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CHAPZER I
INTRODUCTION

History connet be foreed into arbitrary divisicns, for
8% the borders thore will always be overlapping. The histoxy
of any age is dependent upon the preceding, and eontzibutory
to the s:ui.vs«ezqa;.eni'; ages. The history of any people touches
that of other peoples s and the history of any subject is
related to that of kindred subjects. Yet thers is manifest
Propriety as wall as necossity in having divisions into certsin
reriois as o convenience of study and requirement of the
Subject matter. These boundaries can be spproximate only,
never emmot,™

Jhe history of preacning, the full record of which

remaings to be written, will slso prove to conform te the
&bove assertion about history in generel. Its course core
rasponds, however, to 2 marked degree with that of genexal
and ecelesiastiecal history. The outward events with which
chureh history deals are often reflected in preaching; it
bears the impress of the warious forms of thought kmomn to
U8 as philosophies; the preveiling heresies affect 1it, either
in the way of attraction or repulsion. It leads us into
many arsas of life rorely considered either in gemeral or

1Edw1n Charles Dargan ﬁéﬁn Preaching (Vew Yorl:
Beﬂrsﬂ H, mnrc°o| 1905’. % m



-]

with what is most distinguished in the Christian Church.
To the 1ife of the netion and the race the preacher has
ministered, Tor his appeal has been to his omm generatlcmn.
He has dewlt with the prosent duty as well as with the final
destiny of meyn and women about him; with their relation to
"the 1ifs that now is as well as to that which is to come."®

2o pursus the course of history in the last two thousard
Years is %o trace not an Apostolic succession, but, what is
bugh more important, a Prophetic successicn which has delivered
its message to the eanturies. So the history of preaching
Cannot bo studied nop understood epart from the histories ;
of the Church and of Christendom at J-M'Be-s

S

SIbid., 1 Tim. 4:8b.
6pattison, op. git.




CHAPIER IX
THE PRE-REFORMATION AGE

The Iutheran Reformation of the sixteenth eentury was
Primrily o veligicus movement. It wes also & very complex
movement, and ite factors were not exeluslively religious nor
moral. A variety of forces, political, economic, social
and intellsctual, 28 well &8 religicus and moral, wen't into
the maizing of it. Without the cooperation of these forces,
luther would hardly have succeeded in bringing about the
Reformation of which he became the main instrument.t

Even as o religious preformer, Luther had preecursors who
had striven to effect a thorough amelioration of the Church
during the previous centuries. Commonly mentioned, and rather
Weil imowm, are the “"Morning Stars of the Reformation,®
Wyelif in England, Hus in Bohemia and Savanarola in Italy.
In the Prs-Reformetion centuries attempts to bring about 2
praciical reformaticn were also being mede by reforaming
churchmen and Humanists in France and the Netherlands.®

The reform of the Church was a gemeral aspiration of

the age in which Iuther appeared, and it periodically found
expression on the part of individuals, councils and fraternities

e s —
2 J ' {London:
James iackinnon
lLongman, Green and co:.% J'?’. ca, iii.
BIbider pe 3. See also William K. Anderson, editor,

Bm.ﬁﬁ%?«&_ (Nashville, Tenn.: PFarthencn
Press, )o» DPPe .
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bafors aung up e Lather®s time.@

With raforence to the goneral spirdt and conditions of
the Chureh, the neod of a change and a renovation existed, -
8LC wes deeply folt. Fyom the iaw, wihiecn Chrilstianity had
agalin becone, men longed to escape into the enlargeuent of
the Gospeleeto sxchange ecclesiasticsl bondage, not for
dawlessness of the spirit, but Top the i liberty of the chiil-

-

dren of God, "%
flatorienily the course of presching has, since Apostolic

Slmes, nnd three high points, in the fourth, the thirteenth

and the sixteanth centuries.® These centuries approximate
he Ancient or PFatristic, the Medieval and the Transitioncl-
isformasony -lodern perdcds of Christian preaching.®

shere is no significant preaching in the post-apostolic
-E._v ol until the third conturye. The period of major
‘.-ua..—-.» Yie significance is from the third through the
Sinth contury. Here we encounter the theological ine
nova wm;,. of Crigen, the soecial sonsitivity of Chryscston,
the athol ﬁu..zmg of Augustine, and the traditicnal

8V ee:-* ol the first Cregory. With the coming of the
seventh cen tury, end on intc the eleventh century there

is 2 current of sermoniec sterility and uninspired

3'0 T}
CRQLINNON, Obe Bilep Pe Ve

: 4¢. Ulimenn, Hefo %gggmm {Edinburgh:
T. T. Claxi, :Lab: Jf%fm%ﬂf Homens

pPlers 4-7, Goo also Bdwin Chorles Do
ﬁie‘i‘i Iom. Georga He Doman Co., 190%),

nrg %ﬂmﬂé i'x.ex» ;Eg&g;* Freaching (ﬂew Iork.
fe Go Amstrong and & mlﬁs)a PPRe ﬁx
GDBrgaal, She ug‘ Gep Pe 28,

&
TS bkt o £ g ;%g‘?%“




6
'ﬁgaggﬁfggeu&haggnwry, how;vgr. was cartainly the age
genuine preaching revival.

"fhe Reformation merks the commencement of the modern paricd
of preaching, the use of the prineiple of individuslity
Separating us Ffrom tha old world as by an ocean, "8

The tern *Fre-Raformation® in this thesis will be used
of that period of Christlan preaching beginning with the
pening of’ the thirteenth century and ending with the early
8ermons of Luther up to the beginning of 1622, While in
this pericd there were also thinkers whose work was dome
mainly or entiraly with the pen, such as Melanchthon and
Exasmug, the great msjority of Christian leaders snd teachers
were men irresistibly drawm te use the living voice in the
great congregatione? |

ills Pre-Reformation period bsgan with the “greatest
of eil centuries,® the ﬁnirtaenm. In this cantury tihe
Papacy was at ite zenith.i® The long strugsle between the
¥adieval Chureh and the Hsdieval Ewplre, between priest and

warrior, ended in the first half of this century with the

Ihe Westminster Prass, 194
’BKGT; Lhe _9&-. Pe 2a
9Ibid., pps 3 fo

108, 6. Schwiebert (5t. Louis:
Conecordia Publishing néu%sﬂ Pe 6.

TRay C. Petazy, aauorhmp%m#m Bound (Philadelphias
° . -
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orerthrow of tho Hohensteufens. This loft the Fepacy sole
inheriteor of tho elaim of ancient Rema %o be the soversipgn

Of the civilized woride™ This claim to universsl supremsecy,
temporal as mell as spiritual, had bean previously urged by
Geclaslestlenl Jurists only. In this thirteenth centuxy
theology also began o state it from its om point of view
through Thomas ."\f{‘gliﬂilﬂ.l?‘

Hith this im mind, it is not difficult to agree with
Ullmann:  “hosver insonds $o depict eeclesiustical affairs
of the liddle sges, finds himself immedistely involved with
the politieal,"d® wherever any afifairs of Europe in this age
fre to ba studlied, vhe Papagy will slweys be in the picture.
e our study, thopefors, we will have to include the preaching
of 8% least one pope, Innocent Iil.

ihis pericd wns also the age of continuing haresies
and thelr challenge to the Church. It witnessed the last
upswing of papal orusading, not ageinst infidels, but against
heretlesl Albigenses and Weldenses. This brought about the
rite of nt loash one preaching order, the Dominleans, from
amongst whom the Inquisition later developed. Another orler
that arose %o supply the current need of reform and preaching

lthomns ¥. Lindsay, "A History of the Reformaticn,®
h%fs_g@ In_g_q;l.ga;g; Libraxy (Hew Yorit: Charles Scrilmer®s
Bonﬁ 26 9 i 2 L]

121%3d., Do 4e
13yrimann, op. Sites Ppe 162 £.
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W8 that of the .i-'mw,::?.scans.m Iwo of their best products
rreaching will be prasented in Berthold of

i

in the {izld of
Regensburg uné John Touler.

Iie vevival of preaching in this period of the thirteenth
Gentury Yook various fopms in preparation for the oventual
Refvmmtion. Three main types of preaching can bo traced,
Scm2 of then mooting and overlapping in tho same individual.
she fiwst of these is the Seholastic type. Ehe Schoolmen,

OF Seholustics, sought to reconeile theology with the philos-
Ophy of iristotlie. Their preaching sddressed itself to the
intellsct rather tham to the heart or conscience., It was
Gddressed %o the Schools in the monasteries rather than to
the comnon intelligence and reason.® Its contribution to
the develormont of preaching wes priperily in the matter of
foma, Pre-sminent rsg:résentatives off this Scholsstic moda
of thought were the Deminiconm, Albertus Magrus, born in
Bouthern Cermony (d. 1280) and his greater pupil Thomas
Aquinng, Seholusticism gave uws the ordered Sermon with its
infinite divisions.’® s is its main contribution to
preaching, end, since it largely addressed itself only to a
certain eluss of sccloty, our study will not include any
Soholastic preachers excepting Innocent III, whose sermons

show the Scholastic influence.

¥ratry, one gites Do 2.

1535?; L. m.. PPe 134 1. -
lﬁm” Ppe 128 £. GSoc alse Dargan, one git., phe 231 L.
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iho nexi twoe sehuels of preaching ere, for the purpose
Of this siudy, of groater interest to us. They are the Mystie
and the Popular sehools, the latter with much of the nystical
it I8 charecter, but elesrer in form and presentation of
Caristion truth.t? From these scheols John Teuler and

nich also had its influence in this psriod

at a later dats, is uwollepeprosented by the last preacher

¥e sheli study before Iuther, ViZ., John Geiler of Kelisersberg,
the “Gernon .'.'-rzv:mf;"-iyl'a."18

oD 2:: 5 > Ope £it., P. 127, Soo alsc Dargan, on. €it.,
Gilyo ODv 'l P]’h B2 £, Ssc alsc Elmer Garl

xﬂesssung B Belation
R e T
eondervan ru 1ing ouBE, 93‘3. Ppe 34




CHAPTER IIX

THE PRE-REFOAMATION PAPACY AT 175 ZENITH,
UNDER INNOCERT IIXI (1160-1216)

4% the twm of the centuries (1198-1216) the greatest
of all the Popes, Innocent IIl, was in the cheir. In hia
the papal power resched its zenith. As vicegerent of Christ
and successor of 8%. Peter, he claimed sovereignty over all
the nations of the earth.t “The graatest of all pontiffs
in the greatest of all centuries, the thirteenth. *2 Thig
Was the golden age of Roman Catholicism. The church party
of Gregomy VIX (Hildebrand) hed attaines its purpose. The
chureh militant was also the church triumphant. The vicar
of Christ wag undisputed sovereign of kings, bishops, chureh
énd stete, the lord over the temporal and eternal welfare
of men. lever woe a Pope more powerful; never, excepting
the Vatiean deeres of 1870 (infallibility) did a Pope utter
Such grao=t bossts and blasphenies a8 he: "The Pope holds .

& position botwesn God and man. Though he is less than God, .
he 18 greater than man, He Judges everybedy, but is himself

=]

l L ; 1 k-
Edward Chzrles Daggnn Preaching (New York:
George ii. Doran Co., 19 )..I?M%ﬂ-

®5. G. Schwiebert -her {St. Louils:
Concordis Publishing Hous "W. . m":én”p. g
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Judged by nome.wd

fhe culminetion of the power of the pepagy occurred
under Innocent 111, wimpsuccaedad in making real all
the dreams of Hildebpapnd (Gregory VII)e It was he
who deciarsd, "The Fope 1s above the seculay power,

a3 Christ is above Caesar, or the soul above the body,
Or Gime less than sternity.” He set up kings, decidad
alilances, compellod and revoked marrieges, and fraed
gubjects from their allegiance to their sovereigns.

in him the priest had become lord of empercrs and king

of kings.®
These unpareliieled claims of the papacy wers seconded and
defended in the nams of theolozy by the new Hendicant Orders
of Dominiesns und Frenciscans and the groat teachers of the
high Scholastic period.?

ihe state of Buvepesn politics at this time may be
Summed up as foliows:

oulaiiba wnd. Cendeaar v Mbbciite memrenyy th

England growth of parlismentary powsr and strengthsning

of eonstibutional monarehy.
The social conditions, however, had & more immediate and.
influsntial connection with the pulpit. The mighty impulse
of the crusades was felt in every part of the social order.
With this wers united many other forces which contributed
to the activity and progress of men during thet stirring
or2. Ihe crusuders? contact with many weres and luxuries

hitherto unimown in the West, produced & taste for these

85¢ 1o ¥ i guog christiep Zhousht (Fhiladeiphia:
mm:l-mlbﬂrg Pl’ggg: ﬁg .o 'y ﬁa.

