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CHAFTER X
INTRODUCTIOH
Eighteenth Cenbtury Backzround

"Zhe greater pexrt of the geventeenth century is knowm as the Age of
Orthodoxy in the Iuthoren Clweh . . » the very legalistic means used %o
reostablich the Ghurch after the devastations of the Thirty Yesva! War,™
Pletistic tendencies appeared both in Iattheran and Reformed circles before
the end of the sixboewth century, bt they bad thsir largest development
in the lote geventsenth and sarly eighbcenth cexturies, Ab the ¢lose of
the Thirty Yanrst War religious life in Protegtant Germany was at a low
ebb, ‘The control of tho (lmreh ly the civil government in ths various
peinelpalities did not malke foxr spirituality, The interprotation of saving
faith in terms of inmtellsctual assent; the rrovalence of scholasticlsm,
the emphosis upon formel orthodomy, ths abscrpblon of the leading men of
the churcﬁ in theological controversy, all tended to depress the religious
and moral life of the country, exd the war itself had demoralizing efflects
a.:ﬁ accentuated conditions already widespread,

This legelistic movement deveioped indo a very one-sided ome in vhioh
the Bible was :'-egardad, by some, more highly a8 a compilation of God-glven
doctrines that mst be uzheld at all cost than as the power of God to.an
ebernal life of salwvation and a temporal life of sanctification, The
emphaigis vee placed on the mind too mich to the exclusion of the heart.

3 . kLT
nem:r-rohnmkhoff, ﬁ@ﬂmm ic__.i_aﬁ
Paried of f%ﬂ shed B, D, thesis, Concordia Seminery,
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This emphasis, originabting with the schoolmen, uliimately caune into the
preaching of the individual pastor.
As a recction %o this formaliotic orthodoxy, the Pietistic movement
developed in the last quarter of the seventeenth century, It bsgan only
a8 an cffort to improve local religious and moral conditions in Frankfort-
on-lain, bub it soon spread throughout the cowmtyy,
Pigbima emphagized the duty of striving after porsonsl and individual
religiocus independence and collaboretion and declered that religion
is somothing albogether personzl, that evengelical Christianity is
present only where and in so far as 1t is manifested in Christian
conduct,
Fictism's great protagomist was Fhillp Jacob Spencr, who was born in 1655,
and held Important clerical positions sucpessively in Frankfordy, Dresden,
ond Berling until his death in 1705, HMany of ths proposals for the improve-
ment of the Church and the life of its people made by Spener were the very
things needed to wake the Church oub of ids recceupsation with doguma al
Ho mroposcd and succoeded in shifbting
tho conter of inberest from the maintonance of arthodox doetrine to
conduct and jractical plety; and from the objective validity of the
voritics of salvation and meens of graes t0.bhe subjectivo conditions
connected with them, thoir subjective ethical accountability then
following as o nsessoary eorollexw.'s
Some people do not believe that the Plolistic movenment of the eighteenth
gentury in Gormany was Justified Iy conditions, They clain that this period
of the great dogmaticilans wos Wy no means an age of dead orthodoxy, Thay
argue that this pericd of orthoduy proiuced such men as Johanm Gerhoxd,
the great dogmatician, who was also a veaceful and a pious man, Then there

were John Arndt and Christian Scriver who have written some of the bash

2“&-, Pe 14,
5&1&., p& ld’.
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devotional books in the Iutheran Church; and Faul Gerhard and others who
wrote some of our best hymns, ALL of thesc lived during the perdcd of
orghodozy .,

The conditions in England at the beginning of the eightcenth csnbuxy
were just as bad as thoss in Germeny ab ths end of the sevenicemth cenbtury.
It was an age of irreligion and libextinism, Swearding end cursing were
guite vrovalent, Vorse than thet was the practically universal passion
for gawbling which wae then al its pesk, Drunkenness was very comion, not
only among the lower clasces, bubt among every eiass of socisty, Gin wes
the comcon drink and it threatened to change the character of the nation,
The Foglishy naturally a kindiy race, were rapidly becoming orusl under the
infliuence of gin drinking, Criwe comtimued %o increase although thers wors
szvage laws, COrimes of violence predominated and hi::mn life was cheap S0
that thore were no less than one hundred and sixty offenses punisheble by
hanging,

Gorditions in tho church were not rmch better, The bishops were sadly
ous of touch with their people;, Thoy never mixed with the people, soldom
preached before popular assemblies, and associated almost exclusively with
the upper clasces, with the men of lotiers and learming. ' They had no time
for the lower classes, never troubled themselves with any plans for improving
the condition of the people; nor did they try to get the unchurched hoxdes
to cce to church and hoar the seving Gospels

The lesser clergy followed the episcopal lsad, Religzion wos rerve-
sented a5 essentially ratiomal. Christianity was justified on prudential
grounds, Honesty was the best policy. Christianity paid good dividends
in this world and in the next, There was alsc a universal hatred of
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enthusisgn vhich was partly due o a reaction from Puritenismng’

Into this period snd these conditions came Johm Wosley, The year 1759
vay the beginning of the great revivel, By this time Wosley hzd found a
new relipgion of love; a reliigion in shary comtrast Lo tho lifeless, formal
religion of the time, and this beeawe the ruling purposs of the grezt
revivel; Yo tell others aboud this new love of Qod ard of 2il rankind that
he hed newly rediscovered,

Early Methodlss was an evangelical revival, The sole aim of Methodism,
said John Wesley, was "to spread scriptural holiness over the land.® To
his helpors he said, #"You have mcthing to do bub 4o save souls: Therefors,
suond end be spent in this work and go always not oniy to those vho wand
you, but to those that wenbt you mrue'!‘-.""é

“John €. Bowmer, The Sscrement of the Loxd!s Supper in Focly Methodism

- g .

{anl'an: Unwin Brothers L’bﬁ.; 1951’ NeCs y De 1875




CHAPTER II
FIETISM
Dofinition

Just what constitutes Pletism is still a matter of dispute and will
Frobably alvays vemajn so, The term is used in a narvow and in a broad
sense. Sometimes it is applied %0 specific historical mcvements, at other
times to all those tendencics which exalt feeling in religicn and its
jracticel phuce to tho deprsciaticn of its inbellesctuzl combtent and its
exgrassion in ccclesiesticism, But differences of opinion ariss when ths
navrow gonse of the texm alone is meand, This is duc to z thres-fold
causc: (1) The lack of auy official promcuncements upon its doctrins and
wractice; (%) the differences in Pietism itseif at varicus stsges of its
development; and (%) the subjectivism which sach writer brinzs to beor
upon the subject.l

Under the general term Fictism, McGiffert trests German Pictism,
English Evangeliealism, and the New Epgland Theology. Ieoofs contends that
it is an international phenomenon., Troeltsch applies the oomion designation
npietism® to all modern mcvements #nd sects which emphesize a persopal
religicus expericnece and which generzlly go under the pame Fevangelical.
He even refers to Msthodism as a wave of Pletism; although be, with Mirbt,
Gruenberg, and others, also limits the term historically to that movement
which is ogsentially Gewman and Probestant, Goeneralizations can only

Lactiur Wiiford Nagler, Pletionm and sm (Nashville, Temm.s
Publishing House M. E. Churoh, South, 0.1918), Fe 1l,
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roughly apgroximate the truth; but if a genersl term is ssught to inelude
all the religions revivals of the seventsonth and eightesnth centuries;
Fietlsm may serve as well az oxy. Even the woerd Hasidiewm, literslly
translated, means Pletism; and the Reman Catholic Chureh hed ite own form
of Fietism in the Jansenist and Quietist propagandss, A reform wave undexr
Tlecl and Liguori deoply aficcied Italy., Bven Scain reported ecclcsiastical
yu.r:i.f;?.t:e:bion.a j

A artiele in the Thsological Quarterly defines Pictica as Fa sanitary
movenent, as an effort to cure the Cowrsh of certain ailwents which not
only iwpaired its weli-being, but cndangered the very lifs of the body
ccclesiapbic.® Prout, in hig. article on Spensr and the Theology of Pietisn,
dofines Plebism as "a perponel raligion of tha heart.n

In this tuhesis tho term "Pictism! will be used in its narrower sense
to yreserve its strict historical import and will bz confined 4o thad
roaction ..ga.inat- the orthodoxy of the Iutheran Churech which is generally
cornected with the work of Spener and his couddlrt.or.s. The nature of that
work has been variwusly esbimated, - Some contend that Pieti=m t.ra.s ncthing
umore than en attempted: "Colvinising® of tho Lutheran Church Ly the imbro-
duction of & spirit of memkish plety.’ oOur imtorest lies with the form
woich that seal took in ths Imtheran Chureh in ths latier parbt of Lhe soven-
tecoth ond the first part of the eightsenth century; commonly callsd the
Pietisn of Spencr and of Halle,

