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pecple and galn thelr assent in heving him settle among
them.l1

After a day's Journey Balerlsin reached another Indian
gettlement and determined to address them about their spir-
ituel welfare. But here the missionary was 11l received.
Upon lInquiring as to their hope of a fuburs life, one In-
dian replled that he knew nothing about a heaven or hell and
that he cared sven lees. Having admonished them Baierleln
returned home only to learn that the Methodiats had sought
to estrange the Indians from their Lutheran falth.*? The
Methodists told the Indians that 1f they would continue %o %*
refuss to accept the Methodist faith, the government would
seize their land and move them to the far West. Balerlein
hsd often encountered such machinations and told the Indlane
that if they would refuse Christian baptism, they would take
up their abode not across the Misslsslppl but in hell.

[ Once again Balerlein visited Bemaasike's people and
diecussed with them the possibility of settling within thelr
midst.] He wanted to leave Framkenmuth earller but could not
dwe to an injured arm which he sustained when his horse and

wagon tumbled down & hill. Nevertheleas, after a two weeks!

11"Balerleina Reige zu dem Hauptling Remassike,” op.
eit., pp. 325-28-

127114, De 323n24; it i3 difficult to ascertain
whether or nétpﬁalerlein_returned to Frankenmuth at this
time or encamped in the wilderness. _




25

reet, Balerieln declded he would make the trip and, there-
fors, left Frankenmuth on May 30, 1848, In three days he
reached the Pine River and the village of thirty Indian huta.
Balerlein had hoped to be able to address the entire village
on the day of his arrival, Instead, he found an Indian
drinking party in progress. Several Indian adults did wel-
come him at Bamacsike's hut giving Belerlsin the opportunity
to eddress them on the importance of his misslon. Since 1%
was Ascension day, Balerlein spoke to them and the chief of
the significance of this dayvfor the Christian Church.t3

On the following day the entire village congregated ab
the chief's hut to disouss the suggestion that Balerlein
live among them to instruct them and thelir children in the
Word of God., Balerleln furnishes an interesting description
of the character end dress of the Chippewas as they gathered
about him, The Indisns presented a picturesque sight as
they approsched the missionary. Many were dressed in thelr
best costumes, how poor they might be, and both men and wo-

men wore red embroidered stockinge. Several of the Indians

wers mourning a departed member of their family and had

vainted their faces black. Others had colored thelr faces

with red paint, a sign of great Jo¥y. The women carried thelr

baebies or led thelr children by the hand, while the men

walked stolcally alongside smoking their pipes. Seated on

131p1g., pp. 325-26.
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fallen logs or kneeling upon the ground, they awalted the
appearance of Dalerlein and Chief Bamaaalke.lu

The misalonary, seeing that the Indians had now read-
led themselves for the discussion, left the hut and ap-
precached them, He told them that he had come to make known
to them the Great Spirit, who not only created all things,
ags they alresdy knew, but who had loved them and all men in
that He sent to them His Son, Jesus COhrist. This Jesus
came in order to free them from thelr ains and had accom-
plished this when He died and rose again for them, Baler-
lein wen®t on %o tell them that even as one could only rsach
the right degtination of s town or clty by traveling upeon
the right way, 8o one could only enter heaven if he followad
the way that leads to heaven -- if he believes in Christ as
his Savior from sin., Balerlein had come o them to teach
them that way. He stated that he wished to preach to the
adults and to ervect a school for the young whereln the lat-
ter would learn both God's Word and the rudiments of learn-
ing. Balerlein added that he weuld not compel them to ac-
cept his proposition and that it was up to them to decide
whether or not they would want him to dwell among them and

to be thelr pastor and teacher. 13
A long period of silence ensued broken only when the

141bia.
151p1g. , pp. 326-27.
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chief arose to apeak. Ag far as he was concerned, Balerlein
sheould teke un hia abode with them and teach them the Word.
Soon other Indisns chimed in saying that it would be a good
ldea to have a school 1n thelr midat for the chlldren sincs
the school at Frankenmuth was too far away for their child-
ren to attend. The chief consldered the matter sattledf;nd
shook the missionary's hand. Balerlein agailn addressed the
group becaugs he wanted them to be certain that his mission
was not one of mere teacher, but that he was first and fore-

most & preacher of the Gospel and the CGospel was his primary

concern. They will have a teacher of their children only if /

they acespt him as a preacher to all. To thls end the adults
must promise to attend the church services and not only %o
gend the children to school. The matter belng settled Baler-
lein informed the Indians that he would return %o them in
fourteen days and that in the meantime they ghould erect two
huts, one for himsel? and the other for the interpreter. Af-
ter some concluding remarks Balerlsin departed for a visit

