Judgment (1942:

267

It is the end of procreation (1942: 206)

It is hastened by gosvel preaching (1942: 390).

This need not bear the connctatlion that the date

is not already set, but hinges upon the time it

will take to preach the gospel sufficiently to all

nations to fulfil the prOphes¥.)

ilot necesgarily near nor far (1943: 5)

To the goal of bellef in Reripture (1902: 267)

In opposition to the soelal gospel (1943: 7)

It is certain to coms (1943: L06)
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It is deferred to give time for repentance (1943:

136). (This also need not bear the connotation

that the da%te 1s not necessarily specifilcally aset.)

Those who scoff at the Judgment do so out of a fear

complex (1943: 134)

God will strike hard (1943: 19)

All must give account (1943: 222)

It i@ Tearful %o unbelievers (1943: 1395)

Vill expose the real povert¥ of the rich (1943: LB)

To the gonl of preparation (1943: 696)

To the goal of earnest labor (1943: &)

To the goasl of not loving worldly things (19L43: 9)

To ths goal of persevarance (19433 39&)

To the goal of mispion work (1943: 13L)

gg’?he goal of retaining consciousness of it (19433
A%

Outstanding in this period is the great variety of teachlings
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and purpesesg concerning the judgment. It is generzlly
polenleal In tone. The ratlo of mentions per sermon treat-
ing the subject 1s higher than any other aspect of eacha-
tology in any neriod (thirty-four mentiona in sixty-six
_sermona). There are in this period two'aermons directed
aluost exeluszively to this zspect of eschatology (1, 32).
Thers is in this period not a single sermon that simply
mentions the Jjudgment casually in passing. Throughout thils
period the Jjudgment 1= strongly stressed as a deeply ssrious
natter.

1954..58. Of tha ninety-seven sermons analyzed, twenty-
four sermons mention it significantly forty times. The
diatritavica s as follows:

: 7 - To the goal of works, iove, altrulam, good 1life,
etec. (1955: &, 9, 189; 1954: 53, 115, 299, 333)

? - Aa Chrigt's return to reveal Hlmself ocnce more
(1955: 156, 32, 18L, 187; 1954: 153, 289)

L - In cesusl parssing reference, quotes, ete. (1955:
86, 24; 19s54: 106, 221)
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Fearful to unbelievers (1954: 53, 115)

To the goal of wailting daily (1955: 189, 9)
Unbelievers bow to Jesus (1955: 131)

As very close (1955: &) ]

i%} human judgments bow tc this final one (1955:
Ve are in God's hand until (1955: 49)

Seals the doom of the wicked (1955: 48)

Ye receive crowns at the Judgment (1955: 86)
To the geal of not Jjudging fellowman (1955: 18)
Sudden (195%: 6) ,
Uenled by Sadducees (1954: 16)

Christ confesses us bafore the Father (1954: go)
Terrifying when we consider our sin (1954 67
enlth is of no value at (1954; 102)

Altruisn repald (1954: 279)

“ust all asppear (1954: 33L4)

Bvil angels reserved to that dsy (19?43 538)
Mot based upon our works (1954: 363

Te the gosl of aceenting Christ (1954: 102)
Tog?he goal of elinging to Chriat's words (1954:
32

To the goal of vrejeoting heresles (1954: 365)
It should chzse us to Christ (1954: &7)

- To the goal of proper falth (195k: 363)
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Onee again = very broad use of the teaching of the judgment

is evident. There 1s = dusl stress, the use of i%t to a
varlety of specific goals as well as a rather pronounced
effort to spell the doctrine itself out clearly. There is
no sermon of the period exolusivelf devoted tc the doctrine
of the judgment.

