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CiiA.PlER I 

IMTRODUCTIOB 

i'his research paper is the outgrowth of' a perso~ 

strug--:le. The problem posed bas_in the past very sin­

cerely disturbed the t,riter1 this research has helped b1m 

personally in arriving at an answer. The 'l•;ri ter I s early 

backgrot.md gave rise to the problem. Bis f'ather bad at an 

early age :Impressed him witb the fact that scripture caJ'l­

not but con:front its reader. It is God's message. His 

motbe1" ,,ras reared 1n a rathe1• 1ega11st1c pietism, and tMs 

tended to innuence him in a pietistic, 1-,ay. The passages 

which caused the most mental anguish ·were those concerning 

renunc1nt1on, passages ~rh1ch, upon f'irst appearance, tended 

touard asceticism. The temptation ·wa~ to apply these lega].-

1st1cally. Hence no :lnS'Ul•ance,- savings and the like with­

out a questioning conscience. · 
I 

The question in the ·writer's mind maybe formulated 

thus 1 • What is the meaning of those passages in scripture 

which deal l·rith renunciation? !hey eertainl.y can be f'ound 

:trequent1y eno'Uf)l, and therefore have to be tak~ serious:cy, 
I 

if one 1s to ta.lee the ke17gma seriously• Bef'ore one lD81' 

consider himself a "Christian" he must let these passagos . . 
speak to him • . , In order to preach the t7ho1e counse1 of God 

the minister must let these passages say something to hm. 
Protestantism sems scme,dlat embarrassed by these passages. 
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Taking these passages seriously does not produce a camfor­

table Chr1st1an1ty.1 Boman Cathol:tcism, on the other hand1 

bas legalistic rules as its answer to the problem these 

passages raise.2 

The -research paper has been conducted 1n the f'ollcnring 

manner: All the pa~sages 1n the NEn·I Testament ,ihich seaned 

to tmo,., ligp.t on tl1e Pl'"obl.em were :Listed. Wo1•d studies 

were done on the most :lmpo1•tant concepts. &:egetical 

studies ldth the h0lp of commentaries were then conducted 

on the leading passages o:f' the Synoptics. This method of 

s·rudy has led tbe ·writer to develop the :thesis in the fo1-

lo,dn,r divisions: First, the One Who calls men to remm­

<!ia.tion. Secondly, the un1que relation that exists between 

tho One Who calls and tl1ose ·who accept the cllallenge, a 

relationship '\'Jhich explains 't'ihy JeBus can demand tbat every­

thing 1,e ,,iven up for Him. F1l1ally1 passages dealing "~th 

renunciation are discussed in tbe light of the above rela­

tionship. Because of the h1stor:Lcal devel.opment of the 

problem :1n h:Ls Olm life the "Writer has been more interested 

1n gaining the dominant stress 1n the Lord's ,mrds, rather 

tban giving detailed exeges:Ls of all the passages. 

lA. Xoeber1e1 "Der Asketische 10.ang der Urcbr:lst11chen 
Botscba:rt, 11 at m 9n#Jd .'1R APPP:!c~ Jalll P,ropheten, edited 
by lfax ·Loesei-TStuttgart 1 ~ Quell: erlag der Evang • Ge­
sellschaft, 1948), .PP• 67 tt. 

27b14., p .. 72. 
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CHAPlER II 

