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of the ma jori t7 of exegetes, h.Qwever. apply these two tarma 

to the twofold aspect of the work of tho Coming Ono, wich 1a 

one of judgment as ·trell as grace.9 If th1a latter interpre­

tation be correct, th.en 1n the baptism of tbs Coming One 'both 

of those activit ies are effected. The implications of this 
10 baptism are resaI'Ved for a later chapter. 

But hare it must be 11oted that td th these ·words John 

agai n points to the transitory nature of his baptism, and 

that in v i ew of the irinnenent new order, the age ot the Spirit, 

th day o f t he new c·ov.enant which the prophet Jeremiah had 

1'oret old ( Jer . 31:31). 1rhis new age ·was to have its own bap­

tism, cons1otent w1 th the neu 01"der which would replace the 

one in which he stood. Schnic:n-1ind comments 1 

Das Alte wird begraben, damit ein Neues werd.~. Dies 
Neue, das ltommen soll, wil-d hier als I Taure mi t dem 
Heilige11 Geist• bezeichnet. •no1.lger Geist' war das 
i·1ort das die unmi ttelbare Gegen't1art Gottes umschroibt, 
schon :lm Alten Testament. So war es gedacht. wenn 
cler Messias selbst soit Jesa:ta 11,2 als der Traeger 
des Geistes Gott es b0schriebe11 wird (Mt. 1:20; I-i k"• 1: 
10 ff.). Aber er gibt auch den Seinen den Geist. und 
clas wird o1ner Taufe gleichen; der Geist Gottes witd 
•ausgegossen.• so lautet die staendige Redeweise. 

9Thus0 e.g., ii . c. Allen, "A Critical and Exegetical 
Comman·i:.aey on t..lte G·ospel a ccord1ng to Sajnt Matthew." The 
Iaternational Critical Comments.!'; (New Y~rk: Charles Sor1b­
ner1s Sons, 1907,), XXVI; Ju.liusScimiowind, "Das Evangelium 
nach A' tthaeus, ' Das Iifeue Te~tament Deutsch (Goettingen: 
Vandenhoeck und Rupreoiit; 19 0), II; and Ac1olph Schl.att er, 
B!,£ ~vangelist ·7atthaeus (Stuttgart: Calver Verlag, 19481; 
!,g_ 109. 

lOinfra_. Chapter VII. 
1
1schn1ew1nd• .22• c1 t., PP• 24-2S. 
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In summary of th1a chapter we c'lnclu.de that John' a con­

sistent denial. o:r my claims to tbB ro1e ot J~eac:!.ah are re­

i'le cted al:so in his statements conoem1:ng his baptism. Aa 

hi s mission ·was to point to One yet to come, so also his bap­

tisin, the token of a passing ordorD would be replaced by a 

greater one, c~nsistent with the new a ge of the Spirit just 

ds.1-min g . 



OHAPTER VI 

OHR .CST, TH Ii'iJLli'ILLE.R: BIS ,BAPTISM BY JOKI 

Thus ~ar this thesis has concerned i tsel.f' 'W1 th the pro-

1:!.rni~..s.zay ch.'!lracter of John's 'baptism, especially in view of 

t he Cor, ing One. This ba1,tism r eached a d:mmatic climax when 

tv.at Cominr. One llimself appeared i ~ order to b e ~apt1zed by 

Jol't.n. It1 t~hat event bap 1;i sm received a d oc1sive1y new content, 

and th.us provided the linlt bet110en (Tohn1 s baptism end bap t ism 

as p~acticed l a t er by the Christian CAuroh. 

The ke 1· to the undel'"s tanding oT th e unique event lies in 

10:rclo or th.a Ba. th Q,ol: 
~ ---

"This 1s t-ty Beloved Son. in Jhom 

I 0111 wall- pleased" (r• t. 3:17; Pi le. 1:11; Lk. 3:22).1 These 

words aro quite a ppa rently a quotation :rrom the Ebed•Jahweh 

s ong (Is . q.2:J.). A cli.f.ficulty occurs in tlle tra .. 'lslat1on of 

the .l-Iebrew 7 7 ":j. ~ '1111th the Greek 
. , 

v;o s • . 
have orre~ed no difficulty , anc:l is, in fact. used in ~t. 12: 

17. But 
( , 2 

u I o s is a11 w1usue.l iiransle. tion. l'he rest o:r 

the quotation, howovei•• i s manifestly a re:feron ce to Is. la2: 

1. Jesua, the11, is here desi~;nsted as ·the Su.f'.tering Servant 

of God. 

