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712 FuemiRgrévBonk-Revieaturl iteratur

g fpredjen gefabt, und das twar nidt felten ber Fall; denn ed gab einen
Barten Stampf mit cinigen dlteren Miffionaren, die an bad alte arabifde
Gualeli {id getvdhnt Hatten und moglicdhft viel babon in bdie neue ﬁhafttlml
Biniiberretten twollten, wiihrend id) rabifal mit ben alten arabifd-islamitis
fdjen Wegeidnungen filr ausgefproden djrijtlide Gebanfen breden Inom!-
alfo bas Biel verfolgte, dad Suabeli durd) die Entarabifierung getviffers
mafen wicder gu afrifanificren. Die mitarbeitenden Eingebornen Gaben fidy
familid) auf die Seite ber Gegner ded alten arabifdjen Sualeli geftellt, und
ibrer verjtinbdigen und fleifigen Mitarbeit Haben wir e8 nadift Gott gu
banfen, baf ausd all dem Geifen Ringen cine liberfeung Gervorgegangen ift,
durdy bie nidht mehr der die Wahrheit verfalfhende idlamitijde Seift, fons
dern der Gleift unjers HErn tweht, der alled neu madt. Jit 8 aud) nidit
in jedem eingelnen Falle gelungen, die arabifden Worte durd) edit afrilas
nifde gu erfessen, fo ijt doc) der eingejdhlagene Weg, den fGon Slamroth,
wenn audy etioad zaghaft, betreten Hatte, fidjer ber ridjtige; denn er erldft
unfer afrilanifdges Chrijtenvolf aud bder unheilvollen Gebunbenfeit an bie
islamitijde Gedanfentvelt. So erlldrie mir ber jdhivarze P. Martin Ganifya
in Dar e8 Salaam nad) dem Lejen der neuen fiberfejung ded Romerbriefs:
»Jebt erft fange i) an gu verjtehen, was Paulus und gu fagen Hat.! ©o
Bat toobl der Verliner Profejjor Weftermann redit, wenn er in biefer Nbers
fefung cinen wefentliden Fortidhritt unjers Dienjtes an Afrila fieht. et
bie ftberfepung im cingelnen aud tveit fiber Silamroth Ginaus, fo mweidjt fie
bod) nirgends8 von bem bon ihm getviefencn Wege ab und Gat jo bas Stlams
rothiie Grbe, wenn ed duferlidh aud) cine wefentlid) verdinderte Geftalt
ethalten Gat, nur filx die neue Beit, dic in Afrila angebrodjen ift, nupbar
und frudibringend gemadt.” . B,

o>

Book Review.— Literatur.

Biblia Hebraica, adjuvantibus A. Alt, G. Beer, J. A. Bewer, F. Bukl,
J. Hempel, F. Horst, M. Lochr, O. Procksch, G. Quell, W. Rudolph,
cooperante A. Sperber, edidit Rud. Kittel. Textum Masoreticum
curavit P. Kahle. pbnn =mp, Liber Psalmorum, pracparavit F. Buhl.

* Editio tertin, denuo claborata. $Privilegierte Wilrttembergifche Bibel:
anftalt, Stuttgart. 1930. 127 Seiten 614 X9%.

