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. CHAP'l'ER I 

IN'l~ODUO'i'!Oil 

von the casual roadar o.r t'he New TestaUlGnt ca:ri..not long 

escape the importance which t.lw "fa..\°' '"'estanient wr1 ters a ttach 

to the sacrsi.ont 0£ bnp tisn1. !ior needs one to have studied 

o-:ry o.R·tensively t o dis cover that the doctrine of 

ba tism has long bo ~ tho sub ject of theological debate, par

tioul a.:I>l y s:lnca ·i;ho t!me of the Ref'orma.tion. Recent inter

est 11'! ~he s1.1'b joct stems f?'om what Oscar Cullman ca lls 11 the 

1100 t sor:tous challenc:e to infant bapt:.-.sm te1h1ch baa ever boen 

He ~ofers t Karl Barth's booklet on~ Tonch-

This t~ws:lrJ i .s no·t t-1r:l 'i.iten in w1st-1er to any current cc,n

trovo1 .. cy on the st.1.bjee t . It ~ et7 ~ ther ot1-.; of a personal 

interest in the subjeot of baptism. Inc~eaai~g intGrest i~ 

the ·i:;op:to led 1nov1tably ·t;o the ques·tion or th3 relationship 

botwoen Ci1zaistiru1 be.pt!sm e.11d 1 ts prototype in Jo :m1 s ba tiam. 

This thesis !s a begin.~ins in the direction of an answer to 

that qu eo·c;:ton. The !)roblen1 is~ of course. not an or15ina1 one. 

~or it lw.s boen ·tho su~ ject of much praviOU.s ex getical inves-

loscar Culhnan, l3a;et1s1n ,&n !!l!_ ife'H ... Testamfflt• transl ated 
by J . K . s . Reid (I10ndo111 SO:-, P1•ess• Lud•• 19!;0)• P• 8. 
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I t 1s only a beg:tnm.ng. and that for two reasons. In 

t bo f i r s t pl a ce. the topic began ~o assume dimens i ons which 

we;."e t1ot o:riginall:y f oroseen. Whilo, tor the most part, the 

i nqu i ry has be en , rooght t o a s atisfactory conclusion, at 

t he se.n10 time a host of au bs i d:la r y issues were encoW1terecl 

tn1ich, in justice to the subject , c.eoerve a fuller troatmont 

tm.n they have boGn e iven. .Secondl y , this thesis uses only 

sGc aadary sou.1•oes0 r ely!1?13 heavily 0 11 the comments and 1'1nd• 

in s of o t.har authors on thio Olf related subjects. 

In uealdng t o onst-1er t he p rob lem thi s thesis J.i!nits it• 

celr to t-101 .. l.d.ng t·1H;bin t oo Biblical f'l."arr.ewor k . I t oomplate

l y 1@1or os quaat:tona r ogai"din& the e.u t h enti ci t y and hl.stori• 

city r ec1 .. ·i;ai ::.1 Ji s.ssas ee ; e . g ., i t. 28 :19. This is not to 

say t:r,,..et flUCh i nqui r i es are no t legiti mate aspect s of tho 

exe getica l discipline, tut tha t such investigations lie out

side the scope oz t h i s t hesis. 1. t 1\1.rtnermoro confines it

sel f to such ev.idonoe on the su b ject as, in t he opinion of 

the 1-11 .. i tar., i s .rtunishecl by a s ti1d:' of the Scriptures. There

f oFa, strictly ext ra-~iblical material 1s excluded such as., 

e .g., the o t udiea ~hich seek to find the origin of JoJ:m•s 

baptism in tha purit icatory rites of tho mystery r eltgiona 

or i n cYewish prose l y te baptisms. Again, t his 1s not to say 

ti'Ults f r om a purely llUDW.n point of: view, ·tp.ese may not have 

been i ns t :rumenml in creet1n~ f or John e. r i t e appropriate to 

hie l1L1I"!)Oses. Nor 1s t his t o sey tl'i..at t hey are not valid 

stib jec1;e of i nquiry and cannot 0011tzaibute ll'lllch by way of 
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background n?~torial. Howt.ver• tlle assumption of this 1hes1a 

is that.o wha·Gev0r the human a ,gent. ul.t1matol-y John' s baptism 

finde !ts source 1n God' s 1nitiet1ve. Throughout this t he• 

sis is conccamad pr!marily t-11 th tm ~ela t,_onr:,h1p of the theo• 

logical content of the two baptisms. 

Thia theois does not claim to oe an exmiuative treat

men~, ol ther of Jomi• s bap tism. o~ of ChZ'istirm bap t1Sl?l; nor 

does it pretend t o havo s poken the lae·G word on 'their rela

t ionshi p . It rather highligbte tibat0 to tho mind or the 

·wr :l t or, a:i."e "i.he s1e:n1ficant el.ements wti..1ch nuu1·i; be taken in

to e o com1t in any tl'"aatment of the subject. This 1i1.osis 

f :i.nds in Clrio·tian bap tism en outgrowth of" John' s ba:.9 t1sm. 

!t" t h.er 1.'01'0, exs1,1ines the baaio f'eatul'eo of Johll' s mosaage 

and relates them to his baptism. It then exe.minos t.11.ese 

same ~eamres in the light of Chl?ist as the F\\lfiller and 

t :a."aces th.air re13. tionship to Gbrie t:tan bt\ptian1. 'l'ha conclu • 

aions are b r i efly eta.tecl in the .Las· ... chapter. I·t dll read• 

i ly be seen ·tl'i..a t in tb.is m.nnar of inves t i e;s tion 1il"..e theo

l.oe1 cal on ·lient of John' s bap·t1sm is ooi11ewhat cleter.n1nitive 

in the invea•i.igst1on of' tha theological con~nt of Christ

ian 'bapt.i.sm. Fo1. .. "this ree.sou not all tho .a.lew Testament pas• 

se.gee t-7h:lch ;zaef'e?" to Chris ti.an baptism 11.Sve been er~! ned, 

but principally those which eddl.~ess the111Selvos more expl 1• 

ci tly to this 111u1 ta tion . 



CHAPTER II 

,JO 1 S BAPTISM: THE 1'0K ·N OF A UlfY.Q,Uii, PHOP!:IETIC OFFICE 

Fo~ a correct interpretation of John's baptism. it is 
. 

necaeoary to Ulldezas tand the person of th.e Baptist. And 

r:1.ghtl t o understand ·tlle Baptist., it :ts nececsary to con• 

side?" him in his miss ion a o the last Old Te.stame11t prophet. 

The events surrounding his birth already avidenoe a 

atz-ong Old Testament flavor. His father was executing his 

function as an Old Tes tainent priest (Lk. 1:8). The angel. 

:made h i s appea~ance in t he Temple (Lk. 1:ll.). John was to 

@O f orth 2.n t he spirit s.nrl power of l1as (Lk. l:1.$). The 

song of praise 9ung by Zecnar!ae ochoes Old Testament phrase• 

ology 1n blessing God ror a1s promises spoken thl'ough the 

mouth of the prophets (Lk. l:68-79). 

!n p1"opheay1ng of this child his ta ther ~p11c1 tl.y calls 

him a. prophet: "t,nd thou• chil.d" shalt ba called the pro~ 

phet of the ffi ghesti~ {Lk. l.:76). To this end he was :r,.11e4 
st-

td th the Sp:h."1 t 1n preparation for his prophetic of".fice 

(Lk. 1:15). and l1&S thus :marked as God's otm .from his birth. 

Ilia m_inistry t-Jaa to be s1usilar to that of Elias. both as to 

its source and !ts er.feet (Lk. 1:17). John1 s call into tbs 

prophetic office is described in terms re1'11nisoent of the 

calla of the other Old Testament prophets (Lk. 3:21 1 Sam. 

lS1lO; Jar. 1:1). The fourth evangelist testifies tbat the 



s 
Baptist was sent by God ( .Jn. l.:6) • a commission wbich cbar

acterized .the 01d Testament prophots (cf. Ia. 6:8). 

Other prophetic chamotoristiee of John include his 

solitude o a f'ea tura which he shared ~:tl. tll Jeremiah ( Jer. 1.$ 1 

17 ) • His came 1 1 e h f.d.111 germen t -1as the t yp1 cal rough at tire 

01' the p1--oph e J.;2 (Zech . 13:~.; 2 Ki. 1:8) • He wao certain 

t l"l!l t his u a.s a di vine lllission. a oircums tan co which made him 

a re rlefJs s pokesman i'or thf> Lord.1 
B1.1 t what stamped him 

deo1a1 vely as an Old Te a ts.mant prophet was his wi tneso to 

the 011e who wa.o ye~ to 001119 U ~. 1J.s3 ff.). 

But Jo:tm was not merely one i n a succeaaion of p~ophats. 

ii1a was a unique proph e 't1c of'fice. Eis c o."'!.tem.90rariee al• 

:i." ady regar ded him s.:1 a ro1 lBrkabl9 man ( Jn. 1: 19 f.; Lk. 

,3:lS ; Ac. 13:2$). Chr.-1st1s judgmen.t conf irms t:'le1r viet1. 

As t h e \·Jay-pZ"eparer John i•ras more than a p1•ophet (Mt. 11:9) • 

Me was Elias who was to com,a (f-l t. llsl.4; 17:10•13). "God's 

1'1 t 1ll!ln ror God' a apt deed. n2 

'.fhe current expectation of Elijall1 a return was basod on 

the prophecy of Halaoh1 (3:1.23). This expectation hoped 

the. t before the de.y ot judgment the prQphet :bli Jah wou1d 

1itesarding John' e qu estion i'r01a pris on~ .1 t can be said 
the t th1a 1n no way reflected an uncertainty on the part of 
the Baptist with respect to bis d1 vino mission. Hie fa:!. th 
in the Coming One renained quite firm. At most 1t describes 
a doubt as to the identity of the Col111ng one. 

211r-1a tthew and I-lark," The Interpreter• s Sible, edited by 
Georgo A. Buttriok (Yew Yorks Abingdon-dokosfuiry Preas. 
19$1), VII, 381. 
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come to s et 1n order all that had occu.rred against God• s 
"" command.~ Elijah 's return ~oul d mark the beginning or the 

end, t he unfolding of' the whole escbatological drama.4 

SohnieiJind commentsa 

Fo r 1:t' El ijah has come, then ·the end has begun. And 
n1ore. I t i:3 J esus who spea lw of El i jah. It John 1s 
El i j ah, who, then, is Jeau s? He is n one other than 
the Corning Oilo (Mt .• 11:3) • the Mi gh t :te» One (Mt. 3 Ill), 
the Son o:r Man, who coroes ~om heaven.,:) 

Therein lay the Lt.'li queness of J ohn' a prophetic o.f'tice. ! n 

him began th-, " e sch& tolog ica l f'1.1l i'illJ11ent of t he Old Testa- . 

ment roph eicies . n6 There wore mnny p rophets., but only ano 

Pororunna:. of th.a Lor d's Ohr i s -t., and this was he . He had 

~ .. e mission Hto ree •iiore a ll th!ngm that i n Israel had b een 

per verted t hrOllgh s i n ; t int l s 0 in o~der to pr epar e the fay 

"£or t he Mess i ah."? 

---------3For a full discussion of contemporary Jewish expecta
t i ons regarcling ~lijah's return, c~. Hermann L. S track and 
Pau1 Billerbeck• ".E.xlru.rse zu Einzel nen Stellon des Neuen 
Tes t e.ments.,u Konnnentar zum Neuen Testament Aus Talmud und 
r-'lidras eh (I-iu enchen: d.7-i:- .Becliischa Veriags'6ucllhandiuiig; 
r92tj >., rv lP 7611--798. 

l.t-i,he disparity between ·the Old Testament prophecies 
and con temporary notions may account for John's re.f'u.sal to 
acknowledge this title (cf. Jn. 1:21). Or it may also be 
t hat he d i d not know himself ·to b9 E:lijah Redi vivus. He 
k new himself simply as the <f 1,1> vf] ( Jn. 1:2,3). 

S Julius Schr.,iewj.nd,. "Das Evangelium nach !-Ia tthaeus. 11 

Das Neue Testa!!!!m!, De1.1tsch (Goettingen: Vandenhoeck und 
Aupreoht, 19~ ), II, 145. Translation rq otm. 

·6I b id•• P• llt-3. 

7 Bernba1~d i;1e1ss, A Commenta221: on the !!!! Testament, 
t~anslated from ~tbe German by a. H.Schodde and~. Wilson 

7 



7 

John., iihe le.at Old Testament prophet. whose ws a unique 

prophe •tie o.f'f!ce. £ul~1llad bio of'fioe with an oqual.l;y unique 

eiublora. of off :1.oaJ 11amely• h1s bnpt1am. The uniqueness of 

this t,;,lcen or his ofi'!ce :ls a.l?'eady aee11 in thC!> ntct that 
I 

his surnam~-- ~ulTT~ tcn.1rs - • :ls usad of l1..im elone . T'.aia DSDl8 

uas es_ oeinlly oons m1cted. foz- him and e xclus:lvGly applied 
~ 

to him. 0 her e t-Jt'.a nothing ncn-1 s.bou t a :i.'i te of baptism. 

'l''.ho Pharisees., the esenoo 0 the He1nero-Ba,1,tists~ and otha1.•s 

all p~acticed tynes of buptimm. 9 But whoreas s.1ch baptisms 

·uere a 11 s 11'-a cl!Tl-'1.nis terec\, John' s b p tism w a s u11ique in this 

ro pc~ that the Word save 1t 1ts sign1fican~ contont. 10 

For o ch a bap·Gisn1 a baptizer WP.fl indiapena:lble• and hence 
11 

the surname . 

Jo!-..n• s aptiam Ol'ljoyed a urd.q..1.eness not only among his 

co,:1t0mporaries., but more i1upo:r-tant., in the prophetic host 

tha 'C hacl gone on bof'ore • . Alno11s tho Ol.d 'l'estmnon·G prophets 

-------
( oi-1 York a11d .,ondon: Funli:: e.nd Hasnslls eo •• 1906):, 1 . 
146. 

BA . Oepke• "(3~r; c1 cr1:,Js 11 t1 Theol.ogiechef !foerterbuoh ,Z!:S 
_1euon estan1e~ edited by Gerhard ,ti ttol Stutt~at"t: Ver-
1ii!; von \·7. Ko 1a1 ,er. 19.33 ), I • ~!•• 

9Fo:. .. u cUsouss1on of the proto iiy~cs,s o~ Joh.11' s baptism. 
of' . Carl u. lCraeling • Jo!'-..l'l t ile Bnr,tist (i ew ... ork and London: 
ChEll"les Scribner's Sons. 19>1}"., PP• 95- 122. 

l.OThe si3nirioanoe or John' s message for the content of 
his baptiam will f'orm t he biu-den of' tho next throo cbaptors. 

11Adolph Schl a t t er0 or .l!!;ranp:elie t •.iatthaeus (Stutt• 
gart: Cal wer Verlag. 19J~BT; P.P. 53 rr. 

