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than tne negative aapeot of removing guilt, but baa alao the 

positive aspect 0£ the g1ving of Hie Spirit. In thia same 

positive aspect, Paa1m 139:l-o speeka 0£ God'• knowing the 

righteous, literally besieging hima 

O Lord, tnou haat aearoned me, and known me. 
Thou knoweat m7 downa1tt1ng and mine upr1a1ng, 

thou underatandeat m7 thought at'er orr. 
Thou oompaaaeat Cw1nnowest) my path and my 

lying down, and art ac~ueinted with all my waya. 
For there is not a word in my tongue, but, 

lo, 0 LORD, thou knoweat it altogether. 
Thou hast beset tbeaiegedl me behind and 

before, and laid thine hand upon me. 
Such knowledge 1a too wonderEul for meJ 1t 

is high, I oannot attain unto it. 

The giving of righteouaneaa 1a ahown here to be an act o~ 

God 1n which He not only forgives ain but aeizea man and 

makes him Hia own. He g1vea fellowship when he givea 

righteousness. 

Righteousness, then., 1a not a matte1• of being perfect­

ly good and living with God by virtue of thi.a goodneaa lfor 

man is sinful)., but lt ia living with Crod beoauae He in Bia 

meroy haa forgiven our sine and made us Ria own. Righteoua­

neaa 1• a relat1onah1p to God created by God'• merc7 in 

action and received by man•s repentance and truat. 

Earlier in thia chapter 1t waa ahown that these Paalma 

had a oonatant and definite principle., that the righteoua 

lived and the wicked were killed. Ir 11£e ia given to 

those whom God had made righteous and brought into fellow­

ship with Him, and the unrighteous. or thoae separated 

rrom God, are expeoted to be killed, tbenL11re ia the �~� 

V 
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phyaical; visible manifestation of' a fellowship with Ood.___r-

So in ~calm 28 :l 1t 1a written, 

Be not silent to me: lest if thou bo s i lent 
to me, I become like them ·tha t C" d.own into the pit. 

If God is .silent, if He :<·emovea Himself' f'rom naan{' then man 

is l1k o th:1se vtho g o dovm to tho pit --he 1s as good llS 

doad. Iiif'a ccnslats in .f.ellowahip with God; without that 

rellonship there is only doath.J This thought 1s repeated 

in Poalm 143=7· A positive expreaoion of this thought 1a 

found 1n Psalm 36&9. !n thie verae it 13 sh own that life 

1a f r.·om God 7Jho i s the fountuin of lii'o• Only with God 

ond 1n Hi{i: light :La there any lii'e '£or man. Lif a, then., 

is fellowship with aodl 

For with theo it? the !°O'l.mtaln of life; in 
thy light shell wo aeo light. P3alm 36: v . 

Thia is the concept or the nature of life. 



CHAP'l'ER III 

THE PURPOSE OF LIFE 

Life is lived. Therefore, in any atudy of a oonoept 

of life it 1s not enough a1mpl7 to aa7 what it 1a and where 

it goes, but it must aleo be oonoerned with the question or 

"Why?0 Why doea man live? It ia not, however, the ques­

tion, to what end does man live, but the question, what 1a 

m~TI to do with the life he baa? Ia life to be piotured aa 

a p~l grimage to a better goa1? Or 1a it a1mply en exiat­

enoe into whioh a mania thruat and £rom whioh he ia taken, 

bet~ without his oonaent, without any meaning or purpoae? 

Is life to be endured, or doea one live to do aomething? 

it 1e the burden of thia chapter to ahow what the Old Tea­

tament man of God thought 1n referenoe to these queationa 

as hia thought ia revealed in the Paalma of David. But 

these Paalma are prayers, hymna of praiae or petition• for 

help, ond ere never contemplative or philoaophioal poema. 

i1here1·ore, they do not disouaa the purpoae of life as such. 

but only imply it. Nevertheless, they do reveal that the7 

regarded the purpose or life as both theocentrio and teleo­

logical, God-centered and goal-oonsoioua. 