Diesd ift nun fdhon cin weiteres Heft in dber vorjilglidhen Uusgabe der Hebriis
fhen Bibel von Rittel. Wir Idnnen nur twiederholen, wad toir in dicfer Jeitjdrift
in ber Mainummer, S. 892, {dhon gefagt Haben. G5 ift bie fdhdnfte und befte
bebriiifche Bibel, bie auf dem Marlt ift, und obwohl ber BVegrilnder und Leiter
bes Unternehmens, Prof. Dr. Mud. Kittel, am 20. Ottober 1929 geftorben ift (fiehe
Februarnummer biefer Jeit{dyrift, S. 158), o wird bodh die Urbeit ohne Stdrung
undb unndtigen Uufenthalt vorwdrtsgehen. Rittel Hatte die Drudlegqung biefes
eftes bis jur Halfte durdgefilhrt; fitr den Neft ded Hefted Hat Ul die Gejdhifte
be8 Herausqebers iibernommen. Der Vearbeiter diefed Teild der Plalmen ift ber
belannte Hebraift F. Bubl, frilher in Qeipzig, feht in Kopenhagen, ber Herausgeber
ber neueren Wusgaben bes Hebrdijden Worterbud)s von Gefenius. Man muf die
Defte genau anfehen und gebrauden, um eine Vorftellung von ber egalten Kieins
atbeit, bie eben bei einer Hebrdifhen Bibel nbtig und unvermeidlidy ift, su bes
fommen. Q. Flicbringer.
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Novum Testamentum Graece cum apparatu critico curavit Dr. Eberhard
Nestle; novis curis elaboravit Erwin Nestle. Editio quarta decima.
Privilegicrte Witrttembergifhe Bibelanftalt, Stuttgart. 1930. 662 Seiten
4X6, in Leinwand mit Golbtitel gebunben.

Die hanbliche Ausgabe ded griedhifdhen Neuen Teftaments bon dem berftors
benen Gelehrten Gherhard Neftle ift fo weit verbreitet, baf fie nidht nur inner:
Balb heiundbreifiic Jahren bdierzehn Uuflagen ecrlebt Hat, fondern aud) iegen
ibrer internationalen Werbreitung ecine lateinifch gefhricbene Einleitung Hat, da
biefe allgemeine @elehrtenjpradhe am beften bem Jiwede ber Grlduterung aller
Gingelheiten dient. Aber nidht fo befannt ift, dah nad) dem Tode Neftles fein
auf bemfelben @ebiete arbeitender und ebenfo befonnener, fleifiger unbd tiidhtiger
©ohn im Jahre 1927 cine nene Auflage mit vermehrtem fritifhem Material
Berausgegeben Hat, bon ber in biefem Jahre {hon wieber cine ncue Ausdgabe er:
fhienen ijt, die vierzehnte, in ber aud) dicfer Gelehrte zeigt, vie unermitblidy er ift
in der BVerbeflerung und BVervollftindigung bes fritijden Apparats, inbem er be:
fonber8 bie neuerdings eridhienenen Werle von Sandaeh-Turner und W. Kraft
iber ben neuteftamentlichen Tert undb bie Gvangeliengitate des firdenbaters
Jrendus verwertet hat. E8 ijt nicht ndtig, nodh) ctivad jum Qobe der Neftlejchen
Yusgabe beg Neuen Teftaments zu fagen. Wir itberzeugten uns bei einem Vefudy
mehrerer Bftlichen Unftalten, wic aud) in gany andern Kreifen diefe Ausgabe
gejchigt und gebraud)t wird. G5 ift und bleibt eben im allgemeinen bie befte,
fdinfte und augleich billigfte Handbausgabe ded griechifdyen Neuen Teftaments der
Gegenart. Q. Flirbringer.

The Book of Isainh (Chapters I—XXXIX) in the Light of the
Assyrian Monuments. By Charles Boutflower, M. A. The Mac-
millan Company, New York. 2064 pages, 534 X8%, including Index.
Price, $6.50.

