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38 - A fond hope of ·Joys, ma.na1ons, pleasures, glory, 
etc. 

10 - A pl aoe of praise 
10 - God is the reward 
8 - It is the goal of the earthly pilgrimage 
8 - The obJeot of a petition 
S - ~t'he Christian reigns and has honor 
) - Reason tor fighting, waiting; gives eternal per­

apeot1ve tor lite 
3 - Ti me, change, and/or the universe ceases (13, 651) 

· 2 -- Rele.ted to the Babbs.th day 
2 - Al r eaey t asted here (26) 
1 - The pe.s,chal. fec.3t 
l - It will surprise us 
1 - Secrets lf!ll be revealed 
l • Uec.ven clel1berately excluded f'rom the :tooua ot 

hope (to be discussed l ater 1n the chapter)· 

The st-r1 tch f'rom heaven as a plo.oe of praise, pw-e en­

Joyment of Go Hi mself, and purely altruistic ideas ot 

heaven seem f arther on the decline in this period. There 

seams muo'h more i:1peoulat1on on what heQven ls like and a 

much \t.1i tier use o'f the concept. 'l'llere seems to be also a 

r ising use of he&ven to this-worldly goal.a. The overall 

stress i s somewhat less than in the previous per1od. 

J&ZQ. .t.2, l§2i A,.Q.. or the 203 hyans of this period 

e1gn1f1cant r.eterence is given to heaven 151 t1ges as tol-

lows: 

4S - Re,,ard, joy• fond hope, etc. 
18 - A place of singing iuid adoration 
15 - To the goal ot work, stewamahip, fi ghting, :pre-

p areclnees I etc. 
15 - An obJect ot pet1t1on 
13 - The true home ai'ter l1te•s p1lgr1mage 
10 - God Himself is the rewai-d 

7 - A plnee of rest 
5 - The Paschal 'banquet 
4 - All cuoat1ons will be answered 
4 - Sainis w1ll reign and have ~ol91. ('J'hey will even 

be praised themselves (656).) (Thia is the onlT 
plaoa t1here the hymns speak of the aa1nta 1n light 
3 S being worth;r ot eterna.l !:)raise.) 
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3 - Tnsted in t his lire (396) 
2 - Se.inte of'ter themse1ves eternally to Ood (24) 
2 - It 1a a new creation 
l - It 1a the ollu:rch at r est 
1 - The a~1nta are a priestly 'band (656). This seems 

to be the only pl ace whiol1 might ~uggest 1nter­
ceaao:ry prayer by the saints. t ~ 

l - Christ bot~ tha Rost and tho ~uest 
1 - - he chu~ch 0 1lle people to heaven 
1 - The pl ace of the beatific vision 
l - Foeua deJ.1b r s tely r emoved trom heaven (d1scussed 

l e.ter 1n th1s cht'..pter) 

The overall stress for this period is•el1ghtly h1gher1 

but not s1gn1floantly so. Tha trend quite obviously con­

tinues to :favor more and 1nore speoul'at1on upon the ne.ture 

o.f heaven, ancl a wi der use of this concept. It is 1.n :this 

er1od t h t nearly every aort of mention ot heeven 1a made. 

1875, to ~- or the tttenty-s1x hymns o-r this period, 

a1cn1f1cant mention 10 made of' heaven twenty-five times as 

tollo11s: 

8 - Fond hope, pl ace ot Joy, etc. 
6 - Mhe obJeot of a petition 
J - To the goal o~ mi ssions, good works, etc. 
2 - A ~la ce o~ pr a ise 
2 - Connected with. the Eucharist (_308, ) 14) (to be dis­

cussed l ater in this ohanter) 
1 - The Joys that await us are unknown 
l - ,. he church in heaven 1s communed 111 thin the :Sucha­

r i:s t (634) (to be discussed l a ter 1n this cha.p­
ter) 

1 - A ~lace o~ service 
l - God 1s our portion 

'l'he trend a:•ay from a theooentrlo view or- heaven 1s 

here Olll'l'1ed s lightly farther. ,:.h1le there are only three 

aucb ref'erencea thera seems to begin 1n this ueriod a re­

awakening to the esoha.tolocioa1 s1gn1f1oanoe of the Eucha­

rist. The over11..ll atresa ot th1a period otherwise, 11h1l• 
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being slightly heQV1er, 1s nearly the same as 1n the p.rev1oua 

period. 