PRITZI ... nF.F -re,. OP!/lL I!ERARY 

s·r. L LlS, l~O. , . .. . 
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the symbolic deed wo.s an importnnt :tnstmmmt f'or coDJmL1.nica• 

tion. But in a sonce :lt a lao ho1ped bring about what it ·1-1as 
· 12 in tended to expre 02> • Dr. \·J.hae ler Robinson arrives at thB 

f ollowing conclusion: 

The S!flllbolic desd ••• Zoreibly oxpresses the divine 
purpose ·ro o t hers., since actions speak louder than 
t-ro:.. .. ds. But t here is sometlllng zr..ore than this• saue
thi:ng brouBht over f'roin eSI"lic:n:., phaseo of the im1.ta
tiva act. The Prophetic act 1s itself a part ot t~..e 
"1:tll 21: Janweii, to whose coiii1iie~e 1ui.ril'lme11t ll 'iio!'nts; 
.U _gpinrm ttia ~~ will nem.- er ~ !B! compietion ,, ~ on-
l.i as declaz--":!-.M, :! t , but in somo small. deP.ree as ef!"ect-
3;n~-X1i• 1t-correspoiias -..1.ttnfilie p~ophet!c per?ect of 

r c?m SJ1.'lia.x0 by l.'\:)garcl.ing ·the will o:..: God aa already 
f'Ul.f'~llede ~ 

:.r this be i,l'IIUE> of the syti1bolical a et:lon oi'' previous Qld Tes

tsment ~ 110_ h ts, 1 ~- io uni quol y ·true or ·ch9 last Ol c1 Toste

ment prophet.. Johl11 o s~bolical net , his baptism, conveyed 

r:,vex-ything which his n1es snge p:;:aoclaimed . As ,Tolm proclaimed 

t1"..o nearness o f the IC:lngdom of God,. so bis bap tisn1 opened 

the dom- o.r i t3 t:t,.resh.'l').old. ll1- As John preached rope;.'ltance. 

so his b21>tism errected r epantanee and conveyed ror ive

nesa. 1!> As cJohn bore witness to a I•li ghtier One r,1ho ira.s ye t 

to come, eo alS> his baptism we.a to be superseded by a groat-

12cr . Josh . 8 :18 0 ~6; l Ki . 22:11; Jer. 27:1-7; 
28:10-l.4. 

131i. w. obinson:, 91:g l'es "tament .i:.ssaxa, edited by D. o. 
Simpson., as quomd i n w. F . "f emi~lgton, The New Testament 
Doctrine .Q,l Baptism {Lonclon: PCK., 19_s.3r;-p-;-"21. 

l 4Ini'ra, Chapter III . 

lS.!nfm., Chapter IV. 
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In sum.1'la111y !)~ tbis chapter t1e conclude that John• tl°'..e 

lmat o.r the Old Testament pr.:,phot.-;:i afS :i:.).'.1. jah Rodivivus who 

was tor Olil'i.ore all thinrs:sQ enjoyed a unique prophetic mis

s.:lon. H:ls ».nic.:,,ue ne111a-• porTJ'LlcT't1J .S--::Llj.,,.eady indicated that 

· a oo.p t!s:m we.a a v.n1qu.e ·token of" 1is prophe ·ic oi'fico. 



Cltl\P'!'r.£8 !II 

11The ?' ingdom is e. i; Hand l 11 

Jo· -• s bnp ·tism stood as t\ uniq120 prophotic symbo1 or & unique 

Old Tes tnn1enii prophetic o~f1ce. Il1. this o.nd the succeeding 

tt· o ch . ters i t 'tdl1. be the bt:1.:rd.en 0£ thio theeis the. t John' a 

bapti sm t-j s an .:1nact\'llent o~ his charaeteristic Ol d Testa-

:n n t 1uessage. By this is meant that John' e baptism eff'ected 

wh!l t h i , mes age proc1.aimGd. The prob1em i n this cbapter t-51. ll 

bo to d emo etrate th~t Jol".n• a baptism opened tho door into 

t he Ki ngd.am0 the same Kingdom which .t"orr.ied a. eGsential fea

turo o:f' his preac·nng . 

~h.ei!l Jol'll."'l prencheci tnc Kingdom ox the heavens :, he again 

1denti!'ietl h:i.m'3e>lf a a an Old Testa1neot prophet. Fol" tho 

K:tngdo:,1 t•1as a characteristic 01 Testament term for the , 
sph er e o~ God1 s grac ious activity.-· ~.Zhils Be is pictured as 

~ 

lCine; over tm universe 1~-iich is His creation.,,:; the idea of 

being ICi1.1g al.ways illlplied contac t ,:-rl th His peopl.e. Hence 

i!e is seen 1uore speci~ically as Ki t over His chosen people• 

1-For the Old 'J;es tamen t backgrmm.d to Johll• s under
standing or ti"'le Kingdom., I &"l'l indebted to Pro.fasaor r-1 . H. 
Fr an~ umn • s unpubliahecl loc tu.2'os in l.fo.-r Tea ta.r:1en t · _eology. 

2E. g •• Pa. 103:19-22; Jer. 10:6•10. 

J 
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t ho people of Isra el. 3 Yet 1:or a.l.l His care over Israel• J!e 

ia not C1 looe.1 0 tribF.l doi ·ty. tto 1.mivera:il. tingship is the 

backG:t .. om1d and presupDoa1t.ion of Hi e t1on&l. l'dngship (Ex• 

19 : ,S) . .l!:v0n the 1'.Ut"ilSll k ings oT IsracJ. con tinua.l.ly serve as 

::i. o :,h tic 1 .. em:l nder ~-na t the tru:-or-,e ~ David is "the tr..rone 

of tbf; Ki ngdom o~ ·i;h.. ord over Israel." ( 1 Chr. 28 :S), m1d 

the kines hip of his su c cessore is u the k5.1-igdom of the Lord 

L the hands or t h e "ons of David" (2 Oh r . 13: 8 ) . But tho 

Da vic.1:lc l:::in.~;sJ:-..ip is not, ru.1.d cannot b e 0 the u lt11nate klng

sll:tp o! .. God in history. Fo1 .. tho prophets contin1~all.y po!:nt 

for 1<m.1' to a comp l e te and u l tin-a ta r aaliza t ion of •iihe which 

the avi dio kingship only partics1l expressed; namoly0 the 

l"ei gn o "' Go::. on· ea:::- t h (I•li c • 1f.: l.•8; I s • .$2 3 7 -10; Zech. l!p 9) • 

The si i~ieene~ of the Kingdom-concept for the pro• 

c l am'l t.io .. o f John is t wo!'old. In the .first place. the King• 

clon-concept :1. a h eavily .f.'reighteGl w1 i':h es cha tologicaJ. over

·i;onso. I t:., ult1.mato e ute.blishmont 1s always v1e1-1ed as a 1\1• 

tt.'!.r-e · vont11 n :tn the day'.' · ( Ia• 11 ~ 10). It is v1ewe~ as the 

f:l.n&l v icto!"1:ous act of God on b ebs.l.t' of lis people (2 Se=11. 

7:16) :, ·i.;he goal of a ll his t ory. Seeondl~b the King dom is 

God ' s ow71 deed.., where He alonei i~ F.u:t.er (De.n. 2:4!!.j. 

• r ·ol.e which the Kingdm11-coneex.,t occu.p1ed in the minds 

of Joh111 s co tempor ri es, mid the d,. f.ferent f orms w.hicb. it 

esaumed, is wal1 eummarizod by John Bri ghts 
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(The Old Testam~nt) io• in all of its parts. aufl'Used 
'toJi tb. t lw awarenec,s, or the rule of God over .His peopleJ 
i t i s upheld bl the hope end the long1nr,:,, eXDressed in 
a dozen divergent foX'lilS• fo~ the coming establishment 
o:r the Ki ng<lom o'f: God. By the tilne or Cm..,,iat this hope 
had., l-18 mi ..,n t s e Yo orys tE'.l.l.1zetl. in to certain major pat
terns . i'hese pe.tt e:-.--na, 1 i; must be underscoreC:, -,,1ere by 
no maann 11n.1. tually exclusive er contradic tory, but ·were 
oxpros sions oi t!°'..e sazne longi ng e.nd f'e.i th. There waa 
the ho~e· of polit ical ~estomtion, or independence from 
Rome through mili te.ry action led by the V.tessiah. This 
hope we associate specially 1d.th that group knoi:m as 
the Zealots., the nationalist par ty with!l'l Judaism. 
ThoJ.'"e we.a also the ideal o1' t h-a Holy Commont•1eal t h , pr -
valent pF. r t ioularly among the Ph~rioaes. These looked 
equal.ly t:01.. the exaltation of God 1 s people undel'" the 
r- lo of h :ts Messiah. But they expec"i:;ed this by God1 s 
e.c -cion, ::lot man 1 a,, a nd were c onoeq,uen tly chary or f'ol-
3:iuin"' 111es · ia.."'11 c p r"' ·tenders in tb.e a truggle a gaino t 

ome . They saw :lt e.s their c:lu:i;y to make actual th.a 1• 
deal o f the .!io1 ~r Peopl e of God t.hrougl. strict obser
va.'"lce o f: tbe law, snd -.i.f this were done , t:tod would send 
and oxa1 t h.is Mess:lah . F'inall:y, there 'tie.s ·the apoca
l ypti c hope=- (euc~. as that ~ a t expressed in Daniel and 
1 1:noch) of . t he catas trophic _it rvention of a od, and 
of the ~on of ·nn 1n clouds and glo~y to receive an 
e ter1 J. i.<:i ngdon1 ( c ~. Dan. 7: 33 - 1.q.) • 

. u •1h.e· John 1:..,,osumC!ld the Old Testament prophetic utter• 

e.noes about the Ki ng om., he was noi; speak ing e. new truth. He 

wet s ra · e~ resenting en old tru.th i u a ne-111 par.spective. "s 
111 

ease.go e bo i; t he Kingdom ~1aa: 7j )' ( I k' ~ I" , 1 t i e her.e I ~ 

?"eign of" God Inca1."'na·ce had become a rei\li ty in the Coming 

On a . God w:.~s oven then pealdng His J.ast de.finite •• ord. The 

fu lne s o'!: time :t,..ad cor11a. The ••nd wae ln\rtlod into the pre• 

se11t (1 Pet. J.p7). 'I'he age of Em.anue1 had da.1-med. God 1-1as 

present 1n the Word who dwelt among men (Jn. 1:14). 

Lt-John Bright, ~ Kingdom o~ God: The Biblical Concept 
and Its 1•.leani" ( New York and Nashvifie1--X-bingdon-Cokoabuey 
Prose, c. 1953, P• 191. 
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JolmD th0n ushered in the ne1r1 a ge w1 th h1s startling 

messe.a e . ~~rk p1aoos his prepa:..~atoey activity at "the be

ginrdng of •iil'le Gospel of' Joous Christ.:, the Son of' God'! 

( le. J.=l. ) . !n e. very :..•eel sense., owav ar., John n evor par

t:lc:tpated :ln the n G~7 050. .Dur111 • his final imprisonment ha · 

etil.l •'-bou .,h i i t ernm o.f the Com1nES One. And. indeod., not 

unti l af"mr ii'aa ter and Pentecost o 1.1M men a. eek i.71. th full 

c o _viction of tne One to tlhon1 all t~...a p7.'ophots testified. 

:Cet this much is certa1.n,, ·that this Old Tes 'te.illent prophet 

pointed :rtlen t o t~"l8 it i nsdom; ti:J.D. t by virtue of h:i.s uniq.uo po

s:1 i;ion on the tl1.i:1esb.::i.old of the Kin o.om of God., it ,·ras tbroue h. 

h ie '!•1ord and wo1.ilt and mission tha t t h e way :tnt o the Killfl• 

com le., • 

J eus paid this high tribute to John 1n -1t. 21:23-32. 

T·_e passage 1$ an indic tment on t..~e part of' Jesus of t h e 

Phari ees . iiowover~ not only the Prui.r1aees inemaelvee, but 

Jetdsh opinion ;iunerally,, 1-1ould lmve h eld that their pro

spects of" entering tha Kin~dom 1-1ere of ·the beet, while t hose 

or the te.x- gatherors and harlots were inflni t es1ma1.
5 

But 

•iib.o startl.ing elemei1t in Jesus• p_ro1~ounooment was the oon1-

plete reversal of t'hat judgment, based on thoir atti~~de to-

1-m1~c1 John. Because the harlots m1d the publicans believed 

Jol.'ll'l• ·thay wont into the K ingdom of God. Conversely, the 

... 
.::>Alf'red Plummer, !,!! Exegetical Commen~ry: .sm the Gos• 

B,81 ~ ·ordin~ to Saint l•.aat~~ (Londons l!illiot Stoc_:, 
J.909:, p . 29 . 
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Phnrisees' refusal to believe John excluded them ~om the . 
'Kingdom. In Jesus I judgment 1 t was impossible to by-pass the 

Baptist in their quest for t he Kingdom. "Er hat die Uerr

sclu;ift Gottes verkuendet und die Tuer zu 1hr aufgeta.n.n6 

The condition ror entry into the Kingdom, then, lay 1n 

believing John. Believing John involved trusting and render

ing obedie11ca. This is the point. of t he pas:ia ge. God Him

s e l f , s pok e t},..rou gh John. John 1 s au thor1 ty was the same as 

Chrie·t• s own. It was of h eaven, an admission which the Phar

i sees were not willing t o make. Hence to obey dOhn was to 

obey God, to s ub111i t to t h e divine will, ~c:;o repent. This was 

to go i n to the Kingdom or God. 

Per tinent to this thesis, however, is the close connection 

between John's message of the Ki ngdom and bis bq.pt1sm. When 

Jesus declared that the way into the I{1ngdom lay 111 believing 

John, Ho at the saJil E> thue made a similar claim for JohD1 a 

baptism. The baptism of John rested on his authority as a 

~rophet. which had been received directly from heaven; that 

is, from Gqd.7 In the baptism of John God Himself acted.
8 

6J ulius S chnietr.i.nd , "Das Evangelium nach •att haeus," 
Das Neue '11estament Deutsch (Goe·tting en: 1/andenhoeck und 
Ruprech t, 1950), II, 217. 

71111.a tth.ew and Mark," ~ Inte ?-C> ete r 1 s lll,!,.!.2, ed1 ted 
by Georg e A • .Buttrick (New York: b l gdon-Coh ,sbury Press, 
19.$1), p • .$09. 

8 
Sch.niewi~d, 1:.22• sll• 

I , 
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Hie au thori ·ty to bap tize was the same as his author! ty to 

preach . "John's baptism waa the out-ward expression of his 

life's work , t.ho call to repentance. so t hat to •believe him• 

(vv. 2S.32) and to 1 be baptized by him• (Lk. 7:29 rr.) were 

one and t he same thing .n9 

The parable of the two sons (vv. 26-29) emphasizes the 

same though ·i:. . It speaks of men• s r elationship to the Fa t her. 

In app l yi ng the parable Josue concentrates on His hearers• 

a t t i tude toward John. McNeila sees a d:1:fi'1cult;r here. "The 

di .t'f1cult y a rises t•rom the f'aot tbs t while the parable speaks 

of 1 ... e lat i o11.a 't·r.U;h Goda t his verse ( 32) deal.a t·! th attitudes 

t owards the Bap tist.1110 But this is preci sely the point. 

God dealt t-ri t h 1uan 111 tJ:,..e message and bap tism of John. Their 

reln tion t o God was determined b ~ their attitude toward John. 

This is true also because John is described as coming 

in t he way of righteousness. The close connection between 

the Kingdom end righteousness is seen in a passage like Mt. 

