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Theological Observer. — Rirdlid)-Beitge{dhidhtlides.
I. Amerika.

Aus ber Synode. {iber Miffiondarbeit im SitbsNebrasta-Diftrilt Tiegt
und ber folgende Meridht vor: ,Seit ber lepten Diftrilidfynodbe, 1928, Hat
bie Miffionsarbeit im Staate nidht jtillgeftanden. An adit neuen Plihen
ift bie Arbeit in Ungriff genommen mworben; an einem ift die Arbeit
im Eingehen. Das ift alfo cine Bunahme von fieben. MWir dbenfen bdabei
nur an jolde Stationen, bei deren Jnangrifinahme die Mifjionstommiffion
beteiligt war. €3 find aud) fonjt neue Plage angefangen worden, an denen
bic GShmodbe nidt finangicll geholfen Hat, 3. B. Burivell und Sumner. Un
brei Pliben follen mit Gottes Hilfe diefen Herbit Schulen in Gang fommen.
Rredigtamtstandidaten find berufen tworden nad) CambridgesHenbley, Obell,
Central Cith und Lerington; ecin Stubent twird in Sumner arbeiten. Filcr
North Platte ift ein Lehramidlandidat berufen; cin Student twird in bder
neuen Sdyule in Stimball arbeiten. JIn bem Beitraum von nidt gang givei
Jabren finb 16 Wafanzen im Predigtamt befelst worden, die neuen Stans
dibaten fiic diefen Herbjt mit cingejdiloffen. Ym Sdulamt find fieben
Balanzen bejefst worben, bie Lehrerinnen, die oft jeded JYabhr wedfeln, nidit
mit eingefdloffen. Junahme an Eigentum in MiffionSgemeinden ift, ivie
folgt: Stirdhen gefauft in Palijadbe, Janjen, Cambridge, Legington; Sirdjen
neu gebaut in Qincoln (Calvary), Wellflcet; Sdulen neu gebaut in Falld
City; cingeriditet in Calvary, Lincoln und Kimball; Pfarrhiufer ertvorben
in Fairbury, Janjen, Lexington. Das Vabh unter unjern Miffionspliben
im GiidsNebrasla-Dijtrilt ijt die Station am obengenannten Ort. Dasd
Stadtdhen von ettva 8,000 Eintvohnern — e8 Hat in ben lepten zehn Yahren
um 700 zugenommen — liegt im frudyibaren Tale de3 Platte, ettoa in ber
Mitte gwijden Stearney und Norih Platte, vierzig Meilen von erjterer
Stadt und fedizig Meilen von Ilehterer. Dad Tal in der Gegend ift iiber
jwangig Meilen toeit, 6Hi8 man an dad Hoher gelegene Plateau Tommi.
Pradtvolle Felder, bejonders Alfalfa, debuen fidh), jorveit dad Auge reidt,
aus.  Jwoei Vemerfungen gum Sdhluf: €38 ift und in Lexington bon den
Beamten der beireffenden Seftengemeinden verfidjert worben, baf in giveien
der griften die Glicderzall bid zu 40 Progeni aud friiheren Luibheranern
bejteht. Tas ift traurig; bdie armen Leute uften fonft nidht wohin, ba
toir nidit ba waren. Soll bad jo tveitexgehen? GewiB nidht. Jum andern:
Mit diefer Stirde in Lexington madt dad nun in cinem Jahre vier Seltens
tirdjen, die wir gelaujt Haben, um Luihers reine Lefire aud Glotted Wort
in ibnen zu predigen. Das ift exfreulid). Dad geigt, daf der Unionidmusd
und bdic Gleidigiiltigleit in Glaubensfaden Vantrott madit, daf CEhrijtt
lautered Evangelium von der Siinber Seligleit dburd) ihn allein aber inumer
nod) ein Sixdjentvefen aufbliihen lajt. .HErr, erhalie und dein Wortl"
Wit unterjtithen augenblidlich an 84 Stationen 37 Arbeiter in Stirde ober
Sdjule, gang ober teiliveife. Da find bdie fieben Urbeiter mit eingeredinet,
bie biefen Oerbjt nen in bie Urbeit eintreten erbem. Fiir biefe rbeit
Baben tvir ein bon der Shnode betwilligted JYahresbubget von $27,000 in
der Mifjionstafje fiir die Gehalter und bdie laufenden Yusgaben und $3,000
fiir bie Slicdgbautajje, aljo gujammen $80,000. Die Shnode Hat beftimmt,
baf mir im Notfall 6i8 auf $32,000 gefen Innen. YUm 1. WMai tvar ber
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Raffenftand negativ, das Geift, ed toar nidts in der faffe als $1,600 Sdul=
ben fiir die Mifjionslafle und $1,500 in ber Nirdbaulaffe. Die lieben
Paftoren und Gemeinden wollen alfo um bded HErrn YEfu millen dafilc
forgen, dbaf die verfprodiencn Miffionsgelber nidit nur regelmdfig gefams
melt, jondern aud) piinftlih an den Staffierer cingefdjidt werden. :!Hcl'
& B.

Aud ber Synodalfonferens. Dem Werid)t bes ,Gemeindeblatid” ber
Wisconfinfynode entnehmen mwir folgended: ,Am 25. Mai verfanunclien fid
biele taufend Lutheraner aus 96 Geneinden der Shnodalfonferens in Detroit
und Umgegend, um gemeinfdhafilid) die vierhunbertjihrige Gedidjinisfeier
ber Mugdburgijdien Sonfejfion gu begehen. Worbereitet unbd geleitet rurbe
bie Feier burd) cin gemeinfdjaftliches Somitee, beftefend aus P. . Fabling,
Borfier, W. Pagen, Sdapmeifter, ®. Claus und H. Fehner aud dbem
Midyigan-Diftrilt der WMifjourijynode, €. Budiheimer und . Wader aus
bem Englijhen Dijtrilt der Miffourifonode und O. Peters, Selretdr, und
9. €. Ridter aus der Wisconfinjhnode. AlS BVerjammlungsort fiir die gafhls
reidje Menge diente der Ausjtellungsplafs des Stanteds Midjigan im nirds
lidlen ZTeile der Stadt mit feinem ausgiebigen Gebiet und gerdumigen
Gcbiuden. Die Gottesdienjte tourden im Stoloffeum, dasd 20,000 Perjonen
fait, gebalten. Btoeimal war der grofie Nawm fajt gefiilt, wibrend Huns
berte auerhald bed Gebiudes vermige eletirifdier Sdallwerfer den Gottess
dienjten Iaufditen. Ghrofje Sdiaren von Gdften aus toeiterer Enifernung
in Midjigan, Indiana, Ohio und Ontario waren chenfalld erfdiiencn, um
fidh ber feiernden Verfammiung anguidilieen. Die grifte Ubteilung folder
@ifte bildeten die Studentenjdjaft und Falultit des Concordia-College au
gort Wahne, Jnd., dic tagsd guvor unter der nfjidht Diretior W. E. Burs
Bop3 per Spegialzug jid) ecingejiellt Hatten und aud) regen Anteil an der
Feier nahmen, indem namenilid) der Pofaunendjor des Gollege den Gejang
ber Fejtverfammlung in den Goitesdienjten begleitete und die Studentens
fdaft im Sujammenjdluf mit ettoa 3,000 Sdjul= 1und Sonntagsjdulfindemn
nad) borheriger griindlider fibung im NadymittagsSgoiteddienft die gange
Berfammlung im Auffagen der Augsburgifdjen Stonfeffion anleitete. Der
Nadymittagsgottesdienjt wurde audy vermitteljt einer Verbindung mit einer
Iofalen Mabdioftation, an die jid) aud) die Station zu St. Louis, Mo., KFUO,
anfd)lof, in die Wohnungen vieler im gangen Lande ausdgejandt. Gegens
ftand ber Predigten war naturgemif die MAugsburgijde Stonfeffion, ifre
Cntjtehung, ihre tvelt- und Firdjengefdhicdhtlicie Vedeutung, bor allem aud
ihre Hare Darlequng evangelijher Lehre und der unbengfame Belennermut,
mit teldem unfere Wiiter, Laien forwolhl al8 Theologen, in jurmbetvegter
Beit baran fejtgehalten Haben, und die Mahnung zu gleidem Befennermut
und gu gleidjer Treue in unferm Iauen, glaubendmengerifdjen Jeitalter.
S Vormittagsgottesdienjt predigte ber chriviichige Prifes der Mifjouris
fynode D. §. Bfotenhauer aus Ehicago in deutidher Sprade. Darauf Hielt
P. £. 8inn bon ber Gnadengemeinde bei New Port ity die englifde Pres
bigt. ©obann mwurben audy Unbdersfpradjige, die in nidjt geringen Sallen
augegen mwaren, durd) fiirzere Unfpradien in ihrer Mutterjpradie begriift.
P. ©attelmeier redete in der polnijdhen, P. . Daniel in der jlotatifden,
12 G..Gulbbug aud Suttond Vap, Mid)., in der nortvegijden und P. Celi
Penttinen in der finnlandijden Sprade. JYm Nadymittaggottesdienft Gielt
D. 8. §. T. Dau ausd Balparaifo, Jnb., die Predigt. Der Stindermafiendjor
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unter Leitung Lefhrer E Wunbderlidd jagte die drei Artifel ded Apojtolijden
Symbolums nebit deren Grilirungen auf. Darauf vereinigte fidh die ganze
Fejtverfammiung in lautem Belenninid ber Augsburgijden Sonfefjion nadh
ber im S[ubildumsprogramm entfaltenen abgeliicaten Form. WBerfdhonert
fourden Beidbe Goitesdienfte dburd) den WBorirag mehrerer Nummern ducd
cinen fiic bad Fejt aujammengejtellien Majfendjor bon gegen 600 Stimmen
unter bexr fahigen Leitung Prof. Ed. Oflod. Vefonbders jtadien Hexrvor der
Choral ‘Lord, Keep Us Steadfast in Thy Word® und das ,Rizdifdhe Glaus
bendbelenninis’, arrangiert bon 9. Gretdaninof, bdie beide in gediegener
Weife n cappella vorgeiragen mwurden. Crfreulid) war aud) bad Herzhafte
Singen ded grofen Stinderdjors, der im Nadmittagdgottesdienit unter Leis
tung RQebrer §. Buddenbaums zivei Lieber vor und nady dem Ehorfpredjen
vortrug. Die Stollefte ded Tages, die fiir dben Neubau bdber Taubjtummen-
anjtalt bejtimmt ijt und bdburch Stuberie cingefanunelt fourbde, belief {idh auf
$8,200 und toird dber Hoffnung ded Stomiteed gemd nad) Einfommen bon
Ritdjtandigem auf mindejiensd $10,000 3u ftehen fommen.” & B.
Dad D. Martin-LuthersEollege in New Nim bittet um mehr Sdhiiler.
Dad ,Gemeindeblatt” beriditet aud der Unjtalt in Netw im: ,Die abs
gefiende Stlajjc ded Normal Department zahlie 28 Sdjiiler. Bon bdicjen
erhiclten alle bis auf fiinf cinen BVeruf bei ber Sibung bexr Verteilungs:
fommijjion. Yujwifdien ijt ein BVexuf fiic einen dber Sandidaten eingelaufen,
und nad) den Mitteilungen gu urteilen, die unsd ingivifden zugegangen find,
fverden bdie iibrigen vier vor AbGlauf der Ferien cinen Veruf an cine Scdule
crhalten Baben. . . . Wir Batten in den vergangenen Jahren ftetd iiber
Mangel an Lehrefrdfien zu fHagen. Wir Haben den HErxn der Ernte um
Arbeiter fiir jeinen Weinberg gebeten. Er Hat unfer Gebet erfhirt und
bat 1n& mun veidylich Axbeiter gegeben. Wir twollen bod) den Segen Goited
nidit berjdiitien, jondern GJoit gerabe in der Weije danfen, daf mwir fiic
@riindung nener Scdulen und fiix die BVerbefjexung bderer, die tvir Haben,
nad) Sixijien Sorge fragen. . .. ES gilt daher, bap wir emjig
umneue Sdiiler und Sdhiilerinnen werben, damit toir in
den Tommenden Jahren geniigend Qehrlrdfie unjern Gemeinden gur Vers
filgung jtellen fomnen.” Wir Haben und itber diefen lepten Jujah von
Oergen gefrent.  Er beugt der Meinung vor, ald ob e8 innerhalb der dyrifts
lidien Stivdje cine fiberprobuttion an recjien Lefhrern und Predigern geben
fonne. Die cingetvanderten Sadijen gingen {don im FJabhre ifrer Eintvans
berung (1889) an bdie Grridjtung ciner Hiheren Lelhranftalt, obivohl nod
cin Vorrat bon Lehrfriften vorhanden mwar (Hodjtetter, Gefdhicdite ber
Miffourijhnode, S. 52). Sie dbadjten bdaran, dafy Ehrijti Wort: ,Die Ernte
ijt grof, aber wenig find der Arbeiter; darum bittet den HErIn der Ermte,
dafy er Arbeiter in jeine Grnfe fende” bid an den Jingften Tag twahr bleis
ben twerde. €8 fann aud beridjicbenen lxjadjen vorfommen, daf gu einer
Bejtimmien Beit ded Nabhres mehr Sandbidaten ald3 BVernufe vorhanden find.
Sollte diefer Jujtand aber permanent tverden, fo fvdre das allerdingd ecin
Beidjen, daf e3 enttoeder bei der Sirdje ober bei den Wrbeitern oder bei
beidben nidht redht jteht. €3 hat Hirglid ein Schreiber (auperhalb ber
Mifjourifynode) auf die Taifadie Pingewiefen, dajy bei ber bdiedjdhrigen
#Berteiing” der Predigtamisfandidaten in St. Louis mehr Stanbdidaten
bon den Lehranjtalien prajentiert wurden (187), ald Verufe vorlagen (125).
Jener Schreiber fiigte aud) nody Bingu, jomeit er fid erinnere, Hitten dex
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Berteilungsfommiffion nod) immer nehr Verufe vorgelegen,.ald Kandidaten
aur Verfitqung ftanden. Leftered ift mun nidt gang ridjtig. ber im ber
Negel ftand ¢8 fo, daf fdhon bei der ,Berteilung” bie Jabl ber Verufe bie
Ball der verfilgbaren Slandidaten iibertraf. Wad mun die diedjdhrige Sads
Tage betrifft, jo ift nidit aufer Vetradyt zu lafjen, daf fdon im Mai Bilas
riat8berufe in foldjer Anzabhl vorlagen, bdaf jic etiva um dad Dreifade die
Babl bex ,iibriggeblichenen” Predigtamtslandidaten iibertraf. Ebenfo ilbers
trafen dic Gefude um Bifariaisdienjt in der Scjule die [afl ber Sduls
amtsfandidaten. So fann aud) bicfesd JYahr bLei und bon einer ﬁﬁeﬂ)robu!-
tion bon Axbeitern in Sirdge und. Schule fdwerlid) die Rebe fein. Wic
folgen bafer dem [Gblidlen Veifpiel von Netv Ulm und ermuntern gu emfiges
Werbung um neue Schiiler fiic unfere Hiheren Lehranjtalten.  §F. B.