This unique book, written by the late vicar of Terling, Essex, was pub-
lished under the auspices of the Society for Promoting Christian Knowledge,
London, England. The author is favorably known for his book In and
Around the Book of Daniel, in which he throws light upon the many moot
questions raised by the content of that book. The present volume is a still
more complete defense of divine truth as stated in an Old Testament book.
It is not a commentary, but it is invaluable for the cxegete who is wres-
tling with the historical problems which the first thirty-nine chapters of
Isaiah's prophecy present. The object of the author was fo throw all
possible light on these chapters by comparing their contents with the
results of the many recent excavations, chiefly in Babylonia and Assyria,
the decipherment of cuneiform inscriptions, and the abundant research
work carried on by English, French, American, and German scholars.
Broadly stated, the excavations prove — what Christian exegetes have long
.ago believed on the basis of Seriptural affirmation — that also the his-
torical statements of Isaiah are literally true. Chapter after chapter the
.author follows the divine prophecies and views them in the light of con-
temporaneous events as these are portrayed in the excavated monuments.
‘The result is, on the whole, most inspiring. The monuments support the
prophetic statements so remarkably that one's faith in the Holy Scriptures
is greatly strengthened by this amazing external evidence. The author’s
research has been profound and exhaustive. He has not overlooked a single
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fact that might be helpful in illumining the passages in question and
giving them new importance, new force, new vividness, new majesty and
beauty. That does not mean that the author is everywhere right in in-
terpreting the Scriptures. He holds, for example, that the Immanuel
prophesied to Ahaz was the prophet’s own son and that the maiden who
became His mother was the prophet's second wife. Of course, this Im-
manuel he regards as typical of the Prince of Peace who was to be born
at some future time. But even so the interpretation is wrong, since
St. Matthew, by inspiration of the Holy Ghost, assures us that we have
here a direct prophecy of the Messiah. We cite this only as one of the
instances where the author fails to do justice to the sacred text. Yet,
in spite of these faults, it is hard to see how even the believing student of
Isaiah can ignore the vast amount of material which the author, with
painstaking care, has treasured up in his great opus.  J. T. MUELLER.

The Second Epistle of Paul to the Corinthians. By Charles E. Erdman.
The Westminster Press, Philadelphia. 123 pages, 4% XT7. Cloth
with gilt lettering. Price, $1.00.

Dr. C. R. Erdman is Professor of Practical Theology at Princeton
Theological Seminary and pastor of the First Presbyterian Church, Prince-
ton, N.J. In spite of his many tasks he has devoted his spare time for
a number of years to writing and publishing popular expositions on the
books of the New Testament. The present volume is the tenth of this
series, the others being on the four gospels, Acts, Romans, First Corinthians,
the Pastoral Epistles, and the General Epistles, These little hooks have
won for themselves many friends, for they endeavor to expound to the
reader in simple, concise, and beautiful language the great thoughts of
the sacred text. The exegesis is devotional and practical; it shows that
the author has studied with great carc, not only the text, but also the
works of both the older and the more recent scholars of the New Testa-
ment. Controversial matters are left out entirely, and the writer steers
clear of the vagaries of the higher critics. The reviewer regrets that the
doctrinal part of the epistle has not been given more prominence. Never-
theless, in spite of this and other faults which may attach to the book,
the reviewer, though not subscribing to all historical and exegetical state-
ments, has found pleasure in the perusal of the exposition and has derived
from it benefit for a greater appreciation of Paul's Sccond Epistle to the
Corinthians. J. T. MUELLER.

Die Eniwidlung dber ESdatologic, von Sdlciermadjer bis sur Gegemwart.
Pon Lic. Willi Hisner. Drud und Verlag bon E. BVertelémann in
Giltersloh. 1029, 116 Seiten 6X0. Preis: Geheftet, M. 3.80; gebunben,
M. 5.00.

