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Jeara.10 In view of tbia, the intluenoe ot Amoa upon Isaiah 

has become commonly recognized. 

As a young man, Isaiah was deoisively inf~uanoed 
by Amos and Hosea, who prophesied 1n Israel aa 
Isaiah was entering manhood. With eyea ooened 
by them be saw clearly into the social and religious 
conditions of his own Judean environment, so similar 
to those 1n the Northern Kingdom; the oppression 
ot the poor and the mlsoarriage ot Justice; tbe sel­
fish indulgence of the rich and tbe craving after 
weal th and power; the materlalist1o view ot lite 
and its inclltference to God; superstition and 
idolatrous pr actices and soulless worab1p.ll. 

Internally, therefore, the conditions called forth Isa-

iah's strengthened nreaohing of the Day of Yahweh. And exter­

nally, with the events of the Syro-Ephra1mitic War, the tall 

ot the Northern Kingdom, and the imminent danger sensed in the 

rise ot Assyria, the time was ~ropitious to call the people to 

self-scrutinization through the preachment ot •the Day." 

In chapters two and thirteen we find Isaiab1 a usage ot 

the Day of Yah~eh coming to ita tocua.12 It is here, in par­

ticular, that we are able to observe what this day ~ould in­

volve tor him. 

10Accord1ng to Bewer, Isaiah prophesied between 738 and 
701 B. C. , and possibly thereafter. Juliua A. Bewer, 11The Book 
ot Isaiah Volume I, 11 Harper• a Annotated Bible (New York: 
Harper and Brothers, c. 1950), p. 9. 

llibid. See also J. M. Powis Smith, .:rl!!!.. Prophets and 
Their Times (second edition; Chicago: The University ot 
Chicago Preas, c. 1941),·p. 88. 

12It, of course, would not be proper to limit the oonceot 
to these two ohapters. We select these two, in which the for­
malized phrase la used, merely as a matter of convenience. 
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In chapter two, atter Isaiah haa been oontronted w1 th a 

v1a1on ot universal peace, the thought tu:rna to the Day ot 

Yahweh. Ser1ousne sa overtakes the elation wh1oh -c>reoeded. 

The p:ropbet turns to admonish his people betore the enoroaoh-

1ng Judgment ot 11the Day. 11 He delineates tor Judah the sins 

1n t1hich they have been involved. The7 have taken up evil 

divination (2:6), and have tound 1n their wealth a new obJeot 

of devotion (2:7). They have turned trom Yahweh to serve 

their own idols (2:8). But, moat tragic ot all, 1s the -pride 

that accompanies their inditterenoe, and it is here that Isa­

iah is led to speak ot the Day ot Yahweh as a day in which 

every type ot oride w1ll be 11qu1dated. 

For the 'Lord ot boats has a day 
against all that is proud and lotty, 
against all that is 11tted up and high. (2:12) 

It is significant, as J. Philip Hyatt has oo1nted out, 

that Isaiah's sens1t1v1ty to pride leads him to think ot all 

that is exalted in nature, ao that the prophet sees the Day 

of Yahweh embraolng even those elements •in the natural world 

vhioh evlnoe thoughts ot greatne~a.13 It will be a day 

against all the cedars ot Lebanon, 
lofty and lifted up; 
and against all the oaks ot Baahan; 

against all the b1gh mountains, 
and against all the lotty bills; 

against every hlgb tower, 
and against every tort1t1ed wall; 

against all the ships ot Tarahiah, 
and against all the beautltul oratt. (2:13-16) 

13J. Philip Hyatt, Prophetic Religion (Nev York: Abingdon­
Cokeabury Presa, c. 1947), P• 102. 
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It this ia the oase, then the Da, of Yahweh will be that 

kind ot day on which there vi11 be a final upaatting of pride, 

a day on which Yahweh Himself is reoognize4 aa over all th1nga. 

