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CllA?'D I 

Dl'!'RODUCTIO! 

• 10 C ru.."?Ch .i"lnds het•self. ·oou.au, a s novor botoro • f'J.ooeled by a. 

•c;r-cJly rJaOo:i.~ publie:l.tion or novola uJ10so r.1essnr.,.,e~ to o. :-eat a2et.cnt., 

io clio.""!C·ir:lcaJ.J:; Ot"> se~ to the Revela·::.ion oi '.tn.1.th 4S it is !a.md 1n 

the , cr.lpo;;ures. ~\'his 'bet io so ai<lely ?;noun as .. i;o be almost t.-.tte. 

ict f:...10 C..:im•c!i :ltoolf -- "' . by ti1c Ohurdl ! rt an ell Protestant 

C -Stia11 co ~renoti.Ol'lS in tbo t702'ld - ba.s ,.,eey nonrly CO.'i.lplateJj 

i cnorecl, f :."0..11 :1:is bee,:i.nninc., ~b::ts perid.Cl\lo.r streD!ll ot litoratm1e. 

'l':1a l'ro-oostant, cb\'\rellGa have dono pits.i'ullii,- little to cll3ll.cn~ 

"lil10 :Jctlorn ntr.rcl. 'Wllt\t lms been clone haa beon done :ln nn ur.or:r-mized., 

w.~~:-."'!l.ss f'a.sl'>...ion. A f\:!i:: rev-.le::s a!JPe:A~ in colu:m spotsJ 

perbo:,"ls e note in e theolo~ccl. jourMl.J 1')8rl1:1?)s a li.-ie in a ~m-J 

or o ''plu,f' in G publis, i ng house 'book-jaokotJ or a sentence in the 

p~"lpi ~ - ~ r t his bit to f-lc;ht wilat :ts probabJ.¥ ono 0£ t he moat 

potent publ:.o i"O!'Ces., alon~ tdth the Moviea• :ln o...ustenco. 

Tho lucan Catholic Church hBs done narc to ste::i tbe tide. t'irst 

or ;-J,., o'l!e ms pi~ ced P-01"0 lla';els of her O".m, cvcn a.t- t!JG r.isk of 

soneti.11:es certain f".!.na.'lcial loss. I rofar "'?Gl"ticulal~J.¥ to the \a-orlm 

of the contcr,!!pomry i:wstic, 'l'hanJ!Ls Merton, whom oarlif ur-.1.t.i.ngs mwt 

Ilo.ve loat t;_ e ?ilpiro much in tunda. I rofer a1oo to tl1e recent novo1., 

lhq Cardinal• u r.icb not ~ oppearcd in °Comopoli:tan° rilC:;Gm.m co 

a sor-l.G11 but mmt on to boca.ie c. "beat-seller&' on the boo!: otands -

and not., according to mv- omipetent litcrarJ ot.andaN., doaorvedl.y,. 



-Ce~ ~ C41"'Jinal cannot · conooivab~ be 1'D!-"lked v.l.tb books oE tr_.o cal1ber 

of Ja."'l.et:: J0110S1 ~ Hore lg ... torm.t;y1 -in 11~ quality. 

?.Len, t t the RDim!n l"',athoJJ.cs hnve r.!&intained a &te:lrq and clear eye 

o:n the ~oin~a...c,n in the litGmJ"l" uor1d. Few novoliats haw berated the 

Roman i'ai t ,h, a.nd made ott 1iitb it. To be ~, ])\mlOl.ed, and i'~ 

le.U3i ed at l,:r a rt10.-sc.~ine t1hicll carri:es the woieilt or, tor uma;,J.e, "A."lel"icati• 

i s -~ot u desirable elq)cr-.lonce for m\Y novelist. l!ost of the writers uho Imou 

0 t •e ropes: stay ~ frcn t..'io priosthood and tbe eleve.tm Host, or., on the 

ot.lto1" end of the sc~e, tboy bam'bard the sanctity or tl1e 1l.m;mn C"nurch wJ.th 

kl.J,.acy- bits or huraor (or t.ho 31.03 CZ'Qaby, B4rr., Fitzgerald type), and mn 

tho c.'1Jile of tho A.rcbbiohop. And ue have not even mont.ioned t.he Ubrary 

or t.he :t'orbidde."1 .B-.lO!:s., no?t the fast bold v:dcl1 the Rcr.mn Church eains on 

tl10 reading of its children 't11z-oueh the~ day school. 