Summary. Throughout all of the periods there seems to
be & richly divergent use of thia doctrine. There iz in
each mention of the judgment, and = very existentlal view
of it. The latter period, vhile strong in these respects,

" seems to begin, however, a trend toward the de-emphasis of
it, as well as o mors casual and speculative treatment of

it. Apart from this trend, however, the tons in connectlon

——4_
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With the Judguant is deadly serious, It is generally used
to underscore the necessity of proper falth and morals, al-

though its use as a fond hope is more than casually evident.
W. Hody and Soul in the Various Periods

1931-32. Of the 127 germons analyzed itwelve sermons
nake significant mention nineteen timss. The distribution
1s as fellows:

6 - Stress and insistence upon resurrection of the
body (1931: 82, 145, 58; 1932: 56, 23, 90)

- ;3? spirit recsives = crown at death (1931: 17,

A pharp distinetion drawn between the healing of

the soul and ths healing of the body (1931: 13, 61)

"Imaortal soul" (1932: &3, 66)

Salvation of the soul (1931: 157, 159)

The soul goes to heaven (1932: 92)

Significance of hoth asserted (1932: 229)

Jouls wrested from Satan's pgrasp at the erucifixzion

of our Lord (1932: 66), (understandable only if

not true historically or temporally)

1 - Polenieally: soul goes immnedlately to heaven or

hell at death (1932: 160)

¥hile the greatest single etress in this period is upon the

o
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regurractlon of the body, nevertheless = great amount of the
Chrigtian hope is directed to the atate of the soul after
death, sometimes as though the body were an unnecessary part
of the Christian hope.

A%42-k3, Of the fifty-seven hymns analyzed ten refer
to the occncept of body and. soul significantly twelve tiumes.
The distribution is as follows:

7 = The resurrectiou of the body (1942: 537, 351, 352;

1943: 486, k9o, 75, 4O7)
1 - At death "mors 21ive than before! (having moved)
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fron o c¢lay tenement to an lmmortsl house (1942:
490). (Sxtremely alfficult to understand, It
deemg clearly %o imply that the soul 1s imprisoned
in the body, and better off without one. This
seens to exclude any value in the ressurrsction of
the body and to withdraw the Christian hope from

1 - "We can feel the pressnce of an immortal soul in
the ?ody“ (1923: " 217) (a very difficult state-
ment

1 - At death the scul is eilther in God's presence or
in hell (1923: 219)

1l - The)consclcusness of the soul never ceases (1943:
219

The emphasis on a body 2nd soul teaching 1s very light, but
nevertheless very present snd very confusing, There aeeums,
at times, o tendency to speak theological opinion in a dog-
matic way. There 18 slec the very present tendency toward
focusing eschatologlcal hope for the Chriatian to the state
of the soul after death. Nevertheless, atrongest emphasis
for the Christian hope is placed in the resurrection of the
body.

195455, Of the ninety-szeven sermons analyzed twelve
of them make fourteen significant mentlons, The distribu-
tlon 1s =2s follows:

6 - Focus of hone upon the resurrsction (1955: 143,

187; 1ks5; 1954: 53, 168, 208, 334)

1 ~- The soul saved (1955: 139)

- Sternsl 1life entered at death (1955: 102)

1

g “5??1 in Paradise" means “Soul in Heaven" (19553
154

1l - Ths soul after death is in the highest posslble
communion with God (1955: 106) (another seening
dlspzrageunsnt of the body)

1 - The s=oul goes to heaven at death (1955: 334)

1 - Body and soul separats at dsath (1955: 350)

2 - Casual mentlon (1955: 1&3; 1954: 208)

hile there is less overall stress upon the concepts of
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body end soul, ond thelr eschatologiosel significance, there
8%111 remeins a rather strong focus of eschatological hope
upon the state of the soul after death.

Summary, The theology of the sermons in this area at
tinea vecomes very vegue, and at other times seems to take
one of two courses. The more prominent of these 1s that of
focusing eachatological hope acguarely upon the resurrection
of the dead. The hearsr 1s directed to place his eschato-
logicel hope in the return of Christ to the earth, when He
will ralsze up the dead person and give to him eternal life.
This becomes the focus of attention and the ultlmate in
eschatological fulfilment. Th@ second of these 1ls the ten-
dency to focuas attention upon the state of the soul after
death. At times when the focus is placed here the soul is
spoken of as enjoying perfection in the fullest, and even
at times of bsing capable of thls bescause of 1ts release
Tfrom the prison of the body, =28 though the 1ife of a soul
without 2 body 1s better than 1life with a body. At thils
point in the sermon the subjeet 1s sometimes changed, and
would incline the hearer to wonder about the importance of
the resurrection. In general, two views are constructed as
followa: At death ths soul laav;s the body. At this time
elther the person experiences blessed sleep in Jesus, or
his soul finds comnlete fulfilment in the presence cof CGod,
or some »point between these two extremes. (A% times each

