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Indian tribes, especially that of Chief Bamassike.9 He had 

previously vis:J. tell the ch1e:f and Bemasa1ke had been at the 

colony indicating at the time his interest in having h1s 

people imri'a~uot ed in the faith and 1nv1 ted one of the m1s­

sions.ries to settle ambng his people at Pine R1ver.1°f To­

gether wl t h his lnterpreter, Baierle1n a.1--rived at the vil­

lage.. Th'!'>y foun·d. the chief in deep mourning over the death 
' 

of his young nephew. The boy had been killed accidentally 

whan he f ell lnto the fire as he and others were making 

suge.:c•. Bemas sike mourned the death of hia nephew in usual 

Indian fashion having blackened h1e faoe and placed an Amer­

ico.n fi ag over the boy-• a grave. Upon being -invited into the 

chief'' s home 
O 

Ba.ierlein spoke to him about Christ and the 

coming judgment reminding Bamass1ke and the other Indians, 

who had by now gathered about him, that Christ alone could 

bring :peace. Bema.ss1ke Ms,r.ered the missionary confesaing 

that what he had said. wa.a true and that he would respond to 

the missionary• s arlmoni tion even if his own p~ople refused 

to do so. After comforting the bereaved Indian, BaierleL~ 

departed~ telling him that he would return to speak to h1S 

9 11Baierlaina Reise zu dem Hau9t11ng Remo.ssike~11 E~an.:. 
,gel!s,2.heJ!. 1§1sslongbla.tt,. No. 21 ( November 1, 1848), '.32~-:,o. 
The spelling o.f the Indian chief's name occurs ~11th either 
a P or a B as the first letter 1n hio 11~.me. The latter has 
been adopted throughout this thesis. Remasa1ke 1s a mis-
spelling of the name. 

lOG b 1t �~� 66 See also footnote number 
rX'Q.8 ne r, 912.• .£.ll.• , J:' • • 

seven in this chapter. 
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people and gain t heiI- assent in having him settle among 

them. 11 

After a day•s Journey .Ba~erlein reached another Indian 

settlement e.nd determined to addresa them about their spir­

itual welfara e But here the m13siona.ry was 111 received. 

Upon inqulring as to their hope of a. future life, one In­

dian replied that he knew nothing about a heaven or hell and 

that he eared even less. Hav1ng ·admon1shed them Baierlein 

returned home only to learn that the Methodists had sought 

to esi~ra.nge the Indians .from their Lutheran fa.1th.12 The 

MGthodiat s told the Indians that if they would continue to t­
refuse t;o accept the Methodist faith,. the government would 

seize 'thei :.:> l e.nd and move them to the far lvest. Ba1erle1n 

had often encou.."ltered suoh machinations and told the Ind1a.ne 

that if they would. refu.ae Christian baptism, they would take 

u:9 thei1 .. abode not across the· Mississippi but in hell. 

ronce again Ba1erle1n visited Bemass1ke 1 S people and 

discussed with them the possibility of settling within their 

midirt •J He wanted to leave Fre.nkenmuth earlier but could not 

due to an injured arm wh1ch he sustained when h1s horse and 

wagon tumbled down a hill. Nevertheless, a:fter a two weeks• 

ll 11 Ba.1erle1ns Reise zu dem Haupt ling Remassike," .!!2.· 
£it., pp. 325-28. . 

12Ib1d. , pp. 323 .... 24. It ia difficult to ascertain 
whether or not Eaierlein .returned to Frankenmuth at this 
time or encamped in the wilderness. 
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rest, Ba1erle1n decided he would ~ake the trip and, there­

fore, left Fr ankenmuth on May 30, 1848. In three days he 

reached t he Pina River and the village or thirty Indian huta. 

