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CHAPTER I
INTRODUCTION
Objectives of the Study

The HMessianic hope of the 0ld Testament is the focal
point of the theclogy of the 014 Testement. MNessianic
prophecy is the lkey which opens the door to the understand=
ing of the history, religion and theology of the 0ld Testa-
ment. HMessilanie prophecy deals with the fact of sin, of
man's separation from God through sin, of man's need for
redemption from sin, of the divine Saviour promised by God
who redeemed mam from sin. Israel as a nation was chosen
fo be the bearer of God's promise of redemption. This
thesis endeavors to determine the content, character and
particular emphesis of the Messianie hope of the post-
exiliec prophets: Haggel, Zechariah and Malachi.

Messianic prophecy has its origin in the divine rev=-
elation of the 0ld Testaments It is not the product of the
religious and historical experiences of Israel. Some schol=-
ars have contended that the Messianic hope originated in the
post=exilic period. Against such a view of the kessianic
hope Edersheim says:

If the lMessianic hope ha;i sprung up during or immed-

lately after the exile we should scarcely have expected

it to cluster round the House of David, nor to centre

in the "Son of David."™ For nothing is more marked than
the decadence and almost disappearance of the House of

David in that period . o « the descendants of the Davidie




|
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house seem in great measure to have become lost in the |
mass of the people. Throughout the 0ld Testament
Davidic descent 1s always the most prominent element
in all Messlanic plotures, while in later writings
it recedes into the background, as someth in the
long past which must be brought forth amewe.
Edersheim further states that there is no trace of the
growth or origin of the Measianiec hope in the history and
literature during the time of the Exile.2 The viewpoint
that the desire for a Messiah was exilic and post-exilic
and that passeges in the pre-exilic prophets which speak
conderning the Mesagiah wers later additions is now univer-
sally discerded.®
This study of the lesslanlc hope of the post-exilic
prophets has reached the conclusion that the concept of the
liessiah according to the post-exilie prophets is essentially
the same as that found in the earlier writings of the 014
Testament: +the Pentateuch, the historical books and the
literary prophets prior %o and during the Exile. In dealing
with the persom of the liessieh the post-exilic prophets speak
both of His humaen nature, of His descent from the House of
Pavid and of His unique relationship to Yahweh which reveals
His divine origin and equality with Gode They view the coming

of the lMessiaeh for judgment and redemption 23 one event which

J'Alfred Edersheim, Prophecy and History in Relation to
the Messiah (London: Longmans, Green and Eo., 1885), Pe 17e

2Ibido. Ppe 14 £

SPaul Heinisch, Theology of the 0ld Testsment (College-
ville, Minnesotas: The Liturgical Press, 1960), pe 327.
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is in accordance with the prophetic perspective of the entire
0ld Testament. The prophetic perspactive views several events
as 1f they were taking place at the ssme time while in reality
there may be a time element involved betweon each event as
they oscur. The post-exilic prophets foresee the Messiah as
8 Shepherd who has been rejected by His own people. They
view His suffering and death as an atomement for sin although
they do not explicitly state the manner of His deathe. The
lessiah bears the double office of priest and kinge The
Messlah is the agent of Yshweh who establishes the Kingdom of
Gods The lessianic age or kingdom is ifdentified with the
Kingdom of Gods. In the Messianic age the Kingdom of God £ills
the whoie earth and brings sbout the conversion of the Gentile
nations. 7The postesxilic prophets express an intense and
immediate expectation of the Messiah and His kingdom.

The Limitations of the Study

This study of the lieasianic hope of the post-exilic
Prophets is based on the massoretic text of the 0ld Testament

with dus regard to the Greek of the Septuagint and to the

New 'l'eetamanﬁ guotations of the Messianic prophecies of the
post-exiliic prophets. For the traditional views of Judaism
on the liessianic hope the works of 'cohen, Greenstons, Baron,

Hengstenberg and the Jewish Encyolcpsdia were consulted.

Various Protestant views are represented by Oshler, Rielm,
_Edersheim, Orelli, Briggus, Kell, Delitzsch, Hengatenberg and
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Young. Hoinisch represeats the Roman Catholie approach
to the Measslanic hopee In order to understand the Messi-
aniec hope of the poat-exilic prophets we shall begia by
studying the origin and development of Messianic prophecy
in the 014 Testament prior to the post-exilic period.




CHAPTER II
MESSIANIC PROPHECY IN GENRERAL
The Pefinition and Significance of the Term Messiah

What 1s the meaning of the terms Messiah and Messianic?
B p “-“Qia a passive verbal noun which is derived from the
verb T\' LLI 'IQ which means to spread over, to anoint with
o) (Exodus 29125 Levitious 2:4; 7:12)e In the 014 Testa-
ment to anoint occurs in connection with the sacred rite of
ineuguration and consecration to an office or for a function.
Asron end the priests were consecrated to their office by
the enointing with oil (Exodus 28:413 30:303 40:15; Leviticus
4:5, 16)e Kings were anointed as a sign of their having been
set apart for their office (1 Samuel 9:16; 10:1; 16:13). The
prophets also were anointed (1 Kings 19:16; Isaiah 61:1).
n L_l_l Yaleo occurs in connection with the comsecration of
:lnan:lmai-;: objects which were set aside for sacred purposes
(Genesis 28:18; 31:15; Exodus 29:36)e The tabernacle, the
ark, the table and the various vessels employed in the cultic
worship of the Pentateuch were anointed (Exodus 30:26-28).
The terms lMessiah and kesslanic as related to the divine

1w:l.l:l.:I.s Judson Beecher, The Prophets and the Promise
(New York: Thomas Y. Crowell Company, 1905), Pe 290
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Deliverer are derived from Psalm 2:2 and Daniel 9:25, 26.
The promised Messiesh is presented as one whom God enoints
with His Spirit (Psalm 45373 Isaiah 11:8).

The Listinction Between the Terms Messianic Predictionms,
iiesalanic Prophecy and liessianic Toctrine

The iessianic hope includes such elements as predictions,
prophecies and doctrine or theology concerning the person and
vwork of the lessiah and the Messianic kingdom as found in the
01d Teatament.s The Messisnic predictions deal with specific
faots concerning the Messiah such as the place of His birth
(Hicah &:2), His entry into Jerusalem on & donkey (Zechariah
9:9), His buri=l in e rich men's grave (Isaish 53:19)e They
deal with individusl detalls concerning the Messiah. Messi-
anic prophecies relate more specifically with the relation-
ship of the iessish to the plan of salvation revealed by God.
Delitzsch says:

liessianic prophecies in the most common acceptation of

the term, are such as connect the hope of salvation and

the glory of God's people with an ideal king, who orig-
inating in Isrsel is to rule the world.%

Messianic prophecy, therefore, is generally understood

to mean all the 01d Testament promises which refer to the com-

2E.. Wo Hengstenberg, Christology of the Old Testament
(Edinburgh: T. and T. Clark, 1864), 1V, 200.

SIbid., pp. 175 £.

‘Prans Delitzsch, liessianic Prophecies, translated by
Samuel Ives Curtiss (Edinburgh: T. and T. Clark, 1880), p. 1.
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sumation of God's purposes for Israel and the world.
Finally, liessianic doctrine is the comprehensive view or
theology of en individual book or of the entire cemon of
the 0ld Testament concerning the Messish. All three ele-
ments will be treated in the study of the Messianic hope of
the post-exilic propheta.

Messianic Prophecy in the Viider and Narrower Sense

liessianic prophecy is used both in a wider and a nar=
rower sense. Tho wider includes all that relates to the
consumation and perfection of the Kingdom of God, the ful=-
fillment of the covenant promises of God to Israel.® The
narrower deals with the royal figure in the perfect con=-
dition of the Kingdom.6 The post=exlilic prophsts contain
Hesslanic prophecies in both the wider and the narrower
sense. To the former group belong such passages as Haggal
216-95 Zecharilah 2:10-133 538-103 13:1, and to the latter
such passages as Zecharish 9:9-113 Malachi 3:1-6 where the
royal figure of the liessiah and the divine Deliverer appears
directly. Neither type of kessianic prophecy may be excluded
from a study of the Messianic hope of the post-exiliec prophets.
VYon Orelli sayss

[+
Edward Riehmn, Messianlc Prophec II Edition, trans-
lated from the GermeR by LEWTs Te HuIihoad (Edinbuighs
To and T. Glark, 1891), ppe 16 fo
albiﬂo

>
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After the Babylonian exile Messianic prophecy revives

both in a narrower and a broader sense. Haggai

Zechariah at first had in view the rebuilding of the

Temple as the place where Yahweh would reveal himself

wore sublimely than ever before. But this future rev~

elation of the invisible God cam not be separated from
the elevation of the House of David (Hag. 2:20 sqge.),

nor from the appearance of the 'sprout® of this race .

which aspringing from such small beginnings, 1s t0 com-

Plete the divine structure on Zion and unite the royal

with the prieatly dignity for the blessing of his

People (Zescharieh).7?

The fundamental and principle idea of the religion of
the 01ld Testament 1s the covenant which Yahweh entered with
' Israsl (Exodus 9:5-6), If Israel would obey %he voice of

Yahweh and keep the covenant, she would be exalted above all
nations and become a kingdom of priests unto Yahweh. The
Covenant is based on Isracl’s divine deliverance from Egypt
and reception of the Law at lount Sinai (Exodus 6:2-8).
Israel broke the covenant relationship through her discbe-
dience to the Law {(Exodus 31:7-10)s Yahweh, however, is not
only 2 God of holiness but & God of mercy and grace, a God
who forgives iniquity and transgression (Exodus 34:5-9).
God's Intention in establishing the covenant was not to be
frustrated, for God would establish a new covenant with
Israel and remember her sin nc more (Jeremish 31:31=34).
Throughout tha 0ld Testament,; end notably in Isalah, God has

revealed Himself as the Redeemer from sin (Isaiah 59:20-21}

"cmu von Orelli, "Messiah," The New Schaff=-Herzo
Encyclopedla of Religious Inowlﬁi.gg. edited oy Samuel

Hac a:EIor Jackson and George am Gilmore (Grand Rapids,
Micbigsn: Baker Book House, 1950), VII, 524.




e

]
62:11-12; 63:7-12). The redemption of Israel by Yahwsh runs
Parallel with the salvation which the Messiah will bring
(Isalah 9:6-7; 11:1-10; Ezekiel 34:23-24; Zechariesh 9:9=-11).

A General Survey of Messianiec Prophecy in the 01d Teatament
up to the Time of the Post-Exille Prophets

Some have objected to the belief in the existence of
Hessianic prophecies in the 014 Testament. Hengstenberg

ataten:

The question of primary importance here is whether there
&re really any lieassianic prophecies in the 0. T.
Schleiermacher aenswers this in the negative. He found
nothing but indefinite presentiments, utterances of a
subjective conasciousness of the need of Redemptions o o o

‘The fact remains that the Jewish and Christian traditions
have always accepted the existence of Messienic prophecies in
the 014 Teatament. For the traditional view of Judaism
Greenstone writes:

The belief in the coming of the Messiah, the treasured

hope of the Jew through-out all the centuries of misery

and persecution, is regarded by most Jewish thinkers as
a dogma of Judaism. Some of them, indeed, would not make
this belief essential to Judaiasim. They consider it merxe-
1y as a '"branch' or corallary to others more important

but almost all agree that the bellief in the coming of a
Messiah is an important feature of Judaism.®

Such authoritative Jewish commentators as Aben Ezra, Rashi,
Kimchi and Aberbanel ere unanimous in the view that a peracnal

Bﬂengstenberg. ope. olt., p. 266.