~ummarY. In the first ~er1od the stress upon heaven 

1a very heavy. 'l'he gr eatest emphasis here 1s upon heaven 

as a pl ace of pra ise. 'i'h1e t ould seem to 1nd1ca.ta that the 

moat primitive church acll1e.ved 1ta highest and finest ox­

per1ence of God in worship and adoration. The tond hope or 
th1s r.>er1od , 1h 1ch rr11 th the ooncGpt ot' praise almost en­

tirely dominat es i s al mos t t11 thout exception the fond hope 

for t h1s pl ec e o:f µr a iee and adoration o'£ God. The tollow-

1ng period 1s veey nearly the same. The third 1>er1od seems 

a.lso to bs p rim I'il y in the same general scheme, t11th praise 

and a.do1•a t1on f'1rat a.nd a3e1n in the same spirl t "God as 

:i:>ort1011 11 i n t h i rd ?>l nce. A large measuz.,e or consistency and 

uniformity 1s thus foWld 1n the :first t'11'teen centuries of 

the church' s h ist~ry on t his matter. In the sixteenth 

century these elements re1Da1n almost oentre.l, but there 1a 

nQw added 1n significant frequency the idea that heaven is 

God 's will ,nd purpose for .men (~erhaps 1n antithesis to the 

Roman abuse) s.e 1<1ell as heaven as .the goal of the earthl.7 

pilgrimage, and a grea ter strees upon heaven as an obJeot 

ot petition. To this point there seems very little uae o~ 

the concept o~ heaven to the goal ot earthly to11 1 good 

works e.i~d the like. ~his spirit changes rather abruptly 1n 

the seventeenth centUl'y, 1-1hore heaven becomes more a place 

ot Joy, plea.sure, and power and glory, described almost &a 
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the sort of pl aoa tha t 1. ~ght appeal. to the unregenerate. In 

11ne with t his it now becomes rather extens1vely used to the 

goal ot responsible l1v1ng here 1n the world. In the eight­

eenth cent ury the oonoept of heaven e.s a plaoe ot praise, or 

tta being compl e tely tb.eooentr1o wanes further w1th & general 

de-empha.e1s on h e ave r.& 1 tself". llere the various Joys ot 

heaven are mo~e col!IJ)letel7 described and extensively used. 

'!'here r emai ns no great central stress unlesa lt has become 

that of heaven as a fond hope or a h1gh reward. In the 

nineteenth century and t hrough to th"e final century th,s 

trend r e&chos i t s peak. 'l"ha aspect of heaven a s a pl ace or 
worshi p or adoration is hare all but disappeared , and the 

concept of' heaven 1s roore strongly used to underscore other 

teachings , viz., the good life, reason ror convera1on, eto. 

As ha.a been da1aonstrated the gener&.l trend throughout the 

per1oda seema to be from a theocentr1o heaven to an an­

thropocentr1c heaven, moving f'rom the concept ot heaven aa 

a place of' praise to heaven as a place ot reward, and from 

thence t o wi dely divergent emphases and uses. In every 

period with the exception o't the sixteenth century the stress 

remains very heavy. 

G. Eachatoloe;y and the Saoraments 

Baptism. !lhile there are several ref'erencee to baptism 

as g1v1ne; saving faith, saving ue from sin, saving us, or 

granting gifts for eternal 11te, there 1a onl~ one where 1t 
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1a mentioned tb, t 11by this sacrarr1ent we 1nher1t eternal 

life 11 
( 301) • 

'!'he Eucharist. ih1le there fl.l""a severa~ places where 

the g1fte of'ferecl 1n the l~uoha.r1st 0..re S!loken of' o.s con­

tr1but1ng to salvation or everlasting lire, there 1s but 

one hymn 1n the hymnal which 1n the ren,dered text e:q,l1c1 tl7 

11nlt3 the Lord 's Su per w1 th the sa.rr1nge feast o-r the Lamb 

(164). 

