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‘Galatians 2320 £,

I have been crucified with Christ; it 1s no longer I

who live, but Christ who lives in me; and the life I

g R AT R T

l
_?‘i‘i‘i%ii:::m“":;:m&;’ A valet e
purposc.

Tuo sntithetical intorpretations of the Gospel, one
which is false«~juatifioction by the lawe-«and the ona which
i3 the truth-=justifiostion by grace-form the framework of
Paul's Epistle to the Galatians. <This passage contains the
essence of the epistle. <o seek justification by the works
of the law, says Feul, is to rejéct the grace of God. Chrise
tlanity 1s not a religion of law. "I do not [by e religion
of law and worké] nullify the grace of Sod.® (v, 21)

The passage emphaaﬁea diving the kind of life that God
wants, & life lived for Gofl, but, .and_ it is a big "but," it
is no longer I who live, but Chriat who lives in me; and the
life I mow live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of
God, who loved me and gave himself for me." Works do not -
save, but the grace in Christ which saves must produce worka.
It is o matter of cause and effect. Firat comes gracej thnn
comes the life., ILuther remarked concerning verse 19, "The

tree makes the apple; the spple does not make the tree."®

' Sjartin Luther, A Commentary on St. Paulls %gistle o
Galatiens, abri&g?d EransIation from the latin by

T?; ore Graebner (Third edition; Grand Replds: Zondervan

Publishing House, n.d.), D. 79.
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Ephesians l:4-~8.

toab 5 sluld be Doty Ead Dlsteiees forers nige e

dootinses us In love €5 De Wls sons Through Jesus Ohrist,

eccording to the purpose of his will to the prailse of
his glorious grsce (74s XAp/7os } which he freely be-
stowed (< X«#p /7woer) on us in the Beloveds In him

we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness .

of our tyespasses, accoxding to the riches of his grace

(Ts,s Xﬂi/a +705 ) which he lavished upon us,

This is e rioh and interesting passagoe. Both the elece
tion and redemption of sinful men by Scd are brought sbout
by the riches of His grace. These mighty cosmic interventions
of God in the lives of men were done "in love," "to the praise
of hia glorious grece,” end "according to the riches of his
grace.”

The dynamic in:paet of God's will upon mortel fleah is
completely Christocentric. Hote the many phrases referring
to Christ in verses three to nine of Ephesians chapter one:
"Father of our Lord Jesus Christ® and "in Chriat™ (v. 3) end
in hia® (ve 4)3 "through Jesus Christ, according to the pur-
pose of his will" (v. 6); "to the praise of his glorious
grace® and "in the Beloved” (v. 6)3 "in him," "redemption
ghrough his blood,” and "his grace" (v. 7)3 end "in Christ®
(ve 9)s This is the foundation and content of How Testament
)/af/.u 3 o

Whether ethicel astion and sanctification are directly
connected to Xﬂff/o /5 in this passsge is uncertsin. The drift
of the thought is thet God "chose us ., + » that we should be

holy end blemeless before him . . o through Jesus Christ ¢ o o




e7.
to the pralse of his gloricus grace.” If "holy arnd bleamee
lose® (of //’ous et 0}4“’,« ov5) refer to senctification end .
the living of the Christian 1ife; this action wonld quite
clearly be connscted with (God's grace here, It is an exege=
ticel question.whether Paul here has in view the standing
of the bellevers or thelr ghsracter, whether he is thinking
of them as being justified in the sight of God or chosen for
regenoration and senctiflcation. Commsentators aro not agresd
in their answer to this p:-oblam, and there is sound suppo:'b
on both sides.? Westoott mobtes that the additlon of o Vi Y-
/r)n:;rw.s to 5’/’1 oUS Al cé/u nywa in the parallel passage
of Col. 1:82 givea the passage a definite moral and ethical
soloring there.i? The adjestive q”/qa:/ua.i may mean both "withe
out blame" and g1 thout blemish,” but both senses may have
ethical appl&oationa.u Justiﬁcat!.on and sanotification
are probably both included in the phrase. _

Some interpreters place the words Ev 07’,';\17?7 at the end
of verae four ("holy and blameless in love”) instead of ab
the beglnning of verse five ("He destined us in love"). For
exesmple, both Salmond and Westoott do this whereas the Revised
Standard ‘le:-aion and Festle's text connest zv etfﬂm-‘] with

9% . Robertson Nicoll, The ositor's Greek Testament
(Grsnd Repiést Wam. B. Eerdmans o triarra TG Coes I06L), ¥ils
249 f£o

10p, ¥, Westeott, St 2aul's Epistle to the Ephesians
(Grend R;p!.dal Wm, B. Eom —E'Fusim'r . 00ep 1 U%F',T. .-

1lyicoll, 10cs S
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vorse five. The former punctustion would make: 1% men's

9 / 3
a(/vm'7 instead of God's end would edd to the ethical foree
of this verss. '

Westoott makes this helpful comment whioh brings. out
the ethical aspect of this passage:

The gracs of Yod ia, a8 is explalined in the next clause,
the free and bounteoua goodneas with whioch He has visited
us in His 3ens The glory of this grace is the manifes=
tation of its power as men are enabled to perseive it.
Bach fresh manifestation oslls. out a fresh acknowledgee
ment of its surpassing excellence, Christisns therse
fors in whonm it ia effechive are set to reveal the pere
feotions of Uhriste-the Son mode known in the meny sonsee
and by revealing them, to call ou‘iethe thankful edora-
tion of men. Compare Fhil. 1:11, :