And., tr'4th1'Jlly1 the Roman Church oueht to be praisad for its energies 

diloected to:-mrd the novelist. The Ramm Church has seen the need., and acted 

u~~n ~t r:t.sturely. I t 1a possiblo that tho Protc,Gtmlt OJmrch llU ~ 

el:!r.tpsed the mad1 and nas cbooen to act upon S.t 1n a correapondil'l£;1:r spo­

m (lj.c manner •. 

The ChUl"Ch needs orea.tive novelist:>, mid coocl ones,, to place t.he 

a os~o or t.~o GoB!Jf>l into the hands of a stamgo,. eluaiue audience. The 

rca.dors of." Gladys Scbmitt, poso:t~, coulci be NtJ.ched. with a tine Lutheran 

!'3.'l\Phlet, but it is d .ubtful. Or conceivabl,1' they could be touched by a 

church sorvi.ce• but that io dotlbttul.1 too •. Rea«lor9 of 'the novel. are vor,v 

l!?rci;1 :tere to Etor.n:1:!W; ha.a boon c1.tact by C8Jll" crit:l.ca as Amaricall 
boat n'ovot Inllii""J.ist decade, the Duork of a natm-al. navalist, a gem.1111.• 
Too tiOl'k mll. be quoted d1rect:q lat.or Sn this pa.,.-. As tar as literary 
B~1e GDcl C4})&Citq :ls concernecl, RobjnDOJl18 book o:umot stand eJongi\1e 
·tJ!a"t ot Jar.mo JODDl!te 



ofton tbe ld.nd of people uho a,.PQld prca.cll1neos of an:, kbid. '!'hat• o ~ 

t hey road tlle novel - becauoe it doesn't. preachJ it :bud.nuatos. 

But t ;1h.0 :lnoinuates? The mit..'1.or? Can he be held accountable f or the - . 

vor<.ts of h:.i.a characters? I s tho author doin6 tile insinuatinc, or is he 

morol.y holdil13 the r.d.r1-or -u;, iic lds tiaes, and 1eaving it to the .rr.ature 

1•eader t o do bi s a.m culling, his a.m morallzine, hi• mm jud.,qinc;? 'l'bis 

erg1.1111ei1.t is cor..atantly advm1ced 'by the novelist. himself' a.&nnst cri'Ucs 

't-NlO \v.'.sl'! to hold him _morsU:,- responsibl.o. 

It ourjli; to be said, releva.-it to t.hat a.rt,'W.w."lt, that. no novoliat cam 

a.c-i:.,m,lly writ e ui thout identifying himself tti.th at .least ems character 

:L.--i his work. :i:t is :!RaposGible to r.J3!m a character live 'Hha.n ono does not 

1:ktlm-r. 11 And eince ever':f rur.reliat lma-.m hi.'!!Self batter t han augone olse, 

ho ~Jill al."llost invaria.bl;y pu:t some of h:ir.tselt into ever:, novel. I t is 

possible to i'lnd ficm·tn.,,c:way in ever:, H~oUQ" hero, and the same applies 

to noor:cy- GVecy otJl.Gr modern .tt1?1ericmi novelist. 

