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CHAPTER I

INPRODUCTION AND CRITIQUE OF DR. NORMAK VINCENT
: PEALE'S CONCEPT OF FAITE

Introduction

Dre Normen Vinoen® Pezle hes besn heraldsd from coast %o coast
in the United States as one of the most outstanding clergymen of this
nedern daye 'Boaksg magenines, and newspapers throughout the country
continue to carry his thought and his fame to millions of Americens,
uhile he meete them mors personally through the medium of radioc amd
talevigion, Dre Peale has influenced the lives and thinking of people
from all welks of life,

The purpose of this thesis is to examine the concept of faith as
it is prescated in the writings of Dre. Horman V. Peals. This chapter
will include e critique of Dr. Peale's concept of faithe 7The body of
this paper vhich follows will discuss Dre. Peals's 'b_aekground and general
spproach to religion, his definition of faith, the means by t:t:.ch cne
cones into possession of this faithy and what the resulits and benefits
of this feith are. The material presented 1s besed on Dre Peals’s owm
writings, some of waich have schieved best aeller statuse. The writer
of this paper 1= sware of the fact that es this exsmination is being
written, more material is being made avellsble by the celebrated pastor
of the Merble Colleglste OChurch in Hew York City. Reclising the subject
matter o be taken from a contemporary peny he proceeds to offer an
objective view of Dr. Pesle's concept of faith.
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Crltlquo of Dr. Homuan V. Peale’s Concept of Faith

A3 Chapter IIT of this thesls points out. Dr. Normen Vinceat Pealo’s
concept of faith is bound uwp with his thinking an Chrdstisnity and
vellgion in geroral, Iuch of what Dr,-Peale says of faith is truc,
However, it is ofven dlfficult to deteruine whal he means when using the
Horne Hevafreaumﬂyupeakaof'faithintemsofbeuefina
Higher Power; belief in onoself, bolief in others, but never does he
write of faith in the sufforing end atoning Christe It is vhat he doos
not say that leaves the roader with much o be desired, The Cospel is

- dhseured. Faith is an attitude, a nower; 2 workeble principlo, bub it

is not what Justifies ano in tho prescnce of the living Gods, There is
a comrltnent, an assent to and confidense in tho objects of faith alome,
Howovor, this commitment lacks real kmouwledge of the objects of faith,
TForthermore, his concept does not have as the content and object of
faith that of which tho Hew Testament speaks, One finds that faith
lacking, uhich holds to Christ the Incarmate Sca of Goed Who lived a
perfect 1lifo, dled, rose from tho dead, sits at the right hand of Cod
mdvmlcmagai.nmglmvol ;

Dr, Peale develops 0 & great degree in his writings the neans by
which one cen come into posscsgion of faith as he conceives it. In fach
the "howeness" of having falth is euphesiszed, in addition to the Phowt
of Christian living in general. Chapter IV of this thesis brings oub
tho techniques which Dr. Peale advances for coming iwto possession of

Y62, Romens, chapters 1-11, and other passegesconcerning faith in
the FHew Testamont.
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the faith about which he spesks and writes. Dr. Pealo, stemning from
a background of Reformod theology, never mentions Word and Sacrament as
the means of graco. Iie has no such concopbe Rather, in cxder o have
faith one nsed sluply %o Yhave faith,? surrender himself to Gody; believe
with his oun power to believe; saturats his mind with positive faith
concepts, and mke a dﬁigmta uss of prayer '!'...-'-'clmiquas.a

Chapter V of thils thesis deals wlth the results and benefits which
£3ith brings o thoso who possess ite Thoss effects are promissd

throughout the writings of Dr. Poales One cannot deny that namy of thess

moenite ave posaible and profitable and do ocowr in the lives oi‘.na.ny
peoplee Certainly it is trus thet Dr. Pealo's writings; comnselling,
and preaciing, have deme much to help poople golve their problems of
deily lifes On the other hand, what is not said is again of grezt
importance, Vith all of the discusalon of f£aith and its effschs in
‘the worde of Dr. Pegley, ane finds & lack of the Gospel very much in
evidences Tho texrminology of the Gospel is frequently used. However,
the offects of the Gospélw«forgivensss of ging, lifsy; avd salvetion in
Christ elone=-ove conspicuous by their sheences A definite approach o
hedoniea can he traced throughout his works,

Dre Peale has done nuch ¢o help peoplee The Resdarts Digest has
aptly entitled a feature articlc on Dr, Peale, "The Pagtor of Troubled
Sm:ls.“a Furthermore, nauy people have besn exposed to the Bible and
its conbent by Dr. Peale's words and works who mlght newver have been

2Infra, Chapter IIT, passim,

3Lods 3, M1ler and Janes Honahan, "Pastor of Trovhled Souls,"
Reader!s Digest (February, 1954); 65-09+

P L e Le——
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cxoapt for hig offorts; But with all of the pocd dome, still only
gympbons havo boan trested in so many cases where a proper application
of Iaw and Cospel would havs been of valus for the salvation of many
pacgle.h

& detailed critique of all of The tensts of Dr. Pealsts viesws and
ugesy of tho conceptb of faith would go far beyond the scope of this
thesise Comseguently, the few words of critigus above serve only as an
introduction to the chaplers of cumamination which follow, Any final

conciusions on the concopte of D, Peale would be presumptuous. He
continues to preach, btsach, and writes, A fully developsd critique in
the Light of histordecal judguent mugt swait a fubure date.

boe, 2 Tine 2035,



CIAPTER IT
BACEGROUITD AND APPROACH OF DR, NORMAN VINCENT PEALE
A Short Blography of Dr, Horman Vinoont Peals

Dr. Nomaan Vincent Peals was bora in Boweraville, Ohio, May 31, 1895,
and was gradusied in 1920 £ron Chio Wesleyan !Inﬂ.varsitfol iz recaived
the degree of IHapter of dxts fron Boston Univeralby, and the Bachelor
of Sacraed Thevlogy from Boston University School of Theology in 192L,
The honorary degree of Doctor of Divinlty was conferred upen hin by
Syvacuse Univorgity, Ohilo Wesloyan Universiyy; and Duks University.
Tafaystte Colicge conferved upon him the honorary degrea of Doctor of
Humane Labbers, and Willism Jewell College the degres of Docbor of Lews.2

Dr. Peals has been minister of the historic Marble Collogiate
Chravch, PifHh Avemus and Twenbywninth Stweot, Hew York Clty, since 1932,°
He is associabted with Dre Sniley Blanton and other assisiting psychiae
trists and psychologists in the iarble Colleglate Chmrch Clinic, widely
Imoma for its comnselling sewvice in personal pro‘nlans.h

Dr, Peale is author of T Art of Liviag, You Oan Hig, A Gulds %o
Confident Iiving, aud The Power of Pogitlve Thinking, Ia collsboratiom
with Dr. Blanton he has written two books, Faith Is the Answer, and The
Axt of Real Happinosse Tn additicn he is the author of ssveral tracts

Liots ¥ho iun America, A Bi | of Hotable Living
Hen Wmo; A, Ha :'«»arr’l‘ s gzm;mw, u.%'ﬁj, Pe 1595e

Ipublicity Data Re o Divs Hormen Vincant Peale" (Hew York: Murtle

GOllOgiﬂ'bB GhWCh. 1952 o De L.
Smig, “mia,, pe 2,
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and booklats 1isted in the bibliography. Dr. Pealefs weckiy colum,
Confident Iiving, currently eppears in many metropolitan nmwspepors. le
is Bditorwin-Chief of (uidepogts magasine, which has well over 500,000
&%scrib:-rrs.s

Dre Poale's semons are printed and geab out monthly to thousmnds
of subscribses by the Sarmon Poblicabtiona, In.y Pawling, MNew Yorice

He hes welbtbon articles for many leading magasines, smong thea
"Reader!s Digesb,” "Anecxdean;® POoronet," Wioman's Homs Companion,”®
RLiberty,? "owr Lifo," "Farm Journal,® "Jowmmal of Living," Look,? and
"i}pportwﬂ.w.“é

4 featuve story on Dre Pealo for Hewswesl; Decanber 23, 1953,
has his ostimato thab dn 1953 he

euched sone 30,000,000 people through his ssrmons, psrsonal
npaa*:ames, his religioepgychletric clinic, radio and ’Galevislm

PE TGRS, syndicated newspaper columns, and his latesl beolk, Tho

Powsy o.? Positive Thinkingesthe yearts Hoe 1 none=fiction best

seller,

4g is indicated in the sbove excerpb, Dre Pealels oubtreach iz not
only ulzma\-sh the printed word and ths porsonal combact of hils Mow York
arishe Hig radio progrem, The Arg of Living, is carried wesldy over
the coastwbomcoash notworic of the Hational Broadeasting Company,. He
sppears with HMra. Peals in the first religicus TV hughand-and-wife s’:mw.a

Cartainly Dre Peale has made & great namo for himssll through his

5Th3d., pe Le
énﬁ-du Do 2e

Tapp, Doales sn Artdcolato Ieader of Christisnity,” Hewssesk,
fDaaa.rar .'.8, 19)3)3 Pe L3.

