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CRAFTER 1

WHERTTITH CERIUAY LOOK AP A DOENTSERTH CENTUSY GIANT
Introfuption: Objectives of tho Stuldy

Drawing from $he gourse of 21l life ani };awsr; Jagus the Savios, the
Giristiom Chvorch has exieted for alwost twenty centuvies. Dwring the
course of these contuwries timsa of stora eni stwess heve como vpon the
Ciuwreh, Tor which cceasions the Hoavealy Shopherd has glven His Chureh
consograted men to guide and direst 1t. (a9 ouch lseder was Willlam
Alfeed “aszevont, an onbstanding figmee in the Iathersn Chuvch in Amewrics
of tho nivetecnth cowbuvy. The murpose of this etolly vas to mais an
oxtensive Inventigatioa of hie 1life ani his boloved T.utharan CGhurch Iz
cxdor to detormine in vhali woy and to vhat extent Passavant's minlubey
intlusnced the Imthersn Chwreh in Amsxica.

Linltations of ths Stundy

Since Paceevent was e man of wide intoresis and romariabls gifia,
1% was necessavy to limit the study to cerbain gpsoific phases of his
wori in oxdex o delincabe e few of his major combribudions, Suseific
ettention was given to thres important arsas, all of vhich portainsd to
Zis influenco in giving the Luthsran Cihwrvh in Amorica a more conseorve-
tivo cast: hip influsnce on the General Synod of the Zvemgelical
Iatheran Chuuroh In Anerica, the Gemeral Counoil of the Evangelical
Iztheran Church in North Amordoa, and the Lutheran Chmroh--Missowsd
Eynol. Consequently wholo sotions of Passavant's frultful ministry
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of weray wore onltted, Little attention was pald o his Institutions of
charity, althougn o ninor soctlon of this pamsr troats of his wost ouke
siending contrivavion, ths lastitution of doasonses worl in Amszica.

Singo wond of the pourse matswlel in Gorman dealt with the indluszco
o Passavanb, rather thon Pessavant's indlwence on the olworch, the siuwiy
314 not maln exhanstive uso of sush matarlal,

It vas pocessayy %o loan quite heavily on Gorbeniing's Iife anl
Iatters of W. A. Pagsavagh, D.0D. o 111 in ea portions of Passovantte
iife for which no other matorial was readily avallable, This oxtensive
wsd of Gerberding will bo cupsclally notisoable in the chanisy on
Toastiont's eayly life.

Gu2e the rosszroh was direeisd to Passavent's ninistzy a wide
varioty of souwross of infomwabtion beocums availabls, The miowofiln
wabondals of the Consomiie Hictorical Inotltuts, St. Louis, in partisulsy
played en fmporbaat pert in shaping the body of this thesis. All iscues
of The Missionary, o paper publishsi by Passavant, wore availabie on film,
es vore most of the Symodicel Mimubes weferysd 4o in the boly of this

TADETs
Mothed of Procedunrd

Thds ropsrs hap beon 1add cub wnder four general hsadings: T™e
early 1life of Passavand, his l=bors £irot In the Genoxral Synod of the
Evangelicel Luthoren Clnoeh in Awsricn, thon in the Genersl Comoil of
+%e Dvangeliesl Tithoran Cimwoh in Nowth Awerloa, and finally, his con-
taots with the Iatheran Church--Missouri Synod.

Ip was impoaaiblntop:aaaallthaamhsmderﬂmaafmmm
4 exach soquenoe withont soms overlapping. Beceuse 89m0 of tho lebore
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of Paspavant bhogan dwring ono stage of his ministry sod vore combinusd
end compleotod ab auothor Lime, no definito otatute of limitetions could
o ot vp to place his labors wder a pavéioular heading. As e zecult,
events wozw placed wiler the }ws.‘-.liug which goomsd most appropriznio.
Whorover it wes ovidens thnt a poleot was carried on o a grestor
oxtont durdng tho Sine thei Passavand sms e'leﬁely conmested with the
fensral Bynoed, that project was Listed wnder the chapter "Pasuavent ani
the Commral Byaod.” This gomsrsl mxincivle apnlies to all ssotioms of
this atnly.

The chaptor on o Missourd Synod was avbitrayily placed in lost
sunition beonuso the Migsscwrd Synod did aob piny a orimasy #0ls in
Passavani's lifo, Thic chaptor sowves o sownd the clozing noto of the
iife of a God-fonring and indinentlel Cheistian mam, William Alfwred

Poosavant.




CEAPTER II
BARLY LIVE OF PASSAVARE
Fwonch-Garman Aucsstyy and Barly Homw Lifo

Ths iire atory of Williewm Alfred Pussavent is not the popular rags
%o wiches edventwrw. Ooe ooulld hardly suy that his funtly s poor and
wionowi. Indeed; had he hothered o do Bo, ho cowld have traced the
Passavant 1ino ag o beck 05 the yeer 1200 whem 1% wvas alweody illustei- [
one in frauco. He might evoa haw trased mmother ancesiral lims im the
Dz is Hayye fanily wack o tho tembth conbury. Evon %o thisc day ono can
0 asme Sracos of Uhe Papsavant groeinecs Ia tho castlo Burg Passavent [
which overlosks the Litile towa Ie Cote Pessavant ahoub.twanty zilss
Teon the oity of Lowom in Bummmdy, france. The grost of thils fanily
wore emdnert dn church and otate; inm Lltorature end soiense, in bravery
end ?-.:a:swalmwe.l
It secms that from earliost times soms of the Passavants wers dram
%o tho teecking emmeting firom Wittonborg., Doforw and afber the Eiict
of lantes in 1595 wemy refugwos lofs Burgmdy, and emong them wo £ind
snibars of tho Pasgevent famtly.? In the yoer 1595 Micholss Passavant |
vont to Bansl with hiz vifo and omo child., ¥From Basel wo find the vari-

ous Pagsavanss travoling into ali ports of the world, as for afleld co

e, B. Govbording, Lifo s Iethers of ¥, A. Zassavent, B.D- T
{Groonvills, Pa: The Yowng Luthoren Co., 1905), pw. AT 2.

Prpid,
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Todie, A dessondont of Richolss, cee Hudolph Dmempel, ssttlsd in
Yrapiclurt, Cerummy. Four geaswations later wo find Milip, the father
o Willlem Alored Passavemt, isaving et oliy e sottls in fesedes,d
 Williem Alfwed Tossavant wes bora Octobsr 9, MR in the Dussevboin |
howe, sear Zeldenople, Pomaylvanie., o vng e $hird som bhorm in The -}
house. His father, Phillp, hod maried Zolis Besse of Freakfurt, Cor-
wERye - LU had besn hor fatlme's wich thel they mwe to Aneeice and live
in the "Bassorhedw” videl he hod huile.?

'::g:j;wm fvom We A. Paszavanils nother ©o cas of the hyethexrs in

12k mive ws e plimpss of Willlaw's sorly dloosaltion. Accoriing o v

nin moiher ho was toxy genils and aPestiomuts, a well bohaved bhay wasn
he ventsd o Yo good; bub sbtomyy vhen hio euick peeolons wore pot wndse
cogtyol. IL geous thed hls affectick was not ostricted o the Tauily
clmin, Ao & Doy ho hal many pets. ot only omld they be found out in i‘_
ihe baogyasd, bub one wonld fMod them In and around the house. Yeamms ?
Jaker, whon wrditine homy, he would ook his motheow ahout the welfame of
the little dwoks, chickens, snd kititens ai the old homo plms.ﬁ
Yhen the wimo oo o young Willdam do atiend school thoxe was as
sk o wihile achool in the towm of Zelisnopla, Decamse of this foot
his mothor Bogm 0 tesch hin ot home, just as she hod daught the othor
children, ILater he nlsn attendod tho pibife wmehool when it dcors wewe
oponad, During those enily dwya of sohool he wan alrsady showring hiuself

mhed.; ». 20
Mg,
2 ?pad., vpe 24 2.



6
to Lo a lesder of msn., o gam> weas complots unless he was thawe, emd
of'ten ko gemes would ba dolayed watil "Willie" Passavemt appearcd. His
mother not109d thls tralt in how boy, end onoo Temarked 40 & cwpany of -Z-
uinisters gatheved in hex homs, "When the boys play soldler, Willie
alvays wvants te be Uaptain.“s

Gollzge and Sominory Years

Childhood and youth yasseld quickly for "Willie™ Passavant, for he
vas bt fifteen vhen his ravenis considersd him ready for oollege. Az
thers vas no Lutheren osllego weet of the Allegheny Momteins he was
sont %o Joffersom Collegs, Canonshurg, Pemsylvenis, a Preshyterdon
Institution, at that time considered cne of the best colleges in the
ioni,(

% owes b college that sois of Pagwsevant®s strongsy poracnality
traits began to eppoar. While om the cme lend he was so thrifty that he
wrote his mothsy of resolutiona not 4o go to the confectionsry shops,
p'my. caris, read novels or spond hic monsy cn sleigh rides, on the other
hend his kindeess and 1fberelity ceused him to give his lash tiawe dol-
lars %o  poor vomsn whose house had hwmed down.” Hes was deeply religte

ous. Among his old papors was found an account of his religious expari-
opce at collegs. It yeads 1ile & confession of Auguntine, Luthsr, or

Jonn Bman.g

®mnia., p. 27
Tm., P. 28,
fmad., p. 39.
9&5-: P. 33.
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Paspavant's religions coal was nob wasted in twrivial Dorsonal mate
Yors., Hven ot this oarly college ege hs spont mach of his spare time
canvassing ant teaching in misalon Suadey schools. The zeal which ho
had for the ministzy emd the sorvice of the Lord was wsed to direct
othor mon into the ministry. Quoe be came aovoss two youwng mon, 8. K.
Brobat and M. Solnmeigert, ammmawm. Szeling that ']L
thoy seemad to bs brighter then their follows, ho pleaded with thenm %o
ontor ke minisiny. They did, and aftervaris they both hacems ussfal
ninicters of the Lutheren oluoh.l”

A% this %ime also his scheoluatos gew evidencen of his ebillty. In
& dsbato with the son of the Mahlsnboxrg who was rumming for the Covornor- =
ghlp of Pounaylvania, he was cwnbatanding end won the match. He hed takon
the 2ifirmative side of the poposition: “That there is more Joofit in
the mbudy of modern than of enstent Ltersture.ril

While ho was yot a otuldent ot Jofferson Colisge e publinhed cus of |
the Tiret Lutheran alumnecs ienmed in Amrica.’> By 1837, vien the was
ut sixteon, he plaomed end partly prepaxed the almanas, However; he
could find no printer for his vork bocouse thexe was already oo Cemuin
end oxo Eaglish Luthexan Almapsc in the f1eli. Forr fouwr succossive yoars
he prepercd mamusozrdinit of the almnas hefore bo finally susceeded in
baving 1t published in 13%2, Both a German ani an English edition wore
printed, and eightesn thousamd copies were cold, The following yoar

IOM-: Pe 37
umflu p. 38

12 | _
d. L. Navo, Ristory WMM in Amorica, edited by
W. D. A:I.'.l:be?k (mn mﬂﬁ; Burlington, Jowa: Tho Lutheran litereary i
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Paspavaut publishod amother almanac, and 1ike tho fiwet volums it was
£1116d vith usoful end interesting msberial.’d After this ho 432 not
Eﬁuu@ﬁ%%gﬁuwﬁgﬁmaﬁnggﬁﬁagﬁm
of othsms who might fecl hravo eastgh to tniertaks sush an cdventuro.

Influsnoos on Pazsavant and the Americen Luthesran Cimuoh

Oz Tovembor 3, 1240, Passavont 1ofs home to atisnd the sominaxy
at Gettrahurg. There hs was to otuldy miler 2 min who hed a yrofoumid o
effo0t on the vhols progrss of the Luthewan Chursh frem ehout 1820 wmtil
19 193 of his doath near tho end of the cmmtury., Thiyime/was
Dr, Rinon 8. Schawokew. UWhat were his qualifications as e tsachsr? In
the words of Gerbording:

Simon S. Sohmicker had nevor made an carnest study of Iutheren

theology Tut wes thoroughly inbusd with the tesching, apirit,

and life of the Moforwsd Chveches. Ho taught and modified

Lutheroniom. mﬁawﬁm%gagmuﬂuhﬁﬁﬁgﬁnﬁu

ing the two years of Mr. Paseavent's theologlosl course,

Until the yeer 1926 there woreo no Iutheren seminawles which were
worthy of the namo, Moo ware trained privately. As a rosult ocash mow
pastor bacams ths composite of hls owm and his teasher's uouuqnwﬂﬂ.u_w
When tho geminayy was eotablished at Getiysbwrg, Mr. David Jacobs was
agpointed teachesr in the olassical depaxtmsnt. All the other branchea

of stuly were taught by Professoxr Schmioker for four yoars., With this

Hum@gg\ OP. E.M Po ““.
Y., 5. %.

% smeodove E. Beclmum, They Gallod Him Fether, The Life Stary of
Wﬁ.ﬁﬁ Eredoriok Heyer (Phuilsdelphia: Ths Muhlenberg Pross,
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begiming Solvmoker during his 1ife was eble 4o exert great influeunss on
tho Iatheren wministry., By the $ims of his dcath it could be said that
his stulonts oswupled mowy tham balf the prominsnt English Ixthoren pule
pits, yrofessornhips, and yresidsnodos of the Gemoral Synod.td

. Schmaeker hed beon trained at the University of Pounsylvenie
end the FPresbhytordan Bominavy at Prinsseton. 3By the time ks was twenty-
one yoors old aul hal graduated from the Universiity of Ponnmylvania he
was called %o hoal the clasalsal doparbmwnt of iho Yori: Aseailomy. In .
Juze of 1820 ho was 1icensol by the Synol of Pemmsylvanie s e pastor.
Afger his opndinabion nearly all vho important papers adopted by that
Bynol. wore dwesn uwp by him, although for soveral yoaxra ke was the young-
est rom in tho boly. Dming the years that followsd Schmmoker proiuced
soms forky~twe pablications, Ome of his moat lmgorbant woris was the
meparation of the “Foremla for tho Government and Discipline of the
Churchos." Ib wae Pinished only a few days afisr his twenty-thid dirth-
day. In 28923 it wvas lafd bofoxe tho Oensiel Synod, was adopted, sad was
ussd Lo move them £iPhy yeews by the ohurohes.lV

Tt was through Schymclor's afforys that the Gensral Syaol was gaved
Teos disgolntion at the most critfcal mumemt. By his efforts ho twmed
tho t1de and caused enough dologates to appesr at the Synod mseting ab
Frederick, Maryland, in Octobex, 1823 to make it feasible to form a new
synoiloal group. At tho age of twemby-~two ho was alveady appointed to

164, Diohl, "Dr. 8. S. Solmacker," The Quarberly Review, IV (Janu-
ary, 1874), 4T.
um_ﬁ_., Pp. 13 ¥,
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toach 2 satachist mﬁ&..m theological nimdont, By the tiw ho was twenty=
£ivo Sclmmake:r had becn elected profossor of theology, sstually hesd, of |
Gottyabrag Bemtnmy, 15

Pasgavant was 4o etuly wmdor this Imporbant and infinontial Tz,
and he zboorbed many attitudce from his teaghow. Nor 214 Passavant iy
ssoape Sho long arat of Sclomckon's influsnce whon ho laft tl2 Gottysiurg G
Seminney. Solumoler was en edvisor at the seoond Bynodical mosting of \h.nn...s...hs.
the Evengslical Lutherwn Syned of Maryland wiich Passavand ﬁg.um%ﬁvm 3

If Golzmolwr was %o influence his 13fe, thon "New Measures,” or +
Revivallsn van $o have en even groaker offect oz him, It has already
boen shated that Passavomt was a .woew.....w woliglous man, and as suoh i3
would have hosn quite Alffioult for him %0 euceps the influsnce of the
"gvalonings” that swept the cowntey from tiwe 4o time. It would have .Nr
bosn hord o find an Englich spoaking Imthevan body of that tims which
{id noy dixoclly ar indirectly advocate woe of the "low Msasures," as .*.
shoy woro 0alled.2? In the Gonsral Synod aloms mwwbers of tenty-bw
difiervent Syaods wore making wse of the Now Measwre wovemsat in oxder

N

eauﬂnﬂnﬁnﬁcﬁggﬁw.mp Ons nead only glanse ovex the

HmE: s 22,

P eroasedings Annue) Session
%Ehﬁ_ﬁwg«wﬂﬁ bimoeo: gﬁmﬁuwg. 3)5 2« 8.

20pan1 W, Speuds, The Lutheren Chuwoh Undex Amsricen Inflnenge: A +
EEEE&BE?EEEB
T 8 Lington, Ixms The
mﬁﬁﬁmﬁﬁbﬂﬁwwﬁwﬂmmkﬁ w 7

2 de # Pe WWH- ?
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ninwiss of the warious syaods bebueen the Joaxws of 1839 and '183!3, impor-
taut years in Passavanb's h'a.in.‘i..ng, to see how greatly the aynods were
onohod by rovivaliem, e Franckosn Synol,> ihe Bxrtwick Synod,3
@i the Syaod of tho Wourt™ aro amwms thoso \iich seoanl maise to the
"How Vieesueoa" dn thelr syzodicel procesdings. The Syaod of Marylssd,
which licoased Paasavant in 1942, memtions with fevor the »evivels
expurionsed in 1ts chmrches dusing thoe yeara 184072 e 18151,26 wiils in
1843 the Gemeral Synod iiseld yeporied synodwids revivals, oni stated —[—
hat, $hey wome even Deing hell ot tho soudnaries T Tty indesd yas
uwothing new to Pasuovant ag ho himasl? had experioaced much = revival
wihile o Getlhyshurg Sminm.aa ]

Thisz emotional 'ky;._:a of Ciwelotianity had ito xoots In plotiam and
v lungoly from sonthern Gsrmany., It was manifostad most strongly in
the leli-wing religious bolies, but eventually founi its way into the

“J%wmmmgmi on of the Fronckean Evangeidaal
Inthoran Synol (Yort Platn: David Saith, 13H0), De 7o

23!! :
mmﬁmmﬂﬂw % So Thiheny: J.mu,gﬁﬁ,&

2}
o of Aooual Session
Synod of the 3_@; ,r.o%%vzms Toma & n..m, 1%395; m!.&nz fo
%%5?-'33@ of. the Smod of Maxvland (Balti-~

bt ot H l’n‘bncatim Rooma , 2 De 25
M%&meﬂm Lathoran
_z_;xo.ﬂ_. of Maryland & tlmnet Publication Rooms, 5 1O s De 32,

WM 12th Conventlon of e Comsyal Synod of the
Eaea_am_m '(ﬁﬁ'mm Pablice~

tion Rcm.. 3)s Pe 20
Gmm’ OB, g'!-, Pe 53,
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Tathezan groups.™> Anoiher ook of the Awrloaa rovival osa also be
trased fo Englend whore John Wasley sought o quiclmn the apiritunl iite
vithin the Anglioan cimyehk., AL the Bmﬁmﬁam@mmﬁhew:
taught the doctrine that Chelstianity is = purely spiritual or "lmner *
12,30

What was it thet made the vevival eo rpopalay in the land of Amarica?
Fieat of all it might he noted that revivalistic chinevhes were mostly
wavei, - Fromtler 1ife was lonely and as the poople grew weary of the
coasoless igolation they twrneld to the populay camp meeting, tho first
of vhich ook plase as carly as 1794 in Nowth Carolina. Revivalism
Tlourished boosuse it apyealed to the individual, Tt trfed to shape
Cirictlenity to mset Amrica's needs.>© 0w of the yopalar Ltoms of the
revival was the "enxious bamoh" instituted by Fimney in the years 182k
to 1827,

Then as now xevivallma ovexwempphasized the emotional and under-
catimated the ratiomal clement in religioma expericnce. It hrought
paople into tho ckmrok on the basis of emotional oxparicnce, and whem

that cooled off there often wos little 19;%.3" Ag Charles P, Xrauth,

E%immumw Bevivalisn In mﬁ_%m +

gnd Decline (Rew York: Ghzrles Sorlbmer's Sons,

30par1 Mamolshagen, Auaricsn Lubhevenlss Eucreniszs To Forces OF
2 thesis submitted to the Craduate Faoulty of the Uplver- 71—
gty of Mimasota (Athous, Georgla: Tho University of Georgla Division
of muﬂﬂﬂm, 1936), P 22,

Slswet; 98« 8ik., P. 13,

325“3&’ m- u, Pe !:lia

Bnaq., 9. 135

Fmag., v. W5
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© e Iuthersn pasior apd friond of Paspavent put 1t, "It nistskes justiflca-

tioa by seasstlon for justification by falth,"3?