Sscondq, uJ;lo roads the novelist? OnJ¥ the mature? l'uW dru681st 

'Hill q\dclt:cy- point, out tha1i a conside2~le number ot teem-agars, tor 

.~le, bl"Qi,ls& ~ about his pocJmt book twirl-counter. tire those 

teen..a5ers cap:mlo or doin:; their cr.m 3ud&iat;? Or the dot.ermined manbor 

oi" tile Book-!'of-the Uontb Club, t.lle YOUQS wifo aml r.iotber who J"JlmB8e;; to 

~m· her perhaps disillu~-; ~ l.Uo 1d:tJi her husband am cllildron b:, 

rwcli ·"8 the latest samal mc:ploi.ts of a Frank Yfll"by hero - is aha 

capable or doina ber own ~ -""1.ng? 

If the author can shrug off ltJ.s responsibili 1:¥ to the J'OUD,&1 and 

to the banatare, 1D such GaS.Y' .fashion as in the past, the Christ.ian 

rmder ia :Indeed :ln a aarr., poait1on. Be mq dis.Un, but he cmmot 

cnt.io1BCh It he likes the author's morale, f'ine& It not, tho author 



- 24 -
Ohurcb seems to be hore for eooo., :t t. mot be p~ sanohorJ'. Ard uo 

it is - port.r~yetl in t.ho oa.-no p.JJ.c aheon ::i.s a dollar and ainotq-tive­

cen-'.,; :11oclt.1.ace in a dime-: st.ore •. 

The ca.thedr3ls arc beau·iif:ul .. but vl\con·i.. Tl e music is th&:re, but 

it is t h.e 1:,us:i.c o Jeo.l~s urul r lmrora. '!'ha noua1•s are perfu:nerl• but 

paper.. The r;htU"'ch is., i"iMXcy., a ske1eton unable t.o move• rlth no 

'breQ·i:,h., no ltfe., 110'1.hint; but a r.:e,;1ory and a tear. She has n::, t:ord bu'b 

ti\e t-roz-d of er.ioti011; no voice but tho silly aldspers ot rc.,ianco. Sbo 

:i.s only a. i>la.ce ··Jhere Pec,plc !let l·!arr.Led., or lmee1 tt> say a quic!t rayer 

boi"'ora tho next episode. 

It i.t; ir1poD&ible to os'Gi.r,,.ate tl'>.e damage the :Jo ·em novel. has done 

·i;o t 10 Church ao a imole. The sentit,iental attach:.1ent to t.'ie Church 
.. 

is ao.,ieti at of a unique pheno.11enon s.n ~Jaor.i.ca. !·1i1.ness the annual 

B?)lW.'"fie or at.'.;cndance in the pc.1-ra nt Clu---.lstrn!!.s., f,nd "the novelists 

have l~red this ei.i otional tug to the limit• The Church is tllero to 

bo ~norc.ted, adored like a Christmas tree• and then i'm,gotten while 

roo cont..1.nues on Iler way undisturbed. 

The attack iG so <:lm6erous, ao succosaf\zla because it is so 

ins-.tcli.ous. The ei:iotional appeal sounds nood - even to soae religious 

~;ritero. ooks have been 'tBgged "Christian" or nreli.,1ioua" wbich ha.vo 

little rlch-t to the Ut.le - books ouch as daugl1..~•e 'lhe liasor•s Edge, 

or Waugh• s Bricieohead Revloited~ And this ha r>3Md r.te;bt. un.ior tho 

eyes of Christian reaclorGe Tot:llJ.y i r-.nored !i1aa the t 'ac't that thf>SG 



nov-el.s ciici. not once r.iontion tho heart. eJld center of the Goapo1,4 nor 

even e.p,.roaohed tho concept of t·iorshlp ae prescribed iD ti.~ ic_,r,1 Tosta..~ 

·sost moder n novels a 11e pllty o£ insult. against the Cllilrcl1• and 

e spscidl,- t bs young r,eoplo of t.112 Chu..-ai1. It io ditficuli; to aee 

ar.y-'Gh:i.nz less than cont:i.nv.ine hal-m ccw.ns to the Church tran the 

:DiJ.l'ions or pages of '..1-ibsl> t-rbicil yee.rl._y sprinr; .f.'rom tho proar.os. 

