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CUAPTJ..R I 

IHTRODUC'l'IO I 

Thia tllesis is t he outgrowth o'l: a vic11meo year 1n Con­

cord1u r .. uthera1'l Church :1.n C1nc1nnat1., Ohio. This connresa­

t i on 1o situated in a run-down area 1n the heart of the oit7 

and has many problems which a re unique to a congregation 1n 

t his o:1 tuation., ns well as !'118nY norriia].. px•oblems i'lh1ch are 

holchtened b-3 t 11o clO\ ntown situation. 

The intent or this th0s1s i a to outline t he rn:in:, p1•ob• 

l ems which x1st., on t he bas s of' 1,e rsonal experience and of 

t he limited written materinl extant from 193S to the present 

date. Possible solutions have been· 1noludod 1nnsmucb as 

t hey have been o:ffored 1n tho course of research• nnd inas­

much ns definite solutions can be offered for the problems. 

Research l'lO.o been limited to the mntorlals ava11ablo 

in the r,ubl1cat1ons and per1odloa1s at Concor,11a Semlna17, 

t . r.,ouis, mu! publications obtained throu(")l the courtesy of' 

Eden Theological Seminary. st. Louis. 

Tho writer is indebted to t he members of' the Practical 

Oepnrtment of Concordia Seminary £or the kindly assistance 

which th&y offered, and to 111s wif'e and parents f'or the 1r 

constant encouracer.iont. 



CiMP'l' t;:R II 

THE I .1POR'.l'/LHCE OF 'f'll • or;· .'M'l!O J i CllURCH 

In ~t. T.,ou1s. o.s in 1.1a.11;/' A.moricnn citios. huge churcboa 
sit nukwardl:, in do\mto\;,·11 areas• bocuod in by big ot1'1oe 
build1?16S or alums. attempt1n •· to mu.int111n a proBI'Em tor 
tho r eraa111in supporters on the outskirts of' t.or.n. 
Around such chur~hes are concentra t ed our ~orst urban 
ills--poor hous1118• lack or recJtOat1onul rac111t1es., 
hip·,h b1rtll- and death-rates., delinquency, unemployment., 
low wageo.l 

The churc.hos situated 1n such areas 11re churches that once 

ministered to t he a rintocracy of the city. 1n neighborhoods 

1 at uero at one time outstanding .f'ol' tho1:r cleanliness and 

Tino homos. In Cincinnati., ~or o.xomplo., many meabers recall 

wit 1 :>:ride how their mothors and gronclmothers we:re accustomed 

to scrub the s5.clev,alks 1n front of tho ir h0Ti1os around tlw . 
cburcb in tho downtown area at least onoo a week. l1ow. as 

in many do~mtotm arot\s• those once proud residences show un-

1nist~~ble signs of nae oncl decay. 

'2he y aro cl1J1GY, havina J..ong since lost all of the orig­
in&l paint. Porcheo and ot&1r11ays ·are sagging., and 
brolten \1iud0\1s \'ti th rag s stur.ted in the opon1ngs may 
oocas1onull;r be seen. Zigzag cracks s~; 1n somo of the 
brick wall.a. Fences ste.nd GW'J!7• .An abandoned and tot­
tering building, \1th broken u1ndows and much or the 
woodwork pulle d of'f f'or use 1n local oookstoves, adds 
to tha general shabby appearance of tho neighborhood. 
The much-used streets are covered with dust and litte:r., 
\7h1ch is blown up 1n the race of the passerby with each 
gust of wind. Garbage accumulatoa in th0 alle:,s., and• 
s1noe much of it 1a not kept 1n cans., it 1s scattered 
still .f!arther b y :rats ond stray dogs. In the hot weather 

l Kennath Underwood., ChrS.st1an1ty \'Jhere You Live (New 
Yo:rks Friendship Preas., c.1945), P• 107. - -
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inudoquato aarbago colle ction results in e hoa~J me11 
o!' doco.yed .food htlna1na; over t he alleys and mnr yards. 