Ba.1erlein h ac1 h oped to bo able to add.res& the entire village 

on tho dr:i.y of his arrival. Instead, he round an Indian 

drinking pa.1~·ty 1n progress. SeYeral Indian adults d1d wel­

come h1~ at Bamasaike's hut giving Ba1erle1n the opportunity 

to o.ddl·e~rn them on the importance of hie mission. Since it 

was Aso1:ms!on d.tiy, Ba1erle1n spoke to them and the chief of' 

the s1gn:!f 1ciance of this day tor the Christian Ohuroh.13 

On the f oll owing day the entire Tillage congragated at 

the chi ef 's hut to d1souea the suggestion that Ba1erle1n 

live a.wong them to instruct them and th61r children 1n the 

Word of ~od. Ba1erle1n furnishes an 1ntereot1ng deacr19t1on 

of the charact er and dres& of the Chippewas aa the1 gathered 

about h:tm. Th0 In<.U n.ns presented a· p1ctUl"eaque eight as 

they app~o~ched the m1ss1onar,. Many were dressed 1n their 

best cos t umes,: how poor they might be, and both men and uo­

men wore red embr oidere(l stockings. Several of the Indians 

wepe mour ning a departed member or their family and had 

painted t heir faces black. Others had colored their faces 

with red pa int , a sign of great Joy. The women carried their 

babies or led their children b7 the hand, while the men 

~alked stoically alongside smoking their pipes. Seated on 

l)~ •• pp. 325-26. 
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fallen logo or kneeling upon the ground, they awaited the 

appearance of Bai er~e1n an<l Chief Bama.ss1ke.14 

The m1s ,,1onary, seeing that the Indians had now read­

ied themselves for the d1souss1on, left the hut and ap­

proached t hem. He told them that he had come to make known 

to them t he Gr eat Spir1t 1 who not only created all things, 

as they already- knew, but who ha.d loved them and all men in 

that H~ Gent to them Hie Son, Jesus Qhrist. T~1a Jesus 

came 1n orde~ to free them from their sine a.nd had acoom­

pl1sheci thi s when He died and rose again for them. Ba1er­

le1n went on t o tell them that even as one could only reach 

the right doot i nation or a town or o1ty by traveling upon 

tne r l.P..;ht u a y, so one could only enter heaven if he tollowad 

the wa.y t he.t leads t o heaven -- if he believ~s in Christ as 

h i s Sav i or from a1n. Ba1erle1n had come ·to them to teach 

them the.t way. He ats.ted t hat he wished to preach to the 

adults nnd t o erect a sohool · for the young wherein the lat­

ter would lear n both God's Word and the rudiments of learn­

ing. Ba1erle1n added that he would not compel .them to ac­

cept hie Dronos1t1on and that 1t was up to them to decide . .,. 

whether or not they would want him to dwell among t hem and 

to be their pastor and teacher.15 
A long period or silence ensued broken only when the 

14Ib1d -· 
15Ib1d. , PP• 326-27 • 
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ch1ef arose to speak. Ae far as he was conoeI'lled, Baierlein 

should ta.lee up his abode with them and teach them the Word. 

Soon other Ind.1ans chimed 1n saying that it would be a good 

idea to have a school in their midst for the children since 

the aohool i;tt JPrankenmuth ws.s too far away for their child­

ren to at:tand. The chief oonaldered the matter settled'~d 
i 

shook t he m1aaion,,..ry 1 s hancl. Ba1erle1n again addressed the 

group because he wp..ntad them to be o·erta1n that his mission 

waa not one of mere teaoher, but that he was first and fore. 

moat a preacher of. the Goepel and the Gospel was his primary 1 

concern. '::hey i,111· have a. teacher of their children only if V
1 

if they a co:9pt him as a preachal" to all. To this end the adulta 

must promise to B.ttend. the oh.uroh services and not only to 

send the children to school. The matter being settled Baier­

le~n informed the Indians the.the would return to them in 

fourteen days and that in the meantime they should erect two 

huts, one for h1mselt and t~e other for the interpreter. Af­

ter some concluding remarks Ba1erle1n departed for a visit 

to Sauaban's tr1be.16 

Sa.unban and his tribe were located at Swan Creek.
1

7 

Before Ba1erle1n's arrival in America Sauaban had shown an 

interest in the FI"ankenmuth endeavor by sending five child-

- -------
16+b1d., pp. 327-28. 

l? 11M.1as1onsna.chr1ehten," !m• ill.•, P· 14. 



