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In chapter two, after Isalah has been confronted with a
Vislon of universal peace, the thought turns to the Day of
Yahweh. Seriousness overtakes the elation which preceded.
The prophet turns to admonish hisg people before the encroach-
ing Judgment of "the Day." He delineates for Judah the sins
in which they have been involved. They have tsken up evil
divination (2:6), snd have found in their wealth a new object
of devotion (2:7). They have turned from Yahweh to serve
their own 1dols (2:8). But, most tragic of all, is the pride
that accompanies their indifference, and it 1s here that Isa-
lah 1s led to speak of the Day of Yahweh as a day in which
every type of pride will be liguidated.

For the Lord of hosts has a day

against 211 that 1s proud =nd lofty,
against all that is lifted up and high. (2:12)

It 1s significant, as J. Phllip Hyatt has pointed out,
that Isalah's sensitivity to pride leads him to think of all
that 1s exalted in nature, so that the prophet sees the Day
of Yshweh embracing even those elements in the natural world
which evince thoughts of greatness.l® It will be a day

agaeingt all the cedars of Lebanon,

lofty and lifted up;

and against all the oaks of Bashan;
against all the high mountains,

and against all the lofty hills;
against every high tower,

and agalnst every fortified wall;

against all the ships of Tarshish,
and against all the beautiful craft. (2:13-16)

137. Philip Hyatt, Proohetic Religion (New York: Abingdon-
Cokesbury Press, C. 19475, p. 102,
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ITf thlis 1s the case, then the Day of Yahweh will be that
kind of day on which there will be a final upsetting of pride,
a day on which Yahweh Himself is recognized as over all things.

And the haughtiness of man shall be humbled,

and the pride of men shall be brought low;
?gglg?e Lord alone will be exalted in that éay.
And those who face the Day of Yahweh will throw their idols
to the moles and bats, and will flee to the strongest shelters
available, the caves and cliffs (2:20.21). For, when Yahweh
comes, He will come in wrath to terrify all the earth before
Him (2:21).
In chapter thirteen, the terms again are catastrophie.
The clash of the nations in battle serves as the immediate
polnt from which the pronhet views the Day of Yshweh. And,
it may be sald, that here the unique element in this proohetic
concent evidences itself, that though immediately the prophet
has in mind the destructive forces of conquest to the extent
that the concept 1s found within the prophecy of Babylon's
doom, yet there appears to be something much more final and
cataclysmic in his description of the Day of Yahweh.
Waell, for the day of the Lord is near;
as destruction from the Almighty it will
come! (13:6)

The Day of Yahweh will be accompanied by tragedy. It
will £ill men with terror (13:7), and will bring with it the
severest kind of pain (13:8). It will be a day on which Yah-
weh' s wrath will be kindled to ites utmost, so that there will

be nothing short of utter desolation (13:9). And, in terms
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that are reminiscent of Amos, i1t will be a day of darkness
rather than light.l4
For the stars of the heavens and thelr constellations
will not give their light;
the sun will be dark at its rising
and the moon will not shed its light (13:10).
At the sszme time, 1t will be a day affecting nature. The Day
of Yshweh will come accompanied by the disruptions of tornado
and earthquake.

Therefore I will make the heavens tremble,
and the earth will be shaken out of its place (13:13).

As in Amos the Day of Yshweh will call Israel to account,
80 wve can conclude that, for Isalah, the Day of Yahweh will be
a day of judgment first and foremost upon his own people,
Judah.15 The game force of accountability which we found in
Amos, 1s again found in Igaiah. Yahweh'g desire is to have a
people which worshins Him alone, and the Remnant which will
survive "the Day" will be just such a kind of people.l®

As for the other nations of the world, 1f the observation
of R. H. Charles is correct, the idea of a universal Judgment
is foreign to Isalah's thought.

1l4ce. Amos 5:20.

15R. H. Charles, A Critical History of the Doctrine of
a Future Life (London: Adam and Charles Black, 1899), pp. 89ff.

16The Remnant 1dea is, of course, easential to Isalah's
prophecy. It would take us too far afield to treat it in
detall here, but it must be seen as having a strong bearing
upon his concent of the Day of Yshweh.
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Judgment, it is true, will be executed on Egypt,
Ethlovla, Tyre, Philistia, Moab, and Syria, and
all nations will be concerned in Yahwé's purpose

of 'breaking Assyria.' These nations, however,
are deelt with by {99 prophet only in relation

fo his own peonle.
In any case, Isalsh continues in the same vein as Amos, in

making this day a deeply religious one for his own people,
and filling it with Yshweh's own content.

