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Life is from God, He gives it only through Jesus Christ.

Life

This 4s the purpose of th.a Gospel, 20:31. To believe
on Jesuz 1s life. See part one of this unit. Note
also the many "I am" clauses used by Jesuss 6:35; 8:12;
10311; 1k36. Explain why Christianity is a very .
"narrow-ninded™ religion. Alwaya note how Jesus
mediates God and man; between life and man. See 3116
£r; 8:19; 5:23; 1415-7. There ia no 1ife outside
Jesus Christ, lsh.

in God has 1%s beginning in the new birth

If you ars a Christian, you were born again, You were
born physically by your mother, But you were also
born spiritually by the Spirit of God through baptism.
You were born, as John puts 1t, "of water and the
Spirit" (3:5). Read 2:23-3:15. According to wv. 3
to 5 1s it absolutely negessary for every man to be
born the second time? Why? The answer is given in
ve 3b and 6., Study the following diagrami
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To be in the Kingdom of God means to share ih the life
of God. For the Kingdom of God 1s where God rulea.
And whers He rules there 1s life., Bui note that there
are the two realms. That which is born of each re-
mains and must remain within the area of that which
has begotten it or gives 1t birth.l If men was born
of flesh, he stays in the realm of flesh, that is, of
sin and depravity. He oannot be in the realm of the
Spirit of life unless he was born of the Spirit. There-

11b1d., p. 215
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fore, no one can of himself, through self-disciplines
and ;?eraonal striving ascend high enough in the ladder
of the flesh to be able to cross over to the realm of
the 1ife of God., Study the following
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Kineoom of Man Death

Life depends on two "musts"

The firast must is in 331l;, "so must the Son of man be
1ifted up." dJesus here refers to the event recorded
in Numbers 21:8-9. Moses had been ordered by God to
affix a serpent of bronse on a pole. Whoever looked
upon this serpent, in falth, was healed. Just as this
serpent was set on & pole of wood, s0 Jesus would be
nailed to a wooden oross. This would be necessary, so
that whoever looks on Him in faith might have etermal
1life., Study the following passages and their relation
to the redemptive event in historys
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103150 <« Jesus dies so that liis own will not
have to dle,
1031 - Jesus dled for men of his own volition

1l « "oave™ for your sins and mine
L33« "prepare®™ refers to the necessity of
Jesus! passion aend orucifixion

1135052 g::us @ substitute for the ohildren of
Yhe second must 18 in 337. It depends entirely on the
first must (331l). Bscause of Jesus! redemptive and
atoning work by Eis desth and resurrection, the Splrit
of God can gilve men the life of God, That life of God
which man lost in the fall (Genesis 3:1 £f.).
Therafore, Cod hed to send His Son, if the world was
to havs 1ife. But man must believe in His Son, so
that the Spirit cam create in him this gift of life.

A mon guss be born anew, otherwise he will never sce

the kingdom of Gode

and Judgment
A person has 1ife when he belleves in Jesus Christ as

his personal Savior. e is under condemnation and
judgment however if he does not belleve. If ome doss
no% accept.Jesus, he 1s condemned now in time. He,
too, will be r;uurraoﬁod, but he will be resurrected
to eternal judgment., Study the follovwing diagran and

£111 in by answering the questionss.
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1, gehﬂegﬁg m:t; cogﬁﬂssd uith( the deoéaio:-: of
no oving? (See 9:35 If.
2. When does life begin? (See 5:2}) i :
g. When does judgment begin? (See 3316-21)
- When ia the final judgment? (See 5128-29)

‘4!"" plv Li"f
ETERNAL

TResvrrechion Dea #h

Judgment is not just aomething happening to us, but
something happening in us. The following 1llustration
may be beneficial. The day the tippler begins to

. 8oream and ory as a result of delirium tremens is not
his jJudgment. It 1s but the final evidence that for a
long time previously he had substituted alcoholic ex-
hilaeration for the sober facing of soclal problems.
For a long time he had been living in a false world of
escape, Again, the failure of a student in the final
exemination 1s not his real judgment. His actual
judgment arises from his daily refusal to study, so
that all his life he must suffer from the punishment
of indolence and ignorance.l So, tco, when a man cone
fronted by God in His Gospel does not believe, he

lquinby, op. oit.s Pe 129.
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places himself under condemnation and God's wrath from
that moment forward to all eternity.

