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CHAPTER I

INTRODUCTION

This thesls is the outgrowth of a vicarapge year in Cone
cordia Lutheran Church in Cincinnati, Ohlio. This congregae-
tion is situated in & run-down area in the heart of the city
and has many problems which are unique to a congregation in
this situation, as well as many normal) problems which are
heightened by tho downtown situation.

The intent of this theals is to outline the many probe
lems which exist, on the basis of personal experience and of
the limited written material oxtant from 1955 to ths present
datoc. Possible soluticns have been included inasmuch as
they have been off'ered in the course of research, and inage
mach as definite solutiona can be offered for the p?oblams.

Research has beon limited to the materials availablo
in the publications and periodicals at Concordia 3eminary,
St. L.ouis, and publications obtalned through the courtesy of
den Theological Seminary, St. Louis,

Tho writer is indebted to the members of the Practical
Department of Concordia Seminary for the kindly assistance
which they offered, and tc his wife and parents for their

constant encouragenont.




CHAPTER IX
THE INPORTANCE OF THE DOUNTOWN CHURCH

In 8¢. Louls, as in many American cities, Imge churchos
sit awvkwardly In devmtown areas, hemmed in by big offlce
buildings oxr clums, attemptiing to maintain a program for
the remaining supporters on the outskirts of towm.
Arcund such churches are concentrated our worst urban
ills==poor hcousing, lack of recrcational facllitiss,
high birth- and death-rates, delinguency, unemployment,
low wages,

The churchea situnted in such arsas are churches that once
ministered to the ariatoeracy of the city, in neighborhoods
that were at one time outstanding for their cleanliness and
fine homes. In Cincinmati, Cor cxample, many mombers recall
with pride how their mothors and grandmothers were accustomed
to serub the sidewalks in front of their homes around the
church in the downtown area at least once a wook; ¥ow, as

in many downtown arocas, these once proud residences show une

mistakable signs of age and decaye.

They oro¢ dingy, bhaving long sinec lost all of the orig=
inal paint. Porches and steirways are sagglng, and
broken windows with rags stuffed in tho openings may
occasionally be seen. #Higzag cracks show in some of the
brick walls. T¥Fences stend awry. An abandonsd and tot-
tering building, with broken windows and much of the
woodworic pulled off for use iIn locul cookstoves, adds
to the general shabby appearance of the neighborhood.
The much-used streets are covered with dust end litter,
which iIs blown up in the face of the passerby with each
gust of wind., Carbage accumulates in the alleys, and,
since much of it is not kept 1In cana, it is scattered
still farther by rats and stray dogs. 1In the hot weathex

1Xenneth Underwood, Christianity Where You Live (New
York: Friendship Preas, 6.15355. Pe 107,
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Inadequate garbage collection resulis in e hoavy smell
of' decayed food hangling over the alleys and rear yards,
Hany of the structurcs Liave been subdivided, and

basements end attics aro utilized for living space.
Comaonly a family of three or four lives in a two-room
"housekeeping apartment", the larger room serving as
kitchen, dining and living roon, and et night as bed=
roome Cooking Tfacilitles may be a pgas plate in one
corner of the rocomy; or parhaps an old range used not
only for cooking, but also in .inter as the scls source
of heate HNany.dwelling units have no running water,
and tollef racilities are shared with two to six other
Tfamilies.”~ ‘

The doevntowm commnlty is by no maans the most plcasant and -
inviting atmosphore in which one might labors nor is 1t an
easy place in which to carry on religious cectivities,
This is a fact attested to by scores of oxperienced
pastors. Attempts to conduct downtown religlious work
in the pattern of a traditional nolighborhocd church have
agein and egeln rosulbted in fallure.d
But those arsas, with theliy thousands upon thousands of cone
gested souls, present & real challenge to us, & challenge
which demands the development of new attitudea, methods, oute
looks and techniquoese

Our pest, predominantly rural, has developed for us ate
titudes, methods, outlooks and tochniques which were
designod to mecet the requirements of that day of rural
work and linguilstic, natlionalistic isolation. That day
is past. Once again as in the days of Paul the city
rises to claim the place of firat importance.?

Slurray H, Lelffer, The Iffective City Church (Nashe
villo:j Abingdon col»:esbl’u'y Pross, C.l049), De Ofe

3Frederick A. Shippey, Chmrch liork In The City (Nashe
ville: Abingdon Cokesbury Prass, C«1952), Pe 90

40, A. Goiseman, "The Urban Church", imerican Lutheran,
AVIII (January, 1935).
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Vie are changing from a rural to an urban church and
if 1t be true that the Church of Jesus Christ is to
reach the masses with the saving Gospel . « « then we
rmist soon begin to realize that with more than half the
population of our country already concentrated in larger
or smaller urban cormunities it will and unavoidably

mist be_our task to develop beyond all else the urban
church,.®

According to the census of 1930 the population of the metro-
politan dlstricts of the United States 1s nearly 45 per cent
of’ the total population of the United Stutes.6 Within most
of those metropolitan dlstricts tho greatost percontage of
the population inhabits the Ilmmodiate dovmtown area of the
cityes Central liethodist Episcopal Church of Detroit is an
excellent example of & church located very conveniently in
tho mldst of such a densoly populated area. This church is
located approximately one mile from the edge of the city
which is bounded by the Detrolt River. "Within one mile of
the church lives a population of approximately 95,000
paople.7 Thus the opportunitles for any church similerly
located bocome most apparent. According to sociologists it
is even more than an opportunity; it is an obligation.