6:33. The proclamation of the Kingdom 1nvo1ved pointing 

out the way of righteousness. The .tall significance for this 

thesis becomes more apparent in i\1t. 311,S. where in aubmit

ting to John's baptism. Christ f-~1fi11ed all righteousness. 

'J.'ho Kingdom, the way of righteousness. and JohD•s baptism are 

9A. II. t'le.Heile, The Gospel accord. to Saint Matthew 
(London: MacMillan aiicrCompany, i.td., 49'f, P• 304• 

lOib1d. 

FT 1 
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all clos ely relate~. 

'£ha t t.i->.era i s mor e than a :me:r.e, e."lternal rela t1onsh1p• 

howeve r., io demons tra.tocl in Lk. 7 : 29-30. ':ro r e ject Jom1's 

baptism was t.o reject God. •ro r eceive 1 t was to jl.1s t1:ty Go • 

In t his pa:3sa ge a !'e le. tionship to Goel. was d e termined by a 

s ·ta11d s pecifi cally to Johll' s bapt1. sm. Those tiho h eard Jolm 

justi?ied God by r eceiving als o his baptism. To ju3t1fy God 

is t o 11 2.dritl t t he ~~i gh teousness o:£ God0 111 making t.l].e s e claims 

upon tham and gre n til1n; t hem thsse op ortu..'11 t ies by being 

bap·t i ~ed. ull I n c o!lment:!.ng on t his phrase Zs.bu says: 

••• d0:.'l o.urch den 'l'aeufer va rkilndi g t en \L ll.en Gottes• 
dssz jederma.'Ul s i ch t au f en l aase. um Vergebung der 
Su er,den z11 empf'angen (3:3 ) . a l s e:1ne gel"eoht e For- . 
de~~ nner ltannt• 1nden1 i~e s:lch mi t der Taufe des 
Johannes t auTen lieszen . 

To justify God~ t hen, i s to acknowl edge God 1 a g racious r ule~ 

and. deno tea t h 111.unan ooun tcn ... pan of t he di vine rulersh1p ex

pressed in t he concept of the "i1:t:.gdolile Th:le occu1~1"Gd in John1 s 

be.p'l~··s111:, wh ich e i'f'e oted a r eal en trance i nto t he Kingdom. 

T1'..e. t J ohn I s be.pti s1u opened t he door !n·to the Kingdom 1s 

clea r mleo in the negative reaction o~ the Pharisees and law

ye2.""o. "By declining baptism [tne-:z7rrv.t a divine opportmli ty 

11Al f red l l ummor, "A Cr:l t1c~l a nd Exegetical Comr!len tary 
on tho Gospel aceord111B to Saint L1., ke," The Intel"D8tional 
Ori ti cal £ommen~;af, (Ne J Yol'kl ·c11ar1os Scribner• s Sons, 
1906), ;-~t rx:.:I11 20 • 

12~1he~dor Zahn• 11Das Evangelium des Luc11a.," !tommentar 
zum Nou en Testament (Le:lpzi51 A. De!cllert1 ach e Veriags
bucbhandluns Naohf'., 1913). III, 31S. 
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!'rom t h.am, a1'ld so frustmt ocl thO purpose s o .f God. 1113 There 

wa s no nl tarns. t~ve . The7 had barred t hemsel ves from the gra• 

c i ous couns 0J. or God by their refusa l to be baptized by J ohn. 

In aw1rmary tJe c onclude t ha t ,·i'aen Jo}-1.J.1. r esume d the ld 

Testt1ll'..s .t prophetic p r oclruimt i on of t he i115dom• he adcled 
.,, 

hie Ot·1ft peculie ..... 0011;.tr:!hut i onl ~ r'f I 1(£ V • !n clos e connection 

with hi s pr oe:t.ama tion o f t :he K.:tng dor,1 etood "is bap tism. The 

e.tti tuna of me11 'i.owal"•d him and ·i:ts ban tism determined thei r 

re:ia t .loi-iship t.o God . £•lore s pec1 . .f'iool.1:,., his bapt ism e.ff'oo ted 

entrance i n bo ·ths t K:1.ngdom. 

13w:t11:J.am 1•1e.ns011, nThe llospel of Luke, " Tt-..e Mof fatt 
~ 'l'estam011J!_ Commen:te.~y (Mew Yor lt a1'ld London:Hm,per and 
B~o the ra l?u.blish er s D n . d . ) , P • 82. 



CHAPTER I V 

In his cey for repento..,00 John paral1aled the Ol d Testa• 
l m-ant propllEatic ideal of r epentS?'i-ce . In t~he Old Testament 

~~e maot a concep 't;iou of: z-ep~ntance as a rQmrn to God. It 

:i.s a J e roone.l r.epel1tsmoe boce.uso sin ia persone.l . There is 

e.lway an "I-:i.:hou11 reJa .. ionship bet-,neen God a nd ~n in both 

oin ru.1 ic,epGntan ce. This personal rels. tionsl"t..ip ie brought 

to classical ex r oasion il1 Pa . 51:!p 11Aga1nst ~ . Thee only 
2· 

have 1. sinned. " Sin ia apostasy from God. Repentance. 

therefore~ ie a radical reversal. . The Hebrew term .:l•1 tJ 
memns to w.:;. .. n , •:•o ret-.1r11, to turn abou.t . 3 Repentance, then, 

is al.so personal, a 1-se•turn unto the Lo1.•d (Amos 4:6) . It in-

vol.ve obed:1'.:>l'lCO to the will of the Lord ( Jer. 34:1$; 26•3-S) . 

It me:?.ns tr-aat :l.11 the Lord.o not in others (Hos . lip); Is. 30: 

1$). It involvos c. turning away from all ev110 a com!)lete 

1For i:ihe Old Tostar.ient be.ckground of the concept of 
repentance I am indebted ·to l>rof'essor l-1 . H. PranzIP.ann•s un
published lectures 1:n New Tes -t.au1ant 'Theolo8'J'. 

2 Cf'.. tho analogy to the uni'ai th:t\11 'Wi f'e in Hos. 1-3. 

3Gesenius0 Hebrew and Chal.dee .:.,oxicon to the Old Testa
ment Scl'ipmres, translated fromthe r..a t1n by S:-P-;-¥rngel,les 
(Grand R~:idss ~m. B . Ee:rdmans Publishing Co. , l9l~9). P • 807. 
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br eak ,d th evil ( Es • .33:ll). Final.1,-, ~nd of g r eat signi

f icance, t..itls turni11g, this repentance i s Gocl1s work '(Pa •. 

Sl:10; Lam. S:21; l Ki. 18:37). 

Thoueh later legalist!o Jildaism made of the i1 J.. l lJJ _-;; a 
T ; 

syne~gi s t i c c on cept, John renewe d t he cey o~ the prophets in 

- his demand . .for universal, radi.ca l repentance. This basic noto 

of 1"..is preach i ng i s already f oreshadowed in the a nnouncement 
> , 

of n!s birt h t;o Zech.arias (Lk . 1:16 ). There t he vorh .£ 7T •~T.f£cp£ c 

i s u sec:l t o reproduce the idea i mplio1 -~ in ::J.. :-J fd • Mt • .3 :2 

1 a the iu."'&da111en tal i t ern in John• a • 

p z·oa ching togethe r wi t h his announcement of t he i nuuinenoo of 

tllo Kingdom. This l"Gpentanco l•78.EJ to be univer sal. Not onl7 

were t h e notorious s inners . t o ~open t (Lk. 3'i 12), no t onl7 the 

Gentil e s oldiers (Lk. J:14), but particularly also t he pious 

Jaws, who t hought they had no need {Mt . 3:7). John demanded 

a cor11pl ete ehange, a t otality which was to br1ng a bout a 

corres poncli:ng cha11ze i n the ma~'1.0r of 11.fe (l-it. 3 : 8-10). This 

lif e t•ras to be one o.f love and rightea-.isness according to God's 

will (Llc. ,3:10•14,). 

Jolm.' s ~ree.ehing of repentance r e ceived i ts urgency from 

t he i mminence o.f the in-breaking of the K1nsdom. Be knew 

himself to be l.iv1ng and preaching in eschatologioal times. I I . 
The l{ingdom or heaven was at handJ henoe his call to repent• , 

a nce (Mt • .312). God's judgment ,-ras near; already the axe was 

la1<1 to t h e root (Mt. 3:10). Ropontance toJ'os i;he only fl~ght . 
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.t'rom the 'tr~th to come (Mt. 317-8). Yet therein lay also 

the wistreeaed, but implicit prmnise of hope. God's gra

c:tou.s rule:, His Kil16dom came tbroucsh such repentance. 

W:lth the preaching of repentanco John connects the bap

tism of repentance. That they have a close oonneetion :l~ aesn 
, ' 

i n I•l t . 3: 11. 1·1h0z,e c'fohn c laims to bs.p tize s- , .s fa £ -z 0t v c trA Y ; 

an :':.n 1-Jk. 111.(. it is recorded 'that h:ts was a {J;,,Tfz10-p11.. _µ£,~- \ 
I , •t , 

¥:: 1 ~s 1;- u;, 01 ff 1T1v. In both phl--ases ttio ~' ~ denotes the ._:.oa1 

or p1.u•pose.1l- The e?;td o f' John's baptism was bot.~ repentance 

and for 1vanoso.S 

'i'hc .fi1'..al question0 1meh debatod., is whether John's bap

i;ism symbolized. the l'epentance wh:i.ch h e d emanded, or ':'i.'leths?

it act-ually oon:re1.'red repen.tanco. Gould in lh2_ Intemational 

01.1 i ti~.!!! .Q.Qm!!i,0ptarz favors the s Jmbolieal view: 

The genitive /_fn ?;lark 1.4: ,t1£-r:~ vc.frJ sJ denotes the s1g
n:t.1.'ioance of: the r1te0 t~e im1a:r.1 d aot of which it is the 
ou tward eisn and plad~e. 

Piepar,, f'oll.ow1n3 in the trad1 tion of the Lu ti!:leran dogma t1-

cians,, asserts that c'.lohn's bapt:t:sm bad full sacramental s1g• 

niricance,, with vis clntiva and~ erreotiva,7 Schlatter 

4g. :1. St-1e·te., The Gos»el aocowitjg to Saint •iark (Lon
don: Ma ci•lillan and-ro •• Ltd.·, 1909 , P• 4• So also Adolph 
Schlatter,, Marki;_!_, S!£ !!!var;elist ~ gi!, Griechen (Stutt~ 
gart: Cal.war Verlag, 1935 , .9P • 21-:2~ . 

~ 
;.,.Ezre. i . Gould, "The Gospel aocorc1ing to Saint Mark., n 

The Int.ernatioBQl Critical Commentar.z, (New Yorks Charles 
Scribner's Sona, 1905); VII, 7. 

6Ibide -
7Francis Pieper., C'nristian Dogmatics (St. Louis: Con-
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includes both views. that repentance is tho condition and the 

effoct of baptism.8 It le difficult t.o solvo the problem 

on purol.y 1ingu.1st:tc. synte.ctioal, a,.e h1ator1ea.1 grounds. 

The answer ultimately rests on theological g rounds. Thia t he• 

sis co11clv.d.es ,:,; i th Behm: 

The cmnp1ete change of human exist ence for the coming 
aeon is God's activity in baptism; God creates for 
B:!mseli' through the escha tological sacrament o~ John• s 
baptism a congr03&tion at-miting the coming salvation. 
a congregation o'f' the i---apentant. )t(,,,7d v ::.- rJ. is both: 
Gocl1 s 6i i't and man I s respo,q.sib111 t'y'. God boa tows in 
baptism conversion /jindtehE,f~ man is directed :ln the 9 call to repentance to all.ow hi1nself to be thu.s gif'tod. 

In awumary of ~chis chapter t-1e conclude that John rene1-red 

the pro :,hetic cx•y for radical repentance 0 a return to God. 

This demand he connected t,tl th his baptism, which both pre

su p osed and effected such repe11 ··snee. 

cord!a Publishing House, 1953), III• 280. 

8schlattor. !g_g,. cit. 

9 cToba:r.nes .Behl;i, 11 ,,t, E "CO: v o, ci O " Theolog1sches Woerterbuch ™ Mau,en Testament, edited by Gerhnrd Kittel (Stuttgart: 
Ve:rlss von l-1 . Kohl.hm1Ut1.er, 194,2), I\f • 996. Transla t1on from 
t he German my o-;.m. 
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J OHf.PS BAP'l'I SM: THE ~NACTl·IE'IT OF EIS H»SSAGE 

" There Comes One 2.f'tor Mol" 

The f'ina1a a nd f or purpos es of this th0sis. decisive ele

ment of John' s message. wh ich i'i nds an enacted count erpart in 

his be.pt :i.sm, e.re his words conc e r ning the On0 t-1110 was to come 

a..fter him ( J n . J.:27 ). This sayins al.so i'ir.i.dS its 3>aral1el in 

the Synopt ics (I-:i.t. 3 :ll:; Mb::. 1:7; Lr.. 3 :16 ) • 'Z'ho i mportant 

fa c t in al1 o f' these accoun ts is t he humility id.th which John 

c haracterized his mission and mes s age a s a preparatory ona. 

Ba disnv01 ... 1ed . any c laim that his was t..'ioie f i nal ·word. Consequent

ly h i a baptis m, too, anticipated a greater one yet to come, 

rr1hich woul d at t he sa111e time bo mol."e complete. In this res• 

p act John again showed h1.m.solf' as the last Old Testament 

prophet. 

The e.i r was c~.arged with I•1ess1e.n!c expectancy. Long cen

·tu i .. i es 1"'£ d pe.csed . oince a prophet had arisen. ~ pectat1ona 

of pre- Mes s i anic prophets were rit"a. I n 2 Es ar. 2:17 we read 

of t he hope for the rctturn of Jeremiah end I saiah. Jesus Him

self' was considered b y many to have been cd t her Jeremiah or 

another prophet returned (Mt. 16:~.; lU'J.k . 8:28 ). The deputa

tion from Jerusalem inquired of John whether he were Elias or 

7 
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l 
that P1 .. o~het (Jn. 1:21). Tlle veey faot that John baptiF,ed 

e.xci ted these hopes 1 

The r:l·~e of bapti sm had e. l•eas:t nio s1gnif'1canae. for 
i t was GXpec ted that a gen e 1"al purification of the peo
pl o would take place beforo the com~ or ~lie Messiah 
(.l!tz. 3 6:2.$; Zeeb . 13:l; I s • .$2:J.S). 

But John took pains not to allow himselt' to be identi

fied 'Tlrl th e.11y ot these ea cha tol.og1cal f'1sures. Ho empha ti

aal.ly dan-i ad any cl.aim to such n ames., per:t,..sps bece.u.se or tho 

curren·t misconoe1,tions raga1 .. d! ng the t•Jess1m1ic expectat1on.3 

Th0 onl y ti t l e vtlth whieh he desit :~ted himself was 

(Jn. 1:23) . Thie is a term of service. l:ess colored with poJ.

itice.l over-tones. But at the oame time it appropriately 

charactar:i.zed his mission as the lay-preparer, as the on . }Tho 

, 
- The identity of " ·that Prophet11 in the thinkina of tho 

J ews :ls di.rf'icu1t to determine. I:;;1 the context of' Jn. l: 19-
27 it is ob,rious t t ..at Jewish exagetes applied Deut. 18:l.$ to 
an eschatological f i gure separate f?aom the ) ess iah and Elijah . 
Wil<enhai,.sor conjectures tl'l.a t they may even have expected a 
return of' Moaes himself'. Alfred Wilcenhsuso r, "Das Evang elium 
nach Johannes:,;: ~ ?fe11e Testament (Regensbi1rg: Verlag 
Friederich Pu.stet , 19liBT., IV0 51. 