28 

ren to the Lutharan eohoo1.l8 Renae, Ba1erle1n sought to 

strengthen t his relationship when he and h1s interpreter 

Journeyed to Swan Creek. Arriving at the village 8a1erle1n 

saw a number of the Indiana drunk and notloed an attitude 

of ho3t111ty. Loeat1ng the oh1ef he informed him of h1s 

earlier visit when the tribe had been away hunting and then 

told of hia willingness to preach t ·o him Christ. aut Saua­

ba.n replied: 

I have already told you and Craemer tha.t I wish to have 
nothlng to do trith Ohr1st1an1ty. I ha.Ve no desire to 
bs in heaven but want to be where ucy- father.a not1 re-· 
aida.19 . · 

Though Sauaban himaalf refused to beoomo a Christian, be did 

not forb1r1 h1a people to liat·en to Ba1erle1n and to follow 

him. He added tlw.t if the people chose Chr1at1an1t7, it 

would be oo·tter to follow Ba1erle1n than the Methodists, 

sine~ the Lutherans gave better 1nstruct1on. 20 Ba1erle1n 

a.dcll.•easecl the peo!)le telling them of their sins a11d of Go.d's 

grace in Jesus narrating to them the lite of Christ. Sev­

eral. young men heeded these words and declared that they 

would follow Christ. Thereupon Ba1erle1n departed and re-

turned to Frankenmuth. 

Ba1erlein now prepared to dwell among Bemass1ke'a 

18.Iba,d. 

19 11 Ba ie'rle1ns Reise zu dem Hauptling Remass1ke, ct .232.• 
git., pp. 329-30. 

20Ib1d. 
~ 
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people at Pine River. In order to reach this Indian en­

campment f r-om F1"a.nkenrouth one had to travel northwest up the 

T1t t aba.uo.sae e Ri ve1" for twenty-one m1lee until it Deets the 

Chippewli. Hi Yer·. ~.1he traveler would come across a number of 

log cabins about a mile up the Chippewa River. Two miles 

from t hi a point is t he jurtct1on of the Pine and Oh1ppewe. 

Rivera . Bamasoike~s village would finally be reached after 

crossi ng th<~ Chlppe"ra and. following a. pa.th on the shore of 

the Pi ne a.nd going 1n a southY-eaterly d1rect1on. 21 

On July 19 0 1848, Ba.1erlein and six Francon1ans starte.d 

for t he Indi an villa ge.. When they arrived at the camp, most 

likely on tho 22nd, they beheld a distressing eight. The -: 
. ! 

Indians we:c'e s t ar Y1ng. Seeing the missionary and his com- :...,. 

panions, they hastened to them and begged fo1~ food~ Bai.er-

} 1e1n cow.a. not a i d t hem for ha had only enough for his own 

neoes s1tiea . The scene wa.a one of suoh abJaot poverty that 

he named. t he new misa1on lfBethany," tha.t 1.s, 11House ot Pov­

erty. 1122 Meanwhile h1e companions began to ereot a log cabin 

for Ba1erle1n and his young wite, who arrived at its com­

pletion. It w~s used for the school as well. Ba1erle1n at 

first, however, 11vad in an Indian dwelling which proved to 

be uncomfortable no well ae inadequate for his studies •. 

21 11E1n1g9 s ueber die Urelnwohner d1eses ~andes und was 
von der evangel1ach-luther1sohen Kirche fuer aia gethan 
W1rd,u ~ Luthe-raner, V (July 24, 1849), 187. 

22I b!sl• 
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Otten he found himself holding an umbrella 1n one hand to 

ahlel~ h imsel f from t he rain while h1s other hand held a 

B1ble.23 

The 1nhoap1t a.ble surroundings were not the only hin­

drances which plagued Ba1erle1n as he began hie labors among 

the Ch 1ppe11as. Ohe.racter1st1c of all Indians the Chip9ewas 

"'>l of B$massi ke 1 s t r 1oo were suspicious of all white men and 

Ba.1er lein waa no exception. The faot that the young mis­

sionary was unable to supply their phya1ca.l need.a may have 

contributed to their d1strusttulness. When he began his 

school only e i ght children attended. They were the guinea 

pi gs for the ot her Indian children. If they survived tha 

f1rs·t weel~s of s chool:, the Indians would send· the othe1• 

ch11o..ren t o the white man's institution. The Indians soon 

lea z•ned to trust the m1sa1onary and the other children were 

g i v en 1;o h i e care. Ba.1.erlein instructed them every day in 

their owa l anguage as well as 1n Garman and in Engl1sh. The 

children stud1ed t he familiar Bible stories and memorized 

several hymns and Catechism aelect1ons. By the beginning or 
1849, Ba1er la1n had nineteen enrolled 1n h1s day school. In 

