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CIHAPTER I
INTRODUCTION

This research paper is the outgrowth of a personal
strugrle. The problem pesed has in the past very sine
cerely disturbed the writerji this research has helped him
personally in avriving at an ansver. The uriter's early
background geve rise to the problem. His father had at an
early age Impressed him with the facet that scripture cane-
not tut confront its rezder. It is CGod's message. EHls
nother was reared in a rather 1egalistié pletismy and this
tended to influence him in a2 pietistic way. The passages
vhich cauced the most mental anguish were those concerning
remmelation, passages which, upon first appearance, tended
tovard asceticism. The temptatlon was to apply these legal-
istically. Hence no Insurance, savings and the like withe
out a questioning conscience.

The question in the writer's mind maybe formulated
thus:' Vhat 1s the meaning of tl:xose passages in scripture
vhich deal with renunciation? They certainly can be found
frequently enough, and therefore have to be taken seriously
if one is to take the kerygma seriously. Before one may
consider himself a "Christian®” he must let these passages
speak to him, In order to preach the vhole counsel of God

the minister must let these passages say something to him,
Protestantism seems somevhat embarrassed by these passages.
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Taking these passages seriously does not produce a comfor-
table Chr:‘l.s’cianity.l Roman Catholjclsm, on the other hand,
has legalistic rules as 1ts answer to the problem these
passages raise.2

The research paper has been conducted in the following
mamner: All the pacsages in the New Testament which scemed
to throw light on the protlem were listed. WVord studies
were done on the most important concepts. Etregetical
studies with the help of commentaries were then conducted
on the leading passages of the Synopties. This method of
study has led the writer to develop the thesis in the fol-
lowing divisions: TFirst, the One Who calls men to renun-
ciation. Socondly, the unique relaticn that exists between
the One VWho calls and those who accept the challenge, a 4
relationship vhich explains vhy Jesus can demand that every=-
thing be given up for Him. Finally, passages dealing with
renunciation are discussed in the light of the abtove rela=-
tionship. Because of the historical development of the
problem in his own life the writer has been more interested
in gaining the dominant stress in the Lord's words, rather
than giving detailed exegesis of all the péssages.

1), Koeberle, "Der Asketische Klang der Uﬁcimist%éﬁg
Botschaft," m% dem Grund mggg% und Propheten,
by Max I-oéser Stuttgart: ﬂ'% Quell-Verliag der Evang. Ge-
sellschaft, 1948), pp. 67 £f. :

Zm. s De 72¢



CHAPTER II
THE SIGH SPOXEN AGAINST

There can be nc contemplation of the relationship

between diseipleship and remunciation in the Synopties

unless one first conslders the unigque bond between disciples

and teacher that ome finds existing between the Twelve and
Christ. It is again difficult to appreciate the meaning
and consequences of this teacher-disciple relation unless
1 iith Christ through
the accounts of the Evangelists, thereby seeing Him withe

one irst hecomes "econtemporanecus™

out the halloved glow that twenty centures of traditicn
have placed arcund Him,

"Behold, this child is set for the fall and rising
again of meny in Israel; and for a sign vhich shall be
spoken agalnst"(lLk., 2:3%). These words heralded the "of-
fence" vhich He, "a light to lighten the Gentiles and the
glory of thy people Isrzel'(v. 32) would cause. For "the
coming of Messiah necessarlly involved a crisis."a Some
will rejoice in His light; others will hate the light be=

lsoren Klerkegoard states that one must understand
Christ in the light of his own times before he can appre—
cliate and mﬂerstand vhat ¥e has to ay to us. S. Kler

kegaard %8 ﬁ;@ﬁ Princetons Prineeton
Un:l.vers ess, 2 » PPe 20=72,

2&. Plurmery %g spel According to Se. Luke (Edin-
burgh: Te & Te ClaTk, 1952)y De 7Ce g
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cause their deeds are evil(Jn. 3:19). Hence it was not any
evil upon Hls part, but His life, claims, and demands vwhich
caused offencee

