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Tasted in this life (396)

Sninte offer themselves eternally to Cod (24)

It is a new creation

It 1e the chureh at rest

The saints are a nriestly band (656). This seens
to be the only nlace which might suggest inter-~
ceasory prayer by the saints., (™

Christ both the Hoast and the Guest

The church calls people to heaven

The place of the beatific vision

Foens dellberately rsmoved from heaven (discussed
later in thls chapter)
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The overall stress for this period 1a°slightly highser,
but not significantly so. The trend quite obviously con-
tinues to favor more and more snsculation upon the nature
of heaven, and a vwider use of this concept. It 1s in this
pericd that nearly every sort of mention of heaven is made.

A875 %o dpte. Of the twenty-six hymns of this veriod,
8lgnificant mention 1ls made of hesven twenty-five times as
follows:

& - Fond hope, vlace of Joy, etc.

The objeect of =z petition

To the goal of missilcns, good works, ete.

& nlace of pralse

Connseted with the Bucharist (308, 312) (to bs dis-
cussed later in this chapter)

The Joys that awalt us are unknown 3

"ha church in heaven is communed within the ; -
ris? (634) (to bs dlscussed later in this chap-
ter

- A ploce of service
- (fod is our portion
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The trend away from n theocentric view of heaven is
hers carried slightly farther. ¥Yhile there are only three
such references there seems to begin in this perlod z re-
awzkening to ths eschatological significance of the Eucha-
rist. The overall stress of this period otherwise, while
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belng slightly heavier, is nearly the same as in the previous
perlod,
Summary, In the first periocd the stress upon heaven
le very heavy. "The greatest emphasis.hare 1s upon heaven
as 2 place of pralse. This would seem to indicate that the
most primitive church achieved its highest and finest ox-
pverience of God in worship and adoration. The fond hope of

thls neriod, which with the concept of praise almost en-

tirely domlnates is zlmost without excention the fond hope
Tor this place of uvralse and adoration of God. The follow-
ing neriod iz very nesrly the same. The third period seems
also to be primerily in the same general scheme, with pralse
and adorztion Tiret and agein in the same spirit "God as
portion” in third nlace. A large measure of consistency and
uniformity is thus found in the first fifteen centuries of
the church's hisfory on this matter. In the sixtesnth
cenfury these elementz remaln almost centrel, but thare is
now added in significant fregquency the ldea that heaven lsa
God's will and purpose for men (perhsps in antithesls to the
Roman abuse) @e well as heaven as the goal of the sarthly
pllgrimage, end a greater stress upon heaven as an object

of petition. To thie point there seems very little use of
the concept of heaven to the goal of earthly toil, good
works and the 1ike., This spirit changes rather abruptly in
the seventsenth century, where heaven becones more a place

of joy, pnleasures, and pover and glory, described almost as
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the sort of place that might eppeal to the unregensrate. In
line with ¢his it now becomsa rather extensively used to the
goel of responsible living here in the world. In the eight-
eanth century the concept of heaven 28 a place of praise, or
a8 being completely theocentric wanee further with a2 general
de-emohasis on heaven itself. Here the various joys of
heaven ars mors comnletely described and extensively used.
There remains no great central stress unless 1t has beconms
thet of heaven as a fond hope or a nigh reward. In the
nineteenth century and through to the final century this
trend reaches 1ts peak. The aspect of heaven as a vlace of
worship or adoration iz here all but disappesred, and the
coencept of' heaven ls more strongly used to underscors other
teachilngs, viz., the good life, rsason for conversion, ete.
Az has Leen deuwonstrated the general trend throughout the
periocds seema to be from a theocentriec heaven to an an-
thropocentric heaven, moving from the concent of heaven és
a place of praise to heaven as a place of reward, and from
thence tc widely divergent emphases and uses. In evsry
veriod with the exception of the sixteenth century the stress

remalns very heavy.
. Zschatology and the Sacramnents

Baptigm. While there are several references to baptism
as giving saving faith, saving us from sin, saving us, or

granting gifte for eternal 1life, there is only one where 1%
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1s mentioned that “by this sacrament we inherit eternal
life" (301).

The Zucharist. Yhile there are seversl places where
the gifte offered in the Fucharlst are sncken of as con-
tributing %o ealvation or everlasting iife, thers 1s but
one hyun in the hymnal which in the rendered text explicitly
links the Lord's Suoper with the marriage feast of the Lanb
(164),

There are, howsver, two hymns in which this aspect has
been omitted through mistranslation: _

Hymm 305: In verse 9 the following mistransletion 1g
found:

Dass lch auch, wie Jetzt auf Erden
Hoeg'! dein Cast im Himmel werden

is rendered:

Through the glfts thou here dost gilve me
Ag Thy guest in hseven recelve me.