Tile queGti~1 i :::: H:i.ll the Churcll l.eam to d o.f"end hercelf? And- llCTd' 

¾"lw coni.\isi011 or relil];i.ous c::not:Lorialism m.th Nlieion is not . .m 
orror paculia.r ·~ the secular publishers. ileligioua publishers have 
bean moro th:m a. t·ou t:lr,1es guil.ty of t,hia, end have advorti.sed as 
z, l:l.,,-ous navela ,.;hich aa-e .,uorely, at beot,., encO".ira&lng to t.'1e liv.1n:; 
o f. ::i clo:m. Chriotian .. lfr.e lito. Sam~1ehat more care could be c,r.orciaed, 
:u1 t l!li~ rer:."f)Oct, by roli;,;-ious publisbine hou.ac,e;• 

S!n t!ie sbnse t.h:Lt1 by poll.U;ting t.he tea~ of the Church, tJl8 
m"'i tai~s defc>.me the very mr-10 or t!lo Cllm'ch of GJ-irlst, &1'1 rcmder her o. 
m'i:.e:-ed-.dotm ::Lnstituticm of charity in tlle 8J'e& of the ~ prospec'ts 
o~ th .: Chu.-rch. 



CHA?Tm VI 

TC7,1ARD All At.SVIF.R ---------
Tl1a Chm-ch cen defend horooli' agaimJt 'the unclerg:lftl.1.ng acid of 

"Ghe motlal."ll novel in OlW of ·tuo t-m;,s. Ei.tl1or s'he can teJm the nCJiF8l to 

her bos014 - a"ld so ir..evi tab~ t18aken hm• mm theol.ozy to the 0 th1n 

bl uisl1 m·il li:11 es Professor Oliver ~ch't termed it.1 Or oho can ta.le 

a a""2!ld ar~i11.st ·lihe Eros mid Doa·c.h of t..~o nQVQL - a stand wanch uill not 

nbidc ezw COlll!)ram:!.m. 

•~ or t.he Protestant church bodies in am"' countr-.r. mii"ort,una:~, 

ho.ve effectac! e. moraer. The 11Chrlst:Lan Cen'turwJ'' is eblo to find spir.t:twal. 

~ths in HC3lllillgt·~ - indeed, Christian depths. 2 It is diacomug:i.ng 

to hen .. boo!t revious of sai2e of tho varst novels 1n con~ literature 

'be:lng pl--esaated 'Uith applaum to the lad1ea1 aid societies c.m euilds 

of almost ell larger Protestant churches. 

The camprcniao bas, then• been made to aano extent. It 1a no 

lonsor posoibl.G to discuss the Church as c:m;pl.ete:b" aepa.rate ~ her 

desw.lption in the naveJ.s as a ea~ bauble. Perhaps abs has ~ 

oarD8d her m.118 in tho nc,veJ. by her tGlk, pml1' fonn 1n tho UOl"ld• 'J.'hat 1a 

C de.a.°ini.to posntbil:l'f:i", but QD8 mt..ich it 1s not CISSY to determine. B~ 

tbeless, w mQ" tirld a sure c1uB b7 m~ watcb1D£ hor, tho PzrotGetant. 

1in a lect'IJl'9 on tho modem ~ {!iven at, C~ord:la College, 
Mil.uaukae., t-1:la,, :1a J_, ot 19bS. l'rof. ~cl1t had upec1a1 reterenco 
to the m ot.:lonal i aa pnnaleat in nac,el.a, often m:lsto.tcen for cenu:lne 
rel.1!:;ion. 