There a re, how0 ver, t wo hymns 1n which this aspect ha.a 

been omitted t h rough m1stransl · t1on: 

1.!z....__ 305; In verse 9 the tollo,dng mistranslation 1s 

found: 

D~ss 1oh auoh , u1e Jetzt auf Erden 
?-toe,;:• rlein Ga.st 1m R1mmol werden 

1a rendered: 

i aro h the g11'ts thou here dost give me 
a mhy guest 1n heaven receive me. 

The or1e 1na1 saems to su~gest a peculiar sameness ot 

the uch.., r 1a t with the ho :venly fes st: ". • • The:t I, .U 

(a guest) !t2:!. on g~rth, may become your BUest 1n heaven., 

Hzmn J.Q.Z.: In t h1s ancient hymn e. 11nk seems to be made 

between the ~ucharist and the t1n..~l judgment, which was de­

leted in tra.nsla.t1on. The final two lines of the third 

vorse read 1n the original.: 

Alpha et Omega, 1pse Ohristus Dom1nus 
Ven1t venturu.s iucl1care hom1nea. 

In translf:lt1o·n they are rendercsd: 
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0 Judge of all, our only CJnvior Thou 
In this Thy feast or love be with us now. 

Since both of these hymns were translated in the a1c1dl.e 

or the nineteenth centul'J' it 1s not unlikely that theae 1.i11s­

translat1ona are pa rtly due to a p1et1st1c 1ntluence (the 

eaoractent made to focus Blmoet entirely upon the death ot 

Chr1at). This seems 1ntr1ns1ca1ly evident 1n hymn 30?, 

where the concept of Judgment, central in the original, 1s 

all hut r e1noved, and Ohl'iet as .Savior, absent entirely from 

tlle or1g1n!:!.l rsoe1vas central focus. 

'f . ff:,ums e l.1bal'a tely .•::tn1m1z1n0 Eschatology 

Hy mn .m~ "Thee 11111 I love ••• Nor for the hope ot 

hi gh :reward. 11 

'1'111e \e1oulcl p oint out tl'le danger ot lov1ng or seJ:WVinc 

only in the a nt1e1pat1on of' remuneration. Thie m~~t be a 

r a11ct1on to tlle t r !lnsition in the hymns trom an emphasis 

upon he~ven a s a place ot praise, etc. to a p1ace ot' reward 

o:r pleasures. 

!!zmn ":156: 

All tha t makes the angels glad 
In their garb or glory clad 
Only fills me Nith d1stress 
It Thy presence does not bless. 

This hymn, though. by these.me author as the ~revious 

one, seems yot more :901nted 1n its ertort to aaaa11 the so.rt 

ot longing for heaven which might come trom a saltish motive. 

Uho.tever was the motive behind the willful a.ru,ing o't at-
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tent1on from eschatology 1n hie r1r~t ~mn 1s likely also 

true ot 111a second. 

r. Si gnificant Deletions 

he f'ollot. 1ng ver ae is deleted: 

Yes, Thou t 1lt speedily a1,pear 
'. he s m1 tte11 eart h. a.l :ready reels 
And not ·f ar ott ,.,e seem to hear 
The t hunder of ~hy ohs.riot wheals. 

I t 1e somewh t qugationable Just wey th1a stanza was 

deleted. It 1s perhaps because of r~ m1llenn1al1stio flavor 

in the l ast t tro J.inea. Yet if t his be ·the reason, the fol­

lot11n ver se , s till present 1n the te.xt, .wight have been 

deleted as ell: 

O come -::l. rei gn o 1er every land 
Let ... a t an trora his throne be hurled 
hll nations 'bo1:1 to Thy conimand 
And grace r evive a dying 10rld. 

Hzmn 360: rnha f'ollotdng verse 1s among deleted onea: 

\·:1th !•le , your Chie f, us then shall _kno,.,., 
Shtlll feel your sins forgiven 
Anticipate your he,aven below 
• nd o,-,n tb11,.t love 1s hee.ven. 

