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these above-mentioned principles of Scriptures, 
all members of our church unreservedly obey the 
Savior's comm.and 11 that ye love one another," and 
practice Christian charity, forbearance, anQ 
understanding with each other, knowing that the 
same Lord is Head over all, and that His Spirit 
dwells by Word and Sacrament in all the churches; 
and be it further 

Resolved, (c) 1. That all congregations of Synod. 
regard all persons regardless of race or ethnic 
origin living within the limits of their re­
spective parishes, and not associated with another 
Christian church, as individuals whom God would 
reach with the Gospel of His saving grace through 
the ministry of the local congregation; 

2. That congregations operating in changing comm.uni­
ties be eneouraged to continue operations in those 
areas rather than relinquish their properties 
through sale to other denominations, and that the 
various District Mission Boards be encouraged to 
subsidize these congregations when this becomes 
necessary, so that the souls in those comm.unities, 
regardless of race or ethnic grouping, may be won 
and served; 

3. That synodical institutions, agencies, and offices· 
continue to make no distinction, based upon race 
or color, in their entrance requirements or employ­
ment policies; and be it finally 

Resolved, (d) That since Christiana are constrained to 
do Justice and love mercy, we acknowledge our 
responsibility as a church to provide guidance for 
our members to work in the capacity of Christian 
citizens for the elimination of discrimination, 
wherever.it may exist, in community, city, state, 
nation and world.35 

35Proeeedin~s of the Forty-Third Regular Convention 
of The Lutheran hurch--Missouri.~, assembled at .Saint 
Paur;-Minnesota, as the Twenty-Ei~Delegate Synod, 
June 20-29, 1956 (St. Louis: Concordia Publishing House, 
1956), ?58-59. 



CHAP.rER III 

OFFICIAL PUBLICATIONS 

In this effort to determine the "Attitudes and 

Policies of The Lutheran Church Toward the Negro," we shall 

survey some of The Missouri Synod's official magazines and 

publications. The two magazines selected for a thorough 

study are the Concordia Theological Monthly, the official 

professional journal for the pastors of the Missouri Synod, 

and Today, '.'A Journal of Practical Missionary Procedure, n: i 

issued from 1946 to 1951. We have endeavored to note every 

reference to our general topic from these two periodicals. 

Additionally, we want to make a cursory review of the 

official organ of The Lutheran Church--Missouri Synod,~ 

Lutheran Witness. Finally;,, we propose to call attention 

in this chapter to a number of miscellaneous articles and. 

booklets from official sources. 

The Concordia Theological Monthly -
The Concordia Theological Monthly is the official 

theological journal for the. clergymen of The Lutheran 

Church--Missouri Synod. It continues the erstwhile Lehre 

~ Webre, Ma.gazin ~ .!!:·=luth. Homiletik, the Theological 

Quarterly, and the Theological Monthly. Its first issua 

was released in January, 1930. Because of its eminent 
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position to influence the thinking and practices of the 

present generation of the pastors of the Missouri Synod, 

we have searched the entire series (up to and including 

the year of 1956) and propose to report in detail on all 

references to Negroes, to the subjects of race and racial 

problems and also to call attention to some articles re­

ferring to the so-called "social gespel'_' and to social 

problems in general. 

In a general way, the subjects of the Negro and race 

relations are touched on only occasionally during the first 

decade. In 1940 a special series on the topic, "The Church 

and Social Problems," was published. Significant and posi­

tive articles on the subject of human relations have been 

offered especially from 1952 to 1956. 

The early policy of ·avoiding the issue of race rela­

tions is stated quite clearly in an article entitled, 

"Anent Race Relations, 11 which reported on the National 

Baptist Convention, a Negro body, and a number of requests. 

for the Negro, "It is not the function of this journal to 

prepose remedial measures for an ominous situation." Then, 

continuing its laissez-faire attitude on this important 

social problem, the article comments, "May God grant our 

statesmen and legislatures and voters wisdom to discover 

and to follow the proper course.1 

lconcordia Theological Monthly, XIII (December, 1942), 
pp. 950-51 • . Hereafter this journal will be referred to as 
CTM. -
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At least by 1943 the editors are aware of the race 

issue and concomitant problems for in reporting on the 

American Bar Association's movem~nt toward a proper recog­

nition of the rights- of Negro citizens the following 

comment is made: 

May God grant ·all of us true wisdom and love in 
thin.king and speaking of the race question, which is 
now assuming gigantic proportions.2 

Sometimes the Concordia Theological Monthly seems 

deprecatory and flippant in regard to worthy endeavors to 

promote understanding between groups, as for example, in 

reporting that the United States is to have a Brotherhood 

Week, the article continues-: 