THE SIGN SPOKm·l AGAINST 

~ere can be no contemplation of" the relationship 

between d:1.sciplesl"-iP and remmciation in tbe Synoptics 

unless one first considers the 1lD1que bond between disciples 

and too.m'"ler tba t one finds existing bet\-1een the i'We1 ve and 

Cbr1st. It is again d1~:ficul.t to appreciate the meaning 

and consequences o~ this teacher-disciple relation un1ess 

one f irs t 1,ecomes 11contempore.neous111 ~,1th Christ tm-ough 

t he acoo1.u1ts o:r the Evangelists, thereb,J seeing Him ,d.th­

out tl,e hallowed alm-1 that 'branty centures of' tradition 

have placed around m.m. 
UJ3ebold, t his child is set f'or the te.J.l and rising 

again of mnny in Iarae1; and for a sign which sball be 

spoken aga:lnst"(Lk. 2:34). These wrds heralded the "of-

. fence" wh:tch He, "a light to lif'Jlten the Gentiles and the 

glory of t hy peop1e Israel"(v. 32) would cause. For "tha 

coming of Mes~iah necessarily involved a crisis.112 Some 

,Iill. re3o1ce 1n Bis light; others will hate the i1ght be-

lsoren Kierkegaard states that one must understand 
Christ 1n the light o:t' his otm times be:t'ore he can appre­
ciate end understand ,.rhe.t lie has to say to us. s • .Kier­
kegaard 1 +r.gn&ner in ~isttoPl., ( P.rinceton I Princeton 
University ess, l:"952, PP• 2 2. 

· 2A. Plummer~ b GoH!1 AccorAing ~ ~- "Luke (Edin-
burgh a ~. & ~. cl.ar"""'k; 19 ~ t P• 70: 
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cause their deeds are evil(Jn. 3:19). Hence it was not any 

evil upon Bis part, but His lite, claims, and demands which 

caused of'fence. 

Jesus ,understood that He ,-as an o:r:rence. 111s parting 

worcls to the disciples of John t t e Baptist as they return­

ed to their master ,-rere, "And b1essed 1s be, ,-ibosoever 

shall not be ofi"endcd 1n me"(Lk. 11:6). ~er all, Jesus 

was ?ollowing on the heels of a popular preacher ,fho had 

pointed out Jesus as the one uith His tan 1n I-I:ls hand, Who 

would t horoughly purge the threshing f'1oor(Mt. 3:10-12), e. 

prediction which as yet bad not been :t'ul.f"llled. Since the 

early days of' His ministry Jesus bad observed a gradual, yet 

ever 11idening cle~vage, opening be~reen Himself and the 

peopl e . He bad ·watched unbelief co t:Lnue, despite great 

miracles(Mt. 8110-12; 11120-24). He bad been condemned as 

a bla£pl1emel' f'or asS\uning to forgive s!ns(911-8); had been 

cri t1cized 1"01w the company He kept(9·:l0-14); bad sent ltt.s 

Twelve out "!1th warni ngs of fierce persecut:lon(lO :16-39) I 

no"t1 John the Bapt:l~t, His ,,ray.preparer, the one vho bad de­

s ignated H1m as t he Messiah , bad his doubts(l0:1-6). It 

was tl1is Jesus, a man arousmg suspi.c~n, causing o:f':fence 

and do1.,bt, vho va.s calling men to discip].eship, and tbrough 

discipleship to renunciation. 

What caused the off'ence 1n Jesus? m.s 11:f'e was not 

base; no one oou1d convict Him o:f' sin(Jn. 8:46; Lk. 23116). 

ms offence therefore lay outside this realm. Rather the 



o:r:rence 01": Jesus 11:ras to be f'ouncf" 1n ii'!11 ileing Himself'. 

This offence ev:inced itself in both H:Ls 11f'e end cla1ms. 

Je~-us' actions, though not sinful., caused offence. 

Ifot only did He heal on the sabbathOn. 3·:1..l,-) and per-

mit His disciples to p1i1.ck the grainO•tt. 1211-8), but de­

~ended His actions on the basis or the contention that Be 

~,as Lol'"d of the Sabbath. Thereby Jesus put H:lmself' not 

onl.y above the "Church" of' liis day,3 but above the ~rah 

as i·G we.s interpreted in His day. He cleansed the temp].e 

•with no authority but m.s o,-m (Mt. 21.:23-27); He forsook 

the social amen:L ties of His day to as socia.te ,:4th the dis­

reputable (Mt. 9:11); He claimed to f'Ol:!give sins (9:2), an 

action trhich these monotheistic peop1e declared, quite 

rightly, belonged to God a1one (Mk. 2:7). Bis m1rac1es 

created division and dispute; they d1d not incontrovert­

ibly estab11sh mm a so:m.eone totally apart (Jn. 10:19-21) 1 

nor d:l.d they ,..ve liim for persecution and death. So to 

the observer Jesus became an offence, for Be a man actod as 

:lf He were God. 