1For our purposes it 1s of lit tle significance whether 
these words t·:ere heard by Jesus only, or by Jesus and John 
alone, or by all. 

2 C. , 

On th(I approi0r1a teness of tho C'roek use or v t o s :for 
·tl'le Hebrew "71 =,. ~ , 01'. Oscar Cullman, Baptism .!J! the New 
Testamont, translated by J. K . s. Re:td (London: SC!·l Press. 
Ltd., 1950)0 P• 17. 
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A variant reading in thfJ Lucan text round in Mmuscr1pt 

D reeds: "Th01..1. art rry Beloved Son; today have I begotten 

Trtee." Thia would undoubtedl7 be a citation from Ps. 2:7, 

the Royal Psalm. Th,.o removes the di.f.f1cul ty attached to the 
, ' 

word L> , o s , f'or 1 t is the common t:t-ansla t:!.on of the Hebrew 

. , 33.: 0 but the latter part of the passage does not agree 
• i 

with the para11el. a ccounts i11 the other Synoptics. Nes tle 

suggests both locations--Is. ~2:1 and Pa. 2:7--as the aource ., 
o.f the quotation.J This view would then s ee in the first 

be.l.f or. the <.1uota tion e. r e.ferenee prbmrily to Pe . 2: 7, while 

the la t tex, milf is tel-ten from Is. 42:1. 

Ps . 2:7 was applie d l a •iie?." to Christ after His resur­

rection (Ac. 13 :33; Heb. 1:.$; ,$: .5). whan .t!e :ta desoribed as 

the . lor1£ied a.~d victorious King of the Psalm. The idea of 

e. victoriouo King t1as no t e. roreign one. Ia fact 1 t formed 

a large
1
part of Old Teat~ment ~essianic expectation.4 But 

t he impol"tan t consideration here is t,'l,a t at His baptism J"eaus 

1-,aa pzooclaimed to bo the Son or God in a unique s ense. The 

S on of God in a particnlar sense meant already i n the Old 

Testament the L"lessiah11 the divine King, who wss to establish 

God's new order. S Jesus, than was de cl.a.rad to be ~hat iting• 

.,. 
.;,Novum Tests.mentum Graece, edi tod by hberhard Nestle 

(IUneteenth edition; Stuttgart: Priv. · uortt. a :tbelanste.lt, 
1949L, P• 6. 

4cr. §..U~ra. Chapter III. 

SJu11us Schn1ewind11 "Das Ev an gelium nach ·latthaeus, 11 
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who a 3 the Coming One to whom John and his baptism bore w1 t­

ness., fulfilled tl'l.e Forerunner1 .s cry: The Kingdom 1s at handl 

Howeval"o at the sa._,ne time Jesus was identi.f'ied as the 

Sut!"ering Sezavant of' God who had to suf:f'er v1car1oualy for 

His peopJ.e . To Him waa assigned tbs m!asio:"l which the Old 

Tes tament pr ophetically ascribed to the Suffering Servant. 
-

t ha t o f suf' .!"er ing i'or all and tak inr~ ·the guilt of' His people 

upon Himself' in His su.ff'er1Alg and death. "For he who is ad­

dro.,sed h'l Is. 42:1 has ce1'"te.:lnly t o : .lfill the mission 'Which 

1 e 1nor a c losely des cribed in the 53rd ob.apter ot: Iso.1P.h. 116 

This t·~:ls a..'1. al .. r esti ng reve lat ion . Both con cepts, that 

of' t he v i c torious King and that ox t he Suffering S9rvant. were 

:knoun t o cont empor s.ry Judaism. But that the lessiah-id.ng 

should a t ~1e aamo t ime be t he Suffering Servant was an im• 

poes iblo conception for Judaism.7 Both. proph~tic concepts 

f'ound their !Ulf'il.lment in Jesus. In God's d1 vine plan of 

sa lve:i;ion only by being the Suffering Servant would the Nes­

siah a lso be the victorious King . 

The revelation or. Jesus as the Suffering Servant removes 

a difficulty which seen1ed to have plagued t l1e early Church. 