4s0mel George Smith mpﬁﬁgxm (llew York
and Londons D. Appleton éﬂn. o DPPe wm LoUe

ERWB_' 8. m.. Pe 198.
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things and stimulated trade. Mermanul became wealthy and
8 more consiierable olass of society. Along with the merchant,
the benker and usurer grew rich. Commsrciel setivity stinm-
ulated others, and the whole vealm of tmde, finance and
labor received o mighty impulse. The growth of citles and
the rise of the middls class gave promise of coming strength.
Ihe intoliectusl 1life vaceived & powerful uplift, and the
great universities of Europe arose in this asa.5 ]

e crusading forvor, however, was only a temporary
enthusiosn. On @ foundetion so uncertain, no permanent
*evivel of presehing eculd be built.? The spiritusl life
of this age did not center where the rover ot the Church
tentered. o romedy the neglect or abuse of preaching,
heroic trentment andi a better foundation were needed. This
was found in two of the greatest figures in the aals of
Preaching, Dominic and Francis of Ass:l:l..a :

Soue characteristies of the age of Pope Imnocent IiX
are described by these two heads of the greatest preaching
orders. Dominie (1170-1220), & bigot, looking out over
Europe with the eye of a churchman, saw evils everywhers to
be remediede-iioors to the South, Jews all around, Albigenses
across the Fyrenees, ignorance in the Church, no purity of

Gpargan, op. Qites Ppe BEO-282.

7.
T« Harwood Pattison %ﬂﬂ
(Philadelphia : American 5& st 'q§1on socieey o Pe 99

S1bid.
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life, no forvor of faith, no devotion of spirit with which
to corbot these errors.”

Francls of Assisi deseribed tho times in this way:

eyl o o Bl

ol Hae Crays fhe s telTit e

v aa)

40 reform these evils, Dominie snd Franeis resorted
to preaching.’ BPut when they sought permission of Innocent 11X
to found thelr orders, they discovered that he was opposed
to the multiplicaticn of orders. He reluctantly yielded
bo Franeis® persuasion in 1210, on condition that his order
be wholly subordinated to the Churche™® Dominic was less
Suceessful, ond his order was first confirmed by Honorius IIX,
Buccessor to Innceent 111, 1216, This was characteristie
of Innocent 115 who sought world-dominafion. not to free
nor reflorm the Chureh, but to 9035333‘1"""9“"14

Under this ssme Pope another abuée. besides that of

pover, arcse im the Church, viz., the development of money-

g.ll?_qg‘iog De 100
lolmg.
ivia.
8papgan, on. cibes Do £49.
13 L2
dOols Flie Kochler, gggl M%am;%
(i lwaukee: I:orthwestez’m“ shing Housg, s De Te

WUIbide, pa 25T, : | 1
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PAyments for indulgences. Full absolution was granted anyone
Wio would pey the cost of e substitute for the crusades.lS
Thus, while under the suprens power of the Papacy, reform
recelved but Little attention; the abuses which raquired'
the Reformation continued to ET0W,.

in the Fouprth Lateran Council, 1215, loyal churchmsn
almost unanimously mecognized the sure signs of unchecksd

decadence, and the need of better homiletic form.lf Innocent IIL

in this sams Gouneil, forced all opposition to bow to his
arbitrary dictaticned? )

ihe preaching of Innocent III shows him to have been
the man that history says he was. He hed received an excel=-
lent education, snd was thoroughly grounded in Schelastle
Phiilosophy and espon lawe His writings are evidence of
his scholarship, while his clever maneuverings reveal a
Givlomacy found only in the greatest statesmen of history .18
He inaugurated his administration with & sermon replete with
Eiblical phraseology, calling for the feeding of Christ’s

Heinrich Boahmar. % (Fhila-
deiphias lidhlenberg Press, s Do

18Ray C. Petry, ealtor %mmnm Whihmi’m
the -'Iestmgnster Pr‘er;s.d.'l.%? a e

1?” S p. 17. See also Albert %iﬂa

mns Pu iﬁg s PPe 34 £, and Samuel !lucauley
ot "(osend %“ﬁ“ﬁza‘ e b ol
P &

18scnwiebert, ppe Sibes De 176
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Sheep with the byead of the Eucharist.l? His extant sermons
are almost entirely unavailable in translation. ZThey are
falrly well represented by the following example of his
Spiritualized exsgosis. By means of allegory and proofetext
the primey of the Roman Bishop, ‘the preaching of Peter and
Paul, and the glorious veign of the Church over all the faith-
ful are developed:

“EAT Ludve Bidefe.--Preached on the Festivals of the
Apostles Peter and Paul.=--HOF WE OUGHT TC UNDERSTAND
';i::l"' SEL AS THE WORLD, THE S8HIP A8 THE CHURCH, THE DEEP
Sha w0 RONE ARD THE NET AS PREACHING. (Sermon XXIl,)
IL "many wotors,* Rev. 19:6, signify many people, the
whose wordd Is cerbainly denoted by the "great 8e2." « o o
~BEL A5 the sen Is always stormy and turbulent, so tha
worlc raming in storm and styress; novhere is thers

peice and security, never is there rest and quietness,

but everyvhers toil and trouble, 1 John 5:19; Erov.

44:13. With ranson, therefore, the Apocstle laments,
Romang 72263 Psalm 142:7; Job 5:7; Eccles. R:23;

Lcr.-.j.ys. 40:1le In the ses, small fishas are dsvoured

By the great; end in the world, weak men are oppressed

by the strong, Psalm £3:4; Ecclus. 13:23; (Poet Horace
quoted, *The wrongs that kings do, are suffered by their
subjectB.®)

When Christ said to Peter; "Launch out inte the
despie~=that depth of the sea was Rome, Rome which held
and holds primacy and sovereignty over the whole world,
the clty which Cod deemed worthy of such high dignity
that she alone in pagarn times hed dominion over all
nations, and in Chrilstisn timos she alone has authority
over all the faithful. God preparad a place worthy
and sultoblg; indeed He provided both suitability and
worth when He commanded him who was head of the Church
to establish his throne in the city which held ths
privacy of the world. Thus the Lord said to Petery
“launch intc the deep," V. 4; saying in effect, Go to
Home, procesd, you and yocurs, to the ¢ity and there

®let down your nets, eto.”

lg?ﬂtﬂ. Bp. m" Pe 17,
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_ We see clearly how amuch God loved that city;

“o maks her alone both priestly and royal, imperial
ana apostolie, to give her power to win and exercise,
not only dominion over bodies, but also authority
over souls. ©She is now far greater and honorable
wiva neavenly authority than formerly with earthly
power. DBy the one she holds the keys of the King-
“om of Heaven; by the other she holds the reins

oL the realws of the earth. ZIruly to no other city
¢an there ever ccwe the honor of such dignity--or
rather the dignity of such honor. But in this elty
the dignity will remain by the eternal law of God's
providence.

‘hen Peter had left Rome in £light from the
persecution of unbellsvers, the Lord appeared to
Gam neay the city. Peter said to Him, "Whithepr
soeat Thou, Lord?® gs answerad, "I go to Rome %o
3¢ erucified again." Patexr understood that this
was spoken ¢oncerning himself, since the head is
eruciiied with svery member. He returned to the
33]1%.,; and consecrated it with his blood shed on
the eross.

. 4#dso he had as helper there the most blessed
Yauvl. This is the reason why, in our text, a
Singular verb is followed by a plural, “Iaunch
{thou) intc the deep; and (you) let down the nets
for a draught," because Peter, the Head of the
Whole Church, alone ascended to the height of
Supreme Pontiff, but he and Paul together "let

down thelr nets® of preaching to “catch men™ in

the eity. Certainly it wes by special dispensation
of Providence, that exactly where two brothers
according to the flesh, Romulus and Remus, who
founded the material ceity, lie buried in honorable
tombs, two brothers according to the faith, Peter
and Paul, who laid the spiritusl) foundations of

the city, lie at rest buried in two gloriocus churches-=
Pater in that quarter where Romulus is buried, and
Paul om the other side where Remus is buried. So
from both sides, they watch over and guard your
eity. One indeed yeached the height, but both

“let down their nets, ete.”

Further, as the "“ship” is the Church, the "sea®
the world, the "deep" Rome, so by the "net" we
understand preaching. As a "net" 1s conposed of
different cords and strings, & sermon is also

:‘:‘G"! b

20mhis legend 1s the subject of the book Guo Vadis
by Henrv Sienkiwicg, Polish author (1845-1915).
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made strong by differsnt authorities and argu-
monts. The eareful preacher sught 0 compose his
Semon with a vapriety of material and many different
authorities so that he speaks now of virtues, now
of faults; of rewards, of penalties; somewhat of
marey and of Justice; now sluply, now subtly;

using history, them allegory; speaking literalliy,
Liguratlively: eiting authorities and giving argu-
manta; enploying metaphors and illustrations--so
what each point taltes its place fitly set forth.

~ Thie Is taught by St. Faul, I Cor. 2:6=12; 352l.2«=
Aorsover with “nets" we capture fishes, birds and
beasts « o » in water, ailr and on earth. By fishes
we understand the self-indulgent, by birds the
proud, by beasts the violent. Therefore the
breachor eomposes his sermon against self-indulgence;
oride and passion « « ¢ in arder to win to ssif-
control, humility, amd mildness. When he "lois
down the net,” « o » N6 doas not kill his eaptives,
i}i’:‘- gives them new life, « « « f88d8, o o « protects
WilGll e

~ fueh "nets® the blassed saints Peter and Paul
alike, “let domn." By their preaching Rome was
converted from ervor o truth, from sins to virtuss.
Thoerefors Rowe owes veneration %o all Apostles

out Lo these two especial honoPe o« o« By thelir
marits and proyers may she be preserved on earth,
that in the end she may be erowmed with joy in
heavenl! In the Name of our LORD Jesus Christ, Who
is above all, GOD, blessed for ever. Amen.=

*hls sermon mirpors the position of the Pepacy
uwnder Innoecent IXI; as well as the political and social
characteristics of the time in which that papal power
was dominsnt. OF histopical interest in this connection
is also the fact that this Pope attempted to ammml the
Magne Charta in England, which country he subdued through
his Archbishop of Canterbury, Stephen langton. He failed
in the effort against the Charter, but he succesded in
foreing King John to acknowlsdge langton as Archbishop,
and in making the king subject and tributary to the

811’6‘!‘.1‘?, ap. su-. PPe 177-180.
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Roman See, 1215.%2 Innocent JII was alss the first
Poniifs %o ¢ax the whole Church by the tithes for the
Crusades. He had sixteen successors in the thirteenth
century, under whom papal power was carried on. With
the overthrow of the House of Hohenstaufen, in the defeat
and death of Tinocent's ward, Frederick (1212-1260),
the Medieval Germen Empive ended.2® By 1294, upon the
accassion of Pope Boniface VIII, the PFapscy was beginning
e crumble, and was being attacked by disputing forces,
8specizliy concerning its political claims.24

The great Franch prescher, Jacques de Vitry (d. 1240)
tells us of the end of Imnocent III. De Vitry was
cherged by the Pope ¥o preach a new crusade to the
loly Iand, Having succeeded in that, he was chosen
by the canons of Acre %o bs their Bishop. On his way
te Rome to be set apart for this charge, he found at
Perugzis the lifeless body of Irnmocent III who had
suddenly died there, 1216. It was lying shamefully
neglectead in the Church of S5t. laurence. Attendants
had yushed off %o Rome for the new papal eleetioniZ®

Ll

%mthg BPe moy PDe 95-99,

2301exander Clarence Fliek
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CHaPTER IV
THIRUERNTH CENTURY GERMANY,
FROU THE PREACHING OF
BERTHOLD OF HEGENSBURG (6. 1220-1272)

Thsre was no independent, indigenous preaching
in Germuany befors the thirteenth century. For four
hundred years after the death of Boniface, "the ipostls
Of the Germuns," fow names of (German preachers ars known.
Thosze we du know all leansd heavily upon the Greer and
Latin Fathers for sermons and sermon materials., There
was preaoching throughout this period. Germany lmd been
brought within the pale of Christianity by the mis sionary
presching of such men as Gallus, Pirminius and Boniface.l.

