
Concordia Seminary - Saint Louis Concordia Seminary - Saint Louis 

Scholarly Resources from Concordia Seminary Scholarly Resources from Concordia Seminary 

Bachelor of Divinity Concordia Seminary Scholarship 

6-1-1954 

The Relationship Between the Concept of CHARIS and The Relationship Between the Concept of CHARIS and 

Santification in the Epistles of Paul Santification in the Epistles of Paul 

Harold W. Scheibert 
Concordia Seminary, St. Louis, ir_scheiberth@csl.edu 

Follow this and additional works at: https://scholar.csl.edu/bdiv 

 Part of the Biblical Studies Commons 

Recommended Citation Recommended Citation 
Scheibert, Harold W., "The Relationship Between the Concept of CHARIS and Santification in the Epistles 
of Paul" (1954). Bachelor of Divinity. 421. 
https://scholar.csl.edu/bdiv/421 

This Thesis is brought to you for free and open access by the Concordia Seminary Scholarship at Scholarly 
Resources from Concordia Seminary. It has been accepted for inclusion in Bachelor of Divinity by an authorized 
administrator of Scholarly Resources from Concordia Seminary. For more information, please contact 
seitzw@csl.edu. 









—
 

—
—
e
e
e
E
o
E
 

25 

‘Galatians 2:20 f. 

I have been crucified with Christ; it is no longer I 
who live, but Christ who lives in me; and the life I 
now live in the sh I live by faith in the Son of 
tod," who loved me at gave himself for me, I do not 

flostioa were throug thé tov, then Christ died to no” 
* purpose « : 

Two antithetical interpretations of the Gospel, one 

which is falise-- justification by tho lawesand the one which 

is the truth-«justifioation by grace+eform the framework of 

Paul's Epistle to the Galatians. ‘This passage contains the 

essence of the epistle. “4o seek justification by the works 

of the law, says Paul, is to reject the grace of God. Chrise- 

tianity is not a religion of lew. "Z do not [by a religion 

of law and works| nullify the grace of God." (v. 21) 

Tho passage euphacines living the kind of life that God 

wants, @ life lived for God, but, and it is a big "but," "it 

4s no longer I who live, but Christ who lives in me3 and the 

life I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of 

God, who loved me and gave himself for me." Works do not -- 

gave, but tho grace in Christ which saves must produce works. 

It ts @ matter of cause and effect. First comes grace; then 

comes the life. Luther remarked concerning verse 19, "The 

tree makes the apple; the apple does not make the tree."8 

  

Suartin Luther, A Commentary on St. Paul's Epistle t 
ae Galatiens, abridged translation from the La 

@ i ore Graebner (Third edition; Grand Rapids: ‘Zondervan 
Publishing House, n.d.), p. 79.   
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Ephesians 124-6. 

Ghat we sould be boly pil blameless berere igen ue 7 
destined us tn love to be his ans through Jesus Christ, 
according to the purpose of his will to the praise of 
his glorious greece (77s 740/725 ) which he freely be~ 
stowed (2 Xa /7woear) on us in the Beloved. In him 
we havo, redemption through his blood, the forgivenesa . 
of our trespasses, according to the riches of his grace 
(77s XP ‘70S ) which he lavished upon us. 

This is @ rich and interesting passage. Hoth the elec 

tion and redemption of sinful man by God are brought sbout 

by tho riches of His grace. These mighty cosmic interventions 

of God in the livea of mon were done "in ilove," "to the praise 

of bie glorious grace,” and “according to the riches of his 

grace e" 

The dynamics impact of God's willl upon mortal flesh ia 

completely Chriatosentric.. Note the many phrases referring 

to Christ in verses three to nine of Ephesians chapter one: 

“Yather of our Lord Jesus Christ" and “in Christ" (ve 3) and 

fan him” (ve 4)3 “through Jesus Christ, according to the pur~ 

pose of his will" (v. 5); "to the praise of his glorious 

grace® and "in the Beloved” (ve 6)3 "in him,” "redemption 

through his blood,” and "his grace" (v. 7)3 and “in Christ® 

(ve 9) This is the foundation and content of New Testament 

4 13 8 

Whether ethical action and sanctification are directly 

connected to x4, /3 in this passage is uncertain. ‘The drift 

of the thought ie thet God “chose us . » » that we should be 

holy and blemeless before him . . « through Jesus Christ « e e 
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to the praise of his glorious grace.” If "holy and blame-. 