of these extremes is preached in & tone which would suggest
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their exclusive truth.) At the final day the body and soul
unlte. For the former point of vilew thisz reunion is the
all-important eschatological hope, and for the latter, while

true, it is of lesser significance.
F. Heaven in the Various Psesrilods

i231-32. Of the 127 sermons analyzed sixty-nine men-
tion heaven significantly seventy-nine timea, The distri-
bution ie ae follows:

9 - As a »loce of Jjoy, nleasure, glory, gain, ete.
(1931t b2, 128, 196, 159, 62, 89, 140; 1932: 60,

- Ag won by Christ (1931: 260, 267, ok, 121, 125;
1932: 5%, 62, é6

- 3? “ggerzaﬁ)llre" (1931: 137, 78; 1932: 54, 356,

s » 2

- To the goel of n good life (1931: 146, 154, 158,
179; 1932: 159, 123)

- As = place of rest (1931: §, B; 1932: 223)

- S@e Ccd Taoe to face, ete. (1931: 154, 105)

- Barth 1s a nlace of probation for (1931: 230;
1932: 271)

- To the goal of humility and love (1931: 151, 108;
1932: 2126)

- ?gj?arrlage nor propagation (1931: 195; 1932:

It is God's will for man (1931: 126; 1932: 247)

As certzin (1932: 79, 137)

fs = pleee of service to God (1932: 231, 63)

All accomplishments will be revealed (1931: 152)

Related tc the sabbaeth (1931: 150)

As an eternal betrothel to Chrizt (1931: 71)

A small Teith 1s enough for entrance (1931: 139)

Thg)rewara ia proportionste to our works (1931:

15

As a place of pralse to God (1931: 250)

#ention in petition (1931: 26?)

To the goal of enduring scorn (1931: 17)

To the gosl of remaining in the falth

E°1§h5 goal of accepting Christ (persuasion) (1931:
2

Related to Zucharist (1931: 263). (Ono of the
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only two such cases in the entire 281 sermons an-
alyzed. The relationship is that of the marriage
feaat prefigured.)

Ags a reasult of our election (1932: 5k4)

A8 o land of perfect love (1932: 58

’rounised to those who love Christ (1932: 126)

The erucified thilef lies now in heaven (1932: 147)

Yon for us through the Bible (1932: 148)

The scle reward Tor good works is the "honorable
mention” of CGod (1932: 159). (A pious thought,
but it is not necessarily so0.)

Place of perfect righteousness (1932: 196)

For sinners (1932: 222)

To the gosl of belleving the Bible (1932: 137)
To the gosl ef praying for it (1932: 121)

Te the posl of preparing for it (1932: 174)

Eo ?he goal of believing the wordas of Christ (1932:
95

In this group hesven i1s referrsd to more frequently as a

R
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place of joys and pleagures than of worshlp, service, per-
fection, ete. 7These factors ars, however, also prssent.
“ueh reference in this grouping concerns itself with de-
soription. Ites use 1a more generally directad toward goals
of fzith and belief than toward goals of life and work,
although there is only one instance in which heaven 1ls used
to woo o decision to accept Christ. Many of the mentions
are caahal, and nearly o dozen of the sermons mentioning
at the very end. Generally a lesz than extenslve treatment
s given to heaven asgide from its frequent mention. There
is no sermon devoted centrally tc the concept of heaven.
lgk2-43, OFf the fifty-seven ssrmons analyzed in this
group'thirty-four mentlion heaven significantly fifty tlmes.
The distribution is =as follows:
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8 - To the goal of love, works, endurance, ete. (1942:
' 268, 317; 1943: 47, 1ho, 189, 283, L28, 517)

4 - As a place of blessing, glory, etc. (1952: 365;

1943: 325, 137, 486)

