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CHAPTER I
PURPOSE AND SCOPE OF THESIS

History is made by liftle men and great wen playing
thelr part for a brief time upon the stage of this world and
departing again leaving behind them tlheir contributions ©o
another generatlon. Among these men ave a fow individuals
who manage in s short epace of time to make great contribu-
ticng to their Tellow men. Bubt the great host of contribu-
tors to history are the 1little men who go =bout their daily
tagks without world sheking results. They do no% condquer
great empives or dlscover new worlds; they disclose rio new
theories nor relse new banners, end often history knows them
but as "the people.® They do influence their fellowmen, for
good or svil, and become the substance of which history, 1in
the final snalysis, 1s made. It 1ls the purpose of this theslis
to sketch the blogranhy of one of these 11%tle known men and
to tell of his contributions to his soclety and to his church.
Tais man was Eduard Raimund Balerleln.

Baierlein's 1ife spens eighfy-two years of history. He
was born on April 29, 1819 in Posen, Polend, and dled in
Olarens-Montreux, Switzerland, on October 12, 1901, At the
age of twenty-one, Balerlein left the Roman Catholic Church
and was converted to Lutheranism. After a period of instruc-

tion at the Leipzig Evangelical Lutheran Misgion in Germany
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he was scheduled %o lsave for Indla, but illness prevented
iis going. Instead he sailed for America aend labored among
the Chlopewe Indians in Bethany, Mlchigan, from 1847 %o
1853. In 1853 he left America %o work among the inhabitants
of India laboring in Madras, Sazdras, Cuddalore, and Banga-
lore and ratired from the mission field in 1886. Balerlein
spsnt the latter part of his life writing a number of arti-
cleg and booka on hls mission experiences in America and
India. The mogt notable of these are Nach und aug Indien
(1873), Dis Ev.-Luth., Mission in Ostindien (1874), The Land

of the Tamulisng and Its Misgiong (1875), Yon den Heiden

(1888), Im Urwalde (1889), and Unter den Palmen (1890).

One ¢ennot properly apprsciate Balerlein's contribu-
tions unless one understands what has been accomplished be-
fore the missionary's errival. Thus, besides sketching his
biography, the thesis will aiso dlscusz the early Christian
missicns among the Chippewa Indians in Michigan and the mis-
8ilonary activitiss in Indis before Balerlein's arrival. Par-
ticuler emphagis will be devoted to Lutheran mission work in
these countries.

Primary sources have bsen uged for the greater portion
of this thesis. Among the scurces most wldely referred to
are Der Luthersner, Evangel1sch<Lg§ggg;§gh§§.ﬁlé&égﬂﬁhlaiﬁa
Kirchliche Miftheilungen eug und ueber Nord-Amerlks, and

e e e e e g b

Baierlein’s own works. Speclal assistance was glven the

author by the Lelpzig Evangelical Lutheran Miseion in Germany
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and by the Reverend W, Hellinger, who 18 at present mis-~
glonary of the Lelpzig Mission in Indila.




CHAPTER II
BALERLEIN'S FORMATIVE YEARS

Very 1lttle is known about Eduard Raimund Balerlein's
early life and Tamily. He was born in Slerakowsky in Posen,
Poland, on April 29, 1819, at a time when Europe was at-
tempting teo recuperate from & long periocd of warfare and
blcodshed.l Hig father, Graf von Vilseck, was a waalthy
Bavarian noble in possession of huge estabtes in Bavaria.?
Roman Caftholicism was the dominant faith both in Bavaria and
in Poland at this time and 1%t is, therefore, not surprising
to learn that Balerlein came frow a strict Roman Cathollc
family.B

¥e sense a spirlt of restlessnesg in the young Baier-

lein, a rsstlessness which he often alludes to later in his

E%x;fe 28 brought about by a lack of inner spiritual psace and

! :
an uncertainty ag to his salvation.* As a good Roman Catho-

lic he sought to find psace in observing the commandments of

LRichara Handmenn, Die Evangelisch-lutheris n cam%;eg—
Missien in der Zeit ihrer Neubegru ndun Lelpzig: 4
Hinrichs 'scche Buchhandlung, 19036, Pe 159.

2Lett ey to the asuthor from Lelpzig EVangelical Luthsran

Mlgsion dated January 18, 1954, and in the author'!s posses-
alon,

3Handmann, op. cit., p. 169.

*u h West und Ost," Evangellsch~
Skizzen einer Relse nac
Lutherisches Missionsblatt, No. 20 (October 15, 1855?, 305&7'. .
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the church, but as Luther hefore him, he only became more
disquieted, This searching of the soul becams evident in
his listlessness and "Wanderlust." Az a young man he had
left his famlly home and parental protection, ftraveling to . -
Bremen and %o Belgium and even contemplated turning his
back on the 014 World and salling to the new,”? Inatead he
went to Sllesia and it is here that he found his “Philip.“6
Beceuse of the niety and conversationa of an unknown layman,
Balerlein gained that inner psesce for which he had been
searching =nd renounced Roman Catholliclem acoepting the
Lutheran faith at the age of twenty-one.! He then joined
the Breslauer Freiklrohe.a

Baterlein's renuncistion of Romsn Catholicism brought
with it a rupture of his family ties. Hig father, a striot
"Romen, disowned and disinherited his son and forbade him %o
bear the family name. In obedience to hls father's demand,
Balerlein, therefore, surrendered the fanily name of von

Vilseok snd called himself "Baierlein,® which means “little

Bavarian.® This wes the only demand that Balerlein respect-

51v14.

S1psa., ». 308.

7Handmann, op. git., v. 169.

8Letter to the author by the Reverend W, Helllnger
dated November 6, 1953, and in the author's possession.
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ed.? He vefussd to renounce his new falth emphasizing in-

stead that he had now found true peace in casting off the
[} !!10

tghackles of Rome; he would rather remain cbedient to the

command of Christ and foremke all, even father and mother,
than deny his faith.ll
In 1847% Belerlein offered himself to the Leipzig Ev-

12 ope Leipzig Migsion, as 1t

angelical Lutheran Mlasion,
became known, had been founded on August 17, 1836, having
developed from a migsion soclety that had supported the
Basal_ﬁisaion.ls In 1840 I. H. ¢. Cordes arrived in Madras,
Indin, as a representative of the Leipzig Hlseion %to inves-
tigate the misgion possibilities there.l* Through his ac-
tivitiss mispion work was begun in India and the Lelpzig
Missicn concerned iteelf with training men to send to the

new field., It was with this purpose in mind that Balerlsin

Letter to the author from Leipzig Evangelical Lutheran
Mission dsted Jenuery 18, 1934, end in the author's posses-
sion,

10ugys,50n oiner Reigse nach West und Ost,* op. olb., P.
307.

11 ziz Evangelical Luther-
Lether to the author from Lelpzig 8 !
sn Mission dsted January 18, 1954, and in the author's pos-
sesslon.

lzﬁanamann, op. git., p. 169.

13y, Hellinger, "The Leipzig Evangelical Lutheran Mls-

Bion," The Lutheran Ent 1ge in Indla, edited by C. His
Svavely (Hadras, indis: The Diocesan Press, 1952}, D. Loe

W1psg,

.
1
i
|
{
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gtudied under J. B. Trautmann and Karl Graul.ls

After comnleting the necessary training, Balerleln was
commissioned to sall Tor India in 1846. However, two days
befeore hie dsparture, Balerleiln bscame 111 and counld not
go.lﬁ During this same time a request had been received
from Pagstor Friedrich August Craemer for an ssgistant in his
work ameng the Chippewa Indians in Michigan., Craemer had
left Germany with a number of colonists in 1845 arriving in
New York on June 8, 1845,17 Pagtor Wilhelm Loehe of Neuen-
dettelsau, Baverla, had been responsible for the organiza-
tion of this group of immigrants end for the selection of
Craemer ns thelr leader, It was hls purpose to settle Lu-
theran colonists among the Indiasns that they, seelng the
plety of their Christian neighbora and hearing the Gospel,
might give up thelr heathenism and pacome converted.l8 The
persistent labors of Crasmer enabled the smell band of col=
onists to establish Frankenmuth, in Klchigen, and brought
the Goaspel to the Chippewa Indiang. Craemer, however, re-

alized that he was serving in a dual capaclty, namely, as

-

15Handmann, op. git.; P. 169.

16“Skizzen einer Reisge nach West und Os%," op, elt.,
Pe 309. i

17Ludwig Ernst Fuerbringer, Bersons and Events (3t.
Louig: Concordia Publishing House, 1947), p. 13.

184y und asuszern Mission bstref-
, erbindung der innern 2

fend," Kirchliche thelilun gus und ueber Nor Amneriks,
No. 1 {1855}, no pages listed.
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pastor to the Frankenmuth congregetion and as migslonary to
the Indians. When he saw tha®t hls ministry to fhe Indians
wag sulfering, Craemer requested an asslstant and since
Baierlein had not gone te Indla, it was decided %o permlt
him to leave Tor America and to serve the Indian Mission.t?
On April 12, 1847, Balerlein and hls wife set sall for

.20 Two hundred persons crowded the

his new post in Michigan
8hip so that 2ll available space was taken. The trip was

not the wost comfortable one. Added to the lack of space

and the unpleasant condltions wers the ssasickness and othsr
diseases which affected the majority of the lmmigrants.
Balerlein =lsc hed his share of illness and mentions tha®

he was oppressed by ague and by attacks of what he describes
as oh.olez'a.z1 .

AT%er weeks of cramped space, slckness, and a general
unwholesome atmosphere, the young missionary and his wife
arpived at Wew York City disembarking on May 31, 1847, The
young couple waested no time in the growing cify, but boarded
another ship which took them up the Hudson River and west to

Buffalo. While in Buffalc Balierlein and his wife hed the

opportunity te visit the scenic wonders of Hiagara Falls.

19"E1n Neues Mlssionefeld 1in Nordamerika," Evangellach-
Lutherigches Missionsblaty, No, 1 (January 1, 18%7), 2.

20ugkizzen einer Reise nach West und Ost,il op. cit.,
pp. 310-11. Howhere is Balerlein's wife named.

2l1pig., p. 311.
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The following day another ship took them across Lake Erie
to Detrolt, from which point a train brought them "to the
middie of Michlgan.“zz They reached Frankenmuth on June 10,
1847, ready =nd eager %o begin their work among ths In-

dians.23

221nid.

230narles ¥. Luckhard, Faith in the E%gggg {Sebewaling,
Michigan: vublished privately, 1952), p. 60,




CHAPTER III
MISSIONS IN MICHICGAN BEFORE BAIERLEIN'S ARRIVAL

/// When the French explorers pushed into Michigen early
in the seventeenth century, they found the country inhab-
1ted by Indians of the Algonquin stock., This family em-
braced a large number of tribes in the northeastern section
of the centinent, whose languages apperently sprang from the
same tongue., The chief tribes occupylng the Michigan arsa
were the Chippewa or 0jibwa, the Ottawa, and the Potawatoml
Indians. The Chippewas inhablted the eastern part of the
Lower Peninsula of Michigan and most of the Upper; the Ot-
tawa resided in the western part of the Lower Peninsula; and
the Potawatomi occupied a strip scrcss the scuthwestern
part.l

The French exploprers brought with them not only arti-

cles with which %o trade but Roman Christienity as well.
Hence, we £ind that in the early explorations and exploita-
tions of the Michigan territory by these French explorers,
there came a grouo of zealous missionaries of the Roman falth

ik who became the first white missionaries %o the Chippewa In-
dians. A misslon station was organized in 1671 at St. lg-

1 W the Writers' Program ¢f the
Compiled by Workers of the
Work Pro?gcts Administretion in the State of Mlchlgﬂnéxforﬂ

: ' State (New York:
¥ichigan: A Guids to the Wolverine State
University Press, 1941), pp. 24=5.
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nace by Father lMarqustte and was gtlll continulng its op-
eratlons when La Salle vieited 1% in the “CGriffon' in
16?9.2 Another Reoman mission station had beeh eatablished
89 early as 1641 at Sault Ste. Marle when the Jesul’ Fa%hera
Raymbauvlt and Joyues were invited by aoproximately two
thougand Chippewa Indians te preach the white man's re-
1.1.{._'.;.‘1.01'1.'3 tHiowever, thls early mission endeavor proved un-
successful when PFather Raymbault became serliously 1ill and
dled, I% was not until 1668 that the mission was rsopsned by
the energetic Father Harquette, who egoon surrsendered super-
vision of the staftlion to Father Dablon in ordsr to centinue
hls missicnary Journeys.

——

Roman Catholicism was well enftrenched in the nine-

teenth century. Such stations ss 3%t. Ignace, Hackinae,
and 3ault Ste. Marle had already been in existence for one
hundred years. Under the administrative leadership of the
Reverand 7. Santellld and the Reverend Bishop Pefer Paul Le-
fevrs Romanism would expand ifts activities among the Chip-

* pewa Indlans., MHissions and schools flourished and converts
continued to incresse. When in 1831 the Reverend Ferdinand
Barage became Vicar Apostolic of Upper Hichigan, new chepslsa
were erected and work was expanded. He could then boast of

having seven hundred Catholic Indians alens in the parish of

21bid., pp. 35-6.
31vid., ». 35.
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St. Peter's at Arbre Croche.”? Further progress wea gaen ab
La Manistee which organized 2 school in 1839 under Father
Santelll who could later report of the Indians that "their
progress in thelr own tongue and in the Chriestian doctrine
ig very responsible and gatisfactory. The moral; religlous
and civil advancenment of the misslon are very eonsolatory."5
The leadling Protestant groups to work among the Chip-

pewa Indiznz in Michigan were the Baptists, Methodists,
Presbyterians, end Lutheranw, treiling Roman work by a full
century. Though they were not as extensive as those of the
Roman Cathollc missions, they, nevertheless, dlligently en-
deavored to convert the Red Men to the white man's falth.
The earliest mission to be egtablished by the Baptists in
Northern lichigan was located at the raplds of St. Mary's
River not fer from Seult Ste. Marie in the autumn of 1825,

% was not until the arrival of the Reverend Abel Bingham
in 1828, however, that the mission became really egtablishead.
Now regular services were conducted on Sundays in which the
minister would address the Indlans through an interpreter.
Both & Sabbath scheol and an adult Bible class were organ-

ized and Bingham sought to acquaint the Indlans with the

aJohn @Gilmery Shea, History of the Catholig lilgsion

mong the Indian Tribes of the Unite States, 1529-18
New York: &dward Dunigan and Brothers, 1857), p. 388.

5“Reporﬁ of the Commissioner of Indlan Affairs," Senals

%ﬁggﬁgﬁzg, 1 Session, 28 Congress (November 25, 1843), p.
25,
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Bible and Christian literature. Indlans were received into
church membershlp by profession of falth and baptism by im-
merslon.6 ‘

Similarly, Methodiasm undertook at an early date to
bring the Gospel to the Indien, As early as 1807, the
Hethodists numbered an Indien smong their converts and in
1821, with the sppointment by Bishop McKendree of William
Capers as = misslonary to the Indians, the denomination be-
came actlve and within a few years had inaugurated migsions
anong the Creseks and the Cherokees. Work began in 1816
among the “ysndottes on the bordera of Ohio, Indlana, and
Michlgan with the Methodist conver%t John Stewart.! In 1823
Bighop McKendree envisloned estéblishing a mission among the
Chippewa about elghty miles from Detroiﬁ.s However, actual
work did not begin until the Ohio Conference of 1832 decided
%o appropriate §2,500 to cover the expenses of establishing

a station at Green Bay and others in the Michigan Territory.9

6"R9D0rt of the Comrissioner of Indian Affairs," Senateo
Documents, 1 Session, 29 Congress (November 30, 1846), pp.
337""390 7

?Kennath Scott Latouretts, "The Great Century," A Hia-

L New York: Harper and
tory of the Exvension of Christianity (
Brothers Publishers, 1941), IV, 316-17.

BWade Cpawford Barclay, "Early Amerlcan Msthodlsm 1769~

: The Board
1844 % Higtory of Methodlst Missionsg {New York:
of Missions and Ohurch Extension of the Methodist Church,

1949), 1, 284,
9;3.3&51.-: p. 316,
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The work was initlated by the Reverend John Clark in 1833.1C
From that date on Methodlsm acquirsd a firm foothold in
Mlchlgan establlishing misslons among the Chippewas at Little
Rapldis, Kewgwenon on Lake Superior, and in the districts of

Lapler, Genesee, and Saginaw where the first misslons were

organized about 1839, The Methodists were quite successful |
in gaining nministerial timber from among their converts and

two of thelr outetanding Indlan pastors wers Gsorge Copway f
and Peter Masrksman.

Along with thess other church bodles Lutherans also j
sensed an awareness of their mission responslibllity to the
American Indian, so that when Balerlein set foo% on American
801l he was assured that Lutheran intent for and activity !
among the Chippews Indlans in Michigan had been in exisbence
for a number of years. The earliest intent and impetus feor

lrsuch work was glven by the Reverend F. Schnid.*t The influx
of Lutheran immigrants to Michigan brought Schmid to America
when in 1833 he sccepted a call to serve some former Wuert-

tenvergers who resided in Ann Arbor and thne nelghboring

Vicinity.
Though the main work of Schmid centered in serving the

unchurched Luthersns and in forming congregations, he aleo

101p14., 11, 153.

