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I CHAPTER III 

THE MOTIVE FOR CHRISTIAN GIVING 

In order that this colleot1on among the Corinthians 

might be a success both in quantity as well as 1n Quality, 

the Apostle deemed 1t neoes&ary under the guiding hand or 

Ood to direct the Corinthians to the source or true Chris­

tian g1 ving. Ve1•y clearly Paul unveiled the motive for 

giving. The power to pertorm this work 1n every sense cen­

ters in tbe grace of the Lord Jesus Christ. The Apostle 

finds the motive for all Christian 11te--not excluding 

g1v1ng--1n his Savior. And because Paul finds his basis 

f'or stewardship in Christ. it 111 not strange to .find h1m 

quickly switching from contemplation or the redemption to 

sanctification. Our topic is a oase 1n point, for in 1 Cor. 

lb we discover Paul telling his Corinthian brethren to lay 

by them in store a contribution. Thia 1a imlnedtately pre­

ceded by his discussion of' the resurrection. For Paul 

there is evidently no conflict in the two ideas. 

Glancing quickly over the two chapter&, j.t 1a note­

worthy that the word 11grace" 1a used frequently. It is 

also or great importance to note that eaoh uae or this word 

either rerers to God or denotes something 1n relation to 

God. Consequently~ 1n the d1souaaion ot grace aa a motive 
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tor giving, it will be neceaaary to reM■ber that "grace," 

aa it is used here, has divine ohaMcter1at1ca.1 At first 

gl1mpae one m1ght oay thiB grace 1a not always used in re­

lation to Goa , as for instance in 8:4. Adm1ttedl7, there 

are shade3 of meaning, but the basic thought or the ''grace 

or Got.,:' inf l uences eaoh usage. 

The r 1rst s t udy , then, should be of this primary mean­

ing or gra ce, which could be defined an follows: God's gra­

cious disposition which ~or Christ's sake He cherishes in 

H1ms-:? l f t owa r d e1ntul mankind and by which Ho 1n H1a hea-rt 

forgives men t hci~ sins. This gracious disposition or God 

is declared unto men in the Gospel with the intent that 

they should believe it.2 As is mentioned in 8:1, 1t is al­

ways bes towed, never of human origin. Thayeza•a3 de.finltlon 
, 

gives a fine emphasis to this when he says "'-r~ is "the 

111erc11'ul J<i ndnes.s by which Ood ~xert1ng His holy ini"luence 

upon souls, turns them to Christ., keeps, strengthens, in­

creases them ,.n Christian f aith. 11 Grace 1s completely the­

ocentrin. It 1s God' s love t0trard man. 

The Apos tle gave the Corinthians his meaning or grace 

1Po:" s tudy of' X,"-f ,, see Appendix B. 
2Pranc1s P1eoer ~ Christian Do;"7t1cs (St. Louis: Con­

cordia Publishing.House, 1951)., II, • · 

3J. H. 'thayer., A Greek-English Le:xioon ,!!! the lfew ~­
tament (New York : American Book Co • ., -1889), p.~~ 
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in the ninth verse or the e1ghth chapter when be begins: 

"For ~e know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ • • • • 11 

Por God•u definition or grace, Paul points the Christian 

to a pereon and to an event that took place in history. 

The person ! s God Himself" in the form ot the Man Jesus. 

'l'he act 111 history !e His mission on earth tor the salva­

tion or souls. 

Grace gives us this picture of Jesus Chr1.st. He is 

called 11Lord.1
11 e.nc! rightly He should be, tor He is Ood Him­

self, the Mester or the universe. He ia called "rich" be­

cause 1n Him i s all the rullnesa of the Godhead (Col.2:9). 

He has full possession ot all glory, honor, and power. And 

all this majesty ie His which He had with the Father before 

the world began. Human worda rail adequately to portray 

this richness or the Lord Jesus Christ. 

However, the verse goes on to relate that our Lord set 

these mighty e.nd glorious powers aside and became "poor. 114 

Or as Ph11.2:8 says, "humbled Himself." It was thus that 

our Lord makes His appearance 1n history, as the Nan Christ 

Jeeue. In Christ•~ find God become poor, who ot H1s awn 

tree will descended, to place HilllBelt under the Law. But 

this humility or our Lord did not solely conoist in being a 

4see Appendix c tor study of the word 
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man, but the idea 1ntr1ns1cally contains what Phil.2:8 re­

veals, that He became "obedient unto death, even the death 

or the cross." Here 1s the rullness ot the thought ot 

being "poor," the sacrifice of the Innocent Lord tor the 

rebellious servant. Paul points the Corinthians to this 

for their conception or grace--the surtering Servant and 

His eacr1r1ce on Calvary. 