What view 214 Luthorens take of the “How Mossures"@ O the oue hamd
they coald spoak of the benofita of revivals as betag gifts of God md .
doplore the evils es faulits of msp on.the other. Thoy appealsd o ths
“okiliren of God of overy namw ead denominatlon” to prey for this "out-
pouring of the Holy Ghost.">° Yot they too realized thet vevivallsn was
highly emotional and often did not toush the hoaxb:

Vo belleve that & man can be coaverted, by his fooliugs, from

a Lutheran o & Calvinist, from a Calvindst to a Nethollst,

anid from o Matholdist to an Episcopalian, without being onse

ggmgﬁnﬁgﬁﬂﬁsﬁggﬁg

When we add (o this the fact that Luthsrans cften hed to go to non-
Iatheran schools for at loast pawt of their trxeining, it is not surmris-
gﬁﬁwnnﬂsﬁmgﬁoﬁgﬁﬁgﬁo%~gﬁwﬁmﬂndﬁl
Passavent himself carried the "New Msasuros" to an exbrome .33 During
tho s=ms scosion in vhich Passavant vas given permission to be odalned, i..
the Synod of Marylemd, which had advosated revivals for the precsding
two years, mﬁ&nﬁnmeﬁﬂdﬁmﬂog&gﬁgm.um

365, A. Lintuer, "“Foughts on Revivels,” e Luthewen Masaeine, IX
(August 28, 1827), 166.

3Mutner, op. oit., IT (Hovember 28, 1827), 220.

Wm.wa‘gh OP. E-u I, @.ﬂ.

3% rocesdines of tke 25th Angual Segsion of the Evansolical Lutheren
Synod of Meyyland (Baltimore: Publication Booms, 18%3), ». 8.
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What was Passavent's rosulting sttituds towerd revivalism? Whon he
took ohargs of his First pxrich in 1842 ho found that the oommon Luthetsn
sorvice wonld not dves pscpls luto the chmrok so he used rovivalistic
. mothods in en attemph to bring in nov mubers. Tt was at this time
that ke was most thoroughly ixdbued with the "Few Meamme" mpirit and ho =/}
was alveys teylng to bring sbout & zevival.'® An articls which sppwed S
in Tho Mlssi » & mlsaion paper founded @nd edited by Passavant, S
expressed his opinion of revivals as of ths year 1851, The article
otated:
To exgus againut yovivals, or to say and do any work in
opposition o tho idse of rovivals, has the appsazence i B P
of finting fauly vith God's spiritual sl srovifential ==
In 1856 ancthor article staiod that "Genuire revival affords the most
bsmztimlai@:tmawbhl“ha As lsto es 1858 The Missionary cazried
ariiolos by Harrlet B, Stows'S and the great revivalist Fianey'® advoost-
ing rovivels, Still wo should state that it 15 to the oxedit of Passa-
vent thet ho eventually turaed from these mothods and finally deplored

om0

koqmm’ 8p. 3’_-&., . 83-
Ylrpovivals,” The Missfonavy, IV (Septenber, 1851), 70.  ——

42 rontbeld Alexandor, "Gemuns Revivals,” The Mlssiopary, IX
(Oztobex 2, 1856), 1k2,

%3g, 3. stows, "Me Bevival,” The Mismlomery, TIX (Jwe 3, 1838), T3.

Wigsvmey, "Baptiem of the Holy Ghost,” The Nissionary, IX (Hovem-
wsj lgy’ 153'

"an, o0 81%.; De 339.




5

mmmmmsmm,mof.mmmwnu,
non-gontensional toachors in the Imtheran Church were to have a great
offect on Pagsavant anl the Inthoren Clmroh. 3Bub Sohmasksr and wovivals
wre caly two of the forees of inflnonce soting on the Lutheran Chwch
bhetwosn tho yoaxw 1830 and 1870. Attlmtﬁmﬂnramam@-
flict hotweea "Amsricam Inthoramisa” and "historic I.athazaniam.“%
Besoouse of the necessiity of obtulning pastors aluost wholly from foreign
pupply in the oarlier doys of the churoh, the rationalisiic theslozy
‘ vhich had oreph imto Halls; Cermany, found ita wey into this country.
In gonoral thero was a diarogaxl for confessional g!iffamneas and sinco
enpianic wvas pleced on the mattors o0 azroonant there was o tondency to
ensourage open Pollowship with other demominzbions;®T

Ose roagon for the laxiiy of doctrine may be foumd in the faot thet
the plomeer synods had nuot heon well mnited in faith end peactice, bub
sponk much of their #ime Pighting ono W.w AG tho zams vims tho
chaveh vas vory poor and slmost helpless bacauss many of her maxbors
refused to malw neo of tho Eaglish langmage in the olmxvk service. &
thirdl disburbing Pfactor was the marwriegs of the German-Awsrican youth %0
youth of English and Sootoh-Irish desceut, which caused & resulting losa
of clroh mexbezehip,

“gava P, quatbon, A Blstows of the Gristim Guh (Rov York:
Tacmas Nolson eni Somg, 1942), De .

lﬁ'!‘iﬂ‘.‘am’ L1 0} ﬂtng o kl.

ha@.mp op. eit.; D %85,

h%w, 8p. m.; P 2,
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In ordor to comntaract these dengors, the leaders of the churoh

tgleﬂthsirbeat in a pincere effort to porpotuate Luthereniswm by wnlt-
ing the varicus factions of the Luthsran clwawch inmto one gemeral body.
The Ministeriu: of Pemusylvania in 1818 initiated such & movemsnt in e
roposal that the “saveral synois of the Evangolical Iutherem Churoh of
the United States of Amwerica appoint deputies Lo form a Constitution for
& gomeral aynod."”” hts resultod in formstion dn 1921 of the Gemsval
Syued.

Baltioomo: A Young Mindstoy

Peszavant was to beccme asgoolated with the Gensrel Sysod through
manborrahip in the Synod of Mawyland, Bubt even bofore he was to bsooms
& oxdzined vastor of the Synod of Maryland, somsthing happened which
hed am Awportent part In chaping Passavent's later editorial ebility.
Oa Fobrusry 12, 1842, Passavent, who wap enly twonty yeavs old at the
tim, reseived a lotter from Dr. R. Kurtz, editor of tho Ohaervey, ask-
dng hin to comp abont the Lirvst of June to taks chargs of the Chaexver
during hio sheonse end to he pormansnt eassistant editor. For scme timo
Pagpavant considexed the offer besause hs could not deolde vhother o
not ko phoull take over such an Imporbtant post. At the timo ho vas
plegmed with a sore throat end thougat that ho might never bs ebls %o

become & pastor. With this thought in mind ho finally aseepted the —["'

offer shout April 1, maz.'-”" Vhem Passovemt arrived at Baltimove ho was

%Mo.l »o. 5 £,

sjuefm’ OPe ﬁt’ PPe 60 £,
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dirooted to the office of "The Book Oompany of the Evangslical Lutheran
Qmrch dn the United States.” According to his titls ho was assisteat
odltor of the Ohesxvoy, tub really, as far as work oS concerned, ho wes
the prinoipal oditor during the absenco of Dr. Kartz.”C Acoording to
Mawelshaugsn tho papor was:

an ultra~liberal Amgricen psricdical in favor of "liew Measuves®

and strongly anti-gyrbolical, in ticign of the exclusiveuosa

of the “0ld Luthorans” of Amsrice.”

Daring his stey with the Obaerver Passavant wrote many editorials.
Botwesn June and Ootobaw, 1842, Yo wrote editorials on Strest Preaching, .00
Tonporance ard Religiom, Palpit Eloguence, Revivals., He also composed & |
dreft of a moposed Historical Society. With the retirn of Kxrtz he was
oi'ferad the permsnent position of editor-in-chief. This vas a great
honor, and Passavant wrote his mother that he was pleasod at the honor
beotowed on hin, However, neithor his mother nopr his father thomght
vory highly of thin offer; and on the alvico of his mother Passavant
poaitively rofussd to listen to any forthsr propositions to becomy
editor-in=chief. PBut Kurtz finally bhrought sc rmich pressme 1o bear on

“~
=

hinm that he egvesd to romain for a time with the Obsezrver as assistant i

g

|
4 |
A% ths timo = Pormey classmate of Passavant's, Charles Porterfield l
r |
Krantlh, was ssrving & small oongregetion in Baltimore., Whon Krauth |

ms;tgmd tho charge in 1842 hs sugpested thet tho congregation esk his
fricnd Prssavant to serve them. Upon this sugrestion they aporoachad

*maa., ». .

53!@”%“, ODs g‘_ﬁ_.’ Pe 35,
ﬂﬁmm:lng, 0D 2&-, De 87.
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Paspayunt and asked idm $o preach in their 11tils oorsh, He stated
that he would consent oaly 4P thoy wonld allow him to organize them into
& Luthoren congrogation. Thoy agrecd 4o this; enl Passavent ook tempo-
wvary cherge of the Caubon churek, losatod In o subwrb of Baltimoro, as
Lhis fivat pashorste and organized "The Pivst Eaglish Evansolical
Lothersn Clursh of Canton.' This of cowrae was 40 bo & temporary oall,
but D, Morele, a Ufoloug fviend of Pascavant, pressod him to accept &
Davozmant call to Canton and Tathor Chapel, a amall ohurok et 0ldtown
on Mommont Street. On August 29, 1842, the chrrch at Canton and Iathor
C(hapal extonded e call to 4in, 2
Possevant vas ab the tims a wozbor of ths Syuod of Maryland, whioh |

ked beon ovganized om Ootober 11, 1520, Ytz first prosident and leading i
peraomality was tho Rove J. Dantol Kurtz, D.D.2° This synod had alveady |
1icensed Pansavent e Gotobsw 28, 18427 and whem 3% met for dte ewmal |
sogzlon in Baltimors tho following yeaw, Imthor Chapel roquested that _,L"-‘!
Passavaat he ondained and iustalled in thair cluwch as soon 23 possi~

m.ﬁa This roquent vas handed to the fifth comaitiee of the asession on
Mondxy afbernodz, Ootobor 1H. b sans ovoning the »equest was
considoved by the sommittss which pasmsd the xesolution that Passavant
"be ordained and installed in saild chapol at owsh $ime as may be

55%. 3 P 81.

56
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oconvendont to the ccagregation and pastor.” The following morning
Pagsavant preachod a seraon o tho comvention on Isaiah 57:15. He may
heove boen dun a hurry to teko up his charge at onoe; for wo find that on
Voidnssiay nomning hs aslked for and cbtainad lsave of absence from -
Synod.”” Pessavent accophed the call to Canton snd Luther Chapel for

Bix months at $150, and served thoss congrogatioms umtil the year 184h -
wvhen ho rooeived & cull from the Fivet Intheran Chvrch of Pittabwrgh.

Although Pagsevant hed beon licemmed in 1842 end had been given por-
nission to be crdained 4n 1843, 1% was not watil Qutober 21, 184 that ‘?_
b wes fiaally cxdained by the Synod of Maryland.SC

O Mawoh T, 184 Pagesvant vecelved a lother fvom W. H. Smith,
pastor of the Plawt Inthoran Cwmoh in Pittsburgh, telling Passavant \‘;3"“
of his resignation from thet chmorch, The szme letter informsd Passavani =
thai Buith hnd recomsnisd hin s the new pastor of the congregation on
the geowads that be might %e ablo to be in Pittahmegh within three to
seven days.5 Passavant delfberatod over the call ani deoided o write
a leotter of acceptance. Mo mailed tho letter tub upon retwming hows he
foard the men of his ohurch cowncil waiting forr him, They pleaded with
hie ¢o vemain in Baltimore, eni told him that thoy had memaged by des-
perats effort to secure subacwiption of $3,000 for the building of & mow
gimwoh, Deoply touched, Passavent deoided to ¥emsin at Camton. He

a9,

Ibide, PD. 17 £1,
M Synod oX M ﬁ m“m ﬁ%ﬂﬂmﬁgg
Y. 20

%ﬂﬂiﬂg, op. git., p. 108,
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urried bask to tho post office and took his lstior out again just

bofore the mail was beliug taken ama‘.ée

Pithsbarsh: A Fiold o Culiivate

Oz Apell 22; o seoond wisniwsas and mosh wrpont call couzs Prom the
clnrreh in Pi‘b‘bﬁ'b&";jh.ss Dospite the pleadiugs of his momberw he now
folt that it was tho Iowd's will that ho aseept he call.  In the sming
of the yoar he took ohavrge of the "E'_imt Evangelical Luthoran Chnurch in
Pithoburgh.,” Thie church, togethor with two othors in the Pittstuwgh
area had been orgsnized in 1837 by-thoe Tomous misdionsry to India,

&k During the tinz that ke gerved as pustor of the Pitis-

bury: chnrch, Possavant bocamp one of $he most popnlar Iutheran palplt

Father Hoyow.

orators, and many pooplo froa the city of Pittsbhurgh camd to heay him
,,nre:mh.ss .

There were other very ivmortent things oo Pa.sa'rant' mind vesides
chmroh work, May 1, 1945 %ad vcon sot &3 the date of his marviage o a
oericin Kiss Eliza Valther of Baltimors. Chavles Portexrfield Krauth, a
friendi of Pagenvent, had boarded at the homs of Eliza's parents in
Baltiaowe during his ministyy at Canton., As & vesult of his frequent
visits to see Krauth, Passavent met Elize vho later bscamw his wide,

Gamgc, Pe !-]2-

631014,

6"%‘. A, Pagsavemt, "Conseoration of the New Cermen Luihewan Chmrch,
Pittsbwrg, Pa.," The Missionary, I (December, 1848), 92.

%ﬂiﬂ&p ap. ﬂo, Po. 119 and 280,
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The d=to of the paxziages had 4o be postpoasd basemss of the Pittsburgh

fire of April 10, 1845 which dostwoysi the homes of many of Passavant's -7L-

mwimbors. A fow wooks latew, however, he was éble $o leave for Baltimowe
vhere he mawriod Eusa.aﬁ

Upoz his wotwrn to Pitishargh Passavent found that thewe was &
heavy load of worl foor kim %o caxwy. Aside from the rogular pervicss
of his cluarch he hed many oviya rwetings, coms of widch iasted for weeks
&t a tiws. Ho was showsred with oxtra work by Symod in ccrmsstion with
ita mnispionary mogvem and itz ohuches., 3osides all this an immense
cant of correspondnece poned into his otudy end many people appealed »
to bl for edvice in the most delicate and A1ffioult matterw, Within &

i

year of hio mariiage he bsowme so oxhausted that his Pemily and friends
realized that he mast have e rest. His mothor saw that tho only real
rouh would he a 4wip abxoad, and 8o she; togother wilh her lmsbazd,
ayransed to farnish the mms.er

Euwropsan dournoy 2l Doeconoss Work

Oa July 16, 1846, after seoing that his wife end baby wore sent o
Beltimors to ptey with hor rolntives, ho salled from Boston for Europe
on the steamor Bpitanmia. The first general conforence of the Evangeslical
Aliiance was 40 moet in Lomdon during that sumwer, When Passavant noticed
that he would bo in Enzops at that tims, ho mado plons o attend the

SSM-; PP. 130 £,

6",;m_ﬁ!._., Pp. 138 £,
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Allence, "Whan the Pittsburgh Synod mot in June of 1846, they resolved
%0 oend hin 63 thelr offieial dologato.>
g i‘.he prospact of attending the Alliansce plsased Passavent and ho

made Parther plws to be at the swmor metings. Bub Hi mesh imporbent
parl of .Zéssﬂaw;mﬂ#m trip to Europe wvas not atiendance ab the Alljemes,
Ttk a visit to an obsowo village on the Raine gallsd Ealserawertk.
There be vas met anil weloomed Yy Pastor Filender, tho fomdor of tho 7‘—
inotitntlon of Protestant deagonssses in that oity.>? I cooparation
with Pagtor Fliender ke hecane interested ia the work and plammed o
Lol deagoness work in Amorlcs. O

Pagzavan® did not valt unbil his xoturn to Amewics to muks plms to
estabiisgh deacoacss work. Feom Euwsone he alwveady weote the mashers of
his congmogation that he “aeeks the pleasurw of giviag the twethren an
ooortumity of learaing more of this wndseful Institution of proteatant
aauccnessas."ﬂ' He wao so ours that denconses work fn Amsrica would a0
forrard thet ho 1ef£% monsy with Pastor Flledmsr for him further popara«
tica, aad for the exponses of the trip to Auerice.= Ugm his retwm to
Amorica Pasmavamt 414 what work he cowld in popsration for the ocaing
of Fliednsr, aal in the spring of 1848 wented a houvse in Allsgheny =s

his Deaoonsse Bosplial. Ia June of that year Tho Missignary carried tms#

smomccwont about the "Deaconvse Inutitube and Tnfiveary:”

681!)'16..

69&1&-3 ¥. 1"5.
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The doors of this Iogtitution will bo opensd for the »eception
of Christian ladies of tried anil spproved chavactsy, who desixe
ﬂogdd&ogpgggmg. among the sick, the
ignozent, andi the wafortunato.
Not only d1d he seore & Piret by Instituting deaconsss work in Amrics, L
Yat ho almo opemed tho £iret Protestaat hospitel in this comtry.!”
The arrivel of Pastor Theodore Fliodner and fowr Deasconosses fromn
the Parent Institution in Eaiserswerth, oa the With of July, 1849 was
noted in The Mlesionary, togother with the informstion that the Infirmawy

had been moved from Allegheny to a mew loomtion in Laoyville. The semo

i

1souo tolls of the troubles tho institwbion has had. The hospital, which
wvas to open in Jvmo, 1848 was kept from opeuing for elght momthe by the .JP...
Fronch Revolution which prevantod the coming of the Dsaconssses. For a .
long tlms tho hospital stood unocoupised becausse no nursss cculd be founmd.,
Dwing this entiro time rent was being pald on the hospital while mo
incoms wme boling derived from it. Finally the first patients, threc
soldiers back from the war in Mexico, arrived. The throe were awrsed in :
the hospitel for pix weeks. ”

By tho following year howsver, Pasgavant could paint a brighier
ricture of the Deaconess work. In Mawch, 1850 ke wrote: "The friends
of this Institution, in this oity, will be rsjoiced to learn, that it
continves to enjoy the smilos of Providence. . . " KHe also wrote aboub
the progrecs mnd growth of the Institution, and that they soon hoped to

T3y, a. Passavant, “Deaconoss Institute and Infirmery,” The Missionawy
T (June, 1548), h. 2%

ﬁa&..ﬂ&ummnmul p. 183,
™. A. Passevant, "Wissions within the Churok," The Misslopexy, II

(Maxoh, 18%0), 17. 4’
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mmuhoap*ltalmartmmﬁmm.ﬁ In Jaly of the samo yoar he

noted that the logislature of the atato had granied an ast of imcorpore~
tion for the "Society of Christisn Females"!! ani mo ho ongamized %he
"Institution of Protestant Doaccnssses of the Comnby of Allegheny,
?enn':ylvanis.“"ﬂ

For aid ho osoaps he headaches which were %o follow the organiza-

tion of the Deaconess Dastitution. In Amyrica. Ho had trouble ksepiag
deaconesses Loy vory long, fov mny would moawy afior only a fow shoxt
years of sexvico. Theu ‘i:m it ceous that the omwer campalan was nok
witaown at the tlus. Fox & whills e story vhich wade the rounds ¢of the
ess was that thoso womdn wio wonk into Deasonsss work hed 4o mile vows
cof celibagy foxr thab pamose. The papsy wiich hadl originally printed
o story had coxractod 1%s ercor,; bub other papexs did not ssem %o
notice the correction and kaph up the nﬂ.sremtseatat:lo:z."g By Juns of
1853 the Institution scemsd o bo over the hardest and highest huxdliss
and wes oxpauding lato now Tields of endsavor:

Hithorto, the principal lshor of the sistors hag boem the

coxe and relief of the sick.

i gecond Fiold of labor has beon amung the female mrisonsrs

in tho Wosbern Ponitontiary, located in Allaghony City.

