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Ol'IAPTER I 

IHTR.OWCTIOM 

1he story is t.ol.d oi' a visit that Bishop Uasbar made to a oorta:ln 

ncblewm•s home. llu.'"lllg the oaurso of the aven:IDg mal the aub3eot of 

1'8ligicn tit.o thorwg..lu.y discussed. Cno of the quest.tans that his host 

put to tile Bishop m s t.'iis: "Hem i:am,;y ocm;vmdr:lf!ni:.s ue then?11 iB.th-

wt hesitati.m tho bi.ab.op rapl:led.1 "Elsv'm, 11 and quoted, as an acldit:l.cn to 

tho D.!oal.06U,e, the passage :in st. Joim•a Gospel that :la to seff8 as the 

baa:ls for tbis thesis: "A De\T COIIDDD~t give I unto :,oa.1 that ye 1we 

ane another, as I huvo loved ym, that ye aJ.ao 1ove one anot.hor. '! 

Both be.tore and efter B:l.a.liop Ussber•s time, the phrasoa "~• new 

corsmcbentn has trou.bled ~ CCZlllentatora. Br1ef'l;y stated, the probl.m 

1a this: i'di;y did J eBlls call this a "nav,tt cam:um.dmont? \'lo.a the Dooal.ogue 

inadeqwJ.te and incaop].ete, that Jcms had to oanpleto it by add:fJJg 

another camnandment·1 Is it cW11e0t 1;o sov that thero D1'8 D0\7 elann 

001nmcments? Is Jews perhaps here giving a BlmlUl1'7 of the c ? 

It so, Tin;/ c:10es He call. it •'netr?11 Ia it ner, :in the sense that 1:t is an 

old ccmumcbent Tlith a new emphasis? Is it mm beaauee Jesus ncm pro­

vidos o. ncm dri.ving force, a ne\7 motive £or obedience? Is it now :ln the 

aenoe that there is norr auppl:led a :ne\7 cbject tha.t is to be 1oved, or a 

DC'r/ mb;ject T.ho is to do this lc,v::l.ng, mo has never loved before? ~ese 

and IJlml' other qiiesti0DS can be raised about this pa.saep in an a'ttempt 

to dete1'm:lne my Jams called thia camancbm:t; "Dim'•'' 
a .. s1noJ l;y there 8l"9 t,.-,o dmJgors as rm prosoes f'~ the sal.uticn to 

tb1a ]>1"0blem. ~are might be t."iose 'Rho ccntcmd that a:lnce Jesu.a has now 
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given a 'lzlcmll canmondment, al.l ca!ll!UUldments that have gcme bef'ore are no 

1'oer :necessary. Hence tho.t Thich stands m"itten in the OJ.d Testmaont 

:la of little vcl.ue to tho Qirist:lan toda¥, other thm1 supplyi.Da him '\'t.l.th 

a fairJ;y accurate, t b ough imanpl.ete., hiator,y of the Jem.ah nation. &1ch 

a positic.u ianores clear pBSsagos in Scr:i.iltura m1ch &pea.le reverentq' 

of tho Ul.d 'leB"°ua!llent, o. C:•, II 'l':lm. 31]$ tt., and JG81181 cBl"Gful reference 

to Hosea and the prophets. 

Cb tho o·cncr hand., -"dlore mi ght be those ,mo contend that this :ls no 

"ncn-11 camnandmant at cl.J., but, morely a BllIIDDl"Y' of old r-am,andnm+,s made 

by a ruen ,no nns a gi~:::i.t thiflke1•, end mo by hia perfect 11£0 S3t an 

axampl.e far all to i'ollovr., so that if' meu lived and loved as he hlld done, 

tho m rld ,roill.li be a nu.ch bett.P.r p.1.ace in mich to live. 

flo ailw.l. tal'.e a position sa aer.iheiie betT'38ll these t'Ro dangerous 

cam.!>S as ,·,'t3 cnde:Nor to define concre~ the essence of "ne.mess11 con­

tained in th:is passace. 

... 