UQny o~ tho ntructul.":)s have beon cubd1v1dod• and 
base1ncnts and o.tt1oa ara utilized f'or living space. 
Corm..11only o. f'mu11y or threo or four lives 1n n tVlo-l'Oom 
"'l1ousekoep1ng ap.nrtmont1' • the lnrgoi, room serv1ng as 
ltitohan. dining and l 1v1nc 1•oom, ancl o.t n1,:ollt as bed­
room. Cooli:1ng !'aa111t:teo may bo a 30.s plate in one 
corner or the roam, or pr; rhaps an old rn e used not 
only- r o2• cooking;, but also 1n .. i ntor a.s t ho solte souroe 
or 1'-1:,at. •. any .duell 1115 units ho.,,e no running water, 
ancl toilet 1'nc111ties are shnrod wi t.h two to six other 
i'mnilios .2 

Tho cl(}unto\".'!l co 1rm111:lt:, ls by no T.1;JO.ns tl.10 moot ploa.sant and . 

:.tnv1t,.nn utmosphore 1n which one mi ght labor; nor is 1t an 

e usy place, in which to cal'l'Y on relig ious o.ct1v1t1es. 

This is a tact attested. to biJ scores of oxperionood 
pastors. Attempts to conduct do,mtown religious work 
in tho pattern o~ a t raditional ne1~bo:rhood c hurch have 
aaa!n and again rosultod in fa1lure.3 

But theoo area.a., with tboi:r thouoands upon t housands of oon­

ge stod souls. present a real challenge to us, a chal1enge 

r1h1ch de mo.nds the dovelopinont of new attitudes, ..:cthods, out­

looks az>.d te cbn1ques • 

our pest, predominnntly rural, has dovelop8d for ua at• 
t1tudoa, methodo JI outlooks and techniques , :hioh WON 
d.es1anod to moet the :requirements of that day of :rurlll. 
'>lork and l!ngu1st1c, na.t1ona1:i.at1c isolat1o.~. That day 
is past. Once aaain as in the days of Pau1 the city 
rises to claim the place of first importnnce.4 

Br~urrny :u. te1!'1'cr., The ..i'tective i}tl Clmrch (Hash­
vi llo: Abingdon Cokesb1.1~resa. c.164 • P• M. 

3Frede:r1ck A. Sh1ppo7. Church t Ori: In Tho Oit:y (Nash­
ville: Abingdon Oolcesbury Pi.as, c.i952T. P• 95. 

4o. A. Goiseman, "The Urban Church", 1.mer1oan Lutheran. 
XVIII (Januaey• 1935)a 
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We are ohatl81ng f:rom a rural to an urban church and 

if it be true that the Church of Jesus Christ 1s to 
reach tho masses wi th the oaving Gospel.•• then ve 
must soon begin to realize that ,.,1th more than half' the 
population of our cmintry already concentrated in larger 
or smalle r urban commun1 ties 1 t v1ll ancl unavoida.bl7 
rnu.st be5our task to devolop beyond all else the urban 
church. 

According to t he census o~ 1930 the population of the ~etro­

pol1tan districts of the United States ls nearly 45 per cent 

of t ho total population of tha United Sta.tes.6 Within most 

or those metropolitan districts tho greatest pe1"Conto.ge of 

the population 1nhnb1 t s the imraod1ate dmmtonn ar-ea of the 

city . Contx,al ?lfethodist Episcopal ChuJtch of Detroit 1a an 

excellent exmnple of a church located very conveniently 1n 

t ho midst or such a densoly populated· area. This chu190h is 

located approximately one mile from the edge of the city 

\7hich is bounded by tho Detroit River. "Within one mile of 

t he church lives n .Population of a.pprox1mately 951 000 

people.7 Thus t ho opportun1t1es for an:, church s1m1111Z'lJ' 

located become most apparent. According to sociologists it 

is even more thnn an opportunity; it 1s an obligation. 