2Robert, conov:ar., "H~, 2.'ho Writer As Art;:f.st;,n a ReviR, 
Christian Cen:t:!Et, Vale LL'\1 No. 9 ~ 1..-ch b, l9~3, P• 256. 
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churches, for a mjor pru1;,. haw tailod to see in the modem non,1 mv-

tlll'eQt i7hatsoever to t.l1oir own uell-being. 

'l'he clnu"Ciles blar.\O their ~ youth aoc1ot.:1es vpon poor cm1am.m­

tion,. l.aok oi: teacliero arui le3ders, and r.mw othor .factors, and almost 

totell;; i231ore tha 'v.i.pc31" of tbe novel. at the boaau of t.118 entire Ohuzrch 

yocri;ll !l'l0\l'8:'.1out.3 !-'or it is the y011th eho readD i,·1:th ru,:;;1; innocent 

suocoptibili t:,- the novaJ.s or Jomes Jt-. Ca:ln1 i'~, Stoinboclc, em 
ell t he other potont:lal poioons wbich tl.ood ~•s drug store stands. 

' 
llmis Bruss qUGstions the ont:l.rc',t vieHpoint of .Chriatendm tan.rd aodern 

fiction: 

!?elicior.iarl:;s cl.m..-n that they bave the stuff that idll ~.oat the 
neo~to or mu- dotlpeJ'ate hour, but a person troald not ::mspect t."lis 
by 1 .. ~ ll1at\Y ot the relltiious books that 11:">pear, es,ec:Lall;y 
i"ic·;;:t011. 

l>o!"i1apo -ue need to ·1oo1: a.g&:L, at t-:bat ue iaean b7 110hrictian11 
litera:tt:1re, eapec:1e.lly 11Gbr:Lat:1ana tlcstion. .Don pus it ott aa 
O!rii:riia11, lite1-aturo ~ because it has boen sterUised? 
Because mw o.fi'enaiw IRUt or obecanitieo have been el1e:1na+.a:I? . 
"'oes 'Gllat ra!E+ke it 11Cbriatian11? 'i'i1ere are erroneous not:lono abroad 
as to uba.t constitutes "11.0l.osame l.itorature. There 111"8 st11r too 
1'1'-~ a~!'01"1ilod ta.boos opel'at.ing tri tldn Protestantim • • • ., 

Such e 11Pur-l•r.antt approach, as ~a. po:lnts out, is-~ an 4IUll:Jm! 

to -~!G pl°'dl.>lcr.1 r.,f tile Church'B defonsa., You can•t fi(slit ftre vith mil!:, 

nor volu.'OOa ,dth a pious mqa-eatdan. Y011 canit u:1.n the J'Ollth at tl• 

31t is d.L'°ficult. to find mv- l:l.teatul'e :ln oburch .1ommle which 
d9al8 e:imoust:1vol.¥ and ~ with t,be tbl'eat uh:loh tihe modem 
l10ftl haltls totmrd the Church. Even t.ho C1Jl"Nllt furor over the teen 
deUlquoney probleiil bu tailed to briD.g fart,h a, ~uaticm ot t!Je, 
role played b7 tbe novo1 Sn contribut.inQ to ~• 

4Hans Braes, "Obepem.tq in. Popular Fiction,0 .Tb! Cnsaot, Vol. 25, 
'Ho. s. Juuo• 1952, P• 32. 



- 20 - · 
Church back by tcllin,e the::i that you ,-rlll. cansc».• thoir bool:s• or um.te 

llai.my- pa'lby nm-r ones. Tl1e ~.rua,-ror 1-:-lll hav.o to be better tmm that. The 

enm-:ei• ·111.1 1ave ·i:'.o be 1"0al.. 

It. uill involve., t:trst., a mu.table' e:luca.Uon i."l Cbristian doctrlne.5 

I ·:. tdll i.wolve, second• a pSJ'choloei-cal approach t.-hicll u1ll point 

ou:i the failU?""es oz the mod.em n'.>veJ.. 

