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CHAPTER I

INPRODUCTION AND CRITIQUE OF DR. NORMAK VINCENT
: PEALE'S CONCEPT OF FAITE

Introduction

Dre Normen Vinoen® Pezle hes besn heraldsd from coast %o coast
in the United States as one of the most outstanding clergymen of this
nedern daye 'Boaksg magenines, and newspapers throughout the country
continue to carry his thought and his fame to millions of Americens,
uhile he meete them mors personally through the medium of radioc amd
talevigion, Dre Peale has influenced the lives and thinking of people
from all welks of life,

The purpose of this thesis is to examine the concept of faith as
it is prescated in the writings of Dre. Horman V. Peals. This chapter
will include e critique of Dr. Peale's concept of faithe 7The body of
this paper vhich follows will discuss Dre. Peals's 'b_aekground and general
spproach to religion, his definition of faith, the means by t:t:.ch cne
cones into possession of this faithy and what the resulits and benefits
of this feith are. The material presented 1s besed on Dre Peals’s owm
writings, some of waich have schieved best aeller statuse. The writer
of this paper 1= sware of the fact that es this exsmination is being
written, more material is being made avellsble by the celebrated pastor
of the Merble Colleglste OChurch in Hew York City. Reclising the subject
matter o be taken from a contemporary peny he proceeds to offer an
objective view of Dr. Pesle's concept of faith.
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Crltlquo of Dr. Homuan V. Peale’s Concept of Faith

A3 Chapter IIT of this thesls points out. Dr. Normen Vinceat Pealo’s
concept of faith is bound uwp with his thinking an Chrdstisnity and
vellgion in geroral, Iuch of what Dr,-Peale says of faith is truc,
However, it is ofven dlfficult to deteruine whal he means when using the
Horne Hevafreaumﬂyupeakaof'faithintemsofbeuefina
Higher Power; belief in onoself, bolief in others, but never does he
write of faith in the sufforing end atoning Christe It is vhat he doos
not say that leaves the roader with much o be desired, The Cospel is

- dhseured. Faith is an attitude, a nower; 2 workeble principlo, bub it

is not what Justifies ano in tho prescnce of the living Gods, There is
a comrltnent, an assent to and confidense in tho objects of faith alome,
Howovor, this commitment lacks real kmouwledge of the objects of faith,
TForthermore, his concept does not have as the content and object of
faith that of which tho Hew Testament speaks, One finds that faith
lacking, uhich holds to Christ the Incarmate Sca of Goed Who lived a
perfect 1lifo, dled, rose from tho dead, sits at the right hand of Cod
mdvmlcmagai.nmglmvol ;

Dr, Peale develops 0 & great degree in his writings the neans by
which one cen come into posscsgion of faith as he conceives it. In fach
the "howeness" of having falth is euphesiszed, in addition to the Phowt
of Christian living in general. Chapter IV of this thesis brings oub
tho techniques which Dr. Peale advances for coming iwto possession of

Y62, Romens, chapters 1-11, and other passegesconcerning faith in
the FHew Testamont.
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the faith about which he spesks and writes. Dr. Pealo, stemning from
a background of Reformod theology, never mentions Word and Sacrament as
the means of graco. Iie has no such concopbe Rather, in cxder o have
faith one nsed sluply %o Yhave faith,? surrender himself to Gody; believe
with his oun power to believe; saturats his mind with positive faith
concepts, and mke a dﬁigmta uss of prayer '!'...-'-'clmiquas.a

Chapter V of thils thesis deals wlth the results and benefits which
£3ith brings o thoso who possess ite Thoss effects are promissd

throughout the writings of Dr. Poales One cannot deny that namy of thess

moenite ave posaible and profitable and do ocowr in the lives oi‘.na.ny
peoplee Certainly it is trus thet Dr. Pealo's writings; comnselling,
and preaciing, have deme much to help poople golve their problems of
deily lifes On the other hand, what is not said is again of grezt
importance, Vith all of the discusalon of f£aith and its effschs in
‘the worde of Dr. Pegley, ane finds & lack of the Gospel very much in
evidences Tho texrminology of the Gospel is frequently used. However,
the offects of the Gospélw«forgivensss of ging, lifsy; avd salvetion in
Christ elone=-ove conspicuous by their sheences A definite approach o
hedoniea can he traced throughout his works,

