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John ‘c.’esljm' replled to his brotherfs fears a.b::mt the ordinntions for Amexica
in 1764y "I firmly -believe I am o Seriptural episkopos, as mch as any man
in England or in Burcpe; for the uninterrupted succossion I know tec be a
fable; whkich no man ever did or cen prove.° Four years before he had cx-
preseed his conviction that he bad as mmech right to oxdain as to adninister
the Sacrament, Other ordinstions %o the ordinery work of the ministry in
hmerice, -Scotland, and cven in England followed.

The Wesleys had dome all they could to bind their Socletics to the
Coveel urging them to talke comsumion there, At en early date; however,
Hegley was coupelled o administer the Lord!s Supner to his own pecple in
London and Bristol, Charles was the first %o do thie on April 12, 1741, in
Kingewood Schoolrocme Although Wesley never wanted to separaie from the
Chvech of England, his Deed of Declaxation, hig crdinations, ané the licens-
ing of his chapels and preachers urder the provisicns of the Tolerstion Act .
show hat he wes more cereful for the contimiance of the work than for any
formnl connection with the Cinwch of England, Wesley took all possiblo care
that Methodism ghould nob perdish with his death, However, Weslsy'!s death
reroved the.lagt barricr to com:lete independence, and it wasu't long after
hig death that the Methodists separated from the Church of Engiend, Vesley
died on Wodnesday, Merch 2, 1791, at tho age of .83,

From the fivet Vesley strikes cnr-. as & man debermined to foxge. & weapon,
Ih woe nob encugh to be an ovangelist; he mush create and organine a move-
mont, Wesley was a man with stremgth of will; the power of resignation,
tireless energy, generosity of matura, stern principles, end & conviction of
the ong thing needful, He always road whila he rode horseback -to preach

181b4d.,, ps 5074
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some place,

When Yepley died he left behind him a rowerful reiigious body, Anglican
in its ingpiration, and for the most part in its membership, but ripe for
schigm, Wesley in foct wac the parent and the head of a great religious
organization., He wag not o greal organizer, To the end of his iife he re-
mainod the sole zource of authority in o movement thet wes contimially in
need of wobt-mumrsing; be must be here, there, and everywhere, or things began
tc go wrong,

Veslegy!s tours were indeed miscionary jowrneys, and he was alimys break-
ing Iresh grouni, Bub as the years go on Wegley's incessant round, without
ever geasing to be a miscionary journsy, takes on more and more the character
of a vastoral visitation, And 1t was a visitation; not merely of the loeal
officials, but of the members individually, The house-to-house visiting,
upon vhich he alvays lald emphasis, was a burden he himseli‘;' would share,
however grievous it might be to £losh and blood,

Wesley's self-chosen purish covered England, Wales, Scotland, and Ire-
lands but he found, evidently; a great variety of spiritual scil, whether
awong these or in England itself, Wales, whieh at first seemed promising,
went Colvinist under the influence of Howell Harris, Over Scctlsnd Wesley
gonbimied to spend much effort, but with little result, His appeal was
enoctional yather than inteliectual, and thess northernsrs, glubted with yuipit
theolozy, found little to admire in it, If Scotland was the weyside, Ireland
was the stony ground, in which congregations grew uw all too fast, to wither
avay no less unaccountably, In BEngland the countries of Yorkshive, Cormwall,
Durham, Iancashire, and Lincolnshire were strong in Socicties. There was a
constamt .and violent leaksge in the movement, with great variations in
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memborship, The movement did not grow steadily like a snmowball, it advanced
and recolled, Always Wesley had the task of £illing a lecky vescel, Meen-
while, he was conetently active in pwuning the local Societies of those un-
worthy members who were reported to him ag walking disorderly.