"• •• The consensus or opinion on the part of ~ocioloRiats 

io tho.t the church 1nust spend more time attempting to dovelop 

5Ibid11 

Gsamuel c. Kincheloe, .a'!!! Amr.loan Cit;:c Ae!i ,ll!. Church 
(New York: Friendship Presa, c.1938), PP• 10 r. 

7u. Paul Douglass, .7.!!!, Church!!! l'!!!. Chllnging citz 
Ole , York: George I!. Doran Co.• c.1927) • P• 156. 
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rosponsib:l.lit:, to\1ard 1ts pnr:tsh-•o. term which has goograph• 

1cal connotations.n8 

Thero ls no renson to believe tho.t ?roteotant1s~ u1ll 
in the ~orasoeable ruturo be stripped of tho dO\'Jlltoun 
church opportunity. Thousands or poople continue to 
reside at the heart of the city. and wher9 tho popula­
tion is• thore should tll.e church be also, . 

In the downto\"ln d1stza1cts • • • the church has its 
greatest opportunity ot inf'luon.cing the \"1llolo lire of 
tho city. A do,mtovm church "benrJ.ng uitneos to the 
supremacy or N>l1gion in hUL"lBn affairs wins t.~e tra.n­
siont c1 ty diiellor to God and o.ttuches church members 
who aro comine to tho city. ~hose church relation and 
rol1giouo nt~111at1on may not bo vital enouy)l to lead 
them ut once into a city ohuf8h• and who may 1"1nd tho 
city strange and diff":lcult. 11 

Reaardloss o!· their lott 1ncomo, their habits of 11v1n~. the 

color or their ~kin• their 1111terucy or their baok 2round• 

they arc souls to be won for Obrist. 

A aou1 is e soul, immortal and blood-bought, whether lt 
hll.bitatec in tho 11botter sections" or in tho smoke and 
grilae of the slums. There are no "better class of 
people" in the Holy Christian Church. Thoy are all in­
cludod in "the cbosen generation. tho royal priesthood, 
th.e holy people." T.be Gospel is f ol' all people. • .. ome 
of us sorely need the l'8.lil1nder ,·,hiih tho Sp1r1 t ot 
1.1a:11ons gives us 1n James 2:1-6. 

Tho Church ho.a a ministry to fuli'111 to many dirf'orent types 

of people. It can not noelect ono 1n p:refel't>nce to others. 

Svornon Roy Scl,roiber, "The Urban Church in a Trana1 t1on 
Conimunity''• (Unpubl1al1ed Bachalor•s thesis• oonoordia Send.nary. 
st. Louis, t!o., 1949). 

9Shtppe-:, • .22.• .!!ll• • P• 93. 

10\~yndbam B. Blanton. !!!!. ... !ak1Pfi ,2! !l owntovm Church 
(Richmond, Va.: John Knox Press. c.1945)• P• 461. 

llF. A. Hart,71.g, "Must Tllo Do\lJ'itown Clmroh Die'"• !l'odaJ• 
I (February, 1946)!' 
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1rhore is tlte ca.to 1cad1ng to the ltin3 • s pal a ce. aug­
a e st-nu t h0 rol nt.1.onsh i J> o t he church to t he dominant 
pol:tt1cnl unc.l ecm10:01e •>omn" o:r the \lOrl d . n t h o otlur 
l·1tu1d• · t i oro !s 1; . o G to to "t e otbor c ity" ,;1 ere t he 
IlC\t.3 of hu."'ilanity d..-ell5 ar.:lid squalor, our;8e :1 t:l.n1" t h e rc­
l at_o:nsll1p or the chu:r·ch to deop hur.ian neod, . To \ hlch 
door doao t ha churoh pay t.'1-\e x;ioat a ttent1on--that 
l e ud1l'lS to t ho sea ts of tho 1t11.ghty. or tho.t throu(:h vhich 
it 1nay heo.l" the still sud tr&t1s1c o.f' humanity? •• •· Look 
at "iil1e Lut!le1"an churcll in our country, 11- h R boon a 
pionoorin~ churci • But ·that aroa of our chUrcn is def'­
:lni tely ,sonc:, ~.1h o c h i l d:ren nncl the grandchil d ren of 
the pioneers toclny sre the more or less comf ortably sit­
uated mi ddlo class. if not tho social l y olito. Is our 
church today sat1afiod to m1n1ster· to t hose roups and 
n gl ecting the c.loor that l ands to "the ot her c i ty?" 