And the haughtiness of man shall be hwnble4, 
and the pride of men shall be brought low; 
and the Lord alone will be exalte4 in that day. 
( 2: 17) 

And those who face the Day of Yahweh will throw their 1dola 

to the moles and bats, arid w111 flee to the strongest shelters 

available, the oaves and cl1tfa (2:20.21). For, when Yahweh 

oomea, Re \-Till come in wrath to terrify all the earth before 

Him (2:21). 

In chapte~ thirteen, the terms again are oataatrophio. 

'l'be clash of the nations in battle serves as the immediate 

point from which the prophet v1eva the Day ot Yahweh. And, 

it ma, be said, that here the unique element in th1a prophetic 

concept evidences ltselt, that though immediately the prophet 

baa in mind the destructive foroea ot conquest to the extent 

that the concept is found within the prophecy ot Babylon's 

c!oom, yet there appears to be something much more tlnal an4 

oataolyamlo in hls description ot · the Day ot Yahweh. 

Wail, tor the da, ot the Lord is near; 
as destruction trom the Almighty it will 
coma: (13:6) 

The Day ot Yahweh will be accompanie4 by tragedy. It 

will till men with terror (13:7), and w111 bring with it the 

aavereat kind ot pain (13:8). It w111 be a dq on which Yab­

veh1 a wrath will be k1ndled to 1ta utmost, so that there will 

be nothing abort ot utter deao1ation (13:9). And, 1n terma 
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that are reminiscent of Amoa, it will be a day of darkneaa 

rather than light.14 

For the stars of the heavens and their oonatellationa 
will not give their light; 

the sun will be dark at lta riaing 
and the moon will ~ot shed i~s light (13:10). 

At the same time, it will be a day aftectlng nature. The Day 

of Yahweh will come accompanied by the d1aruptlona of tornado 

and earthquake. 

Therefore I will make the heavens tremble, 
and the earth will be shaken out of lta place (13:13). 

As in Amoa the Day of Yahweh will call Israel to account, 

so we can conclude that, tor I aaiah, the Day of Yahweh vlll be 

a day of Judgment first and foremost upon his own people, 

Judah.15 The arune toroe of aocountabillty wbioh we found 1n 

Amoa, ls again found in Iaalab. Yahweh' a desire is to have a 

people which t,orshlpa Him alone, and the Remnant which will 

aurvlve •the Day" will be Just such a kind of people.18 

As tor the other nations of the world, if the observation 

ot R. H. Charles la correct, the idea of a universal Judgment 

le foreign to Isaiah' a thought. 

14cf. Amos 5:20. 

18R. H. Charlea, ,6 CrlticaJ: Historz of !I!!. Doctrine 2t 
.1 Future Lite (London: Adam ana Charlea Black, 1899), PP• 89ft. 

16The Remnant idea ls, of courae, eaaential to Iealah1 a 
prophecy. It would take ua too tar af1el4 to treat lt in 
detail here, but lt must be seen as having a strong bearing 
Upon hla concept ot the Day of Yahweh. 
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Judgment, it 1s true, vil1 be executed on SgJJ>t, 
Ethiopia, Tyre, Pbiliatia, Moab, and ~rla, and 
all nations will be concerned in Yahwe 1 a plll'poae 
ot I breaking Aaayria. 1 These nations, however, 
are dealt with by the prophet 2W JD. r,latlon 
!sl. bl a own neople .17 

In any case, Isaiah continues 1n tbe same vein as Amoa, 1n 

making this day a deeply religious one tor bls own people, 

and tilling 1 t with Yahweh' s own content. 

ZEPHANIAH 

·lhen Z8pban1ah began to prophesy, Joaiab bad Just short­

ly come to the tbrone.18 Intemally, cond1t1ona were 1n a 

decadent state. Pagan elementa from the vorsb1J> ot Baal and 

Moloch were grafted into the religious lite ot Israel. To­

gether with this, the people aaaimllated foreign customs which 

WN contrary to lawa laid down tor the community lite of Is­

rael. 'l'be pol1t1oal leaders, false propbeta, and unfaithful 

priests led the ~eople into 1nd1tterentiam, and catered to 

their cravings tor material thinga. It was an age of crass 

ayncretism.19 

1'1ft. H. Charles, ,sm. • .£!1., l>• 91. 