11 Misalon Work amo = the Amer-
- Albert Keiser, Lutheran gion Work ng 8
Asﬂa.laglggg'(Minneaﬁolis: Augsburg Publishing House,
1922) 2 p' 55- -

Vs




15
showed a Xxeen interest in extending his work fto the Indians.
Writing to the Hinlsterium off Pennsylvania in 1840, Fred-
erick Schmid "expressed his joy concerning his labors in
the missionery fleld and makes many proposals which may be
calculated to promote the missionary work and to awaken ths
misslonary solrib.2 Ag a result of such communications a
misgionary soclety was orgenlized in 1842 and an Indlan mis-
sion wag established at Sebewaing in Huron County, Michigan.
At this time Wilhelm Loehe, pastor of the village church

at Neuendettelsau, Bavaria, became acqualnted with the need
of sending missionaries to America for the unchurched Ger-
mans and ths Chippews Indisns., Through an Appeal for the
Support, of the OJgrman Protestent Church in North Amerlca by

Friedpich Conpad Dietrich Wyneken and printed by a Hanover
Soelety in 1841, Loehe became interested in the American
missions and, after s personal conference with VWyneken, de-
cided %to rslse funds and send men to this new field ln Amer-
ic2.13 One of the men whom Loshe had sent %o Amerlca was ¥.
Hattateed$ who was glven the followlng inatructions:

You are requasted fo Bl 0o nent dsnominations vho are

laboring among the heathen Indlans and to investigate

what our brethren of the household of falth have done

teo
for those tribes, and how we ouraelves might coopera
with already astéblished Indian missigns. One might

127114,

13walter A, Baepler, A Century of Grace (8t. Louis:
Concordia Publishing House, 1947), pp. 65-8.
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povriinos learn considerably from the Moravian miagions,
o which you willl kindly direct your attention.d

in the beginning Loehe hed planned te opsn a seminary
Tor thes tealining of missionaries, but this ldea was abane
doned, He dscldsd Yo gettle a Lutheran colony smong the
. fndians. It wag Loshe's plan toc utilize these mission ocol-
cnies oz points of contact with the Indlians wherseby the In-
dians would hesr and mee the influence that Christisnity
esn have upon the lives of men., The Luthsran Chureh -~ Hls-
seurd dynod noted this novel plan when 1%t informed 1%s meme
bera that:
this mission endsavor wss of a pecullar sort. Hers the
mizalonary foes not ge alone auong the heathens, but ls
aseonpanded by 2 multitude of Christisn countrymen and
professicnsla, who by means of thelr 1ife and bshavior
ppeasnt s pleture of true Christiang %o the heathen Ine
' disns and t%?s reinforce the verbal proclamation of the
nizsionary.
Most of the members who were %o compose the colony had
recoived thalr splritusl inetruction from Leshs, Puring
-%flﬁhh and 1858 paveful plans were lald and a leader, Frisdrich
Auguss COrasmer, wa®s chosen. On April 20,°1845, the grouwp

eailed from Bremsrhaven, Germany, for America on the ship

yﬁieiaer, 0De Ci%es Do 5%

151 ussonsnachrichten, ¥ Jexr Lutheransy, I {July 12,
18&5). S04
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"Caroline," under Captain Volkmann.l® The Journey wae a2 d4if- j
ficult one and the voyagers encountered 81x heavy storms, g
ag vell as a cclllslon with snother ship in the darkness.1? ;
Hevertheless, the company of immigrants reached New York
safely on June 8, 1845, after a journey of fifty days.la
On June 10, Craemer and Dorothea Benthien were married and
two days later the colonlsts boarded a steamer for Albsny.
The group reached Monroe, Hichigan on June 17, 1845, buf
only after a narrow escepe in s train wreck.1? A location
Tor the colony was selected by Schmid and by the Beverend
J. F. Auch, It was 135 miles north of lonroe and fifteen

miles from Saginaw, Here they founded Frankenmuth, the ,

heartbeat of Lutheran missionary ectivitles to the Chippewa }
Indians.zo liere Belerlein came to assist Craemer and extend ”
the area of missionary operations.

While the people busied themselves erecting log cablnsg,

Croemer commenced his work and having obtained the services

- v

166 X ZAut AuK ne Mititheilungen sus und ueber
“lueck Auf," Kirchllche Hittheilung 8 ! 3
lord-Amerika, No. % (1845), no vagee listgd. Albert Kelser
incorrectly dates the month as May. See Kelser, on. cit.,
p. 61.

1?Theodore Gpraebner, Church Bells in the Forest (St.
Louis: Concordia Publishing House, 194LY, p. 3h.

IB"Neueste Nachrichten von unsern Jenseltigen Freun-

den," Kirchliche Mitthellungen aus und ueber Nord-Ameriksa,
No. 7 (18L5), no pages listed. :

191bid., No. 9 and 10 (1845), no pages listed.

“O1nia,
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of Jaumes CGruett, a half-blocded French Canadian, as inter
preter, he visited numerous Indlan settlements on the Kaw-
kawlin, Swan, Chippews, Pine, and Bell Rivers.t Two of
the settlements, separated by 24 miles of forest and seven-
ty miles distant from Frankenmuth, were ruled by tribal
chiefs who became interested in Craemer's work. One chlefl
~;as Bemassike living with his tribe near the Pine River,
and the other was Sauaban whose tribe lived near Swen Creek.
An Indlan medicine man, Olkskim, desired his two children
and two grandchildren to receive an education. Craemer,
therefore, started a day school for Indian children where '
they were taught in the Germsn, English and Chippewa lang-
uvages. In 1846, Craemer‘'s school could boast of thirty
children,?2 The firet frults of Oraemer's work wers an In-
dian boy about seventeen, his slsters Magdalene, age thir-

teen, and Anna, age seven. Their baptism occurred the day

23

after the dedication of the chapel in 1846,

Frankenmuth as well as the other Lutheran migaion sta=-

tions in Michigan had been under the supervision of the
Michigan Synod until 1846, In that year Craemer, Hattstaedt, |
X-and other Loshe misslonaries ssvered their relationship wilth

the Michigan Synod, which was organized by F. Schmid in

ZIKeiaer, On. Qito. Pe 63-
*21b1d., p. bWt
23Graebner, op. git., ». 39.
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1880, and orffered their sorvices %o the nsscent Hissourd
dynod.  "hey coame Yo thiz declslon after Pastor Zison Dum-
ser, wie had Dean trained at the Basel Hisalon Institute and
Bad been callsd o serve the [ndian slssion at 2abewalng,
yrefused %0 subseribe Yo Yhe Lutheran Confseslons. Crasmer
and his ecllespuss demanded thal Dumser ifake Yhe proper o=
dinafion oath or be dlswizsed and that the Mighizan Syned
discentinue i%s worthedox practlise of serving haterodox
congragations with Yord and Sacraments. ¥Yhen the Hichlgan
Syned met in June 18486, Tumser refused Yo comply with their
requoats and Sths Hishigan Symod refused %o take any sotion
against him., Craemsy, Trautmann; Lochner, and HattsbasdS
rerninated thelr relationship with tha synod and 'a;ith Faatoy
Aoheid and made overtures For wenbershiy %o C. ¥. W, Yalther
in the new zyred that was being orgenized. .

¥ith the ppganization of the Missouri Syned in 1847,
the Indlan mizsion sdations in Michigan wers traneferrsd to
the nav syned whieh superyissd them through o speoial mls-
2ion committes, Vhen Baleslein arrived in ¥ichigan %o work
among the Indlans, he found himeelf serving o newly organlied
syned oporsting e nwibar of missiens in exlatencs prior to

the formation of the syned itself,

2”’“:}1 & , Miek ! _ihre Meldenxlesion,” Lgx
Die Zynode Hichlgan une.
Luthepanep, I1 (August 8, 1B46), 98-100




CHAPTER IV
BATERLEIN, MISSIONARY T0 THE CHIPPEWAS

The arrival cof Balerlein at Frankenmuth on June 10,
1847, was & resvonase to a deep felt need on the part of
Crzemor and the young mission colony.1 Verk had increased
considerably and Crasmer found it difficult to look affer
the wants of both the members of the congregation and of
the Indian mlsslon., If the stated purvose of’ the Franken-
muth colony were to be realized, if the congregatlon were
to be a pivoet point from which would radiate the Goapel
message to the Chippewa, it was imperative that further as-
gistance be had. Balerlein's arrival provided that as-
gistance. low Craemer could give more time te the needs of %*
his colony and need not divide his activities between white
men and red man. Baierlein would spend his utmost energy

evangelizing the aborigines without the addltional concerns

offersd by an established congregatlon.

At Frankenmuth Balerlein assumed the duties ag Lutheran

: 2
pastor to the Indians who inhabited the gurrounding aresa.

He built a log oabin and received the Indisn boys into his

lchaerles F. Luckherd, Faith in the Forest (Sebewaing,
Michigan: published privately, 1952), p. 60.

lettle is known about Balerlein's activities with
‘Craemer in Frankenmuth.
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new home,’ Furthermore, he continued instructing the Indian
children nlready initiated by Craemer.l_The children were
instructed in the principals of the Christian religion as
well as in %he fhree R's., With the ald of an Indian inter- >
preter he praached to the Indians every Sunday, fhough he
soon reallzed that to be effective he must learn the Chippe-
wa 1anguage.a The necessity of dirset communication with
the Indians was essential for establishing the proper rap~
port between Indian and white man and Balerlein dlscovered
this sarliy in his ministry. He began to study the difficult
Chiprewa tongus and was able to master it in a few years.s

The efforts of Balerlein and Cprasmer were not without
Buceeas.6 On July 8, 1847 three Indiasn children were bap-
tized znd on July 26 an Indian boy and girl arrived in or-
der tc recelve Christian instruction. On the following day
the mother of these children came offering several other
children for instruction. Further encouragsment came with

the arrival on the 28th on an Indlan chief and his wife.
They desired to inquire into the nature of the Lutheran

3mnsodore Graebner, Church Bells %ﬁ the Forest (St.
Loule: Concordia Publishing House, 19 )s P 66.

4“Hlasionanachriohten,“ Der Lutheranex, IV (September
20, 1847}, 15,

EGI'_aebner, 0D, Q.i_t_o. Pe 66.
: 6“Unsera Mission in Nordamerika," Evangglisghp uts -
lsches Missionsblatt, No. 23 {December 1, 1847, 354=55.
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faith.? Both apoke wilth Craemer and Baierlgin and indicat-
ed that they would speak in turn to their t;ibe about Chris-
tisnity and «ight offer themselves To be baptized onca have
ing bescome convinced of the truth of Chrisgtisnity. In a
lettor to the Leipzlg Mission in March of the followilng
year Balerlein could report that six Indians had been bap-
tized, four being between the ages of ten and sixzteen, and
twe but o few wesks old. He wrote of the continued pro-
gress of the children who were attending the school, though
one must not think of these chlldren as model students or
as Christlans.® Only patient love coupled with diligent in-
shructicn can bring success.

In order te gain the greates® number of convertis as
well as to inform the neighboring tribes of the purpose of
the Frenkenmubth establishment, the misslonary made a number
of important Jjourneys into the interlor, one of which led fto
the founding of the mission station of Bethany. During the }

spring of 1848, Balerlein determined to visit a number of

71t 1 quite likely that this was the Indian Chlef
Bemsgslke znd his wife.

a"r ; iiches aus unserer Mlzsion
frfreullches und Unerfreu 2
unter den nordamsrikanischen Indiansern,” EV. h-Luthexr.

isches Missioneblstt, No. 14 (July 15, 1848}, 209.
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Indlan tribes, sepecially that of Chlef Bemassike.’ He had
oreviocusly vislted the chief and Bemassike had been at the
colony indicating at the time hig intersst in having his
people instructed in the falth and invited ons of fThe mis-
sionaries to =zettle ameng his people at Pine River.lgﬁ‘To-
gether with his interpreter, Balerlein arrived at the vil-
lage. They found the chief in desp mourning over the death
of his young nephew. The boy had been killed accldentally

when

ban?

1@ Tell inso the fire as he and others were making
Bugsr., Bemassike mourned the death of his nephew in usual
Indian fashion having blackened hils face and placed an Amer-
ican Tlag over the boy's grave, Upon belng invited into the
chief's home, Balerlein spoke %to him about Christ and the
coming judgment reminding Bemassike and the other Indians,
who had by now gathered about him, that Christ alone could
bring pesce. Beﬁasaike answered the misslonary confessing
that what he had sald was true and that he would respond to
the misgionary's admonition even 1f his own people refused
to do so. After comforting the beresved Indian, Balerlsin

departed, telling him that he would return to speak %o his

% iRaie Reige zu dem Hauptling Remassike," Evan-
ﬁazaaggggiiéiiﬁiﬁggb;gtt, No. 21 {November 1, 1848), 3§§£30.
The spelling of the Indian chief's name cccurs with e gr
AP orahB as the first letfer in his name. The lattei 28
been adopted throughout this thesls. Remagsike is a mis-~

gpelling of the name.

See also footnote number

10Graebner, op. git., b« 66.
geven in this chapter.
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pecple and galn thelr assent in heving him settle among
them.l1

After a day's Journey Balerlsin reached another Indian
gettlement and determined to address them about their spir-
ituel welfare. But here the missionary was 11l received.
Upon lInquiring as to their hope of a fuburs life, one In-
dian replled that he knew nothing about a heaven or hell and
that he cared sven lees. Having admonished them Baierleln
returned home only to learn that the Methodiats had sought
to estrange the Indians from their Lutheran falth.*? The
Methodists told the Indians that 1f they would continue %o %*
refuss to accept the Methodist faith, the government would
seize their land and move them to the far West. Balerlein
hsd often encountered such machinations and told the Indlane
that if they would refuse Christian baptism, they would take
up their abode not across the Misslsslppl but in hell.

[ Once again Balerlein visited Bemaasike's people and
diecussed with them the possibility of settling within thelr
midst.] He wanted to leave Framkenmuth earller but could not
dwe to an injured arm which he sustained when his horse and

wagon tumbled down & hill. Nevertheleas, after a two weeks!

11"Balerleina Reige zu dem Hauptling Remassike,” op.
eit., pp. 325-28-

127114, De 323n24; it i3 difficult to ascertain
whether or nétpﬁalerlein_returned to Frankenmuth at this
time or encamped in the wilderness. _
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reet, Balerieln declded he would make the trip and, there-
fors, left Frankenmuth on May 30, 1848, In three days he
reached the Pine River and the village of thirty Indian huta.
Balerlein had hoped to be able to address the entire village
on the day of his arrival, Instead, he found an Indian
drinking party in progress. Several Indian adults did wel-
come him at Bamacsike's hut giving Belerlsin the opportunity
to eddress them on the importance of his misslon. Since 1%
was Ascension day, Balerlein spoke to them and the chief of
the significance of this dayvfor the Christian Church.t3

On the following day the entire village congregated ab
the chief's hut to disouss the suggestion that Balerlein
live among them to instruct them and thelir children in the
Word of God., Balerleln furnishes an interesting description
of the character end dress of the Chippewas as they gathered
about him, The Indisns presented a picturesque sight as
they approsched the missionary. Many were dressed in thelr
best costumes, how poor they might be, and both men and wo-

men wore red embroidered stockinge. Several of the Indians

wers mourning a departed member of their family and had

vainted their faces black. Others had colored thelr faces

with red paint, a sign of great Jo¥y. The women carried thelr

baebies or led thelr children by the hand, while the men

walked stolcally alongside smoking their pipes. Seated on

131p1g., pp. 325-26.
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fallen logs or kneeling upon the ground, they awalted the
appearance of Dalerlein and Chief Bamaaalke.lu

The misalonary, seeing that the Indians had now read-
led themselves for the discussion, left the hut and ap-
precached them, He told them that he had come to make known
to them the Great Spirit, who not only created all things,
ags they alresdy knew, but who had loved them and all men in
that He sent to them His Son, Jesus COhrist. This Jesus
came in order to free them from thelr ains and had accom-
plished this when He died and rose again for them, Baler-
lein wen®t on %o tell them that even as one could only rsach
the right degtination of s town or clty by traveling upeon
the right way, 8o one could only enter heaven if he followad
the way that leads to heaven -- if he believes in Christ as
his Savior from sin., Balerlein had come o them to teach
them that way. He stated that he wished to preach to the
adults and to ervect a school for the young whereln the lat-
ter would learn both God's Word and the rudiments of learn-
ing. Balerlein added that he weuld not compel them to ac-
cept his proposition and that it was up to them to decide
whether or not they would want him to dwell among them and

to be thelr pastor and teacher. 13
A long period of silence ensued broken only when the

141bia.
151p1g. , pp. 326-27.
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chief arose to apeak. Ag far as he was concerned, Balerlein
sheould teke un hia abode with them and teach them the Word.
Soon other Indisns chimed in saying that it would be a good
ldea to have a school 1n thelr midat for the chlldren sincs
the school at Frankenmuth was too far away for their child-
ren to attend. The chief consldered the matter sattledf;nd
shook the missionary's hand. Balerlein agailn addressed the
group becaugs he wanted them to be certain that his mission
was not one of mere teacher, but that he was first and fore-

most & preacher of the Gospel and the CGospel was his primary

concern. They will have a teacher of their children only if /

they acespt him as a preacher to all. To thls end the adults
must promise to attend the church services and not only %o
gend the children to school. The matter belng settled Baler-
lein informed the Indians that he would return %o them in
fourteen days and that in the meantime they ghould erect two
huts, one for himsel? and the other for the interpreter. Af-
ter some concluding remarks Balerlsin departed for a visit

to Ssuaban'e tribe.16

1l
Ssuaban and hisz tribs were located at Swan Creek. 7

Before Balerlein's arrival in America Sauaban had shown an

interest in the Frankenmuth endeavor by @mending five child-

161biq. , pp. 327-28.
17444 ssionenachrichten, * op. gil., P. 14,
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ren to the Lutheran school,X8 Hence, Balerlein sough% %o
strengthen this relationsghip when he and his interpreter
Journeyed to Swan Creek, Arriving at the village Balerlein
sawv a number of the Indlans drunk and noticed an attitude
of hostility. Locating the chief he informed him of his
sarlier visit when the tribe had been away hunting and then
told of his willingness to preach to him Chrigt., But Saua-
ban replied:

I have already told you and Craemer that I wish to have

nothing to do with Christianity. I have no desire to

be in_heaven but want to he where my fathers now re-

side, 19
Though Sauabsn himgelf refused to begome a Christian, he did
not forbid his pecple to listen to Balerlein and to follow
him. He added that Af the people chose Chrigtianity, it
would be better to follow Balerlein than the Methodlsts,
since the Lutherans gave better instruction.2® Baierlein
addreszed the people telling them of their sins and of God's
grace in Jesus aaﬁraﬁing to them the life of Christ. Seve
eral young men heéded these wordé and declared that they
would follow Christ. Thereupon Balerlein departed and re-
turned toc Frankenmuth.