2G. !-! . c. MacGregor, "The Gospel. of' John," !h!, Mgffe. t t 
New Testament Commentarz. ( New Y 0 r k and London: Harper and 
~rothers Publishers, n~d.), P• 2S. 

3t'1e neod find no di?fioulty" 111 tho fact that John con
sistentl y denied the t i t l e s which Jesus applied to him (Mt. 
11: 9, 11{-; 17 : 11.f!'.; 1-nc:. 9: 12•13; Lk. 7:26). Hoskyns comments: 
11 Thero is, however, no real contradiction, for it is one 
thing to be nnmed .i:.lijah by the Christ, but quite another 
f'or a man, even f'or a prophet, to assert' 1 t of 111msel.f J just 
asi t was one thing for Simon t o be named by Jesus Peter, 
whereas it 11ould have been quite another had he said of him• 
se1f11 •I am the Rock.• u l~. c. Hoalcyns• ~ Fotirth Gospel• 
edi t ed by F . N. Dave7 ( .i.,011don1 Faber and Fabor. Ltd.• 19.$0) • 
P• SJ.. 
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called a na tion ba.ck tox- epentan ce. For 1t harks back to the 

rich t·les sianic content or I s . 40:3. S trathmann make s this 

observa t :ton : 

••• dor Taeufer bezieht s1ch s ohlieszlich auf das Busz• 
und Ver he:tsZL'!.!"'..gswort L."'l Beginn aes zwei ten Jesaia (11-013 ) • 
ua ch welchem e ine S t 1mme auf'f'ordert. f'uor die erloe
sonde Ru e ck fuehl"".ing dao Vo,lltes I srae l aus der Ver
bam'It1--rig den ··eg des Herrn in der Wuos t e zµ bahnen. und 
bezeicb.net sich e ls diese a nonyi11e Sti mrri.e .li• 

The climax of t he Bap tis t 's selt'•effaeement i n view or 
the Coming One i s r eached in h1 s t'ems.1. .. lc i n ,Yn . 1:27. ii.a.er e he 

declex-ed ·jjha t he wa s :not worthy_ e"1en to loos e His s hoe la t ch

et. Tha ful l significance of t his lmmility can be s een from 

a se.yi n g of 'the 'lih i r d c en t ury Ra bbi J osl'.ua ben Levi: 11Bvery 

s ervice wh:J. ch a slave p e l"f'ormo fo1 .. his master a pupil will do 

f or i'i..is teacher0 m:cept loosing hi s s hoe. t1S J ohn' s v i ew of 

ni inself' is also entirely consis tent with the judgment of the 
. 

Xourth evangelis t . when i n his pr ologue he c~..s.racter izes the 

Bap t ist es a wi tness, who uas h imsel f' not t he. t Li gh t (Jn. l: 

Tb.i s op inion of h1:uself' ancl his missi on J ohn t ransfers 

also to his 'baptism. A.rte%" his consistent refusal to be 

labelled as one of tlw eschatolog!cal fi e;,,.rea. the Jerusalem 

4a ermarm Strathmann, "Das l!.'va ngeliu.'"Tl nach Johannos. n 
~ ~ Testament Deutsch (Goettingene Vanden.lioeck und 
Huprecht• 1951), P• 11-S• 

SHer mann L. Strack an d ? t1ul Bil.lerbeck• Kommentar zum 
Nouen Testament aus Talmud l!E. ~asch (i'•!uenchen: c. ~ 
~ eck•sohe Yeriagsbuchhandlung• r922-1928 ). I• 121. 
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delegation demanded ·to know w~ John baptized. His reply 

indicates that he assigned a similar preparatoey rols to h1a 

baptism. 11:tiur mi t Wasser t&uf't er; das 1st kein Uebergrif'f 

in die Aufgebe des Messiao. 116 That he was at1are o~ the more 

comp1ete na·ture of ·the camine; baptisn1 appears from Jn. 1:33. 

But his uas not yet the baptism o.f' th.a escl1atological daJ' of' 

redemption . 

It is thus su ... .ficiently clear that John regar•ded his work 

as n1<.n~oly preparatory ; tha t his rtd.soion and message wore to 

be l"eplace d by t he C:omi11i:J One; tba t his ba.ptism• too, wou.1d 

be su_ rseded by a greater ono. It has been the burden of' 

thiG thesis thuo i'ar to demonstrate that. though the Baptist• s 

mis s ion and massage were merely preparatory and thus ch&:rac

ter isi·ice.lly Old Testament in nature. nevertheless they e1'£eo• 

ted through. his baptism a real entrance into th.a Kingdom, and 

that by way or errecting & genuine repentance. It remains now 

to inquire 1.'l"J. o;•,hat way h is message and 'bap·tism l-.rere transcended 

by the Coming 01?e • 

John's mess age concerni11g the Coming One wee twofold. 

h t. 3 :12 records tmtt John preached H1m as the l!«ecu.tor of 

God• s tJra th. Herei11 lies the first aspeot of the answer to 

our question. John preached the wrath of God (Mt. 3:7-10). 

But whereas he a1u1ounced it, the Coming One. the 11ghtler 

6 Theodor Zahn. "Das Bvangelium des Johannes•" Ko:pnentar 
zum Neuen 'l'estam.ent (Le!pzig: A. Deichert• schE> Verlagsbuch
handlung Nachf.~ 1908), PP• 114-llS. 
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One executed and ef'tected it. Sin11larl.y Jo.hn-bore w1 tness 

to the Coming One as the Lamb of Gor.l that taketh &WBJ" the sin 

of the world (Jn. 1129). But a5ain• wher eas John pointed to 

Him as the One who would take away the sins of the world, the 

Com.tng One actually effected and imparted that forgiveness. 

Although this may seom someuhat obvious, nevertheless it 

bas a d e c1o!ve bearing on the problem or the relationship be• 

tween the two baptisms. John's 111essage and 'baptism had val• 

i di ty and e~fected its divine purpose, not in its own right, 

bu. t only in vie11 or the ComiQg Ona. He expressod this signi• 

f'ioan·t difference 'td th regard to his characteristic activity 

of ba tizing in the words of Mt • .3:111 "I baptize w1 th water; 

but He . td. th tlla Holy Ghost and w1 th .fi~E>. ti 

At this point an exegetical problem arises as to the 
A 

meaning of ,rV'i "';P' Cl.. 
... 

and TTvp • Bruce :i.n Bxposi tor• s Greek 

Tea tament feels that both are tel"!l1s of judgment. 11 71 Vf; 'JJ.,~ /,: Y .-c, "/ 

ia a stormy wind of judgment; holy• as sweeping away all that 

the wind 1eaves."7 Schae.tf'er in the Lutheran Commentau sees 

in both terms a 1>r02nise of' grace. The fire is not the same as 

in verse 12. but rather a figure of the "e.f.feot or power 

(Acts 1:8) of the Baptism of the Holy Ghost.n8 The oaaaenaus 

7A. B. Bruce, "The Synoptic Gospels•" .!!:!!. Bxpositor•a 
Greek Testament (Grand Rapids: \1111. B. Eerdmana Publishing 
co •• n.d.)• I• P• 84. 

80.harlea E. Schae.f.fer. "Annotations on the Gospel 
according to Saint ba tthew. n The .Lu thoran Commentary• edited 
by H. E. Jacobs (New Yorks - Tiii"ciirlstian Literature Com
pany. 1895)• P• .SS. 
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of the ma jori t7 of exegetes, h.Qwever. apply these two tarma 

to the twofold aspect of the work of tho Coming Ono, wich 1a 

one of judgment as ·trell as grace.9 If th1a latter interpre

tation be correct, th.en 1n the baptism of tbs Coming One 'both 

of those activit ies are effected. The implications of this 
10 baptism are resaI'Ved for a later chapter. 

But hare it must be 11oted that td th these ·words John 

a gai n points to the transitory nature of his baptism, and 

tha t in v i ew of the irinnenent new order, the a ge ot the Spirit, 

th day o f t h e new c·ov.enant which the prophet Jeremiah had 

1'oret old ( J e r . 31:31). 1rhis new a ge ·was to have its own bap

tism, cons 1otent w1 th the neu 01"der which would replace the 

one in which he stood. S chnic:n-1ind comments 1 

Das Alte wird begraben, damit ein Neues werd.~. Dies 
Neue, das ltommen soll, wil-d hier als I Taure mi t dem 
Heilig e11 Geist• bezeichnet. •no1.lger Geist' war das 
i·1ort das die unmi ttelbare Gegen't1art Gottes umschroibt, 
schon :lm Alten Testament. So war es gedacht. wenn 
cler Messias selbst soit Jesa:ta 11,2 als der Traeger 
des Geistes Gott es b0schriebe11 wird (Mt. 1:20; I-ik"• 1: 
10 ff.). Aber er g ibt auch den Seinen den Geist. und 
clas wird o1ner Taufe gleichen; der Geist Gottes witd 
•au s gegossen.• so lautet die staendige Redeweise. 

9Thus 0 e.g ., ii . c. Allen, "A Critical and Exegetical 
Comman·i:.aey on t..lte G·ospel a ccord1ng to Sajnt Matthew." The 
Iaternational Critical Comments.!'; (New Y~rk: Charles Sor1b
n e r1s Sons, 1907,), XXVI; Ju.liusScimiowind, "Das Evangelium 
nach A' tthaeus, ' Das Iifeue Te~tament Deutsch (Goettingen: 
Vandenhoeck und Rupreoiit; 19 0), II; and Ac1olph Schl.att er, 
B!,£ ~vangelist ·7atthaeus (Stuttgart: Calver Verlag, 19481; 
!,g_ 109. 

lOinfra_. Chapter VII. 
1

1schn1ew1nd• .22• c1 t., PP• 24-2S. 
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In summary of th1a chapter we c'lnclu.de that John' a con

sistent denial. o:r my claims to tbB ro1e ot J~eac:!.ah are re

i'le cted al:so in his statements conoem1:ng his baptism. Aa 

hi s mission ·was to point to One yet to come, so also his bap

tisin, the token of a passing ordorD would be replaced by a 

greater one, c~nsistent with the new a ge of the Spirit just 

ds.1-min g . 



OHAPTER VI 

OHR .CST, TH Ii'iJLli'ILLE.R: BIS ,BAPTISM BY JOKI 

Thus ~ar this thesis has concerned i tsel.f' 'W1 th the pro-

1:!.rni~..s.zay ch.'!lracter of John's 'baptism, especially in view of 

t he Cor, ing One. This ba1,tism r eached a d:mmatic climax when 

tv.at Cominr. One llimself appeared i ~ order to b e ~apt1zed by 

Jol't.n. It1 t~hat event bap 1;i sm received a d oc1sive1y new content, 

and th.us provided the linlt bet110en (Tohn1 s baptism end bap t ism 

as p~acticed l a t er by the Christian CAuroh. 

The ke 1· to the undel'"s tanding oT th e unique event lies in 

10:rclo or th.a Ba. th Q,ol: 
~ ---

"This 1s t-ty Beloved Son. in Jhom 

I 0111 wall- pleased" (r• t. 3:17; Pi le. 1:11; Lk. 3:22).1 These 

words aro quite a ppa rently a quotation :rrom the Ebed•Jahweh 

s ong (Is . q.2:J.). A cli.f.ficulty occurs in tlle tra .. 'lslat1on of 

the .l-Iebrew 7 7 ":j. ~ '1111th the Greek 
. , 

v;o s • . 
have orre~ed no difficulty , anc:l is, in fact. used in ~t. 12: 

17. But 
( , 2 

u I o s is a11 w1usue.l iiransle. tion. l'he rest o:r 

the quotation, howovei•• i s manifestly a re:feron ce to Is. la2: 

1. Jesua, the11, is here desi~;nsted as ·the Su.f'.tering Servant 

of God. 

1For our purposes it 1s of lit tle significance whether 
these words t·:ere heard by Jesus only, or by Jesus and John 
alone, or by all. 

2 C. , 

On th(I approi0r1a teness of tho C'roek use or v t o s :for 
·tl'le Hebrew "71 =,. ~ , 01'. Oscar Cullman, Baptism .!J! the New 
Testamont, translated by J. K . s. Re:td (London: SC!·l Press. 
Ltd., 1950)0 P• 17. 



30 

A variant reading in thfJ Lucan text round in Mmuscr1pt 

D reeds: "Th01..1. art rry Beloved Son; today have I begotten 

Trtee." Thia would undoubtedl7 be a citation from Ps. 2:7, 

the Royal Psalm. Th,.o removes the di.f.f1cul ty attached to the 
, ' 

word L> , o s , f'or 1 t is the common t:t-ansla t:!.on of the Hebrew 

. , 33.: 0 but the latter part of the passage does not agree 
• i 

with the para11el. a ccounts i11 the other Synoptics. Nes tle 

suggests both locations--Is. ~2:1 and Pa. 2:7--as the aource ., 
o.f the quotation.J This view would then s ee in the first 

be.l.f or. the <.1uota tion e. r e.ferenee prbmrily to Pe . 2: 7, while 

the la t tex, milf is tel-ten from Is. 42:1. 

Ps . 2:7 was applie d l a •iie?." to Christ after His resur

rection (Ac. 13 :33; Heb. 1:.$; ,$: .5). whan .t!e :ta desoribed as 

the . lor1£ied a.~d victorious King of the Psalm. The idea of 

e. victoriouo King t1as no t e. roreign one. Ia fact 1 t formed 

a large
1
part of Old Teat~ment ~essianic expectation.4 But 

t he impol"tan t consideration here is t,'l,a t at His baptism J"eaus 

1-,aa pzooclaimed to bo the Son or God in a unique s ense. The 

S on of God in a particnlar sense meant already i n the Old 

Testament the L"lessiah11 the divine King, who wss to establish 

God's new order. S Jesus, than was de cl.a.rad to be ~hat iting• 

.,. 
.;,Novum Tests.mentum Graece, edi tod by hberhard Nestle 

(IUneteenth edition; Stuttgart: Priv. · uortt. a :tbelanste.lt, 
1949L, P• 6. 

4cr. §..U~ra. Chapter III. 