By tho middle of the thirteenth century, however,
German presching showed the influence of new currents
of thought and feeling, such as iiysticism. The crusades
the preaching of heretics, as wel 1 as that of the
ilendicunt Urders, also did their share in producing

the itinerant preacher , and the popular outdoor preach-

inge®

1. Hebe, Zur Geschichte der Predigt (.iesbaden:

Julius Hiedner Verlagshen dlung, , 1, 299, Jse
@lso Elmer Carl Kiessling, The Early Sermons of Luther
and their Relation o the Pre-Rreid rmation Sermon

Iﬁrailg rﬁapm.: ~Zondervan rubllshing Houase, 1935),
Pp. e

21bid., pp. 11-12.
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ihe Franeisean, Berthold of Regensburg or Ratisbon,

in Bavaria, wes the greatest of German preachers befors
iuther. He combined in himself most of the godd paris
of the itinerant Yemdicants: their homely eloguence,

the dramatic arrangement of their materisl, their eon-

Crete applications, and their fervid call to repencance.a

The Franciscans, in pert due to their vows of poverty,
Wwere in closest contact with the people. They had
recelved papal permission to preach in the temple of
erention, under the open heaven.? Berthold did this
in the merket place, the eathedral square, or in any
open field neay the town. Determining the direction
of the wind so as to speak with it, the pulpit was
areciad and the psople were called together by the
ringing of balls.s

A1l historians, both Protestant and Romanist,
who write of preaching ia Germany during the Middle
Ages, spealc of Berthold with pardonable prids. IHe was
neither Scholastie nor Mystie like so many of his
contemporaries, but distinctively & Populay preacher.
Though profiecient in Iatin, he did most of his great
work in the crude Germen of his ‘time.®

Sibid.. p. 22,
4yebs, gp. gites pe 300.
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Jhe envrmous crowds who came to hear him bear
evidencs of the pevival of popular interest im preach-
inf;."' Yo churech could hold the crowds, estimated as
high as sixty thousand peoplo.® Some sncient chronicles
even speak of as many as two-hundred thousand before
whom he often preached by means of an interpreter 1n.
the non-Gormen areas.?

arthold*s ninistry coineided with t.he years of

the Crest Interreghum in Germony, when foz- twenty years
there w:s no king after the fall of the Hohenstaufen
emporors (1250-1272), The rains of authority were
loosed; petty sovereigns and lords were without an
overlord; the politieal, social and moral disorders
were great.io

To such an age Berthold wus & stern preacher of
righteousress, denouncing the popular religious pilgrim-
ages of his day as ercating more sins than they ylelded

pardon,it His preaching was largely missionary, stressing

?m-p Phe 228 fo

8, Harwood Pattison %
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1, * dsay, "A History of the Reformation,”
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Sorzow for sin, penance (not without contrition) and
renunciation. jle also dencunced indulgence-preachers
Seversly as "pemmyepreachers.” While shunning political
subjects, he showed his social conselousness by speaking
of 2ll that affacted people, their Joys and sorrows,
superstitions and prejudices, oppressive taxes, unjust
Juiges, usumy, dishonest trade, Jews, herstics, actors
and women's vanity.d®

“hile often in his words we catch the trumpet
hctes of luther, Barthold preached more duty than
doctrine. Though he denounced the indulgence-preachers
unuerelifuily, he remanined a true priest of the Roman
Church.t5 Clearer in forms and presentation than most
of the Mystics, he was, nevertheless, in sympathy with
their epirit and doctrine.l4 Roger Bacon agreed that
Brother Berthold eould preach the Cospel down out of
heaven and the people loose from their sins--if any one
coulds The following passages are redolent of p:ls power.
Transliated excerpts are from G. G. Coulton, Life in the

_12canuel lcCaulay Jagkson, editors .m
ﬁﬁl% ouB8, gm.% Didsg,

mmmyb ope git.y p. 136,
341p1d., pe 136.
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?-fiﬁ{i:j._g Apges. 15

f:‘-;-_-";iii-zf‘.;i-; SLELECTIONS OF "TRICKS OF TRADE."

(Note: Varicus "foll* are admonished)

J:ne‘:-:‘irst are ye that work in clothing, silks,
wool, fur, shoas gloves or girdles. lMen cannot
“ispensa with you; men must have clothing, there-
Lore serve thez o do your work truly; not to steal
nalf the eloth, use other guile, mixing hair with
your woeol or stretehing 1t out longer . . « and
ke good eloth into useless stuff. lNowadays no
m‘:}?.k" can find a geod hat for thy falsehoode « »
Wwilil pour through the brim into his bosom. Xvan
Such decelt is there in shoes; furs, currier's
woric; one sells an old skin for new . « « manifold
& your deceitSye. « o N0 man knoweth so well as
wiou and thy mnster the devil. Why should I come
aewe Lo teach thee freuds? Thou knowest enough
caysell.

_ihe second ars all such as work with iron tools,
g£oldsiniths, pennyesniths 2né other smiths, carpenters
or blacksulths, men that smite, stonemasons, turners,
all such as use handicrafts with iron. Such should
be true and trustworthy, whether they work by the
doy, or by the plece, as many carpenters and masons
do. ihen they labor by the day, « « » stand not

]

all the more idle that they mey multiply the days.
L2 by the piece; « « « hasten not too soon therefrom,
= « o 0 be rid of the work as quickly as possible
s e u p Ghat the house may fall down in a year or
two; thou shouldest work at it « « « 5 28 it wers
thine own. S8mith, thou wilt shoe & steed with a
shoe that is naught, « « « 8 mile thereon, and it
18 already brokens « « o horse may £o 1lame « « «
man be talen prisoner or lose his life. Thou art
a devil and an apostates. « « » The tenth Order
is utterly fallen beyond recall; I bar no man from
contrition and repentance, but, otherwise, such as
beat out long lmives wherewith men slay their fellow-
men, such may use deceit or not, sell dear or cheap,
as they will, yet for their soui there is no help.

The third sre such as are busied with trade;
we cannot do without them. They bring « « » +
is good and cheap beyond the sea to this tomn « «
and carry over from Hungary, France, on ships, on
wagons, on beasts, or bearing packs. Trador,; « « o
trust Godl « » « He will find thee livelihoed with
true winnings, « « « for so hath He promised. Yet

now thou swearest loudly how good thy wares 28r6pe « »

15pq
v C. Pet editor (Phila-
delphine The Westrinatar pf-a'gg.%g. p.%
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more than ten or thirty times takest thou the
nanmas of the saints in vain, « « « swesrest, "I
anve already been offersd far more,® and that is

8 1lls, « « « & great mortel sin. The mors thou
Swearsat, the less men s o » o thy worldly
profit 18 small, « « o all the time thou damnest
away thine own aalvation « « ¢ ¢ And if thou
wilt buy from simple follk, thou turnest all thy
mind to sse how thou get it without money and
weavest many lies before his face. « ¢« « lMany
whncugand souls are damned thereby, sSeeing there

<2 80 much fraud and felsehood and blasphemy that
i man can tell it. Yourselves lmow bast what
88 and frauds are busy in your tradsd

__<he fourth are such as 8§ meat and drink. ¢ o o
All the more needful that thou be true and honest
tharein; other deceit dealeth with man's goods;
LIS with man®s bodye ¢ o o If thou offerest
nezsly oy rotton {lash, kept too long until it

aa corrupt, unwholesome before the slaughter, or
unrine of age, which thou knowast well and yet

st It Tor salep; « « ¢ thou art guilty of the
vleod of folke The same I say to him who selleth
Tishae o » « captive in water till Friday com8,; « « o
COrrupt o « o p 8 man eabeth his death by them, or
sone great 9icinesS. ¢ « o S50 ars certain inne
Zsepers and cocks who keep sodden flesh too longe.
e » ¢ 50 do certain others batray with corrupt
wine or mouldy baey, or unsodden mead, or give
false measurs, or mix water with the wine. Othexrs
again bake rotten coyn to bread « « « o 881t thelir
bread which 1s most unwholesoms. We read not

that salt 1s so unwholesoms and harmful in any
other food ag in bread; and the better it is salved,
the nearer to great sickness or death.

“he £ifth folk are such ag till the earth for
corn: or wine. Such should live truly towards their
Lords and their fellows, and among each other;
not plow over the other's landmark, trespass nor
raap bayond the mark, nor feed thelir cattle to
another®s harm, nor work any other deceit one
on the other, nor betrey their fellows to the lord.
Fis, traitor! Untrue man§{ vhere sittest thou
bafore mine eyes, thou Chusi, "thou AchithopheliswiS
Thou shouldest be true to thy lord; yet dost thy
service so sparingly, slothfully, and with such
constraint, « « « that when he chideth thee, thou
dost leave him and flse to some other master.e-
Sometimes the lords are guilty here. « . « Yo

= i 53
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Gsel somotimes 8o i1l with your poor f0lk . » « ,
CAN never tax them $oo high . « « p would fain
tnx then higher and higher. It 1s far better
for you that ye take small £8x8S eVery Je&T's « s«
and all the wore straitly. Ye cannot till the
~and yourselves, therefore should y2 so deal with
JOUr lolk that they gladly serve you. It is their
duty too to serve you truly, live txuly ons with
;z_”:h& other « « o p and 8sll truly among yoursslves.
shou boor, bringest to town a load of wood that
25 BLi full of ¢rooksd billets baneath; so sellest
thou aiy for woodf! And the hay thou layest so
cumingly on the wagon that no msn can profit by
+6; thou art a yright false decelver, « « « Ghou
“tyest Tine corn &t the top of the sack and evil
corn Lensatlly o « o 811 thy work is spoiled with
decelt, hate and anvy. -
the sixth folk are all that deal with mediecine
2 « s o these muat take great heed against untruth.
"ae As no good master of that art, let him in no
wise undertake it, or folks® blood will be upon
ALE heade o o ¢ Such as are not learned--may
not avan denl with & wound--gsuch men presume %0
possase and exereise the inward art, and must
nesds give deinks to follkks Take heed, doctor,
and kezep thyself from this as thon lovest  » »
asavan. Evon learned masters have enough to do
here. #“0, Brother Berthold, four times alrea
save I had all successi® Lo, that was but & blow
8% & venture. If thou wilt not let this matter
Ge and study farther « » « o then the rulers should
Lforbid it thee on pain of curse and banishment,
e have murderers encugh without thes, to slay
honest folk. Deal with thy wounds for the gresent.
and practice not the rest until thou be past master.
Childran, or old folk, thou hust much need of good
art before thou canst well cut them for the stone. » »
God send in His grace thut these nine Orders
be kept safe, for the tenth is utterly fallen from
us and become apostate. Thease are buffoons, fiddlers
and timbrel-players, and all such foll, whateve:r
may be their neme, who sell their honor {or mONSy. «
For sueh have turned their whole lives only to sin
and shamg, « « « they bhlush not for any; yea,
thou buffon, whatever the devil is ashamed ©0
spealk, that speakest thouj; end all that the devil
may pour into thee, thou lettest fall from thy
mouth. Alag, that Holy Baptism ever came upon
theey since thou hast demied Baptism and thy
Chhristendomi And all that men glve thee, they
give siaffully, and must answer for it to God at
the Last Day. I there be such here, forth with

hing
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S50 ars some men deceivers, liars, liks the
erafitanen, Ghoomaker sayeth, “most excellent
so:i.e.a,“ « « o hge hath burned them bafore the fire,
mm Listh and cheateth thee of thy money.--bBaker
fivods his dough with yeast, ¢« « « who dreams o
have bought bread, has bought mere air.-~Huxter
pmz::rs beer, water, sometimes into his oll.~=Butcher

7ill sell ealves' flesh, saying, "It is5 three wesks
.a.m“; and it is scarce A waek.~--Fishers must catch
Fish with manifold devices; these fish betclen
roor folk, poor, naked, over cold, « « « bare of
all 5'- 1C88. « » « helpless. Devils have set for
@:w bait of untruthe ¢« « 5 With no bait could he
have taken them, but with this. Because they ars
fr{::'-‘ and naked, they devour ona snother. Poor
Yol that are called msngervants and maildservants,
w s s@rve your neads, such will steal youpr salt,
b :..h.'.zza menl, ¢oM, egg0, cheese, bread if not a
ole mm, a fragment, and the half loaves and
;‘:; s of flesh.-=And those are false too to whom
thou rJ:i:i.ﬁ,a_;pst thy thefis, for if they took it not,
thou wouldst have left it alone. Thus many a man
3:*.'2:‘.::«&;,'@'.:.}; another for life or possassions; but
none ars go false as the countryf'olk among each
other, who ara so untrue for envy and hatred, they
¢an scarce look upon one another. OCne will drive
anotherts catitle to his harn and damage, and another
will buy his fgllow-peasant out of his farm, all
Trom untruthe.