CONCLUSIOR
1. Life is found only in Jesus Christ, the Son of God.
20 A man has life when he comes to falth.
3. A man can only believe if he is reborn of the Spirit,
ho Life 1= a gift of God.
5. Man i3 either in the realm of 1ife or in the reslm
of death and condemnation.




UNIT THREE

GHILDREN OF GOD

‘The Fourth Gospel says muoch conceraning those who are
the "ohildrea of God.® It 1s the aim of this unit to note
in the Goapel of John some.of the truths that he reveals to
the disciples of the Lord Jesus conocerning their status as
followers of Christ., This study should be most significant
for the Christian., For it is undeniable that Christians
often f'ail %o atﬁaoh_aurﬂ.ol_ox;t meaning to the term “child
of God," & term which s frequently found in Scripture to
denate the Christian's true relation to God. ILet us aee
what John hos to say in his Gospel regarding the children of
God,

The term "ohildren of God™ appears only twice in the
Goepel of John, namely in 11352 and in 1312. But the term
is unfolded throughout the book. The following study will
help clarify this term and to lead to & deeper appreciation

of its profound meaning.




A Study Ouide

CHRISTIANS ARE THE DEAR CHILDRE¥ OF GOD BECAUSE THEY ARE
CHOSEN BY 40D
We of ourselves have no claim on God to bsoome Hils dear
children. He and Ho alone has chosen you and me to be
liis. fTherefore, we as His children are exhiditions of
the wonderful grace and mercy of God. Give thought to

the following considerations:
Vhy was I born here? VWhy was I not born there?
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Why was I born in Why was I not born in that
thls home? hoh:’no?

Why was I baptized Why was I not brought up
in a Christian church? in a religion that does not
[ know Jesus as the Savior?

—

——

Exemine 1335 ff. and note how Jesus chose His disoip-
les. Name the six referred to in this chapter. Note
the word "found™ in v. 43, and compare this verse with
6270 and 15116. The word "found™ does not mean to dis-
cover by accident, but it implies in the passages in
this firat chapter of John the idea of "searching out."
The disciples had nothing within themselves to boast of
when Jesus chose them to be His disciples. And so no

m has anything whatsoever on account of which he be-
cumes a child of God. God chooses him moved only by a
consideration lying in God, namely, _nu grace. Look
up 6:65 and underline the words "no one" and "unless."
You and I have come to faith because God has granted




A

us the power to believe, Where is boasting? In the
Sacerdotal Prayer in which Jesus also refers to the
children of God (17:11), He says that we were "given"
to Him by God. God gave, because God chose. Therefore,
Christians can call themselves the very chosen of God,
even as lsrael was the chosen nation of God,

An additional study
Study the account of the Woman at the Well (ohaptﬁr
four). Hote the route of the journey; the reason why
Jesus stopped the social barrier which separated Jews
from Samaritansj the time when Jesus rests (the sixth
hour)3 the absence of His disciples; Jesus' method of
telling the woman the Gospel. Study these features in
the light of Jeosus! "finding":this woman- for she, too,

was chosenr of God.

CHRISTIANS ARE THE CHILDREN OF. GOD' BECAUSE THEY ARE BEGOTTEN

OF GOD
For a person to become a child of God it 1s absolutely

necessary that he is born or begotten of God. Refer

to unit two, ‘gection three, where the necessity of be=-
ing born of God is disoussed., Peruse 3:1-16 for a sum-
mary or‘ how a man is born of God.

Now study 1:12-13. According to this passage, we a;m
the children of God because "He {(Chriat) gave us power

to become the children of God."
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-who receive Him, 1.e. Jesus
T lle™ T ey g e, e

-who are born of God
In 1:13 John uses, in the original, the plural of
"blood." He does this for a purpose. What is that
Purpose? To undersatand his purpose, we must take into
account the entire verse. He continues in 1313, "nor
of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man."™ His
purpose obvicusly is to rule out the children of God
having Lecome the children of God as a result of a
human process. Only God is able to create children of
Godl He performs this act through regeneration. There-
fore, if you are a child of God, you beceme such thro-
ugh the creative power and the will of God.
Thus we are the children of God because we were born:

not of bloods (genealogy) but of blood (Jesus)
not of the will of man but of God

not as a result of any but as a result of the
other cause in man creative power of God

not because we were born but because we were
into & church family born (begotten) of God

CHRISTIANS ARE THE CHILDREN OF GOD BECAUSE THEY BELONG TO

GOD ;
Contemplate the following thoughts which appear in

chapter ten,

We are the lhoouapohg 01: {g'go 1l £f.
We are called 8 own -l]o
by Him individually, 10:1l.
g: ::: 5:3.'3 bzoauu He laid down His 1life, 10315.