Certain C<>noiderations disturb us o.nd !!lake us un- · 
e asy. U1• >&h comrnunit1os chance • . the~ bec ome deprossod 
a.rans, and our con re ations move out.. Is there no serv­
ice \78 o,u1 :re nder to those v-1110 move 1n? On t h e :road 
are t.'l:louaunds of Olties nnd ,i.rk1es and othor dispossessed• 
· 10 r oe.l1~e t llnt a m1niatr:,r to llomoless g roupa _,oses al­
most insupsrnbl.e pl:"obloms. But havo we f'ncod our re­
aponoib1J.1ty and t\ro r10 a t l east t ryinf· t o discharge it'? 
Economic chan •es and sh ifts are goin on 1n our country 
nnd noono can predict ,1hat conditions our ch i l dren ,,111 
f'ind. But \'To will venture t he asaortion tho.t the ga 'te 
to 11 tl10 other city• will become inc:roasinr!l Y 1r.iportant 
and l end to e ver

1
~ti.xacer numbers., ,'\nd our churc h dare 

not over1oolc it. ' 

l 211 T110 Door to •The Other C1t~r•" • American Lutheran. 
XX!II .(Jttne. 1040). 

• 



CHAPTER III 

Fundmnental ton successful m.tn1stey in a downtown 

church in nny city 1s that the pastor liavo n propor atti­

tude to tho mul t i plicity of tasks which confront him. lie 

cannot be in to develop uccessi'ul methods and teclln1ques 

t o cope \Ii t h t he p roble1ns coni'ronting him unlesn he fully 

roal1~os the vaut opportunities and o bligations wllich a 

n i 11iat1'"Y of tl11s typo p resents., and is dcte1-.D,ined to oxi,or-

1 ont creati vely with va:t-icua types of' pro,::;ra.ma.. 'l'he po.otor 

in o downtown church who overlooks tho maaa 01' humanity on 

his doorstep and davotoo all or his tix3.8 and attention to 

thoso olt. me111be1•s who huve ,uoved out into the suburbs ha.s 

consiclerably diminished h1o adm.1niotrat1ve pro'ble.ms, alth012cgh 

h e n :.1.y have oven rooter problems v,ith his conscience. The 

pastor., ho\1evo?I', who can visualize the oppor'tun1t1es oon­

f'rontS.n h im, uho 1s se:r1ouol;r str1v111fi to 1ntec;rato a dual 

constituency., and who mokol! use of every opportun1ty to !'u:r­

thur develop a zealous missionary spirit in his membe rs and 

enlist tbo1:r aid und coopo1•0.t1on 1n the dovmtown aroa--that 

pastor has many problems to overcome. 

Tl1e pastor of' any oue oi' our lurgo city congrogations 

locatod in a densely populated do,mtown nroo knows t hnt a 

lar:e percentaao o~ the teomill6 community dr1"'~t111G by his 

door l1ao no oburcll connec t1on. l3Ut frequently lle ls llolplesa 

PRITZLAFF tA.:EMOJ1J.AL LtBR.lutY 
COliC.:OH.:>u\ Sl.Mll\-~ 
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or them clinging to their depreciated property. Among 
them a?"O muny v1idor1s. Then there are incoming rura1 
elements. The farmer in tho northwest has never pa14 
carfare. and ho nover proposes to. Vlhen• therefore, he 
moves to the city, he very frequently ost11bl1shes h1m• 
self wi thin w&lkin g distance o~ the buo1neso center and 
puts. up with poor living conditions that comJ> within 
his scal e or expendi tut-a. /\ll those classes ure promis­
ing ?tmterinl f"or the church except .rrom tho 1'inanc1a1 
standpoint. 

