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OD.APrEa I 

~UClION A.'JD aarlIQUE. 08 DR. N<IUIAI mrom 
PEALE1S CONCEPl OF Pil'?B 

Introd11etion 

Dr. Ncmnan Vinasni Peale. has been heraldad f1'a:ll aoaat to coast 

in the United States aE one of the most outstanding alegman of ,this 

modern d81'• Books0 magazines, .end D8t18papera t.voughout tbe G01JlU'al"J' 

con'M.nua i;o Oor.t',f hie thought and h1s fame to m1lUona of Americana, 

t·:ih:lle he meets thmu more personall;sr through the ~um of radio and 

television. Dr. Peale bas iDtlu.euced th$ livee and tbia!d:ng ot .people 

frau all 't7al.k:3 of life. 

file p~ct of th1s thesis is to U'IIDl1-ua the concept of £aitll as 

it :ls presented iu. the uritinsa of Dr. N01"1D8D v. Peale. fbia chal)t,er 

nlll include a critique of Dzi. Peale 1a aoncept of faith. b bod;r of 

this papar v'hich fQllows vill discuss l)r • . ~•a baokgl'ound and gmeral 

approach to religion, bia definition of taith, the means by' mi,ch one 

co.11es into posaeaaion of this :f'ait.111 and mat the .nsolto and benaf1te 

o:r this faith are. !he~ pnserited is baaed cm Dr. Peale's oun 

writings, same of dlich have aah1ned best seller status. 1'he ~tar 

of this paper 1s suare of the feet that as this ezem1n~on :la 'be1ng 

ili'itten, mora mterial :Is being .- a,,a:11 ab'8 by the ael.ebratec1 paatoZ' 

of the 'Mari>le Collagiate QaUJ'Ch 1n 1w' York Ci\f • leelidng the aab.,1oct 

raatter to be taken fltom a cout9!11p01"8l"J' pan, he proaeeds to otta an 

objeot1'1'8 Tin ot D:r•-Peale •a ooncapt; ot faith. 
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Orlt:1.quo of Dr. Hannan V • Peale 1s Caaac:,pt at Faith 

As Ohap·cc .met this thasLo point& out. Dr. llomm ViDceDb Peal.o's 

concopt of faith is bomd up 'Hi.th bis th1nkb:!g cm ObrlsUaitu am 

~ :In gGIJm"al. 111.ch of t1br., Dre -Peal.e SQ'S of faith 1s VIZBe 

Hca'rV'81'1 it :ls oft.en d:L..-Pf:i.cult to detezmine ubat hG mama uheD usiDg tha , 
tSl'E. lie wey-~ apaaka of faith 1n tEm1is of belief :In a 

B:l.gl1ED.1' i'ORl', belief in cmeselt', belief 1n othe:rs, but mvur does a 

wri.ta of faith 1n the BU1TC3ring end e.tcm:Jng Christ. lt :ta ,mat be daas 

not my that leaves the reader idtb much to be daaiftld. b Gospel. is 

ob.SCUl'0d. Faith 1s an attitude, a '5JOif81', a WZ'?mb1e pr:lnc:l:p.'ls1 but it 

i s not ilhat just:lftBs cmo :ln tho preaance of the livJJJg God. 'rbere :1.s 

e. com tillent, an assent to and confidence in tbG objects at ta1.th alone. 

Bot-4-avor., tb1o ccmmiaent laak!I real ~ of the ob~eata of faith. 

Iiuri.hCD."Jlore, bis com:ept does mt have aa the cputaDt; am object at 

faith tliali of mich tm Har Te~ epeaka. Om .f1nda tbat faith 

laclci.1Jg1 uhich holds to ~ tbo Incumte San ot Gad tfho lived a 

perfect lite, d1Gid1 l'08e t.rom the dead, sits at the right hlk"'Ui of God 
l 

and will cme again in ~. 

