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for giving, it will be necessary to remember that "grace,"
as 1t 1s used here, has divine characteristies.l At first
glimpze one might say this grace 13 not always used in re-
lation to God, as for instance in 8:4. Admittedly, there
are shades of meaning, but the basic thought of the "grace
of God" influences each usage.

The first study, then, should be of this primary mean-
ing of grace, which could be defined as follows: God's gra-
¢lous disposition which for Christ's sake He cherishes in
Himself toward sinful mankind and by which He in His heart
forgives men their sins. This gracious disposition of God
i3 declared unto men in the Gospel with the intent that
they should helieve 1t.2 As 1is mentioned in 8:1, it is al-
Wways beetowed, never of human origin. Thayer'a3 definition
glves a fine emphasis to this when he says yQé;g is "the
merciful kindness by which God exerting His holy influence
uvon souls, turns them to Christ, keeps, strengthens, in-
ereases them in Christisn faith." Grace is completely the-
ocentriec. It is God's love toward man.

The Anostle gave the Corinthians hils meaning of grace

1 7
For study of X«pi5 see Appendix B.

2prancis Pieper, Christian Dogmatics (St. Iouis: Con-
cordia Publishing House, 1951), 1L, 7.

37. H. Thayer, A Greek-English Lexicon of the New Tes-
tament (New York: American Book GO., aYy, p. 6b6.
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in the ninth verse of the eighth chapter when he begins:
"For ye lknow the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ . . . ."
For God's definition of grace, Paul points the Christian
to a person and to an event that took place in history.
The person ie God Himself in the form of the Man Jesus.
The sct in history is His mission on earth for the palva-
tion of souls.

Grace gives us this picture of Jesus Christ. He is
called "Lord," end rightly He should be, for He is God Him-
Belf, the Master of the universe. He is called "rich" be-
cause in Him 1= all the fullness of the Godhead (Co0l.2:9).
He has full possession of all glory, honor, and power. And
all this majesty is His which He had with the Father before
the world begen. Human words fail adequately to portray
this richnees of the Lord Jesus Christ.

However, the verse goes on to relate that our Lord set
these mighty and glorious powers aside and became "poor."#
Or as Phil.2:8 says, "humbled Himself." It was thus that
our Lord makes His appearance in history, as the Man Christ
Jdepue. In Christ we find God become poor, who of His own
free vill descended, to place Himself under the Law. But
thies humility of our Lord did not solely consist in being a

/7
ksee Appendix € for study of the word TTWYEVEIV,
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man, but the idea intrinsically contains what Phil.2:8 re-

veals, that He became "obedient unto death, even the death

of the cross." Here i1s the fullness of the thought of

| being "poor," the sacrifice of the Innocent Lord for the
l rebellious servant. Paul points the Corinthians to this
for their conception of grace--the suffering Servant and

I His eacrifice on Calvary.

I However, our initial definition spoke of grace as not
Just an objective thing which makes a nice story, but it

" 1s for human beings, as 8:9 goes on to explain. The Lord
Jesus Christ became poor "for your sakes . . . that ye . .

might be rich." This 1s grace to the Christian, that our

Lord offers him the benefits of His poverty, enriches His
child with the forgiveness of his sins. The gracious gift
of God turns rebellious servants into pardoned sons of God
énd heirs of eternal 1life. The Apostle finds grace always
In Christ and Hié sacrifice, His poverty on behalf of man-
kind. This grace was bestowed on the Macedonians (8:1),
the Corinthians, and all who will accept that forgiveness
by faith.

It 1s most certain that this grace of God in Jesus
Christ is of utmost importance in a discussion of Chris-
tian giving. Paul meant it so to be for the Corinthians.
He always had this picture of his Lord in the back of His

mind in whatever he did or said. When he was searching for
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an example of Christian living, always the love of his Sa-
vior for mankind came to mind, as in 8:9. Christ was an
example for living, but more important, He was for Paul
his Redeemer, and thus his power for living. This he de-
sired to communicate to his people, as God does to us by
Paul's words. Yes, even in the midst of speaking about a
budget St. Paul's exclamation ought not startle us: "Thanks
be unto God for His unspeakable Gift" in Jesus Christ.D

That Christ enriches us in forgiveness through His
boverty is the basic i1dea of the grace of God. But it is
evident that many uses of grace in these two chapters do
not harmonize strictly with the foregoing thought. Con-
sequently, there is distinguishable in "grace" a secondary
shade of meaning, one which reflects the gift of God in
Christ. Thayer6 considers this second aspect as action or
attitude which 1s due to grace--a token or proof of grace.
This collection may then be called a "grace," because the
desire to give liberally is due to the working of Christ's
forgiveness, empowering the Christian to give as a child of

God. Plummer! explains it thus--God's grace has been and

5See Appendix D for the interpretation of 9:15.
Srhayer, op. eit., p. 666.