This of'f'ence vas strengthened by' the fact that a man 

,dlo pJlysical1y· dil'fered not the slightest f'ram other men 

attributed to B:!mself names whi.ch the Jetrs reserved for 

their God alone. 1'h:ls monstrous claim of divinity sets 
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B1m apa1~t from al.l other founders of the wor1d 1s 11great 

z•eligiotis."'«· It has happened that men have tried to deny 

that ·this ·was :reall1· part of ms claim.~ If t'.he claim to 

deity ·were removed, the "o1"i'ence11 would be gone. ~e rest 

11ouJ.d be easy to believe. Jesus ·woul.d be then mere man, 

His ·teaching mere moral1sm, discipleship merel.y arbitrar,J• 

To do this is to sur1·ender Jesus I absoluteness and to put 

Cbrifltial'li ty on the same plane a; other 1~e11gions .• 6 

It is true that Jesus never says, "I mn God," or at 

least no s-ach phrase is recorded. Bis cnm fa.vor1 te desig­

nation fol, Himseli' ·was 11Son of man." It is pec,~'111ar to 

J esus Himself'; neve1, does anyone e1sa so address Him. The 

term \'1a s considered a Messianic ti tie, though 1 t \'TaB not a 

common one.7 ~e chief Old Testament source for the term 

1n t be pecu11ar t-lBY in i;fbich Jesus uses 1 t is found 1n ~ 

iel 7. There the Son of man is pictured as coming before 

the Ancient o:r Da:y-, and .from :His band rece1v1ng "om1rd.on1 

glory, and a kingdom. All. peoples serve 111m, and his king-

44. r~eberle, jhe_ ~ z.i,z_ Hq1~ess (Mimleapollss 
.Augsburg Pub11shing 7fouii';"""I"93BJ, P• 3• 1'h1s idea 1s de­
ve1oped :fran various backgrounds, PP• ;.L-;6. 

,-A. Schweitzer, .Qllt ,o.t 1:1.!. LU.a. aDl jSought (New Yorks 
The Ne,,1 American L:ll:Jrary t 1953) t PP•~ • 

6A. Iroeberle 1 SU!• .si• t P• ,-o. 
1P.h:rnrmer, S>Jl• ~• t PP• 1%-1;?. 
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dom ancl dominion are everlasting. Son of man is therefore 

not primarily a title o:r humility. Bather, ·when viewed 1n 

the entire conte..-tt of Danie1 7, 1t is the vehi.cle of some 

of t he highest clai.111s ·which Jesus lays clam to. ~s same 

deoigna tion turns up in 1ntertestamenta1 ,,;r1 tings under­

stood e.s a i-fessianic title.o It 1s an t l1e Son of man that 

Jes1.1..s f or gives sins ( l tt. 9:6), that He comes to give Jl1.s 

11:te a ransOB f'or many (20128) i Jesus uses this name for ' 

Himself' also ,-,hen He t.1akes His great asc:1'..atolc,eical claims.9 

"Al'ld ye shal l see t .. e Son of man si tt1ng on the right it.and 

oi' }lower, and coming :1.n the cl.01.1ds of heaven11 (Mk. 14161). 