Die Miffourifynode it nidt vergeblidy flic die lutherifdhe Lehre cine
getreten. Die Afjogiiertc Preffe meldete aus Columbusd, O., unter dem
24, Juli: “Merger of 1,900 Lutheran congregations, representing 1,400
pastors and 500,000 baptized church-members, will be effected early in
August, it is announced at Lutheran headquarters [in Columbus, 0.]. The
merger will be completed at a meeting in Toledo, and the merged churches
will be known as the American Lutheran Church. Comprising the merged
bodies will be the present Buffalo Synod, the Joint Synod of Ohio, and the
Towa Synod. The membership of the body rests in 31 States, in various
provinces of Canada, in the Finschhafen and Madang districts of New
Guinea, and in the Madras Presidency of Southern British India. The
three merging bodies are in full nccord, both in their confession of faith
and in their church practises. In the matter of church government, the
American Lutheran Church recognizes the supreme power as being vested
in the congregation. The new organization will be an advisory body, pos-
sessing only such powers as have been delegated to it by the congregations
comprising it.” o tweit der Vericht der Afjogiicrten Preffe. Wenn e3
mit diefem Beridt Jeine vallige Nichtigleit Hat, jo ift, tvie oben gejagt, bie
Mifjourijynode nidgt vergeblich fiir dic Iutherijdhe Lehre ecingeireten. Daf
bic diriftlidge Gemeinde die Inhaberin und Trigerin aller geiftlichen Giiter,
Redjte und Pflichten fei und fpegiell aud) das Hifentlidhe Predigtamt durd
den bon Gott vorgefdriebenen Veruf getviffen, dazu tiidligen Perfonen
iibertrage, tourde friitfer von bder Buffalojynode fehr entjdjicden ald une
IutBherijd) vertvorfen und tweniger entjdieden aud) bon der Jowafynode ald
Iutherifde [ehre beanjtandet. E8 Fehlt nod) dic Hffentlicge BVeriverfung ded
#beridhiedenen Verbaltend”, worauf Vefehrung und Seligleit im lTepten
Grunde beruben foll. Prijes D. Hein Hat in STopenhagen damit einen guten
¥nfang gemadjt. Jn BVereinigungsfdpen, bie dbem groferen merger (unter
Einbezichung flanbinavijer Shnoben) bienen jollen, fanben iwic aud) bereitd
bas ,Berantwortlicgleitdgefiihl fiir die A nnahm e ber Gnabde ausgelafjen.
Sm Wiberjprudh mit ben Tatjaden fteht nod) die BVehauptung, daf bie drei
merger-Shnoben “in full accord” feien “both in their confession of faith
and in their church practises”. 2Bir werben bdurd) Goite3 Gnade ge
fortfabren, ber Iutherijdien Lehre Jeugnid zu gebemn. & B

Anguftanafeier in unferer Ghinamiffion. Miffionar . . Fijder bes
ridjtet: ,¥m ©Sonntag Nogate, den 25. Mai, verjammelten fidy die Ehrijten
und Edjulfinber unferer Gemeinden in Hanlfow gur Gebdidjinisfeier dec
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{ibergabe bexr Augsburgifdjen Stonfeffion. Dem Somitee tvar e8 gegliidt,
filt diefe Heier einen dugerft paffendben Ort gu finden, wad in Hanfon
burdjaus feine Lcichtigleit ift. Ein Japaner Hatte und nimlidh fein Grund-
ftiid, bad nabe bei unferm jehigen Seminargebdude liegt, gittigit zur Wers
filgung geftellt: cine groke, bon Berzlidhen Waumen umrabhmie Tercafje.
uf ber einen Seite waren unter ben Baumen Altar, Stangel iund Orgel
aufgeftellt tworbden, audj ein Bild Luibers und ein grofes, auf Seide ges
toictte3 Bild bon Quthers MWappen. Aled iwar zierlidh mit Blumen ges
fmitdt, und dariiber Hinmweg critredie fih cin madhtiged BVanner mit den
BWorten: ,JG glaube, darumn rede id; mir glauben, barum reben mvir.*
Um 8.30 Hub bic Feier an mit dem Singen ded8 [ieded ,Nun freut eud,
liebe Chriften g'mein‘. 1nfer Coangelift Wei Tien Nien diente am Ultar.
Nad) dbem Singen ded Lieded O PErre @ott, dein gottlid) Wort* fellte
Difjionar J. A. Fifder auf Grund von $Pi. 119, 46 dic fibergabe der Sions
feffion dar al8 cine Verteidigung der Sdriftlefre und als ein unerfdrodenes
Belfeuninis diejer Lehre. Darauf fang cin Ehor, aud Studenten bed8 Semis=
nard und Profeminars und Schiilerinnen aus der Middenicdhule gebildet,
bad Lied ,Ein’ fejte Burg ijt unjer Gott. Ein Meijter Hiitte an dbem Singen
bicje8 Chord fdhon was auszujeben gehabt. Da Iwir aber nidjt Meijter
bed Ghorgejangs jind, haben wic unsd iiber dieje Leijung aufridhtig und
von Hergen gefrent. €3 folgte mum cine Natedheje iiber die Stonfefjion felber,
toobei die dlteren Sdhitler die Untivorten gaben. Dieje Statedjeje war natiics
lid) {dhon friiher eingeiibt worden. Die Fejtgemeinde fang nun das LQied
»Erhalt uns, HErr, bei deinem Wort’, woraunf unjer Evangelift Pi Pet Yin
auf Grund von 2 Tim, 2, 15 cine Predigt Hiclt, die unsd alle exmunierte,
aud) fernerhin bei ber twabren, gottlidien Relhre, tvie jie die Wugujtana dars
legt, au blciben und alle {driftvidrige Lehre, lwic es die Stonfefjion tut,
au verwerfen. Der obenerivihute Chor frug nun dad LQied ,Jefjaias, dem
Propheten, dasd gejdialh” vor, teild mit BViolinbegleitung, teild mit WViolin=
bogendirigicxung bon Mijjionar Theify. Diejed Lied tvurde iibrigend bes
fonders feierlid) gefungen und madite cinen tiefen Einbrud. Cvangelijt Wei
diente nun wicder am Altar, und abends um fed)d Uhr jGlofj unfere Feier,
die {donijte, bie wir bidher in Hanfotv erlebi haben. Nad) ber Feier tourden
Brote an bie Qeute berteilt, dic mit dem iiblidien Tee genoffen wurden. Um
biefe Bexfanumlung mit Heiem FTee gu berforgen, mufte man natiielid) bes
fondere BVorbereitungen itreffen. Ausd einem dhincfifdien Reftaurant war ecin
Mann BHerbeigeholt ivorden, dexr dad verjtand. CEine Holzerne Tomne, 3hvei
BuB im Durdmeffer, twird fo mit getvdhnlidem Lelhim audgefiillt, dbaf in der
Mitte ein Feuerlody bleibt, ringdumber bann andere Lidjer, in die linglide
Bledbiidhfen Hinabgelajjen twerben fonnen. In einem foldjen Apparat wuche
bas Nationalgeiriint Chinas fiir dbie Feicr Hergeftellt und gallonentveife ges
nojjen. ©o duxfiten tvir in bicfem fermen Lande, dad cben jest ivieder bon
cinem Enbde bid gum andexrn durdy Stricgdgefdirei und Siriegdgetiimmel bes
unrubigt toird, unfere Jubelfeier Halten. Dod) ift ja dic Herrlidie Uugd=
burgiihe Stonfejfion unter dhnlidhen Umijtinben verfaht fwordem, und die
Rirde der Augsburgijdien Konfefjion ift aus ebenjoldien unrubigen Jeiten
fiegreid) Bervorgegangen. Ded trdjten wir uns; und tropdem bamald in
Augdburg twohl Ieiner an China gedadit Hat, jo bitten twir dennodh unjern
®ott, der die Chinefen nidht nur gejdafifen, fondern fie aud) durd) dbad Blut
feine8 Sofned exldjt Hat, bafy cr fotwohl biefe unfere Jubelfeier als audy
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unfere toeitere Arbeit Gier mit jeinem Segen Frinen und eben dadurd) audy
Bicr eine grofe Stirdje der ungednderten Augsburgifdhen Stonfefjion ind Leben
rufen twolle, bie jeinem Namen allein die Ehre gibt.” 8. 8.

Theses Representing the Doctrinal Basis of the Proposed Amer-
ican Lutheran Conference. —The church-papers report that at its meet-
ing in Minneapolis, May 21—27, the Norwegian Lutheran Church of
America took favorable action on the question whether a federation of
Lutheran synods, embracing the Joint Synod of Ohio, the Jowa Synod, the
Buffalo Synod, the Norwegian Lutheran Church of America, the Augustana
Synod, the Danish Lutheran Church of America, and the Lutheran Free
Church, should be called into being or not. Other synods of those named
have endorsed the plan recently. It seems that this body, which is to
bear the name “The American Lutheran Conference,” will become a reality.
In order that our pastors and other interested parties who may happen
to read this journal may be in a position to acquaint themselves with the
doctrinal character of the projected federation, we herewith reprint from
the Theological Monthly of April, 1927, the theses which form the doc-
trinal basis of the mew body, adding the comments which we appended
at that time. The theses read as follows: —

“I. THE SCRIPTURES. o
“The synods signatory to these Articles of Agreement accept without
exception all the canonical books of the Old and the New Testament, as
a whole and in all their parts, as the divinely inspired, revealed, and
inerrant Word of God and submit to this as the only infallible authority
in all matters of faith and life.

“II. THE LUTHERAN SYMBOLS.

“1. These synods also, without reservation, accept the symbolical books
of the Evangelical Lutheran Church, not in so far as, but because, they
are the presentation and explanation of the pure doctrine of the Word of
God and a summary of the faith of the Lutheran Church, as this has
found expression in respomse to the exigencies arising from time to time.

“(The Norwegian Lutheran Church of America, in agreement with
the position of the Lutheran Church of Norway and Denmark, has officially
accepted only the three Ecumenical Creeds, the Unaltered Augsburg Con-
fession, and Luther’s Small Catechism. This position does not imply that
the Norwegian Lutheran Church of America in any way whatsoever rejects
the remaining symbolical books of the Lutheran Church, as the constant
references to them in her theological literature amply testify, but since
the other symbolical books are not known to her constituency generally,
it has not been deemed necessary to require formal subscription to the
entire Book of Concord.)

“2. Adherence to our confessions pertains only to their doctrinal con-
tents (4. e, to the doctrines declared to be the divine truth and to the rejec-
tion of opposite doctrines), but to these without exception or limitation
in all articles and parts, no matter whether a doctrine is specifically cited
as a confession or incidentally introduced for the purpose of elucidating
or proving some other doctrine. All that pertains to the form of presenta-
tion (historical comments, questions purely exegetical, ete.) is not binding.
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“III. CHURCH-FELLOWSIIP.

*1. These synods agrce that true Christians are found in every denom-
ination which has so much of divine truth revealed in Holy Seripture
that children of God can be born in it; that, according to the Word of
God and our confessions, church-fellowship, that is, mutual recognition,
altar- and pulpit-fellowship, and eventuaslly cooperation in the strictly
essentinl work of the Church, presupposes unanimity in the pure doctrines
of tho Gospel and in the confession of the same in word and deed.

“Where the establishment and maintenance of church-fellowship ignores
present doctrinal differences or declares them a matter of indifference,
there is unionism, pretense of a union which does not exist.

“2. These synods agree that the rule ‘Lutheran pulpits for Lutheran
pastors only and Lutheran altars for Lutheran communicants only’ is not
only in full accord with, but necessarily implied in, the teachings of the
divine Word and the confessions of the Evangelical Lutheran Church.
This rule, implying the rejection of all unionism and syneretism, must be

observed as setting forth a principle elementary to sound and conservative
Lutheranism.
“IV. PoINTS OF DOCTRINE.

“In 1920 all synods, with the exception of the Buffalo Synod (to which
they had not been submitted), adopted theses on—

1. The Work of Christ. 5. Justification. (See Chicago Theaes.)
2. The Gospel. G. Faith.

3. Absolution. 7. Conversion.

4. Holy Baptism. 8. Election.

“After discussion of these theses the representatives present came to
the conclusion that we are in full agreement in all essentials pertaining
to these doctrines.

“V. Tue Lonce QUESTION.

“1. These synods agree that all such organizations or societies, secret
or open, as are either avowedly religious or practise the forms of religion
without confessing as a matter of principle the Triune God and Jesus
Christ as the Son of God, come into the flesh, and our Savior from sin
or instead of the Gospel teach salvation by human works or morality are
antichristian and destructive of the best interests of the Church and the
individual soul and that therefore the Church of Christ and its congrega-
tions ean have no fellowship with them.