That life is theooentr1c, 1.e., that the purpoae or 

life 1e centered 1n God and Hia will, and is not oentered 

1n aelf and the aat1afaot1on of peraonal dea1rea and goala, 



ia ahown by these Panlma• recognition of God ea the Lord 

and m&ster of life. I1luetrat1ve ot thia are the many 

re~erences 1n theae Paalma to God as the king. Psalm 29 

oxtola the glory of God &8 the almighty Lord of ell nature, 

and climaxes its pra1••• 1n ver•e 10 with the word.a, •Yea, 

The LORD a1tteth king forever\• He 1a the Lord Bnd king 

of &11 thinga in the world, and therefore Lord also of the 

life of man. So also in Paalm 10116 aad 2417-10. Thia 1• 

made much ~ore personal 1n Paalm 512. 

Hearken unto the voice of my cry, my King, 
an~ my Gode for unto thee will I proy. 

Hero God is called "!!!Z k1~5 .~ He 18 my Lord., therefore I 

live for God and not just for my8el1'. So also Psalm 145:l, 

I will extol thee, my Ood, 0 king: and I 
will bleas t~ name for ever and ever. 

See alao Paalm 20:9. 

A corollary to thia, and of evea greater importance, 

ia the recognition by the Paalmiat of hia role aa the serv­

ant of God. The title• of Paalma 18 and &6 ascribe them to 

"David• the servant o~ the LORD.• In Paalm 14312 the 

Psalmist oalla himaelr the aervant or God and couples it 

withe plea for forgiveneasa 

And enter not into juds~ent with thy servant: 
~or 1n thy aight shall no man living be juet1r1ed. 

So nlao in Paalm 2719, 

Hide not thy faoe far from meJ put not tkq' 
servant away in angerJ thou hast been m7 helpJ leave 
me not- neither forsake me. O God of m7 aalvation. 



The expression oooura quite frequontly in theae Paalma 

(l9:11.13J 31:16; 34:22; 25:2'7; 69:17; 86a2.16J 109:28J 

144110) making it quite evident thut the Old 1.l'est&L1ent 

t'ai thf'·:,.l regarded 11.f'e as being lived 1n the service of 

God, and not in the servico o~ self. 

Another ~aoet in this oonoept or~ theooentrio pur­

pose :t.n 11.fe urJder the Lordship of Ood 11: aeon 1n Psalm 

55 :13, 

For thou hast de).ivored my soul 1'rom death: 
wilt thou not deliver my reet from falling, that 
I may walk bef ore God 1n the light of the living? 

[It is possible so to translate ~711 as a 
question requiring an at'f'1rmat1ve anawer (of'. 
Oen. 4:7; 20:5; Nu.-n . 23126J J'ob 1:10), bt,t it is 
roore 1n keeping with the progress1on ·ot thought 
1n the Psalm to trnnslete it as~ simile arf1rm­
at1on, elmo•t the aame aa il)~ , "loi , as in 
1 Sara . 20137; 2 Sam. 15:35; R1lth 2:8; ·Prov. 8:1; 
14122. Thue it would read, 8 Yea, m7 f'eet ~rom 
falling that I may ws lk before God 1n the light 
of the l1v1ng.ul 

) 

Here life is p1otured aa a walking before God, illuminated 

by the light of life which is li1a pre9onoe (of. Psalm 3619). 

Life, t ~en, is not living for self, but, as God is the 

Lord, it is 11v1ng for Hi~. 

~o keep the p1oture atraight, it must be pointed out 

th.at t h ese Fsalms never speak of ·being under the Lordship 

of· God a• an unpleasant and Wldeaired se1•v!tude. It is· not 

a f'orced aubject!on, but a voluntary and a pleris "" !.1t sub­

jection. So Psalm 66:4 can call the men blessed end sat1•­

f1ed who walks with Goda 



Blessed 1a the man whom thou ohooaeat, and 
cauaeth to approach unto thee, that he me7 dwell 
1n t hy courts we ahall be s~tiaf~ed with the 
goodnasa nf' thy houae, oven o.f thy holy temple. 

The d1~rioult passage or Paalm loa2 l1kew1ae indios tea 

that life under the Lordship or God is the only way to 

have a good 11.re1 

o my aou1 [omit], thou [rem1n1ne, hence 
tha a s sumptlou that the soul is eddrsa eed1 
hast said unto the LORD, Thou Art my f.,,ords my 
woodneea extendath not to thee tllterally, 

my eoodness is not to Thee.• Beat tranalated, 
11:ny g oodnesG l s not beyond Thee," or,. •r have 
no 0ood apart fr~m Thee.•] 

It 1a beoau11e the Paalmlat recognise• God as hia Lord and 

realizea that a 11re 1n H1a aervlce 1a a bleased and £ul­

r1lled life th.P..t there are in th$ee Pe4lma so many aaor1p­

t1ona o~ glnry to God. Psalm 14511-2. 