OIIJ\PTrJR II 

~ I I 
Jam•s USE uF , YC oJt.lf 

Propooitic,n : Jolm usas i v-r:11J ,( ~o oxnroso the Tr.lll of God ao reveelod 
1n the p0m cn and ,rork of Clml.st. -

~ I, 
1:fmw Ue,., Tc s\ia!..'l.Ont ,:;,rj;i;era ur:B the Oroclc ,~ £ v-c0 1<1f in a Ilmlller 

that is un!mar41 "'oo St.. J ohn. St. Uatthcm, for i..'lstence, t4"1ti!Jg in his 

Oospel about u m det dls o:l Jews• llf'o, reports that Joms often zeferred 
:, / , 

to ClLd festm:.1en.t l !l'mJ end i,roctJpta, and .!laDy' times called thaa c V'COA~ t.. 

Cl5•3; 22:36 f f .). st. lm•!t, t oo, tells how Je mo made onnt1on of the l.&1 

t .a / , 
o divorce given by sos., ccl.ling t his la\1 an c .,-co,.,, (10:.$). st. Inke., 

• 
Bppr.l.Diua 'iheop..ldl.us ot some o~ the details ot m.1.sabeth I s end Zacl1ar1eh I o 

_. I , 
life, ,·il"'l tas t ha.t this dsvcut c c.uple Q3pt all the Ql.d TostaliJant c in: 4Mc c.. 

and orcliwmces of tbe Lord 'bl m .l.ess (J.:6 ). Tile .Apostle Paul. foll.Gffll 

tho gezv.:r d usage ot this -;-Jm"d. He :cmlms m.u..v references either to parts, 
~ I , 

or to all., of t ho Ql.d ~ o'iia!:lnnt L..."'W, and those llo, too, calls ~ 1'1:"oJ<.ec. c.. 

(Rm. 7:8 f t .; Ep11. 2115). In (i0110ral., then., the mrd is uost co.,u~ 

used by l . ·, T--S"iium8:i.1ii u1•·.!:oors to p cint baclc to the ord:fnances and p1'0-

cepts ot uJ.d ~ S'~.1.cnt Lau.1 

~ 1 / 
'Dle Apostl.e J olm, h0'\'J3Wr., 110VCr uses.: ~oA'( in t he ~1t.1cned 

ammor. 'ate BeJ.oved lli.sciple bad been ve1.7 cl.cs .. to his Uaste~ dlJ.ri..ng 

Ilia yenro of public ministry. It traB Jolm ,mo 1-d.th Peter and Jsr:,es 

10utaide of John., ~ v-c-t1!.l is usod about thirty t.iooa in W.s murmer. 
And it is <:•~ uu2d about ol ovm1 times to 1nd1aato acmutllilla other th::.n 
c.a.d 'l'est:Jla~nt Larr, e. 3 • ., orders given by tlell• 
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belcrieed to the :int:i.tll.3to :lmwr circle o£ Jews• disc:lpl.es. John 

o.1.q mt..li ti:1e se 0t!1er t rio discipl.eo had soen Joma transtiuurad ca 

the IloJ.:, f.iount. ,\nd :Lt .-,as Pater, Jomes, and Jam tlULt Je&110 toc-k with 

Him in the Garden of Gothsemene as !!e v'8ll't to ~ that .nrst Uannq 

brsclay evening. Jolm., of all tho disciplea, stood at the foot of the 

orooa ,·hilo his !ast.01• sui"f'ered in agany even unto cloa:th. Sl1rely :i.t 

cm be said of h:i.El i:,hai. he ,ras the d:i.ccipl.e closest to Jems.2 

J a.~ had been very cl.oso to his Lord., :md 2& he \'rites, by divine 

guidance and inopiratic..n ., ilis Gos:')el. and ~ istles Tm.ch deal ,7.1.th his 

1~tio11a.'1i p ·i;o his Master, it. ,10Ul.d be urmatural. far him to reter to 

God, and ·~e l ossona 0£ f aith and lifo nhich.pe1-tai.11 to God, 11it!1ou:t 

rocall:ilJa 2nd involving IIm £rem 'f.lilan he had learned so much • . IIenco 

John'lo 1.-oi'orencos t,o C"'Od tlle Fa.·i.her mu.st of :oocassity. al,--,qa include a 

id.tness t o God tile Son, oi t.b.cr oxpressed or implied, £~ John nOR' lmeT1 

no Goel other than ha d been 1"8Voalod to him :in tho po1•scn of <Jll"ist. 

