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atandrlrcl or Pf'-l'6onal oonduct-.· bl~-1' impoaed an etld:cal.i ·but ·not e. dootrim1 

t<tat .. , Method:i.m we & pwaoMJ,. ad, ~rime~ rel:lgio:0:6, We am oxpem-. .. 

experier:i0e. . Wesley ·was alws testing ani :resbap~ his creed in co~t,y; 

1;:i:i;b the practical rcq,.1,i..-ement.J of t~ eva..~elicm.1 mission fieid. 

No rntm "h~s so •! f>JIIS·J ·1 a.-c- wit.'1: the E.1gllsh mobs ot his dq -as John WeabQr tt 

In alJ!l.~~-i. cr-1eq plllca ha visited opjMSit:i.on 'H2..S scon~ or la.ter stirred Up 

against the dF.>spismi M~'thcdi&t,a. In theso. enocuntars ld:t.h the mobs am 

ot..h::i·s uho trie:1 to interrupt hia .preachixlg, Vesley' .ws �~� viciorioua. 

({radu.al.J..v tha lllobs bca~~ to lcavo bim e.lone,. He had God and tl:ie law on his 

tf&ulq df~d a great deal of tre.vel,1.~ .. and 
0

1'11-8 Vb?"".f concorned about boiz,g 

11.1·01:1~ ,t at e:L.1. tms;, ~Jhert:ver h~ ve?lb, on :root. or on horseback, in coa.ah c,,: 

.:tn s:nl i:c voSBol., he 'W:S a paeaDG,.i:lt oomlm¢OU,. who geJ:len\l.lu ~on all heal'ts, 

am nGver lo~t an opportum:~ of dGug_ good.. . . 

On .Feb:tWJr,Y 2.8., 1784-' 1-IEi•is.r e:xe.cut~ hiB Deed of .De.o~atj,.OJJ:1/ ilhich 
' .. 

ilas, bee~ -~~ed. the Jilgna. ,Cba,.-ta of I46thodism. f'ne aot of b Jll&Jarit\Y waa 
- ------- _,.. ---- -ttt> biDd all. A lepl. ,i;onatitutiOJ;l 'Hi".;J nov givcm. 'to t~ Som!ereme. 

( 'J.'ha dootit'ilt~ cozW.M.m• 'J.t. hi.& M91"1Qtm:Sacie"es .a.t �~� drove 

Hesley t _o mke prmaS.•, .far the ~st.ration -Of' the Sacr3ments. \r ordaJ:o­

:l.131.t .-dm.stGrs. Soon~ ld..s ,retu;-n to· Engle.D! from :Amerioa~ .. W'calq had a 

Jle'6 idea. 011 ti.1,ostoi:iq suace1.ssion-"biB1¥.lps. ard ?1'8&b;ytes are. (essen:tiall1') 

or om c:xnter �~� Gl3d or-.i.g:tnul·lif' er.-eq Obristirm oo.ogat1on was a OJmroh 

j.J:depement of. 411 o.'lihGrs .• "l'l li'J:'aa this position P.esle,r zum,r witbdrew.· 



S'l 

Jolin 'Wesley replied to his brother •·1:1 fears a.bout the orcint!.tio:ns tar .a'\merioa . . . 
in 1,64.i i1I t~-beli,e\re I , am a· ~iptural eJ>1skopos; aa much as ..- man 

3.n ~land or in !m-ope;. for ~ e :u,n:ini.errui:,ted succession I know tG be a 1,.-~· 

table; nhich no me.n ever did 01· can .prav.e. r.18 .Four ;years bei'oro he had ez­

pi-cssed his conviction. tha·li-he-hacf as much right to ol'daiD i s t o .~ 

tba ·&-:lrament. Qt.liar. ordin;i.t:Lons to · ~ho ~ ifQrk of the ·mln:tetr.v in 

~ca, -Scotland,· w:it'l wen in-~. to;JJ.crw-ed..) . : _ 

The l-1ealc-;rs hc.d d\ln9 •"", 1 'fihGy', tsould to bim their Societi~s to the· 

Olu1.rch u:rgil:Ja -them. ·l;o· t ake cQIDlllUni.cmi tbe-1"8. At an early date1, ho\;eyer, 

lrepley tm.D CO:llp:lle4 ·l;o adl:wiister the Lord! a SUp1;er to his mlX1, .p!)<>ple in 