I will extol thee, my God, O king& and 
I fft ll b l ee~ thy name for ever and ever. 

Every day will I bleae th•e& and I will 
p1:-~:tso thy name ror over ::.1nd ever. 

Baoause O~d is his k.1na, the Psalmist praises and bleasea 

Himl Psalm 63:3-4• 

Bee~u3c thy lovingldJ.~dne9e 1s bet~er than 
11£e, my lip• shall praiee thee~ 

Thue will I bless thee whi!e I live: I 
will 11rt up ~Y ho.nda 1n thy name. 

Here it 1• etated that beosu.ee the rello~sh1p with God ia 

better th.en li!'e itself, there.fore the Ps•lmiet will praiae 

and blesa God ao long aa he 11vea. See also Psalm 3t3J 

2911-21 57:8-11.s 68t34 wh!ob joyt'ull.y aecribe glory to God, 

recognising Bia Lordship. 
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Life, thon, ls t ::1eooontr10. ~ta purpoao is t o live \ 

for God becnn ::so Ho is tho Lord. J Th!s 11 v 1ng y;l 'th God, .J 

which is t ho purpose of l 1fo, would seom rroQ these Paalma 

to involve four tnotors: worship, w1tnesa , love~ and joy. 

The t'ir·at of t h e 3e is wor ship, uh1 ch 1s s direct result or 
that j oyful recognition of the Lordahip of God. Worship 

is regarded as a definite purpoae or life, not aa simply a 

.functi on of' ! t. T~ey lived to pra1ao; t hey did not prai•e 

in order t o live. ':~his i s sh own in Psalm 6:6., 

For in death (Sheoi) there is no romerubrsnce 
of thee: 1n the grave who shall give thee thsnkaT 

Here the Paa1m1at pleads ror life, not ~or selriah r eason•, 

but in order that he might remember God and give Him thanka 

and pra1ae. Thia would indicate that he regarded life•• 

lived in order to worship God. Thi• idea ia almoat liter­

ally repeated in Psalm 3019, 

l1hat pi .. of1 t ia there i n my blood., when l. 
go down to t he p1t? Shal1 the duat praise thee? 
ah.all it declare thy truth? 

For simi lar expresa1ona, cf. Hezekiah'• pray-er in I•a1ah 

38118-lOJ PaalJrl 88::ilO; 115:17. The1•e 1a a like thought 1n 

Paallil 142:7., 

Bring m7 soul out o~ pr i son, t hat I may 
praise thy name. 

Whether the prison mentioned in thia paaaase ia on aotual 

place or simply symbolic for d1atreaa ia immaterial here. 

~he important thing to note 18 that he seeks deliverance 

not for hie own aake but for God'• aake, that he might 



prulao His nsme. So also Psalm Z0:11-12 apeaka o~ being 

del:lver0d to the end toot he might praise God. 

Thou llnat turned roz• mo my mourning into 
dancing: thou ha~t put off my sackcloth, &nd 
g i :rdod mo vii t h gladness; 

To the end that m7 glory may at-ng praise 
t o t hee, ond not be .silen·t. o LORD my God, I 
will give thanks unto thee ror ever. 

So praise, or worahip, an integral part or the recognition 

ot the Lordship cf God• 1a a purpose for whioh raan livea. 

But the wo1·ship 0£ the Old TaEJtacent .fa.ttht'ul 1a not 

a pl\gan worship of aupor.ot1t1oua duty, but the :t'rae reaponae 

of a thnnk!'ul h.vart to tho giftn of God. Psalm 5416 apeaka 

oi: a.-.or .tri c i ng with a 1'ree will. and pr'liDing in .response 

to the goodneae of Gods 

I will freely eaor1f1ee unto thee: I will 
praise t~ name, o LORD; ror it 1a good. 

Psalm 631 ~ haa the P11al.miat praising God no·t in i'e&r or 

bound oy duty. but 1n reaponoe to the loving.kindness of God: 

Bocauoe thv· lovingk1ndneas is better thall 
11fe, my l1pa eholl praise thee. 