Bﬂmmw Dats," po 1o
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proociing, teaching; and famsd counsolling, Avthmr Galb, spocial
worrospondent of the 5%. Louis GlobeeDemocraty has said of Drs Peale
they he "gheds the saue brend of magmetisn upon Protegtants 2 doss the
dmamic Bishop Fulton Sheon on his Roman Csthollc followerss™

The Approach &f Dr, Nomaun Vincent Peale

Cae of the greatest reagoan fov the povularity of Dr, Norman Vincent
Peale can.be Pound 1a the approach he takes to the nseds of the American
mibiic todoye In & clear; simple maoner he cutlines practical methods
w0 solve awy pidbloa thad may confront modern man, Thig paper is linmdted
o n exanination of his conceph of faith, However, in order 1o uwnderw
gtand this concopt It is necoéssary %o take a look at his basic ddeas
aboub relipion, On2 finds these in great mudbsr throughout his writings.
Directly tled up with his concopt of religion in general and Christianliy
in particulsy is ths monmer in which he seoks o m2ke yeligion a woriabls
tocimique in the lives of hie hearers and readers.

In his oumn words Peals explains how he sterted on the road to
susccess in meehing the problems of peoplss

I cane %o the minlstry of a Fifth Avenue church at the low point of

the depresslon, back in 1932, YNew York City, as the £inancial

center of the mation, was prafomdly affected by the depression and

I so0n becans awars o:. the fear, onxiety, insecurity, disappoimtment,

frustration, and falluwre sveryshere ab he.nd I bogan %o preach on

thass thames and strosasd howr faith in God could give courape and
wiadon bogether with now insighte for the solubion of nroblena.

Advartising such topics in tha preas brought largs congregations %o
hoar thesa discussicns. Soon my schedulo of personal interviews

9 et Ga]h, “fhe Power of Positive Thinking Americals 8t Hoed
Today, Seys Dre Wormen Vincent Poale®, Ste Louis Globa-m\mmt January

10, 195"); Section Fy ps la
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wag more than I could possibly hendle and long walting Jisto developed,

Recognising ny ldack of specialized lmowledge, I turned %o @ highly

¥§e;m agzyﬂc.ghim:‘i;iu n:ﬁem %glﬁzm for help and thus bsgan
D, Hlawton has besn with Drs Peele since 1937 following a briltllanb
carecr iu his om f:ield.u

e Peale’s great idea has beon that religlon can work in 21l areas
of human 1ife solving all ite problems with the belp of psychiatry. The
aporcach he uses in his books is basleslly the sane ag is his and the
clinicte in practico. lHls desire is to bring the technigques he has found
workable and succossful 4o as mauy peopls ag he can, How many ;;aop'l.e can
vss thess tochndgues? ALL who have problems in Jife; says Doy P
In his inbrodvetlon to 4 CGuids to Confident Living, Dr. Peale says that
he ig offering uhatv the z-aader ‘e:anbs %o g how to be happy and
successiul, and how %o ovorcons vhatever pecblans cone iute kis Me-le
It is the same zpproach wo find in his otler bookse Ho wants to help
veople live welleadjusted Lives, This is posaible through the right
application of religious pringinles and poyehistry. Rellzion is not a
theoretical somstining, bub 1t s a mr.‘iﬂblo seiencs $o be wsed in the
solution of everydey prvblomse

Tie mosh sutiquated wan in Aaorica is the rure gentleman vho

Sl gcrbs o2 The old canand that religion is something for
Sundey onlye Theb vemark sbauaps him as belonging to ths hovse

Cyorzan ¥, Peale, L Guids to Confident Living (fow York: Prentices
Holl, Tat,) c.19h8), Pe bl :

Uy, Smiley Manbton was born in Unlonville, Tennseses, iay 7, 1882.
e received his %s.n. £yon Cornell U, in 193k. He recelvad his diploms in
Paychological Hedicine from Royal College of Fhyaslcians and Surgeons,
'Lamm:, Enpland ia 1923. He taugal ab vardous co]leges and umivaraibies

rachlead medicine before becomwing the divector of
oo ciinin, Hheble Golloginve Grirahs Now Yark CIty, -.'m 37y Tie us been

an assoclate of Drs Peale sincs that yoars Gf.@_
Vol. 27 (1952-53) (Chicagor Ae M. Marquis Company, ce1952; m

12ncale, A Guide to Confident Liviug, p. vili.




and buggr ero.,

Probably the reason sowtalled practical men think of Christianity

ag theoredical is because taey ropard it entively as theology or

phiilozophy. I does fvifill iteclf in these fields, but Christianity

may also be thought of o3 o science, It is the science of persomal

an:_l su-c:i.el Biwing, iﬂnﬂ its laws and you will almays and inverlably

get oquivalent resulis,

% is the aim of Dy, Peale to show poople the "how of practicing
tholy weligion. He nokes the statement that poople are wrged %o pray,
bub are nob boid how to prays “ile am wged to have faith, bab ave nob
ingtructed in the preciss and workable procoduess of falth ¢ ¢+ « « U
noad now o leara the simple ABMYs of how to pub the curative principles
of faith inbo opa@a‘aim.“m

Tve Peale belisves that raligion and paychiatry can work hand in
haongd with solving %h;.: naladies that afflict the poople who cune Lo the
clinie and who nesd the help he, and Ur. Blanton, offexr in their published
'chcc'h:s.w Especially in the tro books, Faith I the Angwer and The Arb
of Real lappiness, which Dr, Peale and Dr. Hlanton wrote together, we sse
that the fomerfs approach to yeliglon and Christianity is dsfinitely one
thich centews Su solving the problems of mundane J.ii‘a..ls

Drs Peglels words talen fron the introduction to A Gulde %o Confidemb
Livine speak for the emphasia Ls pubs o the "hou of religions techwlgues

This book is not theoyebiczl, It comiaing the detailed descrdption
of & techniqus of Ilving that can lead those who deliniiely pub

Bib:!d., Pe 150. ; ﬂ‘_@ﬁo; Pe 2,
Lpanle end Blantos, 9pe Cites Ps 18e

16, A ]
Smilsy Blanton and Howman Ve Peale; Fgith Is the {New Yorlk:
Abingdun-Cokegbury Press, ce12l0)y pe 9o See oico Penie """%ﬁhm,

Sha S_j-_icg Pa 24
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v Lo operaion Yo suctoos and heppinegs, The bosk s wrdlien
wWhEh one prinoy purposes o stabs and dewonstoute o aianle,
workebla ediualge of thinddag and asting that has vovitalived
W Mvon of thousands of nsdumss The Imperbtant subsiancs in
the books 48 He hw—maﬁ IL Tolls I you con achigw youor
wont eherignd doslra,