SJu11us Schn1ewind11 "Das Ev an gelium nach ·latthaeus, 11 
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who a 3 the Coming One to whom John and his baptism bore w1 t

ness., fulfilled tl'l.e Forerunner1 .s cry: The Kingdom 1s at handl 

Howeval"o at the sa._,ne time Jesus was identi.f'ied as the 

Sut!"ering Sezavant of' God who had to suf:f'er v1car1oualy for 

His peopJ.e . To Him waa assigned tbs m!asio:"l which the Old 

Tes tament pr ophetically ascribed to the Suffering Servant. 
-

t ha t o f suf' .!"er ing i'or all and tak inr~ ·the guilt of' His people 

upon Himself' in His su.ff'er1Alg and death. "For he who is ad

dro.,sed h'l Is. 42:1 has ce1'"te.:lnly t o : .lfill the mission 'Which 

1 e 1nor a c losely des cribed in the 53rd ob.apter ot: Iso.1P.h. 116 

This t·~:ls a..'1. al .. r esti ng reve lat ion . Both con cepts, that 

of' t he v i c torious King and that ox t he Suffering S9rvant. were 

:knoun t o cont empor s.ry Judaism. But that the lessiah-id.ng 

should a t ~1e aamo t ime be t he Suffering Servant was an im• 

poes iblo conception for Judaism.7 Both. proph~tic concepts 

f'ound their !Ulf'il.lment in Jesus. In God's d1 vine plan of 

sa lve:i;ion only by being the Suffering Servant would the Nes

siah a lso be the victorious King . 

The revelation or. Jesus as the Suffering Servant removes 

a difficulty which seen1ed to have plagued t l1e early Church. 

\•fl1y did the sinless Jesus submit to a baptism wiiic.11. John had 

Das N'me Testament Deutach (Goet t 1ne,-en: Vandenhoeck und 
Ruprecht. 19.SO). P• 27. 

6 . . . . • • 
Ou.llman• ~!>..• S.~•: P• 18. 

7Ibid•• P• 19. 
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declared to be for repentance and romission of sin? \·/as this 

a tacit e.d!r.ission of guilt on the part of Jesus? An enrly 

attempt to oountar th.ts d1.f'i'1cu1ty ,.s seen in a well•lmown 

passage quoted by .Jerome from the GosTiel according .1a_2 ~ 

Hebrm1s: 

Beh old the Lord's mother and bret hr~n said to him~ 
Jolm t h e Baptis t is baptizing unto remission of sins: 
l et u s go and be baptized by h i m, Then ha said to 
them., \-Ille. t sin have I clone tm t :r shou l d go &nd be 
baptiz e d by hira?--'1.mless perc~nce th.is very saying 
of mine is a sin or. i gnorance . . 

Some .find in Mt . 3 :11.t.-l.$ an unb:i.storical. interpolati on en• 

deavorii.1r, to rr:.eet the same objection. 9 But as tlle Su!"f'ering 

Servant Jeous was baptised0 not for his own sins0 but ror the 

sins of others . Th!J.s He united .n:tmselr in solidar1.ty with 

di s whol e p e ot>l e . 

»'or Jesus this acceptance of John' a be.ptisn1 need imply 
no consciousness ot• sin save iI1 a corporate sense, but 
this icflntiricat1011. of hilnself with the peop le of God 
was involved in the cancept:J.on of Me sa.fahship wnich we 
know our Lord found in Deutero-Isaiah.-0 

Thus in e. vexry real sense Jesus• baptis1u was His inaug-

ura t1on to His lif'e 1 s t,rork . It pointed .r01 .. ward to the on ., to 

the C1•oae and !::mpty Tomb. It consecrated Him for the via -
cruoi3 ■ But more, and this is highly signif icant for this 

8As quoted by w. l'"' . Fl end.ngton., ,The !!!!, Testament Doc
trine ,SU: Baptisn1 (London: SPC'.d:., 195.3J,P• 27 ■ 

9,!2!g. 11 p. 26 • 
10 

l!?.!9.•, P• 27 • 
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thesis, Jesus' baptism joined 1nseparab1y the rite of baptism 

with His death and l'esurrection. Th.us He gave to baptism a 

decisively new content. John had bap tized with water unto re

pen·tanoo for the rem13s1on of sins. But hencet'orth such bap

tizing Xor the forgiveness or sins could be va lid and errec

ti ve onl y in vietrr of Josus' dea tb. and reaurrec tion. 

Th~ cormection between baptism and particularly Jesus• 

dee th is s t rengthened when 1-1e consS,der how Jesus Himself' used 

t he word .3,,,. n t { :S c.v. n Can ye be baptized with the bapt ism 

that I am baptized with? 11 (Mk . 10:38). "I 1"'..e.ve a baptism to 

be b -E p tizod with; a nd how em I s t1•e.i tened till it be accom:

pliahed f 11 (!.k . 12:50) . n both occas i ons J esus' use or the 

trD zsd p-" n 1. I ~- (..c) meant simply to die. and ee.oh tita.e He referred 

t H·• . ·'-h 11 o ..1.B o -m aea ~- • 

At Hi s baptism tne Spirit o r ~od descended in the form 

of a dove and alighted on His head. This fact 1s entirely 

consistent ~tlth th.a revelation of Jesus as the Suffering Ser

vent. According to the prophecy of eutero-Isaiah He w~s to 

b e the Bearer of Go d1 s S pi ri t. · 11 I h ave put my Spiri t upon 

H1111; He shall bring forth judgment to t..'le Gent1les11 (Is. 11,2: 

l). Some commentators s ee a oon:fliot between this narrative 

and tha account o~ Jesus' birth. Hot-1 !s it that He who bad 

11In developing this point C.ullmsn sees bere an explan• 
a t1on for the fact th.at Jesus did not Himself' baptize. "For 

im to 1 be bant1zed• 1'rom now on meant to su fer. to die f'or 
It -Bis people. Cullman • .2.2.• .e.U•• ~. 19. 

7 
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been conceived by tlle Holy Spirit n ecled at the occasion of 

1s baptism S.l'lotll.er ou t - pour1ng of the Spirit? Schn!e i'ind12 

m1dertakos to ana11t!lr t his chara;a by emonstrating a ·threo.f.'old 

Nea Tes tament c oncept of' Jesus as the Bearer oX God' s Spirit: 

e) a s the triumphe.nt. exai t ed Ono (Ac . 2:33 ) J b) in nis workn 

on earth aa being i'Ull o~ the Spirit (Mk. 3:29 ; Jn. 3134); and 

c ) the. t !'1. .. om tlw vory be5innins 1Iis life ·t1as de Germined by 

th.a Spi ri t as seen f'l-0111 tho bi1"th narratives . He concludes 

tl:'i..a -~ t~he1"0 is no co1-if.11o t. but rather a demons tra t!on of' the 

re:i. th ol' the oarly Chl. .. 1.s M.ans, who really se."i•; the p::. .. esonce of' 

God :!.11. J t,sus 1 porson &.nd life., 111 His birth• Ilia .;ork, His 

:;u•~ more i mport e.r.'l t r oz, tllis thesis 1s the fact t iat the 

descent ot: ths Spirit oc01.,rred at the occas'r.on of' Jesus ' bap• 

i;is\u. Ti"»J.S s gs.111 bap tism us.a g iven a decisive new content. 

The precise meaning of' the Spil"i i; in baptism must await a 

1a~.:;0:r chap ter. 13 Suti'ice it to say at tbis point that the 

r1 to ot. .. baptimn had under€one an inner transforzna tion. John 

had · ere·tofore baptized morely t-Tl th wa te1• . flencef"orth• as a 

direct result of the Spirit's descen;; at the baptism or Jesus., 

baptism was inseparably co1L~ected with the Gift of' the Holy 

Ghost. 

'!'hese tlfo new elements in connec tion with Josue• oun 

12 Schn1ewind., .o..R• ~ . • P• 27 . 

l3Inf'ra• Chapter IX. 
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baptlsm--S i s death and rosu:rreotion and t he gif't or the Holy 

Sp1r1t--al s o shed light on Hi s s tatement previous to His 

bapti sms n Thus :1 t b ecome th u a t o .tult111 a11 r15}lteousneas'! 

( i.'l t . 3:1,$) . "'hrough !li a death and res urre c t ion " Jesus will 

ef:t'ec t a a oneral f'org1veness, nllf. wh ich is conveyed by the 

Ho l y Spirit. Schlatt er emphas 1 z os ·tba t th'-s ful .f11lment is• 

therefore~ not only an a c t of' ob dienc e . but a lso one of 
lS l ove. I n t his way a lso Jesus• baptism is the ~oundation 

~or the bap t i sm which He later aut hor izes the Church to per-

~ 'he t;hurch i s consti tuted her e as t he l ocus or the 
Ho l y Sr,i 1•i t 11 as the Body of Christ crucified and ris
en. 1!1hus t'he bapti s mal dee.t h of Christ compl e ted one! 
f or nll on t he cr oss 1>asses over i n t o Church baptism. 6 

Thi s bapt ism, which He au tho1,ized His Church to :iJ6l•f'oi'"lll1 !s 

oaaentially t he s ame as t h e i.">apt1::;?a ib :i...;h e H:tmeelf expar• 

i enced. T"nua lle man1f'es tad Himsel.f as t he One who Has to 

baptize with t he Holy Spirit. 

That t h is even t is the i'ow1d..~t,.on for Cht-i stian bap tism 

is 1'1..11all.y and c on clt1.s ive l y evidenced :!.n i ts s pecif ically 

Trinitar i an char a cter . The Father's oormai s aion!ng and approv

i ng words in the ~ Qol ,:..rare a ddressed to the Son, who was 

to 0xecu te Hia will• a n d was a noint ed to that t ask by the Holy 

11!•cul.ll11an., .2.2• ~., p. 18. 

l.$Ad.olph Scti..lntt;er. Der .t.va n;i:elist .i:.la t thaeus (Stutt$8,rt: 
Celwer Verlag ., 19!'-8 ), PP• 69- 90. " 

l6cu11.man, .22,. ,ill., P• 22. 
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Spirit. This Tr1n1tar1a~ revelation repeats itself anew with 

each baptism embodying in its formula the ~orda or Christ's 

Commission to baptizo in the Name of tho Father and of tho 

Son and o~ the Holy Ghost (Mt. 28 :19). 

In sunmiary of this chapter we conclude that Christ. as 

the Fulf1l.ler o:r Old Testament 1',ess!anic prophecy. gave to 

baptism a decisi·vely net•7 content at the occasion of His own 

baptism. Thenceforth baptism waa connected with His death and 

resurrection and with the @ift of the Holy Spirit. Thus God's 

z•eden:p t i ve ac ti vi t y :!n baptism 1 s cast in to a spa cit'i cally 

Tr1ni tar:tan revel ation o~ Himself'• 



CHAPTER VII 

CHRIS".'!IAif B1\PTISM AS INCORPORATION INTO THE CHURCH 

The last cllapter pointed out that 1f..o1J.en Jesus was 'be.1,

tized8 the ri~e of baptiam received a decisive new content. 

differe n t .fro1u t he content 1t had hel.d prev:loualy. 'l."'a e bur• 

den oT ·i;ha la s ·t tm"'ea chap tars ,.t 11 be to a.l].ow that the ef

fects o:? John's bap tialll carz-y over i nto CLr:tst!an baptism. 

to which i t reveals certain airnilari"iiies . Yet. even these 

o1m11ar1ties 1.>3o., .. the 111arks of tho dec:tsivo new order which 

Clu .. is'ii ushGl-"ed !n and i·1'hich a r e ref'l.ected in 'baptiam1 s new 

content. 

Chapt er III dis cu ssed briefly Jo I s ccn capt of: the King

dom and the rols t-1b.ich it occupied L-i his preaeh1ng. It f'Ur• 

thor-more sour ht to d emonstrate that entrance into the King-

,a.om 1ms -,;•:ta J"ohn I s b~ tiom. A siillil ari ty to Christian 'bap

t ism i nm1ed:•.a tely pr esents 1 ts elf. For as Jo:ti..n I s ba.pt1 sm 

oponed the doo:r into tlle Kin'3dom. so a lso Christian baptism 

:ts the z•i ta or :tni tia tion in to the Cimrch. But these tHo 

ope1--ations cannot be entirely i d€rn'tical, a a is witnessed by 

Christian baptism's new content. 

An i r11portant question arises at this point. tlbat 1s the 

r6lationship b e tt-:een the Kingdom and the Chu!'eh? A brief' 

glance at a. concordanoo will dready indicate certain differ-

I 
I 
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ent emp.bases.1 l·lhereas the concept of the Kingdom as the 

sphere or God1 s gracious activity. characteristic of the Old 

Testament., carries over into a prominent position in the Gos

pels• it .falls into a position of secondary emphasis L"l the 

Epis t:b s. "The IC1ngdom" occurs about 120 times in the Gospels -

and eight times in Acts. I11 the rest or the books 1 t is found 

only a total of' 'l."Wenty-.four times. The predon1inant emphasis 

in later apostolic times :ls rather on the Church, evident f'rom 

the f'a c t that., 1,1h:lle '> ' I e IJ ~ ;11 ') u- I /j., occurs only in 1•I t. 16: 18 

and 18:17 in the Gospels, it is found about 110 times 1n the 

epistles. 

S cholars have given principally three answers to the 

q1 estion of the t>ela tionahip between the concepts. Some hold 

t he two to be identical. Otr~rs hold that the two are not 

the anme. Then there is a mediating view which holds ttiat• 

1-m i .b thoy are not to be regarded as identical by the Nell Testa

ment. they ere nevertheless always found in essential rela

tionship with each other. This latt er view is championed by 

t h e Swedish theologians. G8sta Lindeskog in a comprehensive 

essay on the subject2 otf'ers this conelusion1· 

l · Cf'. Ali'red Schliloller, Handk:onkordanz ,mm Grieahischen 
Neuen Testarnent (Tenth edition; Stu ttgart1 Priv. ~·Iuertt. 
Bibela11sta.lt• 1953), sub ~.,.o ,~~iDl • PP• 79-81• and E1oc}.,,-r1~ 
PP• 1~-1ss. 

2GBs ta Lindeskog, "The Kingdom of' God and the Church• n 
This Is The Chu.rah• edi tad by Anders Nygren. translated from 
tl'ieSwedTsri by Carl c. Rasmussen (Phi ladelphiat The Muhl.en• 
berg Press, 1952), pp. 136-11~7• 
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In ·the Ne-w Tes tam0nt s ense. t h en, the Church means the 
f'ollows i p or Cb,ris t her e m:1d nm.,r--th1s and nothing 
els o ••• The Church is no more identical with .the King
dom o:r: God thn11 Josus H1.mself i s . Bu ·~ one imist doubt-
ls a s say tha t e.00ord1ng to the early Cbr1st1nn concept 
the Chu.~.,ch r epres ents the cont inuation or Jesus• histor
ic activi t ;r. 'l'lle .full consutl'm'k."\ tion of the Kingdom of God 
dicl not oome e :lther t·1i th t ho wol"k or Chr1et in h1atol'J' 
or w:!. th the CJ.1urch . 'l'he wo?•k o f' ,je sus wc.3 to call t o 
the Ki ngdom of' God a n d to s ave i n tha 't Ki ;;13do.01. 'Ibis 
is also the task or the Oln:.r>ch . '!ho Kln...,dom ot"' God has 
not ye t come . bu t i t s p ot·1ers are at wor k both :!.n the 
li.fe o~ Jeous and in the Church (cf. Heb . 6:,S--C'll'is t ians 
sha~e :i.n the powers or the a ge to come) • In this s enee 
t he Church belongs to the Kingdom or God; bu.t the King
dom o f God is mor e the n t he Church. The Kingdo o God 
is a cosmic• ui1i veraal concep t , and therefore it ie the 
onl y 31gorou aly escha t ologi ~al ,concep t i n t he New Testa
ment. 