Dies ift ein wertvoller Beitrag jur Dogmengefdidte diefes Gebiets. Die ber
Stubie augrunbde licgende Rlaffifisierung ber mobernen Theologen fann and)
mandem gute Dienfte leiften. G5 werden die bon Schleiermadier abftammenden
ober beeinfluften Gruppen behanbdelt, die {pelulativ-Iritifhe Theologie (Vipfius,
Ritidl, Dafe, Tedltfdh) ufiv.), die Vermittlungstheologie (Niffd), Tholud, Geclad,
Dorner uflw.), Konfeffionalismus, Grlanger Theologie (Hofmann, Frant, Juts
Dardt, Rlicfoth, Deliffd), G.Stange, Althaus) und bie Mobernpofitiven, Hdie
theologiege[chichtlich einmal dem befenniniStreuen Suthertum angehdren (1), Jum
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anbern in ber QebenSarbeit Mit{@IS einen EntwidlungSfattor fehen, ber nidt
mebr gu ilbecfehen ift* (Raftan, Seeberg, Yemme, Hiring, Dunimann); ferner
- Biblzismu8 und Mepriftination (Qengftenbers, @bfdel, Sange, Cremer, Rdh:
ler ufiv.); endfid) Blumbardt und bie dialeltifhe Theologle (THurneyfen, BVarth,
Brunner). File cigentlihe Sdrifttheologie gibt e8 leine Rubril. ,Die Esda-
tologie be8 lefiten Jahrhunberts (wie ja im Grunde audy die gefamte dogmatifdhe
WUrbeit) nifhet fih aus dbrei Duellen: der Sdyrift, ber lebendbig-religidfen Erfah-
tung, ber {pftematifden BVefinnung (bem {yftematifhen Denten).* Der Verfaffer
tvagt nidt su entdheiden, ,ivelher der drei Quellen bei den unfeugbaren Fehlern
aller drei Methoben ber Vorzug ju geben wirer, Der Bibliziémus erlennt nad
bem Berfaffer bie Bibel an al8 Mrtunde der Offenbarung und als Norm
bogmatifdher Ausfagen; ihm gift bas Wort a priori. ft aber die Sdrift nur
Uriunde ber Offenbarung und Norm, fo Hat bas Wort nidht Apciorigeltung im
Sinn ber wahren Sdrifttheologic.

Was den Stoff anbetrifit, fo fallt auf, tvelh groke Rolle neben dbem Chilias:
mus bdie Wpotataftafid und die Belehrungdmiglichleit nad) dem Todbe in Dder
mobernen ESdiatologie fpiclt. Schleicrmadjer fudt mit allen nur mdgliden
@ritnden die Qehre bon ber cloigen Verbammnis aufjuldfen. Nothe dft das
Deil den unbelchrt Geftorbenen in ber Totenwelt nod) cinmal anbieten; MNitfdl
1dgt bie Gottesgemeinfd)aft die ganze Menjdyheit umfaffen; £. . Nitjdh ldpt die
Berbammten in bas Nidhtfein iibergehen. TWendt: Entwidlungdmidglidleit. Mar:
tenjen: Purgatorium; cine Entjcheidung in der Frage: Upolatajtafis oder boppel=
tes @erid)t? iwagt er nidht ju fillen. Geclach: ecin pactifulover Mittelauftand
nur file die Nidtberufenen. Dorner: Mitteluftand, Lduterung fitr die Gliu-
bigen. . Nifjch: ctoige Becdbammnis ebenfo miglidy wie die fhlieklidye Belehrung
aller BVerlornen wegen der menjdlichen Freiheit. Hofmann: Velehrungdmiglid)-
leit im Totenveidh. Sceberg ift fitr ein Purgatorium der Gnade; {divere Ve-
benfen bverbieten ihm, bie Werbammnis als eiwig angufehen. Aud) Dunimann
watnt vor dbem Vegriff der cwigen BVerbammnis, rodhrend Kaftan dbas {itt:
lide Befil hI fiir bic Glegner bes GotteSiwillens ben eivigen Tob forbern Iaft.
Gremer betont ftar! die WelehrungSmiglichleit der unreif, unentidyieden Geftor:
benen im Jwifdensuftand dber Gliubigen, dbem Hadbes. Nad) Lihler toird Ehrijti
Selbftbarftellung in der Parufie denen die Belehrungsmiglichleit darbicten, deren
Qerfiumnis des Unteild an ber Ver[dhnung nicht auf unfittliden Griinden be-
tubte. Sdylatter: Belehrungdmibglichleit nadh) bem Tode filr bie, die nidht wegen
biefer Belehrungsmiglidyleit ihre Velehrung gleichgilltip aufgejdjoben Haben. Ries
mann (unflaffifizgicct) begriindbet die Wpolataftafis vom EntividlungSgedanten Her.
Blumbhardt erllict ben Gebanten einer etvigen Verbammnis filr abfurd, ba er ja
felber fo viel Grbarmen Gotted erfahren Habe.