This i s p rob~bly deleted because ot a less than ade­

quate def1n1t1on of he ven, or bec~uae ot what may seem a 

subtle attempt to remove the Ghr1st1an hope trom 1ta ea­

chatolog1cnl setting. 

ffymn ~70: The tollow1ng verse 1s dsleted: 

I trust H1s r1[&hteous character, 
Bis council, ~rom1se, and H1s power 
H:1s honor and His name at stake 
To save me from the burning lake •. 
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This 1e obv1ously r emoved on the c rounds ot taste. It 

seems n. gener al rule the. t while in hymnody a wr1 ter oan be 

very vivid 1n h i s c1escript1on of her.van, s uch v1v1dneas 1n a 

description of hell 1a .not permitted . 

Hymn .i.2§.: The fol1owing stanza is omitted: 

The t aster sleep our senses binds 
The more unfettered a r e our minds 
0 mP..y my soul from matter ~ree 
Thy loveliness uno1ouded see. 

As1.de f'rom its being questionable b1olog1call:,, this 

verae i s ~,ei--haps om1 tted for its quo.a1-myst1o1sm and dis­

paragement of' the bocey-. 

Hymn .sl!l= ~'he following verse 1s deleted: 

He giveth !U s beloved slee1, 
#hen these frail heart-beats cease 

And 1n Hi e yr ~sence t hen will keep 
Ou~ souls 1n endless e ,cs . 

It· i s doubtrul Jus t why this verse was deleted. It waa 

possibly dele ted because of the 1mpl1ca t1on in 1t that only 

the soul exists 1n endle.ss p ea ce.. 'l'b1e 1nterpreta t1on 1.s 

somewhat doubtful. , ho1 ever,. s1nce there are many hymns re­

maining tha t suggest t b1s sort of thing even more epec1f1cal­

ly. 

HZ!!!D. ,m: Line three o.f' t h e 1"1:fth stanza was orig inally' 

rendered: 

p t o tlle Lord our f l e sh shall fly 

I t vas e.lt e r ed t o read: 

U·) to the Lord we, too, shall tl:,. 

The na ture of the al ters.t1on 1n t hi s oa.ee would sUS&.-est 
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that t lJis 1s not o.n atte!ill'>t to de-em.!)hc.s1ze a physical re­
aurrect1on, nor t he i mportance o:r the body, but r a ther a 

matter of t .i:-.ete. 

Escba t olog1oa.l str ess t hroughout~ Lutheran Hymnal 
1a gener nl ly rich and varied in all depo.rtments except that 

or hell. 1 ha reason for the l~ck of much mention ot hell 

ma:, ,-,ell be :found. 1n the nature of hymn worship 1taelt. 

Oonce~t a or hell do not seem to lend themselves as well to 

pr ai se as d.o other esche t olog1cal concep t s . On the other 

hand , the hee.viest stress by f nr 1s upon heaven. Th!s is 

also due 1n part t o the n'iture of praise and the ease w1th 

whinh r .aference to he van l ends itself' to a son . of praise. 

It soeflla generlJ.lly true t hat in p eriods where death is 

given extensive treat ment, ·the conce1>t or Judgment 1s 81van 

extensive trea t ment also. I t 1s also noteworthy that the 

nature of t he mention of death in any given period seems to 

parallel the nature of the mention or Judgment 1n the same 

:oer1od. 

There seeros al.so to be the tendency to tleorease rooua 

upon death and judgment 1n the same per1o~s 1n 1·1h1ch matters 

ot body and soul, and increased stress upon heaven 1s ma.de. 

Ther e 1a quite obvious the attempt ot the editors to 

keep the hyt,ne doctrinF..lly pure, and they do so with good 

success. At t1mee 1t becomes evident tho.t m1llenn1il1at~o 
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v1ews are el1m1n~tod, a s well a s myst1o1sm, and auoh thing■ 

also a s s aochttr1ne v1ows of heaven and r1chl.7 deaor1pt1ve 

Views of hell. A few r esUlts ot p1et1sm, eapeolall7 1n con­

neot1on w1 th the : .. ord • s SUj>per reaa1n, as well as some 

rathe:r class1o f'ormUl!ll.t1ons regarding body and soul. 

