Concordia Seminary - Saint Louis

Scholarly Resources from Concordia Seminary

Bachelor of Divinity Concordia Seminary Scholarship
6-1-1955

The New Commandment John 13:34

Earl P. Merz
Concordia Seminary, St. Louis, ir_merze@csl.edu

Follow this and additional works at: https://scholar.csl.edu/bdiv

O‘ Part of the Biblical Studies Commons

Recommended Citation

Merz, Earl P, "The New Commandment John 13:34" (1955). Bachelor of Divinity. 441.
https://scholar.csl.edu/bdiv/441

This Thesis is brought to you for free and open access by the Concordia Seminary Scholarship at Scholarly
Resources from Concordia Seminary. It has been accepted for inclusion in Bachelor of Divinity by an authorized
administrator of Scholarly Resources from Concordia Seminary. For more information, please contact
seitzw(@csl.edu.


https://scholar.csl.edu/
https://scholar.csl.edu/bdiv
https://scholar.csl.edu/css
https://scholar.csl.edu/bdiv?utm_source=scholar.csl.edu%2Fbdiv%2F441&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/539?utm_source=scholar.csl.edu%2Fbdiv%2F441&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://scholar.csl.edu/bdiv/441?utm_source=scholar.csl.edu%2Fbdiv%2F441&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
mailto:seitzw@csl.edu

THE HEW COBIANDIET
JOIT 13:3)

A Thesgis Presented to the Focully
of Concordia Seminary, Ste. Louis;
Dopartunent of New Testament
in partial fMulfillment of the
requirenonts for the degree of
Bachelor of Divinity

Baxrl P, liors

June 1955

Advisor

Readex

ipproved by: __(.Le@_ﬁz.d?




Ghapter
e TUTRODINTION o

TABLE OF CUITENTS

2 ‘( 7/
Il. JOHN'S USE OF EVTOAR , . o« o« »

7
III. Kaivos

2 /
W, TR "ENESSY OF ey« 4

Ve CUITHNTATCRS O JOHW 1333

Vi, PARALLFY, PASSAGH
ViZ. CUNCLUSICES °
BIBLIGG-‘L’LP] f.‘f.' ] [ ] L ] L]

AS USED IIi THE HEW TEST/GENT

- rr————

G

E%ﬁggaulﬂﬁ



CIAPTER I
LNTRCDUCTION

The story is tcld of a visit that Bishop Ussher made %o a cortain
noblenmm's hones During the course of the evening moel the subject of
religim wus thoroughly discussed. (ne of the questions that his host
put %o the Bishop was this: UHow mony comuandments ave there?! ith-
b hesitaticn the bishop replied, "Eleven," and quoted, as an addition to
the Decalogue, the passage in Ste John's Gospel thet is to serve as the
basis for this thesis: WA new commandment give I unto you, that ye love
e ancther, as I have loved you, that ye also love cne anothor.?

Both before and after Bishop Ussher's time, the phrase: "The new
comandnent” has troubled many comientators. Briefly stated; the problem
is thig: Vhy did Jesus call this a "new! comandnent? VWas the Docalogue
inadequate and incomplote, that Jesus had to compleote it by adding
another commandment? Is it correct ©o say that there are now eleven
comanduents? Is Jesus perhaps here giving a swmary of the commandnents?
If so, why docs He call it "new?"® Is it new in the sense that it is an
old comandnent vith o now cmphasis? Is it now because Jesus now pro-
Vides a new driving force, 2 new motive for obedience? Is it new in the
senge that there is now supplied a new cbject that is to be loved, or a
new subject vho is to do this loving, who has never loved before? Tthese
and nany other questicns con be raised sbout this passege in an attempt
to deternine vhy Jesus called this commandaont "new."

Basically there ave tvwo dengors as one prosces for the solution %o
this problens There might be those who cantend that since Jesus has now
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given a 'new" comnandnent, all camendments that have gone befare are no
longer necessory. Hence that vhich stands written in the COld Tesbamont
is of little velue to the Christian todey, other than supplying hin with
& falrly accurate, though inccupletes; history of the Jewish naticn. Such
@ pogiticn ignores clear passages in Scripture which speak reverently
of the ULd Tostuuent, ce gep LI Tim, 3:15 £f., and Josus'! careful reference
to lioses and the prophets.

(n the other hand, there might be those vho contend that this is no
"new" camanduent at oll, bub morely a sumary of old comandments nade
by a nen viho wms a great thinkey, and vho by his perfect life sot an
exauple for all to follow, so that if men lived aud loved as he had done,
the world would be o much better place in vhich to live.