!ncJaed., f'o:i.• J ohn., au.11i st is God as lie faces ?OOn (John J.:l tt.). 

JO.so in John's u so o~ the ,rord i "t:o/.( this £actor of inseparabil­

ity botneo11 the Father and the Son cCZ!l.es to the foi'G, because John• 

unlike the other Ilm7 Test.amonii ,ritsrs,3 dcea not use tlu.a ,Jal."d to p c-int 

back to Cll.d i'estem.en·t l aws., nhera:in Gcd rcvealod Iiis holy ,7lll. before the 

birt.11 of Jesus, but r ather ecplcys t..lte nord oncy to ~rosH tllo trill. 

2Honry H. Halley, Pocket Bible Handboolc (Q1ioeeo1 Ibnry ll. Halley• 
a.191,4), P• h7l• 

'I 3s;. Peter 1s the ctlly other exx,option. lie• too, like Jdm., uses 
c lR' 0 /. ,r oncy to refer t o the oamencilmlts 12hich havo been revealed 
~JOSllSe 



s 
of God as reYQaJ.od in the porscn and -.JOrk or <Xu-i.at.h 

!a en.to san.e of tho passaaos ,-Ji.ore Jahn uses the uord :I.a tc:, :l.ll.u► 

trato hew J ems is al.Tcys vit~ imrol,md 1n reve::u1na the Tzil1 of Ood 

to men. First o:r all., th0re ore thoso passages mere Jahn apoaks of 

; ~o.f-.t, llllich Jeer.is has received :t\•an Mio Fe.ther.S ~ Jahn Jews 

tello tho wor1cl that IIo is tho Good Siophard. A good abepherd is 1~ 

to l ey dcl·m jlis lif'e far his sheep . Jesus, too, is l"e&CV to surrender 

Bio life, f ~r Ile has :r: ceivod au i ,,v: ~I,( ~ Uis Father t o do so 

(John 10:.18 )., Jolin 1."'CmCJlbc1•s t.1-iat T,hen Jesus taught them, He ccntimuill,y 

told thOlll th;lt Me ,ms :l.lmtru.ct:i:ng tl10r11 ea His Fo.ther had given Him 
~ J. ., 
crn:·o '1 (John 12:50). Indeed., everything Josue ewes reveals the nill 

ot God to mon, ror all His actions a1-e in ru:i.rtlCDY TT.Lth the Till of God, 

111 that Ile has kept His l!"at.her•o I~ ~J..,C: (John l4:3l; ]$:10). Henco 
.. ( _,, 
~ r,l:'a - i/ horc i.'tlclica-oos tho chm.•ge, covering the total missicn of the 

Son., 1'1hich is not coorcions n01• an iJ::lperial. oa!1W!Dd,1 but en appoinfmsnt 

and cor:missicn fl.c,TiUB ft,. Fettlerly lave, telron up voluntarily by the 

Son.6 It \TdS tbc Tiill of God that JeSllS aliwld live,. suffer. and die, 

mid Jesas very c:n""ei'ull.;y obeys, end r eveals, that will. 

hJolu1 d "'S use the u01--cl J.,n:~{( 111 c:n c otlle1• sa11ae,11 and th-1t is :ln 
reference to c c.mmaudmenta of 111m 1 (Jol111, 11:S?). 'Dlis· does not n.-?gato 
Olll' proposition, hen. ~var, beom.100 there Jchn is spouldng of 01.•c!ars T.d'!ich 
men gave, and t his h s noii~ to do ,'t.i.th rov,.aling the Tlill. 0£ God. 
(0th.or pl.a.ces t.½1e1-e l"·r.:ol. f is Utx-td in the &am9 maimers .wlm 15:29,; 
Acts 17:lS; C LL. 4:10; T:Ltus J.:14.) 