£ third £i0ld of Lubor hac been among the Orphons.

A fouwrth class, for wioso muefagm%h:!ng hag boon doue
ars 2god and friendlesa fomnled.

TS, A. Pagnavant, “Deaconsss Tastitution,” The Miasionany, IIX
(Maon, 1850), i7.

Ty, A. Pagsavant, "Tnstitution of Protestant Deaconsasos,” The
Migsionsey, IIT (March, 1850), 52.

Mm; 9. m-, De 191-

T9p1tts. Com. Jomnal. "Protestant Desconssses,” Ths Missiopary, III
(W? mﬁo).l 53.

80y, A. Pas “Tyy Doas Tastitatlon at Pittsburgh, Pa.,”
o Jiseicanry, VE Chma, 1553) Hhe ragRe
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Such vas the backzround of the man Willimm Alfwed Pasgavant and the
olnnwh into whose ministry ho entered on Osztobor 1T, 1842 at the age of

twenty-one. By the tiwe he was twenty-soven Passavent hos published two

iaouss of tho luthopan Almanas, hed been assistant editor emd editor-in-
chiaf of the Obsoxver, served thwoe different churches, made a trip to
Ewoops and had fomnded Deaconsss work in the United Statos,

&




CHAPYER I1T
PASSAVANT AND THE GEERAL SYHOD
There iuat be & Plttsbursh Syncd

Tho overvholulng awownt of work Paspavant did at Pittsburgh threatens
to ruin hie henlth. Despite this fact he refused to sit bask ond st
things take their own oowse. Already during his Pirsgt yoar at the Firmst
Luthersm Chwich in Pithoburgh ho had folt the need of a syucd in the
wostern part of Penmsylvanle having Pitteburga as its centor.l Western
Pemmaylvenie wes go far from tho old establiched congregations in the
oastern pert of the state thet the mlssion churches around Pijtsbtuwrgh
oould not oxpoot the leaders in the east fully to eppreolete their A1ffi-
culties end nocds. It took Passevent come time, dut he finally baought
a gonfexence togethor composed of & fow Luthoran nministers who lived ia
wesbern Penncylvania. They mot in Pitteburgh on August 27, 194h.2 At ,/
thet tims the foundation oul of waloh the Pitlhsburgh Synod gxow was 1laildl
This 1ittle group of pastors decided to investigate the i:aaui‘niu'b:las end
the nocesaity of esteblishing & new aynod; thon 1f a reel nsad were feli,
a new syncd would be formsd.

At fivot Possevant hal some trouble organizing the group, becense
some of the men he had counted on for help backsd out. However, he

¥3. H. cerberding, Life epd Istters of W, A. egseven %, D.D-
(Croenville, Pa; The Young Lutheran COo., 1908), 1:. Yo oo g

do; De 122,
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finally suooeadod in bringing together another group of men in his
Pittaburgh oimooh. There were eight pastors end six lay delogates pres-
ent at the mseting on Jaxmary 15, 1845 when "Tho Pittsburgh Synod of the +
Evengolical Lutheren Church® was founded.d

By bringiang these groups together end coavinoing the msn preosent
that it was nscescsary to form a nsy synod, Posgavant was again display-
ing his loadership ability. His efforis ocamd %o en end when ho hai
acuorplished the formation of the Pittsburgh Syned. Although he was dut
tweanty~fowr yonrs of age at the tims, it was Passa.vant wvio in the main drew
up the constitution of the Pitishwrghk Syacd. Ta 1847, two years after it
wag drawmn up, the constitubion was adopted by the Pittsburgh s;g':mﬂ..zl

The Plitsburgh Synod was composed largely of yowng msn, aend the
symod had a fervent missionayy zeal from the beglmaing. The nmissionary
opsrations wore guided by the never-lagging efforts of Passavan$y; who has
been called "The fathox of Imnex Misaion work In Amexrica." Under his
lesdershipy tho Pittshwrgh Synod becams known as the "Missionary Synod" ,—'—
end founded the Canada, Texas, Mimnesota, end Nova Scotia synods.’
Begause of Pasmavant's intorest in missicms end hils leadership in those
1lines, the synod's Homs Mission activity set the pattern for the vhols
1:111:12'01:1..6 Besides founding the above mentioned ocynods, the Pltisburgh
Synod also caxried ou sucgessful missionary work in such cities as

3_12?-_6-.-, P 126-

km- s Ds 127,

°F. Boute, g\_% Lutherenisn (St. Louis: Oonoordis Publsihing
Houze, 19];?:. +

©3. L. Bevo, Higtory of the Jutheren Church in  Juarion, otited by
W. D. Allbeck (31 edivion; Burlington, Jowa: '.I.'IIO Literary
Board, 193), P. TT-
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Knoxville, Chattancoga, Nashville, Wheeling, Fort Woyne, Canton, Clave-
land, Chicago, =nd other western oities .7

While we comot mtote definitely whet csused Pasevent's deep imter- . .\

est In mission wnik, the enswer may be found in the cheracter of thas fl
Maryleni end Virginia Synod in which he ves licemsed end ordained, Oa i
Ovtober 19, 1828 thet Sjnod mwot at Sheghordls-town, Virglnis, eni Ffounded i
what 1a knowa as the "Parent Domsstic Missionary snd Bducational _Sooiota- i
of the Evangelical Luthevan Synod of Merylsnd emd Virginta."s me o’o.!ooj_

\
of the wicslonary scoiety was atated in the constitution es follows: :

e s e

To help indigent students, supply the destitule brothren with
the mezne of grace; and to mtsg'bhe gonsral intexrosts of
the Cospol in the Tutheven Church.

g
o of the mon who wore appointsd managsrs of the soolety wore a

Mr, Walz and Me, David Martin of Balitimore, the clty 1n vhich Passavant

edited tho Obgerver snd took cherge of his firot parish. Whem the

goclety met for the second tizmnm and submltted its first annual »eport on

October 20; 1829 1t wes reported that thers were already seven aurillaries

of the soclety, two of which bolonged to the English Lutheren church in

Baltimore.’® While Passavent may not hevo hed direct comtact with these

men ond ths English Iatheran churoh in Baltimore, yeot because of his msm-

bership in the Synod of Marylend emd Virginia he doubtless kmew about the

TEawnd. Jagob Wolf, The Lutherens in Amorica (New York: J. A, Eill
& Compeny, 1889), ». 450.

8t::-. A, Lintuer, "Domestic lli.snionazi and Eduoational Sooclety of the
Evengelioal Lutheran Synod rhﬁhnﬂ. Vivginia,™ The
M’ Ir (lmer’ Jﬁf, 253, ? ﬂ-m
SLintner, op. olt., IT (December, 1828), 261.
lozﬂ.ﬂm, 22. 9’12., Ix (mm, 1&9)! 232.



29

%o the mission scclety of the Maryland and Virginia Synod. During the
cowrss of ons winter twenty~five congregatlons applied for missicnmisst>

Pasgevent kmew of the groat need for missiomerdes in the western
rert of the state. While tho Ghio, Woal Permsylvania and other Synods
claimad to be serving the scattored Luthorans there, astually the con-
gregations wore wnattonded. It was the object of the Pibtitsburgh Synod
to0 holp these soattared and destitwbe brethven..

In the Intorest of Missions: Theo Missionary

A fevw yoara after ﬁho-founﬂing of theo Pittsbhurgh Synod Peosgavant
began the yablication of o mouthly paper called The Higsionary., Accord-
Ing to Dr. Mamm, & leading Lutheran pastor of the timo, The Migsionsry
stood solidly on the Augsburg Confesmion by the year 1856. Ifamn called
The 2 pogular paper, and attributed ito populsrdty to the fact
that 1t did not resort to brewls even when bitterly attacked by the
Luthsran Oboerver, omo of the leading Lutherem papsrs in those yeers.'S

While Passavant printed many articles in The Missionery on behalf
of the sick, poor, widows, orphaus, and all others im need of help, the
¥eal purpose of The Missiopary was to promote interest in missioms. With
the help of Passavant's friend, Oharles Porterfield Krauth, it took on &
theological charecter. Some thoughi it heavy reading for a weekly bscause

u!m.-, p. 243,

Lgerberiing, gp. oit., p. 126.
135. W. Mamm, Iuthereniem In America (Philsdelphia: Lindsey &

Bmm, 1657)’ Pe 101.
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of this; but despite 1is dravbacks it had a powerful and permenont infin-
)
enoo vpon the sdusated min:lst:-.v'.]‘" Undo» Passavent's guidence The Mis-
Blonary wag one of the strongest forces of comservativism in the Gemeral

{

Synnd, beceuse 1t fought egainst the 1iberal tendensiens of that body.™ (.

",

™

In the year 1861 The Missionary was morged with The Iuthevan which |
w25 published in Philadelphia. The now papsy was edited by the younger !
Doctor Krauth who furthored the coussrvativism of the papsr by exposing
the challowaess of "Amerdcan Luthorenisn.”™> A1l fegues of The
wors illed with erticlos about the mizsions of all churches, and Pagsa-
vant published spseial articles in sonnsction with tho missionary work of

the Pitisdhurgh Synod.
The Cannda Synod: Horthera Adventure

As & rosult of ita missionsry zeal and activity, the Plitsburgh
Synoi wes directly romponsible for the formation of three wedl-known
Luathevan Synods. The Canada Sgmed was the firet of sush organizations
which can trace its formstion to the work of the Plitsbhurgh Synod. The
Pittaburgh Syaod's comtaot with Canade cemd as & yeult of action on the
part of the Canadiem brethren. In the spring of 1849 pome members of a
gongregation in the clty of Vaughen, Canada, mst and appolnted ome of its
werbeors, Me. Adam Zeffer, to visit J. lunsmackew, in Sagsrstowm,

:;!‘HWB, OGP« m- D 8o,

carl Mauslshagen, Ameriown Imtherenism Surrenders To Fores Of
Compervatism (Athens, Georgla: The University of Georgia Division of
Publications, 1936), p. 4T.

]'ssave, op. oit., ». 109,




31
Permsylvenia. The congregation requestod Humemaockey', & member of theo
Ohio Bynod to secuxe & pastor for them.
" Hmemacker oould do nothing for them at the tima, but he know that
the Pitteburgh Synod vas meeting at Klecknorville, Pemaylvania just —/—— L
then, aud g0 he ook Mr. Keffex to the conference.”! Hunsmacker end

several othor pastors had gerved the congregation in Vaughan, end another
located at Mexlvam, & city some miles distant, for several ysars, btut could

not romain with thom permanently. Waen Mr. Koffor appeared hofors the |
delogaten of ths convemtion, he made a plea that they would do somsthing |
S0 supply the nesllz of the destliule congregations in Cannda, Imusdiately !
the growp appointed the preasident of the Plitsburgh Synod, Rev. G. Bassler, l
%o vielt ke two olmrohes es moon as poosible end $0 stay with them and -/" |
nintster to them for o month or slx weoks.

Bagsloy visited the congregations and supolied them for the pro-
goribed Lima. lNothing further vas done to oupply a pastor to the Canadians
during the following yeay, end when synod met in 1850 Mr. Keffer again
appoarsd before the delegates to plead for help. At thisz convention the
deologates passod & resolation €0 sead ald to these congrogations as soon
as possibled By Ostober, 1850 C. F. Diehl, & stulent at Getiyshurs, wes
shosen to be misalonary and appointed to serve the congregations in Canada.

“a101mr 7, Bylends, Inthorens Io Ganada (Wimepeg: The Columbls )
Preas m’hﬁd, ].9“5), Pe 5_9-

| 187, A. Passavant, "Fourth Anmual Report of the Misalonary President
and Committoe of the Pittsburgh Synod of the Evangelical Iutheran clm'ch,'f
Tho Missl » IT (Septerber 1849), Tl. °

lg“uiauion in Canade West," Ibid., III (Jwme, 1850), k.
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On October 16 he was eaw-mimd and opproved for the ministry, licensed
and at the same porvice comuissioned as Hissionary %o cana.da.an

The exrival of Diehl in Conada marks tho beglaning of Pittaburgh
Syaod mission work north of the International boundery line. By March,
1851, the work was woll under way, and synod's mission committee wished
to £ind at least one nan o zerve as roinforcemsnt for Dichl. Diehl
himeelf wrote Pagsavant of plans to organize a Camada Synod of the Zvem- ,l._ “’/
@olloal Lutheren Church ab some future date.> A fev months later it was
amouwnced that 8., Wareter; a stwdent at Gettysburg, would be seat to
Canade, 38 e second man In the field a3 soon 25 he would receive his

a2 Wuaroter was oxdainsd in the Iumtheran Church in

licenuzs Trom syaod.
Vaughan, where a conferonce of Rhithoran Hinloters had asgembled. Thias
is the first lmown ordination of a Lutheran pastor to take place in
Cmaﬂa.23 |

Iu August; 1851, Wurster wrote Pegsavant that he hed transleted the
Constitution and Discipline which was rocomsasnded by the Pittsvurgh Synod,
and that thiz was to serve as the consiitution of the chwwch ho vas serv-
ing. Eo hastemed to note that though he had made some changes in the
Constitution, &nd cnlarged it in a few points, otill this bhas becn done

in such & wey that it does not in any way oonflict with the latier and

mof"**m Mission-Appolntment of e Missiopary,” Ibid., IIT (Hovember,
s 92,

2lmme Ganads Mission," Ibid., IV (Mavoh, 1851), 17.
22"M:I.m:l.omn'_v Intelligenos," Ibid., IV (May, 1851), 36.

23ngonference of Imtheren Minlsters in Cenada,” Ibid., IV (July,
1851), 53.
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npirltofﬂworigiml.ah Ao we ehall loter cee, both the Toxas and
Minnssota Synods also made use of the constibtubtion of the Piittaburgh
Synod 1a forming their owm congstitutions. It was a wise move on the
part of Fessavant and the Plttoburgh Synod o supply their uisslonscies
with a constltution afser vhioh thoy conld wodel ho coustitution of the
nowly formed chmrohes and syaods. This action tendod to draw the younger
geoups oloser to the mothsr body.

With the srrival of Diehl and Wwrstor in Canada there cems moze
pleas for missionaries as poople in outlying districts came $o these mon
askting for minioters., In 1851 Wurster wrote Passavent that mon came %o
hin from distent settlomsats asking for pastors of Christian okarscter.
e edded that he oould gwickly place three "pilous and well edusated men.”
Dichl too t0lls of the meed fur moro pastors, stating that vhile the
English langunge is gonsrally epoken, atill thers aze many in his dis-
triot who spealc German emi need pastors. His suggsstion i1s that synod

sond a man vho would officicte in both the German and the REaglish lan-
B’dﬂa'-'-25

Diehl tried %o arvange tho firet conforence of Lutheran pastors in
Canada in Hovember, 18552. He wrote to msn of the Hew York Ministerium in
Canada, to Rev. Wurster and other individuals, of his plan %o have a con-

ference in Maziham on Ootober 1, 1852, Beceuse of sickness and the fact
‘thet some of the men were absent from their parishes to attend their owm

ah"canndﬂ. West-Watsrloo Mission,” Ibld., IV (Auwgust, 1831), 56.

2Snpaxithem end Vaughen Mission, Home District, C.W.," Ibid., IV
(Wovember, 1851), 82.
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aynodical conventions, the only man who showed wp was Rev. J. Fishbuwrn,

.i's.m Ponngylvanla. ¥Eo arxlved in time Lo pressh at Diehl's ohuroﬁ, bhus

the conference proved a fa.i]:m.es Dsopilse the oroblem of greet dimtance,

short supply of pastors, and the fact that the pastorz could seldom mset,

goarcely five yoars after the first missionary vas eent to Canada thors

wore alrsady fowrteen churches undor the caro of the missionsxies of the ~—|-

Pittsbhurzh a.,rno:l.g?
ATter some timo It Docame apparent that it would be nocessery to

orgenize a separate confevence for Canoda within the Pittsburgh Synod.

Thie was dono e Trinity Chursh, Hew Harburg, Canads, oa Februery 2, 1859.

But 1t wvas soon dlsocovered that jugt forming & conference within a Syaoed

vaich hed hesdauerters In the Unlted States was not sabisfastory. It was

deansd necousary to orgenise = spepavaete symod in Canads. The Canada Con-

fervonco of the Pittsbwwsgh Synod held 1ta luast meeting in 0ld Ziom Churoh,

Caughan, on July 22, 1861, vhere resolutions wexe paseed to form a new

gynod. The new orgenization wag nemed "The Evangeiiozl Lutheran Canada 'ﬂ— i |

sgma." 28 ‘ ]
Peggavent's ald to the Censdian brethren did not come to en end |

with the formehion of the new synod. As late as 1867 he mede & laborious 1 |

Journey to visit that synod. They needed his help badly, because there

wers nany impostors, advoatwrers, and place-seekers who wexe Imposing on

the Cansds Synoll, and the synod itself 4id not know how to take care of

26"cunaﬂ.n Mipsions,” Ibid., V. (Hovemder, 1852), 80.

@Tup1gatons among the Germans in Cenaga Weat,” Thid., VEIT (iaxoh,
1855), 22,

2B 1ands, op. elt., D. %B. e
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the pm‘alem.ag The Canada Bynod becmue o msmber of the Generel Council Q/_
in 1856 and iz at the pressnt time e member of the United Luthoren Church.

The Toxas Syacd: Southera Exposure

A second asyacd which owes its eximtence primsyrily to the Pittsiurgh
Synod and to Papsavant's miepionavy zeel is the Texss Symod. In 1842,
¥nile ho was with the Thegewver, Passavent had directed the attention of
the clmroh to the Texas wission field. Eince mothing had been done to
rolieve the neede of the Lutherans im Tex=s hy 1819 he complained that
thers was no nissionary among the Gername who exe floving into that state. ~I—|/
He ougcested that o missionsyry be seat to Texas at once.® In 1850 the
Syand of South Carolin:z ment Rev. Usorge Gushrer, a licentiste of that
body, to Texae as ite nissionary.

In June end August of 1950 Passavant wrote editorials ehout the
wizzion prospects in Texas in an attempt to kesp the atientiim of tThe
Church focused on that field. In The luotiter srticle he points cut that

s Texes mipgion field is particularly imporbtant becanse 'I‘m:s.m on
the highvay to Hew Maxico, Uteh, and Californiz. People of the Iutheran
church were following the tide of imigretionm into thoss states, and he
folt thet they should have nmissionaries who wonld accompany them to
their new homes 3>

29(:92"031‘&138, _20 2&- 3 P 371. ’! -

30ugermems in Toxas-Their Eo].igious Condition," Tho Missiouaxy, IX
(dTaly, 1849), 55.

3lupgyas Mission Field,” Tbid., IIT (August, 1850), 58.