Simiiaxly dn an caxller worlk, You Cou Win, Dre Posle alvesly cnphasised
b is purpose in wrltiag wes o show @ oy of gussessful Miving in

w
ol :Limala

&

iz latost book whieh veachind na-riction bagbezollor

ghabusy Bhe Pggar of Pogdbive Fhinidae, Lilkewlos follows the puvpose of
ghowing the "how' of religions 1iving iu ardsr to iive & succeasiul daily .
Life ond the angwar to the problans oug motige It i3 parbinet %o note
the followlng Svom the introdustica of theb velwees

The puesose of this bool: 1o a vy dlreet and simple e, *3%
mudiss ae probongs o Lilopary eacollends nor dodss ib sook o
doncnabrate sy wasmval stholxveilp on wy warts This I simply -
& porackical, direclb-actlon, porsomal-mrovoseat memal, TG is
@rltben with the gols dbjantiva of holplng the 1eadsr achicvs a
napny, caxblafylng, and worbeddls 1ifs, I thovoushly and entinoe
dnstieaidy haliews in corkaln dosonchoated awl affechive pelinclipnles
whrich, vhon wractleed, ywolucs & victorions life, fr aia ls to
eob tham forth dn thds volwe iv @ logieal, saple, and undcis
shandasls paumor go that Yhe reador, feoling a oot of noed; oy
e o practical method bty whilch he ¢an i ;_'gr hingslf, with
Gad'z help, the king of 13fs ho deaply deaimess”

ot exly his bools, bub hip published sewicin sod tracts emphesize the
practical side of roligion, wiich, whan ised In the varicus tedimiques
wroseribed rosald In {he svccoss poughd by tho uwser, One is invited %o

vread verious soraons Misted in the Libilogmahy where It Io apoorent thab

Mronls, 4 Juide do Seaises liviag, pe vills
L3ynsvnn Viccent Fealos, Tou Gan Win (How TYorike Abingdas-lolcabuey
Toanss Celd30)y Pre Twlle

I Ao . : s ; b whia
“itorama Ve Pealo, The Powor of Pogitive Thistcdne (Y Yorln Froge
tlosuill, fucey 0ed0N2)y Pe Ze ’
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practical veligious principles, along with & gdod measure of psychology
and paychiatry, are the cwrder of the day.

The views whlch Drs Peale holds with rogard o roligion are illustres
ted throughout his written materdal with case historics of puople who
have dofinitely boen holped by hils methods. No ono will deny that his
appraoach hag been helpful in adjusting peopie to tholyr place in this
iife, Roference ©o these will como in lator chapierse

ALl of the gbove materdal is necessary to considex before the
actonl discussion of D, Peale’s concept of falth itself, Tnls parbicular
gubject,. which is the lunediate concern of thls paper; Tollmis.




CHAPTER IIX
DR, HORMAN VINCENT PEALE!S DEFINITION OF FAITH

Dr, Nomen Vincent Peale uses the term ®faith" immamerable times in
the courss of hisg writingse Ons finds himself at a loss o cull any
exact definition of fai'bh'i'm the wey in which Dre Peale uses the
tern fron time %o time, We shall examine his use of the concept im such
a wgy that through o falr gynthesis of his materisl it can be gesn
wherein faith conslsts for him,

The close btie-up betueen the ever important well adjusted life and
faith for D, Poazle is seen In the opening words of The ivt of Real
Hopplacsss

Successful living hinzes on the capacity to beliove. The une

conquared end unconguerable of this world ere those who have

mastered the avt of faith, They draw constantly on this imer
gsource of gtrength, for they have acquired and hold ever fresh
in their hearts an abiding faith in a Higher Pouery and in

their oun destiny, Without such faith they are defenscless

before the ineviteblo difficnliles that all must facey with it

‘they ave amored agalnst even the most cruel of adversaries.

One can not £ind the tera £aith used in Peale's writings without an
dmmediate. prescription of how %o get it and vhat it will do for the
reader, 'Bvemfmymtinghmhainmsthetminmep]ma
and defines religion, Christianity, and falth iteslf in others it can
be chsorved uimt is the content and ths object of faith for Dr, Peales

Vhat is not the content and object of his concept of faith is clear,

Lorman V. Pesle and Smiley Hlanton, The Arb of Real Happiness
i (I‘I@H‘ Yorks P:wtice-ﬂn]l, Inses 301-950): Pe 3o M
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namely, trust in the atonsment of Christ, This will be discussed more
fally at the end of this chapter.
As editor of the book entitled Guidovosts, Drs Peale makes the
Lollowing comments in intireducing the volwmaes
Since "Wkl these wami, hunan stories have been appeu:lng in
%g, a non-profit, nonesscitarian inspirational
pub. ab Pawling, i'lm: York, The experiences of owr wltera
who represent various faiths point up the fact that the impore
tant thing about & person's religion is: Does ho really belisve
and practice his cun foith? Faith, yowr falth, will work when
worked, DBecause of your bellef in God your 1life can be happicr
end nore productive, Authors include Protesbants, Gatholics,
end Jowse, Universsl principles of faith are stressade In
addition, men and woaen of thres failths work side by slde in
the busm..ss and editorial offices of Guidenostse This publishing
project theref ary gtands as a gyuwbol of the cgaentisl uwnity of
all Thollevars."
These reprasertabive words show thet the content and object of faith
are rather lumaterdzl as loag ap this falth works in adjusting o daily
1ife, Theo practical walue is uhat counts. D' Peale emphasizés thab
feith works when worked. Compare his words in A Guids to Confident
Livine to aeoﬁisemhasiaontlwunﬁporbancaofhavﬂngapaﬂicw
voligious faith,” Thio position of Dr. Poalo's colors all he writes
on ths concept of faith. "Ihe esscnes of religlon ia that it xeleases
in a man a power and & foree beyond human capacity to gensrais, by whid
he ngy rise to & place of existence in which hs 1s supardor to everyiling

lifo may hurl agsinst hm.“h

Norman Ve Peslo, editors Ouidenosts (New York: Prenticeefall,
Incey 0e1948)s pe xile

3Normen V. Peals, A Guide to Canfident (Hew Yorks FPromticos
Hal‘l., Tnte, Cel9h8); pe 1Te s

HBlanton and Horman Ve Peale MthIstheAnsm (Mow Yorin
Abingdm-cohnbuw Proes, c.1940); pe 126
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Dre Poals wishes to emphasizse again and again that the combent of
the faith he advances as a practical and worlmble one, is not an
intellectual and theological sssent to some idensg.

Faith is ordinardly thoucht of as theolozical; ag the acceptance

of 2 cread, We also think of falth as an intellectual propozie

‘tion, an assent %o an idea. But there is another meaming to

faithe It is something alive end active, It is a vital substance

Llike punlight, lilks the violet ray, liks the growth of our

beingse Faith is nob anly theological and inmtellectual, btub

also acts as a uedicing, Tha.tia'boaa;f,i"ﬂisahgaungpmparbs

for the wind, the soul, and often the body as wells
The conbent of faith is also apiﬁtmlpmr,tﬂzéreinmﬂndathat
he need nob carry his burdens a.:!.om.s <o is "laith power? that Fworks
mmders."7 Falth aleo consists in a technique; which is "ome of the
nost powerful truths in the world having o do with the successful
conduct of human 11fe,"0 It ig a worimble instrument,’ Faith is almpls
trust and confidencey it is comparable to trust in a bedwwthat it will
holdyouupe:i;nig:t.m Paith also exists as an attltude of mind, Ir.
. Pgale uses an illustration from the life of Nobert louls Stevenson to
bring out this agpect of faith's comtents

Robsrt Louls Stevanson, who shook off the fell clutch of circume

gtance to become an expert in the art of living, gave us a sage
bit of advice, %Sit loosely,” he said, "in the saddle of life."