Bsierlein now prepared to dwell among Bemagsike's

181p34a.

19upaserleins Reise zu dem Hauptling Remassike,” op.
git., pp. 329-30.

201h4a,
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people at Pine Rlver., In order to reach this Indlan en~
campment from Frankenmuth one had to travel northwest up the
- Pittabavessee River for twenty-ona miles untll it meets the
Chipvews Rlver. The traveler would come across s number of
log cabins about a mile up the Chippewa River. Two miles
from thiz point is the junction of the Pine and Chippewa
Rivers. Bamassike's village would finally be reached after
crossing the Chippewa and followlng a path on the shore of

the Pine and going in a southwesterly direction.21

On July 19, 1848, Balerlein end six Franconlans started

for the Indian village. When they arrived at the camp, mos®

likely on the 22nd, they bsheld a dlstressing sight. The

Indiang wers starving., Seeing the missionary and his com-

panicns, they hastened to them and begged for food. 3Saier-
lein could not aid them for he had oniy enough for his own
neoegsltieg. The scens was ons of such abject poverty that

he namsd ths new misslon "Bethany,” that is, "House of Pov-

erty."22 Heanwhile his companions began to erect a log cabina

for Balerlein and his young wife, who arrived at 1lts com-
pletion, It was used for the school aa well. Balerlein at
first, however, 1ived in an Indian dwelling which proved %o

be uncomfortable as well as inadequate for his studies..

2lupinizss usber die Urelnwohner dleses Landes und was
von der GVanggliach-lutherieohen Kirche fuer sie gebhan
wird,® Der Lutheraner, V (July 2L, 18k9), 187.

22Thid.
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Often he found himeelf holding an umbrella in one hand to
shield himself from the rain while his other hand held a
Bible.23

The inhospltaeble surroundings were not the only hin-
drances which plagued Balerlein as he began hls labors among
the Chlppewas. Characteristlie of all Indians the Chippewas
of Bemassike'!s tribe were susplciocus of all white men and
Balerlein was no exception. The faot that the young mis-
slonary was unable %o supply their ﬁhyeical needs may have
contributed to thelr distrustfulness. When he began his
school only eight children attended. They were the guinea
pigs for the other Indlan children. If they survived the
first weeks of achool,‘the Indlans woulﬁ send the other
children to the white man's institution. The Indlans scon
learned to trust the mlssionary and the other children were
given toc his care. Baisrlein instructed them every day in
their own language ae well as in German and in English. The
children studled the familiar Bible stories and memorized
several hymns snd Catechism selectlons. By the beginning of
1849, Baierlein had ninetean enrolled in hig day school. In
addit;ona he inaugurated an orphan school for children who

had lost one or both parents and who could not be supported

by their relatives. Several of these children Balerlein fed,

23Equard Balerlein, Im Urw lde (Dresden, Germany:
Justus Naumann's Buchhandlung, 1889), p. 33.
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clothed, and sheltered in his own small home. In return
for these services, the children did manual chorss in the
home and in the fields.2”
It is not surprising that Balerlein's first converts

were children. They had been exposed to the New Testament

falth in thelir dally instructions and soon trusted both the

missicnary and the missionary's falth, The aporoaching
Christmas season put both children and missionary into a
spirit of joy as well as hopeful expectation. Freparations
had been umade to bring the spirit and customs of Christmas
into the wilderneas. The ohildren busled themselves learn-
ing Martin Luther's Christmas hymn From Heaven Above %o
Barth I Comg, which Balerlein and his interprefier had trans-
leted into the Chippewa language. MNrg. Balerleln made
Jackets, trousers, shirts, skirts, and other articles of
clothing for the Indian children.?? On Christmas Eve ap-
oroximstely forty persons assembled in the small log cabin.
Baleriein read Isaleh 9 as well as the nativity story and
gooke To the Indiens about the meaning of Christmas. At the
cempletion of the service the Indlans with their chlildren

26
gathered about the Christmas tree and received thelr gifts.

ZQ"Bethqnlen am Pine Rive zanhglisch—_gﬁggg_gghgg
Misaloneblatt, No., 9 (May 1, 16&9), 131-32.

25Baiprleln, op. ¢git.; Pp. 66-7.
26"Bethanien am Pine River,” gp. git., D. 132.
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Nineteen plates had been placed below the tree sach one con-
taining some bread and apples, which were also dlstribubted
among the children.?? It certainly vae a most memorsble

occaslon for all, for the Christmas story was strange to

most of the Indians and the Christmss tree and gifts stranger

atill,

Ten Indian children soon requested baptiam. Thess
children had been studying the doctrine of baptism in school
and, therefore, asked the missionary to baptize them.28
Most of the children were sonsg, daughters, or nephews of the
0ld Indisn chief Bemasssike, Balerlein invited Craemer to
perform the baptismal rite since he was not, as yet, or-
dained and so, Just after the new year, the children wers
baptized and receilved Christlan namea.29 Prior to the bsp-
tiem, Balerlein's wife gave birth to her riret ohild, a
daughter, who was baptized with the Indlan children.”0 ghe

had been named Theodosla. Two other daughters were born to

the Balerlein family while they worked among the Chippewas

272+ this time nineteen Indian children were enrollad
in the school snd hence the nineteen plates.

28wpathanien am Plne River," op. git., p. 129.

29 4Die lutherischen Missionstationen unter den rothen
Indienern in Michigen," Kirchliche Mitthellungen r%!éﬁfn-‘g{‘d-‘l
ueber Nord-Amsrika, No. % (1850), 30. Craemeg orda e
Balerlein on September 6, 1850. Ses Vierter ‘%B‘QQ%% Mig-
richt der deutschen svangel.-lutherischen .‘éx%u :'—ﬁ =
souri, Ohlo und sndern Stagten vom Jahre 1850, p. ~o.

30Bateriein, op. git., po. 70-2.
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in Michigan. Theophlle was born on Septembsr 20, 1850 and
Ulrike was born on May 7, 1852.31

Chippewss were no® at first amlable to the missionsry's meg-
sage; that they were susplclous of sending thelr children %o

Balerlein's school. DIrunkenness, spiritual indifference,

'ﬁfand haphazard church attendance contributed to the young

missionaryls difficulties. ® Excessive drinking was per-
haps the worst obstacle., It was common among all Indlan
tribes and had been a result of thelr contact with white
traders who were always anzious to sell their ware among the
unsuspecting Indiens. They often charged exorbitant prices
and diluted the whiskey with large quantities of waler.
Bethany had its share of drunkennses brought about by such
white intercourge for two traders were establlshed nearbdy
end distributed whiskey to both children and adults includ-
ing some of Balerlein's pupils. One of thess traders was 80O
incenged at Balerlein thet he openly threatened him, though

the threast was not carried out.2? A year before this, Baler-

I etter to the suthor from the Leipzig Evangelical

; thor's
Lutheran Mission dated January 18, 1954, and -in the au
possession. Theophile was merrisd in Erlangen, Gg’mggy on
October 18, 1870. Ulrike was confirmed in Hohenstaeds,

Germany, on June 17, 1866.

32upus einsm Briefe des Miss. Balerlein," Ev¥ elisch-
Lutherisches HMissionsblatt, No. 22 (Novembder 15, 1849), 337.

 331pia,, No. 21 (November 1, 1850), 329.
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lein's 1ife had been threatened by a number of drunken In-
dlans whe dlsliked the misslonary. However, no harm came
to him, though Balerlein was quite concerned.3* The in-
flusnce of these whiskey vendors was so strong that even
Balerlein's inferpreter succumbed and became a "drunkard
and a trader.'59 Baierlein often complalned about the perni-
hﬂcioua influence of the whlte man in general and the trader
.1n particular. Not only wers the traders a menace to Indian
qociety, but other white men including those in governmsntal
positions often had a negative influence upon the Indian.
.kThey cared 1little about the Indlan's material welfare and
%less for ths Indien's spiritual and moral conditlon. Bemas-
sike, the Indian chief, also saw the damage that was belng
done among his people by the unscrupulous whites end, there-
fore, wrote a letter in 1849 to the President of the United
States complzining of the unwholesome conditions brought
about by %he sale and consumption of whiskey.36 He writes:
i Teutn Sl Sothad ana et T vould hardly vo-
cognize my wife in her fine clothes and jewels. Bubt as
often ag I look about me, things appear the same. I
see no fine clothes and jewels, and my wife appears the
same. You have teken my land and I have recelysd no-

do
*hing in return. Now I am old and you cah 1o longer
anyt%ing for me. But you can do something for my sch.

3%uBethanien am Pine River," op. git., P. 131,

35upus einem Briefe des Miss. Balerlein," Evangelisch-
Lutherisches Misglonsblatt, No. 21 (November 1,'18535. 329.

36’%.‘he president at this time was Zachary Taylor.
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Do not forget 1t§37

Not only the lmmorel character of the traders and the
administrabors played havoc with the missionary's spiritual
ninietrations, bul churchmen of other denominatlions contrio-
uted to Balerleints difficulties and the Indian's confusion,
: Both the Roman Catholics and Methodlets sought to creats
?$suapicion and hogtility among the Chippewas toward thelr
pastor. In a letter written on August 1, 1849, Balerlein
mentiong the activities of the Romanists and Methodlsts,
adding that guch competltions on the part of different de-
nominations for the Indisns! souls causes them to think of
the missionarlies as mere vendors of religlons who peddle
thelr asplritual goods from village to village.Ba The Metho-
dists were, perhaps, the most aggressive and Balerlein a8
well as Craemeyr constantly remarked about thelr deceitful-
ness and obnoxlous slanders,’? Many Msthodlsts were located
near the Pine River and sought to gain converts from among
the Chippewas af Bethany. They told the Indlans that they
would find the "Germsns” to be deceivers and untrustworthy
and warned them not to assoclate with them. Unable, however,

to make any great inrcads into the Bethany miselon the Metho-

38up einem Briefe des Mlss. Baierlein,® Evgggs%isg§~
Luthe 1s%§§s ;izziggsb;gti, No. 22 (November 15, 1849}, 338.

39w pankenmuth, Cass River, Michigen im August 1848,°
Der Lutheraner, V (September 12, 1848), 4.
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diste in 185C lef% Pine River and moved to another river
from whence they continued thelr proselytiam.“o The
Methodlets received encouragement to continue their acti-
vitles when in 1852 the new Indian agent to be appointed
wes 2 Methodist as well.¥l This unnamed layman actively
gupported ths Methodlist ocause conducting religious maétings
among the Indians whom he visited. With the continuous ln-
curslcns.into the Lutheran mission, it was only natural
that some Indians defected to the Methodlst camp. In Jan-
vary 1852, Balerlein was compslled to mention that though
the congregation had grown to forty-one souls, two women
left to join the Methodist Chureh, having married husbands
affiliated with that communion.*2 On another cccasion &
number of Methodists sttempted to prevent a four year old
Indisn giwl from being baptized by Balerlein. They employed
the girl's %two older brothers as spokesmen of the Hethodist
cause bubt were uﬁsucceaaful in detering the young child.
She was baptized by Balerlein in spite of the protesta.uB

Baierlein's work wag not limited to the Bethany Indlians

I ! He-
407 nove mede a capeful study of the Congressional Ze
portg (1847-1855) and the Ann _5222£§§-9£~§B§'Egﬁggéigﬁbag
piscopal Church (1847-1853) and fall to fin dea %
'fg“ggg%;i@{ﬁ:”hethany, Luthersns, and proselytisi. ;

#lopaus einem Briefe des Miss. Balerlein,” E!é?&éléﬁgﬂf
Lutherisches Migaionsblath, No. 15 (Auguat 1, 1852}, 225.

%2111a., No. 7 (spril 1, 1852), 107.
431154, , No. 24 (December 15, 1851), 37L.
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alone but the mlsslonary, using Bethany as his poinft of
operatlon, vislted surrounding tribes in the hope of winning
gome of the Indlans for the Gospel.?“aére, emong the uncon-
verted Indlens, denominational competition was at its height.
’The Methodisgts would sccuse the Romane of interfering in
Thelr arss of work while Balerlein would likewlse acouse the
‘ﬁethcdisﬁﬂ cf undermining his nessage. Balerlein's mis-
slonary trips were a great dissppointment and failure. Ex-
cept for a few Indians, the misslonary's efforts falled %o
result in any masa conversions. He made several trips to
the Indlan settlement at Swan River sixty miles from Bethany
in the hope of converting the tribe or at least some of the
Indians. These attempts also falled. He had already vis-
ited this %tribe in 1848 ag we have noted. Then Pauaban the
chisf gave Balerlein some encouragement when he %told the
misgionary that he would never under any clroumstances be-
come a Methodlst.,*’ Naturally, Balerlein was greatly eur-
orised when, upon a return visit, he learned that Sauaban
had becoms o Methodlst. He asked the chief what had caused
him %o changs his mind to which Sauaban replied:

A To oo o T e on 1o the Nothoslste elvays do.

But bsceuse they never gave me 2 second's rest and con-

them to bap-
atantly postered me, I decided %o pernit
tize mg,“so that they might leave me some peacs in my

Wt ag, sohner dleses Landes und was
Riniges ueber dlie Ureinwo

von der evangeliach-lutherischen Kirche fuer sﬁesgethan
wird," Der Lutheraner, VI (January 8, 1850), 74-0C,
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old age.%5
Nor did Balierlein have any more success with sny of the
other tribes he vislted. Half of a tribe of Indlans living
thirty miles from Bethany near the Tittabawasse River became
Methodiste, while half of another band of Indiana dwelling
near the Maple River forty miles from Bethany sdopted the
Roman Caftholic faith.“6
Though the Bethany Indians may ﬁava been suspliclous
and in acme cases even hostile to Balerlein, they, neverthe-
less, kept their word and not only sent their chlldren to
school bub also attended the divine services. These first
services were held every Sunday morning in the log cabin
school house before the erection of the new church in 1851.
Here the Endiéns, young and old, assembled to hear Balerlein
preach the Gospel. On these occasions the Indlans would not
hesltate te converse with their neighbors or interrupt the
i‘preacher %o inject thedlr own thoughis. The children played
on the floor while the men smoked their pipes. Bglerlein

aid 21l he could to continue the service and to lmpress upon

the Indlans the need for a proper devotional attitude and

decorum.#7

k51pig. _ _ _ |

L8, : Balerlein," Ev 1igch~
Aus einem Briefe des Miss. ’

utherisches Misgiongblatt, No. 22 (November 15, 1849), 340.

u?Baierlein, on. ¢it., pP. 56-7.
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A% Tlras% the mlgslonary's sermons were translated for

' the assembled Indians but later, after Balerlein had learned

\ the difficult Chippewa language, he could dispense with the

Euse of en interpreter and address the Indlans in thelr own
tongue. It lg uncertaln as to when the language was mas-
tered by Baierloin 8 The problem of interpretation and
comaunication wag always a difficult one and all the mis-
slonaries worked together in order to overcome thie barrier.
Hisaionaries Craemer and Auwch translated Martin Luther's ‘

S8mall Catechism and Balerlein translated several German

hymne and vortlons of Isaish and the Psalter. He also re-
vised the Wew Tegtament which seems to have besn a Roman
Catholic translation.49 In sddition to these translatlons,
Baierlein wrote a textbook for his pupils which was divided
into two parts, the first part being a gpeller while the
sscond part was & reader. The mlgsionary had to travel 150
miles to Detroit to aupervise its printing.5°

Through the continued preaching of the Gospel and the
patient nastoral care of the miseionary, the adult Indians

followed in the footsteps of thelr children recelving Chris-

uaLuckhard, op. eit., D 63.

ug”Aus ginem Briefe des Mles, Balerlein," Evangell 1

Lut Aoril 1, 1851}, 97-8.
utherisches Elsgionsblatt Ho. 7 (Ax ' ‘ .
Luckhardomistakenly attrlbﬁtea the translation of Luther®s

%l“éli, Cateohism to Balerlein. See Luckhard, op. gif., De
o e

508g3eriein, on. gib., PP 128-29,
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tian instructlon and accepting baptism. In February 1850,
Balerlein's congregation numbered but fifteen souls, mosh
of them beling children,9t In October of the same year the
migsionary could report an increase of eleven souls, saven
gdults and four ::h:n.:l_dre.ﬂ..s2 Not only were more of the In-
dian adulte submitting to baptism, but those who were church
members withabood the temptations of their heathen neighboras.
Thus, Balerlein mentione that one young Indlan woman refused
to obey her heathen husband's commands that she deny her
faith. Another Indian woman was threatened by her half breed
hugband, but she replied that she must obey God rather than
men.53 On November 17, 1850, Balerlein baptized e hundred
Year cld blind Indian woman wheee name was Sarah.5‘* She
proved to be one of the misslonary's most faithful converts.
Even though she was totally blind and often plagued with
pain, she never failed to worship her Lord and Balerlein
visited her every day when he would read to her a portion of
the Seriptures and pray with her. Other converts were

brought into the church and Baierlein could report a total of

5lupus einem Briefe des Miss, Balerlein,” Eﬁr_ggge_ug_glg-_
Lutherigcheg Migsionsblatt, No. 11 (June 1, 1850}, 171.