L1pid., p. 12,
S1bid., p. 12,
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In Holland, in the luto scvemtecnth cenbury inm the midst of all the
digputation over the problem of Church and State in comnection with the
qusesticn, SShould the Sinte enforce religicus uniformity??, s refoma nove-
mont, lnown as Fietlsn, arose vhich influenced subsequent rsiigiocus
higtory, Plotisw thus aross aoeng the dispubing Calvinisie in Folland
where gtirring political svenis and dangers had intensifisd religious
exeibement, and was carried to the German statss by young ministers who
siudied in Hollend in vhe thon fanous Dubch Universitics, Glebert Voot was
one of those younz ministers who carried Fietisu into the German states,
He was an influentinl Fletist who strove for greatar religicus pioty,
oprosed reiigious formeliism and indifference; and sought a personal
religivus faith, A pupll of Voel, Jodocus van Iodenstein, has bson called
the firet Pletist, for with him Pietisw became o dizbinot religious move-
ment oppoged to formalisn and religious indifferencs,

jutheraniom of this period had = stronger wnity then the Calvinists
in Holland, end congequently Fietise remainsd within the Church, Flstists
did not szygue and thus they stayed within their communion despite ths
heosoility arcused by their procedure, The Fistism which was thus developed
was largely conbempletive similar to Jecob Bochmels rmyshicism and S,
Bernexdls ascebism.

Although it hed ite pracureors in such figures as the mysties, Jacoh
Bochmo and Valentin Weigel, or in moralistic theologians like Jobaunos
Arndt wxl Balthager Schupiius, the Pietist movement as an organized nani-
feotation of German rsligious life may Do said o hzve begun with the

PRITZLAYF MEMORIAL LIBRARY
' CONCORDIA SIzNARY
_ 8T. LOUIS, MO,

)
e - e
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publication by Fhilip Jacob Speper of his Pia Desideris oder Vahren

N et W W

avangelischen Kizhs in 1675,

Although most poopla hold that Fietism in gereral wag = good and o
necesgexy movement, therc are scme whe will not admit that it m.:-s really
a esuvative process, but hold that 4t vap itseif a disease, & noab
ingidious walody. They claim thot Pletilsnm was a reactiom against ortho-
doxy iteelf, ivs theoxy ond practice; and that its aim was to moks doctrine
of secondexry apd life of yriwmary importance in the Church, And thic they
cininm vas one feature of this losidicus maledy, a melady go fesrfnily
destructive that when Plotlsn had run iks courss, the days of orthodox
Iatherenism were over and past, and raticnalism sat entheoned in the high
gsoah of pictistic theclomy, the university of Halle,

Thoso who say that Pletlem wes a good and o necessary movement say
that that .a:l'ci.ch brought, about the radical change lay in the noture of
Pighian itsolf, which over against the dominant ecclssiasticsl doctrine
exkibited the worth and power of o liwing, personel, anrd practical
Christilunity, The encrgebic sesldng of cunversion, zs well ss - general
gozl for frultfulnees in good works, begat an activity which, as soon aa
it was directed towards the non-Christian world, could not but assume the
tendency to sock the conguest of the world for Chrish. Tb is true, irdeed,
that mich narrcw-mindednsge clung to Plebiem; and thel, this in meny ways
impeived the freshnegas and the porulsrity of its Christisndty; but notwitbh-
standing that narrownssm, 28 soon as 1t allowed iiself to be impregneted
by missicmary ideas, thore ¢ame to it a width of horizon by which 1%
oxcelled all its advergaries. While derided as ugonventicle Christianity®,
it embrzced the whole world with its loving thoughta, and these loving
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thoughts it translated into works of love, which oought to render help
alike to the misery of the heathon and to thei within Christendem, so
that in spite of lis "fleeing from the world®, it bscame a world-
conguering power,

Spencr based the justification of his effcrts for reftrm cn the plea
that the Reformation hed not been completed; that many evils had counse-
quently crept imto the Church; that the emphasis had been placed too rush
upon purity of doctrine and not sufficiently upon purity of life; which
bhad led many people who were living in conselous sin to depend uvion the
meriis of Chriat for salvetion, Ris work can thms be understoed only upon
the backpround of the ILutheran orthedoxy of the ssventeenth century in
conmection with the social, economic, and political conditions of the times,
Fietism thus sprang out of the religious needs of the people, which in turn
were intensified by the sceial, economic, cnd political conditions of the

agee
1eading Ixponents in the Rise of Piatism

The moct prominent rromotor of Pletism in the Luthoran Church was
Philig Jacob Spener, whose plastic nature, wide sympathies, and power of
assimilation specially fitted him for the task: He waz born in Uppar
Alsace on Janvary 15, 1685, He died Februsxy 5, 1705,

Spenor became the Lutheren pastor in Frankfort and there ho became
arouged by the low religious and moral tone of ths city. He undexrtook to
raise it by making his preaching more directly practical, by isying
emphasis upon life rzther than docirine, by muitiplying his rastoral labours,
and particuiarly by holding meetings in his own house for the devotiomal
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study of the Bible, and for prayor and edificatiom, A marked feature of
his preaching was his strong eschatological emphasis, He belicved that
the last times wore at hand; and that the return of Christ and the
ostablishment of the Messianic Kingdom would take placs inm the nsar
future,* This gave to much of his work an emthusiastic and somewhab
feverish character not unlike that which marked the primikive days of ths
Christien Chnrch,

Spener felt that the Protestant Reformaticon had not comiloted its
work, that the purificetion of doctrine neoded to be followed by the
sanctification of 1life, It is clear that the controlling interesht through-
cut was not religious, as with Imther; but moral, Mot e man's relation to
God was tho imporbant thing, but his character and corﬂuc‘!‘.-.s

Arourd 1870, Syener instituted religicus reetings in hig homs for
instruction and yrayer., This conventicle subseouently developed imto the
movemont called Pictiasm, The immediate cause of these religicus meetings
in Spener's home, the soclsotics of plety (coliezia pietatis), was tha
religious indiffercnce and dogmatisn of the sta.t;za-q « Real spirituslity
wes absent and Spener undertook the task of restoring spirituality %o the
iife of his congregation, Spener's preaching, as we said above; vasg
oractical and stressed life rathexr than ponterporary doctrina, The mest-
ings in his home suproried his preachings for a devotional study of the
Bibie, prayer, end religious edification were scught after in these

4artinr Cushman MoGiffert, Protestant Thought Before Kant (New Yorks
Charles Scribner's Som, 1922), p. 156,

STbid., p. 159,

7



conventicles,

The primary object of the Piotisis, therefore; was %o infuse a
fresh spivit of religious ferveur, and to bring into use forms
of faith and worship belicr calculated to satisfy the oraving
for Imnorlichkelt (depth of soul) in devotion and the desive to
face the profounder questions which gather round religion.”

Fletien is not o complete rotwrn to the original Iutheran position, but

it is a return to the religion of inser experisnce vhieh occurs from time
e i,

to time in the hisbory of the Christian Church,

In 1575 Spensr wrote o preface to an editicn of Armdits scxmons,
which was issued zeporately a fow mounths later under the title of Pia
Dogiderin, and wap reed very widely, With its jublication Spencr sprang
a% oncs into prominence, awd his influsnce began to be felt thwoughout ths
couniry, This publication of Suencr s Pla Desiderda in 1875 with its
attack on the conbemporary Iatheran Church and a reform platform, was the
official lounching of a xew religious movement., The book is im two paris,
end Spener, in truec debate style, in the first part portrays the evil
conditions of the dey-—religious indiffersnse, sbsorciicon in scholsstic
theology, and the wide provalence of iamorslity—snd maintains the possi-
bility of better things, In the second part Spener gois forth the msthods
te be employed in effecting o reformation, This ssecond pord cumtains
what may be called the program of the pietistic moverent, This prigram or
platform consists of five rocamwendations,

. Besides soxmons, Spensr reccumerds, as his first recommendation,
du.iiy Bible reading in the families; public curscry rsading of ihc Bible
wiih brief summariep; religicus mectings for mutuel edificaticn, where the

844113an Gardwell Prout, "Spener and the Theology of Pietism,! Ths
Journal of Biblo and rion, XV (Jamoary, 1347), <8,
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laymen of the congregation might give ubbormnce te¢ their thovghis on
spizitual moticr:; propose quesblons on-texbe from'ths Scripbures to be
angwored by the preschers or move advanced leymens the whols belng under
the monagemont and suservision of tho collsd ministers, But theso con—
ferencee were nob in Sponerts miml-af. mezbings of ths entive oungregations,
Yot the word of God itsell and its wse, but the modec and methods of its
use and applicatvion, and chief amonz them a mezsure mot designed for the
onbise congregations or for those members who were most in need of -

spivitusl insiruction, bul for o selcet; ndvanced element within the con-

gregotion, an ecclesiols in giclesin, were even in ihig .f:i.'rst raoom.endn—~
ticn forsmest in Sgener's mind as he comtsnyinbed a reformeticn of the
churgh, And thus we ure here agein confronted by that entimsisstia,
fanscical Lrait in Spever's theology, tho spirit of those who ssek to build
and spiritually bensfit ‘r.ﬁrz church not simply by the word, in whalecver
poaner employed, nor chiefly by its public yreaching through the Clwistian
minigtyy institubted Iy the Head of the chuech, but by self-conizived
meaguves and methods like the golicgis nictatis introduced by Spensr and
Indtoted by the pishists of his folloving, .

