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TABLE I 

PARTICULAR RELIGIOUS PROBLEMS AT VARIOUS AGES47 

  

PROBLEM AGE 12 AGE 15 AGE 18 

Having a different religion 
from other people. . « e 3% 25 27 

Disliking church service . . . 33 47 60 
Being forced to go to church. . 30 31 27 
Disliking parents' religion. . 11 8 12 
Failing to go to church . . . 67 67 67 
Changing my idea of God . « »« 29 25 31 
Losing faith in religion. . .« 27 32 31 
Doubting prayer will bring good. 37 Al, 35 
Getting help on religious 

problems.: .°eoe ogi, Ugh53 5k 56 
Choosing a religion. .« .»« e e 21. 20 15 
Parents’ objection to church 

membership 2. .« e e e .« 23. 14 il 
Wanting to know the meanin, 

of religions Ws) fsieiilen sos 48 60 
Wanting communion with God . . 59 47 57 
Heaven and hell e e e ° e e 53 53 66 

Tie) Fe ag LN ees eiee eae ge etre gL. 62 72 
Gonflicts of science and 

religions .« « « « »« .« 4&2 50 57 
Being teased about my religious 

4 veel thers e ° e e ° le 26 22 18 
Wondering what becomes of people 

when they die . e e e e 67 56 80 

Number of cases Sie 0 deOk 9 sel wi BAe 243 130 

  

A7Landis, op. cit pe 172, quoted from Raymond G. 
Kuhlen and Marthe Arnold RAge Di ferences in Religious 
Beliefs and problems during Adolescence," Fedanoutcey Seminar 
and Journal of Genetic Psychology, LXV {December , °  
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The same conclusion must be drawn from Table II, 

quoted on the following page. It seems that the con- 

sciences of both boys and girls are bothering them in 

Many cases, although there is a marked difference between 

the types of problems which bother them. Boys are bothered 

“more often about swearing too much, bad habits, and being 

interested in "dirty" stories. Girls are bothered more 

often about mistakes they have made, making use of their 

talents, life after death, questions of honesty, group 

morals, and the inconsistency between what people consider 

right and what they actually do. It would seem from these 

two tables that Christian youth have a fertile field for 

their witnessing to Christ among their unchurched and 

almost unchurched friends at school and elsewhere. it is 

the pastor's job to point out chene opportunities to his 

menber youth and to show them how to apply Law and Gospel 

after a background of Christian Love. This must be done 

both on the individual level and on the group level, and 

both inside and outside the circle of the organization of 

the church. 

What is youth's attitude toward the Bible? If the 

church of the sola Scriptura wants to remain such, it must 

face youth's skeptical attitude toward the Bible as the 

  

final authority in matters of doctrine and practice. At 

age twelve, according to the table used by Landis, 79 per 

cent believe every word in the Bible is true, while 6 per  
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TABLE IT 

PERCENTAGE OF 5,500 HIGH-SCHOOL SENIORS WHO CHECKED 
CERTAIN PROBLEMS IN THE FIELD OF MORALS, IDEALS, AND RELIGION 

| PROBLEMS BOYS GIRLS 

Making something of myself. . « » 2702 33.0 
Worry about mistakes I've made . « 14.5 23-3 
How to do ny beste e e e e . e 11.3 « 18.3 

Concerned about life and death . « 9.07 18.9 
What's happening in the world. . .e lie 6.6 
I swear too much e e e ° e e e 20.8 8.3 

Puzzled about religion »« .« e e e 135 liek 
Worried about some habits « e« .« e 16.3 11.3 
Understanding things people do . .« 6.9 14.9 
Learning how to enjoy life. .« .« .» 11.5 1007 
Students cheating in school . . « ° 12. 
Having high. ideals .« .» e e ° e §&.0 11.6 
The morals of my crowS » « ec -e ec 6.0 11.0 
Losing faith in religion .« e e« e 5.6 Tow 
Kind of life kids lead . e e e e 662 10.3 
Not facing problems squarely » « « 78 8.2 
Worried about my reputation .« e e 7e5 73 
Prejudice and intolerance . .« .» e« 4&#& Gel 
About going to church .« .« .o «o o Ocf 6.8 
Embarrassed by friend's action . e ibe? 7.6 
Worried about my morals. 2 «© e« « Och hed 
ivays alibiing e e e e ° e e eZ 3 eh, 

Religion and school conflict « .« «» 26e7 hed 
Interested in "dirty” stories. .« « 5eth 2.0 
People are cruel and selfish « .« ce: 29 202 
Getting into trouble a lot. .»« +« « 34 0.9 
Don’t believe Bible anymore .« .« e« 25 1.0 
Not being very honest .« .e« e « e led 1Le4& 
My cheating in class .« .»e e« e e le} 14 
Unkindness toward my religion. -« e Oc} 0.8 