RNod) eine Eingelfheit: ,Stanged G8datologie geht barauf aus, die Sterbs
fidgteit der Seele ju betweifen.” 1Und Hisner ucteilt dariiber alfo: Wit fehen,
toie die Tonfejfionelle Theologie, wiewoh! fie nadh manden Jeugniffen als Ltbecholt
gilt, bod) auch auf unferm Gebiet nody friiftige und newe Dinge ju fagen tweif.”

ThHh Gngelbder.
Process and Reality. An Essay in Cosmology. By Alfred North White-
head. The Macmillan Company. 1929. 533 pages, 53, X8%%. Priece,
$4.50.

Professor Whitehead, formerly of the University of Cambridge, En-
gland, is now lecturing as Professor of Philosophy in Harvard University.
The chapters of “Process and Reality” are lectures delivered by him in
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the University of Edinburgh in 1927. To the theologisn the subtitle is
misleading. The author docs not discuss the origin or constitution of the
universe. His book is rather a metaphysics, endeavoring to interpret the
reality which underlies the scheme of civilized thought. Technically one
would ecall Professor Whitehead’s system, a “philosophy of organism,”
which “attempts to describe the world as a process of generation of in-
dividual actual entities, each with its own absolute sclf-attainment” (p.984).
He has worked into his world view concepts of Plato and Aristotle and
particularly of Locke and Hume. His leanings toward the American Neo-
Realists becomes evident as his chapters unfold. He is as far as his
idealistic opponent, Bradley, from believing in “an aboriginal, eminently
real, transcendent Creator” (p. 519). He is even able to conceive of & “com-
pletion of God’s primordial nature by the derivation of his consequent
nature from the temporal world” (p.527). “It is as true to say that God
creates the world as that the world creates God” (p.528). One would
wish that Professor Whitehead had not so closely adhered to the “careful
avoidance of all detail” announced in his introduction. At least to any
one who has not read the same author’s Science and the Modern World
these 533 pages of abstract reasoning will remain largely incomprehensible.
Tx. GRAEBNER.

Augustana. 1. Story and Significance of the Augsburg Confession on Its
Four-hundredth Anniversary. By J. L. Neve, Professor of History
of Doctrine in Hamma Divinity School, Springfield, O. The Lutheran
Literary Board, Burlington, Iown. 1030. 152 pages, 5X8. Price,
$1.35.

While this work is not exhaustive in its treatment of the Augsburg
Confession, it is nevertheless helpful, especially to pastors who wish to
have pointed out to them massive modern works on this subject by spe-
cialists. The author frequently refers his readers to Tschackert, Kolde,
Koestlin-Kawerau, etc. With the view expressed on page 22 that for the
outward happiness of & country it means much to have but one dominant
religion, be it Protestant or Catholic, we can hardly ngree. Let the reader
think of the case of England, whose population is not homogeneous from
the religious point of view. When Dr. Neve discusses the question of
progress in theology, we have no objection to the statement that the Lu-
theran Church is progressive in her theology, provided his interpretation
of progress in theology does not go farther than the sentence on page 117:
“She [the Lutheran Church] must study the historical past in order to
appropriate its abiding values; and she must study the present age in order
to arrive at an apologetic that can meet the problems of the day.” What
fills us with alarm is that the author seems to point with approval to the
writings of von Hofmann to illustrate what he has in mind when speaking
of progress in theology. In von Hofmann’s case we find not merely prog-
ress in theological thought, but downright deviation from the doctrine of
Holy Bcripture, and at that, at the very heart of the Gospel, namely, the
doctrine of the atonement. The author’s statements in pointing out that
the Augsburg Confession still has symbolical force seem altogether too
weak to us. He scems to be afraid of sounding the positive note, which
is 80 much- needed in the present-day confusion of tongues. On the other
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hand, many of his statements made us rejoice. We may quote here a few
sentences from page 119 f.: “In the doctrine of man's natural depravity
also [Art. II] the confession is conservative. Pelagianism is rejected. Re-
generation is taken as a creative act of God's Spirit in man's heart.” On
page 136 we read: “The Calvinian type of predestination never received
a home-right in the Lutheran Church; neither is there a place in the Lu-
theran Confessions for the opposite teaching of Arminianism, or synergism,
which to-day has occupied most of the churches in the Reformed group
in entire consistence with that subjective conception of the means of grace.”