The second recoasmendstion is the extablishment and diligen! exsrdise
of the srirituel priesthood, according to which it is cvery Chrlistianis duty
not ondy to offer up himpelf and what is in him, Dreyex; thankegiving, good
works, alms, cbo,, but elsc sedulously Ho study the word of the Lord; to
teach, admomish, ccivert, und edify others, especislly those of his ovn
house, according to the grace given unto himjy to observe their life; to yray
for all of them and take thought for their saivation according to his ability.
Again Spener's tendency toward singling out tho selsct few aszerts itself,
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The third recomuendation is diligently to ioouicate the truth that
Ghristia_.nity docs not ¢omsist in lncwing but in doing, Spener might have
said that it is not a historical kncwledge of credenda, but true and living
faith, which makes a Christiagn, But this is not what he says or means to
say. VYhat he would inculcate is nov faith, but love, PEspecially,™ he
says, "owr deur Savior hus repcatedly comvended love as the true crdterion
of discipleship,n? '

The fourth recammendation echcerns the proper conduct in r;'-.tligim:s
comtroversies. He, conbends, fivst, thet not all mamer of dispusation is
bencficialy but that only which is free from carmsl affections; and,
secondly, that tiis;ﬂtation,.. algo if rightly carried on, is nct the only wey
4 earieloF il the  Buhby

The £ifth re;:omondation ‘concerns the education of rreachsrs in schoocls
and universgities, Here Smné' sayss 'We are sc constituted that ly example
a, miioh Aa afCarted dn, 1ia we B dottrtng Lbaatty uad Sosebiues ‘even moreint
For Spensr, our exemplo is to him of equal importance with Godis doctrins,
or oven more efficscious than doctrine -i'hse'.ii‘. Spener closcs his recom-
moniations for a betier nministyy with the insistence that preaching should
be simple and practioal,

Much of what Spenor seid in his Pla Deésideria was eminently pertinent
and timely, evineing a deep concern for the welfare of the church, But in
Justice to the emurch of thoso days 'l;wo things mst not be concealed. Tha
first is that Spensr hes unduly exaggerated when he mede such statemerits
ag thet the "spiritusl egtate", the minisiry; was #totzlly depraved® in

ToThe Malum Plotistioun in Spsnex's 'Pia Desidoria’,” Theological
Quarterly, I (July, 1887), R87.

erid.., p. 292,
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his day, This was not true, Spener himself being in evidense to the con-
trary together with hundreds of worthy ministers among his contemporardes,
who with alli feithfuwinesc pexrformed thuir ministerial duties, In ths second
place wo must bear in mind thet what Speonsr laid to the burden of the
chw-ch was nm'. said or mderstocd as with reference Lo congregaiions as we
have them in Amerdica today, bub with rsference to the extire popmlations
of cities and country districits, to sceisty at large, every member of which
was in thoss days looked upon as in eonnection with the porish within the
territoxy in which he or ghe rosided; end under the spiritual care of the
pactor or pastore oi such territory or parish. What would the record of :
cur ¢ity congregations be if the roligions life of the.emtire wards within
which their churches are iccated wers to be made the siandard vhershy to
estimate the spiritual stabe of the congregationg worshiping in those
chircnes? Thad after the rawvages of the Thirty Years! War, when millions
nod been born and had grown into manhood and womenhood without ever having
imown whal peace is, when wide terriferics had boen econcmically and
scelally and sceleginsticaliy devastuted——nol -onse; but repsatediy, nst
for momthe, but for years and decades of ycevs—-there shouid =iiil be a
Intheran Croeh ministered to by thousands of orthodox preackers wes itself
a testimonial of the poverful hold which ihs Gospel of Chriszt had cbizined
upon Hhe masses of the pzople in eaxlier days of greater prosperity, And
besides, those vory yeavs end decades of incessant warfare with its umboid
miseries had yielded a harvest of theological produce =o rich and mltiform,
that the age of Pletism can in no wise ofiexr an equivalenty Piotistie
theology has nothing to boast of which will outweiglr such works as those

“Tbid., p. 289.
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of iLeyser; Gerhavd, Quenstedt, Balduin, Calov, Huelscmann, Helsner,
8. Seimid, Danmbouer, ani others; scme of whom ked been Spenerie teachors
in theology. '

Bub Speper had ylelded to other influences, Ho had beon at Basel
and ch;.f&‘m, and that climate had impaired his theological health, Ina
letier written from Geneva he praisss th: crganization of the Heformed
chireh, and Iobadie so impressed hiwm that be transisted The mawmucl de
priere of that entbusizst inko German, Here his distaste for religious
controversics and his inelinztion Loward new measuros wore cugendered,
Spener, it muat be sald, was nob thoroughly and cunsistently loyal to the
athercn Ciureh, Though he was neb conseious of having in any peoind of
doeirine devisted from ¢he Intheran Syubols, and for himsolf would con-
tims to recelve and maintsin them bécouse they arc in harmony with the
word of God, he would nct ccml&lmn the pr:s.ctic'e of peraliting a subscription
of the Confeszions o far as’ thoy agreed with the divine word, He ocould
never be prevailed wpon bo rorudisto such writdngs as those of the wayward
shosmaler, Jacob Bochme, the ranbing chiliast Petersen, and other fanatics
of like or sinilar giripe; and the ditier enesy of all crihodoxy snd
pansgyvist of the herstics of all ages, Gotilried Mmold, was his "deay
brother Y yhilie ke has mot a word of cospluint for the fanatieal,
rationalistic, and gynerctistic lewven which had been or was béing smug-
gled into the Imtheren Church, he speaks of the asedfulness of a reforma-~
tion in the Imtheysn ministry and cosplaing loudly of the undue weight
1244 upon religlous coatroversics and of the theological subtloties which

10m14., p. 291,



16
bs mets down ap “woody hey, mnd stubble? builit upon the fundament of
faith L
But i% ie not by chance that the father of Pletism should lapd apd

recommend another perversion of Christianity, Plotism is also & spooies
of sellighness; though not in the marmer sxnd dsgroe of that isolated piety
of the reclvse shaped altor the model of Thomas 2 Kempis, The pistist
looked about for those vwhe, like h:iﬁseli‘, arplred o a more exguisite form
of godlinsss thon that abbained By the crowd, the comen Crwristian living
on the comson frve of the corgregation sz offered forth in the sermems of

blic worchip by the owmnon preacharus he cvawed for sdificatiocn of &
more congenial. stemp, besring the dmyaint of an geclesioln, the enjoyment
¢f vhich wop an advanbage and preregative of a spiritual nobility of
whleh we have found various indicetions in the Fian Desideriz. The animus
of the Fletist wes nobt zo much te draw and elevabs the masses of Christians
to his ova superlox level or vhat he considered such, but rather %o ome
cut of the throng and withdrew with the peeforved fow Lo tns ivivacy and
ssoluaion of the collegivwm pictatds with ite peculiar melhods and means of
spivitual sdveccemesnt apd enjoymenty FPlotism is here again what it is
above, eathusiaem;, substibuting pietyy and not & sound, wholescme, God-
given, bul an unsiund; sslf-ade ploty; for the word and sacramente, the
meens of grace entrusted %¢ the chureh at large and %o every local cob-
gregatdon fox the gonverslon of simnevs, the upbuliding of m church, and
the edification of zll 1its membera, And thug the progress from Pietlan to
Rationziism wes but a shifbting fron ome form of enthusiosm to another;
from emotional to intelleotual embimziasm, It was not ab &1l by chance