However, our initial definition spoke or grace as not 

Just an objective thing which makes a nice story, but it 

1a for human beings, as 8:9 goes on to explain. The Lord 

Jesus Christ became poor "ror your sakes ••• that ye ••• 

might be rich." 'l'hls 1s grace to the Christian, that our 

Lord otters him the benefits or His poverty, enriches His 

child with the forgiveness or his sins. The gracious gift 

or God turns rebellious servants into pardoned sons or God 

and heirs or eternal lite. The Apostle finds grace always 

1n Christ and His sacrifice, His poverty on behalf of man­

kind. '.1'h1s grace was bestowed on the Macedonians (8:1), 

the Corinthians, and all who will accept that forgiveness 

by faith. 

It 1s most certain that this grace ot God in Jesus 

Christ ls or utmost importance 1n a discussion ot Chris­

tian giving. Paul meant it so to be tor the Corinthians. 

He always had this picture ot his Lord ln the back ot Bia 

mind in whatever he did or said. When he was searching tor 
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an example or Christian living, always the love ot his Sa­

vior tor mankind came to mind, as in 819. Christ was an 

example ror living, but more important, He was tor Paul 

his Redeemer, and thus his power tor living. This he de­

sired to communicate to his people, as God does to us by 

Paul's words. Yes , even in the midst ot speaking about a 

budget St. Paul's exclamation ought not startle us: "Thanks 

be unto God for His unspeakable Gift" 1n Jesus Christ.5 

That Christ enriches us 1n forgiveness through His 

poverty is the basic idea or the grace of God. But it is 

evident that many uses or grace 1n these two chapters do 

not harmonize strictly with the foregoing thought. Con­

sequently, there is distinguishable in "grace" a secondary 

shade or meaning, one which retlec.ta the gift ot God 1n 

Christ. Thayer6 considers this second aapect as action or 

attitude which is due to grace--a token or proof of grace. 

This collection may then be called a "grace.," because the 

desire to give liberally is due to the working ot Christ's 

forgiveness, empowering the Christian to give aa a child of 

God. Plummer7 explains it thus--Ood 1s grace has been and 

5see Appendix D tor the interpretation of 9:15. 

6.rhayer, SE.· ill•, p. 666. 

7Alfred PlU111118r., A Critical and Exegetical COllllll8ntau 
~ the Second Bl1stle or st. Paul ro the dorintbians (Rew 
&urlc: Charles crlbner • a "'"'!'on.;-Tg1~')71i". 233. 
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still is operating there producing in the converts a mar­

vellous degree of Christian generosity. This can be called 

the gra ce or giving. the giving or gifts by Christians out 

ot love. aclmowledgtng tha t it is the grace of Christ that 

Pl'oduces in them the power to do them. Thia grace 1s the 

outward proof that the divine grace or forgiveness and lite 

io within us. As 1t11ng8 in the Lange Commentary says: "Ev­

ery enlargement of the heart among the people ot a place 

may properly be characterized as a putting forth of divine 

grace. 11 

The Macedonians, ot whom Paul wrote. seemed to have 

in a large measure th1a grace ot giving which flows tram 

the grace or forgiveness. Such action as he proceeds to 

describe is supernatural--it is beyond the range ot unre­

generate humanity.9 'l'he Apostle tells us that they were in 
( ' '~ / deep poverty. 'l'he phrase ") "-.TV,. ~-.oous rrTw"f,.•''11. gives the 

connotation or down to the depths.lo Yet Paul tells the 

Corinthians that their Joy at being saved by Christ. their 

Be. P. Kling. 11'l'he second Epistle of' Paul to the Cor­
inthians." A Commentary on the s817 Scr1¥ture. edited by 
J. P. Lange-(New Yorkz l!liariea crlbner a Sons. 1915). 
VI, 137-138. 

9Ji. L. Goudge• .!b!, Second Bratle to J?!u!. Corinthians 
(London: Methuen a: co •• Ltd •• 1 28). p-:-So. 

lOA. T. Robertson. A Grammar ot the GNek New Testa­
. ~ in the Light ot H1ato:rlcai Aeii'arili (third edition,; 

new Yoik:7Jeorge 1r." Doran Co.• i§ig) • p. 607. 
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~07 ot fellowship with Christ. and the aaauranoe or their 

salvation just overflowed and opened their hearts to give 

liberally for the relier or their brethren. This. the 

Apostle emphasizes. was done freely. not by over-persuasion 

or necessity. but or their 01·1n accord. A clear example is 

Preaen·ted he:::::-e o: the grace or s1v1ng. where the will of 

man, renewed by ra1th 1n Chrlst. does freely the will ot 

God. 