Peal= 34::l in exprees1ng both the spontaneity and the oon­

etanc~ of prr.ise ~hows thet worehip 1a ~reely o~fered from 

a thank!'ul heart and ~ot ~orced £rom • heart full of rears 

I will bleaa the LORD st all timeaJ his 
pra1ae shsll continually be in my mouth. 

Psalm l22Jl apeeko of wo~ab.ip QS a th1Dg 0£ Joy and not• 

thing o.r duty: 

I waa glad when they aa1d unto me, Let ua 
go into the house c~ the LORD. 



'l'hia worship, which 1• a purpoae of life, 1• to be 

d1at1ngu1ahed from pagan worship in yet another way. 

These Psalm• ahow that the Old Testament man of God rec­

ognized ·worahip to be not a cult1o ritual that waa effect­

ive~ opere operato, but an .expreaa1on from the heart 

which alone made it acceptable to God. So Paalm 4z6 ex­

hort• to "Offer the aaor1f1oea of r1ghteouaneaa,• that 1a, 

1n a right ap1r1t .• In Psalm 86112 1t 18 ahown that worship 

waa from the heart, thereby d1acla1m1ng hypocritical ritual 

as worships 

I will pra1ae thee, O Lord my God, with 
all my hearta and I will glorify thy name for 
evermore. 

So also Paalm 9:1. Furthermore, the cultic worship of 

ritual and aacr1fioe without the accompanying worship of 

the heart which the aacr1ficea were to represent and sym­

bolise are condemned 1n these Paalma. Psalm 4016, 

Sacrifice and offering thou didst not de­
s1reJ mine eara hast thou openeda burnt offering 
and sin offering hast thou not required. 

Psalm 69130-31., 

I will praise the name of God with a song, 
and will magnify him with thanksgiving. 

Thia alao shall please the LORD better than 
an ox or bullock that hath horns and hoofa. 

Psalm 51116-17, 

For thou deairest not aacrif1oeJ elae ·would 
I give its thou delighteat not 1n burnt offering. 

The aacrificea of God are a broken apir1ta a 
broken and a oontr1te toruabed) heart, O God, thou 
wilt not deap1ae. 
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Finally, worship 1a not devised in the mind or heart 

of man, but 1a a gi£t or aod. Note the plea of Psalm 61115, 

O Lord, open thou my lipa: and my mouth 
shall ahow forth thy praise. 

Ir God opens his 11pa, then he oan worahJ.pJ otherwise the 

ain that separates him from God will also prevent hie wor­

ship. Note also Paalm 661•• 

Blessed is the man whom thou obooaeat, and 
oauaeth to approach unto thee, that he may dwell 
in thy oourtaa we ahall be aat1a£1ed with the 
·goodness or thy house, 8ven oft~ holy temple. 

It 1a ood, by His own graoioue will, that oauaea man to 

worship and to be bleased and satlafied 1n that worship. 

Worship, then is a gift of GodJ it is orrered freely 

from the heart; it is a purpose of 11£e that is theocentrio 

in every sense. 

C1oaely related to this realisation that they live to 

worship God is the realization that they live also to wit­

ness to 0th.era about God. Paalm 2617 apeaka of telling the 

wondrous works or God to others aa a part 0£ worships 

That I may publieh with the voice of thanks­
giving, and tell of all thy wondrous works. 

So also Psalm 911 ond 11, 

I will praise thee, O LORD, with my whole 
heartJ I will ahew forth all ~lq marvelloua worka. 

Sing praiaea to the LORD, which dwelleth in 
Zions declare among the people hia doins•• 

See also Paalm 109127. It ia 1n th1a very worahip ot God 

that the greatest witness to God take• place, and alao the 

greatest ed11'1cat1on ot the congregation. Paalm 3412-~ 
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has the Paalmiat boasting, 1.e. witnessing, that othera 

might be ed11'ied1 

My aoul shall make her boaat in the LORDa 
the hwnble shall hear thereof, and be glad. 

O magnify the LORD with me, and let ua 
exalt hia name together. 