9
Julius H. Greenstone, The Messish Idea in Jewish His~-
%ﬁ) (Philadelphia: The Jewish Publlication Society of America,
] PP- 8 f.
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Messiah 1s teught through-out the entire 0ld Testament Sorip-
tures. 19 me 1dea of a personal Messiah according to the Jew-
1!?1 Enoyclopedia is the natural outcome of the prophetic
future hopeou There can be no gquestion about the New Testa~-
ment's view concerning the existence of Messianic prophecies
in the 014 Testament. The New Testament presents the life
and death of Jesus Christ as the fuifillment of the lessianioc
hope (Matthew 1:22-23; 26:563 Mark 1:11-3; Acts 13332-37;
Romens 1:1-8),

Vle turn next to the consideration of the origin and de-
Velopment of the Messianic hope in the 0ld Testament.
Delitzsch states the position of the traditional Protestant
Views when he points to the proto-evengelium in Genesis 3:15
by which the kediator of salvation is made lmc'nln for the first
time in the Old Testament.l® The proto-evangelium gives the
promise of the Seed of the woman, who is the congueror of
oevil in mankind. This is Messianiec prophecy in the wider
8ense, since the royal figure of the liessiah is not expliscit-
1y reforred to in this passage. The book of Revelation refers
to this prophecy of the Seed of the woman and the emmity be-
téeen the Vioman's Seed and the serpent (Revelation 12:1=17).

100ev1d Baron, Rays of NMesslsh's Glory (Grand Rapids,
Michigan: Zondervan PESI!.EEIng House, Iﬁ). ppe 19 £

uuoua- Buttenwieser, "Messiah," The Jewish Encyclopedia,
edited by Isidore Singer (New York and ns an
Wagnalls Company, 1907), VIII, 506.

laDol:I.tzseh. Ope cit., po 26,
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The Seed of the woman is the instrument of God to restore
the harmony in creatiom disrupted by sin and to reconcile
God and men. The proto-evangelium is the only Messianic
Prophesy which the Pentateuch has preserved from the reve
elations which God gave to the ante=-diluvian world.1®
The Hediator of saivation is next made known as the Seed of
the Patriarchs, who is the One in whom all the nations of
the world would be blessed (Genesis 9:26-27; £2:16-18).
Judah is the tribe designated as the one from which the
Messiah would descend (Genesis 49:18-12)s In the Mosaic age
the prophet Balaem apeaks of a "Star out of Jacob and a
Sceptre that shall rise out of Israel that shall have do-
minion" (Numbers 24:17-19). Here the royal figure of the
kessiah is clearly depicted. Hoses speaks of the prophet
like unto himself (Deuteronomy 18:16-19)e. The prophetioc
office of the Messiash ia revealed. Briggs relates the
ebove mentioned prophecies to the proto~evengelium and
states that they are all of one common type of prophecye
He writes:

They are generic in character, for they represent

the future redemption as coming in the 3eed of the

woman, the Seed of Abraham, the tribe of Judah. They

tnatviduey Meseish i vew implictely invoivedeid

We turn now to the Messianic hope in the Pavidie period.

lscharles Augustus Briggs, Messianic Prophesy (New York:
Charles Seribner's Sons, 1891), Pe 77. =a
14

Ibid., p. 1l1l.
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The period of the Judges does not contain eny new progression
of the Messianie idea. Briggs points out three reasons why
the period of the Judges was not adapted for the development
of the lessianic hops. In the first place, there was the
failure to drive out the Canmanites from the Promised Land
sccording to God's command; secondly, the people of Israsl
allowed their religious 1ife to be sorrupted by the influence
of the people of the lande Finally, the Mosaiec ideal as con~
tained in the Pentateuch was not realized.l® The above view
does not state that the Messianie hope is a product of the
historical and religilous experiences of Israel but the reasons
why God did not make any further revelations to Israel. The
Kessianic idsa in the Davidic period is based upon God's coves
nant with David {2 Samuel 7:11-16; 1 Chronicles 17:10-14). In
the covenant with David God gave His pledge of assurance that
the House of David would continue forever. The covenant in-
oluded the ersction of the House of Yehweh, the Temple which
the Seed of Lavid should builde There is a clear reference to
the exaltation of the Seed of David to the rank of sonship with
Gode Ochler points out that the choice of the House of David
forms the foundation of the Messianic idea in its stricter
sense, that the covenant with David 1s the starting point for
the more definite form of the Messianic 1des.2® Tme royal

lsrbidtg De i2l.

18Gust. Fr. Oshler, Theology of the Old Testament, trans-
18502 by Sophia Taylor ( urghi T. and Te rk, 6), II,
@
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figure of the Messiah appoars fraquently in the Psalma
(Psadms 2, 45, 72, 110)e It is OGressmann'a contention
that here is precisely where the Mesailanie hope began, that
the Hesalah s conceived of in torms of political aspirations
on the part of Israsl. He says:

Von hiser aus ergibt sich auch die Ummoglichkeit, den

Hesiasglaubgn bis in die mosalsche Zelt suruckzuda-

tieron, » oFir dlese These fehlt es nicht nur an dus-

zZeren Zeugnissen, sondern auch an der inneren VWahr-
acheinliichkeit. TDenn erstens ist der Messlas vom

Konig und vom Hofstil nicht zu trennen; solange Israel

kein RKonigtum besasz und keinen Hofstil kannte, kommte

©8 auch ksinen Messias erwarten.

This onssided view of Messlanic prophecy overlooks the
wider sense of the idessianic hope and of the need of deliver-
ance from sin which is clearly stated in Gemesis 3:16. The
Messianic king 1= known in the pre-mosaic time (Genesis 49:10).
Balaam speaks of the future royal Deliverer in the Mosaic age
(Numbers 24:17-19). From David’s time on the roysl figure of
the king becomes a type of the promised Hessish. David him-
8elf becomes the ideal type of the future king who shall bring
salvation (Jeremiah 33:15~17; Ezekiel 34:33-24).

We now touch briefly upon Messianic ideas of the liter-
ary prophets up %0 the time of the return from the Babylonian
captivity. Amos prophesied the rebuilding of the ruined tab~-
érnacle of David (Amos 9:11-12). Hosea declares that in the
latter days the children of Isrsel shall seek the Lord their

God and Cavid their king (Hosea 3:4-5). Isaiah speaks of the

L/
1'1!1:30 Gressmenn, Der Kessiss (Goettingen: Vandenhoeck
and Ruprecht, 1929), pe .
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everlasting reign of the Messiah (Isalsh 9:6-7), of His
descent from Jecse (Isaish 1131), of His work as the Servant
of the Lord {Isaish 42:1-7), of His suffering as an explatory
sacrifice for ain {(Isaileh 52:113-53:12)¢ MNicsh spesks of the |
Mosuiah as the Ruler from Bethlehem whose goings forth have
been from eternity (Micah 5:2). In Jeremiah the Messiah 1s
described as the Righteous Branch (Jeremiah 33:14-22).
Ezekiel beholds the Messziah as the Shepherd of His people
(Esekiel 34:11-313 37:21-28)e The prophet Daniel in a vision
sees the Kessieh as the Son of man coming with the clouds
of heaven and appsaring before the Ancient of days and to the
Messlah was given an everlasting kingdom (Daniel 7:13-14).
The death of the Messiah is also foretold by Danisl (Daniel
9:24-27)s The prophets apeak both of the suffering and glory
of the liessiah, of His death &s an etonement for sin, and of
His victory and salvatione We sse unfolded before us the
progresaion of God's plan of salvation as revealed throughout
the 01d Testamente Riehm summarizes it thuss

Messianic prophecy is to be regarded as being in its main

features the orgenic development of germs which the 014

e R R

They contain no new features which cannot be shown to

stend in some sort of organ:.e or genetic connexion with
those already existing.l

18zsvard Riehm, op. gite, po 121.
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The Historicel Character of iliessianiec Prophecy

Measlanic prophecy is an ideal in contrast to the mis-
ery and wretched character of the present condition. The
full meaning of the Messianic hope unfolds itself more and
more from Genesis to the post-exilie p:-opheta.“ The ideal
points forward to the establishment of the Kingdom of-God
by the Messish. We cannot separate the development and un-
folding of the Meassianie ideal from the historical condi-
tioning and preparation of it. The prophets who uttered
the discourses concerning the Messiah viewed Him and the
Messianic age in terms of the historical and political sit-
vations of the times.Z? Although there is essentially only
one lMessianic hope, each individual prophet differs from
the other in the details which they present. This aspect
of Messianic prophecy is stated by Riehms

The details of the picture, howevelr', vary very consid-

erably with the times and with the prophets. At one

time the prominent feature in the Messianic delinesa~-
tion is external, earthly prosperity - the power and
preostige of the people of God, security against ene-
mies, the wonderful fruitfulness of the holy land,
etc.3 at another, prominence is given to spiritual
salvation - the forgiveneas of sins, the ethico-
religious remewal of the people by the outpouring of
the Spirit of CGod, the intimate communion of life and

love which every individual will enjoy with Gode Im

one place the blessing is promised exclusively - to

Israel alonej in another the promise 4s universal =
to all people.Zi

]'gcharles Augustus Briggs, Op» mo. Pe 63

®Ozaward Riehm, ope eit., pe 125
th:l.d-. Prs 126 f£.

]
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That Messianic utterances were influenced by the
times and political situations can be seen from the fol-
lowing examples. In the seventh chapter of Isalah, Ahasz,
king of Judah, we are told, sought an alliance with Assyrie
against the threatening alliance of Rezin, the king of Syria
and Pekah, king of Israeles This is lmown in history as the
Syro=-Ephramitic War which took place in 735-732.B.C. Yahweh
sent the prophet Isaiah to Ahas to assure him that the
combined efforts of Syria and Israel to dethrone Ahaz would
falle The prophet gives e sign as a pledge of Yahweh's
faithfulness to His worde. It is the sign of the miraculous
birth of Immanuel from a virgin. In the name of the child,
Imenuel, was the pledge that Yahweh would ever be with His
people to save theme

The Messianic hope is conditioned by the political sit-
uation. The prophet Obedish pronounces judgment on Edom be-
cause of her emmity to Israele. When Jerusalem was plundered
the Edomites rejoiced over the destruction of Judah. Yet,
out of this catestrophe Obadiah pronounces that there shall
be deliverance upon Mount Zion and the kingdom shall be the
Lord's (Obadiah 17-21). The prophet Daniel sees four world
empires, Babylon, Medo-Persia, Greece and Rome, in their
struggle for world conquest £inally passing into oblivion
when the Kingdom of God is established (Daniel 2:36-45).
Hicah speaks of the Hessiah as the man who shall be the
peace when the Assyrian shall come into the land (Micah 5:5).
From a human standpoint this variety among the prophets in
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their presentation of the Messianic hops may be due Zn part
to their mental peculiarities as individuals, to their par-
ticular religilous emphases or :I.ns:l.gl'.lt-.ma :

The unfolding and progression of Messianic prophecy
éprears to reflect two different elements. There is the
ideal element free from the local and historical faotors
of the present situation ia whioh the prophet found himself.
Thers iz also the more conorete and historical element relatsd
to the political situations of the times.2> The ideal element
is fre0 from the local, the temporal and oircumstential ele-
ments in prophecy and is related to the fundamenial ideas of
the 014 Testament revealed by Yahweh as essential and basie
to the true religion. The concrete amd historical element
is roo%ed in the prophet's acqueintance with the political
and historical circumstances of the present and of his own
perceptions and experience. W%When the oircumstances of the
time changed, the details and general features of the Messian~-
ic hope appear in a different form. . Haggai's conception of
the Messianic age was closely related to the glorification of
the temple rebuilt by Zerubbabel and Joshua. Zechariah speaks
of the temple which the Messiah himself shall build and ad=-
vances from the conerete to the ideal. Regarding the differ-
ences in the circumstances of the time and how this affected

the presentation of the Messianic hope, we turn to the prophets

221514, , po 127.
2

SIbid-, Pe 139
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Zoghariah and Malachi. Zecheriah bids the returning exiles
to re joice because their King is coming who will speak peace
to the hesthen and sstablish universal peace in the world
{Zecharieh 9:9-11). Malachi beholds the apostasy of the
established sommunity. He, therefore, sees the advent of
the Messian as an execution of God's judgment upon Israel
for her sin and apostasy (Malachi 2:17; 331=6).

