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_ We see clearly how amuch God loved that city;

“o maks her alone both priestly and royal, imperial
ana apostolie, to give her power to win and exercise,
not only dominion over bodies, but also authority
over souls. ©She is now far greater and honorable
wiva neavenly authority than formerly with earthly
power. DBy the one she holds the keys of the King-
“om of Heaven; by the other she holds the reins

oL the realws of the earth. ZIruly to no other city
¢an there ever ccwe the honor of such dignity--or
rather the dignity of such honor. But in this elty
the dignity will remain by the eternal law of God's
providence.

‘hen Peter had left Rome in £light from the
persecution of unbellsvers, the Lord appeared to
Gam neay the city. Peter said to Him, "Whithepr
soeat Thou, Lord?® gs answerad, "I go to Rome %o
3¢ erucified again." Patexr understood that this
was spoken ¢oncerning himself, since the head is
eruciiied with svery member. He returned to the
33]1%.,; and consecrated it with his blood shed on
the eross.

. 4#dso he had as helper there the most blessed
Yauvl. This is the reason why, in our text, a
Singular verb is followed by a plural, “Iaunch
{thou) intc the deep; and (you) let down the nets
for a draught," because Peter, the Head of the
Whole Church, alone ascended to the height of
Supreme Pontiff, but he and Paul together "let

down thelr nets® of preaching to “catch men™ in

the eity. Certainly it wes by special dispensation
of Providence, that exactly where two brothers
according to the flesh, Romulus and Remus, who
founded the material ceity, lie buried in honorable
tombs, two brothers according to the faith, Peter
and Paul, who laid the spiritusl) foundations of

the city, lie at rest buried in two gloriocus churches-=
Pater in that quarter where Romulus is buried, and
Paul om the other side where Remus is buried. So
from both sides, they watch over and guard your
eity. One indeed yeached the height, but both

“let down their nets, ete.”

Further, as the "“ship” is the Church, the "sea®
the world, the "deep" Rome, so by the "net" we
understand preaching. As a "net" 1s conposed of
different cords and strings, & sermon is also

:‘:‘G"! b

20mhis legend 1s the subject of the book Guo Vadis
by Henrv Sienkiwicg, Polish author (1845-1915).
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made strong by differsnt authorities and argu-
monts. The eareful preacher sught 0 compose his
Semon with a vapriety of material and many different
authorities so that he speaks now of virtues, now
of faults; of rewards, of penalties; somewhat of
marey and of Justice; now sluply, now subtly;

using history, them allegory; speaking literalliy,
Liguratlively: eiting authorities and giving argu-
manta; enploying metaphors and illustrations--so
what each point taltes its place fitly set forth.

~ Thie Is taught by St. Faul, I Cor. 2:6=12; 352l.2«=
Aorsover with “nets" we capture fishes, birds and
beasts « o » in water, ailr and on earth. By fishes
we understand the self-indulgent, by birds the
proud, by beasts the violent. Therefore the
breachor eomposes his sermon against self-indulgence;
oride and passion « « ¢ in arder to win to ssif-
control, humility, amd mildness. When he "lois
down the net,” « o » N6 doas not kill his eaptives,
i}i’:‘- gives them new life, « « « f88d8, o o « protects
WilGll e

~ fueh "nets® the blassed saints Peter and Paul
alike, “let domn." By their preaching Rome was
converted from ervor o truth, from sins to virtuss.
Thoerefors Rowe owes veneration %o all Apostles

out Lo these two especial honoPe o« o« By thelir
marits and proyers may she be preserved on earth,
that in the end she may be erowmed with joy in
heavenl! In the Name of our LORD Jesus Christ, Who
is above all, GOD, blessed for ever. Amen.=

*hls sermon mirpors the position of the Pepacy
uwnder Innoecent IXI; as well as the political and social
characteristics of the time in which that papal power
was dominsnt. OF histopical interest in this connection
is also the fact that this Pope attempted to ammml the
Magne Charta in England, which country he subdued through
his Archbishop of Canterbury, Stephen langton. He failed
in the effort against the Charter, but he succesded in
foreing King John to acknowlsdge langton as Archbishop,
and in making the king subject and tributary to the