2. Das AugsSburger Belenntnis BVerhandlungen der Synode ber
evangelifdy-Tutberijdhen Freiticde in Sadhfen und andbern Staaten bei ihrer
50. Jahresvecjammiung in Kolberg A. D. 1929, Berlag be8 Sdyriftens
bereind (€. Kidcner), Jwidau, Sadyfen. Preis: M. 3.

Der Synodalbericht unferer Vriider in Deutidland filr das Jahr 1929 bringt
alé Qauptaabe cin {hones Neferat Steltor MWillfomms fiber unfer Grunbbelenntnis,
Betitelt: ,Diec Gottesgabe bes Augsbhurger Belenntnifjes — eine Schagy= und Nilft:
Temmer unferer [utherijdjen Kirde.r Fiir den frijden, unmipberftindliden Ton,
ber hier erllingt, mdge ein Heiner Ub[dynitt (S. 54) als Beleg dienen: Uud) auf
bem ®ebiete ber Kirchen, die fich sum [utheriffen Velenntnis Halten, find Gini:
gungSbeftrebungen im Gange. 1Und iver tvollte bas8 nidht mit Freuden begrilhen
und ihnen den beften Grfolg tvitnjdhen? Uber aud) Hier befteht die Gefahr, bah
man fify begniigt mit ciner teiftoeifen Ginigung, mit Einigleit in dem, ras man
al8 Haupt: und Grundlehren bezeidynet. Dafilr bernft man fich dann gern auf
bas ,E5 ift genug‘ bes 7. Artifels in unferm Belenntnis. Uber man mup Hier
febr genau jujchem, damit man dies Wort niht mibraude. Der Gegenfay, der
hier im 7. UActifel vorliegt, ift nidht: Ginigleit in den Hauptlehren und Freifeit
in Nebenlehren, fondern vielmehr: Einigleit in der Hauptfache, ndmlidy der reinen
Predigt des Evangeliums und der redjten BVerivaltung der Salframente, und Freie
Beit in Nebendingen, nimlid) in Jeremonien, bon Menfden eingefest.”

W®B. Arnbdt.

Behold the Man! By Friedrich Rittelmeyer, Ph.D. Authorized Trans-
lation by Erich Hofacker and George Bennett Hatfield. The Mac-
millan Co., New York. 1929. Price, $1.50.

The Saviors of Mankind. By William R. Van Buskirk. The Macmillan
Co., New York. 1929. Price, $3.00.

One sometimes wonders just how far Modernism, i.e., unbelief, will
consistently go. Here is the answer. The books listed above are not com-
panion volumes, and yet they belong together. The first one shows the
logical development of the Christ iden since the time of Schleiermacher
and Ritschl. It shows that Modernism, in particular the social gospel,
has developed a pathological condition, an almost pathetic eagerness to
cling to the orthodox phraseology, as though such a procedure would atone
for the practise of investing this terminology with a poisonous content.
The book, with all its fervor, with all the beauty of its style, falls woefully
short of portraying the actual Christ, the historical Christ, the Redeemer
of mankind. It is a philosophical discussion of Christ as the outstanding
personality of the Christian religion, but a book on Jesus which omits
reference to His two greatest miracles, His incarnation.and His resurrec-
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tion. Quite naturally it is full of historical inaccuracies and inadequate
statements. The author speaks of the “unknown author” of ome of the
gospels (p.17). He alleges that “we could dispense to-day with the
account” of the miracles of Christ (p.19). He has not the faintest con-
ception of the vicarious character of the sacrifice of Jesus, but pictures it
as a psychological necessity (pp. 34.35). He speaks of being “unhampered
by any theology whatsoever” (p.89). In short, the book is a delusion and
a snare. — But this criticism applies in still greater measure to the second
book. It is also n logieal product, an outgrowth of the science of com-
parative religions of our day. It places Jesus Christ in the list of so-
called saviors of men, his list being the following: Lao-Tze, Confucius,
Gautama, Zoroaster, Aakhnaton, Moses, Isaiah of Babylon, Socrates, Jesus
of Nazareth, Saul of Tarsus, Mahomet. The chapter on Jesus, which we
examined with particular care, is full of mistakes, not only in its so-called
psychological views, but also in the historical background. Evidently the
author has tatken the questionable privilege of reconstructing the gospel
account to suit his own fancy of his preconceived notions. At any rate,
the personal resurrection of Jesus Christ is denied. And that in itself is