Dr. Pea1.o davel.op1 to a great degN8 :Ln 1da 1tl'!:tdnga tbs ll8ID8 by 

lAlioh one can came into po8808sl.an ot faith as he ocmae:l.wa it. JD tact, 

the n~ at h8dDg faith 1a m,pbna1Md1 :In addition to tlla 11J1a11D 

ot Chriat.1.an 11.v:l!Jg :la geue:Nle Ohapt;ar IV of th1.e theaie 'br.lDga mt; 

tho teclmlqaas 1:Jh1ch :or. Peals ad9ancn tor cca:I.Dg iuta poneaat.aa of 

1ct. Banana, ohapteN wi, am othar panaaascxmce:nd.Ds faith m 
the Rn Teatammit. . 
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the faith about uhich he speaks and vrlteG• Dr. Peale, ~ f1'cm 

a bac.lojround ot Defcmm theolog;, mnr ~ lJOl'd am ~ aa 

the mesns ot ~.aoel). He has no such ~t. Bather, in order to ba'V9 

fai'Gh ona mad s:b;Jpl.y to 11hav8 fei~n ~ h!mael.f to God, ba.Ueue 

trith his <T-m pcmar to bslieve, ntu~te b:ls mind with potd.t.tw fai:t,h 

concepts, and make a ~ use o:r pmyer t3Cl:miqaea. 
2 

I 

Ohapt91' V of th1.a thesis dGa1a wlth the nSDlts am benaf1ta 'lhiah 

faitil br'J.Dgs to those uho poasaaa 1-t. ThallS effects azre prmiaad 

thraagllOUt the m-itinga of Dr. Poole• One cannot &q- tbat raJJ' of thee 

rasults are posaible am p:rot-ltable and do OOC1Zl' in the li.vea o'l I18.Dj" 

people. Certai.n.1,-' it is true tbat Dr. Peal.e's m-itings1 ocm,991]1-ng, 

al'!.l lh~eacbi?Jg, have dona much to h.el., people uol,a thm' prob1au of 

dai..~ l:1.fe. 04 the a~ band, ,ma~ is mt sud~ again of peat' 

importmce. lfith Gl.1 ot t!J.e diaoWlslcm. of faith am lts effect- in 

tt-.a words o.t' nr~ Peale,. cma 11nds a lack ot tho Gospel var., 1i1"4Ch in 

ev:idmca. 'l'hB tal'nd.nalogy o£ the Ooapel :I.a -~ used. Ho.sev61'1 

tbs oftects of the ~'Nllf3aa of sins, life.t aDd sl:taticm :1n 

Christ alone-ere ccmapicuou bJ' their abeam:e. A def:lnite approach to 

hedmdm. can be ~ ~ ht.a 1:J'OZ'De 

Dr. Peale ma dODe much to help people. b Bee!£1a mpat has 

~ en.t.i.tled a foaimo articla on Dr. Peale, ctDJ,e Par\lQr. of Tro11b1e4 

sou1s.•3 Furtlmmore, mlllV' people have bean 8Zp089C1 to tbe B:lhle am. 

its conbeDt bJ' Dr. Peale's wm,18 and woi-ks who might ~ hae bean 

2In:rn,. Cha~ III; paapme 

3rao:s.s L Hiller am Jmaea """'him, •Putm' ot 1'1'ouble4 soa1e,n 
Reader's D:Lgest (~, l9Sli), ·654• 



1. 

exoept for his efforts, Dllt uith aU of the GOOd demo, atili ~ 

~o:ns mm baon treata4 1n so r.mv- cases ifh91"8 a proper applica:ticm 

at Lu a.'id Goepel -..'OUJ.d hav.a been of '981W> faz- the ealvation oi' JiU1Z1J 
b people. 

A datailed cz-itic;Lu9 of all o.f iib.a tenets of Dr. Pealsta vlna am 

us.1s of ~e concspi; of faith -uou1.d go f'ar be;road ·the scape of tb19 

tnasis. .co:iseqwm.~, the few 1Jal'ds of critique above a~ on:q as an 

~""'Otiu.ction to the almp~•a of e:m.'ilim:tiou lmich follcrs. !Dir fiml 

eonclusimw c;m the c-~cept;s of Dr. ~ea.ls would be~. He 

continues to preach, ttiaoh, and itnte. A ~ dsveloped. critique in. 