Lese®™ (of pious Hei Ape eb pe ovS5} refer to senctification end . 

the Living of the Christian life, this action would quite 

clearly be connected with God's grace here. I¢ is an exege- 

tical question. whether Paul here has in view the standing 

or the believers or their chsractor, whother hoe is thinking 
  

of them ss being justified in the sight of God or chosen for 

regeneration and senctification. Commentators aro not asresd 

in their answer. to this problem, and there is sourd eee 

on both sidese% Westcott notes that the addition of avs /- 

Ady revs to ay OUS Mok! Cy wipe v5 in the parallel passage 

of Col. 1:22 givea the passage a definite moral end ethical 

coloring there.29 ‘The adjestive fp wspros may mean both "withe 

out blame" and "without blemish,” but both senses may have 

ethical applications 22 Justification and sanctification 

are probably both included in the phrase. 

Some interpreters place the words év ayo y at ‘the end 

of verse four ("holy and blameless in love") instead of at 

the beginning of verse five ("He destined us in Jove"). For 

exemple, both Salmond and Yestoott do this whereas the Revised 

Standard ‘Version and Nestle's text connect ev aremy with 

  

%%. Robertson Nicoll, The Expositor's Greek Testament 
(Grand Repiést ‘Wm. B. Eerdmans Fab TsEtng Cot Coe, L001), lily 
249 Zo 

10g, ¥, Westcott, St. Paul's Epistle to the Ephesians 
(Grand Repidss Yim. Be Box minaat Fibhisning 6 Coe, 2 er LBB Ty Be Be 

Jlyicoll, Joos      
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Verse five. The former punctuation would make: 1% man's 
2 4 rs 4 LY ATE instead of God's and would edd to the ethical force 

of this verse. 

Westcott makes this helpful comment which brings. out 

the ethical aspect of this passage: 

The grace of “od ia, as is explained in the next clause, 
the free and bounteous goodness with which He has visited 
us in His Son. The glory of this grace ia the manifes= 
tation of its power as men are enabled to perseive it. 
Hach fresh manifestation calls. out a fresh acknowledges 
went of its surpassing excellence. Christians thers- 
fors in whom 1% is effective are set to reveal the pere 
fections of Shrist-e«the Son made known in the meny sonseq 
and by revealing them, to call oug the thankful edora- 
sion of mene Compare Phil. 1:11. 3 

At any rate, whatever the chief emphasis of ap rous: Kes 

Ope wf ous may be and wherever é/ 4 ydmry correctly be« . 

longs, both grace as favor and grace as ethical power in 

that favor are evident here, Ali praise is attributed to 

this grace, this X a 1S 6 

Ephesians 2:5-10 

Anong these we all once dived in the passions of our 
flesh, following the desires. of body and mind, and so 
we were by nature children of wrath, like the rest of 
mankind, “ut God, who is rich in marcy, out of the 
great lave with io he loved UB Sree wo. vere ae 
deed through our trespasses, made us elive to er wi 
Christ (by grace.[y42-7 4] you have been sa Seay - z 
Paised with and: made with bim in the 
pater inoen Ta Chet st Jesus SE See eet 
ages he might show the asurable riches of his grace 
(ons XG : Tos ) an kindaeee or us in Christ Jesus. 
For. by Coase ( +7 ¢ ) you heve been saved thro 
faiths and this. is. not. your own doing, it is the gift 

R88 ERATE, OPT , 

IWiestoott, Ope Gites Pe 10. 
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of God-«not because of works, lest any man should boast. 
For we are his workmanship, creeted in Christ Jesus for 
e08 Youkge whieh Goa prepare eforehand, that we s 

The power of Sod is mentioned in the last part of chape : 

ter one in connection with Christ's resurrection and exal- 

tation, In the first verses of chapter two the raising of 

the Ephesians fron the death of sin in accomplished by the 

sano power. This power also pours itself forth in a gracious 

new life cleansed from. sin and abounding in good works. 