Dre Peale has done nuch ¢o help peoplee The Resdarts Digest has
aptly entitled a feature articlc on Dr, Peale, "The Pagtor of Troubled
Sm:ls.“a Furthermore, nauy people have besn exposed to the Bible and
its conbent by Dr. Peale's words and works who mlght newver have been

2Infra, Chapter IIT, passim,

3Lods 3, M1ler and Janes Honahan, "Pastor of Trovhled Souls,"
Reader!s Digest (February, 1954); 65-09+
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cxoapt for hig offorts; But with all of the pocd dome, still only
gympbons havo boan trested in so many cases where a proper application
of Iaw and Cospel would havs been of valus for the salvation of many
pacgle.h

& detailed critique of all of The tensts of Dr. Pealsts viesws and
ugesy of tho conceptb of faith would go far beyond the scope of this
thesise Comseguently, the few words of critigus above serve only as an
introduction to the chaplers of cumamination which follow, Any final

conciusions on the concopte of D, Peale would be presumptuous. He
continues to preach, btsach, and writes, A fully developsd critique in
the Light of histordecal judguent mugt swait a fubure date.

boe, 2 Tine 2035,
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Faith 19 the golution for lonsliness also, as it leads one to the
olurrch el the Pollowship that is there with other people of faith.2
Falth wrbangles the disorganized personality which males many 1011933-26
There is a greaber appreciation for the brothsrhood of mane In this
camection nentlon should be made of the benafits whlch faith brings into
nerriage relationships, It cemembs them and resolves all the difficule
ties that may arlse.as

4 Purbhor result and bensfit of £aith is that one nced nob fear
growing old, - As faith removes 211 of the difficultdes of 1ife, 4t adds
the ability o nest 1ife in dld sgo the swme way that it doos in Jouts~
Doaih never wing in the end elther, according o Dre Pealo.>C Ons need -
never Icar concerning bis loved cnes who have passed ocn or aboub kimself
vihien he dless Drs Feale®s personal faith in dwmmortality ile exemplified
in the experience he velatos from hisz om life, Hs tolls of how ho fell
the porscnal prescncs of hig deceassd mother.ﬂ It is apparent that
Dz'e Pozle belioves thab beautifvl life continues for all afier doath,

regardless of their particular bellofs.

25_@_;1,-@,-, PDs 169 L
265_“:1;_., ppe 176 £,

®Tpasio, The Arb of Liviaz, ppe 186 L.
28mouton and Peclo, ope Gites PPe 195 286

2 oruan Vo Peals and Smiley Blambon, The Ark of Rosl Hepnincss
(Hew Yorice Prentice-fall, Ince; Co1950); Ppe 240 fe

301’&9.15, A Ouids Ho Confident Iiving, pe 22k,

Mroanton and Peale, gps Gibes PPs 175 £o Seo also Waimsright Evaus,
"Pisit After Desth," The Amevdcan Weally (October k, 1953)s pe Ge
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In this discusslon 1% st be brought out again that a person’s
abllity o bolievs and have faith ig vitally important, It is in
proporeicn o the falth ono has that he reaps the resulis and the beactits,
Dy Pozie quotes the Hew Testamende

The lew Tostonont sxys Taccording o your foith be it unbto youe"

e recoive good dn dlvoch proportlon o tho amouabt of faith wo

enercisss Loy T beliovey hiolp thou my uabolief,” ig the

attitude that opens the door to asir 1ifo,

To this point no divect mortlon has boen made of Dr, Peale's conocopd
of sin and fovgivensss iun comacotlon with the yesulits aud bensfits of
faith,. It desorves separate considoraticn ab this timo. The wiew of
gin advenced by Dr. Peale, end Dr, Blenbon, dhows & very atomistic
coneept, Sing ave individeal injuries vhich damage perscnalidy amd resulb
in frustretions, guilt complexss, and a variety of othor iﬂaa33 Sin
i3 describod as an ueclean wound that cuts dosply, and if not removed,

}
will »esult in polson to the mind and 4o the ]:l.fe.'u Both Dy, Peala
and v, Hlanbon assert thab no ovil thought is sin as loag as the niud
doag nob male iy ualoaﬂe.'?‘; Drs Pealo¥s abtbltude ip reflected in these
words fron Faith Is ihe Angwers

tWhat is the troubie with gin and loose living in genoral? Is it

nmevely breaking a sob of theological rules? o, the real tiouble

with 4t is thed it talms tho bounce oub of life, If wo live wrong;
and the old fresh delight in life fades, we take something inte

e gysten uhilch may add sest for the monent bubt soon grows bitler
a.z::l:!.e:;:wasaT::a.cl1'.9.:5’3;9.5-'6 ]