addition~ he inaugurated an orpha..l'l sohool tor children who 

had lost one or both pa.rents and who could not be supported 

by their relatives. Several ot these children Ba1erlein fed, 

. . . 
23Eduard Ba1erle1n, Im Urwalae (Dresden, Gernw.ny: 

Justus Nauma.nn• s Buchhandlung, 18 9), P• ~3. 
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clothed, and sheltered 1n his own emall home. In return 

for these serv1ces 0 the children did manual chores in the 

home and. :l.n the fielda.24 

It is not eurpr1s1ng that Ba1~rle1n1 s first converts 

were children. They hed been exposed to the New Testament 

. fa.1th in their d0\1ly 1nstruot1ons and soon truoted both the 

m1aa1on.:;a .. ;y &"ld the m1ss1onary' s fa.1th. The ap!)roach1ng 

Cb.r1atma.a seevson put both children and m1es1onary into a 

api:rit of joy a.:3 well aa hopeful e:xpecta.t1on.. Preparations 

had 1."'eon ms.de to brlng the spirit and customs of Christmas 

into the i-rildel"'neas. The children busied themselves learn­

ing Martin Luther• a Christmas hymn From Hea.ven Above !a 

Eartp. 1 Sl.9.ra~
11 

which Ba1erle1n a.nd hie 1nterpret·er had trans­

lated into the Ch!ppawa .language. Mrs. Ba.1erle1n made 

Jackets
0 

t,rm.:rners , shirts, skirts, e.nci. other articles of 

clothing fo);' the Indian children. 2.S On Ohr1stmas Eva ap­

prox1m1::.tely fo1"tY persons asaembled in the small log ca.bin. 

Baierle1n read Isaie.h 9 as well as the nativity story and 

epo!te to the Indians nbout the meaning or Christmas. At the 

completion of tho service the India.t,B v1th their children 

gathered about the Christmas tree and received the1r gifts.
26 

. 24 11 Beth~n1en am F~ne R1ver4" Evap,gtJ11se,h-Luther11ches. 
Misaloncbla.tt > N?• 9 . ( May l, 18 9), l'.'31-:32. 

2SBa1erle1n, 9..12. • .5U:l., PP• 66-7. 

26 11 Bethanlen am Pine River," .9.U.• cit., !l• 1J2. 



32 

Nineteen plntss had been placed below the tree each one con­

taining s ome bread and apples, which were also distributed 

among the ch ild.ren. 27 It oe1~a1nly wae a most memorable 

ooonsion for all, for the Ohr1atmas story was strange to 

most of the Indiana and the Christmas tree ~nd gifts stranger 

still. 

fen Indi an children soon requested bapt1am. These 

children had been studying the doctrine of baptism 1n sobo·o1 

and, t heref ore , asked the m1sa;onary to baptize them. 28 

Most of t he childl"en we:re sone, ~aughtere, or nephews or the 

old India;1 chief Bemaesike. Baierlein invited Craemer to 

perform the bapt ismal rite since he was not, a.o Jet, or­

dained and so ,, .)uat after the new year, the children wer a 

baptized and received Christian names. 29 Prior to the bap­

tism, Baierlein' s wife gave bi~th to her first oh1ld, a 

ds.ugh t:erp who was baptized tt1th the Ind18.l'1 children. JO She 

had been named ~heodos1a. Twe other ·daughters ~ere born to 

the Ba1e~lein f amily while the1 worked among the Chippewas _____ '_,_ 
27At this time nineteen Indian children were enrolled 

1n t he school and hence the n1n~teen plate~. 

28 11 Betha.n1en am Pine River," .sm,. o1t., P• 129. 