36

When Bov. Gusbnor made o retwry trip to Pemmsylvanie late in 1850
ho pressuted the neods of the German Iutherans in Texas before tho Middle
Confoxence of the Pittohurgh Syned. As a result of his uresentation it
vas resolved that the Misaion Committee stuly the promriety of procuring
several men for the Texas £1e1d.32 In May, 1851, Rev. Gusbuer wroto
Papsevant & letter bogging the Pittsburgh Synod to send Rev. Brawm, who
had beon tralned for the minlsiry at the Basler Missionhans in Switzer-
lond, 1o Texaes es soon as possible. Rov. Braun wvas comuissiored by the
Pitisburgh Syacd in Jms, 1851, to seorve as missionary among the Germans 7L’/ |
in Tozas,>

o work of Rev. Brawm was coentered around Houston, Texas, where
he founded a olmrch vhich was irvoorporated under the title of the "Firat
Gowrmun Evangelioal ILuthersz Church of Houston." The charter of that con~
grogatlon requived that the pagtor of the ohmroh was to hold mombezshiy in
the Pit‘ka‘b'azghSmoﬂmtilsﬁh time as a Imtheran Synod would b9 orzan~
ized in Texas, at vhioch tiws he was to bocoms & menber of that gz'aup.%

Tho Toxas Synod used the coastitution of the Pittsburgh Synod as a
model for 1%s ovm constitution. In fast, very few chenges wore mads in
the original before it booams the cometitution of the Texas Synod. On
November 10, 1891, seven man mot et the Presbyterian Bhurch in Houston
for the purpose of organizaing 2 synod and chose Rev. Braum to bo tempo-
rery ohalrmen of their group. By May, 1832, nine churches belanged to

324) Dexsn Misaton,” Ipid., IV (Jeauary, 1851), .
33umexan Mission," Ibid., IV (Jume, 1851), bk.-
upevas," Ibid., IV (Novenber, 1851), 63.
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the "First Cermen Evangeliocal Lutheran Synod of Texas." Asmlyof_/_
1.~
Pagstors continued to come from Switzerland, amd by July, 1856, there
wvers twenty-cne pastors in the Texms Syncd, most of whom had been trailned

as :Bauo]..35

Tho Texas Synod Joined the Gemsrel Synod 1nil853 and remained in .} <

that body watil 1t withdwew in 1868. It joined the Gensral Counoil in
1868 end yemained with that group wntil 189%, In 1895 it jJoinoed the
Jowa Bymod and was accepted Into that bhody Jume, 1896. But not all the
men of the Texas Synod went into merger with the Jowa Bynod. Eight of
tho pastors end fifteen of the congregations romained separate because
the ithadimiet@dmamhﬂemvmofthemmm
had wnited tho Toxas Synod with the St. Crischons Institute of Basel.
Later on this 1ittle group Joined the Gensral Cowncil and was absoxrbsd
into the United Iwthexan (me:«:;h.36

Tho Mimnesota Symod: Western Expansion

The Minmesota Synod is the third group vilch sams Into exiatencs
through the efforts of Passavant emd the Plttsburgh Synod. One of the

loading peracmallties of that Synod was Joln chr:latd.an Frederick Heyer,

notod missionary to India, Heyor wvas born at Holmstedt, Germany, on
dJuly 10, 1793, end veme over to Amsrica when yet & very youmg man. He
344 His firet Amsricen miesion work in Kentuoky end Tndiana after he hed
been commissioned by the Ministeriwm of Pemmsylvenia to visit these

Bnee mpzas w.“ The Missionaxy, IX (July, 1856), S0.

367, H, Bewle, Missouwrl Tn Texas (Austin: The Bteck Compeny, 1952),
De 3o .
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dtotriots. 37 In 1835 the General Synod orgenized the "Gentral Mission
Soolety of the Evengolical Lutheran Churoh,"” and two years later sent out
slx men, enong Hoyer to explowe the nmissionary possibilities of the Mis-
slesippd Velley. At that tims Heyer foundsd three congregations in and
near Pittsbuwrgh, vhere Passavent was to begin his labors ssven years
later. Because of his work In Pittsburgh Hoyer has besn called the ‘(l_
"Father of Luthoronism in H‘bbdbm‘gh.“aa
ary to Indla, the first vhen he wvas forty-elght ysars old, the second
vhea he was soventy-seven. His eyrival at Guntwr, India, on July 31,

1842, 1= now colshreied as the birthdey of Amsyican Luthoran missions in
39

Hoyer madeo two trips es missicn-

India,
Such wes the man Passavant induced the General Synod to send to
Minnesota in 1857. Afier he had been appointed missionary to Mimesota,
Heyor stopped over in Plttsbwrgh to make final arvengements with Passavent
rogardingz the moymmer in vhich the first English Lutheran homs mission pro-
Ject in that teyrltory should be promoted. Passavent had already been to

Mimmesota the yeay before emd had secwred $1,200 for a church lot inm
B%. Paul. On November 9, 1857, Hoyor left Pittsburgh om his way to
8t. Paul vheye his lehors in comusction with the Minnesote Synod were to

'bagin.l‘o

3Myartin . Vagner, The Chioago Swnod and As Autecedsnts (Waverly,
Iowa: - Vertburg Publishing House Press, n.d.), pp. 31 £.

38 reodore E. Baohmenn Galled Him Fathsr, The aa_m of
_eﬁm;_mmm Philadelphia: Tho Muhlemberg Pre -

2 -

39Bachmern, op. oit., p. 122.
ho,, M 1 Intelligence,” The Missionary, X (November, 1857), 166.
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Durdng the early deys of the Minnosota Synod Heyer was its presi-
dent. It was beceuse of his own consorvetlsm that the }Minnesota Synod
wes founded on the orthodox position whick appointed the Unaltered Augs-
buxrg Confesaion 1ts oonfomsion. Despite a fins resolve to be founded on
a consorvatlve basis, it was fourteen yeara before the Mimmesota Synod

' meached this goal. Fathor Hoyer 1ived longz enough to see this come %o

rags, Before he dled quietly and wnattended during the night of HNovem-
bor T, 1873, he saw his beloved Mimmesota Synod join the Synocdical Con-
fevence ML

What sequence of ovents broughiHoyer into mission work in Minnssota
vhere lie helped organize the Minmesota Synoi? Tho man who was most
diroctly responsible for the organization of a Imtheran Synod in Mimmesota
wes Passavant. Nrom the time that he firet began to publish articlos in
The Minslonary ehout the coming of Swedes end Korweglens to Mimmssota,
Pappevant becams interested in that nationality group. Because of letters
vhich mon from St. Paul wrote him about the necessity of having msn who
conld preach both English end Germon, Paspavent boosme awars of what must
be dome. Ho ot his heart on founding a synod which would wnite the
Swedlish, Forwegién, Goxman, and Americen brethren in one body. For this
rosgon he called on the voteran Heyer to do mission work not only among
the Gorman, vﬁ.«puno.ermgww speaking Lutherans in St. Paul apnd vicin-
ity. During the entire time that Hoyer was working in Minnesota for the
formation of the syncd, he and Passavaut were in constant corrosponience

with reference .r.o.E.b proposed gynod, However, they kept the mattor

EUEE.. op. oit., ». 332.
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secxot until they hed found vhat was the gonerel attitude of all perties
oonca:ma.ha

Although Heyor was not sent to Minnesota until 1857, Paggavent was
alweady trying %o ofir up the ohurch's interest in that territory es early
ag 1849, At the timo The Missionary vas little more than a year old, but
Paggavent’s iuterest hed widened emough to include all those pexts of Zion
vilch nseded spiritusl help. He wrote that other chuxch bodies wero send-
ing wen to serve the poople of Minmeoote and thet it wes now tims 4o send
& mlgsionsxy to that yomg Territory in the Horith Wesht, The article was a
strong appeal to the Tuthersn ohwroh to hogin mission work in Minnesota:

Shall not the Evangelicel Imthercn Church at lsast follow, as

we comaolt lead in this holy work? OCrend and noble it would be,

if the Homs Missionary Soclety of the Gsmeral Synod would com-

mission sons one of our brothren who could pieach in both lan-

guagee; and. ley broad and ctrong the foundatlons of llr:lnﬁ ive

Christianity in the settlemonts of this incipient stats.

But Lhis appsals vere ofmavadlandmma-imwekm plammed
for Mimsgota during the next fow years. By the year 1853 Passavaut
could no longs? keop silent, end whon he read a notico from the New York
Tribvune that Svodos wore passing through New York on their way to Mimme-
sota and 1likely had mo pastor, ho made emother appeal. It was writtem in
fervent language: "Oh that tho Church would ewake o hexr solemn Yesponsi-
bilities, end would devote her utwost euergies to supply the noed of her

constantly ivcressing popnlmbicn.“u

425e0mge M. Ste ‘The Foming E
« Stephenson Founding of the Augustana Synod, 1830 *
3860: (Rook Islemd, Ill.: 'Ansustmnook Concern, 1927), pps 93 f.

¥3mprmmesote Territory,” The Missiopary, II (July, 1849), 55.
Wugoandinavisns in Nimssota," Ibid., VI (Dooenber, 185h), 92.
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Again nothing vas done, A £ull yeer pasved by without the church
telcing notice of the uoeds of the dsstitwte brethren of the Lutheran
Church in iimmesota. He wrote that ho has "egain and again for aseveral
yeaxrs called attemtlon to the importent field in .mmaautn" but that thus

far all his efforts have been in vain., Passavent was not one who Intended

to o:.*i-ticim, but being o man of action he hal definite plams in mind. |
He appsaled to the Home Misslonary Soolsty again to senid a man to Mimme-

sota who oould mreack in both the German and English language. Pasgevant

tried to drive home the point that the time for antion had coms. He wrote

that “evory yeer's delay will throw back the omuge ten years.'

In the spring of 1855 he remewsd his appeals that the church send
nissionarles to Mimmesota, bwh again nothing was done. By the fall of
that year o pactor in St. Paul who had heaxd of Passevent end his inter-
est in Minnesota missions wrate & letter which Pagsavant printed in The
Misslonory, The writer stated that he was the only Gorman spsaking pas-
tor of the Lutheven Church ia thet part of the cowntry. He stated that
It wvas "high tims thatthsmwmemi@mtﬂ shonld be rrovided for.”
The need was evident and help mwt be sent Irmediately because the peopls
ave "as eheep withous a shepherd."'C But the old stary of delay end dis-
appointwent continued. In January, 1356, Paggavent printed & letter from
anothsr pastor in St. Paul who also ;plead:ea that & nissionary be semt to

that city. This pastor appealed to Passavent to use all the pﬂu:aim ?_« hz
he could in securing anihguah speaking nissionary for Mimesota. |

YSuivroh Tntelligence,” Ibid., VI (Deceuber, 183%), 92.

:s'mm from Correspondence,” Ibid., VIII (Augnst, 1853), 62.
T

"mmeaota Territory,” Ibid., IX (Jexmary, 3836), 3.
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By the fall of 1356 Passavant had mede arrengsments for a trip to
Mimesota, On this, his first trlp to thet territory, he pessed through
Chicago vhere he met a Rorweglen pastor, the Rev, Paul Anderson, who
accompanied Passavant on his jowrney. At IaCrosse; Wisoonsin, they found
a mbher of Horwsglans, and held = Norwegian-English service in & mrivate
hmma.ha At thic time Pasgsavent folt 1t best to cgtablish only ¥nsligh
misslons in Mimmesote, but by the time ho had completed hic tour of the
sbate ho wnn convinced thah there wes need for Gexumn missionsries also.'d T

Pagsevent and Andorszon not only held mervices for the Norwegisns
thow hed gathored together for worship ot Talrosse, but they also stayed
over jn that clty for a fowr days to help those interested ia bullding a
church gather up money for the purpose of buying = lot. On Monday and
Twondsy they colloctsd ll bhut forty-five dollars of the sunm needed. The
remaining emewnt they supplied from money they had elong for suc_h urposes
and mecured the lot which had heon ohosen.5° Moving on to Red Wing, Minno-
sota thoy miniatersd to meubers of the Lutheron Church thers end traveled
twelve miles out into the cowntry to meot Pastor Noreline who wms working
emong his Swedish brethren. Thie wos Padsavent's first contact with
Noreliue. ITn %tho yeers which followsd Passgovant hald many contacts with

Yoth Noreline and the Augnstenn Synod.

48
Coorpe Praborh 14ph sm in the Northwest
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Abdel Ross Vents, ¥he ILutheran Church in Amsrican Iistory,
Yovised edition (I'him:;lphias The United Lutheran Publication Houss,

1933), P- 366.

HOugotes of & Tour to Minmesots,” The Missiopery, IX (Septembor,
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Eight days were spent in 8¢. Paul itself, and during that time
Passaveat had timo %0 becoms acquainted with the town, its peopls,
resouroes, and prospects. After gpending some time vieiting verious
paxts of the city, Passavant and the Iutherans of St., Paul who followed
his guiding camo to an agreement and chose the site on vhich the nroposed
church was to be located. ITn the meamwhile he sucoseded in raising moxe
then §$1,200 for o church, bubt found it impossible to buy the lot oa the
owners wexre out of town. As a result there was a delay in cecuring the
lot on which tho church vas later built.

In the Fall of 1857 Passavanti mado & plsa to the East Pemmsylvania
Synod, msoting at Lencaster, in behalf of the mcattered Lutherens in
linnesota. Tho delogates to the coavention passed the resolution that
five hundred dollaxs be appropriated to the support of the mission in
8t. Paul. Thus 1t ceme to pass that the East Ponnsylvania Synod cooperated
with the Pittsburgh Syncd in its wmission work in mnneaota..se

Paspavant edvised the men in Minnesota %o orgsnlze & Chwrch waion
or Gonference. Thls conferemce was held In the Swedish Iutheren clmrch (-
Red Wing, Mimmssota, July 3-5, 1853. Heyer was elscted chairmen of the
conference. Although the Swedes were in favor of forming & new Synod,
they wished to have tims to spsek to their Swedish brethren in Illinois
before jolning the proposed oynod. Despite the faot a movemsat to form
the Mimnesota Synod wes alreedy under wey in 1858, it vas pot actually
founded until July 6, 1860. It received the name “The Evengelical

51"Hotae of & Tour of Minnesota," Ibid., IX (October, 1856), 1A6.
Hove, gp. olt., . 236.
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Lutheran Synod of Mimmesota," This group first bolonged to the Gensral
Synod but later effiliated with the Gemoral Cowncil., Inm 1871 it went

over to the Synodical Confexence, and t31ll belongs to thet growp as a <L~
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part of the Wisconsin Syanod.
Tho General Synod: A Timo for Iabor

mmthanmtm:moduuhiohfwamntpartmthahuiﬂt-
ance to the missionary zeal of Passavent end the Pittsburgh Synod: the
Canada Synod, the Texas Synod, and the Minnesote Synod. Strictly speak-
ing, the mission which wae carrisd. on by Passavant and the Pittsburgh
Synod betwesn the years 1845 and 1853 camnot he considered es being done
directly in connoction with the Goneral Synod. The Pittsburgh Synod did
not bosows a part of the Coneral Synod uatil the yoar 1853. When the
Plttsburgh Synod joined the General Syaod, the Toxos Synod followed the
example of its mother aynod and also jJoined the larger group. Since the
Mimesota Synod was not fowmnded wntil much later, i% did not Join the
Gsnsral Synod in 1853, bub ceme into that body In 1864. However, nome
of these¢ synods wers to remain in the Cenerel Smod permenemtly. By tle L/
year 1868 all three of these synods were emong those who withdvew from
the Gemeral Synod to become msvbers of the Genoral Couwncll which was
organized in the yesar:1866.

The work witich Pagsavant did in the Genersl Synodl woe an attempt
" 40 bring that body to a more congervative pomsition. Over the years a
liberal tendonoy hed crept into the Lutheran Church, ospecially into the




45
M Symod. #en In the Intheran church wore begimning to study the
oonfosolons and gaw the denger that ley shead for the church 1f the
Libsral tendencicc would not he curbed. Some of those who Ionged for e

woturn to 2 more commervative histordc Lutheranisia published the
Evangslical Review, - The Missionaiy too bhoosme more concervative. By the
end of 1855 Pessavant had decided, on the advice of mrmy fricnds, to pub-

lish Tho }ilspionary oo & weckly basis in hopes thet it might strensthen "}' v
1

the consexvative elsment in tho General Bynod..sl'

The Liboral groud of the Gepmerel Synod had control of the Lutheran

Obsexver and used thei pepsr Yo epread their views. Thies group of men
thought thoy were stronger then they veally were. In September, 18353,
they cent out o pamphlet of Fifty-two pesec under the title "Definlte
Pia-tfor. " Thoy aed hoged that this psuphlet, vhich wes intended to be
“An Jaerican Recension of the Augsbwrg Confession," would win supporters
to the canse of overturowing consorvative Lutheranism. Insteed, the
attitude of the various synods of the Gensral Synod was to oppose the
liberals .55
Ae the liboral jgendencies in tas-General Synod continued to grow,
the wookly Misglonsry was lsunched in ke defenss of tho old Lutheran
faith. The new series of Fhe Missionexy bogan in the firat weck of Janu- ‘- "/
ary, 1356, and cerried sxrticlos on the Augsburg Confession, together with . /
quotes from ILmther end ILutheran dn@mﬂciam.% Vhile there were many who

. —
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followed the woy pointed out by Passavant, there were still those olemsnts
in the Gomeral Synod which tended to lcan even more towaxd libersl ways.
In the year 1863 Passavent wrote an editorial giving seven illustrations S
of the liberal tenlencies in parts of the Church "which ought to arouse ,/
every mar who loves the tmth."sT

When the Pittsburgh Synod met in May, 1855, at Zelienopls, Pemnsyl-
venia, for its ammual convention, 1t passed several resolutions favoring

——

/

the Augsburg Confession and endorsing e more conservative trend in the
General Bynod. Passavant vas not trying to advocate a eplit from the
Genoral Synod at the tims, but still attempted to wori from within the
mupinthahopaofmmwlmsmtobe_artommw

" to nccept a more conservative outlook. In The Iathoren And Missionery,
tho papsr whichk resulted from the mergex of The Missionary end the
Lutheran which was published in Philadeiphia, Passavant wrote an editorial
to the General Symod, sbout to convens in York in 1863, asking the Cemeral

Synod to make certain reforms. KHis xequests were made in e quiet, man-
nerly way, stressing the fact that the olurch mmat work for the retention
of the pure fmith of the Iutheren church. He told the msmbers of synod
that they must not adopt the Definite Platform or eny other substitute 7L'L"
for the Augaburg Confession, if for no other reason then that it was con-

trary to the constitution of the General Bynnd.ss

The Ministerium of Pemmsylvenie, which had lsft the Genmsral Synod
"in 1823, hed et the %ime it re-enteved in 1853, resexrved the right for

Wm., Pe 3"1-

w;m., p. 43,
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its delegates to withdrew from General Synod conventions at any tims to
report to their own synod if they felt that the Gemeral Bynod had violated
its own constitution. This they did in 1864. When the Gemeral Synod met
agein in 1866 the leaders of aynod tried to keep the Ministerium from tak-
ing paxrt in the convontion. XRnowing the situation, Pagsavant cams to the
ald of the Ministerium. When a vote was to be taksm to declde whether ox
not the Ministerium should be admitted to the convention, Passavant read
e short Soripture lesson (Acts 16:35-37) in the hope that it would Infln-
enso the delegaton of the varlous synods at the comvention to allow the
Ministoriua of Ponnsylvania %o be admitted. When, howsver, the vote
decided that the Ministexrium be not edmitted, Paascavent gave notice that
he and others would protest, and asked all who felt as he did to meet at
tho »egidence of a Mr. Ruthrvanff duriug the afterncon. The group which
mat that afiornoon drew up & resolution against the arbitrery action of
.tha General Synod. The vesolution which was signsd by twonty-eight
dolegates belonging to the Synods of New York, Pittsburgh, English Ghio,
English Iowa, Horthern Indiana, Mimnesote, Illinois, end Hartwick of New
York was later readfo the convemtion by Pessavent.’>

From this time on there was 1ittle doubt that there would be &
#plit in the Genswral Synod. One week after the Ministerium had been
oxcluded from the convention at Fort Weyns it semt out & call for a com-
Wntimornmesentaﬂwsofmmmmmtuoemmtb
Latheren Confessions to meet at Reading, Pemmsylvania, in the following
Decembey, When the Pittsburgh Synod held its convention in Rochester,

1
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Permaylvania in Octover, 1866, Pagsavent was probebly the most influential

in c2using that synod to send representatives to the convention called by

the Minlstorium of Pemmsylvenia., This action marked the end of Passavent's 7L 4

activity In comnection with the General Sanod..so

Pagpavant's work from the time he ontered the ministry wmtil he,
together with the Plttsburgh Synod, withdrew from the General Synod was
a busy time. He hed helped found the Pittsbwrgh Synod and had published

" The lMigsionawy. He had ssen his Influsnce cause the founding of the

Synods of Texns, Canada, anl Mirmesota. At the pams %ime he had watched

the General Synod parting fer from historic Lutheraniam, even though he

had done mmch to give that boly a taste of comservative Lutheranism,

Boosuss of his editorfals in The Missionary he had opsmed the eyes of

many to the dengers of llberalism, and because of his owa versonal influ-
ence he had caused utillotherstosainhoartund.hantheﬂensralsynod_f—u
to help found & more conservative group, the General Council.