ZEPHANIAH

When Zephaniah began to prophesy, Joslah had Just short-
1y come to the throne.l® Internally, conditions were in a
decadent state. Pagan elements from the worship of Baal and
Moloch were grafted into the religious 1life of Israel. To-
gether with this, the people assimilated foreign customs which
were contrary to laws laid down for the community life of Is-
rael. The political leaders, false prophets, and unfaithful
priests led the neople into indifferentism, and catered to
thelir cravings for material things. It was an age of crass

syncretism.l9

17R. H. Charles, on. cit., p. 91.

18Bewer dates Joslah's reign from 637 to 607 B.C. See
Julius A. Bewer, "The Book of the Twelve Prophets Volume II,*
P. 9. A slight fluctuation of a year should be noted, however.
H. W. Robinson dates it from 638 to 608 B.C. See H., VWheeler

Robingon, The 014 Te;tament: Itg Making And Meaning (Nashville:

Cokegbury Press, 1937), p. 101l. The former places the begin-
ning of Zeohaniah's activity about 627-626.

19Julius A. Bewer, "The Book of the Twelve Prophets
Volume II," p. 9.
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On the outside, the most ominous and disturbing force
has been teken by many to be the Seythlan invasion.Z20 Ac-
cording to Herodotus, they were migrating at this time, and
their movement stirred up, in turn, the peoples that had to
glve way to them.2l John Punnett Peters has given a note-
worthy deecription of the effect this had on some of the
prophets:

The Scythisn invasion in the last quarter of the

seventh century gave, in the hands of the Prophets,

8 new meaning and a veculiar coloring to the

doctrine of the Day of Yahweh. This new and

mysterious nation, coming from the unknown

regions of the north, with its wild appearance,

its strange and inhuman ways, and its irresistible

onset, shaeking and overturning all the stable

powers of the earth, became to Zephaniah and

Jeremiah both the fulfillment and t%a plcture of

the day of the judgment of Yahawsh.

These conditions, external and internal, prompt from
Zephaniah perhaps the sharpest emphasis found in any of the
prophets on the Day of Yshweh.23 whether, as H. H. Rowley

indicates, Zephaniah accumulates under the phrase "The Day of

20At the seme time the dlsturbance found in the rige of
Babylon should be noted.

2lpewer, "The Book of the Twelve Prophets Volume II,"
D. 9.

22John Punnett Peters, op. cit., p. 433.

23cf. Sellin, ov. cit., p. 140 and Oesterley and Robin-
gona4£g Introduction to the Booksg of the 014 Testament,
p. 402.
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Yahweh! 211 of which the prophets before him spoke,24 the
fact remains that there is something climactic in his employ-
ment of the concept.

The phrase "The Day of Yahweh" occurs in 1:7 and 1l:14,
and in a modified form in 1:18. The prophecy begins with a
universel sweep of judgment, which narrows to focus specif-
ically upon Judah. Zephanish exvoses the sin of Judesh as
lying in her i1dolatry (1:4.5), and in her consequent indiffer-
ence toward Yahweh (1:6). As a result, he preaches the prox-
imity of the Day of Yshweh, which 1s going to be a particuler-
ly unique day because Yshweh has prepared it as a Feast Day.

Be sllent before the Lord God!

For the day of the Lord i1s at hand;
the Lord hae prepared a sacrifice
and consecrated his guests. (1:7)

It is obvious that the victims who will be consumed at
this feast are the peonle of Judah. Driver draws them togeth-
er as they are broken down in classes. Included are

court officials, who either aped foreign fashions or were

forelgners themselves, and who were addicted to corruption

and intrigue; the merchants resident in gerusalam; and

Jews sunk in irreligious indifferentiem, <5

At the game time, the "“guests" at the feast might be
taken to be the Scythians, to whom we have pointed above. In

any case, the walling in the streets of Jerusalem will be

24y, H. Rowley, The Relevance of Aooccalyptic (Second
edition; London: Lutferworth Press, 1947), p. 22.

253- R. Driver, op. cit., p. 341,
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unbearable in the Day of Yahweh. Even the mightiest of its
men will exvwerience uninhibited terror.

The great day of the Lord is near,

near and hastening fast;
the sound of the day of the Lord is bitter,
the mighty man cries aloud there. (1l:14)

For Zephaniah the Day of Yehweh is imminent and dreadful.
It 1s a Dies Irge,26 and he foretells its gloom in highly de-
seriptive terms.