Lond,Qll and Bristol., Charles tfaS' tm £µst to .do thio on A..~il 12;, 17411 . in 

iti.?JgL'Wocd Schoolroct11. A;Lth01.JBp.. W13sW. never· w.m.84 to eeparate fl'OJ!1 the 

' Church ot Eziglam, l;!.is Deed, ~ : Deol.tute.Uon, his crd:i.nations, am the li<;an►. · 
i .. 

i:,g of bia ·chapel.I$ aid ~ch~t-s \mder tllG ,prGVisi eils of the .!J:ol.era.ticn .Aat 
. 

shatr that he 1la.S •more .c~ ten; ~ :-.9QJlti.nuu.be ot· the vork t~ f'~ qr 
I 

fo..."'il1~l -ccnnect-ion vlth the ~ch of E;;rgland... ireBle;r to~ all 
0

po&siblo .care 
that Methodiea· 19,hould not ~pi-ish, '4~ -~ death. Ba,1ever; Ve;1~• s ·-ueatb . 
:-wtqftd the. last, ~er to. ·0QR11le-t;e:; ~PB~.t ~ it w-as?it.t 1q after 

his-de13ii.h that t.bG· Metho6.iatP. &e~"""G.tacl-~ the Ohqroh of Eag;ls.m-.,. Ve~ 
• 

clie<1 on W~sdq, N\!.rch 2,. 1791;, -at tpo ·age-of .88. 
r 

fl."'®1 tbe -tirst .Veal-q str~li tj:IP. ·as a mn djbenid.Ded to !'u;ge. ~ 11£-apon., 

lt w.s not e130Ugh to.-bo an EMQ:Jgelist; he must, crea.t.a 3:114 orge.ni~ a. m<JVl►.o­

:meuh. WesJ.cv 1ms a am with• .stragtll Pf yd.µ.. ttu, po-.rer ,of re31Bm.tion;, 

:tirele~~ ~, ge$roa~v ot mt~~; ~terll F.inaipiea, a.ml e. ~olWiotion of 

the ·o~ thir,g ueedtal. Jl-9 al1w-q11 x:oad 'fhU8 be tode horaeback.-.to ]lNaab. 

I 
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8Qll!8 place-. 

llhen \IeBlEV died ho left b,eh1nd hiin a !,-owerful. ~ous bCXV', Ax!slioan 

in :I.tu ~pi.ration, am tor the moat~ in its meabersh:lp1 but ~pe for 

schium. Vesl~ in 1'act van the parent and 'the head of a gre:::;t rel:lgiou · 

orgw:i..1.zation. Ile ffllB not· 1.1. groat organizer. To tbs em of his ll:t'e he re­

J!lt'.inad tl:ie solo aouroe ot authoriv in a l'il0VC1lleJ1t that ,m.s C~l'itd.m-13' ~ 

1;10ed. of ·wat-nursiito be~ be hsro, th.ore, £UJd evor;rwliere, w -t.hi!ga 'begu 

to go ·1-11-oig. 

l!esleyls tourG -were indeed missioziar.y jOl1rDSJ'Bj am ·he V&:? el~&· breek­

ing fre$h ground. Bl1t. .as the years go .on: Ves1'q•s incesoont rotml, w.l.thaUt 

e.ver ce:ising ·l;o bo a mi:s~ion-.,r,y Journey, :t.akeJ 011 mare am :more tl:la ·aharae"A:L" 

or a pastoral visi~Uon. And ~-t was a visitat'ion, not ~ of the local 

oi'!'ici~l s, but o1' the mer.mers indivitbJa·lJ7. The house-to-houae vi&itizigt 

upon ·which he al'Wll18 la,id em1>lia.tiis) 1r.1s a. burden he himself wuld ahal'e, 

hotrev.er grievow, it m.ght. bo ,to flos!i am· blood, 
/ 

I l'1eslq•s salt-chosen. parish OOV'G:l'oci' England, Wal.ea, Scotland." and ire ... 
\ 