4 -~ ATter tribuletion; gosl of vllgrimage (1942: 269,
292; 1943: 189, 283)
To the gonl of remalning in the true faith (1943:
70, 17, 206, 301)
Ag "evsrlasting life® (1942: 268, 320, 366)
Gee God (19423 259; 1943: 428, 490)
Yorks of men of no avail in (19£3= b7, 256)
Cagual roference in the phrase, “for time and
eternity" (1943: 280, 225) ;
As certain (19L2: 1369; 1943: 147)
An object of petition 11943: 338, 354)
Leg the purpose of Word and Sacrament (1942: 252)
Place of the Church triumphant (1942: 259)
Ag God's gift (1942: 296)
Experienced after the resurrection (1942: 340).
(Jeems in tone opposed to the idea that heaven is
a place for souls without bodies.)
- All neopla there retaln individual characteriastics
(19L2: ~ 2360)
Here man discovers his true nature (1942: 360)
A part of heaven bsgun here (1942: 360)
o ?he goal of use of YWord end Sacrament (1942:

252 ,
To the goal of repentance and belief (1942: 268)
Ho time (1943: 108)
Inheritance incorruptivle (1943: 233)

s man'z true honme ,
The thing of chlef importance ls that the soul goss
here (1943: 285) ;
Felae gospels will never get us there (1943: 70)
The marriage feast connected with FEucharlstic feast
(1943: '11%). (One of only two such parallels in
the 281 sermons.)
1 - Christ guldes us to heaven (1923: 203)

=
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In this grouping there 1s 1ittle mention: of heaven for its
ovn sake and proporiionately greater stress upon the msan-
ing of heaven for this life. '"here 1s much passing =nd’
casusl mention. Of the thirty-four ssrmons contalning re-
ference to heaven eleven of them contain such reference

either in the last sentence, in a qubted hymn verse or Blble
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brssage. Heaven is here usually. s place of joy.
1954~55. Of the ninety-seven sermons of this grouwp
analyzed, eixty of them made significant mention of hesaven
ninety-seven times. The Alstribution was za follows:

13 - CGasual mentlion, guote, hymn verse, last sentence,
ete. (1955: 32, 40, 52, 100, 175, 178; 1958: 29,
349, 30, 259, 28k, 296, 198)

2 - To the goal of a dedicated life of works, etoc.
51255i82§75. 123, 189, 116, 115; 1954: 299, 322,
=252,

A9 reword, Elory, mansionsz, security, etc. (1955:
LG, 36; 19s5k: k1, 193, 112, 305, 372, W3, 363
As 1ife with (od, face to face, stc. (1955: 1b7,
18%, 122, 25; 195&: 61, 191, 158, 323)

L)
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7 - As a gift through Christ (1955: 156; 1954: 106,
148, 212, 342, 349, 363) ,

7 - Az eternal 1llfe, heritage, salvation, ete. (1955:
162, 52, 166, 187; 19s5k: 30, 94, '119)

6 - To the goesl of willingness to suffer, etc. (1955:
162, 186, &6, 36; 1954: 112, 247)

6 - Tg the goal of raith (19535:¢ 80, 102, 103; 195k:
265, 353, 149) :

3 = To the goal of deeision for Christ (1954: 99, 119,

20L)

is guaranteed (1955: 127, 121)

L}g? hers 1s a preparation for (1955: 168; 1954:
24

Vorks rewarded in heaven (1954: 53, 299)

A\s o plnce of service (1954; 79, 305)

To the gosl of longlng for it (1954: 7, 17)
Place of perfection (1955: 100; 1954: 180)
Very close (1955: L&)

Pro?ised by the tucharist (no festal link) (1955:
135

- Barriers to heaven removed (1955: 128)

Christmas promises it (1955: 32)

- Thought of it glves nroper verspective for life
(1955: 189)

Ho% a1l church members will there (1955: 80)
It is Cod's will that we ?o 1955: 102)

No fornicator gets therse (1955: 115)

ilope of it i1s given by Spirit (1954: 25)

As an extension of God's present kingdom (1954:
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75) (in the sense that he who is now a membsr of the

kiﬁgdom of God hags a foretaste of whot heaven will
be) . -
1 - A world of love
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1 - An sliminatlon of Testal link with the Eucharist
(lo5Lk;: 1bk-5), The eschatological quotntion of
Jesus, "I will not drink of this cup, ete.” is
quoted, and not expounded.