A day of wrath is that day,

a day of dlstress and anguigh,
a day of ruin and devaststion,
a day of dsrkness and gloom,

a8 day of clouds and thick darkness,

a day of trumpet blast and battle cry
agalngt the fortified cities
and against the lofty battlements. (1:15.16)

All of this 1s to come uvon Judah slmply becsuse they have
become oblivious to their self-identification with Yahweh,
And, if that is the case with Yahweh's own people, it holds
also for all peonles in general,

I will bring distress on men,

gso that they shall walk like the blind,
because they have sinned against the Lord. (1:17)

Chapter two bears out this idea of Yahweh's universal
concern as it gives a detalled analyslis of the Judgment as 1t
wlll be meted out upon pveoples outside of Judash. This reaches
i1ts climax in a wldely expanded description of Yahweh's wrath

in chapter three.

26zephanish' e prophecy of the Day of Yshweh served as
the basis for Thomas of Celano!e noted Medleval hymn, Dieg

irae.




Sl
For My decision 1s to gather nations,
to assemble kingdoms,

to pour out upon them My indignation,

all the heat of My anger;

for in the fire of My jealous wrath

all the earth shall be consumed. (3:8)

But, for Zephanish, the Day of Yahweh does not reach its
Tinal expression merely in the wrath of Yahweh. Its ultimate
purpose is the survival of a falthful remnant of people, who,
in truth, shall serve Yshweh in every way. The idea of a
remnant is a significant part of his prophecy, and is impore
tant to note for his view of the Day of Yahweh.

For I will leave in the midst of you

a people humble and lowly.
They shall seek refuge in the name of Ehe Lord,
those who are left in Israel. (3:12)%7

The Day of Yshweh in Zephaniah's prophecy takes on an
emphatic universal scope.?8 Although Judah is singled out
initially, the prophet makes it clear that the judgment of
that day faces all the peoples of the world. It is in this
that we move somewhat in a different direction from both Amos
and Isalah, for whom the Day of Yahweh was delineated more in
terms of their own veople.

At the game time, the direction of the prophet is toward

27As in certain sections of Amos, many feel that 3:8-20
is a later addition, giving some note of hope to Zevhaniah's
otherwiee gloomy message. Cf. H. Wheeler Robinson, The 0ld

Testament: Its Making and Meaning, p. 102.

280¢. Bewer, The Literature of the 014 Tegtament, p. 137,
end R. H. Charles, op. eit, . 97.
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a thoroughly eschatological emphasis. The Day of Yahweh is
less any extraordinary desy of Yahweh!s work, and more the
ultimate day of His activity. It may be noted that this is
vhere the unique character of Zephaniah's prophecy 1lies.22 Ag
George Adam Smith remarks, Zephanlah's book "is the first ting-
ing of prophecy with apooalypae."so The distinctive place that
he takes up in the line of prbphete is well summed up by Sellin:

Das Buch Zephanjas ist von grosser Bedeutung fiir unsere
Kenntniss der Israelitischen Vorstellungen vom Tage Jahwes.
Es bewelst, dass er schon in vorexilischer Zeit und wieder=
um auch schon vor jedem Propheten alse eine universale
Weltkatastrophe aufgefasst wurde, von der weder Israel
noch die Natur verschont werden, agf der aber ein gerettetes, ]
neues Gottesvolk hervorgehen. soll.

’

290r. Oesterley and Robinson, An Introdustion to the Books
of the 014 Testament, p. 402.

3°George Adam !-lm.‘l.th,‘ "The Book of the Twelve Prophets
xg;g?e II," The Exvositor's Bible (London: Hodder and Stoughton;
» De 49.

Slge11in, op. oit., p. 140.




CHAPTER IV
THE DAY OF YAHWEH IN EXILIC AND POST-EXILIC PROPHETS
EZEKIEL

The prophecy of Ezekliel, son of Buzi, affords 2 unique
vantage point for looking at the Day of Yahweh in the prophets.l
It 1s here that we find a oproohet who operates not merely with
an intultion of imminent danger to himself and hle peoole, but
1s personally involved in the vicissitudes of captivity. From
bani shment on the banks of the River Chebar in Babylon, Ezekiel
is able to scan the whole flow of historical events in which
his people and other nations are caught up, and is moved to
speek of the Day of Yahweh as it applies to them. It may be
observed that the idea is pertinently real to him and those to
vhom his meesage is addressed. 2

Ag in Isalah, Ezekiel'!s prophecy focuses on the Day of
Yehweh particularly in two chapters. We find the idea brought
out chiefly in the thirteenth and thirtieth chapters. An
invegtigation of these chapters will allow for certain summariz-

ing remarks regarding his usage of the concept.

1y, Ww. Robinson holds that Ezekiel prophesied from 592
to at least 570 B. C., after his deportation to Babylon in the
year 597 B. C. See H. Wheeler Robinson, The 0ld Testament: Its

Making and Meaning, n. 220.

