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izes the Kingdom of God. Malachi speaks of the actual
8ppearing of the Messish in the temple (Malaohi 3:1). Al-
though the concept of the temple may include the literal
temple at Jernzalem, the theocratic people (Jeremish 7:l4),
and the Kingdom of God, it appears that Malachi is referring
to the litersl temple. lalachi is directing his message
8gainst the corruptions of the priesthood in their adminis-
trations (Melachi 136-2:4). The people had fallen into un-
faithfulness in their mixed marriages (Malachi 2:11-17).
The people were murmuring against God that if He has no
Pleasure in the ungodly why does He not menifest Himself
(Walachi 2:17). Hengstenberg says that the discontent of the
People after the Exile was occasioned by the unfulfilled
Promises of God eontained in the book of Isalah and that they
charged God with breaking the covenant.l> Yshweh promises
to come in judgment. The Messiah would come to His temple
(Malachi 2:1).

The Advent of the Messiah Preceded by a Messenger

Halachi states that a messenger would precede the advent
of the ilessiah. There are vi;wa regarding the identity of the
mnessenger including such confliecting opinions as that the mes-
senger is to be identified with lMalachi himself, with the angel
of TCeath, the prophets, Elijah, an angel from heaven, an ideal

mE. We Hengstenberg, chr!.stoloq of the 0ld Testament
(Edinburghs 7. and . Clark, » IV, «
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person in whom the whole company of the prophets is
represented, a priest or even the llee:s!.nh.:la Acoording
%0 Malachi %he mneogsenge? is distinet from Yahweh Himaself,
the Lord who comes to His temple and the messenger of the
Covenant who iz the Lord of the temple. Halachi identifies
the messenger with Elfjeh (lalachi 4:6). The New Testament
Places the fulfiliment of Malachi's prophecy in the ministry
of John the Baptist (Matthew 11:10; Mark 1:2-4). Malachi's
Prophecy of the advent of the messenger is similar to that
of Iseiah’s voice in the wilderneas (Isalah 4033=5).

The lessiah Viewed as Having Been Sent by Yahweh

The post-sxilic prophets reveal the conscilousness of
the Messlah of being divine. The Messiah iz aware that His
mission iz a divine one, that He has been sent by Yahweh.
In the bock of Zscharish the messenger Himself speaks and
reveals His awarencss of His divine mission as having been
entrusted to Him by Yahweh (Zechariah 2:8-11; 6:15). The
traditionel Jewish view concedes thet these passages refer
to the Hessianiec times. ? These passages are Important in
tomnection not only with the divine mission of the Meassiah
but also with the relationship of the Messiah to Yahweh.
The person and work of the Messiah is revealed in connection

13114,
145, W. Hengstenberg, ops oite, III, 317.
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with the divine mission given by Yahweh. There are many
Passages in the 0ld Testament which clearly indicate the
divine mission of the Messiah which stand in direct re-
lation %o the prophecies of Haggail, Zechariah and Malachi
toncerning the divine mission or sending of the Messiah
by Yahweh (Deuternomy 18315, 183 £ Samuel 7:12-16; Isaiah
05143 61:1~3; Jeremiah 23:6-6).




CHAPTER V
THE PERSONH OF THi MESSIAH
His Human Origin and Descent

The prophet Zecharish spplied certain terms such as
"Servant" and "Branch® to the personm of the Messish which
reveal the human nature of the liessiah. Yahweh calls the
lHosslsh "My servant," 7 ~] T\ Y (Zechertah 3:8). Isaien
hed elready used this term to d'atli;nate the Messiah (Isaieh
42:1; 49:3; 603103 52:13-53:12). Delitzach points out that
there is no 0la Testament idea which is so wonderfully de-
veloped as thet of the Servant of Yahweh. He states that
-r :].EJ mey refer to the entire nation of Israel; it may
8180 refer to the Church which is faithful to God ia its
dlepersion, the faithful remnant of the Exile. Finally it
refers to the Messish Himself.l Delitzsch says: "Sometimes
these three factora are combined together in this notion of
the Servant, sometimes ‘they are separated. L Ezekiel ap-
Plies to the iMessiah the term "My servent® (Ezekiel 34:25-24).
The 014 Testament prophets, therefore, speak of the Messiah
a8 the Servant of Yehweh. The term | _) o in the Old
Testament means both slave aud worshippor:" Iéftl; -A texm

lh'an Delitzsch, Messlanic Prophecies, translated by
Semuel Ives Curtiss (EdInburgh: Te % T. Clark, 1880),
Pp. 83 f.