·tha l:t~t of historJ.eai jquaut must auait a :fllturG date. 
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�~� iii! 3~".i:'ii !' tii~t mi :lti;.«,~ stat, �~� cnoMG13l and �~� 
�~� !La ·to 'b:l1.1ova in ml pmct:tce �~� �~� rd.1~ 
·o~ttrimit3u to -~ 1.d �~�~ �- ~...a~ Jiealth bbi.'WU!IO iii deal.& vith 
:~·~ soo-~a <.-uz;1 att:Ltudoo. t·• m-.nn w.a, as �~� aa;.w 
t;irnr, 111 i~ds 1)~ tm.-3:vc i?n"J. :h-4:~• ta-.. �~�~� 

~ -- P~ foa.ta th..'\'l. i'a!'N, •.1~ ·cc~ :t.n t,hQ �~� promos in �~� 

w.aan e~ .o ~:> ~ l , :U:u-.2il~ :to chm t.:J ~-c=to~tio, t.tlfJ,,A a nr.tze is 

•
1.rum?Pi' :.wt &~"ul bG~WlO :.i.t, i a c;1.tt �~� �~� i~\a fl c.1 of l.\l;~"11ni; 

~-aro �~� Si -:l!)lo Z::r..th ~11t\ s~1:lel• t o• OffiS cor-"'"OCt t.¥..a ccmdlticio. It i:;I 

~~-~2¢ilito ':l.":lm; u Cih'!!:~ :~lite:.~~ ·::a JWJ.~~ our J..1:v.as ~-fa.~ ooar-c 
�~� . .. ~.~i,_ -ei.1J. lo i'llt.10:1.ct:Jl:,-·,p r.~~1.~, ~ l SJ~-l~,n22 0-;tu �~� ibi.1"4893 

=- n · :tew~ =~ ~ jatt'Gli,'"it,y-, it. nnzr:t be m~oo tlmt. nr. Paa.la la· 

<JI:€£' 1:!.~ .. :i.ll'h a:'if.1 of: tin ~ ."tl.ta<.9.." o:,. a "~tP r...r:Jdi;y of 

~~.,1.1~.001. iio agaG.n �~� e.ga.iJl &or4"lis tb:lt. :!.t met bo a ~mt.ion or . . 
i.'0.'1.:i.r.'!.CilS Dli'• 1 ~l.U mid:i.eil:lo ,Ad.eh ia �~� ~ . Pe41,ets �~� to G 

bun~ 1.t:t..,.~' ~ q~~mi 0"1 t~· tJabj~. oft. tfi~ Aiith cari b~,. sums 
il"i.n b a\1.af • 

!i!i~ al'1l u cood r.i-~~\Y tfel.1'4i .... �t�~�~� ·maa!AQa m-1 raetn.'1 of 
· �~� ':L'tO lavo 'useii l~,.,.,.~ tw' -ea;m,u I �~�~� 110f COUH10., 
I �~� nat ~J.nk w P.!lOll.'\cl ~14 on Zni.tb. �~� to b03.1. a ~ d 
�~�~ �~�.� I o~ iu 'Glio ·ta:ixt.~1l\tc ¢: ooa sud tho ~. 
~rs v~ ~mat tt'!ko:J �~�~�~� oC ii~C3l den.ea ~- t~~OCI~ 
of. fa:2:rh:, ·awl bo6h m,-.o clmien"i.;O 1n the, !lclill~ ~-d 

daith ,~ !.i.da tl!lS o2 cb t~Jd of 323. DCARS• As it wlls �~� it 

i'J:oshcla tilC llfb Gt t!1o :1.n&vJ.dtL.'11 GO tl»At ho is i»~ 8:IW1 about 

cll'li;l".y'th:i,'?)t3. 2!1 

~_s,ewra 

2~e• .&. �~� !q. C~ ta.yJ.urr, P• 367• 

~. 31! 1'2ifW e: lEM-!! l?ff#P& P• lSOe 
�~�~� C'.!2-:.l ?~ Zt~ ,At•• '9• 2l0e 

~, lit!~ .Qt foaJ.fA-.p lMr!'!!m- »• lhO. 