Jesue understood that He wvas an offences Hils parting
words to the disciples of John tie Baptlst as they return-
ed to their master were, "And blessed is he, vhosoever
shall not be offended in me'(Llk., 11:6). After all, Jesus
vas following on the heels of a popular preacher who had
polnted out Jesus as the one with His fan in Hs hand, Who
would thoroughly purge the threshing floor(iit. 3:10-12), 2
prediction which as yet had not been fulfilled. Since the
early days of His ministry Jesus had observed a gradusl, yet
ever widening cleavage, opening between Hlmself and the
people. He had watched unbelief continue, desplte great
miracles(Mtes 8:10-12; 11:20-24). Iiec had been condemned as
o blasphener for assuming to forgive sins(9:1-8)s; had been
criticized for the company He kept(9:10-1k); had sent His
Twelve out vith warnings of flerce persecution(10:16-39);
nov John the Baptist, His way-preparer, the one who had de=-
signated Him as the Messiah, had his doubts(l0:1=6). It
was this Jesus, a man arousing suspicion, causing offence
and doubt, who was calling men to diseipleship, and through
disclpleship to renunciatione

Vhat caused the offence in Jesus? His life was not
bases no one could conviet Him of sin(Jn. 8:46; Ik. 23:16).
s offence therefore lay outside this realm, Rather the
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offence cf Jesus was toc be found in s Telng Himself.
This oi‘i‘énce evinced itself in both His life and claqmse.

Jesus' actlons, though not sinful, caused offence.
ot only did Fe heal on the sabbath(il:, 3:1-%) and per-
mit His diseciples to pluck the grain(iit. 12:1-8), but de-
fended His actions on the basls of the contentlon that Ho
vas Lord of the Sabbathe Thereby Jesus put Himself not
only above the "Church" of His day,S but above the Torah
asg it vwas interpreted in His daye. He cleansed the temple
vith no authority but His own (Mt. 21:23-27)3; He forsook
the coclal amenities of His day to assocliate with the dise
reputeble (Mt. 9:11); He claimed o forglve sins (9:2), an
action which these monothelstic people declared, quite
rightly, belonged to Cod 2lone (Mk. 2:7). His miracles
created division and dlspute; they did not incenivovert-
ibly establish Him a someone totally apart (Jn. 10:19-21),
nor did they save Him for persecution and death. So to
the observer Jesus became an offence, for He a man acted as
if He were God.

This offence vas strengthened by the fact that a man
vho physically differed not the élightest from other men
attributed to Himself names which the Jews reserved for
their God elone. This monstrous claim of divinity sets

SKierkegnard, oD. clte; DDs 43=56.
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Him apart from all other founders of the world's "grest
:'.'C".-..igionﬂ."l" I% has happened that men have tri-.ed to deny
that this was really part of His clain,? If tho claim to
delty were removed, the "offence" would be gone. The rest
vould be easy to belleve. Jesus would be then mere man,
His teaching mere moralism, discipleshlp merely arbitrary.
To do this is to suriender Jesus'! absoluteness and to put
Christianity on the same plane aé other :?el:'.gions-6

It is true that Jesus never says, "I am CGod," or at
least no such phrase is recorded. Fis own favorite desige
nation for Himselfl was "Son of mane” It is peculiayr to
Jesus Himself; never does anyone else so address Hime The
term vas consldered a Messianie title, though 1t was not a
common ones’/ The chief 01d Testament source for the term
in the peculiar way in vhich Jesus uses it is found in Dan-
iel 7. There the Son of man l1s plctured as coming before
the Ancient of Day, and from His hand receiving dominion,
glory, and a kingdom. All peoples serve him, and his king-

%A. Koeberle, s % (Minneapolis:
Augsburg Publishing House, 193 Pe 53« This idea is de-
veloped from various backgrounds, DDe 51=56.

Die Schwelt My Life (New York:
The New Amemiganzgﬁr%t,ggQ%J > pp.a%_%w. =

6Ao Koeberle, Qpe eltey Do 50e
7Plummer, op. gite, PPe 156=157.



7

dom and dominion are everlasting. ESon of man is therefore
not primarliy a title of millity. mmé, vhen viewed in
the entire contexnt of Danlel 74, 1t is the vehicle of some
of the highest claims vhich Jesus lays claim to. This same
designation turns up in intertestamental writings under-
stood as a Messianic title.® It 1s an the Son of man that
Jesus forgives sins (Mt. 9:6), that Ho comes to give Ilis
1ife a ransom for meny (20:28). Jesus uses this neme for
Mimself also vhen He makes His great eschatologleal cloims.?
"And ye shall see t¢'e Son of man sititlng on the right hand
of pover, and coming in the clouds of heaven"(Mce 14361).