&)Ibid.., PP. lﬂlg ¥,




CHAFTER IV -
PASSAVART Iif THE GENERAY, COUNCIL

A Guiding Light

Before the year 1866 had come to an end, the General Symod could no
longer ley olaim to the sexvices of ane of its most valuable and fmpor- < {~
tant men, W. A. Pogsavant, After the Ministeriuwm of Pemnsylvania had
been refused adm'saion to the Fort Wayne convention, the Ministerium
igaued a cell to all Lutheran Synods vhich accepted the Unaltered Augs-
burg Confession sz their officisl confession to assemble for e conventiom.
VWhon the convention begen at Reeding, Pemnsylvenia, in December 1366,
Paggevant, together with three other pastors of the Pittsburgh Synod,
wag precent as an official delegate of his synod. Thirteen symods were
repregented at the Reading convention. Those which are of interest to
us were the Wisconsin, Pittsburgh, Minnesota, Missourl, and Canada 7’"‘
Synods.*

When the first regular convention of the General Council wes hsld
in Fort Wayne in the month of Noveumber of the following year, the Missowri /‘
Synod did not again send delegates. Of course Passavent was again in
attondence, If we inolude the ireliminary convontion of 1866, Passavant
ettonded twenty-four conventions of the General Cowmoflivring the years
1866 to 1893. Ho was sbsent from only one convention, the fifteenth,

15, E. Oohsenford, Doommsntary History of the Generel Counoil of
$he Evanaslical Lathersn Chmroh in North jmerios (Pniladslphie: General
Council Publication House, 1912), p. 131.
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held in the year 1882. As a vesult of his faithful atiendsnce, he has
the best recorl of attendance between the preliminery sonvention ia 1865
and the lnst convention befove his death vhich occurred in 13911.2

Imediately upon the formetion of the General Council the talsmts
of Pagsavant wers pub to wse by that body. One of the first assigomuents

the Gonerzl Council gave to Passavant wes work on a commlttes which vaa._+
to drew uwp the English Church Book. Ag if this wore not enough, he was |
essigeed to e comittee whioh plammed the outline for a comstitutlon of

the Gemeral Cowacil. There was 1little doubt that ho had the ability for

such o projeat, for e had heen instrumental in writing the constitution

of the Pitishurgh Syaod vhen he.was yot in his early twenties. The out'-

1ino drewn up by the comittee was presentsd to the Genersl Cowncil and

was npproved. Pasagsvant was then pleced on ancther committes which wrote

the conatitution. The Pfinished produst was also presented to the Gemeral
Comnoil, end 1ike the outline, wes approved.) Knowing that Passavent ves
woll-Imowm and influential in the stete of Pemmsylvania, the Council also
eppointed him to work in conjunction with six other men to cbteain 2 char-

ter for the Comaoll. As & vemult of the committee's action, the state of
Pormoylvania grented the charter to incorporate the Generel Council of the

Evangeliocal Iutheren Chworoh in Amrica.h

The yeers of Passavant’s life between 1866 until he died in 189%
wore, if it 1g possible, even more crowded with activity then those spent

before the Formation of the Gemeral Counmcil. Ho was immerased body and

2
Ibid., p. S4T.
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soul.. in supervising the institutions of meray which he had founded in
Pitteburgh, Rochester, and Zellenople, Pemmsylvanie, and in Milwaukes,
Chicago, and Few York. About this tims he wes founding a collegs in the
opening of Thiel Hall, at Phillipsbury, Pemmsylvania, Ho had great inter-
est in the Philadelphia Seminary, and wvas alresdy plaming end preying for
the Chicago Seminayy. Ha wag oo-editor of The Iuwtheren and Missiomary,
end. pestor of ourohos in Rochoster and Baden, Pemmsylvania. He sexved
as everyboldy’'s coumsellor and advisor, and wvas eppeaied to from every
side. s aivice was asked in mmy lotters every day.”

The Indiana-Chicago Synod: A Friend in Hsed

Hot only individuals, but also synods and whole mationality groups
appsaiod to Passavenmt for help. One of the synods which twrned to Passa-
vent Tor counsel end ald was the old Indidens-Chicago Synod. Although
Pagsevent had no direct part in the founding of this synod, ho did =id 1%
in that he dirsoted that two Insensee brothers to Imdidama to lebor =mong
the Iumtherans of that sta:be.s The carliest Inthovens had made their way
into the southern portions of Indiena as early es 1810, and at that time
they appealsd to their homslend, Germany, yreying for spiritusl attemtion,
But help was at hand, It is certain that the Reverend Paul Henkel was
instrumsntal in planting the Lutheran Church in Indiena. During the yesrs

%, N. Gerberting, Life eud Lotters of H. A. Passawat, D.D.
(Mm’ Pas; The ;ﬁgﬁ Co., 1905)-, Pe .

| Sartin L. Wagner, The Ghicand Bynod end its Antscedents (Weverly,
Iowa: wmﬂm I'ub].ilh:lng Houaze I’Nﬂs, n.d. » P 173.
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following 1810 many Honkels were found laboring in Indiama or neighboring
Bterbas.7

By the yoar 1835 some pastors in Indiens becams comnvinced that
united action was the popsr cowrse, and 1ssusd a call for e convemtion
to be held in Johmson County, Indiema, August 15, 1835. The outooms of
this conventlon was thot the “Evangelical Lutheran Synod of Indiena,” the
first Luthersn osynod organized west of the Ohlo, was formally orgenized
August 15, 1835. The formation of this enti-General synod group was
hestensd by a similar movemsnt among the General Synod pastors residing
in the west. In 183% preachers in Temmessee, Ohio, Kentuoky, Indiana,
end Illinois bogam & movemsnt to form & synod. This group of General
Synod mn msth at Lowisville, Kentucky, in 1835 and organized the “Even-
gelical Lutheran Synod of the West."” It was this gynod to vhich Wymsken,
vho for some tims was prosident of the Missourl Synod, belonged for a
't'.:lms.8

The Synod of Indiana, the Uaion Synod end the Indiena-Chicago axe
historically one body. In time the Indiapa Synod was dissolved because
1t was wesk and poorly organized. From this organization the Union Syncd
vas formed. Beceuse it becams disappointed as to its pwurpose, was torn
and distracted, it too vas scon disbandsd. Bseins the state of affairs in
Tndienn, Passavent covnselled the remaining good lsaders of the Lutheren

Churoh 4n that state. When the Generel Synod was organized 1t gave aid to

T_I_bﬂo, Pe 31.-
amg"m 71 T.
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The mow Indlens-Chlcago SBynod united with the Gomeral Synod,
and is today a part of the Unlted Lutheren Church.

vheao M-g

Scandinavien First Aid: A Friend Indeed

Passavaut wvas not only interested in aiding individuals and synodi-
cal groups, for as a matter of fact he lnhored for the welfars of entire
national groups. A prominsat part of l’asaammb's_mk was Gone anong ‘the
Scandinavian brothzen of the Tutheran Church. Io was advisor, couaselor,
and proourcr for the Noxrweglen and Swedish Iutherans in the United States,

The fivst orgenization amomg the Norweglens in Amsrica was the
“"Evangelical Lutheran Churoh of Awerdca,” founded in 1846 with Elelsen as
louder.lo By 18k9 Pegsavent wes mrinting oxrticles in The Missionaxy which
told the chwmoh of the nessssity of sending missiomaries to work ammmg
the Harwegien brotiwen in the vest. - Oa his firat tefp to Mluesota,
Pagsavent and Anderson gathered a group of Norweglons in LaCrosse and
ninistereld to them in that oily, assisting them to puxvhase a lot and
Trosure mondy o coustinot & church om that lot. The Rev. Jens C. Roge-
land, who was & leader in tho Norwegien Augustena Synod stated that an
aldvess made by Passavent at the Bt. Anogar Conference, held to waite all
Horwsgian Iuther:n groups, had mors to do:with the making of Horweglan
churol Mstory in Ausrics then 4 usually oonceded:™

9%-: pe 206,

“0s0ar ¥, olson, The Aumstoge Luthersn Ohuroh dn Amrics (Sock
JIeland, Tllinois: Augustensa Book Comcern, 1950), P. 44.

1849) ]';‘B'H:lssim Among the Norweglens,” The Missiomary, IT (December,

L georveraing, op._cit., De 399

e S Ul LR



5h

There was o varn and intimate friendship between Passavent and the
Rev. 0. J. Hatleatad, the first presidont of the Horwegian Augustana Synod.
Hatlestad, who had coms over to Amsidoa in 1846 and became one of the
editors of the first Norweglen papesr published in America, held ths office
of President of the Norweglén Augustana Bynod, From 1870 to 1880, For e
timo e sorved & cougregation in Milwaukee, and it was there that he came
Inbo contast with Passavant. In conjunotion with anothexr pastor of Mil-
wvaukeo ho eseisted materially in the founding of the Passevant hospital
In that city. Iatlestad hed & high appreciation of the wisdom and counsel
of Passevent, and it was through contoot with Pessavant that the Norweglian
Aungustena Synod enteored into fraternal relations with the General Counsil
end would no doubt have Joined that group if it had nobt merged iato the
United Horwegien Cluwoh.

0f tho position end influsnce of Passavent in the Horweglan Augus- _+

tane Synod pastor Jens Rogeland stated:

From 1870 to 1575 Passavant was looked upom @8 the foromost
aplritual adviser of the Symod. It has often been asked Why
the 1ittle Horweglen Augustana Synod lad the Nexwoglen Latherans
in tho lnglish work., I bslieve it was owing %o the keen Interest
and the helpful direotion of Passavant with whom our early lsadlers
ptood in the most intimete relation. Hoe served as a sort of coa-
neﬂtingunkbetwmthemkguahmthomﬂhmhmm
Amsricanizing wing of the Norwsgian Lutheran Churoh. It was
undoubtedly through his assistance end direction that our clagsi-
cal sghool st Marshall, Wisconsin, becams thsmstﬁhmu@:ly
Ampricenized Horwaglen Luthersn school in Amsrica.

BM-, De ”B-
nmi-’ P. 360-
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™o Augustena Synod: A Helping Haod

Whils Pasuavent did mmch %o assist the Norwegien mection of the
Scandinevien brethren, no national group received so mwh comnsel, aid,
and advice ag dld the Swedish Lutherems in America. E. Horelius, ono of
the early leadsrs smong the Svedish Lutherans in Amsrica sald of him,
"o one who did not bhelong to our nationality was es weoll known among
Swedish Intherans as he. - Ho had early come in comtact with us and had

* mhrough ertloles 1n The Misston-
ary Passavent awakened interest im the East for the Scandinaviams, and

beocore intimzte with us and our wori.”

mamy of the glfts given to the Eiucation Soalety for the Scandinavisns
were lergely due to the interest he stirred up. He was interested in a
" colony in Horthorn Towe or Southern Mimmesota, whioh wes 'ho b9 exolusively
Scemndinavian, in order to allow the Scandinaviens to mk out their
Tuthersn ideas of & practioal educstion withows opposition or interfexr-
once 10

Svedes begen to settle in Now Eweden, Jowa, as early as 1848, and
by February of thet yosr Pagsevent was elveady working to srouss the
olureh to send missionaries smong the Swodes and Forweglans who waxe at
the timo being tyremnized by the Marmons.™| The first Swedish chuzch

building in Minnesota WS erected in Red Wing, wherw Norelius servsd as

Y0180, op. git., p. 246.

4 Stophenson Founding of ._Wﬂi"j- » 1850~
J@(Bog;:e:.:i,num'm Book Comcern, 192T), D. 1AT.

Ywp1ga10ns emong the Horweglens snk Swedes," The Missiopaxy, I
(E'ehwnr.r, 1848), 1.
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pastor. Bocause of 1is appoarance it roceived the nams "the Bwedish barn,”
but despite lis appearsnce i1t becams the credls of the Hinmssote Synod
vhich vas organized thore in 1858,13

In 1850 Pagaavant again appealed %o the churoh to aid the Scemdl-
navions. BEe complained thet msn of_'l'.ha Frankean Synod wero disrupiing
the Boundinavian national groups. He feared the r»osults of this particu-
larly boceuse of the lax confessional basis of the Frankean Synod, which
would lead many of the Scendinavien brethron astray. Hs was also afraid
of the Missowri Synod vork smong the Scandinaviens, but for exactly the ‘{’
opposlte reason, they wore too strict amd confessional to suit him.

Since heo conld not expeot immsdiate help from the General Syaod,
hes appsaled to the Horwegians end Swodes to form u Scandinavien XEvangsli-
oal Lutheren Synod, beoause ho was convinced that it was the only way in
vhich they could be provided with the Gospel and its 1nstitntions.19 In
roply to sm ercicls to this effeot whioh Passavent hed printed in Ihe
a letier vas yoceived from Lars P. Exbjorn, & Swedish pastor
in Minnesots, wno asked for coples of Luther's Smll Catechism in English
as there were mone to bo had in that languege in Minnssota. Zsbjorn added
that he had not yet wnlted with any synod because ha vented time to exanine
“the religious matters in this country." Ho hed hopes that a Iutheran
synod would be organized in Illinois, and planned to joln such a group
unless it "throws away the Augsburg Confession.” In the sams lstter
Eebjarn stated that hie congregation was erecting a church building, but

]'BOIGOQ, op. m-, De 202,

E"M:Imrvian Evangolical Lutheren Synod," Ihe Missionary, III
(April, 1850), 27.
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wvas weble o complete it boocauce of a lack of funds. An a result of this
information Paspevent wrote an Interesting appeal to the readers of The
in behell of that congrogation:

Will not zome of our brethren gend wa donetions for the com-

pletions of tho Swedish clurch yoferred o by Brothsr Esbjora?

Chrricti=zn Reader! how mmch owvest thon thy Loxd! Then sit

dowa guickly, teke thy pem, andvrl%aohackforfé&a, tuenty, .

o Pifty dollexs for thene noor brothrea in Christ.

Egbjorn wag the firet oxdeined ILutheran pastor who cem® to serve
the Swedish immigronts, He care over to Americz from Swedem in the sun-
mer of 1949 and settied in Andovew, Y1llinois. ; The following year he
founded o church there and later founded other chmrohes at Princeton,
Moline, Hemlerson, snd Galogbung, TLlinois.>Y When the Homo Mission
Society of the Pittsburgh Bymod, of whlch Passavant wes president, met in
1851, Rabjorn was there to meke an addwress to the Soaiatr.za His appeer-
ance befoxs the Pltichuwrsh Synod Homo Mission Society wes conly eme stop
emong the mony ke made on = long jonrney to the East to sollcit =id for
the poor Swodich churches in the Weeh. This trip vhich Esbjorn nede in
1351 resulicd from PescaTEnt's trig- %0 the weat the yeer before. Icbjorn
hed been counsellsd by Pagsavent to melke the twiy for the Swedish

churches .23

2Omme Suedes ln the North Wees," Ibid., IIT (July, 1850), 50.

215, 7. Solergren, “A Brief History of the Augustana Synod," Tho
Augustane Synod, .zéﬁ_q-f!zg, edited by L. A. Johmston (Rock Island, Iil:
Augustene. Book Concern, 1910), »p. 19.

 22upome Miseionazy Soclety of the Pittsbungh Synod,” The Missionery,
IV (August, 1851), 60.

23ngwedish Churohes in Illinois,” The Missionayy, IV (Jwme, 1551),
by,
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Unfley the leadership of Esbjora, end against the protests of Passa-

vant, & lorge nuber of Swedes end a smaller number of Horwegians formed
the Synod of Eorthsyn Illinols, which becams a district of the Gemsral
Synod. They co-operated in the work of Illinois State University, which '=~(
was later sold to the Missowrd Synod and ie now known as Concordia Semi-
naYy, Springficld, Iilinois, The HEvangslical Iutheran Synod of Northezn
Illinois was founded at Falayre, Illinois, May 19, ].85]..25

A second Swedish leader who roceived advice from Passavant wes
Tave Nilsson Hessslguist. Hasseldquist was the second ordained Swedish
pastor to come o America, crxriving In 1852. He was elscted president of
the Augustana Synod after the Scandinavieans left the Noxthern Illinols
Synod. Passavant had given warning that the merger vith the Horthern
Illinois mon wonld nobt work. When the Scandinavians saw that they could
no longsy sgree with the men of the General Synod because of differences
in doctrine end prectice, they withdrew from the Horthern Illinois Symod
anil gave wp their part in the Illinois Stete University. A genoral moet-
ing of Swsdes ani Norwegiens was called in Chicago to teke steps in the
peparation of e Scendinavian synod of their owa. This plen was consum-
mated June 5, 1860, at Clinton, Wisconsin, vhen the Scandinavien Augustena
was formally onrganized, and Hasselquist became its fivet president. That
the influence.of Pagsavent was folt in the Augustana Synod can be lsaraed
from Hasselquist's testimony that he felt himself indsbted to Passavamt

for sound advice in synodical matters.

2 wRorthern Tilinois,” The Missionary, IV (July, 1851), 49.
Esﬂaoar Fritiof Ander, "T. N. Hasselquist. The Career of a Swedlsh-

Amortosn Clergymen, Jowrnalist, and Educator,” Aumustans Librery Publloa-
4ions, I (Rock Islend, T1l: The Augustans Iiterery Publications, 1931), 35.
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8t11] enother early Swelish pastor mach indebted to Pessavent was
Eric Norelius, who hed coms to America in 1854, Iars Paul Ezbjorn, Tuve
Filsgon Hesseloquist, Eric Horelius end Erlsnd Carlson were the four
originel Bwedlsh »iconser vastors in Avwrica. Tho first letter fronm e
Syede pubiished in The Missionary camw from Horelius. WVhen Passavand
mde his trip to Mimesota in 1856 he paid a visit to Norelius at Red
Iving, vhore the two men mot for the first tims. From then on Paasavant
and Norelius wore on Dviendly terms. Im Quotober of that sam> year Pasca-
vant wrote to Foxrelius about an offor of land for a school at Lalke Clty,
Mimmssobe, ani asked him So invostigate the :glaoe.ET

Pageavent ook & deep imtorent in Horolius'! endoavors, ani when the
flrat iooue of the paper wiloh Norclius weoto, the Mimmesota Posten,
appoarsd Hovenhor T, 1857, Passavant wrote Horelius thet Le 1iked the
papsr vexy wack, but oxprossed concern about the expense that the paper
night cause !%'omlius.% Evon after the Swedes hed loft the Horthorn
T1linois Synod without joining the Mimmesota Synod as Pansavant hed hopsd,
Passavent still bofrionded them. In 1862, after the great Sloux massasre
in Mirnesot=, Passevent sent Norelius crates of supplies for the victinms
of tho Indien-reids.>?

mmvmmﬁmtommmmmﬂmmmm

wished to help them. mmmuno@mmmmﬁmmm

270180::, OpP. 8it., . 297.
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brethwen would nover he able Yo woric with the Genoral Synod elemsnt of
the Horthern Yllinois Synol, He had varmed Noxelius end othors about
this, bub to no avail, Since it sosmoad appsrent that a bresk with Horthorn
Illinois must como come time in tho neax futwe, Horsllus, togsther with
some of his Owelish brethwen in Mirmesota attended the convention held at
Fod Wing on July 5, 1553. This convention was hold to establish the
Minpesota Synod., BEalf the clorical delegates were Swedes, ani of the six
lay dslogeten five were Swedes. Howover, the Swodes did not at that tlme
Join the Miuwesotoe Synod becanse thoy wanted timo to disouss the matter
with tholr felloy comrtrymm in Tllnois, ) Peanavans's reason for wemte

Ing the Swedes o Join the MHimmosota Synod was that 1%t was too expomsive |

for mon 1ike Forelius and others from Minnosota %o travel from that state
%o Illinois for the vardons conventions of the Howtheran Iliinols Syaod.
But instoad of joining Pasnevent's Mimesote Synod, they organized Hhelr
om Swedich Gonforence, (hicego Xake, Mimesote, Ootoher 7 end 8, 1838.
Tho rain reason vhy the Swedes did not oomo into the Minnosota Synod waa
the sentinent of mﬁmﬂuw.sl

The bresk of tho Scandinavisn churches from the Synod of Worthern
Illinois early in 1860 resulted in the formation of the Augustana Synol.
The stated yoason for the withirewal was that thore wes a movemsmt among
the Gensral Synod msn of the Northern Illinols Synod to got ths definite
platforn mon +o withirew frem oynod eud form & new enti-Augsburg Confessica

300]8&, On. Citey Do 305.