SPealo, A Guids %o Confident Living, ppe 132 2o

6formm ¥, Peale, You Can Win (ew Yorls Abingdon~Gokssbury Press,
0e1936); ppe 15 £a

71!mm Vs Pealo, The Pouwer of Positive Thinkine (Wew Yorks

Proaticeeiall, InCey Cold52)s Pe 103e
GM.’ pe 11,
®Pealo, A Guide %o Confident Living, pe 55e

mmmt-onand Peals; Ope Cites Do 85
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L recall that Stevenson aliways had a childlike heart of faithe
Perhaps it was that attitude which cnabled him to git loosely
in the saddlo of p Gevoid of that tensenegs emd strain which
breaks so many nene

¥alth as an attitude of mind occurs often in Dr, Peale’s workss Rownd
up with this principle is the importancs of thoughts to the contend

of foithe The thoughits & person has maks him what he 15.12 This appliss
also %o the content of faith,

Becouse faith consista in an atiltudey, trust like a child, poer,
in worlable principles, it la also possible to have this faith in varying
dogrecas The size of a personls faith is adjustable, Matthew 17:20
iz a favorite voxt of Dr, Peals, His exposition of it finds his content
0. falth as & varisble quentliys

Throughout the Bible tho truth 1s emphasized agaia and again that
"If ye have faith ag a grain of mustard sssd « « « nothing shall
be impoasible unbo you." (Matthew 17:20) The Bible means thls
abalutely, factually, camletely, and literally. It isn't an
illusiony it ian'y a fantagy. IU is not an Illustration, nor a
gymboly nor a metephor, but the abgolute fact--"Faith, even as

a grain of mustard ssed,” will golve your problems, any of your
problens, all of your problomsg if you believe it and practics
i%e WAccording o your faith, be it unto you." (Matthew 9:29)
The vrequivement is faith, and directly in proportlon to the
faith that you have and use will you get resulta, Little faith
gives you 1little resgults, medim faith gives you medium results,
great f2ith gives you great resuliss DBub in the gensrosily of
Almighty Gody if you heve only the faith symbolized by a grain
of xaust%seed, 1% will do amagzingz things in solving your
problems. b ! -

Tn speaking of the various sises of falth, Ire Peale expounds on the
story of the musterd sead in oue of his earliest volumes, zgg_q_a_gﬂg.]h

Wpesle, Tou Oan Win, pe 140s

Yreate, A guide 3o Confident Living, p. 232.
Spoale, The Pover of Positive Thimkice, ps Wl
u'?oals, You Cgn Win, pe 29
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Irtowmoren with tho content of faith for Dy, Penlo ond musb
consider tho dbject of faithe OF wmt doos this falth of which Dre Farlo
gpcaks 85 profusaly loy hold? A brief answer 43 Zound dn Dr. Pealo's
USrdrd® Tilters,”! In o chort mmosition of I Corinthisms 13613 he ceys
that" there are thres powerful Spleit liftords "First is folthesfalid

In Godp and in Christy in yoursslf; iu your fellmmen, and in 1ife
:E."aaral?a“!‘{; Ono gt conmitie nwch of hia materdal to lmow vihind ho neom,
bub hore briclly otetod ave $ho cbjosts of falths Ood, Chrlab, cansoll,
othop pooplay and lifes Tho bomminology is sach thabt one can veed into
the beeh vmel of what he desivess Jub Y0 widorstand wiat noandng ldcs
in thess words for Dre Podlle ¢ne must exandne his writings in groator
detalle

Faith in soething ovizide of onescif 1o cascunilal, whatover ke
may eall ibe A pamwson rmst roly on some owbelde stwength to geb along
in 411‘(5,16 Tals ountside stvength which is the object of a peram's
faith ig Cod and His goodmasgl? Qodis ui.ll,""a Goad¥a Wm‘ym God as
o Person who cms.ao Hip specks of falth laying hold of Chodst, the
porfhctly dnbegrated-Resomlitye Siuco falth in Chrlst is am of

Wpiormnn Vincmt Peale, Spirit Lifters (Pamling, How Yorky Semm
Publicationn, Indey 0:195%); Be 3

163’9815 and Blanbon, gle Sites Pe 1l7e
ity

Novman Ve Peale {Hew York:s Pomunbooks, 0e2937)y
be h3s Sce also Pealc, You %&Tmiﬂﬂ 2

lﬂ ton and Peele, ge Slbey PPe 219 Lo
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®oalo, The Avh of ﬂg,m.!ﬂf.
“peate, Yo Gen Hia, pe 150
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ths basic considerations, note Dre. Pealots words concerning faith in
Chyist and how tho phrass is included in the paragraphs

loderny dynenic paychiatry has loarned that not only can man

change througr tho solution of nowrotic conflicts, but that oneco

i% is done he can also dvawr on energles the presencs of wiich he

hardly suspecteds The clorgyman directs himgelf o the reloass

of man's innder powerss "The Kingdom of Uod ls within you"

Through faith in Chrlst you can attach yourself to the flow of

Divine power. “Hohold," we read in & zroal text from S5te Inks’s

Gospel, "I give wbo you power o trcad on serpents end scorplons,

and weranﬂleagwofﬁhema and nothing shall by any

weans hurt youe" _
Thig 1s reprosamtative of the wey ia which Chvist i1s referred to in
‘the writings of Dre Poalo.

Dr. Peals distingulshes between tiro types of roligion; the ous
traditionzl and handed dom £rom generation w0 generation not haviang
any porsonal value, and 't:ho other & religion of personal experionce,
"Briefly, it [religion] may be dofined as the realisation of God in
one®s om souls It iz not %0 geb 8 now imtellectual or credel coneepiion
of Gody bub to have your heert straengely warmed by & sense of his
gplricual m-euanaa.“as The objoet of faith is thus gomsthing outsido
men, ag mentioned abovey bub also soncltidng in man, the prescsncs of Jod,
whoever he night bo. This concep’ bacomss cleaver when we examins the
means by which & porson comes inbo posseszicn of faith as understood
by Dra I’c-»a:laa_.all

Thvoughout the mritings of Dr. Peale wo see a very devoted belief
in the immortality of the souls There i po death. Life conbtimes

22pealo and Blanton, gne Cites De Ui Lo
2peate, Tou Can iia, pre 17 £f
ﬂ‘gﬂ@, Chapter 11T,

I SRS
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beyond this earthly existences This can also be called an chject of
faith, He makes some wondorful statements concerning life aficr deathy
but whab he aaysx;ith it assumes that all uho_die can look forward to
eternal Eifo.zs

It is difficult to sueccinctly state a dofinitlon of falth far Dre

Peals, But ag shown sbove its coateat and ita cbject form a broad

platform. HMuch of what he says of faith ia trues Unforbumately it

iz vhet ho fails to say thob Z{ea',vas mrch to be degired. HHouhere doss

he 1oy hold of the 1ife and death of Chrish as %o weans by wiilch mn

nag besn reconciled 'b:: Gode X% 15 cleariy & case of uaing terminolozy 1

in such a way Yhat if cue puts e Atoming Christ behind 1t, 1t becouss §
|
|

quite valid in places. Dubt the Atoning Christ of the cross; Who will

come again in glory, is cortalnly not the conbent, objoct, and core

of Dr, Peale's theolopy. He speaks much of faith and how to have it, |

and vhet it will do for & person, bub the one thing nsedful, nanely l

Christ and the Cross, ere found very much wantinge Ib beceomes & case !

of enything that is suceesdfui %0 attaln a well-adjusted daily 1life is |

valide ' '
l
I
|

251’&1@ and Blanton, 9D 2’;&.3 Pe 221,



CHAPTER IV
THE MEAIS BY VIHIOH A PERSOIN COMES INTO POSSESSION OF FAITE

Dre Horman Vincent Peale's works ave vitally concerned with helping
people live cuccegsful and happy daliy lives by practiclaz thelr z'elﬁ.gion.l
Hio purpose in writing this various books is to show people how %o
use religlon, and psychlstiy, in such o wey as to get the most out of
lifes Oas need bub look ab the witles of his books, pamphlets, and
publiched semmons 40 geo the emphasis placed on the “hoa® of ]ﬂ.vﬂ.ng.