In speaking or stewardship or money. Tr1mble11 ~rites 

that times change. conditions change. and methods or aol­

lect1ng money may differ. but the spirit or Christian giv­

ing must be the same through all ages. The Christian lite 

is committed to partnership w1tb God through Jesus Christ. 

Verse five or the eighth chapter points this up when Paul 

declares tha.t the Macedonians "first gave their own selveo 

to the Lord... He \fas explaining to the Corinthians. by the 

example of others. that this grace of giving meant at the 

outset to dedicate oneael~ wholly to the Lord. Money as a 

form ot power is so intimately related to the poaaeaaor 

that one cannot consistently give money without g1v1ng 

selr. nor can one give self without giving money.12 The 

llH. B. Trimble. The Cb1'1at1an Motive and Method 1n 
Stewardship (Rasbville-;■'Yenn. 1 cokaabm97 Pres■ • 2929)-;­
p. 160. 

12 Ibid.• p. 15=, . 



23 

negative or this principle ls demonstrable in the world ot 

business, where many are driven by the luat tor money. ao 

that it possesses them completely. Can it not be said, 

then, that in whatever manner the Christian gives himself 

to the Lord, he will also give his substance to the Lord? 

This giving or oneself' to the Lord 1ntera the aclmow­

ledgment of' God's ownership of' all. For a Christian there 

is no absolute right in property. he 1a a steward, a trus­

tee (Matt.25:14). It is his Master's money he baa. When 

Christ saw men insecure and 1mpover1ahed. He bade them aeek 

first the Kingdom or God (Natt.6124-33). When it ia real­

ized that God's hand is 1n everything, that He owns all-­

Hia gift or lite to the child of' Ood--then the people of' 

God give themselves to the Lord. Thia Mana a renunciation 

of all personal interests and a complete self'-dedication. 

What renunciation or self is, 1a illustrated graphically by 

a poor Chinese girl, many years ago. who brought eighty-

fl ve cents to the missionary tor the Lord• a cause. The 

missionary learned later that the little girl had sold her­

self into perpetual slavery tor the e1ghty-f'1ve cents abe 

gave to spread the Ooape1.13 She first gave her own self' 

to the Lord. 

13charlea Pflueger, Sowing and Reaping (Col\Dbua. o.: 
Lutheran Book Concern, 1921). p.,J'Jf. 
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01v1ng oneself to the Lord (8:5) is closely related to 

giving oneaelr to the ministry and thus to the Church. The 

Apostle sayo both in one breath or the Naoedoniana: "f'1rat 

gave thei r own selves to the Lord and unto us. by the will 

01' Ood ." The1'e is not intention or a 11r1rat to the Lord, 

~ to us.," but rather the sequence denotes a close con­

nection. Giving to Paul., as the minister or Christ and 

ser,,ent or the Church ,, was tho practical man1r~station or 

giving to the Lord. As Calvin suggestsr 

It 1 s quite a common thing, that when God charges or 
commands through means ot anyone, He aaaoc1atea the 
person whom He employs as His minister, both in au­
thority to en3oin14and in obedience that 1s rendered 
(Ct . Acts 15 : 28). 

Theref ore, when the pastor and the Church asks tor money ot 

1ts people i it i s ask1ns ror a demonstration of Christian 

~edica tion ., as P~ul describes. The minister need not 

apologi ze for requesting money. 

The Macedonians provide a marvelous example or dedi­

cation to the Apostle and to the Church. Tll1s could have 

been manifest in the form or money., but beca.uae of the1I' 

poverty., poss1bl3 it meana a gane~al disposition to do all 

that was in their power. Thia meant personal service 1n 

143ohn Calvin., Commentary on the ~lstle or Paul the 
~ ~ .the Corinthians, traii. -r. rUiiie llfrand Rapid a, 
M~:-!erdman PubiiDhing Co., 1948), II, 287-288. 
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spreading the Goapel tor such men as Sopater or Berea., Ar­

istarchus and Seo1ndus of ~hesaalonica (Acts 20:4). A9&Ph­

rocl1tus or Philippi (Phil.2:25-30). The Macedo111e.ns 1 beg­

ging to participate in the work (8:4) was doubtleaf.ly a 

cleep concarn for the Churoh. Chr1&t1ana were 1n need., and 

these Macedonians desired to help fellow saL.ta 111 the Body 

or Christ. for tile:, had ao dedicated themaelvei; to the Lord 

and to His Church. 

