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of the world by an evil spirit or demiurge. Most Gnostic . 

systems have an elaborate genealogy which shows the develop- 

ment of the various deities and their relationship to the 

good god, Their system is one of mysticism and dualism. 

God, to the Gnostics, is an absolute, unknown and une 

knowable, being. He is completely good; therefore, he could 

not have created the world, which contains so much evil, 

This good god has revealed himself through, or in, Christ. 

The Gnostics received most of the Gospel into their systen; 

however, they do not accept the crucifixion, Their doctrine 

of god was secretly revealed to them by en apostle, This 

is another notable characteristic of all Gnosticism, for 

they always have a special, immediate revelation from God 

or a representative. 

The Gnostics do not take sin seriously because god is 

good and loving. It is just like dirt on the face which can 

easily be removed. He cannot punish or become angered at 

the sinner because he takes no offense at sin (Adversus Mar- 

cionem, Bok 1, chap. 26). If such is the case, sin is of 

little consequence? 

Tertullian wrote many polemical works against the varie 

ous heresies of his day, it is of importance to consider 

his tract De Praesoriptione Haereticorum before considering 

  

SIbid., pp. 155-141. 
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the various tracts written against the Gnostics, In this 

tract Tertullian states that the ilew Testament warns us 

that haresies will come and that the Christian is to avoid 

them (chaps. 4-5). Heresy condemns a person because it is 

self-will, instead of submission to the divine will (chap. 

1). In chapter 7 he places the source of all heresy at the 

Foot of philosophy; “Indeed heresies are themselves insti- 

gated by philosophy." "People are to search for truth; but, * 

onoe it is found, a person wust ve content with it, must te- 

lieve it (chap. 9). Our curlosity cannot go beyond the Rule 

of ¥Waith (chap, 14) because the aposties have given the whole 

truth to the Churoh, and anything contrary to it is ipso 

facto false (chap. 21). Therefore, one is not permitted to ¢ 

use Scripture in refuting heretics, for it belongs to the 

Church, not the heretics which only abuse it (chap. 15-16), 

These are the principles which Tertullian sets down for the 

handling of heresies, but he did not always follow these 

principles. in the books against Marcion he quotes Scripture; 

in fact, the fourth and fifth boots are a defense of the 

catholic canon in opposition to the Marcion canon. 

Marcion, 2 Gnostic, against whom five books are extant, f 

is the first and foremost heretic treated by the Carthaginian. 

In fact Tertullian is an important source of information 

both on the Gnostics and Marocion whose Antitheses can be 
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partially reconstructed from this refutation? 

Marcion was a native of Fontus who flourished during 

the reign of Antonius Pius. SGecause of his restless temper y 

and fondness of novelties, he left the church. fie, iike all 

heretics, wanted to reconcile the good and evil in the world 

(Adversus Marcionem, Book I, chap. 2). ifarcion, the most 

intelligent of the Gnostic teavhers, rejected the vast sys 

tem of genealogies purposed by other Cnostics, However, he 

did agree in the dualism, docetism and rejection of the Old 

Testament. He accepted the Gospel of St. Luke, and that 

only in part, as Adversus arcionem, Book IV, shows; and some 

of the Pauline corpus, as Adversus Marcicnem, Book V, shows, 
  

Mareion's theology is etrongly Pauline? 

In Adversus Marcionem, Book I, the first chapter, Tex 
    

tullian states that he is writing this treatise because a 

former hastily written, uncorrected one was published by a 

former friend of his, and this is to supplement and carrect 

the other. Tertullian, in this baok, describes the god of 

Marcion, showing that this god is entirely wanting of all 

the attributes of God. 

God «ust be a unity, contrary to the dualism of “arcion, 

  

4... ucGiffert, "Harly and Bastern," A History of 
Christian Thought (New Yorks Charles Scribner's Sons, 

CelI52) 5 ppe 49, ¢U. : 

Ssicge, Op. _Cit., Pe 155. See alsc John, Bishop of 

Bristol, The meclesiastical History of the Second and Zhi 
Genturies (London: Griffith rarran & CO., ede)» De. 206.
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the one and only supreme veing, It is impossibis io deduce 

from the many heads of government that +tnere can te more 

than one God (cheyns. S=7). . There must be external evidence 

for people to acknowledge God (chap. 12). ‘he lateness of 

the revelation of Narcion's god proves him falce (chaps. 15= 

17). Mercion's god is utterly without feeling and emotion 

which is a complete impossiblity according to Tertullian 

(chaps. 25-26). 

in the second book, Tertullian shows that the creator 

or dewiuxrge whom liarcion slandered is the true 2nd good God. 

Narcion's arguments are absurd and contrary to Scriptures, 

for God's nature is beyond human discovery (chaps, 1-2). | 

God created the world by the Word, Jesus Christ (chap. 3). 

There is 2 system or rewards and punishments in the 

world which would be useless if men vere good or evil by 

necessity, as Marcion proposes, and not by choice, freewil). 

(chaps. 6-7), Man can overcome the angel that lured him to 

fall vy repentance (chap. &). God's will is good in spite 

of the fact that He created the devil who fell avay from 

lilm, which is an antithesis to the itarcion ides that only 

a good god could will good, for the evil in the world proves 

a demiurge (chap. 5). The purpose of God's law is to show 

man's complete dependence upon Hin, 

In Adveraus Marcionem, Book III, he shows that Christ 

is the Son of God whem the prophets predicted, who had hu- 

man flesh through a real incarnation, and who performed
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miracles (chaps. 2-3). Harcion's christ had no prophecy, 

so was false (chap. 4). In chapters 5 to? Tertullian points 

out the Messianic prophecies, and chapters 6 and 9 defend 

the incarnation of Christ; to Marcion Christ's flesh was a 

mere figment of the imagination. Then he goes on to show 

from Isalah the name of Christ, the prediction of his death, 

the Millennial Kingdom of Christ. This is continued in the 

fourth book, only this time, he gives a chapter by chapter 

account of Luke's Gospel, the only one accepted by Narcion, 

In the fifth book he does the same thing using, this time, 

the Pauline epistles which, also, agree with the Old Testa 

ment predictions. 