~-a\'14 I'Ca1e, Si•• cite, P• lS7• 
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Faith is the solution far l.oD81ineaa alao1 a.a it lsada Cli& to the 
. I 

church mxl tbs fallotmbip that -is tbsre :uith otbe peopls of 41•• 2S 

Faith urri;a.ngl.eti the dlsorp.nised parscmality uilich malma ~ ~. 26 
27 \\ 

There is e. greater appreciation for the. ~od of mn. \In this 

cmmealiion memliilon should be made of ·the bazmfits vb:1oh faith bjr,l.ngs in'tD 

~.i.age relatiowsld.ps. It CBl1<mbs thau and. tesolwa-all tho clih"":Loul,. 
'i;ies timt !l~ ariaa.

28 
I • ' ~ 

.t°":. tm.-tber :reSlllt aud bauefit of faith :ls that om need not ~ 

e,,.·•ouine old. · As faith m-i1oves all of the. d!.tticulties ot lite, 4t • 
I \ 

th£1 abil:1.t;r to mesl; life :lD old ego ·bhe same tJ8¥ that it daea :1n '~\ ~ 
•, 

Deaiih 1.wvar wins in the end either, e.ccard:1.Dg to Dr •. Pealo.30 Ona need '.. 

netrel' fear coucezr~ bis lovm 0&-"18S vho have passed cm ar abcmt bimaelt 

·uiwn he cies. Dr. I''1Xlle's pm'DODal faith :bl :lmartality 1s ~ 

:In tha experience he ~tea fzran llia o:m life. He tells of iloir he falt 

tho parscnal preaenca of 111.s daaea.s:ad mot11er.31 
lt is appa:reni; tllat 

Dr. Peals bel:loves ~ baau~ life oont1.!mes for all atter death, 

rega:zdleas of their particular beliefs. 

-~ ' . Ibid., PP• ·J.69 t • 
2~a.., PP• 176 f e 

2?Peale, :&!!! j££ gt I.i:diW., PP• 186 f. 
28mantcm am Peals, s• a:1.t,., PP• JSS tt,. 

29icmmm V, Peale and _SntU.e., ~, l'!J! Arb of Beal Happ1paas 
(Neu Yara Prentice u,u,. Inc.,. c.19.$0), PP• '21;/rC-

3~. ! !!14! je Ccmfldant 1'4yipg, P• 224~ 

. 3l.mantan mad Peale, JE• alt., PP• 17.$ f • Sae al.BO Waintlri_.gb
6
- :t Bvam 1 

ltfta1t After Daath,a ,!!! .Aiiir.l.can Weplq;v; (October b, l9S:O, P• • 



31.& 

In tMs d:i.ac-119s:loii·1t lil1n be ~ out a«a1n •~ a pa:,smi's 

l.\b1l!ty to bal1evsl am him:> faith is vital:cy' :b:ir.>ar'tmit. It 1a 1D 

i~on w ~ faith one baa, thD.t ha reaps the wBtil.ta am tm benarits. 

lb.• .. i'C3le 0110rJ3EI th9 l\Je.; i'esbamentt . -

!?o this paint, no direct; JIICtllt.i.on has baau 1:iade of Dr. l\:Jale•a oono:>?JI;. 