The tendency to have a week set aside for the dis­
cussion and promulgation of every worthy cause strikes 
one as thoroughly puerile.3 

Again, in quoting~ Lutheran concerning a Minnesota 

movement to adopt the following democratic pledge, 

I will never by rumor or careless generalization in­
dict a whole race or religious group by reason of 
the delinquency of a few members •••• I will daily 
deal with every man in business, social, and political 
realms solely on the basis of his individual worth,4 

the Concordia Theological Monthly comments: 

It strikes one as strange that a special pledge of 
this kind is submitted. Why not start a propaganda 

2~, XIV (December, 1943), 8?8. 

3cTM, XVII (April, 1946), 311. 

~Quoted from~' XV (November, 1944)., 78?. 
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asking people to pledge obedience to the Ten Command­
ments?.5 

The uncertainty of the Church's role to speak out on 

the issue of equality is revealed in the report on The 

Methodist Quadrennial General Conference in Boston in 

May, 1948: 

On the race issue important resolutions were passed • 
• • • "Complete equality of accommodations for all 
races ••• in national and international ·meetings 
of the Churchn was recommended and adopted, likewise 
the principle of equality "in church schools and 
institutions, in political :franchise and economic and 
educational oppo~tunities. 1_16_ 

Here the Concordia Theological Monthly comments: 

The question arises whether the Assembly here confined 
itself to what the Scriptures teach or went into 
fields which lie beyond the jurisdiction of church 
meetings. The line admittedly is difficult to draw, 
but it should not be overlooked that the church as 
such has no authority to go farther than the Word of 
God does.7 

At least one of the editors who claimed to havaan 

interest in the race question regards it not because of 

the great injustices done to Negroes or because of the 

vast mission possibilities for our existing churches, but 

because of the numerous colored congregations in the Synodical 

Conference. The article is entitled "Progress in Race 

Relations" and reads: 

5~, xv (November, 1944), 787. 

6Q~oted from~' XIX (S~ptember, 1948), 691. 

?cTM XIX (Septembe~, i948), 691. _, 
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~hile we ha!e no political ax to grind, we are deeply 
interested in the various angles of the race question 
that have to do with the moral and religious field. 
On account of the numerous colored congregations 
which are connected with our Synodical Conference 
an editorial in America (July 31) which has the h;ad­
ing "Negro Voters in the South" is of interest to 
readers gr this journal. We reprint it here without 
.comment. 

About 1948 Concordia Publishing House published a 

fifteen-page tract written by Dr. John H. c. Fritz titled 

The Lutheran Church ~ ~ Negro. This pamphlet is con­

sidered in another chapter, but here we want to refer to 

its review by o. E. Sohn. Professor Sohn approves of th~ 

tract and follows the author's words closely in his review: 

This timely tract is published at the request and.with 
the approval of the Missionary Board of the Synodical 
Conference. After demonstrating that the Lutheran 
Church has been aware of its obligation to preach tha 
Gospel to all nations regardless of race or color, tha 
author develops the thesis that our attitude toward 
the Negro should not differ from that which we take 
toward other races. Yet, even though we are all one 
in Christ Jesus, it does not follow that a Christian 
congregation will under any and all circumstances 
include in its membership Christians of any color, 
race, or nationality. God has granted us a certain 
amount of freedom, just as with respect to marriaga 
or intimate friendships. Membership in a particular 
congregation will be determined by personal choice, 
the law of love, wisdom and other factora:. Love must 
be exercised by all concerned.9 

The attitudes and policies of The Lutheran Church-­

Missouri Synod toward the Negro as well as its . views on 

8cTM XIX (October, 1948), 777. _, 
9cTM XIX (December, 1948), 959. _, 



33 

raee relations have been inf'luenced and controlled most 

likely by our leaders' thinking toward social questions in 

general. Early in the twentieth century the concept o! 

the "social gospel" developed and infected large segments 

of American Protestantism, but the Synodical Conference 

remained aloof and distant from the movement. In an 

article, "Rauschenbusch in Retrospect," R. L. Moellering 

wrote that he !ailed to uncover a single reference in the 

predecessor to the Concordia Theological Monthly magazine, 

Lehre und Wehre, to this great exponent of the nsocial 

gospel.lo Yet in the year 1935 the Concordia Theological 

Monthly has at least five articles on the "social gospel" 

and various social questions and problems. 11 

Dr. Paul E. Kretzmann's "The Church and Social Prob­

lems" written in 1937 is a rat.her unusual composition 

because it is the first article of its kind to treat this 

subject in a detailed fashion. The author shows, first of 

all, of course, that the main business of the Church is to 

preach the saving Gospel of Jesus Christ. Restating the 

lOCTM, XXVII (August, 1956), 613. 