521114, , No. 6 (March 15, 1851), 81-2.
531paa. o
54Ipia., No. 7 (April 1, 1851), 98.
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forty-one souls 1in December, 1851, among whom was the widow
of the old Indian chief Bemassike. He had dled the year
before without being baptizad.55 Before Bemasslke's widow
wag baptized she offered her sick child for baptlsm. The
child was baptlzed, but died two days later. Balerlein
foared that the child's death might be blamed on the bap-
tismel rite and a Methodist tried to convey that idea, but
Bemassike's widow Aid not succumb., Instead she was recelved

inte church membership after Christmas, sspecizlly request-

ing that it be after Christmes lest it bs congirusd that

she permitted herself to be baptized Christmas Day in order
te receive ths annual Christmes gifts which Balerlein dis-
trivuted o the members. Upon being baptized she recelved
the Christlan name Salome.56

As early ss August 1850, after returning from a trip to
the Indian mission station at Shebahyerk where & new church
wes dedicated, Balerlein thought of ereoting = church of his
own.>? tith the increased number of conversions and the
rising church attendance, & new church bsoame imperative.
Balerlein, therefore, in 1851 decided %o erect a log church,

bﬁt did not wish to utilize the fundg of the mission commit-

55 4 pug 3piefe des Miss. Balerlein ! _E_\mgg%ug_h-
&mm‘mﬂeégigimgqgtg, No. 21 (November 1, 1850), 329.

: 56"Hiﬂsionsnachrioht.“ Der Luthsraner, VIII {March 16,
1852), 119.

STn 2o Briefe dea Mies. Balerlein,* E elisch~
wﬁwﬁ;;ﬁiﬁ;ongb;gt, No. 3 (February 1, 1851?. 35-%.
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tee of the Misgourl Synod. He used instead the monsy that
wag 2% hand, 58 An English merchent also loaned Balerlein
two hundred dollars without interest.’’ Balerlein hired
another man and %ogether they erected the church building.
It was bullft alongside the log cabin which Baierlein how
used as a sacristy. The church bullding had six high win-
dows as well as a tower which contained a bell ordered froam
Chicago. The interior of the church had two rows of pews,
pulpit and the sltar, Friends from Dresden, Germany, donated
alter vestwents and the Graf von Eingledel presented the
congregation with a beautiful cruclflx.60 The church was
completed some time in the fall of 1851, and regular ser-
vices wers held in it by November of the game year. It was
during this time that Ernst Gustav Hermann Mieassler arrived
in Bethany heving been sent by the Leipzig Misslon Society %o
esslet Balerlsin.®l He mentions that upon his arrival the

new church with its tower and church bell “stood 28 a worthy

587wid. . No. 7 (April 1, 1852), 109. The Bethany Mis-
slon came unéer the jurisdiction of the Missourl Synod in
184G, See "Documents and Resolutions Pertalning touﬁfeaé ]
Lutheran Hissions smong the Indians in Michigan, 18441869,

Congordis Historieal Institute Querterly, II (January, 1930),
101-03.

59 npus einem Briefe des Miss. Balerlein,® Evangelisch~
Lutherigches Missiongblatt, No. 7 (April 1, 18525}'io§."h

soBaierlein, op. cit., pp. 152-55.

6 4341 s sionsnachricht,” op. git., p. 119. Hiessler ar-
rived in Bethany on November 8, 1851.
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decoratiion for the entire colony. 62
Before Balerleln undertook to erect a church he was de-
ternlned %o convince the Chippewas to settle permanently in
Bethany and to Tarm the land, ?he Indian's depsndence upon
;#the hunt for Tood coupled wlth his migratory nature had been
:hth@ greal stumbling block to the establishment ¢f any per-
; manent misgion in thelr midst. Balerlein frequenfly con-
; plained thet his school and church services were poorly at-
1 tended, since the Indilans would be absent from Bethany hunt-
ing in the forests or making sugar. Hence, as esarly as
1848, Boierlein abttempted to induce the Indians to accept a
more permanent abode, but whenever he would mentlon some
suggestion to the Indlans they would merely reply, "Yes, we
know that 1t is true and we'll do it whenever we have soms
time® and there the matter would rest.63 Neverthelessa, an
old medicine man promised to build himself a log cabin and
become the Tirst Indian to erect a permanent home.®* with
the death of Bemasgike, in the spring of 1850, the Indian

men turned to Balerlein for advice. They came %o him asking

62"Aus einem Briefe des Miss. Mleszler," Evan eéég -
Lutherisches Missiongblatt, No. 6 (Harch 15, 1852}, 88-9.

634 Balerlein,"” Evaﬁ rellgch-~
pus einem Briefe des Miss. bBa 2
Lutherigches Mlssionsblatt, Ho. 22 (Hovember 22, 1849), 336.

e A A et e e 20 St B A AR R

s iben des Migsionar Balerlein an den
‘Verwaltuﬁg:az;ggﬁugghgga-proteatantisohen Oentraﬁ—ﬂisslggs~
Vereins fuer Bayern in Nuernberg, dabirt von Bet anhen R
Pine River den 1. Oct. 1848," Evangelisch-Lutherdsoheg =28
gionsblats, No. 10 {(May 15; 1859, 150,
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him how they could lmprove their material welfare. Every
gpring the Indlans experienced a season of starvation, slck-
ness and often death, The missionary advised them to ersct
log cabins and to farm the soll planting potatoes end other
vegetables, But the Indiana would have none of it. Their
fathers had dwelt in tents and they could not bring them-
gelves to break with the past. At another meeting with the
men he promigsed the first one who would build a log cabin
home free nalls and free materials for windows. But no one
accepted this offer. For a long time nothing happened until
one day the chilef's daughter, a Christian wldow, volunteered
to erect the first home. Whén the men beheld fthe new log
cabin, they immediately decided to do the same and besleged
the missionary with requests for nails and materials for the
windows. DBethany now took on tﬁe appearance of a regular
village. Though the Indians did not give up the hunt, they
dld not remain dependent on it for their subsistence but be-
gan to till the soll and to raise varlous cCrops. Winter and
spring no longer brought stervation end since the Indians
busled themselves with their fields, they no longer left
Bethany as often ae they had in the past but remained at
home. Henoe, both school and church attendance became more

65

regular and the misslon became paermanent,

We have already noted that the Leipzig Misslon Soclety

65}3&191’1913. ek &-:}EE'I' DP. 135"'1‘]'1'
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had determined %to send Balerlein to India but illness and
the needs of Craemer brought Balerlein to America instead.
The misslonary, onoe in America, determined to remain among
the Indlians permanently. He never thought that he would re-
celve his former ¢all and sall for India. HNevertheless, the
missionary never lost his Interest in the misslon activitiss
of his brethren in Indla and sought to awaken a similar in-
teraat among his co-workers in America. To this end he con-
tributed & number of articles for Der Lutheraner telling his
readers zboub the early Lutheran missions in Indla and the
present work of the Leipzig Mission.b6 While the missionary
informed his reasders of the wonderful mission opportunities
in Indla, the Leipzig Mission Soclety, faced with a gerious
shortege of men, decided to call Baierlein to Indie. 1In a
letter written on July 17, 1852, and addressed to the Mis-
sion Committee of the Missouri Synod, the Leipzlg Mlssion
Sosiety informed the Missouri Synod of their plight and for-
mally requeasted them to release Balerlein of his work in
Bethany snd, 1 poseible, permit him to depart for Germany
R ol e year."67 Raierlein received the call to India
ot this ssme time. He states that it was not the first time

he cénsidered forsaking hls beloved Indiana. Eerlier he had

66“Lutherlscha ¥isglonsnachrichten,® Der Lutheraner,
VIX (Octeber 1, 1850), 21-2.

670p1e Indianep-Mission betreffend,” Der Lutheraner,

IZ (Qctober 26, 1852), 38<9.
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thought of returning to Germany vecause of his health,
having been 111 quite frequently. But now it was a call to
another land which would bring about hig separation from
Bethany. Thcugh he had come %o love his Indiang and they
in turn honored him, he, nevertheless, resolved %o hesd the
mission call. He gays that there could be no gquestion as to
whether or not he would accepnt the call. His life's vocae=-
tion was to be a migsionary and as a miselonary he must be
ready to ge anywhere at any tlme.sa For Balerlein the mat-
ter was decided; as soon as possible he would sail for Ger-
meny and from there to Indla.

Baierlein now had to inform his Indlans that he would
leeve them in order to serve the church in India. He chose
to tell his Indians during s regular divine service. His
text for that Sunday was in Acts 20 which treats of the
epostlo Peul's farewsll address to the elders of the church
at Ephesus. At the econclusion of the sermon Balerlein in-
formed the Indisna of his coming departure. He sald:

e T e, Ank a3 you sooapted tho

Yord of God, which alone can sanctlfy our souls, I

loved you even more. I had thought that I would spend

my last remaining days among yow, &gglﬂggg gggugggigion

o T E"‘niiii"cﬁﬁgi‘%eigﬁ any other separation

from you except death. But you know, o8 I often bave

! 3 are nob
t that God's thoughts and God's way
Qgidwg;g: g?tan we do not understand His lesdershlp,

but it is always holy, wisge, Just, and good. How, God,

685010rl0in, oo, gifi.s DPo 167-68.
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my Lord, has called me from out of your midst to ano-

ther people who llve far across the sea and do not

ﬁggg g§§’2ﬂ§§me.r Eﬁitngg giilcallgs me and I must
c] Hls call. L 80 & g0.

T™he days befors their departurs were ones of sadnees
for the Indlans and the missionary. Quite frequently In-
dlans cawe Lo vigit the mlaslenafy's family and bid them all
farewsll., The cld blind Sarah visited Balerlein ftwice a day
and ancther Indian convert, Pemagojin, visited the missionary
every dey. He would sit silently and every time just before
he departed esgain, he would say to Balerlein: "I shall nob
witness your deparbture, I cannot witness your departure, and
do not want to see 1%."70 A day before this departure
Pemagojin came agein to Balerlein as he was busy pécklng
hies bslongings. He ageln sat sllently watching his pasfor's
every move. Suddenly, however, he arose and embracing
Balerleln, kissed him. When he had performed his lagt ect
of love, he hastened out of the house. He kept his word and
was not present st Balerlein's departure.

Baierlein, his wife and three small daughters left
Bethany together with their maid on May 19, 1853.71 The
canse in which they were to travel Had been prepared for the

trip. The Indians who were to accompany the group brought

69&1:%— s DP. 170-71.

701pid., p. 173

' s11soh-
7lsgkyszen einer Relse nach West und Ost, " gggﬁ§g;_§3_
Lutherisches Missionsblaghti, No. 20 (Oatober 15, 1854}, 319.




L8
thelr cances alongslde. Also present at this occasion wers
Pastor G, B, C. F. Slevers, the president of the Mission
Comnltiee, and his wife., They came to bid the Balerleins
farewell and to exhort the Indlans to remain failthful %o
the YWord which Balerlein had brought them. Everything was
ready for their voyage, but the missionary remained in the
chapel which he had built praying that God would safely keep
"his red children."’® As he was about to leave the chapel
and board his cance, Sievers approached him and offered the
thanks of the Miselon Committee for all he had done. Baler-
lein then entered his canoe and escorted by many cenoes,
they left Bethany. As they departed Sievers and the Indians
eang the Gorman hymn, Allein Gott in der Hoeh gel Ehr und
Denk fuer geine Gnade.’- Around midnight they reached the

home of & Germen Tfemily where they spent the night. The
next morning Balerlein baptized an 1lnfant and then continued
the trip downstream on the Pine River, reaching Saginaw the
next dsy. From here they traveled by wagon to Pontlac whers
they boarded a2 trailn which took them to Detroit.7b From
Detroit they sailed to Buffalo, & trip which took twelve

hours. In Buffslo Balerlein visited the Buffalo Synod which

72Baieriein, op. git., p. 174
731via., pp. 174=75.

?4ugiizzen elner Reisé nach West und 08%," §!§ﬁ§§ll§§%‘
Luthergszﬁggzm;Qgioneb;att, No. 21 (November 1, 1854), 320-27.
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wag meeting ln conventlon and also traveled to Cleveland
where the Mliesourl Synod held its oonvention.75 After
leaving hls colleagues and frlends, Bealerlein and hie femily
procesded to Albany by %rain, then by ship down the Hudgon
to New York Clty. On June 28, 1853, they boarded the "Pat-
ria® and set sga2ll for Germeny reaching Bremen on July 25.76

Bederlein offersd a number of suggestions for the im-
provement of the mlselon at Betheny before he sailed to Ger-
many. In 18350 he had written that the best thing that could
happen to Bethany was to have a settlement of Christian peo-
ble 1iving with the Indians similer to the Frankenmuth col-
ony,77 However, ag we have seen, nothing materialized al=
though & few white settlers lived nearby but in mogt cases
they were not Lutherans. In Jenuary, 1853, Balerlein ad-
dresssd an interesting letter to the Misslon Committee of
the Missouri Synod in which he commented on the vwork of the
committes and offered some suggestions to improve both the
committes and the mission. He begine by saying that the

?57me s ¢ d Baierlein one hundred dollarg for
he Synod loaned Baler
his traveling expenses which he later repald. ©See Sisbentexr

Synod ~Lutherigchen Syno-
nodal-Bericht der Deufischen Evangelisch

de von Missouri, Ohic und sndern Staaten yon 1853, p. 33.
West und Ost," EY 21isch~
21 (November 1, 185%),

76"Sklzzen einer Reiss nach
Lutherigches ¥Misslonsblatt, No.

77uD1e aeutsch-lutherisehen Colonicen in Haghigen und
ihr Verhseltnis zur asuszern und innern Migs On.ﬂo_~§9¥185o)
l%shgrﬁitthailunggg aus und ueber Nord-Amerika, 0. '
38, i
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might of heathenisn is completely broken and that there re-
malns only one heathen family living in Bethany. However,
the same cannct be gald for the might of Methodism which re-
mailns o consbtant source of anxiety and®are the csuse why any
Indian stlill remains a heathen.“78 Balerlein now proceeds
to gilve advice to the committee., TFirat of all he ftells
sg\them “not te fall to take serlously the reports of your
}missionavies and wpite them frequently encouraging them in
jthalr work. "7¢ He says that Bethany has never received any
\éommunicationa from them by whioh the laborers wers encour-
aged and thet the relatlonship to the commifttees strengthened.
81t 18 in behalf of future missionariss and the Indlan con-
gregation,® says Balerlein, "that I make thls Pet1t1°n-'8o
;ﬁfSecondly, he urges the mission committee to vialt the Indian
Emission sither personally or through a representative. A%

\E;
Vthe same time the committee should vieit the school encour-

aging the Indian children by word and example. Baierlein
He tells them that it could
if the

offers two octher suggestlons.

%_Berve the Indian mission program more gffectively

committee would reside near the place of operstion and wadlLd

be acqusinted with the mission needs ab first hand. He sug-

P

785an gie Vepehrliche Missions-Comnigslon der evange-
lisch-lutherischen Synode von Missouri,* Der Lutheranos, ix

(Harch 29, 1853), 100.
"1p1g., ». 201,
801014, ;
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gests that the mlicelon committee be allowed to act on mat-
ters related %o the mission stations immediately and not be
foreed %o dslay thelr actlon until a synodical convention.

§ Finalily, in one of hie last ertlcles, Balerlein appealed %o
the readers of Der Lutheraner to glﬁe their full support tec
thelr missions and missionariaa.BI jIn order tc underscors
his appeal, he reminds the readera:what the German Luther-
ane had accomnlished for missions and what the Indians them-
gelves had done. “Surely," concludes Balerlein, "if these
German and Indlan Christiens can give so generously of their
material wealth to the missions of the church, then the
Lutheran reader will, yea, must do 1ikewisge. *82

Baierlsin had labored spproximately six years among the
Chippews Indians in Mighigan, five years of which he lived
with the Indians at Bethany. When he came %o Bethany he
found only spiritual and materlal poverty, suspiclon, and
even hostillty. Bub after five years of tireless devotlion
he left behind an organized congregation of fifty-eight souls

8 -
and hed srected both a church and school bullding. 3 Fur

thermors, the Indians had gettled down building homes and

8lupyer und ueber Mission," Der Lutheraner, IX (fpril

827134,

i
83“Aus Mizs. Balerlelins Bericht an die Syn?ge vogSOhlo,'
Evangelisch-Lutherisches Misslonsblatl, No. 12 (June 15,
1853 e 1??-
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farming the land. They begen to form a well knit community
in which the church was the center of activity. But most
important of all, Balerlein gave to the Indians a faith.
This was hls main reason for coming %o America and settling
ameng the heathen in the wllderness., This he accomplished
as he preached the Gogpel and administered the sacraments.
True, there were no mass convergsione. In many cases the
old and the young, the poor and the sick had harkened to the
white man's message and had accepted the white man'a God,
but what mattered to the missionary was that there wers som?
who came to Christ even though they were but few. They were
his spiritual children and he was their splritual father. ;
Now he turned to a new continent and a new peopls. Here he
would lebor thirty-three years before his retirement and
death., It i1s to this periecd of his 11fe which we wish %o

turn,




CHAPTER Y
MISSIONS IN INDIA BEFORE BAIERLEIN'S ARRIVAL

Christianity had an early beginning in India. In the
8ixth century merchants and refugees from Persla carried
the Gospel Lo Indis; for a traveler, Cosmas Indicopleustes,
found churches in Ceylon, on-the Malsbar ccast, and in Cal-
cutta.t 4s sarly as the fourth century a missionary, Theo-
philus of Diu, found a number of Christian churches in In-
dle.? For the most part the Christlans who first brought
the Gospel %o the Aslan continent were of the Nestorian per-
sussicn. However, in the ninth century, Europeans bscame
interested in India and Alfred the Great is sald to have
dlspatched an embaasy under Sighelm, Bishop of Shireburn,
to the grave of Saint Thomas in the land of Tamils and that
this embagsy worshipped at the grave of the famous apostle.?
Tradition states that the Apostle Thomas began mission work
in India during the first century.

It was not until the great maritime discoverles of the

fiftesnth century, which were made principally under the

. lgeorge Park Fisher, E&%&QEE.QS.EQE hy t98 Shurch
New York: Charles Seribner's Sonsg, 1 02), ». .

2Ibid., p. 45.