Paalm 4013 expreeaea the almoat identical thoughts 

And he hath put a new aong in my mouth, 
even praiae unto our Goda many ahall aee it, 
and fear, and shall trust in the LORD. 

ct. also Paalm 22a22.26J 26al2J 35118 which point out that 

this w1tneaa1ng ia done •to the congregation.• 

Thia witness ror which man livea takea place alao out­

side of the aphere of worship. It 1a also done by peraonal 

contact. Paalm 4019-10 apeaka or •preaching r1ghteouaneaa• 

to the oongregat1ona 

I have preached righteouaneas 1n the 
great congregations lo, I have not refrained 
my lipa, O LORD, thou Jmoweat. 

I have not hid t~ righteouaneaa w1th1n 
my heartJ I have declared thy ra1tht'ulneaa and 
t~ aalvation1 I have not concealed thy lov1ng­
k1ndneas and tb.7 truth from the great oongregation. 

Paalm 51113 apeaka of actual 1natruct1ona 

Then will I teach tranagreaaora t~ wayaJ 
and sinner• ahall be converted unto thee. 

And, lest it be rorgotten, they knew that they lived not 

only to testify to the congregation, but also to their own 

children and the generation• to oome. Paalm 1"614 mention• 

thiaa 

One generation shall pra1ae tlq worka to 
another, and shall declare thy mighty aota. 



So also Psalm 22131, 

They shall come, and shall declare h1a 
rlghteousneaa unto a people that shall be 
born, that he hath done tlua. 

Though it ls not very strong and 1a usually connected with 

the praise of God as the universal 004, there ia alao evi­

dence that the godly recognised, aa a part ot the reason 

for their existence, their duty to w1tneaa alao to the na­

tions other than Iarael. In Pealm 5719 the Paalmiat wit­

neaaea to the .nat1ona through hia worah1pr 

I will pra1ae thee, O Lord, among the 
peoples I will sing unto thee among the nations. 

Likewise 1n Psalm 10813, 

I will praiae thee, O LORD, · among the 
peoples and I will sing praieea -..mto thee 
among the nations. 

See also Paalm 101•9• 

From all these paaaagea 1t can aafely be concluded 

that the Old Testament man of God, reoogn1s1ng the Lord ot 

all thJ.nga, knew that he lived to worship and that a neo­

eaaary part of that worahip waa a witneaa both to the con­

gregation of Iai,ael and to the heathen. 

But the relationship between the man ot God and h1a 

fellowmen involved more than witness, which, after all, 

could have been done in a very indifferent and withdrawn 

manner. The relationship included alao a very real and 

personal love. Thia la the third. purpoae tor which man 

liveda to aerve. 1D love, h1a rellowmen. One aepeot or 
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this love waa oloaely connected to hia witness. Thia aa­

peot waa that of brotherly reproof, oorreoting eaoh other 

1n love. Paalm 14116, though diftioult, haa muoh to eay 

along this lines 

Let the righteoua amite m•J it ahall be a 
kindneaa1 and let him reprove m•i it aball be an 
exoellent oil [or, oil for the head}, which shall 
not break my head [or, let not my head re.tu•• 1tJ1 
tor my prayer also shall be 1n their oalaa1t1ee. 

In verse tour, the Paalmiat ask• for d.eliveranoe trom evil 

men and from the a1n1"ul luzuriea ot lite, and follows it 

up in this verse with a plea for help from hia brethren, 

even if it be help that smites. Thia 1s the service ot 

men ot God toward one another, a eerv1ce of loving edi­

fication. The book of ~roverba apeaka muoh of thia, ct. 

Prov. 2716, "faithful are the wound• of a friend." Aleo 

Prov. 3111 f.J 13al8J l616.3l.~2J 28133. A eimilar 

thought 1• presented 1n Pealm 6916, 

Let them that wait on thee, 0 Lord GOD of 
hoeta, be ashamed tor my eakea let not thoae 
that seek thee be oont'ounded [put to ahame] tor 
my aake, O God of Iarael. 

In verse five the Paalm1at oont'esaea hia a1ns and 1n tb1e 

verse aaka that hia ain might not offend hia brother. 

Thia 1s love ot a high orderl 

The love ot man to man 1e expressed not only on that 

religious plane, but also on the plane of love tor those 

in phyaioal need. A touching paaaage along th1a line ia 

in Paalm "111, 



Blessed is he that oonaidereth the poor 
[the languishing, the weak]a the LORD will de­
liver him in time of trouble [evil 4a71• 

Psalm 37121 also indicates the love of the righteous for 

those in needa 

The wicked borroweth, and pa7eth not aga1n1 
but the righteous aheweth mercy, and giveth. 