“2, They agree that & Lutheran synod should not tolerate pastors who
have affiliated themseclves with any antichristian society. And they ad-
monish their pastors and congregations to testify against the sin of lodgery
and to put forth carnest efforts publicly and privately to enlighten and
persunde persons who are members of antichristian societies to sever their
connection with such organizations.

“VI. RECOGNITION.

“The representatives of the synods here present agree that the synods
accepting these articles are one in doctrine and practise, recognize each
other as truly Lutheran, and may enter into pulpit- and altar-fellowship.

“The presidents of the synods here represented are asked to present
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this Agreement to their respective synods for adoption.” (Now follow the
names of the clergymen who signed as the representatives of the Iowa,
Ohio, and Buffalo synods and the Norwegian Lutheran Church of America.)

The theses referred to in Section IV read as follows: —

“Thescs Adopted in Chicago, March 11—13, 1919.

“l. In regard to the Work of Christ, Redemption, and Reconciliation:

“Jesus Christ, God and man, has not only for the benefit of, but in
the place of, the human race taken upon Himself the sins of the world with
the just penalties for them. In the place of the world and for its benefit
He has by His holy life fulfilled the Law and by His suffering and death,
by His blood, paid the penalty for the whole world, truly and completely
satisfied the divine justice, redeemed the world from guilt and punishment
of sin, and brought about the reconcilintion of God, whose wrath had
come upon mankind on account of sin and whose justice required satisfaction.

“2, In regard to the Gospel: — '

“The Gospel is not only a story, a narrative of what Jesus Christ has
done, but at the same time it offers, and gives the result of, the work of
Christ; above all, forgiveness of sin. Yea, it even, at the same time,
gives power to accept what it offers.

“3. In regard to Absolution: —

“Absolution does not essentinlly differ from the forgiveness of sin
offered by the Gospel. The only difference is that absolution is the direct
application of forgiveness of sin to the individual desiring the consolation
of the Gospel. Absolution is mot a judgment passed by the pastor on
those being absolved, declaring that they now have forgiveness.

“4. In regard to Holy Baptism and the Gospel: —

“The Holy Ghost works regencration of the sinner both through
Baptism and the Gospel. Both are therefore justly called the means of
regeneration.

“5. In regard to Justification: —

“Justification is not an act in man, but an act by God in heaven de-
claring the repentant and believing just or stating that he is regarded as
such on account of the imputation of the righteousness of Christ by faith.

“6. In regard to Faith: —

“Faith is not in any measure a human effort. Faith is an act of man
in 80 far as it is man who believes. But both the power to believe and the
act of believing are God’s work and gift in the human soul, or heart.

“7. In regard to Conversion: —

“Conversion, as the word is commonly used in our Lutheran Confes-
sions, comprises contrition and faith produced by the Law and the Gospel.
If man is not converted, the responsibility and guilt fall on him because
in spite of God’s all-sufficient grace through the call he ‘would not' accord-
ing to the Word of Christ, Matt. 23, 37: ‘How often would I have gathered
thy children, even as a hen gathereth her chickens under her wings, and ye
would not.’

“If & man is converted, the glory belongs to God alone, whose work
of grace it is throughout. Before conversion or in conversion there is no
cooperation of man; but at the very moment man is converted, cooperation
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begins through the new powers given in conversion; though this coopern-
tion is never independent of the Holy Spirit, but always ‘to such an extent
and so long as God by His Holy Spirit rules, guides, and leads him.
(Formula of Concord.)

“8. In regard to Election: —

“The causes of election to salvation are the mercy of God and the
most holy merit of Christ; nothing in us on account of which God has
elected us to eternal life.

“On the one hand, we reject all forms of synergism which in any way
would deprive God of His glory as the only Savior. On the other hand,
we reject all forms of Calvinism which directly or indirectly would conflict
with the order of salvation and would not give to all a full and equally
great opportunity of salvation or which in any manner would violate the
Word of God, which says that God will have all men to be saved and to
come unto the knowledge of the truth. 1 Tim. 2, 4.”

The above theses will, it seems, now play a very important rile,
inasmuch as on them the proposed American Lutheran Conference is to
be established.

In 1927 our comments on them ran as follows: —

“The theses given above have a Lutheran ring, as anybody who is at
all acquainted with documents of this kind will soon notice. 1) It was
with joy that we read the declaration on the Scriptures, which positively
opposes the modern view that the Bible merely contains the Word of God
or that it is a book which, in spite of a divine origin, is marred hy some
minor errors and inconsistencies. 2) Our full approval was given further-
more to the paragraphs on the Lutheran symbols, where an adherence to
the Confessions quie, and not quatenus, they teach the truth is explicitly
taught. 3) Of the theses adopted in Chicago in 1919 the one relating to
the redemption of Christ teaches very clearly the fundamental doctrine
of the vicarious atonement and of the objective justification of the sinful
world; and the paragraphs on the Gospel, Holy Baptism and the Gospel,
Justifieation, and Faith, while not exhaustive, present vital aspects of the
respective doctrines. 4) Concerning the statement on Conversion we are
glad to note that it rejects synergism by emphasizing that conversion is
throughout a. work of God’s grace. 5) While the theses thus bear testi-
mony to important Scripture truths, there are several strictures which we
feel compelled to make. Generally speaking, the theses ought to be more
complete; several subjects on which one cxpects a declaration are not
touched on. Besides, the statements could be more definite. Here and
there one feels that the language is vague and ambiguous. 6) The first
paragraph on church-fellowship is excellent, but it contains a phrase which
is vague and weakens the statement. We refer to the words ‘[cooperation]
in the strictly essential work of the Church.’ Does not the limitation
‘strictly essential’ afford the lax element in a synod adopting this para-
graph a loophole where it may introduce its unionistic practises? We fear
that this element will label its unseriptural fellowshiping with errorists as
occurring in the sphere of the unessential work of the Church. It is quite
true that the preceding words, ‘mutual recogmition,” ‘altar- and pulpit-
fellowship,” ought to cxelude such a use of the phrase; but experience has
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taught that the advocates of unionism employ the aforementioned expres-
sion to justify their unseriptural attitude. 7) Aguin, it is certainly
commendable that the lodge question is dwelt on in the Articles of Agree-
ment. What is said on that topic ought to be nccepted by every Lutheran.
But does it suflice to say that a ‘Lutheran synod should not tolerate pastors
[italics ours] who have afliliated themselves with any antichristian so-
ciety’? The agreement fails to point out that lodge-membership is a sin
which must ordinarily lead to excommunieation if persisted in. 8) The
last sentence of the paragraph on Absolution lacks clearness. If the word
‘pastor,’ as we think the authors intend, is emphasized, then the statement
is correct. As it stands, it can casily be interpreted to deny the doctrine
of absolution as confessed by our Lutheran Church. 90) Concerning the
paragraph on Election the question suggested itself to us whether it is
not too brief. While the statements made are Scriptural and important,
they are not specific enough to exclude, for instance, the error of Huber,
who identified the decree of Redemption and the decree of Election. In this
conngetion a question arises with reference to the Norwegian Lutheran
Church in Amecrica. This body stands committed to the Opgjocr, which
agitated men’s minds a decade ago. Will the Opgjocr 'continue to represent
the official position of the Norwegian Lutheran Church when these theses
have been adopted, or will it be superseded by the declaration we are
considering?, Does this agreement imply that the two objectionable features
of the Opgjocr, namely, that, on the one hand, it places the intuitu-fidei
view of Election on a par with the doctrine taught in Article XI of the
Formula of Concord, and that, on the other hand, it fails to be specific
enough in its rejection of synergism, will be corrected? We, who were
among the critics of the Opgjoer, regret that these matters are not touched
upon. 10) Fimally, it will strike the reader as strange that controverted
subjects like Chiliasm, the Church, and the Office of the Ministry are not
treated. It was partly on this account that we stated above that the
document, in our view, ought to be more comprehensive.”

Thus we wrote in 1927. There seems to be no reason why we should
alter our view of the theses. Our objections appear to us well founded.
May we express the hope that, when the representatives of the bodies
mentioned meet in fall to consummate the union, they will take time to
study the doctrinal basis of the mew body once more and remove the
objectionable features? A.

Gin papiftifder Stommentar sur Auguftanafeicr. Wic Tefen in Our
Bunday Visitor, einem romijdien Vlatt, dad in Huniington, Jnd., gedrudt
wirb: “We are reading considerable in the papers to-day about a celebra-
tion which Lutherans throughout the world, and more particularly the
Missouri Synod Lutherans of the United States, are observing in com-
memoration of the Augsburg Confession. It is the confession or profession
of faith prepared by Melanchthon and presented by the Lutheran princes
at the Diet of Augsburg in June, 1530. Neither the Lutherans nor other
Protestant bodies to-day have any good reason to commemorate the accep-
tance of the document known as the Augsburg Confession because most
of them do not adhere to the articles of faith and doctrine to which it gave:
expression.” Der Sunday Visitor crivihnt dann nod) einige Dinge, womit
bie romijdjen Polemiler ihre DHiorer und Lefer gewohnbeitdmafig unters
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Yalten, 3. 8. Mclandjtfond ¢indberung der HAugsburgifdhen Sonfefjion, das
Bexfdivinben der Originale, die 1680 Sarl V. in die Hande gelegt tourbden,
die Parteiungen untex den LuiGeranern und Proteftanten im Vergleich mit
ber groRartigen Ginigleit ber Papftfirdge, bdie geringe Grofe, aud bder
»Mifjourifymode”, im Vexrhialinis gur Grofe des Papjtreidhes. Der Artilel
im Sunday Visitor {djlicht mit der Berfidjerung: “We speak with no ill
feeling, but we are calling attention to a situation over which there can be
no special reason to rejoice”, ndamlid) bei den ,Quiheranern” und ,Pros
teftanten”. Wir unen unfererjeitd verfidjern, daf wir gegen die Stathos
Tifen nidht in iibelivollender Glefinnung fchreiben. €3 muf und aber erlaubt
fein, die Aufmerljamleit auf die Qualitdt ber Einigleit zu ridjten, die
fid in der Papitfirdhe findet. Tun ivir dies, fo twirb Ieidit erlannt, bafy die
romifdjen Polemifer gar twenig Grund Haben, fidy iiber die grofe . Einigleit”
ifrer Stivdje im Vergleid) mit der Jerfplitterung ded Protejtantidmus zu
freuen. Der romifdjen Cinfeit Tiegt nimlich eine Enitmenjdung der Menjdy=
Beit sugrunde. Was den Menfdjen bon der vernunfilofen Sireatur unters
fdheidet, ift dad menfdhlide Getviffen, dad individuclle menjdlide Gletvifjen
vor Gott. Die romifdje Stivdhe aber fordert von allen ifren Glicdern, un-
gelehrien unb gelehrien, das sacrificium intellectus et conscientine. Bas
im Jefuitenorden burdy ,Erergitien” befondbers eingeiibt twird, namlidy bie
Bergidjtleiftung auf das eigene Gemwifjen und die Unterwerfung unter dHas
Ucteil dbes Papites, dad toird von jedem treuen Gilicde ded3 Papitreidhs, bom
Meppricjter an bis gum Sardinal, gefordert und aud) geleijtet. Das ijt bdic
Cadylage im Papjttum: der treue Natholif ijt bet aller Aftivitdt im Vers
jtand und Willen ,.bapjigebunden”, ein Automat wie im Filn. Siderlid
“a situation over which there can be no specinal reason to rejoice”. Sps
dann ijt nidht aufer Vetradit zu lajjen, dbaly die romijde , Einigleit” ecinen
grundjtiivzenden Y rrtum in bezug auf die via salutis in jidy {dHlieht. Die
offigielle Lehre ded Papjtiums lautet dafin, dafy der Menjd) nidit allein
burd) das Vertrauen anf Chrijti BVerbienjt, jondern aud) durd cigene Werle
geredit und felig wird. Nad) dex Heiligen Srift aber fteht die Sade fo,
toic ber Apojtel Paulud im Namen aller Glicder ber driftlidien Stirde bes
fennt: ,Weil toir wijfen, daf der Menjdy durd) bed Gejepes Werle nidht
geredit toicd, fondern durd) den Glauben an JYEfum Ehriftum, jo glauben
wir aud) an Chriftum JEjum, auf daf wir geredit werden durd) den Glau-
ben an Chriftum und nidht durd) ded Glefepes Werle, denn durch des Gle-
fehes Werle toird fein Fleijd) geredht, Gal. 2,16. Nidht im itbeltvollen,
jondern in freundlidjer Gefinnung laden iwir Heute nod) alle Glieder bder
Lapitticdhe ein, die Sdrift u Yejen und gu ertvdgen, die Luiher anfangs
Suni 1530 von der Stoburg aud an ,bdie gange [papijtijde] @eijtlidleit, zu
fugsburg verfanunelt”, vidtete. JIn diejer Scrift dedt Luther den papis
ftifen Jrrium vom Wege gur Seligleit mit diefen Worten auf: ,Jjr Habt
un8 geleBrt, dafj man jolle durd) unjer Werk genughun fiic die Siindbe, aud)
gegen Goif. . . . Was ijt nun joldjer Glaube andersd benn der Tiirfen und
Heiden und Juben Glaube? tvelde allefamt aud) twollen durd) ihre Werte
genugtun., Wie ift ¢3 aber miglid), dafs einc Seele nidjt vergtveifle, fo fie
feinen andern Troft Hat tvider die Siinde benn ihre cigenen Werle? Died
alle3 fonnt ifc [Papiften] nidt leugnen; eure BViider {ind borhanden.”
(St. 8. XVI, 956 f.) €8 ijt alfo fiic die romijden Polemifer enig Grund
gur §reude borhanben, tvenn fie auf die giweihundert Millionen ihrer fKirdens
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gemeinjdiaft Hinweifen. uf die Babl der nfinger gejelen, twicd die Bapfts
tivdje bon $eiden, Tiicfen und Juden, die denfelben Glauben Gaben (Werls
geredjtigleit), wn das Vierfadje iibertrojffen. Wenn e3 unter bem Papftium
durd) Gotte8 Gnade nidht zu jeder Jeit Seelen gegeben hitte, die in Un=
fechtung und Tobesnot wider die offiziclle Lehre der ,Stirde” allein auf
Chrijti Werbienft vertrauten und vertrauen, fo Mnnte unter dbem Papfttum
fein Menfd felig werden. €8 ijt dafer durdjaus am Plae, daf wic Suifes
raner aud) jept nod) der Papjttivdje die Augdburgijde Sonfeffion als Lettilre
empfeblen, sumal Luther primo loco der Stirdje, in der er aufgeivadijen war,
seil. ber romijden Stirdje, zum Neformator gegeben twar und ift.