\•fl1y did the sinless Jesus submit to a baptism wiiic.11. John had 

Das N'me Testament Deutach (Goet t 1ne,-en: Vandenhoeck und 
Ruprecht. 19.SO). P• 27. 

6 . . . . • • 
Ou.llman• ~!>..• S.~•: P• 18. 

7Ibid•• P• 19. 
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declared to be for repentance and romission of sin? \·/as this 

a tacit e.d!r.ission of guilt on the part of Jesus? An enrly 

attempt to oountar th.ts d1.f'i'1cu1ty ,.s seen in a well•lmown 

passage quoted by .Jerome from the GosTiel according .1a_2 ~ 

Hebrm1s: 

Beh old the Lord's mother and bret hr~n said to him~ 
Jolm t h e Baptis t is baptizing unto remission of sins: 
l et u s go and be baptized by h i m, Then ha said to 
them., \-Ille. t sin have I clone tm t :r shou l d go &nd be 
baptiz e d by hira?--'1.mless perc~nce th.is very saying 
of mine is a sin or. i gnorance . . 

Some .find in Mt . 3 :11.t.-l.$ an unb:i.storical. interpolati on en• 

deavorii.1r, to rr:.eet the same objection. 9 But as tlle Su!"f'ering 

Servant Jeous was baptised0 not for his own sins0 but ror the 

sins of others . Th!J.s He united .n:tmselr in solidar1.ty with 

di s whol e p e ot>l e . 

»'or Jesus this acceptance of John' a be.ptisn1 need imply 
no consciousness ot• sin save iI1 a corporate sense, but 
this icflntiricat1011. of hilnself with the peop le of God 
was involved in the cancept:J.on of Me sa.fahship wnich we 
know our Lord found in Deutero-Isaiah.-0 

Thus in e. vexry real sense Jesus• baptis1u was His inaug-

ura t1on to His lif'e 1 s t,rork . It pointed .r01 .. ward to the on ., to 

the C1•oae and !::mpty Tomb. It consecrated Him for the via -
cruoi3 ■ But more, and this is highly signif icant for this 

8As quoted by w. l'"' . Fl end.ngton., ,The !!!!, Testament Doc­
trine ,SU: Baptisn1 (London: SPC'.d:., 195.3J,P• 27 ■ 

9,!2!g. 11 p. 26 • 
10 

l!?.!9.•, P• 27 • 
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thesis, Jesus' baptism joined 1nseparab1y the rite of baptism 

with His death and l'esurrection. Th.us He gave to baptism a 

decisively new content. John had bap tized with water unto re­

pen·tanoo for the rem13s1on of sins. But hencet'orth such bap­

tizing Xor the forgiveness or sins could be va lid and errec­

ti ve onl y in vietrr of Josus' dea tb. and reaurrec tion. 

Th~ cormection between baptism and particularly Jesus• 

dee th is s t rengthened when 1-1e consS,der how Jesus Himself' used 

t he word .3,,,. n t { :S c.v. n Can ye be baptized with the bapt ism 

that I am baptized with? 11 (Mk . 10:38). "I 1"'..e.ve a baptism to 

be b -E p tizod with; a nd how em I s t1•e.i tened till it be accom:­

pliahed f 11 (!.k . 12:50) . n both occas i ons J esus' use or the 

trD zsd p-" n 1. I ~- (..c) meant simply to die. and ee.oh tita.e He referred 

t H·• . ·'-h 11 o ..1.B o -m aea ~- • 

At Hi s baptism tne Spirit o r ~od descended in the form 

of a dove and alighted on His head. This fact 1s entirely 

consistent ~tlth th.a revelation of Jesus as the Suffering Ser­

vent. According to the prophecy of eutero-Isaiah He w~s to 

b e the Bearer of Go d1 s S pi ri t. · 11 I h ave put my Spiri t upon 

H1111; He shall bring forth judgment to t..'le Gent1les11 (Is. 11,2: 

l). Some commentators s ee a oon:fliot between this narrative 

and tha account o~ Jesus' birth. Hot-1 !s it that He who bad 

11In developing this point C.ullmsn sees bere an explan• 
a t1on for the fact th.at Jesus did not Himself' baptize. "For 

im to 1 be bant1zed• 1'rom now on meant to su fer. to die f'or 
It -Bis people. Cullman • .2.2.• .e.U•• ~. 19. 