18Bewer dates Joaiab1 a reign from 63'1 to 607 B.C. see 
Julius A. Betrer, 11'l'be Book of the Twelve Prophets Volume II, 11 

p. 9. A alight tluotuation ot a par should be noted, however. 
H. w. Robinson dates it from 638 to 608 B. C. see R. Wheeler 
Robinson, The 2J4 'l'e,tament: .Ila Making And Meaning (Nashville: 
Cokeaburj' Press, 193 ) , p. 101. The former plaaea the begin­
ning of Zeohaniah1 a activity about 627-828. 

19Julius A. Bawer, •The Book. ot the Twelve Prophets 
Volume II,• P• 9. 
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On the outside, the moat ominoua and dlaturbing tol'Oe 

has been taken by many to be the Soythian 1nYaa1on. 20 Ac­

cording to Herodotus, they were· mlgratlng at thia tlme, and 

their movement stirred up, ln turn, the .peoples that .had to 

g1Ye way to them.21 Jobn Punnett Peters has glnn a note­

worthy description of the efteot this had on some of the 

, PJ'O»het a: 

The Soythian invasion in the last quarter ot the 
seventh century gave, in the hands of the Prophete, 
a new meaning and a »ecul1ar coloring to the 
doctrine of the Day of Yahweh. Thia new and 
mysterious nation, coming from the unknown 
regions ot the north, with its wild appearance, 
its strange and inhuman ways, and it■ irresistible 
onset, shaking and overturning all the stable 
powers ot the earth, became to Zephaniah and 
Jeremiah both the fulfillment and the picture ot 
the day ot the Judgment ot Yahaweh. 22 

These oond1tions,· external and internal, prompt trom . 
Zephaniah perhaps the sharpest emphasis found in any of the 

prophets on the Day ot Yahweh. 23 Whether, as. H. B. a>vley 

indicates, Zephaniah accumulates under the phra• 1 '1'he Day of 

20At the same time the disturbance tound in the rise or 
Babylon should be noted. 

21se~er, •'l'he Book ot the 'l'welve Prophets Volume II,• 
P• 9. 

22John Punnett Peters, 231. cit., P• 433. 

23ct. Sellin, .ml• ait., p. 140 and oeaterley· and Robin­
son,. JD Introduction !2. lm Book■ .2.t lb!. m:A Testament, 
l>• 402. 
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Yahweh" all ot which the nropheta before him spoke, 24 the 

tact remains that there is something olimactic in his emplo7-

ment ot the concept. 

The phrase 1The Day of Yahweh• occura in l:'1 and 1: 14, 

and in a modified form 1n 1:18. The prophecy begins with a 

universal sweep of Judgment, which narrows to. t~cus specif­

ically upon Judah. Zephaniah eXposea the sin ot Judah aa 

lying in her idolatry (1:4.5), and in her consequent indiffer­

ence toward Yahweh (1:6). As a result, be preaches the prox­

imity ot the Day ot Yah~,reh, which ia going to be a particular­

lJ unique day because Yahweh baa prepared it as a J'eaat Day. 

Be silent before the Lord Ood! 
For the day of the Lord 1a at hand; 

the Lord has prepared a aacritice 
and consecrated his guests. (1:'1) 

It is obvious that the victims who will be consumed at 

this feast are the people of Ju.dab. Driver draws them togeth­

er as the7 are broken down in olaaaea. Included are 

court ott1oiala, who either aped fo:reisn fashions or we:re 
foreigners themselves, and who were addicted to corruption 
and intrigue; the merchants resident 1n jgruaalem; and 
Jews sunk in irreligious indifterentiam. 

At the same time, the •gu.e ata • at the teaat might be 

taken to be the soythiana, to whom we have pointed above. In 

any oaae, the wailing in the streets of Jerusalem will be 

24a. R. RowleJ, The Relevance of ApooalYotio (second 
edition; London: Lutterworth Press71947), P• 22. 