1'ndJ· but he tOUi!ld, evident~; a great va.r:toty of spiritual soil,. whether 

omo~ these .oi-- in Enallim itself. Wa.J.eo, vld:ch a t first seemed promis1rg1 . 
went Calvin:J.st undei' the lm:lueiioo fit ·B~ Jlarri&<i 0n1•· Scctlam Weslfv' 

ooi!tiimed to spend much et.fort, lntt with littlo r,esult. Bis appeal~ 

emotional. rather than intellectual, am these nortbernara, glutted with i;ulµt 

theoloa ~ i'aum little to admire in ii. U SootlaDd was the ~sido~ J:relam 

W£ the storor ground, 1n which ~ ations grew up all. too fast,, to vitJ:ier 

auq no leas umo.ooamtab]t. lo El'Jglu:d t!le. couutd.e& of' Yorksbire-, fJol'iJINall, 

Durllam, LaDca.shiro, am Ltz:wooJ:aslii:te ·w\,re etroig 1n Societies. There vu a 

constmrli . am, Tiolellt leakage in the lllQ'Vem8ld;, with peo.t "Variaticms. 111 

, 
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aembor~p, The mo'V'el;rlent d1d mt grow_ ~ like a 8110ffbali• it a49uae4 

and reooiled. ~llOl'tit llesl.e7 had ~ task of ,.f,.JJ1:og a . ~ vesGel,.-. J,feaD- . 

tmile, be no cons~tq aoW.v.e in. ~ ~ local sooiet',e.s !)f those ,._ 

vorbl\r ,monlbe2·s who were re~ to.him as walk1J>g disorderly. 

It has t?een said 1,hat there ·1'1 see.roe~ ·a detail of lfeslQJ •s wo~ 

complete .system of, wlli;~ he e&n iropex:.;cy be o.aJ,l~ tbs or1gimtor, u.m 

Sou~ i~ probably right in ho:J.di?1a t~t h~ 1mS cOllSi&~ i.ixlebt ed to ------- , 
t lla Mora.vieJ:!S ;i He did not, ·-imea~; rep;E"Oduce that r.a.the.r quea~ol'J&ble ex-

:pediBllt of .Mo}:Q.via.n d.1.s~ipllr:e "}lich tmeouraged s~ci:et monitors 1;o sw on 

t heir bz-ethren, .Hol·rever~ the ~lass-es, oril:i~~ designed to· ~ th$ pq-
' . 

ll'.ent of subscriptions_-, developed iJ;ltQ .a _syetem of cl9se ~sion. Sa.ch an 

\1l1SOl'ltpul.ons borro~ tUJ. Jleslq 'I-ms would i'ind no di:ttioulty ~ first adopt­

~ ar.ill tJ.\en a.dapting1 the Moravian teclm.i.qU:eJ he yau.ld go abc."Ut the vorld 
I V / 

preu~..ing. the New Birj.JJ. _ att.er the~· fashion, but not iDsistill&' OJl the 
I • 

inat..i.ntaneouemss of ~ts effect.a, '4~h .¥& ~ ~enoe to guide him. It 

doe~ not toll011 tmt. l,t;Jcause his om eonverBion puzzled him a.t the. :time,. 

Uealey wuld. look ~ck on it ~'al.US. ae .a ~ of no importaDCe_ii 

Wnen you were colMU'1;e4.; whel'l J'OV.. er~ed 1;be Nev ~tb,. what did / 

it mean? Accordulg to WeelGY.j tbai; y-au w.re then ~ there coi.lS'oi~ of 

Cllri&t, having died for your siDs.,, s.ud, of 70u.,ielt u • ,~n and t.here aoc,,ptecl 

in H:lm;, but ;not.hi. prqved ;you 1-rould JlOt hP.vc fal.;l.ezl a1wc.W ~ t.ha,1; faith m 
six mo~! time~ __ o:r:ding t,o -~_,J.d,. it SJLVC 70U the OP~ ~t 