- To be equated with "Paradise” {(19s5k: 154)

- The Tlesh and blood of Chrlst gives (1954: 201)
{not necessarily in the ccntext of the Buchariaf)

- A feast (19354: 301)

- lo marriage (19s5hk: 30L)

- To the goal of mieslon work (195&: 76)

] SR ]

The stresz is heavier than any stress in any other nerlod.
This can, however, be misleading. The general tone in

which heaven ig mentioned is rather casual in nature, and
tends mere than in any cther period to be dldactic and
phllosophlcal rather than existentisl. There is very little
conception of hesven here as a place of service to (fod, and
very much use of it to unierscore the advisability of living
& good 1ife (as a product of falth, of course) here on
earth, There is not 2o much =28 cne rafersnce in the ninety-

seven germons that descrlibes heaven as a place of pralse,

and rather few where God is referred to as the source of
enjoyment.

Summary, Throughout the various éeriode the emphasls
upon heavsn is very rich, both in variety of usage and fre-
Quency of appezrancs. Lt has increzsed in each successlve
period. It has bsen rather heavy in its emphasls toward
the goal of godly living., It is generally rather lean in
1ts strsss on henven as o place of worship or service to
God, or as contaiﬂiug as 1tz orime Joy CGod Himself. The
trend 1s that Ae heaven itself is wmore and wore greatly

stressed, these emnhagses become incressingly weaker. Its
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U20 in undergirding doctrinsl vpoints and giving thgm sig-
nificaznce is ever present. Significant 1s the fact that 1t
1s never used in p woy that even suggests that this 1life is
of less value or worthy of less responglibility than it would

be were there no heaven.
e Summary and Conclusions

Vhile the overall trend in comparing =211 of the periocds
18 thet of incresse in freduency of mention cf things es-
chatological, the following points must be noted:

1. It is the increasse of frequency in the mentlon eof
heaven thet i1z slmost totally responsible for the entire
trend. Here, a close observation has revealed that while

frequency of reference to heaven has increased, there has

algc been o switeh in stress concerning the naturs of hea-
ven. The switch seemg to be from a consideration of heunven
ae a place of service, love of God, pralse, knowledge of
Cod, and 2 more Christ-centered Jjoy, to one of crowns,
Pleasure, gain, enjoyment, glory, reward, efc. This might
be a dangeroua trend, which, if pressed toco far could make
Christianity o "good deal" even in terms of the 0ld Adam.
This might be interpreted as a trend toward activiem and
increcged interest in reaching great numbera at the poasible
expense of the retention of conservetive theology. The fact
that heaven 1in more recent times has besen used mors to un-

derscore proper life than proper doctrine might be indicatlve
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of the same sort of trend.

2. A cloge observation of the use of the concept of
the final judgment anpears to disclose the samse sort of
trend. Though the trend 1s only very slightly toward in-
creasged fraquency of 1%ts mention, the naturs of its mentlon
1z algo considerably changed from the firet veriod to the
present. Xt is quite obvious that most fearful connotations
of the judgment have baen eliminsted, and the Judgment
seems mors fresuently to be viewed with the same sort of
hope that anticipates heaven. Here toothe trend seems to
be away Pfrom a use of Judpgnment to underscore doectrine, to a
use of it %o underscors life, which might itself also be a
result of the influence of activisn,

3« The concepts of death and hell have dropped pro-
portionately morse in frequency than the concepts of heaven
and Jjudgment have arisen., This may also bs indicative of
the same sort of trend.

Aa one relates eschatological trends to political and
economic situations according to the perlod, he is led to
postulate several theses concerning the periods.

1931-32. "This wes a perlod of depresslon and generally
a central point in the rise of the soclal gospel. It might
be advanced that it 1s in this context that death and hell
are underscored so definitely, and even at times polemically.
This would show immedlate and consistent war within The

Lutheran Church--liissouri Synod against certaln doctrinal
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aberrations concomitant with this movement. However, heras
also o curlosity arises, which might hardly have been an-
tleipated by a historian, that while in antitheals to the
social gospel death nnd hell was stressed, heaven was not
barticularly stressed. In addition to this, whers heaven
1s mentloned 1t is even in this veriod frequently used %o
underscore n resvonsibility for this life and this world.
If this sort of thesis and interpretation is accepted it
speske well for the level-headedness of the preaching in
the lizgouri Synod of this period. It would seem to indi-
cate that while the church des»ite all was still denouncing
heresy whersver she found 1%, nevertheless she permitted
hergelf %o be put aware of earthly responsibllity, where
gueh awareness might have been lacking.