Gotted Gnade twiederholt fid) aud) nod) bi8 auf bdiefen Tag, twad der Bifdof
von Augdburg 1530 nad) dem YUnhdren der Confessio Augustana audrief:
~Dad BVorgelefene ift wabr, ift die Tautere Wabhrheit; ic Monnen 3 nidt
Ieugnen.” 5 B

Hartwick Seminary Given Temporary Quarters in Brooklyn.—
In the Lutheran Standard we read: “Hartwick Theological Seminary, the
oldest Lutheran educational institution in America, located for 133 years
near Cooperstown, N. Y., will move during the summer to New York City,
locating temporarily in the parish house of St.Luke’s Lutheran Church,
Brooklyn, Dr. Stephen M. Paulson, pastor. Dr. Paulson will serve as dean
of the institution and professor of practical theology by appointment of the
Board of Trustees, the other members of the full-time faculty being
Dr. Frank Wolford, Dr. W. H. Bruce Carncy, and Dr. E. Brennecke. Addi-
tional professors and lecturers will be drafted from the ranks of Lutheran
ministers and church leaders in New York City. The Board proposes, in
addition to the school of theology, to establish a school of practieal ehurch-
work for training lay leadership.

“The United Lutheran Synod of New York convention at Rochester
accepted the plan of the trustees and invited the Pennsylvania Lutheran
Ministerium to consider a merger under joint control of Hartwick Seminary
and Mount Airy Theological Seminary. Negotintions under way for some
years for the merger of these institutions with the seminaries at Gettysburg
and Selinsgrove, Pa., while so far unsuccessful, have not been entirely
abandoned. The move is interpreted as being the first step toward the
establishment of a strong Lutheran theological institution commensurate
with the strength of the Lutheran Church in New York City and vieinity.

“Building, land, and endowments of Hartwick Seminary have been pro-
portionately allocated to the theological institution and academy, the latter
operating under a recent charter from the New York State Board of
Regents, having arranged to lease from the seminary all equipment nec-
essary for use. The total valuation of the property ncar Cooperstown is
approximately $500,000. The theological institution will continue under
the original charter granted more than a century ago.” A,

@Eine newe Sommiffion de8 Fideralfonszils, Wie der ,Friebensbote”
mitteilt, Hat ba8 Foderalfonzil eine neue Stommijjion gefdaffen, die die
Yufgabe Bat, die BVegiehungen mit den Stirden Curopas zu pflegen, und
bie amerilanijdfe Abteilung des FortjehungdausidGufjcs der Stodfolmer
Stonfereng bilbet. P. Henrh Smith Leiper ift gum Erelutivielretdr diefer
Stommiffion exrnannt tworden. P. feiper war friljer Mifjionar in Ehina,
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biente mifrend des Weltlrieges in ber Y. M. C. A. in Sibirien, toar 1920
gut Beit der HungersSnot in China eifrig fiir dbad djinejifhe Hilfswer? tatig
und gab die Unrequng zu dber jehigen Sammiung fiic die Notleidenden in
China. P. Leiper ift vor furgem nad) Guropa abgereift. Dort vertriit er
dad Fiberaltonzil bei dexr Feier ded bvierhundertjdhrigen Jubildums ber
Yugsburgifdhen Stonfeffion. In London twird er dem Jnternationalen Sonzil
der Songregationaliften beitvohnen und ald Yustaujdhprediger bienen. Spater
Gejudgt er in ber Sdtveiz die BVerfanumlung ded Weltbundesd fiir internatios
nale Freundidaftdarbeit ber Sirdjen und {Hliellid) am felben Ort die Sibung
ded Stodholmer Fortjepungdausiduijed. — Warum {id) bad von ausgefproden
diriftudfeindlidien 1und dburd) und durd) moberniftijjen Leitern beeinflufte
Hoberalfonzil an ber YMugsburger Sonfejjionsfeicr beteiligt, ift un3 unbers
ftamdlich. J.T.Mm

Education of the Clergy in the United States.— A special study
made by Dr. C. Luther Fry on the basis of the last religious census, taken
1926, brings out the information — so says the Literary Digest — that of
twenty-one leading denominations which represent seventy-four per cent.
of the entire number of churches in the United States almost three out
of eight ministers of cighteen white denominations and more than three
out of four ministers of three large Negro bodies do not claim to be
graduates of cither college or seminary. The Roman Catholic priests
generally report longer academie training than the ministers of seventeen
white Protestant bodies. Only 0.6 per cent. of the priests are non-graduates,
while of the Protestant clergy 41 per cent. must be given this classification.
Among white Protestant groups, rural-urban differences in ministerial
training are striking. In cities only one out of five of the ministers of
seventeen white Protestant denominations reports that he was neither a
college nor a seminary man, while in rural areas this proportion is more
than one out of two.

What Dr. Fry’s figures, as given in the Literary Digest, indicate as
to the meager education of the Protestant clergy does not refer to Lu-
therans, at least not to those in the Synodical Conference. Thorough
education of the clergy has heen a characteristic of the Lutheran Church
throughout the ages, and we can he thankful that such is the case. At
times, it is true, the fire of unadulterated faith was kept burning in
humble homes when it had been banished from the seminaries, and far be
it from us to cast reflections, for instance, on the noble founders of the
Tennessee Synod, who educated their successors largely in log-cabin par-
sonages because there were no truly Lutheran seminaries to which the
young men could be sent. But that the education of the theological youth
under such a system must, as a rule, remain fragmentary is very evident.

The Bible Still Being Translated and Spread. — Some of us may
think that the days of Bibel translation lic completely in the past and that
our age does not witness anything of it. They are somewhat in error.
In the Bible Socicty Record, the organ of the American Bible Society, .
appears an interesting story which not only indicates the value of radio
communication for isolated missions, but also gives an account of a recent
successful effort to give to heathen people the Bible in their own language.
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“‘Send 500 Complete Gilberts Bibles Steamer Leaves Sydney
May London Mission Beru Gilbert Island.”

“What a thrill comes from these words! They formed a radio message
sent on February 27 from the far Pacific islands and-received at the Bible
House, New York, the next day. Heretofore it has taken from four
months to half a year for such an order for Scriptures to travel from the
Gilbert Islands to the Bible House. Think of the romance for these
islanders and for their missionaries, hitherto dependent for contact with
the outer world on the call of one or, at most, two ships a year, and now
in hourly communication with that outer world by radio.

“This whole matter of the Scriptures in the language of the Gilbert
Islands is full of romance. When young Hiram Bingham, Jr., son of
Hiram Bingham, pioncer missionary to the Sandwich Islands, set sail
with his wife in 1857, it took these pioncers, in a little 156-ton ship, & good
part of a year to reach their destination, and the material for a house
was unloaded, and they were left among the cannibal islanders, not a word
of whose language did they know!

“There was peril and romance in the story of the missionaries cultivat-
ing the friendship of the islanders, slowly acquiring a speaking knowledge
of the language, patiently reducing it to written form, carefully translating
the Seriptures into it, obtaining a printing-press only to find it & pussle,
no one knowing how to set it up, suddenly sighting a boatload of ship-
wrecked sailors arriving in the harbor after drifting and rowing weeks
and miles over the ocean in a little boat searching for land, one of the
snilors proving to be a former printer and thereupon setting up the press!

“There was romance also in the long and great work of the trans-
lation of the whole Bible by these same pioncers, who, in 1893, nearly
forty years later, completed it (Mrs. Bingham read the proof meticulously
three times and inserted 120,000 punctuation marks!) and saw it printed
at the Bible House in New York, from where this radio message now
summons & new shipment. Romance indeed!

“P.8. Bince the foregoing was put in type, a letter calling for these
Bibles has been received. It was written August 28, 1920, five months
before the wireless message was sent, but arrived three weeks after it was
received. The Bibles are alrady on their way.”

This is rightly superscribed “Another Bit of Romance.” The Word of
God is running its course in spite of all foes. Though we deplore that the
Bible Society is a unionistic organization, we rcjoice over every copy of
the Scriptures or part of them that is placed in the hands of a poor
mortal through its agency. A.

A Halt to Church Unions. — In the Watchman-Examiner (June 19),
Rev. G. Laws, in his British Letter, calls a halt to church unions. He
writes: “It is astonishing what progress has been made in a few years in
uniting denominations. Canada has made the United Church of Canada
out of Presbyterian, Methodist, and Congregational bodies. Scotland has
reunited the Church of Beotland and the United Free Church (itself the
result of previous unions of Presbyterian bodies). England is about to
witness the creation of a Methodist Church out of the Wesleyan, Primitive,
and United Methodist bodies. South Indin is on the verge of uniting
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g}:ilcopl.l, Presbyterian, Congregational, and Methodist bodies into one
urch.

“Baptists have not been concerned in any of these mergers, but our
common Christianity compels us to watch these mutations with interest.
There is one question which persistently recurs to my mind in this con-
nection. It is this: Will these mergers be worth what they cost? Unques-
tionably they will cost something in the concessions they demand of
conviotion. [Italics our own.] Will they put into their members any
compensating zeal and fire? That these great bodies, with their close organ-
ization, will afford a broader platform for display and a longer ladder for
ambition is beyond doubt. But are such considerations the be-all and
end-all of Christian endeavor? Does it not still remain to be asked
whether these unifications will be advantageous to the Gospel and whether
they will result in bringing more souls into the kingdom through the
only portal of repentance toward God and faith in our Lord Jesus Christ?

“It might be well if Christendom, or at least the cvangelical part of it,
would now call a halt and give twenty years to the close and sympathetic
observation of the spiritual rcsults of these cxperiments in uniformity.
[Italics our own.] If the result gives us more Christians and better ones,
there will be an argument that all must heed who love the Gospel. These
unifications all assume that the chief hindrance to the success of the
Goapel is our division into regiments. This I take lecave to doubt. And
these unifications also assume that their accomplishment will be accom-
panied by an nccession of power for the work of the Lord. This is an
assumption which is at present without proof. It remains to he proved.
A triumphant demonstration of it would rejoice every Christian heart.
We shall see.

“The Church in the past armed herself with many secular powers
through her union with the State. This injured and corrupted her des-
perately. She is now divesting herself of those ill-fitting and compromising
attributes, and it is well. Whether the present tendency to arm herself
with great institutional and soeial strength will indeed increase her spir-
itual power many thoughtful Christians question.”

Incomplete and inadequate as it is, the argument against church
unions here presented nevertheless supplies food for thought to all who
have allowed themsclves to be carried away by the mania for unification.
The mergers which have been effected in the past decades have certainly
cost much “in the concessions they demanded of conviction,” and herein
lies their main weakness. A Church of no or of weak convictions is
impotent, no matter how great its numerical strength may be. On the
other hand, the surprisingly weak Church of the twelve apostles and their
few adherents became astoundingly strong when it preached the powerful
message of God’s pure Word. Here lies the strength of the Christian
Church, and only here. J.T. M.

Episcopacy and Union. — A conditio sine qua non put forth by the
Episcopalians in their negotiations for union with other church-bodies is
the acceptance of the historic cpiscopate (Chicago-Lambeth Quadrilateral).
Their attitude in this matter is based on the ides that the episcopate is
the mainstay of unity. An article by Dr. W. A. McClenthen, published in
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the Ziving Church of May 10, puts it thus: “Is, then, cpiscopal ordination
an obstacle to church unity? The answer is no; the Holy Spirit does not
work against Himself. So far from being an obstacle, it is a preservation
of what unity there is. It is a matter of obscrvation that those sections
of Christendom which have maintained episcopal ordination with all that
it involves have not tended to division among themselves. These sections
are by far the majority. They have kept a coherence, difficult some-
times, we must admit, but the point of coherence has been the bishop.
Rome and Constantinople, no less than Canterbury, have had trouble in
holding their children together, but mostly they have managed it. In the
East, differences are more political than theological. Among ourselves we
may differ, sometimes most acrimoniously; but the differences are in the
family, and we still kneel before the same bishop for our ordinations and
communions. Considered in relation to each other, the majority sections
are quite obvious parts of a common whole. They believe more of the
same things; the similarity of their worship is recognizable. Such facts
hold a definite promise for some future restoration of unity among them.”