Vmid,, p. 291,
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that the same orbhodox Iocachor who had written the Tinctheus Verims
ogeinst Flatism showld bhave to raise his warning voics egainst tho theclo-
gizing philosoply of Leibnits and Wolff in his papers entdilzd, Suo
ruitis?, "hither are ye rushing,! and thit; what hed been the chdef
stronghold of Fielism, Halle, should bo twrned imbo the f:’.r:;;t atronghold
of rationalistic thoology in Gevmanys
Spener was the propheob, the father-gonfessor; of ths Pletistic move-
ment, but he locked those queliilties which VWesley pocicsszd in & pre-eminent
dcgree—~onergy, agsrossivencss, and adninistrative talsnt, Thoss Gefici-
encice in Spenorts characher found extroordinery ecgpressiocn in tiw
peraonaiity of Franchke: Spener and Francke fogebher were to Plotiam what
Wesley wer o Methodismg :

Hext to Spener, Francle was the ehisf reprecemtative of the Pistist
novenent, which, notwithstanding ali. its onc-sidednesses first mmiened
withdn and bgyond the Imthoren Ghwech the fresh spiritual 1ife, which be-
cwsa the mother-weab of ¢ true missionary vitalily., As the founder of tho
crphinage &b Halle, Frencke anjoyed a raoputation far beyond Gemiangy, snd
oxercised & wvest influercs upon the living Christians of his time, Francie
wee also a most gifted teucher, In thoze whe oame in.nsar gonitect with him
hs gtirred a spivit of sbsolute devoticn tc divine service, such as he hin-
geif possescsd in highest Nozsurs a;id woish mods thom ready Yo go syywhsre
whore there wue need of them,

Reacting to the stendardized, scholastic theology develarsd by ths
inbheran orthodoxy of the sixbeenth aud seventeenth contwrics, Pietism
developed a religicn which stressed the nsed of entimsissm, which arcuged -
the emotions rather than the imtellect, and which deperded mors on imtuiticn
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than on tho rational scnse, "Qur aim," said Francke, "must be not to build
up geientia but rother to arouse the congcientin."l? Piotists emphasized
enthusiacm in proyer, enthusiasm in gexvice, onthusiusm in all the relations
both of God and man and of mon and man., The language of their sermons and
bonilics vas full of words and exprepsions which aimed to arcuse the imagina-
tion and feclings of their heanrers or roaders. "Just as a drunkard beccmes
full of wine, so must the corgregsticn becums £illed with spirit,;" declared
Theophiiug Grossgebauner, !"The scimons must be delivered with the mosh
ardent zeal, The words xmst be fire and flames,." This zeal, this inflared
oenthusizsm, moreover; must be kept constanily ai a high pitch of excitement,

Just as a Lfire gocs ocut when 1t is not conbimually fed, just as

hot wator cools if it is not standing on fire, jJust as the clock

remeing still if it is nob wound; so our spirite too, svon ?

though once made warm by Ged, inflamed and seb goling, yet must

alwayo and deily be inflamed anew,tdd

Strzes on fesling and on a nmore inward expsrience of religicus ssuti-
ment went hand in hand with a strong doubt, and even disparagemsnt, of the
powers of human reason, ¥Feeling, intuition, and revelaticm, all were
necessary because humon reason in itself is insufficient and impckent to
fathom the deesper underlying problems of uman destiny. MWith mere instru-
nents of reason,” decﬁed Bogatsky, "we cannct meet the powers of darkmess
and wibelief, They arc mere straw tools."® This supreme irraticnalism
is fully developed in the an:ﬁonsreligion of Zinzendorf. iHe who
wishos t0 ecmprohend God with his mind,® wrote Zinzendorf, "becoomss an

mlfnppel S. Pinson, "Pigilsm--A Source of German Nationalism,Y
Christandom A Quarterly Review, I (Winter, 1958), 271,

51pid., p. 272,
H1hid., p. 272,




19
atbelst,™¥ These tendencios—the exalitation of enthusiasm, fecling; and
intonsity of ewotionsl response, end the growing terdency to turz awey from
reagon ae the gulding rrincivle of exisbence—yermeate Gexmanr iife and
thovght during the eighteonth cenmtuxy,. . The irretionslism cnd anti-
intelicotuellam srread by Pictism and the other tendency of Pictism, the
stressing of entlmusiasm,; ones poursd forth in their prayers and sermons,

Results

Pletiam, first guve expression to the novel idea of individuaiism,
Tutheran orthedoxy of. the posb-Refoumation period crushed in the well of
individualisn which had been cpensd up by Iuthsr, It came to be most
hostile to all expressions of individuslity and freedom, The Syrbolical
Books ware get up ag the finsl and indubitable auﬂiori"aies'. Hauention and
socicty baocamo rigidly mechanised, (Agzinst this mechanizetion ths I’i;atist
novement reacted, atlexpling to free man from tho dogmetic burden and durn
hin toward his Lmmer solf. Plebism reaffirmed emphoticslly the Protestaut
'bezui.ency that the individual, reloased from 21l exbernal means of salva-
tion and from being bound by a fimm church orgapization, should Tind bhis
pargonal relationship to God in his owm self, Pictizm broke Gown the
rigid distincticns between the Q‘i@aﬂy and lay clmsses, Fach individual,
even s lsymen, cculd come inte direct and irmediate relutionsbiy with
God. Not only the clergy, bub all Christiazns without distinsticn of old
or young, man or woman; slave or freeman, were spiritual. rriests,

Becougse of the enthupizstic trait of Plebism, it looked aboul for

157pid,, p. 272.
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substitutes for that by whish alone God has promised to work whatever His
pouver and grace would bring about in the heexls of men towaxrd tTheir salve-
tion, the word of Ged. Aml thus it was not by accldent that the Pististic
movement has led to a multitude of fanatical exdesnas, not 4 texded, of v
course, Uy Spener and othey leaders, but naturally growing as fansticel
fruite from en enthusisstic tres,

From Froncke's time omerd, missions wore no longer regardad merely

a2s a duty of cclonial govermmenta; but as a concern of believing Christendem,

2]

2% individusl voluntaryism (freewillinghcod) was involved in them, and
that this voluntaryism was nade acltive in furnishing means for their support.
The noyrovmess of Pistism was & gafeguerd against the medizeval exror
of externol conversions in masses; it led evangslioal missions back %o
apostolic lines, ond bred them to a healihy Christian development oub of

nerrevness into breadih.
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CHAPTER III
METHODISM
De:f.‘ini‘bion

The pome of "Methodists¥ was given t;'; & 1itile group of friends a:iz
Gxford before John Wegley caise theves A young gentleman of _G.‘,xr:-.st Chureh,
struck with the exzel regulerity of their lives and studies, said;, "Hore
ie & mew cect of Methodisks sprung up.! The name MMethodisto was guaing,
snd uot inapjropriate, The merbers of the Lltlis Sooiety were soon knowm
by it througheut the Universily. The title vas nob mew. It was used to
deseribe an ;:aniant gchool of lskjrsieizu__xs who toought that all disecases ;
might be cured by a ppecific mathod of diet and exercise. In 1859, there
is & reference in a seimon preached alb Tambeth to "plain packstaff Metho-

ists, " whoe degpised all xhotoerdic, " Aboul Torby years before it found its
most fawous application when it wse given o DIv. Williams and other Nom-
confozmist divines to descrlibe theix views on the method of mants
Justification befors God, Misthodist! was ot the only rame given to
thie Society at Oxford; The Reforming Club, the Geodly Gluh, the Holy _

v’
Club, Secramenbarians,; Bible Moths, Supererogation Men; and Entimsiasts

were 21l in use; John Voslqy wes called tha Curator; or Fathor of the
Holy Gl:uhil _

In this thesis the temn "Moethodisn® will sorve as the designation of
that veligicus revivai in Bnglond which justly ¢lains John Vesley =s its

founder and which eventually developsd into a separate Church,

Lychn Felfard, The Life of Jobn Weslgy (New York: Zaton & Maing, 12.0.),
Pite 98 £, %
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Background

The ruling purpose of the greal resvival was that tho lifeless formal
raligion of the time was o sed contrast to that relizion of love, the love
of God and all mankind, which John and Charlcs Vesley had found,

Thao year that saw the dawm of the Revival was 1739, Oiford Hethodlsm
gave its name to the new movement, bubt it knew little sbout the righteous-
ness of faith wiloh the friemds of the Society had ot last abtained, For
Uxford lethodism had no such messege to deliver, ond without such a message
thero could have been no revival,

England was in a terrible comditicn when Methodism eppeared. It was
an unbappy age of irreligion and libartinism; There was a coarseness of
tengues But more sericus than the prevailing coarscness of tons wes the
well-nigh universal passion for gmvbling which hed reached its height =
during this opochs Agein, there has perhaps boen no perioed in English
hipbory when drunkepness was so cf.m'm'.on in every class of sceiety. The
rapid increase in gin drinking was & fact of the greatest importande in
the history of the cenbury. Gin drinking threatened to change the character
of the nation, The English are mtural]y a idndly race; bubt under the
influence of gin drinking they were rapidly becoming cruel.