On t i_e basis of the .foregoing study the conclusion 1.s 

va l i dl y dra'Wl.l tha t Christian bap t i sm aa the act of incorpor

ation into t he Cht1r ch paral lels ~~e bsptia~ of John. those 

ba p t i s m ef fec ted entrance into the Kingdom. Th.e radically new 

e le ment of t he ?fow Testament, however. is that entrance 111to 

the Kingdom i s by way of the Church, which is to say. by way 

of .fellowsh i p ·with C'iris t . The l{:lngdom• conceived as the 

sphere of God's gracious activity, 1s in the New Testament 

focused in t he person end work of Christ. whose BodJ' is the 

Church. "-~Y lc.,,ather worketh hitherto. and ! work" (Jn • .$:17). 

In this sense, ·ttwreforo. we prop0rly speak of Christian bap

t ism as the act o-£ incorporation into the Chlu•cll; namely• that 

it effects a fellowship with Christ. It remains now to exa

.1ni1iie bapt1s111 more closely as incorporation into fellowship 
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with Ohrie t . 

'!'hf> ·t hought the t baptism brin gs one into r ellowship ,.,1th. 

Christ i s va riousl.y c;,xpres se d in the New Testament. In Gal. 

3:27 the verb expresses the idea of cl o thin~ onese1r with 
:, e' a. Chris t ( ~ v e. ou a~ er ue ) • Ro. 6:3•4- p:tctu.res ~"'do fellowship 

as a s m rir..g or His dea t h and r e surrec tion. 'l'he i dea of bap

t ism a s a covenant 'tvi th t he n ew I s i,el is i rn.pl1ed i n Ge.l. 3: 

27-29 . I ~• 
t O O lf r..,µ1.. gives yet a nothar picture . 

> • ., 
The expr ess ion ~ , s. • u O v C.LI d.. is common i n a coil'D.llercia l 
con t e t: ao1ne p roper ty ia "Oaid or trs.ns re1"red I into J-he 
nrunc1 of e oone 11 1 . 3 • ., i nto :i:is a ccount. So the person 
oapti~ed g j s._ .-1 ove.c.u. z.u ~ ,<up/oo b$:)aI"s public t estiu1ony 
that be bas become C'nris t ' s property. ~ . 

The di ~ rent prepositions used in camiectim~ wit h the bap tis-

n~ l i'ormu.la ( 
> 

l:'IS' I 

, ~ , 
E v , f! 71 L ) ., t hough each po 1•hapa bear-

il.15 a s ligh t l y d i f'.feren t conno tation., navort heless all convey 
r.:: 

·th e i de a of fellowship ·with Ch.::. .. 1st • .:, 

Onl y a supe:rt i cifl.l r eading will r ee.d a r ea l dit'.ference 

4-F. ~. i.truce, The Acts of the A.oos t les (London : Tlle 
Tyndal e Pi"'e ss . 1951,-;-p . 107:- 'Fi en1i ngton rin ds t he o r!p;ip 
of' t he expr es s i on w1 tpin Jud&iam., e s pecially i n v iew of t he 
.fr equ ency t.Ji t h which ;, ,,ll..JJ d.. o c curs in t he Sep t-ua gint. As to 
its mee.n i n g ., however,lll he als o concl :tdes t ~ t "the ' name• of'• 
f'ers a niar k or owne1 .. s ll1p. 0 w . .. ;o . Fl emi ng t on ., !h!, illew Tes t a
ment Doc ·t r1l1e o f Baptism (Loncio11: SP CK, 19.$3), P• Ji5; 

Sa :ruce under s ,;anda £"' i ns trumental.l y ; e . g .• in Ac . 2: 
38 , where he read s t he v c.:triant . " 'l'he name of' Je sus Chr i st i s 
an • accomr.>a'l1yi1_1.g circumstance 1 or t he bap tism. According 
to /_ActiT 22:16 tll.e p ers;!,D b!,l) t ized called at his bap tism on 
t h e name ox Je sus, er. £Ac t§/ 2;211 proj'.>a~ly b¥ way of con-
fessing .1'a1th i n Him. • • • Elf -r/J, 01,•o µot"t"t -r,voft 
[e. e • ~ .<\ c. 2: 38, ti es t l e t ffXN .means t 0 11 the ~ 'll. tllori t y of 
someone.• ct. Luke 2Ji:47. Bruce, .9.E.• cit., P• 98. 
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into tb..e various ob jects or the baptistnal fellowship with 

Chr13t. ihen the Net-7 Te stament uses the expressions or being 

'baptized 0 into Christ:' (Go.l • .3:27), or 11 in Bia Name" (Ac. 

10:43). or u1nt o His death" (Ro. 6:3 ) , or 11 1noo Iiis Bodyn 

(1 Cor. 12113 ). or into the T1•1nity (Nt. 28: 19) . it speaks 

o:f' di!"f'sren'l:; aspects o:r the same taing. The name identifies 

the pei .. s on and. h is work ( 1 Cor. l: 13). Bence to be baptized 

into hris t 1 s Name is to be baptized into His person and 

work. The same thoitght is express ed 1n the .phrase "baptized 

into His Body. " 1;Tha Body ox Christ into 1ihich we are bap

tized :l.s at t t:ie sa&"11e time the cru.cif"ied Body of Christ and 

H.1a r e sur•:i.--ection Body. " 6 And :f'ellowahip with Christ means 
7 

to h..ave f ollowship ·t-1! t h the Triune G(?d • 

Ba. tisn1al rellotrship with Ch.z·:i.st rests ultimately u pon 

His d ee.th ancl reourrectio11 . uThe ·whole work o'£ otu• salvation 

was a ccomplishad in Christ's death and I"eeurreotion. By bap

tism lrre were D1S.de partakers in the .fulness or this salvation. 118 

This t hought i s given c l assica l expression in Ro. 6, where 

Paul diecusses what takes place in be.p tisiu. '!'his passage• 

6oscar Oul J.1nan., Battis~ j;g the ~ Testament, trans
l.a ted by J. K. s . ReidLonaon: SCM J:'ress, Ltd., 19SO), 
P• ,30. 

1cr. Jn. 10:J0,,38; also i' ~1'"a, 01-t..apter IX . 'l1he Tri
nitarian baptismal rormula of" the Great Commission assumes 
the same Trinitarian presence th.et was revealed at the occa
sion of" Jesus1 OlAl baptism 

8r,. s. Thornton, The Common Life in the ~ of Christ 
(Londona Dacre Press, 7:9.So) • P• ~ - - -
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furthermore, reflects one olement of the new content which 

baptis1u had receivetl. at the occasion or His baptism. The 

pzaevious chapter s howed the. t in th~ r evel.e.tion of Jesus as 

the Suffering Servan·t. baptism was hence.forth inseparably 

connected with des th; and the revelation o~ Jesus as the 

victorious . Ieasiah-King conne cted bP.pt:lsm Yith reauri ... eet1on. 

Paul spolls out the i nrerencea of ~~is revelation 1'or Christ• 

i e.n bap tism. 

J esu s had be8n ravec.-\led as t he Su1'fer1ng Servant who ~,as 

to die a representative death .for H1e people. Paul seized on 

the s ame ·though ·~ i n Ro . S, where Obrist i s the inclusive 

Rep1 .. e oent.o. tiva or the people or God• or redeemed humani t,-, 

which con t :t i.1.\te s in l.mion w! th Hi m a ED rt of corporate per• 

sonality . 11 '1'11.at which. Chl.'"ist did and sut1'e?"ed on behalf' of 

1~kind is the experience or t he people of God aa concentrated 

:!ii Iim. n9 Th e onco-i'or-all even ts o :f Good F1'i day an ~ Easter 

stand behind ea c h separate act of baptism, so that this sac• 

rament is an act by which "the be l iever enters into all that 

Christ did a s his Representative, in that He was delivered 

up· for our traspasoes and raised tba t tfe might be just1i'1ed. 11 10 

Baptism 1s thlls a baptism in·to Christ's deat1, so that 

each perso:i.'1 uho bas been baptized may be said to have died 

9a. (-I. Dodd, "The Epistle of Paul t o the Ron1ans." The 
I·lof:fat t ~ TestaD1c:mt Commente.rz (New York and London: Har
per ani Bro thers, n.d.J, P• 86. Cf. also 2 Cor. 5:J.4. 

lOI'bid., _ • 87 • 
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Christ• s d ee.th i n bap t1amal. union with H1m. "In solidarity 

with Him we have died e.nd risen a ga in.nJ.1 This t hought 

aervea to explain the Bapt1et1 s "t·ior ds : 1= fie shall baptize you 

with the l-loJ.y Ghos t e1.'ld ltd th .fi re . 0 In chep ter V of' our 

thesis :t t was no tecl 1-hat this refer-red to the double aspect 

of' the ba t ism or the Coming One: gr aco and judgment. Tbe 

bap tism which Jesus au. thorized on the bas is of' His own bap

tism e..~d in connection with His death and resurrection is in 

tho full s ense a ,~eseent of' God's jttdgro.ent o:t sin upon the 

head of· e a ch p era on baptized. F ol., he shares . Chris·t I s des. th• 

t he £earful vi ~itati on or God's wrath f'or sin. In baptismal 

unio11 -rl t: J. Chris t he experiences Go d's condemni ng anger. 

__ e t; Chr~.s tian bsp l;iam is at the same t :!.me a s l.Bring or 
. 

Chris t '& r e sur~e c tion and. theret ore~ an axperience or God's 

6raoe11 b:y which we are included in His ulti:mete loving pur

Dosee. Karl Ba th points out ths-t God1s desi gn is e mcroi• 

.ful O:i.'18 : 

because t he shatterins and undermining and disi nte-
r a t i on which proceed :rrom it Ltne baptismal. sharing 

or Christ: a dea th7 a re the action of God; beceuse 1 ts 
nega tion i s posi tive and its power is the primal m th
or!ty; because tho rinal word s poken over t he r:ian of' 
this -world i o at once 1 e , and thrashhold, and oridge, 
a11d turning- point to the new lll8.n. rrl.2 

So also says r.,u ther: 

11Ibid., !>• 88 
12i<:arl Barth• The ~pistl.e .1Q. tg_e Romans, trsnslated 

from t he sixth e d1tlori bf L. c. lioslqns (London, New York 
and oron ·i;o: 0.1,rord University Press• 19 SO), p . 194 . 
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'!four ba.ptisrn is nothing le::1:a than grace clutching you 
by t ho t hroat; a grace-full. t hrottling , by which your 
sin 1a s ubmerged in order t hat ye me.y remg.in under 
grace. Come t hus to thy baptism. Give thyself up to 
be dro ,med in baptism and 11led by the mt.rcy of: thy 
dear God, oa,yi11g, 11 Drown me and tbrottls nm, dear Lord

1 i'or henoei'orth I will gladly die to sin w1 th Thy Son. 11 3 

Two extremes need to be avoided for a correct understand• 

in~ of tho E o. 6 pas sago. The one i th.at it oug.."lt not to 

be interpret~d in a me rely moral or symbolical manner. Those 

who have bee11. bap tized " wore baptized into union with, not 

merely obod,.ence to, Christ. The act 0£ bapM.sm was an act 

of i n corporation i11to Oh1.--ist.111la- Althaus o.lso warns against 

an oversimpl~rication: 

Abel" er f.J.er Ri m!iJ 1st e be n mehr a.l& Sinrdoild, naem-
1:i.ch w:.trkl:tche Bete111 ng an Christi Tod, Uebe-"trag• 
1111g des TodGD. • • • Der Ar1teil run Tocle bedeu tot aber 
zug l eich Anteil an dei~duroh Gottes ?-w.cht ge11irkten 
Auf'e1~1e ckun · Chris t '-. ;;, 

Tbs othe~ de.11.ger is to g ive the pe.ssase smae sort or mysti

ca l 1ntez•pretation . Such a vio1-i is comple tel.y foreign to 

Paul's t hought. Nygren comments tlms on this point: 

l'he truth is not the.~~, thro gh some endeavor on our 
part. Christ and that which happened to Him are to be 
introduced int o our lives. '!'he t ruth !s ra·ther that. 
by Go d 's action ws are 1nc1uded in• 8li made sharers 
of that which befell Christ. 'l'h.a t or t-m.ich Pe.ul speaks 

13r'iart1n Lu th.er. as quoted in Be.rth • .22• cit., p. 191~. 

14-ta.111am Sa:n.9ay a11d lirthur Headlam. " The Epistle to 
the omans,il l!!!! Inte!'!!ftional Critical Commentar:y (New 
York: C.iuu'lea Scribners Sons. n.d.), p. 156. 

lSPe.ul Althaus, "Der Briei' ail die .Roemer. 11 Das eue 
Testa1nento Deutsch (Goettingenz Vandenhoeck und ltuprecht• 
1949), Vt, so. 
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is a simp1e and unmystica1 reality. God has made Christ 
the heacl of' a ne humanity; e.nd into that new or~ic 
reln t5.onship he has brought us through baptism. l.6' 

No more or less ought to be posi ted concerning this bapt1sma1 

f'ellowahip tban 1,1:r.at Stoeckhardt said of it: 

~ir si.?ld au.f Christun1 getauft., das he:tszt nichts a nderes. 
a l.a d.a.s wir durch die Tau.re zu. Christo Jesu in Saziehlmg., 
mi t il"llll :1.n Verbindung und Geme5.nschaf't g ese t zt worden 
sind.17 · 

The New Teste.nient consisten t ly views Christian baptism 

os the sacr ~ment of incorpo~etion into f'el.lowship wi th Christ 

a11d His Boo.y, t h e Church. The que a ti on whe ther i t were abso-

1: tal :, .• ecessar·y for ei."l try never s eems to have crossed the 

minds of· the New Testal'llen t writers . For them bap1;ism as an 

initi tory rite wes the norma l p ractice. The closest approach 

to the probl em i a the record 0£ Jesus' stat ement to . Nicodemus 

(Jn. 3:S) ~ w'aere baptism is refer~ed to as the means for being 

bor n a gain or bein born rrom above . 18 There 1s no doubt as 

to t he moan:l11a 0£ ;J ,. , ' 11 The Biblical 1 1-iecoasi tvt • 0 "'( ,, • ., 

denotes th0 absolute require1nant of: tha will o~ God.1119 The 

16Anders Mygre11, Commentarz sm. l oruans. translated by 
Carl c. Rasniussen ( Philadelphia: The Muhl enber g Prass, 
1949) . P• 237• 

17aeorge Stoeckhardt. Comm.entnr ueber den Brier Pauli 
an die rtoGmer (St. Louis: uoncor dia 2ubi1sh!ng Hause, 
190-=rr; PP• 2m,.-2as. 

18ti'or a discussion or t he meanL.,g of' ~,rw:9e, (vv. 3.7) 
er. • C. Hoslcyne ., The 1.l'our th ..rosoe l., ed1 ted by ;,.•. t • Davey 
(London: Faber and--raber., 1.i ·f.d •• 1950)., PP• 2ll-212. 

l9Ibid. 9 P • 21;,. 

• • 
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question aza1sea 0 however, whe·ther the 

, I I 

& "' " p 17 re.fers to 

the necessity of rebirth or to baptism as the means of re

birth. Verse '7 would seem to suggest t he former. This pro

blem, ho iever, h.~s no immediate bearing f or this thesis, since 
20 it serves more t he interests or systematic conatr-~otion. 