JBduara Baierlein The Land of the Tamulians and 1ts
ong, tranalated from the German by J. D. B. Gribble

nbotham and Co., 1873}, p. 96.
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ausploes of Portugal and Spsin, that Christian missions to
Indlie began in 2crnest, The Portuguese, who new bagan to
.

gottle in India, sought %o bring the heathen and Christian
inhabli®ants uader the subwission of Rome. The Archbishop
of Goa, ¥Henezez, traveled through the various Christian
dligtricets Qlatribvuting many alms in order to cause the
Thomas Chwlatlians, ag the avorigines vers called, to accept
the Howan Catholle faith, Backed un by hia purchased haaw
then kelp and accempanied by Portuguess soldiers he 4id all
he eould te 23bablish the Western falth, Hevertheless, the
people remained loyal to thelr snclent traditions., It was
not until June 20, 1559, that a Synod was sumsoned and the
Syriec pricsts uet with Nenezes and effected a uniocn. The
Syrisns rscognized the Popa and denounced the Patriarch of
Babylon., Hovever, they were pereitted to retain She sSyrian
language in their liSurgies instead of the Latin,”

"he most Tomous and perheps the moet suscessful QL. the
Jeauwlt missionwries was Francls Xavier, who carried Chris-
tianity to Indla and the Far Fast., He was & roomzate and

one of the =ariiest diseiples of Ignatius Loyola. In cbad=

lence to the Eing of Portugal, Xavier, as pope apostolls
nuneie for Indis, selled from Lisbon and landsd 2@ Goa on

May 6, 15&2,,5 At fliom he commenoced nig vork traveling ab

pa—

4
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first along the coast towards the South and there baptized
thousands of fishermen. His labors were extended to Molac-
ca, the Moluccas, and other islanda of the Eastern archipelago
and in Travancove he clalmed to have baptized ten thousand
in one month untill "in consequence of the exertion in bap-
tizing, his hands becaﬁe utterly exhauatad.“6 After seven
years of labor in India, Xavier sailéd for Japan in order to
establish a new misgion field.

Among many miselons esteblished in India the one lo-
cated at Madura was ong of the most famous. To this station
came Robert de Nobili, a relative of Cardinal Bellarmin. A8
a Jesuls he employed all hls talents and powers to convert
the inhabifants to Roman Catholicism. Seeing the lmpracti-
cability of forcing upon a people artificlal formg psocullar
to the habits and cultivation of a foreign race, he sought
to ovércﬂme this difficulty by appearing before the inhadi-
tants in their own customs and traditions. He lived and
olothed himself like & Brshmin eating the same food and ab-

staining from the same enjoyments of 1life. Surrounded only

by Brahmins he went silently every morning fio his ablutions

and proclaiming to his disciples the fourth Veda. In this

way he waz able to indoctrinate his followers in the tenets

of the Christiasn religion. Many ba}ieved and sccepted hls

bserve thelr

new faith., The new converta could continue to o

6Baierlein, op. cit., PP. 116 f.
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old customs wearing the hair lock and the Brahminical
thread, though the latter had to be sprinkled with holy
water. Vhen de Novill retired in 1648, he was feeble with
age and wag almost blind. As long as he had remalned in
Hadura, his work fared well, but five years after his de-
parfure and while he was still living in Mylapore it col-
lapsed. Hie disciples reverted to their old religlon and at
Balerleinis arrival bnly two hundred souls remained falthful
in Madura.7 ' l :

Sesides the Jesults, other Roman Catholic orders worked
zealously to convert the peopls of India. Dominicans, Au~
gustinians, Carmelites, Oratorians, and Capucins labored in
southern Indis. French priests had settled in Pondicherry,
which became so powerful thef a bishopric was established.
At times diécord hindersd the work of the Roman Church in
India, especially in the Malabar distrioct. In aspite of thls,
the church gained thousande of converts. Thus, in the year
1870 the Diccese of Madras counted fifty-seven p?iaats and. -
31,030 Christians; the Diocese of Fondicherry, including
Christiens belonging to Goa, numbered 1,29,844 sic souls

in addition to 118 churches, eighty-two chapels, two semi~

naries for priests, and several convents; and the Bishopric

of Coilmbatore had twenty priests and some elghteen thopand

: in
Cetholics. The Jesuite during this time were Very AEpang

7Ibid., pp. 113-18.
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the Diocese of Hadura, Here in 1870 were 1,6%,500 sic

Roman Cathollc Christlans worshiping in 163 churches and
chapels under the guldance of sixty-five priests.8

On November 29, 1705, Henry Pluetschau and Bartholomew
Zlegenbalg lef't Copenhagen to establish the first Frotestant
mission in Indla.9 They had been sent to Indla by the Dan-
iah king Frederik IV, He had been influenced by hls German
chaplalin, Dr, F. J. Luetkens, who had come in contact wlth
the Lutheran pletigts Spener and Francke. The two Lutheran
missicnaries arrived in Indla on July 9, 1706, the date
marking the birth of Protestant misslons in Ind.ia.lo Though
11l received by the civil authorities in Tranquebar, the two
men labored diligently learning the Portuguese and Tamil
lenguages. After less than one year, the firat convert was
baptized and scon the "New Jerusalem Church" wae built (June
to August, 1707).2* For selfish reasons both the Danlsh
olergy, the Governor of Tranquebar, and others attempted to
undermine the young mission. The missionaries were often

imprisoned. It was not unill Pluetschau arrived in Denmark

in 1713 that the missionaries could present thelr case and

8Ib1a., op. 120 f.

theran
951errid Estborn, "The Tranquebar Mission,' The Lutheran
Entgmrlge in Indla, edited by C. H. Swa?ely (Madras, India:
he Diocesan Press, 1952), p. 1.

101v1d,, p. 2
l1p4a., pe 3.
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the situation was somewhat allevisted. Ziegembalg worked
8ix more years preaching the Gospel to the Indians and
Portuguesge, but dled in 1719 in the prime of you_th.lz
Other men HTried to continue the work of Ziegenbalg and the
labors of J. Fabriclus were perticularly ﬁoteworthy. The
interest toward wissions was on the decline by the end of
the ecighteenth century. Ae a result the last of the Tranque-
bar missionaries, Caemmerer, in 1820, handed over the mis-
sion along with 1,300 Chrlstians, eleven catechists, and
eleven small churches %o the Society for the Promofion of
Chrigtian ?in.m:ledge.13 In 1845, Denmark sold :)_.ts colony,
Tranquebar, to Sngland on the condition that the congregatlon
remain Lz,z‘.therml.llz’ 4 |

Other Protestant groups bscame interegted 1in the great
misslon oopertunities 1n India. In 1784, a memorial was
drawn up by an association of Baptist minlsters at NHotting-
hem, England upging the people to more earnest prayers for
the outpouring of God's Spirit on both churches and PR

and adding: “the spread of the Gospel to the moat distant

perts of the habitable globe! should “be the object of your

s
"2.1._1316‘. . Daa¥e

131p1a., p. 13

1k Eatborn dates the sale in
Ibia.. p. 16, BSigfrid Es
184L, See p;.gé 14; Latouretts, howaver, ga:es ét in 1gh5é£
See Kenneth Scott Latourette, A History o the Expansion

%Srt.}_%&&ﬂ (New York: Harper & Brothers Fublishers,
1 o Vzp 1?-80 i
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rervent rem.zests."ls These prayera were ahswer;d with the
coming of Willlam Carey to India in 1793. In India Carey,
wlth the aid of the Baptist Misslon Society, founded the
migsion of Serampors. Carey was assisted in his work by
William Ward, a %trained printer, and by Joshua Marshman, a
gself-educated schoolmaster. Both arrived in 1799. At Ser-
ampore a printing press was set up, preaching to the heathen
was undertaken, and a school for the children of Europeans
openacl.lé‘

Besides the Baptiste, other groupe sent mlaslonariee %o
India to presch the gospel to the heathen. In 1798, the
London Missionary Soclety sent Nathanlel Forsyth %o India.
He labored in Bengel until his death in 1816.17 The Church
of England strengthened its work in India when Thomas Fan-
ghaw Middleteon (1769-1822) was appointed to the new see ab
Caleutts, He was followed by Reginald Heber (1783-1826) and
Daniel Wilson (17?8-1858).18 Amerlcan churchmen saw the op-
portunities in Indie and in 1812 the American Board of Com-
missioners for Foreign Missions sent 1ts first missionaries

to Calcutta.t’? Other denominations, either working with or

15righer, op. git., D. 585.
16Latou:_'et.te, on. git., pp. 104 L.
17Ibig., p. 108.

181414, , pp. 109 T,

19¥isher, op. git., D. 588
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independently of the American Board, augmented the Protes-
tant misslionaries in varlous parts of India so that by 1851
thers were 91,092 Protestant Christians in Indla.zo

The Leipzig Evangelical Lutheran Misslon, with which
Balerlein was affiliated, was founded on August 17, 1836,
having developed from s mission which mainly supported the
Basel Wission.?: Once organized, they decided to reopen the
eld Tranguebar mission., For this reason I. H. C. Cordes ar-
rived in Mpdeas on December 27, 1640 and on Harch 20, 1841,
he came %tc Tranguebar whers the ailing Danish Pastor Kundson
welcomed him., Cordes was followed by C. E. C. Ochs in 1842
and by J, M. N, Schwartz in 1843,%% The number of new sta-
tions inoreased rapidly. The lMisslon Soclety added & new
station in Mayavaram in 1845; in Vepery, Madras, which re-
ceived . ¥, Kremmer in 1848; and stations in Pudukottah

which the Leiozig Mission Soclety received for the Amerlcan

23 -
Mission in Medurs in 1848, Tanjore was added in 1851. Be

cavuse of the tremendous increase of atatiqna and the beckon-

ing opportunities from other areas, the Leipzig Mission found

itself in desperate need of additlonal men. It ia for this

S——

20y atourette, op. git., D 129.

2lgstborn, ope Cil.s Pe 15.

221?;@ pp. 15 £, Hellinger incorreotly states
bid., PD
Schwaptzls name as 7. M, N, Sohwartz.

23%2;&., pp. 16 f.
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reagon that 1% decldsd to call Eduard Balerlein from his
work aumong the Chippewa Indisns in Michigan and send him to
India. He accepted thies call realizing the extreme short-
age of men which cconfronted the Leipzig Mission Society in

Indig,.
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CHAPTER VI
BAIERLEIN, MISSIONARY TO INDIA

BLduard Belerlein and his family reached Germany on
July 25, 1853, They disembarked in Bremen and remained
wlth gome frlenda for twe days beforse continuing on their
Journey, which %took them to varlous parts of Germsny and
Poland.! During the thres months' visit to their homeland,
0ld friendshipse and acquaintances were renewed. Balerlein
took this occasion to vieit Wilhelm Loshe, the founder of
the Frankenmuth colony in Michigan. Loehe had terminated
his relationship with the Missourl Syncd due to doctrinal
diffioulties and hed decided to establish a new colony of
Lutherans in Iowa.> Asking Balerlein what he thought of
settling o colony of Lutherans in Iowa, Balerlein agreed
that thig ldes wae a good one.> The Lutherans who had,
therefore, lsft Michigan for Iowa in the fall of 1853 were
augmented in July of the following year when reinforesments
arrived from Neuendettelssu in the persons of Pastor Sigmund

Fritschel, Candidate M. Scheuller, Student Duerr, and & num-

isch-
lugkizzen elner Relse nach iest und Ost,* EE.%L‘%%E%E
Luthepisches Missionsblatt, No. 21 (H""mbﬁr Sl ;

8t, Louls:
“Walter A. Beepler, A %&%ﬂ o %(
’ L]

Concordia Publiishing House,

3111-_0.”& @ E%I_@L%%Qm M aus m uebsy Nord-
Amerikg, Wo. 185
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ber of 1mm1grants.g

One month afteor Balerlein's return to Germany, he wes
invited to address the annual Dresden Mission Festlval. On
thls occaslon he told the agsembly of his work among the
Chippewa Indiang in Michigen and described to his German
gudience ths charscter of the American Indian. Bethany had
changed completely since his arrival in 1848, Ho longer can
one hear the beat of the Som-tom calling Indiens, elther to
heathen rites or drinking bouts. Only the ring of the
church bell can be heard in the forest. Nor do the Indlans
dwell in dirty tents or hute but in log cabins. Clvillza-
tion and Christianity have come to Bethany and have trans-
formed 1t from a village of squalor to a respectable com-
munity, though Balerlein adds that there still is much room
for Christian growth.5 The misslonary concluded his address
by imploring the people to remember him as he prepared to

leave for India and to pray for the work of mlsslons, closing

H
Bls remerks wlth "with might of ours can naught be done.

On Auéust 30, 1853, Balerleln and Meischel were com=-

p, 1 g ‘ £ the American Luther

P. H. Buehring, The Spirlt O

Shurch {Columbus: The Lutheran Book Concern, 1940), pp. 38
T

Su Baierlein belm Dresdener
Ansprache des Misslonars ’
Misalcnsfegts,“ Tvangelisch-Lutherisches Migsionsblatt, No
17 (Septomber 1, 1853), 252=56.
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misegioned by M. Schnelder in Leipzig for servies in India.6
goon Baierleln and his wife sald farewell to their friends,
leaving thelir daughters with friends in Germany but bring-
ing thelr new born son, Theodosius, with them, They tra-
veled through Bohemla and Austria and reached Trleste where
on November 10, 1853 they boarded the ship, "Haus von Holz,*"
waleh %ook then to India.! While traveling to the Adriatic,
Baierlein and his wife became geriously 1ll in Carnlola and
were afraid they they would be unable to continue to India.8
The passsnger list consisted of several Englishmen, a Ger-
man merchant who was returning to Bombay, two Basel mis-
slonarics who were going to India, two young women who were
going to serve the mission in Indla, and several others.
Affer & two day journey, the ship anchored off Corfu %o take
on coal,” They left Corfu and reached Alexandria, Egypt on
November 15, five days after they had left the European oon-

tinent.*’ Here they were able to rest a day and to take in

I

1 nach
Schnel-

64 ' lein und Melsche
'Abordnung der Missionare Bajerleln
Ogtindien am 30§'Aug. 1853, durch den Herrn Diac. M.

der in Leipzlg," Evangells h-Lutherisches Mission
20 {October 15, 1853), 296~301.
| ?Letter to the author from the Lelpzlg Evangelical

]
Lutheran Mission dated Jsnuary 18, 1954, and in the sauthor's
Posgessglon.

84gxizzen elner Reise nach West und Ost," op. Sife,s Pe
335.

9Ibid., ». 336.
103&;&1., p. 338.
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the hlstoric elghts. Balerlein mentlons seeing Oleopatra's
Needle, Pompey's colurne, and other interesting remnants of
ancther age, as well ag s slave market. While in Cairo
Balerleln, in the company of other sightseers, visited the
pyramids. Leaving Caire by train they reached Suez and on
November 22 salled down the Red Sea to Aden where the ship
rafueled.ll Helf way hetween India and Arabla the shlp
stopped to bury the body of a young Englishman who had died
at sea,l? They reached the Maldive Islands on Decembsr 10,
and three days later anchored off Ceylon, Finally, cn
December 17, 1853, they reached Madras, India.t3 Balerlein
had arrived safely af his destination, having travelsd six
thousand milea.

Since Madras had no port to accommodate the large ship,
Baierlein's boat dropped anchor over a mile off shore. Na-
tive boats called "Eattumaram® sailed out to greet the for-
eign vessel and soon other boats arrived +o take the passen~

garg to shore The travelers were lowered to these boats on
- o

1

chairs. HNo one was on hand to greet the Balerlelns, slnce
' 1h
no one had expected them %o arrive at that early date.

L U Tt il BB B

11pia., o. 342,
127004, , p. 9.
13..1._12'1..'.9:.—'& v. 350.

1% uppg pfe sus Indien," Evange 1g h-Lutherisches Missiong-
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The Balerleins went to the home of Missionary C. F. Kremmer
in Vepery, a suburb of Madrag, and were carriled there in o
balanquln, Here they remained until they learned where they
would be atationed, Meanwhile Balerlein aequainted himgelf
With Kremmer's work among the Tamils. On the following Sun-
day Baierlein attended his first Tamil service, though he
was unable to understand the language. In February Kremmer
and Balerlein attended the annual miasion conference at
Tranqusbar where it was decided to send the new nigsionary
to Sadrag,l5

Balerlein, together with his family, errived in Sadras
in the latter part of July, 1854, spending the greater part
of the year learning the Temil language.'® Sedras, with a
Population of 2,500 souls at that time, is located 42 miles
gouth of Madras on the Indlian coast. The city, once occu-
bled by the Dutch, contained numerous ruins of these former

European inhsbitaents and the homes of the natives were no

better than these Dutch ruins. It was only with difficulty

that Baierlein found e habitable dwelling in the home of a
Heathenism was dominant among the people,

Portuguese man.
who, in ths course of time, had erected thirty-five temples.

R e

15"M1ttheilungen aus einem Briefe des Mlsslonars Baler-
lein an unsern allgemeinen Praeses,” Der Lutheraner, XI
(October 24, 1854), 37. In this same letter Balerlein re-
Quests his old friends to send him Der Lutheraner.

léThe letter from Lelpzlg Mission states that Baler-
lein's daughter remained in Germany.
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With ell 1ts poverty Sadras, nevertheless, had a faiwvly
healthy climate and the sea breezes made the area more
bearable in the heat of the sun, Furthermore, the town con-
talned healthy drinking water, something not too prevalent
in moat Indian towna., Though meat and bread had to be im-
portad from ancther town twenty miles away, Sadras had =
snall merket plece where the Balerlelins could purchase fish,
crabmeat, rice, and other necessities. Sadras also bossted
of a small inn where European travelers could spend the
nighﬁ.l?