. « « The consensus of opinion on the part of sociologists

is that the church st spend more time attempting te develop

Stbid,

6sammel C. Kincheloe, The Amorican City 4And Its Church
(lew York: Friendship Press, Cel958)s DPPs 10 fe

7. Paul Douglass, The Church In The Changing City
(Now York: GCoorge H. Doran Co., Ce1927), De 156,
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rosponsibllity toward ita parish--a term which has goograph-

ical connotations."d

There 1la no reason to beliocve that Protestantism will
in the foresceable future be stripped of tho downtown
church opportunity, Thousands of poople continue to
roaside at the heart of the clty, and whars the popula-
tion is, thore should the church be also,

In the downtown districts « « « the church has its
greatest opportunity of influencing the whole life of
the city. A4 downtown church "bearing witness to the
supremacy of religion in human affairs wins the tran-
siont clty dweller to God and attaches church members
who are coming to the eilty, whose church relation and
roligious affiliation may not be vital encugh to lead
them at cnce Inte a city chniah, and who may find tho
clty strange and difficult,”

Regardless of their low income, their hablts of living, the
color of thelr skin, thelr 1lliteracy or their backgpround,
they are souls to be won for Christ,.

A poul 1s a2 soul, immortal and blood-=bought, whether 1t
habitates in the "better sections" or in the amoke and
grime of the slums. There are no "better clas=z of
poople™ in the Holy Christian Church, They are all in-
cluded in "the chosen generation, the royal priesthood,
the holy people.,"™ The Cospel is for all people. Home
of us sorely noed the reminder whigh the S8pirit of
Iignions gives ua In James 2:1-=0.

The Church haas a ministry to fulf’lll to many different types

of people. It cen not negleect onc in preference to others.

8vornon Roy Schreibver, "The Urban Church in a Transition
Comrmmity”, (Unpublished Bachelor's thesis, Concordia Seminary,
Ste Iﬂllia. 04y 194‘9)-

9811ippe:r, OpPe Cilbe, Pe 93

10yyndham B. Blanton, The HMaking of a Downtown Church
(Riclmond, Va.: John Knox Pross, c.1945), p. 46l.

11y, A. Hertwig, "ust The Dowmtown Church Die?", Today,
I (¥ebruery, 1946).
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There 1s the gate leading to the king's palace, sug=-
gesting the relationship of the church to the dominant
polltical and economlec powar of the worlds On the cother
hand,- there ls the gate to "the other city" where the
mass of hunanlity dwells amld squalor, suggeating the re-
lationshlp of the church to deep human necd, To which
door does the church pay the nost attenticn--that
leadling to the seuts of the mighty, or that through which
it may hear the still sad music of hunmanity? « « o Look
at the Imtheran church in our countrye. T+ h's been &
pioneoring churche, But that area of our church 1ls def-
initely gone, %The children and the grandchildren of
the pioneers today are the mors or less comfortably sit-
uated middle c¢lass, if not tho socially elitecs Is our
church today satisficd to miniaster to these groups and
neglecting the door thet leads to "the other city?"
Cortain considerations disturb us aend make us un=—
easy. Urban commmunitles change, they become depressed
areas, and our congregations move outs. Is there no serv-
lce we can render to those wiio move in? On the road
are thousanda of Okies and Arkles and other dispossessed,
lic realize that a ministy»y to homeless groupns roses al-
most insuperable problems., But have we faced our re-
sponaibillity and are wo at least trying to discharge 1t?
Leonomic changes and shifts ere going on in our country
and noono can predict what conditions ocur children will
find, PBut we will venture the assertion that the gate
to "the other city" will become increasingly important
and lead to ever ;urger numbers. And our church dare
not overlook it.1”

120mme Door to 'The Other City'", American Lutheran,
XXIII (June, 1940). 5




CHAPTER IXI
PROBLEM3 IN RETAINING AW ACTIVE MENBLRSHIP

Fundemental to a succesaful ministry in 2 downtown
church in any city is that the pastor have a proper atti-
tude to the mulitiplicity of tasks which confront him, Ie
cannot begin to develop succossil methods and techniques
to cope with the problems confrenting him unless he fully
reellizes the vast opportunities and obligaticns which a
miniatyry of this type presents, and is determined to exper-
Imont creatively wilth varicus types of programs, The pastor
in a downtown church who overlocks the mass of humanity on
his doorstep and devotes all of his time and attention to
those o0ld members who have moved out into the suburbs has
considerably diminished his administrative problema, alth;mgh
he may have even groater problems with his consciences The
pastor, however, who cen visualize the opportunities con-
fronting hinm, who is serlously atriving to integrato a dusl
conatitusney, and who makes use of evory opportunity to fur=-
thur develop a zZealous missionary splrit in his members and
enlist their aid and cooperation in the downtown area--that
pastor has many problems to overcones.