Throvgh this period erime contimmed to increase in gzite of savage
lawg, OCrimes of violence predomingted. Beither the eriminal nor thb
oriminel code had any respsct for the sanctity of humen life; In those
days, there were no less than one hundred and sixty offenses which were
explated on the gailows,

The bishops as a whole were sadly out of touch with the problems of
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their age. Thoy never mixed with the people, scldom preached before
populaxr asgemblies, and &ssociated almost exelusively with the upper
clesses; with the men of letters and learning. From time 4o time they
emerged from their palaces to conduct a coramonial conflrmation towrs
But they never troubled themselves. with any rlans for improving ths con-
dition of the peopie; or tried to establish conbact with the neglscted
hordes who nover ceme inside a clurch,

The leszer clergy followed the eplscopal lead. Religion wns rerre-
sented o5 essentially rational, Christianity was justified on prudembial
grounde, Honesty was the best policy, Christianity paid good dividends
both in this world and in the next. There was e universal hatred of
Yenthugiasn! vhich was yaritly dus to a reaction from Puritanism, In
Wapleyts time it was always used in & hostile sense s&& & misconceit of
ingpivation; that is, as a false ¢laim to be inspired, The enthusiast was
2 man who rejected tradition awd the authority of the Clurch, and who
clzimed 1o be the chamel for divindly-inscived messages. Enthusiasn was
often assooiated with loose morals and indifference to the conventional
standards of society, It is therefors easy to understand Wesley's indigna-
‘ticn on bolng accused of enthusiasm.

R. Knox in his book FEavhusisem" says that at 'bﬂ:!.s time the stage was
badly set for cmbbusiasm, implying, of course, that Wesley was an .
entimsiast, The Fromch preachers hsd made mo good name for themselves,
and they were stlll sctive vhen Methodism began. The Moravians, quite
reascnably comscted with Wesley in the public mind, were scon to be the
talk of the town through Zinsendorf's eccentricities, Then Wesley's
preaching begins, and what the world hears (for the world only hoars what
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is of news-valus) is that tho sudience on such cccasions is apt to £2ll
down im a £it and lie scremming on the ground; it heurs of George Bell,
With a positivensss ocxceeding thot of the Cemisards themselvez, cnmouncing
the exaet day of ths ensuing ponth on which the world will come to sa
end, and being tronted W many of his fellow Methodlsts as an oracle.

It may be the fate of any enthsiastic movement vo. produce o dig-
concerbing backieshs Thoss religicus people who rszot sgainst it £ind
thensolves in alliance with the world; snd £rom rubbing shoulders with
vhe world offen acquire s cheracter of woridliness.

Hothodism had, in reality, two distinet ensmies, On one side was the
world, On the other gide you have the clergy of Wosleyls day; many of
them, refusing him the use Qf't.hair julpits; somebimes, with rueh less
exeuse, denying ccmmunion to his adberenis, Fregquently, the nobe which
abtucked Wesley or his lloutensmbs h;.'.d besn given a piain hint from the
rulpdt that their cat-calls would be doing God services

Those persocuticns deanded of the early Methodists ell the Cirmness
of eonfessora; The ill-rishers who set on the pross-gangs, not onge: bub
often; to round up the lay preachsrs ag baving no visibie means of sub-
sivtence; the bus_;rbuui-szs whe put it .aboub er_mz'ywhere that Wesioy was in
langue with the Pretemder, can exgpect mo genble verdict frum posterity.
Throughout this period thore was a great deal of meb viclence and bearing
of false witness, j -

¥any years before Wesley opened his campalgn, mow life had been
brought intc the Church of England by the "Religious Scoieties.” Wealgy
no doubt hoped that the Methodist Gocieties would be equally successful
in reviving the spirit of religion within the Church of Englend.
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Weslsy decrly loved the Church of Englend, and when he varied
frcm her at all in praciice--in rioctrine, he never knowingly

varied from her—it wos beceuse he thought he was justified in
8o doing by the customs of primitive times.®

Izading Exponents in the Riss of Methodizm

John Wesley, the founder of Methodigm, wes born-at Epworth Farsonage
on Juns 17, 1705, He was the £ifteenth of nincteen children, His perenmts
wers Sammel and Susenns Wesloy, He was cescended from a long lins of.
Tngiish genbry and clergymen, The highest education and ths best breeding
bad baon enjoyed by both sides of the house for many generations,

The Wesleys wers familiar with poverty. Mrs. Wesley's first care
" was b0 teach her children obedlence. Religicus training began us eurly
as poscible, Mes. Weslcy horself teaching the children as scon as they
vers five yeors cld, Such was the effect of the raligiountra.inité on
Jobn that his fathor adeitted him to the Commmnion when he wss only eight
yeurs old,S On Februsry ¢, -17'09, vhen John was only five and a helf years
old, he was miraculously saved when fire burned the Rectory.

Cn Japuexy £8, 1714; Wesley was nominated on the foundation of Gharter-
house and that wes the school he atbended, After tiat he was elected to
Christ Church, which he entered on June 2¢, 1720, Tihus Vesley entered
Oxford University in June, 1720, e week after his sovemteenth birthday,
and gpemt his undorgraduate days ab Christ Church, Wesley's hoalth during
his first years at aollege was far from vigorous, He was also apparently

3§,mo1d Iunn, John Wosley (Binghamptom, H. Y.: Vail-Ballou Fress, Inc.,
¢.1923), P. 171,

Srolford, op. cit., p. 20.
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in a chronic shtate of financisl. anmbarrassment, .

Wealoy was ordedined deacon in Chwrist GI"'.drch Cathedral on Sunday,
Septenber 19, 1725, Wy Dr. Foiter, thon Bishop of Oxford, who =lsc admitted
him to pricotic orders in the same place on Sepbeubur 22, 1728, Cn
Mazen 17, 1786, Woeloy wes wanimeusly slected Follow of Lineclin College
and was wdmitted March 28, Ee took his Mushor of Avis degrec on
Februaxy 14, 'i'h".‘.'? From Angust 4, 1727, till November 1729 he acited as
his father's curate, helping minly at Wreote, Wesley's work ab Wroote
hac nob mvch dmmediate fruit, YU is ineluded in his description,

From the year 1785 to 1728 T pre=ched much, but sew no frulb

uf my labor, Indeed, it oowld not be 'h!u.t I .should; for I

tcither laid the .fmmdat...un of repentance, nor of helienng

;.hﬁ Gospel; tuking it for gxe anted thet al" to vhom I prea
rore bolievers, and that momy of them needed no repemtanca.

Joon Wesley's J."t.fe ot Wroocte was the only eoxperience ha had as an English
varisgh clergyman, ’

seley retwned to Oxfard on Nowembeor 22, 1722, to becoms the head
of fhe Mebhodist movement in the Undversity, This littlc Scelety was made
up of four mombere, two of whom of course vere Johm and maax:lﬁs Wiesley.
The oihsr two nexbers were William lowgan and Roberd Kirkhen, The Gxdord
Mothodists caxafully sosught to order theixr lives, Thoy studled to co the
w1l of Ged in a1l thinmge, ko pray with fervour, to use ejacuisticns or
hourly prsyers £ox hualiity, faith, hope, love, end the particuiar wirtue
they sol thenselves %o geok eanch doy. Up to the ...4th of Avgust, 1750, they
had ouietdy pursued their studios and their devotional cxercises, doing all
the good that lay in their pover, Afher that day they enbored upon that

“bid., p. 55
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work of charity which was to bear sush blossed fruit, Mr. Morgan led the
vway, They visited and taught bthe priscnsrs in the Castle, Then they
started visiting the sick, They resclved to spend an hour or two a wesk
in looking after the sick; provided thet the minigter of the parich in
witich any of these liwed chould not be opposed to it,

On Octcber .'r‘.*:l, 1765, John and Charles Weslcy sailed for Georgia. John
Wasicy's motdves in accepiing this mission were a sincers desire to work
out his oum salvation and a looging to prezch Christ to the Indians, After
a briel time of greaching at Frederica with no guccess, Wesloy'!s labore wers
coniined $o Savannah, He had legs prospect than ever of rpreaching to the
Iodians, for which purponc aloms he had gonme to Americas Up to the - time
when Wesley repelled Mrs. Villiamson frum the Communion he had worksd in
Sovannch with great sueccess, Bub all was changed by this faithiul sxercise
of discipline, ' He was brought before a geand jury and vhon it became olear
that he would not be allovwed to Justify himself, Weslsy left for England,
That was on Decauber r’, 1757 i |