7 
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been conceived by tlle Holy Spirit n ecled at the occasion of 

1s baptism S.l'lotll.er ou t - pour1ng of the Spirit? Schn!e i'ind12 

m1dertakos to ana11t!lr t his chara;a by emonstrating a ·threo.f.'old 

Nea Tes tament c oncept of' Jesus as the Bearer oX God' s Spirit: 

e) a s the triumphe.nt. exai t ed Ono (Ac . 2:33 ) J b) in nis workn 

on earth aa being i'Ull o~ the Spirit (Mk. 3:29 ; Jn. 3134); and 

c ) the. t !'1. .. om tlw vory be5innins 1Iis life ·t1as de Germined by 

th.a Spi ri t as seen f'l-0111 tho bi1"th narratives . He concludes 

tl:'i..a -~ t~he1"0 is no co1-if.11o t. but rather a demons tra t!on of' the 

re:i. th ol' the oarly Chl. .. 1.s M.ans, who really se."i•; the p::. .. esonce of' 

God :!.11. J t,sus 1 porson &.nd life., 111 His birth• Ilia .;ork, His 

:;u•~ more i mport e.r.'l t r oz, tllis thesis 1s the fact t iat the 

descent ot: ths Spirit oc01.,rred at the occas'r.on of' Jesus ' bap• 

i;is\u. Ti"»J.S s gs.111 bap tism us.a g iven a decisive new content. 

The precise meaning of' the Spil"i i; in baptism must await a 

1a~.:;0:r chap ter. 13 Suti'ice it to say at tbis point that the 

r1 to ot. .. baptimn had under€one an inner transforzna tion. John 

had · ere·tofore baptized morely t-Tl th wa te1• . flencef"orth• as a 

direct result of the Spirit's descen;; at the baptism or Jesus., 

baptism was inseparably co1L~ected with the Gift of' the Holy 

Ghost. 

'!'hese tlfo new elements in connec tion with Josue• oun 

12 Schn1ewind., .o..R• ~ . • P• 27 . 

l3Inf'ra• Chapter IX. 
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baptlsm--S i s death and rosu:rreotion and t he gif't or the Holy 

Sp1r1t--al s o shed light on Hi s s tatement previous to His 

bapti sms n Thus :1 t b ecome th u a t o .tult111 a11 r15}lteousneas'! 

( i.'l t . 3:1,$) . "'hrough !li a death and res urre c t ion " Jesus will 

ef:t'ec t a a oneral f'org1veness, nllf. wh ich is conveyed by the 

Ho l y Spirit. Schlatt er emphas 1 z os ·tba t th'-s ful .f11lment is• 

therefore~ not only an a c t of' ob dienc e . but a lso one of 
lS l ove. I n t his way a lso Jesus• baptism is the ~oundation 

~or the bap t i sm which He later aut hor izes the Church to per-

~ 'he t;hurch i s consti tuted her e as t he l ocus or the 
Ho l y Sr,i 1•i t 11 as the Body of Christ crucified and ris­
en. 1!1hus t'he bapti s mal dee.t h of Christ compl e ted one! 
f or nll on t he cr oss 1>asses over i n t o Church baptism. 6 

Thi s bapt ism, which He au tho1,ized His Church to :iJ6l•f'oi'"lll1 !s 

oaaentially t he s ame as t h e i.">apt1::;?a ib :i...;h e H:tmeelf expar• 

i enced. T"nua lle man1f'es tad Himsel.f as t he One who Has to 

baptize with t he Holy Spirit. 

That t h is even t is the i'ow1d..~t,.on for Cht-i stian bap tism 

is 1'1..11all.y and c on clt1.s ive l y evidenced :!.n i ts s pecif ically 

Trinitar i an char a cter . The Father's oormai s aion!ng and approv­

i ng words in the ~ Qol ,:..rare a ddressed to the Son, who was 

to 0xecu te Hia will• a n d was a noint ed to that t ask by the Holy 

11!•cul.ll11an., .2.2• ~., p. 18. 

l.$Ad.olph Scti..lntt;er. Der .t.va n;i:elist .i:.la t thaeus (Stutt$8,rt: 
Celwer Verlag ., 19!'-8 ), PP• 69- 90. " 

l6cu11.man, .22,. ,ill., P• 22. 
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Spirit. This Tr1n1tar1a~ revelation repeats itself anew with 

each baptism embodying in its formula the ~orda or Christ's 

Commission to baptizo in the Name of tho Father and of tho 

Son and o~ the Holy Ghost (Mt. 28 :19). 