The Apostle provides ror the Oor1ntb1ans another pic­

ture oi' this grace or giving by the use ot do,:y,c.-,/ (8:8. 

24) • to p1•ove by testin.1.15 In testing the sincerity of' 

their love by an appeal to the example of others lies the 

6xhortation to demonstrate their love. This is made ex­

Pl1c1t in verse twenty-four. Paul had preached to them of 

the forgiveness or sins and the love ot God. The Corinth­

ians had responded, declaring that b¥ faith this love was 

theirs. and they rormed a church (l Cor.1:2). How, says 

Paul., prove to the Church that this grace, this love or 
Ood, is in you; prove it by the teat of Christian 11v1:ng. 

especially by Christian giving. Tile Macedon1ana had given 

tor this purpose. to show above all tll1Dga their gratetul 

love to Christ their Redee•r. Their desire to contribute 

waa empl1at:i.~ evidence of their love. Chr1.st1ans have 
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passed the teat of their lova 1n this manner f'rom the time 

that they were lmown as Chr1s-.;1ana. The rea:.ultu ot this 

are demonstrable today in the growth ot charities and the 

spread or tt,e Gospel. 

In conclua1on, the motives for Christian &1v1ng can 

rest only in the person and wo1•k of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

As strange aa it may seem to m1x contribut1ono with Cal­

vaey, Paul declares decisively that the v1s1on or Chr1st•a 

povert~ must always be before the eye& of the Church 1n any 

Christian f'1nanc1al endeavor. Por tram the Cross ot Christ 

does the child of God gain power and ability to give as a 

Christian, as the Macedonians did. A't Golgotha he is en­

riched so that he 1a able to dedicate wholly h1s lire and 

h1B substance to the Lord and H1s Church. For in this de­

dication and by acting upon that dedication 1n liberal giv­

ing, does the Christian pass the test of tbe sincerity ot 

his love. 



CHAPTER Ill 

CHARACTERIS'l'ICS OP CHRIS'l'IA1' GIVDJO 

The Apo«tle Paul definitely p~rtra~ed the reason, the 

power, the ab.11:i. ty fo1" Christian gi ving--the grace or the 

Lord J es\!s Chriot. Hot1ever, St. Pa ul waE de&i1•oun also or 
Pl~cing before his people the manner in which a Christian 

G1Ve6, and conse~uently he sprinkled throughout his exhor­

tation the characteristics or Christian giving. 

One oi' t hese ou.tstancU.ng characteristics and the one 

l'lh1ch Bible x-eaders probabl~ are most .familiar w1 th are the 

i'1or~ s o!' 9: 7 : "For God lo,,-eth a cheerful g1 ver." This 1a a 

i'reo quota t 1on f'rom tl1e Septuagint addition to Proverb a 221 

8 . The duty of' almsg1v1.ng played a large pa.rt in Hebrew 

eth1ca and it was to be done withou·t covetousness, wigruclg­

ingly, cneerfull~ (Deut.l~clO; Tobit 4:7; Ecclus.35:9).1 

These same characteristics. Paul says. are to be attributed 

to Christian giving. 

Tbe Apostle, to the New 'l'e&tament Church. gives the 

1J. H. Bemard, "'l'he Second Epistle to the Corinthi­
ans," 'l'he Extos1tor•s .Greek 'l'eatament, edited by W. Robert­
son N1con: ( ondon: Hodaer & Stoughton. Ltd. , 1900) • III, 
92. 
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r eason for t his cheerfulneos ( 9: 7). 2 The11~ Jo~• especially 

aa exempl i f i ed ~~ t he ~acedon! ans ( : 2). rises from the 

Par don for the ir s i ns --the gr&ce or God. Cbeerrulness 

comes t o t hooe f illed w! t h di vine l ove . L~ regard to t heir 

8:i.i'ts., Joy 111 God 's fe llow&hlp lifted t he Macedoni an:3 t o 

t he l e ve l where t heJ we1•e z-elea sed r rom ti.1e love o.r mo11e:,. 