The episcopate is in no way the basis, or a basis, of Christian unity.
St. Paul, in speaking of the unity of the Spirit, Eph. 4, mentions “one Lord,
one faith, one Baptism,” but he does not mention the “bishop.” The unity
of the Church cannot be based on the Catholic, Roman-Greek-Anglo-Catholic
episcopate. For the necessity of episcopal ordination, apostolic succession,
ete, is a delusion. But the truth alone can be the basis of true unity.
And what we thus know a priori is confirmed by the actunl state of affairs
existing in the Episcopalian denomination. “It is a matter of observation”
that this Church is a most incoherent body. No close observer will say
that it is a united Church. They do not have “one faith.” They say so
themselves. The Church Congress which met in Richmond, Va., in 1026
was characterized by the chairman of the local committee as “a fellowship
of uncongenial minds.” One of the speakers held that evangelical faith will
remain when its doctrinal foundation in the atonement is given up;
another one pleaded for the simplicity of the Gospel over against emphasis
on orders, ritual, and government; a third one declared that a loyal
churchman is at once high, low, and broad; a fourth one, that loyalty to
the Church is consistent with differences of faith and practise, even with
differences on the truth of the Virgin Birth and of the Resurrection; the
fifth, that the Virgin Birth and the Resurrcetion are essential; the sixth
was an advocate of evolution; the seventh defended religion against the
assaults of the new psychology, ete. “One faith”! (The Lutheran, April
14, 1027.) The High Church insists that cpiscopacy is cssential to the
very existence of the Church; the Low Church denies it vehemently; the
Broad Church holds that hardly anything is essential, and the Bishop of
Central New York, Dr. Charles Fiske, is proud of a “Church which has suc-
ceeded in holding together in loyal membership High, Low, Catholic, Broad,
Evangelical, Sacramentalist, each emphasizing one part of the many-sided
truth, yet none impelled to destroy the unity of the body in order to
strengthen its own teaching, each free to hold its cherished truth and yet,
through necessary contact with other truth, saved from wholly succumbing
to the heresy of the partial and fragmentary.” (The Faith by Which We
Live, p. 234.)
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Divided, yet one! When Dr. McClenthen declared (before the Church
Congress of this year) that Rome, Constantinople, and Canterbury “are
quito obvious parts of a common whole, they believe more of the same
things,” he disavowed Art. XI (on justification) of the Articles of Religion,
for that is the article anathematized by the Synod of Trent. And those who
still adhere to the eleventh article surely find it difficult to maintain fellow-
ship with such an uncongenial mind, and vice versa. Were those Episco-
palians who accept Art. VI (on the authority of Scripture) and Prof.
Charles A. Briggs, who was suspended by the Presbyterians because of his
liberal stand on the inspiration and authority of Seripture and received by
the Episcopalians, brothers in the faith? Dr. Percy S.Grant, an extreme
liberal was forced by the vestry of his church to vacate his pulpit, but
remained to his end a member of the Episcopal clergy. He remained in
‘“unity” with his Church.— What is there really in the episcopate that
makes for unity? Is the clergy nccessarily close to the bishop, at ome
with himt? Dr. Reiland last year offered his church for a joint Communion
service under the auspices of the Christian Unity League without first
consulting the bishop. The bishop forbade the action, and the rector sub-
mitted. But he still violently disagrees with his bishop. And the Prot-
estant Episcopal Church League publicly rebuked the bishop for this and
other matters. They are in disagreement on most vital matters. But “we
still kneel before the same bishop.” The Protestant Episcopal Church is
not & united body. It is a matter of observation that the episcopate has
no unifying force. Indeed, there is an outward union of incoherent parts.
But the same object could have been attained without the episcopate. Con-
gregationalism has not a trace of episcopalism in its system. And the
Congregational denomination has, if anything, outdone the Episcopalians
in keeping the most discordant elements together in peace and union.

The episcopate is not a unifying factor, not even when reenforced by
the Papacy. Roman Catholies boast of the unity their church enjoys,
and since Dr. MecClenthen asks us to make the situation in the Roman
Catholic Church a matter of observation, we shall briefly examine the case.
Wo shall find that this body is made up of jarring, warring factions.
Luther so found it. “Just as in a company of lepers nobody is leprous,
so among these heretics none is a heretic; and they do not see, these nice
folks, that there are just about as many ways, sects, parties, among them
a8 heads and minds, that cach onc teaches and believes as he sees fit,—
& deadly disease indeed, — that they do not follow the common way of the
Christian faith, but that each one constructs his own way to heaven”
(12,1461) ; and these various monastic orders were, as a rule, engaged in
bitter rivalry, not only in the interest of their particular methods of sal-
vation, but also for the purpose of seli-aggrandizement. The history of the
Jesuit order does not speak well for the unity of Rome. The suppression
of this order by one Pope and its reinstatement by another was preceded
and followed by a most unbrotherly antagonism. Study the age-long con-
flict between Episcopalism and Curialism. The Council of Trent shrank
from deciding the matter. Was it decided in 18702 The papal infallibility
was indeed imposed by foree upon the Church of Rome; but how many of
the bishops have really succeeded in honestly making the sacrificium in-
telleotusf Study the conflict between Augustinianism and Semi-Pela-
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gianism, particularly as advocated by the Jesuits. And even though Semi-
Pelagianism won out, there is no agreement on Semi-Pelagianism itself.
The Jesuits teach that salvation is by good works alone; Trent ascribes
salvation to the merit of good works and of Christ. The age-long confliet
between the Scotists and the Thomists on original sin, as to whether it is
the lack of original righteousness or also something positive, consisting
essentially in concupiscence, was not scttled by the Couneil of Trent. It
refused to settle it. (See Klotsche, Ohr. Symbolics, p.78.) For ages the
Franciscans (Scotists) have been denouncing the Dominicans (Thomists)
as heretics for denying the immaculate conception of Mary, then the
Jesuits entered the conflict on the side of the Franciscans against the
Jansenists, and when in 1854 the Pope, without assembling a council to
determine the question, declared, presumably ex cathedrs,— for certainly
the ex-cathedra law of 1870 must be retroactive, —that all who should
think otherwise in their hearts must have made shipwreck concerning the
faith and fallen away from the unity of the Church, he stamped as
heretics Anselm, Bernard, Bonaventura, Aquinas, and with Aquinas the
body of Dominican teachers down to recent times. (Fisher, Hist. of Ohr.
Doct., p. 539.) On what specific Roman doctrine is there agreement in
Rome? Is Christ really immolated in the Mass? Then how? One cannot
follow the intricacies of the discussion. There cannot be agreement among
men on any man-made doetrine. Why, there is disagreement in Rome on
even such a simple matter as the authority of the Pope. The most
emphatic declarations of the Pope are flaunted,—and the peace is not
disturbed. Ex-Governor Alfred Smith declared: “In my public life I have
exemplified that complete scparation of Church from State which is the
faith of American Catholics to-day.” Pope Leo XIII declared, presumably
ex cathedra (but there is no agreement among Roman theologians on what
makes a pontificial statement of ex-cathedra force), that “it is not lawful
for the State, any more than for the individual, cither to disregard all
religious duties or to hold in equal favor different kinds of religion.” But
Mr. Smith and his religious adviser and his fellow-believers have not been
excommunicated. That proves the contention of Dr. McClenthen? Well, it
proves that, given the right kind of bishop or Pope, opposing factions ean
be kept together in some sort of external partnership for gain. But the
whole story also shows that, where the authority of Scripture and the
doctrine of justification by faith are rejected, there can be no real unity,
the unity of faith. E.
The Presbyterians and Church Union.— Of the nine Presbyterian
bodies in our country the Presbyterian Church in the United States of
America (Northern Convention), the Presbyterian Church in the United
States (Southern Convention), and the United Presbyterian Church of
North America (Middle-Western) are the largest and most prominent. To
the student of denominational movements it is of interest to note what
attitude these three bodies took toward church union. Of the three groups
the smallest, the United Presbyterian Church, was the most eager. Its
objective was a union with the Southern Presbyterians for the avowed
reason that, as reported by Time, “if the Southern and United Presbyterians
joined now, they could dictate terms of merger with the Northern Presby-
terians.” However the Southern Presbyterians, at their convention in
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Charlottesville, V., emphatically declared themseclves against any imme-
diate merger with other Presbyterians. This declaration was directed espe-
cinlly against the Northern Convention of Presbyterians because of their
open ‘toleration of liberalists of every kind. The Northern Presbyterians,
meeting in Cincinnati, O., chose for their Moderator Rev. Dr. Kerr, of Pitts-
burgh, who is a “middle-of-the-ronder” and hence can be claimed neither
by the conservatives nor by the liberalists. At their convention the merger
overture received little attention, the major objective being the enforce-
ment of Prohibition. Judging from the outcome of the three conventions,
in general, it scems as though the merger movement has now been indefi-
nitely postponed. J.T.M.

A Biblical Difficulty. — There are difficulties in the Bible, and the
Modernists make much of them. But the Modernists are confronted with
a difficulty of their own making, and it is interesting to note their attempts
to solve the insoluble. The difficulty is: If the Bible is the Word of God,
how ecan it contain errors and worse? This difficulty does not confront
the outright infidel. He looks upon the Bible as a. human and consequently
fallible product. But the Modernist insists that the Bible is the Word of
God. But how can God err? Dr. S. Parkes Cadman was asked this most
embarrassing question, and in his book Answers to Every-day Questions
he discusses it in the chapter “Biblical Difficulties.” ‘“Question: Why do
ecclesinstics ask us to accept the Bible as the Word of God and then tell
us that the account of creation is not historic or Jonah’s experiences
a ‘fish story’ or the Virgin Birth contrary to nature and therefore un-
believable and the other New Testament miracles the outcome of imagina-
tion? How can you blame men if they conclude that the Book is full of
errors and that consequently its author or authors are fallible and the
entire Volume therefore to be discredited?” Dr. Cadman attempts to solve
the problem how the Bible, if it contains errors, can honestly be called the
Word of God in this wise: “Answer: I know few ecclesiastics who make
the strange pronouncement you attribute to them.” The questioner will
not know what to make of this, seeing that Dr. Cadman proceeds to make
this very pronouncement: “If they do, since when were their ediets your
sole reason for accepting or rejecting the Bible as the ‘Word of God’?”
That is very good advice and should be followed. “No one can confidently
pronounce on the issue unless he has made an intelligent study of the
Book itself. Even a casual acquaintance with it shows that its revelations
were necessarily colored by their earthly channels and that the draperies
of Holy Scripture in no way affect its cssence.” Answer the question!
How can a fallible book be called God’s Word? “The author of the
Epistle to the Hebrews assures us that the God who spoke at ‘sundry
times and in divers manners’ through the prophets afterward unveiled
Himself in His only-begotten Son Jesus Christ. Here widely different
sources of revelation are recognized, which apparently bafile you because
of your prepossession that all parts of the Bible are equally authoritative.”
Answer the question! If God spoke through the prophets, how could
they err? How can God err? “Moreover, we have to distinguish between
factual truth and moral or religious truth. To say that the Bible is true
does not imply that everything it states is fact. It conveys many of its
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sublimest truths by fietion, poetry, rhapsody, and dream. If you dispute
the assertion, read the parables of Jesus, tho Psalms, the Prophets, and the
Genesis document.” This is unworthy of a teacher of morals. The question
is not whether the Bible contains, besides history, poetry and parables, but
how, if the Bible crrs in the statement of facts, whether the statement
be made in the form of narrative or poetry or parable, it can be honestly
called God’s Word. This question must be answered. “Not everything re-
lated in Holy Scripture actunlly happened; nevertheless, actual or imag-
inative, all was enlisted for the service of its spiritual ideals. Hence,
to conclude that Genesis, Jonah, and Daniel have no merit at all, if every-
thing they contain is not literally and factually true, is as absurd as to
question the beatitudes of St. Matthew or the discourses of St. John because

of intellectual difficulties about some of the miracles these evangelists

record.” Dr. Cadman has sct himself down as an ecclesiastic who makes
the strange pronouncement puzzling the inquirer, but he has not answered
the question.— “Question: Do you really believe that God approved the
order of Moses to put to death all the eaptive Midianitish women' who
were not virgins and all the eaptive male children of that people? Answer:
I do not. . . .” On another occasion, giving advice to a woman “soon to
enter the Valley of the Shadow in order to bring my own child into the
world” and inquiring about the truth of religion, of the Bible, he makes
this pronouncement: “. . . There are other matters in it you are not
required to believe. Some of the ancient forms in which its ideas are
cast and the draperies of its nllegories or poctical recitals are not intended
for your implicit acceptance as historic facts. But wherever it commands
the approval of your conseience and the assent of your heart, it is un-
deniable.” Dr. Cadman certainly docs make the strange pronouncement
that God’s Word is fallible. Certain statements in the Bible must not be
accepted at their face value. And while he never, it scems, calls the Bible
the Word of God, he does use the term “Sacred Oracles” (p.254), speaks
of “their divine authority,” and repeatedly quotes the Biblical statement
that God “spoke through the prophets.” So he has involved himself in
a hopeless difficulty. The solution he offers — that only certain portions
of the “Sacred Oracles” are divine, divinely authoritative — only involves
him in further difficulties. He will have to explain how a man inspired
of God (the term being used in the modernistic sense — filled with the
Spirit of God) could say that God spoke through the prophets when he
really meant that at times God did not speak through them. He will have
to explain how Jesus, the Supreme Teacher, could make the false statement
that “the Seripture cannot be broken” (John 10, 35). He will also have
to explain in a later radio talk or in a subsequent issue of the Herald-
Tribune the strange pronouncement that the “Sacred Oracles” become
authoritative through “the approval of your conscience and the assent of
your heart,” that the seat of divine authority is in man, that man is placed
beside God, that man is put over God. Besides, he will have to give account
on the Day of Judgment for having destroyed the reliance of men on the
sure word of Seripture, of God, and advising those about to enter “the
Valley of the Shadow” to rely upon “the approval of their consciences
and the assent of their hearts.” E.
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Coolidge on Religion.—In a special message to the Ohristion Herald,
on the occasion of the 1900th anniversary of Pentecost, June B, the former
President of our country declared that “the whole fabric of society rests
upon religion.” As the Literary Digest quotes his statements, he snid:
“I do not see any method of improving our social and economic relations
except through the teachings of religion. In fact, it is my belief that we
have gone as far as we can in progress and reform until we have a more
general acceptance of the truths of religion. If these are permitted to slip
uway from us, the progress and reform which we have already accom-
plished will vanish with them. It is for these reasons that I hope your
cfforts will meet with success.” To this it must be added that the Mod-
ernistic religion of our time is not the type of religion which can save or
improve our social and economic relations. Infidelity is destructive because
it is atheistic. The only religion that can improve our social and economic
relations is the religion of Jesus Christ ns it is presented in the creeds
of the ancient Christian Church. J.T. M.