After arriving in England, he camht his firvst glimpse of English’
iife after his absence in fzerica, and of the nced for a great. rovival of
true religion in his native land. He now met and bscems acquainted with

_Petber Bililer and other Moravians from Herrmbuth and learned whait they
‘believed, On ¥y 1, 1758, the Wesleys and their friends in Iondon, acting
on the advice of Peter Bihler; had formed a litile religious Scciety. Thsy
were Lo meet together overy week tc cenfoss their fuulls and pray for ome
ancther, The Wesley's were no shrangers to the blessing of religious
fellowship. The Oxford Methodists had found that the only way in which
they could keep alive their zeal ond. spirituality wes to meet frequently




28
together, Wesley soys the first rise of Methodism was at Oxford in
Hovembey 1728, when four friends met togethor, as we said above; the second
at Severmah in April, 1786, when twenty or thirty met at his house; the
thixd vhon this Socleky in Iondon wes formed with ten members.® Ayway,
the debormining influence on John Wesley cams from’ German Fietism through

his associabion with thase Moravians in London,® Under their influence he
paseed through a religicus experiense at 8345 P, M. on Wednesday, Mey 24,
1758; which he alweys referred to efterwards as his conversion, althcugh
ha had alree@;gr been for some years an ordained ¢lergyman of uncommon plety
and devoutness, For Wesley, this evenh meant a transfer of amphasis fram
baptimm to conversion, from the Clurch as an institutlion to the persomel
religicus experience of the individual Christian, IV meant aliso a rebturn
te the gemuine but practically forgotien Reformabion plstform of & present
salvacvion by falth alone, through grace, and not through works, This was
the birth of English evangelicalism, and the beginning of ths great
cvangelical rovival, for the preaching of Weegloy's nsw-found gospel followed
ag o mavter of course, After his religicus experience, Wesley began to

2 >
believe in instantanacus conversions, His visit %o $he Moravian setilement

of Herrnhuth, on the borders of Bohemia, in 1788, gave hiwm confidence in
the tmhingwwmmmmagmmofmmmmwp, for there he
found many living witnesses to the reality of saving feith,

This ie clearly brought oul by Wesley's statement, "Ho Scrirture can

“Ibid., p. 147,

Gprttony Cushman MoGiffert, Protestant Thought Before Kant (New York:
Charles Scribnerts Sons, 1322), Ps .
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mean that God is not love,"? In other words, Scripture must bs inberpreted
by personal experiemcs. The finel souchstone: of truth is the imner witness,
The kegynote to Wesley's religious experioncs was the discovery that God is
love, and anything which ccutradicted that discovery must be falsc;. ('rfo
make personal experiencs the touchsions of dogma comes perilously near that
entimeiaem which Wegley condemmed. Bub in ons sense, al least, most religious
people are enthugiasts, They may take their officlal belief from the Church,
but the beliefs which give reality to their inner iife are based on persomal
c:-:psrieme:"-:

/

Afber ‘his retwrn to Dngland Wesleyts views were changed when the
ministocs refused to let him preach in their churcheg, At first Wesley did
not oave mugh for the idea of ficld preaching, but singe be was shubt out of
the churches he didnt't heve ruch choice, To a friend who charged him with
imvading other ments parishes amd meddilng with souls that did not belong to
hin, Wesley replied in z letier which ocnbaliped the famous phrase,

I lock upon the world as my parish; God in Scripturs commands me

according to my power to lustruct the ignorant, reform the wicked,

confizm the virtuous, Man forbids me tc do this in ancther!s

pa-'ish; that 1s, in effoct to do it at ally; seeing that I have now

no parish of wy owm, nor prcbably ever sholl, Whom then ghall I

hear; God or Mam, . . ? I lock upon the world as my parishy tims

far, I mean, that in vhatever purt of it I am; I judge it meet,

right, and my bounden duty to daclare unto all that are willing to

hear the glad tidinpgs of salvetion,B

On April 17, 1759, John Wesley was inm Bristol, not preaching but ecn-
ducting = soxt of Bible class, He expounded the fourth chapter of Acts,

and thens

TLum, op. oits, p. 187,
SIbid,,; pe 154,
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¥e galled upon God.to coniirm hls words, Imediately ons thab
stood by (to our no small suvirise) cried out aloud, with tbe
utmoet vshemence, . even as in the agonies. of death, But we
eontinued in prayer, till a now song was pub in her mouth. o « «
Soon after iwo other parsors. . o vwere seized with strong pein,
ard constrained %o roar for tie aisguictness of their heart,
But it wes nov long before they likewise bupt forth into praiss
to God their Savier, 'J.'hf hat wiwo colied upon God as cub of
the belly of beel was I, E,, a stranger in Bristol, A:d ina
short gpace he also was overwheimed with joy and love,"V

The Methodisy raroxysms, a.ltb.c-ugh ooy are usnally referred to as 1f thay
sbaried on the ccceslon named, began in fact not at Bristol, but in Iondon, ‘
Three monthe belore vhen Wesloy was expourding in the Minories,; a welli-
dressed womsn suddenly coried out as in the agonies of death, ILittle more
than 2 week afber Bristol, dx..r.x.r-r a sermon at Nowgate (Bristol),

cng, and anovther, and anotber sunk to the earth; 'l:.hay droprad on

crery side os nmuﬁe.rmruck The gane thing ha.p_enad in the

evoning; almost before we called upon him (Christ) to seb his

goal, he answered;
it will be notieoll that hy now o delibﬁwmts mrayer-technique is used for
the evoestion of the mptm’s.lo

There is 2 exy, Or a roars usuelty. (ooh alveys) the afflicted

porson drops to the graunl, you can sce that hs or she is some- -

thing in the pos::hinn of the demonisc healed after the Trans-

figuration; Saban is letiing his prey go, with w.e utnost

reluctance. The hystanders fall o prayer. & . o
More comuonly, the Vesleyan manifestations were dismissed 2s coming under
on2 or another of two hsnds-;llmmy or hystexia, There is mo doubt thatb
gome of these ceses of comvulsions of bedy and mind were impostures, But
whsn all deductions have been nade, mayy of the carlier cases are still

unaccounted for, No sxplenation mects those cases save thet which acaribes

¥R, A. Knox, Buthusiosn (Oxfords Clerendon Press, 1950), pp. 520 £.
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them to intense comviction of gin; This has often baen Imcwn to throw hody
and nind into an agony of distress,

dnyone who studied l-i‘esley's relation {o his Societies will soc:n see
how resolutely he sct himself to graprie with.the viees of hip da};‘. Wherever
Methodiem wus planted it conbributed inm no small degrec Lo a gensral reforma—
tion of mommers, It mede its mermbers 'bet‘ber citizens, and re.;aad the whole
stendard of morality.s No trucc was over mude with sin, Tb is easy to quota
rrimitive precedent for the di.st-imtiﬁ features of the Quartorly Heclings
of theze Sceleties, AL these Muobings, Wesley distributed tickets, which
be conperce to the commendatory lebicrs mentioned by the ..._,{;stles,'. to mewbers
vibon he wished to retain in the pacld‘.ics.// Wezley seys of these tickebsg

These supplied us with o gquiet und incffensive method of removing

oy disorderly member, He hze no new ticket at the quarterly

vigitation (for so often the tickste are changed), oand ubere‘lw

it is hﬁnaﬂia‘b@lf Jnovm that bs is no longer of the community,*
Thege tickets were much prized, Methodists often left instructions that
their tickets should be buried with them; but more cften they were handed
dovn from father 4o son, and a series of tioiets. proving a long connection
with the Methodist Socictles was txeasured.