Throushout the periods the stresses ot the hymn trr1tera 

have oha nbed cona1clera bly. Hee.van, 111110h begins a s a plaoe 

ot _prs.iae~ where God 1a wcrshiped ~ d loved for His own 

aake, undergoes a general transition to where 1t becomes a 

!>l a ce ot Joy, reuar d nr,d .~lory, primarily. In the l s.~er 

centuries 1 t 1s us eO. v1ors anr'1 :11ore to underscore the ad-
i n -,."!,, k 

Vis b1J.1ty o'C a c,,ood lit"~ Throughout the periods the con-

cept of Judgmsnt b9comas less :fearful and more desirable, 

and 1s nlso usad more and more to underscore the adv1sab111t7 

ot ~ goon life nd ta1th. The tendency 1n the tilA.tter of 

death 1a away from _sn ex1stent1a.l ~Going or it to a speou­

latlng and teaah1n~ ooncerning 1t1 and thence to a strong 

de-emph~s1e of it. 

~n evalu~t1on or ths relative rue:r~ts or the varying 

stresses or the various periods 1& not a pr1m~ry oonoern· of 

th1e pa:oer. The t'1nd1ngs of this analysis ot eschatology­

in the hymna would 1nd1ca te, however, that suoh study is 

highly a.clv1sable 1n tho near tuture 1t not necessll?'y. 



OHAP'fiR III 

~SOHATOLOOIOAL STRESS I N 'l'ME CONCOMIA PULPI'l' 

A. Ov9rell Tschatological Stress 

01' tlle 281 s ermons analyzed ~or esohatolog1oal. content 

1n the V;•:r1ous issues of The Concordia Pnlp1 t, it was :f'ound 

that 218 . or approx1ma.tely aevent;v-aeven per cent oonte1ned 

at leP.st or,e s i gnificant esohatolog1cal re1"erence. 'l'h1s , 

ma.kec clear t at t here has been strong escha.tolog1oal con­

eo1o.usness with in the churoll of the last th1rt7 years. 

B. Esch tolog1cal. Stress by Periods 

"fhen divided into two year periods about ten years 

apart, the r e l a tive stress in the periods 1s as follows: 

1931-:32 • • 
1942-IJ.3 •• 
1954-5.5 •• 

• • 
• • 
• • 

· 92 out of' 127, or 72%_ 
SO out of 57, or 88J 
76 out of' 9?, or 77% 

!h1le there seems to boa rather marked difference be­

tl1een the lo II ot 1931-:32 and tbe high o"f 1942-43, there 1a 

nevertheless no trend establ~shed. Possible reasons for 

th1s va.r1• tion , .. ,111 be discussed later in the obapter. Gen­

erally, however, from the above, esohntolog1cal stress seems 

to be reasonably uniform. 

c. Death 1n the Various Periods 

. 
l.iJl-.Ji.. 0:f 127 sermons analyzed f'rom tbia period, 
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twonty-aeven gave t hi s concep t e1gn1~1cant reference torty­

three t11110 s. 'l'he distribution of ret'erenoe is' as follows: 

15 - Contex t ot victory, or deliverance trom (1931: 
311 191 46, 51, 80, 1451 177; 1932: 18, 66, 97, 
12~, 1~1. 22s, 196, 2,a, 

8 - mo the goa l of t s.1th (pers uaalon) (19:31: 19, ?8, 
269; 1932 : 66, 9?, 111-•1, 196, 22.S) 

6 - As the -wo.gea or l'eault o'f s1n (1931: 37, 78, 135; 
1932: 89, 161. 2,0> 

4 - CasuBl mention in the 1:>hrase, "Sin, dea th, hell11 

{1931: 138 , 249, 269; 1932: Sl) 
4 - To the goa.l of ho~e or cornf'ort (1931: 46, 57, 80, 