An in the case of the seventh chapter of Isaiah we
8%¢ how the prophets do not always distinguish between the
lmpending future of God's Kingdom and its £inal goal in the
completed redemption but combines them as a single evente
This rajses the quaestion of ths prophetic perspsctive in
relation to timoe. Heinisch states that the prophets do not
Present oventzs in historical order but place the future
either alongside or before the present or intersperse present
and future events without any regard for actual aequenoe.a“
The prophet Haggal connects the return from the Exile with
the advent of the Hessianic kingdom (Haggai 2:6-9). The proph-
et Zechariah links the two together also (Zechariah 236-13).
This prophetic perspective is carried over into the New Teata-
ment and especially in the ministry of John the Baptist
(Matthew 3:11-12).

M.Pnul Heinisech, Theology of the 0ld Testament (College-
ville, Minnesote: The Liturgical Press, 1960), p. 299.
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CHAPTER IIX

THE HISTORICAL BACKGROUND OF THE POST-EXILIC PROPHETS

The Exile

For a clear understanding of the Messianic hope of the
Post=exilic prophets it will be necessary to review the his-
torical background beginning with the Exile. The year 612
BoCo marks the fall of Nineveh and the decline of the
Assyrian empire and the rise of the Neo-Babylonian empire.
The only historical source material for the period of thg
Exile and for the conditions of that time 1s found in the
books of Jeremiah, Ezekiel and Isaishel The books of Kings
Tecord the aiege of Jerusalem by Nebuchadnezzar, king of
Babylon, when Jehoiachin was king (2 Kings 24710-13). The
Second book of Kings records only two deportations. The
first occurred when Jehoiachin surrendered to Nebuchadnezzar
(2 Kings 24:14-16). The second deportation is recorded as
having teken place in the time of Zedekish (2 Kings 2531-11).
The books of Chronicles make mention of only one deportation
(2 Chronicies 36:11-20)s The prophet Jeremish, however, .
distinctly mentions three deportations (Jeremiah 52:28 f£.).
In the book of Daniel we find that in the third yesr of

6. von Orelli, "Fall of Jorusalem and the Exile,"

The New Schaff-Herszog Encyclopedia of Religious EKnowledge,

edited by Samuel Hacauley -,“E”n and George willlam

3%11::2? (Grand Rapids, kichigan: Baker Book House, 1950),
» ®
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Jeholakim’s reign some Jewish youths of the royal femily {
and other noble families were carried to Babylon (Daniel
:1=-3),
The situation mey be summed up as follows: Early in
606 BoC. lebuchadnezzar msde his f£irst invesion in the
third year of Jenolakim.® In the summer of 606 BeCo
lisbuchaénezzer conquered Jerusalem in his first essociate
yoar and in the fourth year of Jehoiakim.® fThe first gen~=
eral deportetion took place in the spring of 598 B.Co%
Late in 588 B.C. the second general deportation occurred.®
The finel siege of the city and the destruction of the temple
efter the city was captured occurred in 586 Be0.® In the
ninth year of his reign Zedekish made an alliasnce with the
Fherach of Egypt, Hophra, to break the Babylonian yoke. The
Babylonisns, however, defeated the Egyptiens and carried
avay into captivity the king and those of social rank and
nobility." Gedalish was appointed governor and made his
residence in liszpsh but he was assassinated and many of those
who remained in the land fled to Egypt (2 Kings 26:22-26).

zczclngaedia of Biblical, Theological, and Ecclesiasti-
cal Literature, John M'Clintock and James Strong (New Yorks:

per and Erothers, Publishers, 1894), p. 396.
STbid,
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C. von Orelli, op. cit., p. 53.
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What the conditions of the exiles were can be gleaned from
Jeremiah’s letter to the exiles (Jeremiah 29:1-7), and the
pProphetic writings of Ezeklel and Daniel and the book of
Esther. lany of the exiles like Daniel attained positions
of authority (Daniel 1:3 f.3 Esther 10:3). The Babylonian
éxile which began partially in 598 B.C. and more generally
in 588 B.Cs ended in the first year of the reign of Cyrus
in 538 B.C. (2 Chronicles 563128-23).

The Restoration Under Zerubbabel, Ezra and Nehemiah

Some fifty years after the destruction of Jerusalem the
Babylonian empire came into the hands of the Medo-Persians
headed by Cyrus. Babylon was captured in 539 B.C.® In the
first yeer of Cyrua® reign the exiles received permission to
return to Jerusalem and rebuild the temple (Ezra 1l:1-4). Ve
are told in the book of Ezra that 42,360 males together with
their servants and their maids which mmbered 7,337 availed
themselves of this opportunitye. Under the leadership of
Zerubbabel and Joshuz, the high priest, the people left for
Jeruealem and probebly arrived in the year 538 B.Co® In the
second year of their arrival in the land of Judah the build-
ers from among the people laid the foundations of the temple
(Ezra 3:8-13).

Smbia.

®mia.
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The Samaritans, however, opposed the rebuilding of
the temple when Zerubbsbel and Joshua refused them per-
mission %o join in the work (Ezra 431-8). They wrote a
letter of accusation against the Jews to King Artaxerxes
end received authority to stop the efforts of the returned
exiles to rebuild the temple (Ezra 4:7; 23-24). The re-
construction of the temple was then deferred until the
beginning of the reign of Darius, in his second year, which
vas 520 BsCe'C The prophets Haggai and Zecharish encouraged
Zerubbabel and the people to resume the task of rebuilding
the temple (Ezra 5:1-2). This resumption was made possible
after Carius’ favorable deoree when he read the decree of
Oyrus whioh previously hed been lost but was discovered at
Achmetha in the palace archives (Ezra 6:1-12). The comple-
tion of the temple occurred in the sixth year of the reign
of Darius {Ezra 6:15) which was in the year 516 B.Ce.

We turn now to the return under Ezra and Nehemish. We
cannot concern ourselves with the problem of whether Ezra
came before Nehemiah or whether Nehemiash preceded Ezra.
Young mekes the statement that it appears right to place the
ministry of Ezra during the reign of Artaxerxes I (466-424 B.C.)

]'o(}ust. ¥r. Oeshler, Theology of the 0ld Testament, ninth

edizégn (New York and London: Funk and wWegnalls CO., 1883),
P .
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and gives the historicel evidence.t: The return under Ezra
took place in the seventh year of Artaxerxes or 458 B.C.
Artexerxes himself decreed the return under Ezra (Ezra 7:13).
The work of Esra upon reaching the Holy Land can be summar-
ized as a reformation and restoration, & reformation of the
lives of the people snd a restoration of the Mosaic law.
Ezra made the people to put away their heathen wives (Ezra 9).
Moore says of the ninistry of Ezra:

Ezra reformed the ecclesiaatical abuses, established

o foime S Souta've rsslea rostored ths beemve.

ance of the 3abbath and the Passoverjs gave dignity and

%gil:ggcgrggt:gelzzfefﬂﬁgd and generated a reverence

In the twentieth year of the reign of Artaxerxes I,
wWhich is 445 E.C., Nehemiah returned to Jerusalem when he
heard that the Jews in Palestine were in great difficulties
and that the walls were broken down and the gates burned
with fire (Nehemiah 1:1-3; 2:1-9). It was Nehemiah's task
to rebuild the walls. The work of Nehemiah, however, was
Opposed by Sanballat, Tobiah, and Geshem (Nehemiah 2:19-20).
The wall was finelly completed in £ifty-two days (Ezra 6:18).
In the thirty-second year of Artaxerxes or in 423 B.C.
Nehemiah returned a second time to Jerusalem and introduced

reforms concerning the Sabbath and marriage (Nehemish 13:1-31).

llEdward J« Young, An Introduction to the 0ld Testament,
(Grand Hapids, Michigan:  Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing CO.,
1853), p. 374 f.

12':‘.. V. Moore, The Prophets of the Restoration (New Yorks:
Robért Carter and Brothers, 1866), D= ol
e e o (e P |
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The Prophetic Activity of Haggal, Zechariah and Malachi

We know that the activity of Haggal began in 520 B.Ce
the second yeer of the relgn of King Darius (Ezra 43124-5:1;
Haggel 1:1)s Concerning the personal 1ife of Haggel practi-
¢ally nothing s known.t® Haggal directed his message t0
the people and vebuked them for mot resuming the work of
rebuilding the temple. The attitude of the people had been
that the tims was not ripe. (Haggal 1:2-5). The prophecy of
Haggai falls into four divisions. The first message deals
with the neglect of the Ssnctuary end the announcement that
the blessing of the Lord upon their agricultural and economic
1ife had been withheld because of their neglect. As a result
of the prophetic message of Haggal the people began to com=
Plete the work in the temple (Haggal 1:65-156). The aecond
message foretells the ooming of the lesslanic age and the
Surpassing glory of the temple as compared with the ome
bullt by Solomon (Haggal 2:2-9). The third and fourth revela=-
tions are messages of comfort in the blessing of the Lord upon
the people and the destruction of the heathen and reestablish-
ment of the Davidic kingdom in Zerubbabel which is symbolical
of the liessianic kingdom (Haggal 2:10-23).