  

iS. 
*SVandis, Ope Cite, pe 137, quoted from L. J. Blias, 

Wich School Youth Look at Their Problems (State College of 
ngton: The College Book Store, vanuary 1949).     
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cent do not believe this, and 15 per cent "wonder about" 

it. At fifteen years, 51 per cent believe this, with 16 

per cent saying no, and 31 per cent “wondering.” And by 

age eightcen, only 34 per cent believe every word of the 

Bible is true, while 23 per cent deny this, and 43 per cent 

have their doubts.*? the principle to be drawn from this 

in regard to the church's approach to unchurched youth is 

that the soul-winner must never become involved in discus- 

sions about the truth of the Bible before the youth has 

been convinced of his sin and his Savior. When he 

realizes that all his knowledge about Jesus Christ is drawn 

from, and based on the Bible, he will have much less diffi- 

culty in seeing that every word of the Bible is true. Like- 

wise, the pastor must teach his member young people not to 

argue religion, especially not to argue about peripheral 

doctrines, such as the truth of the Bible, but always to 

witness to Christ. He must show them the power that is in 

the Word which they are projecting to their friends, and he 

must lead them to trust in the power of that Word to per-= 

suade their friends rather than to trust in their own 

powers to win arguments. 

No conelusive study was available to the author on 

youth's answers to questions such as, "Who is Jesus Christ?" 

  

‘Landis, op. cite, Pp. pape quoting from Kuhlen and 
Arnold, op. ¢ elite, PPe pe 201 f.    
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However, one poll taken among men and women in their upper 

twenties indicated that about one-third and less of that 

age group (most of whom were connected with the quasi- 

religious organization, YMCA) believed in the deity of 

Christ in the Biblical sense of the term. Most of the 

remaining youth questioned in the poll believed He was a 

"good man" or a "great moralist .79? That the latter 

attitude toward Christ exists among high school youth is 

a safe assumption, but there were no figures to back it 

up. A study of this attitude of youth would be very help- 

ful in setting up a definite program for winning unchurched 

youth. 

A final question useful for setting up such a program 

is: What impact has the church made upon youth? Ross 

answers the question by stating that, although youth 

usually accept God, prayer, and the church as a culturally 

desirable institution, yet youth finds a ghostly quality 

about these things which makes them seem like heirlooms 

that fit badly into a modern homes? The church's message 

is not a working principle of life for most youth. This 

shows itself in the lack of participation in church and 

religious life. Ross says that youth “are passive in 

  

50no88, Ope cite, 

Slipid., in the Forward by Allport, loc. cit. 
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their religious life and basically confused about the place 

of religion in their own versonalities and in society at 

large."?? Ang in the interviews reported in Ross, the fol- 

lowing indictment of the church was made: 

The interviewees seemed to have the idea generally 
that the church did not address itself to the specific 

gave’ then a "ipod feclinat toverd Life tn generates ' S 2 e 

It is quite obvious, therefore, that the church has 

not made any real impact on these older youth. The same 

would doubtless hold true for high school youth to too 

great a degree, and the church that would win these high 

school youth must find the reason why youth did not find 

its message revelant and must try to remedy the situation. 

The church must learn to relate its message to the needs of 

youth in such a way that youth will see the relationship 

and be convinced that only in Christ do they have the 

answer to their problems. ‘hen the church fails in this 

task, youth turns away and becomes cynical and intolerant 

of the church and its message.° 

Murray asserts that the perplexities that youth of 

this age encounter toward religion are chiefly due to these 

four factors: 

  

-2Tbide, Pe Ve 

93Tpid., pe b2s 

scole, Ope cite, Pe 367-6 
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1. The failure of religion to influence the lives 
of those who profess to have it. 

2. The indifference of the Church to the pressing 
needs of society. 

3. The pugnacious attitude of the Church toward 
members of its own household of faith. 

4. Failure 2 consider seriously the claims of 
youth.? 

These four points boil down to a lack of Christian faith 

and a lack of Christian lovee First, Christians must be 

sincere and convinced Christians. Then their love will 

look for ways to express itself (as point four), and, 

finally, this Love will express itself in witnessing and 

in backing up this witness with the Christian life. These 

things have been known to professing Christians since the 

beginning of Christianity, but they have not been applied 

as they should have been to youth in our day. 

The Summary: Guiding Principles 

1. The pastor must be able to counsel youth in the 
following areas: 

A. Getting along with the opposite sex. 
B. Getting along with the other members of 

his family. 
C. His emotional and social conflicts. 
De. Vocational guidance. 
Ee Religious questions and conflicts. 
F. Recreation and leisure time. 

  

55,1 fred I. Murray, Lerner a for Christian Teachers: 
(Grand Rapids: Zondervan shing House, 9 Pe ° 
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Witness to youth must stress: 

A. Sin and grace. 
B. The Christian eschatological hope. 
C. The true concepts of worship, private and 

public. 
D. The concept of edification in general. 
E. The true concept of prayer. : 
F. An-accent on the spiritual, rather than the * 

material. > 
G The reliability of Christian truth. 
H. A Christ-inspired, honest, friendliness 

aimed at winning youth's trust and 
confidence. 

I. A working knowledge of the Bible. 
J. Real witnessing, rather than arguing religion. 
EK. A trust in the power of the Holy Spirit in 

the word. 
L. Participation in church activities and 

church youth activities. 

The pastor or youth leader must train the 
Christian youth in these points. 

    
  

 