Vo chall take a peosivion samcvhere betweon these two dangerous
camns as we cndeavor to define coneretely the essence of "nowmess' con-

tained in this passapoe



CHAPTER II
/
JGHi'S USE OF EVT oka

Propositicns Joim usss Zvesdd %o oxpress the will of Cod as revesled
in the perscn ond work of Christe ]

Mony Tew Tostawnt variters uss the Greek word éveedy” in a nomer
that is unknowm %o Ste dohne Ste Hatthew, for instonce, writing in his
Gospel about the debeils of Jesus® 1ife, reports that Josus often referred
to Ad Testanent laws end precopts, and nany times called them cvoodxt
(15235 22:36 22,). St Hovi, too, tells how Jesus made nenbticn of the law
of divorce given by losos, colling this low an fvecol 1’ (10:5). St. Inke,
apprising Theoophilus of goue of u&:-.e details of Migabeth'!s and Zacharichts
life, writos thet tils devoub couple kepb all the Ol Tostanent evwodx <
and crdinances of the Lord blunecless (1:6)e The Aposile Paul follcws
the goneral usege of this words He maltes nuny veforences either to parts,
or to all, of the (ld Tostunont Low, and these he, too, calls Zvcodu ‘-'
(Rom, 738 ££,3 GHphe 23515)e In general, then, tho word is nosh commonly
used by linw Togbument writers to point back to the ordinances and pre-
cepts of (ld Testmiont Lawe™

The Apcstle John, however, nover uses £ W-‘o/(f{/ in the cbove-uenticned
namnore The Deloved Diseiple had been very clese to his laster during
lig yoars of public ministry. It was John vho with Peter and Jases

r &
llutside of John, eveedd  is used sbout thirty times in this manner,
And it is «nly uscd about eloven times to indicate smothing other than
(1d Testament Low, e Zep Orders given by nene.
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belenged to the intimato inner circle of Jesus! diseciplese John
along vith these other two disciplos had scen Jomus transfigured on
the lloly licunte And it was Poter, James, and John that Jesus tock dth
Hn in the Gordon of Gothsemmne as He wend to prey thab first Moundy
Bmrsday cvening. Johng of all the disciples, stood at the fook of the
¢ross vhile his lastor suffered in agmy even unto daath. Suvely it
e be said of hin dhab he wos the disciple closest to Josuse?

John had been very close %o his Lord, and =s he writes, by divine
guidance end inspiraticn, his Cospel and Bpistles which deol with his
relationship to his laster, it would bs wmatural £a hin to refer to
Gody and the lessons of faith and Lifo which.pertein to God, withoub
recalling md invoelving lin from ¥hon he hod learned so muche -Ilence
dehn's yeforences to Cod the Father must of nccessity. always include a
witness ¢o Uod the Son, cither expressed or implied, for John now new
no God other than had becn revecloed to him in the perscn of Christe
Indeed, for John, Curist is CGod as He faces mon (John 13l ££.).

Also in John's use of the word Evvely thls factor of inseparsbil-
ity betwcen the Father and the Son cames to the fore, becamse John,
unlike the othor Hew Testanrnt writers,> does not use this word %o pcint
back to (ld Testanont lows, vherain Ged rovealod iiis holy vill before the
birth of Jesus, but rather cuploys the word only to cxpress the will

2Hormry H. Holley, Pocket Bible Hondbook (Ghicogo: Ienry He Halley,
30191!1!)3 De 1!-71.

2 35‘:?. Poter is the cnly other excopticne IHe, oo, like John, uses
eveolf only to refer to the camenda-nbs which havo been rovealed

through Jesuse
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of God as veveslod in the porson and work of Cardst.t

To cite soue of the passages vhore John uses the word is to illus-
trate how Jesus is alweys vitally involved in revealing the will of God
to men, First of oll, thore are those passages vhere John speaks of
evzolal viich Jems hus vocoived frcm His FethersS Mrough John Jesus
tells the world $hot Ho is the Good Shophorde A good shepherd is ready
%o lay dovm niis 1ife for his shoeeps Jegsusy oo, is ready o surrender
His life, for Ho has rocoived an & ve u'q' frem lis Father to do so
(John 10:18), John wouenbers that vhen Jeosus taught then, He eccntimeally
told thom that He wns instreeting thom as His Father had given IEHn
f'ﬁ-"ﬂ(‘l’ (John 12:50). Indoed, everything Josus does reveals the will
of God o men, for o1l His actions are in hommy with the vill of God,
in that He hes kept His Fother's & vT 9Aed (John 1h:31; 15:20). Hence
freaf .‘-’ iere indicatos tho charge, covering the total missicn of the
Son, vhich is not cooreiong ner m imperisl camaand, bub en appointaent
and comaission flowing froan Fatherly love, taken up volunéarily by the
Sme® Th was tho will of God that Jesus shoauld livey, suffor; and die,
and Jesus very carefully cbeys, and revecls, that vdlle