Zechariah was a contemporary of Heggal (Ezra 5:13 Zech-
arish 1l:1)s Just as in the case of Haggai, little is Lknown

18Edward Young, op. ¢it., p. 268
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about Zecharieh beyond what can be gathered from his prophet-
loel writings.?® Together with Haggai Zeohardsh addressed
himself to the task of encouraging the people to rebuild the
neglected Temple. %he prophetic utterances of Zecharish give
indilcations of the progress of the people in rebuilding the
temple.if mye prophecies of Zechariah are rich in MNessianic
content comparable to the Hessianic prophecies uttered by
Isaiah. It has been disputed whether Zechariah is actually
the author of chapters 9-14¢ of his book. There is consider-
gble lack of agreement among those who reject the Zecharian
euthorship of these chapters.:® A satisfactory alternative
to the Zecharien authorship has not been discovered.1?
Zechariah received messages from God through a series of
Vislions or images by which a divine message was conveyed to
him,

The prophet lMalachi is the last of the post-exilie
prophets. Nothing is known either of the identity or person-
8lity of Malachi beyond the book that bears his name as the

1:11:10.18 Host commentators, ancient as well as modern, are

1¢). Gohen, editor, The Twelve Prophets (Bournemouth,
Hants: The Soncino Press, 1948), Ds 267.
6n14,
16
Edward Young, op. git., p. 273.
17 pia.

laﬂo Cohen, OpPs clt., p. 33b6.
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of the opinfon that Melachl 1s an epithet which describes
the mission of the prophes since Malachi means "my messon-
gere™® (Gonen states that the book does mot furnish us
with specific dates; yet from the conditions deseribed
therein one msy reasonably conclude that the prophet minis-
tered in Jerumalem before the advent of Ezra and Hohemiah.m
The condition appears to be that the Temple had long since
been rebuilt and that the Temple service had fallen into
disrepute {iKelaohi 1:7-10; 3:8)e These desoriptions seem %o
be identical with the conditions which prevailed in the time
preceding Ezre and Nehami.ah.zl It was, therefors, the task
of Malachl to call the people to repentance. Malachi fore-
tells the coming of the Messlah as a judgment upon the
apestasy of the psople. The Measiah will restore the true

worship of Yahweh (Malachi 3:1-6).
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CHAPTER IV
THE ADVENT OF THE MESSIAH

The Shaking of the Nations as a Preparation
for the Messiah's Coming

Haggel begins his prophecy of the Messlanic hope with
& declaration by Yahweh that He will shake the heavens and
the earth (Haggel 2:6). After this He will shake a1l na=-
tions (Heggai 2:7). The prophet is interpreting the present
historical situation. Ochen states:

At the time of the accession of Darius to the throne

(621), the political situetion in the Persian Empire
was greatly disturbed. There was a shaking of the

nations of the East, and many provinces revolted against

Persian rule. Darius at once set about to put down
these rebellions and, as we learn from the Behistun
inscription, succeeded in reconquering these provinces.
News of the convulsions in the empire dcubtless reached
dJufea, and it was in the midst of these upheavals that
the prophet Haggal emerged with his clear message to
his people. To the prophet, the tumult of the nations
was an indication of the advent of the Messianice King-
dom, and it was therefore imperative that God's Temple
be made ready for the dawn of the Kingdom of God.l

The prophet emphasizes that the shaking of the ?ationl
is of short duration as indicated in the words | | b |
RNRTsl DY N ) TTs¥ . "ot once, 1t 1s a 1ittle
while.” {1\ T :\S' :15 used in the sense of once (Leviticus
16:34), once-and—for all (Psalm 89:35). 1D _LJ Y\ ia con-

nection with time has the meaning a little while (Psalm 37:10),

1A. Cohen, editor, The Twelve ts (Bournemouth,
Hants: The 3onecino Press, ? Do .
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; shortly, presently (Hosea 8:10). The LXX renders it in this
';"':0 “ E.ox ;ll'ﬁd?, only they have left out 2D 2 'n
S\ ﬂ o The shaking of the heavens and the earth is used
in Soriptures as = visitation of God's wrath on His enemies
(Isaieh 13:15; Psalm €0:2). In Haggal we find an example of
the prophetic perspective of the 0ld Testsment. The prophet
Views the Messianic age as breaking in with the overthrow of
the Perafen empire. This prophecy of Haggai is parallel to
thet of Daniex concerning the four kingdoms which would suc-
%eed each other until they would be destroyed by the omnip-
otence of God ana replaced by an everlaating kingdom (Daniel
2:31-45)s Concerning this prophescy Hengstenberg writes:
To Vershuir belongs the honor of having been the firsat
to call attention to the fact that these words are not
mezsly of oventa.shidhihrepsmsdthelwey ket s
The Exegetical Problem of the Meaning of the
“"Desire of all Nations"

The quaution before us relates to whether Haggal asaw
the lessich in ths phrase "Desire of all nations." The
Bebrew text roveals thet the moun'gl ] Y\ T| (translatead
“Cesire”) takes a plural verb: @\ ST -‘-h-n 1 N 3
‘TOITA5I™ YD, et the person of the Hessiah 13 to
be found in this ph;ase has been rejected by Keil on grammat-

ical grounds:

?E. V. Hengstenberg, Christology of the 0ld Testament
(Edinburgh: T. and T. Clark, 1664), Viii, 272,
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By chemdath kol-h dm most of the earlier orthodox
commentators 'u'n'ﬂersgo% the lessiah after the example
of the Vulgato, et veniet desideratus gentibus and
Luther’s ®“econsolation of the Gentﬂes.ii But the pl.

o\ is hardly reconcilable with this. If
ehemdath were the subject gf the clause we should have

the singular N :3 g e
The "Desire of all nat:lons" has been interpreted as

the valuable possessions of the heathen and this view is
Supported by verse sight of this prophecye. The Gentiles

are to bring their gold, silver, treasures and riches in ful-
filluent of Godls promise to glorify His temple-" Other
Sommentators have interpreted the "Desire of all nations™ as
the best or noble among the heathen.5 'I'ho LXX renders the
Phraae ¥Desire of all nations," ﬁe\L ‘V\ ? ¢ T—"Gl g
il‘(?&tli J, ndv =3y Tprv=ZY. T ]
& KAz 'Col ere the choiced things, the selesct, the best of
its kind or elass.® S| _r n -\' has a variety of meanings
in the 01d@ Testament. It can fean desirable things (Paniel
11:8), something pleasant (Jeremish 33119), loveliness (Isalah.
63:2), the desire for women (Daniel 11:37), precious things
(Paniel 11:38). Saul 1s c2lled the object of the desire of
all Israel (1 Samuel 9:20). That the Messiah is the object

c. Fo Koil and Fransz Delitzach, "The Twelve Minor
Prophets," Biblical Oommenta_:_-; on the 0ld Testament
(Ed’.nb“rgl‘l' Te and Te m. » » e

4 !

The LXX translation appears not to have interpreted
this passage messianically.
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of the "desire of all nations" is not explicitly stated by
Haggai. q\ l YA l\ may be viewed as a noun of multitude.
This appears to leave room for both interpretations that the

7

valuables of the nations are referred to and that the person-
al Messich will soon appsar to usher in the Kingdom of God

end fulfill God’s promise to deliver Israsl and bring about
the conversion of the Gentile nations. The Messianic hope
mwresupposes the Messianic king (Daniel 9:6=73 Daniel 7:13, 14;
2144-45; Hosea 3:5). The prophecy ultimately speaks of the
Kingdomn of God.

The Coming of the Messiah to the Temple

The post-exilic prophets see the glorification of the
temple as the beginning of the fulfillment of the Hessiania
hope. Through iaggai Yahweh promises to £111 the temple with
glory and that the temple which is being rebuilt by Zerubbabel
vill surpass the temple built by Solomon in wealth and ous-
vard splendor (Haggai 2:7-9)e. Keil sees the fulfillment of
this prophecy in the bringing of the g.ﬁ'ta for the temple by
the Gentiles.® Other commentetors refer the glorification
of the temple to the appearance of the Messiah in the temple
as recorded in the New 'retament.g Ezra spsaks of the wealth

"!l.'- V. licore, The Prophets of the Reatoration {New York:

Robert Certer and Brothers, s PDe s
8. F. Keil and Frenz Delitzsch, op. oit., p. 194
9

Ibid.
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Artaxerxes commanded to be taken from the province of
Babylon and to be used for the temple in Jerusaleme Isaish
had prophesied of the wealth of the Gentiles for Yehweh in
their conversion. The wealth of the Gentiles is the means
by which God would beautify the sanctuery (Isaiah 60:5=13).
Some commentators see the fulfillment of this in the time
of the Maccabees and also in the time of Herodsi®
Hengstenborg rejects theso opinions on the basis of the fact
that the glorificetion of the temple was to proceed from the
Gentlles end could not refer to the beautifying of the temple
under the Maccabaes-n' The basis for rejecting the referance
%o the work of Herod on the temple is found in the fact that
the glorification of the temple was to be dons by Gentiles
Who had been brought to repentance and faithe

Zechariah foretells the building of the temple by the
Measiah and broadens the concept of the temple (Zechariah
6112-15). Haggai's prophecy concerning the temple is limited
Or reatricted to the local and historical situation. Zech-
arish's view of the temple is stripped of the local and his-
torical and is more spiritualised. The earthly temple 1s a
type of the spiritual temple which the Measish shall build.
Isaish and Micah foretell the glory of the temple in the
Messienic age (Isaish 2:1l1<4; Nicah 4:11-2)s The temple symbol-

1013. Ve Hengstenberg, op. cit., p. 288,
Nrmig.
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izes the Kingdom of God. Malachi speaks of the actual
8ppearing of the Messish in the temple (Malaohi 3:1). Al-
though the concept of the temple may include the literal
temple at Jernzalem, the theocratic people (Jeremish 7:l4),
and the Kingdom of God, it appears that Malachi is referring
to the litersl temple. lalachi is directing his message
8gainst the corruptions of the priesthood in their adminis-
trations (Melachi 136-2:4). The people had fallen into un-
faithfulness in their mixed marriages (Malachi 2:11-17).
The people were murmuring against God that if He has no
Pleasure in the ungodly why does He not menifest Himself
(Walachi 2:17). Hengstenberg says that the discontent of the
People after the Exile was occasioned by the unfulfilled
Promises of God eontained in the book of Isalah and that they
charged God with breaking the covenant.l> Yshweh promises
to come in judgment. The Messiah would come to His temple
(Malachi 2:1).

The Advent of the Messiah Preceded by a Messenger

Halachi states that a messenger would precede the advent
of the ilessiah. There are vi;wa regarding the identity of the
mnessenger including such confliecting opinions as that the mes-
senger is to be identified with lMalachi himself, with the angel
of TCeath, the prophets, Elijah, an angel from heaven, an ideal

mE. We Hengstenberg, chr!.stoloq of the 0ld Testament
(Edinburghs 7. and . Clark, » IV, «
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person in whom the whole company of the prophets is
represented, a priest or even the llee:s!.nh.:la Acoording
%0 Malachi %he mneogsenge? is distinet from Yahweh Himaself,
the Lord who comes to His temple and the messenger of the
Covenant who iz the Lord of the temple. Halachi identifies
the messenger with Elfjeh (lalachi 4:6). The New Testament
Places the fulfiliment of Malachi's prophecy in the ministry
of John the Baptist (Matthew 11:10; Mark 1:2-4). Malachi's
Prophecy of the advent of the messenger is similar to that
of Iseiah’s voice in the wilderneas (Isalah 4033=5).

The lessiah Viewed as Having Been Sent by Yahweh

The post-sxilic prophets reveal the conscilousness of
the Messlah of being divine. The Messiah iz aware that His
mission iz a divine one, that He has been sent by Yahweh.
In the bock of Zscharish the messenger Himself speaks and
reveals His awarencss of His divine mission as having been
entrusted to Him by Yahweh (Zechariah 2:8-11; 6:15). The
traditionel Jewish view concedes thet these passages refer
to the Hessianiec times. ? These passages are Important in
tomnection not only with the divine mission of the Meassiah
but also with the relationship of the Messiah to Yahweh.
The person and work of the Messiah is revealed in connection

13114,
145, W. Hengstenberg, ops oite, III, 317.
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with the divine mission given by Yahweh. There are many
Passages in the 0ld Testament which clearly indicate the
divine mission of the Messiah which stand in direct re-
lation %o the prophecies of Haggail, Zechariah and Malachi
toncerning the divine mission or sending of the Messiah
by Yahweh (Deuternomy 18315, 183 £ Samuel 7:12-16; Isaiah
05143 61:1~3; Jeremiah 23:6-6).