21hid. , pp. 84 £.
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Which deseribes @ positfon of trust (Genesis 40:20)s It
8l80 iz & term which designutes men's position before God

(Tevitious 26:55; Douteronomy 34:6)s The term "Servant®

48 applied to the Messiah by Zecharish indicates thet the
Kesslah has come as the representaetive of Yahweh. The
Hesalah subordinates Himself to the will of Yalwehe The
Hesslah does not coms of Himself but is sent by ¥Yshweh as
indlcated by the statement, ~ SV X 'O N "I | s\
L | 3 f_j. , "hekold, I will bring on o e
Servant," (Zschariah 5:8)s This expression indicates the
unique relatlon of the person of the Mossiah %o Yahweh.
Zecharish adds the term "Branch" or "Shoot" to that of
"Servant." Twice he refers to the Messish as the "Shoot"
(Zeohariah 3:8; 6:12). Zecharish clearly presents the humen
mature of the Messish by calling Him a mam, |2/ 7 S .
The term "Shoot", T\ n X< 5 18 @erived from the verb 7\ ‘nz
Which means to spring forth or sprout (Genesis 2:15; Exodus
10:5). The LXX translates 1t with the term A ¥ & —o 2 11’
Which mesns a rising in reference to the sun and stars.
Hengstenberg findas in the term [\ 'Y) 22 an allusion to
the lowlinesaz of the Messieh who at rn--u will resemble not
& proud tree, but a sprout which grows but graduaslly into a
tree.° Cohen takes a modern Jewish position and explains the
term "Shoot" as a reference to Zerubbabel. He states:

EE We Hengstenberg, Christology of the 0ld Testament
(Edinburgh: T. and T. Clark, 1864 )'E.'Lv_"'xn, 380 £.
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liodern as well as ancient interpreters sgree in ex-
Plaining the Shoot as the expected Messiah. Shoot
(tsemach) means that which sprouts or shoots from the
ground. The translation of R.V., 'the Branch' is un-
sultable, The term designates Israel's ideal ruler
(cf. Jor. xxi11.5), and has quite naturally beem ap~
plied to Xing Messiah, The prophet has in mind Zer-
\'lbbabel who 1s referred to as the Shoot in vi.12,

The old tree of the Jewish State was dead, but the
prophet foreshadows a new shoot of David's house'
(Barnes). With Zerubbabel the Prince and Joshua the
High Priegt the picture of rehabilitated Israel is
complete.

8uch a view contradicts the earlier liessianic proph=
6cles which clearly designate the Messish by the term
"Shoot" (Ieefah 4323 11:1; Jeremish 25:5; 53i16)s Baron
states thet Joremish £3:6 ie the verse most generally gquoted
by Jews as a proof that the Messieh 1s to be the Son of
David,® He further etates:
Eimohi and Rashi interpret, 'My Servant the Branch®,
of Zervbbabel, but they themselves acknowledge that
the older interpretation among the Jews was of the
Messiah, and they give no good reason for departing
from the received interpretation. Here again the
Targum Jonmathan introduces Messiah by name.
Kimehi himself acknowledges that "Branch™ is a term
to designate the izessiah." Abarbenel states that the
Prophecy cannot refer to Zerubbabel because he never attain-

ed to royalty, dominion or any other dignity beyond that

1. Gohen, editor, The Twelve Prophets (Bournemouth,
Hante: The Soncino Press, s Pe 288.

Spavia Baron, Rays of Messiah's Gl {(Grand Rapids,
Michigen: Zondervan Publishing House, %6). pe 76e .
®mig., p. 207,

"4, .
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Which he already possessed.® The Messiah is called the
"Branch" bhecause He shall spring up from the House of
Davide He is = descendant of the royal famlly of David
(Jeremiah 23:6; Ysaiah 11:1). He is the son of David.

Zechaerieh says of the Messiah that He shall shoot up
outofmsplaee.ﬁ'nk I ﬂﬂhh'l »
(Zechariah 6: 12)c The name o;' the llouiah or the term
"Shoot" describes the origin of the Messiah as one of
1W1‘1naa. The 'I.xx translates t}'.a Hebrew ’text thus: o
Kot UNo Kd Tw Osy A V<ToU NV =L A £¢
and He shall grow up from under. This expression of Zech-
arish that the Messiah will grow below upwards, from lowli-
ness to eminence is indicated in other passages of the 01d
Testament. Iseish speaks of the lowliness and exaltation
of the lMessiazh (Isafeh 53:2; 10-12). .