313anhm, op. oit., D. 2Ths
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synod =ad eatablish a new liberal awﬂm:!'.v.ae Thet the Scandinavians ab
this time otlill reopocted Passavent end his Judguonts can be meen from
the actlon taken abt the mooting of the wmalted Chicago-liisalasippi and
Himeaota Conferences of the Scandinavian Tuthoran churek in Chicago,
April 23-27, 1860. I% was memolved thet & conmitieo be eppointed to
send Pessavan® the repolutions of the conferense regxding Esbjorn's
rosigantion as Professor at Illinois State University, emd the Scandi-
navian separation from the Synod of Horthern Tllinois.

Tho “"Scandinayian Hvengsiical Iuntheren Augustana SBynod” wes organ-
ized in a Novwepian Lutheraw church near Clintom, Wiscomsin, Jume 5,
1860, Tho nams “Augngiema® i the Iatin toram for the Augsburg Confos-
slon, suf wag proposed by Dr. Horeldus.)' Tt was not lung before tho
Augastana Syaod was appsaling fo Passavant for edvice. Ns oomsellsid
then on how and whero to build tholr seminary, and informed them as to
mﬁtmﬁofﬁaf@amt!myemmemmﬂwm. Tater he also

gave then szge advice on the founding of an oxphans® home. Ho was inatru-
mental in secuwing the land in Geyver, Mimesota, on whick was located the
sohool which grow into Gustaves Adolpims Collego. Hs visited e coavention

of the Auvgustens Synod held in Rookford, Illinois in the carly 1860's and
hold at Altoona, Iliinois, In 1882.3’ Papsavant had been eager to have

= tion
I. 0. Fothotelin, "Solocted Documonts Dealing with tho Organiza
of the First cmmtimmmmstcmsofﬂwmm
Eynod and. their Crowth Until 1860," Augustans Zublica-
%ions, X (Rook Ysland, ¥1l: Auguotana Book Comoern, 5 149,
Brvia., p. 195
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%ho Augustanaz Synod join the General Syncd in 1860 in hopes that the
orthodox elemeat of the General Synod would be mgmm.ss While
Pagsavant was wasuscsosful in his attompis to loep the orthodox eleoment
of the Goneral Eyuod strong onough to avoid a eplit in that body, still
it was to a great oxtont duo to his influsnce that the Pitteburgh, Texas, i__

Himnesota, Canada, ond Avgustana Synods Joined the General Cowmcil, glv-
ing it & strong orthodox and conssrvative baokbons. '

English Missions: A Beer Saw Clsarly

Pasugavanh w.;a.a uot the kind of man who coull oit arownd and wali for
things to happen. Whea he saw that thore was neod for work o be done
among Tabhorens in Ansyica, ho did hic uimost to ses theb heolp was sent
wnore it was nooded. Even before all the nymds he was couwelling could
stand on tiwir cua fo9t, and before all his Institutions were firmly
establivned, ko was alrealy woriking in enother field of endeavor. s hal
hod zn carly desiro Lo sov IEnglish miassion work cerried out in all parts
of Zion. s fovessw that Englich would beooms the establisiied lunguage
of tho Iutheyen Church in America ond that wless work were doms in that

‘lengnage, wany poople of the Iuthersn olmoh wowld be lost to other dencaml~

nations.
The Gmmchis socond chance to make good in English mission work came

in the Weph. Losses in the East had been great, and mmoh hed already besn
loat hefore the chuwsh realized it or kmew what to do ebout the situation.
Evmwabherthingsmmmmmintheweatﬂmthem, 80 the

355:1&92, op. git., p. 108.
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language (uestion came with ctertling spoed and frightoning force. Bub
there w2re men who saw the denger and orayed and plsmmed to avers it.
Paggavent was & goer in ﬁathaaaﬂy saw the need of uwaing the Znglish —/—
lamgmome in chuvch mission vork.37

Passevant wos in e cortain senso the founder and starter of the ,,L_
English Imtheran work wiloh grew iato the Synod of the Hortiwest, For
yoarz ho hod nrged tho lmportsuce of osongying Mlhmeapolis and St. Paunl.
When Pagtor Traberh woa called ag the fivat English Lutheran missionsxy
wost of the Minoissipni, ho found that Passavant had been in Sg. Paul two
yeara dbofore him, had purchosed an old Swedish chaxch and had moved it t0
a lot muchased Por the building. When the clnavch was later opened &8
86, Joln's Paglich Tutheran ohuroh, Passavant was dnvited o be present. s

't was Pegsavant's idoa that an entirely Epglieh @ymod should In the cowras

of t3me be developed in the Norilnest. This may have baen beccuse appedls
coming from the Ferthwest not oniy bogged Passavant to send missionaries
to that torwitory, but ot times opecified in partieulsr thet they he =
Bnglich Lutheran missionaries ,39

The churoh vhich @id mch to further English mlzsions in the North-
‘west was S%. Jomm's Iuthereu church in Philajelphie, the first entirely
English Imtheran congregation in Averica vhich hes hed en wainterruptod
existence wmbil todsy. It vas brought into being after a desperats strugsle

3Toeorge Hemry Trabert, Bazligh Lutheranism in the Hertgwost (Fhils~ <l
delphia: Cenexel Council Publication House, 191%), p. 10.

3acmemns. op. git., p. 380.
39mptmmesote Territory," The Missionary, IX (Jamuary, 1836), 3.
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in 1806. It 45 thic congregation that in @ mesesuwre, usde it possible for
Pagsavent 40 begin daglish work in the Northwest, espscially in Mimmoeypolis
ead St. Paml, vhso he die..!m Ihis szmd cougregation sent supplies to Heyer
viien he was in Indila, and cent hinm Swulsy cohool books and other nccessary
matorials whon ho was working in Minnesota. The pecple of St. John's knew
that thelr centributions were %o. & great extent going iuto iaglish mission
woxk, for vhen Heysr vas on his way to Mnmassobta in 1857, he stoppsd to
confer with Passavent to sos in vhat manser the first Eaglish Luatheran
homo mission projost in that otate should e carried on.’u'

Pagsavans himasly began a trlp %o the Northwsw in 1350 to seo vhav
could he dune for the Beondineviaun axetlmen thers, snd also to deteraine
how 0 ostablich Zoglish mission woxk in that territory. He went as fax
a5 Milvowiee end would have continnsd wostwand indo the Intericor of Wis-

consin end Horbhera Tllinocic, tut ho recoived information thet cholora had
ohélera hed brolwn owb in Pittsburgh and thet be vas noedod there. Tagsa-
vant retwmed to Pibtsburgh, leaviug his partasr, Rev. Anderaon, to con-
Timwe the Journoy m.&a Anderson's yopors wndcrscored the fact that
1% wes higaly Imporiant that young men traiming for the ministry of the
Scandinsvien church lsarn to spouk not only their mative tongus, but also
the English lenguags. '

A Teotor in mromoting the advancement of the Iutheren obwrch In the
Fnglich lengusgs, especially in the Nortiwest, wes the founding of the /"

Lo
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Chicago Theologicel Seminuyry. Papsavant had long besn convinced of the
noed o & semlnary in Chlcego, A early =a the oixties ho had already ;
begm Lo pray and plan for it. When the Genoral Council mot in 1869 he |
pronchod o sermon in which he ploedsd vo foarcibly for such an institubtlon
that, a% the camp conventicn, Dr. Charles P, Kranth put forth & resolution
that ¢he General Cowoil toks the necossery sieps towaxrds tho establish- ‘l"‘

ment of such an ius't;ttutimhz'h

Dagpito the aloption of this regolution,

it was aob unsil 1951 that the lnstitubtion wag lucorporated, end it was

nob opensd Tor gtudents watil 1393. Since 1510 this seminxey has besn

located ab Mopwood, o suburb of Chicago, and hes asxved tho territory : ,
gbouat Chicege and tho Nortlnmsi,.

The English spric in various laxgs olblos was alwyn of intevess o

Passavant. He watchsd with Interest the offorts of Rovs A. D. Hawpt; &
yowdz pastor lahoring im iimmespolis. Houpt cawe to the conclusion vhat |
The Nopo of the Iutheran Chrareh in English in the NHorthwest rested in the
gashoring ia of the young, and bullding the Cioh with entively new
mabeorlal, Thirty yeacs later thiis comclusion was verifiod by the Faot
that comparatively fow of the ucmbora of the Zaglizh Lutheran congregation
hore could trace thelr aucestry to Lutheran stook oouing to the Nortiwost

From J.’annsylvaaﬁe.. eni othwr Luthoran atutea.ks

It 1z a owprioing fact that although Passavent had fomded & hospital

in Ohtcago in 1855, snd Snglish services were hold there Irom th:ts tims om,
thero wan no self-supporting congrogation in Chicago undil 1837.  Also
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surprising iz the fact that there wis not ons Englich Iutheran oongrega-
tion in any of the oltlos of Wisconsin bofore 1890. This seems strango
ainoe Passavant hal foumdod a hospitel 2m Milwaukeo in 1863, But Milwaun-
Ise vas & Geaman olty, and wag not rosdy for tho Eaglish laauags.'T

It wvan ab Passavont's suggestion that Rev. A. Reok was sent to Cin-
cimnati and thet Epglish Luthoran work was bogun there. In 1841 Passa-
vent poached et Wheellng, Weat Virginla, and wes deeply imparessed with
the noed of an Englich mission there. Though work vwas dslsyed for a tims,
i1t was leter begun there $00. During the swmasr of 1841 ho also begam to
agltate for em Eaglish chwch in Lounisville, mmw.“'a

Pagsavant's interest in Euglish work also extended far enough to
cover St. Iouis. Inmhghemtadﬂn‘b'ﬂmmhﬂmof%.m“n
63,381 an'inzronse .‘infqm'yaarsofa'f,m. B> exolaima:

And yot no Eaglioh Lutheran Chmrohi Meubers end femilies

censbantly moving there frva cur citles, towns, and ohuchos

in the Hast, and no provision made for their spiritual valfugé

0, vhom will the Church of the Roformation ewaks to her duty.

. Although the leaders of the Swedish Augustena Synod wore bern and
edwated in Swoden, they sova caught Passavant's vision ani sew the mesd
of the use of the English lanzaage in the service of the Cimxch. They
Enow that this wonld bo a nocessity as soon a3 there were those to whom
English vas more femilier then the lsngmage of their fathers. Norelius
8aw the need of puvely English congrogations in the cities end towms of
the west when many others ridiouled end opposed them. Realizing tho

!WMO: Pe 996 G
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dmportance of having ax Imglish professor in their seminawy, the men of
the Augusten= Symcd turned to Pagsavant for advice, asking hin to rsccm=
nmend a sultebls wman for the chalr, FPassavent's coungsel resulted in the
appointmont of the Rove. H, Rock to the chalr of English of the newly
established Augustens Collegs and Theologlosl Seminayy.”°

The Hortinreat Synod: A Drean Coamd Tras

Pazgavant lived long enough to seo hls dyeam of an jhglish synmod in
the Forthwest falfilled, Ia 1891 the "Baglish Symod of the Horthwest™
wvas organized, end joined il Generel Counecil in 1893, ".zhuaym:l.-befn:mw

Pasgavrent's death.51 The firet president of the Synod of the Horthwest

_wag the Rev. G. H. Gerberiing who was bora Auguat 21, 1847 in Pittsburgh,

less than o year hefore Passavant bsgan publishing The Migsiopery in thak
same city. Gerboxding vecoived his classical training at Thiel Gollego,
amioa1vmohmnmmabymm, From Thiel Gerberding went
to Huhlenbeng College, Allsmbowa, Fenmsylvenis, and then campletod ks
aministeriel stwiies at the Philadelphia Seminary. Ha wes ondaiued in
1876 =nd sorved conzregations from that time until 1894, when he was
callod to be Professor of Practical Theology et the Chloago Sewinary,
another institution embnmwmm.ﬁ That the 1ife end work
of Pasgavamn; seomsd important o this first vrosident of the Synod of the

mmm, Sp. m., P 85-
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Horithwost cun be zoon by the publication of The Life and Istters of H. A.
Pagsavant, B. D., ono of Gerberding's bost knowm yublications.

The work wvhiclh Passavant carrled on jJust provious to and during his
woniberahip in the Gensral Cowacil has had far reaciiing influonse upon the
Iathowan Chuxeh In Amdpdca. He gave heart to thono who could not deoido
whather to leeve the Gensral Smod or leave that group, and showed them
them propey courss of action., Once itmdooidsdtofumthecemmw_z_l,
Comasil ho played on Importent part in 1bs organization. He hielped formm-
Iate ite constitetion, took part in procwring its charior, sorved on its
Comnibtos for the Maglish Churoh Book end ook chexrge of its Hows Mission
voris, Ho served as advicor eni cowmmellor to individuals end groups and
&t tho eams tims seorved as co-oditor of The Iuihoren and Missionswy. He
lemt coungel and ald 0 the Chicago synod and helpsd bring 1t Into the
Gonersl Council. He nppealed to the cimxch in behalf of the Scandinavien
brothrsn in the Ualtod States and helpod them fod the Augustena Symod.
When this growp split dnto Swedish end Horwsglen sogaento in 1870, he
slded both groups, bringlng the Svedish Augustana Synod into the Gemeral
Comnoil, end almost sucoseding in doing tho eams with the Horveglan grouy.
He furihered the clmrch'c imterest in inglish mission work and thus holped
save many poople for the Lutheran Church. Ho fomded Thisl College end
the (hicago Seminary, making 1% posuibi!stwmmsmnofﬂwhubhom
ohurch to receive & olassical enl ministerial tvaeining, swolling the ranks
of the Lutheran mindstry, in twrn holping tho ohurch to oomserve many
people who would have joinsd other dencminations.
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GHAPTER V
PASSBAVART AND "MISSOURTL."
Barly Storm Varminga

The firet Imown personnl contast betwoen Pessavant and the Missowrd
Synod procedurs ook placo in Dacenbor, 1856, whom {he prolininary con=
vgsn'i';lon of the Geonoral Comcil was held at Beading, Pemsylvania. Pasbtor
Jd, A, Mooller wms the Mimsounsi Sawd reezentaiive al i;hi::: woeting, and
although ho wizs on none of $he comrittoes appointed by tho preliminary +
gomventlon of the General Councll; he dovhtless had en cpportwiity Lo
no0% the men fron Pittebhurgh, W. A. Passavant. If the two did not strike
up en ecqualnbence &b that tims, then Pagsavent missed his only oprortwity
to have pergonsl woriking comtact with the men from "Mimsouri.” When the
Counoll held its £Lrat veguler convention in Fork Wayne the following
yeaxr, the Missowuri Synol 414 not sent delegntes, though its delegates to
the meliminery convention hed wnited in tho sdoption of tho Funiamsntal
Principles, o confespional statement dvawn up by €. P. Kranth =nd sdopted
by the General c‘onnoil.l

The msn who joined the Gemeral Comacil hed roceived en early waraing
of Hissourl's position over agaiust groups which wexw not entirely artho-
dox, Evea before the Council was called into being the olwwch papers of
tho Missouri Synod expressced regrot that the Ministoriuwm of Pennsylvanie

15, E. oonsentora Roomentary Mstory of the Geperel, Gomell of she |
Eyangslicel Luthexan Church in Norkh Americs (Shiladelpnia: Genoral ccm:a-_“7L A
cil wal::atim Houne, 1912 ,np. 131. '
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had not immodietely withdraym from the General Synod at the Pottatowm
conventlon in 196, Tho delegntion of the Ministeriun had loft the
Pottatomm conventlon es = jrotest ageinst tho liberel moves made by the
Gameral E.‘-:,'n.cxl..ie Paggaveni in particular should have knowa the attituies
which Walther, the wesident of tho Missowri Synod, had toward the Gsneral
Synod or eny cyncdical grbuy which was not foundod on & strict confessional
basis. Walther khad been overjoyed when he wes told that the Pittaburgh
Synod, wadex the L-'c-;dcrsmp of Paspavent, éecided not to join the General
Synod in 1948 Lecmuse of $he Gemerel Gynod's lmx confessiomal besis.d
When, however, the Pltisburch Synod, at its 1856 couveniiom, passed several
woak sounding resolutions cozcerning the Augsburg Confession Welthexr tore
then apart, espscially the resolution vhick siated thet the Pittsburgh
Synod accepied the Augsbwrg Confession "rightly interproted.” Walther
pointed oub thet through the yeers thore heve been meny who have accapted
the Confousion with that reservetion, only to go astyey in‘their teaching
because they did mot take o more determined stend of ke Augustena. Accomd~
ing to Welther, restrioting the Augsburg Confessicx led to moro ubuses ‘than
doing complately withoub 1t."

Because ths Mizsouri Synod did not send a delogation to tho Fort
Wayne comvention in 1867 the men of that eynod explainsd thelr soticn by
steting that they could not jJoim in an official couvemtion with any grouy

mtil the polnts of dissgresasat wexe removed. As a yesult the msm of ths
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Higaoari Tymod woquested that froo conferences bo hold outside official
conventions.” ey Telt thmb the ywoblems should be setiled £irst, and
non-essentials cowld Ve telmn care of in later conventions. 3But there
wore mon in the (eusral Council, Passovant veing wmsonyg them, who el
thet such rmedicotion and petohing m_mt'm done from the inside out.
Pagsavant folt that the varlows cynols must come togethor in official Ll
capaoity, Joln in an organizetion and then mattuslly solve their mbleml.