Are There Different Kinds of Lutherans? — Dr. G. L. Kieffer says
there are not. Dr. H. K. Carroll says there are. In an article with the
heading, “We Have No Comment,” published in the Luthcran Standard
of May 24, Dr. Kieffer states that in writing to Dr. Carroll on statistical
matters regarding the United Lutheran Church, he mentioned that “we
have never agreed” on the classification of the various Lutheran bodies
as “Single Denominations” — “the different Lutheran general bodies all
belong to one denomination, or Church; they are not denominations in
the sense of other so-called church organizations.” From the reply of
Dr. Carroll we quote the pertinent paragraph: “I note your statement that
in your view the Lutherans are not single denominations, as I classify
them, but all belong to one denomination, or Church. I am sorry we can-
not ngree on this point, for there are certainly Lutheran organizations
which do not even belong, at least not actually, to your “National Council,’
which are put in one group (1), and the Synodical Conference, which is
put in another group (2), and the independent congregations, which are
numbered (3), and, as I understand it, are not associated with any synod-
ical body or organization. My aim has been, from the first, to treat all
according to the facts as they seemed to me.” We, too, have no comment,
seeing that Dr. Carroll is right in his contention, though it might have
been brought out more clearly, and Dr. Kieffer is right also, in a gen-
eral way. E.

II. XAusland.

Eine ridjtige Gharatterifierung der Augdburgifden Stonfeffion finbdet fidh
im feipziger ,Theologijdjen Literaturblatt” in der UAnzeige von Wollraths
(Erlangen) Sdrifi .Dad Augsburgijde Velenninid und feine BVedbeutung
filc bie Glegenivart”. G5 Deift dort: ,Die Augujtana ift nidht ein Prodult
‘theologijhen, auf bie Vildbung eined liidenlod ujammenhingenden Syjtems
ausgeBenden Nadjdentens, jondern cin objeftiver Ausdrud ded reformatoris
fdhen Glaubensdbervufticind, hinter dem man den Herziflag der glaubigen
Gemeinde fithlt und in dem nidt eine thHeologifdie Nicdgtung, fonbern ber
{driftgemdie ebangelijfe Gemeinglaube der ,ecclesiae nostrae® fid) ;magno
consensu’ ausjpridit und in Harmonijem Jujammentlang confitetur, tvicls
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lihbefennt Menn die Urlivde ald Mmpfende Miffionstizde ein ;Shym=
bolum’, cine tessern militaris, bie gur Perrjdhaft gelangte Iatfolifde Nirde
scanones ac decreta’ Hatte, gu Denen ber eingelne feine professio abgugeben
Batte, {o befilit unfere lutherifdje Sirdje cine confessio, eine confessio, nidt
bicle confessiones wic bie reformicrie Stirdje. Der Berfaffer betont nadys
brildliy unbd icberfolt den feelforgerid en Eharatter ber Iutheris
fhen Sticdie und der uguftana, die immer tvicder die Rildfidt auf bie
sconscientine pine ne pavidae ober ,perterrefactae’ Hervborfhebt und biefe
gur Oeildgetwifgheit und um Friedben und gur Freifeit des @laubensd bon
falfdhen gefeislidien Bindbungen filhren will. . . . Die Auguftana ift fogus
fagen automatijd) da s Befenninis ded gefamten L[uihertums auf Erben
gelvorden und geblieben, jo daf ,eine Gemeinde mit demr Augenblid, fvo fie
dad Augsburger Velenninis aufgibt, aufhoct, Iutherijd gu fein.” Gott Hat
Luther, den Reformator der Shirdhe, fih badurd) Herangebildet, dak er ifn
perterrefactam conscientiam und danad) den Trojt des Cbangeliums bon
ber Bergebung der Siinden ofne de3 Gefelyed Werle erfahren lieh. JIn ber
fugsburgijdhen Stonfejjion Haben tvir dad perfonlide Velenninisd berer, die
ber PHeilige @eift auf Grund der Sdrift durd) die Erfahrung bon Siinde
und Gnabde gu Sdiilern Luthers gemadit Hatte. L

Gin Urteil ber ,Jreificde” fiber Oarnad. ,Der Berliner Profefjor
Adolf von Harnad ift firglid auf einer Reife in Heidelberg im Alter bon
neunundficbgig Jahren gejtorben. Ausd diefem Unlaf ijt fein Name in ben
Tageszeitungen tieder biel genannt tworden. Gr tird ald eine Leudjte der
BWiffenidjaft und ald der grifte THeologe Deutfdjlands gepricfen. Gogar
Ei_lb.sciifdjriftm, bie {id) jonjt wenig um Stirdje und Theologic Himmern,
bringen fein WBild. Da mug dod) wm ber Wahrheit Iwillen darauf Hins
getviefen tverden, daf dicfer Mann ein Feind de8 Evangeliums getvejen ift,
ber durd) feine Lehridtigleit und durd feine Sdiriften, befonders burd) bad
Bud) ,Das Wejen ded Chriftentums’, der Nirdje Chrifti grofen SHabden
getan Hat. Cr Hat die wabre civige Glottheit unjers Peilamdes und fein
Berjohnungsovfer geleugnet und bad Evangelium verfiljdt. Dad betveift
fdon ber cine Safy aus dem genannten BVude (S. 91): ,Nidt der Sohn,
fonbern allein der Vater gehort in dasd Evangelium, wie ¢8 JEus verliins
higt Bat, hincin.” €83 ijt cin trauriged Beidien der Jeit und cine Urjade
gottlider Geridite, daf einem joldjen [Qéfterer bon feiten der lniverjitdtss
theologen nidht mit mehr Genjt und Nadidrud entgegengetreten rvorden ift.”

5%

Gin Adolf Hornad in Sdiweden. MWir lefen in der A E. L N.“: Jn
E_tﬁmcbcn rebet man von ciner neuen ,Reformation’, dbie sum Heil der Hirde
bic alte Neformation und den alten biblifdjen Glauben aufldfen will. Dec
Biibrer ift nady dem Hufioirts* (6. Juni) Prof. €. Linderholm in Upfala.
Cr geht bon ber Beobadjhung aus, baf alle Religion geitgebunden ijt. Der
Ratholigismus war die Auspragung bes religidfen Bebitrfnifjed ciner gang
bcftimt_ntcn Beit. Lutber, Calvin und die andern ,Meformatoren’ exfannten,
bu_B feine in ben Danben der Pricjter erjtarrie Form den Menjden ihrer
3t_tt nidjt mehr geniigte. Daber die belannten Mifjtinde gegen Cnbde bed
!Rxfte_!a!tetﬂ. Heute find &hnlidhe BVeobadjtungen zu madjen. Wieber twen=
?cn fid) groge Majjen bon ber Sfirdje ab, mweil fic den Wiberjprudy ziijden
ijren @laubensiifen und Dogmen und der wifjenidafiliGen Erfenninis
unferer Jeit filjlen. Dad Jicl ded MReligidfen Reformverbandes Scjives
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bend* ift aljo, ba8 Ehriftentum mit ber mobermen Sultur gu vereinigen.
@elingt das nidht, dann ift nad) Lindberholim unfere Heutige Religion und
unfere gange Heutige Stultur dem Untergange geteiht; denn Teine Religion
Imn {idy Dalten, die die iviffenjdjaftlich feftftchenden Tatfaden nidt an-
exfennt unbd ftatt beffen abergliubifdje ober poetijdie Legenbden ald goHlide
BWahrheit qusgidt. Linderholm zieht fidh auf die jGlidite, aber dod) jo uns
endlidy ticfe Sittenlehre guriid. 9Aled, was iibereifrige Priefter feit den
erften Yahrhunberten ber djriftliden Sixde Gingugetan Haben, lajt er fallen.
Riemals, fagt cr, Habe Chrijtus behauptet, baf exr Gottes eigener Soln fei,
nienald Habe ex bie gottlidje Dreieinigleit gelehrt, und bad gange Rettungss
twexf burd) ben Streuzestod, twoburd) der Menfdheit gur etvigen Seligleit
bexfholfen tverden follte, fei Chrifto fremd getvefen.” Sdjtveden wird unter
der Fiihrung feines Crabijdjofs Nathan Siderblom [diwerlid) ernitlidg gegen
Prof. Linderholm fampfen Ionnen. & B.
Augnitanafeier in Genf. Nad) ciner Mitteilung im ,Luth. Herold”
aus D, €. D.” baten die vier deutfdhipredjenden Gemeinden dber Calvinftadt
Prof. D. A, Ndberle=Bafel u einer Auguftanafeicr am 26. Mai. E3 ird
beridtet: ,Cingefiilhrt bom Pajtor der deuifdjen Tutherifhen Sirche, ber
cinige gejdicdhilidie BVemerfungen madjte, fprad) der BVortragende iiber ,Die
reformatorifdie Bot{dhaft in ber Augujtana ald Jeugnié an die Gegenmwart:.
Geine Ausfilhrungen felsten bie Stenninid bdes Melandthon-Velenniniffes
[sic!] voraus; ¢3 lag ihm dbaran, nadjautveifen, daf ihre und Heute, Ivie er
fagte, oft gu {darfgefdliffenen, bogmatifh anmutenden Siise gerade unferer
gegentvdrtigen QebenBexfafirung unbd geiftigen Einftellung gut entipredjen.
€r twicd bdicd nad) an Artifel 2 und 18, denn allgemeined Silndenberwufts
fein, bad8 gum perfonliden SHulbbemuftiein micd, ift und Heute felbitvers
ftinblidicr, al3 e8 nod) vor furger Jeit jdhien, und an Actifel 3 iiber Perjon
und Wert JCu, defjen wunderboll und unbeliimmert nebeneinanbergeftelte
s3tvei Naturen® cben dody Hiblijdher und edjter Frommigleit entfpredjen, deffen
Opfer® allein imftande ift, gur ,Medtfertigung’ gu fiihren. Den rtilel 4
ber Confessio {djilberte exr dbann ald Mittelpuntt und Lidhizentrum ded gangen
Belenniniffes, ber mit der froblidhen ,Heildgemifheit’ nidit allein bdie biiftere
Eiindenlehre iiberivinde, fondbexn gerade unferer Heutigen, tief erfdhiitterten
Frommigleit eine nottwendige und tvertvolle, ftaclende Bot{daft ift. €3 war
fider cin Creignid, biefe aus innerfter Senntnid und Anteilnahme gebornen
Ausfithrungen in Genf zu Gehor au bringen.” J.Z2.Mm.
Prof. Adolf Schlatter Emeritus. — After having served as theo-
logical teacher for half a century, Prof. A. Schlatter of Tuebingen, one of
the prominent New Testament scholars of the present day, has resigned
his position and gone into retirement. He is seventy-eight years old.
Being a Swiss by birth, he first served as pastor of a congregation in
Switzerland, then he taught successively at the universities of Berne,
Greifswald, Berlin, and Tuebingen. Although “positive” in his teaching,
he is not willing to place himself squarely on the Scriptures and trust them
in all their statements, but declares that they are fallible. Dr. Schlatter
has been a voluminous writer, some of the titles of his books being, The
Story of the Ohrist (Die Geschichte des Christus), The Theology of the
Apostles, The History of Israel from Alexander the Great to the Time of
Hadrian, Faith as Treated in the New Testament, The Christian Dogm:
Christian Ethics. A,

45
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Qubilium der Rropper Anftalten. Einem Veridht von D. Harbeland,
Reltor des8 Dialoniffenfaufes zu Vethanien in fropp, im .Luiferifden
Herold” entnehmen vir dad Folgende: ,Die Nropper Unftalten, jebt eins
Geitlid) al8 Milde Stiftung im Sinne des8 Vilrgerliden Gefelsbudjed ans
ecfannt, Gaben im Oftober vorigen Jahres auf eine fiinfaigiahrige Arbeit
gurildbliden nmen. Bordem bGefafen die Unftalten und das Diafoniffens
Baus Vethanien cin jedes fiir jidh feine Hefondere Organifation, jebt ijt der
einfeitlide Name ,Cvangelifd=Luiherijdes Diafonifjenfausd Bethanien au
Stropp Dei Sdlestvig”. Das Dinlonifjenfausd ift eine der jiingften Grims
bungen bes im QJahre 1916 verftorbenen Pajtors Johannes Paulfen, ber
bie familidjen Hicfigen Anjtalten gegriindet Hat. Er Hatte feinerzeit su biele
Nufgaben fidy gejtellt, und nidht alled, was er in Mngriff genommen, ift iHm
gegliidi; bad cine und anbere defjen, twas er Hier ind Leben gerufen, Hat
wicder aufgegeben Iwerden miifjen. Aber auf giwei Gebieten Hat i) dad
von ihm Begonnene als lebensfihig eriviefen und ift gu ciner VBliite gelangt,
die dbann in ein getifjes Critaunen verfefien fann, wenn man bebentt, baf
alled, was Hicr in Sropp an gejegneter Arbeit geleiftet ijt, sunddft bas Werk
cined Manne3 getvefen ift.” fiber das Predigerfeminar in Stropp bes
ridjtet D. Harbeland: ,Das Predigerfeminar in Sropp bildet junge Manner
fiir ben Pfarcbienjt in Nordamerifa aus. E3 ftelt unter eigenem Bors
jtande. Seit dem DBeftehen der Unjtalt find etiva 450 Prebiger iiber dad
Meer gegangen, die Dier ihre iheologijhe Ausbildung empfangen Haben.”
Nadjfrage nad) Siroppidien Abiturienten ift bdeStwegen in Norbamerifa bors
Danden, tveil viele Synoden Dereitd aufgehort Haben, gweifpradig au fein,
und fo ihren Predigerbedarf fite deutjdie Gemeinden von driiben beziehen
miifjen. ..M.