Vitally connected with this "how" teaching is the explanation of
hoiw to have faiths The concern of this paper is a consideration of Dy,

Peale®s concepb of faith, This chapter deals with the weys and mesns
that a person can use, sccording to Dr, Peale, in onder to come into
possession of falth.

iAn adecmate sumary of Dr, Peale's techmique for having faith is
found in the issue of MoCallls megasine for January, 195Ls

The problem of how 4o have faith loous so large in so nony people's
winds that Peals is plaming to devote much of his next book
gpocificaliy to thdte I you want o have faith; he says, desiro
it deoply, wish for ity pray for i%, andthan'benavathatm
mgetﬂngit. This 1s almost the eguivalent of saying,
fﬂththnumaragetﬁngfaith,"butactuaﬂyitisamﬂecﬁm
of Peale?!s deen conviction that & sincere wish tends aluays to
becoe an actuality. *If you want something,® he says, "affimm
it, visualice 1%, beliove ity and it will actualize itseli.” ila
henmaﬂmthismmﬁmoﬂsbimstooﬁhermophhm

kis oum falth. (John Wesley had a sinllar convice
tlone) Mo also beliecves that reading the Bible and memorising
passages that appeal to you is of great valus.

‘sunre, pe 6
202, Bibliogrephy.
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The flvrst zule, then, is to have faith. Tho second ons ls o

place yourself wareservedly in God's hands, affiram his presence

congtantly, and try to subordinats your will to his « « « God

is your compenion, & benevolent, all-powerful, sll-understanding

friend who will help you if you let hinm , .dgthabasbyou

can, then leave the matter in the hands of God,
The abova 1s a brief statement of what Drs Fseale teaches and advances
throughout his literatnwre, The cuphagis ig definitely on the ability
of Ihis readers to carry oub the technigues that are outlined for them.
One cuny for example, nots hls closing words to his latest besit seller;.
Ihe Power of Positive Thinkine, %o sse this fack.h

Agein the close conmection betesn religlon and paychiatyy is

brought o mind when one deals with how to have faith according €0 Dre

Peale, The atxdvings of the unconscions mind are vitally comnscted with

having faith, “Pgychiatry postulates the unconsclous, in which it
Zinds not only savage impulses that give rise to fear and auxisty, bub
glso those striviuge which are the source of faith, and hope, and of
courage, as well as the basis cf creative strength."s Faith; flowing
fron the capacity to Llove in an individual, can be clogged and stopped
by conflicting feelings of the uncomscious mﬂ.‘nﬂ.é Dr. Sailey Blanton
claing that the unconscious mind holds the deepest feelings of our
natuves and if there is to be ony very real personal or religious
relationships thé hidden inhibitions mast be removed.! These fasts

3 =thur Gordon, “The Power of Horman Vincent Peale,® lMoCallls
(Jmﬂ’ 19515)9 Pe &.

Yyormen V. Pesle, The Power of Positive Thinidin: (Mew Torks Prectlces

Hall, Inces 0e1952) Pe 237s
5,
1 Ve Peale and Blanton, The of Real

(e ro:-gm n-muea-noue .%f ¢.1950); m.g':.i S

6;‘_5_-‘;0. Pe 86

Toniley Hlenton and-Norman V. Peale, Faith Is the Ausver (New Yoris
Abingdon=Colcesbury Press, ce1940)s ppe 17 256
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influence the way in which people are advised to develop faith.

Recurring agaln and again in T Peale’s books and othor published
material is the necesslty of satureting the mind with positive thoughts
and falth thoughts in oxder Lo got faith. This factk is brought oub by
the instructiens given to those who read the volwse Quideposts.” Faith
begins as a "thin trickle across the mind® and ean be built up by thoughts
of faith,” Iho Power of Positive Thinkine is £illed with the ddea of
getting faith by dropping faith thoughts into the mind and letting them
penetrate into the subconauiona..m It 1s .imporvant %o ast;:bush Loy
that Dr. Poale makes grent uss of the Bible when pregoribing this method
of developing faith, 4n example of his procedure is glvem in %his
section of his bosteselling books

You can achieve the most tremendous things by foith power, And
now do you dovelop falth power? The answer ios o saturete
your mlnd with the great words of the Bible, I€ you will gpsnd
one hour & day reading the Bibtle and committing its great
passages o mowmory, thus aliowing them to recondition jour pere
somality, the change in you and in your experience will be
1i%tlo short of miraculous.

Just ano secbion of the Biblo will sccomplish this for you. Ths
eleventh chapter of iark is enough, You will find the sscret in
the following words, and this 1s one of the greéatest formulas
the Book conbaings "Have faith in God (thatl's positive, isn't
it?) for verily I sgy unto you, that whosocever shall say unto
this mountain (thatls spocific) be thou removed (that is, stand
- ) and be thou cast into the sea (that means out of sightew
anytiving you threw into the sea is gone for goods The Ii o
1lies at the bottom of the sea, And the sea bottor is 1 th
ships. Cast your opposition called a "mountein® into tho sca)
and shell not doubt in his heaxt (Why does this slatement uss tha

Oorman V. Peale, editor, Guldeposts (Hew Yorks PremtloeeHall, Irc.,
00191'.8)9 De =iil,

Ztiaman V, Pealo, ‘GMEMM (New York: Prontices
~H&11, IT.IB., 0.19158)’ Pe 3a 3

%0010, The Power of Positive Thinking, ppe 93 £a
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the word heart? Because it means you are nob o doubt in your
gsubconsclous, in the imer easecnce of you. It ien't so superficial
as a doubt in the conscious mind, That 45 a normal, intelligant
questioning, It's a deop fumdemental doubt that is o be
avolded) bub shail believe that those things waich he saith shall
cone to pass, Lo shall have vhabsoever he saith.® (Hark 11322-23)
This is nob some theory that I have thought up., It is taught by
‘the most relisblo book knoum to man, Oensration after gensration
no mater what develops in ths way of lmowledge and sciencs, the
Bible is read by more poople than any other book, Humanity rightly
has- more confidence in it than eny other docunment fyer witben,
and the Bible tells that faith power works wounderse
v, Peale sposks very often of surrendering to Gode This is ansibsr
msan3 by uhich one is 2ble to gecure faiths This smrender includes
giving uwp zin and turiing to God by aa act of childlike faith and trust.
Pegle illustrates this swrronder to God in soveral ways. One of his
favorites is the exawple of turning on an electric switch as showing haz
one car twea oz the power of God in and for 'bhmselws.n Dxe Peale
ghows that surrendering %o God is 2 very simple cct, He makes the
challenge in his early book, The Art of ILiving, "ihy not tzy CGod? Ib
will wozk for you toop if you surrender yourself in childlike :E'a.:l.i'&h"lh
This method of securing faith by swrrender to God is closely related
$0 that of mindessturating, In his advice to a young lawyer suifering
fron depression D, Peale tells him to affirm aloud each day several
statenents of falthe One of these was, "I completely surrender myself
to God and trust Him and have faith in His loving kindnesse I knowr he

forgives me for my old feelings of resentment and hate. This forgivenms

12

u‘Mo, PPe 103 £

Xnqrman V, Peale, The Art of Iiving (New Yorks Permabooks, os1937)s
Do 132 fe

Bpeals, A Guide to Confidant Iiving, pe 10.
Wipeals, The Art of Living, pe 180
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is huppening nuw."ls
Proyer and techniques of how to pray ocour throughout the works of

Dr. Yeale., He gives a greab deal of importa.me %o ths power of prayele .
Prayey is another nothod for comlng into posscsaion of faith, Ib is a
Toipo=line' to God; a manifestation of faith and & way %o g2t fstj.'l:h.:"6
It macsh be stated at this point thabt prayer is closely associated with
positive thinking and suvrender as msans of securing faith. It is
impartaut to remcmber that Dre Pecle advances his methods for securing
falth by relating them to ocne another ia uany placce. Comnssquently,
prayar is also roferred 4o as an acht of surrender to Go:i.!'? The polnt
of emphasis in this chapter is that prayer bringe falth into the
pocsession of the belisving persoa who prayss A Guids to Confidemt
.{_L"@_..;g; 5lvos a tenmpolnt 1igt of notiods of prayers'’ There ave various
tyoes of prayer; but Dy Peals enphagizes the dymanic type which briugs
resultc in successful daily living and in sacuring & dynanic faith,
"Tho acquirdng of dynemdc falth is ascouplished by prayer; In‘»gof
preyers™> In concluding this discussion Dre Peals's words coaceraing
prayer powsy are in ordar: A