A1942.543, The period of grestest fluctuation in es-
chatologicsl gtress in all points was this pariod, the
period of the bsginning of YWorld War II, Hers the overall
atrees was eleven per cent above the average of zll periecds,
and almnost fifteen per dant above the average of the other
two periods. This might indicate that it was the war that
brought on a suddenly renewed interest in every facet of
eschatology. In this period death becomes a very real
thing, existentlzlly faced, as do the judgment, and ooﬁ-
siderations of the nature snd relationship of body and
goul, Suddenly eschatologicsal elements seem to lose thelr

use a8 a2 method of underscoring the necessity of good works,




51
and become a fond yet important hope, and as such under-
score the geal of proper faith. In this period the tone
changes appreciably from one of trying to awaken interest
in eachatclogy te one of sstiafylng the interest already
bresent.

195455, This wlght generally be characterized as =
perlod of expansion, or a golden =ge for the church of
proaperity, snthusiasm and perhaps petiviem. Such a thesls
could help %o exnlain what in this case come to be very
dangerous trends in the use of eschatology in the church of
today. As was pointed out bafors, in its dealing with
heaven, heaven is made attractive almost even to the Cld
Han, by drawing emphasgis away from love and service and
pralse to God to crowns, reward, etc. The name of Synod's
new television series may =2lsc be indlcative of this trend:
"This 1g The Life." There is the danger whenever a church
tries to persusde the unregenerate community to enter her
portals that she will comnromise the truth of the Cospel,
by soft pedaling "distasteful® emphases, and stressing only
the bsautiful. This is, of courase, true in the case of use
of the Juigment, of which the ¢rend has been nsarly fo
eliminete the nsvect of fear or foreboding, end to liken the
anticipation of it to that of heaven {(not by any means in all
enses, however). Tha fact that stress upon death and hell
has @80 greatly decreased could also be symptomatic of the
same thing. To what extent this explanation of eschatolog-
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ical usage is true is of courae a matter of private opin-
lon, but to the extent that it is trus, the church faces a
Very lmvortant problem. Vill we truly bs able in the cur-
rent era of nctivism and expansion to retaln a conservative
and orthodox nosition doctrinally?

Other »roblems glven rise by this study are the fol-
lowing:

1. "o what extent must a pastor conform his stresses
upon sschatology to the ocurrent tostes and attitudes cnd in-
terests of his congregation, and to what extent should his
use o?f éachatology be fashicned $o mould such tastes; at-
titudes and interesta?

2. To the sxtent thet the latter is the proper em-
Phagis, what 1s finally an orthodox system of atress in the
realm of eschatolosy?'

Such study may well be relegated tc some future thesis.




CHABPTER IV
A COMPARISON OF THE SERMONS AND HYMES
A, The Uverall Streas

Of the sermons analyzed, 218 out of 281, or seventy-
seven per ent had easchatological content. Of the hymns
analyzed LBk out of 650, or seventy-three and five-tenths
ner cent had eschatologicsl content. In thie respect they

are neariy similar.
Ze The Hichness of Stress

Of the 218 sermons containing eschatologlcal refer-
ences, signiTlcant reference was made 542 times, or an aver-
age of two and five-tenths significant references made per
eerpon containing eschatological reference. Of the 484
hyuns containing eschatologlcal reference, such reference
vas mede 762 times, or an average of ons =nd fifty-seven
hundredths times per sermon. Hence it is clear that there
ie greater esschatologicel siress per gsrmon than per hymn.
However, 1t wust ba brought to iind that sincs a seraon con-
tains far more words than the aversge hymn, the stress ver

¥ords im far greater amcng the hysns.
C. A Comoarison of Death in the Hymns and Sermons

In the case of both sermons and hymns sevanteen per
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cent ol totnl eschatological stress was placed upon dsath,
This is 2 remarkeble coincidence. The following dirrerenegs
remain:

2. In the hymns the concept of death 1s used more %o
undergird faith, whereas in the sermons it is used more %o
undergird the proper sort of life.