The presen·i; service or the church is designed first 
of nll to mold the,e diverse oloments into a f.ellowahip 
by oroat1ng a co1nmu111 ty consciousness. There is a 
weel:: l y co1nmunity evening,. inc1uding spir1tod community 
singing. moving pictures and a social hour. · Transients 
coming into th~ neighborhood are helped to find homes 
throu{")l a rooming-house bureau. There are classes 1n 
industrial and oraf't \'i'ork. '!'ho church systematically 
cooperates with the Juvenile ·Court. The Goodu1ll In­
dustries and day nursery are located immediately across 
the st1•eot and the church is closely associated with 
t heir vmrk. Its a.ot1vo daily vacation Biblo scho.ol in 
a recent period 011rol~ed 80 Italians 2nd 90 Jewish 
childi"flne Ath1otioo a.re carefully organ1zod and tho 
chu1•ch o.cti"v--o~y p11rt1c1pates in un interohuroh athletic 
loaguo. All this ia in addition to the work or a well• 
organized traditional family church. 

This is an excellent exarnple 0£ cooperation between 
a chu1•ch that·• i n ap!to or its ,vea'kenod condition, has 
residual abilitJ" and, leado:rsb1p of 1·ts own and aoc1a1ly 
minded f orces both within and outside o~ the city. 
Toget!lei- they are e.f!'ect1vely meeting a changing urban 
aituat1on by a cloar-cut policy and suitably adapted 
prograni.19 

If the tv,o oonst1tueno1o·s nre so distinct :!'rOl:.l one fll)­

othe:r it Ir45ht bo feasible to maintain them as separate 09n­

gregat1ons using the eamo .fae111t1es,. They might hold d11'• 

feNnt se:rvioos, be so:z'Ved by dif"feront staff"•• operate on 

dif'f'erent bu.dsots and hevo different organizations.- '!'his 

might be done in the hope that eventually the two const1tu• 

enoieo "will tend to fuse and develop a new and broader 

,19Ji. Paul DOU{".l,o.sa, .9.2• ~-1 p. 266-267. 
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basis 01' 1'ello11ebip. 11_20 

Perhaps the answer to some of the problems lies in our 

educational system. It may be tllat our r,1en o.re not prepared 

ndoquately to handle the situations that confront them. 

Our educational system haa not been training men spaoifi­
cally .for t·,ork nmona such people. S:1.nce the majority 
of our churches are 1n and, therefore, the majority of 
our people .frou1, u1iddle•clnas society; it 1o likely th.at 
the majority or both :f'acul ty and students in our schools 
are o.lso from the middle classes. This would mean that 
the pervading }>sycholoS'J in our eciucational institutions 
is that . of middle-olasa society. To effectively uork 
among o.ny class of people one must thorou5hly understand 
them. Could 1t perhaps be that our colleges and sem1-
nari o9 are not. producing men ~fo underatand the lower 
clnssos of our urbu.n society? 

Another wo.y in which we misht nohievo more success in 

i nter eeting tho pooplo or the community to become church-

6 01118 peoplo, and at the snme t i me put .forth a11 e.ff ort to­

\/t::ll"da into5rat1nc tho ,tual constituency, t1ould be to ho.ve 

more f'roquo11t social i'unotiona to which would be invited the 

children a11d parents of the neighborhood as well as the fam­

ilies 0£ the oongregat1on.22 

It may be too t11.at tho situation 1n the downto1m church 

cal ls f'or n complete rovision of' our usual mission methods 

o.s well as an adaptation of our usual 1'orms 01' v1orsh1p to 

con:rorm more with \Yhat these people have booome accustomed 

20sohre1ber~ .!m• ~-, P• 43. 

2lrJarous Lang, "~ Communities and Church Prosress of 
st. Louis Lutheran Churches", American Lutheran, XXIX (July. 1946). 