At any rate, whatever the chlef emphasis of 57/'005' qu\:
c';(,u, w fLOoUS may be end wherever £V ;I,v('ﬂ'}{ correctly be=
longs, both grace as favor and grace as ethieal power in
that favor are evident hers, #11 praise is attributed to
/
this grace, this ){ 01/0 /S 4
Ephesians £:3-10
Ariong these we all once lived in the passions of our
flesh, following the deslres of body and mind, and 80O
we were by nature children of wrath, like the rest of
mankind, “ut God, who is rich in merey, out of the
great love with which he loved us, even when we were

deed through our trespassgs, made us slive togethse with
Christ (by grace. [ye o7/ ’sou have Deen se Fﬁ] 4 %

A
Palased us up with and made with him in the
Eeavanfy-ﬂﬁcea_ In'?iﬁ;-igt Jesus ,i%b%éfii'?ﬁerng?ms
ages he might show 3 asurable richesa o S grace
(s Yeos705 ) i e B A
For: by ‘g-aoe ( ‘/ ¢T¢ ) you heve been saved through
faith; and this ig not your own doing, it is the gift

mﬂéatonﬁ;, ORe i!,._lz-. pPe 10. : “ |



of God=-not because of works, lest any men should boast,
For we are his workmanship, ¢ eat in Christ Jesus for

%ﬁd wgrke,mg_hiqg God gmgre orehend, that we s

The power of God is mentioned in the last part of chape
ter one in connection with Christ’s resurrection and exal-
tation, In tt;a firat verses of chapter two the raising of
the Ephas_si'ans from the death of sin in accomplished by the
sam@ power. Thls power also pours itself forth in a graclous
new life cleansed from sin and abounding in good works,

X c;/a +s dominates this passage as the source of energy
for all the good that is mentloned. The term ia used three
timea in the parsgraphe=-in verses three and eight as the
instrument of salvation ("by grace you have been saved”) and
in vorse seven the “richss ~of his grace” sro spoken of as
shown in "the coming eges” es & result of God's meking us
elive with Him (G'Ulfej'wa hw7 oTev ), ralaing us up with Him
(rrw7 Jye(pEV ), and making us to sit with Him in the heavenly
ple.eeo in Christ Jesus (6‘01’5”“9“"” )e

Again in this paasage the whole concept of Xq';d /15 1s
intimately linked to the person and work of Jssus Christ.
Hote the phrases: ' "with Christ” (v. 5)3 "gith him,® and
®4n Christ Jesus" (v. 6)3 "in Christ Jesus" (ve 7)s and "in
Christ Jesus® (v. 10)s Also there are snalogies to Chriat's

ﬁtonl.ng work in the phrases: "made us alive together with
Christ,” "reised us up with him,” end "made us sit with him
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in heevenly places,"i3.

Wihether there 1s in the first part of this psssage a
reference to good works and sanotified Christian living dee
ponds lergely upon the interpretation of a‘vvsfwow'ol'y CEV,
U'UW/')’G'/E vV, and oVUVE nabiaev « The justification of the
sinner 1s undoubtedly the primary moaning here., The Colose
sians perallel (2:12 f,) assoclates quickening with the fore
glveness of sias and the blotting out of the handwriting.
But when we see that there is a contrast in this passage be-
tween the old -life of worldly luats end the Christian's new
life, we see that this quickening includes regeneration. It
is ths giving of & new 11fe of imputed righteousness ss well
as the power for righteous living. A word like C V¥ ')Iye (pev
probably involves many thingss~conversion, a moral resurrec=
tion, and the future hodily.r_asuwection.l;‘ The chief eme
phagis remains, however, on the believer!s total union with
Christ,

. Weatocott compares the -r\o 5ﬂ£/e/94)s\ov w\ou'-ras -ris
Xof/:'ro-s @aUTad of this passage to 7o Gwaf/dé \\vv/as'yegos
"r;;-s [W"f}l—lw-‘ otuTed of 1310 and comments, "His grace core

respondas with His power, "1

13me close connection between y%2/' and the person
and work of Christ is very evident in many of the passages
disouased in this thesis. It 1s to be t:;mm:ei-edt;hut even
though the emphasis ls not elways poin out in these pages,
it 18 usually present in the passages and always implied by 7(4/,:.

14§10011, op. oit., pp. 287 £. OCf. also Rom, 13:11 ff.
1byestoott, op. cit., p. 32.
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Although Xq’,’ﬂ /$ - 18 not mentioned in verse ten, the good
works Poul speaks of there are ths object of Sod’s grace
mentioned in verses three, seven, and eight. %he connection
is mede by a )fv(;o « "For we are his workmesnship created in
Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand
that we should welk in them." Tral'y M, "f:orlnnanshlp;" ro=-
feras to en actuel meking, Christians are made by God’s grece
for good works., Salmond commentss '

good works belng the gbject |sie|l to which the new ore-

lie ourselves then having been orsated anew by God, end
ation looked, not the cause JEE? led to it; all muast

be of grace, not of deeds (e./o TCNV ), end there can be

no yroom for boastinge o o » at they are of Ged's

origination, and not of our own action and merit, is
implied in the fact that we had ourselves to be made

a new creabtion in Christ with a view to them.

Although the power for good works is in God's grace,
Christians are not mechine-like automatons involuntarily
doing good., Ho necessity constrains the Christian, but "in
Christ” and by God's grace he fulfills his part and by true
gservice realiges his freedom. <he passage closes with the
words, "that we should walk in them,” ZThis brings us face
to face with one of the greatest apparent paradoxes of the
Christisn faithe-the existence of man’s complete freedom and
God's sovereign grece side by side. Lewis Sperry Chafer's
words do not resolve but do explain the paradox. <hey can

also summarize the discusalon of this passago.

J'GNIBOJ.]-. OP e s_}_ﬁo. pe 290,