CHAPTER V
THE PERSONH OF THi MESSIAH
His Human Origin and Descent

The prophet Zecharish spplied certain terms such as
"Servant" and "Branch® to the personm of the Messish which
reveal the human nature of the liessiah. Yahweh calls the
lHosslsh "My servant," 7 ~] T\ Y (Zechertah 3:8). Isaien
hed elready used this term to d'atli;nate the Messiah (Isaieh
42:1; 49:3; 603103 52:13-53:12). Delitzach points out that
there is no 0la Testament idea which is so wonderfully de-
veloped as thet of the Servant of Yahweh. He states that
-r :].EJ mey refer to the entire nation of Israel; it may
8180 refer to the Church which is faithful to God ia its
dlepersion, the faithful remnant of the Exile. Finally it
refers to the Messish Himself.l Delitzsch says: "Sometimes
these three factora are combined together in this notion of
the Servant, sometimes ‘they are separated. L Ezekiel ap-
Plies to the iMessiah the term "My servent® (Ezekiel 34:25-24).
The 014 Testament prophets, therefore, speak of the Messiah
a8 the Servant of Yehweh. The term | _) o in the Old
Testament means both slave aud worshippor:" Iéftl; -A texm

lh'an Delitzsch, Messlanic Prophecies, translated by
Semuel Ives Curtiss (EdInburgh: Te % T. Clark, 1880),
Pp. 83 f.

21hid. , pp. 84 £.
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Which deseribes @ positfon of trust (Genesis 40:20)s It
8l80 iz & term which designutes men's position before God

(Tevitious 26:55; Douteronomy 34:6)s The term "Servant®

48 applied to the Messiah by Zecharish indicates thet the
Kesslah has come as the representaetive of Yahweh. The
Hesalah subordinates Himself to the will of Yalwehe The
Hesslah does not coms of Himself but is sent by ¥Yshweh as
indlcated by the statement, ~ SV X 'O N "I | s\
L | 3 f_j. , "hekold, I will bring on o e
Servant," (Zschariah 5:8)s This expression indicates the
unique relatlon of the person of the Mossiah %o Yahweh.
Zecharish adds the term "Branch" or "Shoot" to that of
"Servant." Twice he refers to the Messish as the "Shoot"
(Zeohariah 3:8; 6:12). Zecharish clearly presents the humen
mature of the Messish by calling Him a mam, |2/ 7 S .
The term "Shoot", T\ n X< 5 18 @erived from the verb 7\ ‘nz
Which means to spring forth or sprout (Genesis 2:15; Exodus
10:5). The LXX translates 1t with the term A ¥ & —o 2 11’
Which mesns a rising in reference to the sun and stars.
Hengstenberg findas in the term [\ 'Y) 22 an allusion to
the lowlinesaz of the Messieh who at rn--u will resemble not
& proud tree, but a sprout which grows but graduaslly into a
tree.° Cohen takes a modern Jewish position and explains the
term "Shoot" as a reference to Zerubbabel. He states:

EE We Hengstenberg, Christology of the 0ld Testament
(Edinburgh: T. and T. Clark, 1864 )'E.'Lv_"'xn, 380 £.
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liodern as well as ancient interpreters sgree in ex-
Plaining the Shoot as the expected Messiah. Shoot
(tsemach) means that which sprouts or shoots from the
ground. The translation of R.V., 'the Branch' is un-
sultable, The term designates Israel's ideal ruler
(cf. Jor. xxi11.5), and has quite naturally beem ap~
plied to Xing Messiah, The prophet has in mind Zer-
\'lbbabel who 1s referred to as the Shoot in vi.12,

The old tree of the Jewish State was dead, but the
prophet foreshadows a new shoot of David's house'
(Barnes). With Zerubbabel the Prince and Joshua the
High Priegt the picture of rehabilitated Israel is
complete.

8uch a view contradicts the earlier liessianic proph=
6cles which clearly designate the Messish by the term
"Shoot" (Ieefah 4323 11:1; Jeremish 25:5; 53i16)s Baron
states thet Joremish £3:6 ie the verse most generally gquoted
by Jews as a proof that the Messieh 1s to be the Son of
David,® He further etates:
Eimohi and Rashi interpret, 'My Servant the Branch®,
of Zervbbabel, but they themselves acknowledge that
the older interpretation among the Jews was of the
Messiah, and they give no good reason for departing
from the received interpretation. Here again the
Targum Jonmathan introduces Messiah by name.
Kimehi himself acknowledges that "Branch™ is a term
to designate the izessiah." Abarbenel states that the
Prophecy cannot refer to Zerubbabel because he never attain-

ed to royalty, dominion or any other dignity beyond that

1. Gohen, editor, The Twelve Prophets (Bournemouth,
Hante: The Soncino Press, s Pe 288.

Spavia Baron, Rays of Messiah's Gl {(Grand Rapids,
Michigen: Zondervan Publishing House, %6). pe 76e .
®mig., p. 207,

"4, .
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Which he already possessed.® The Messiah is called the
"Branch" bhecause He shall spring up from the House of
Davide He is = descendant of the royal famlly of David
(Jeremiah 23:6; Ysaiah 11:1). He is the son of David.

Zechaerieh says of the Messiah that He shall shoot up
outofmsplaee.ﬁ'nk I ﬂﬂhh'l »
(Zechariah 6: 12)c The name o;' the llouiah or the term
"Shoot" describes the origin of the Messiah as one of
1W1‘1naa. The 'I.xx translates t}'.a Hebrew ’text thus: o
Kot UNo Kd Tw Osy A V<ToU NV =L A £¢
and He shall grow up from under. This expression of Zech-
arish that the Messiah will grow below upwards, from lowli-
ness to eminence is indicated in other passages of the 01d
Testament. Iseish speaks of the lowliness and exaltation
of the lMessiazh (Isafeh 53:2; 10-12). .

The Divine Origin of the lMessiah

Not only do the post-exilic prophets speak of the human
nature and lowly origin of the Messiah but they also speak
of His divine origin and mature. lalachi speaks of the Lord,
]7 | S\s _l » who shall come to His temple but who is at
the seame 'bime clearly distinguished from !ahweh (Malachi 3:1).
The LXX translates ]" = S\g _.l with K'\Je CoS which
1s used also for Yahweh. ', ] S\s "'| is used of God Himself
in the 014 Testement {Psalm 114!'73 Iaaiah 1:24). The prophet

81bia,




Speaks of the temple as belonging to the Lord, I 1 ‘ N _'r\ ’

who is o separate person from Yehweh. That the lolsiah is
8ignified by the term "Lord" as used by Malachi oan be de-

_ Tived from the fact that David refers to the Messiah as "my

Loray" ] "T S 4 (Pselm 110:1). The Temple is the
Possession of the Mass—:lah. Zecharieh says that the Messiah
shall build the Temple of Yahweh and bear the glory of it
(Zechariah 6:13). The word for glory 1is _T '| S—\' which means
welght, importanse, splendor, majesty (Numbers 27:20). It is
8 term which frequently 1s used with reference to God in the
0ld Testament (Psalm 8:13 148:13)e Such statements of the
Post-exilic prophets that the Messiah shall bear the glory

of the Temple reveal the exalted mature of the person of the
Hessiah.

The ilessiah iz Identified with the Angel of Yahweh
o B W

Halachi equates the Messiah with the Messenger of the
covenant (Malechi 3:1). The verd S\s :_ which 1s singular
indicates the essential unity of the I.or-t‘l- who comea to His
Temple and the Messenger of the covenant. The Lord and the
liessenger of the covenant stand in parallel relation. The
Messenger of the covenant is the Angel of the Lord who is
80 frequently referred to throughout the 0ld Testament.
Hengstenberg presents the various conflicting views concern=
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ing the Angel of the Lord.? Some have interpreted the
Angel of the Lord to signify not a person connected with
G0d by unity of essence but an inferior sngel through whom
God 1ssues and executes His commsnds end who represents God.
Others have interpreted the Angel of the Lord as a natural
Phenomenon or visible sign, by which Yahweh made known His
presence.1¥ 5t111 others view the Angel of the Lord merely
@8 a form in which Yahweh Himself appamd-n Such views
tannot be maintained in view of Malachi's identification of
the Angel or iiessenger of the covenant with “the Lord (Malachi
311)s Zecharish clesrly identifies the Angel of the Lord
with God (Zechariah 12:8)e The divinity of the Angel of the
Lord 1s indicated in the following passages: . Genesis 323
24=-303 48:16; Fxodus 35:1-63 23:20-21; Joshua 5:113-15;
Judges 13:20-22; Isaleh 63:9.
Briggs states concerning Malachi's prophecy of the advent
of the lessiahs
The advent is a divine advent, for the Malakh of the
covenant is the ancient theophanic angel, who so often
appeared in the early history of the nntion to guide
and deliver them. He comes to judge Israel according
to his covenant keeping. He comes suddenly to His

temple, when men will not expeet Him, although His
advent had been heralded. He comes as judge and as

°E. W. Hengstenberg, Christology of the 01d Testament
(Bdinburghi P. and Te Olerky TBSETN, 06 s —
101,14,

Nyia,
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redoemer in the day of doom. 18

2 That the Messenger of the covenant, -_[ s\s ?1 n
n .—' :. E__-\, refers to the Messlah is 1ndio:tud in T3
Isalek where 4t is sald of the Yeasish that Yahweh will
give Him "for a covenamt of the people” (Isaiah 42:63
49:18)c The 01d Testament defines the _I' S\e— 11 h
< 7 ) 21 ¥las the name of the ezpaeted- Mediator of a
new eove;xan't:;. G'aremiah defined the content of that cov-
énant (Jeremiah 31:131=-34)s It was a covenant of mercy and
forgivensss. The Angel of the Lord is said to forgive and
redeem (Genesis 48:163 Exodus 25:20-21).

The Equality of the Messiah with Yahweh

The equality of the Messiah with Yehweh and the per=-
Sonal distimction is brought out in a number of passages.
Zechariash distinguishes between Yahweh who declares that
He will dwell fn the midst of His people and Yahweh who
Sends this divine personage (Zecharish £:10-13), Isaish
speekes in a similar vein (Isaiah 48:163 59:20-213 61:1l).
Concerning this prophecy of Zechariah Hengstenberg comments:

It ia evident from ver. 11, 'and I will dwell in the

midst of thee, and thou shalt lmow that the Loxrd of

hosts hath sent me unto thee', that the person, who
announces here that he will glorify the church with
his presence, is the angel of the Lord, who was

afterwards to appear, as the prophets had predicted,

in the Measiah himself. Consequently, He who waas to
dwell in the midst of the covenant nation, just as He