Oberammergaucr Paffiondjpicle. Jn diefem Nahre gibt ¢3 wieder
Oberammergauer Pajjionsipicle, und Taufende fjtellen fidh dagu ein. Die
Pajjionsdjpiele jind fatfolijhen lrfprungs, Haben im grofen und gangen
aud) ein fatholijjes Gleprige. Aufgefiifet vonm den Einwolmern Obers
ammergaus, enthalten fie jo mandje Cigentitmlichleiten, die bem protejtans
tifden Befudher auffallen, ja widerlid) find. So fommt gum BVeifpiel der
Marientultus, wenn aud) in etiwas verhiillier Weife, gum Ausdbrud. Ein
ehrlidher Englander BHat jeine Eindriide iiber diefe Paffionsjpiele in eimer
englijdjen Jeitung verdffentlicht, und fie find von dem Gicfigen Wodjenblatt
The Literary Digest teillveife abgedrudt worden. Der Veridjterftatter bes
merlt, baf ihn die Auffiljrungen nicht geriifrt Haben, felbjt nidt die bec
freugigung Chrijti. Audh tadelt er an den Spiclen, daf fie nidjt erfebend,
fonbern cher ermiidend auf den JujdGauer cinwirlen. Wud) den gefdafiss
mifgigen @eift, Wwomit Vejuder angelodt werden, finbet cr feinedtvegd im
Cinlflang mit ber Wiirde des crfabenen Gegenjtanded, den Ddieje Sruffiths
rungen fviebergeben. Der Mann mag redjt Gaben. Aud) Hierzulande find
berjdjicdene Filme gegeigt tworden, die dad Leben und Leiden JEfu dars
ftellten. ©ie jind im allgemeinen bon ben Ehriften tvenig gefdibt tworden,
und auf bie Weltfinder Faben fie Ieinen gelvinnenden Eindrud gemadt.
JEfu Leben und Taten laffen fidh nidht dramatijdy wicbergeben. Der Menfd
berfunat nur, foenn er ¢8 verfudit dbas felbft in feinen tiefjten Reiden fo ers
Dabene Reben de8 gotilidien Heilanded in dramatijfer Handlung mwiecders
gugeben. ,Prediget bas3 Cvangelium!” ,Sudiet in der Schriftl” Hat und
ber Heiland geboten. MWenn ir Gotted Wort Goren ober lefen, ird ber
Deilige Geift e8 und am bejten ind Herz dGreiben. 3. T,
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Gin [utheri{der Theolog an eine reformicrte Falultlit. Der ,[uiberifde
Herold” beridjtet, baf Dr. Abolf Sdberle, bisher Lehrer am Miffionsfeminar
ber Iutferijdhen [eipgiger Mifjion, al8 auferordentlider Profeffor an bie
theologifche Fafultat in Bajel, Schiveig, berufen tworden ift. Jn der ,MRefors
mierten Sdjiveigergeitung” wicb dariiber Hlage gefiifrt. Das BVlatt fdjreibt:
»Dem Stlagenden toird darin gugeftimmt, baf e8 ein wunberlides Ding fei,
einen Luiheraner mit dem Unterricht in der Dogmatil (Kirchenlehre) fiic
reformierte Gtubenten gu betrauen und gu dulben, bap ber Iutherifdhe Lebrer
fich eincr anbern Stirdje anfdlickt al3 der Lanbdeslirche, der er bdienen foll,
tiGrend, gum BVeifpiel in Godttingen und Erlangen, niemand Mitglied ber
Falultit fein fann, der nidht der Iutherifden Stirdhe angehort.” Dennod
will {id) die ,Neformierte Sdjlveigerzeitung” iiber bie BVerufung freuen,
toeil ihr cin qus ber Sdrift lebender Luiheraner lieber ift ald ein jogenamms
ter Reformicrter, ,der ind Vlaue Hinein philofophiert’. Sie betont: ,AS
Reformierte bebauern tviv tief, dap nad) BVajel fein reformierter Dogmatifer
berufen twerdben fonnte. 1nd viederum ald NReformierte freuen mir uns,
wenn nad) Vafel in Siobexrle ein Hervorragender Lefrer Derufen mwurbe, der
@ottes Wort riidhaltslod ald Autoritit anerfennt.” GSomwohl die Tatjade
ber Berufung eined Luiheranerd ald Profejjor der reformicrten THeologie
tvie aud) bie Freude dariiber, daf diejer Profefjor fidh dodj zu Gotte3 Wort
ald Grund der Lehre befennt, [ajjen un3 fief bliden in bie Bujtdande, die
folvoBl die Reformierten wie aud) dbie Luiheraner in Deut{dland dulbden.
Die Stlage dber ,Sdveizerzeitung” ijt berechtigt. Wa3 foll cin Iutherijdher
Lebrer an einer reformierten Unjtalt, an ber er die reformiexte Rehre zu
Tehren Hat? ©o tveit fommt o5 in ber Slirdje, oo man {idh dbem Unioniss
musd erqibt. T

Gin Stantdbeamter tritt ind Pfarvamt suriid. Grofed Aufjehen
erregte o5, al8 neulid) der friifere Hollindijdie Wrbeitdminifter Prof. D.Slotes
mafer de Bruine ind Pjarramt guriidlehrie und Hilfspaftor in Wafjenaar
fourde. Das , Coangelifdje Dentjdhland”, cin deutjchlandijdes Wlatt, {dreibt
bariiber: ,D. @Slotemafer twar belannilid) lange Jeit Profefjor ber Theologie
in Uiredhii und twurde auf Grund feiner Hexvorragenden jogialen Studien
in die Leitung ded Hollandijhen Arbeitdminijteriums becufen. . . . €8 diicfte
ein cingig dajtchender Fall fein, dajy ein friiferer Minijter eine Pfarrjtelle
fibernimmt.” Gar zu fehr verivundern Ivic und nidt iiber diefen Sdritt.
Luiber fdreibt iiber dad Predigtamt: ,MWem bdad Predigtamt aufgelegt
foird, bem tvird dad Hodjte Amt aufgelegt in dber Chrijtenheit.” (X, 1549.)
Gein Urteil begritudet Luifer, tvie folgt: ,lind gum erjten ift's wobhl wabr,
bafy bie tveltliche Obrigleit ober Ymt gar in feinem Weg 3u bergleiden ift
bem geijtlichen Predigtami, ivie e8 St. Paulus nennt. Denn e ijt nicht
fo teuer und Hoch exarnt [extvorben] durd) bas Blut und Sterben ded Sohned
Gotted wie das Predigtamt; fo fann's aud) nidt joldhe groge Wunder und
Werle tun, tvie bad Predigiami. Denn alle Werle diefed Standes gehen
und gehren allein in died 3eiilidje, verginglidhe Qeben, gu crhalten Leib,
Weib, Stind, Hausd, Gut und Ehre, und wasd 3u bdicje3 Lebens Notdurft ges
Bort. ©o biel nun das civige Leben iiberivifjt died zeitlidhe [eben, fo Iweit
und Hodh gebt audh das Predigiamt fiber dad tveltliche Amt; bdas ift, gleidhs
tie ein Sdjatten gegen ben Sidrper felbjt.” (X, 439.) Natiiclidh) Hat Luiher
Bierbei im Sinn dad Predigtamt, dad aud) wirklid) Goited MWort in aller
Reinbeit verfiindigt, nidht ctiva das Amt der falfdhen Propheten, die Wens
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{dentvort in Gotted Wort mengen. Dad Predigen bon Menfdenivify nennt
Luther ,liigen unbd triigen bei Gotted Namen”, und bdiefe Siinde begeidinet er
mit Nedjt al8 die alleridredlidifte, die ein Menfd) begehen Tann. . . “-

Die Aadener Heiligtumsfahrt im Jahre 1930, Die ,Luiferifde
Stivdjengeitung” Deridjtet: ,Wie alle fieben Jabre, fo wird aud) Geuer bie
viclangegriffene Deilighimsfahrt nad) Aadjen gu ben bier fogenannien
yBrofen Heiligtiimern’, dem Sileid ber Mutter Gottes, in dem fie JEfum
gebar, den Windeln des JIEjustindes, dem Lendentud) Chrifti am Streus,
und ber Leintvand, in die Johanned der Tdufer nady der Enthauptung ges
legt turde, ftattfinden. Ein Nadjiveis, daf bdiefe jogenannten Reliquien
edit feien, Tann nidt qeliefert twerden, wie aud ,Dad Neue Reid)® bom
15, Januar 1930 augibt. Won ber romifdjen Stirde ticd diefe Walfahrt
aber gleidhtvoll nidit nur geduldet, fonbern gefdrdert. WVei ber Iepten
Peiligtumsfahrt, 1923, waren gwangig Prilaten und BVifddfe ugegen, und
ber Papijt lief durd) den Sardinal von Ndln den Pilgern bei der SHlufs
feier den papftliden Segen erteilen. Die genannte Wodjenfdjrift bemerlt
Biergu gemwify riditig: ,Damit ijt die Stellung der Nirdje gur Aadjener Heis
Tigtumafahrt geniigend gefenngeidinet.*” — NReliquien befdhreibt dad Hitralidy
erfdjiencne New Catholic Dictionary, ivie folgt: “An object connected
with a saint. It may be the whole or a part of the saint’s body or some-
thing the saint has touched, e. g., a garment.” Dann Beift e8 Iveiter:
“Buch objects are venerated with the approbation of the Church (Council
of Trent, Sess. XXV).” QJn dem genannten Pafjus Heifst e8: Der Heilige
Sicdhenrat gebietet allen Vifdhdfen, . . . baf fie . . . bic Glaubigen bor allem
iiber bie Filrbitte und Unrufung der Heiligen, die BVerehrung ber Reliquien
und ben redjtmifigen Gebraud) der Vilber forgfiltig unterviditen jollen.”
Die Reliquien werden nadj ivie bor treu berehrt. Ob die Reliquien edt find
ober nidht, darauf fommt 8 jGlieflidh nidht an, tweil ja der Wert ded Glaus
bendalie8 auf der redjien Jntention dbed Werehrenden beruht. So leiftet die
jefuitifche Stafuiftif der Stivde frefflidhe Dienite. J- TR

Catechism Controversy in Sweden.— On this subject the Zutheran
Church Herald writes editorially: “The difficulties arising from the State’s
controlling the Church have been quite apparent for some years in Sweden,
when a Socialist government in 1919 reduced the number of lessons in
religious instruction from six to two lessons a weck and decided that
Luther’s Catechism was to be discarded as a text-book and placed in
museums as a relic and to be treasured as a historical monument of the
past ages. But the church people of Sweden were not satisfied with this
action, and in 1927 more than 350,000 men and women, in an address to
the king, demanded the restoration of the Catechism.

“The small country parish of Bolstad in West Sweden refused to
acknowledge the new regulations, and, without being interfered with, held
to the old course of instruction until 1927. But during 1028 and 1929

the educational authorities withdrew the annual state subsidy of 11,000 .

crowns. A complaint of the parish was rejected. It was fined 24,000 for
having kept faithfully to the Catechism. Thereupon a committee was
formed, representing the whole country, to help the threatened parish
under their brave leader, Propst Engstrim, by contributions and to collect
funds to pay the fine, and any surplus obtained was to be used as a fund
for future needs in this struggle. The increasing agitation among the
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faithful Lutheran circles of Sweden induced the conservative government,
lately gone out of power, after long hesitation, to make the concession
to the friends of the Catechism that a small number of passages from the
Catechism should be lcarned literally if the parishes so desired. Even
this small concession has raised a storm of indignation in the liberal press.
The former Socialist deputy Ryden, in the first days of the riksdag, brought
in a motion for reestablishing his old curriculum of 1919; but, fortunately,
this motion was rejected on the 14th of May. Since then the conservative
government in Sweden has been overthrown for a different reason. What
the new government, which scems to rest on a broader basis, will do in
the matter is still uncertain.

“It appears that the Socialists did not realize that the ‘gun was
loaded,’ and it is hoped that the new government will have sense enough
not to try to rob the Swedish church people of their religious freedom.
The Swedish nation is too cultured and too proud of its liberty to be
treated like Russians. They will rise in their might and defy any ome
tampering with their inalicnable rights.”

One here thinks of the Catechism Controversy in Hanover (Katechis-
musstreit) in the sixties of the past century, although at that time not
Luther’s Catechism, but an explanatory compend formed the object of
dispute. Owing to a strange misapprehension, the conservative populace
at that time resisted the introduction of & conservative school-text designed
to displace a rationalistic product. It was an instance where conservatism
was blind, defeating its own aims,— The issue in Sweden is of a different
nature. While we deplore the unscriptural union of Church and State
in Sweden, we hope that the Lutherans of that country will not be robbed
of that priceless gem, Luther’s Small Catechism. A,

Bilferfricdben und Abriiftungstonferengen. Die ,UA. €. L. K.“ fdhreibt:
»Die Farce mit Villerfricdben und Abriijtungsfonferengen wird faft gur
Grotedte angejid)td der wadfenden Riijtungen ber Entente, bie den fdheufks
lidjften aller Siviege, ben (Gasdfrieg, mit grofen Lufiflotten vorbereiten; e
foll liinfiig aud) die Bivilbevdlferung nidht gefdont twerdben. Die unter
fithrender jozialdemolratijder Mitvirfung angenommenen franzdfijden
Mobilificrungsgefelse fehen die Herangichung bder gefamten Vevillerung
ofne Niidjicht auf Alter und Gefdledit zum altiven Sriegs8bienft bor und
Beben damit die linterfdjeidbung gwifden Stdmpfenden und Nidhtlampfenden
in einem fommenbden Sirieg auf. Die Heimliden und offenen BVorbereitungen
fiic ben fuft= und Gasdfrieg gehen tveiter — alle3, obiwohl eine ber bors
bereitenden Abriiftungsfonferengen 1929 ein Werbot de8 Luftgasdirieges aquss
fprady, in bem die Bertragspariner fidh) gegenjeitig ,ben Gebraud) gejundheitss
fdabdlider, giftiger ober dhnlider Gaje im Strieg, eben bie Werivendung
berartiger Fliifjigleiten, Stoffe ober Sampfedtveijen* und ,dben Gebraud) bon
Batterien ald Sampfmittel’ untexjagten.” 3T,