The congregation in Sadras was newly organized and at
the missionary's arrival numbered forty souls, who were of
the lowest and pocrest caste. The poverty of the congrega-
tion nsgerted itself soon after Balerlein came. A six year
o0ld lsme orphan presented her#elf to Balerlein and not hav-
ing a home of her own was taken in by the Balerleins, It
was the beginning of his orphanage, for other children were
Boon added.l® Onoce a three week old baby was recelved from

a dying heathen mother. The child was baptized and named

Moses, 7 By December, 1854, Baierlein took care of nine

=
=i
=

17E. R, Balerlein, lnter den Palmen (Leipzig: Juatus

Naumsnn, 1890), pp. 26=9.
gblatt, No.

la“Sadras," svangelisch-Lutherisches Misslonsbliabs,
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children, <0 “hough they had a school, they had no achool
bullding and %he fourteen children met with thelr teacher
on the veranda of his home. The school and orphanage often
received girts from friends in Germany and Amerioca. 2l

With the inoreage of both the congregation and the
achool, Balerlein decided to ersct a permanent church bu{ld-
ing. There was a sultable plece of propdrty between the
town hall and the sea which belonged to the city. Balerlein
contacted the British official in charge of the dlstriet and
exactly one month after his arrival in Sadras received a
Tavorable reply. On November 13, Sadras received a vielt by
the most important native officilal in the district. Known
a8 the "Tahgildar," he arrived in great pomp and circum-
stance accompanied by a special police force and servants

and preceded by s man who heralded the "Tahsildar's' arrival

by blowing a horn every two minutes. A% noon he visited

Balerlein to diseouss the property which Balerlein had pro-

posed for the new church building. The two went to the lot

and gurveyed the land. Having reached a decision %o erect

the church for his congregation,2? Balerlein's task now was

2043adras," op. cit., D. 67.

2l upsscheinigung, " Evangelisch-Lutherisches lMisslons-

2zBalerleln, Unter den Palmen, DDP. 31 f.
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to aequire bullding materials. One Indlan suggested that
Belerlein use the bullding blocks which remained of the for-
mer Dutch settlement. Again he wrote to the British offlcial
for permisaion To utilize these blocks and received an af-
firmative reply. Wood for the new church had to bs brought
forty-two miles. The church bullding was fifty feet long and
twenty-two Teet wide, with a flat roof because of the

storma, and s verasnda in the front of the bulldmg.a:” The

eight windows, which were of Gothic design, proved quite an

obatacle for the native bullder, since he had never seen a
Gothic window before. Balerlein had to show him how it was
done, Above the entrance of the church were placed the
words of Msark 1:15 in the native language, namely, “The time

18 fulfilled and the Kingdom of God is at hand; repent ye,

!
and believe the Gospel. T

On July 29, 1855, the eighth Sunday after Trinlty,

Balerlein dedicated the new church. Since the sacrament

would be celebrated on dedication day, Balerlein called the

congregation together on the Friday before the service to

20~
admonish them concerning the sacrament. On Sunday the P

———
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ple entered the church, the women sitting on the right side
and the men on the left. The lectlong were taken from Psalm
136, Luke 19:1-10, and Rev, 21:1~5. Misslonary Kremmer
preached the maln sermon basing his message on Psalm 84,
After the sermon they celebrated the Sacrament and thirty-
five communicants received Holy Communion, including Baler-
lein and his wife. In the afternoon Balerlein preached hils
first sermon in the Tamil lenguage. From that time on he
preached in the natlve tongue every Sunday.

A dlnner was served after the services. Balerlein had
?rdered rice and four sheep, but the sheep did not arrive
and instead they ate goab meat.2? It was a jJoyous occasion
for all except the Balerleins, who had burded their little
son, Theodosius, who died of cholera on March 8, 1855.2-6
Theodosius was born in Germany some time in the fall of 1853

shortly befors they sailed for India, The 1ittle boy hed

been the joy of both parents and natives and often at the

invitation of a native friend, had ridden on ani elephant.

We have salready noted the dire poverty of the Chri
lost of the Christians were

pelty of fish, they

in Baierlein's congregatlon.

fishermen, but when there was & 8C&

er vom 6.

25 '!Aus'emem Senreiben dés Hizgionars Kremm
August 1855,% op, oit., pp. 324-26.

263aierlein, Unter den Pslmen, PP. b6 f.
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sought work olsewhere, if any was aveilable.2! What the
congregetion lacked 1n the material things of 1ife 1t made
up in spiritual riches. The ehildren of the day school
prograagsed in thelr studles and grew in their falth.. On .
the Mondey following the dedication of the new church,
Balerleln examined the children in their studies. In-the
first cless, one boy and one girl had studied the Biblse
stories from the Creation to Joseph, as well as parts of
the Small Catechism. B8imilarly, the second class performed
their work well studying sactione of the Gatechism. The
third class was adept in spelling.28 The adults also made

strides in their faith and on January 3, 1856, the mis-

glonery could write thet "the congregation is attentive at

divine services and harkens to the Word more and more. "7

The congregation incressed when nineteen gouls Joined thse

church, most of them former heathen. Some of the heathen in

Sadres were openly hostile to the missionary and to Chris-

tianity and began to rebulld their temples, However, other

heathen were friendly toward Balerlein. Thirty-seven of ;

them petitioned the misslonary to begin a school for the

3 .
“fIvid., p. 38.
zs"ﬁus einem Briefe dés Migsslonara Kremmer vom 6. Auvg-
ust 1866," gv. git., p. 328
29"Aus einem Schreliben dea Migs. Balerlein vom 3. Jan-

uvar 1856, " Fvan§eliegg-Luthegiscges Miggiongblatt, No.

( March 15, 185
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heathen children, but he declined,>° since they had no in-
terest in Chriastianity.

Balerlein never lost interest in his friends at the
Bethany mission in Michigan nor in his friends of the Mis-
sourl Synod. In February, 1856, Ferdinand Sievers read a
letter to the Indians from Balerlein in which he exhorted
them to remain fervent in the falth and true to Mjessler,
who was migsionary'to the Indians at this time.31 Nor did
The Migsourli Synod forget their former co-worker, but often
sent him money and other gifte for his work in India. No%
all the assoclations with Americs were friendly ones, how-

ever. In an article written by F. Winkler in his Kirch-

liches Informstorium in August, 1856, he said that Balerleln
made the statement that it was the duty of the Migsourl

Synod to destroy the Buffale Synod, regardless of the cost.
Balerlein vigorously denled ever making such a sbatement.

In g letter written in April, 1857, he underscored his state-

ment with an unequivoocal "no, 132

On January 4, 1856, Balerlein became
Actually he suffered

seriously 111 with

what he describes as " jungle-fever.®

O1mag., p. 82. |

3lupeige nach Bethanlen,“ Der Lutheraner, XII (June 17,
1856), 174.

32spusg Ostindien,“ Der Lutggraneg, XIII (July 28,
1857), 197.
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from severs heat prostration, s The misasionary became 80
111 thef he was unable to care for himself any longer. For
s while Balerlein wag under the care of o native doctor aft
Heyavaram, but when his heslth grew worse he moved to Tran-
quebar. Hers a European doctor gave him fifty-eight grains
of calomel and ninety-nine grains of quinine for a pericd

of Yive days. The fever soon left him, b;xt he was not well.
The doctor, therefore, advised him to leave the area and %o
have & long rest in Cotacumund on the Blue Mountains in
gouthwest India. Balerlein and his wife left for Ootacumund
in February, riding in an oxcart, a trip which took them
twenty daya.’ji’b Here the Baierlein'a stayed for about one year
and during thils time Balerlein's wife gave birth %o her
£17th child, e dsughter named Peregrina,’> During his ab-
sence, Missionary Kremmer ministered to the needs of the

Sadrzs Chrigtiana.3®

¥hile Balerlein was recuperating at Ootacumund, the

missicnaries held their annusl conference at Tranquebar and

decided %o combine the Sadras mission with the new migsion

334pug einem Schreiben des Mies. Baierlein aus Ut;l- i
&

kamund, Ende April,” Eyangelis n-Lutherisches Missionsbla
No, 19 (October 1, ],8535. 289, _ _

31&3&181'16111, Unter den Palmen, De. 50.
35 "Nac‘zhri’cht'Von'Miaa. Boierlein,” Der Lutheraner, XIII
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at Cuddalore.’?! Balerlein was assigned to gerve the new
mission ares, which contained one and thres-fourths milllon
heathen who had never heard the Gospel, He was to decide
where he would live and from where he would make his many
missicnary trips. Balerlein chose to move to Cuddalore,
though reluciantly since his little son had been buried in
Sadras. Balerleln left his mountain retreat some time 1n
December, 1856, reaching Cuddalore on December 10, 1856, in
a fierce storm.’S The missionary remained for a short time
staying long enough to sesek living quarters for a Temporary
residence until the time when he would make Cuddalors his
permanent abode. Leaving Cuddalore, Balerlein pagsed through
Pondicherry and Alambarel preaching to the natives in the
latter place. Hore he conducted religlous services with a
number of Christlans and heathen and admonlghed them on the

basis of Phil. 2:5-11 to "bow the knee before Christ, 39

Fingily, late in the evening of December 15, he arrived in

Sadras.’® lLearning that the missionary had arrived, the or-

phans hastened to greet him. A whole year hed gone by since :

they hsd seen their beloved friend. They, a8 well a8 the E

37Baierlein, Unter den Palmen, DPD. 66 f.

38uaug Miss. Balerleins Tagebuche,;-Ev 93113 -Luther-
isches Migglonsblatt, No. 7 (April 1, 1 5’7&&'&7 , 93
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others, were glad that he had returned and had recovered
his health,

Ealerlein did not take up his permanent residence in
Cuddelore lmmsdiately. Since he was &tlll responsible for
the Sadrae congregetion, he sought to strengthen hls Chris-
tlans in Sadras and to vielt the various towns and cities
betiween Cuddslors and Badras preaching the Gospel to the
heathen and strengthening et the same time the falth of the
Christlsns. He visited his friend Kremmer in Madras. While
returning from Madrss Balerlein again became i11. It is
Alfficult to aacertain the nature of hlg illness, though it
may have been a recurrence of his former allment or some
other malady. Upon reaching Sadras alone on Christmas evs
he spent & restless night, weakened by sickness and plagued

by thoughts of death. Should he die, he lnstructed hig

catechist to bury him neer hils son. Though his illness

taxed his physical strength and disfressed hls soul, he
managed o oreach to the congregation on Christmas day and

to dlstribute the gifts of clothing that had been sent by

nis German friends. The next day Balerlein examined the

school children snd was happy to find them well instructed

in the fundamentalsg of the Christian faith. Besides study-
ing the 0ld and New Mestaments and Luther's Small Catechlsm,

they aleo gave a good account of themselves in reading,

I
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wrlting, and in the underatanding of Tamil grammar.ul

Balerlein's 1llness, though severe, was of short dura-
tion. Feeling better, he decided on another Journey to Cud-
dalore and the villages between 1% and Sadras. On December
29 he left for this southern missionary Journey.#z The time
wes8 not most conduclve for such a trip since a terrible
storm had caused floods in many places. That night his
wagon accildentally sank in e flcoded area and it was only
with great difficulty that Balerlein, with the ald of ten
other men, wae able to extract 1t'aga1n.” ﬁis personal be-
longinge were sooked and his pet dog drowned. The party
now continued their journey reaching the outskirts of Pondi-
cherry =t midnight on Dacember 31. The exposure to the rain
and the unheslthy conditions caused by the storm and the

flcod wveaulted in snother attack of fever for Balerleln and

The misslonary and his
3

he cculd rarely leave his wagon.

L
perty resched Cuddalore on January 2, 1857.
The news from the congregation in Cuddalore did in no

way contribute to Balerlein's recovery. The catechist of

the congregation informed him that internsl dissension had

weakened the members and that attendance at dlvine services

“l1ma., vp. 97-9. |
42"Aus Migs, Balerlein's Tagebuche, 2. Febr. 1857,°

M-Lumer;uhga Misslonsblatt, No. 9 (May 1, 1857),
25.

431p14., pp. 125 f.
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was at a low ebb, Tor often only five persons were present
and never nore than fifteen., Furthermore, two families had
arrayed themselves againast the catechist and had refused to
attend the servlcea untll the catechist was removed. They
kept their word and had not worshipsed in the church for five
months. One of the families even threatened to Join the
Roman Catholic Church.ba Somewhat recovered from his fever,
Baierlein sought out a number of heathen in Cuddalore and
preachsd %o them., Seeing some Brahmans, he engaged them in
a religlous discussion questioning them about their ldols.
When they admitted that their idols would melther talk nor
hear, he told them of the coming Judgment, To Baierlein's
surprise, the Brahmans listened attentively to hlis message
lnterpreting his words to those nearby. On the following day
Belerlein conducted religicué gervices for the Christians
and the oatechist's words were confirmed when only fifteen
adults and children attended. The missionary reallzed that
much work must be done if the congregatilon would ever grow

in sanctification. He then left Cuddalore for the annual
er of towna en route.

ks

mission conference preaching in a numb

After the mission conference Balerlein returned to Sad-

ua;blg., p. 126, Sources do not reveal the result of
the controversy.

451paa., pp. 127 f.
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ras arriving there on February 28.'*6 The time had come to
leave Badras and to take up his residence in Cuddalore.
Balerlein's family was not living in Cuddalore. He bade
farewell %o his friends, both heathen and Christian, and
together with the orphans began theilr Jjourney to Cuddalore.
During this etay in Sadras a church bell arrived from Ger-
many which was a gift to the Sadras congregation from sev-
eral women in Germany. While he had been absent from Sad-
rag three of the orphans hed dled and now ornly eleven
children remsined, five boys and six girls. The group was
accompanied out of the clty by twenty men and a grandmother,
who had entrusted three orphaned grandchildren to his care.47
The missionary and his orphans arrived in Cuddalore on March
9, 1857, which wmarks the beginning of his ministry to the

young misaion.ua

Cuddalore is located south of Sadras in the district of

k9
the same name and was the capltal of the digtrict. Ite

vopulation at that time numbered fifty thousand, as comparsd

with three thoussnd in the city of Sadras. Unlike the pov=-

aé"kue Migs. Balerlelns Tagebuche.g Ev £ 91; ~Luther-
lsches Hissionsblatt, No. 11 (June 1, 1 57) .

B?1paa., pp. 171 f.

o g Tagebuche,” Evang 1isch-Luther-

"Aus Misg., Balerlein

lsches Migsionsblatt, No. 1k (Augus® 1, 18577, 215.
The district 18

49Baierieln, Unter den Palmen, D. 85-
also known as South Arcot. :
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erty of Sadras, Cuddalore could boast of fruitful regions
end both large and small rice patties. One of the firat
things the misslonary did upon his arrival was to vialt the
Collector, the Regent of the Cuddalore district. He was an
elderly man whose family remained in England while he ad-
minlstered the affairs of his government. The meetlng of
these two men was stiff and formal, for the Collector did
not care tc have missionaries in his district, much less in
his vlcinlty.5o One of the first questlions asked of Baler-
lein was why he had come to Cuddalore. Balerlein retorted
by stating that he was in the city for the same reason that
he, the Collector, was there, namely, because he hed been
sent.51 Shortly thereafter the migsionary chanced to mest
the English chaplsin who candidly told Balerlein that he did
not know whether he could extend to him the right hand of
fellowship, sinee he had probably come %o overturn the Eng-
1ish misslon end to steal his wembers. Balerlein, however,
expresged hiec pleesure at such candor and. replled:

Allow me to gilve you the same angwer, as under s.’l.milarg

2

the will
circumetances, I was in the habit of gi..ving to
Indiens of Nowth America. It was thisi walt and see.

In order to prevent the appearance of wanting to ateal

50pauarg Balerlein, The Land of the Tsmulisns and Ibe
Migglons (Higgenbotham and Go., 1875), P 170

51paieriein, Unter den Palmen, pp. 87 f.

52pa1erlein, The Land of the Tamulians and Its Hiselens,
p. 170,
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membera from the English mission, Balerlein rented a house
in the new section of the town, three miles distant from
the old ftown, and here went quletly to work. It was Baler-
lein’s task %o minister to 160 Christisns scattered in nine
different locelliles including Cuddalore and points es far
a8 seventy-five mileea awa.y.53 Using Cuddalore as hils base
of operatlon, the misslonary visited the surrounding area
strengthening the Christiana and preaching to the heathen.
Thus, in the epring of 1857 he visited Tuckanampakam eight
mlleg away. At first the heathen refused to listen to him,
but the missionary was able to quiet the e¢rowd and to tell
them of Christ. On June 16, 1857, Balerlein set out on a
trip thet took him as far a.s' Sadras., Passing th;-ough Pondi-
cherry and Sindivanam, he took every opportunity to address
groups of heathen as they went sbout their work or gtood
near their temples. In Pondicherry he addressed a group of
Brahmana, one of whom admitted that he did not belleve in ;
the 1dols whom he served but was merely a priest in order to '
gain s livelihood. Balerlein remained elght days in Sadras

administering to the needs of the congregation. On Sunday

he received a former Roman Catholic into church membership,
He returned to

married a couple, preached, and catechised.

Cuddalore on July 5, after a month of active traveling and

53ugtation Sadras-Cuddalore ( 1856), " g:_y_?jgg%m—hm
lscheg Missiongblatt, No. 15 (August 1, 1857}, .
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preaching, 5%

Balerlein's work in Cuddelore was interrupted for sev-
eral montha when in December, 1857, he was transferred to
Tranquebar administering te the six hundred souls of the
Jerugalem congregation until the return of Missionary I. H
C. Cordes, who had left for Germany.ss It was a time of
uncertainty end grave peril for all foreigners for the na- .. -
tive soldiers of the British army, known as sepoyse, had et
mutineed. The proportion of the sepoys in the army was high
in 1857 because British units had been withdrawn for service
in the Crimean War and for action in China, The Indlans in
the army =and outside of 1%t bsoame restless dﬁa to the Bri-
tish poliey of replacing native rulers with men more favor-
able toward British rule. Furthermors, British interference
in the religious practices of Moslems and Hindus only
heightened the tension between the natives and the forelgn-
ers, When the propaganda circulating among the sepoys al-
nounced %o the Moslem goldiers that newly issued certridges
were greased with the fat of a pig, end to the Hindu that
the same cartridges were greased with the fat of a cow, the

sepoys rebelled. The Hindu oonsidered the cow gacred and

5% uaug dem Tagebuche des HMiss. Balerlein,® %g_ngus.g_ll—
%%.m.a.w Wi ssiongblatt, No. 20 (October 15, 18577,
-07.