The Divine Origin of the lMessiah

Not only do the post-exilic prophets speak of the human
nature and lowly origin of the Messiah but they also speak
of His divine origin and mature. lalachi speaks of the Lord,
]7 | S\s _l » who shall come to His temple but who is at
the seame 'bime clearly distinguished from !ahweh (Malachi 3:1).
The LXX translates ]" = S\g _.l with K'\Je CoS which
1s used also for Yahweh. ', ] S\s "'| is used of God Himself
in the 014 Testement {Psalm 114!'73 Iaaiah 1:24). The prophet

81bia,




Speaks of the temple as belonging to the Lord, I 1 ‘ N _'r\ ’

who is o separate person from Yehweh. That the lolsiah is
8ignified by the term "Lord" as used by Malachi oan be de-

_ Tived from the fact that David refers to the Messiah as "my

Loray" ] "T S 4 (Pselm 110:1). The Temple is the
Possession of the Mass—:lah. Zecharieh says that the Messiah
shall build the Temple of Yahweh and bear the glory of it
(Zechariah 6:13). The word for glory 1is _T '| S—\' which means
welght, importanse, splendor, majesty (Numbers 27:20). It is
8 term which frequently 1s used with reference to God in the
0ld Testament (Psalm 8:13 148:13)e Such statements of the
Post-exilic prophets that the Messiah shall bear the glory

of the Temple reveal the exalted mature of the person of the
Hessiah.

The ilessiah iz Identified with the Angel of Yahweh
o B W

Halachi equates the Messiah with the Messenger of the
covenant (Malechi 3:1). The verd S\s :_ which 1s singular
indicates the essential unity of the I.or-t‘l- who comea to His
Temple and the Messenger of the covenant. The Lord and the
liessenger of the covenant stand in parallel relation. The
Messenger of the covenant is the Angel of the Lord who is
80 frequently referred to throughout the 0ld Testament.
Hengstenberg presents the various conflicting views concern=
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ing the Angel of the Lord.? Some have interpreted the
Angel of the Lord to signify not a person connected with
G0d by unity of essence but an inferior sngel through whom
God 1ssues and executes His commsnds end who represents God.
Others have interpreted the Angel of the Lord as a natural
Phenomenon or visible sign, by which Yahweh made known His
presence.1¥ 5t111 others view the Angel of the Lord merely
@8 a form in which Yahweh Himself appamd-n Such views
tannot be maintained in view of Malachi's identification of
the Angel or iiessenger of the covenant with “the Lord (Malachi
311)s Zecharish clesrly identifies the Angel of the Lord
with God (Zechariah 12:8)e The divinity of the Angel of the
Lord 1s indicated in the following passages: . Genesis 323
24=-303 48:16; Fxodus 35:1-63 23:20-21; Joshua 5:113-15;
Judges 13:20-22; Isaleh 63:9.
Briggs states concerning Malachi's prophecy of the advent
of the lessiahs
The advent is a divine advent, for the Malakh of the
covenant is the ancient theophanic angel, who so often
appeared in the early history of the nntion to guide
and deliver them. He comes to judge Israel according
to his covenant keeping. He comes suddenly to His

temple, when men will not expeet Him, although His
advent had been heralded. He comes as judge and as

°E. W. Hengstenberg, Christology of the 01d Testament
(Bdinburghi P. and Te Olerky TBSETN, 06 s —
101,14,

Nyia,
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redoemer in the day of doom. 18

2 That the Messenger of the covenant, -_[ s\s ?1 n
n .—' :. E__-\, refers to the Messlah is 1ndio:tud in T3
Isalek where 4t is sald of the Yeasish that Yahweh will
give Him "for a covenamt of the people” (Isaiah 42:63
49:18)c The 01d Testament defines the _I' S\e— 11 h
< 7 ) 21 ¥las the name of the ezpaeted- Mediator of a
new eove;xan't:;. G'aremiah defined the content of that cov-
énant (Jeremiah 31:131=-34)s It was a covenant of mercy and
forgivensss. The Angel of the Lord is said to forgive and
redeem (Genesis 48:163 Exodus 25:20-21).

The Equality of the Messiah with Yahweh

The equality of the Messiah with Yehweh and the per=-
Sonal distimction is brought out in a number of passages.
Zechariash distinguishes between Yahweh who declares that
He will dwell fn the midst of His people and Yahweh who
Sends this divine personage (Zecharish £:10-13), Isaish
speekes in a similar vein (Isaiah 48:163 59:20-213 61:1l).
Concerning this prophecy of Zechariah Hengstenberg comments:

It ia evident from ver. 11, 'and I will dwell in the

midst of thee, and thou shalt lmow that the Loxrd of

hosts hath sent me unto thee', that the person, who
announces here that he will glorify the church with
his presence, is the angel of the Lord, who was

afterwards to appear, as the prophets had predicted,

in the Measiah himself. Consequently, He who waas to
dwell in the midst of the covenant nation, just as He