2The same would hold true of Jeremiah, whom we have not
attempted to treat because of the limitations of this study.
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In chepter thirteen, Ezekiel turns to the deception of
the false prophets. We have seen above that, for Amos, the
condemnation is in general agalnst the blatant security of
the people. Here Ezeklel turns against Judah's associations
of false prophets as being the ones who have led the psople
into complaceny. They are prophets who have svoken devoid
of authority, and have consequently plunged the people into
a drastiec state of affairs.

Wice to the foolish propvhets who follow their own

spirlit, and have seen nothing! Your orophets have

been like foxes among ruins, O Israel. (13:3.4)

The deceptive character of these prophets has affected
all that they ever attemnted to preach to the people.

Because, yea, because they have misled my people,

saylng, 'Peace,' when there is no peace; and because,

when the peopnle build a wall, these prophets daub

it with whitewash; say to those who daub it with

whitewash that 1t shall fall! There will be a deluge

of rein, great hailstones will fall, and a stormy

wind break out; and when the wall falls, will it

not be sald to you, 'Where is the daubing with which

you daubed 1t?' (13:10=-12)
And, as far as the Day of Yahweh 1s boncerned, which seems
to imply immediately the destruction of Jerusalem in 586,5
the false prophets have left the people with little fortifi-
cation to face it.

You have not gone up into the breaches, or bullt

up a wall for the house of Israel, that it might

stand in battle in the day of the Lord. (13:5)

It 1s significant to note that Ezekiel brings many of the

Scf. H. Wheeler Robinson, Inspiration and Revelation in
the 014 Testament, p. 136. e
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facets of his pronhecy within the compass of the individual.%
Thus, if both Amoe and Iealah can spotlight the Day of Yahweh
as being first of all upon Israel and Judah, Ezeklel tends to
narrow the circle even more so, and to focus upon specific
individuels within Judah. Thus the false nrophets are singled
out for special judgment at the coming of Yahweh. f
Thus will I spend my wrath upon the wall, and upon
those who have daubed 1t with whitewash; and I will
83y to you, The wall is no more, nor those who daubed
1t, the nrophets of Israel who prophesied concerning
Jeruselem and saw visions of peace for her, when
there was no peace, says the Lord God. (13:15.16)
In chapter thirty, on the other hand, we meet the world-
embracing scope of the Day of Yshweh.
Wall, 'Alas for the day!
For the day is near,
the day of the Lord 1s near;

1t will be a dsy of clouds,
2 time of doom for the nations. (30:3)

Initially, the prophet has in mind the great empire of Egypt,
which higtoricelly hed been a source of discomfort to Israel.
But ultimately all nations sre included in that judgment which
will come amidst the darkness of the Day of Yahweh,

For Ezekiel, in many respects, the Day of Yahweh remains
quite the same as for the prophets who preceded him. It will
be the day, first of all, of Judah'e own judgment, but, in the
end, a day of world-upheaval and world-assize. Significantly,

however, we find Ezekiel moving away from a collective emphasis

4R. H. Charles has a noteworthy discussion of this em-
phasis in Ezekiel's thought. See A Critical History of the
Doctrine of a Future Life, p. 61 ff.

R ST



36
of "the Day" toward a more personalized form. For him, the Day
of Yshweh will be that day on which every individual will stand
or fall on the basis of the response he has given to Yahweh.

OBADIAH

The prophecy of Obadiah, to a large extent, is a deline-
ation of what Yahweh would mete out upon the supercilious oeo-'
ple of Edom.® with the shame and dismay Judah was forced to
endure in such tragedies as the Babylonian Captivity, Edom

offered 11ttle sympathy. Contrariwlee, her attitude was one
of rebuff. she surreptitiously concurred in the desolation ;
inflicted upnon her neighbors to the northwest.

Edom's attitude had its basis in the long histories of

the two peoples. The feeling between the two was consistent- :
ly acrimonious.® Because of thig, the problem of dating the

book of Obadish 1s a secondary one, for the primary concern is

that, in this provhecy, the long-existent rancor between the

two peovles is brought to 2 climax. All that, perhaps, went
unwritten and unsaid in the long course of Judsh's history,

is here emitted, =2nd the prophecy serves as a sort of funnel

5The problem of dating the prophecy of Obadiah prompts
one to act mostly on the bagls of assumption. Thus we have
taken the liberty of following those scholars who place it
at the time of the Babylonian Captivity. The dating is not
really esgsential to this study, as is pointed out.

6of., Ps. 137:7; Lam. 4:21 f; Ezek. 25:12-14; Ezek. 35:1 f;