12
Charles Augustus Briggs, Messianic Prophecy (New Youxrics
Charles Scribner's Sons, 1891), P 4706e
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had formerly been present in the pillar of cloud and

of fire, was the very same person, who was now sent

by the supreme God to convey this glorious intelli=

gense through the prophet to the nation, who is call-

%ﬁe“ﬁﬁﬁﬁiﬁgéﬁ,“ii'ai3£:§2312§°h22 Tron the Eonuse.15

Zecharish hears Yahweh oall the Messiah "the man that
1s near unto we.” 7 §1 ' 1) Y 1] 7\ (zecherian 13:7).
The word ¢ ° ny m;ans fs;nﬂ';.- eompaily c;r fellow (Le-
viticus 18:20; .19:11; 24:19)c In what sense does Yahweh call
the Messiah "My fellow" or "neighbor"t Keil states that
n } YJ Ej implies more than unity or community of voeca-
tion on th: basls that no owner of a flock or lord of a flock
would call a hired or purchased shepherd his ¢) ° N Y a4
Kell states that ¢)° Y_'_\ ? involves not only the ide; 0; simi-
larity in vocation, but commnity of physicel or spiritual
descent so that the Hessiah is presented not as a mere man
but as one who participates in the divine nature, or is es~-
sentlally divine.28 ¢ 7 A Y 1s a word which 1s peculiar
to the Pentateuch but aubse.queztly has become entirely ob-
soletes It is used eleven times in the Pentateush. It 1a
used of lews relating to injuries done to near relations to

indicete the seriousness of the crime dons to one who is

lsEo Vo Hengstenberg, op. cit., III, 316,

140. Fo Keil and Franz mlit’!@h. 9_20 Q’.to. 39%.
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related both bodily and spiritually by & common dnuent.“
The divinity of the lieasiah is elearly .:-ovaaled by the post-
exilis prophets and this is in accord with previous state-
ments of the 0ld Testament and of the dootrine of the Angel
of the Lord,

a8
Eo Ve Hangai:enberg. 220 2&0. Nl 109,




CHAPTER VI
THE SUFFERING OF THE MESSIAH
The Lowly King

Zeoharish is the only one of the post-exiliec prophets
vho directly refers to the suffering of the Messiah. He
8peaks of the lowly condition of the lessish in connection
with His advent (Zeoharish 9:9). One of the diffioult
words of this passsge iz 4 L_'y 7 ] which delor!.bel-tl.n
liessiah as He appears to dwell among His people. !'J l-.{-! 1 ]
is the Hiphal participle aingular masculine of ‘j L_LI. ..:.
Which means to save, deliver. The question is whether %o
translate it as a passive or as a raﬂuzil-ro on the basis
of the context. The LXX renders J l-_'él 1T with the
expression < '-:f' va, using the active present participle.
According to Hengstenberg Y l:U J oscurs no less than twenty
times in the Niphal and always in a passive sense and never
a8 a reflexive.’ 4is a further proof of the passive meaning
of LJ#J-,.‘;I' 7 { he statess:

Now the prophet had no occasion whatever to employ the

Niphal participle in an unusual sensej for if this had

been the meaning he wished to express, there was the
word 4 1 4 9 T » vhich 1s found in more than

JE. V. Hengstenberg, Christology of the 0ld Testament
(Edinburghz To and T. Clar » s 11X, 39%7.
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thirty paesagelog
Cohen agrees that Y4 l-1l! 7 1 1s a passive participle
but he renders it by "the recipient of salvaticnm."> The
Jewish expositor, Kimohi, translated Y W 7] ase
Passive which means that the Messiah has been saved or de=
* Kei1l, nowever, states that Y Wi ] I should

not merely be translated as a passive but un a more general

1ivered.

sense, that the Messish is one who has been endowed with
salvation or help from God.® In Deuteronomy 53:29 Israel
is viewed a3 2 people saved by Yahwehe. In the light of
this passage and Psalnm 53116 Y h_u 1 T 1= best trans-
lated as @ passive. That the prophet Zecharish was speaking
of the Messiah’s deliverance from and triumph over suffering
can be supported in view of the fifty-third chapter of Isaish
vhich speaits of the humiliation, suffering end exaltation of
the Servant of Yahwoh who 1s the Messiah Himself.

Y '1’:’ 1 { must be viewed in the 1ight of the 0ld Test-
Gment in general. Isalseh says of the Messish that He is the
Salvation of the daughter of Zion. He uses the terms
B Y W 7, thy saivation (Zsatsh 62111). The Messish in the

EM Y

3A‘. Cohen, editor, The Twelve Prophets (Bournemouth,
Hants: The Soncino Pream

%8. W. Hengstenmberg, ope oite, pe 398

50- Fo Kell and Frenz Delitzsch, "The Twelve Minox

Propheta,™ Biblical Comment on the 0ld Testament (Edin-
burgh: T, an ° aric, » » °
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014 Testament is presented as the Saviour who bears in His
o"n person the promised salvation of Yahweh. The Messiah
brings salvatlon through His suffering asccording to Isaiah
63 The Meossian is called the Servant of Yahweh by Isaiah.
Zechariah likewise identifies the Messish with the Servans
(Zecharien 5:8). 7The Nessiah is the suffering Servant of
Yahweh,

e L‘L_' T T tust also be viewed in the 1ight of the
meaning of 7 1 Ej which also is a desoription of the
Hesalah in the sam‘é passages The quesation arises as %o
vhether the prophsts by Y LJ referred to meekness or
sufferings In the Old Tutamene » 1 LJ has the meaning
PoO> or lowliy (Leuteronomy 2431153 a‘eromiah 22:16; Psalm
10:2, 9), 7 ] L) aleo has the meaning of suffering or
effiiction {Isé:lahTés:ls; Psalm 228:24)¢ The LXX renders
! ] LJ with TWQ & '\;S which means gentle, mild and
meelk. ;ha Wew Testament also renders ' | () with the word
T @AVS (uattnew 21:15). Hengstenberg is opposed to trans-
lating ' I k_j in the sense of mesk or gentle since this is
the meaning of 1 ] Lj Isaish referred to the Messiah,
the suffering Sarvant Ir Yahweh, "as a man of sorrows,” be-
tause He is despised and rejected of men and because He is
acquainted with grief (Isalah 63:3)e In the light of this
We sea that the suffering of the liessiah and His lowliness

8E. We Hengstenberg, op. cit., p. 400,
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1s en integral part of the Messianic hope of the 01d Test-

fment which rsappears again in the post-exilie ers and nog-

8bly in the prophecy of Zechariah. In the New Testament

the 4pastle Paul desoribed the Messish as one who emptied
Hingelf or laild aside the full use of His power and majesty

and took upon Himself the form of & servant (Philippiens £36-7).

The Messiah as the Rejected Shepherd

The Messlah is presented by Zechariah as & shepherd
Who has bsen rejected by the natlon (Zechariah 313:10-14).
Zlsewhere in the 01ld Testament Yahweh is presented as the
Shepherd of His people (Zzeklel 34:11-12). Concerning the
identity of the Shepherd who is rejected XKeil sayss

The shepherd depicted by the prophet can only be
Jdehovah Himself, or the angel of Jehovah, who 1is

equal in nature 0 Himself, 1.0., the Hessiah. But
8ince the angel of Jehovah, who appears in the vis-
dons is not mentioned in our oracle, and as the coming
of the liessiah is also announced elsewhere as the
éoming of Jshoval %o His people, we shall have in thias
instance also to understand Jehovah ;maeu' by the
shepherd represented in the prophet.

The Lord usks for His weges and the people respond with

~ ingratitude by paying Him thirty pieces of silver which is.

the value of a slave (Exodus 21:32)s The New Testament
Pecords the fulfiliment of this propheo.y in the betrayal of
Jesus by Judas (Matthew 27:5). Briggs states that the proph-
écy of the rejected shepherd is not direoct prophecy but is

70. Fe Kei) and Frans Dolitsesch, 220 cit., Pe 358.
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typleal. It symbolizes the rejection of the Messish of
the Now Testament.® The rejection of the Messiah is found
in the 014 Testament prior to the post-exilic period in
Such passages as Psalm 2£:6-85 69:4; Isaiah 65311-3.

The Messish’a Death by Violence

Ve now come %o those passages in Zecheriah which treat
of the lMessiah’s death by violence. Zecharish speaks of
the Messish as having been pierced and as one for whom a
great lamentation is made (Zechariah 12:10-13). Yahweh is
the speairer in this passage who says that they shall look
upon Him whom they have pierced. The difficulty in this
Prophecy is how we can speak of a slaying of Yahweh and refer
this as taking place in the person of the lessiah. Hengsten-
berg gives the history of Jewish interpretation of this
Prophecy. He states that some of the coumentators sought to
g8t rid of the idee of a piercing of Yalweh by giving to
N P— _l- which means "to pilerce,” the figurative meaning of
"to 81'10':9“ instead of the litersl meaning. This would sig-
nify the eontrition of the Jews on account of the sins com=
mitted by them against Yehweh.® But Hengstenberg further
8tates that this passege was also used by other Jews in con-

achaz-lea Augustus Briggs, kessianic Prophecy (New Yori:
Charles Scribner's Gons, 1894), pe .

9
E. W. Hengstenberg, Christology of the 0ld Testament
(Ed:lnbu:‘gh! To and T. Glar ? 9 f ] L]
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Nection with the doctrine of a suffering Messiah.1® ocon-
‘e*ning the Jewish doctrine of a suffering Messish Heng=
8tenberg writess

e o o the esariier Jewa were not strangers %o the

dooctrine of a dying Messiah and that, in whatever

way his death might occur, they associated it with

the sin of the nation. In the course of time, how=-

ever, this view was found to be inconvenient; and

the attempt was made to get rid of the difficulty

by adopting the fiotion of two Messiahs, the son of

David end the son of Joseph, t0 the latter of whom

all the passages were applied. which appeared to apeak

of a dying liessiahe o o o

In a muber of inatances in the Old Testament | P.. j
means "to plerce” or "run through" with a weapon (Numbers
26:8; Zecharieh 13:35)e The one who is pierced, of course,
is not the invisible God who is a spirit but the Angel of
Yahweh, the rcjected shepherd, the Hessish who has entered
into time and became man but who nevertheless is equal to
Yahweh (Zechaoriah 13:7)e That the prophet is actually speak-
ing of a death effected by violence is indicated by the great
mourning and lamentation which will follow and which he com-
pares to a lamentation which is made on the occasion of the
loss of an only child (Zechariah 12:10). The lamentation is
8lgo compared to the great mourning which was made for Josish
after he was killed in the plain of Megiddo (2 Kings 235:29).

L P *\ does not indicate the manner of the Messish's
i

0mp1ds , po 826
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death but simply depiots the fact of the suffering and death
Which the Hessish will experience, for in chapter 135 versae 7,
Zecharieh gpeaks of the lessiah's death by a sword as a
Pleture of deatn by violence. Hengstenberg sayes

The prophecy before ns wouléd evidently lose mush of

its meaning and importance if the verb ™) :

were to be understood as relating simply to'thevone

fact of the piereing with a speare It is rather to

be regarded ms deplcting the whole of the sufferings

with whish the death of the liessiah was attendede

That the death itself is the essentisl point, anéd not

the Instrument employed or the manner of the death

18 evident from chap. xiii.7, where a sword is men- 12

tioned, whereas b | P =T points rather to a spear.