&g early as Janwsry, 1856 Walthor had printed erticlss 1n Iehwo wnd
Mebry requasting the mn of the East to woot with the Misscuwel Synold in
ires confercnces., These e coulferonses wore to be composed of all
thoso synods whiich "conscileubioucly vocolvo the Augsbueg Confossion.”
PThrovgh such officiel weotings dooctrinal provlems cowld be soived bhelure
the mymods Joiued in an official arganlzation. Pascavant hoped that free
conferencos would follow in time so that there wonld fimally bo a whole
nebtwork of them sureading over the ontixo natica., Howover, 2o felt that
1% wes far o0 early for such conforvnces in the year 1856, so mothing
waa done to bring the Mesourd Synod snd the Géneral Bynod to & discmasica
ta'bla.ﬁ

Wow in 1866 the Mlscowrl Synod was sgain egitating for freo confer-
ences, this time with wen of the General Council, The Council xvplied \]L
that it would set aside tiws during 1to conventlons Tor such confoxences.
Walilier end the prosidents of 1he Hissourl Synod's four distriots Felt that

they cowld nob accopt such a proposal, As a result of the ettitulss of

SW, OD. g_i_;_b_.; De 156-,
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both sides coxrsspoaleonce was broken off, anl within a few yeurs after
the Council vag orgenized thers wvas no more offiocial contach botwosn that
group and the Miosourd S;‘rr:-:;:l...r

The Mipsouri Synol stood on a atrlot confaazlonnl bdasls and fommd It
hard %0 underatand vhy the Gensral Cowncil could not agroo with its posi-
tion. JActuelly, it io surpeioiang that tho (ouacil oven deoideld %o alainm
accophanse of tho Auzsburg Confession. 3By avsapiing tho Auzastana as &
gtatemsnt of tholr falth they had gon9 a long wwy In leaving the liberal
viows of the General Synod behind them. Passavantts old teacher, Salumoksr
had welbton:

o consliderable or wespsctable Luthoxan Synod or sonvenilon of

Luthoran ninisters in this country ever passsd a rosolution

and prbiished 1t; ackaowledglag the anthoplity of the Toxuwer

gyaboliocal books ofm:roh'mkinuwmy, or any of them as
bivding on them and on all who would walte with thelr body,

mﬂlitmdmvxﬁmnthomm:emwmem
Synode In ths Yogt.

With this thought In nind we can undorstand the abttituds of the Genezal
Comoil sowaml tho siwiot ortholoxr position held Ly the Missowrl Syuod
waich would not allow for disorepancies in ths doctrinal poaltion of ang
Luthoran synod. :

The Missowri Synod was not tho oaly group which counld not coms to
an agreemont with the Gonsral Councll. Tho Joint Synod of Chio, the
Gexmen Synod of Yowa, suni the }Mimesota Syacd had nisgivings ebout the
oeganization uhich was bheing formed. When the Jowe Synod prosonted e

TMWZ'&; ﬂ. mlj pl 161- -_,—.
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conservative resolution on followmhip an? commmion to the Comncil, only
to have it rojected, Hoyer, the oll friond of Paszavant, and heal of the
Mimmesots dolegation, was mimg those vho lodged = protest agalnst this
ant-ion.g

English Misslons: A Sluggish Glant

The Cerman oymods of the Tathewen chuch in Anewice tended to be
more congervellve thon the Englich symods. Joshe's attitude wec thet the
| Epplieh Lnthorans of the Bast had departed from Liatheranism vhen they

departed Teom the Germmn Izwmn.:,m.m

Thic peneval attiiude may have teen
rrovalent in the Misczonrl fyned else, for tlm.:\a vas mn insistence that the
Gerpan: lenguese be vsed in the Migaourd Smedfe theological rexineries.
At the +ime 6f the cornsrctone leying for the old seminary in Salnt Louis,
one of the eyeckers romarked emong cthor things thet the school was "nok
ouly en innidtuiion for troining servents of the church, but alcc o school
In which were %o bo fostered German art and leerning In the distant Qcol-
dent of the new warli'.."n
Pt in $ime the attitwle of the Missowri Synod towaxd the English
langness began to chanzs. Tn 1907 President Pleper of Conoordle Seminary
in Seint Touls steted that If a postor wes not familiae wilh the English

lenguase hie uwsefulness for ohmarch work was impairsd. By the year 1912

20chaenford, op. git. pp. 161 £.

100ax Meno1ahegen, Surrenders %o Farces of Oou-

Aworioan Lutheranism :
::ﬂ_ﬂﬁiﬂ J}lthanué Goorgia: The Univexsity of Gecrgia Division of Publica~-
ons ; 3 Pa 3,- :
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the Walthor Lezague of the Missouri Synod declared that both the Gerzan and
thoﬂnglishlamm@amtobamqgmaedaawﬂommmtw.m

One xeason fowr the changing attitude of the Missouri Synod toward
the fnglich langnage may be found partly in the English missica work
carried on by tho Geneyal Councll. Under tho leadorship of Passavant the
Counoll vas csviying on ite Englich missions in the Hortlnest. Walls the
Englinh missionaries of the Cowmoil wezo as a rule on the best of terms
with other Luthoran pastors, the Missourians in Saint Panul tended to loock
aglance ot the Eaglish worl, because they wore not especially ia love with
the Counsil. But bscause of the work the Gowmsil wes doing in thab olty
tho Synodicel Conference, of vhich the Misgowrl Syuod wis & part, began
Englioh mipsion vork in Saint Paul for fear that the Oomnoil would gain
all their youmg peopls. Trabert feols that if the Gensral Council ocmmit-
t29 hed not made the beogluning, it wonld heve boen & qusstion vhethsr
there would bave beon any Inglich mission work doao in Saint Faul for
anothorquarte:.nemm.n

While the Gonsral Council's Englick mission work in Saiunt Paul may
have been the cnuse of the Missourl Synol Eaglish work in that oity, it
i8 not true that Counoil IEnglish work caused the general shift to Inglish
that has takon plane in the Missouwrl Synod since that tims, It is doubit~
mmtharmmvmturmm_cmﬂmmW&hatodouth
. the beglmings of English preaching end church work among the Micsouri

mﬁeoraa Honxy Trebert, (Paila-

: English Iuthoraniom in tho
delphia: General Counoil Publication House, 191]%; o £.
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Syaod Iathorans in Pittsburgh, evon though that was Passavaat's homs town.
Migsourl Synod Inglish esxrvicos began in Pittsbuigh cn Bepteaber 22, 1885,
vhien the Revercud Frederick Brand condusted English services in Saint
Panl's Iutheran olarchk. From this time on Bnglish services wore held on
Sundey moralngs and evenings in one of thie rooms of SBaint FPaul's sc:?l:«:m:»:l..:l']i

Although . the Eaglish word in Pittcburgh i one of the earlior signs
of IEnglish movemsnts in the Missomri Synod,; Walther's contaots with the
Boglish lenguoge in churchss comneoctod with the Missourd Synod took place
twolve yearz bafore that tiws. In 1872 Walthor travelad %o Cravelion,
Misgourl, to moeh with Inthorans of the Temnosses Synod wio had comy to
Gravelion from North Carolina. This conference, held farom August 15 to
20, 16872, and this wemote place in the Ozsrks vere in reality the mothior
and the birthplase of the Paglish Syned of Missouri, and 1ts susceasor,
tho English Distrioh, It would havo beon interesting to have heaxd tho
sermon whiok Valihey peooched during the coavention. As Walther proashsd
in Geyman, Mosor, ono of the losdors of tho Gravelton setilemomt, trans-

latsd the sermon into Engifsh. If Walther had not gome Yo visit theso mom,

1ikoly theoir group would have ended in the United Luthersn Churoh, the

Bugcousor of the Semmosueo Synod, and English work in the Missowri Synod

might have been pushed ofi for yeam.ls

walﬁarmﬂhmrmbbmhﬂthmmmﬂmmmm
mmmmatwtommmnmsv.mmmmm

1!"'%9 Birth of the English District in Pittsbureh,” Conocomiia Histori-

cal Institute Quarterly, XXII (Jamuary, 1930), 151.

‘1aed 0. Stoin end H. Willies Lieske, "0l4 Gravelton Revisited,” Come
cordis Historics) Institute Quartezly, XX (January, 1948), 162 ff.
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by means of Dootor S. L., Haxkey of the General Synod. Though Walthsr was
far in advance of his bretlnen of the Missouwrl Synod as far as Englich
work was crmserned, ho elloved the difficultles comscted with the estabe
Iishment of Eaglish pxeaching in Baiut Iouls to cause him to put off deal-
ing with the peoblen until & more convoniont time. Despite this fact, he
was the {iret man vho made an offort toward tho establishwont of an
Eaglich Latheorsu chuwoh in S%int Iouls. He ionted tho Hall of the Sani-
vary Gommissicn for the purposo of holding an English service in 1%, pub-
liched the notice in all the German and Englich daily papers off Saiunt
Iouis, had it amwounced in all the German churchas of tho Misgowi Symod
in saint Icuis, took Harisy in his owa cerriago to Dse sum of the paople
who wore favorable o the entorprise, and fimally ook Harkey to the hall
in his carriage. Beoauss the attondenco was so siim Walther made only a
focbls atiempt to establisk an Snglich chwroh in Saint Louls, sad in tlue
the project ceased complotely.

Ths vexy earliost offort $o establish au Eaglish congregation within
tho bounds of the Mlagouri Synod was bogun in 185% by membors of old
Saint Paul's in Baltlmors, the oity ia which Passavani held ils f:lrat
chargos. A fow of the wembers of Saint Paul's eddvessed & commmication
%0 their follow church membexrs on April 28, 1854, requesting cocpsration
in the forming of em Englich ohuroh. The assistanco was glven, and
English work progrecsed wntil the Civil Wer csused the oomgregation to be
disrupbed end disbonied in 1865. Ton yoars later, in the yosr 1875, the

]5 [ ]
8. L. Harkey, "Peraonal Recollections of ¢. F. W. Walther," Concordia
Historical Jostitute Guerterly, XVIT (Ostober, 194), 92 £.
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'Enalish. church was again reorganized amd subsequently becams the mother
of the Ohio Synod congregations in snd arownd Baltimore..!

Whils other morbers of the General Council mey have had misgivings
gbout the Missowri Synod, Passavent was ready to help that group, just
as he helpad other Iutheran bodies in nced. When Welther sant out a ple=
for contributions ©o help tuild the semiznary in Saint Louis » Pagsavent
sent a contridution of one dollar to further the oause.w VWhile this
Ry seem & very small amount, we must keep in mind that determinaticn
and faith vhieh Passavant had vhon working on bullding projects. He hed
sont one dollar to Pastor Muehlhauser in Milwaukee and instructed him to
bogin plamning for the hospital vhich was later to be organized in that
oity. Thie did not sesm unusual to I’assavant_ for he had begun plans for
his firet hoopital after recelving a contribution of twenty-two cents.lg

As further proof of his desire to sssist in the construstion of the
Bzint Louis seminary, Passavant printed an encouraging editoria]i in The
Missionary during tho sams month in which he sent his contributlon %o
Walther. The ariicle closed with & brief commsnt on the seminery's firat
professor. This early article gives us soms insight into Passavani's
attitude toward Valther at the tims:

1.\11 who are acquainted with the cheracter end writings of

Prof. Walther, however they may differ from his doctrinal
positions, will fresly accord to him all these qualifications

vhich ono ocoupying so importent a position should possess.
The unenimity of his election, is sufficient evidence of the

17 »1 Synod,"
H. B. Hommeter, "Early English Mission Efforts in the Missour 2
Concordia Historicel Institute Quarterly, XI (October, 1938), 6T £.

 Brpyyrongen,” Dox Lutheraner, VI (December 27, 1849), T2. 7

196. H. Gerberiing, Life and Letters of W. A. Passavant, D.D. (Green-
ville, Pa: The Young Lutheram Co., 1906), p. 389.
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confidence vhichahe go eminently enjoys among his brethren
in the ministry.

Whatever Pagsavent's real imner attitude toward Walther amd the Mis-
sowrl Synod was, he favored any person or group laboring to build up the
Latheren Zion. He Pollowed the moves of the Misscurl Synod with imtexest,
taking note of the graduating classes of :its seninaries, publishing
chenges of address for its pastors, and publishing such nswe items as

the consecration of a Missourl Synod church and the dedication of & new
wing of the seminary in Saint Louis.al ‘ s 1
The geminary in Fort Weyne also attracted his attention. In 1849 |
he wrote that of twenty students at the aendnary:inrorhwm, seven
were supported by one church, amd that a society to support ministerial
students was branching out into all the Missowrd Bsnna..aa Seeing the
detexmination of the "old Lutherans" of the Missouri Eynod to train up a
well-educated clergy, Passavent could not.but admive their efforts. He
Imev that it took consecrated effort to caxry on the seminary projects
such es the Missouri Synod was prouocting, end he called the work "exertions"
end "sacrifices,” Passavant hold this spirit of gself-gacrifice up before
the church in hopss thattheemphofthelﬂumlsmdmm "prevail
in all portions of our zs.on."23 When Bihler's. church in Fort Wayne made
a generous offering to the seminary in thet oity, Passavant wrote, "I.et

20"Remova1 of & Mozogical Seminary,” The Missionary, II (December,
1849), 97.

2-:""t‘.'h:-:‘.S'Iﬁa:'.u Edunatioﬁ,“ Ibid., III (September, 1850), 65.
22 oprigtien Education,” Ibid., IV (Jeausry, 1851), 1.
23 oruroh Tntelligence,” Ibid., IX (Maroh 13, 1856), 26.
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not the exssple of these yoor Germans be lost upom meny of owr wealthy
congrogations, who give 1littlo or mothing to the cause of the Reﬂ.eml“a

In Iater years Passavant wrote sbout the dedication of a now semi-
navy building in Ssint Touis, Ho recalls an oid artiols which 1w had
read in ths Anzeigsy deg Wegtoms advertising the 1ittle log cabin semi-
nayy in Porry Comty. From this hwmible beglming eprang the "new” semi-
nary bailding in Saint Touis, whloh wos, according to Passavant, “"the
mott compleote socleniastical struoture in the Lutheren Church of America,
and & noble romument o ito Dvangelioal falth." Passavent felt that 1ts
influsnoes wonld bo far-roaching and would serve to guioclren all other
movemonte in the Iutheran Chawoh to imorease facllitles for tralning mesn
25 :

for the minmtotry.
" Casper Branm: The Comecting Link

While Passavant could only view the actions of Mispouri from far off
Pittoburgh Por the greater part of his 1ife, wo lmow that he hod oue end
perhaps two definite secondary cowtasts with the Missowri Smod. The

i —
f1vat contaot wos the Reverend Casper Bromn, who vas commiasionsd by the

Httsbwghsmodtomasmimvtommmm. Braum
had received his ministsrial treining at the Baglor lfissionshaus in
Switzerland, and for a tims sorved congregations in Pemsylvania. 3Bscauso
of » plea made by G. T. Gmhnar,an!ssimavmmmwnttom
by the SBynod of Horth Carolina the yser boforo, Brewn was choson for the

otmreh Trter1igence,” I, X1 (Fuly 1, 1838), p. 0.

“gerberding, op. gites P 353-
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fileld in Toxag and w23 ooon on his wey. TFor soms timo after his arriwval
in Houston in 1851, Bram was in contact with Passavant, sending hin
notloes of tho progress of nission work 1a Toxas snd tolling Possavant "i‘ 1
of tho difficvities ho wag encomtorinz in the Houston mimian.as
Five nonths aitex Braun's amprival in Honston, five man arrived thers
from the St. Chrischona Tnstltute located noar Basle, Switzerland. These

ron had boen zont 45 work among the spiritually dsstiiute Germans in

Texas, and having no plase to atey while in Housion, they all lodgsd ab ‘
Bramn's cabin until they begin branching out into various parts of Texas.
Bofore they loft Houston, these mem asseonbled w.t'bh' Bramwn at the Preshy-
torfen ohurah in Youston ani formed tho Fizet Evangelical Iutheran Synod |
of Texas on Hoverber 10, 1951, electing Brexm £irat president. Following
the exammplo nol by othor missionardies sent out by Passavant end the Plits-
burgh Synol, Bramn used the constitution of the Plttshurgh Synod es & ~L
undel for the constitution of ths Texas Syzod. Ons Intereating chonge
wag mado in the original comstitution: wundew the isadership of Brama the
Teoxas Synod accopted all the wnaltersd sysbolical books as foumd in the
Bosk of Conoord of 1380.°1

In the years following ths formation of the Texes Synod Bremn
remained in contach with Passavant. During his firet two years in Texas
the Sunday school of St. Johm's English Intheran chwrch in Phalladelphie

contributed to Braun's salayy. Tn 1854, vhen he was having trowbls rals-
1nsmwshma'toﬂniahhisohmhmm,3mmmﬂaaMph

26, --Houston Mission," The Missionavy, IV (August, 1851), 53.

27 p i ' Intheranism in Houston, Texas,"
m;;gri_;wp E“;sw' mgem! ’Emﬁ@:mmm wﬁ VXIOVI (July, 1953); Fhe Sr
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Permoylranie o eppeal for fimin. The trlp seemz to have been muocasaful,
Tor acon alier Braw's retwm to Houston the ohmech tuilding was complsted.
During tha triy to Pawagylvents Bramn took two yomg boyn to Pescavant's
ormhanngzo. Yhen yellow fover stk the comgregation in Houston in 1856,
Braw conbacted Pasoayand sgain and eont orphaned childwen of his congre-
gatlon Lo Pittaburgh o bs cared for by Ba.ms.mt.aa

When his £lvst prosidential term lapsed Bram wes ye-olected prasi-
dount of the Texas Syani, and seonz £o have been o leading light in that
aynnd Tor moveral yoars. Recauss Braun dicagreed with aoms of the actlons
of the Fenersl fowncil and the Temas Syod, he withdrew fwon that growp
and bugan dealings with the Missourd Eynod. ¥For nine yeaxws he mads no
nove Lo join ths Mispowrd Syaod. A% tho Westera District convention of
1876 1n Salnt Towls in theerly pardt of May, Bramn ves sccepted after a
colloguy 22 en adviscry meubor of the Missowrd Synod. His friendly xela-
tions with the Missourd Synol onded throe yoars leter when he was told
to leave his congrogmiion hecauss his meubers did not feel he was iteach-
ing the iwath, After a Aisputs over the metber, Brewn left the MHissowrd
Syaod snl nover sgaln Tejolnsd 4het growp. Desplts the fast thut he did
not Pemain in the Mlasowrl Synod for.a very long time, he did pla=y an
fmportont part In Misscwd Synod Intheraniem in Texas in that he wvas the
Man wiho kept Housten open for the Missouri Synod, end caw to 1t that

29
yastors of that oyaod were loosted nesrby.

2aIbid.., m,. 56 7.
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Nimmegots: Comor Ground

The fraits of the labors put forth hy Passavant and Esyer in Minne-
sote wore elmost oowplotely reapsd by tho Bymodical Conferemcs, It is
Interesting to noto that vhen Passavant made his first trip to Salnt
Paul in August, 1856, a romesantative of the Missowri Synod was in
Minnsgota to Invontigate the advisabllity of establishing & mission aumong
the Chippowa Indians of that state end to look up opsnings for mission
work auong tho Germen Lutherans. This mam was Ferdinmnd Sievers of
Frealenlnst, Hishigan., Thees two msn, Sievers of the Missowi Synod,
ond our friond from the Pittsbhurgh Synod, Willlam Alfred Passavant,mmy
have passsd each other on the streets of Rod Wing or Baint Panl, each
unsvers of tho other's resence.>’

VWhilo t¢he tilp which Sievers mado to Minnesota wag profiteblo, he
fouad that thore were fewor Luthorans in Minmesota than had been oxpeatad.
He did suooved, Lowaver, in orgenising & oongregation in Jiunespolis on
the basis of tho Symbolical Books. This group wes the boglmaing of the
oldast Mizsouri Synod o:;mption 1 Mimmesota. Sievers also visited -
ang,mxmnmmmmm,Mmotmﬁm
oimmlwwm“mmmwusamm. Bor Sievers auo-
minmthwiugafulnﬁmaﬂhﬂamiumﬂdﬂhﬁbm
commmion. This mummmmmomum with Slevers,
acoepted m,mw_ﬂmmmmamumﬁ’-

3%gtnor Aibotmmyer-Solin, “vo Interesting Visitors in Salnt Paul

”w';i)nsgvswts 1555s M&MMM IV (Juiy,

31m.’ P. 41,
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Tho beginnings whioch Pasgavent made in Mimmesote were mmoh more suc-
cessful, and by the yeer 1850 Passavant's remosentative mlﬂm,
Father Hoyor, hed called a convention to meot at Rsd Wing for the purpose
of ' forming the Minawsota Bynod. It was Heyer who advised Zrinity Jongroga-
tioa of Baint Paul %o call J. E. Sielker of West Craavills, Wisconsia, to
sorve them in 3867. Vhen Heoyer permsnontly retired the noxt year, Sileler
becams rosident of the Mimmssota Synod. With the coming of Bielmr the
spirit of Missourl cmtered tho Mimnesota Synod. Sisker favored wniom or
oooperation with Missowmd, drow poachers from that synod, drought his
gynod out of tho Gensral Commeil and in 1872 had 1% Join the nowly orgem-
1202 Synodleal Gonfercnse.® Tims by meens of the Byaodlcal Gonforenco
the Mizsourl Bynod has succeeded in reaping tho bensfits of the labors of
Pespavant and Heyer ia behalf of Germen missions in Kinneaots.