25 "Aus Privatschreiben des Miss.
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the Moglems were not permitted to touch pork. The mutinee
confined 1%tself to the Ganges Valley and did not penstrate
gouthern and western India.56 Balerlein often alludes to
the tension which existed at Tranquebar at this time, though
no Tighting took place in this area. He and other forsign-
ers were isgued weapons with which to defend themgelves
should they be attacked, but fortunately the weapons were
not needed.>?

Some HTime in the middle of 1858 Balerlein refurned to
Cuddalere only to learn that he could not acqulre a residencse
in this eity. Stranded in Cuddalore with hls family and or-
phang, the missionary sought refuge with a Roman Catholie
priest, who, however, refused to take him in fearing his
bishop. Finally, living quarters were found in the home of
an English minister who permitted Baierlein to remain pro-
vided he would find his own quarters in six weeks, which he
dia,-8 Once in Cuddalore, work was resumed among his people
and those of the other towns, At Tukanampakam he had to ad-
monish one of the members who had put away his wifs, taking

to himsel? s heathen woman, while in Tiruvicary Balerlein

56z, R. Palmer, A History of the Modern World (New York:
Alfred A, Xnopf, 1951}, pp. 6.

57 *Aus einem Schreiben des Miss,

var 1858," Evangelis h-Lutherigghes Missions
87, 129.

(May 1, 183
58Bateriein, Unter den Palmen, pp. 132-34.

Balerlein vom 8. Jan-
tt, No. 9
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spoke to & large native audlence telling them not to put
thelr trust 1in stone 1ldols but in the living God. Here one
of the Brahmans told him that he served idols for his sto-
mach's ke, 7 .

Much more work remained to be done among the Christians
in Cuddalore, who were particularly weak in sanotifioatlon..
The old Tight with the catechist had flared uwp again. A
number of fanilies resented his presence because he had mar-
ried the daughter of a man who had renounced his caste upon
beconing a Luthem.n.ﬁo Nevertheless, prayers continued and
converts were won both at Cuddalore and other statlions. 1In
January, 1859, he could report that nine former Roman Catho-
licg and thirteen heathen haei joined the church whlle asv-
eral Romans visited him when he was in Sadras. The school
wag still flouriehing with twenty-four orphan children re-
ceiving Christian instruction. At Tukanampakem the mission-
ary had his largest school with ten Christian and thirty

heathen children attending imstruction regularly. Tho,ashgel

at Sadras, however, had 2 setback when the teacher dled &y

‘ ¥ EVE}%‘
594pus einem Tagebuche des Miss. Ratarteins 15, 1858),

13gch-Lutheri aches Missionsblatt, No. 20 {October
305 f- 21

60.1."-?.&&., No. 19 (Octobver 1, 1858), 299,
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the age of thirﬁ.‘fosl With thé increase in church member-
ship and with an influx of orphans, Balerlein decided to
erect 2 home for himself, a school for his orphans, and a
church. His home wag forty-four feet square and had a roof
mads of coconu® leaves and straw. The school houss was al-
so used a3 llving quarters for the orphana.62 Shortly af-
ter the completion of the two dwellings in the summer of
1859, Baierlein proceeded to erect a church which was built
with bricks. The church was dedicahed on Christmas day,
1859, and 120 souls wex.'e present and fifty received commun-
ion., During the service five heathen were be.ptized.ea'

A serious controversy developed in the ranks of the i
missionsries of the Leipzig Mission in which Balerlein be-
came invelved. The controversy centered about %ie pollcy
which should be followed regarding ths ‘caate gystem in In-
dla. A‘ g;mu.i; of Lutheran missionaries led by the fiery Ce.
E. Ochs demanded that the Lelpzig Mission refuse to acknow=
ledge t'hc-: existence of the caste system within 1ts churches

and root out all members who refused to gurrender their al-

- y “
61"Bericht des Miss. Balerleln vom 10. Januar 1859,

Evangellsch-Lutherisches ¥1sgionablatt, No. 8 (April 15,
1859), 117-21. 4

: . in, 9. Juni
62"Aus einem Schreibsn des Miss. Baier%e’nﬁo? ket

1859, EMA.?Q—% utherisches Missionsblath
vember 1’5’ 1859 ? Ofo ! |
Miss. Balerlein vom 4, Jan.

Hisslonsblatt, No. 7 (April

'63“‘Aus ainem Schreiben des

1860," Evangelisch-Lutherisches
1, 18607, 57 .
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leglance %o Thelr castes, Things came to a head when can-
didate Nallatambe waa to be ordained in 1854. Ocha, sup-
ported by scms other wissionaries, demanded that he either
eat =& meal or drink a cup of tea prepared by a person of a
different caste under another misslonsry's supervision, de-
mongtrating thereby that he would not acknowledge caste dif-
ferences, When Nallatambe declined, a gerious orisis en-
sued. %" Balerlein had long complained about the caste system
in India mﬂ. its inconsishenecy with the Goapel. In a let-
ter written %o o friend in America and printed in Der Luth-
eraner he said that the caste syetem was so bad that the
converts refused to esat with one anothei',. 8it with.one an-
other in church, or kneel near one another at the Communion
r311.65 It is not surprising, therefore, to find Balerlein
supporting the group that demanded abolitlon of the caste
aystem in Luthersn churches, His aupport took on a tangible
form when in 1858 he served the congregation ab Tranquebar.

Here he gresatly disturbed the congregation by his preach-

ing.%6 1n August of the same year Balerlein demanded that

611—‘“,- Hellinger, ."The Leipzig Evangelioal Lutheran Mis-

| 1g, edited by C. H.
slon," The Luthersn Enterprise in Indls, © Si2h L.
Swavely (Modras, india: The Diocesan Press, 1952/, PP

65 “Aue einem Briefe des Missionar Balerlein,” Der Luth-

eraner, XVI {(March 6, 1860), 117.

-lutherische Tamulen-
66R1onard Handmann, Die Evangellsoh-pRzaers i, 5 =

Misslon in der Zelt ihrer He
inrichs'sche Buchhandlung, 19037, Pe 328,
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he be permitted te initiate his own reform, threatening at
the same %tlme %hat he would return to his Americen Indians
ghould they attemo? to prohlbit him, Finally, Balerlein
and two Q‘i:h.:.’-;x" men informed the Lelpzlig Mission Soclety in
Germany that they desired to terminete their relat;onahip
with them. The request was refused and in an effort to win
the cbatinate brethren, e letter was addressed to them on
November 20, 1858, giving them permission to solve the caste
problem themselves but with the proviso that they exerclse
love and patience. The letter induced Balerlein to remaln
and to continue serving the Lelpzilg Misslon.67 Nevertheless,
four missionaries, among them Ochs, severed their connec-
tions with the Mission Soclety.68 When reflecting upon the
caste controversy many years later, Balerlein stated that
one cennot golve the problem with force but only with the
Word of G0a.89 It is interesting to note in connectlon with
this controversy that the Missouri Synod never supported
Ochs and his party, but instead denounced him as "being a

Carlstadt, *70

671via., op. 338 f.

68xo11inger, op. glt., Pe 25

| 1 Q
69 "Noch ein Wort ueber Kaste von Balerlein,' _E!_é-_.ﬂ&).

: 872
ligoh-Lutherisches Misgionsblatt, No. 14 (July 15, 18727,
217-20.

70 "Der Saechaisbha ﬂau t-Misslonave:ein,' Der Luther-
aner, XVII (January 8, 1861), 87




87

In 1860 Balerlein made a lengthy trip %o Gingl reach-
ing this clty by means of a wagon drawn by a pair of oxen.
Gingi or Gingee was located fifty-eight miles northwest of
Cuddalore. Here Balerlein spent a number of days in the
company of a friend, an English engineer, visiting several
famous hsathen temples. Here also he received a number of
heathen ldols which his friend had dlscovered among the
ruinsg. Baierlein later took them to Germany and gave one of
them to ¥ing Johann of Saxony.’: In March of the same year
Balerlein made another trip visiting Christians in Ei jem-
petta and in Wiruttasalam, which were located south of
Cuddalore. Vherever he went he would speak to the heathen
admeonishing them %o turn from their idols %o Christ. Re-
turning from thig trip he wes stricken with a fever, and
upon seeking the advice of a doctor, was ordered %o return
to Germeny for a complete rest. Accompanied by many IRLER
ful Christians, Balerlein and his wife boarded a ship at
Pondicherry and departed for Germany on July 12, 1860, 72

The trip was s miserable one. Both Balerleln snd his wife

N
became seasick while their younges?t child's eyes were 1

ig-
Tected., Peregrina contacted the eye digease from her 8

e

167.

7lgsierlein, Unber den Palmen, De
' called "Dschangel-

721114, , p. 180, The sickness was

WO this may have
to determine what S tien dogiant

Tleber. " 1t is aifficul®
been, though Balerlein may
attacks of malaria.

have been gufferin
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ter.?J During the course of the journey Baierlein was in-
vited by the captain of the ship to conduct religious ser-
vices. Afl%or six weeke of salling, they saw on August 27
the mountains surrounding Algoa Bay in South Africa. On
September 15 they passed the Cape of Guod Tiope and on No-
vember 20 the Azores."w They eet foot on Germean soll on
January 17, 1861, after a Journey of five months, (9 Eager-
ly they beheld their chiidren whom they had not seen in
seven years, and as much as Balerlein longed to be with hls
epiritual children in India, he was, nevertheless, thankful
to be able toc return to his beloved Germany and to behold
the faces of his children whom God had preserved during
these many years of absence. |

In Germany Balerlein contacted the Leipzig Mission
suthorities and told them that he had completely dlsavowed
Ochs and his epproach to the caste question. Baler lein's
position regarding the controveray was now exonerated and he
was cleared of any charges which might have been brought

against him, 76 During their furlough their daughter Pere-

734p1e Heimkxehr des Miss, Balerlein,® Evan elisch=

Lutherisches Misgionsblath
Kelther the neme of their sixth chi

birth is anywhere mentioned.

. & and Maroh 1, 18061), 55.
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75;_‘bid., pp. 68-70.
761bia., pp. 50 f.

e




89
grina dled.’! Little more is known about his stay in Ger-
many. One can merely say in a general way that he visited
his frlends and relatlves and recovered his health and
goon wad ready %o sall again for India. On July 24, 1862,
the Balsrleins sald farewell to their frlends and leaving
their four remaining children in Germany went to Munlch on
the first part of their Journey.78 Passing through Milan
they reached Trleste and from there set sall on August 9,
1862.72 Through the kindneas of a friend Balerlein and his
wife were enabled to visit Jerusalem, a olty Balerlein had
desired tc see since his yéuth.se First they stopped at
Athens znd Constantinople and from there passed through
Smyrne, Beirut, and Damsgcus. They entered the Holy Land |
and visited Jerusalem and the many scenes connected with
Christ's 1ife. They also saw Jericho, Bethlehem, and other
famous Biblical cities. After visiting Palestins, they
journeyed to Egypt and then sailed teo India arriving in Had-
ras at the end of November, 1862,82

7 Misslionar
' 77 'Yurze Nachricht ueber die Wirksamkelt des
E. Balerleins in Ostindien,® Der Lutheraner, XXV (August 1,
1869), 178. : '
78Equard Balerlein, Nagh und gus Indien (Lelpzigi
tus Naumann, 1873), 2. Z.
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Soon after arriving in India Balerlein departed for
Cuddalore. NHeot having traveled by foot since he had de-
pverted for Germany, Balerlein's body could m;t immediately
regpond 'f.o. such rigorous condltions. Overheated he becams
111 and was compelled to take to his bed for twov days in the
clty of Tindivenam and when he arrived in Cuddalore he was
quite sick. He was greatly disappointed to find tha® his
home was in ruins with the roof completely demolished.
Since his illness prevented him from doing any work, he re-
malned at the home of a friend who nursed him buok té
health. For a while his condition was so serious that all
expected him to die. A number of friends came to him %o
pay their last respects and to ask him if thers might be
anything they might do for him, Again he requested that
they bury him beside his son in Sadma; To the great sur-
prise of everyons, including Balerlein himgelf, the night
brought relief and recovery. After a period of rest the
misgionary began to reorganize the migsion at Cuddalore.B?-,

One of the first things that had to be done was to re-
Tnstead of repalring the build=-

mud walls, Baler-

bulld the misglcnary's home.
'ing which had originally been erected with

lein declded %o rebuild the enfiire stpructure using brick

which would make the home more habltable and at the same

, 183 r. It seems
. g y him %o

82,

Yalerlein, Unter den Palmen, & _
that Baleplein's wifs did not at first accompad
Cuddalore.
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Naman O3 Ltn
time sturdler.”’ VWhlle they were in the process of rebuild-

ing the home, They also busled themselves in altering the
church which a% %his time received a bell tower. The front
of the tower had the same inscription which was found above
the entrance of the Sadras congregation, namely the quota-
tion from Mark 1:15: "The time is fulfilled and the Kingdom
of God 1s at hand,; repent ye and belleve the Gospel. Bl
Along with the external improvements Balerlein was compelled
to %ake drastic measures for the internal edification of the
congregation, Vhen the missicnary had come to Cuddalore he
found that his former co-lasborers no longer wers present.
Instead s new teacher and catechist were instructing the
members of the church. Furthermore, they were not punctual
in conducting elther the church services or the ‘achool hours.
Belerlein reinstated the six o'clock morning services and
demended that his teacher meet his class at the proper time.

When he refused, Balerlein had %o relieve nim, 85
T

hough the missionsry had encountered some difficulties

2% his return to Cuddalore, the spiritual successes more than

made up for the earlier atsappointments. The heathen popu-

lation in and around Cuddalore 1iterally flocked to hear

Balerlein preach the Gospel coming to him singly and in

[
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groups of Torfy and Pifty to be instruoted and baptized.86

While the mlasslonary wes still 111, a number of heathen
familles visited him requesting baptism. Unable to instruct
them, he asked hls cabechist to teach them the fundamentale
of the Christlan falth, These new converts told others |
about their new found faith and atill more arrived for in- |
structlon and baptism, They often came from a distance of
thirty miles camping near the church in order to rescelve
instructlon.®? Thus, in the second quarter of 1863, Baier-
lein could report a total of eighty new converts having been
added to the church, thlrty-eighf of this number being foru-
&r heathen and forty-two being former Roman Catholics.88
With such s great interest in the Christlan religion
on the part of the heathen population living outside of Cud~

dalors

e, Baierlein naturally determined to visit these people

and bring them the Gospel.  He also decided %o establish a
number of central points from which he could evangelize the

eurrounding ares and where he oould erect a gmell hut in

which %o stay. Later he .would add a church and school. With

this in mind he vieited Temur, Llangambur, and L

n
; BéBaierlein, The Lend of the Tamullan and Itg Missions,
p' —?20 _ v
B?B&ierlein, Unter den PRalmes, PD. 202 f.
Vier-
88« jerlein ueber das zwelte
Bericht des Miss, Balerie =
tel des gonocs 1863, Evangelisch-Lutherisches Miselons
blats, No. 23 (December 1, 18063), 53 f.
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and there bull® a small hut where he might stay for a few
deye during his mlsslon excurslons, as well as a protection
from the hseat of the day. Through such trips Balerlein was
able %o bring the Gogpel to many heathen baptizing 110 in
the year 1864 alone, and to organize a number of schools and
churches., By the end of 1864 Balerlein had begun serving
twenty~four geparate communities besldes his congregation at
Cuddalore.8? But these trips, though tremendously frultful,
were not without difficulty. Besides being beset with 11l
health, Baisrlein had to combat the hostility of some of the
heathen vopulation and particularly the olvic leaders. Such
was the cage in Llangambur, a small village ten mliles dis-
tent from Chellambram, When his Christian friends wanted to
erect o hut of lsaves for him, the heathen told them to put
it up in a cattle path., Belerlein, therefore, decided to
gee the Munasif in Llangambur, though his friends feared that
he might come to some harm, Nevertheless, he was determined
to go and leaving Chellambram rods ten miles before sunrise,
arriving in the village at daybreak and informing the Munsif

of his arrival., After a brief delay, the haughty Munsif
Baierlein gained the

of land in-

came walking slowly and me jestically.

01d Munsif's friendship and acquired two pleces

nd a
stead of one upon which he was able to erect a church a

89 1Rueckblick am Jahres Schlusz laglh;a%ag M_lzé r{“
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school,??