to Ssuaban'e tribe.16

1l
Ssuaban and hisz tribs were located at Swan Creek. 7

Before Balerlein's arrival in America Sauaban had shown an

interest in the Frankenmuth endeavor by @mending five child-

161biq. , pp. 327-28.
17444 ssionenachrichten, * op. gil., P. 14,
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ren to the Lutheran school,X8 Hence, Balerlein sough% %o
strengthen this relationsghip when he and his interpreter
Journeyed to Swan Creek, Arriving at the village Balerlein
sawv a number of the Indlans drunk and noticed an attitude
of hostility. Locating the chief he informed him of his
sarlier visit when the tribe had been away hunting and then
told of his willingness to preach to him Chrigt., But Saua-
ban replied:

I have already told you and Craemer that I wish to have

nothing to do with Christianity. I have no desire to

be in_heaven but want to he where my fathers now re-

side, 19
Though Sauabsn himgelf refused to begome a Christian, he did
not forbid his pecple to listen to Balerlein and to follow
him. He added that Af the people chose Chrigtianity, it
would be better to follow Balerlein than the Methodlsts,
since the Lutherans gave better instruction.2® Baierlein
addreszed the people telling them of their sins and of God's
grace in Jesus aaﬁraﬁing to them the life of Christ. Seve
eral young men heéded these wordé and declared that they
would follow Christ. Thereupon Balerlein departed and re-
turned toc Frankenmuth.

Bsierlein now prepared to dwell among Bemagsike's

181p34a.

19upaserleins Reise zu dem Hauptling Remassike,” op.
git., pp. 329-30.

201h4a,
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people at Pine Rlver., In order to reach this Indlan en~
campment from Frankenmuth one had to travel northwest up the
- Pittabavessee River for twenty-ona miles untll it meets the
Chipvews Rlver. The traveler would come across s number of
log cabins about a mile up the Chippewa River. Two miles
from thiz point is the junction of the Pine and Chippewa
Rivers. Bamassike's village would finally be reached after
crossing the Chippewa and followlng a path on the shore of

the Pine and going in a southwesterly direction.21

On July 19, 1848, Balerlein end six Franconlans started

for the Indian village. When they arrived at the camp, mos®

likely on the 22nd, they bsheld a dlstressing sight. The

Indiang wers starving., Seeing the missionary and his com-

panicns, they hastened to them and begged for food. 3Saier-
lein could not aid them for he had oniy enough for his own
neoegsltieg. The scens was ons of such abject poverty that

he namsd ths new misslon "Bethany,” that is, "House of Pov-

erty."22 Heanwhile his companions began to erect a log cabina

for Balerlein and his young wife, who arrived at 1lts com-
pletion, It was used for the school aa well. Balerlein at
first, however, 1ived in an Indian dwelling which proved %o

be uncomfortable as well as inadequate for his studies..

2lupinizss usber die Urelnwohner dleses Landes und was
von der GVanggliach-lutherieohen Kirche fuer sie gebhan
wird,® Der Lutheraner, V (July 2L, 18k9), 187.

22Thid.

I s anii e e
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Often he found himeelf holding an umbrella in one hand to
shield himself from the rain while his other hand held a
Bible.23

The inhospltaeble surroundings were not the only hin-
drances which plagued Balerlein as he began hls labors among
the Chlppewas. Characteristlie of all Indians the Chippewas
of Bemassike'!s tribe were susplciocus of all white men and
Balerlein was no exception. The faot that the young mis-
slonary was unable %o supply their ﬁhyeical needs may have
contributed to thelr distrustfulness. When he began his
school only eight children attended. They were the guinea
pigs for the other Indlan children. If they survived the
first weeks of achool,‘the Indlans woulﬁ send the other
children to the white man's institution. The Indlans scon
learned to trust the mlssionary and the other children were
given toc his care. Baisrlein instructed them every day in
their own language ae well as in German and in English. The
children studled the familiar Bible stories and memorized
several hymns snd Catechism selectlons. By the beginning of
1849, Baierlein had ninetean enrolled in hig day school. In
addit;ona he inaugurated an orphan school for children who

had lost one or both parents and who could not be supported

by their relatives. Several of these children Balerlein fed,

23Equard Balerlein, Im Urw lde (Dresden, Germany:
Justus Naumann's Buchhandlung, 1889), p. 33.
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clothed, and sheltered in his own small home. In return
for these services, the children did manual chorss in the
home and in the fields.2”
It is not surprising that Balerlein's first converts