-’J.i" ar_,; SELECTIONS OF "WOLEN'S DRESS": BROTHER
ERTHOLD. I an come hore to speak of « « o how

yw should bewera of snares of the dow.l. .t'o:- the
noly saoint 82w SC MANY « o «  he said, "Loprd, wno
may aveid 211 these snares?" The whole wordd was
full of them. 'They go by night to towns, villages
and lay snares of many kinds, for devils have naugit
€lsg 1o doe-~"But, Brother Berthold, thou sayest
much to us of dtw:lis and guiles, and we never see

o sj.rg,le devil, nor hear; nos grasp, nor real
then, ".=Lo, now, that is the worst harm they do

thee, « » » for didst thou once see a single devil
a8 he is, then wouldst thou sursely not commit one
8in again. ZThe worst of snares that they have

is that they deal so stealthily with us. See how
dead & silence they keep, albeit there ars many

Y patry gu. 207-211. See also Lindsay
ODe Citiep DPPe %" 3 Afanndar Clarence Fliek, :
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thousands in this place! Ye devils, ye hear me
wall enough preaching here, yet ye would not taks
&ll the wealth under heaven (I except & man's

soul) that ons of you 1ot himself bs seon; for then
all your cunning and snares would evail you no
BOr@.==liow see, ye young folk, what a deadly snars
that i8e » o ¢ Thay ara so foul of form that, if
we gould but see one as he is, all mankind would
“ie of fasr. As little a8 wan may endure sight

ol God with fleshly eyes, so little may one ever
8oe the devil for fear, And If 1t were 8o that

& msn might see the devil with bodily eyes and nob
die of horror, and if the devil were to come cut

at this moment from yonder forest, and this tomn
wars a burning flery furnaes, there would yet be
the greatest throng of men pressing into that

fiery fTumnsce that ever there was, or will bof « « »
_ The seeond snare,; set sc perilously for us
Christian folk, they have set especially for women.
Joman as well &8 men are created for, and nead,

the ingdom of Heaven., Many more would come in,
i for this snare. Fie, ye wicked devils! How

many thousand poor women®s souls would be in heaven,
oub -for the single snare you laid for thems Ye
WOMSH « o o p DAVE COMPaSSioNns « « ¢ 0 to church
nere readily than men, pray more, come to heap
proaching and to earn indulgences mors readily

than men; and many of you would bhe saved, but for
this cne snare, vainglory and ompty honopr,-=In
order that ye may compass men®s prailse, ye spend
all your labor on your garments, your vells and
kirties. lany of you pey a8 much to the seupsiress
45 the cost of the eloth; it must have 1ts shields
on the shoulders, be flounced and tucked all around
the hem; it is pot enocugh for you to shor your
pride in your very buttonholes, ‘but you must also
send your feet to hell by special torments, ye

trot this way and that with your fine stitchings,
and so many ye make, with so much pains,.that neo
man may rehearse it all. At the least excuse ye
weary yourselves with your gamments; all that.... e 9
iz naught but vanitye.--Ye %ym&alves with your
Veils « « « p twiteh them hither and thither; ye
gild them here a2nd there with gold thread and spend
thereon your time and trouble. Ye spend a good
8ix nmonths® work on a veil, which is sinful, great
travalle-and all that men may praise thy dress,
“Ah, how good, how fairi" Our lady was fairer

than thou, « « « e8xceeding humble of heart « « e
and S5t. largaret « « « 5 Othar saintg.--"How,
Brother Berthold, we do it only for the goodmants

1~
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Saxe, that he may gege the less on othery women."
Ko, balieve me, if thy gocdman be & good man indsed,
he would yather see chaste conversation than oute
ward adorning, so that folk point Lingers and gepe,
"iho 1s she?® or "Wnose wife?® Or if he be a
Jawd fellow, all thy erimple-crispings and christy-
¢rosties and thy gold thread ars of noavail . « «
they help thee only to hell forever, unless thou
come o contrivion and tUrue penitence. Lvery
vomants exeuse 46, “I do it not for vainglory,
sut for my goodimani® But many husbands are heartily
soryy for your dressing, especially when ye leave
them no rest. Now ye will have this, now that.
‘nen thou shouldsst be busy in the house with
somsthing needful for the goodmen, thyself, thy
childrsn, or guests, then art thou busy instead
with thy hair or winple . « « p careful that thy
sleeves sit well, or thy veil, thy headdross,
vherewith the whole time is filled, the days, wesks,
the whole yeay longe.

lew seec, ye womern, to how 1ittle purpcse ye
lose the Kingdom of Heaven! Believe me, whatever
thou doest with dress, in all the world 1t is bus
& iittle dust and & bit of cloth. With all thy
erimple-gprispings here, thy chvisty-crosties there,
the gold thread here and there, yet I it again,
1% is naught but & bit of cloth after alll
Jawesses apd the parscnet lemans (mistresses) and
the lost women who walk outside the town wallse-only
guch should wear these yellow scarves, that they
might be lnown from the rest.

Yo men, put an and to this thing, end £ight
ageinst it doughtily, first with good words, and
if they are still obdurate, then ye should step
Vf-‘..‘.liﬁ.ntl"j ine "Ah, Brother Bel‘thold, that is a
perilous enemy whom the goodman must keep in his
housel I have oft 'besbught her kinﬂl&. s o @
commanded her straitly, yet she would never forbear. .
oW o o e« p ware I to pull one veil from her, I
fear she « « » should go another twice as dear,“ee
Lo, now thou shouldst tale heart of grace. Thou
art & mn after all, and bearast a sword, yet art
thou easily conquered by a distaff. Take courage,
and pluck up heart, and tear it from her head,
even though four or ten halrs come away with 1t,
and east it into the fire, Do not thus thrice
cr four times only; and presently she will forbsar.
It is fittin u’ﬁ the man should be the womant®s
iord and mestar. :

18petry, ops Cibes PP. 211-213,
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= The complaints about extyavagancs in dress, echoed
i this seraon, were Justified. At a later date the

dress of men and women in Ratisbon or Regensburg was
regulated by lows '

The wives and daughters of the burghors should

be allowed eight dresses, 8ix long closks, three
dancing gowns, one pleated wrapper, two pearl
heive-bands, eiﬂ)’t tinvas of gold set with pearls; « « «
and two veils.

19}?1103!. Dhe m-. DPRe aL7 £.




CHAPTER V

FOURTEENTH- CENTURY GERMANY, AND THE
PREACHING OF JOHN TAULER
OF STRASBURG (c.1290-1361)

We now leave the thirteenth century in which popular
preaching in the vernasculsay blossomed under the nurture
ol the Franciscans. The Dominicans fostered the preache-
ing of the next century, and among them iysticism occupled

& place of high favor and power which gresatly influenced
preaching.+ The one gremt, distinctive ide= of Hysti-
clsm iz the doetrine of the immediate intercourss of

the szoul with God. This was the goal of Eystic preach-
inge® lMystieism in Cermany wea found chiefly on both
sides of the Rhine, and seems to have been centersd im
Strasburg and Thuringie from which localities many of

the leading (terman ilysties came.” The greatest German
Hystic preacher of this age was John Taulser, the Strasburg

Donminiesn,* who £illed the immense cathedral with crowds,

1s. Nebe 5 (Wiesbaden:
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end pramched the Gospel fervently.® "His Mystici sm was
mere truly evangelicel and Jesus-centered."® e owed
maeh %o the scihwol of Meister Eckhart, but was strongly
influsnesd by Nicholus von Basel, a Waldensien. Luther
adinived Taule r, but was not influenced by him as much
as is gomotimes assumed.?

i% was partly the lofty religicus life regquired
in 1%s better forms, partly the fanatic phases of its
less-balanced formg, partly the 4iffieulty of comprehand-
ing it in all of its forms, that made lysticism the
profession of the few, rather than of the many. In
Compurison with the scholastie and popular types of
rreaching, the lystics had a limited range, smaller,
more selaect audiences, usually those alrsady Christians,
and less extensive influence., In many of them there are
traces of stressing the contemplative life to the injury
of the active, but we do not find this mistake so much
in Tauler.®

Tauler began to preach publicly between 1320-1330,

SJohn XKer H Praa ejhg
(New York: A. 'c. Amstrong ﬁ Fﬁ&%- Ple

6

Je L. Heve, & %W (Phila-
ddl phia. m:hlenbarg Fress, 1946),

« Harwood Pattison, Ihe i
.g;_a_g_qgm (Philadelphia: American Bapt LSsan,
ociety, 1903), pp. 112 £f. See also Reba. Oon. citey I, 345,
amrgan. O 21&" PDe 271 £,




a8
and soon gained & widespread reputation. At this time
he was not soelrily sensitive, nor a real preachexr to
the paople. He used much Iatin and scholastie division
in his sermons, and was suspected of making too much show
of his learning.? At the age of fifty he experienced
4 very remarikable spiritual exaltation.i¥ He was 1lifted
T what was called a "Higher Life" through the influence
of a young layman, the head of a secret society which
Wes Lrying to reform religiom without leaving the Church.1d
This layman was one of the "Friends of God®” and a Mystic.
Afcer hearing Tauler preach, he sought an interview
and sald the preacher, while preaching to others, was
not yet himself fully ernlightoned. Unsettled by this,
Tauler gave up preaciing and retired to fastings, peni-
tence and prayers in order to find the "Higher Life.®
After %wo years & new Tauler preached.l® It was after

[-

thizs that he preached the sermons which were taken down

by his hsaryers and remsin to ug, 19
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The characteristics of the age in which Tauler
iived were condueive in every way to the rise of iysticisn,

in & time off grsat political and social evils of
protracted eivil war, followed by & terrible struge
gle batween the Pope and Emperor, a time of fright-
ful pestilence, of sadly dissolute morals even among
pei ustri monks and nuns, ZTouler labored as a faithful

E xR "st-

Defoated saints have found always a final stronge-
hold in Mysticism. I stands over against the world
of agtlon a3 agaeinst the domain of understanding « o o
when the world is evil, when reason fails, men
retreat to some desert to commme with their own
sculs and speak with God. If the Church is busy
with its own orgenization and forgets its great
tasiks in the world, the saintly soul turns to pray.
To melip overwhelued with the sense of common evils,
tuo foul to be cured; the problems of the world,

tue difficult to be solved, but two paths are

vpan, and ona leads vo despair, the other to soms
noly shvinge « ¢« « JAn times when new knowledge
aisturbs_the old faith, it is the liystlic who savas

the dﬂy.l
AU this time Germany was divided in allegiance &0

“wo kings. One of them, Louis of Bavaria, set up a
rival Peps %o John XXII. The latter®s interdict fol-
dowed, and people, priests and monastics wersa divided.
Hany left their homes to escape the wrath of Xing or
Popa. In addition to political and religlous disorders,
there wers great disasters and dist_res_sas. aarthquakes,
floods, fanmines, grasshopper destructicn of crops; prices

rose €00 to 700 per cent and caused untold hardshipe
The Black Death swept Europe, 1348. There was frightiul

d41p1d.

i8sarmiel Ceorge Smith %Emgx g;§ ing .th:q
(New York and London: D, Rpp on Coepy 4912), pPpe. 401 £
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moral corruption; dreadful crime of every sort abounded,
and vices were unrestrained. Among the clergy there
were the corrupt and hardened, plunged deeper into evil
by the terrors of the times; the pious and thoughtful,
Separating themsslves the more from the world and hiding
in Cod through the monastic, contemplative life. I%
waes en age of spiritual, social, political and economic
changes and revolt.t® Every characteristic of the
opening fourteenth century contradicted the "Unam sanctam®

of Pope Boniface VIII, 1302.17
galinst this background, we can understand Tauler's

v

sernons, when he says, e.g., in an Advent sermon:

Since this human naturs has been assumed by the
eternal Son of God, the believing man is a child
and son of God, with Christ the eternal Son of the
Father. Prayer is nothing but the giving of the
heart to God. Where ws should pray, the Lord
Himself teaches, when He says, "in spirit". ©No
one should imagine that that is true prayer when
one mumbles many outward words and rans over many

Psalms.18
Jauler understood how to preach to the needs instead
of the desiras of his hearers. Satisfying the mere
thirst for lmowledge, 5o prevalent at the time, was

net his idea of the purpose of preaching.

The day will coms when God will demand an accounting
of the gifts He nov so graciously bestows, and which
now are so insolently used. As oft as ye come

18pargan, op. git., I, 283 f. Ses also Flick,
Op., eit., I, PP 57. 0. 216, 249.

171b1d.s p. 26.
Bpattison, op. eit., p. 113.
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Logether, come to speak of God and of virtuous

1ife, mot to heapr disputations about the Godhead

ner adrolt, subtle reasonings.  « « Who ean solve

the mystery of the trinity? « » « VWhat de we lmow

or Cod's union with & loving soul? « o « All the
ingenious msters of Paris (University) with all

thair sielll, carmot answerp; s « « must remain silent,t?

His illustrations ars original and true to the times:

Loe Joye of this world vanish before heavenly Joy
“iilee candlelight in the sunshinee. « « o" “The
inine, overflowing its banks and dams" was to him
picture of the outpouring of the Holy Ghost upon
16 believers.--"The mgnetts (Agtstein) power to
Gattrect dron,® illustrated the drawing-power of
degug upon human heartS.--"As coal llies dead and
Cold of itself, but gives li_ht and heat when
Lrired, so 1s the spirituval man."--iflumble, insig-
nifiesnt and despised people of God are comparad
Go Ya grapevine, outwardly dry and sere, inwardly
iltled with the sap of life, strengthened by the
uning of the gardener, enlivened to fruiltfulness
: warmbth of the sun."=-"As the snake erawling .
etween two stones, divests itself of its old skin,
S0 map pids himself of his old nature between the
roclks of Christ®s Deity and Humanity."-~Christian
discipiine 1s illustrated by the example of "a
quntingedog, trained to scent out meat, but refraine
Ing from eating it."=--"The assaults of temptation
are like the heat in the body of the hunted animal;"
L% iz thersby driver to great thirst and a desire
for water, The tempted will desire all the nmore
Liwe "wmier of (od."'-="The Christian mist repeatedly
do as the farmer does in March, when the sun draws
closer; he prunes his trees, digs his ground,
gathers and removes weeds, 8o that in due time
the heart will be green, warm, blossoming and
froftiul in the Holy Spirite."=-"As the archer closes
one oye when he aims at his target, so the eys of
the soul must be kept on the goal."--5Seldom does one
find in Tauley any illustrations of an offensive
nature. Hia langusge 1s dignified, pious lmgopoised,
without dramatics or strivings after effect,

The accent on "ghe inner voice of the eternal Word®

[ re—
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ob
and the bold warning against allowing "outward observance"
b0 stuleify "inward reccllection,” are elsarly evidenced
in the Pollowing semon on Iuke 6:36-38:

Glving God CGood Measure: This begins with an
Srainany good Christian life. Sincerely done,

1% is all that Cod requires of many souls. Others
Gre ealled to many additional works of religion

and pensnce, and @ higher degree of virtue. These
snall be Judged by their imner fidelity rather than
oy their outward conformity. Nor does this mean

& oerren inteliectuality of religion, but deeply-
dying simplielty of intentione « « »

Uhildren, it is a pitlabls thing how allien to
Gom2 men®s hearts 1s the beautiful virtue of merey. « « o
Adnp, everwbody strikes at his neighbor with cone
Genmatlone I apy misfortune happens to him, we add
wle welght of our accusation, attributing the basest
motlves we csn thinks « « « Blessed ba God, that
A does not do the 1likel . « « What untold misery
Comes from an evil tongus. I beg thee, pause
la, earefully weighing thy thoughts and woris
: thy neighbore « ¢« o« It is a shanmeful thing.
dence these words of Christ (Matt. 7, 1-2),. .