811’6‘!‘.1‘?, ap. su-. PPe 177-180.
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Roman See, 1215.%2 Innocent JII was alss the first
Poniifs %o ¢ax the whole Church by the tithes for the
Crusades. He had sixteen successors in the thirteenth
century, under whom papal power was carried on. With
the overthrow of the House of Hohenstaufen, in the defeat
and death of Tinocent's ward, Frederick (1212-1260),
the Medieval Germen Empive ended.2® By 1294, upon the
accassion of Pope Boniface VIII, the PFapscy was beginning
e crumble, and was being attacked by disputing forces,
8specizliy concerning its political claims.24

The great Franch prescher, Jacques de Vitry (d. 1240)
tells us of the end of Imnocent III. De Vitry was
cherged by the Pope ¥o preach a new crusade to the
loly Iand, Having succeeded in that, he was chosen
by the canons of Acre %o bs their Bishop. On his way
te Rome to be set apart for this charge, he found at
Perugzis the lifeless body of Irnmocent III who had
suddenly died there, 1216. It was lying shamefully
neglectead in the Church of S5t. laurence. Attendants
had yushed off %o Rome for the new papal eleetioniZ®

Ll

%mthg BPe moy PDe 95-99,

2301exander Clarence Fliek
dedieval Church (New York: A:l.f;'eﬁ. Eopg. ﬁsﬁ? I, 1.

241pid., pp. &-12.
25pargan, op. git.. ps 285,




CHaPTER IV
THIRUERNTH CENTURY GERMANY,
FROU THE PREACHING OF
BERTHOLD OF HEGENSBURG (6. 1220-1272)

Thsre was no independent, indigenous preaching
in Germuany befors the thirteenth century. For four
hundred years after the death of Boniface, "the ipostls
Of the Germuns," fow names of (German preachers ars known.
Thosze we du know all leansd heavily upon the Greer and
Latin Fathers for sermons and sermon materials., There
was preaoching throughout this period. Germany lmd been
brought within the pale of Christianity by the mis sionary
presching of such men as Gallus, Pirminius and Boniface.l.

By tho middle of the thirteenth century, however,
German presching showed the influence of new currents
of thought and feeling, such as iiysticism. The crusades
the preaching of heretics, as wel 1 as that of the
ilendicunt Urders, also did their share in producing

the itinerant preacher , and the popular outdoor preach-

inge®

1. Hebe, Zur Geschichte der Predigt (.iesbaden:

Julius Hiedner Verlagshen dlung, , 1, 299, Jse
@lso Elmer Carl Kiessling, The Early Sermons of Luther
and their Relation o the Pre-Rreid rmation Sermon

Iﬁrailg rﬁapm.: ~Zondervan rubllshing Houase, 1935),
Pp. e

21bid., pp. 11-12.
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ihe Franeisean, Berthold of Regensburg or Ratisbon,

in Bavaria, wes the greatest of German preachers befors
iuther. He combined in himself most of the godd paris
of the itinerant Yemdicants: their homely eloguence,

the dramatic arrangement of their materisl, their eon-

Crete applications, and their fervid call to repencance.a

The Franciscans, in pert due to their vows of poverty,
Wwere in closest contact with the people. They had
recelved papal permission to preach in the temple of
erention, under the open heaven.? Berthold did this
in the merket place, the eathedral square, or in any
open field neay the town. Determining the direction
of the wind so as to speak with it, the pulpit was
areciad and the psople were called together by the
ringing of balls.s

A1l historians, both Protestant and Romanist,
who write of preaching ia Germany during the Middle
Ages, spealc of Berthold with pardonable prids. IHe was
neither Scholastie nor Mystie like so many of his
contemporaries, but distinctively & Populay preacher.
Though profiecient in Iatin, he did most of his great
work in the crude Germen of his ‘time.®

Sibid.. p. 22,
4yebs, gp. gites pe 300.

EK:IGSBling. Bhe 3&!! De 3.