269 ) 
2 - , a bAins un ar 6at An 1 s jur1ad1ct1on (1932: 18, 

8?). r-.t other times Ood i s p ictured as ruling 
d e th. 

l - ha · e1ng i mminent (1932: 229) 
l - Enoch and El1JP..h did not t aste it (1932: 160) 

I n a ver y l r ge number of oases 1n this ~er1od denth seems 

to ile t r eat ed r t her extensively and elabora tely. The ratio 

of uses per ae:rmon w1th eschatolog!cal content is high, il­

lustra ting t hi s . The re 1s no s1{Pl1fioant d1:t'f'erence in 

stress between t he year s 1930 snd 1931. 

~-,!U. Of the :f'1:f~J-seven sermons o.nalyzed in this 

!)eriod , si ·teen gave death sign1f1cant ref'erenoe a total ot 

t ,1enty-f'our times. 'i1he ·r11str1but1on 1e- a.s f'ollows: 

? - In the context of victory, saved :rro·m, eto. (1942: . 
1081 334} 1943: 286 1 315, 2331 497, JOB) 

4 - ~ ue1 mention in t h.e phrase, •s1n, deAth, hell" 
( l~4J: 187, 30?~ 315, 122) 

2 - A d~k, ~oomy vale (1942 : 108; 194, : 111) 
~ - I mminent (~9~3: 8, 283) 
1 - As pai t1tul to tbe Oh:r1st1an ·· s to the unbel:1. ver 

( 194) : 72) • ( The meaning he.re is t hP. t clea,t ~. holds 
t h'e s ame tempt ation to fesr, tile s ame ,a1D ~-' . 

1The Concordia ?ulp1t' t2£ .12.Jl. The f'ollo::1ng numbers 
are page ref'erenoes. 
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forbod1ng . The s ermon l a ter states that the 
Cllr1e t1an ha.a ooiuf'ort the unbal1ever has not.) 

1 - Jesus calls to rest (194,: 72). ('!'his seems in 
striking oppos ition to other re:t'ennoea which 
per a1t t he i dea that death 1s Satan's work , and 
not neoe s aarily Ood 1s will or doing 1n every case.) 

l - The ,age s of sin (1943: )00) 
1 - The re is universal fear of' it (194J: 216) 
1 - Io ought to think of' it (194): 216) 
l - All creat i on dies (19zi.2: 27:3) 
l - ~o tha goal o r r eadi ness (194:, : 8) 
l - .. \ a a mot ive for work while alive (194,3: )9) 
l - To underscore the goa.l of faith (1943: 233) 

In t h1a $%"Ott ther e i s a tremendous dif'f'erence between the 

yea1' a 1942 a.11d 194:,. I n t he 19~:-2 edition dea th occurred 

only t"our t 1mes. I n t he 19l• 3 ed1 tion 1 t occ'Ul'Ted twenty 

t1mea. Thia seems to indioate tha t there had been a trend 

touar d a l o.ck o:f cons i dering death, 'tth 1ch may have been 

changed by t he event ot Horld War I I . The use ot death 1n 

this eriod 1s h i ghl y ex1stent1el.. "'here 1s a genercl. l e.ck 

ot use of the c~noep t toward underscoring the necessity of' 

faith or a good life. There is not a grea t amount of gl.1b 

"victory" mention. Here c1eo.t h seems to be 11facedi1 rather 

t lmn "specul a t ed upon, n and 1s 1n i &neral a. deadly serious 

matter. The~e i s also e1gn1ticantly little urging that 

3>eopl e 11ou .,ht to think about it." The use of' dea th in this 

period s eems l a r gely a c.commodated to people acutely aware or 
its imminence and reality. 

Of the ninety-seven sermons of this period, 

twenty-one give me11t1on twenty-seven t1;nes. The d.1etr1but1on 

1s as tollous: 
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9 - Tn the context or v1ctory (1955: 143, 147, 15,; 
195~: 12, 150, 23, )29, 91, 176) 

4 - l\s imminent, close, or t-ui .. 1t1ng (1955: 4, 102. 
120; 1954: 333) . 