ll"The Social Gospel in Baptist Churches," CTM, VI 
(May, 1935), 382; "The Attitude of the Lutheran church 

.'Toward Social Questions,'.' ~' VI (May, 1935), 384-86; 

."The Church and Social Questions," CTM, VI (June~ 1935), 
454-55; "Southern Baptists," CTM, .vT.1'July, l935J, 548-
49; "Southern Presbyterians .aiicrth~ .Social Gospel,"~' 
VI (December, 1935), 944. · 
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words of the Great Commission, "teaching them to observe 

~ things," he shows how the early church provided for 

the physical necessities of its communion. Following a 

review of passages om Christian love Dr. Kretzmann con­

tinues: 

In all these statements and in all these historical 
accounts there is net one word which would justify 
the "social gospel," the idea that we are to build 
the kingdom of God in an outward, visible manner, by 
making the amelioration of living conditions among 
the poor, the adjustment of difficulties between 
labor and capital, the reduction of delinquency among 
the youth, and other problems the aim of our church­
work. But such by-products of the preaching of the 
gospel as are specifieally named in Holy Scripture 
might and should engage the attention of churches 
everywhere, ••• 12 

Even though the subject of race relations is not men­

tioned Dr. Kretzmann already in 1937 demonstrated his 

acquaintance with and respect for the fields of sociology 

and social ethics. He strongly urged a_ full educational 

program of the entire social field in every congregation. 

As one reads through the entire Concordia Theological 

Monthly journal looking for positive statements on social 

questions and social problems the words of I Cor. 14:8, 

printed on the cover of every issue, cry out: "If the 

trumpet give an uncertain sound, whG> shall prepare himself 

to battle?" This is understandable, probably even whole-

12CTM VIII (September, 1937), 669-70. See also~' 
X (February, 1939), 142-44, 148-49. 
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some, when one remembers the number of editors and the 

large number of contributors. But it is difficult to under­

stand how one of the editors seems to espouse opposite 

sides of a cause on the very same issue. Lest we mis­

interpret and lest we be misunderstood we should like to 

make two lengthy quotations and have the reader compare 

them carefully. 

1.§. the Social Gospel Avoided?--A correspondent from 
Indianapolis writes the Christian Century as follows: 
"Ministers of many Indiana Lutheran churches joined 
in recommending that the denomination abandon its 
traditional non-committal attitude toward social 
problems. The recommendation of an active policy was 
in reply to a questionnaire from the Church's Board of 
Social Missions. The president of the Indiana Luther­
an Synod, Dr. Homer E. Turney, stated that 'through 
the years it has been the cus_tom of the United Luther­
an Church to preach Christian truth and leave the 
settling of social problems to individuals according 
to their interpretation of the truth.' Marriage and 
divorce, gambling, liquor control, indecent literature, 
and demoralizing movies are among the problems listed 
by the ministers as needing attention from the pulpit. 
Others are, war and pe~ce, conscientious objection to 
war, race, industrial relations, minority blocs, 
foreign refugees, unemployment an~ relief, and capital 
and labor." Are these people aware that tiey are 
treading on dangerous ground and that, whi e the Church 
has to preach e~er1thin~ ~he Scritture~ co~taini its 
function !§. entire y spiritual? our 1.tal1.cs). ~ 

The second article reads: 

These brief remarks are intended to introduce a series 
of articles dealing with the topic mentioned in the 
caption articles which, God willing, will appear in 
this jo~nal during 1940. While . we s~o~ld feel . ex­
tremely sorry if our Church and its ministers, instead 
of studying and preaching the Word of God, should 

13cTM XI (February, 1940), 140. _, 
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devote themselves to the debating of sociological 
questions, we cannot ignore the situation which con­
fronts us, realizing that on every side these matters 
are made the subject of religious discussion and that 
our Christians are vitally affected by them. Our 
church-members are looking to the clergy for guidance 
and counsel. CertainlJ}'it is the duty of pastors .to 
tell their parishioners what the Word of God says on 
the social questions that perplex them. It is not 
at all the intention of the editors to publish arti­
cles which will solve knotty problems of statesmanship 
and public civic policy. They hope, however, that 
through the projected examination and discussion our 
ministers will become more clear in their own minds 
on what principles the Scriptures contain with respect 
to social problems and on the proper and most effective 
way of bringing these principles, with their appli­
cation, to the .attention of our people.14 