The originsl seems to sugge=t 2 peculiar sameness of
the Eucharlast with the heavenly feast: ". . . That I, as
(a guest) now on esrth, may bscome your guest in heaven.'
Hymp 307: In this anelent hyun 2 link seems to be made
between the Bucharist and the final Judgmnent, which was de-
leted in ¢ranslation. The final %woc linss of the third
verse read in the originsl:

Alpha et Unega, ipse Christuas Doeminus
Venlt venturuaz iudicare homines.

In tranglation they ara rendered:
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0 Judge of all, our cnly Savior Thou
In this Thy feast of love be with us now.

Since both of these hymns wers translated in the middle
of the nineteenth century it is not unlikely that these mis-
translationa are partly due te¢ 2 pletistic influence (the
Sacrauent made to focus almeost entirely uoon the death of
Christ). This geens intrinsically evident in hymn 307,
where the concept of Jjudgment, central in the origlnal, 1s
all but removed, and Christ se Savior, sbsent entirely from

the original rsceives central focus,
Ho, Wyuns Deliberately “inimizing Eschatology

Hymn 399: “"Thee will I love . . . lior for the hope of
high reward,

This would point out the danger of loving or serving
only 1n.the anticination of remuneration. This m;ggt be a
reaction to the transition in the hymns frcm an emnhasis
upon henven as 2 place of nraise, ete. to a place of reward
or pleasures.

Hymn 356:

211 that makes the angsls glad

In their gardb of glory clad

Only fills me with distress

If Thy presence does not bless.

This hymn, though by the same author as the previous
one, seems yet more pointed in its effort to assall the sort
of longing for heaven which might come from & selfish motive.

VYhatever waa the motive behind the willful 4rawing of at-
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tention from sscheatclogy in his first hymn is likely also

true of hiz second.
I, Significant Neletions

ILymn §9: The following verse 1s delsted:

Yes, Thou wilt speedlly anpear

"he smitten earth alrendy reels

And not far off we seem to hear

The thunder of Thy charlot wheels.

It ie somevhat questionable Just why thls stanza was
deleted. It is perhaps because of & millennialistic flavor
in the last two linea. Yet Af this be the reason, the fol-
lowing verse, %11l present in the text, might have been
deleted as well:

U cocme = reign oler every land
Let 2aten from his throne be hurled
All nations bow to Thy command
And grace revive 2 dying world.

Hymn 360: Ths following verse 1s among deleted ones:

With Ye, your Chief, ye then shall know,

Shall feel your sins forgiven

Anticipate your heaven below

And own that love is heaven,

This is probably deleted bacause of a less than ade-
quate definition of heanven, or because of what may seem a
subtle attempt to remove the Christian hope from 1ts es-
chatologicrl aetting.

Hymn 370: The following verse is deleted:

I trust His righteous character,

His council, »romise, and His power

Hie honor and His name at stake
To save me from the burning lake.
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This ile obviously removed on the grounds of taste. It
seems a general rule that while in hymnody a writer can be
very vivid in his descrintion of heaven, such vividness in a
descrintion of hell is not nermitted.

Lymn 558: The following stenze is omitted:

The Paster slespn our senses binds

The more unfettered are our minds

O may my soul from matter free

Thy loveliness unclouded see.

helde from its being questionable biologically, this
versge ls merhaps omitted for its quasi-mysticism and dis-
baragement of the body.

fiymn 581: 7The following verse is deletsd:

fie giveth Hia beloved sleev

Yhen these fraill heart-beats cease

And in His presence then will keep

Our souls in endless neacs.

It is doubtful Jjust why this verss was deleted. It was
Possibly deleted bacause of the implication in 1t that only
the soul exists in endless peace. This interpretation 1s
somewhat doubtfvl, however, since there are many hymns re-

maining thet suggest thls sort of thing even more specifical-

1ly.
Eymn 599: Line three eof the fifth stanza was originally
rendered.:

Up to the Lord our flssh shall Ily
It was =ltersd to read:
Un to the Lord we, too, shall fly.
The nature of the slteration in this oase would suggest
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thet this 1s not an attemnt to de-emohrsize a physlcal re-
Surrection, nor the importance of the body, but rather a

netter of taste.
J. Sumnnary

Eschatological etrese throughout The Lutheran Hymnal
18 generally rich and varied in all dapartments except that
of hell. The reason for the lack of much mention of hell
may well be found in the nature of hymn worship itself.
Concents of hell do not seem to lend themselves as well to
praise as do other eséhatological concepts. On the other
hand, the heaviest stress by far is upon heaven, This is
also due in part to the natues of pralse snd the ease with
vhich raference to heaven lende itself to a song cof prsise,

It scems generally true that in periods where death 1is
glven axtenslive treatment, the concent of Judgment is glven
extensiva treatment also. It is alsoc noteworthy that the
nature of the mention of death in any given pesrlicd seems %o
parallel the nature of the mention of judgment in the same
neriod,

There seems also to be the tendency to decrease focus
upon death and judgment in the same perioeds in which matters
of body and soul, and increased stress unon heaven is made.