The pastor of eny one of our large city congregations
locatod in a densoly populated downtown area knows that a
large percentage of the teeming communlty drifting by his
door has no church connection. DBut frequently he is hielpless
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basls of fellowship,"20

Perhaps the answer to some of tho problems lies in our
educational aystem, It may be that our men are not prepared
adequately to handle the situaticns that confront them,

Our educational system hus not been tralning men specifi-

cally Tor work among such people. Since the majority

of our churches are in and, therefore, the majority of

our people from, middle~clans soclety; it is likely that

the majority of both faculty and students in our schools
are glso from the middle classes. This would mean that
the pervading psychology in our educational institutilons
is that of middle-=class soclety. To effectively work
among any class of people one must thoroughly understand
them. Could 1t perhaps be that our colleges and semnil-
narlics are not producing men g&o underxz tand the lower
classes of our urban soclety?

Another way in which we nmight achieve more success in
interesting tho people of the communlity to become churche
poing people, and at the same time put forth an effori to=-
wards intopgrating the dual constituency, would be to have
more f{requent soclal functlons to which would be invited the
children and parents of the neighborhood as well as the fam=
ilies of the cmn@;:u:-'e{;:.u::'ton..“22

$ may be too that the slituation in the downtown church
calls for a complete revision of our usual mission methods
as well as an adaptation of our usual forms of worship to

conform more with what these people have become accustomed

2OSohre5.bor', OPe Cltey, Pe 43e

2ljsarcus Lang, "The Communities and Church Progress of
8te. Louls Lutheran Churches", American Luthoran, XXIX (July, 1946).

22¢, T, Schulmecht, "The 0ld School in a New Day", Today,
I {(October, 1946),
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to. The downtown church may have to be satlafied if only it
can preach, teach, and adulnister the asacraments to as many

es i1t can, whether 1t be for a shorter or longoer period of

timeoad This revislon of methods might involve some adapta-

tions commonly used by the tabernacle evangelist.

This man hires a hall or puts up a big tabernacle,
usually out of plain boards. lle may even use a large
tent., He belleves in uging variety or means to getb

the people to come to his tabernuele, TUsually thore

is a bit of showmanship and he goes heavy on crowd psy=-
chologye. A good evengelist carrles newspaper excerpts.
He employs radio plugs, uses handbills, dodgers and
maybe a ballyhoo car. He gets the people ocut to give
them a mossage. If that message is not what it should
be all the way through, it is hils theology that is
faulty, not his methodology of getting at the people.24

It may mean the development of more missions along the lines
of the Cloveland Gospel Center, with its simple appointments,
evening cvangelistic sorvices, no high-pressure coaxing and
individual interviews.2o
In order to relieve the huge burden which lies on the
shoulders of the pastor of the downtown church, Zynod must
certainly continue to supply thease pastors with assistance
when thoy arc also asked to serve in synodlcal capacitles.

And it mipght go beyond this polnt. There are many who be=-

liove that synodical social services ought to be Increased

23umne Other City Once lore", American Lutheran, XXIII
(July, 1940).

24;, ¢. Meier, "Your 0l1d !fen Shall Dream Dreams, Your

Ybun§ llen Shall Sce Visicns", imerlican Lutheran, XXVI (NMay,
1943).

26q, &, "mhe (Gospel Center"™, iAmorican Lutheran
XXTT (Hay.  1b38fzers "The Gospe s fhMoricfn ZUTROrES
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in close cooperation with the congregations which are opora-
ting in the blighted and downtown slum areas,Z6

Up to now Synod's policy regarding the downtown church
has been one of "indifference and gross neglact.“27 A fTow
districts have teken action. "The Western District subsidi-
zon at loast one such church by helping the school."28 ana
"¢he lilchigan District has recently purchased the entire

plant of seventy-year old S5it. Peter's Church in Detroit.“29

It should be clear by now that this is a problom to be
met by a reglonal federation of churches, the district
or by symod itsclf, By the time the live or die stage
in the downtown church is resched, the financial re-
sources of those who s8till attend it mey be below the
requlrement for making a new effort with a different
population and environmont.

liould it not be possible for one or more of the dis-
tricts or synod to take hold of one of these downtown
parishes and by example shqw how there too the Word of
God will not return void?¥

The city is becoming more and more important to the church
with each paasing year, and within the city itself the downe
town area becomes more strategic. "He does most to Christ-

ienize imerica who does moat to Christianize her cities, he

does moat to Christisnize hor ciltics who does most to Clirigt-

1enlze the dovmtown dlstricts."ol

2Oiertwip, Ope Cltes Da Be
27;2;3., Pa Ge

28Ibid., Pe 7e

291114,

SORichman, loc. git.

3lplanton, op. clt., p. 46l.
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