Finall7, there 1e also some 1nd1oat1on that the Old Testa­

ment fa1thrul knew that their love waa to encompass all 

men - even their enemies. Psalm 10914-6 records the love 

0£ the Paalm1st for hia adveraarieaJ a love given even 

when returned with hates 

For m7 love they are my adversariea1 but I 
give myself unto prayer [literally, •1 am erayer.• 
For thia type of f'orce:tul exp·ress1on, c:t. I am 
peace," Psalm 120&7]. 

So also 1n Pealm 36113-14, speaking of hie enemies which 

were falsely accusing him, the Paalm1at writeaa 

But aa for me1 when they were aiok• m7 
clothing waa aaokciotha I humbled m7 aoul with 
f'aatings and m7 prayer returned 1n·to mine own 
bosom. 

I behaved myaeU [walked] aa though he bad 
been IIJ' friend O·r brothers I bowed down heavily, 
aa one that mourneth for hia mother. 

These Paalma, then, give evidence that the Hebrew knew hia 

life to be under the Lordship of God, and for that reaaon 

lived in order to worship, to witneaa, and to serve, in 

love, hia fellowmen. But there 1a yet a fourth purpoae 

for which they lived, as these Pealma indicate, and that 

1a simply to enjoy life. Yet, thia joy, too, 1a theooen­

trio. They found their joy, their peace of mind end their 
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happiness not in riches or in health or in pleasure aa 

suoh, but they .found it in God. Thia 1a revealed 1n 

Psalm 5118., 

Ma ke me to hear joy and gladneaaJ that 
the bonea which thou hast broken ma7 rejoice. 

Here., 1n the midst of fervent prayer .for torgiveneas, the 

Psalmist aaka for joy and gladness. It ia to be noted 

first of all that a petition for joy and gladness ia quite 

aooeptable. Lite meant very much to theae people, espe­

cially since God had granted them little revelation of 

anything after death.1 For that reason the7 looked upon 

11..fe as something to be enjoyed, and joy, therefore, waa 

one ot the reasons for which the7 lived--• purpose ot 

life• But it muat alao be noted 1n immediate connection 

with this, that thia enjoJment ot lite exiata only 1n 

fellowship with God• That is shown b7 the context into 

which thia passage is fitted, a context of repentance. 

Because he baa sinned, God has removed Hia Presence. 

David repents and asks for renewal of God1 a favor and 

fellowship--snd with that, for joy and g1adneas• These 

same points are repeated 1n verse 121 

Restore unto me the joy ot thy aalvation. 

Thie verse follows immediately arter the plea that God re­

move not Bia Holy Spirit from him., ahowing the cloae con-

1For further development ot thia• ••• Chapter Four. 



neot1on between rellowahlp with God and joy. Likewise, 

joy is linked with the word •aalvation," or 9 deliveranoe,• 

which in this Psalm of repentance can only mean deliverance 

from sin and guilt. 'l'hia, too, points out that the joy of 

1:1.fe 1a found only in God. Aleo Psalm e:s, which apeaka ao 

beautifully o.f the eoul 1 a .friendship with God, equate• the 

joy o.f life with the joy o.f knowing 0041 

Veraea 6-61 My aoul aball be aatia.fied as 
with merrow (t'at, or abundance] and .fatn•••J and 
my mouth ahall praise thee with jo7f"ul lip• [lips 
shouting for Joy. Cf. Job 3:7J 2015]1 

When I remember thee upon my bed, and medi­
tate on thee in ·the night watches. 

Psalm 2116 ooncludea a aeotion whioh oounta the bleas1ng• 

of God with words which show that joy 1a 1'ound only in Goda 

For thou hast made him most bleased for 
ever: thou hast made him exceeding glad with 
thy oountenanoe [Thou wilt make lrl.111 rejoice 
1n gladness with Thy presence]. 

To make the picture complete, Paalm 417 puts the joy that 

is to be had with God above any phyeioal pleasure: 

Thou hast put gladnesa in my heart, more 
thar1 1n the time that their oorn and their wine 
inoreeaed.. 