. lew and frosh spiritual technigues ave being constanﬂ;r digcovered

by men and womon of spiritual genduse It is advissble to
experiment with prayer powsr according o such nethods as prove

15reale and Blanton, oD Cibes Ps L0

lsmmm ond Peals; gps Siltey; pps 213 £,

T ide, pe 22e

Lpanta, A Gulde Lo Confident Living, ppe 113 .
Yreale, Mo Power of Posibive Teisking, ppe 5 Lo
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sound and effective. If this sounds neir and strangely scientific,
bear i mind that tho sscret of prayer is to find the procsss
that will most effoctively opan your mind hmdbly 4o Cod. Any
method through which you ¢an stimlate % power of Cod to flow
into your mind 1s Jegitinate and usable,
Proger is for Dre Peala, then, another way of coming into possessicn of
faithe
In empheslsing the way to overcome all the difficulties of life
in his books, D, Pesle owtlines meny methods of how to become adjusted |
to Life and mest any difficulty. & gwreabt deal is cullined for the reader
e do nimself, IThe Self Imarovement Handboolk exemplifics this point in

& succinct i’om.al Ths a_hili‘tar of the zcadars who ave ©o be helped

carrios over inte the area of how to came ints possession of faith,

This Ima-: been intlnated in the foregoing part of this chepber, Buobt this
can be seon more cleaxly in those parbs of Drs Pealsis works where he
simply states that ons ean believe with his own power to belisve, A
porson has it in hin 'l'._o hawve foithe

lsny weople fail to obtain the gift of Godfs power merely becauso
they do not trust thoir own capacity for faith. They assume they
have to be very strong, or vory great saints, but that lg not the
mebhod Christ teaches, HIL thou cangb beliove," he sald, %all
things are possibie." That means, let go of the tension and leb
your life ielax in'his loving cave, then you let go and allow

sour gpiritual rigidity to dissppear; your life will become an

open chamnel through waich the endowing grace of God will pour o0
il a frechet into an arid aud dusty counicy after a long droughte.

Thoe fact ig stated often that if ons reelly tries to hove faith; he has

20nid,, pe b76

ymn Vincent Peale, Self Inprovenent Handbook (Hew Yorks Sermon
Publications, Inces €e¢1950).

221 anton and Pesle, gpe Cits, Pe 120,
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the abiiily to bolicvo. (ne is cncowraged 40 rencuber Yihe ran who
deans on & ghorel cannodb opoct 0 lean on Gﬂdﬁ“aa

Vintever your problom; no natter how diffiouli, you_oan vrelsass
m_z'- tual power safficleat $o =olve youwr mnm Tha gooreb
iz ~forgyit ond Ybellevs,” Hvon though it may be hard to bellave,
do 1% nevorthclogse oimnly believe that Almishiy Cod will give
Hia poger U0 youe Pray and mowtally .,tield yoursel? ¢o Cedls
nowels Do this by efflwring that you have not sufficiont possr
within yoursolf and thaty therefors, you ave willing to pub
,,m*w:sa’l" carmlm.y in canmrzt with ppizitual favese The basic
orat of i‘w Uheiobion religion is not efford or will powor
:urm*’v?.:xb g they avoe The ssoret of Chrlstionity ic :E‘eiﬁzo
'i‘i:o only s‘ixmux.l.e 1% urged you 0 axuyd is the offort To bollave.
Thon arb is o leown 0 hove faith. Uhen you hwve done 80 you
bocans a chymell. thiough which divins power flowge I flows
Givougs Pron .t Toa then w:wa_!a..‘l. the uba'ee:gm you nesd to nmect
any situasion dnvolving youe

As o means for couing Anto posssssion of falth, sionly to have
Toaish 45 closoly Linked with the above proccdme, In the hrief article
a% e bogloning of this chapbor this wvap included in ¢he summary of

how Yo come iabo posgesvion of f&iﬂu& Baliove that you have falth

and you will have :E.'E:-.?'é It 1s ag oimple eo thate Aftor cutlining

“ho method of hobitanld prayor and dovobion ag a nothoed for doveloping
£alth, Dre Pealo stabtes in Folth Is iho Ansuse that "aow tho soocond
and wlidnnte nothiod for heving Soith 4 s dy to bave falthS o Iids

clear that this is anothor way 4o como into pogsossion of faith, mamcly,

reatta, T drb of Kvinz, pe Mo

Lporie, A Gulde fo Coneldent Tivings ppe 108 Lo

uora, pe 10e

25510mman lin (How Yorks AbingdenwUolmebusy
rress, e-l?.‘iﬁ)g I’Pt 356 %—Sﬁ
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b0 have faith.20

The accont throughout the discussions of how um can come into
possession of £aith is on the abillty of the perscn wo desives it
hingelfe In The Powsr of Pogitlve Thinkinz are found wards of e Peale
which shoir this euphagis throughoubs

Tho most powerful force in lmman nature is the spivitunl power .

technique taught in the Bibls. Very astutely ths Bible emphasizes

the method by which a person can make sonething of himself

Falth, belief, positive thinking, faith in God, faith in other

paople, feith in yourself, faith in 1ifee This is tho esgsenco

of the technicue that i% teaches, "I thou cansb believe,® it

auysy "all thinge ave possible to hin that bolieveth.? (iark 9:23)

Uil ye have faith « « » nothing ahall be impossibls Unto you.*

(Matthew 47221) “According to yomr faith be it wnbo you.?

(Matthew 9229) Bolieyamioliovogo it drives houe the truth

thet falth unoves mountaing,*” -

ith his eaphasls aluays on making veligion relevanh to tho
veople he is weaching, Dre Pealo wrges the procsduves for corrying
oot the technlgues of religlon and paychﬂatz'y he (and is associabs;
Drrs Dlanton) of:r.”er.a. Faith is possible to posssss by following certain
techniques of devaloping faith, These techaiques, or means, have been
ghown ©o be: the sabturation of the mind with folith thoughts, the
suerendse. of onegelf to Cod, éd:!.?igemtuseofpmar, believing wth
onets ow powsr to believe, and simply getbing faith by having faith.
The accend bas most definitely been on the ability of the person who is
ssoking to coxe into pousession of faith, Although theve is frequont
mention of the uss of the Biblas, the conosph of the Word of Cod as &

memsofmeato'mtaandpmsmfaﬁhiaenurawwgntotha

280.1? also Peale, You Can Win, p. 157 and Péale, The Power o
d L) ’_#ﬂ-ﬂu
Posltive;y_zgg& p.’:lf'._

2 Peale, The Power of Poslbive Thinking, pe She

N e — -




i e i RIS S

B - B

a7
thoughb of Dr. Poxlos The worls of $ho Baly Spiwdt thwough Hord and
Sacrerent is o conecpt boyend hias seops as any offective causo of faith,
Thic ic undcrgtondsble An the Light of the fagh thab Dy Fealc stens from
o' backgeound of Rofomad theology coupled with a geeab scasure of
riotern, paycidaitde nethods and baldefs, |




CHAPTER ¥

THE RESULTS AHD BENEFTTS OF POSSESSTIG: FATTH

&s it was pointed oub in the previous chapters, Dr. iorman Vincend
Peale's objecvive in his oreaching, counselling, and wrilting has been
©o ghow people how %o practice thely rcligion with techmiques outlined
for than. The practico of thess tediniques promises yesults and benefits
in the everydzy lives of the nsowrs which wll glve them welleadjusted
and successful iives. In parbicular; this paper hag dealt with Dr.
Pealefs concept of faith, a vitel part of his doctrine and practico.