TAlrred Plummer, A Critical and Exegetical Commentar
on the Second E 1stlé of 8t. Paul to the EorInEhI ans (New

York: Cherfes Soribaen's Sons. IoT8); ».
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still is operating there producing in the converts a mar-
vellous degree of Christisn generosity. This can be called
the grace of giving, the giving of gifte by Christians out
of love, acknowledging that i1t i= the grace of Christ that
Produces in them the power to do them. This grace is the
outward proof that the divine grace of forgiveness and life
is within us. As Klings in the Lange Commentary says: "Ev-
ery enlargement of the heart among the people of a place
may properly be characterized as a putting forth of divine
grace."

The Macedonians, of whom Paul wrote, seemed to have
in a large measure this grace of giving which flows from
the grace of forglveness. Such action as he proceeds to
describe is supernatural--1t 1s beyond the range of unre-
generate humanity.g The Apostle tells us that they were in
deep poverty. The phrase 1; KT Pl-,gous rm.axu:t gives the
connotation of down to the depths.10 Yet Paul tells the
Corinthians that their Joy at being saved by Christ, their

8. p. Kling, "The Second Epistle of Paul to the Cor-

inthians," A Commentary on the Hol Scrigture edited by
J. P. Laﬁge (New York: Charles Scribner's oﬁs, 1915),

9H. L. Goudge, The Second Epistle to the Corinthians
(Londoni' Methments o bt ia —ibomT s ey e

104, T. Robertson, A Grammar of the Greek New Testa-

.ment in the Light of Historical Research (Third edition;

New York: George H. Doran Co., 1919), p. 607.
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Joy of fellowship with Christ, and the assurance of their
salvation Jjust overflowed and opened their hearts to give
liberally for the rellef of their brethren. This, the
Apostle emphasizes, was done freely, not by over-persuasion
Or necessity, but of their own acccrd. A clear example is
Presented here of the grace of glving, where the will of
Man, renewed by faith in Christ, does freely the will of
God.

In speaking of stewardship of money, Trimble
that times change, conditions change, and methods of col-
lecting money may differ, but the spirit of Christian giv-
ing must be the same through all ages. The Chricstian life
1c committed to partnershilp with God through Jesus Christ.

11 urites

Verse five of the elzhth chapter points this up when Paul
deelares that the Macedonlans "first gave their own selves
To the Lord." He was explaining to the Corinthians, by the
example of others, that this grace of giving meant at the
outset to dedicate oneself wholly to the Lord. Money az a
form of power i1s so intimately related tc the possessor
that one cannoct consistently give money without giving

self, nor can one give self without giving noney.12 The

1ly, B. Trimble, The Christian Motive and Method in
gtewardahig (Nashville, Tenn.: Cokesbury Press, 1929),

127pi1d., p. 15=.
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negative of this principle is demonstrable in the world of
business, where many are driven by the lust for money, so
that it possesses them completely. Can it not be said,
then, that in vhatever manner the Christian gives himself
to the Lord, he will also give his substance to the Lord?

This giving of oneself to the Lord infers the acknow-
ledgment of God's ownership of all. For a Christian there
18 no absolute right in property, he is a steward, a trus-
tee (Matt.25:14). It is his Master's money he has. When
Christ saw men insecure and impoverished, He bade them seek
first the Kingdom of God (Matt.6:24-33). When it is real-
1zed that God's hand is in everything, that He owns all--
His gift of life to the child of God--then the people of
God give themselves to the Lord. This means a renunciation
of all personal interests and a complete self-dedication.
What renunciation of self is, is illustrated graphically by
8 poor Chinese girl, many years ago, who brought eighty-
five cents to the missionary for the Lord's cause. The
missionary learned later that the l1little girl had sold her-
gelf into perpetual slavery for the eighty-five cents she
gave to spread the Gospe1.13 She first gave her own self

to the Lord.