. There ils greater stress in the hymns on the terrors
and temntationa connected with death.

c. Loth attribute the call to death to the devil at
times, ag well as %o God at times. In both God rsceives
the majority.

d. The sevmons ars more didactic in thelr =tress con-
eerning death. (This is perhaps because there 1a nore room
for teaching.)

. Censrally both tend to view 1t existentially rather
than philosophically.

f. The more recent pericds of both tend to de~emphasize
it.

& Both seenm profoundly influenced by world conditicns
present at the ¢time of writing.

It would seem that in the case of death neither is
superior to the other to any great degree. A4 good study of
the fifteenth century hymns ss well as “heir freguent use,
and a review of the 1942-43 seruons might help to alleviate

the current trend of de-emphaais.
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D. A Comparison of Judgment in the Hymns and Zsrmons

In the sermons snalyszed, twenty ver cent of the total
eachatologlcal stress i1a Tocused upon Judgment. In the
hymns analyzed, ten per cent focused uson the Judgment. It
is, of course, significant that in this case thers is twice
A8 much stress in the sermens az in the hymns. This 1s,
howgver, parily explainsbls by the fact that mention of the
éydgment usually implies the nscesslty of more extended
thought than a few werds, The following points are alsc
gigalificant:

2, Treatmsnt of the Judgment 1s more dldsctie and rich,
28 vell as more often stressed in the sermons.

b. Greater extremesa of hoth the terrors and the jocys of
the Judgment are found in the hymhs.

c. The aeraonsg speak of the Judgment in more existen-~
tial terms, generally.

d. The sore recent of both the sermons and tha‘hymns
are wesker in emphasis.

2. The hymns tend to associate the Judgment with death,
and stress Judgment heavily in the game periods in which
they heavily stress death. The sermons tend to relate it
more to heaven and to incresse 1its stress in the periods in
¥hich heaven is more firmly stressed.

. The context of hope rather than the fearful implioca-

tiona of Judgment is stressed more in the sermons than in
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the hymns.
If one assumas the Scriptural emphasis upon the Judg-
nent to be a correct emphasis for today, then 1t can be sald
that the hymns could stand to lsarn from the sermons regord-

ing the Judgment,.

L. A Commariscn of Body and Soul Conecepts

in the Hymns and Sermons

Of the sermons analyzed, ten per cent commented sig-
nificantly ﬁa thia wmatter. Of the hymns, thirteen per cent
Gade significant refersnce. The following are alec signifi-
canti

2. The hymns fluctuate far wore on this matfter than do
the sermons. In the classic period of the eighteenth cen-
tury a tremendously heavy stress was made upon the soul.

For all practical purposes 1t came and left in this period.
During this period refsrence is considerably more freduent
than in the sermons in any period. Apart from this group of
hymna, however, the sermons stress the matter more.

b. Vnile the sermons increased significantly in es-
chatological stregs in the war perlod, they 4id not change
in doetrine as did the hymns of the classle period.

c. Hany contradictory opinions are offered on the mat-

ter. Helther the teachings of the hymns nor the teachings

‘of the sermons on body and soul could bs logloally system-

atized.
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Sumnary. In this area both hymnas and sermong ars
Builty of widely divergent stress. As waz mentloned prev-
lously in this paper there are tendenciss to focus eschato-
logical hope either upon the rssurrection of the desad or
won the state of the soul after death. The hymns will in
places go sc far as to declars that the soul at death is
"Tized in an eternal state" or that it "recelves a croun'
or that 1% worships, or even that while the body iz in the
grave it attends the vaschal feast, thus reducing the body
to 1little or no impertance. In other places the hymne will
declars that a person who dies sleeps "undisturbed” until
the %ime of the resurrection. The sermons will on the one
hand declare that the sonl 1s imprisconed in the bedy and can
never bz truly haovpy until freed from the prison of the
body, o» will state fhat the soul before God hazs complaie
happiness snd fulfillment, making the resurrection of little
importance and often not worthy of mention. On the other
hend, thess, too, will declare in nlaces that a person sieeps
until the glorious resurrection dsy. Generzlly the ireat-
ment of these issues is wider and more extreme in the hymns
than 1n the sermons. %While in both there 1s a greater and
more frejuent resurrection streas, the ftrend in the ssrumonas

geens %o bs slightly away from such stress, and in both the

- hymns and the sermons less overall treatment of the matter

is given. These findings may suggest a need for & study as

to just where snd to what extent our eschatologlcal hope
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ought to be centered.