Chapber ILT ghoged whersin feith .eansistad for Dr. Pealop uhile Chapber I -

consideved the nsans by which ono is able to come into possegsion of
this faith, In this chapter a brief discussion will be devoted to the
regults and benofits of faith. I

1ﬁ-auguounﬂ.smmgsom cannot bub again and sgein read of the
yagulis and benefits wirich are possible for ons possessing faith, Dr.
Peale points out the many effects which faith has on the 1ife of the
Sndlvidus) who has ite Faith in God, in onoself, in other people, and
in life, grant memy good results and benefits. Dr, Peale's writings
av8' 1ot wlthionk s substential mmber of Gass bistories to gapport the
practices he outlines. iﬁmm:ﬁwm!ﬁsb&i&so&m@smohaw
emperienced the results and bénefits of having the faith in God, in
themselves,; in others, and in life, of which Dre Peale spozks and writes
g0 profuselys :

17 one w1l turn %o the Bibliography at the emd of this thesls; he
will pee fron the list of titles under the authorship of Dr. Horman
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Vincent Peale thet he is concerned consistently with helping people
acquire well-adjusted dally lives, Fach title implies that resulbs and
benefits are being offered within the pages if one follows the advics
glvon,

Ib will be noted in the following discuszion thet much of what
Ur, Pecle says is corvects Howoverg agaln whet is left wmsaid is nost
sewious,

Tn Faith Is the Auser, Dr. Pedle polnts oub what he conslders to
be the chief aim of religiom and paychlatry.

The first function of roligion, and I believe of peychiatry too,

is %o point the way %o happler lives by teaching men and women

how Yo cope with a sense of guilt which is duo to thelr o

wriedon,

Pgychiatry uses its cun method of diagmosls and tveatments

Religion ﬁrlnaa to distreassod minda the knouledze of God‘alforglw- i
nesg and thus of the peace that passoth all uwnderstanding,

Dr, Peale is oub o help people attain happiness in this 1ife, He polabs

out that the desive for happiness indubiiebly is the fundamental goal of :
overy individusl,” Beliglon and faith euable ene to attein joy of Miving,® |
To have and 1o possess (od forever is the chisf end of wman, end this is |

%o possess the quality kaowm es happineas.h

Hlanton and Norman Ve Peale, Faith Is the Angwer (low Yorks
Abingdon~Coleasbury Press, ¢.1940); pe 109

i 2orman Ve Peale, The At of Living (New Yorks Permbooks, c.1937),
Pa 3e
Bm.m'rbonand Peale; op. Gite; PPe 152 £1,

4peals, e Art of Living, pre 8 fo
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Az & Pesulb of having falth, onots wiecle 14fo is mﬂe.s Thwongh
e 6
£2ith emets life can be yovoinbioniuod and sucessafnle 45 & resld of
“ho uow folyh thoughte that pemeate one's mind, he ip actually 2
“giffevent perpon® bocause ho lo thinidag "AiPPoraublyet!

The possoosion of powey is closoly Linked to faithe Falth gives om
cosbrn aowes 0 meot Lifaels a’afﬁ;acieaga "Falth guplios sbaylng powevs
It contolng dymenic to koop e golng whon the going is imz'é.“g indoniablo
magtery and conteol, over advergity o opwosition is exrclzed by the
nind vhen the driving cuwrey of faith is veloasad o

% cen almost heav sone of my readors sa:ﬁms minat sowls vouy

1:-:.-3.‘!., tut ¥ aover soy anyihdng Ul ¢hat in melipgione

only meang mwﬁwmllluﬁmung%oamm.ﬂ !c:el‘l,

Seiendy wou hove stabted and angyered your oun fallurs, Lra]i,r,!.m

hag Laoaz oaly form fow youy b is mth&ng but fomae Bub 1f you

will veally pub your mw in God and trmst your 1ife 4o I.:!a,

rolicion will chongs feon fom o poiars Foople who Srust God

ok ¢m~.zafmmﬂn chiiditho f2ith hecone uwadofeatehle,
indonttable mrﬁms w0 do things and for vhem 1ife ig a BSVED
ending dolight
1w has as a resuld of felih also e quality of lmperhxbability.
WChrlstionity pute tho stosleliln clament in poonlo; oo that they do nob

broel wder the hemors of ciremstaoncoe That precious dagmediont is

5 -
tlozman Ve Pealeo, The m;-‘.g Pogliive Thinldne (liew Toxks Prenticse
1, T00ey CelI52), pe L

ﬁ?wmn Vinoent Peale, You Oan Win (How York: Abingdon<lolmsbuyy
Prs q.ag 3113’3519 pt ﬂd

loman T, Poale, A Cuide %o Confident livine (Hew Towie Pranticos
E’ﬂ.&a Mag 0.19!&8)3 PPO @ i'.

Spaato; A Guide $o Cnfident Living, pe 55s
Trenle, The Powes of Positive Thinldnz, pe 111

Yhesto, 4 Guide to Gentident Living, pe e
:u!’aa:l.a, Jou Con {ia, pe 112
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given thom by falth® Falth gives a patient calmess that enables
ane to Live in twoubled tiness™
Az a resulb of fallh, one gains an ingight into himsel?f, It revsals
that frequently things go wrong because of conflicts within the porson
h‘imsa‘.l.f.:!h It also shous that there is @ ¥greaty old rugged charactor®
within a pergon whon no one can discourage or dafaat.:ls in spealking of
the iasight inbto sslf it mmst bs polubted cut that faith also grants
relief fron one's golf, the solf that harbors conflicts and griefs.
igeawine folth in, and practice ofy the Christian life will give you
rolief from yoursalfe®
Faith velcasen tho power which »ids ons of any anciety or i‘enr.u
Through f2ith in God one has perfech peacs by keeping his mind on Goa.m
Beginning with his earliest book, Ihe ixt of Idving, and contimzing to
'the progent dayy Drs Peale asssris that as & reswlt of childlilke falth
in the Hemvenly Father there is a rencwal of m.lg
Dr, Penle hasg much 10 say on the subject of healing through faithe
An ingight into his thinking on this subject 1s given ic us with these

wordss

Lhanton and Peals, ode Gitep Pe 179
Dreale, i Arb of Living, pe 8.
U anbon and Pealo, gpe Gibep De 15ks
]53:_5.&_;_., Pe 55

Wranie, Zou Can Wiv, pe 150,

M manton and Peale, gpe Sibes TPe 77 Lo
Bronle, Mo Avk of Living, ps T5e

EM» poe L6 £,
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Today wi fﬁ'ﬁhﬂ@iﬁ&ﬂmmmmmmm adesd,

*mlﬁn"s uocalmh.mmctfmammumu b’ w

amiyituiog to plyeicdl end exoblonal hoalth Loscuse :Lt- dea‘l.s with

mental giabos and atiitudone oy oman 41, as Ry

Wines I this booly dordve fron Luproner thinilng,©

iy Peals forla that falth ¢ esomnidal in the hoealing pmsa in any
cnses pdnee o much fliness i dus &0 pgyciossmatio mam, "ilde is
urimnpy and ainful beeavse &f is cut off fyom the flow of life-giving
foror, Sinple folth mnd survendor o God corvect this conditions It is
sonarinbio vhet o sinsave abbenpt to huemeizo our 1dves with Ged's
power will do physionlly, nentally, and spdsl .“22 Ol of falmsss
and o deglys Do 0hJectivity, it mush be auhagized that Drs Poale 1
Cofinliely aol ene off the advocates of o "healing-culif varicty of
pallglon, fe agsin and egain asserbs that 4% rmast bo & combingtion of

velizions flth ind nedicing whish 1o nesds 1we Pealels resly 1o &
buslnegmaats guostion on the gabject of whether £alth can heal, guns
un hig belia :

TTere are 8 good nauy muaut!mnhieaﬁad caxinles on recond of

peuple who have bsen hosled by Laldh,” I angrrede "0 cowrns,

L 4o not think we :ﬁmz%chmﬂ&n*a&ohalm%iuﬂan&mm&

alimande T boliove iu tho conbinstion of CGod and tho ductors

This vieupsdnd tolos advaniage of nodical sclence and thg, sulence

of, foaithy and both ave olamenbs in the heeling procsos,™

Falith alee rids e of doop pricf of all gorhs. As it wells up 3%
£ropheng the llfo £ tho indlvidunl co that he 1s nob ssur shoad

