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of the world by an evil spirit or demiurge. MNost Gnostic -
systems have an elaborate genealogy which shows the develop-
ment of the various deities and their relationship to the
good god, Their system is one of mysticism and dualism.

Gody to the Gnostics, is an absolute, unknown and un-
knowable, being. He is completely good; therefore, he could
not have created the world, which contains so ruch evil,
This good god has revealed himself through, or in, Christ,
The Gnostics received most of the Gospel into their systeum;
however, they do not accept the crucifixion, Their doctrine
of god was secretly revealed to them by an apostle., This
is another notable characteristic of all Gnosticism, for
they always have a special, immediate revelation from God
or a representative.

The Gnostics do not take sin seriously because god is
good and loving. It is just like dirt on the face which can
easily be removed. He cannot punish or become angered at
the sinner because he takes no offense at sin (Adversus Mar-
cionem, Eaok 1, chap, 26). If such is the case, sin is of
little conaequance::.'

Tertullian wrote many polemical works agginst the vari-
ous heresies of his day, It is of importance to consider

his tract De Prassoriptione Haersticorum before considering

Sibid., pp. 133=141.
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the various tracts written against the Gnostics., In this
traot Tertullian states that the liow Testament warns us
that haresies will come and that the Christian is to avoid
them (ochaps. 4-5). IHeresy condemns a person because it is
gelf-will, instead of submission to the divine will (chap.'
1). In chapter 7 he places the source of all heresy at the
foot of philosophy; "Indeed heresies are themselves insti-
gated by philosophy."® "Peop:l.e are to search for truthj but, "
once it is found, a person must ve content with it; must o=
lieve it (chap., 9). Our curiosity cannot go beyond the Rule
of F¥aith (chap, 14) bacause the apostles have given the whole
truth to the Churgch, and anything contrary to it is ipso
fagto false (chap. £1). Therefore, one is not permitted to 4
use Scripture in refuting heretics, for it belongs to the
Church, not the herstics which only abuse it (chap. 15-16).
These are the principles which Tertullian sets down for the
handling of heresies, but he did not always follow these
principles. In the books against Marcion he quotes Scripture;
in fact, the fourth and fifth books are a defense of the
catholic canon in opposition to the larcion canon.

liarciony; a Gnostic, against whom_ﬁ..ve books are extant, }
is the first and foremost heretic treated by the Carthaginian,
In fact Tertullian is an important source of information
both on the Gnostics and larcion whose Antitheses can be
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partially reconstructed from this refutaticn?

Harcion was a native of Fontus who flourished during
the reign of Antonius Pius. Because of his restless temper 7
and fondness of novelties, he left the church, e, like all
heretics, wanted to reconcile the good and evil in the world
(Adversus arcionem, Book I, chap, 2). Iilmrcion, the most
intelligent of the Cnostic teachers, rejected the vast syse
ten of genealogles purposed by other Cnostica, IlHowever, he
did agree in the dualiswm, docetism and rejection of the Jld
Testament. iHe accepted the Gospel of St. Luke, and that
only in part, as Adversus .farcioncm, Book IV, shows; and some
of the Pauline corpus, as Adversus ifarciocnem, Book V, shows,
Yarcion's theology is etrongly I'auline‘r.’

In Adversus g.a_‘_f-;_r_c__i_ggpg, Book I, the first chapter, Ter
tullian states that he is writing this treatise because a
former hastily written, uncorreétad one was published by a
former friend of his, and this is to supplement and carrect
the other. Tertuilian, in this book, describes the god of
Marcion, showing that this god is entirely wanting of all
the attributes of God.

God wust be a unity, contrary to the dualism of iiarcion,

45, C. McGiffert, "Harly and Sastern," A History of

Christian Thought (lew York: Charles Scribner's Sons,
c.lgi’_».?.]. PPe. 49, €U, 3

b . .sh : X

Big op,_cit.; P. 135. See alsc-John, Bishop o
Bristol, The TeoTesiastical History of the Second and Thi
Centuries (London: Griffith Farran & CO., n_.d.). Pe 296,
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the one and only suprome veing. It is impossibls i{c deduce
from the many heads of government that there can be wmore
than one God (chaps. 35=7). There must be externcl evidence
for people to acknowledge God (chap. 12). The lateness of
the revelation of Marcion's god proves him fale'._a'(éhaps. 15=-
17). Jarcion's god is utterly without feeling ;md emotion
which is a complete impossiblity according to Tertullian
(chaps, 265-26),

Iin the ecoﬁd Look, Tertullian shows that the creator
or dewiurge whom liarcion slandered is the true and good God,
Harcion's arguwents are absurd and eontrary to Scriptures,
for Cod's nature is beyond human discovery (chaps. 1=3).
God created the world by the Word, Jesus Christ (chap, 3).

There is a system ol rewards and punishments in the
world which would be useless if men were good or evil by
necessity, as mrcion proposes, and not by choice, Ifreewill.
(chaps. 6-7). Illan can overcome the angel that lured hiw %o
fall by repentance (chap. &). Cod'e will is good in spite
of the fact that He created the devil who fell away f{rom
iiim, which is an antithesis to the iiarcion idex that only
a good god could will good, for the evil in the world proves
a demiurge (chap. 5). The purpose of God's law is to shaw
man's complete dependenoe_ upon Hiwm,

In Adversus HMarcionem, Book III, he shows that Christ
is the Son of God whom the prophets preiicted, who had hu-

man flesh through a real incarnation, and who performed
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miracles (chaps, 2-3). HNarcion's christ had no prophecy,
go was false (chap, 4). In chapters & to7 Tertullian points
out the Messianic prophecies, and chapters & and 9 defend
the incarnation of Christ; to iarcion Christ's flesh was a
mere figment of the imagination, Then he goes on to show
froni Isalah the name of Christ, the prediction of his death,
the }Millennial Xingdom of Christ, This is continued in the
fourth book, only this time, he gives a chapter by chapter
account of Luke's Gospel, the only one accepted by Marcion,
In the fifth book he does the same thing using, this time,
the Pauline ep:l.atl.ea vwhich, also, agree with the 0ld Testa
ment predictions.