enough to discredit the book from the standpoint of Christianity.
P. E. KRETZMANN,

Preaching with Authority. By Edwin Du Bose Mouson. Doubleday,
Doran & Company, Inc.,, New York. 245 pages. Price, $2.00.

A better title for this book would be “Preaching without Authority.”
Its trend of thought is embodicd in the following quotations taken from
the book: “We preachers of the twentieth century have fallen heir to
theories of the atonement, methods of expression, forms of words, that
were useful enough in their day and in their time did speak to men in
language they could understand. But these forms of expression do not
appeal to us any longer. The notion of a ransom to the devil, the theory
of a penal substitution, the moral-influence theory, were all efforts to ex-
plain the mightiest deed in the moral history of the race. But they do not
satisfy us now.” “What the doctrine of the Incarnation really means is
not that God has invaded a world that is alien to Him and taken on
o nature different from the divine, but rather that man and God are
akin, that they belong to the same family. The doctrine of the Incarnation
means that this is God’s world and that history is the sphere of His
activity. God and man are not unlike and totally distinct with reference
to ultimate nature; they do not differ in kind. And the incarnation of
God in Christ is not altogether something new and strange, something
totally different from what we sce going on in the world around us all
the time. Indeed, if I may so speak, God is evermore incarnating Himself.
He incarnates something of His beauty in a flower, something of His
majesty in a storm, something of His vastness in the wide-extending sea,
something of His eternity in the steadfast mountains — ‘God’s eternities
in stone’ He puts something of His holiness in every saintly soul. He
incarnated Himself perfectly in Jesus Christ. As a matter of historical
fact, ‘God was in Christ’ Said Jesus, “He that hath seen Me hath seen
the Father.” And Paul was telling what Christ had come to mean in his
own experience when he wrote, ‘In Him dwelleth all the fulness of the God-
head bodily.’” J. H. C. Frrrz.
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Education and Religion. Vital Messages on the Home, the Church, and
the College. Edited by Homer Henkel Sherman, General Secretary,
Board of Education, M. E. Church South. Nashville, Tenn. Cokes-
bury Press. 1929. Price, $1.25.

Character Education by State and Church. By Harold 8. Tuttle, Pro-
fessor of Eduecational Sociology, University of Oregon. The Abing-
don Press, Cincinnati, O. 1930. Price, $1.50.

The present reviewer has read books in the field of religious education
for quite a number of years. He has gained the impression, and this im-
pression has grown on him with the passing years and with many hours
spent in teaching the subject in the lecture hall, that any one who does
not accept the pedagogical principles of the Bible outright as the inspired
expressions of an infallible God and substitutes for such objective truth
the subjcctive discussions of modern educational psychology, is going to
be pretty far from the truth. The first of these books is the better of the
two, because it seems to hold more firmly to the eternal verities. But
there are some serious mistakes which have found their way into the
presentation. 'We cannot make concessions to the evolutionists by stating
that the human race has been living on this earth for ten thousand years
(p. 56). We must keep the functions of Church and State separate. We
cannot express it as our conviction that there is going to be a social order
based upon a millennial dream (p. 141f.). But we commend the author
for statements such as are given on pp. 159 and 164, in which he clearly
expresses the duties of pastors and teachers. — The second book has a wrong
slant almost all the way through. It is a rambling discussion, chiefly on
plans for character education, with little basis of truth or comstructive
arguments. There is too much evidence of a Calvinistic mixture of Church
and State. While the objectives in character-building are well presented,
the suggestions are inadequate. If we are sincere in our plans for reform,
why not place the burden where the Bible places it, on the parents, who
may then call upon the Christian congregation to aid them in giving their
children a sound education and training for body, soul, and mind in a Chris-
tian week-day school? P. E. KRETZMANN.