25s. R. Driver, 22• ol t., P• 341. 
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unbearable in the Day of Yahweh. :&:Yen the m1gbt1eat of 1 ta 

men will ex,,er1ence un1nh1b1te4 terror. 

The great day ot the Lord 1a near, 
near and hastening taat; 

the sound ot the day ot the Lord 1a bitter, 
the mighty man cries aloud there. (1:14) 

For Zephaniah the »ay ot Yahweh la imminent and dreadful. 

It is a Die a Irae, 26 and he foretell a 1 ta gloom 1n highl7 de­

aori,:,tive terma. 

A day ot ~n-ath is that day, 
a day of distress end anguish, 

a day ot ruin and devaatetion, 
a rlay ot darkness and gloom, 

a clay of clouds and tbiok darkness, 
a day ot trumpet blast and battle cry 

against the tortit1ed oitiea 
and against the lofty battlements. (1:15.16) 

All of this le to come upon Judab simply because they have 

beoome oblivious to their self-1dentit1cat1on with Yahweh. 

And, 1t that is the case with Yahweh1 s own people, it hold■ 

also tor all peoples in general. 

I will bring distress on men, 
so that they shall walk like the blind, 
because they have sinned against the Lord. (1:17) 

Chapter two bears out this idea ot Yahweh' a universal 

oonoem as it gives a detailed analysis of the Judgment as 1t 

will be meted out upon peoples outside of Judah. Thia reacbee 

its clim~ in a widely expanded deaoript1on of Yahweh' a wrath 

in chapter three. 

26zephaniah• e o:ropheoy of the Day of Yahweh served aa 
the bas1e tor Thomas ot Celano•· s noted Medieval hymn, m,u 
Irae. 
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l'or My deo1s1on 1a to gather nations, 
to assemble k1ngdoma, 

to pour out upon them My 1ndipat1on, 
all the heat ot My anger; 

tor 1n the tire of My Jealous wrath 
all the earth shall be consumed. (.518) 

But, tor Z9phaniah, the Day of Yahweh does not reaoh its 

final e:,q,ression merely in the wrath ot Yahweh. Ita ultimate 

purpose is the survival ot a ta1thtul remnant of people, who, 

in tl'Uth, shall serve Yahweh· in every way. The idea ot a 

remnant is a significant part of hia prophecy, and 1a impor-­

tant to note tor his view ot the Day of Yahweh. 

For I will leave in the midst ot you 
a people humble and lowly. 

They shall seek refuge in the name of the Lord, 
those who are left in Iarael. (3:12) 2'1 

The Day ot Yahweh in Z8phantab1 a prophecy takea on an 

emphatic universal scope.28 Although Judah 111 singled out 

1ni tially, the prophet make a 1 t clear that the Judgment ot 

that day faces all the peoples of the world. It ia in this 

that we move somewhat in a different d1reot1on from both Amoa 

and Isaiah, tor tfhom the Day ot Yahweh was delineated more 1n 

terms ot the1r own people. 

At the same time, the direction ot the prophet 1a toward 

2'As in certain sections ot Amoa, many feel that 3:8-20 
is a later addition, giving some note of hone to Zeohan1ah1 a 
otherwise gloomy message. Ct. H. Wheeler Robinson, lb!t fil 
Testament: !1! Making .!!!A Meaning. p. 102. 

28ct. Bewer, The Literature ot the Old Te atuen t, o. 1.5'1, 
end R. Ji. Charles,&• !ll, P• 97. - -
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a tborougbl7 &scbatologloal emphaala. The Dq ot Yahweh 1a 

leaa an7 extraordinary day of Yahweh' a work, and more the 

111.tlmate d&7 of His aot1v1t7.. It may be noted that tbla la 

vheN the unique oharaoter of Zephan1ah1 a prophecy llea. 29 Aa 

George Adam 91111 th remarks, Zephan1ah1 a book •1a the flrat ting­

ing ot pl'Opheo7 wl th apooaln,ae. •30 !he 41at1not1ve place that 

be takes up in t.he line of prophets la wll aummed up 'b7 ~llln: 