These passages are au.f£1c1ent to show us th.et Old Testa-

1,3ent .faithful regarded h$pp1neei, and joy•• a thing to be 

desired and a reason ror living, but thet joy and happi­

ness was not found in eat1e£aot1on of fleehly desire, but 

waa £ound 1n rellowahip with God. c~. also Psalm 16:llJ 

30sll-12J 32allJ 64:10. 

From all these paseasee it oan aarely be concluded 
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that the Old Testament f'a1thi'ul rooogn1sed the purpose ot 

lire to be completely theocentr10. But a study of their 

undorat~nding of' why they lived 1a not by any meana ex­

hausted by showing its theooentricity. for the teleologi­

cal aspect of· their understanding baa an equally prominent 

part. They lived £u1ly aware of' the tact that life waa 

not lived juat for the moment, but waa headed toward a 

goal. What that goal waa is never explicitly atated, and 

it is therefore aasumed that the goal wa1 never completely 

known. but that 1a the oonoern of' the next chapter. Here 

it 1a necessary only to point out that the purpose ot lite 

waa seen to be not only God-oentered, but aleo goal-con­

acloua. 

That they regarded life aa headed toward a goal 1a 

shown by their oonalstent picturing of life aa a path. In 

Psalm 1714-5 the path of the righteous 1a d1at1ngu1ahed from 

the path ot the wiokeda 

Concerning the worka ot men, by the word 
ot thy 11pa I have kept me from the paths ot 
the destroyer Cv1olentl. 

Hold up my go1nga in thy patha, that my 
tootatepa alip not [My goings held tast to th)' 
patha, my steps have not been moved]. 

In Psalm 10112 the Psalm1at prom1aes to walk on an upright 

pstht 

I will behave my•elt wisely 1n a perfect 
way (on a path of uprightneaaJ. 0 when wilt 
thou come unto met :twill walk within my 
house with a perfect heart. 

Psalm 14218 picture• life aa a patha 



When my ep1r1t waa overwhelmed within 
me, then thou kneweat my path. In the wa7 
wherein I walked have they privily laid a 
anare .f'o1" me• 

So also Psalm 37123. Furt.tlermore, the path on which the7 

desire to walk ia God•a path, a courae of life and oonduot 

that God presor1bea. Paalm 25&3• 

Shew tmake me to know) me thy waya, O 
LORDJ teach me thy patha • . 

For that reason God 1a repeatedly aaked to lead and guide 

and destroy the obataclea 1n thia patht Paalm 618, 

Lead me, O LORD, 1n thy righteousneaa 
because of mine enemiesa make thy wa7 straight 
bet'ore me. 

Paalm 31.a:5, For thou art my rock and my 
fortresaJ therefore for thy nsme•a aake lead 
me. and guide me. 

Paalm 2312-4, He maketh me to lie down in 
green pastures: he leadeth me beside the at111 
waters. 

Be reatoreth my soula he leadeth me in 
the paths of righteoueneas .for hia name•a sake. 

Yea, though I walk through the valley of 
the shadow of death [or, perbapa, •deadly gloom.• 
The meaning remains the aame.J. I will rear no 
evil: for thou are with meJ thy rod snd thy staff 
they com1'ort me. 

-
So alao Psalm 32181 861llJ 14318. 

It muat alao be pointed out that the picture or a 

path £or lite showa not only that they were goal-consoioua, 

but also that the7 were tim-oonaoioua, that 1a, they were 

aware of a past and a future, and not a1mpl7 aware or a 

goal. Or the picture••• waed not only to show that life 

waa going aomeplaoe, but alao to show that there waa a 
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rie;hteous and a wicked way to go, that 1s 6 they were con­

cerned wl th the '¥tay 11:f'e waa 11 ved as well aa with the 

goal of 11£•• But be that ae it may, it at111 remains true 

that life was pictured oons1stently as a path, and a part 

of that picture. a1noe patha generally go somewhere. ahowa 

that the1r view of life was goal-conao1oua. 

The purpose of life, then, 1a both theocentr1o and 

te1e~logioal. Life, lived under the Lordship of God, 1a 

to be lived in the worship of God• 1n witnessing for Him 

to the congregation an.d to the heathen, in the love of 

one's fellowman, and in the joy of fellowship with God. 

It 1s to be lived teleologioally, 1n the awareness that 

lif'e h.aa a goal and that God 1a leading ua to it. These 

are the purposes for which man 11v••• 