were children. They had been exposed to the New Testament

falth in thelir dally instructions and soon trusted both the

missicnary and the missionary's falth, The aporoaching
Christmas season put both children and missionary into a
spirit of joy as well as hopeful expectation. Freparations
had been umade to bring the spirit and customs of Christmas
into the wilderneas. The ohildren busled themselves learn-
ing Martin Luther's Christmas hymn From Heaven Above %o
Barth I Comg, which Balerlein and his interprefier had trans-
leted into the Chippewa language. MNrg. Balerleln made
Jackets, trousers, shirts, skirts, and other articles of
clothing for the Indian children.?? On Christmas Eve ap-
oroximstely forty persons assembled in the small log cabin.
Baleriein read Isaleh 9 as well as the nativity story and
gooke To the Indiens about the meaning of Christmas. At the
cempletion of the service the Indlans with their chlildren

26
gathered about the Christmas tree and received thelr gifts.

ZQ"Bethqnlen am Pine Rive zanhglisch—_gﬁggg_gghgg
Misaloneblatt, No., 9 (May 1, 16&9), 131-32.

25Baiprleln, op. ¢git.; Pp. 66-7.
26"Bethanien am Pine River,” gp. git., D. 132.
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Nineteen plates had been placed below the tree sach one con-
taining some bread and apples, which were also dlstribubted
among the children.?? It certainly vae a most memorsble

occaslon for all, for the Christmas story was strange to

most of the Indians and the Christmss tree and gifts stranger

atill,

Ten Indian children soon requested baptiam. Thess
children had been studying the doctrine of baptism in school
and, therefore, asked the missionary to baptize them.28
Most of the children were sonsg, daughters, or nephews of the
0ld Indisn chief Bemasssike, Balerlein invited Craemer to
perform the baptismal rite since he was not, as yet, or-
dained and so, Just after the new year, the children wers
baptized and receilved Christlan namea.29 Prior to the bsp-
tiem, Balerlein's wife gave birth to her riret ohild, a
daughter, who was baptized with the Indlan children.”0 ghe

had been named Theodosla. Two other daughters were born to

the Balerlein family while they worked among the Chippewas

272+ this time nineteen Indian children were enrollad
in the school snd hence the nineteen plates.

28wpathanien am Plne River," op. git., p. 129.

29 4Die lutherischen Missionstationen unter den rothen
Indienern in Michigen," Kirchliche Mitthellungen r%!éﬁfn-‘g{‘d-‘l
ueber Nord-Amsrika, No. % (1850), 30. Craemeg orda e
Balerlein on September 6, 1850. Ses Vierter ‘%B‘QQ%% Mig-
richt der deutschen svangel.-lutherischen .‘éx%u :'—ﬁ =
souri, Ohlo und sndern Stagten vom Jahre 1850, p. ~o.

30Bateriein, op. git., po. 70-2.
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in Michigan. Theophlle was born on Septembsr 20, 1850 and
Ulrike was born on May 7, 1852.31

Chippewss were no® at first amlable to the missionsry's meg-
sage; that they were susplclous of sending thelr children %o

Balerlein's school. DIrunkenness, spiritual indifference,

'ﬁfand haphazard church attendance contributed to the young

missionaryls difficulties. ® Excessive drinking was per-
haps the worst obstacle., It was common among all Indlan
tribes and had been a result of thelr contact with white
traders who were always anzious to sell their ware among the
unsuspecting Indiens. They often charged exorbitant prices
and diluted the whiskey with large quantities of waler.
Bethany had its share of drunkennses brought about by such
white intercourge for two traders were establlshed nearbdy
end distributed whiskey to both children and adults includ-
ing some of Balerlein's pupils. One of thess traders was 80O
incenged at Balerlein thet he openly threatened him, though

the threast was not carried out.2? A year before this, Baler-

I etter to the suthor from the Leipzig Evangelical

; thor's
Lutheran Mission dated January 18, 1954, and -in the au
possession. Theophile was merrisd in Erlangen, Gg’mggy on
October 18, 1870. Ulrike was confirmed in Hohenstaeds,

Germany, on June 17, 1866.

32upus einsm Briefe des Miss. Balerlein," Ev¥ elisch-
Lutherisches HMissionsblatt, No. 22 (Novembder 15, 1849), 337.