7ou w.ero. 1:rnvoca~ sealed fa,: J;ioaveii. Jiow. Clou!Ld it ~ sup~ 'that ~ 

91 ,major miSUD4erstmJ:tng c~ be hna,)?~ 1up; amoJll t}Je ~ -aJ,IJ. file ,of .a 

~ which ws ~ 1;o the do~""im- of. ooJWer&ion,. .,,JdoAt regarded' the 

Ver:/ ~f.alloe of Qonversicm 8.S al;). -1z,.~a] J 11>).e e;uarantee of tile oomiotioiJa 

that came ,ii.th it? Durilg the wola period between 1740 am 177d, Hrbbod:t• 

I 
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he.d t.1v-o mtiOilD 1D i~s ff'Omb. The imvita.ble separation vas onq r•vad. off 

by the imr.'IOD&'e raapeat w~cll the, r:1.val controversiallsto.., lfeslq am Vhite­

:field., bad £0:i.· ono another;, agr...int't their OWD better 3Udiment they• ~iatecl 

in 'tr<ADig t.o convince theb'asl.ves tbat thad.r dli'i'oreJJCes. were c£ m.nor 

im~rt.anco,. .Bever vcre theoi~ -sc· resolved to make a mole}liJJ out ot a 

mov.ntain. ·:ror· George t~tofield ·was, the co- toucded of 1.fothocli:am, am it 

uas not Vosle;r,- but Uhite.ticJ.41 ·wli<? s.tartod field )n'eaoh:llliU lll".o· firat sqht 

thiJ a.id. of Ja.y-prcachers1 1-rho held tho i'irst Methodist Conf'~e. It vas 

W'&litci'ield who re.~ i1et tho r,1oveine1~ going in ths .Aiuorico.n colonl.9&,. ih-" 

F:L~ttc ·calls \lhitef1eld t;he ~"re~teat orator ot the :Revival.. , But wbi~eld, 

t hough e.n inapu-ed omtor, had &OJilOthing c£ -~ ora:tor•o wµ-alia.billV 11 At­

one m0ms11.t, he ·1-r.tl..l be aob.b~ his hoo.l"t. out QVel.• a reccnciU,ation 'With dear 

honoured Mr. !JesJ.enJ; ·iihe next, he ld1l. be p,l"Oducing a 1,-w;:.pblet agaimt hifll, 

In l77t:i, mi in 1740.,. it wa lleolq wbo ln·oko the 1;oaoa •. Re -w.s no doubt 

sel;lUineJ;r clisturb.ed by ·tbe soenAA:l 'Of ~cahn1 am., no doubt gen,11 m:q con­

vinced tl)ai) the C:i.lvinisi. prea~ gave it .& hs.mJ.e.. Tho lieslqun C. 

f'eronce ot 1771 did in• :t:aot 1•~pwilata, t.ho doctrine or sal-w.tioli bl' w"Oi-ks,t 

but in self-uef'ense . 1-a.t-bGr thun in r ec<mta¾on,. 

It woiud be i:m:peuaiblo to o:'J.a.iJs tmt, tbe Churcb of Eq;le.nd, b3' a. process 

of. gradual cotraoism, d..""QV'e Vc.s-ley a,~ from 1ts ca;m;:um.on. '.tho ·dlea-vago 

~ -, pot fl."'<>m its side, bttt from. We$1.ef am s ·i;ill more fram. h.18 -f'oJ.;Lonra. 

n1 l.1.ve and ciie a 1,18El)er of tl1e ChuroA of EDil~, a John VeeleJ' wote in 

l79Q1 am it. was not Wl1;il five r~s 1.:!.ta1.· tbat his_ i"oll<r.-.-ere dec.1diJd 1¥ 

a. IJ4jority to aepa:mta fX'(1m the estd>li~.;19 Ucsley l.--ao mt. parJJaps, 

I 
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rl.gid]T lesi.cal in ~s notiODS of ·~lnti'Ch :memborshipj ;you find l$u rooei'fi~ 

domr.'JU14on at a Pres1V1;er~-seriioe in Blillburgh ~ baptizing aQcOl!diig to 

. the 'l'r-ec--torian, rite at G~ow,. ;?,"et preaohil,g fl,om an Epi:aonw1ien IJUJ,pit 

at Banr.t'. Be had 'made ,up his ,JliiD:l .~e would mt separate .fr~ tbe churoh; 

on.'cy va?7 tX'Ol!1 it. Bu.t unquast.i~ he bad, all his life., • deep Qnd 

gi-cndrlg conviction that his· soc:i~ties. vouid. :t"evolt tram. the Al\ll:lctm. 