: SEdwin Charles Dargan H%
(Bew ¥ork: Oeorge H. Doran Oss J%EI. .

i
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Jhe envrmous crowds who came to hear him bear
evidencs of the pevival of popular interest im preach-
inf;."' Yo churech could hold the crowds, estimated as
high as sixty thousand peoplo.® Some sncient chronicles
even speak of as many as two-hundred thousand before
whom he often preached by means of an interpreter 1n.
the non-Gormen areas.?

arthold*s ninistry coineided with t.he years of

the Crest Interreghum in Germony, when foz- twenty years
there w:s no king after the fall of the Hohenstaufen
emporors (1250-1272), The rains of authority were
loosed; petty sovereigns and lords were without an
overlord; the politieal, social and moral disorders
were great.io

To such an age Berthold wus & stern preacher of
righteousress, denouncing the popular religious pilgrim-
ages of his day as ercating more sins than they ylelded

pardon,it His preaching was largely missionary, stressing

?m-p Phe 228 fo

8, Harwood Pattison %
%’&%g%ml( Philadelphia: Arid p 14 m::n
00 a (/] 905)' pl 111'

gﬂebe. Ohe m.' Pas 308

1Cpapgan, Sp. git.s Pp. 267 f.

1, * dsay, "A History of the Reformation,”
i pemm y'%ngu York: Charles =

eI er's Sonsg, ] { ] .




22

Sorzow for sin, penance (not without contrition) and
renunciation. jle also dencunced indulgence-preachers
Seversly as "pemmyepreachers.” While shunning political
subjects, he showed his social conselousness by speaking
of 2ll that affacted people, their Joys and sorrows,
superstitions and prejudices, oppressive taxes, unjust
Juiges, usumy, dishonest trade, Jews, herstics, actors
and women's vanity.d®

“hile often in his words we catch the trumpet
hctes of luther, Barthold preached more duty than
doctrine. Though he denounced the indulgence-preachers
unuerelifuily, he remanined a true priest of the Roman
Church.t5 Clearer in forms and presentation than most
of the Mystics, he was, nevertheless, in sympathy with
their epirit and doctrine.l4 Roger Bacon agreed that
Brother Berthold eould preach the Cospel down out of
heaven and the people loose from their sins--if any one
coulds The following passages are redolent of p:ls power.
Transliated excerpts are from G. G. Coulton, Life in the

_12canuel lcCaulay Jagkson, editors .m
ﬁﬁl% ouB8, gm.% Didsg,

mmmyb ope git.y p. 136,
341p1d., pe 136.
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?-fiﬁ{i:j._g Apges. 15

f:‘-;-_-";iii-zf‘.;i-; SLELECTIONS OF "TRICKS OF TRADE."

(Note: Varicus "foll* are admonished)

J:ne‘:-:‘irst are ye that work in clothing, silks,
wool, fur, shoas gloves or girdles. lMen cannot
“ispensa with you; men must have clothing, there-
Lore serve thez o do your work truly; not to steal
nalf the eloth, use other guile, mixing hair with
your woeol or stretehing 1t out longer . . « and
ke good eloth into useless stuff. lNowadays no
m‘:}?.k" can find a geod hat for thy falsehoode « »
Wwilil pour through the brim into his bosom. Xvan
Such decelt is there in shoes; furs, currier's
woric; one sells an old skin for new . « « manifold
& your deceitSye. « o N0 man knoweth so well as
wiou and thy mnster the devil. Why should I come
aewe Lo teach thee freuds? Thou knowest enough
caysell.

_ihe second ars all such as work with iron tools,
g£oldsiniths, pennyesniths 2né other smiths, carpenters
or blacksulths, men that smite, stonemasons, turners,
all such as use handicrafts with iron. Such should
be true and trustworthy, whether they work by the
doy, or by the plece, as many carpenters and masons
do. ihen they labor by the day, « « » stand not

]

all the more idle that they mey multiply the days.
L2 by the piece; « « « hasten not too soon therefrom,
= « o 0 be rid of the work as quickly as possible
s e u p Ghat the house may fall down in a year or
two; thou shouldest work at it « « « 5 28 it wers
thine own. S8mith, thou wilt shoe & steed with a
shoe that is naught, « « « 8 mile thereon, and it
18 already brokens « « o horse may £o 1lame « « «
man be talen prisoner or lose his life. Thou art
a devil and an apostates. « « » The tenth Order
is utterly fallen beyond recall; I bar no man from
contrition and repentance, but, otherwise, such as
beat out long lmives wherewith men slay their fellow-
men, such may use deceit or not, sell dear or cheap,
as they will, yet for their soui there is no help.