f. A Comousrison of the lise of Haaven

in the Hymne and Semaons

Of the sermons ansalyzed, Fforty per cent of eschato-
logleal stress is ploced upon heaven. Of the hymns, the
figure is sixty~cne per cent. The far greater stress in
the case of the hymns 1z most likely chiefly becauase thoughta
of heaven seem more readlly to mix with thoughts of pralse,
than do the other elements of eschatology. Ths Tollowing
points are also worthy of notice:

2. In the hymns there is & far greater strsss upon
heaven asz being a place of ssrvice, or praise, or enjoyment
of Tod !Timself, and heaven Tor its own sake than 1s present
in the ssrmons. '

bs In the ssrmons thers is a greater tendency to uae
the concept of heaven tc underscore other points on falth
and life,

¢c. The trend in the variocus nerlods of both ths hymns
and the sermons are toward point two.

d. There is a careful avoidance of mlllennialism in the
hymns as shown by aignifilcant deletions, and a few polemical
words against it in the serions.

€. A gort of rich description and zushy sentlment 1is
found freom time to time in the hymns more than in the ser-

nons,




59
f. If the highest and noblest reference toc heaven 1is
the most altruistic, then the early hymns ars about sll we
heve as an antldote %o the oreation of 2 heaven that eppeals

to the unrsgenerate for selfish reasons.

. A Comparlison of the Usge of Hell

in the Hymng and Seramons

In the sernons, twenty per cent of eschatological
stress was upon hell. In the hymns such stress was neg-
ligivle. The vrobable reason for this is that deseriptions
of and refersnces %o hell do not befit poetry ss readily as
brose and te hymn editors apoarently seem in bad taste.
Slgnificant delstions from the hymne are obwlously mede for
this reason., 1% is prcbable that there are more deletions
of hell from the hymns than there are remaining in the ren-
dered text of the hymne in The Luthgggn'ﬁxggg;. If the
sermons should ever fall in their stress of hell the hyamns

could hardly bwe a corrective.
E. Eschatology and Today's YWorshipper

The average wershipover, if we can @peak of him as at-
tending church once o week on Sundays, where he hears a ser-
won end sings an everage of three complete hymnes (there 1is,
of courge, no such thing as an =sverage worshipper, or repre-
sentative church, but such figuring of an average worship

based on Concordis Pulpit sermons will help offer a desirable
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lmpreszlion) will in the course of one year:

Hlear heaven mentionsd one hundred times in hynns and
thirty-sizght tim=s in sermons;

Hear dsath mentloned thirty times in hymns and seven-
teen times in sernons;

Heer reference to body and soul twenty-four %timea ln
hymns snd nine times in sermons;

Hear hell brought to his attention seventeen times in
serions and very seldom mentiloned in hymns;

Hear all of these thinge mentioned wore in the liturgy
than in the hymns and sermons together;

Al of this somevhnt in the distribution described in
the prsvious chapters.

To what extent thiz can be consldered "good" or "bad,”
overatressing, underatressing, wrongly stressing, or pro-
perly stressing aschatology is, of course, not the tonic of
thls paper. To what extent it is Seriptural, to what ex-
tent e Sceriptural atress is relevant to the modern day with
its present problems; to what extent eschatology ought to
be preached to the consciousness of the neople of a given
age; and %o what extent thelr eschatological consclousneas
should be moulcded by the preaching or worship ltself; the
problem of what ought %o he done with the current and ever-
present difficulties involved in the concepts of body and
soul; these 2nd other questione snd problems remain and must
be constantly dlscussed asnd wrestled with as the church in
this-age as in any other trieg to confess 1ts eschatological

hope.
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