_ "hnd now, chiliren, eonslder the Lord‘'s words
(Text)s. Davout teachers understand four kinds

of ‘mensure’ hare, ‘good, full, pressed down, and
ranndng over.' The first means a pious Christian
Life, ending with Gods grace, in eternal life.
The *full® means God's gift o us of & glorified
body at the last day. The "pressed down® means
the blessed companionship among saints and angels
in everlasting bliss. 4And the foverflowing' is our
pogssession of God Himself in perfect happiness,
and fulness of every desirs.” N

“Zuch are God's ‘measures' to us. fhat are
our "maasures® to Him, given by that power of
Loving which we call the will, by which we weigh
all our words, works and life?=-~the will, to whose
properties we cannot add, nor take away? And let
us ever besr in mind, ‘with what measure we meted atec.

"First, what 18 our °good measure’? A hearty
turning to God, with sincers purpose to observe
His commandments and those of Holy Churehg holding
fast the true faith, devoutly receiving the sacra-
ments, interiorly detest our 8ins and totally
giving them up, living a e of penance, trusting
securely in God?’s mercy and ce.~-Alas, 1t seens
88 if nobody at all gives God this ‘good measure?

N —
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nowadays, nep lives in His holy fear.--It 1s the
indispensable rule of our raligion for all and
averyone. There are men from whom Cod requires

ne moree. » o o And &% may happen that some upright
souds whe thus conform to God in this life; shall
go etraight to Heaven, eseaping all purgatory. And
‘fgu :;.'r, 15:. the wery lowest degree of the divine
service,'

"Other men God invites to & much higher dsgree
« « » ; these may hava thelr purgatorys « « « bas
chuse they have not perfectly conformed, . « « pains
noyond expressions Sut that being done, they will A
be raised high above the others in Heaven, £or « « . '
they had the courage to undertake a far mors spiritual
caresr, although death interrupted progress
rerfection And what is cur *full measure'? It
roefors o those whom God calls %o a life of holy
obrarvances, many prayers, kneelings, fasting,
and devout practices. They glve God *full measuret
L they cultlvate an interior spirit of real fervor
with their outward plety, seeking God within their
soul, Tinding His Kingdom thers. This life is as
diflerent from the other two kinds as running ls
from sitting,"-

"I thou percelvest that outward observance
hinders thy inward recollection, give up the out-
word end coneontrate thy soul upon the interior.
This pleases God better. Do as we priests do;
cut short our vocal prayers at Easter and Pentecost
that the interlor spirit of the festivals may be
better enjoyed « « ¢ o this interior life is most
Divine. The best aid to this end: contemplsate
the blessed life of our Lord Jesus Christ., Study
lHis bitter death; count His blessed wounds strsaming
with His precious blood, or meditate even on the
Godhead itzelf; and the Holy Trinity, Cod‘s eternal
wisdom, infinite power and merciful goodness to
thee and all mankind,”

"lihichever subject arouses thy sentiments, ponder
it, turm inwards, full of humility, sinking des
into the Divine abyss, awaiting there God's eomfng.
s ¢« « A drop of the interior spirit will sancbify
& whole cask of external exercisesa.”

“But it happens that men think deeply of our
Lord in their interior soul, yet are spiritually
superficiale~-like & wide stretch of water of a
fingerts depth. The reason: they are deficient
in humility, and lack s unlversal love of their
fellowmens « « « Taks an exsmple from pooy farm
laborers. They raise the best of wheat and wine,
but not for their ow: benefit--they eat only brown
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bread and drink only water. Such 15 the case with
en who do good.works without deep interior dispo-
Siiions,.

"ihe *moasure pressed down and running over®

3 superabundant charity « « «  8l1 that is

4 e s « 5 done by God's ssrvants, or by His
SIEnies « Consider the many recitations of
Gl Divine olf'ics, masses, sacrificeS.e ¢ ¢ 3 I
assure you fod will not acimowledge any good works
oL whrieh He is not the begloning and end. (I Cor, 135:3)
_ "The evil that is in man s his omn; the geod
18 to be attributed to Divine love. The
pourad into a ‘measure® 1s prassed together and
aeld in one masa by the sides of the ‘measuref;
S0 .ove presses into unity all saints and angels
in Heaven and all their merits, as well as all
pains sulfered on sarth for Gode « « «+ A5 One
shares this love In this life; so will one enjoy
it in the life to come. Hence it 1s that the avil
one hetes these pecple « « « » insinuates selfl-
rightecusness, induces dislike of them, rates them
aypoeritical, causes us Yo sit in Judgment on them.
A1 we consent, we fall from this holy state of love.
= s o U guapd thy tongue if thou wouldst be ecaliled
a friend of Godé"

 “Thosoever shuts out any one from the spirit of
univarsal love, is himself deprived of his own share
ef God's lovey « « » hold all mankind in good favor,
aveld contention, profane not the ftemple of. Cod®
thet every man 1Se « « « Look carefully to your
?'-:'ﬂ'.'. f&iu:‘.i;s e 5 ®» o fenr Gaod ﬁh’-le YO“ are in this
-'T:Lfe « « ¢« p boyond this 1ifs all 18 over.: « « «
Tears of blood shed for you (were 1t possible)
by our Blsssed lLady and saints will then be of
noe avail. Thse love of God is never ldle; labor
and suffer cheerfully for His sake, and it will
spread over and £ill every corner of thy life."

"If we in our days did not have among us men
of this godlike character, our lot would be an
evil cne indeeds Therefore let us pray the merci-
ful God that we may be gmtaglthis tovarflowing
neasvre® of His lovel: Ameni?

v C. Petry, editor, lio S {Phila
delphia: = The Vestminster To do Upcertadl Dhs 240~246.




CHAPTER VI

FIFTEEKTH CENTURY GERMARY,
AND THE PREACHIKG OF
JOHE GEILER OF KAISERSBERG (1445-1610)

With the death of John Tauler, an era of preach-
ing ended. During the late fourteenth and in the
fifteenth cernturies, the forces of decay and reform
8trugetod side by side. In Germeny, 1366, Emperor
Charles IV, seelking to alleviate the confusion and
Surroil attending the election of emperors, published
his famous "Colden Bull."” This vested the choice in
Seven electors, four tesporal and three spiritual lords,
and greastly affected the subsequent history of Germany.+
in this *Bull® the Pope who had sanctiomed the Emperor's
eoronation, and who was one of "The Babylonian Captivity"®
Pontifis in France, Innocent VI, was not aven mentioned.
He protested, but the "Bull" stood.? In this period
it was becoming very plain to honest thinkers everywhere
that the dream of a universal empire in the West, and

LEawin Charles Dargan, .ﬂt.I
(New York: George H. Doran O-o )
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e el - o




40

the ambition of fommor pontiffs to exercise dominion
over emperors snd kings, was a thing of the past. Ris-
ing nationnl states bogon a process of loeasl independence
from papal conbrol and imperinl suzerainty. The popes
wore captives in France, 1306-1%77 (Babylonilan Captivity)
and under ropeated eriticism. Clamor for reform becams
evan grsater, whon, after the exils, the notoriocus Great
Hestem Papal Schism begen, 1576=1417 00 During this time,
for thirty-two yenrs, two popes claimed the throns, and
for the last eight yeors thers were three claimants.
Tais had o dendly effect on the Roman Church.?

iha Refornm Couneils of Pisa (1409), Constence
(1414-3418), and of Besel (1431-1439), healed the schism,
but in the end the popes wone Rome ignored the rumblings
of the earthquale until it wes too late.” The popes that
followad were no reformeys. Innocent VIII was given to
vices and his court wes & sty of coryuption; Als xander VI,
nost infamous of all, mas “the Nerc of the pnpany."e He,
perhaps more than any other man, weakened the foundations
of the papacy. His son, Caesar Borgia, controlied Rome
by betrayal cnd mssassination. There was no vice of which

Sslbert Hyzme (Grend
Rﬂ'ﬂiﬂs, Mdich,: G'Wm. | 1951)'
Pe 96, See also Schwiebert, ope cite, PP B8, 20.

4&&-. DPe 2587,

E;I_!;;Q. See also Hyna, op. gite.s PP 98 ff.

Sargan, op. giti.s I, 292
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the Pope wes not guilty, mo weapon which he shrank
from using. He died by poison which he had prepared
for one of his cordinel guests."

he political situation was one of war, ambition,
Oprression, eruslty, intrigue and corruption. Amid this
Sirife there was progress in other things. Trade,
industzy, the art of wealth-production were stimulated.
The merchant and the banker, as wall as the middle classes
of society, beeams pillars of the state. Commerce was
inersased by discoveries of new lands. Gunpowder
revoiuticnized warfare and doomed imighthood and feudal-
ism. Vesco da Gama, Columbus sud Magellan widened the
cutloolk of humanity upon its world. The Renaissance,
Revivael of Learning, and Humanism produced o many-sided
Gevelopment in all human relations, political, social,
econonic, moral and inteliectual. The invention of
printing revolutionized literature and set the pace for
A new era. It enabled Erasmus to give to the world a
new Gresk Testament and Reuclhilin to renew the lmowledge
of the Hebrow Testament. Wighty streams were flowing
togother from ail directio;ls to form the great flood
that was to cleanse Christendom, and bring forth the

7
Samuel George Saith nm, M
(New York and Longom De 'Apﬁeton %o.. gﬁ). DPe 0 1.
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modern epa of history.S

The state of the pulplt during the fourteenth and
fifteenth ecenturies my ba comprehensively and accurately
deseribed as one of decay, The forward movements of the
previous centuries hed reached thelr limit; the inevitable
raAction hed set In. With the exception of the growing
note of reform found in most of the semmons of this ags,
the presching was degenerete.? Hrasmus described it
With wiwveiled cynicism as absurdity, burlesque, sensation-
alisn, buffocnery, simed at provoking applause and
laughs.*® Tnis seandalous and hideous kind of preache
ing was later condemned officially by the Iateran Council
of 112 and by the Council of Trent.ld

in the midst of this, there was also a widespread
awakening of conscience concerning the fearful evils of
the day. In Christian homes, In some cloisters and other-
wise here ond thers the better spirits of the age raised
their voices in prayers of grief and sheme., From rulers,
statesuen , men of affairs, scholars, preachers and piocus

mysties of both sexes cama the call for a "reformation

Spapgan, Qps Gibes I, 295 fo See also Fliclk, Op. it |
X, 208 fo ° - 4

Opargan, op. gifes Io 300 Lo
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of the Church in head and mombers.*d8

Ihe pefom-praaching of this age still concerned
itself, howaver, with attacks on corruption. This is
the easiecst fom of reformepreaching, which does not
help %o romove the evils and often perceives no remedy.
the impetus to botter preaching at this time came not
from the Chureh, nop from the preachers, but from the
People. TFor this reason, we have chosen for study
oui of this period some sermon excerpts of John Gsiler
of inisersherg, the "Garmen Savanarola," member of the
Strrsburg Hummist oirels,

Geiler was, no doubt, one of the best lmown and
mest populsr preschers of his time. He accepted the
eslil to an endowed pulpit in the Strasburg cathedral,
1478, “he conditione attached to this call give us a
good pieture of the ages 4 burgher of Strasburg,
Peter Schobt, loft & sum of mongy to endow a preacher,
Wio was to be a Deetor of Theology, who had taken no
monk's vowd, snd was to preach to the people in the
vermacuiaret® Tt was to be a preaching of fice, without

23, L. Yeve %uﬁ Thought (Phils-
@alphis: -.:x..hlenb;rg ress, X See also

Ce Ullmxm, Re ﬂ.g% 2108 pgggﬁ W (Edinburgh:
T- T. cmrﬁ-n L IIO 4

Lindsay. SDe ites PP. 83 £
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the cares of the priesthood.l® A speeial pulpit was
erected in Strasburg Kinster for this purposs, and hers
Geller, for the next thirty years, did most of his woric.