The third sre such as are busied with trade;
we cannot do without them. They bring « « » +
is good and cheap beyond the sea to this tomn « «
and carry over from Hungary, France, on ships, on
wagons, on beasts, or bearing packs. Trador,; « « o
trust Godl « » « He will find thee livelihoed with
true winnings, « « « for so hath He promised. Yet

now thou swearest loudly how good thy wares 28r6pe « »

15pq
v C. Pet editor (Phila-
delphine The Westrinatar pf-a'gg.%g. p.%
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more than ten or thirty times takest thou the
nanmas of the saints in vain, « « « swesrest, "I
anve already been offersd far more,® and that is

8 1lls, « « « & great mortel sin. The mors thou
Swearsat, the less men s o » o thy worldly
profit 18 small, « « o all the time thou damnest
away thine own aalvation « « ¢ ¢ And if thou
wilt buy from simple follk, thou turnest all thy
mind to sse how thou get it without money and
weavest many lies before his face. « ¢« « lMany
whncugand souls are damned thereby, sSeeing there

<2 80 much fraud and felsehood and blasphemy that
i man can tell it. Yourselves lmow bast what
88 and frauds are busy in your tradsd

__<he fourth are such as 8§ meat and drink. ¢ o o
All the more needful that thou be true and honest
tharein; other deceit dealeth with man's goods;
LIS with man®s bodye ¢ o o If thou offerest
nezsly oy rotton {lash, kept too long until it

aa corrupt, unwholesome before the slaughter, or
unrine of age, which thou knowast well and yet

st It Tor salep; « « ¢ thou art guilty of the
vleod of folke The same I say to him who selleth
Tishae o » « captive in water till Friday com8,; « « o
COrrupt o « o p 8 man eabeth his death by them, or
sone great 9icinesS. ¢ « o S50 ars certain inne
Zsepers and cocks who keep sodden flesh too longe.
e » ¢ 50 do certain others batray with corrupt
wine or mouldy baey, or unsodden mead, or give
false measurs, or mix water with the wine. Othexrs
again bake rotten coyn to bread « « « o 881t thelir
bread which 1s most unwholesoms. We read not

that salt 1s so unwholesoms and harmful in any
other food ag in bread; and the better it is salved,
the nearer to great sickness or death.

“he £ifth folk are such ag till the earth for
corn: or wine. Such should live truly towards their
Lords and their fellows, and among each other;
not plow over the other's landmark, trespass nor
raap bayond the mark, nor feed thelir cattle to
another®s harm, nor work any other deceit one
on the other, nor betrey their fellows to the lord.
Fis, traitor! Untrue man§{ vhere sittest thou
bafore mine eyes, thou Chusi, "thou AchithopheliswiS
Thou shouldest be true to thy lord; yet dost thy
service so sparingly, slothfully, and with such
constraint, « « « that when he chideth thee, thou
dost leave him and flse to some other master.e-
Sometimes the lords are guilty here. « . « Yo

= i 53

«

-]

16z sam., 15:12.31; 16:80.