29 11n1e 1uther1aohen Miss1onstat1onen unter den rothen 
·India.nern 1n Michigan II Kirch11ohe Mi tthEt1lungen AU l1rul 
yeber ~-Amerika, N~. 4 (1850), JO. Craemer ordained 
Ba1erlein on September 6, 1850. See V1erter ~ynodal-1!!­
rioht der deutschen evangel.-luther1sohen Sypode von N1s­
:aour1., Ohio .!Y!.9. f:U1dern st94ten. vom Ja.hre 1850, P• 11. 

30Ba1erle1n, 9..P.• o\t., P9• 70-2~ 
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in Michigan. Thoophile was born o~ September 20, 1850 and 

Ulrike t·ms bo1-wn on May 7, 1852. 31 

We h ave already. alluded to the :f'aot that the adult 

Chippewas wer e not at first amiable to the m1se1onary•s mes­

sage; t h~.t they were auspicious of sending their children to 

Ba1erle i n' a s chool. Drunkenness, spiritual indifference, 

J and h aphuzai ... ~1 church attendance oontri buted to the young 

missionary' s difficulties.32 Excessive drinking waa per­

haps the worst obstacle. It was common among all Indian 

tribes and had been a result or their contact with white 

tra.de1,a 1:1ho wel"e alwaya anxious to sell tlloir ware among the 

unauapecttng I m1.1nns. Thay often charged exerbitant' prices 

and d.1lutiad the whiskey with le.rga quantities of wa.ter. 

Bethuny had its share of drunkenness brought about by such 

whit ~ l nt ercourse for t wo traders were established nearby 

2.nd d1 i:5tr1buted wh1ekey to both children and adults lnclud-

1ng some of Ba1erle1n's pup1ls. One of these traders wae so 

incensed at Baierle1n the.t he openly threatened him. though 

the t hreat was not carried out.33 A year before this, Baier-

J l Letter to tho author :from the Leipzig Eyangel1oal , 
Lut heran Mission dated January 18, 1954, and -in the author s 
poasession. Theouh11e . l1as married 1n Erlangen, Germany on 
Oct ober 18, 1870. ·· Ulrike · uas confirmed 1n Hohenstaedt, 
Germ.~ny, on June 17, 1866. 

3211Aus e1nem Briete des Mis~~ Ba1erle1n, 11 Evangel1_s§h­
Lutheriaches _ M1es1opsblatt, No. ~2 (November_lS, 1849), 37. 

J.3_~ .. , No. 21 (November 1, 18.SO), :329. 
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lein'a l ife h ad been threatened by a number of drunken In­

diana who disliked the missionary. However, no harm came 

to him, though Baierla1n was qu1te concerned.'.34 The in­

fluence of these whiskey vendors was so strong that even 

Ba1e:c>lein 1 B i nterpreter succumbed and became a "drunkard 
.,..5 

and a t:1"·act.er. II.J Ba.ierlein often complained about the perni-

i <'°ious i nflue nce of the white man 1n general and the tradar 

in p ar ·t lcular. Not only w:ere the traders e. menace to Indian 

aooie'ty, bttt other whit e men including those in governmental 
I 

;positiona oft en had a negative influence upon the Indian. 

{ They ~ar ed l i ttle about the Indian'• material welfare and 

lless f ol" the I ndian's spiritual an~ moral condition. Bemaa­

alke , the I nd1,m chief, also saw the damage that· was being 

done among hia people by the unscrupulous whites and, t here­

fore 0 i·rro·ce a letter 1n 1849 to the President of the United 

Stat es oompl a1n1ng of the unwholesome conditions brot1ght 

about by t he sale a.nd consumption of whiskey.36 He writes: 

You told me that you would take oare of me, that my 
children woulcl be clothed and that I would hardly ra­
cognize my wife in her :fine olo·thes and Jewels. But es 
of'ten as I look a.bout rne, tllinga appear the same. I 
aee no fine clothes e.nd Jettele, and my wife appears the 
same. You have taken my land and I have received no­
t hing i n return. Now I am old and you oan no longer do 
anything for me. But you can do something for my son. 

Jl~ 11Beth&.n1en a.m Pine River, 11 QR.• cit., P• 131. 

35 11Aus einem Brie:fe des Ml,.ss. Ba1erle1n, ,, . Evangel1soh­
£1!Uthez•isohes Misqionsblatt, No. 21 (November l, 1850), 329. 