alle~iame;. D.Dt.l ih·doi~ so bec;caue ~- dz,,- and form~ sect; ~ .sha.dcri, ot thp.t ' . 

comYiat.ion darkened his ·.dee~ years. fhs question £or s~ess:j,on. was 'Ii!> 

before the Coni'c:rance in. 1755, 1'156), :l?Sl.,. and 1778,. a.nd. al~li ~-mem­

be::-G, Wlller liesle;y's inf'l11.ence, nl'W~ returzted; ·a deoidccl JJei;ative.•. tJ,le · ,.. 

constam. recurrence Gf th.a theme t ell.h i'.ts ~ stoi,-.• 

I:nsis't,enoe on loya.lty to tlie OhVi"qb. of' -J,.and ~'l.tited l-Teeiesr•s. oJlil. . 
' ~ . . 
boC1k . Its long QB he,. Che;rles., and Fl.~tchcr, wit,h, a handful.: Qt ~otbers,. were 
the only crdame<i c'l~ conneo:t,ed w:~h tha. societies, tne.re was not 

.much wmeer of the· i'rmk and f:Lle g~~~~ ,the ~pr-;-. hamJ the bands •~ ao-.m . . 
we:·e en::iugh to overawe the?i1~ But tbSJ.'e were intermii;t.OJ:di ~ -of J;"~stive-. ... . 

nes~. &mong th3 prea~a, Scn.e a; t},j) lq preachers held. ~9 ~ti" 

view that ~ Christi.ail qht. cel.e.'br:;:;t.e. tho f!Q.craments, some-putt.~ it,~ 

rA"aotice. 'The awJare.:rrd thi:Dg. wa,p th.'\t_.:J.olm Vesley ~ell' lmd. do~s ~ 

tbs apostoli-c ~succession, . ~ vhe~-opiacopa.07 'Were o£ m,.v1nc institut.icm 

or not., 01:1 Oll'l> point be. was an" remu.ited. cleai.--. !lob~ iia.d. a right ·to 

celebrate tlw Ekl.oremCnts, Erasmus or 'DP :Era smq,&,, as long as be ;oes,oived 110 

e.uthpriz&tion to. 4P ·so, either. fi,cm the <nmr~ ot. Ea&lmd 01; .&om VesJ,.cr 

~elf.. iiesley discard$d t~ qul>stance of· ~ aposta.llc 8\101)88.fi:1.on in . 

aem1tJa o~ .men. to oar.t7' oia m .-r±ca., am the !98lllB 1D. ~otland,· ~ 

not iD Dag]'&lld'1,, f • 

I 
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lleslq. ~d }d,s 'b!i.l~t. 10 ii:t4.w.ilate,. 11i his convma the. umbit:l.011 to 

roach ~ htiJ:ler &~f:) ~ t,hoj,r ~p;L·d.twu caroai.•~; i~ li,'t,S sOJWtitles oeiara; V 

1=parfecticm.:1 tr s~timea 11~iro ~U,'ication, 11 but more c~1~ , · a,:b 

leq.&t 'JU. t~lcy b.imielf, 1tbcr1»:· 1"@1W~7~ in lovo. n20 . 

Wesley- and ~ o:tlitm pro~etil: .of thB J!ivaz,gcµica.l t.iovoment sua.ceeded 

in :L"'Dp:::,:d.Di<;: ~poll lSosliB..h Qnrie~t, .. ~ ~ttern. ~ their ow-. · They •:.. 

c.ae.dec1 i~ iaem;u.~ reJ.iaion,.~tb. e. ~oaJ. or supp9aed ~~a-:~ 
or SUJ;>pocod, beO:J;'IU.Je in. ths ni.,•:;,~ ·0£ t.hi?Jgs yc.,u ca;nnot prO'\l'G t-hs velidit;r 

of Wll3' t1~ .. uce.,. vi~1on, or. ee&ta~; ~t, ~ iJ'-llie~ within ~m ~­

S-W l J.ef.!e can y01.1 1:>rove. the. 'V"'4id:1.f.y_ of -~ lii'elbilg Cllri st-inst•·~ at-U'­

tud.e; in the last resort,.. ~ :i:.f ia•uv.es. ii:; ti).!}.·~ C&l'·t:d.n pwchcaog:f,cµ 