The yout h i n the Church l:l.1::i: to tbink t.~t tha.r can f:l.nd, in t.'18 

'2'os :Lave o~ the modern novel:, a geiiu:L'lC happineos. 'l'he mq>ressions 

of a f't8J..ui1~;t-JSU lloro a'!.)peal w t l1er.1. T'no phrases sound pra:iis:i.ng. 'l'nCT 

sound pr a,'J:i.sine boceuse., for a ri1cment• they ~e to duJ.1 tbe sense 

or s:tn. -
Onl,v .. uhen s:1.n :ts mde a realit.y in tho l1cart of youth 'Hill 

I£em:ln0uo.y ' s heroes e.1J0 1"ae in th~ir real darJmess - aa blind, dead• 

and one:11:i.os o'f: God. Onl;y t-rllen., Ullder t.he cross of Christ, our youth 

bou s ubrassi ,.•ely and r.:JY, "I am a sirJnerD - ~ then will they be 

able to diacr.bn:i.na.te bcrt.m.en the eood and the bad in literature. T't!at. 

raJ.oh i s i'undari1on·i.ul :u1 Ohrir...endom• and especia.Jlir in Lut11eranim. 

I•~tural.JJ., tbat situation poses a responsibi!itq. Tlle Churcl1 needs 

a continu:i.ng relitflous educatian ot her youth• tirbo should be led c1oB81' 

to ·t.hcil' Savior aft.er the years ot Cont:lr.m.tian, when tlle impact ot the 
' 6 

modorn novoJ. makes itself rs1ost threa:teni~ felt. And that education, 

SThe Un:l:ted Lutheran Church .bas cme to s:me disc~ conclu­
oions a.s m1 outcCii!O or a. Con1'1rmat.:Lcm Tes\ini Procram, recentq' ccn­
pleted. 011.e canc.blfdtmt pastoro in the W.L.G. haft been too optimist.ic 
e.bout t.heil'" confirma:ticm instruction., as well as the actua1 amount of 
doct.rim:l certainty' which the avera .,e ULC pupil takas frau the olaas-
roam :Lnto lit'e. · 

6&.ir]¥ adol.eaoence lms been caUad t.be "putty-"' aae, wben the 10UD8 
boy or (!irl is fl'ishtcming:1¥ pl.1ablee It is ot courso impossible to 
ost:lmate the good - or evil - uhich a siDglo book can et.tect in the 
mind of one 1-mo 1s in thia ar(G e But. the estimate rmde would probab~ 
tend to undoratate rathor than overstate the potency. 
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u'mAch chould d'c;art ~ Ccm.f":lr.:-.e:t:l.on• ohould beat continue cm 1.n'to Md 

t..11l'Ougb the adult )"e..'!\J'Se 

?;o n· in tl e 0!1urch i s tJ."f>e .:f'ron the d.3n{~ o£ ca:ipla.c~. 

Eve.;. on nooos t o kno:r the truth nbo11t God ·anrl h:!mcelt. And ~ that 

t.ru.t.h c l· o t ho count.amctin,, a~ant ~a.inst the mcdorn novel. '!'.ho 

f-!rS.:£. a.r.t.-1crGr.:1 t hon., is t..lte !t1.bl e Class., the st~ class - the education 

or YOi.1Yl,,'1 and o1.d e.dul t s in the doctr:'lncc of Scrlp"liure - lest &YJ3' :,oung 

person in tl12 Clnu-ch should be forced, out ot ir,noranco, to share the 

dr~~ 'llfl.certe.:L,·tiY of Tei~,J.cn 11To save r.ur soul - if I have a soul. 

ir there :i.s a God t~ mve it - a God ,-mo mmto it -"?7 

Tb:.1.p E1clucation of tho youth and ed•.Jl ts t1il.J. be tho ,:::zv..r.i..~ concern 

or tho h ch in tJ:J.c years to c o. The .f01"Ce:1 o: the ,rorld. have been 

·i;oo .1011 e.liG00-1 f or tllo Church ·i;o considel• Con..f'!.rmation a. fair end to 