Gsel somotimes 8o i1l with your poor f0lk . » « ,
CAN never tax them $oo high . « « p would fain
tnx then higher and higher. It 1s far better
for you that ye take small £8x8S eVery Je&T's « s«
and all the wore straitly. Ye cannot till the
~and yourselves, therefore should y2 so deal with
JOUr lolk that they gladly serve you. It is their
duty too to serve you truly, live txuly ons with
;z_”:h& other « « o p and 8sll truly among yoursslves.
shou boor, bringest to town a load of wood that
25 BLi full of ¢rooksd billets baneath; so sellest
thou aiy for woodf! And the hay thou layest so
cumingly on the wagon that no msn can profit by
+6; thou art a yright false decelver, « « « Ghou
“tyest Tine corn &t the top of the sack and evil
corn Lensatlly o « o 811 thy work is spoiled with
decelt, hate and anvy. -
the sixth folk are all that deal with mediecine
2 « s o these muat take great heed against untruth.
"ae As no good master of that art, let him in no
wise undertake it, or folks® blood will be upon
ALE heade o o ¢ Such as are not learned--may
not avan denl with & wound--gsuch men presume %0
possase and exereise the inward art, and must
nesds give deinks to follkks Take heed, doctor,
and kezep thyself from this as thon lovest  » »
asavan. Evon learned masters have enough to do
here. #“0, Brother Berthold, four times alrea
save I had all successi® Lo, that was but & blow
8% & venture. If thou wilt not let this matter
Ge and study farther « » « o then the rulers should
Lforbid it thee on pain of curse and banishment,
e have murderers encugh without thes, to slay
honest folk. Deal with thy wounds for the gresent.
and practice not the rest until thou be past master.
Childran, or old folk, thou hust much need of good
art before thou canst well cut them for the stone. » »
God send in His grace thut these nine Orders
be kept safe, for the tenth is utterly fallen from
us and become apostate. Thease are buffoons, fiddlers
and timbrel-players, and all such foll, whateve:r
may be their neme, who sell their honor {or mONSy. «
For sueh have turned their whole lives only to sin
and shamg, « « « they bhlush not for any; yea,
thou buffon, whatever the devil is ashamed ©0
spealk, that speakest thouj; end all that the devil
may pour into thee, thou lettest fall from thy
mouth. Alag, that Holy Baptism ever came upon
theey since thou hast demied Baptism and thy
Chhristendomi And all that men glve thee, they
give siaffully, and must answer for it to God at
the Last Day. I there be such here, forth with

hing
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S50 ars some men deceivers, liars, liks the
erafitanen, Ghoomaker sayeth, “most excellent
so:i.e.a,“ « « o hge hath burned them bafore the fire,
mm Listh and cheateth thee of thy money.--bBaker
fivods his dough with yeast, ¢« « « who dreams o
have bought bread, has bought mere air.-~Huxter
pmz::rs beer, water, sometimes into his oll.~=Butcher

7ill sell ealves' flesh, saying, "It is5 three wesks
.a.m“; and it is scarce A waek.~--Fishers must catch
Fish with manifold devices; these fish betclen
roor folk, poor, naked, over cold, « « « bare of
all 5'- 1C88. « » « helpless. Devils have set for
@:w bait of untruthe ¢« « 5 With no bait could he
have taken them, but with this. Because they ars
fr{::'-‘ and naked, they devour ona snother. Poor
Yol that are called msngervants and maildservants,
w s s@rve your neads, such will steal youpr salt,
b :..h.'.zza menl, ¢oM, egg0, cheese, bread if not a
ole mm, a fragment, and the half loaves and
;‘:; s of flesh.-=And those are false too to whom
thou rJ:i:i.ﬁ,a_;pst thy thefis, for if they took it not,
thou wouldst have left it alone. Thus many a man
3:*.'2:‘.::«&;,'@'.:.}; another for life or possassions; but
none ars go false as the countryf'olk among each
other, who ara so untrue for envy and hatred, they
¢an scarce look upon one another. OCne will drive
anotherts catitle to his harn and damage, and another
will buy his fgllow-peasant out of his farm, all
Trom untruthe.

-’J.i" ar_,; SELECTIONS OF "WOLEN'S DRESS": BROTHER
ERTHOLD. I an come hore to speak of « « o how

yw should bewera of snares of the dow.l. .t'o:- the
noly saoint 82w SC MANY « o «  he said, "Loprd, wno
may aveid 211 these snares?" The whole wordd was
full of them. 'They go by night to towns, villages
and lay snares of many kinds, for devils have naugit
€lsg 1o doe-~"But, Brother Berthold, thou sayest
much to us of dtw:lis and guiles, and we never see

o sj.rg,le devil, nor hear; nos grasp, nor real
then, ".=Lo, now, that is the worst harm they do

thee, « » » for didst thou once see a single devil
a8 he is, then wouldst thou sursely not commit one
8in again. ZThe worst of snares that they have

is that they deal so stealthily with us. See how
dead & silence they keep, albeit there ars many

Y patry gu. 207-211. See also Lindsay
ODe Citiep DPPe %" 3 Afanndar Clarence Fliek, :

Dacline of th Church (New York: Alfrad
Imopt, 1950 I%Au%