X dp 75 Gominates this passage as the source of energy 

for all the good that 1s mentioned. The term is used three 

tines in the paragraphe-in verses three and eight aa the 

instrument of salvation ("by grace you have been saved") and 

in verse seven the "riches of his grace” are. spoken of as 

shown in "the coming ages" as ea result of God's making us 

elive with Him (ouveto evelgeeV), raising us up with Bim 

(ouv aye (pev }, and making us Fe sit with Him in the heavenly 

pieces in Christ Jesus (cuvexadrcev), 

Again 4n this passage the whole concept of Xap 4S is 

intimately linked to the person and work of Jesus Christ. 

Note the phrases: “with Christ” (v. 5); "with him," and 

"4n Christ Jesus" (ve 6)3 “in Christ Jesus" (ve 7)3 and "in 

Christ Jesus" (ve 10). Also there are analogies to Christ's 

atoning work in the phrases: "made us alive together with 

Christ,” "raised us up with him,” and "made us sit with him  
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in heavenly pleces."25. 

Whether there is in the first part of this pessage a 

reference to good. works and sanotified Christian living de«: 

  

ponds largely upon the interpretation of ovr cfwome 7) GEV, 

guvyysipev, and cuveraDicev, the Justification of the 
sinner is undoubtedly the primary moaning here, The Colose 

sians parallel (2:12 f.) associates quickening with the for- 

giveness of sins and the blotting out of the handwriting. 

But when we see that there is a contrast in this passage be- 

tween tho old -life of worldiy lusts and the Christian's new 

life, wo see that this quickening includes regeneration. It 

is tho giving of a new 11if6 of imputed righteousness as well 

as the power for righteous living. A word like cur yye(ev 

probably involves many things«-conversion, a moral resurrece 

tion, and the future bodily resurrection.“ The chief en- 

phasis remains, however, on the believer's total union with 

Christ. 

 Westeott compares the 7o U7 Ep fox >»ov 7X 0vTOS 74s 

Lapites aUT0U of this passage to 70 Free sa \eov neyebeos 

THs Suvdy. €wS ouToU of 1:19 end comments, "His grace cor 

vesponds with His power,"25 

  

13me close connection between apis and the person 
and work of Christ is very evident in many of the passages 

discussed in this thesis. It is to oe Pobieor ae ha tc, oven 

though the emphasis ia not always poin out in these pages, 

it is agually present in the passages and always implied by Helo1s« 

14yicoll, op. cit., pp. 287 f. Cf. also Rom. 15:11 ff. 

l5westoott, op. cit., pe 52. 
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Although XP ‘§ is not mentioned in verse ten, the good 

works Peul speake of there are ths object of Sod's grace 

mentioned in verses three, seven, and eight. The connection 
4 

4s made by a ye « “For we are his workmanship created in 

Christ Jesus for good works, which God propared beforehand 
d ' 

that we should walk in them." Tos 1/O 5 “workmanship,” re= 

fers to an actual meking, Christians are made by:God's grease 

for gocd works. Salmond comments: 

Vie ourselves then having been created anew by God, and 
good works being the object |sic| to which the new cree 
ation looked, not the cause jfhat led to it, all mist 
be of grace, not of deeds 7 2 ee ), and there can be 
no room for boastinge o o » at they ere of God's 
origination, and not of our own action and morlt, is 
imolied in the fact that we had ourselves to be made 
a new creation in Christ with a view to them. 

Although the power for good works is in God's grace, 

Christians are not machins-like automatons involuntarily 

doing good. No necessity constrains the Christian, but “in 

Christ” and by God's grace he fulfills his part and by true 

service realizes his freedom. ‘he passage closes with the 

words, "that we should walk in them.” ‘This brings us face 

to face with one of the greatest apparent paradoxes of the 

Christian faithe=the existence of man's complete freedom and 

God's sovereign grace side by side. Lewis Sperry Chafer's 

words do not resolve but do explain the paradox. “hey can 

also summarize the discussion of this passage. 

  

16yzc012, ope Gites De 290.    