13charles Pflueger, Sowing and Reaping (Columbus, O.:
Lutheran Book Concern, i9 > P. 45, i
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Giving oneself to the Lord (8:5) is closely related to
glving oneself to the ministry and thus to the Church. The
Apostle says both in one breath of the Macedonians: "first
gave their own selves to the Lord and unto us, by the will
of God." There is not intention of a "first to the Lord,
then to us," but rather the sequence denotes 2 close con-
nection. Giving to Paul, as the minister of Christ and
servant of the Church, was the practical manifestation of
glving to the Lord. 4As Calvin suggests:

It 1s cuite 2 common thing, that when God charges or

commands through means of anyone, He assoclates the

peraon whom He employs as His minister, both in au-

thority to enjoin,,and in obedience that is rendered

(ce. acts 15:58) .14
Therefore, when the pastor and the Church asks for money of
its pecple, it is asking for a demonstration of Christian
Gedication, as Paul describes. The minister need not
apologize for requesting money.

The Macedonians provide & marvelous example of dedi-
cation to the Apostle and to the Church. This could have
been manifest in the form of money, but because of their

Poverty, poseibly it means a genexral disposivion to do all

that wes in their power. This meant personal service in

l%50nn Calvin, Commentary on the Epistle of Paul the
Apostle to the Corinthians, trans. dJ. ngngIe {Grand Rapids,
EEcE.: W, B. Eeraman Publiching Co., 1048), II, 287-288.
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Spreading the Gospel for such men as Sopater of Berea, Ar-
istarcius and Secindus of Thessalonlca (Acts 20:4), Epapn-
roditus of Philippi (Phil.2:25-30). The Hacedoniens' beg-
&ing to participate in the work (8:4) was doubtiessly a
deep concern for the Church. Christians were in need, and
these Macedonians desired to help fellow saints in the Body
f Christ, for they had so dedicated themselves to the Lord
and to His Church.
Tne Aposile provides for the Corinthians another pilc-

ture of this grace of giving by the use of Jom/a.-n,’ (3:8,
24), to prove by testing.l® In testing the sincerlty of
their love by an appeal to the example of others lies the
eéxhortation to demonstrate their love. This is made ex-
Plicit in verse twenty-four. Paul had preached to them of
the forgiveness of sins and the love of God. The Corinth-
lans had responded, declaring that by faith this love was
theirs, and they formed a church (1 Cor.1:2). Now, says
Paul, prove to the Church that this grace, this locve of
God, is in you; prove it by the test of Christian living,
éspecially by Christian giving. The Macedonlians had given
for this purpose, to show above all things their grateful
love to Christ their Redeemer. Their desire to contribute
was emphatic evidence of their love. Christians have

15Thayen, op. eit., p. 154.
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Passed the test of their love in this manner from the time
that they were known as Caristians. The results of tails
are demonstrable today in the growth of charitles and the
Epread of the Gospel.

In conclusion, the motives for Christian glving czn
rest only in the person and work oi the Lord Jesus Christ.
As strange as it may seem to mix contributions with Cal-
vary, Paul declares decisively that the vision of Christ's
boverty must always be before the eyes of the Church in any
Christian financial endeavor. For from the Cross of Christ
does the child of God gain power and abllity to give as a
Christian, as the Macedonians did. At Golgotha he 1s en-
riched so that he is able to dedicate wholly his life and
his substance to the Lord and His Church. For in this de-
dication and by acting upon that dedication in liberal giv-
ing, does the Christian pass the test of the sincerity of

his love.




CHAPTER IV
CHARACTERISTICS OF CHRISTIAN GIVING

The Apostle Paul definitely portrayed the reason, the
Jover, the abllil{y for Christian glving--the grace of the
Lord Jesus Christ. Howsver, St. Pzul was desirous also of
blacing belore his people the manner in which a Christian
glves, and conseguently he sprinkled throughout his exhor-
tation the characteristics of Christian giving.

One of these outstanding characteristics znéd the one
which Bible readers probably are most familier witn are the
words of 9:7: "For God loveth a cheerful giver." This is a
iree quotation from the Septuagint addition to Proverbs 22:
8. The duty of almsgiving played a large part in Hebrew
ethicu and it was to be done without covetousness, ungrudg-
ingly, cheerfully (Deut.15:10; Tobit 4:7; Ecelus.35:9).1
These same characteristics, Paul says, are to be attributed