We probably in our pulpit discourses and in our church 
papers have often been silent on great social issues 
because we realized that according to the Scriptures 
it was not proper for a Christian congre·gation to 
assume the functions of a civic or political club, and 
on that account we neglected to tell our Christians. 
what instructions the Word of God places before them 
as to their civic duties, and we did not help them 
to apply these instructions correctly.15 

The first article seems to disparage preaching on 

social issues and the second seems to advocate. such preach­

ing. If the esteemed Doctor Arndt was not certain in his 

own mind what course to follow, he certainly was not alone, 

and it is all the more commendable that he introduced the. 

series of excellent articles on "The Church and Social 

Problems" in the same year, 1940. One should read his 

14w. Arndt, "The Church and Social Problems," .2n!, 
XI (February, 1940), 115. 

l5Ibid., 118. 
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entire article to appreciate his keen analysis of the. 

problem, for in a general way, from this time forth wa 

find more positive;items and articles in the area of 

social activity and race relations in the Concordia Theo­

logical Monthly. 

The second article of the series appears in two., 

issues, April and May of the same year and covers thirty­

two pages. It was written byyDr. Theodore Laatsch and 

bears the title, "The Prophets and Political and Social 

Problems. 1116 

The third article, "The s·ocial Implications in the 

Gospels and in the Book of Acts," came from the pen of 

Dr. Paul E. Kretzmann and covers eight pages.17 

The fourth and last work, the crown of the series, is 

written by Dr. Arthur Carl Piepkorn. In his "St. Paul 

on Social Relationships" this writer thoroughly considers 

all the various social relationships considered by St. 

Paul and demonstrates how applicable these principles are 

in the modern world. The author has these specific and 

positive statements on race relations: 

In Christ nationality and race confer no privilege. 
• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 
In Christ--and, by that token, in His Kingdom, the 

16CTM XI (April and May, 1940), 24lff. and 337ff. _, 
l?cTM XI (June, 1940), 401-08. _, 
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Chu.rch--all believers enjolfa parity of privilege, 
and the distinctions of the world without constitute~ 
as we have seen, no claims to special prerogatives.l~ 

In the light of modern nationalist and racist theories 
St. Paul's position is interesting. Although in the 
Christian community all privileges and prerogatives 
based on race or nationality are denied, neither in 
St. Paul nor even in non-political Judaism is there 
any denial of race or nationality.19 

St. Paul's world knew nothing of our "hard" liquors 
nor of our appallingly impersonal and efficient means 
of mass murder nor of a color line.20 

In his conclusion Dr. Piepkorn lays down this positive 

and dominant principle concerning 11The Church and the 

Social Problems": 

The Church must have and must expres·s an opinion on 
social issues which affect her membership, not with 
the thought of imposing them upon society, but for the 
guidance of those that own her as their spiritual 
mother.21 

For the sake of completeness we just want to mention 

Carl Walter Berner's article, "The Social Ethi.cs of Martin 

Luther," in the March, 1943 issue of the Concordia Theologi-

cal Monthly. 22 

Considerably different than Dr. Piepkorn's aforemen-

tioned article is the Concordia Theological. Monthly's 

18cTM, XI (October, 1940), 731. -
l9Ibid., 734. 

20Ibid., 748. 
21Ibid., 751. 

22CTM XIV (March, 1943), 161-78. _, 
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"The Spiritual, Not the Social Gospel in The Church," (With 

Special Reference - to the Race Relations Problem) by Dr. 

John Theodore Mueller in the October, 1943 issue. The 

footnote to the title reads: "An essay read and discussed 

at the plenary meeting of the Missionary Board of the 

Synodical Conference, Chicago, Ill., April 28 to 29, 

1943. 1123 

While Dr. Mueller claims that he acknowledges the 

serious race relations problem in this country and the fact 

that "many of the thirteen million Negroes in our country 

are su.1'fering serious injustice and are laboring under 

decided disadvantages, 1124 he offers little in the line of 

specific recommendations for Lutheran Churches and for 

Lutheran Christians to ameliorate such conditions. If we 

accept the definition of the term "social gospel" offered 

by E.W. A. Koehler25 in the same issue of the Concordia 

Theological Monthly we agree with the writer that we are 

not to foster the "social gospel" (which in reality is no 

Gospel). 

Dr. Mueller writes: 

Indirectly Christ showed that it was His divinely 
appointed mission to preach the spiritual Gospel by 

23cTM XIV (October, 1943), 682. _, 
24Ibid • . 

25E. w. A. Koehler, "The Social Gospel. What Is It?" 
~' XIV (October, 1943), 707-08. 