Das Buch 7.ephanJaa 1st von groaaer Bedeutung tur unaere 
Kenntnisa der Israel1tiacben Voratellungen vom Tage Jahwa. 
Ea beweiat, daas er aohon in vore:x111aoher Zeit und vieder-
um auch aohon vor Jedem Prophaten alae eine univeraale · 
Wel tkataatrophe autgetaaat lflll'de, von der weder ISl'ael 
nooh die Natur versohont warden, •sf der aber ein gerettetes, 
neuea Gottesvolk hervorgehen. aoll. 

29ct. oeste11le7 and Robinson, A!!, IntJ'04uot1on l2, l!!!, Book.a 
.2t ~ ill Testament, p. 402. 

300eorge Adam smith, · •The Book of tbe 'l'welve Prophets 
Volume II, 11 '!'be E:xooaitor• a Bible (Lo.ndon: Hodder and Stoughton; 
1898) , 'P• 49-;--

31sellin, 00. .!!ll· 1 P• 140. 



CHAPTER IV 

THE DAY OF YAHWEH IN EXILIC AND POST-EXILIC PROPHETS 

EZEKIEL 

The nropbeoy of Ezekiel, son of Buzi, ·atforda a unique 

vantage point for looking at the Day ot Yahweh in the proobeta.1 

It is here that we find a !Jl'Oobet who operate a not merely vi 1ib 

an intuition of imminent danger to himself and his people, bu.t 

la personally involved in the vicissitudes ot oaptivi t7. Prom 

banishment on .~he banks ot the Riv.er Cbebar ln Babylon, Bzeklel 

1:s able to scan the whole tlow of bistorloal events in whiob 

hla people and other nations are caught up, and is moved to 

speak of the Day ot Yahweh as it applies to them. It mq be 

obsened that the idea ts' pertinently real to him and those to 

whom bis message ls addressed. 2 

As in Isaiah, Ezeklel1 s proobeoy focuses on the Day of 

Yahweh particularly in two chapters. We find the idea brought 

out chiefly in the thirteenth and thir~letb chapters. An 

lnvestlgation ot these chapters will allow tor certain summariz­

ing remarks regarding his usage ot the concept. 

1H. w. Robinson holds that Ezekiel prophesied from 592 
to at least 5'10 B. c., after bls deportation to Babylon in the 
year 697 B. c. see R. Wheeler Robinson, :n!!, g!4, 'l'eatament: ll!. 
Making ~ Meaning" p. 220. 

2'1'be same would bold true of Jeremiah, whom we have nol 
attempted to treat because of the 11ml tations ot this study. 
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In chapter thirteen, Ezekiel tum■ to the deception of 

the false prophets. We have seen above that, tor .Amoa, the 

condemnation ia in general against the blatant secuz-it7 ot 

the people. Here Ezekiel turn a again■t Jwtah• a aaaoo1at1ona 

ot false Pl'ODhets as being the ones who have led the neople 

into complaoellJ'. They are prophets who have snoken devoid 

ot authority, and have conaequentl7 plunged the people into 

a dz-astio state ot atta1ra. 

Woe to the toolisb prophets who follow their own 
spiz-it, and. have seen nothingl Youz- oz-opheta have 
been like foxes among ruins, O.Israel. (13:3.4) 

The deceptive ohaz-acter of theae nz-opbets baa atteoted 

all that they evez- attempted to preach to the people. 

Because, yea, because tbe7 have misled f4J' people, 
saying, . 'Peace, 1 when there is no peace; and because, 
when the people build a wall, these pz-opbeta daub 
1 t w1 th whitewash; say to those who daub it with 
whi tewaah that it shall tall! There will be a deluge 
ot rain, great hailstones will tall, and a storm7 
wind break out; and when the wall falls, will it 
not be said to you, 'Where is the daubing with which 
you daubed itt• (13:10-12) 

And, as tar as the Day of rahweh is concerned, which seems 

to imply immediately the destruction ot Jerusalem in 586, 3 

the talae prophets have left the people with little fortifi­

cation to taoe it. 