His geraons, which have coms to us in various German
editions, are full of exhortations to piety and correct
living. He lashed the vices and superstiticns of his
time, dencunced yelie worship, pllgrimges, indulgences,
the sorruptions of the monasteries and convents. He
Spoke against the luzuricus living of popes and prelates
and their trafficking in bdenefices, and sarcastically
Peferred to papal deeretals and the guibblings of scho-
dagbic theology. He painted the luxuries and vices he
dencunced go very clearly, that his sermons ars a valuable
mine for the historien of populsr morals. His sermons,
however, contain very little of the Gospel message. &8
we road them, we ean understand lutherfs complaint, that,
wiile he had listened to many a gsermon on the sins of
the age and discourses on scholastic themes, he had never
heard one which deelarsd the love of God to man in the
mission and work of Jesus Christ.l® Ceiler must be
clagsified as 8 morel reformer, having a social-
consciousness of his age and times above most of his
contemporaries and predscessors.t’ He is a deeidedly

lsDargan. Ope cites 1Is 325 e

1814nasay, ope Gites Do 118.
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dmportant character of his age, who did much to arouse
the Cerman mind prepayatory to the Reformtion, and
rerdered grest service to the German language.l® His
languags and manner were not as refined as those of
John Taulers He is frenic and outspokan, even to gross-
ness, in his denuneiatlons, and spares no ons. Satire
end humor are his weapons.*® lashing out, as he did
of%en, against "carousals at church festivals, masquerades
a% the beginning of lent, and the prevailing gluttony
and drunkeness,” he said: *Kirchweih ocught to be callsd
fmechwelh 20 The fads and fashions of the day, of which
Sebastion Srepndt, a conbtemporary of Geiler, had much to
86y, coms in for fierce attacks: In 8 ‘Sermon on Beards,”
1488, Ceiler said: |

Facas are of four types, those with whiskers,
imitating the Italians and the Spanish; those
wearing Turkish beards; and those cleanly shaven;

and then those who never shaved, but wore thelr
halir on both Eead and face as long as nature would

let it grow.2 .
Sebastian Brandt regretted that peasants, who had earlier
been comtent with brssd and water, now had wine, and

191h1a.
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plenty of money, and eostly elothing. In ons of Geiler's
Sermons he substantiates this peasant prosperity: “To
8 pecsant ons now says, ‘Onaediger Herr.® fAnd why not?,°
asis the farmer, *I have als much money and as fine clathes
88 a Gpoediger Herrt'22 The moral standards of business
in thai day were very low. Industrial corporations
bagen to appear on & larse scale. & craze for specu-
tation set in. Captalism in Germany was a going concern
diong before Luther. Geiler complained about "corners in
wheat, in meat, wine and other comnodi tieg. 153 Cppressed
by & triple buvden of taxation, ecclesiastical, political
and feudal; confronted by scaring prices; arcused by the
rife speculation and business inflation; and incsnsed
et the evidences of financlsl and industrial trickery
and fraud, & strong protest arose against bankers and
exponents of big business. The complaints about shrewd
manipulation of prices and the imposition of an unjust
load on the consumey were far from groundless. The high
¢ost of living was quite generally felt, and numerous
ware the efforts to fix the responsi bility for this state
of affairs. Of the great industriel combines Geiler said:

They male hunger and high prices, and kill poor

pacples The merchants are greater extortioners
and decsivers of the people than even the Jews

zgm.g Pre 388 £
asm.' DPPe 382 £,
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have boens « « o These bloodsuckers, corn and

wine usurars, injure the whole commmity; they shoul
ba driven out of towns and parishes like packs of
wolves; thay fear neither God nor man; they bresd
famine and thirst, and they kill ths poor. The
Jews, Roman lawyers, and the millicnaires ars all

iv ona detestable elass. Since ageiculture is the
source of all true wenlth, the Church should pro-
nouncee these Tinancial transactiong godless,

e great morchants of Germany carried on trade in every-
bhing that would bring profit--even in human beings 28
slaves., There were slaves in Europe from the thirteenth

%o sixteenth centuries; but few in number and nearly

alwaye foreigners of African descent. They werse held
n8 proporty and had no rights. The first Hegro slaves
vere brought to Portugal in 1444, The traffic spread

from Italy to Germany and would undoubtedly have died

ity but for the discovery of America. It was carried
on by Jews. Geiler said: "One could not sell castrated
chlidpren, particularly 1f they were Romans, but could
easily sell other kinds."26

Prostitution was considered e public necesslity and
was prevalent everywhera. licholas of Cuse, seid a
century earlier what Geiler preached from his ‘Straaburg

chanesls
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searcely Imow whilch course would be better--to
ub a deughter in & cloister, or in a house of

.

Lil-fome., Why? In a cloister she is a prostitute,
vet a woman of honord But iIf she goes into a
vubliie houss, she 1s struck to the ground and must

eat and drink bad Tthings.26
ihe revival of Romen law and political science

denied the peasants the "rights" which they enjoyed
wer the earlisr Gorman lawe Popular hatred of Roman

o
o
)

&

daw appeared in the thirteenth century and grew as the
Jenrs passed by. To this was added hatred for the
learned lawyers who were detested by the people. Armed
revolis and mob violence, socialistie and communistic
tendencies, were the answer of the peasants and the work-
ing classes to this burdensome social condition. Geiler
von Haisersberg, in one of his sermons, sald:

The iawyers « « « are disturbers of the peaca.

Instead of settling differences, they foment them

in order to mal® money « « o the richest 1s right,
and g}}osver gives the mast money, gets the most

A8V

&z in most ol the seraocns that can be eonstrued as
reflections of the cultural and social conditions, Geiler
alsc had much to say about the ®times*® sbuse of raligion.”
Cricitism of the church was not uncommon, and a single
quotetion should sufflce to show how far & preacher in
good standing could go in this respsct:

Take the spiritual estate, bishops, pope, cardinals,

%mﬂ- ¢ Phe 298 £,
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provosts, pastorse. Look upen 1%, and you will
Find so much vanity and arrogance that no one can
£ive us encugh honor or f£ill us up. We multiply
benofices one upon another and always desire a
higher office. What shall I say about unchastity?
Who is thers that does not defile himseif in the
mudepuidle and £ilth? If you take the monastic
estate, you will observe how completely it is
dismpted. Its members ars rescals and stand
anong the first in every self-indulgence, 28 158
the ense in the secular and spiritual estates.

2Briessling, op. gite, PP. 128 f.




CHAPIER VIX

THE SBIXTEENTH CENTURY REFORMATION,
AKD THE EARLY PREACHIEG OF
MARTIN LUTHER (1483-1588; d. 1546)

“here was still in 1600 a great deal of Christianity
upon wihich o preformey might count if once he could get
8 heering.* To appreciate this, we have studied the

orl of pastors and preachers distinguished for their

faithMulness, such ag Barthold, Tauler and Geiler. The

bear wnconsclious witness to the kind of religion taught
the children of piocus burgher and peasant familiss. e
Ioiew that Luther learned the Creed, the Ten Comrand-
ments and the Lord's Prayer, and that he knew some simpls
avangelical hymns. Ve can trace this simple evangelical
femily religion in Germany back through the Middle Ages.
Primoers of instruction, books of piety and no less than
fourveen versions of the whole Bible in High-Cerman, werse
spread fairly widely among literate lay people at the
baginring of the age of printing.® But the general

wilidan K. Anderson, editor, W’Z&
_-‘.Mg;%sm {Nashvilla, Tentne: Parthe}pm 88, 1940),
f)' 45e See g.}ao Thomas M. Lindsay, /A Histoxy of :
1 3 L1805

ologital Librairy (:N Yoric:

Charles Seribner's Sons, £6)p DPDe

21bides pre 181, 124, 149,
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Paligious 1ife of the people at the close of the fifteenth
and the beginning of the sixteenth centuries is also
full of discordant elements. Besides the simple, homely
rlety of the family-cirele, the "Kinderlenhre,” &s Luther
cilled it, thers was a certain flamboyant religion_. based
largely on fear and superstition, 8 calmer anti-clerical,
lon-seclesivstieal religion which spread throughout
Germany (@.g., lutherts father); and the piety of the
| préyinge-cireles or "Brethren,” descending from the lystics.®

' SEniadd

Such wus the religious atmosphere intc which Luther was
born, and whiich he bresthed from his earliest days.%

Ihe piety of the age did not center in the Church.
It wes not fead by the hierarcuy, nor inspired by the

b
'

-

Sxmiples of clergy, monks or friars. Besides the cone
ditions deseribed by Geiler,® there 1s the testimony of
vaprious other men of that age, viz., Dionysisus the
Carthusion, d.1471; Jacob of Juetterbock; John of iesel,
G.1479; Thomas (ascoigne of 0xford; all of whom wrote
books or tracts d- seribing the utter corruption of the
papacy and its priesthood. Irithemius, Abbot of Spann-
heim, writing in 1485, about when Iuther was learning

to wall, charges the priesthocd as having neither learning

3&- 2 PPe 187=156.

4_IM0| Pe 457,
5@[_)1&_: Chap. VI, n. 28,
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nor conscisnce, more concerned to beget children than

%o buy books, addicted to gambling, drinking, and without
the least fear of God. Savonarola in a lenten sermon
i’ 1497, snys of the priests:

':fhe;r have withdrawn from God and despise the
Seriptures. They sre profiigate, and no longer
Even pratend that their sons are nephews when

Ghey procure them clerical offices. 0, prostitute
Liaurch, thou hast displayed thy foulness to the
worid and stinkest unto heaven.

Yet he belileves that Christ has followers in Germany s
France aud Spain, who, responding to His call, "will
Gause the corpse of the Church to stir with life as

di¢ et of Iazapus at the bidding of the Lord."® We do
net nesd te deseribe the age in the language of Luther
along, ' Sut, since we are now to study when he preached,
we might here insert alsc & word from him. In 1521 he
deseribed his age as follows:

fead all the chronicles, and it will be seen from
the birth of Christ on, during all these centuries,
nething similar has been seen. Such building and
planting is not 8o coumon in all the world; such
expensive and frequent feasting and drinking hag
never been seen. Henee clothing has become 8o
costly that it cannot go higher. Who has read of
such business a8 now covers the world, and swallows
it up? So the arts increagse and continue to in-
¢rease; painting, embroidery and carvinge--such as
have not been seen since Christ's birth. Hence
thers are today such keen, intelligent people, who
let nothing be concealed, so that today a boy of

20 years knows more than 20 doctors have known

Sinderson, gp. git.» PPe 7=9.
TM.’ Pe 7o




e —

previocusly.8
Thusg: -

<% will be seen that on the eve of r.ha Reforsation
the condition of Europe, and Germany in particular,
was one of seething discontent and full of bitter
clags-hatreds . « » trading companies against

The soeial

"Cuilds,® poor against wealthye o o
fercent was increased by a sudden and mysteriocus

rise in prices,; . « « affecting at last the ordi-

;“"'d' necessitiss of life. « » «+ This was the
Soeiety te which luther spoke, and its discontent

wes ths smmg‘ing-baard which made his wards
raverberate.

The politisal situation in Germeny at the time
of lutherts birth, 1483, was one of confusicn. Men of
thet day ai¢ not lmow & France, England or Germany. .The
regarded themsslves as members of the Holy Roman Enpire,
of which, during luthep's formative years, Maximilisn I
wag the superor.+? ¥No man was fuller of the longing
for German unity as an ideal; no man did more to per-
pPetuate the divisions of Germany. He stood for German
culture and nationality, but his one policy was to unify
and eonsolidate the family possessions of the House of

Hepsburg, His grandson, who succeeded him in 1519,

Sjohannes Jenssen Geschichte
mera%e Ve‘;q-ﬁg dlung, 18E3), I, 3.
Alexander Clarence Flick. of W
QB‘M (New York: Alfred 10pLy do ] e
9Lin"laay. m. m.. I. 112 f.

10g, 6. Schwiebert, %” Zings (5t. Louis:
? e ®
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Charlas v of Spain, was of German blood, but no German.
e wes his Spanish mother's son, whom the German, Luther,

faced v worms.ii

ALlL attenpts at tracing the ancestry of Luther have
falled beesuse of scareity of existing sources. His
forbenrs belonged to & rather fortunate economic group

that held a village end lands as free-farmers. Such
@Stutes wlwnys passed to the youngest son. ILuther's

] father, therafore, us an older son, migrated to Eisieben
4nd entered the mining industry. There Luther was born,
Eovembep 10, l488. The following summer his family
fbved vo Mensfeld in the copper-mining region, and by
“he time Vertin wes eight years old, his father had

L LR A S

Prespered and become one of the town council members.

ihe poverty of the femily has been mmech memphasized,lz
Af'ter attending school at lansfeld, ¥agdeburg, and

Elsenach, he entored Erfurt University and earned his

Bachelor and Master degrees, prepering for the study of

dawe Guite unexpectedly, he entered the Augustinian

¢leister in Erfurt snd, as part of his training, studied

theolegy and became a priest. Shortly after his ordinaticn,

he began his studies for the Doctorate, which was awarded

e him in October, 1612,19

- ﬂnmg“ ppe B¢ £. See also Lindsay, on. Cit.s Is

12schwicbert, op. git.s ppe 102-107.
EMI’ Ppe 106-109,
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Already in the year before this, his superior and
friend, John Steupltz, had prevailed upon Iuther to
preach. The lntter gave fifteen reasans why he should
Bot preech.¥ Luther was at this time still in soul-
Gonfiiet about his own spiritual condition. Staupitz
Spoke to him of "having something to do," and Luther
thought of hiumself as unworthy to do it.15 Having been
Persuaded to enter the preaching office, Luther began
to preach to the monks in the refectory, 1511-1512,16
in 1514, he was called to preach in the parish Church
of St. Mary's in 1!.?ittenberg.17