There is quite obvious the attempt of the edltors to
keep the hymne doctrinally »ure, and they do so with good
success. At times 1t becomes evident that millsnnialistic
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Views are eliminated, as well as mysticlism, and such things
2lso as sacchnrine views of hesven and richly descriptive
views of hell. A few results of pietism, especlially in con-
nection with the Lord's Supper remain, as well as some
rather classic Tormulations regerding body and soul.

Throughout the periods the stresses of the hymn writers
have changed conslderably. Heaven, which baginse as a place
Of.pralse; where Cod 1s wershlped and loved for His own
anke, undergees o general transition to where it becomes =
place of joy, reward and glory, primarily. In the later
centuries it is uased mors apd aore to underascore the ad-
Visabllity of = good llfériw%%ruughout the verlods ths con-
cept of judgment bscomes less fearful and more desirable,
and is also used wore and more to underscors the advisability
of & good liTe snd falth. The tendency in the matter of

death is away from an existentlal faecing of it to 2 specu-

lating and teaching coneerning it, and thence to a strong

de-emphasis of 1it.

An evalustion of the relative merits of the varying _

———

stresses of the various periods 1g not 2 primary concern of

this paper. Ths findings of this analysis of asschatology

= —

in the hymna would indicate, however, that such study is

highly advisable in the near future if not necessary.




CHAPTER IXI
ESCHATOLOGICAL STREZS IN THE CONCORDIA PULPIT
A, Overall Eschatological Streas

Of the 251 azermona analyzed for esqhatological content
in the vorious issues of The Concordis Pulplt, it was fcund
that 218, or approximetely seventy-seven pver cent contained
2t least one significent eschatological reference. This ,
mekee clear that thers has bsen strong eschatological con-

gclousness within the church of the last thirty years.
B. Eschatologlcesl Stress by Perlods

Vhen d4ivided into two year periods about ten years
apart, the relatlve stress in the periods is as follows:

1931-32 . . . . - 92 out of 127, or 72%

ohz.3 , , . . 50 out of 57, or 88%

1964-55 . . . . 76 out of 97, or 77%

While there seems to ba a rather marked differsnce be-
tvsen the low of 1931-32 and the high of 1942-43, thers 1s
nevertheless no trsnd established. Possible reasons for
this varistion will be discussed later in the chapter. Cen-
erally, however, from the sbove, eschatologlcal stress ssems

to be reasonably uniforn,
Ce Daath in the Various Periods

1931-32. Of 127 sermons analyzed from thig perlod,
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twenty-saven gave this concept significant rsference forty-
three times. The distribution of reference is as follows:

15 - Context of victory, or delivefance from (1931:

i2h, b7, 225, 196, 238)

8 = To the goal of failth (persuasion) (1931: 19, 78,
269; 1932: 66, 97, 1k7, 196, 225)

6 - A3 the wages or result of sin (1931: 37, 78, 135;
i932: 89, 161, 270)

% = Casusl mentiocn in the phrase, "Sin, death, hell®
{1o71: 138, 249, 269; 1932: 51)

b - Zggfhe goel of hopne or comfort (1931: &6, 57, 80,

2 - Ag being under Satan's jurisdietion (1932: 18,
E7)%h At other times God 1s plctured as ruling
death.

1l - As being imminent (1932: 229)

1 - Encch and Elijah A4id not taste it (1932: 160)

In a very large number of cases in this neriod death seems

fo be treated rather extensively and elaborately. The ratio

of uses per sernmon with eschatologlcal content is high, il-

lustrating this, There is no gignificant diffsrence in

stresas between the years 1930 snd 1931,

A0h2.L3, Of the fifty-seven sermons anslyzed in this
neriod, sixteen gave death significant reference a total of
twenty~four times. The dlstribution 1s as follows:

7 - In the context of victory, saved from, ate. (19423 .
108, 334; 1943: 286, 315, 233, 497, 308)

b -~ 5321 mention in the phrase, "5in, death, hell"
{1ya3: 187, 307, 315, 122)

- A davk, gloomy vale (1922: 108; 1942: 111)

- Imminent (1943: 8, 283)

- Ag palnful ¢c the Christien as tc the unbeliecver
(1943: 972), (The meaning here 1s that death holds

o

tha same temntation to fear, the same 2aln =nd

Lt YAV ]

17he Concordia Pulpit for 1931. The followlng numbers

are page refersnces.