<:Yi sin e.ud forgl.'tlmlasa :in oOJmeO'h.ion tdt!1 the 1'8Slilts 2lll b:matits of 

f'a:l.th. - I •ii desane1:1 sepamoo co~cm at tbis tm. Tho v.is., of 

sin aw~Jl.""~d b:, D'.!.". :i>aaJ.el> an~ Dr. Rlantan) .anon e. ve:r; atm:111bie 

eOJl.ccpt" S!ns ~e :J.n&vidual injurles ,mich ~'GI persouality and reSIJl.t 

~tn ~tiono, guil.t cemplems, end a var.18ty' of ~er illtl6133 Sm 

:ls descrJ.bo-'J as an uuclea.u ,101md that Ctrl;s d:aep.1a-1 a!ld 1f not~ 

t·r.i.ll 1"Bsalt :in pal.sm11 to tho m:bu1 md to tba J.1tG.3'£ Both Dr; Peale 

em il:."• Bla.irtcm asserh t.'1.at no Gr.11 ~ is siu as lo.lg as. ti m:1ml 

do::>s 11ot mlto it, 1.'Ul.oa!le.3g ~. Peale;s attitude is ze2'J.ecte(! in tbGS9 

b"'Ol"dS flu., li'ait!l Is the .Ammws ----------
W.:mt ia im i;.rouh1e with sin am loos, U,v.Lug ia genamL? Io it 
meraq ~ a set of thoolog'lcal r-.il.es? Uo., tbf> real: ~ 
t-rlth :Lt is t!?at it ta.!ss th:J bauuce out o1: life. It m liw uroru, 
and the old fl'eah da1ighi; :1.n l.Ue flldes• ue taks ~ 1Ziiio 
the sr~ vh:l.oh DQ' ~s;eat tor tho mcmcmt but soon g:raaa bittor 
m1d lezffes a bad taatQ • .JiJ 

~ ~ PoaJa, .22• cit., P• )S. 

3~. ! Ou1dB !, ~ TAB, P• 'SI• 

~,. b Art; _!! Li!'#:lJ& PP• 19 t. 

3SB'J.autaa am1 ~, S• cit., P• S9. 

~ • ., P• JSh. 
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It li1Wih aleo bo ref"~ here hcnr nr. lD:mtaa T.loim s1n in the J.Ue 

of tbs imlv'J.dua1. Bis O>m rJords baot 8ll!J up h<U ha oo:asltlm:'9 tbl:l 

problr:m of sin and :Lts etfeet on the life ot tbG iDdivldm.11 

Theoo :ls a ixreeept :i.uh92"ent iu all ~ teacb:1.1& that U 
an illdiv.ldiJ:4 888ka t.o b8tte1' h:18 ~ is daftm.te]1' a q­
-~ do it,. F".lrst,p "Gllam 1im.st be '1 o · · · · of sin CA• Vl"CJDg­
d::x'L?lg. Sooond, there ms'u.'b3 ~i CIE' a desire.to lsad 
e better J•ife. Th:lrd,- rastitut.1.a:i masb bE> r_.. to~ 
!1as bOQll :i.n,jurad t:r11 ~ ~. !fourth, there mast bs atom,.. 
r.iem;" Sa1.f"i)u.ni~ of sma. lclnd Ol' Ot\UD'e Ff Del l;r, tho ~ 
:?eI"w.>n &1Tlvas a.t tbs pcxhit 1ihel."0 he faal8 torgi.vaa. He :ls 
tban able to ·iiala3 up lUe age.in. aavi~,. no cme can go 
tiJ.W~ life C&T'r'.9".!ne the e~ burdt.m of a dim~ 
oonacience.J7 

T'm 1-ame~ £01~ tJln im 11.0b tho a~ of Cbrisb. cm th£ .m,ooss. Bath 

Dr. 1lte.ilt;m and Dr. Pealci empham.se tbs impari.ame of a tea.1.it1g ot 

·.ror(!;ivanaes:, b'cr!.. ctm.Bt•s sacrlf'-lcs is rdii the objoct of faith mdDh 

1"0sults :ln i'm'gl.wnaos £or ~ :l.udi.v.idual thraudl te.ith iD mm. •A 

healtb,v 1?1i.m.l1 n ~ Dr. PetLl.o, ":ls Chr.Lst Is ocmtribut:ion to mm. Faith 

in J1·i.'";1. ol·l;Jti:ru:1tee ·bl1c~:ii acmse of auil:t which :i.Jlte'.deras tdth a he.13:htw' 
38 