l’-Jol:n deas use the word vws{ {f’ in tne other sonse, and that is in
reference o camandaents of men (John 11:57)e This does nct ncgate
uxr propogiticn, howover, becouse there John is spealding of ordsyrs which
men gave, and this has nobhing to de with revealing the will of Code
(Cther places vhere £svodf is used in the same manmer: Iuke 15:29;
dets 17:15; Cole L3103 Titus 1:ll,)

3o other Now Tostauont yriter usos &vzs 44 in this mammer.
Sz, Gobtaoh Schwenk, "2 vzedy " Meologisches Wocrterbuch zm
Tegbamenb, II, cdited by Gerhard 35.1‘.%@% %Smttgmr

leuen
Verlag, 1935)5 De 550,
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Gs G. Findlay dovotes a whole chapter to a thorough discussion of
this problon, 4 veory sble writer, he strikes at the heart of the
matter, and in rather pootic language clearly and concisely cutlines
and definos the New Commandnont. Becmuse he so capably deals with
e very problem bofare usy we would like to quote hin at considerw
able lengths

"The comandnent” here intended can be none other than Ghrist's law
of love for His disciples—that which cur Iard singled out amongst
the divine precepts to stanp it for His owm, saying, "This is my
coamanduent.” (John 15:12); this ordinance is the touchstone of
all the reste It is the commendnent of cur Ipistle, and recurs
six times in its five chaptors « « « « The comaenduent he means
is a well-lmowmn mile, the ever-scunding order of the day for those
to vhom he writesy it is a precept vhich will occur of itself to
the readors, needing ne definition or preamble. There vas but one
W of the Christion 1ifo « « « not the general cbligation to copy
the pattern of Jesus, but the cxpress direction coming from His lips,
that those vho beliove in Hinm should love one anothor « e« « « A
new heaven and a new carth were in the malking for nanlkindg and the
law that governed this creation, . thour old in its origin as the
being of God, was new in its operaticn s the character of Jesus
Christewold as the thought of the Bterusl, new as the cross of
Jesus, or as the labest sacrifice of a 1life laid dowm for His lovels
e e o o 'orein is love" . « » as though nc one had ever knowm
or heard of love beforol-——so conpletely did this damonstration
surpass antocedent notions cn the subject and antiquate earlier
examples, ‘The commandment was pub upon another footing, and was
clothed with & fresh and irresistible powor « « « » DBut the death
of the cross accomplished more than thisy it gave the law of love
an authority new in its kind, a vicarious and redecming efficacy.lt

That is the substance of Findlay's expogition, in his own words. His
statements are quite easy o undorstand, and any atbept on cur part to

add to his explanation would serve rathor to detract from it. Suffice

it % say, that of 211 the comentarics read and/cr discussed in this
paper, we are probably move in agreenent with Findlay, than with any other.

4g, G, Findlay, Fellowship in the Iife Bternal (London: Hodder and
Stoughton, 1909), Dpe ascime, e reader is strongly urged %o
examine the vhole chapter on the "old" and the "new" commandment as found
in this worik,
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Closely rclated to the previcus passage, is the <ne listod here,
where Jchn writes, "In this we lmow lcve, that He laid dewm His life
for us, and we cught to lay down cur lives for the brethren.” Here
Jchn defines "love! for hig roaders. Hen do not have to guess what the
love of God means, They need nly lock at Christ, and they see a living
and perfect exanple of this love. And fron Mm they are to learn a
lesson that a1l are to followe As He lovad, sc are they to love, even
if this means great sucrifice cn the part of the Christian, yes, oven if
this neans death,
Host of the comentators on this passage refor the reader o
their camaents cn the verses we have discussed previcuslye Dedd, however,
nakes a quite extonsive, and appropriate, comment:
Thus, in explaining vhat sort of acticn is intended by the command=
nent, '"Love one ancther," the Christian teachor has neither to fall
back upen soue speculative, a pricri, cencoption of the love of God,
nor tc beeime involved in the diseriminaticn of varicus kinds of
"love" ancng the chaotic manifestaticns of human affectins and
impulses, It is strictly trpe, in the history of thought and lan-
guagne, that we lnow vhat ¥y« 4 neans from the fact that Christ
laid down His life for us. fThe practice of love, or charity, there-
fore, can be broadly deseribed in torms of the initation of Christ.
It is cloar that from the cutset the "law of Christ" (Cal. 6:2),
by which Christions are bound to direct their cenduct, was defined
in the Church's tsaching, not ly by the traditicnal precepis of
Jesus, but alsc by His exanple. The appeal to His example is
explicit in: I Cor. 11:1; I Thosse 13653 II Cor, 8:9; 1031; g
Rome 15:2 fo; Phil, 2:2-8; I Tim, 6:13; I Pote 2:21; Hebe 12:3 £,
Dodd then goes on to say that John cuntinually nmentions a coamandaent,