22c. 'l'. Sohulmecht, "The 01d School 1n o Now Day", Today, 
I (October, 1946). 
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to. The downtown church may have to be sut1af1ed if only 1t 

can preach, tench. and administer the aacraments to a.a many 

e.s it co.n, wl1other it be !'or o. shorter or longer period of 

t1ma.23 This revision of meth.ods might invol.ve some adapta­

tions common1~ used by the tabernacle evangelist. 

This man h ires a hall 01'" puts up o. bi g tnberruicle, 
uuu nlly ou t o~ plain boards. Ile mn:, ovon use o. larse 
tent. Bo beliavos in using variety of moans to get 
the people to c cmo to his tabernucle. Usually there 
io n bit ot' shot'I.Mr.:inehip and ha goes heavy on crowd psy­
chology. A good ovc.ngalist carries newspaper excerpts. 
He er11ploys radio plugs, uses bandb1lla• dodgers and 
maybe a ballyhoo car. He gets the people out to give 
thetn a moaoage. I.f that 1nessase is not ,,ho.t it should 
be all the way througb., it is his theology that is 
faulty, not his methodology of noetting at the people.24 

I t may mean the develop1no.nt of more r.11ss1ons along the linos 

o!' th0 Cleveland Gospol C:onter, witll its simple appointments, 

even:tn"" ovuns el1st1c so:rvices, no high-pressure coaxing and 

1ndivid\inl :tntervie rs.25 

In order to relieve the huge burden v1hich lies on the 

shoulders oi' the pastor or tbe domit011n cllurch. Synod must 

certainly cont1nuo to supply those pastors with assistance 

when thoy ar:~ also asked to serve in synodical c&pac1t1es. 

And it might go beyond this po1nt. Thore a1"8 many 'f1h o be­

lieve thut synodical social sorv1ces ougllt to be incroased 

2311 T11e Other City once ?,tore"• American Lutheran, LUII 
(July, 1940). 

24A. c. tteio:r, "Your Old :!en Shall l>roam 'Dreams, Your 
Young .Men Shall soe Visions", .American Luthe1"an• XXVI ,.(May, 
1943). 

l1uH. iC. Platzer. "Tho Gospel Center"• J\.morican Lutheran, 
XXII (Uay, l939J~ 
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1n close cooperation rzith the congresa,t1ons ,1hioh aro opera­

ting in the bl1r)1ted and do\mto\m slum arens.26 

Up to now Synod• s policy regarding tho do\ll1t0nn churoh 

has bec11 one o f 111nd1frei~ence and 5ross neglect.n2'1 A few 

districts have taken action. "The Western D1sti-1ct subsidi­

z e s at loo.st ono s uch c hm .. "Cll by helpinc tlle sch001.1128 And 

"the IJichi gan District h a n recently purchased the ent1:re 

pl ant or seventy-year old St. Peter•o Church in Detro1t.n29 

It s hot1lcl ba clear by now that this is a problem to be 
met by a r e gional federation of churches, the district 
or by nynod itself. By tho ti.'118 t he live or die stage 
i n t he downtoi,m church is ret.,ched, t ho f'i nanc1al re­
sources of t h oso v,ho still attend it raay bo l>e lo\'I the 
requi rement f or ma ld .. n 6 n new eff"ort v,1 tll a dii"f'orent 
populati on und environment. 

l'lould it not be possible ror one or more of ·the dis­
tricts or synod to take hold of one of theso do,mtown 
parishes und by example sbaw how thOlTO too the \'lord of 
God uill not retuzon void?~ 

Tho city is bocom1nc mo~a and mor e important to the church 

nith e a.c h passing year, nnd withi n tbe city i t self' t he domi­

t om1 uroa becoUJ.es .mor e strates ic. "Ire does most to Christ­

ianize America \;ho doe s most to Chr1st1an1ze her c i ties. he 

doe s most to Chr1st1un1ze l'lOr c1t1oa who does most to Cbr1st-

1anize t he dO\·mto\m d1str1cts. 1131 

26nertw1c . .22• 
27Ib1d.• P• 6. -
28Ib1d•• P• "le -
29Ib1d~ 

cit., P• a. -

30aichnmn. loo. cit. --
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