In the scrip·tural account never does Jesus initiate 

-"Ghe use of the term, Son of God, though 1n many instances 

He claims 'U'hat these · ·words i mply. As the one sent of' the 

Father He a ssents to His right to cl.aim the title l'dthout 

being considered ble.sphew.ous (Jn. 10136). ?;Jever ,-Ihen oth­

ers re£er to Him by this title does He deny the validity of 

-'Ghis claim. When Peter so addresses Him, Jesus replies, 

"Blessed art thou, Sinton Par3onaa for f'J.esh and blood 

bath not ·revealed it m:ato t l:'ee, but my father which is :In 

heaven11(Mt. 16116,17), thereby com'iming that Peter had 

given the correct answer, but only by an act of God, 

Jesus• constant referring to God as Bis Father :ln a very 
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As to the ·words, "take up his cross and f'oll.Olr me"(Mt. 101 

38), Plummer makes the comment that Jesus uanted no ha1f'-

. hearted f'ollo,.,ers.3, In his comraenta.ry on L'Uke he adds 

tu:rther insight into the impressions these ~!Ords must have 

made upon their hearers: 

Its (tbe cross •J associations uere such that t.'11s 
declaration must he.ve been startl.ing. The Je\'1s, 
especially in Galilee, lmEn-1 ,1ell ,..711a t the cross 
ri1ee.nt. Hmtdreds of tbe :f'ollo·wers of Judas and Simon 
t-.ad been cruc1f'ied. It represents, therefore, not 
so much a burden e.s an instrument of' death, and 1 t 6 ·was ma.1tioned because of its familiar asooe:1.at1ons.3_ 

~el enh'uys comments: 

lie uho des:1.l•es to become His discinle end sezovcnt ·will 
everyday have to be ,.,illing to put-his cn·m interest 
and will into the background a11d to accept voluntar:ll.J' 
~ncl "t",holeheartedly (and not :f'atal1st1call1,) the sacr1-
:rice an suffering tbat ,-7111 have to be endured 1n 
His service.3"1 Indeed, he ~rho 1s :not •willing to die 
t he most hideous death , by cruc11'1x1on, f'or the sake 
of hifi 1ove and loyalty to Christ cannot be Bis disc!­
ple.3 

!file disciples trere no doubt also aware of the disgrace 

that ·was involved 1n death by cruc1f:lx1on. ~o the Jews such 

a death 't·ras a curse, as Paul points out 1n 1•,riting the Gala­

tians (3:13). The disciple must bear the cross, endure the 

shame, as be ·walks in the t-ray of his Lord and Master. 

35'Plummer, .An eetical ~mmep:t,vy 20. Jill§. Gospe1 
Accprdinrl i2 §.• ~t_ 1, P• 23 • 

36Plummer, �~� Gospe1 Ageordipg m ~. Lpe., P• 248. 

3'1Geld~s, ml• ~•, P• 276• 

38m4., P• 398• 



The demand Jesus lays upon His disciples is one· that 

He has laid upon Himself; He asks nothing of others that 

He Himself basn•t done firsts 
. 

· Jesus 1 ·way tras a ·way that l e'd to the eross I and there­
fore those ·who desire to fo1lcn1 H1m ,1111 bave to pay 
t he h i ghest price. So it is particul.erly fitting tbat 
Lulce llero, after describing our L-ord I s determil:tat1on 
to f'ollou the ·way to the Cross (ix . 51) 1 relates the 
stor--,f of three prospective f'ollcn-:e~s or Jesus whom 
3osus a sks t o consider the cost • • ~~ 

This does not me~.n tbat the Cbristian seeks ou·t per­

secution 1.uri:o dGatll; nor does it necessaril7 mean t hat 1f' 

persecu.·c;ion tlll"ea tens, t he Christian must \,ait to meet it, 

or r emai n i :f it has come. Jesus 1 ,rords to Bis disciples 

,-rere, 111:r t he,J persecute you :J.n this city, flee to another" 

( Mto 10 : 23). But it does mean tbat 1r \•11tness be required, . 
tbough t he punishment o:r death f'ollo~1, the disciple follows 

his Lord.Ito 

Cb1'ist • s ·words are clear J His demand absolute. Be 

demands all, f'or He demands t he life of' the individual dis­

ciple, not only in service, but also in sacrifice 1:7hen 

called upon. And th~ disciple t1'.anks God that he is CO'mlted 

,rorthy to suff er for the Lord Who loved him and died -ror 

him ' (Acts 5':l.i.1). 