m:lnd.11 fhia smtcnont is trae as 1ur au :Lt goes. Ba.t ·hhere is :no 

IJWGiaa. of tbs atonamm. Dr. PG.1l.e contrasta tba littlcimess of mn•a 

sins nth tbs g&'e.l1tn9s11 ot 0cx1. God is f;l"8SLt mid f~ws sina. We 

8?lOllld target ta. 39 

The Blbl.o ~ t!!at im are 0 11fl8d ~ .f'a:Lth.0 ht ia, 
sal"Vatl.Oli cmes to us lt.Y' aa1dng fm-g:1.vamsa thTough our faith 
in God and t1vm having th8 ta.i.th to beliavt> tbat it iB gmu1;sci\J 
fat" ai;bor viao old tai:bln.a and a:ma becme en :lutolar3ble laad 
that 'tmgbs us do1m ao that oar best cmargtea, "lhich sb.oilld be 

37lh1a., PP• 93 t. 

3.flndd., P.P• 100 f. 

39~ • ., PP• ll.8 tt. 
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used t o ,1..~t ·t!JdaUts pro1iltnoa ai~ spat ropenillg J'B~•s 
£n.i1,n~s.40 

Cm io o.ga3.n and ~ enooura.ged to forget a1nG mld ~• eDl to 

go for~ • . Fe:!.th 2'iBlllts in bCJiiJg b'88d ~ tbo g-.dl.t of sb1 a.ml its 

~• =:i!his . ~salt of £&ital ia mmt1oued bore to lrlag at1t t!t3 <11.e~ 

facii th-~t i'.11 .. ., P\3S].~ !JC!i~ by.pa.GaDs t.~'l ~ ao b o"J)jecb ot 

·Gha i'aihfa ul6eh resultrJ in 1'oreJ.o:nmg,3s• Dra !'eal8 ~a the stat.G9nts 

=ixow.• ~ ( t¼;.:1) .~rt ~ m.):11 all in a r.d.uate vith his forgi.V.l:li 

l -:.ve . ukl !at1(Wm.•1 ·t.:l'li-:J :i.!l ll,Qt f.-:ix- -~ s-• ot 0!1r.lat'a lUo ~'1;l dsath 

nvoiil the persori 'aho :J.5 h poasassLon ot b faith about wich Dr. Peals 

t:z,iwa.. !-t1.1W .flllf> eff.ect3 aw ~1'md. PeapJ.o•s tTOohle3 am ci.f.ff:lcu1t.­

:.7.oo 1:1.'t!. me:J:~ 6Sf5' a.a a i'UGU.lt of hav.lJJg faith• !i'lio happr, well~jus"'..t 

,m.i.ly l-u"'3 10 ·iii.-9:1.rs ror.Jl~ ~ faith, b ~.J.aoB ot mtG"" poc,ple 

prwes ·i;1-lat t!ieoo rasu.lts am 'bGnat'.Lts are poimbl.e. It mot ba 1xrluwcl 

aclt tla.,; a ,;.t is 'l.MS"'..id :!.a ~ r.10st oer1olw. ~ ia anJ:, a logical. 

deducr.A.011• h~o ~ &11 tmt bu beer1 awl eancem1ng lh-. Pealo1 a 
. . 

COUCGJhi of fa:tthe Tho troubJ.ss Of people Qf8 litab aJid dealt v.lth in a 

Vf!1l:",f 'Vster&t:i.c smi belpiul ~. b cmf.tioin m~ cme, m the 

otha.r ~1, that the ~easq,e of tlla Gospel amt its :real et:rect; aa 

spirltuall'7' depra\w menJdmJ :ls Obam:.rede 

40.Peale ~~.!I!• cit~, P• 51. 
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