We are secure in God's embrace, 10329.
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The last thought is especially comforting for the child
of God. It assures him of the new life and inheritance
which he now possesses. Being a child of God you can=

not be snatched away from Him, .You bollong to God, You

are His possession.

CHRISTIAWS ARE THE CHILDREN OF GOD BECAUSE THEY ABIDE IN HINM

AND HFE IN THEH
God is everywhere. But as & loving Father, God 1z only
in and with Hic children. Unbelievers can say, "God is
with me.," But only children of God can say, "Qur
Father, who is in heaven, abides with us and in us.”
This abiding presence of God the Fathe:.‘ in and with His
children is the guarantee that He will forever abide in
end with them in heaven. This "abilding" is frequently
referred to in Jobn's Gospel. OChapter fifteen is ocall-
ed by many the "Vine Chapter" because it gives a wonder- .
ful pioture of how a child of God abides in the Lord
Jesus, and how Jesus abides in him. Read 152111,
Keep ths following thoughts in mind when reading this
section. Why must I abide in Christ? What is the pur-
pose of ablding in Ohrist? What is the joy of abiding

in Christ?
The answers to these inguiries should be:
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Ablding in Christ -

Is absolutely necessary, v. 5-6, for only in
Christ can one do good works, and without Him
one can do not

Iz communion with God, v. 7, for the prayers of
1a'Tor 6 pacpese; ¥ 0 BAE Gl e Tyl
za"’zxﬁ’i%iéﬁ’i’n‘“ﬁﬁ gfvff'v?;ﬁp]i?%he Christian
chbeys God's will,
Tharefore, to ablde in Christ fills the Christian with
Joy, ve 11, for he knows that God is abiding in and
with him. It i1s not enough for a Christian merely to
follow Jesus, but the Christian must learn to abide
with the Lord. Jesus! firat disciples learned this,
See 1337,39. Hote that the disciples did not just
ffollow™ Him, but they also "stayed™ (abode) with Him.
The Christian likes to follow his Lord Jesus, but he 1s
& true disciple only if he abides in the Word of Jesus.
That His disciples might abide in Him is part of Jesus'
Sacerdotal prayer for the Church, 17:21-23.
The abiding presence of the Holy Spirit
The disciples could abide with Jesus as long as He re-
mained on this earth, But when He was to ascend into
heaven, who was to take His place and abide with them?
See 1l,516-17. Discuss the importance for the child of
God of the abiding presence of the Spirit of God.
Thus when we pray to God, the request for His Spirit
should be our £irst and most important concern. (Luke

11:13). Why? Refer to the following passages and
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discuss the added statements.

14316-17 « the llig'ly Spirit will abide in the bee

ever
14325~26 « the %ol’y Spirit will teach him all
8

15126 - the Holy Spirit will confirm faith

1687=11 « the Holy Spirit will convince the world

s of sin, rightouaness, and Judgment

16:13<1}} - the Holy Spirit will lead.the believer

into all truth
CHRISTIANS ARE THE CHILDRER OF GOD BECAUSE THEY LIVE FOR GOD
In his Gonpel, John devotes much space to the difference
botween those who are the children of God and those who
are noty those who live for God, and those who do not.
Seo unit four on "Belief end Unbelief.” Living for God
is believing in His Son (9135 ff.), doing His will
(6340), continuing in His Word (8:31), resiating sin
(8:3)4-36), not being of the world (15:19), not being
children of the Prince of this world (8:ll), and living
gs children of the Light (8112).
Many of these truths you lnow, B\}t you need to become
fully aware of them. The child of God who lives for
God must strive to observe also the following:
Living for God means worship

Study 12;1-8, 12-15. Discover in these passages such
features of worship as:

adoration

sacrifice

love

devotion

praise
honor