"110 other lbvr Testumont ,riter uses ;,,-c:.Jf in this manner. 
6

0.t. Gottlob Sciu."el'lk, "~ VT:ol.fl("" n '.i.heol.r'fsches Woorterbuch zum 
l'enen Testament, II, oditnd by Gorhard K:J.ttelstu.ttg~l" 
Verl"og, 1935), P• SSO. 
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1his ,"A:111..Jmo,,m pl"E>cept of Clu-1.st is not, he ~a, a netr cmnan~ 
1u tha sense that it :la sanet.h:1.ng added to the 01"1g:lna.1, Gcapel • • 
In mat aense them :Ls :lt. called ••. • a mm oQi!JCIQDd? In the sense 
1n mich "all things are made mm'' in Christimd.ty. For to be a 
Christian is to be livlng :in a nerr creation, as Paul sm.d, nDlere­
fOZ'G 1.t ari:, rnan be :ln <lu-i.B'ii, he is a 118\T creamra. 111 

rhat lloclcl ia aay.t.ng is essentially this 1 1he con:lng of Qirlst was Ood I s 

means by ,ilich Ile raade all. things DS\7• rd.th Jeais there came a D8l1 

oreat.1.on., a ner: man, nm, heavcms and a DS\7 earth. As all theso things 

are narr, so al.so io tl'lis 001!1-11m1dllent 11ner1'1 T.hich Jesus gave to His 

d1eciples. 

llrooke., too, l.ooks to <Jirist and His teachings to understand thi.s 

ZJa\7 COi!tll8nchent1 

I ... • ( , 

llle expression ,,:" '-'f" c,;z:ol'lt" 1'8Calls so vividly the langu.aae of the 
Goapel • • • that m are almost caupelled to interpreb the passage 
in accordance ,r.tth John l,3:3b ••• mere the 11nonneas" is to be 
f'ound in -~10 new standard. required, • • • :ratb:>r than in ihe dnty 
or muwa.1. love, tnim ,::as reco8J)ised :t.n Jarr.lsh Lm1' ••• • 1he 
old commandment • • • raccivod a now moDZWJg aid applicat:lcn in 
tho li ght. of Clp"ist's teaclung end ex.ampJ.e, am 1n ihe lives ot 
Iiis i'oll0\7ers. 

:eatcott•s understanding ia very s:lm1lar1 

�~� CC>mlllandnent of love T.18S DOTl to the diaoiplos ,mo had follonod 
Quwist ,mcm He gave it them cm. the evo of tile Passion 1n· a ZMm fozm 
and with a lle\T sanotim. It ,ms mm also to the bali•ers l'lha:a 
st. John addressed in proportion as they mre D017 o:nahled to appre­
hend tri th f'resh pcme1• the Person and Life of Christ • • • • 1hat 
t:h;j_ch cgava novelty to ta:, co:mna.."lcbant \'lt\S .found in the larger and 
doepar vim7s of Cbrist•s Persan and or the work or -the Omrch lid.ch 
had been untolded EJ:l.nae "t.lJo beginning. 11 Qld words • • • h:!d 
beccne nmr.3 

• • 

1c. M. Dodd, 1he Jo11mm:me lbiatles (I~ Yorks limper and Brothers, 
o.19k6), P• Jb. -

2A. E. Brooke, A Critical and ~cal Ccm:umtm..% on tho Jdumnina 
,!>istlaa (Mcm Yorks Charles ScribnersScms, 1912), P• 34pnssim. 