12
Charles Augustus Briggs, Messianic Prophecy (New Youxrics
Charles Scribner's Sons, 1891), P 4706e
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had formerly been present in the pillar of cloud and

of fire, was the very same person, who was now sent

by the supreme God to convey this glorious intelli=

gense through the prophet to the nation, who is call-

%ﬁe“ﬁﬁﬁﬁiﬁgéﬁ,“ii'ai3£:§2312§°h22 Tron the Eonuse.15

Zecharish hears Yahweh oall the Messiah "the man that
1s near unto we.” 7 §1 ' 1) Y 1] 7\ (zecherian 13:7).
The word ¢ ° ny m;ans fs;nﬂ';.- eompaily c;r fellow (Le-
viticus 18:20; .19:11; 24:19)c In what sense does Yahweh call
the Messiah "My fellow" or "neighbor"t Keil states that
n } YJ Ej implies more than unity or community of voeca-
tion on th: basls that no owner of a flock or lord of a flock
would call a hired or purchased shepherd his ¢) ° N Y a4
Kell states that ¢)° Y_'_\ ? involves not only the ide; 0; simi-
larity in vocation, but commnity of physicel or spiritual
descent so that the Hessiah is presented not as a mere man
but as one who participates in the divine nature, or is es~-
sentlally divine.28 ¢ 7 A Y 1s a word which 1s peculiar
to the Pentateuch but aubse.queztly has become entirely ob-
soletes It is used eleven times in the Pentateush. It 1a
used of lews relating to injuries done to near relations to

indicete the seriousness of the crime dons to one who is

lsEo Vo Hengstenberg, op. cit., III, 316,

140. Fo Keil and Franz mlit’!@h. 9_20 Q’.to. 39%.

6114,
L=ty
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related both bodily and spiritually by & common dnuent.“
The divinity of the lieasiah is elearly .:-ovaaled by the post-
exilis prophets and this is in accord with previous state-
ments of the 0ld Testament and of the dootrine of the Angel
of the Lord,

a8
Eo Ve Hangai:enberg. 220 2&0. Nl 109,




CHAPTER VI
THE SUFFERING OF THE MESSIAH
The Lowly King

Zeoharish is the only one of the post-exiliec prophets
vho directly refers to the suffering of the Messiah. He
8peaks of the lowly condition of the lessish in connection
with His advent (Zeoharish 9:9). One of the diffioult
words of this passsge iz 4 L_'y 7 ] which delor!.bel-tl.n
liessiah as He appears to dwell among His people. !'J l-.{-! 1 ]
is the Hiphal participle aingular masculine of ‘j L_LI. ..:.
Which means to save, deliver. The question is whether %o
translate it as a passive or as a raﬂuzil-ro on the basis
of the context. The LXX renders J l-_'él 1T with the
expression < '-:f' va, using the active present participle.
According to Hengstenberg Y l:U J oscurs no less than twenty
times in the Niphal and always in a passive sense and never
a8 a reflexive.’ 4is a further proof of the passive meaning
of LJ#J-,.‘;I' 7 { he statess:

Now the prophet had no occasion whatever to employ the

Niphal participle in an unusual sensej for if this had

been the meaning he wished to express, there was the
word 4 1 4 9 T » vhich 1s found in more than

JE. V. Hengstenberg, Christology of the 0ld Testament
(Edinburghz To and T. Clar » s 11X, 39%7.
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thirty paesagelog
Cohen agrees that Y4 l-1l! 7 1 1s a passive participle
but he renders it by "the recipient of salvaticnm."> The
Jewish expositor, Kimohi, translated Y W 7] ase
Passive which means that the Messiah has been saved or de=
* Kei1l, nowever, states that Y Wi ] I should

not merely be translated as a passive but un a more general

1ivered.

sense, that the Messish is one who has been endowed with
salvation or help from God.® In Deuteronomy 53:29 Israel
is viewed a3 2 people saved by Yahwehe. In the light of
this passage and Psalnm 53116 Y h_u 1 T 1= best trans-
lated as @ passive. That the prophet Zecharish was speaking
of the Messiah’s deliverance from and triumph over suffering
can be supported in view of the fifty-third chapter of Isaish
vhich speaits of the humiliation, suffering end exaltation of
the Servant of Yahwoh who 1s the Messiah Himself.

Y '1’:’ 1 { must be viewed in the 1ight of the 0ld Test-
Gment in general. Isalseh says of the Messish that He is the
Salvation of the daughter of Zion. He uses the terms
B Y W 7, thy saivation (Zsatsh 62111). The Messish in the

EM Y

3A‘. Cohen, editor, The Twelve Prophets (Bournemouth,
Hants: The Soncino Pream

%8. W. Hengstenmberg, ope oite, pe 398

50- Fo Kell and Frenz Delitzsch, "The Twelve Minox

Propheta,™ Biblical Comment on the 0ld Testament (Edin-
burgh: T, an ° aric, » » °