to Christian giving.
The Apostle, to the New Testament Church, gives the

1J. H. Bernard, "The Second Epistle to the Corinthi-

ans," The Expositor's.Greek Testament, edited by W. Robert-
sgn,ﬂim—(f%__ondom Hodder & Stoughton, Ltd., 1900), IIX,
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réason for this cheerfulness (9:?).2 Their jo,, especlally
&5 exempliiied oy Vne Macedonlans (C:2), rises Irom the
Pardon for their sins--the grace of God. Cheerfulness
Comes Co those [illed wlth divine love. Ia regard %o thelr
8iits, Joy in God's fellowshlp lifted the Hacedonians to
the level where they were released from the love of money .
The real depth of this joy i shown in their cheerful-
ness even in extreme poverty. Verse two of the eightn
chapter mentvions the affllctions whlich the Macedoaians had
undergone-~either affliction of poverty which was shared
in common with feliow cibtlzens, arfliction which arose from
the social conditions, or those pecullar to Chrilstians due
to perzecution. One can at once see the aifficuliy of giv-~
ing cheeriully when welghted down with poverty. DLut with
©d all things are possible. He can give the desire to be
geénerous and the means of belng generous. Flummer glves a
fine cemment on this jJoy in which the Macedonizns lived:
'The abundance of their joy;' a strange thing to be
found 'in much testing of affliction.' But few things
are more characteristic of the Caristlans of the A-

Postolic Age than their exuberant joy . . . . This a-
biding and conspicuous effect of the Good Tidings was

n /

“The word f\afos is derived from ?Xdos -=propitious,
graclous, It connotes a joyous readiness of mind to do
something. Used only here in S:7 in the New Testament, al-
though thepe'rys is found in Rom.12:8. Cf. Ecclus.26:4.

J. H. Thayer, A Greek- lish Lexicon of the New Testament
American Booﬁ C 301

(New York: 0., 1889), P. .
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the leading cause of the Gospel's rapid success.J

Speaking of the positive characteristics of giving al-
S0 necessitates a warning against the negative. That 1is
what Paul does in 9:5 where he warns against an offering of
covetousness. As Robertson says, "Some offerings exhibit
covetousness on the part of the giver by their own niggard-
liness "4 Again in 9:7 the Apostle says that the giving is
not to be done grudgingly or of necessity. In contrast to
the free, cheerful giving which originates from a heart
gladdened by pardon, Paul places another kind of giving
that springs from selfish motives. When such are the mo-
tives, a sadness and a gloomy frame of mind accompanies the
parting of the gift from the giver. Then it is compulsion
that drivee a man to give, only because he cannot avoid it.
Against this the Apostle warns, and pictures for us a man
with Christ-powered motives. Concerning him Paul says,

"@od loveth a cheerful giver."

Another outstanding characteristic of Christian giving
is the liberality of the offering (9:11,13). Here we have
the fine example again of the Macedonians. Today when peo-

3A1fred Plummer, A Critical and Exegetical Commenta
on the Second Epistle of St. Paul to EEESEEFIEEhIEns (New
York: Charles Scribner's Sons, 1915), p. 233.

¥4. T. Robertson, Word Pictures in the New Testament
(New York: Harper & Brothers, 1931), 1V, 248.
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Ple claim they are too poor to give, we excuse them. But
these poor Macedonians didn't want to be excused, even
though the Apostle did not expect them to give much (8:5).5

The poverty of these people must have been sreat.s
LivyT tells us that the economic conditions in Macedonia
Were truly harsh. Successive civil wars raged through the
country. Then the Romans had taken possession of the gold
and silver mines, and were taxing heavily the smelting of
copper and iron. They had reserved to themselves the im-
bportation of salt and the felling of timber for ships. The
Macedonians said that their nation was like a lacerated and

disjointed animal.
Beside this economic poverty over the entire land, it

SPour expressions denote the idea of liberality. 1In
8:2; 9:11,13 ar\em is used. This connotes the virtue of
one who 1: free from pretenség, an ogemslegs of heia;rtéha%'hay-
er, op. eit., p. 57. Taps dvvaaw in 8:3 suggests
1BeTRiTEy 15 ROt 4 set Gmount, but according to ability.
LLig_., P. 159. For &adpdrm (é=20) see Appendix B. Tlepro-
cedw  implies that it should be more than enough, it

should overflow. Thayer, op. cit., pP. 505.

’
6Sup::-a.,, P. 22. The phrase » mto RBwHous in 8:2
Presents a plcture of a vessel which is almost empty into
which we must reach down deep. C. F. Kling, "The Second
Epistle of Paul to the Corinthians," A Commentary on the
lgi_o_1¥b8cr1 tures, edited by J. P. Lange (New '!orE: “Charles
cribner's Sons, 1915), VI, 138.

TLivy, with an English Translation, trans. by A. C.
Schles ngef- (Cambridge, Mass.: rva 'University Press,
1951), XIIXI, 347-351.