The transition of the rﬂ:st person, 1 "'1 f_.\_s s %0 the
third person, 1 2 7'] 9 s Indicates that the p;raon slain is

TT

essentially one with ¥Yahweh and at the saeme time is person-
8lly dietinet from the supreme Gode This excludes the idea
that the propnet s speaking of some historical figure other
than the Messish, such as Zerubbabel to whom Cohen thinks

as This prophecy is quoted in the

the propheey mey refer.
Hew Testament =s having been fulfilled when Jesus was plerced
by & spear after His death on the oross (John 19:34, 373
Revelation 1:%). The lessianic element is clearly brought
out by the fact that the death of the Ons who is pierced is
Sonnected with the forgiveness of sin (Zechariah 13:l1).
Gressmann sees in this prophecy of "the Pierced One" an in-

dication that salvation 1s connected with the coming Messiah

12
_I__b._i-d.lp Do 77
13

4. Cohen, op. e¢ite, p. 328
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and, therefors, the Hessianio hope is an eschatological
conecept s

Der Name des Durchbohrten wird nicht genannt, aber er
1st ohne zweifsl ein Kdnig, da das ganze Land, von den |
Gliedern des Ldniglichen Hofes an bis su den Frauen |
herab, an die Bahre herantritt; ja, es musz notwendig
der messianische Konig sein, nichf nur weil unter iim |
der eschatologische Angriff der Volker stattfindet, |
sondorn vor allem doshaiz, weil mit der Klage um ihn |
die Heilszeit anbricht,
The death of the Messiah iz spoken of by Isaiah as the
means by which God forgives sin (Isaiah 5336-6; 10-12).
Deniel also aspeaks of the redemption and aalvation which the
liessieh accompiishes by His death (Daniel 9:24-27)c Ths death
Of the Meseish is a doctrine contained in the 0ld Testement
and this inocludes His suffering (Genesis 3:16; 2 Samuel 73143
Pealm 22:1-18; Isaish 65331-12; 63:3-9; Laniel 9:26). It is,
therefore, not surprising to find the death of the Kessiah in
Zechariah, Yanweh Himself is the cause of the death of the
Messish {Zecharish 15:7)e The buman agents were His instru-
ments. Jesus referred to His suffering and death as the

fulfillment of this prophecy (Matthew 26331 fo)e

Mﬂugo Gressmann, Der liessias (Goettingen: Vandenhoeck
und Ruprecht, 1920), pe 550




CHAPTER VII
THE WORK OF THE MESSIAH
The lMeasiah as Priest

Zocharish directly attributes the office of priest
%o the Messian (Zechariah 6:12=13)¢ In the 0ld Testament
the priests were the mediators betwsen God and the pecple
of Isresels Thelr work consisted in bringing offerings and
Sacrifices to make atonement for the sins of the people
(Leviticus £32:5-56; Hebrews 5:1)e The concept of the
Priesthood of the lMessiah is found in the book of Psalms
where Lavid calls the Hessiaeh "a priest forever after the
order of iielchizedek" (Psalm 11014). In the third chapter
of Zechariah’s prophecy the prophet beholds Joshua the High
Priest engaged as a priest in the service of the Angel of
Yahwehe The High Priest is on trial. Saten is present to
adcuse him. Joshua as HBigh Priest stands as the represent-
ative of the nation and is burdened with the sins of the
Peoples This representative function of the High Priest is
Slearly present in the 01d Testement (Leviticus 16:11; Judges
20127-28)e The role of Satan as a prosecutor is foumd in the
book of Job end in the New Testament (Job 116-18; Revelation
12:10)s Zechariah sees Joshua clothed in £ilthy garments
vhich symbolizes the sinfulness of the people (Isaiah 4:4;
6416)e The Angel of Yahweh silences Satan and commands that
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e f1lthy garmente be taken off from him which indicates
the removal of the eina from the people (Zecharish 3:3~4).

Yahweh thereafter promises to bring forth His Servant,
the Shoot, and to remove the iniquity of the land in one
dey (Zecharian 3:8-9)e The appearance of the Massiah and
the removal o iniquity 1s closely connecteds The concept
of the Messiah's work as involving the removal of sin is
clearly ®aught in the 0ld Tostement prior to the post-exilie
Period (Isailah 55:10; Danfel 9:24-27)s The prophet's speak-
ing of the removal of sin in one day._Tﬂ S\s _D1 ° 3.-
8tends In contrast to the numerous and ropeatod sacrifices
of the Levitisal priesthood. By the phrase "in one day"
the prophet refers to the perfection of the atonement made
by the lessiah of whioh the New Testament also speaks
(Hebrews 7:26-27). In relation to the Nessianic hope Joshua
a8 High Priest is clearly presented as a type of the Messiah
éven as lielehisedel iz a type of the Messiah.

The Messiah as Ruler

Zechariah also speaks of the Messiah as a king and as
One who shall rule upon His throne, 11 3 11 Lli b ]
1 S\‘ D 3 The prophet receives a command from !’ahloh
to make erowns of silver and gold and sst one upon the head
of Joshua the High Priest (Zechariah 6:9=11)s It appears that
the Jews who still were in exile in the Babylonian captivity
8ént a deputation bearing gold and silver to Jerusalem in
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Order %o contribute toward the work of restoring the Femple.l
Goncerni.ng the signifiocance of the orowning of Joshua EKeil

says:

The crowning of Joshua the high priest with a royal
Orovn which did not properly belong to the high priest
ll'l Such, as his headdress is neither called a crown
{'atareh) nor formed part of the insignia of royal
dignity and glory, had a typiocsl significance. It
Pointed to a man who would sit upon his throne as
both ruler and priest, that is to say, would combine
:o:g royelty and priesthood in his own person and
That the crowning of Joshua was symbolical is indi-
cated in the nexit two verses in which Yahweh speaks of the
Shoot who wiil build the Temple and reign as priest and king
(Zecharian §:12-13). The 014 Testement speaks clearly of the
kingship of the lessish {(Genesis 49:10; Numbers 24:17-19;
8 Samuel ¥:12-16; Psalm 2:6; Isalah 936=7; Jeremiah 2315).
In the 0l@ Testament the king was God's representative, for
{alweh is the King (Psalm 20:10; Isaish 413213 52:7)s In the
beginning of Israel's history as a nation, no earthly king
*uled over the people. Yahweh alone ruled (Judges 8:28-23).
God, however, promised to give Israel humen kings (Genesis
17365 36:11). Isrsel, later, demanded from Yehweh a king to
rule over them {1 Samuel 8:1=7)s The ideal king is the

Nessiah in whom Ysbhweh Himself shall reign (Micsh 5:2=5).

!'A. Gohen, editor, The Twelve l’rghetl (Bournemouth,
Hants: The Sonecino Press, » Pe .
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Zechariah declarss that the Messish will build the
Temple of Yahweh. He clearly distinguishes the Temple
"hioh the Hessiak will build from the Temple which Zer—
Wbabel was cempleting, That this Temple which the Messiah
¥111 build cannot refer to the local Temple seems clearly
indicated by the referense to the future coming of the
Shoo.t vhoge task it is to build the Temple of Yahweh,
107 Yo nTnN 1LY 818
(Zechariah 6:13). The Temple referred to here is not the
local Pemple but the spiritual Temple or the Kingdom of God
Vhich the liessish shall establish (2 Samuel 7313, 163 Isaiah
232-3; Micah 4:1-2; Hosea 8:1). Hengstenberg mekes the point-
éd obsorvation that i1t is not stated that the Messish will
build a Temple to the Lord but that He will build the Temple
Of the Lord.” In defence of the interpretation that the
Temple does not refer to the Temple rebuilt by Zerubbabel
Kell states:

That these words do not refer to the building of the

earthly temple of stone and wood, as. « Hitzig with

the Rabbine suppose, is so obvious, that even Koehler

has given up this view here, and understands the words

€0 tho apinlinc) tenpies of Whidh ihe tabernecle and

the temples of both Solomon and Zerubbabel were oxly
5m01l. e o .4

®E. W. Hengstenberg, Christology of the 0ld Testament
(Bdinburgh: T, and 7. Gla'r'f_,‘r , 1864), L"""———nr, 366 T4
%0, F. Ke1l ana Prans Delitssch, op. Sits, 299.




The Exegetical Problem of the Relationship
of the kessiah to these two 0ffices

There are commentators who object to the Messiah's
Teigning with a double office and prefer to translate the
s JOF 9 D~ T§1 D STLST
DR S w0 A7e DA azy], s
there shall be 2 priest upon His throne and the counsel of
peace shall be between the two persons" instead of, "And
He shall be a priest upon His throne and the counsel of
peace shaell be between the two offices" (Zechariah 6:13).
Rlehm rejects the view that the lesslash unites the kingly
8nd the high priestly office in his own peruon.5 Riehm
argues as follows:

The prophet Zechariah does not, as is usually supposed,
mesn t0 announce that the lMessias will unite in his
peraon the kingly and the high priestly office. Rather
he shows us the Messianic high priest alongside of the
Kessianic king in the perfected Kingdom, the former
sitting beside the latter on the royel throne, and both
working together ==~ as at that time Zerubbabel and
Joshua actually d4id =-- in harmonious cooperation for
the weal of the people of God and in the-interest of
the theocracy. The prophet, indeed, represents the
rule of the lfesslanic kingdom as emphatiocally a unity,
and as a government by king and high priest; but this
unity is not effected by the union of both offices in
one persons but by the elevation of the high priest

to the throne of the Messias, and by the perfect one-
ness of wind and spirit, in which the iMessianic king
and the lMessianic high priest conduct their common

sﬂdward Riehm, Messianic Prophecy - Its o:-#int His-
forical Growth and Helatlon to New Testamen nt,
second e on, transiate om the German Dy Lewis A.
Muirhead (Edinburgh: T. and T. Clark, 1891), pe 199. -
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The LXX takes the view that two persons are meant

3 L4
':ndrnot two\ oﬁ'fic;’ea combined in one person, [KodlL & ‘l;.:d.k
0OteRevs xig sg'f (DY RVTU |kt
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MZ gV o Cf 0 ©£Q w , such a viewpoint is
untenable for the following reasonst In the first place,
novhere in Seripture do we f£ind a distinction between a
Mesalah who 1s king and a Messish who is a prieste David
clearly refers to the liessiah as & king and a prieat (Psalm
2165 110:1~%). In the second place, Scripture lmows of ine-
dividuals whe bore two offices at the same time, Melchizedek
(Genesis 14:18), David (2Samuel 6:14)s The New Testament
clearly unites the two offices of priest and king in the work
of the Measzian (Hebrews 811 Revelation 1:5-6). Orelld
makes a strong argument for the uniting of the two offices
In the person of the lessish when he says3

The unique importance attributed by Zechariah to the

true Servant of the Lord, makes it improhable. o « he

would have ascribed to him but one of the two equally

warranted powers and thought of their dualiam as con-

Simuing in the perilod of consummation. Moreover, the

union is indicated already in 111.8, by the fact that

the regul Zemach, undeniably Pavidic in o:-lqin. appears

in order %0 consummate the high priesthood.

The statement "and a counsel of peace shall be batween

%kawara Riemm, gp. git., p. 199

7
C. Von Orelli, The Old Testeament Prophecy of the Con-
Sumation of God's Ki..Bﬁ om, translated by J. S. Banks (Edin-
s e Aan ™ ari,

B6) . Ppe 441 f»
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¥Be two of them," reveals that the Hessiah will unite in His
0un person the two offices in contrast to the disharmony and
eonflict between the individuals who had administered theae
tvo different offices (1 Samuel 13:13)s What the priesthood
fnd kingship of the 01d Testament period failed to accomplish,
the Messiah effects in his own person something which wit-

nesses to the divine nature of His person and work.
The Kessieh 1s the Executor of God's Judgment upon Sin

As Zecharish presents the Messiah as the Priest who a-
tones for sin, so lMelachi presents the Messiah as the Execu-
tor of God's Judgment upon sin. The people had cried out,
"where 1s the God of justice" (Malachi 2:17). The people
were complaining thet there was no evidence of a Just Judge
of the world because they saw the wicked prospering and God
Seemingly did nothing to punish the wicked, 1O D W N T
signifies the due administration of judgment. God will do
that which is right end just (Genesis 18:256). Yahweh gives
the promise of the coming of the Messenger of the covenant
to vindicate His justice. The Messiah will come to His
Temple (iialachi 3:1)e The advent of the Messiah will be a
day of terror to the wicked.