3D. F. Westcott, 1he .&\:>istlos or Jdm (Wdgea Maa:oiJJan Co., 
1886), P• S3 passim. - - -
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o. G. F1mILay davotes a mole chaptor to a th~ d:l.scussl.on of 

this problm. A very abl.e 11l"J.ter• llo str:lkea at the heart of tho 

matter• and 1n ratba1'" poet.ic language cl.eaZ'Jy and conc1ael,y 01tUnea 

and defines the Hem Co.111W'lChont. Becalise he ao ~ deal.a ul.th 

the very problan bef'ore us• wa nould like to quote him at ccma1.del"­

able longt.h1 

"1he camnandmen:b11 here intended can be none other tJum Qn-J.st1 a 18\7 
of love f'or Ilia disciples-that \'i1icb our Lcrd aingl ed oa.t amongst 
the d:ivim precepts to atanp it for His orm, saying• "tis is 'IQ' 
canmanduen'li. 11 (Jolm J$1l2)J this ordinance ia tho towshstane of' 
all tile rest. It. is the ca:miandnent o£ cur ~1st.le, and reaurs 
si.."C t:lmes i 11 its .five cliapters • • • • nut canmancbmt he means 
is a -rnill- -!~01-.111 1"Uloa the ever-soundirag order ot the day for those 
to 'mlOJll llc-, v.rl:oos,; it is a precept mich \11.ll cccur of itselt to 
the readoro, n~ecling no def:lnit.1.on or preanbl.e. 'Jhere ,as but one 
la.u of t.'1.e Chi--is'i".irn life • • • not the general obligat!Ql to copy 
tho pat.tern of Jesus, bu"ii the express d1rection coming f'1'am His lips, 
that those ,.-mo believe in Him shcul.d lovo one anothor • •. • • A 
n911 hea-,ren and a nm1 earth ,vare in the m!1ld.JJa .for r.JDnk1ndJ and the 
l aw that governed this creation, .,.thour~· ol.d in its origin as the 
being of Clod, Tlas new 1n it.s operat.ioJ_ · a the character of Jesus 
Cnris t-old as the thought of the Etel"ll!ll.1 ne\7 as th, cross ot 
Jesus, or as tho latest sacr.li'ice ot a lite laid d:>vn for las love's 
salce • • • • "H'are:ln is love" ••• as thouBh no cma had ever 1mom 
or heard or love bef'o:ml--so oanpl.etoly did this danonstra'bian 
surpass ant.ecedent notions on the subject and antiquate earlier 
examples. nte COD'lllundm.ant \'RlS P11t upon another .toot:mg, and 'MIS 
clothed with a fresh and irresistible nO\mr • • • • Jut tho death 
of the cross acccmplished more than th1sJ it gave the law of lova

1
_ 

an autbor:L-t.y D8\7 in its kind, a vicarious 8JJd l'edemng eff':Lcacy•" 

ibat is the aubstance of ~•s exposition, :ln his cnm TICl"da. B1a 
. 

statements are qu:i. te easy to understand, and mf7 -attem:;>t. an ou.r part to 

add to Ids mq>lanation uould sal'V'e rather to detract flom :l.t. aif.t':loe 

it to say, that o'Z all the co-..J111ontaries read and/or d1acusa0d in this 

paper, ne &\'"e probably moi""e in agrec::mJSl'J.t with F.lndlay, than ul.th D8 other. 

ho. o. FincD.3¥1 Fellanship in the Li.:f'e Etoma1. (Landcnu Hodder, and 
Staughtqn, 1909) 1 p,p. is.s-68 ~ssim-:-Diereader Ia st.z,ongl..y urged to 
examine the Thole chapter an ~9 noJ.d" and the "new" OO".JnJBDdnent as found 
in this TJOrk. 
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n. I Jom, 3,16 

CJ.oaely relntod to the prev:ic.us passage , is the 0110 liatod here., 

llhero John m•ites., "In tbi.s m Jai011 l (,vc ., th3t He laid dcr.n Hi.s lif'o 

tar us., and ne oua}1t t o l ay dorm our lives t or th9 brethren." Here 

J chn de.tines "lavo11 for his r o3adP.rs. Uen do not havo t o guess \'lhat the 

lave of God means. 'lhey need m l y l ook at Chri:rt, and they sea a living 

and por.tect exampl e ot ·this love. lind tram 11:lm t.'loy are t o l a~m a 

lesson that 3ll are to t ollor1. -"-s He loved, s o aro they to love., even 

it this moana g1""ea t s acrifice on the pert. of t."1e <llristian., yes, even if' 

thiu means daath. 