36The pree1dent at this time was Zachary Taylor. 
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Do not; forget 1 tf37. 

Not only t he 1mmo:rtl cha.raober ot the traders and the 

a.d.m1n1.at;re.tor G played .havoc w1t·h the m1ss1onary• s spiritual 

m,1n1stra.t1ons , but churchmen of other . denominations contrib­

uted t o Baierlein1 G d1ft1cult1es and the Indian's confusion. 

Both the ~ n1an Catholics and Method1.et s sought t ·o create 

auspieion a!'ld hostil1 ty am.ong the Ohippewaa toward their 

pastor . In a l atter written on August 1, 1849, Ba1erle1n 

menia ons t he act :tvit1as ot the Romanists and Methodists, 

addi ng t hat av.ch compe.t1t1ons on the part of different d~­

nom1nat1ons f or t he Ind1a.ns• aoula causes them to think of 

the m:l ss i ona.r:te a a.a mera ·vsndoPa of religions who peddle 

their ep1ri t uaJ. goods from village to v11J.a.ge. 38 Tb.e Metho­

distu we:. ... e{f perha.:pa, the most aggressive· and Ba1erle1n as 

well ns Cr~emer constantly remarked about their deceitful­

ness and obnox1ous ala.nders.39 Many Met~d!sts w9re located 

near t he Pine River and s·ought to gain convert a from amon.g 

the Ch1ppew~e at Bethany. They told the Indians that they 

would fiml the "'Germans 11 to oa deceivers and untrus.twortey 
' 

and warned them not to assoo1a.te with them. Unable, however , 

~o mak_e ru1y great ~nroads into the Bethany JD.1ss1on the Matho-

37Baier1e1n, .£2.• s!.l•, PP• 108-09. 

J8 11Aue e1nem Br1efe des Miss. Ba1erle1n, 0 Evan~etiach­
Luthetis9hes Missionsb~atl,, No. _22 {November 1S, j_s:9 , 338. 

'.39 0Fra.nkenmuth, Cass River, Michigan 1111 August 1848,. IJ 

Der, L,ut·beranel! , V ( September 12, 1848) , 4. . 



dists 1~ 1850 left Pine RiveP and moved to an.other river 

from whence they continued their proselytiam.40 The 

Methodists received encoura.eement to continue their acti­

vities when in 1852 the . new Indian agent to be appointed 

was e. Me·thodiet aa well. 41 Thia unnamed layman a.ct1vel7 

supported the Me-thodiat oauee conducting religious meetings 

among the I ndians whom he visited. With the continuous in­

cursions into the Lutheran mission, it was only natural 

that some Indla.ns defected· to the Me·thodiat camp. In Jan­

uary 18_5f:, Be..ierlein was compelled to mention that though 

the cong;1"e ga.tion had grown to forty-one souls, two Yomen 

left to Join tho Methodist Church, having married husbands 

a:tf1l10:ted with that oor.µnunion. 42 On another oooaeion a. 

numbeJl" of Methodists attempted to prevent a. tour ;vea.r old 

In(lian gi1~1 f'rom being baptized by Be.1erle1n. They employed 

the girl's two older brothers as s3>okesmeli of the Method.1st 

c&.use but we r e unauceeaaful in de·tering the young child. 
43 

She ·wr3.t-J bept1;ed by Be.1erlein in spite of tha protests. 

Baier.lein'a work waa not i1m1ted to the Bethan;v Indians 

40r h~ve mede a careful study of the CongresaionaJ, R~­
~oru { 181+?-1855) and the A)nualuRepo.rts of the, Method.1st 

n1·scQpe.l Ohuroh ( 1847-1853 and fail to find any references 
to Ba1erlein

1 
Bethany, Lutherans, and prosei~t1sm. 

41 1:Aus einem Brie:t'e des M1s!3. Baierlein~ 11 Evan . e 1·soh­
Luther1sohe~ .. Mis@ionsblatt, No • . 1.5 (Augu~t 1, 18.52 .; 22.5. 

42Ib:\.d.. No. ?. ( April 1, 1852) , 107 • .... .-..._.. ' . 

4:3 IJ:21.s!,., No. 24 (December 15, 18.51), 3?1. 