In sunmiary of this chapter we conclude that Christ. as 

the Fulf1l.ler o:r Old Testament 1',ess!anic prophecy. gave to 

baptism a decisi·vely net•7 content at the occasion of His own 

baptism. Thenceforth baptism waa connected with His death and 

resurrection and with the @ift of the Holy Spirit. Thus God's 

z•eden:p t i ve ac ti vi t y :!n baptism 1 s cast in to a spa cit'i cally 

Tr1ni tar:tan revel ation o~ Himself'• 



CHAPTER VII 

CHRIS".'!IAif B1\PTISM AS INCORPORATION INTO THE CHURCH 

The last cllapter pointed out that 1f..o1J.en Jesus was 'be.1,­

tized8 the ri~e of baptiam received a decisive new content. 

differe n t .fro1u t he content 1t had hel.d prev:loualy. 'l."'a e bur• 

den oT ·i;ha la s ·t tm"'ea chap tars ,.t 11 be to a.l].ow that the ef­

fects o:? John's bap tialll carz-y over i nto CLr:tst!an baptism. 

to which i t reveals certain airnilari"iiies . Yet. even these 

o1m11ar1ties 1.>3o., .. the 111arks of tho dec:tsivo new order which 

Clu .. is'ii ushGl-"ed !n and i·1'hich a r e ref'l.ected in 'baptiam1 s new 

content. 

Chapt er III dis cu ssed briefly Jo I s ccn capt of: the King­

dom and the rols t-1b.ich it occupied L-i his preaeh1ng. It f'Ur• 

thor-more sour ht to d emonstrate that entrance into the King-

,a.om 1ms -,;•:ta J"ohn I s b~ tiom. A siillil ari ty to Christian 'bap­

t ism i nm1ed:•.a tely pr esents 1 ts elf. For as Jo:ti..n I s ba.pt1 sm 

oponed the doo:r into tlle Kin'3dom. so a lso Christian baptism 

:ts the z•i ta or :tni tia tion in to the Cimrch. But these tHo 

ope1--ations cannot be entirely i d€rn'tical, a a is witnessed by 

Christian baptism's new content. 

An i r11portant question arises at this point. tlbat 1s the 

r6lationship b e tt-:een the Kingdom and the Chu!'eh? A brief' 

glance at a. concordanoo will dready indicate certain differ-

I 
I 
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ent emp.bases.1 l·lhereas the concept of the Kingdom as the 

sphere or God1 s gracious activity. characteristic of the Old 

Testament., carries over into a prominent position in the Gos­

pels• it .falls into a position of secondary emphasis L"l the 

Epis t:b s. "The IC1ngdom" occurs about 120 times in the Gospels -

and eight times in Acts. I11 the rest or the books 1 t is found 

only a total of' 'l."Wenty-.four times. The predon1inant emphasis 

in later apostolic times :ls rather on the Church, evident f'rom 

the f'a c t that., 1,1h:lle '> ' I e IJ ~ ;11 ') u- I /j., occurs only in 1•I t. 16: 18 

and 18:17 in the Gospels, it is found about 110 times 1n the 

epistles. 

S cholars have given principally three answers to the 

q1 estion of the t>ela tionahip between the concepts. Some hold 

t he two to be identical. Otr~rs hold that the two are not 

the anme. Then there is a mediating view which holds ttiat• 

1-m i .b thoy are not to be regarded as identical by the Nell Testa­

ment. they ere nevertheless always found in essential rela­

tionship with each other. This latt er view is championed by 

t h e Swedish theologians. G8sta Lindeskog in a comprehensive 

essay on the subject2 otf'ers this conelusion1· 

l · Cf'. Ali'red Schliloller, Handk:onkordanz ,mm Grieahischen 
Neuen Testarnent (Tenth edition; Stu ttgart1 Priv. ~·Iuertt. 
Bibela11sta.lt• 1953), sub ~.,.o ,~~iDl • PP• 79-81• and E1oc}.,,-r1~ 
PP• 1~-1ss. 