}Jost of ·iiJ1e c cmra1e11t~t ors 011 t.his 1>assagc re.tor the reader to 

their c c.cncn·i.s on tho ver~ s , . . have discussed p1"'evicus~. Dodd, hcmever., 

!:lakes a quite extcllaive, and a9pr cpriate, comment: 

ihus, in explaining vlhat sort of act1a1 is intendod by the camanc:1-
L'lent, "Love one :inotber," tho Christian toachnr has neither to~ 
back upon _sane specu1ative, .! priori., cancopticm of the love of God, 
nor to bee. me involve d in tho discriminaticai of various kinds of 
"lovo11 a.'!lcng tho chaotic m211:l.i'estaticns ot hUl'!lm'I aftecticas and 
impulsos. It is strictly true., in ti1P. history of thaight and lan­
guag , thet v,-e knc.w v.hat ~,Jr, '1 L1emis tr m the .f'act that Obrist 
laid dO\m His lite for us. 'lho practic of love., or chari:ty• there­
fore, can b broadly d 3cribed in toms of tho :t.d.tation of <llrist. 
It is clear that frc;m the c.uiisot the 11law of Christ" (Gal. 612), 
by lihi ch Qiristians are bcund to direct thoir ccndnct., nas dof'ined 
1n the Church's teaching, not only by tho traditicnal p1"8cepts of 
Jesus, but al.so by I:iis oxamplc . iba appeal t o His exa.,ipl.o is 
e.xplicit in: I Cor. 11:1; I ~1ess. 116; II Cor. B:9; 1011; S 
Rm. 1.$:2 £.; Phil. 2:2-8; I T:IJl. 6:1); I Pet.. 2:21; Hebe 12:3 f. 

Dodd then coes on t o s33 tllat John C'-ntinually mentions a c amumd!a9nt, 

or a nmr comml.ll'ld111ent :h1 this First Epistle. He c cntends that by this 
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John t7wld say to his r.~ad.:,rs, "Love' yrur brother s o cm.ch, that y:.u lll'O 

rea"' to 1q dorm your 1ii'e for him." And Dodd points "u:t that t.lwro 

T«!re many occasicns in tho l:if'o of tJie oarly church, oven ~s there OBY 

be also cartain tr3,Lric occasions in cur da.Y, men Christi.ens p r,rfom a. 

literal obedience to t hia pr-.1copt. 

'lhe purposA ot the so porallol passagt-s 1a to sh0l7 that thcro is 

no essentiel disa(:;'l"'8nman·I; 111 John, or in thtJ ccmmmitatc.,rs of: Jchn, tor 

that Dutier, ,~i:i.th 2."0aard to the oource of tna :tlot1 CClll'.laDdl!lent. Gn 

the ocm.trm•y, these p ass:1g0s p oint. up mcra clAarly, that no matt3r tl'Je1"8 

TIS UU'll, ,·,9 are l e d ·l;o Ch1"1st., ,lllo by Bis lite end dnath hlls cad~ all 

th:lnss "1un·,. 11 
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ORAP'?i.1m VII 

C0?7CLUSIOilS 

FrO!!l wr -eri:iuey ot t his problem '\X! reach tho tol.lc;d.ng cc,ncJ.uaiansa 

l m / 
• J: o ,.eul~en t.'1:1 tl.-ur-, meaning of Kil"'" os i.."'l tl1c pascage unw.,r dia-, 

cussion is not per..iissablo. b 1JcOUS'l nO\mcra in tho i~ow 'l'cstar.icmt 13 rc.._1.vo.s 

usad uitl1cu·c; r.ieam.riz ocmetll.i."'lg nave1: eithei• ncr.r, as unused befareJ 11Cn71 

as unhc ard of bei'oro; O-l" mw, ,rlth roamed to the iknv Eon. It is evidently 

in tho lact clasa th .. :!.t ttie use o:t f(«Lr,o-:S 1n John 13:.34 belcngs. 

2 • f o loclc t o tho 00.d Te otm2en t ccmnancamt of love i tseli' rcz: the 

ansmr to our pr oblem i s m1-rrarranted., ~cause "t."10 ca:imancmant to lovo 

' o :motb.or did not cha11ge. 