 331pia,, No. 21 (November 1, 1850), 329.




o)

lein's 1ife had been threatened by a number of drunken In-
dlans whe dlsliked the misslonary. However, no harm came
to him, though Balerlein was quite concerned.3* The in-
flusnce of these whiskey vendors was so strong that even
Balerlein's inferpreter succumbed and became a "drunkard
and a trader.'59 Baierlein often complalned about the perni-
hﬂcioua influence of the whlte man in general and the trader
.1n particular. Not only wers the traders a menace to Indian
qociety, but other white men including those in governmsntal
positions often had a negative influence upon the Indian.
.kThey cared 1little about the Indlan's material welfare and
%less for ths Indien's spiritual and moral conditlon. Bemas-
sike, the Indian chief, also saw the damage that was belng
done among his people by the unscrupulous whites end, there-
fore, wrote a letter in 1849 to the President of the United
States complzining of the unwholesome conditions brought
about by %he sale and consumption of whiskey.36 He writes:
i Teutn Sl Sothad ana et T vould hardly vo-
cognize my wife in her fine clothes and jewels. Bubt as
often ag I look about me, things appear the same. I
see no fine clothes and jewels, and my wife appears the
same. You have teken my land and I have recelysd no-

do
*hing in return. Now I am old and you cah 1o longer
anyt%ing for me. But you can do something for my sch.

3%uBethanien am Pine River," op. git., P. 131,

35upus einem Briefe des Miss. Balerlein," Evangelisch-
Lutherisches Misglonsblatt, No. 21 (November 1,'18535. 329.

36’%.‘he president at this time was Zachary Taylor.
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Do not forget 1t§37

Not only the lmmorel character of the traders and the
administrabors played havoc with the missionary's spiritual
ninietrations, bul churchmen of other denominatlions contrio-
uted to Balerleints difficulties and the Indian's confusion,
: Both the Roman Catholics and Methodlets sought to creats
?$suapicion and hogtility among the Chippewas toward thelr
pastor. In a letter written on August 1, 1849, Balerlein
mentiong the activities of the Romanists and Methodlsts,
adding that guch competltions on the part of different de-
nominations for the Indisns! souls causes them to think of
the missionarlies as mere vendors of religlons who peddle
thelr asplritual goods from village to village.Ba The Metho-
dists were, perhaps, the most aggressive and Balerlein a8
well as Craemeyr constantly remarked about thelr deceitful-
ness and obnoxlous slanders,’? Many Msthodlsts were located
near the Pine River and sought to gain converts from among
the Chippewas af Bethany. They told the Indlans that they
would find the "Germsns” to be deceivers and untrustworthy
and warned them not to assoclate with them. Unable, however,

to make any great inrcads into the Bethany miselon the Metho-

38up einem Briefe des Mlss. Baierlein,® Evgggs%isg§~
Luthe 1s%§§s ;izziggsb;gti, No. 22 (November 15, 1849}, 338.

39w pankenmuth, Cass River, Michigen im August 1848,°
Der Lutheraner, V (September 12, 1848), 4.
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diste in 185C lef% Pine River and moved to another river
from whence they continued thelr proselytiam.“o The
Methodlets received encouragement to continue their acti-
vitles when in 1852 the new Indian agent to be appointed
wes 2 Methodist as well.¥l This unnamed layman actively
gupported ths Methodlist ocause conducting religious maétings
among the Indians whom he visited. With the continuous ln-
curslcns.into the Lutheran mission, it was only natural
that some Indians defected to the Methodlst camp. In Jan-
vary 1852, Balerlein was compslled to mention that though
the congregation had grown to forty-one souls, two women
left to join the Methodist Chureh, having married husbands
affiliated with that communion.*2 On another cccasion &
number of Methodists sttempted to prevent a four year old
Indisn giwl from being baptized by Balerlein. They employed
the girl's %two older brothers as spokesmen of the Hethodist
cause bubt were uﬁsucceaaful in detering the young child.
She was baptized by Balerlein in spite of the protesta.uB

Baierlein's work wag not limited to the Bethany Indlians

I ! He-
407 nove mede a capeful study of the Congressional Ze
portg (1847-1855) and the Ann _5222£§§-9£~§B§'Egﬁggéigﬁbag
piscopal Church (1847-1853) and fall to fin dea %
'fg“ggg%;i@{ﬁ:”hethany, Luthersns, and proselytisi. ;

#lopaus einem Briefe des Miss. Balerlein,” E!é?&éléﬁgﬂf
Lutherisches Migaionsblath, No. 15 (Auguat 1, 1852}, 225.

%2111a., No. 7 (spril 1, 1852), 107.
431154, , No. 24 (December 15, 1851), 37L.