You have not gone up into the bz-eaobes, or built 
up a wall tor the house of· Israel, that it migh~ 
stand in battle in the day of the Lord. (13:5) 

It is significant to note that Ezekiel brings man7 ot the 

3ct. H. Wheeler Robinson, Inspiration ,!!!A Rpvelat1on .l!!. 
ll!!, ~ 'l'eatament, p. 138. 
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taoe ta ot h1 a nronhecy within the compaaa ot the ind1 vidual." 

Thua, it both Amoa and Iaalah can spotlight the Day ot Yahweh 

aa being first ot all upon Israel and Judah, Ezekiel tends to 

narrow the circle even more so, and to focus upon apecitio 

1nd1v1duala within Judah. Thus the talae nropheta are singled 

out tor special Judgment at the coming ot Yahweh. 

Thus will I spend my ,-rrath upon the wall, and upon 
those who have daubed lt with wbitewaah: and I wlll 
BB¥ to you, The wall 1 a no more , nor tho ae who daubed 
it, the orophets ot Israel who prophealed concerning 
Jerusalem and saw visions ot peace tor her, when . 
there was no peace, says the Lord God. (13:15.16) 

In chapter thirty, on the other hand, we meet the world­

embracing scope ot the Day of Yahweh. 

t·Ta11, 1 Alas f'or the day! 
For the day 1a near, 
the day ot the lord la near; 

it will be a day ot clouds, 
a time ot doom tor the ·nations. (30:3) 

Initially, the orophet has in mind the great empire ot Egypt, 

which historically had been a source ot diacomf'ort to Israel. 

But ultim~tely all nations ere included ln that Judgment which 

will come amidst the darkness of' the Day ot Yahweh. 

For Ezekiel, in many resoecta, the Day ot Yahweh remains 

quite the same as tor the prophets who preceded him. It will 

ba the day, first ot all, ot Judah' a own Judgment, but, in the 

end, a clay ot world-upheaval and world-assize. l:11gnltloantl7, 

however, we find Ezekiel moving away :tram a oolleotlve emphaa1a 

4R. H. Charles has a notevortbT d1acusa1on ot thla em­
phaaia in Ezekiel' a thought. see A Orl tloal Hinton 2t the 
Doctrine 2t .!, Future L1te, p. 61 tt. 
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ot •the Day• toward a more personalized form. l'or him, the Day 

ot Yahweh will be that d117 on which every 1nd1 vi dual will stand 

or tall on the basis of the response he has g.iven to Yahweh. 

OBADIAH 

The prophecy ot Obadiah, to a large extent, ia a deline­

,ation ot what Yahweh would mete out upon the supercilious -peo­

ple of Edom.5 With the shame and dismay Judah waa forced to 

endure in such tragedies as the Babylonian Captivity, Edom 

ottered little sympathy. Contrariwise, her attitude waa one 

ot rebuff. She surreptitiously concurred in the desolation 

intlicted u~on her neighbors to the northwest. 

E<lom• s attitude had its basis in the long h1stol'1ea ot 

the two peoples. The feeling between the two was consistent­

ly aorimonious.6 Because of this, the problem of dating the 

book of Obadiah is a secondary one, tor the primary concern la 

that, in this prophecy, the long-exiate~t rancor between the 

two peo-ple s is brought to a climax. All that, perhaps, vent 

unwritten and unsaid 1n the long course of Judah's history, 

is here emitted, and the prophecy serves as a sort ot tunnel 

5The -problem of' dating the pronheoy ot Obadiah prompts 
one to act mostly on the basis of assumption. Thus we have 
taken the liberty ot following those scholars who place it 
at the time ot the Babylonian Captivity. The dating is not 
really essential to this study, as is pointed out. 

Ber. Pa. 137:7; Lam. 4:21 t; Ezek. 25:12-14; Ezek. 3&:.l f; 
Ia. 34:5 tt.; Ia. 63:1-6. 