Stonfordat und Bibelverlanf. Dasd ,CEvangelijfe Dent{dland” bringt
bie folgendbe Mitteilung: ,Der AL[HIuf ded8 Stonfordatd zwijden BVatilan
und italienifhem Staat, der aud) jtarf einfdranlende Weftimmungen fiic
alle nidtlatholijde religiofe Arbeit bradhte, Hat gu einem iiberrafdjenden
fRiidgang der Vibelverbreitung gefilhrt. Die religitfe Unduldbfamleit ridtete
{idh, namentlidh in ben Provingen, aud) gegen bie WVibelfolporteure und ihre
Kitigleit. Wie ftark dbiefe Vetwegung tvar, geigen bdie Jahlen ded Werlaufs.
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Wibrend ber Gefamiverfauf von Wibeln undb Wibelteilen im Jafre 1087
221,982 Detrug und im Jahre 1928 quf 819,884 ftieg, ging er im SNons
forbat8jafr 1929 auf 200,206 guriid. Jnaiwifden find aber die Befdjivers
ben ber Bibelgefelfdaft bei den Stantsbeforben gu ifren Gunijten ents
{djieden worden, und aud) auf Iatholijfer Seite fieht man ein, baf der
Gturmlauf gegen die Bibel cin fdverer Fehler war. E8 ift begeidmend,
bafy jebit givei einflufreidhe Faifholifdie Organifationen eine neue {berfefung
ber WBibel ind Jtalienifdie durdifithren und daf man offen eingefteht, bie
Haltung ber rdmijdjen Sirdje gegeniiber bder Wibelverbreitung milffe ges
dnbert toerden, um die Sdimady gu befeitigen, ,dafy diefe Aufgabe ben Pros
tejtanten allein iiberlajjen tird.“ — Mit der BVerbreitung der Vibel unter
bem Bolf fatholifderfeitds qibt die romijdje Nirdje ihren Stanbpunit, daf
bie Wibel nidjt in bie Hinde der Laien gehort, dburdausd nidt auf. .Die
altung der rémijden Sirdje gegeniiber ber Wibelverbreitung” toicd fidh) nie
dndern. Aber bdie romijdje Pragisd entfdeidet fharf zivifden dem, wad fid
gebort, und bdem, wasd {fidh unter Umiftdnden dulden lift. Die Vibelvers
breitung Iaifolifdericits tvird nur gebuldet. . . M.
Die Iutherifde Kirde in Oftafrifa. Die ,Allg. Co.-Luih. Stirdens
geitung” fdjreibt iiber die Meuordnung der Iuiferijden Miffionslivde in
Oftafrifa dbasd Folgende: ,MNad) monatclangen BVorbereitungen und bor allem
nad) Anhsren der Mifjionare und der cingebornen Gemeinbdevertreter bers
abjdjiedete bad ertveiterte Stollegium der Leipziger: Mifjion in feiner lepten
Marzjigung die erjte Kirdjenverfaffung fiic die cvangelifd-Tutherifde Nirde
in Ojtafrifa. Yuf Grund bdicfer Vexfafjung tvicd dasd gefamte SNirdjengebiet
in bier Sivdjentreije eingeteilt, beren Bexiveter i) jahrlidh einmal gu einem
Streidlirdjentag berfanuneln, wibrend alle zwei Jahre cin Sicchentag ftatts
finden foll. Diefer tagt unter dem BVorfipy ded8 Mifjionsfeniors und Iird
bie @efamileit der auf dem Mijjionsgebicte titigen tveifjen und jdivarzen
Mifjionsarbeiter gu Veratungen und Vejdliiflen vereinigen. €3 barf wobl
gebofit twerben, daf fid) dieje crjte Stirdjenverfajjung fiir dad aufbliifende
Leben unferer oftafrifanijden Gemeinden, denen jid) allein im bergangenen
Qabre nidjt weniger als 3,000 Heiden dburd) die Taufe angefdlofjen Haben,
nidgt al8 eine Hemmung, jondern alé fegensreidge Forderung ausivirfen
wird.” €8 findb ganz mwunbderbare Erfolge, die die WMifjion in Afrila an fo
mandjen Orten geitigt. [n biefem dunleljten aller Léimber ift e filrvahe
lidjt gelworden, feitbem dbad Gvangelium borthin gefommen ijt. . T2,
Modernism Repudiated by Hindu Christians. — At least not all
Hindu Christians are satisfied with the modernistic type of missionary,
who carries infidelity to them under the name of Christinn missions. The
Sunday-school Times writes: “The export of tainted theology to India is
not altogether relished by Hindu Christians. A year or more ago pastors
and leaders of Hindu Christian churches of Madras met in conference to
protest against the unbelief that is being injected into the churches from
abroad. They passed resolutions against the coming to India of mission-
aries who deny miracles, the miraculous birth of the Son of God, and His
expiatory death, also against teachers who hold unsound views and are
imparting them to children in mission-schools. They requested the Chris-
tian Literature Society of India not to print books and pamphlets in which
such views are embodied, but, in their stead, literature containing the
fundamental teachings of the great believers in Scripture from the begin-
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ning of Christianity. They urged ‘that candidates who have lost their
heritage of the ancient faith by studying in the present-day theological
seminaries should not be admitted to the ministry and that clergymen and
others who are stendfast in the ancient faith should establish Bible classes
in every congregation and train children and young men in the belief of the
Holy Bceriptures.’ This was signed by Mr. S. Balasingam Satya, M. A.,
B.L., chairman, and ten other Hindu laymen and ministers.” J.T.M.
®ie Berbreifung der Suafelifprade in Afrila. Wir lefen in einer
Ynzeige bed von ber Wiirttembergijdhen Wibelanjtalt Herausgegebenen Neuen
Teftamentd in der Suafelijpradie u. a. folgendes: ,.Die deutfden ebans
gelifdgen Mifjionen Oftafrilad Haben {id) unter Fiihrung der Berliner Miffion
au ciner Tat fiic Afrila gufammengejdlofjen, die gu dbem Wertvollften ges
hort, twad mic alten Afrifaner fiic unjexr UAfrita iiberhaupt tun Ionnen:
man Hat fidh bexeinigt, ein {don bor dem Striege begonmened Wer! zum
AbjhIug gu bringen, némlid) cine neue fiberfepung de8 Neuen FTejtaments
in der Suabelifprade Herauszugeben, tvobei tvir verfudit Haben den Afri-
Ianern ein Ufrifaner gu werden. Diefe fiberjepung ijt dedivegen fo iibers
aus toiditig, toeil dbad Suabeli {idh) mit clementarer, unaujhaltjamer Gemalt
ba3 gange tropifdie Afrita gu erobern im Vegriffe ift. €38 volzieht fidh) Hier
bor unjern jtaunenden Augen ein Spradienivunder, i die Gefdjidhte nod
fein3 gefehen Bat. ©uabeli, nod) bor bdreifig ahren dben grofen Willern
Quuerafrifad fajt unbefannt, twird Heute in der englifdien Senbha-Stolonie
und Hganda, in unjerm alten Deut{d)-Oftafrifa, dbem Heutigen Tanganyika
Territory, in dem portugicfijen Mojambif, im britijden Bentralafrila nebjt
Nyajjaland 1umd in demt gangen Weften de3 Dbelgifdien Stongo gefprodjen.
Oeute {don Gat €3 aud) dben mittleren Stongo erobert; in abfehbarer Jeit
ird ¢8 aud) an dber Miindung ded Slongo an den Kiijten ded Atlantijdien
Ogeansd gefproden twerden. Nad) vorfidtiger Scdyiibung betrdgt Heute die
Babhl ber ded Suaheli maditigen Afrilaner ettva gwangig Millionen, und
man fann fagen, daf fie nod) taglid) auf unabfehbare Beit hinaus twdidit.
WBei dicfer Lage der Dinge ift aud) nod) ba8 gu bedenfen, daf Heute dad
gedbrudie Wort aud) in Afrifa unendlid) viel weiter reidit ald dad gejprodjene.
Ufrila Bungert nad) afrifanijden Jeitidrifien und Biidern. . . . DeStvegen
Batten {id) bie deutidhen cvangelijdien Mijfionen Ojtafrilad fdon bor dbemt
Striege bor bic Noitvenbigleit geftellt gefefen, eine neue Sunheli-Nberfebung
mwenigjtens bed Neuen Tejtamentd zu {daffen, und den Werliner Mifjionar
Stlamroth) in Dar ¢3 Salaam mit diefer Arbeit betrant. Stlamroih fonnte
biefe YUrbeit im Striege nod) vollenden, aber, weil ein Bujemmenarbeiten
mit anbern unmaglid) twar, nidt abjdlicken, da er jelbjt dbann aud) nod)
ein Opfer bes Sirieges getvorden ift. Durd) bejonbers giitige Fiigungen Hat
unjer ®ott die Arbeit Stlamrothd bor dem lntexgang in ben Wirren bes
Serieged belvabrt. UIB tir fie 1925 bruden lafjen tvollten, jtellte jich jebodh
bic Notmwenbdigleit einer nodymaligen Vearbeitung in Ojtafrila ald uns
umganglidh) Heraus. Dedtvegen fandte mich die Verliner Mifjion im Friths
jabr 1826 au biefem Bwede nad) Ojtafrila hinaus. Meine erjte Aufgabe
ar e3, mir an ber Stiijte fvie bor allem im JYnland geeigneite Mitarbeiter
moglidhjt unter ben geforberten Eingebornen gu fuden. Daf Gott jie und
gejdentt Bat, dafiix fonnen wir gar nidt danlbar genug fein, gumal ed
ausnafjmslos Manner twaren, die, jeder in feiner Art, dyriftlidhe Eharattere
find. &iec haben in allen ftrittigen Fragen jtet3 das entfdjeidende Wort

Published by Scholarly Resources from Concordia Seminary, 1930 29

——————



712 Concordia TheBlegi®éNenthhgivektikd1930], Iss. 1, Art. 87

g fpredjen gefabt, und das twar nidt felten ber Fall; denn ed gab einen
Barten Stampf mit cinigen dlteren Miffionaren, die an bad alte arabifde
Gualeli {id getvdhnt Hatten und moglicdhft viel babon in bdie neue ﬁhafttlml
Biniiberretten twollten, wiihrend id) rabifal mit ben alten arabifd-islamitis
fdjen Wegeidnungen filr ausgefproden djrijtlide Gebanfen breden Inom!-
alfo bas Biel verfolgte, dad Suabeli durd) die Entarabifierung getviffers
mafen wicder gu afrifanificren. Die mitarbeitenden Eingebornen Gaben fidy
familid) auf die Seite ber Gegner ded alten arabifdjen Sualeli geftellt, und
ibrer verjtinbdigen und fleifigen Mitarbeit Haben wir e8 nadift Gott gu
banfen, baf ausd all dem Geifen Ringen cine liberfeung Gervorgegangen ift,
durdy bie nidht mehr der die Wahrheit verfalfhende idlamitijde Seift, fons
dern der Gleift unjers HErn tweht, der alled neu madt. Jit 8 aud) nidit
in jedem eingelnen Falle gelungen, die arabifden Worte durd) edit afrilas
nifde gu erfessen, fo ijt doc) der eingejdhlagene Weg, den fGon Slamroth,
wenn audy etioad zaghaft, betreten Hatte, fidjer ber ridjtige; denn er erldft
unfer afrilanifdges Chrijtenvolf aud bder unheilvollen Gebunbenfeit an bie
islamitijde Gedanfentvelt. So erlldrie mir ber jdhivarze P. Martin Ganifya
in Dar e8 Salaam nad) dem Lejen der neuen fiberfejung ded Romerbriefs:
»Jebt erft fange i) an gu verjtehen, was Paulus und gu fagen Hat.! ©o
Bat toobl der Verliner Profejjor Weftermann redit, wenn er in biefer Nbers
fefung cinen wefentliden Fortidhritt unjers Dienjtes an Afrila fieht. et
bie ftberfepung im cingelnen aud tveit fiber Silamroth Ginaus, fo mweidjt fie
bod) nirgends8 von bem bon ihm getviefencn Wege ab und Gat jo bas Stlams
rothiie Grbe, wenn ed duferlidh aud) cine wefentlid) verdinderte Geftalt
ethalten Gat, nur filx die neue Beit, dic in Afrila angebrodjen ift, nupbar
und frudibringend gemadt.” . B,

o>

Book Review.— Literatur.

Biblia Hebraica, adjuvantibus A. Alt, G. Beer, J. A. Bewer, F. Bukl,
J. Hempel, F. Horst, M. Lochr, O. Procksch, G. Quell, W. Rudolph,
cooperante A. Sperber, edidit Rud. Kittel. Textum Masoreticum
curavit P. Kahle. pbnn =mp, Liber Psalmorum, pracparavit F. Buhl.

* Editio tertin, denuo claborata. $Privilegierte Wilrttembergifche Bibel:
anftalt, Stuttgart. 1930. 127 Seiten 614 X9%.

Diesd ift nun fdhon cin weiteres Heft in dber vorjilglidhen Uusgabe der Hebriis
fhen Bibel von Rittel. Wir Idnnen nur twiederholen, wad toir in dicfer Jeitjdrift
in ber Mainummer, S. 892, {dhon gefagt Haben. G5 ift bie fdhdnfte und befte
bebriiifche Bibel, bie auf dem Marlt ift, und obwohl ber BVegrilnder und Leiter
bes Unternehmens, Prof. Dr. Mud. Kittel, am 20. Ottober 1929 geftorben ift (fiehe
Februarnummer biefer Jeit{dyrift, S. 158), o wird bodh die Urbeit ohne Stdrung
undb unndtigen Uufenthalt vorwdrtsgehen. Rittel Hatte die Drudlegqung biefes
eftes bis jur Halfte durdgefilhrt; fitr den Neft ded Hefted Hat Ul die Gejdhifte
be8 Herausqebers iibernommen. Der Vearbeiter diefed Teild der Plalmen ift ber
belannte Hebraift F. Bubl, frilher in Qeipzig, feht in Kopenhagen, ber Herausgeber
ber neueren Wusgaben bes Hebrdijden Worterbud)s von Gefenius. Man muf die
Defte genau anfehen und gebrauden, um eine Vorftellung von ber egalten Kieins
atbeit, bie eben bei einer Hebrdifhen Bibel nbtig und unvermeidlidy ift, su bes
fommen. Q. Flicbringer.
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