._ ble etb,lcat.i.0..111. ?astors, teachers, law'men, and. t.'Titcra will Jave to 

joi!1 to _:,rcw.ce !?Jatol•ie.ls0 and teachi.11,3 hours uhtcn will aai"e~ !U'C)teCt the 

Soc01jf.D30 tho Church ,rill have to point out the failure of the modern 

nO\re.1 t'3 met lil'o successfu.1.l:'. This C3n be done in the classes discuaaed 

above., 5.n books~ z.m.ga::;incs., sci1ool roa.11S. Tho Church uill be obli..,nod to 

ro-1"C.::ll. the modem. heroes for m1at the;y- area Godless paper vealdines, who 

8.u-tor mram1ni.ng the Slble st~ materials of almost evor., 
Protestant dena:d.nation1 the ur:l:ter ~ beon umble to find a s1ngle 
couree, 01 .. quarter~, or 1eaf'let• which touchea upcm the ta:Uure of the 
modm:'D novol.1 Ol" evon, 1n an:, ~., deals v1 th the modern naval. 



dio hopclsss., tdtb no ctc,x,rd,ty allood. 

The ~ct.ors of ~1e modern n:,vel Hill have to be hone~ clop:lcted 

ao fully sin"'l~de;."'8Cl to tho ovil.s or the f.loG11-, am as clcsernnc .~ ot 

the D · t ll they- inw.:riab1"' c,ncountcr,. Eros itsolt., the _enjoyment of' aax 

fox• its at·m "'lru:e., trill. b.avo to 'be -,,ort~ a::i the :lnstnznont of oath• 

ru1c only »~th. Br;,s ·uill ho.vo to be rev,calerl ::.a :i road to sin., mld 

finally "oo hell., by t..1.io .. odom, ncr.relit..-tsi very contosnon.9 

In J.943 a novel bJ," a pr am:lmn.., ne1:1 uri. tar cppeared on the market -

one ·,!ti.ch containocl a i'eir mre gcmo ot religion. It 1iaa tho story or a 

min::.st-:>r .?.rut bis :f'p;aily., S!ld their e&,ontures in post.civil 'U3l' days. 

'!'he ndnistor :.i.s pra:,il-ie: 

ear • at~or in lma.ven • • • these good YDUIJ8 people havo C0t\e a 
louc r;~•t-across tho r~oat cont:LYJant of Amer.lea and haTo sutterad 
::w\Y lun"dships. So !'ar Yo-Jr ldmd prori.de:i1ca naa b"en upon thm. 
le as!t You no-.:.r to cont.int.te to favor t?ism tr.i.th t..'l.e benign lizht of 

Your cow1tqr.e.nce end t ake a hopa.'1\11 vim1 ot their future., fer­
trtull102"in::; acros!' the l4nd. .1 , . thio little chil.d that is this 
~ born u."lto t J1c.a live Q11d !lros,:,er in• the .far land to i'Jhich tho".r 
e.ro na::r jmtme;ying. Dear 1 .. ord, preserve him and his tether and 
hi-:1 mot her in the trials that ai;a:\t thGllle z.:;ey, the,- re:&Ch th:Lt 
f'1r-o_f boautiful lend of California and ma;, thar, find all of 
tboir c!c:~:lrcs i\~f!.llod unt.1.1 they arrive as all of us mist, 
af'«:r much uanderi!lg, on tlmt Golden Sboro uhere there is no 
di:;t:i.netion between l13re 321d. he2-eaftcr. ·To ask 1t, Lord, :1n 
JeS'.101 n.."V-le. Aoen.10 