:f.nfl u.uncea a+e irlirc,:re e1w~h to avcr.cori.e~. ~ a t;iven ~;,;;e .i ~:tl_ the f.eillI,1;;a­

tion.,;; t own .. -...'\s bacli::.:l;\,(.o.1~ vhioh ~ cynical -wrld ·ai'forda,. · Ei'Jgla:ad of the 

did not baDS i)·o'IU' hopes. on tliis, or tllat doctr~ caleule:t.ion; )'ldJl ~­

!l~sle;, mu.st .hav:. . £~. hv.d .ho ~ J;"O::i.1:1essed t::nlimitetl enmv, e 

~catte.red 01-ga.ni:zo.tion. Ho huil'b u11 hb .. Q1-gQ!lizati\in on autoc::.."8.tic lines. 

It ia ~d tm.t t;TeolGg" hr.d V'fJ"i!y' ·litt.j.~ or~inality, · BiG orge.niraa.Uon 'rzaa · 

\,uilt. v.p· on id.eg.i, bon·ono.d from, otl:ieZ' aociat.iae,. · This mq be true . ., aid · 

the dai;;&iis ot -Met~t. o:rg~tation ~ . not have b.oen original., Wt .sun:11' 

the rasu:Lt waJJ oriGillp.l... ~ ~chi teat. doca not i'l).vent his bd.css .- b\1.t· hie 

uotk as, a ,molo mv be or~ine.:1 ~h· eve;,- cletail. in that ~k u 

bo:.-rwe~. l·leslw had one ~ sian \of. ,gem,~·~. the pa-w'W to r.c~ a:b a 

gle,."'lee the ~• th!.i,t vere ~'Orth tms.t.atilla; adapt,h&1 or borroldl,,g" Velllr.7 

\ 
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ua.a not o11J1' quick to adopt what w.xs .good; ne· 'WU a1wqs eq'l.1Ailf' reacv- -to 

dis~a.rd what tm.S ·bad.· Few ·reJ.i:::1.ous leade.1•·11 he.vo al:lmm more ro:.uli.llesa to 

bs guided 'IV exper1enc·e-.. 'WeJJley, waa -a 1:-ra&T.atiat. Ho treo.ted theorief., . 

not as answe:r.s to problems, anmrers in which lie• obuld rest, but ns- inst:ru­

me1;1.ts with ifhich .to m-.mnier out tho dosired re;..ul.t. He ,:as 1>rei:-.'ll"Cd to 

sacrif'ice -~ theorJ which o~ lito evai,gellca.l activitieo. H!s pre­

judices ~o.i nst exter!lpor.817 prqor·· 't;cre the first to be ·sra9(1,. •He disliked 

.fi eld prea.clwJg,, but ho n'US converted b;p' the ta&t of •prac,;ica.l res-.uts.. Be 

a.lso lovod dis¢1pline• am order ,and clisliked irregularities. ~ :step 

on the r'-'a.d to schim oo;&t him o. r,q,. ~e did · not like e:J..-temz;orar,r. prqer, 
' 

ho d:i.d not lilce field p..,aching~ ll.e dta no', like a.p_po~ing lq ~a.ch_.s, 

und he did not like ·ordaini.1Je Dr. Colte . In· a.ll these ca·ses, hi"s · sense ot 

voaa.tion triumJrhed, m,er, hi:s eccla:.d.as-tical proj.udices. , 

Ye1'Jle-/ had ·no dii'i'iculty in discov1:-r1 ng a _primitive precedec:t f'or tl:le 

origin or hie cr"'D sc:oietiea. These societie:! arose, as "a"O haw seen, .ttom 

the m:t;ur::..l doeire ot the new ooir,er:ts to, be Ubite4 mo1~ cJ:osoJ~ tor 

WJ.tU!ll h~lp l.md eJlCOU2.•ag5111em;. 'Wesle., points out that thoae t.o vhcr.li the 

apostles pro~ched .wra most]¥ J'GYP or heat,heJJP. 