Heanwhlle his soul-conflict was resolved whem he
discovered by a comparison of several Scripture DBSB&SQSJ'G
that "Rightecusness of God" was not Ood's "judicial, or
runitive Righteousness," but rather His "forgiving,
Justifying Righteousness," revesled in the Gospel. Of ;
this happy experience he says:

Then it seemed to me as if I were born anew and

o, v, e
e (=3 ) S 1:.3 L ]
Hard-‘lss Miiche: ondervan F : ouse, )s %%.l Oe 4

Se2 also Heinrich Boehmer, %
Gelphis: Huhlenberg Preas,

18114,

18pgalm 51, Romans 1:16.17.
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that I had enterad into the open gates of Paradise.

the whole Bible suddenly took on & new aspect for
fee I ran through it, as much as I had it in my

nemoxy, and gathersd together a great numbeyr of
SLuLiar axpressionSe « « « A8 much as I had here-

tofore huted the word, "Rightecusness of. God," so
mich the more dear and sweet it was to.me now.l®
Ihis sudder. chenge was Iuther's personal reformaticn.
In this he had uttered nothing new, but had restored
the cld Gospel. This 1s the head and the heart of his
fessoge. He is not an immovator, but & renovator. Of
81l the names invemted to characterize him . . . , none
£1%s hiw so well as the name Reformer, coined especially
for him.20
Luther emphasizes repeatedly thet he was drawn
into this against his will “because of his office.”
His preaching off'ice hed been pressed upon him. It
becenms & matter of great sntisfaction to him that he
had beeome s Doctor "against his will.,” As a Doctor,.
he had been "forced and driven to expound the Scriptures

Be the world and teach everybody.® He deelared:

I would not take all the world's goods for my
Doctorate, for if I did not have this great, heavy
responsibility which rests upon me, I would surely
ba driven to despair and to doubt whether I had
not begun this cause without call or command,

illee a sneake-preacher.s But now God and all the
world mist bear witness that I began it publicly,
in possession of my Doctorate and my preachinge

1850ehmor, gpe gites PP 110 £F£.
#01bid., p. 111,
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offfice that I was led to 1t God's c9
and neiﬂagi £ s o3

ihis certainty, that he had God on his side, that his
toaching wes not his own, was ‘the root and unshakable
foundation of his eonsclousness of being called as a
Hefoymer, as well as the reason for the historical
Gonsequences of his massage.zﬂ

luther, the Heformepr, was also very keenly conscious
ol what was going on in his world. This is very evident

from many of his enrly sermons. In his preaching we find

Conerata illustrations that *"mirror the age,* also

“preasching to the times,” or "on the erisis of the hour,"

28 wall vs the more detached attitude, occupied chiefly
vith the universal religious interest. There is a
timaless message in those eight sermons he delivered

U eight consecutive days after his retumn from the
Jartburg to guell the turmoil caused by Carlstadt and
obher fanatics who wished to reform by force. In these
Sermons he achieved in many ways the most signal resulta
of his preaching career.™ In this sermon-series he
treated many of the problems which were confounding his
followers. He emphasized that Christians must not use
force, and the Word alone must accomplish the needed

2libide, pe 114.

287hide, pe 1164
331{.1.95511;:3 09, See also Schwiebert

on. git., Dp. 586 2535315 and liorks of Martipn uther

Philadelphia: h‘uhlenbarg Press, 1943), II, 387-425,
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reforms. Paul, in Athens, among the heathen altars,
tomples and idols, pleaded with the people to forsake
them, but did not advocate their destruction by force.
Giting his own experiences, Iuther said:

L will preach, teach, writes; but I will constrain
ne man by foree, for falth must come freely, with-
Out compulsione o« o« o I have opposed the indulgencos
and all the papists, but never by force. I simply
U..-uﬂm. preached,; wrote God's Word; otherwise I
1_!2.5!._1'10‘!;1‘11!15, « o o the Wo:‘ﬁ gid it alli. Had I
desiraed to foment trouble, I could have brought
&reat bloodshed upon Germanye. Yea, I could have
started such a little geme at Worms, that even

the Emperor would not have been safe. But what
would it have been? A Eiool's playe I did nothing;
4 Jaft it to the Word.

Even before these sermons were all deliversd,
“willing confessed his wrong, Carlstadt was silenced,
the Clty Council thanked Iuther with substantial gifts,
and Wittenberg bowed to law and order, Iuther continued

to stress toleration and patience.20

Exaetly one yesr before he besgan his historic
atitack on indulgences, he diseussed them from

his Wittenmberg pulpit: "“The people are baing
misled by seducers and fable~mongers who make
broad stntenents that are true in a sense, and
yet not true because understood falselye » o «
Zhe Pops's purpose in granting indulgences--at

oast as it is laid down in the syllabi and

certificates-~is a correset one, but the indulgence
preaching, private confessiocn and satis-
faction the chiefl part of penance, is not corrsct,

(Veimar: Hermann

241utherts j Welmap Ed
_Ijaehlau_%ﬂs NachTolter, 1663 FE) . X, 19-21. See 8lso
Works of kartin Luther; op. eit., II, 391 1.

251bid., p. 389.
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The Bible nowhere mentions either. It enjoins
gencral confession when James exhorts, fConfess
your faults one to anotheri'26 True confession
is__an affair of the heart; and if they say that
cniy a few chosén people can achieve true confession,
whye then, do harlots and publicans begin with this
periact variety? « « « Indulgences are in demand
because they make sinning easier and annihilate
Mrist and His Cross. « « « Oh, how grset are

the dangera of our timesi O sleeping priests!

YU moras than Bgyptian dapinessi®™ iow securs we

are amid all our evils.

inn the above excerpt Iuther was still an obedient
Son of the Church and did not suspect the Pope of com-
plicity in the asbuse of indulgence-peddling. As late
&5 1810 he wrote to Pops Leo X a letter asserting his
orthedoxy and loyalty to the Holy See.28 later in the
Sobe yeapr, however, he had broken with the prineciples
that underlay the indulgence traffic. The next complete
Sermon on the subject shows an advance to his chief

message:

The beauty of righteousness, not the fear of
punishment, or even the sorrow for sing, ought
to be the motive for repentance. Repentance is
not the achievement of man, nor the act of a
nmonent. Rather, it comes from above, and iIs &
lii‘elcngzgm cess in whiech faith is the chief
element.

R6Juames 5:16.
Sllagher's Yorks, ¥eimar Edition, op. git., I, 94, 13
REpoehuer, Op. git.s pp. 212 and 21&.

P2 's Horks, il m;;ia ope Clte, I, 519.
See also Kiessling, gﬁ.'cig.. PDe 'ﬂ'? 05
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The same truths were expressed in his Iinety-Five Theses.
the "faith* here spoken of is the "faith which justifies.®
in this sense the word was seldom, if ever, used by
Hedieval preachers. With them it connotad &ssent to
the Church dogmas, or virtue that came by practice and
brought merit, or one of the seven virtues. "Faith®
s Luther copnceived 1t, is & Pauline concept.m fis
wWas now harking back to the Apostle; not to CGeiler, nor
fauler, nor the Fathers, nor to any Church dogma, nor
to Conciliar decrees.
luther was accused even in those early days of
preaching faith to the exclusion of works. BBut his :
doctrine and preaching were nothing if not ethical,
de tells his erities: e |
iR o Shalns The it oo i B
i e ioe s poery Chens e, aven,
dey fcollows the rising sun. « « » Woridess faith
- 18 as unreal 28 s vision in a mnirror.
This is frequently dwelt on in more then half of his
extent sermong, in none more nobly and elearly than in
what has been called "Iuther's Social Gospelr:S2

God requires,.for Himself, only-faith. Every other

30zpe4,

& lg’;mnsm Horks, Seimar Edition, op. gites X» 1
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exXpression of the Christian spirit in us belongs
to the neighbor. 7The Christian must go out of his

vay to find end help the poor, sick and weak, He
must learn to associate with the stubborn, foolish,
proud, and other unpleasant types of peoplos « « o
A Christian lives in the world, not to find, but
toc make holy people; just as he also seeks to make
rich, strong, healthy those who are poor, weak,
and sicke « « ¢« The natural way for Christians

to fulfil the works of brotherly love is in and
by their ecallings. « « « Only one calling, as
such, has status before ggd--tha spiritual calling

of’ those who have faith.
|
‘ it is not surprising to find Iuther's sermons

q filled with "nreaching to the times," for the ¥edieval

| Church and world were being lifted out of their tracks
in those yenrs.%® Though it is not characteristic of

! him to injeet pieturesque detail into his sermons, he
ceceasionally gave full play to his talent for observing
and deseribing the more intimate side of life. In his
"Sermons on the Ten Commandments," 1616~-16517, we have
some pictures of popular manners more colorful than those
of Geiler. The “"Decalogue Sermons" not only provide a
eross éection of the life of the times, but also reveal
the attitude of the Pre-Refcrmation preacher towards
certain practical questions, and how he dealt with then

33, . ,
.l erts Wo il Editio Ohe szt.. VII'
481; X, §; 1T, 71; 1, 491. See also Boenmer, Op. Sit.,

Pe 313,

S4john Ker, lectures on the H;sto% o Pgeail%;gg
(lew York: A. 5. Armstrong and Son, 9’% PPe =155,
See also Kiessling, op. cite; Pe 108,
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in the pulpit:95

~Zhe I Commendment is transgressed by outward and

“dnwerd 1dolatry, « » « when in our hearts we
worship riches or honor. In order that simple
follk might understand, I will deseribe certain
crude forms of outward idolatry . . . indulged in,
by youth, in the prime of life, in old 8ge6, « «
witches and witcheraft, etec. It seems that some
young paople charm swords, arrows and guns with
words or signs to male themselves invulnerable, or
1:hgsy draw a cirele in the sand to uncharm what
othiers have charmed . « « write letters or signs
on a piece of glass and throw it in the fire . . «
to constrain another person to love or follow them.
Some display letters written in supposedly holy
characters and signs of magie power. Others wateh
the moon closely for the best time to choose a
wife, to have or not have children., They steal
wax from BEaster candles, water from the holy basin
by whieh they hope to find an egg in an ant-hill
and be invisible when they go out. Holy water is
&l:o used to cateh thieves . . « suspected persons
names are written on slips and thromn into the
weter « « « that bearing the thief''s name will sink.
He who falls asleep first on the wedding-night will
die firste ¢« « « A woman can be boss of the family
by touching the threshold and muttering certain

words as she enters her husband's house for the
oung people learn to trust

Pivet time . e o 50{
the ereature in small things and to forget God in

great things.
illen and women hang written slips about children's

necks to banish siciness. Even priests and sextons
furnisn them. Hagic arts are used to protect cattle
» « « 50t the devil to watch over thelr fields. The
sick who make & vow, must take no nmore ms:dicine.
Those recovering after extreme unction must wear
black and not dance for a year. Like to the heathen,
meaning :lssgound in the calls of birds, especially

the raven.
Guite sarcastic treatment is given "special days

for deing certain work," and "astrology which can tell
what you wiil be, but not who is a sinner, or who

853bid., pp. 109 £f. See also Boehmer, oOn. cit., P 120.

361his idea is also found in Edgar Allen Poa's poem,
"Mhe Raven." .
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righteous. Sin comes from the heart, not from the
stars.” Transgressions of old age are identified with

hags or witches. "Women have inherited their propa: sity

for being fcoled from lother Eve." "In a less crude way,

becnlie transgress by worship of saints, erection of

shrines, and pilgrimages.“37

The II Commandment is concerned mainly with caths
in popular use, which_do not differ essentially

from our modern ones.
The 111 Commandment is transgressed by those who

think the dasy is only for "eating, drinking and
wearing fine clothes. . « to lwep the vigils and
then indulge the flesh on the festivals." All
necessary work, like that of cooks, taverns,
butichers, bakers, fishermen, doctors, messengers,
mall-carriers, mencers of roads and bridges and

firefighters, may be done. .« o 10 carry a keg
of beer into the cellar is not as bad as to carry
beer ovt in cans; « « « to shoot birds, or practice

arms, would be better on other days.
e is c‘-.-issatisi‘ied‘with parish preaching, and, like

CGeiler, he dislikes keeping people under the ban from

hearing the sermon. "How can they repent, unless they

heay the Word of God?"
In the IV Commandment he offers sound hints on

bringing up children. PFarents ought not f£ill them with
fear, "not hire nursemsids who £iil their ninds with super-
stitions, flears of dark, stories of monsters, etc. . « .

Some parents, alas, are more concerned about fine clothes

STluther's Horks, Weimer Edition, Op. Cite, 17,83, 176
S8Kiesaling, op. eit., p. 119.
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than spiritual gifts for their children.®
dere he digresses to a favorite theme of preachers

of all tiwme, "finery of women." His chief emphasis is

on costly and fentastic styles:

1 believe they will scon go about naked, for they

4o go halfenaked already. Who is to blame, the
women, the men, or the city authorities--for not
making laws against so mach wasteful prinking?

As for the men, they have recently adopteg
ut

the silly style of wearing their hair in nets.
the real trouble is, they are not strict enough
with their wives, « « « en ought to be masters in

their homes « « « , 8 woman uay consider she is
wearing enough ornament when she pleases her husband.