3R anton end Poale, ope Gities De B

Freato, 4 Guido B Contident Living, pe 37
oeate, The Avt of Living, ppe 79 fe

3531&3‘&& and Peale,' 83 _G_il-'_b_dp P 59

Bma,, pe 15
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It mast al=o be reflested here how Dr, Hlanton visws sin in the life
of the individual, Hls owm words best gun uwp how he coansiders ths
problen of gin and lis effect cm the 1life of the individoals
Thewe 1o a pwscept inherent in all relizicus teaching, that if

mmvmmwwmﬂmm thove 1s dafinitely o way

o do it Flrsb, thers mmst be a ea:zr.!.ct.i.on of sin or wurong-
t.oclng Socond, uLezems’ubamm,, or a dsgire to lsad

& betier .!.:i‘e. Third, restitution mmsb be uads o whomnever
Tmsbean injured o treated badlye Fourth, thero mmst bo atonsw
nenby selfepuniciont of somo lkkind or othere Finally, the average
pereon avvives at the polat whero he feols forziven. He is
the:zablc'bo ualaaup.ﬂ.feageim Obviouslyg no ono can go
thvough 118y camuw the ever-mounting bu:.*dfan of 8 diaa.ppmﬁng
ecascicnco,

The veusdy for sin is not the atonsnent of Christ. on the cross. Both
Dre Hioabon and D Peals emphasise the isportancs of a fesling of
forgiveness, bub Christ's sacrifico i nob the dbjoct of faith waich
regults in Lorgivensss for the individuzl through foith in Hin, TA
healthy mind," says Dr, Pedley, ®ig Christ's contribution to mens Falth
in hin clininstos the® sense of guilt which interferss with a healthy
38

nind,.® This gbatezont is true as favr ag iv gooss Dub there is no

nonbion of tho sbonoment, Dre Peale comtrasts the 1ittlonocss of ments

ging with the greatnoes of God, Cod is great and forgivos sins, e

ghould Torget 'bhm.ag

The Bible says that we are "saved tlwough felth.® That is;
salvation comes to us by agking forgivencss through our faith
in God and then having the faith to belicve that it ie granteds
for othor wiso old feilures and sins become en imbolerable load
that weighs us dova o that ouwr besb energles, which should be

3T1bid., ppe 93 26
3Bad,, ppe. 100 £,
ngq’ e 119 £2.
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usad to ngat todayte problons, ave spenbt ropend sterday's |
Eailmxaa:m . o |

Ono ip again and again encouraged 4o forged alns and wrongedoings end o
g0 forward, TFelth results in balag froed from tho guilt of sin aad its
gyupeonite  This resuil of Zailh is manbloned here to briug oub the clear
fact that Jre Mals samlebaly Eryupasa;:s s ghonansnt as the ohject of
the 2aith vhich yesults in forglronsss, D Peals maios ths statensnd,
Tour sins-uhs {God) wEll cover them all Sn & ninabe with his forgivins
_ ove 55 Howover, this i nob far the sale of Curist's 1ifo and desth
and resurrestions

This chapter hae showa whab ave tho reoults and bonefids which
avail the person who 1s in possession of the Lalth aboub walch Mre Teals
writes. Many £ius effochs ave offered, Peoplo's iwoubles and difficulie |
Jos will nell auny a8 & resull of maving faithe The hapoy, wellsadjusted
dnily 3ifs Ls tedrs resulting from faiths The experdento of many poople
peoves that these resulds and benefits ars possible. Ib must be pointed
ot simb whab is wisrld 1o ageln nosh erlonss This s only a logicsl
dedaction, howaver, following all that hag besn said concerning Dr, Peale's
conospt of faith, The troublos of people ave neb and deald with in a
very :vsbm;.raie and helpfal marmere The oriticism must como, oo the
obler hand; that the message of the Gogpel and its real affect on
spiritually demmd menklad is obasourede

PP ——
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ho?ealeammanbon, Ope Citey Do 51,
Woea1e, You Ogn Hin, pe 134
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