A brief ckstch of the Msthodist Constitubicn is necessary in ordar to
sprreciate Vesley's administrative genmius, The oﬁg:lnal.l?et‘aer Ians
Socioty woo divided inko bands. Each band consisted of not fewer than
i':i.ve, nor more than ten persons, who meb 'sree!r.'l;r to confess their faults one
to hmtheramtcprayfwomamthurthatmywbehealed It is
important to distinguish hetwaaxs the bands and the olasses, a distinction
which is not alweye made vexy ¢lear in Hethod.jlst writings, Iong after the

Rﬁm, En. 'cit., P‘ 172.
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class meetings had beeome an imbegrel pext of Methodism, the bands remeined
o digbinet institmtion, They constitubed an imner ring, an oxclusive order
of vory devout Mobhodizts, They were the Ironsides on whom Vesley relied
in o ovipis, He made the members of the bands hie sounsellore, and he vas
sccugbomed to bring difiiloult cases bafors them for consideration, In 1744,

The Methedizts yere arrenged in the Ffollowing groupsy United Socictisg,

v}

Bonde, Selegh Saciejtictrs; and Fenitenbs. The United Societies was tie

dlergest and least scloch.group, for it mevely coneisted of Pawakensd persons,”
Tha Bands wers more selech; axd ths Seleet Sccietise, aa.its recie dmplies;
were really extromely exelusive, Finelly, there were the Peni'nenhs; who

ned pode shijwreck of thoir feith. Bub whereas the bands were composed of
the elect, cvery nember of a Mebthodist Sceisty normally belonged to a elass,
and the Clooe Maseling is an ivstancs of Wesley¥s quiockness to rscognize the
istent tectloal poseibilitics of svery suggestion which was brought before
xbm, ;
Feburaxy 15, 174£, is en importent date ia the history of Methodism,
On that day, a Hésting was hald in Bristol to dizcuss tho best method of
Llguidating the debt on the Mosting Houss, : A certain Captein Foy; one of
.f.he many sea~going capheins in the Socloby of Dristol, suggested that
every nmexber of the Scciety showld contvibute & penmy a week, It wes
objected that many of the members weve too poor to offord a weekly con-
tribution, 'True," replied Capbein Foy, “then pub ten or twelve of them
o me, Iet eagh of these give what they can weakly andl will supply what
is wembing,"5 fThe Captaints proposal was accepted, It was agresd to
divide the Bristol Socisty imtc olagses end o appolns in each class a

161hid,, py 178,



55
lezder to collect the weekly contribubicns and to hand them over tc the
stewards, Wenley appointed the leaders, and assigned to each of them a
alasg of about twelve meﬁbars.-(il'he penyy collection for the relizf of ths
poor was already in existence, and as ir. Simon points cut,

The novel feature of the eaptaintzs sugzection is its recognition

of the principle that; in the Methodist Society, the richer

memboers should mals u,-} the doficiency in a common fund which

avises fram the irability of the poorer members tc comtribube

to ity That principle gbill govarns the whole systam of Methodist

finonce A% /

Wesley was quick to discover that Gax:taiﬂ Foy's plan bhzd other virtues
beslides solving the ifinmcia.l problem at Bristol; g&hortly sfter the
caibainta scherme had been adz:pté.djudze‘ of the ¢lass leaders reported to
Weslay that he had discovsred a n&mb@r of his class, on whom he had called
for a contribution; "in drink;®? It flashed noTosE Vecleyls mind that thare
was yob ancther role foxr the glass ;L,eadar; He could watlch ever the sm'ils
of hig brethren; while extracting pemnies from their pocksts, He aould
encoursge the foimt-hearved, sdmonish the backgliders, snd repoxt ths im-
penitents to Wesley. Wesley, himsell was no longer zble to support the
entive pastoral. care of the Socictiess It was a stroke of genius to trens-
form the class lenders imto a lay _pastm‘a‘ﬁa. The exveriment proved
succesaful and thengelforward tha clase leaders became an integral part of
the Mothodiet constitution, Before lorg, the glass leaders discovered that
it war well-nigh impossible to pay twelve weekly visite to the twelve
memhers of their class, Difficulties -often avcse because masters or
mistresses, relatives or pﬂ.."'énbs hogtile to the hiethodi#tu_;wswubed the
iuvagion of their households by the olass lenders, It wes therefore decided

> bid.; P 174.'.,.
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that class nembers should meet together for en hour twice a week, The
olass leadars werc cxpected to present & report every threc months to
Wesley on the spiritual condition cf ihe class members appointed to thelr
oare, Ib is not difiicult to understand the success of the class meetings,
¥Man i a social animal, Those who hove never lacked friends will not f£ind
it cagy %o realize the loneliness of our great clties, and the Methodists
doserved to succeod because they put into przctice the Christian ideal of
brotherliness, They sought out the friendiéss and bofriended them, The
clogs meebing was, in effech; a club, a Travellers! Club whoge members met
twice o week to compare nmotes, and to oxchange experiences in thedir
spiritunl progress tovards the New Jexusalem, Ionsly folk for whom nobody
cared, were imvited, nsy wrged, to talk about their souls. Cen one wonder
that the clase necting succesded, for it,'jm:ploi'bed the most universal, and
tho mest human of failings--vanity, J

If Hethodisnm owes much of its success to ths olass meetings, it owes
its very existence to the insbitution of ths lay preacher, The three names g
that heed the list of Wesley's lay preachers are Johm Csnulck; Joseph
Hunphreys, and Thomas Maxfield, Veslay says, "Joserh Humphreys was the
first lay-preocher that assisted me in Englamd, in the year 1738,%15 The
growvth of Methodien rendered it mogessary to provide a systematic arrange-
ment of circuits and to appoint a preacher for each, Every lay preacher
had to begin as a Ploczl" before he was pexmitied to be an "itinerant.n
fhe preacher who superinmtended the whol of a circult was celled the Superin-
tendent, The temporal affairs of these Socleties were managed by Stewards,
The officers of the Sccieties were the Ministers, Assistants, Stewards,

151'9]1'01‘&, 22.5 P_EI’ P. 214,
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Icaders of the Bonds; Leaders of iic Clacues; Visitors of the Sigk, School-
masters, and Housckeopers; Wesley scon realized that it was necessary to
provids a gové‘rning body for the scattered Societies, He interded, dwring .
his lifetime; to control any governing body he might f£ind it necessary to
orcate, and unless song such organization was called into existence, the
Scoleties, as Wesley i‘qresaw, could ha.rdly gurvive his deatk, The Anmuel
CGonferenca, vhich is _a'bill the supreme governing bedy of Methodism, first
met on June 25; 1744,

Vesley belicved in uniity of command; tho unity, of course, being Jomm
Vesleys It would be idle to dery that he was an autcerat, Wesley did mot .
digdain advice,; but he was too clear-headed 1o pretend that he believed in
demceratic gontrol, e did not make the mistake of pubiing Methcdism on a
democxatic basis, which is one of the many rseasons why Methodigm hos suo~
cecded, Wesleyts politics might fairly bz described as ultracorservative,

He did not undergtand the meaning of demogracy, It is true that he urged
the rich %o give all they could, but he did not incite the poor to take ell
they covld; He wos nover tired of exbtolling the importance of good eitizen-
ghiy, the virtues of which are definitely fostered by the kind of religion
in which Wesley believed: Wesley distrusted mysticiem, chiefly because the
uystic was an unsociable person only concerned to save his own soul, Hs
nover forgos & romark made to him in his Qzxford deys: 'You camnot serwve
God aloma;  You must, therefore, £ind sompanions or make them, The Bible /
kucws nobhing of solitary religion.wi8

To, join the Socicties all that was necessary was a desire for salvation,
To remain e msmber of the Societies; all thal was necessary was a high

lﬁm' op. 'Ei-_?‘_‘u’ Ps 285,
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standard of persomal comduct, Veslsy imposed an ethical, but not & dogtrinal
test, Methodiem wae e yergonal end experimentel religion, ILife and oxperi-
went st gome Lirst, The rhilosophy of & reifgion must be deduced from
oxperience, Wesley was always tesbing and rcshaplag his creed in congruity
with the practicel requirements of the evangelicul misgion field,

o man wee 2o famillisre with the Esglish mobg of his day.as John Wesley.
In almost every place he visibted apposition was sconer or loter stirred up
ageinst the dsapised Msthediste, In these cnsounters with the mobs and
othzrs who trisd 4o interrupt kis presching, Wesley was usuelly victoricus,
Gradually bthe mobs bagan to leave him alons, He had God and the law on his
side,

Yealsy did a great desl of traveling and was Very concerned abcut bsing
yrouph &b 8l $imes. Vherever he werb, on foot or on horsebaclk, in ocach or
in saiiing vessel; he was a plesscat companion, whe generally wonr all hearts,
and never lost en opportunity of doimg good, . - :

On Fchruaxy &8, 1764, Wosley exocuved his Deed of Deciuration, which
nas beer galled the l&\g{la Chaxrta of I~lﬁth9§isma The act of the majur.ﬂw was
4o bind all, A legal comtitutianms now given to the Confersncs.

_,'" Ths destittts condidion of his American Societies ot length drove
Hasi.ey to meke provision for ths administration of the Sacraments By ordain-
ing rdristara. Soon after his ratuwcn to Englend from iAmerica, Wealey had a
now idea on apostelia suscessicn--"bishwpe ard presbyters are (essentially)
of ons order, and origimlly every Chvistian congrogation was a Church
independent of all others.! From this position Wesley never withdrew,

Yinedeord, op. eibay pe 505
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John ‘c.’esljm' replled to his brotherfs fears a.b::mt the ordinntions for Amexica
in 1764y "I firmly -believe I am o Seriptural episkopos, as mch as any man
in England or in Burcpe; for the uninterrupted succossion I know tec be a
fable; whkich no man ever did or cen prove.° Four years before he had cx-
preseed his conviction that he bad as mmech right to oxdain as to adninister
the Sacrament, Other ordinstions %o the ordinery work of the ministry in
hmerice, -Scotland, and cven in England followed.