2GBs ta Lindeskog, "The Kingdom of' God and the Church• n 
This Is The Chu.rah• edi tad by Anders Nygren. translated from 
tl'ieSwedTsri by Carl c. Rasmussen (Phi ladelphiat The Muhl.en• 
berg Press, 1952), pp. 136-11~7• 
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In ·the Ne-w Tes tam0nt s ense. t h en, the Church means the 
f'ollows i p or Cb,ris t her e m:1d nm.,r--th1s and nothing 
els o ••• The Church is no more identical with .the King­
dom o:r: God thn11 Josus H1.mself i s . Bu ·~ one imist doubt-
ls a s say tha t e.00ord1ng to the early Cbr1st1nn concept 
the Chu.~.,ch r epres ents the cont inuation or Jesus• histor­
ic activi t ;r. 'l'lle .full consutl'm'k."\ tion of the Kingdom of God 
dicl not oome e :lther t·1i th t ho wol"k or Chr1et in h1atol'J' 
or w:!. th the CJ.1urch . 'l'he wo?•k o f' ,je sus wc.3 to call t o 
the Ki ngdom of' God a n d to s ave i n tha 't Ki ;;13do.01. 'Ibis 
is also the task or the Oln:.r>ch . '!ho Kln...,dom ot"' God has 
not ye t come . bu t i t s p ot·1ers are at wor k both :!.n the 
li.fe o~ Jeous and in the Church (cf. Heb . 6:,S--C'll'is t ians 
sha~e :i.n the powers or the a ge to come) • In this s enee 
t he Church belongs to the Kingdom or God; bu.t the King­
dom o f God is mor e the n t he Church. The Kingdo o God 
is a cosmic• ui1i veraal concep t , and therefore it ie the 
onl y 31gorou aly escha t ologi ~al ,concep t i n t he New Testa­
ment. 

On t i_e basis of the .foregoing study the conclusion 1.s 

va l i dl y dra'Wl.l tha t Christian bap t i sm aa the act of incorpor­

ation into t he Cht1r ch paral lels ~~e bsptia~ of John. those 

ba p t i s m ef fec ted entrance into the Kingdom. Th.e radically new 

e le ment of t he ?fow Testament, however. is that entrance 111to 

the Kingdom i s by way of the Church, which is to say. by way 

of .fellowsh i p ·with C'iris t . The l{:lngdom• conceived as the 

sphere of God's gracious activity, 1s in the New Testament 

focused in t he person end work of Christ. whose BodJ' is the 

Church. "-~Y lc.,,ather worketh hitherto. and ! work" (Jn • .$:17). 

In this sense, ·ttwreforo. we prop0rly speak of Christian bap­

t ism as the act o-£ incorporation into the Chlu•cll; namely• that 

it effects a fellowship with Christ. It remains now to exa­

.1ni1iie bapt1s111 more closely as incorporation into fellowship 
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with Ohrie t . 

'!'hf> ·t hought the t baptism brin gs one into r ellowship ,.,1th. 

Christ i s va riousl.y c;,xpres se d in the New Testament. In Gal. 

3:27 the verb expresses the idea of cl o thin~ onese1r with 
:, e' a. Chris t ( ~ v e. ou a~ er ue ) • Ro. 6:3•4- p:tctu.res ~"'do fellowship 

as a s m rir..g or His dea t h and r e surrec tion. 'l'he i dea of bap­

t ism a s a covenant 'tvi th t he n ew I s i,el is i rn.pl1ed i n Ge.l. 3: 

27-29 . I ~• 
t O O lf r..,µ1.. gives yet a nothar picture . 

> • ., 
The expr ess ion ~ , s. • u O v C.LI d.. is common i n a coil'D.llercia l 
con t e t: ao1ne p roper ty ia "Oaid or trs.ns re1"red I into J-he 
nrunc1 of e oone 11 1 . 3 • ., i nto :i:is a ccount. So the person 
oapti~ed g j s._ .-1 ove.c.u. z.u ~ ,<up/oo b$:)aI"s public t estiu1ony 
that be bas become C'nris t ' s property. ~ . 