This is Tertullian's treatment of Marcion, and the
other hereslies prevalent :I.:} his day underwent similar trest -
ment, He used the same gez;eral plan of attack, but, natur=
ally, he directed his attack to the chief poinmt of dissension,
Some of* these heresies he merely mentions in passing; others
he treats in longer works.

Tatian is wmentioned in De Jejuniis, chapter 1%, as om
who opposed the use of food because it was sinful, Food
wag created by the Creator, Tertullian retorted, not the
supreme good god, This is another case of dualism, Basi-
lides is mentioned in De Resurrectione Carnis (chap, 2) as
denying the reality of Christ's flesh along with Xarcion,
The Carpocrates are mentloned twice in De Anima, In chap-

ter 23 Tertullian says that they claim that their souls are
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on the sawe level as Christ, for they are of u higher nature.
In chapter 3% their doctrine of metempsychosis is described,
They believed that nothing is evil of itself; good and evil
is a matter of opinion.

Tertullian wrote a tract against the Valentinians (Ad-
Valentinianos) in which he sscribes their succes to
the fables in‘thair theology (chap. .E). Vs.x_ieutinus, the
founder, flourished during the relgn of Antoninue Fius
(chap. 4). Tertullian's account of the system is based up-
on Justin, lltiades, Irenasus, Proculus (chaps, £=6), and
it is little more than a translation of the first book of
Irenaeus against the Gnostics? Valentinienisu 1_5 o welrd
and absurd systewm of emendations-~into which I shall not £O0.
The office of Christ is to instruct the Aeons in the nature
of the union in 1u:.he .'Pleroma... and how to arrive at the cowm-
prehenaion cf the father (chap. 4). There are three tyves
of substences in the Plerumas so there are three types of
mens the carnal or material, the animal, and the spiritud
(chap, 26), The spiritual people are aasured of salvation;
the a.m.r-al must werk out his own salvation very cavefully
(chaps. 29-30)« This shows, says Tertullian, that no credit
can be given to the senses because they are an animal part of
man which is derived from Plato (chap. 28). Christ is a hol-
low shell, The animal christ was foretold by the prophets

8rohn, Bishop of Bristol, op. oit., p. 284.
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and used the virgin as a canal upon whom the spiritual Chri st,
‘of mest excellent qualitiss, descended at Baptism, but left
him when he appcared before Pilate ichap. 27). There is not
much Biblical Christology here, Tertullian inserts caustic
oriticism throughout this tract, - 3ome of the followers of
Valentinus mentioned in chapter four ars: Cclarbasus, Hem
acleon, Secundus, larcus, Theotiuus,

Another heretic against whom Tertullian wrote a tract
is Praxeas (Adversus Fraxeam), Praxeas was recognized by
false accusations as ‘a lMontanist by the Bishop of Rome
(chap. 1). When the tenets of Praxeas arrived in Carthage,
Tertullian killed them. Praxeas wanted to insure the unity
of God; therefore he made the Father descend into the Vir-.
gin and suffer (chap. 29); thus denying the personality of
Chxist. He, in some respects, can be compared to the Swee
denvorglans. Tertullian refuted this doctrine bty setting
forth his own crced. _The tract 1s valuable fof Tertullian's
doctrine of the Trinity and the incarmation of Jesus, which
will be taken up under the topics of theology and Christ=-
ology,

The next and final ‘heretic treated extensive:l.y.by Tere
tulllan is Hermogenes -(Adversus Hermogensm).  Hermogenes,
who apostatized from Christianity, was a painter by profes-
sion, a ‘comtemporary gﬂ Tertullian (shap. 1-30). This may

7ibid., p. 261,
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mean that he only took over pagan philosophy, ssnecially
Stoiciamy that matier is self-ecvident. God made all thiags .
out of matter (chap. 2); He could not hava created ex ni-
hilo becauee a gocd god cannot make evil whose source is
matter (ehap. 3). Tertullian says that Hermogenes' doctrine
of matter introduces two gods--a good and an evil (chaps, 4=-
7y 11-12). True dooitrine either denies the cmmipoternce of
God or makes God the author of evil., Tertullian, then, !
ralses the question: can the reasons for imputing evil to.
matler be applied to God Mimeelf (chaps. 1ll-13, 37)? 3y
making matter aelf-exigstent and eternal, Tertullian says,
you are nlacing it above the Word and wisdom of God (chaps.
17-.&). - ile then goes on to support his claim by using
Seripture, especially Genesis, to prove t!\mt the universe was
not created out of pre-existent matter (chap. 35), He then -
taktes up some inconsistencies of ilermogenes. In chapters 41,
44, =nd 45, he treats the notion that God only used 2 pazt

of existent matter .zmd its consequences, Ilermogenes siid t hat
the human soul was made out of matier (De Anima, chaps. 1,

3y 113 De longamia, chaps. 16=17), Tertullian's zeal against
him may have been caused by his assertion that a second
marriage is lawful, which Tertullian denied$
This is the treatuent of heretics by Tertullian. He

mentions a few more, such as Siwon lagus, Venander, etc., in

STbhid.s pPe. 28E.