.
Gy C:E'j,f’ﬁﬁ"ﬂqa"

20poslic, A Gulds $o Confident Idwlux, pe 167

“peslie, Tus Poir of Posltive Miuklng, pe 250
bon aml Pealo, ope Gite; s 218,

“roate, i Pemr of Positive Briakiag, pe 1ibe

a’mﬂtm and Penle; ope Gibes Be 157e
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Faith 19 the golution for lonsliness also, as it leads one to the
olurrch el the Pollowship that is there with other people of faith.2
Falth wrbangles the disorganized personality which males many 1011933-26
There is a greaber appreciation for the brothsrhood of mane In this
camection nentlon should be made of the benafits whlch faith brings into
nerriage relationships, It cemembs them and resolves all the difficule
ties that may arlse.as

4 Purbhor result and bensfit of £aith is that one nced nob fear
growing old, - As faith removes 211 of the difficultdes of 1ife, 4t adds
the ability o nest 1ife in dld sgo the swme way that it doos in Jouts~
Doaih never wing in the end elther, according o Dre Pealo.>C Ons need -
never Icar concerning bis loved cnes who have passed ocn or aboub kimself
vihien he dless Drs Feale®s personal faith in dwmmortality ile exemplified
in the experience he velatos from hisz om life, Hs tolls of how ho fell
the porscnal prescncs of hig deceassd mother.ﬂ It is apparent that
Dz'e Pozle belioves thab beautifvl life continues for all afier doath,

regardless of their particular bellofs.

25_@_;1,-@,-, PDs 169 L
265_“:1;_., ppe 176 £,

®Tpasio, The Arb of Liviaz, ppe 186 L.
28mouton and Peclo, ope Gites PPe 195 286

2 oruan Vo Peals and Smiley Blambon, The Ark of Rosl Hepnincss
(Hew Yorice Prentice-fall, Ince; Co1950); Ppe 240 fe

301’&9.15, A Ouids Ho Confident Iiving, pe 22k,

Mroanton and Peale, gps Gibes PPs 175 £o Seo also Waimsright Evaus,
"Pisit After Desth," The Amevdcan Weally (October k, 1953)s pe Ge
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In this discusslon 1% st be brought out again that a person’s
abllity o bolievs and have faith ig vitally important, It is in
proporeicn o the falth ono has that he reaps the resulis and the beactits,
Dy Pozie quotes the Hew Testamende

The lew Tostonont sxys Taccording o your foith be it unbto youe"

e recoive good dn dlvoch proportlon o tho amouabt of faith wo

enercisss Loy T beliovey hiolp thou my uabolief,” ig the

attitude that opens the door to asir 1ifo,

To this point no divect mortlon has boen made of Dr, Peale's conocopd
of sin and fovgivensss iun comacotlon with the yesulits aud bensfits of
faith,. It desorves separate considoraticn ab this timo. The wiew of
gin advenced by Dr. Peale, end Dr, Blenbon, dhows & very atomistic
coneept, Sing ave individeal injuries vhich damage perscnalidy amd resulb
in frustretions, guilt complexss, and a variety of othor iﬂaa33 Sin
i3 describod as an ueclean wound that cuts dosply, and if not removed,

}
will »esult in polson to the mind and 4o the ]:l.fe.'u Both Dy, Peala
and v, Hlanbon assert thab no ovil thought is sin as loag as the niud
doag nob male iy ualoaﬂe.'?‘; Drs Pealo¥s abtbltude ip reflected in these
words fron Faith Is ihe Angwers

tWhat is the troubie with gin and loose living in genoral? Is it

nmevely breaking a sob of theological rules? o, the real tiouble

with 4t is thed it talms tho bounce oub of life, If wo live wrong;
and the old fresh delight in life fades, we take something inte

e gysten uhilch may add sest for the monent bubt soon grows bitler
a.z::l:!.e:;:wasaT::a.cl1'.9.:5’3;9.5-'6 ]

3R anton end Poale, ope Gities De B

Freato, 4 Guido B Contident Living, pe 37
oeate, The Avt of Living, ppe 79 fe

3531&3‘&& and Peale,' 83 _G_il-'_b_dp P 59

Bma,, pe 15
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It mast al=o be reflested here how Dr, Hlanton visws sin in the life
of the individual, Hls owm words best gun uwp how he coansiders ths
problen of gin and lis effect cm the 1life of the individoals
Thewe 1o a pwscept inherent in all relizicus teaching, that if

mmvmmwwmﬂmm thove 1s dafinitely o way

o do it Flrsb, thers mmst be a ea:zr.!.ct.i.on of sin or wurong-
t.oclng Socond, uLezems’ubamm,, or a dsgire to lsad

& betier .!.:i‘e. Third, restitution mmsb be uads o whomnever
Tmsbean injured o treated badlye Fourth, thero mmst bo atonsw
nenby selfepuniciont of somo lkkind or othere Finally, the average
pereon avvives at the polat whero he feols forziven. He is
the:zablc'bo ualaaup.ﬂ.feageim Obviouslyg no ono can go
thvough 118y camuw the ever-mounting bu:.*dfan of 8 diaa.ppmﬁng
ecascicnco,

The veusdy for sin is not the atonsnent of Christ. on the cross. Both
Dre Hioabon and D Peals emphasise the isportancs of a fesling of
forgiveness, bub Christ's sacrifico i nob the dbjoct of faith waich
regults in Lorgivensss for the individuzl through foith in Hin, TA
healthy mind," says Dr, Pedley, ®ig Christ's contribution to mens Falth
in hin clininstos the® sense of guilt which interferss with a healthy
38

nind,.® This gbatezont is true as favr ag iv gooss Dub there is no

nonbion of tho sbonoment, Dre Peale comtrasts the 1ittlonocss of ments

ging with the greatnoes of God, Cod is great and forgivos sins, e

ghould Torget 'bhm.ag

The Bible says that we are "saved tlwough felth.® That is;
salvation comes to us by agking forgivencss through our faith
in God and then having the faith to belicve that it ie granteds
for othor wiso old feilures and sins become en imbolerable load
that weighs us dova o that ouwr besb energles, which should be

3T1bid., ppe 93 26
3Bad,, ppe. 100 £,
ngq’ e 119 £2.
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usad to ngat todayte problons, ave spenbt ropend sterday's |
Eailmxaa:m . o |

Ono ip again and again encouraged 4o forged alns and wrongedoings end o
g0 forward, TFelth results in balag froed from tho guilt of sin aad its
gyupeonite  This resuil of Zailh is manbloned here to briug oub the clear
fact that Jre Mals samlebaly Eryupasa;:s s ghonansnt as the ohject of
the 2aith vhich yesults in forglronsss, D Peals maios ths statensnd,
Tour sins-uhs {God) wEll cover them all Sn & ninabe with his forgivins
_ ove 55 Howover, this i nob far the sale of Curist's 1ifo and desth
and resurrestions

This chapter hae showa whab ave tho reoults and bonefids which
avail the person who 1s in possession of the Lalth aboub walch Mre Teals
writes. Many £ius effochs ave offered, Peoplo's iwoubles and difficulie |
Jos will nell auny a8 & resull of maving faithe The hapoy, wellsadjusted
dnily 3ifs Ls tedrs resulting from faiths The experdento of many poople
peoves that these resulds and benefits ars possible. Ib must be pointed
ot simb whab is wisrld 1o ageln nosh erlonss This s only a logicsl
dedaction, howaver, following all that hag besn said concerning Dr, Peale's
conospt of faith, The troublos of people ave neb and deald with in a
very :vsbm;.raie and helpfal marmere The oriticism must como, oo the
obler hand; that the message of the Gogpel and its real affect on
spiritually demmd menklad is obasourede

PP ——
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ho?ealeammanbon, Ope Citey Do 51,
Woea1e, You Ogn Hin, pe 134
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