Today two Synodicul Conference pariches stand as monuments to Heyexr's
lebors. On Juns 17, 18466 a fine brick chwroh buillding was dedicated ia
¥ow Ulm, Mimnscota, as the Evangslioal Imtheren-Reformed Saint Psul's
Church. Todsy thls congrogation foumdod by Hoyer 1s a stroug parish of
tho Wisconsin Synod.>S Oa Bundsy, the thimd of December, 1848, just six
monthe after Passavent bogan publioation of The Missionary, Trinity Luthsren
German church of Pittaburgh was dediocated. This congregation too was founded

Wm,mmmasmpﬂlhofthmmw.ﬂ

Ppgthor Abbetnsyor-Selks, "Fhe Beglmiings of the Germen Luthorsn
Ohurohes in Mimnssots,” Gonamiis Hatorical Tnstituts Quarterly, IX
(Jemuary, 1930), 112.

335, xuim, Geschichte dsr Minnesota-Synols wod flex Gemoinden
(8t. Iouis: Iouls Langs n%mnm Compeny , n-ﬁa . L.

3""ot:mocsu.-lﬂ;!.c:u:u of the Hew Gexman Lutheran Ohwxoh, Pittchurgh, Pa.,"
The Missionary, I (December, 1848), 92.
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Boolng thie workc vhich the Missouwrl Synod was doing among emigrants
to Minsourl i 1849 end 1850, Passevent wrote in The Misslopery that ths
Wasouri Synol wea tho oaly group doing mission work in thet territory,
and appealed Lo tho ciwnohes of the Gemeral 8mod %o gend workers to
Baint Lonls, Pagsavant kasyw the importanse of a oity cush &s Saint louls
and celisd it “the gate to the West." The samo issus of The Missionavy
carried an aocount of the Missouri Eynod convention wiich had been held
In Fort Wayns, the sccowyt being quoted from the Iuthewen Observer. The
writer notes with purprise that there wore already sixty-ous ministers in
the Minoourl Synod, stabting that althongh the Missouri Syaod is dut thxee
Yyears old, it is tho lsrgost Lutheren synod in the coumtry. FPassavani's
attitude towands the Missowrl Synod et this time msy be roflected in this
oxoeyy: ehout the iiesomrl Synod which he also quoted from the Luthoran
Ohgoxyen:

Ve umost ecxrnestly wish they could descend from their isolated

position end mingle moxe fraternally with those whoms they now

recognize es “other Iutheran synods.” We wish they could bepd L

from thelr constrainod stiffnecs end havmonize eclesiastically - h[

with men who sincere 5wlah thom woll, and vho world love %o

co~opsrate with them.

Tn 1852 Pagsavant edded en editorial of his ova making in vhich he
belsbors the Yexclusivensss emi uwnpariopablo oue-sldedness” of the Mis-
souri Syaod. Desplio his conmdemnation of the Missowrl Synod's attitudos,
Passavanb egain expressed his ainiration of the work which tho Missowrl
Synod was carrying ons

Tho activity of these brothren in establishing fnstitutions of
oty and gmn!ng-—in edusating pastors and teachers--in

35';1!& Cerman Synod of Missourli and Adjecent States,” Ibid., IIX
(Jamery, 1850), 6.
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carrying on iMisgions smonz our Western Indlans--in priating,
Iapurting and clrculating good hocks among thedr psopls--in
gathering ocongregations and exeoting chuxches, emid poverty,
indiffervence, metorialiom, rationaliem, atholgm, and devile
doa of every hno and form s teuly wondexful.
To show that he has no desire to be bitter toward the Missourd Synod he
adds this item at the endi of the editorinl, tolling tho »eadexw that com-
Erivatlons for the support of the seminary at Fort Wayne could be sent to 7

Dostor Sihlor in Fort Wayne.

Dew Iuthepapor, The Missionaxy end Isixe wnd Hehre

When Passavant began publication of Tho Mlmsiopery, Walthex took
note of this cotlon in an editorlal in Der Iutheruner. Walther was vexy
noncommittal in his opinion of Tho Missiopery, morely stating that 1t
would bo pubiichod monthly in the intexest of misaions. This roview was
closed with & mwayer that Passavent ani his papor might bo of much sex-
vice to the Iautheren Cinuch, and Chedist ituM.ST

While Pasgavent did not print meny roviews on Walther's publications,
he d1d express his opinions more openly than Walther had. Although Passe-
vaut hod definite negative opinions about some of the articles writien in
Der Intherenor, ko folb thet 1t was by fer the most sble Germsa gaper in
the ok, 3 When the firet lsouss of Iehre mnl Wehwe nypesred, Pasce-
vaut also took note of this publication, saying that it "appoars as the
edvooate of the peculiar trloktusg' of that boly." But he softencd his

BE“W Inielligence,” Ibld., V (m: 1852), 37.

HMorpne Missionayy," Dex Imtherenor, IV (Felruary, 1848), 95.
38ugour Germean Cloh Papors,” The Missionary, JI (February, 184%9), 13,
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blows by comwnbing that Lehre wnd Helwe is edited by Welthor “vith loarn-
ing and cbiithy.™ Vhen he again made moto of Lele und Wehwe in 1859,
Pagzavent's attituds tovard Walther and his publications seems to have
hardonsd & it more:

Sevoral of thozo pupors aro weitten with mich ability, end ave

woll wowrthy of porusal. We regrot, thoroforu, tho more, that

we a0 obligod to may, that the spirit of this Review has not

Tmproved--and that 1t8 Juigments are often not caly grossly .

wmoharitebls, bub somtimss wholly onsalded, end even watias.

In 1885 Passavani, who wes recovoring from a severs iliness, was told that
Walthor had written an atieck on tho Emigrant Houso, ons of Fagsavant's
Institutions of mercy. Pagsavant vas doterminsd to wrlto Walther poraon-

¥, Wb was told by friends that Walthor was et the tlms near deeth.
This attack was & ditter stroks to Passavant who exclaimsd: "Oh, how
wmttorably sed that good mon can come under the Inilusnse of partlsen
and, pavty opirdt and do sush umworthy m::,gs.l']‘

Pagsavent was not cao to zemain bitter for long. On the fiftieth
emiversary of Walther's ordination in 1887, Passaveni wrote an artiols
2bowt Walther in the Worigem, o paper which ho had established in 1881,
Passavent stated thet Cerman Protestantism wes indobied, wnder God, more
to Walthey then any ome o189 in tho nimotsenth century. Passavent also
folt that Walthor's testimony for fundemsntal truth, toaching tho living

venter Justitication by faith in Chrlst, was novhsre to be excsedsd in
Sallness and strength.’® Although Welther passed avay in 1887, Passavant

39“Ghmh Tnkelligence,” Ibid., VIIX (Maxoh, 1353), 20.

!'0"00.!' Book Teble," Ibid., IV (Jenmwary 27, 1859), 3.

“aemmng, on. cit., v. 499.

he;gg., p. 928,
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wag still voiing in tho Gensrel Counoil conventions for fvse conferences __(_

in hopes thed both the Goueral Synod ani ths Missowsl Synod would take
part in the conferences end thus como %o & botter mdorstanding of each
othera shortoomings.’> ALl his efforts to bring this to pass wers of
no avall, anfl Passavant died twenty-four years befors the Gemeral Synod
and the Gonoral Council wnitod to firom the United Imtheran Church of
America.

"I'm Golng Homo™

The last ten yoarn of Passavant's life waye ag busy and constructive
as any of his early yeara had hoen. After serving as co-sditor of the
Iuthoyen snd Mtssionary for nearly twenty yosrs, thers aross a miswador=
stending with the mansgement of that paper, and for several years Fassa-
vani; 414 no editorial work. Bubt becauso ho foli that there should be
anothey Tatheren papor on the market which wonld be cheapsr then the
others and thus clxoulabs mave widely, he launched the Horkesn on Febru-

awy 17, 1831, after mwoh prayer snd earnest comsultation with his most

_‘trusted friends, The Pormat of the Horkman was mmch like that of the old

Missionary, and the now papey soon gained:vide oiroulstion in the olmrch.
Paspavant wvas tho ohief editor of the Worigman from its inception in 1831
wntil Octobew, 1887, when he yetired from that posi.m' This did not meen
fall rotiromsnt For Pagsavent. Ho continued to assist his som, W. A.
Passavent, Jvnicr, who had taken over the position of editor of the

hsm-s Pe 943, —l—
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m. Pagsavant wrote his last editorial on tho passing of an old
Lutheran pastor, who dlsd only tvalve days befors Pagsavant himsole,

Pageevant'c doath was hastonod by 2 cold which he contracted whils
riding in e train coach in vhish one of the windows was left opem. Fow
& vesk Pasuavant becawe progressively weeker, bub ke insistod on coming
dovastaira for meals, and went to hia desk to work aad study aa wsual the
dey before his death. On Rwdey, Jume 3, 1893, Possevant passed ca to
his otormel rowsrd, :

Paspavant's contacts with the Mlesowrl Synod show his desiro to
coopexrate with nny group interested in furthering the work of ths Savior
in the Lntheren Church. "We can see traces of his influence in that he
cavged the Mizsouri Synod to begln Fnglish work in the steto of Minmesota '?,—'
years before thic would have happened noweally. But when Passavent wst
end tried to inflvsnce the movemsnts of the Missouwri Synod, he found hin-
881 confronted with an "wmoved mover,” a detsrmined and unflinching
attitule toward the confossions of the historic Lutheren church. While
he could mot alveys agree with the attitules of Welther aud the lMlssouri
Synod,; he could not holp but edmire the efforts they put forth %o further
the Kim of God in tho West. Despite his efforts to work with the Mis-
souri Synod through the General Counoil his influsncod sas 1ittls felt in \71-
the Miesouri Synod.

As before, Pasgavent's influendo ves folt in those parts of Ziam

vhich wexe ocommsctod with the Gensral Synod end General Cownoil. He con-
timued his chariteble work, did editorial work on the Iutheren end Misslonary,
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and Pinally eetablished the Worlomen, through vhich his influenco was felt
in the Genernl Counsil iﬁ partionlar. Many psople were otill appealing to
him for edvlice In heaps of letterseech day, as in hie oarlisr yeaxs.
Pagoeyant; thalt vensreble wenm of Cod, was as over xosdy to holp =1l in
need, Strickon with weakness, haxdly shle to hold thess letters in his
hends, Passavant was resding thege appeals For help vhen he was out of
Yed Por the lmst tims before his death.




CHATTER VI
SWMMARY

FPagsavant's lifo can be characterized by the motto: "To live, to
love, to 1lsbor.” His 1lifo is a stuldy in solf-abzsemsnt end love. A
glenoe 8t the swmuaries ab the end of the chapters of this tudy will show
the weajer thot this motto aseribed to Passavaunt truly oharacterizes his
14%e work,

By moans of the various editorials which he wrote, Passavant was
sble to wield great influsnoe over the Lutheren Chmroh in Americe during
the aineteenth contwry. Kabemhined_itoﬁalomeratthoamofsh—
taenvhenzratastmm.l'm%!:hsa. Thexe he published a Luth-
oran almanaec vhioh wae woll receivod. Eighteon thousend coples were sold,
& faot which attested %0 his editorial ability. Passavent elso prepared
end published o second Rlwmnas the following year; it too gaimsd popular
recognltion.

At twemty-ons, shortly after he had complsted his treining at Getiys-
mﬂemimry,m“matmcamdmtomm-edﬂ&otmm
Obgexver during the absenco of the regalar editor, Dootor Kuwrtz. During
the fow months Passavant was with the sbaff of the Inthersn Obseyver he
becamo, mmMmmm, sditor-in-chie?, His pon was busy,
and ho wroto editorials on a wide renge of subjeots, showing a mature
wndsrstanding of the problems that faced the Ghristien in everyday lifs.
Uhhomguhemmmmmammtm-ummmmm
began publication of The Missiopary. '
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The FPitisburgh field was the proving grownd vhioh served to tost hls
editorial epllity and to mold him into a flzst rate editor. When hs camd
vo that olty amd saw the neved for closer cooporabtion emong the miniaters
In the Westora puat of Ponmaylvania, o immddiatoly agltated fozr ths
fo:'.'.-nﬂtio;:. of the Pittobwrgh Synod. When the formation of that synod
beoaws an established fact, he institutod doasonsss work in the United
Statea and led the church to groater efforts in worias of chawity. Butb
his labora iu Pittoburgh zeached thelr culmimation in publication of The
Migsionary.

Tho little }issionary was published monthiy fvom June, 1348, to
Daconibor, 18535, eni weekly :rm Jxanary, 1856, watil 1861, when it was
@rged with the Luthoren, a paper which wus hoing published in Philadel-
vhia, By means of The Missionary Passavant bsgan o exort a powerful
influsase over the edusated cloxgy of the Iutheran Chwroh, particularly
iv the eastern United Siates. His editorials led the chwroh to begin nis-
sion wowk in Canade, Toxas, iinnssota, and in lsading cities in the east
end the middle wemb. The mppeals whioh Passavent wrote in bobalf of the
Scmdinavions, tho Missowrl Synol, @nd many othsr Iutheren growps, csused
memy psople to bscoms allve to the needs of various sections of Lutheran
Zion, Much of the edd which was sent to destltute ssctions of the Lath-
eren Cluroh oams os & direct result of Passavant’s appeals written in The
Migsionary.

Pagsavant and the conservative olement in the Gemeyal Synod foli
that The Migsiopary would bo & more influentisl force for gonservativisa
in the General Synod if 1t wore msrged vith the Lutheran, wiioh vas boing
published in Philadelphis. The merger of thess two papers took place in
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1361 and the new and enlargsd papor wvas called the Imthexsn snd Mission-
ary. From ths timo of ‘tho werger untll the lats elghtesn seventies
Penpavent soived oo co-editor of the Iggtheray snd Misslopary. At that
tive a dsputs about orocedure arose bebtween Passavant and other merbors
of the siefl, and Tassavent wesignod hizs rosition with thet paper. TPasca-
veny did no mops ediboxdal work fox gavoral years.

By the yezyw 185). Passavent was coavinced thet he should begin ano-
ther shoet in Foram wmch 1lke that of the old Higsionapy. The rosulting
pepar vas oalied the Workman, Passavent was edltor of this sheot from
its incepbion wntil 1887 when he reaigaod that position bscause of his
afivaaced “ge.. Although Pagsevent vas no longer editor-in-chief of i'.he
Vorkman, e conbinued to contribute editorials to thet paper until his
doath in 1204,

A %total of mows then forty yeera of Passavantts life were spent in
doing editoricl work., Ho wrote with e populer sod eppsaling pen, Therein
lay hic pover to Influcnce peopls. He hod a heart which could understend
the cry of the ls=gt emong the mscbers of Ziom. He Imew how to 1espord to
a ory for help, and could move others to respond also.

Rlong with his great editorial ebility, Pagsavant wvas & so09r in the
beat sense of the teym. Ee cowld sense tho meeds of the Imtheran church
in Auerica even before they became eppavent to others. Becaune he wished
%0 apply preventive modioine to the church, he wes interested lu begimming
English mlssions ln Amowicatn frontiers. He kmew that the Germm langusge
and. all other langvages exuopt English wors losing grownd. He saw thab
the youngor gemerstions of those churoh groups wiich did not employ the
¥nglish language would be logt to the Luthersn church waless samsthing
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wag dons o provido them with Snglich nreaching end tesohing. Pagssvent
holped seve nay young people for the church.

Decanse of hlz conziant sgitation for miscion work smong the spiritu-
ally destltute Latliorans of Amorica Pessavent oexied the title, "Fathor '71'
of Lubhoron DLraor Mizsiopns." Bocause of his lobore in Enzlich missicns,
en entlrely Maglish synod;, tho Synod of the Northwest, came Into being. ‘_/_
Theze two Doctovs, Passavont's egitation for homs mission work, and his
insistence that these missions be carried on in Eiglish, worked togsther
to caunze Fuglish mission work 4o b2 begm in St. Paul., The Englisk wordk
vhich the General Cowcil corrded on in St. Paul directly influenced the
Masoari Synol to go into English mission work in that city.

Vhile Papcavent’s eppenls for English mission work wore not the pri-
mary moblvation Por 21l Mispourl Synod English woric, they did pley en
bmportent part in uposding Missowrl Synod Eoglish work on its way %o a
greater degroc and at en earlier date then if Passevant hed not dons his
work,

At the sare time Tassavant did other important work for tho Lutheran
Zicn, Whols sschlons of the church owe their existence either directly
or indirectly to the pem that wee always busy in Pittsburgh. If 1t hod
not bean for hiz efforts, the "Missionary Synod," as the Pittsburgh Synod
18 Ynowa, might never have cowe inmto existence. No doubt missions would
Btil). have boen oarried on by the Intheran church, but not to the degree
of intensity they yeachsd because of Paggevant's abllity to point out the
desolats places of Zion. Pagsavant was; more then any other:'man in the
ninetesnth contvry, the gatherer and wybullder of the Tutheyen church of
Awerica,
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The holpiesy ware helpsd, the nsedy wers provided for, and tho broken
walls of Zion wero wsndsd heoauns o:i’ Fagnavant's appsals. At the sam
tims thet he appsalsd For hislp for the splritually destitute brethren,
they wexre appsaling to hin for counsel anl often heaxml from him the enuwer
%o thelr moat perplexing problems, Pagsevant btocams a ccungselor on 2 mrand
soale, Whiole symods cams to him for advice, emi he lent his counsel and
ali in spscial moemure to five synois: the Pilttsburgh, Toxas, Canzde,
Minuogote, Indiema-Chicego, and Augustons Syaods. These five oynods
Iater Jolumed the Gomoral Cowunsil, at lsast for a tims, and following
Pasgavent'n guidemoe becams more gonservative then the average synod waick
remained in the Gousral Eynod, |

Tho 1life of Passevent chouws us first of all that if the Luthersn
Church wishes to vemain strong and contimme to grow, 1t must have mem vho
ave zealous o serve Chyish end Hie chwroh with every fiber of their dbeing.
Our Iutheran Zion must produse mon of vision end courage, imsginatlon, and
Tire.

TH is worth noting at this particular stego in tho history of the
Missour? Synod that we mast not becoms so anrious to grow that wo over-
extend our lines. Pesssvent leezmsd the hard way that he who “sows the
wind, reaps the vhirlvind.” In hermony with practice current in eerly:
aud middle ninsteenth century Luthsraniem, Passavant employed revivalistic
wothods and leaynsd to ccoperate with nonconfessional olwzroh groups. The
whdrivind was the seiness ond disappointment whioh £11led his breast when
ho realized how far non-confossionaliem could lead mon astray from the

't_ntbh. Unless our Church properly trains itas converts, it may reap the

vhirlvind in the future.
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In tho clozing yeaxn of his 1ifo Papsavant, mature and wine, found

1% importent to pross ever nsorer to the divinely iuspired Word of God:
and tho confessions and linking them with a desire to "live, to love,
to labox," the Missourl Synod too may continuw o work in the Xingiom of
God among mem t0 heal the siok and bheing the lost to Christ.
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