Tt has been said that there is scarcely a detail of Wesley's wonderfully
complcte system of which he can ;a'opez::ly be ecalled the originatm;, end
Soutley is probably xight in holding that he was considerably indebied to

R e
the Foravians; He did nob, indeed; reproduce that rather questionsble ex-~
pedient of Horavian discipline which emcoursged secret monitors to spy on
thelr brethren, However, the classes, originelly designed to eass the pay-
ment of subgeriptions, developed inte & system of close supérvision. Such an
unserupulous borrower as VWegley was would find no difficulty in first adopt-
ing end then adapbing the Moravian technique; he would go about the werld
preaching the New Birth after their fashion, but not insisting on the il
instantanocusness of its effects, with his own experience to guide him. It
does not follow that because his ovn comverzion puzzled him at the time,
Vesley would look back on it afterwards as a thing of nc importance,

When you were converted, when you experienced the New Birth, what did ~~
it mean? According to Wesley, that you were then and there conscious of
Christ having died for your sins, and of yourself as-then and there accepted
in Him; but nothing proved you would not have fallen awsy from that faith in
six monbl:;a' time, According to Whitefield, it gave you the conviotion that
you were irrevocably sealed for hoaven, How eculd it be supvosed that such
8 major misunderstanding could be hushed up, among the ravk and file of &
zovenent which was pledged to the doctrine of gonversion, which regarded tha'
very cirowmstance of comversion 23 an infallible guarantee of the cornvictions
thet came with it? During the whols period bebwesn 1740 and 1770‘., Methodism
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had two nmations in its womb: The inevitoble separaticn was only staved off
by the lmense respeot which the rival conbroversialists, Wesley and White-
field, bad for onc another; ageinst thelr own better judgment they poraisted
in txying te convince themselves that thsir differences wsre of minor
importance, HNever were theologians sc resolved t0 meke a molshill out of a
movntedin, For George Whitefield wes the co-founded of Mothodizm, and it
.wa.s nob Wesley, but Whiteficld; who started £field yweaching; who £irst sought
the aid of lay-preachers, who hsld the first Methodist Conference. It was
Woltelield who really set the movement going in the American colceniss, v,
Fletto calls Vhidtefield the grectest orator of the Revival,  But Whitefiold,
though an inspived orator; bad scmething cf the orator's wirsiiability, Ab
ops noment he will be sobbing his hesxrt oub over o reconciliation with dear
honovrsd v, Wesley; the next, he will be producing @ jemphlet against him,
In 177G, as in 1740, it was Hesley who broke the pcace, KHe wes no doubb
geoninsly disturbed by the scandsl of antinomianigm, nc doubt genuinely oon-
vinced thst the Calvinist preaching gave it a handle, The Wesleyon Gon-
fercoee of 1771 did in fact rspudiate the doetrine of salvation by works,
tut in gelf-icfense rather than in reczutation,

It would be imposaible to glaim thab the Church of England, by = procass
of gredual csbracism, drove Wesloy awoy from ite comnunicn. The cleavage
cans, nob from its side, but from Wesley and still more from his followars,
nT live and die & nesber of the Church of England," John Wesley wrote in
1790, end it was not until five years later that his follovers decidad by
a zajority to separate firom the establishment1® Wesley vas nob, perbaps;

lﬁm, -0_2- _e‘_ii“.i] P. 5(36:;
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rigidly logical in his notions of clmrch membership; you find hin receiving
corpamion at a Presiyberian servies in Bdinburgh and beptizing according to
the Preshyterian rite et Glasgow, yel wreaching from en Epiagopalien pulpit
at Banff, He had mede up his mind he would not goparate from the church,
only vaxy from it, Bul unqusstionsbly he bad, all his life, a Geep and
groving conviction that his socizties would rsvolt from the Anglican
allegionce; and in deing so becurs a dxy and formal secch; the shadow of theb
comviction darkened his declining yesrs. The question for secession waz up
before the Conference in 1755, 1758, 1761, and 1778, and althoigh theo men-
bers, under Weslayts infiuence, always returmed a degided pegetive, the
constant recurrence of ths theme tells its omm stoxy.