Bu.t as soon as· .e.zv ·of tliem were, so colir.l.nced ot t!m ~,. as to 
fQi-sake sin am seek the gospsl., ot salvation, the7 ~ecliateq . 
j·ointld tbs- togethm.•.,. took an-acpcnmt of ·their ne.mes, 4dvis~ ~ ­
~o w.tch over oaoh other, and -~ -~hesa .aat~olmmens {as th.IV ~ 
tlisn c.ul.ed).,, aa:ert from. :the &,:-eat . congrego.tioilj t,m,t the°'J -might:, 
iilatr.u.ot, rebuke,. c..'U.Ol"t,;. DJl:i -~ With them, am for tbsm aocorct.. 
i?!.g :to their several .nscessi"liiea.:r-1 · 

T'.ne lnJ'8 Feasts con'eS:i,-omed to the 4-e.t~e ~ the ·watch !lightis to tbis 

·Vij:Uae -Qf the Far~ Ohu.~h; .. imi ~ -vis:ltors.-to t!ie oiok to "the tWaient 

(lea.OOIJP;, :1:or-- wba.t; n a.Bk& l{esley ~ ··,i-,na,s Pho(i::be. tbe. Deaconess but fJUG,,h a. 

-------· .... ·-



v:1.s:ltqr to the rd.cktn22 

Vesley '.believr;.'<J:. t~t from ·diildhocdr up~ aver:, c~ aliould be 

focused am ever:l mamenb ~onoent.rntat: to the ODC ~ "Wbich JDQttored ·1u 

life; ~ l vil.tion -i'rom tlle• •T.-.TO.th to came. It -was a glOQJ!V de~ o.s~ =oed, · 

one wlii.ch divor.ccd gi~aae !roDi n\t\U--e, Wld J<1".f frol!l G.cd;. lfealG)' •s· attitude 

to c,la?JfJ distinct,ions i.u yet. another ill.u:;tra.tion of hie i.ndil'J:~e.i..-ence· tq. 

~ll &tandurdc, • mtee1~ t ~ otermQ... · Fox.- ·everg hour that :::ieste\'i, 'i{eslq 

f' elt i t. neoetisa.Q" to ac'c01.mt ae :a.ocurat~ ;;u:· a bank a::_c,:r~ for e\"l::"&3 

dollru:- 1:aid over t he cO'WlGer. lJesJ.e,.1 •s in'itc:ble cOlm:'...enta on tl-.o :rich 

canuot bs c:...-pl.l.i.ned bJr c'1f',r.,. .He ·die F6'>t erwy them tiJ.13:lr n-"9-Utli, £or a\),011 

!llOnt~ a.s ha llimseli' l!IUde.,· h~ gQ.,re •.awq,. He bud no r:!lu.:1011 to e'n.vy th~ 

t he r birth or- breedj.ng, i oj? M llimself' W-c.\s a :.ichols.:r ~ a g-0,ntl~.. Tbs 

r ich i.tTi i;ated him bsae.use o~ no unrestiJJ8 J::TGOCC"'1pat:Lon 'With the J;rOba.om. 

oi' salvation, l'..a relt abc-.it. t ha ric*. .a kind of desi:.-uir-. Their 'E.ODl!Jf ~ . 

it ao e~.sy- ~or them to ~)l~t the pleaGm-.. of thi-s uorlcl1 that ;it. ~ 

dii:f'iclut to pm-sua.d~ ~ to .;oACentr-.:.te ~r:i tht .bui,iness of. at\:l:vatiol\ fr0Dl 

the wrath to coma'ti. 

woa1q had little u,Je for iQ:stica. am q¢1.3t3;st:::-, tor ·bo could not v 
~qllt_\l'Ct such -t.hsQric.ts with the necessity of good workG and •tbe ~d far ·eaoh 

man. to o·~ a;ot.ive in ~ -his O"n'11. .sD;).nticm.. Fcl• •&1mi lai' rec.sons 1. ~ 

1;\ee!l.U3G ot his belief in Goa1a ipf';-nitQ l!IGrC, and £ol~z ivems~,i he cow.d llCt 

accept; tl:le t~ts ot Calv-im.m. 