3 - Oasuai mant1011 1n the !)hra.sor 11s1n, de~th, hell" 
(1955: 155; 1954: 1631 2601 

2 - Ao the wo.gea of s1n (1954: ~5, 268) 
l - Goel a;ppoints the t1me (195'•= 175). (Another 

t ypical ~xample or God belng the ruler of dea th, 
and the 1n:f'erenoe that 1t 1a a.t Uia hand. that dea th 
comes.) 

l - a s s lng rrom one phase of 11re to another (1954: 
180) 

1 - 11 etter he did not die" not condemned (1954: 18?). 
(Here 1t seems obvious that a speo1f1o death might 
not h "ve been the w·111 of 1od. ) 

l - h e universal (1954: 224) 
l - As the greatest storm 1n the world (1954: 129) 
l - rrh~ t 11cugot of 1 t reoalls s1n 
2 - To tha go l or accepting the gospel (1955: 102, 

1 20) 
1 - As warning ga1ns t col~lness (1955: 104) 

Thia group s eems e1gn1t1oantly r1oh 1n var1et7 or usage, 

but r ather light 1n 1te overru.1 stress. The trend seems to 

be a 1e.y from a n OX13tent1al tac1ng of de~th, to~ theorizing 

about 1 t. !t 1s s eldom used to u1.rd the goal ot 1111!)rov1ng 

Ohr1st1~~n l1fe. Both sides are taken to the question, "Doea 

Ood or aatan caus e death? 0 Each solution seems sat1etaotory 

to the ed.1 tors or the book • 
. 

Swam~rY. d1nce the greatest emphasis on dea~h 1s 1n 

the central . 0 riod, no evidence 1s hereby given 'tor the 

existence of a detin1te long-term trend. It such a trend 

1a to be :round, 1 t .ust be touna. by comp4ring the first ond 

tino.J. periods. Here the tollow1ng trends are at least 

al1ghtly noticeable: 

a. A wider and richer use ot the concept vill be 



noticed in t he l ~ter per1oa. 

b. 'Ihc l a t er period 1 E1 mor e d1daat1c conc:ern1ng the 

DD.ture ot dertt h . 

c. The r elevance ot dee.th t o f ~1th and the Christian 

hope 1s more c learl y s tressed 1n the ea rlier period. 

d . I: i11l e t he overo.11 s 1mile.r1 t y 1n stress bett1een the 

earlier and l a t er µeriod aoea not on the surface 1nd1cate a 

trend, t her e baa been s. gre&.t de-emphns1e on death trom the 

yea1' 1930 t o t he beG1nn1ng ot: the war, and a gre.dual de­

emplw.si s ever since . - I t ma.y well be true that we of toc"ta¥ 

are n_o,~ 1n o. p e :"1od of the de-emphasis of a.ea th. 

e. '1'here 1s t lle r a.ther questiona ble tendency to stress 

deat ll when it is consciously 1n the minds o:r people and to 

f' ::111 to :::trese 1t ,1hen it 1s no l onger a very conao1oue con­

cept. 

D. J udgment 1n the llar1ous Period.a 

l2:il;.-J&. Ot the 127 sermons anDJ.yzed, tw"enty-s1x make 

t h irty-tour s 1gn1f1cant mentions of Judgment. The distr1bu­

t1on 1e as tollova: 

? - As adverse to unrepentant sinners (19)1: 8, 17?, 
256, 1]2, 4; 19)2: ??. 178) 

4 - As i mminent, s udden or f1nel (1931: 183, 229, 
235, 7:3) 

' 4 M- To the goe.l ot willingness to ~ork or suffer 
(19)1: 42, 2)5; 1932: 9, 2) 

J - As a s lor1ous hope (1931: 42, ?2, 145) 
~ - Casual mention (19)1: 47, 90; 1932: 11) 
2 - To the goal or renenta noe and tt.Lith (1931: B, 

2)8) • 
2 - People 11111 be surpriser\ at the outcome (19:31: 