The Science of Psychology. An Introductory Study. By Prof. B. H.
Wheeler, University of Kansas. Thomas Y. Crowell Co., New York.
550 pages. Price, $3.75.

There is an abysmal difference between the psychology of half a cen-
tury ago and that of the present time. The old psychology, known as
mental philosophy, purposed to “ascertain the facts and laws of mental
operation” and occupicd the middle ground between metaphysics and
natural science. It presupposed the “soul” to be an entity distinct from
the body and regarded man as endowed by his Creator with a “moral con-
sciousness,” or conscience, which functioned on the basis of a natural
knowledge of God and His divine Law. (Cp. Dr. J. Haven's Mental Phi-
losophy.) The theory of Evolution, with its corollary of man’s descent
from the primates, has wiclded so tremendous an influence also on the
science of psychology that its metaphysical content has been entirely
eliminated. Psychology has become a matter of biological study, of
laboratory and experimental investigations, of reactions to stimuli, of
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social attitudes, etc. Professor Wheeler’s text-book is one of the most
modern and forward-reaching of any published on the subject. It is
written from the so-called configurational and organismic standpoints.
Paychology, according to the author, is the “study, first, of social bebavior
with its various limited and specialized activities, and second, of those
forms of behavior which can be abstracted from it” (p-3). Behavior is
“the activity of an organism-as-a-whole.” The organism is living in an
environment which furnishes constant stimulation. Stimulations are the
“activating influences of physical forces or socinl situations upon the
organism.” Whatever the organism does as a result of this stimulation
is called a response. The mechanisms of response in man are the nervous
system, the muscles, and the glands. With these bodily structures the
human being sees, hears, thinks, fears, loves, hates, and carries out all
forms of overt action, such as locomotion, manipulation of objects, and
talking. From the time of its conception the organism commences to grow
and mature in certain definite directions which are laid down in the his-
tory of the species or race. The history of the species or race is therefore
a remote condition of behavior (p. 3). These are some of the guiding
principles of modern organismic psychology as presented in this book. Of
course, the Christian student cannot satisfy himself with such a founds-
tion for his psychological studics. It leaves out the fundamental facts of
man’s original creation in the image of God, of the tremendous problem
of sin as sin, of the divine Law inscribed in the heart, of conscience, ete.
The human being “secs, hears, thinks, fears, loves, hates,” etc., not merely
with the “bodily structures of nerves, muscles, and glands.” To under-
stand his intellectual, volitional, and emotional ncts, we must go beyond
the “bodily structures” to the hidden realm of the soul. Psychology is
more than a “biological science from the standpoint of the individual.”
The “physical, chemical, and physiological facts” do not explain all the
causes of “human behavior,” nor do the “social stimulations” account for it.
All this must be stated in criticism of modern psychology, which is built
up entirely on evolutionistic premises. But although the student of the
Bible cannot agree with such psychology, he will recognize Prof. Wheeler’s
Bcience of Psychology as a notable text-book on modern psychology.
J. T. MUELLER.

— e
— —_—

k)

Please Take Notice.

Kindly consult the address label on this paper to ascertain
whether your subscription has expired or will soon expire.
“Sept 30” on the label means that your subscription has ex-
pired. Please pay your agent or the Publisher promptly in order
to avoid interruption of service. It takes about two weeks before
the address label can show change of address or acknowledgment
of remittance.

When paying your subscription, please mention name of pub-
lication desired and exact name and address (both old and new, if
change of address is requested).

CONCORDIA PUBLISHING HOUSE, St. Louis, Mo.

Published by Scholarly Resources from Concordia Seminary, 1930

9



	Book Review. - Literatur
	Recommended Citation

	tmp.1645040882.pdf.pnC_H