¼J'ee~ •o 1.'hi:>le lil'e ie -~ ·ammer to the chuge ~ aiibitien. Ho Jail' 

l."Ould ~ve mora enJo,Jed leai"Dcd lxt.i.eai.1.:'.o or men d.el.:J..S'bted in tl:.9 .1.Jiter­

coimoe of mr:1n of t~ tha.n lm. ?et ho deliberate]1' ge.ye h:1,s lif'e. to· t11s 

2 • ., . 
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OCIIDli.OD people. · Bis· dqs were spent; amcq tbe poor. Be set hiD&elt J;o 

bring the masses to Christ, and to that purpose ho "Hila faithfal tor JIIIQl'lt ~-

tba.D half' a -century. Wealth had no temptation for hill. Be ·gave .a~ a 

great fortune to the ·sutferi?Jg and d1st1'Css8d·. 'l'he violence of the mob 

and the fierce attacks ,;-,hich so mruv- years is~-ued fr0iil the press Dff8r 

caused him. to sworn from his WOll'k. Bis desire: 'WB.S to do goocl, <to do as 

much :£0l1 the salvation of the world as he oould, and do it in the be~ a:114 

'Wise.st wq. 

Resulta 

Z.S.ethodiam at the death of lf'eale;r· mmbered in Great Britaiil and. Ire.­

land ove1· seveutJ' thousai,;1. mambers. \'here 'lf01,'0 ~ thousam adherents 

in North American Col.onies,. Methodism bad ita cadre, not oJicy' of itJ.mr.a.Dt 

preachers and local prea.cheru,. ·but ot; class leaders, band l83dera, helpers, 

otewards, am sohool.tuarstGl'sJ ;it had •m.-etinga)' -class._etil,as• 

quarter~ meetiDgs , . love-feubs· aver· am above. itB ~ services-., 

NomiJJa.lll' it was onq an aggregation .of religiQUS ·societies org~ in 

,niriows centers. In the07.7 Vesley i,s .societ.ies· d:li'fered .t'ram. the r,st at 

that time o~ in so far as l1e mended a lo.'81caue not onlJ' to tbs- .A.n{(lioana · 

but to all those who were anxious to· ·r.1ee £ran the wrath to ·come. Slit in 

faot a church had famed in em"bl.70 within· ~ vomb of ~ Esu,,bl 1:sbnentt 

with John Vesl.q as its 'Visible head. 

The, teaahiz,g ot Mothodism, 1wi.th ~ts !ns;LstGraco en frusaliv,, modait7 ✓ 

.tn. dreas,. baJ-d work, am tbrli't, was a'J.read;r pJ.a;n.ztg 1ta Bllare :Lai tha 

eatab3:f~ of a sj;'Ul'di'1 ho.rd-vorldDg, and eventual.;q wll-to-clo i:i:IMle 

class .• 

I 
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J~ Wes:J.q saved Er,Ulan:1 fl'Oi?i the bench ~l.uticn-. Bo gave tbe 

neglected and -oppress&d sections ot the il~uni:tiJ· ideals, hopes., am o~ 

solatio.n for dist,::oss.. to say ~ cf a tra.im.ng iu• organization.. 'l'he 

Cla.s-aoa, Bands, Societies, m:J4 ·Ci1'CUl.ts all c~ntributed to· th8 fe~ 

that ea.ch i?Jd:i.vidual membel• had a persOB!ll. ro:sponsibilit.7 in the movamo:rn. 

John 1Jesley-gc.,re to :the poor J.ebwr.ar; the outC:J.st., am OY'Gt.\, 1;.he crim.ml. 

(re!orJJ113d), alo»gsido -the thrinl1G trad.o&ian and the intellectual.; a pl.ace 

to fill and a ~ob to do. l!'ol' pc1V'eri,y and pain, be ofi'ered: tbe consolaUoa 

of presant ocata.sy am tha pr:am1oe of future peace am salvation. Am 

there v~s tbe added oo~ola.tion that on:cy- (nth verr few excer~'li~<ms) the 

poor, overworked, o.ud ckr,mtrcxldea-could hope tor thaoe re\lal'db,. Tile riob: 

Jl1ieht ·liriur.i;ph for their three-score yeai•a am ten, bU.t b.V'cmd the grave we 

Just1co .. 