The Wesleys had dome all they could to bind their Socletics to the
Coveel urging them to talke comsumion there, At en early date; however,
Hegley was coupelled o administer the Lord!s Supner to his own pecple in
London and Bristol, Charles was the first %o do thie on April 12, 1741, in
Kingewood Schoolrocme Although Wesley never wanted to separaie from the
Chvech of England, his Deed of Declaxation, hig crdinations, ané the licens-
ing of his chapels and preachers urder the provisicns of the Tolerstion Act .
show hat he wes more cereful for the contimiance of the work than for any
formnl connection with the Cinwch of England, Wesley took all possiblo care
that Methodism ghould nob perdish with his death, However, Weslsy'!s death
reroved the.lagt barricr to com:lete independence, and it wasu't long after
hig death that the Methodists separated from the Church of Engiend, Vesley
died on Wodnesday, Merch 2, 1791, at tho age of .83,

From the fivet Vesley strikes cnr-. as & man debermined to foxge. & weapon,
Ih woe nob encugh to be an ovangelist; he mush create and organine a move-
mont, Wesley was a man with stremgth of will; the power of resignation,
tireless energy, generosity of matura, stern principles, end & conviction of
the ong thing needful, He always road whila he rode horseback -to preach

181b4d.,, ps 5074
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some place,

When Yepley died he left behind him a rowerful reiigious body, Anglican
in its ingpiration, and for the most part in its membership, but ripe for
schigm, Wesley in foct wac the parent and the head of a great religious
organization., He wag not o greal organizer, To the end of his iife he re-
mainod the sole zource of authority in o movement thet wes contimially in
need of wobt-mumrsing; be must be here, there, and everywhere, or things began
tc go wrong,

Veslegy!s tours were indeed miscionary jowrneys, and he was alimys break-
ing Iresh grouni, Bub as the years go on Wegley's incessant round, without
ever geasing to be a miscionary journsy, takes on more and more the character
of a vastoral visitation, And 1t was a visitation; not merely of the loeal
officials, but of the members individually, The house-to-house visiting,
upon vhich he alvays lald emphasis, was a burden he himseli‘;' would share,
however grievous it might be to £losh and blood,

Wesley's self-chosen purish covered England, Wales, Scotland, and Ire-
lands but he found, evidently; a great variety of spiritual scil, whether
awong these or in England itself, Wales, whieh at first seemed promising,
went Colvinist under the influence of Howell Harris, Over Scctlsnd Wesley
gonbimied to spend much effort, but with little result, His appeal was
enoctional yather than inteliectual, and thess northernsrs, glubted with yuipit
theolozy, found little to admire in it, If Scotland was the weyside, Ireland
was the stony ground, in which congregations grew uw all too fast, to wither
avay no less unaccountably, In BEngland the countries of Yorkshive, Cormwall,
Durham, Iancashire, and Lincolnshire were strong in Socicties. There was a
constamt .and violent leaksge in the movement, with great variations in
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memborship, The movement did not grow steadily like a snmowball, it advanced
and recolled, Always Wesley had the task of £illing a lecky vescel, Meen-
while, he was conetently active in pwuning the local Societies of those un-
worthy members who were reported to him ag walking disorderly.

Tt has been said that there is scarcely a detail of Wesley's wonderfully
complcte system of which he can ;a'opez::ly be ecalled the originatm;, end
Soutley is probably xight in holding that he was considerably indebied to

R e
the Foravians; He did nob, indeed; reproduce that rather questionsble ex-~
pedient of Horavian discipline which emcoursged secret monitors to spy on
thelr brethren, However, the classes, originelly designed to eass the pay-
ment of subgeriptions, developed inte & system of close supérvision. Such an
unserupulous borrower as VWegley was would find no difficulty in first adopt-
ing end then adapbing the Moravian technique; he would go about the werld
preaching the New Birth after their fashion, but not insisting on the il
instantanocusness of its effects, with his own experience to guide him. It
does not follow that because his ovn comverzion puzzled him at the time,
Vesley would look back on it afterwards as a thing of nc importance,

When you were converted, when you experienced the New Birth, what did ~~
it mean? According to Wesley, that you were then and there conscious of
Christ having died for your sins, and of yourself as-then and there accepted
in Him; but nothing proved you would not have fallen awsy from that faith in
six monbl:;a' time, According to Whitefield, it gave you the conviotion that
you were irrevocably sealed for hoaven, How eculd it be supvosed that such
8 major misunderstanding could be hushed up, among the ravk and file of &
zovenent which was pledged to the doctrine of gonversion, which regarded tha'
very cirowmstance of comversion 23 an infallible guarantee of the cornvictions
thet came with it? During the whols period bebwesn 1740 and 1770‘., Methodism
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had two nmations in its womb: The inevitoble separaticn was only staved off
by the lmense respeot which the rival conbroversialists, Wesley and White-
field, bad for onc another; ageinst thelr own better judgment they poraisted
in txying te convince themselves that thsir differences wsre of minor
importance, HNever were theologians sc resolved t0 meke a molshill out of a
movntedin, For George Whitefield wes the co-founded of Mothodizm, and it
.wa.s nob Wesley, but Whiteficld; who started £field yweaching; who £irst sought
the aid of lay-preachers, who hsld the first Methodist Conference. It was
Woltelield who really set the movement going in the American colceniss, v,
Fletto calls Vhidtefield the grectest orator of the Revival,  But Whitefiold,
though an inspived orator; bad scmething cf the orator's wirsiiability, Ab
ops noment he will be sobbing his hesxrt oub over o reconciliation with dear
honovrsd v, Wesley; the next, he will be producing @ jemphlet against him,
In 177G, as in 1740, it was Hesley who broke the pcace, KHe wes no doubb
geoninsly disturbed by the scandsl of antinomianigm, nc doubt genuinely oon-
vinced thst the Calvinist preaching gave it a handle, The Wesleyon Gon-
fercoee of 1771 did in fact rspudiate the doetrine of salvation by works,
tut in gelf-icfense rather than in reczutation,

It would be imposaible to glaim thab the Church of England, by = procass
of gredual csbracism, drove Wesloy awoy from ite comnunicn. The cleavage
cans, nob from its side, but from Wesley and still more from his followars,
nT live and die & nesber of the Church of England," John Wesley wrote in
1790, end it was not until five years later that his follovers decidad by
a zajority to separate firom the establishment1® Wesley vas nob, perbaps;
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rigidly logical in his notions of clmrch membership; you find hin receiving
corpamion at a Presiyberian servies in Bdinburgh and beptizing according to
the Preshyterian rite et Glasgow, yel wreaching from en Epiagopalien pulpit
at Banff, He had mede up his mind he would not goparate from the church,
only vaxy from it, Bul unqusstionsbly he bad, all his life, a Geep and
groving conviction that his socizties would rsvolt from the Anglican
allegionce; and in deing so becurs a dxy and formal secch; the shadow of theb
comviction darkened his declining yesrs. The question for secession waz up
before the Conference in 1755, 1758, 1761, and 1778, and althoigh theo men-
bers, under Weslayts infiuence, always returmed a degided pegetive, the
constant recurrence of ths theme tells its omm stoxy.

Insistence on loyellty tc the Church of England suited Wesieyls own
book, As long as he, Cher ﬂs,, ant Fletcher; with 2 handful of others, were
the only crdained clergymen connected with the sceicties, t.har.a wvas nob
ymuch denger of the ronk and file getiing .the upper hend; the bands and gom
vere ensugh to overawe them, But there were internijtont signs of restive-
ness enong the preachers, Some of the lay yreachers held the épeculative
view that any Christian might celocbrate the Sseraments, some putiing it into
rractice, The awkwerd thing was that :John Wesley himseif had doubts aboutb
the apostolic ‘succession; Bub whether eplscopacy were of Divine institution
or not, on cns point he was w::; remeinsd clear. Nobody bad a right to
nelcbrgte the Sacraments, Erasmus or ne Erasmus, as long as hs recoived no
enthorizaetion to do so, either from the Church of Englend cxr from Wesley
hinself, Wesley discarded the substanca of the spostilic succespion in
sending certein men to carzy on in Amorica, and the same in Scat.‘.la.nﬂ, but
not in England,-
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Wesley did hie boet %o ptimdote in his converts the anb