Malachi asks the question, ™Who may abode the day of
His coming? And who shall stand when He appeareth?" This
5°m1ng of the lessiah stands in contrast to the description
of the advent of the Messiah as presented by Zechariah
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(Zecharian 2:8-11; 9:9)s The prophet Malachi says of the
Uossish that He is 1ike a refiner's tire, SN -] sl
T\ ‘_\ % D U./S\i D(Hahohl. 3:8)e i‘, hl L2 1 s
the participle Pier of l"] "] X& s "to refine,"” :u amelt."
The prophet continues and s;yu-ghat the Ieuhl': is like ful-
ler's soap, 1] D :l 3 b SRl _, :l j n“,_j_
1s alkali; 1iye. Hengsténber; says that the two figures of
the fire and the lye may be understood in a double sense.
In contact with airt they burn it up, but in contact with
metal and clothes they cleanse and purify.8

The coming of the Kessish to execute judgment is for the
Purpose of cleansing the people from sin (Malachi 3:3). The
Prophet says that the Messiah will purify the sons of Levi,
1] 11 ok ] :L_h S\s A S:_IDT. The prophet uses
L lor:ios of";:oriia to rere-z' to washing .l‘lldh as D _:_1 ::)
vhich is also used in the 0ld Testament in reference to -:uh-
ing out guilt (Micah 73193 Psalm 52:9)s | ﬂ' ').1? means to
declare something clean or pure ceremcnially (Leviticus 113323
Psalm 51:¢), P P T means "to filter," "refine" (Job 28:1).
Concerning the 01; ﬂ;atmnt concept of Purification qmno-
stone says:

The process whereby moral impurity was to be done away

vas typified or shadowed forth by the purifications of

the Levitical ritual; and the word which is in general
use in the 0.T. to express the process is thaher

eEo We Hengstenberg, Op. _0_1!-' v, 193,
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{ 71 5T 1D), which signifies in the intensive form,

:: g:grem::g:z ;lle::nig;;gt. or shining, and hence to make

Malachi desoribes the effect of this process of pur-
ification when he states that there shall be those who will
offer unto ¥ahwekh offerings in rightecusness (Malachi 3:3=4).
The word for offering is §| 7;\' ] n which is rendered
Bift (Pselm 45:12), sacrifice (1 Kings 29:36), oblation
(Isaish 1:113). According to Girdlestone SI 7\ § n
must be regarded as a token of love, grat:l.tude-rand: thanks=-
8lving to God. It was an aclmowledgment on the part of man
that God is the source of all things.m How the lleasiah
will effect this cleansing iz not clearly indicated, just as
Jeremich does not state how God will forgive sin in the per-
lod of the new covenant (Jeremish 31:31-34). Ezekiel dwells
on the same thought when he writes that God will sprinkle
clean water upon His people and they will be clean and He
will give them o new heart and a new spirit (Ezekiel 36:26-28).

The prophet, nevertheless, declares that God will draw
near in judgment against the soxcerers, adulterers, false
swearers, the oppressors, those who are unhospitable to
strangers and who 4o not fear God (Malachi 3:5) The double

task of the Messiah in bringing salvetion and executing

9Eu::ba:-i: Baker G@Girdlestone, Synonyms of the Old Testament
(Grand Rapids, liichigan: Vme B E%s ‘Publishing Gompany,
1951" Pe 143,

107h14., p. 191.
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Judgment against the wicked was taught already by Isalsh
(Isaish 11:4). The prophet Malachi views the Messiah's
Soming for redemption and judgment as one event which 1is
-8gain in acoordance with the prophetic prespestive of the
014 Testament.




CHAPTER VIII
THE ESSENTIAL FEATURES OF THE MESSIANIC AGE
The Universal Reign of the Messiah

In desoribing the Messianic kingdom Zechariah says
that the dominion of the Messiah shall be from sea to 288,

and from the River to the ends of the earth (Zecharish
8:10). Scme soholars such 2= Eichhorn and Abenezra reject
the view that the expression P‘ hl S\S = D 'D s)&" |
1literally includes the ends of the-.eu-li:t'u Eichhorn n-tntol

that Yahweh gives to the kingdom of Israel its widest

bounds, from the Dead Sea to the Mediterramean, from the

Euphrates to the desert of Arsbia.]' Hengstenberg opnoses

this view as foliows:

(1) 's b‘ N 19 D N 15 never applied to the
boundaries of the Jewish kingdom, dbut always denotes
the uttermost parts of the entire earthe (2) The
gecond sea must be the moat remote of all the seas.
{3) As the whole sentence ococurs in Ps. 1xx11.8, and

Zechariah must therefore have had this passage in his
mindes o« s ¢ But in the Pselm we find from the verses

which follow, that, not Palestine alone but the whole
earth, with all its tridbes and countries, is to serve

.the kinge (4) The explanation sometimes given to
n 3 sl ol s from the Dead Sea, or from

=T
the .Eled Seay; to the S‘ iterranean is inadmissible on
grammatical groundse.

Reil interprets the phrase 1 § 1 41 Y3 » from the
T T ¥

1r. W. Hengstembevg, Christology of the 014 Testament
(Edinburgh: T. and T. Clark, 1864), 11i, 4il. _
: 2mb1d,
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Tiver as from the Euphrates as in Micsh 7:12 and Isaiah
7120, The Euphrates 1s considered the remotest eastern
boundary of the land of Israel according to Genesis 15:18
&nd Exodus 25:31 so that the Euphrates is the terminus a
e to which the ends of the earth are opposed as the ter-
Bimus ad queme® The universality of the Kessisnic kingdom
is e clear teaching of the 01d Testsment. Thus in the book
0f Psalms Yahweh promises to give His Anointed One thu
uttermost parts of the earth for His possession (Psalm £2:8j
72:8y 11). The prophet.Daniel sees the Messianic kingdom
88 a atone that became a great mountain which filled the
"hole earth (Daniel 2:51=45)e The Messish shall rule not
only over the land of Canaan as did David and Solomon but

over the entire earthe.
The Mossiah’s Reign Establishes Peace

The prophet Haggel foretold that in the Messianic age
Yahweh will give poace. This 51.v1n5. of peace is closely
assoclated with the Temple (Haggai 2:9). Zechariah speaks
of the lessienic age as a time when Yahweh will destroy all
Weapons of war (Zechariah 9:10)e The prophes.further states
that the Messiah will speak peace to the Gentiles. Hengsten-
berg says of this passage:

%0c F. Xe1l and Franz Delitzseh, "Ihe Tvelve Minor

Frophets,” Biblical Gomantsg* on the 01d Testament (Edin~
burgh; Ts an ° axk, ? 2 ®
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The subject of = | :l | 1 (and he speaks) 1s the
king. %What worldly kings ‘can only aoconplilh by
force of arms, He effects by a simple word.

Hengetenberg views this ninth chapter of Zechariah as

& prophetie aeéount of the expedition of Alexander the
Great.® Before the advent of the Messlah Yahweh will out
Off from Israel the chariot and the horse and the battle
bow and bring Israsl down to the lowest depth of humilia-
tion, Without the means of military equipment the Messieh
will establish universal peace. The 0ld Testement sees in
the Lessianic kingdom the time of universel peace. Isaiah
calls the Messiah "the Prince of Peace" and says that of the
incremse of His government and peace there shall be no end
(Iseiah 9:6«%). Other passages which refer to the peace and
harmony that shall prevail in the Messianic sge are Isalah
11:56-10; Jeremiah 23:5-6.; Ezekiel 34:23-2653 Micah 5:53
Zschariah 3:10.

The Hessianlc Age Brings About the Oonversion
of the Nations

The salvation which the iiessish brings is not confined
{0 Israel alome but t0 all nations of the world. The post-
exilic prophets foretell of the nations turning %o Yahweh.
The kessiah will accomplish this at His advent. Zechariah
says that in that day, the Messianic Age, many nations shall

4Eo Ve HQHS!thbCI." » OPe -‘-!-‘-t-" Pe 410,
sl'bi.d., Pe 360

_
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Join themseives to Yahweh (Zecharish B:EB). Yahweh explains
What this joining themselves to the Lord signifies. He de-
¢lares that they will be His people. The universalistic note
of God's salvation in the Messianic age is clearly seen in
Zechariah 8:22-23 where the prophet foresess the nations
Soming to Jerusalem to seek Yehweh and His favour. Heiniseh
8ays concerning the conversion of the nations in the Messian-
ic eras

Vhen the prophets described the glory of Israel, they

did not refer to contemporary Israsl, but the Israel
of messianic times, that Israel which is intimately

united with God and ugioh includes all Gentiles con=
verted from paganisme

That Yahweh ineluded the Gentile nations, the non=-
Israelites, in His plan of redemption is a clear teaching
of the entire 0ld Testament. Yahweh revealed that in ths
patrierch Abraham and in his seed all the familles of the
earth shall be blessed (Genesis 12:3; 18:118; 22:18). Yahweh
declares to His Anointed One that He will give Him the nations
for His inhoritance (Psalm 2:8). Isalah foretold that the
nations will seek after the root of Jesse (Isaiah 11:10).
Yahweh has givon the Messiah for a light of the nations
(Isaiah 42:6). The Messiah is the salvation of Yahweh unto
the end of the earth (Isaiah 49:6)s Isaiah sees nations
coming to the 1light of Yahweh (Xsaiah 60:3). Other passages

which speak of the salvation of the nations during the

®Paul Heinisch, Theology of the 01d Testament (College=-
ville, Minnesota: The ﬂ'#gloﬂ Press, 1060), ppe. 892 fo
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Messianic age are Amos 9:18; Zeoharish 14:16-17.

The Material Aspect of the Messlanic Age

In the Nessianic age Zechariah says that living waters
shall go out from Jerusalem (Zscharish 14:8). Concerning the
material espect or prosperity of the Messianic era Cohen sayss

Jerusalem will be the source of perennial streams which

will dvrigate and fertilisze the whole land. Similarly,

2 fountain is spoken of in Joel 1v.18 as coming forth

cut of the house of God, and Ezeklel xlvii.l2 pictures

21?2@?:3383?12'%:?::‘1. e Sanctuary which will transform

Zschariah states further that this situation will con-
tinue in both sumer and winter. The living waters will
flow in sumner as well as winter (Zechariah 14:8). The 0ld
Testanent in general speaks of the material prosperity which
Yahweh will give in the ideal future which is the age of the
leagianie kingdom. Isaish declares ﬁow the desert shall
blossom ag the rose (Isailah 35:1-10). Other passages which
treat of the material prosperity of the Messlanic age are
Isajah 29:173 352:15) Jeremiah 5131123 Esekiel 47:1-12. This
material prosperity of which the prophets speak is the re=
sult of the transformation of nature which Yahweh will bring
about during the lMeasianic era. After the fall of man into
8in in the Garden of Eden Yahweh had pronounced a curse upon
the earth (Genesis 3:17-19)c The curase of God was a Judgment

I?
L. Cohen, editor, The Twelve Prophets (Bournemouth,
HAants: The Soncino Press, 1948), Pe 35'!.
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Upon man and nature (Judges 5:233 Numbers 28:6), This curse
1e the wrath of God (Deuteronomy £7:15)e The Memsiah removes
this curse and in its place brings the favour and blessing
Of God upon man and nature. The New Testament 21lso speaks
0Z the tranaformetion of nature, of new heavens and a new
Sarth {2 Peter 3:10-133 Revelation 21:1-2215) What the
zature of ¢his transformation of the universe is has not
been ravealed to us. In desoribing the glory and blessed-
ness of the Hessianip age the prophets no doubt spoke in
highly poetic forms. God has spoken to men through the
prophets in terms which the people of that time could under-

8tand,
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