Insistence on loyellty tc the Church of England suited Wesieyls own
book, As long as he, Cher ﬂs,, ant Fletcher; with 2 handful of others, were
the only crdained clergymen connected with the sceicties, t.har.a wvas nob
ymuch denger of the ronk and file getiing .the upper hend; the bands and gom
vere ensugh to overawe them, But there were internijtont signs of restive-
ness enong the preachers, Some of the lay yreachers held the épeculative
view that any Christian might celocbrate the Sseraments, some putiing it into
rractice, The awkwerd thing was that :John Wesley himseif had doubts aboutb
the apostolic ‘succession; Bub whether eplscopacy were of Divine institution
or not, on cns point he was w::; remeinsd clear. Nobody bad a right to
nelcbrgte the Sacraments, Erasmus or ne Erasmus, as long as hs recoived no
enthorizaetion to do so, either from the Church of Englend cxr from Wesley
hinself, Wesley discarded the substanca of the spostilic succespion in
sending certein men to carzy on in Amorica, and the same in Scat.‘.la.nﬂ, but
not in England,-
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Wesley did hie boet %o ptimdote in his converts the anbitlon to
roach a higher stege in their spiriiusl carcers; it wes sometines called 7
“poxfection, ' sumetimes Ventire sanctification," btub more comuonly, ab
ieast by Wesley himself, "bolng revswsd in cve, 170

Wosley and the other prophete of the Ivangelical novement susceeded
in Imposing upon Moglish Chrigbianity a vattern of their owm, They suc-
cecded in idenbifying religion with & xoal or sucposed experience--rszl L
or supposed, because in ths mniure of things you cannct prove tiis validity
of axy tronce, viglon, or ecsbasy; it ranmaing swsething within the mind,
S5till Jess can you prove the validity of o lifelong Christ-ing;dred abti-
tude; in the lact resort, all if pruves is tiwy certuin peychalogical
influences are strong enough %o ovorecame, in @ given caszc, &ll the tempta-
tions towards backsliding which o ¢ynicel worid affords,  Baglend of the
carly ninotesnth cenbury wis. comsibited to a religimm of . experiente; you
did not base your hopss on thig or that doctrinal calawlation; you lmaw,

Wesley must have failled, hod he not possessed unlimited energy, a
genius for adminilstration, and the power e dmpose his wiil on the wast
geatiered orgarizabtion. He huilt uwp his orgunizaticn on autccratic lines,
Tt ic said thah Wesley had very littie originality, His orgenizaticn was
built up on ideas boxrowed from obther socisties, This may be true, axd
the details of Mothedlst organization mey nob have been original, but surely
the result was ovigimal, Ths axchiteet docs not iuvent his bricks, bub his
work as & whole may be originel though every detail in that work is
borrowed, Wesley had one swre sign of genlusy the power to redognize ab a
glence the things thuat were worth imitating, adapting; or borrowing, Wesley

20Tbid,, pp. 540 £.
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vas not only quick to adopt what was geod; he was always equally ready to
dipcard what was bad, Few religicus leaders heve shovm more rozdiness to
bs guided by experience, WVersley was a progmatist. Ho treated theories,
not as avswers to problems, enswers in which he- could rest, but as instru-
ments with which to hammer out tho desired result, He was prepared %o
sacrifice any theory which cramped his evaengelicsl activities, His pre-
Judices against extemporary prayer were the first to be shed. He disliked
{icld preaching, but he was converted bty the test of praciical results, He
also loved digcipline and ordé;- end disgliked irregularities. BEvery step
on the road to schism cost him a peng, He did nobt Like exbe?.z.orary FTayer,
he did not Like field jxeaching, he did not like appointing lay yweachsrs,
and be did not like ordaining Dr. Coke. In all these cases, hiz sense of
vocation triws;hed over his ccclesiastical prejudices. -

Wesley had no difficulby in discovering a rrinitive précedent for the
origin of his own sceicties. These sceleties arcse, ac we have seen; from
the potural deegire of the new corverts to be united more closcly for
mutuni help and snooursgament. Wesley poinbe owb that those to whom the
apostles preached ware mostly Jows or heathens,

But 2s soon as eny of them were s8¢ convinced of the truth, as to

forseke sin and seek ths gospel of salvation, they immediztely

Joined then together, toock an account of their newes, advised them

%o watch cver each other, and mst these catechumens (as thay were

then called), apart from the great congregation; that they might

instruet, rebuke, exhort, oxi. .1'H'.i.'hh them, and for them accord-
ing %o their psveral nccessitics.~—
The Iove Feasts corvesponded to the Azepse and the VWatch Nights to the
Vigilae of the Early Church, and the visitors to the sick to the anclent