The greates® success wems achieved in Chellambram, a
gnall town with broad streets about thirty miles south of
Cuddalore that had an enormous pagoda in the center of the
town.?* The mission was organized in 1863 when a number of
heathen approached Balerlein requesting baptism, Since the
town kad no shelter for travelers the missionary resolved to
travel part of the distance mesting them at a place where
there was such a shelter, Here thirty-six souls came,
twenty-gix were heathen and ten were Roman Catholics. On
the Tirst day Balerlein exemined them and on the second the
heathen were baptized and the former Roman Oatholies pro-
fessed their falth. A brief service was held though no
hymns were sung since the people did not know any. Two men
in the group wers biganists, but Baierlein did not compel
them %o surrender one of their wives considering it more in-

portent that they believe the Gospel.2 Finally, it was de=

cided %o scquire some land in Chellambram. The heathen at-

temptod %o nreven: such a purchase, but a Moslem offersd his

home to Balerlein. Here the congregatlon met worshiping and

M ic
o 1??03& ierlein, The Lend of the Temullsns and Its Migelond,
Dp. 172 f,

91...;9_1-_(10, De 202,
erste Viertel

92“Ber1ch+ des Mlgs. Balerlein uvebher das e Ho.

des Jahreg 1863,% Evan 1 -Lutggrisgheg M
18 (Sebi'en;ber 159 1 3),
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recelving instruction from a catechist.?3 In time a great
number of converts were gathered so that Balerlein could re-
port & total of five hundred Christians, fifty of whom lived
in the village and the remesining living nearby. These !
Christlians hed s%ill much to learn, for Balerlein states
that many of them were still superatitious believing that
pictures of Christ would drive away the devil and evil
dreams.gb Since the congregation had grown so marvelously,
it decided to call 1ts own missionary. Thelr wish was
granted snd in the middle of March, 1866, the mission was
taken over Dby Misglonary A. F. Wolff.?5 At his death on
Wovembsr 13, 18684, the congregation numbered 893 eouls in
gixty-nine vi.llages.gé

Similar progrsas continusd in Cuddalors. Here Balerleln
continusd +to preach to the people and his catechists in-
structed them in the truths of the Christian religion. On

the average of thirty-five children were daily instructed in

the orphan school and when the inspector of the district

schools visited Balerlein's school for the first time he was

S——

93Baierisin, Unter den Palmen, De 206,

M 1rueckblick auf das Jahr 1865, "
ischeg Mizgiongblatt, No, ik (July 15,

he
95uM3 gs. Wolffs Antritt in Chellambram,* _E_z%ﬂﬂé—s?.
L-‘!Eli_é.r_l_g;ég.g@:ﬁs;ssiongb; ath, No. 17 (September 1, 18067,

r Misg;%ﬁ
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greatly pleased praising both teachers and students. The
children learnsd the alphabet by writing in the sand atudy-
ing also reading, writing, arithmetic, catechism, Bible
gtories, geography, and Tamil poetry. In order to support
the school the children were required to work in the garden.
Baleriein established a day school for heathen children
whers Blble storles and the first three parts of the Cate-
chism weres taught. This school was attended by about forty
pupils.?? When the director of the Leipzig Mission Society,
J. Hardeland, visited Cuddalore in Februery, 1868, he was
quite Tavorably lmpressed with the conditlon of the church
and school. Special church services were held and Hardeland
witnessed the instruction of the children both in the orphan
and heathen schools. He could report a healthy congregstion
with well over 210 aoula.98

The ¢limsts end incessant labors in behalf of the Luth-
eran mizsion began to tell on the health of Balerlein and
his wife. Baierlein's wife became so 11l that she was ool
pelled to roturn to Germany alone in the beginning of 1870.%7

Shortly before this time their oldest daughter arrived in

——

974116 Walsenschule zu Ouddalore,” Evan ell rh—___h__Lut ex-
isches Miggiongblatt, No. 10 (May 15, 18681, 157 %

98up1e vinitation in Cuddaloro,” EY ellaf :?'gut i
Asches Misgionsblatt, No. 11 (June 1, 1868), AL

_ . Februar

99 "Die 12, Synode zZu Frankebar vom 6. bis %2. 1; (Jun-e

1870, Evangel isoli-Lutherisches it satongblatt,

1, 1870), 167.
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India and marrlied Mr, Gribble, an Englishman educated in
Germany and empleyed by the British oivil service. The
couple moved %o Horth Arcot, a four daye' journey from

Cuddalore, 00

Aleone, Balerlein continued hls work assisted
by twe natlive %teachers, who elso served him as catechists,
one assistant catechist, and several other native co-labor-
ers, fe vislted some of the neighboring villages where con-
gregaticons had besn established, particularly in Tukanampa-
kam, where a hut had been erected to serve one hundred
Christians.10l 1In Nallalam, forty miles northwest of Cud-
dalore, Balerlein orgenized a congregation of fifty souls and
acquired land for a future church building.10? Balerlein
could not continus the constent exertions hie ministry de-
manded. Plagusd by frequent headaches end weakened in body,
he was foroed to peturn to Germany. In March, 1871, he 1918
Cuddalors bosrding e ship in Bombay from whence he salled -

Italy. Here he traveled over land to Germany and by July,

1871 could write his friends in America from Erlangen, Ger-

n," Dex
100upue einem Briefe des rvfisslonaraﬂgai:!‘igttnlikely

Lutheraner, XXVIII (May 1 1872), 115. the
the same G—%ib‘t\)la who tra,nélated Balerlein's The Land of

Tamulians and Ite Migsions into English.

101“011:1&5110:'3 ial ghnTe 1870, " Evggogglisgg-ggther;sghaa
Missionghlath, No. 7 (April 1'.1871"’-1 :

102.12%.@.- , No. 8 (April 15, 1871), 121-24.
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many, informing them of his safe arrival.l03 His place at
Cuddalore was ¥aken by a mizsionary from Sweden, 10%

After a two year furlough in Germany of whic.;h nothing
is known, Balerlein and his wife leff for India; t aking
thelr chlldren with them. Leaving Leipzig they'traveled to
Genoa where, after a delay of four days, they set sall for
Indie on Novembar 25, 1872,105 Traveling in the same com-
pany with several American missionaries, & British major
general, and others, they reached Bombay on December 19,
1872. After a delay of three days, d.ﬁring which time the
Baierleins gathered their luggeage, they arrived in Madras
meeting here their old friend Missionary Kremmer. Here he
left his wife and children and traveled to Bangalore in or-
der to open an entirely new migsion and to find 1iving quar-
ters for the family.mé

Bangalora, situated in Mysore Province, 18 one GFathe
largest cities in South India and 18 fifty miles west of
Madras heving at that time s population of 150,000,197 In

1865 intercat was expreseed as %0 beginning a misslon there

L 1035aus einem Briefe des Klssiona?s Balerlein, " Der
Lutheraner, XXVIIT (May 1, 1872), 115 f.

-1043&3,91‘1ein, Unter den Palmen, P 279.

105iE1ne neue Station,” Evgng eligoh~Lutherisches Mig-

1061114, , pp. 66-8.

107Balerlein, Untser den Palmen, De 284,
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when a Methodlst layman visited Balerlein in Cuddalore and
requested thal he vlelt Bangalore and start a mission, A%
that time nothing could be done. His pleas were again ad-
dresged o Balerleln when the mission director, Hardeland,
visited Cuddalore in 1868, Balerlein and Hardeland together
with Cordes visited the city but again could not begin a
miasion because no men were available.loe It waa not until
Balerlein arrived in India in December of 1872 that a mis-
sion could be established at Bangalore. A number of Chris-
tians had settled there and during Balerlein's furlough in
Germany were served by the missions in Madras and Colmba-
tore. Baierlein arrived in Bangalore on Januvary 1, 1873,
and on the fourth found some living quarters. The next day
he conducted his fipst service but only he and hie catechist
were present.log His wife and children arrived on January
6. BServices again were held on the following Sunday and
this $ime both families of the misslonary and the catechist

were present as well as a widow and & boy. Baierlein pur-

chased a small nativs home on January 18 which cost 5350

rupees. Hr, Jordan, the Methodlst layman, pald five hun-

dred rupess snd Balerlein's son-in-law paid the remaining

loalbid.. pp. 279-81.

; . By | goh-Lut
109upag erste Jahr in Bangalore," gg" Gl g;;h Luther-
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Balerleln now began to preach to the inhsbitants who
were a mlxture of Moslems, Tamils, Telugus, and Kanareses.
He addressed the crowds malnly in Tamil though at times he
utilized Engllish since many of the inhabltants spoke the
language. From the very beginning Balerlein encountered
hoetility. The Moslem population refnsed to accept the mis-
gionary's message considering Christ merely to be "Iga~-nabi, ®
Jesue the Pr‘ophet.lll Furthermore, both the English Metho-
diste and the Reoman Catholles opposed him and the English
newspaper cariied an article agalnst those "bad Lutherans, *
which Mr. Jordan snewered stating why the Lutherans had come
to Bangaslors and what they hoped to s.c:compl:l.lah.112 Never-
theless, the first year in Bangalors was a successful one
and the missionary could report eighty souls with a church
attendence of fifty to sizty.}l3 On August 23, 1874, &

church wag dedicate&.llu‘ Balerlein could not ba present for
at the time and the
g Michail Nikolaus

the dedicstion since he was quite 111
service wes conducted by Missionary Johanne

Schwarz. Above the entrance was inscribed the passage from

110453 ne neue Station," oo git., PP, 68-9.
115,14 or10in, Unter den Palmen, pp. 299-300.

112up,s epste Jahr in Bangalore,” g0 oit., p. 82

1137p14., p. 83

llb’Baierlein, Unter den men, De 282,
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Mark 1:15, the same text which Balerlein used for ths

churches 2% Sadres and Cuddalore, while above the altar were

- inseribed the words of Matt, 11:28: "Come unto Me all ye

that labor and are heavy laden and I will give you rest, "115
Peator Doederlelin presented the congregation with altar
vestmenie, communion ware, and a baptismal font. Left of
the church was z small school where Balerlein's teacher
teught twenbty-flve to thirty children. They learned four
languages, namely, Tamil, Telugu, Kanarese, and Engllah.116
As was his custom, Balerleln visited the towns and vil-
lages which surrcunded Bangalors, Traversing the region
southeast of Bangalore, he entered the village of Rajacotitah.
Balerlein visited the owner of the village who also owned
thirty other small towns in the surrounding neighborhood.
The eighty year old man heartily greeted the migsionary, ap-
ologizinz for the fact that he was unable to leave his bed.

Soon they were engrossed in a deep religious discussion with

Balerlein making the point that sll men are sinners and,

hence, are under the wrath of God, However, thls same God

whose name is Jesus Chrigt.
e old man's

provided for 211 men a Savior,

Departing, he returned to the inn where he met th

Matt. 11:28 in Tamil reads:
awvargolacila ningelellarum jen-

1ei musipatuwen.

1875, " W—M

1875) , 130=31.

. 115yp34., pp. 282-83.
Pirajassputtu paran sumand
Nandelku wapungol, nan unge

” 116*‘Be.ngalore im Anfang
{1sgiongblatt, No. 9 (May 1,
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gon accompanled by a learned friend. The three men also be-
came engeged in a religious discussion. When the son de-
manded that the mlgslonary visibly reveal his God, Balerlein
repllied thst the blind men can not see him but only falth can
grasp him, 217 -

Another town frequently visited by the missionary was
Ussur, twenty-four miles southeast of Bangalore. Whiie in
\the lecal inn five natlives came to him, four of whom wers
teachers. Discusaing the relative merits of Christianity
and the heathen religlons, the men admitted that ‘their re-
ligion in meny respects was a false one since it dld nof%
take sin seriously. Balerlein then told them that though
all men are sinmers God sent a Sevior from aln who alonse
could bring men forgiveness. When the men learned that
Baierlein was a Lutheran, they asked him o tell them about

Luther and his rediscovery of the Gospel,118

While Balerlein was at Bangslore two calamities struck
In 1875, a cholera

e toll of the

sections of Indis, Bangalore included.

epidemic broke out in Bangalore taking a larg

Moslem population. Daily six to eight Moslem corpses passed

The heathen population thought that the

n becsuse they had shown

the Baierlein home.

gods were sepeoially angry ab the

po—

.11?Balerlein, Unter den Palmen, pPPe 286-90.
7014, , pp. 293-99:
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disregpect %o the prince of Wysore Provi.nce.ug‘ The cholera
epidemic caused the death of seven Christiana in Balerlein's
congregatlon and most of them were children. At this same
time twenty-thres souls were added by.Holy Baptism,120 In
1877 another calamity visited Indla when thousands of peoplse
starved to death. Starvation also gripped the inhabitants
of Bangalore. Ten to twenty bodles were gathersd from the
streets every day. In August eight hundred bodies were col-

lected in the city and by September the number reached one

+h

thousand, Of the entire population of Mysore Province which

numbsred five milllon, 500,000 persons loet their lives due
to the lack of food. 121 Baterlein's congregation did not esa-
cape for he reported that every thirteenth member had dled.
In order to meet the needs of the starving population, Bang-

alore was divided into a number of districts which were in

charge of two Protestant migsionaries, two Roman Cathollc

priests, two Moslems and two heathen. Thege men were ré-
sponsible for the Adlstribution of food and clothing to the
Balerlein himgelf helped clothe

destitute population.
2 chilldren. 122

ninety-eight men, 757 women, and 76

-Lutherisches

119 upangalore im Jahre 1875 Ldigh ..lj%?-g ut

Missionslblatt, No. 10 (Hay 15, 1
1201p1a,, No. 11 (June 1, 1875?.

121p.10p1ein, Unter den Palmen, P

-~ ia
122ugangalur im Jahre 1877," Evangell h-Lutherisches
Misgionaplatt, No. 10 (May ), Lk

167-68.
321.

15, 1878), 145-50.
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The last years of Balerlein's work in India are ob-
gcure., Hls congregation continued to increase and in 1876
it numbered 130 souls, 123 Two years later he informed the
Leipzig Mission Soclely that 148 heathen and forty-eight
former Roman Catholles were receilved into church membership.
The eplritual 1life of the congregatlon increased as was
evidenced in %the way one of his members had died, one of
vhom cried, "Jdesus, Jesus' as she lay dying. 2% At the an-
nual misalon conference in Tranquebar in 1879, Balerlein and
Misslonary Ouchterlong celebrated their twenty-fifth anni-
vergary a8 misslonarles to India and were each presented
with & beautiful album containing mementos of Indis. 23
That same year 140 souls were added to the congregatlon af;'
Bangslore end the catechist had to be replaced since “he
falled to guard his own 1ife,":28 It was during this time

1ol
that Balerlein's youngest daughter married Dr., Forchhemmer. 7

During his lest years in India Baierlein was constant-

12300 aammt boricht usber die evang.-luth. Miselon i

Indien waehrend des Jahres 1876," Emnge;igcnzgksumerlsgggl
Misgiongblatt, No. 18 (September 15, 1 770, 285,

1245 ngatur in Jahre 1878, EYangells -Lutherieched
: =e

Misgiongblatt, No. 7 (April 1, 1879

125up1e 20, Synode in Trankebar, " E%;M
lsches Misgionsblatt, No. 16 (August 15, 18797, %

e v.-luth. Mission in In-
126"Gesammtberloht uebegﬁigve Sk e s

dien wa-hrend des Jahres 187
Missloneblatt, No. 19 (Qetober 1, 1879), 297.
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ly 111 and, when he suffered a heart attack in the begin-
ning of 1886, hie doctor ordered him to return to Germany.
The congregation gathered end, in the light of many torches,
ssld farewell. They presented him with frult and flowers
and an expensive cane, asking Balerlein that whgraver he
might travel he should not forget them,228 Bajerlein and
his wife responded telling them they would in turn never
forget them and in April, 1868, left Indla, He was re-

placed by Missionary Herre.129

1283pig,, p. 321. No material ls svailable for Baler-
lein's remaining six years in Indls.

123 ugtation Bangalur," Evggg;igfg-kzughegiaaheg Mig-
5 e £ A

glonpblett, No. 17 (September 1, 188




CHAPTER VII
BATERLEIN'S RETIREMENT AND DEATH

AfGer forty years of service in the mission Tleld, a
service which brought Balerlein to two continents, the aged
missionary returned to Germany. Many things had occurred in
Europe to alter ite mep since Balerlein lended in America in
1847, Under the leadership of Otto von Bismark' Germany had
evolved ag o powerful nation heving destroyed Austria's
sirangle hold in the decisive battle of Koenlggraetz on July
3, 1866, snd humiliating France in the Franco-Prussian Var.
Italy had also effected unlfication through the efforts of
guch men an Garibaldil and Cavour. The nations of Europe were

811l advanced in an era which would eventually plunge the
world into its first great catastrophe. Balerlein reached
his homeland and things had changed, had changed for good
and for evil,

The years of Balerlein's retirement, from 1886 %o the

time of his death in 1901, are shrouded in obsourity. He did

not want %o retire but hoped that, having recovered from hisg
1llness, he oould return to India and the mission he loved 80

well., Hig doctors forbade him from venturing another trip

and instead he was penaioned.1 He spent some time in Dres-

8 heg Missiong-

lu pericht," Evangellsch:
Jahregbe e,

blatt, No. 13 end 15 “(guly 1 and 15
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den, but 1% is Aifficult to determine how long he may have
remalned hers. During the years of his retirement he con-
tinusd %o have an actlve interest in the mission program of
the Leipzig Mission Scclety and wrote a number of articles
and booke in order to stimulate a simllar interest among his
fellow Christlans in Germany. To this end he wrote the
book, Von den Heiden, which was published in 1888. In 1t he
discussed vast and present heathen and the Christian's chal-
lenge %o bring the Gospel to these people who wers without
the knowledge of Christ. Similarly, he gathered %together
hiz misaslon reports which he had written in Amerlca and in
Indis and publighed them under the titles, Im Urwalde {1889),

which deseribes his work among the American Indians, and

Unter den Palmen {1890), which depicte his labors in Sadras,

Cuddelore, and Bangslore, Indla. Hie work came to an end

when on October 12, 1901, he dled in OJlarens-Montreux,

Switzerland at the age of eighty-two.z Whether or not his

gince nothing is avallable

wife survived him ig unknown,
death,’

which would indlcate the place and date of her

Tausprd Raimund Balerleln had been a restless soul as he

. 2upyeland,* Der Lutheraner, LVII (November 12, 1901);
360. Charles F. Luokh'L"EF‘ard, alt] the Forest (Sebewaing,
Mich,: published privately, 1952), P. 63, incorrectly states
that Baierlein died in France, and the Concordisa Cyclopedia
mistakenly places his death in CGermany.

3Nowhere have I baen eble to dlscover M
maiden or first name, nor have I found any ref
her family, place and date of birth, etc.

rs. Baierlein's
grence made to
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wendered from place to place seeking to find himeelf and God.
Through God's grace he received God's peace and Christ's
commisslon to announce that peace to thousands of reaflesa
souls. In lesing his 1ife he had found it and in finding
it he put it at the disposal of his Lord. Looking back over
forty years of service to that Lord, he could only repeat
the words recorded in Luke 17:10: "We are unbrofitablﬁ
servantz. We have done that which was our duty to do. wlt
Baierlein may not have been one of the great men of hlstory,
but he wns God's man actively at work among the children of

mens

beo o ; . ‘(Leipzig: Justus Nau-
Baierlein, Unter den Palugn (Lelpilg
mann, 18§0) s Do "332. Balerlein incorrectly cites the text

a8 Luke 17:14,
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