In the scriptural account never does Jesus initiate
the use of the termy Son cf God, though in many instances
He claims vhat these words imply. As the one sent of the
Father He assents to His right to claim the title wlthout
being considered blasphemous (Jn. 10:36). Never vhen othe
ers refer to Him by this title does Fe deny the valldity of
this claim. When Poter so addresses Him, Josus replies,
"Blessed ert thou, Simoen Farjona: For flesh and blood
hath not revealed 1t mmto tree, but my father which is in
heaven"(Mt. 16:16,17), thereby confirming that Peter had
given the correct answer, but only by an act of God.
Jesus'! constant referring to God as Hig Father in a very

oy Bt MR e et e,
Pe .

9Ibide, Do 664
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The demend Jesus lays upon His disciples is one that
He has laid upon Himself; He asks nothing of others that
He Himself ha..,n't done first:

‘Jesus? way vias a vay that led to the cross, and there-

fore those vho desire to follow Him will have to pay

the highest price. So it is particulerly fitting that

Luke here, after deseribing cur Lord's determination

to follow the w 2y to the Cross {(iz.51), relates the

story of three prospective follmug s o:f’ Jesus vhom

Josus asks to consider the coste.

This does not mean that the Christian secks out per=
secutlion unitc deathi nor does it mnecessarily mean that 1f
persecution threatens, the Christian must wait %o meet 1%,
or remain if 1%t has come. Jesus'! vords to His diseciples
vere, "1f they persecute you in this eclty, flee to another"
(%%, 10323). But it does mean that if witness be required,
though the punishment of death followy the disciple follovs
his Lord.*®

Christ's words are clear; His demand absolute. He
demands all, for He demands the l1ife of the 1ndividual dis-
ciple, not only in sérvice, but also in sacrifice vhen
called uponie And the disciple thanks CGod that he is eounted
vorthy to suffer for the Lord Who loved him and dled for

hinm (hets 5:k1).

391pid., pe 295,
40p3. on ihe Gospel
ascoriine 1o Bt Haihens potss nenaI



CHAPTER V
CONCLUESION

' The diselple is related to the King of heaven and
earthe. He has become His son, not by anything vhich he
himself has done, but rather by what his God in merecy has
performed for him. And even as God is Lord over all, so
the dilsclple stands in a relation of absolute obedience %o
this Lord of all. PBut at the same time another force is
pulling at his very being, trying to emslave him to itself.
This counter-force vwould win its victory by attaching its
victim to secemingly harmless objects of affection, and so
turn the attention of the man from the Creator tec the cree
ation. It 1s because this temptation is so subtlie and allure-
ing that the disciple is called upon toc rencunce anything
that will build a barrier vwhich will keep him, or a fellow
diseiple waging thé fight, from enjoying complete fellove
ship with the God Who has so loved him. Renunciation is a
call, therefore, made iIn love to the diseiple, so that being
on his guard he night not give sin even a foothold '40 Re=-
nouncing for Christ’s sake never becomes the means of en=

trance into ﬁm' kingdom of CGods mever does it earm for us

1s, Koeberle, "Der Asketische Klang in der Urchrist-

lichen EBotschaft, m%gg Am“s! and Provheten
.edited by Max I.oeser Stuttgarts EI' lag der 3

Evang. Gesellschaft, 1948). pe 70
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our salvat:lon.2 1t rather keeops us freeo from the world
that would ermesh usy lest in times of tribulation ve bee

come choked by the eares and riches of this world (Mt. 133
22)3

What is Christign asceticisn? Adolf Koeberle viritess

Asceticlism means: to allow the will of God’s kingdon
Yo happen. This remmnclation can envelop the materw
ial, splritual and rational existence of the Christe-
dan. It does not entertain feats out of the ordine-
ary, vhich usually only serve to contradict lature's
vayse and in times of "low caleries" only leads to
poor hegalthe It rather concerns itself with the hune
bler things. Can a theologlan during the season of
the Passion glve up smoking and sc witness that in
his existence he has not become a slave to 1t? Can
the pastor refraln from divulging to his wife what

he hae learned in the confessional? Is a man his own
master to the extent that he can before the beginning
of his lakors have cet aside suffieient time for med=
itation and prayer? Or are ve in these and a hundred
othgrtgimilar things possessed with en inability to
resis

He who ecan derny himeself nothing, who in such test
succumbs to cne defeat upon ano%her shounld not be
surprised vhen these same vealmesses manifest theme-
selves in his life of faith. Even so the cpposite can
produce from the victorious superiority in such appar=
ently insignificant things greaf and unconsclous re=
freshment in the 1life with Cod."

2Mo’ Ps 81,
SLoc. gities

4Tpid., po 80. The translation is free and belongs to
this writers
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