or a new commandaent in this First Epistles He canteonds that by this

sfbdd, _UB. _c_i-t-, p. 85.
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John wuld say to his readirs, "Love your brother so mch, that ywu are
Teady to lay doun your life for hine" And Dodd peints wut that therc
were many occasins in the 1life of the early church, oven as there may
be also corbain tragic cceasions in cur days vhen Christians porfom a
Literal cbedience to this procepte

The purmose of these parallel passages is to show that there is
no essentiol disagreoment in John, or in the camentators of Jehn, for
that nattor, with vogard to the source of the Now Camiendarmb. Cm
the eontrary, theso passsgos pcint up mere clearly, that no matbor vhere
ve turn, we are led to Christ, vho by His 1ifs and doath has made =11
things Moy, "




CHAPTIR VII
CGNCLUSICHS

Pron cur study of this prcblem we reach the follaung ccnclusionss

1. To woaken tho trus meaning of K« was  in the pascage under dis-
cussicn is not pernissable, becomse novhore in the New Tesbanent is gu.u.vofs
used without neaning sanething novel: either new, as unused befcre; new,
as unheard of before; or new, with regerd to the liow Ecn, It is ovidently
in the last class that the use of Kacves  in John 1333 belmgse

2¢ To lock to the (1d Testament commandacnt of love itself for the
ansier to cur problem is wwerranted, becsuse the commandaent to love
no anothor did not change.

Je And yob, te reject the (Ad Tostanent cumpletely 28 being anmulled
by the Hew Testauent, as liygron sesms prone to do, would be dangercus, and,
aven, ginful. The OUld Testanent lays the groundwork and prepares for
the llew, Vithout the (Ad, the Naw cculd not be understcod. DBesides, a
meaning for the Hew Comnandaent con be foaund withoubs a drastic rejection
of the (Ad Tectaomcnte

he Tc ook for the "nowness" of this camanduent cutside of the
person and work of Christ would be futile, because:

Qe Ev’coz( ;4’ s as Jdochn uses ity refors only to Christ, and the vwill
of God revenled through Hinme

be Kd‘-"’: points to Charist, for it is through Him thet the llew
Eon is ushered in, of which this New Camnandnent is evidently a part.

e Xy&mry poinks bo Christ, for we camct fully understand what
Christian oydw4 is, unless and uniil wo considor Carist on the

cross, suffering and dying for His enexies.
5 The comanduent, then, is "now! in Christs As Carist brought in

His Hew Creaticn, and mada of bolievers llow len, so He has slso given a
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Hew Commendeont, o comendaent "pub upen a new footing, and clothed
Wth fresh end irrestiblo powers" Christ becaies the new center md focal
Point for this camendanmte By Hig life and death He gives meon a2 new
examle to follow, so thet, to be cbedient o His Comandment, they rmst
be His imitators, lan is not oble o undorsband how much he can, or
should, love his moighbor, until ho sces Corist on the cross. The
@d Testament beliover wes nob fully conscious of the depths to which
Giristion love nust £Ce o did not lmow that if a neighbor demandad
his vest, he should give him his suit coat, tooj that if his neighbor
fore>d hin %o walk a wile, he should go %woy that if his neighbor struck
hin en the cheel, he shauld fwurn the other. He was ovidently not
¢inseicus of the fact that as an initator of the Lessiah he was cbliged to
urrender ovon his life for his neighbor, It might have beon true that
Sae good nen night have thought of surrendoring their lives for a loyal
friend, bui it had never occurred to any cne of them to die, cut of love,
for his enony, And yet, s8¢ it wns that Chrdst loved, and so it is in this
lew Eon, as Christ rovealed through His teaching and His own example, that
nen must love in cbedienc: to this lew Comandaonte A4As wdthcutb ilis
Vicaricus atonenent there would be no liow Creaticun, and no Hew Man, so
wthout His death on the cross there would bo no true understanding of
the Comandnont, of loves It is, thon, in Hin, that all things, including

this Cumendaent of love, are nowve
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