Th~ r ea l aep th or t his JoJ i a shown 1n their cheerri.ll­

n ss ~ven i n cAt r eme po ert y . Ver se t wo of the e i ght h 

chapter menti ona the afflictions which tne Nacedonians had 

undargone- -~i t h~r aff l ict ion of pove r ty which wa3 ohared 

in common wit h f e l low cit i zens. a f fliction which az•o~e f rom 

the 3o..::1a l condi t ionz., or tho3e pecullar to Chr la,:;tia11s due 

to parsecution . One can a t once see t he dl f £1culty of gi v­

i ng cil\':ler f u.11~· when weighted do~n with pover ty. .out w1t ll 

God a ll t 1 .. 1nss ai"e possi ble. He can give the desire t o be 

generous and the means of being generous. Plwnmer gives a 

fine comment on this Joy in which the tJacedonians lived: 

'The abundance of their Joy;' a strange thing to be 
found '1n much testing of' atf'11ct1on. • But f'ew things 
are more cnaracter1st1c of the Christians of the A­
postolic Age than their exuberant 3oy • • • • Thia a­
biding and conspicuous effect of the Oood Tidings waa 

~ C\. I Cl\ -Tne wo1td lA¥os is derived from ~A•os -propitious. 
grao1011a. It connotes a .joyous read1neaa of' mind to do 
aometh1ng. Used only here 1n 917 in the Hew Testament., al­
though t>.-,.,,,s 1a found in Rom .12: 8. Cf. Bcolua. 26: 4. 
J • H. 'l'ha1er. A Greek-:tl1oh Lexicon or the Hew Testament 
(Hew York: American Boo co.. 188§) , p7 '!l5r. -
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the leading cause of' the Ooapel'a rapid auccesa.3 

Speaking or the positive character1at1ca ot giving al­

so necessitates a warning against the negative. That 1a 

'What Paul does 1n 9: 5 where he warns aga1net an ottering of' 

covetousness. As Robertson says, "Some o.tter1ngs exhibit 

covetousness on the part of' the giver by their Olffl niggard­

liness. 114 Again in 917 the Apostle saya that the giving 1a 

not to be done grudgingly or of' necessity. In contrast to 

the tree, cheerful giving which originates trom a heart 

gladdened by pardon, Paul places another kind or giving 

that springs from selfish motives. When such are the mo­

tives, a sadness and a gloomy f'rame of' mind accompanies the 

parting or the gift trom the giver. Then it 1a ccmpulaion 

that drives a man to give, only because he cannot avoid it. 

Against this the Apostle wams, and pictures tor us a man 

with Christ-powered motives. Concerning him Paul says, 

"OOd love th a cheerf'ul giver." 

Another outstanding characteristic or Christian giving 

1s the liberality of' the of'f'ering (9:11,13). Here we have 

the .f'1ne example again or the Macedonians. Today when peo-

3Al.f'red Plummer, A Critical and Exeaet1cal Commenta17 
~ the Second ij1atle of St. Paul'"To tlie Corinthians (law 
.1orlc: Charles crlbner"ss'ona;-y9'3)7P. 233. 

4A. '1'. Robertson, Word Pictures in the Bew 'l'eatament 
(Rew York: Harper a: Brothers, 1§31) .~U:-
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Ple claim they are too poor to give. we excuse them. But 

these poor Macedonians didn't want to be excused, even 

though the Apostle did not expect them to give much (815).5 

The poverty ot these people must have been great.6 

L1vy7 tells ua that the economic conditions 1n Macedonia 

were truly harsh. Successive civil wars raged through the 

country. Then the Romana bad taken poaaeasion ot the gold 

and silver mines, and were tax1Dg heavily the melting ot 

copper and iron. They had reserved to themael ves the 1m­

porta tion of salt and the felling ot t1mber for ships. 'l'he 

Macedonians said that their nation was like a lacerated and 

d1sJointed animal. 

Beside this economic poverty over the entire land, it 

5pour expreasiona denote the idea o.t' liberality. In 
8:2; 9:11,13 ~.,,.).Jr.as ia used. Thia connotes the virtue ot 
one who ia free .t'rom pretense, an openneaa or heart. Thay­
er • .22• cit., p. 57. n-,-. er-.:v"r'-'" in 813 suggests that 
11beraliry-is not a set amount~ but according to ability. 
Ib}d., p. 159. Por ~cf'pc/T'-1\1. (o: 20) see Appendix B. Tl'Eprr-

c w implies that it aboul.d be more than enough. it 
should overrlow. Thayer• .22• .!!ll • • p. 505. 

6 '\ I Supra. p. 22. The phrase "1_ •n-- ~ .. go.as in 812 
Presents a picture ot a vessel whlch 1a almost empty into 
Which we must reach down deep. c. P. Kling. "The Second 
Epistle or Paul to the Corinthians." A Commentaff on the 
folfb Scriptures, edited b7 J. P. Lange (Rew Yor: 7n'liriea 

ner•a Sona. 1915). VI, 138. 

7~. with an English Translation, trans. by A. c. 
Schlealiiger (Cambridge, Naaa.: Harvard UD1versity Preas, 
1951), XIII, 347-351. 