This is Tertullian's treatment of Marcion, and the 

other heresies prevalent in his day underwent similar treadq- 

ment. He used the same general plan of attack, but, natur- 

ally, he directed his attack to the chief yoint of dissension, 

Some of these heresies he merely mentions in passing; others 

he treats in longer works. 

Tatian is mentioned in De Jejuniis, chapter 15, as om 

who opposed the use of food because it was sinful. food 

was created by the Creator, Tertullian retorted, not the 

supreme good god, This is another case of dualism, Basi- 

lides is mentioned in De Resurrectione Carnis (chap, 2) as 
  

denying the reality of Christ's flesh along with Narcion. 

The Carpocrates are mentioned twice in De Anima, In chap- 

ter 23 Tertullian says that they claim that their souls are
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on the sawe level as Christ, for they are of a higher nature. 

In chapter 35 their doctrines of metempsychosis is described, 

They believed that nothing is evil of itself; good and evil 

is a matter of cpinion. 

Tertullian wrote a tract against the Valentinians (Ac 

versus VYslentinianos) in which he sscribes their succes to 

the fables in their theology (chap. &). Valentinus, the 

founder, flourished during the reign of Antoninus Fius 

(chap. 4). Tertullian's account of the system is based up- 

on Justin, Miltiades, Irenasus, Proculus (chaps. 5=6), and 

it is little more then e translation of the first book of 

Irenaeus against the Gnostioss Valentinianisa is a weird — 

and absurd system of eriendations--into which I shall not go, 

The office of Christ is to instruct the Aeons in the nature — 

ef the union in the Pleroma, and how to arrive at the com- 

prehension of the father (chap. 4). There are three types 

of substances in the Pleromas so there are three types of 

mens the carnal or material, the animal, and the spiritual 

(chap. 26). The spiritual people are assured of salvation; 

the animal must work out his own salvation very carefully 

(chaps. 29-50). This shows, says Tertullian, that no credit 

can be given to the senses because they. are an animal part of 

man which is derived from Plato (chap. 23). Christ is a hol- 

low shell, The animal christ was foretold by the prophets 

  

6yonn, Bishop of Bristol, op. cite, pe 264.
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and used the virgin as a canal upon whom the spiritual Christ, 

‘of mest excellent qualities, descended at Baptism, but left 

him when he appcared before Pilate Chap. 27), There is not 

moh Biblical Christology here, Tertullian inserts caustic 

criticism throughout this tract. ‘Some of the followers of 

Valentinus mentioned in chapter four are: Colarbasus, Her 

acleon, Secundus, Marcus, Theotims. 

Another heretic against whom Tertullian wrote a tract 

is Praxeas (Adversus Praxeam), Praxeas was recognized by ‘ 

false accusations as a Montanist by the Bishop of Rome 

(chap. 1). When the tenets of Praxeas arrived in Carthage, 

Tertullian killed them. Praxeas wanted to insure the unity 

of Gods therefore he made the Father descend into the Vir-. 

gin and suffer (chap. 29); thus denying the personality of 

Christ. He, in some respects, can be compared to the Swee 

denvorgians! ‘Tertullian refuted this doctrine by setting 
forth his own creed. ‘The tract is valuable for Tertuiliants 

doctrine of the Trinity. and the incarnation of Jesus, which 

wlll be taken up under the topics of theology and Christ- 

ology. 

The next and final heretic treated extensively by Pere 

tullian is Hermogenes -(Adversus Hermogenem). Hermogenes, 

who apostatized from Christianity, was a painter by profes- 

sion, a comtemporary of Tertullian (shap. 1-30). This may 

  

?xpid., De 261. 
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mean that he only took over pagan philosophy, specially 

Stoician, that matter is self-evident. God made all things. 

out of matter (chap. 2); He could not have created ex ni- 

hilo because a gocd god cannot make evil whose source is 

matter (chap. 3). Tertullian says that Hermogenes' doctrine 

of matter introduces two gods--a good and an evil (chaps. 4- 

%, 11-12). ‘True doctrine either denies the omipotence of 

God or makes God the author cf evil. TertuljJian, then, ‘ 

raises the question: can the reasons for imputing evil to . 

matter be applied to God Mimgelf (chaps. 11-13, 37)? By 

naking matter self-existent and eternal, Tertullian says, 

you are nlacing it above the Yord and wisdom of God (chaps, 

171%). -Ne then goes on to support his claim by using. 

Serlpture, especially Genesis, to prove that the universe vas 

not created out of pre-existent matter (chap. 35). He then - 

takes up some inconsistencies of iermogenes. In ohepters 41, 

44, and 45, he treats the notion that God only used a part 

of existent matter ‘ond its consequences, Hermogenes skid t hat 

the human soul was made out of matter (De Anima, chaps. 1, 

5, 113 De Hongamia, chaps. 16<17),. Tertullian's zeal against 

him may have been caused by his assertion that a second 

marriage is lawful, which Tertullian denied? 

This is the treatwent of heretics by Tertullian. He 

mentions a few more, such as Simon Magus, Menander, etc., in 

  

OTbide, Pe 285. 
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