Ihe relation of masters and servants, and of the pecple
to spiritusl and temporsl authorities, comes under this

Coimandment :

There is much complaint about cheating, waste of
time, and of charging too high wages among artisans
and 1sborerse. « « « FrFurthermore the whole command-

ment is in danger of hging annulled, as it was in
gs because it .1'.5 cansidered

the days of the Jews,

more virtuous to endow churches, donate paintings
andg secred vessels, than 28 give to one's parents,
friends, or to the needy.

Luther differs with the theologians of his time alsc in

their interpretation of the Commandments. This is

particularly evident in the following:

The V Commandment, they say, is not fulfilled by
love, but when men do not comnit murder. That

linits the ali-inclusive quality of God's comm&gds
to love, but anger, hatred, sins of tihe tongue .

SCark 7:9-13.
x. 1. ‘dutherts Works, Neluar Edition, op- Sik.s I» 664;
p Lo
Yyatthew 5:20-26. James 3:3-10.
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» « o are included. Philoscphers long ago said !
that man hag two ears and one tongue. « « « A8sSop,
vhen aslked to bring the worst and best meats,
brought tongues. « « » There is good reason for
the vow of silence in the cloisters, but the devil
spoiled the good work of silence by introducing
logie, the teacher of garrulocusness. « « « Do you
doubt the evils of the tongue? Ask the man with

& gquarrelsome wife, B wordy woman.

Zhe VI Commandment interpretation is still rather
strongly monastic. Some attribute that tinge to the

reporter who took down the sermons in writing:

fhere are sueh who do not partale of the sacrement
because they have not been able to ma tify desires.
To them I would speak a word of comfort. God sends
these afflictions to humble us. The wagon-wheel
ust go through mud, but that is not its main

purpose.
fhere is the monkish tendency in these sermons to view

the relatlion of the sexes with suspieion, end then to

&0 into full details. Sexual sins are grouped as:

visual, verbal, tactual, factuzl and osculatory.
Among the many things that lead up to them are
the unsavory legends of preachers and teachers,
the obscene stories in taverns, mostly about the

philanderings of the priests and monks, the publie
dances, and the fancy dresses of the women.

A plea for leniency in the punishment of stealing

is voiced in the sermon on The VII Commandment:

To take 8 life for the sake of property, is to

act too severely, not to sey unjustly, especially
when the goods were taken because of bodily need

or poverty. Altogether reprehansible are harsh
sentences iumposed for stealing church property.42
The powers are very keen-eyed for their miserable
money or goods, while adultery, simony and cheating

&0 without punishment.

480erman proverb: “Kirchenraub bestreft sich schwera"
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Here some social evils otherwise are alsm condemned, "raids
of robber-barons, usury as it is practiced by the Jews,
ganmbling and restitution of a gambling debt. The winner
heed not restore it." He allows the practice of "buying

income" for certain people, in which the buyer paid a
sum of money to a seller, the latter agreeing to pay a

percentage of the price annually in perpetuity.“

Eearers of "false witness" who transgress the
VIII Commantment are heretics like the Waldenses;
the Sehoolmen with their four-fold sense of Holy
Seripture who find that it teaches salvation by
works; the lawyers who seek ‘'not truth but victory
in the Mbyriﬂh. and prolong strife instead of
maxing peace;** those who teach the great Greek,
Arlistotle, znd are serious about it; the tellers
of legends, especially the preachers; the fawners
and flatterers at court, and tiiose who sue for thelr
real or supposed rights in courts. That is allowed
only for the protection of others.

The IX and X Commzendments, like the spiritual
interpretations of Christ in the Sermon on the

Hount,“Y ghow that no man keeps the law who does
not keep it in thoughts, words and deeds, and out

of love for God. The practice of the age of list-
ing and grading sins "makes people more concserned
about the divisions than about the sins." . « «
Some divide them into two classes, omission and
commission; some into three, of heart, word and
deed; others according to the five senses, the
six works of mercy, the seven sacraments, the

43p1ick, op. cit., II, 316, 378-382, 440 £. See also
luther's iorks, Weimar Edition, op. git., 1V, 610.

44guypra: Chap. VI, n. 27. Oeiler said the same
thing about "lawyers."

45iutherts Works, yeimsr Editiocn, op. eit., 1I, 151,

€61 ¢thew 5-7.
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seven deadly sins, the seven gifts of the Holy
Spirit, the eight Beatitudes--so on, up to four-
teen divisions and grades.

Iuther coneludes this series on the Ten Comzandments
with & review of the "Seven Deadly Sins,™ all of which

were characteristic of" that age:

Fride is included in the First and Second; Un=-
chastity in the Sixth; Anger and Hatred in the
Fifth; Gluttony in the Sixth; Indolence in the
Third, ond ail the Commandments. The Alien Sins
are also inecluied in all, for it is possible to
8in by bidding and advising and helping others to
gin. The Crying and kute Sins are those agginst
the Fifth, Sixth and Seventh Counandments.

in three letters addressed by lLuther to PFope leo X,
the progress toward reform, the Pre-Ref'ormation age,
its churacteristics in all human relations, politiecal,
Sceial, econonmic, moral, intellectual and spirituzl,
as well as the difference between iluther's preaching
and that of so meny pre-reformers, are beautifully set

forth and suumarized as folliows:

In his first letter, 1518, Luther threw himself

at leo's feet,as an obedient son of the vicar of
Christ; in his second letter, 1519, he still addressed
the Pope as a humble subject, wiile refusing to re-
cant his convictions; in his third &nd last letter
Iuther addressec¢ Leo as an equal, speaking with
great respect for his personal chareater even
beyond his deserts, but denouncing in seversest
terms the Roman See, or Curia. . « « Luther writes
as & father confessor: "In the nmidst of the mon-
svers of this age with whom I am waging war for

the third year (1520), . « « I ar coitpelled to
tell thee the truth, because I wish thee well. If

4Tgoris of Martin Luther, op. cit., 1I, 361-367.
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Bernnrd (of Clairvaux, 1091-1153) pitied his

Pope Eugene III (1145-1153) at a time when the
Roman See, even then most corrupt, yet ruleu with
better prospects, why should not we lament who

have for three hundred yesrs had so great an
increase of corruption and worthlessness? s « «
Thou Imowest well, these many years there has
flowed forth from Rome, . « « like a flood cover-
ing the worlid, nothing but & laying waste of men's
bodies, souls and possessions, and the worst pos-
sible examples of the worst possible things. /L
all this is clearer than the day to all men.4

i believe it has now become clesr that it is
not enough nor is it Christian, to preach the
works, life and words of Christ as historical
faets, u8 if the lnowledge of these would suffice
for the conduct of life, although this is the fashion
of’ those who must today be regarded as our best
preachers. Fay less 1s it enough to say nothing
at all about Christ and to teach instead the laws
of men and the decrees of the Fathers. . « « there
are not a few who preach Christ and read about Him
that they may move men's affections to sympathy
with Christ, to anger against the Jews and such

like . « « nONSENSE,
Rather ought Christ to be preached to the end

thaet faith in Him may be established, that He may
be not only Christ, but Christ for thee and me,
and thet what 18 said of Him and what His liame
denotes may be effectual in us. Such faith is
produced and preserved in us by preaching why
Christ came, what He brought and bestowed and
what benefit it is to us who accept Him. This is
done wher: that Christian liberty which Christ
bestows is rightly taught, and we are told in what
way we Christisns are all kings and priests and
so, lords of all, and may firmly believe that
whatever we have done is pleasing and acceptable
in the sight of God.

#hat heart is there which, hearing sueh things,
will not rejoice to its very core, and in receiving
such comfort grow tender so as to love Christ, as

it never could be made to love gK ang law or works?
ltho would Rgve power to harm such a heart or to maks

At afraia?

“m.. PPs 298. 301, 303' 306.
49Ibid., pp. 526 f.



CHAPIER VIII
SUMKARY

in this study we have not looked back to Luther,
but back of Luther. For our purpose we have studied :
what we termed a Fre-Reformation period, or age of
approximately three centuries before Iuther. If eras
can be dated, the ledieval world ended in April, 1621,
and the Hodern world began.

Bafore the brillient and august assemblage at
orms a humble, but dauntless monk told the potentates
of Church and State who hzd e¢slled upon him to recant
what he had sam' and written: "liy conscience is bound to
the Word of God. Unless convinced by clear arguments of
reason based upon the Seriptures, I cannot and will not

roeant. God help mel Anmenl"
Up to that time there was an authority in the world

that all men thought immovable: pope, council and emperor.
Since that time there is a force in the wvorld that all

men know to be irresistible: Scripture, reason and

conscience.d
We have cited some great, swelling words of a pope

dyilliam K. Anderson, editor, mgmngu?--ﬂ
Smmgg;m (Mashville, Tenn.: ~Farthenon Press, 1945),
Pe .
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under whom the Papacy reached its climax of power and
dominion. We have cited many words of warning and con-
demnation of those who, before Luther, saw the hierarchy
and the world of that day deteriorating and moving morally

on a downward curve.
The preaching of this Pre~Reformation age mirrors

2 world bound under a sense of sin, lmowing largely only
& frowning, far-away God. The life of the average person
wes full of fear-~fear of plague, pestilence,; Turks,
death, Judgment and an angry God. To be sure, it was
not all corrupt. It is possible to describe any era

of history in bright or dark colors siuply by confining

attention to one body of facts.

if'y, in our view of the Pre-Reformation age, we
dwell upon the evidence of the growth of learning
and ecucation, the reforns of a few monastic orders,
the faithfulness.of:a few preachers, the interest
in religion on the part of some humanists and of
some of the people, the creative power of the
Renaissance art, the increasing literature of
plety for the lay reader--ne learn that some forces
were at work from which men took hope. fFie gladly
welcome all evidence of good found in that untoward
generation, and aclknowledge that some reformers
were disposed to overlook such evidence. Yet, so
far as the Church of that age was concerned, these
things were largely incidental. . . « lodern
historians who enlarge upon these promising aspects
of the times as if they offered proof that the
Hefornation was needless ard wicked, deceive then-
selves and thelr readers.

one of us thinks the reformers, even Luther,
to have been infallible. While we recognize their
greater familierity with the details of the scene,
we have, or ought to have, a somevhat clearer view
of the historical causes and background of the
Reformation than they were able to acquire. « «




n
The world moves, however, and they served their

day. The Church is never so wrong as when she

deelines to be changed. « » « The attempt to
reform the hierarchical church was as old as its
Tormetion. « « « It was through the medium of
preaching ghut the reformers exerted thelr greatest

influence.
In every field of Western Christian life the harvest

wag ready for Luther. The roots of life were all reli-
gious, and in every area of disaffection the Church was
involved. The Pre-Reformetion age had had its reformers.
kow a prophet of God was needed--a man who himself felt

a commanding sense of pardon, one who knew from experience
that they who worship God must worship Him with heart

and lif'e, one who could communicate his experience to

iils fellovmen in terms they could understand.

The main lines of the picture that Luther drew of
his time were sketched in before his time. Complaints
about laxity, greed, corruption and immorality which
prevailed in the ecclesiastical and social systems, were
inereasingly numerous in the Fre-Reformation centuries
which we have studied. In his early serions Luther
voiced these complaints anew. But he soon also intro-
duced & new note which was foreign to the late-iledieval
preachers of Germany. They had leveled thelr censures
not at the Fapal system, but at the abuses in the systemn.
iather became more and more convinced that the system

21bid., pp. 6 ££., 26, 40.
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itself was to blame. The Fope, whoa he criticized for
the first time In a sermon on Februsry 15, 1617, became
the symbol of both the system and its corruption, the
true Antichrist.® The Church of the Pre-Reformation
centuries, modeled in all respects like the State, was
& hieraychy eonfined by very tight 1ittle bands. It
was no ionger a community of brothers, governed by the

Spirit of its Invisible, but Ever-present Heade %o such
& Church the Papacy was indispensable, but it was fay
removed from its first love, insufficient for that day,
and without life and vigor for the future. That this
was 80 1s proved not only by its adversaries but by
its most zealous sons, s well as by the fact that
between 1294 and 18566 Rome had no pontiff who later
qualified for canonization.

For centuries the nations of Europe gave the
hierarchy ample time for amenduent and self-reformation.
From every gquarter, also by luther, it was aduonished,
warned and even implored.? All was to no avail.

Two ways of reform were possible: upon the exist-
ing basis of' the Church, or in defiance of it. The

SEimey Carl Kiessling,

00 mools Talation 3o the Siafaforareion Soricy (irans |

4suppa: Chap. VII, n. 48.




75
former would affect a part only of the existing state
of things; the latter struck at the root, was more
radical and produced schism. The former had been tried
and had failed; the only alterpative was & general war-
fare with all that was corrupt. The breach was inevitable.
The new streamn, mighty, flowing together from all dai-
rections to Porm the great flcod, could not continue
in its old bed. It was dammed out and formed its owmn

bed.

For everything there is a t:l.me.s There was a time
for influence quietly exercised by the forerunners
of the Reformation. There was also a time for
heroiec action. The rent which the Reformation
could not but cause, was made contrary to the
original will of those who were its authors.

SEceles. 3:l.

(Edinburgh: 7T. T, ) ,8 s 61 .
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