ABacons , 'Wor what,# asks Wesley, "was Fhosbe the Deaconess bul such a

£lipon, op. it pe 171,
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visitor to the sickpne®

Yeelcy believed.that from childhocd upward every cnorgy should be
focused apd every moment concentrabed o the one thing widch mattered in
ilfe; salvation from bhs wrath to come, Ib woz a glocwy deprossing croed,
one vlich divorced grace from mature, and joy from Ged. VWesleyls attitude
to ¢lage diptinctions is yet another iliustration of hig indifference %o
41l stondords, excepting the otermal, * For covery hour thot raszed, Wesley
felt it peccssary to account as ascuratoly ae & bank elerk fur svery
dollioy pald over the cownter., Wesley's irritable coumeiis on the xich
camwob bz explained by exvy. He did not envy them thelr wsalth, for such
uoney as he hiwself nmade, he gave aweys He had no rsascen o envy thsm
thoiyr birth or breeding, for he himgelf vas o scholsr and & gentleman, The
rich ivritated him bscause of his wnresting rrececupation with ths problem
of selvatlon, Hs feolt abcut the rich a kind of despair, Their monsy made
it su czgy for them to auploit the pleacures of this world; that it was
difficult to porsunde them to concentrate on the business of salwation from
the wrath to comes:

Wosley had little use for myetics and quistists, for be eculd not
square such theories with the necessity of good works and the need for each
man to be active in winuing his own saivaticn. For similer rccscns, and
becamss of his Selief in God's infinite mcrgy and forgivensgs; ke could nch
accepl the tensts of Calvinism,

Vesley's whols lifc ie ap answer to the charge of ambition. NNo man
wouid have more enjoyed learmed loisure oy mere delighied in tle inter-
course of msn of talent thon be, Yol be deliberately gave his life to the

&Tbid., p. 171,
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comzon people, - His days were spent among the poor. He set himsslf to
bring the masses to Christ, and to that purpose he was faithful for more
than half a century. Wealth had no temptetion for him, He gave awey a
great fortune to the suffering and distressed, The violence of ths mob
and the fiarce attacks which so many years iscued from the press never
caused him to gworve from his work, His desire was to do good, to do as
moch for the salvation of the world as ho could, and do it in the best and
wigest way.

Resuits

Methodism at the death of Wesloy numbered in Great Britain and Ire-
land cver seventy thousand members, There were slxbty thousand adherexts
in North American Colonies, Hethodism had its cadre, not only of itinerant
preachers and local preachers, but of class leadsrs, band leaders, helpers,
stewards, and schoolmasters; it had band-meetings, class-meetings,
quarterly meetings, love-fezsts over and above iis ordinary services,
NHominally it was only an sggregetion of religicus sceieties organized in
varicus cenmters, In theory Wesleylis sociecties differed from the rest ab
that time only in so far as he extended e wolcome not only to the Anglicans -
but to all those who were amxious to flee from the wrath to come, Bubt in
fact a church had formed in embryo within the womb of the Establishment,
with John Weagloy as its wvlsible head.

The teaching of Methodism, with its insistence on frugelity, modesty
in dregs, hard work, and thrift, was already playing its share in the
establislment of a sturdy, hard-working, and sventually well-to-do middle

v

class,
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John Wesgley saved England from the French Revoluticn, He gave the
neglected and opyressed sections of the cowrunity ideals; hopes,; and gson-
solation for distress, to say nothing of = training in-orgenization, The
Clagues, Bands,; Societles, snd Cliecuits all contributed %o the fecling
that esch individual member had a personal rosponsibility in the nmovemont,
John Vesley gave to the pooxr lzboursr, the cubcast, and oven the criminal
(reformad), alongside the bhwiving tradesman apd the intellectual; a place
10 i1l and a job to do, Tor poverty and pain, he offered the consclation
of present ccstasy and ths promise of future pesce and salvation, And
there was the added consclation that enly (with very few exceptions) the
poor, overworiked, and doumtrodden could hope for those revards., The rich
might triwagh for thelr threc-score years and tem, but boyond the grave was
Justice, |