In sUPJaJacy ,of" this chapter we conclude tba ·t, as John's 

bapti sm P-wV1ded entry i nto the Kingdom, s o also does C~~ist 

i an bap·tism. Bu t it does so by an act of i ncor pora t 1ol'l into 

the Church., the Body o f Ch.l'ist. Incorpore. t :ton into qhrist' a 

Body i s via the fell owship with Christ erfected by the sacra

ment o~ baptism., especially the baptis ll'.a l fellowship with 

C,'hri s t i n His d ea th and resur1•ecti on . 

----------20 The questi on., ho:eve r, does s~rve also a practical 
interest; e . 5 • ., in the case or an unbaptized infant who has 
d i ed. Cul.lman holes t he. t., since in baptism entry is opened 
into the 11 1nnei .. o1rlce11 or Ch.z•ist'e Kingdom. that is,, the 
Church., 11 emergency bap t~iams are mea11ingless. .ii. dying child 
will not be1ong to this earthly Body o t: Christ." Cullman, 
.22• ~-• p . 3l1.11 note l. 'l'he historic Lutheran pos1 t !on is 
sta t ed by c . P. Krauth: " The Lu theran Church h olds. that bap
tism is necessary to sa lvation i nasmuch as God has commanded 
it• and o bedience to His commands is necessary t o salvat1onJ 
a nd• fur t hermore,, because He has appointed bap tism. as one 
ordinary and positive channel or His grace. through wh1c~ 
chan.,el we are to seek the g race He orrera. But our Church 
denies the. t., where the command canno t be carried out. because 
of a necessity which 1s of God's creat!nff, the laok of" ·the 
sacrament involves the loss ot th.a soul. c. P. Krauth• 
The Cons,erva ti ve !!.,~.f orm.9 tion and ll@. Theology: (Philadelphia: 
The United Lutherap Pub11cati~n House. c.1913)., P• S63. 



OillU:STIAN BAPTISM A!ID RENEWAL 

In Chapter IV it was a£firmed that John1 s baptism both 

presupposed and e.r.fectad t},..e ropen~--ice which his preaching 

demanded. U5.s ·was, .:f'urthe1"more. a baptism :i.'or the forg-?veness 

o .r s ins . I n this respect Christian 'baptism atsa1n parallels 

t his r ite, a s the Net-1 Tes tsment abundantly tostif'iem (Ac. 2: 

38; 22:16) . But again t h is pr ocess is radical l y changed as 

'•h e new can t e,:1t ot Christian baptism witnesEea. This f'or

giveness i o hencaf'01.,•iih effected only t : l"OW".:,h the death and 

x•est,r rection o .. Cm»ist a.."ld tho outp ouring of the Holy Spirit. 

The emphasis on the death of Obris t has been noted in the pre

v i ou chapter. Poter rein1'oroes ·i;he baptismal. link "A'l th the 

resurrection of Cbr:i.st (1 Pet. 3:21). The 1•ole of the Spirit 

in baptismal l" e;:1Gwal i s evidQnced in such pasea.ges as 1 Cor. 

12:13 a1'1d Ti t . 3:S, a passage, whieh co:mmentato1•s a gree• re-
l fors to baptism. Tho ~urden of t his chapte~ i s to investi-

gate the natl.lro of the forgiveness ~hich 0:."11': s tian baptism 

e!'f'ects. 

The passage in Tit • .3 :S s peaks o.r a rcgeners. tion 
I I 

(7ToC ~,y~ !: 'v& 11}:;(.) nnd a renewal ( ~ "\' o:il JC-'« I l'tvJ I S). The question 

may arise as to how God saves usa by rneans o:r the ·washing or 

1A discussion o-£ the role of the S1,iri t in baptiS1,1 is 
reserved for the next chapter. 
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regenerati on, on the one hand, and by means of the renewal 

or the Holy Ghost, on tho othGr? or by a s1ng1e means or the 

wash i n g., wh i ch includes both, re3enerat1on and renewal? 

Plummer ooncl1J.des that the latter is n1ore probable, but that 

in eithe r caso the reference i s to one and the same event in 
2 

t he Chris tian 's l ·' f eJ namely, his baptisni. 'l'h.e important 

t hing i s that they both occur i n con..,eot 1on with bap tism. 

11oi.)1,y8\'f:'<1"/d- is virtually a hapax legomenon.3 llence 
:, I •· i t s de f':tni t ive content must be derived from the "'vc1 J(.lP W~~l-lrith 

whi ch it i s ps r a l l e1ed.1-!- This 1s t he conclusion reached by 

Jez•em:i.as : 

Dae \·~asserbad dal" heiligen Tau.f'e, in dem uns Gott sei ne 
Ve~gebung u n d Rech t fert igu.ng; {v." 7) zusp~icht und dae _ 
die Gabe des h eil igen Ge i stes uebermi ttelt (vlg. 1 Kor. 
12:13 ) ~ bedeutet eine Er1~eurung des ganzen Nenschen von 
Gx-und aur •••• Die Tauf'e ist eine Neuschoepf ung. das 
ri ll das 1 1,1 von der Wi e dergeburt (Jn. 1:13; 3:.3-8J S 

l Jn. 3:9 ff.; S:18; 1 Pet. 1:3,23; Jak. 1:18) sagen. 

I n C~~~istien baptism, t hen, the person bapt ized under• 

2AUred Plunune r ,, lb!, Pastor al p:tstles (New York : A. c • 
. A?'mstrong and Son , 1900 )~ P• 292. He nevertheless makes a 

distinction,, i n t hat the washi ng ocou~s only once , whi le t he 
r enewal i s r epeated. 

3r t occurs only here and i n Matthew 19:28 •. 

4so .1:t"'r i edrich Buecbsel: n Hore 7T1 ~,yr :f. v.~ o-/ri. i s the 
t ru1 t oi' banti s111, parallel to ~ Voi )(.'011 v .. ,H:r JS:. • ' .Friedrich 
Buechsel ,, "7rot~J y y e rS'::l'lci, " Th.eologisches •,10eterbuch zum 
l~euen 'l'ostmng'li, ed1 ted by Ger har d Kittel (Stuttgart: Ver
lag von u . Kohl}'l..ammer, 1933), I ,, 688 . 

S Joach im Jeremias, "Die Br iefe an Timotheus und Titus, n 
~ ~ 'Eea~nt Deutsch (Goett:7.nGen1 Vandenhoeok und 
lfupreoht, 19 9, IX, 62. 
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goes a radical. trane.formation., transot>ndlng the radical mm 

clema11ded by John and conveyed l:r.f his baptism. For Christian 

baptism p l aces one in the rel.1owship of Christ• who stands 

at t he heacl of a ne~ hwnm.~ity, God's new creation. This now 

creation i s the g lori ous end of God's redemptive revelation. 

the highest g oal of Mew Testament hope. I ·i. shinea out of" the 

r u ture into t.'l-ie present• because t he new age, ·1:-1hich has bro-

1 en i n with Chl.~:ls t., b1~ings t ba t new area t i on. Christians 

shar e i n the ne111 creation a11d are included in t ho ne7A human

i ty by virtue of their 'ba p ·i:;"!smal. r e ne1ml. t,ihi ch God has shed 

on us abundantl y t."'lrough Jesus Christ. our Savior, i-ilo is 
6 

Himae l .f the new l'lle.n ( ~o. 5: 12; l. Cor. lS: 21. rr.,, l.a.S ff'. ) • 

This new creation begins for each individual a t -his bap

'here God acts dec:ls :tve1y and def1ni tively f or him • . 
Au£ den einme.l lgen,, grundl eganden neuen An.fang , den 
der heil ige Geist in der Taufe mi t den Menschen macht, 
ge11t das Wort, Tit • .31.S. Olma allos menschl.iche Zutun 
entsteht lrl.ernach in der Tau:re d1e ,,~ ,"~I ~r:lui!l. 2 Kor. 
S:17) durch das iunder der Ei~neurung duroh den heili• 
g en Geisl, das ein so noch n i cht dagewesenes Leben 
schaf'!'t.r 

T11i s whole process of renewal is one effected by the 

Hol y Trini ty. 

The Father saves us by . the medium or the outward laver 
wh ich conveys the inward grace or tl1e regenerating and 
:renewing Spiri tJ t hat Spirit a ga i n is vouchsafed to us. 

6 ~ , 
Johannes Behm, 11 ot v ot 1<v'> v:.\i::r JS , 11 Theologisches Woerter-

buch zum Neu.en Testament, edited by Gerhard Ki ttei (Stutt
gart:---Verlag von w. Kohl.hammer. 19.33)., I, 4.Sl. 

7Ibid • ., P• 4SS. 
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yea. poured out abundantly on us., only through the merit 
of J o sue Christ.o 

Thia a.ga:J.11 r ecalls the '1'rin1 ·tarian revelation at t he occasi on 

of Jesus• own baptis m and stamps it as e. redemptive revelation. 

Theref'ore ., a lso chui'"ch bap t:lam can only be po1•f'ormed in the 

Name of t he Tr h 1i t y a c cordin.,~ to the words of Christ's Great 

Commission ( ii t . 28 : 19 ) 11 

The na turo of r epe n tance., which John llad already demanded, 

a l s o change d . John had called for a radica1 b r eak wi th evil 

snd a univer sa l r e t urn 1;o God . Henceforth repentance also in

volves a r adical break with ev i l, but t hat evil is now de

·fined as that wh ich i s inconsistent wi t h t he new order or ore-
. . 

a tion (Ro. 12:1-2). Repentance 1s t ms a de.lly necessity in 

order that Chris tians through a pprop~i ate l i ves might evidence . 
t ha t t hey belong t o the new aeon and e.re members of the ne,., 

humanity ( Col. 3: 10). 9 The 1•oturn to God henceforth means .a 

ret.'111.'n to that point at which God in Tr 1n1 tarian revelation 

a c t ed def'i.ni t i vely in man• s behalf'. This means a retarn to 

baptism. For in baptism Christians were jomed to Christ 1n 

Hi s death and resurroctiona which event s effected once and 
. 

for all ~orgiveness and salvation . That is the use to which 

Paul put t he " doctrine of' baptism. 11 He r e cal1ed to baptized 

Christians their baptism and drew .from i t the :1nterenoe for 

8c. J. ~llicott. The Pastoral Epis t les !2$. Saint f!!!!. 
(London: Longmans, ,Greeii and Company. 18831. P• 208. 

9
aehm., 22• ~-• P• 455■ 



the new life. 

Our old: s elf' bas bee!.1 ol'llc1f'ied l-71 th Him [C'hrisJil. .1:na t 
is the meaning or our incorporation in·to His Body by bap
tism.. I t means a Pi~sing c,ut of' tho old order into a 
new s phere of liXo. O 

Luther ives cl.~s~icnl. expression to r epentance as a daily 

re~resaus .!S hapt:ls mum i n his S1na11 Catechism: 

ffe1.'\Ch bapt:1.zi n g w1 t h watei7 uir1 1if'ie s that the old Adan1 
i n us should by daily contrition end ~epentance be 
dl'otmed and die with all sins end evi l l usts0 and a gain, 
n new 111Sn daily come f'orth and arise, who shall 1ive 
before God in righteousness and nuritj Xor evar.lI 

The emphasis in bapt ism is rightly laid 011 the :fact that 

in it God acts on 1T1..an and :for hir.l., i;;iUt this om1>haaia seems 

to lea ve unans1-1erod the ques t ions ·whi ch are posed by somo as 

to the relationship between baptism and f'aith, pe.r ticul.arly 

in v i.ew o~ the h i s t or,.c dispute over :!.n!'ant bapt i sm. The 

questio;.,1s re··ol:;re basically around two issues. I n t ha first 

pl a co 0 the charge is. made tha t a doctrine o!" baptisllla l r egen

eratd on v i olates the cardinal Ne" Testament doctrine of ,justi

f' ica tion by :faith alone . It is clainied t hat such a doctrine 

makes God1 s eaving work i ndependent of £aith • .. s s corollary 

to this position its adherents also poait fa~th as a condition 

of baptiam, and adduce as proof the usual. sequence of events 

lOc. H. Dodd, "The Epistle of Paul to the Romans," 
!!!!, Moffatt~ Testament Corillllenr.17 Olew York and London: 
Harper and Bro~1ers, n.d.) 0 P• 8. 

11.Martin Luther, "The Sn1all Ca t echism, 11 Trirdot Concor
dia: The S):"Iilbolical. Books of the ..:..·v. Lutl1oran &'Furch (St. 
Louis 1----Concordla PiibiishlngH011ae;-"192i), P• 5 1. 
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described in t he book o~ Acts: verbal dec'larat on--faith-• 

baptism. The other objection comes from those 't1ho charge that 

a dootrine or bapti smal regeners.tim1 makes 01' the sacrament 

something m..~g ica lD ef£eoti ve !a£_ oneEJ! operato in the common 

understanding of' tbs. t term.. 

In both ins tanoee i t t'l1'lll readily oo seen that such ob

jecti ons res·;; on a misunderstandi ng o'i: the New _'estnment view 

o f ·i;;he nature or f aith and baptism as a meana 01' grace. Pa 1. th 

i s no~hcre the condi tion or God's grace. God's grace is al• 

way s uncauaed. Nor 1s .faith a man's own a.ct. 11.Fai t h i tsel!' 

i s en expreas:S.on of' God ' a will a1-id work. 1112 Such faith appro

pri ates t h~ act or God's grace, as the proper ~esponse of 

men, a ·~oaponsc that is in itself a d ivine g ift (Sph. 2:8-9). 

And so baptism e~ubodies both an ob jec t ive aapect0 the salva• 

t 1on grounded in Jesus• death and resurrection; and subjective, 

f'a 1th I s appropri,a tion. 

It ffiapt,is:!!7 is a aolemn showing :f'orth, a "re-p1 .. esent.a• 
t :i.on,, n o~ that s e t or God wl1.i ch was ach ieved once for 
all in the dE:>e.th and resurl'"ection of Jesus. It is at 
the same time a conc.rete expression or f'a!th on the 
par •i. of the believer. iJ 

The objection. that bap tism reolaces f'ai th as the meana 

12Ruben Josefson, "The ChU,rch and Bapt!a1nD" !b!!. ~ 
The Church, . edited by Ande1 .. s Nygren, t ranslated f'rom the 
Swedish by Carl. c. RaSll'Us s en (Phl ladelph:!.a1 l•luhlenberg 
Press, 19S2), P• 2s2. This is an enlightening discussion 
of this very 'Or<>bl.em. 

13w. F . Fl.eming ton., §11; New 'l'est.ament Doctrine Sl$_ 
Bapti,a (London: SPOK, 19 3 • P• 84. 
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of salvation fades tmon baptism is viewed aa a means of grace. 

!I'.ae New Tes to.mont continuo.ll.y speaks o~ it as the inatrument 

by which· God makes e.r.fective His redemptive activicy (Ro. 613 

In the whole questi011 regarding th.Cl .relation between 

ra1. th and baptism raised in .. urope by Karl arth. Cullman 

i n his answer oi'fers t lw f'ollowing concluoim1.s: 

(l)arter baptism, faith is demanded 0£ all those bap
t~ zecI; 

(2)be.fo~ bap•i.i:nu, the declaration of .fai·th is a sigu 
o~ the div i ne will that baptism take place~ demanded 
fl .. om adults who ind1. vidual.ly coma over :from Judaism 
and he&thenismp but i n o ther cases lacking; 

(3) dur::J.ng t..h..e bapt:1s1ual e,pt0 i'ai th :ls derruuided of the 
Dl'"l!~·:f.n , 1 co11grege. tio11.J4. 