The di ~ rent prepositions used in camiectim~ wit h the bap tis-

n~ l i'ormu.la ( 
> 

l:'IS' I 

, ~ , 
E v , f! 71 L ) ., t hough each po 1•hapa bear-

il.15 a s ligh t l y d i f'.feren t conno tation., navort heless all convey 
r.:: 

·th e i de a of fellowship ·with Ch.::. .. 1st • .:, 

Onl y a supe:rt i cifl.l r eading will r ee.d a r ea l dit'.ference 

4-F. ~. i.truce, The Acts of the A.oos t les (London : Tlle 
Tyndal e Pi"'e ss . 1951,-;-p . 107:- 'Fi en1i ngton rin ds t he o r!p;ip 
of' t he expr es s i on w1 tpin Jud&iam., e s pecially i n v iew of t he 
.fr equ ency t.Ji t h which ;, ,,ll..JJ d.. o c curs in t he Sep t-ua gint. As to 
its mee.n i n g ., however,lll he als o concl :tdes t ~ t "the ' name• of'• 
f'ers a niar k or owne1 .. s ll1p. 0 w . .. ;o . Fl emi ng t on ., !h!, illew Tes t a­
ment Doc ·t r1l1e o f Baptism (Loncio11: SP CK, 19.$3), P• Ji5; 

Sa :ruce under s ,;anda £"' i ns trumental.l y ; e . g .• in Ac . 2: 
38 , where he read s t he v c.:triant . " 'l'he name of' Je sus Chr i st i s 
an • accomr.>a'l1yi1_1.g circumstance 1 or t he bap tism. According 
to /_ActiT 22:16 tll.e p ers;!,D b!,l) t ized called at his bap tism on 
t h e name ox Je sus, er. £Ac t§/ 2;211 proj'.>a~ly b¥ way of con-
fessing .1'a1th i n Him. • • • Elf -r/J, 01,•o µot"t"t -r,voft 
[e. e • ~ .<\ c. 2: 38, ti es t l e t ffXN .means t 0 11 the ~ 'll. tllori t y of 
someone.• ct. Luke 2Ji:47. Bruce, .9.E.• cit., P• 98. 
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into tb..e various ob jects or the baptistnal fellowship with 

Chr13t. ihen the Net-7 Te stament uses the expressions or being 

'baptized 0 into Christ:' (Go.l • .3:27), or 11 in Bia Name" (Ac. 

10:43). or u1nt o His death" (Ro. 6:3 ) , or 11 1noo Iiis Bodyn 

(1 Cor. 12113 ). or into the T1•1nity (Nt. 28: 19) . it speaks 

o:f' di!"f'sren'l:; aspects o:r the same taing. The name identifies 

the pei .. s on and. h is work ( 1 Cor. l: 13). Bence to be baptized 

into hris t 1 s Name is to be baptized into His person and 

work. The same thoitght is express ed 1n the .phrase "baptized 

into His Body. " 1;Tha Body ox Christ into 1ihich we are bap­

tized :l.s at t t:ie sa&"11e time the cru.cif"ied Body of Christ and 

H.1a r e sur•:i.--ection Body. " 6 And :f'ellowahip with Christ means 
7 

to h..ave f ollowship ·t-1! t h the Triune G(?d • 

Ba. tisn1al rellotrship with Ch.z·:i.st rests ultimately u pon 

His d ee.th ancl reourrectio11 . uThe ·whole work o'£ otu• salvation 

was a ccomplishad in Christ's death and I"eeurreotion. By bap­

tism lrre were D1S.de partakers in the .fulness or this salvation. 118 

This t hought i s given c l assica l expression in Ro. 6, where 

Paul diecusses what takes place in be.p tisiu. '!'his passage• 

6oscar Oul J.1nan., Battis~ j;g the ~ Testament, trans­
l.a ted by J. K. s . ReidLonaon: SCM J:'ress, Ltd., 19SO), 
P• ,30. 

1cr. Jn. 10:J0,,38; also i' ~1'"a, 01-t..apter IX . 'l1he Tri­
nitarian baptismal rormula of" the Great Commission assumes 
the same Trinitarian presence th.et was revealed at the occa­
sion of" Jesus1 OlAl baptism 

8r,. s. Thornton, The Common Life in the ~ of Christ 
(Londona Dacre Press, 7:9.So) • P• ~ - - -