39nJ4., P• 29S. 

ltOP1Wa!11ler, .m ft:;ot3-PA! eammept;vx a .:lihll Ggape1 
A9SPt41PC .1i2 &• Mpt~_, P• 52e 



CBAP.rER V 

CONCLUSIOM 

· The disciple 1s l"elated to the King of heaven and 

earth . He has become 1J1s son, not by anything i1hich he 

himself has done, but 1·ather by t-1bat his God 1n mercy has 

performed for him. And even as God 1s Lord over all, so 

t he disciple stands 1n a relation of absolute obedience to 

this Lord of' all. But at the same time another force 1s 

pu1l1ng at his very being, trying to enslave h1m to itself. 

This counter-force 't.rould 11.rin its victory by attaching its 

victim to seemingly harmless ob~ects of affection, and so 

turn the a ttention of the man from the Creator to the cre­

ation. It is because t h is t en1ptati0n is so subtle and allur­

ing that the disciple is called upon to rencUDce aeyth1ng 

that ,dll build a barrier ,-:hich · ,1111 keep him, or a f'ellow 

disciple ,1aging the fight.,. from enjoying complete fellow­

ship ,-11th the Go i ,. ho has so loved him. Renunciation 1s a 

call, ·therefor~, made in love to the disciple, so that being 

on his guard he ·might not give sin even a foothold.40 Re­

nouncing for Christ's sake never becomes the means -of en­

tr~ce into t ho·. h:~gdom of God; ne~·er doe s it earn for us 

1A. Koeberle "Der Asket:lsche IO.ang 1n 4er Urchr1st-
1:l.cben Botscha:rt,11 A1lt As Qrpndg ~ 4Pft1cf im,q frppheten, 
.edited by Max Loesei""\Stuttgarts ~Que - erlag der 
Evong. Gesellscba:rt, 1948). P• 7(). 
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our salvation.2 It re.ther keeps us bee from the wor1d 

tti..at ·t-101.llcl enmesh us, 1est 1n times of tribulation t1e be­

come el1cked by the cares and riches ot this wor1d (Mt. 131 

22)3 . 

lJhat is Christian asceticism? Adolf Koeber1e '6T1tesa 

Asceticism means: to all0t-1 the t-dll of God I s kingdom 
to :ti..a.ppen. ~is renunq1at1.on can envelop the mater­
ial, spiritual and l'ationaJ. existence o:r the Christ­
ian. It does not entertain, feats out of the ord11,­
e.ry, ·which usually only sGrve to contradi·ct Nature's 
ways and in times of "lm-1 calories" only l.aads to . 
poor health. It· ·rather concerns itself with the hum­
bler things. Can a theologian during the season of 
the Pas sion 1ve up smoking anc.l so ,:1tness that in 
his existence he has not ~ecoma a slave to it? Can 
the r,>astor 1 .. ef'rain froo divul.ging to his wife ':7hat 
he J-,.:a s learned 1n the coni'essiori.al? Is a man his ow 
D'.e.ster to the tmtent that he can before t he beginning 
')f' i 1s labors 'have set asicle sui"ficient time for med­
:L ta tion and prayer? Or are we in these ancl a hUJ'l..dred 
other s1m:llar thi.~gs possassed ldth e.n inability to 
resist? 
He 'i:1bo can cler.ry himcelf noth~, l1ho in such test 
si1ccun1bs to one de:too t upon ano'thel' should not be 
surprised ·whel'l t hese sama 1i1eaknesses man:I test them­
selves 1:n his life of faith. Even so the o!)pos1te can 
produ~e n,c..m the victorious superiority in such appar­
ently insignificant things greai and unconscious re­
freshmcmt in the life "tdth Goc!. · 

2Ibid., P• 81. 

3J;,g_£. mil•, 
· l+ll?i4•, P• 80. ~e tl•enslation is free and belongs to 

this writer. 
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