Regarding t he dif".ferenee in practico :1:n the Chu~ch of demand• 

ing a declnr~ tion or faith from an adult0 while baptizing an 

in.fan t wl thou. t s uch declera tion, Cullman jua ti fies it on tl'i..e 

g r ounds the.t in this wny the Church avoids a1 .. bi ti•ariness in 

t ho selection o.f' the candidates f'or baptism. 

I t runs con tz>ary to the menn ng it has pleased God to 
O'ive baptism i.f tho C'n.u1 .. ch u..'l'ldertskoa the baptism of a 
ii'ian indisc1'im1.nately., that is, t· 1thout an.y divine sip:i 
suggesti113 1!!! prospect of: .e!.! nerseve1 .. a nce hi baptism 
t•ri t hin t hE) OOJIJMUni t:v,.15 

There:rore, 11 this sign is provided .f'or the Church by the birth 

of the child into a Christian f'a:nil.y in the one case. and in 

l~~scar Cul1.1T1an, Baptism in ' the New Testament, trans
lated by J. K. s. Reid (London:S"clir.Presa, Ltd • ., 19.$'0), 
P• SS. 

lSibid • ., P• so. -
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the other by the faitb. ot the adu.lt.016 

In summary oX this chapter. we conclude that the for• 

g i venes s o-£ s ins imparted by John' s bap tiam continues 1n 

Christia,1. bap tism. But t he new content of Christian baptism 

gi ves this forgiveness the form o~ renewal• effected decisive

ly in the baptism of the individual ,~~ere by God's aot he was 

joined in fellowship l-11 th Christ as the Head of the new hum

a111 ty and with 1-Iis saving work. '!'he nature or this renet-1al 

deniands a da1l.y l'"e turn to baption1, for which the Church seeks 

assurcnce, ei ther by baptizing i 1u'ants of ~"hristian parents 

or dew.anding a prior confession or faith f rom adults. 

J.6I l . d -2.!...•fl 



CHAPT:EB IX 

CERISTIA!il BAPTI SM AND •r!tn: HOLY SPIRIT 

In the preceding chapters r eference has already been 

:tnade to the presence of the Hol y Spir:i. t in Christi an baptisz:i. 

The bur den ot: the present chnp·ter., hot11ever:» is to view the 

Holy Spiri t 1 a ~ole in Cwist1an baptism as it presents a con

trm .. t to the baptism of John. 

The passage wher e the contrast ia most explicitly stated 

occurs :t11 Ac . 19:1- 6 . In t l't..is passage the dis ciples at phe• 

sus, hav:t11g been baptized ,;d th John• s baptism, ·were tins:ware 

of the ex istence of the Holy Ghost. After Paul bad instru.o

'tcd them th.at the One to whom John w1. tnessed had came in the 

p orso11 o f' Josus Christ:i they subm1 tted to 'baptism in the Name 

of the Loi~d Jes1.u,, and wi th t he a ccompanying 1~1 te of the lay• 

1.ng on of hands~ tbsy r•ece1ved the Holy Ghost.1 

Th.is passage gi ves rise to a I!llmber of questions, .for it 

declares that the Holy Spirit does not come in John's baptism, 

but only in Christian baptism. One of the difficulties stems 

.from the f act that the men at h;phesus are explicitly called 

1on the basis of a number oX passages, especi ally in 
Ac t s (8 :16-19; 9:17-19; 19:5-6), the inference seems to be 
valid that the transmission of the Spirit occurred not i n 
baptism alone, but also in connection with the laying on o~ 
h..-=mds. i 1his can best be explained aa a part of the exter
nal form which the sacrament assumed. The theologically sis• 
n1f'1eant factor., lmwever, is tba t the Spi rit did descend 
·1-1hen the total act was per.rormed. 

--, -
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disciples. and, as B::ru.ce2 points ou.t, )Ii ~ 9 '17.. ,J ~ , when used 

absolutely~ presumably meailS disciples of Christ in aocor• 

dance wlth its meaning elsewhere. He. therefore, concludes 

that the Holy Spirit is here to be :t.nterpreted 1n a special 

sense, 0 £ the Holy Spirit as sent at Pentecost. but witbau.t 

mani£estation. In support of this contention he calls atten• 

tion to the variant readings both '£or Ac. 19:2 and Jn. 7;39.3 

Lake ancl. Cadbury s eera. to fe 1 that tho dif'f'erence reflected 

me1.,el.y the resp ective inte!"pretat1on ,-hich Paul and the Ephe

sian Christiano placed on Christianity, qut that no real dif• 

fe!"ence is implie: 

T _e point --and 1- t is of ve1~ g1.'"0a t importance••is that 
to Paul and Luke ., Cbr1at1a.T.ti ty t-ras essentially a means 
o f' obta ning I Holy Spirit,• 't~h.i..le the Ephesian Christ• 
ians had looked on it in a different way, which had not 
con·hempia~i;ed inspiration as tho 1•esult.4-

But the difference is more .fundamental. The Baptist himsel.1' 

a lready testif'ied to this essential. dif'ference between his 

r i te :b"1.d the Christian sacrau1ant (Mt. 3:11). The key to the 

answer to tr.is problem lies rather within the events or re

dempt ive history. 

The gift of the Holy Spirit always stands in closest 

2F •• Bruce, The Acts of the A»ostles (London1 The 
Tyndal.a frees, 19$1J,P~47°" -

)Ibid. -
ltx1rsop Lake and H.J. Cadbury, The Beginnings~ 

Chris t1an1 tsJ: The Acts of the Atostlu. edited by .Foakea• 
Jackson and LakeTLondon: I-!acMi lan and Co., Ltd.. 1933) • 
IV~ 237• 
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connection w:l •t,h the events of Good Friday and Eanter. It is 

bound up with 'the person and work of Christ and preoupposes 

His reau:t'rection. Tb.is 1 ... the impor.-t of' Jesus• words to His 

dtsciples ii1 Jn. 16:7: =
1If' I go no·t away. the Comforter 1-Jill 

11ot con1e to you; but if' I depart, r: will send Him unto you. 11 

'~ There esn be no 1uiss:lon of the Spiri t the. t proceeds from the 

Fat 1. r, until tb.e So..'l'l has accompl:1.~hed thB comrr.and or the 

Fa then•, and has re turned to His aide. :iS This -word oi .. Cl'lrist 

t'oun. dr:m1atic .ful filln1ent :ln the events or Pentecost., where 

the 3pi ri t WEi s poured out upon a ll .t'la~h (Ac. 2: 17; Joel 2: 28 ). 

The gir t o~ tho Holy Spirit ia, then~ not merely a 3upe~

a e · tu 11 l;o Jolm' s bapt1!3m wi th wa ter., which als o ef.feoted the 

f'org lvoness of' si.na. Rath.er it is ,given in clo::est connection 

i,:1 th the reder.1pt-:i ve work of' Christ., R.1.s death and !'esurrec

tion,. I t i s., tllarefore., an i ntegral part of' t he new content 

of' baptism with whtch it ·was invested at Jesus' baptism·. For

giveness or oins henceforth i s based -on Christ's death and re

surrection a11d is dispensed t11 the Church by t he }!oly Ghost. 

Bo th of 'these olen1ents are present; i n Christian bapti sm. It 

f"ollows, t hen, tllat "Christia.~ baptism is only possible af'ter 

F7i7 -

the Chu.rah has boon cons t ! ti.1 ted as the locus of the iioly Sp:lri t. 116 

5.b. . c. Hoskyns• The Fourth Gospel., ed1 ted by F . ~. 
Davey (London: Faber and Faber, I.td0 ° 1950), PP • 483-4811-. 

6oscar Cullman, Baftiem in the ifrn, Testament, trans
lated by J. K. s . ReidLondoru sci'Tress, L,td., 19,SO), 
P• lOe 



But at t.lie sanie time only Christian bap ~ism 1s possible 

after Pentecost. for it enjoys the authority of C~.rist. 1n 

whom redemptive history reached 1te olimax0 and who sends 

His Spirit to tu."lf'old the final stagea of redemptive history. 

The gift of the Holy Spirit in baptiam0 then• means 

nothing less than recei ving the forgiveness of sins as ef

fected by Christ's death and r esurrecti on. Cullman point 

up this connec tion thus : 

For being burled with Chris t means forgiveness of sins. 
and t he emergence from this burial with Him means 
1 wal!ci11g i n newness of liTe, 1 Romane 6:Ji; and this is 
not other tnan tie •walking in the Spirit• of Gala
t :lal'ls 5: 16. 7 

This woul d s eel11 ·to justify the conclusion tha t there was an 

a e i.a.al dif'!'erence indicated i n ·the passage in ~,c. 19:1-6. 

Th:ta becomes o·"en more likely w".aen it is stated that the 

phesian disciples submitted to baptism in the Name of the 

Lord Jesus when Paul. iden t1.t'ied f or them the Coming One . o.f' 

John' a I11essage with the Christ t,rho had in .fact already come. 

Thereupon the Hol.y Ghost came upon t hem. 

While this essentia1 difference between John's baptism 

and Christian baptism :must be observed• a simil.arity ousI1t 

al.so to be noted. I n both his message and his baptism John \ 

displ.ayed a hea~7 eschatolog i cal. emphasis (Jn. 1:19-27; Mt. 

3: 11) • His ·was not the f'inal word to be spoken1 nor did his 

baptism represent an end in i tsel.1'. Ile pointed .forward to 
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Htm tiho was yot to cane 1dth a yet greater baptism. 

Chris·tlan bap t ism 11kew1so sou.."l.ds a strong es cha to1og• 

1.cal note. i<'lemin &;ton observes: 

Just as John's bapti s m looked on to the .t'u ture. so 
Chris tia.1'l baptis111 i t sel.r. above and b ey ond the reality 
of" t he present g i f' ts walch 1 t bestowed Off the believer. 
looked f'orward t o a .1"u. ture oonsumma t i on. 

Ch r•:i.stian bapti sm mal<e o t h e beli ever a partaker in the f'ul• 

ness of' sal vation a ccompli shed i n Christ's death and r esur• 

r ec t i on. But the i'ull !'rui ts ot tL"'l:is saving work f'or him 

and in him a t.i ll lie in t he future. This is a dominant 

theme :tn '!;ha wr1. t ings o .r t he lfew Testamen t • 

• • • i11 a ree.1 s ense the New Age da1•med with Jesus. and 
• • • lu baptis m t he bless i n gs of t his Mew Age are med
ia ted to the bel iev er. The i ner..haustible wealth of' this 
bll:1e1"i ta11ce which a l riea dy bel o.nged to h i m and h.is i'ellow
C ris t i ane seems t o have become i ncreasi ngl y a present 
pos seosion •••• ut# w~th it all~ St . Paul never quite 
ceased t o look £orward to a consummation i n the future.~ 

The s i.milari ty i n the e s cha t olo5:i.cal emphasi s i n the 

two bapt i s ins :le s een to be meralJ" a s i milsri ty. however• l-lhen 

i t i s born in mind t hat t he Spi r i t o ~ God i s the distinctive 

gif't of ·i:;he new or der . and t hat He constitutes a new element 

in Christia n bap t i sm. Th e eschatologica l wo~~ of t h e Ho1y 

Spir i t i n ba ptism is seen in a paseage like ~ph. 4 :30. There 

He is tt1e i nstl"UJl'lent whereby the believer has been "sealed 

8w. F . Flemington• The New Testament octrine ,2t Bap• 
tism (London: SPOK., 1953) • P• 714,. - 9Ibiq •• PP• 73-74• 
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unto the day o~ ~odo np tion. 010 I n ano ther passage (Eph. 1: 

13-ll~) t he Iioly Sp!ri ·(;• bes towed i n b a ptism. is dos crioed 

as t he ".t'i rs t :i.ns ta llmsn t" fq. f' pu-P lu v) o f t he i nheritance to 

be f.1.llly a:opropr:to. ted i n the f'u •tui"e • 11 Bo th of these ideas 

a r e combined in 2 Cor . 1:22. 

I n Dtumnary o f.' t hi::; c imr>tor. we conc l.ude tha t . while 

Christi l'l baptisn1 shares •J 1t h John' s baptis:ri1 an escha tol ogi• 

ca l ex pecte.tt on0 it d1.!'.fers radi oal.ly i n that the lfew Te s ta

men t e e ona tology is i nformed and. she.pad by the out-pouring 

of' t ho fo l y Sp i r i ·t . 
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CIIA. PT.iffl X 

OONCLuSION 

On the basio o~ the preceding ma terial thio ,hesis or

r e ra tl~e following conclusions: 

Tho rolationship betwe n t he t ;o be.ptisnis sho -:s certain 

s 1nd l s.r1 ties, but w1 thin t hose s imilari t i os certE\ln radical 

differences also appear. Both baptisms are enactments 

of tho respective messages whloh lie beh ind them. Beb-n d 

John's ba.pt1s1n lay t he cha.raoteris tic Old. Tes te.mant prophetic 

0111phas:te on the Kingdom e.a the sph ere of God's graci ous ac

tiv l t y , repentance a s t he radical r~versal and r e turn to God, 

a nd t h e One who was to come. Bob.ind Chris tisn bapti::,m lies 

the c raci.;eri ztic ?~et,1 'l'oa t ament loor;rgrga. wtth its emphasis 

~n Chris t as t h e F\11.filler 0£ Old Testament prophecy in .His 

death and r e surrect ion. tho Church as the sphere of God's 

graci ous ao ·i v i t y ., repentance o. s a daily retu1"?l to the point 

of forgi veness- the Cross and Emp t y Tomb» and the loly Spirit 

as t h.Q promise of the final eschatologioal cansummatioi?-• To 

this though·i:; .l<'le;.uing·ton g:lvee oxpression thus: 

• • • it Lbaptisrril uas regarded as a practical expression 
of' the meaning oY t he Gospel. a concrete emboclill1ent of 
the Apostolic preaching. It connoted remission of sins, 
membership or the new community~ the endo~ent of the 
Tioly- Spirit; all of those blessings of the .Net-1 Age1 the 
of'f'er of which had been made in the preached ford. 

1w. . ·• leming ton, The, Now ·res tamen t Doctrine g,! ~ 
tism (Londons SPQ{• 19S)1"; ~SO. 
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l!!ssen.tially the dif 1'0ronce between the tl-10 bapti sms mu.st 

be seen as the di£ferent roles which t he temporal couroe of 

redemp tive history ass:i.gned them. Joh.."'1 1 s bapti3m received 

its vali dity i n viaw or those evenm wh~ch were yet to come~ 

while Chr1stien baptism receives its vali dity from ttiose 

events which already l ie in the paet. Yet the underlying 

differences are more than merely temporal. The events which 

aro t.~e basis £or the d1~farences are ~ocusod in the earth17 

l i f'e anc1 worlt: oi' Jesus Christ, who :ts God 1 s .final revelation 

to nle 11. And i n H1ni 1!olc'\ things are nassed away; behold all 

thin g :; al'"e bec ome new. n 

I 

I 
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