9xn e. !31.b,.e class in Detroit., the vrl'ter atte::ipted this oethod., 
c-l t:ln,u fro;} the novelists the.11aolves pcssa..i:-es 1n vllich they ccmtesaed. 
their o-rm tragedy. In trfl' op1n1on., tho mt.hod mu sw:aeastul.., and senect 
to dis;,el sO!:le of the .talm "alcmar" whicl1 the novelists sanetinos 
~o to e:tvo their loo~,"irls cha.raeters. I c:tdeatalJ¥, it 'tiDB 
me.de CIUi,m appa.rcnt to the vriter., durin5 tho course ot that clcas, 
thl\t most tecn..aaors are quite ~ :1n modem Amer.I.can 'Daastand 
lits-m.turs. 

l.Oaoss 1.,c,ckridgo, Jr., Raintrae Caunf« (Bostons .Riwzia1de PN• 
Quabriclgo. l9b8), P• 33. 
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'l'".aat pr.:ver., ~'ld oi;hc.· jut-rols liko it., api.,>ea1"ed oarly in the book. 

Thaho abr ~:cy, 'l.rit.h the sto17 of the Minisu,r I a son, tho nove1 chanaod 

:'..nto ct. lush,11 bau~ oscepado or sex ad.ventures, until f ~ 1t bocged 

do:,;;.1 intn a. tml..1ot-, of i'iltll and i'ro.1\:1.ffle Se-178ral months after the 

1.bll.ti:.i..i;i ... (>f tho novel., w1d in ;bo iriidst. of a. imlter oZ rcvie:1s, t.lie 

sui.c:lde.11 

A .rm\° s t ories li, a ·-1m~., acc«,r;m d£d by a. sound mq:,os;.t.icm or tho 

o.octrl.ne of ::d:n and c.",icE::1 tT.U.l. t-'"1.d t.o suet.tar t ho be.lo uni.en youth 

pluces i.!! on •:;t:,e li~'"<> of tho 

!n ·t.11ei1" place 1i1Ust aaoo sr,irit.li'.31 ur.Lters o, auother vein - ~-seoir~ 

sharp .• ~th:f.n!dn{; a.ut.h01•0 :i th 1-eal t!:t.ines to so.ye uorda of hope end jag 

en, passion r or God; tm1•ds ot· 1: i a~ :, t..lio -~ and higher love J words 

of ·'·'10 :.$av"ior Jeuaa Clu'i.f..-tJ words of ~"0m.Ui8 cm the lips ot chai,acters 

uho toed r-ot be esb&'llicd. 

Tl oy 0£11 be 1rrit.ten, thoDo uords. AJ.::m Paton is the one ~oliat 

o.,.. tm'!: t.ir.2a 1mo mE sta.i'1:.~ to ,J'J:"l. t3 them ror · tbe O,'f)11e?':J.l public. 

St i..U ai:on.er novelists c,m uri te 1.i'.ttJ1 until ll;ros is destroyed. [or 

c:e:. s; 'Ol'lt:i.l the heroes are U-xl's bsroesJ unta.l the £in3l des-tract.ion 

of r..a.teria.li5lll and ito vest. int'lw.:m.ooo is beeun, mid cont.in:u£d ••• 1 

In ·i:Jle deserted m..'""hcr thBrG is yet 1-Jater tlmt. laps against, the 
quegc. In tho dal•k ant1 silont fore:rt thGro 1:: a leaf that iells. 
Bahind the p0liahed ~ tho whito aot eats a;,,rq the ilOOd. 
!lothir..g 1s ever quiet,. axmpt for :tools.l2 

lJJrhis stor,y 1~od.c ·,b'3 news tor sevcn(l. t,;eeks. !lo one could 
mt,'!>la3.n ,t~ .. an author uho bad !'~ reachect bis dream ot• ,m:tine a 
beat-so~ novel 1mul.d ca:wit suic:lde. The death is still unezpla:1md. 

l2.:Uar.\ Pat.cm, .92• cit., P• 186. 
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