_4
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Torboding. The ssrmon later states that the
Christlan has comfort the unbeliever has not.)
1 - Jesus calls %o reat (1943: 72). (This seems in
striking oppositicn to other rsferences which
permlt the ldea that death 1s Satan's work, and
not necessarily Cod's will or doing in every case.)
The wages of ain (1943: 300)
There is univeraal fezr of i1t (1943: 216)
e ought to think of it (1943: 216)
All creatlion dies (1942: 273)
To the goal of readiness (1943: 8)
As o motive for work while alive (1943: 939)
To underscore the goal of faith (1943: 233)

B et e
I T O I

In this group thers is a tremendous difference between the
years 1942 and 1943, In the 1942 edition death occurred
only four times. In the 1943 edltion it occurred twenty
times. Thls seems %o indicate that there had bsen a trend
tovard a lack of considering death, which may have been
changed by the event of VYorld War II, The use of death in
this period is highly existentisl. There is a generzl lack
of use of the concept toward underscoring the necessity of
foalth or a good life. There 1s not = great amount of glib
"victory" mention. Here death seeme to be "faced" rather
than "speculated upon," and is in generel s deadly serious
matter. There 1s nlso significantly little urging that
People "ought to think about it." The use of death in this
period seems largely accommodated to people acutely esware of
ite imminence and reality.

1954-55. OFf the ninety-seven sermons of this rerilod,
twenty-one give mention twenty-seven tilmes. The distribution

is as follows:
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- In the context of victory (1955: 143, 1b7, 153;
1954: 12, 150, 23, 329, 97, 176)
- As imminent, cloae, or weiting (1955: &, 102,
120; 1954: 1333)
Casual mentlon in the nhrase, "3in, death, hell”
(1955: 155; 1954: 163, 260
An the wages of sin (1954: L5, 268)
CGod. appoints the time (1954: 175). (Another
typleal exsmple of Cod being the ruler of death,
and th§ inference that it 1a at His hznd that death
comes,
1l - igs?ing from one phase of 1life to ancther (1954:

Q
1 - "Better he did not die" not condemned (195&: 187).
(Here it seemns obvicus that a specific death might
not have besen the will of God.)
Aes universal (1954: 224)
As the greatest storm in the world (1954: 329)
The thoughnt of 1% recalls sin
30 ?he goal of accepting the gospel (1955: 102,
120
1 - As warning against coldness (1955: 10&)

Hn W & w
i

W -

This group seems eignificantly rich in variety of usags,
but rather light in ite overall stress. The trend seems to
be away from an existential faclng of death, to £ theorizing
about it. It is seldom uzed toward the goal of imoroving
Uhristian life. Both sides are taken to the question, "Does
dod or Satan causze death?' FRach solution seems satisfactory
to the editors of the book.

sﬁmmarx. 3ince the greatest emvhasis on death 1s in
the central serdod, no evidence 1s hereby given for the
existence of a definite long-term trend. If such a trend
is to be found, it must be found by comparing the first and
finel veriods. Here the following trends are at least
8lightly noticeable:

a. A wider and richer use of the concept will Dbe
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noticed in the 1lnter pericd.

b. The later periocd la wore déidactic concerning the
nature of death.

c. The relevance of death to falth and the Christian
hope 1s more clearly stressed in the earlier perilod.

d. ¥hile the oversll similerity in strsas between the
earller and later period does not on the surface 1ndicate.a
trend, there hae been a great de-semphasies on death from the
year 1930 tc the beginning of the war, and a gradual de-
emphagis ever gince.. It may well be true thet we of today
are now in a pericd of the de-emphasis of death.

s. There iz the rather guestlonable tendency to stress
death when 1% is ccnseiously in the minds of people and %o
fall to stress it vhen i1t is no longer a very conscious con-

ceont.
De Judgment in the Yarious Periods

193%-32. Of the 127 sermons analyzed, twenty-slx meke
thirty-four significant menticne of Judgment., The dlstribu-
tion i1g as follows:

7 - As adverse to unrepentant sinners (1931: 8, 177,
256, 132, &; 1932: 77, 178)

L - A351m$;?ent, audden or finel (1931: 183, 228,
23

L. To the goal of willingness to work or suffer

{(1931: 42, 235; 1532: 9, 2)

- fAs 2 glorlous hope (1931: L42, 72, 145)

~ Qasual mention (1931: 47, 90; 1932: 11)

ggaghe goal of repentance and faith (1931: 8,

- Feople will be surprised at the outcome (1231:

W oW
i