3. A:."'ld ye~, to ::.--ejec·.; ·iite Qld ToGtarli.ent cun;,].rJtel.y as being annulled 

b:, tb . i•~n Test ft~ nt, as 'iy,r..c'Oll sem s prc,ne t o do, ,·iOUld be daugerous, and, 

evon, ainf\tl.. 'lh ·1 C,J.~ Tostaxi1ent l~s tJle grc.u11chrork and prepares for 

the .Jau. 'iitlH,ut the CD.d, the Na,T could not bo understood. Dosims, a 

. meaninc £or the l'?en· Co?i!r.lancklent con bo f'wnd \"/ithout e. drastic rejection 

~f the Cild Te stameut. 

k. To loo!:; f or tho 111101'illess" of this ccanandilent w.tside of the 

P rson and ,-;orlc of Christ rrou!.d be fa."18, because: 
., I , 

a. ClfT'o/\ llf , a.a John usas it, rofo1"8 only t o Cbr:Lst, and the TtilJ. 
ot God revo1.u.ed t,;-,.rou.eh, }J11:1. 

·~ 
b • Kct c. V ,..,. p ,-:-ints t o Christ, fc:r 1 t is thrQUgh H:l.ui th~t ti't.e Im, 
Eon is ushored in, 0£ v;inch this !law Oa:rmand11ont is evidently a port • 

.;, , 
a. ct 1« n-11 P.O".lnts t o QU"ist, £or \19 cannot fully understand T.bat 
<Jlriatian -:,_-,lvl( is, uw.ess and unW. 1 oonsid.~ Qirist on the 
cross, sut.t'oring and d;ying iCll:' Ris ene:d.es. 

S. 1he ccmmm1d!!lent, then, is 11now" in <21rist. As air.Lat 'brolJdlt in 

Dis ll--Yir Omation, and .:iade or bsliove.rs ?Terr Men, so He has £loo givnn a 
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llew Commandment, a canmanrlnent "put upai a ncm footing, and clothed 

with frosh end irrestiblo pcr.-er." air:t.st booa:ioa the De\T center and tooal. 

J>Oint for thia c amiondmont. By llio lite and death l!o gives men a new 

8XanlplA to follot'I, s o that, to bo cbecl:l.ent to IJ:l.s Ccr.nandment, they r.mst 

be Hia imtators. Man is net ablo to undcrstmld hot7 mch ho can, ar 

should, lovo hie n~ipc.,r, unt:U ho sees Quoist on the croas. Dia 

<D..d ?eat£J!!ll'int believe? ,m s not. fully conacious of the depths to ti1ich 

<lu-istim, l w e r.mst go. lio did not knOTr that it a neiGl'lbor demanded 

his vast, he should givo him his mt coat, too; · that 1£ his neighbor 

f ore d him ·~o ,·clk 1;1, milo, ho should so tr10J that it his miehbor struck 

him on th cheek , ho shc.,ud turn ttie other. Ile was evidently not 

cc,nsci s of the tac~ that a.s an imitator of the Hessiah h3 TiaS obliged to 

IJl11"l"endr,r ovon his life ror his neighbor. It mgllt have been true tha.t 

swe cood 1nen miBht. have t ?:ought o£ surrandorine their live s fcrr a loyal 

tr:l.e.11d, but ii; had never occurred t o ~ c:ae of tllGl!l to die, out 0£ love, 

for hie enci.1,y . And ye·~, so it ,.ns tllat au-1st loved, and so it ia in t.'11.a 

iW:\1 ibi, ao Christ revealed tlirGuch His teaching mid His orm OXDlilJUe, that 

men ~ lovo in obadienctl t.o this Nern Ca:mand-:icnt. As v.d.thcu,1; Hi.a 

vicarious atoncment there ,'lould bo no i•!e,1 Ch-eation, and no Uotr Uen• so 

,'lithout Hia death on the cross there TIOUld bo nu true understandi11g of 

the Commanctnent of love. It is, then, in Hia, tha.t all things, incl.uding 

t..'lus Cctlr.UU1cbent of love, ai~ non. 
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