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I ii'l'RODUOTIOU 

To read 1:.1~0 wr1 t1nsa ot Fyodor DostoyG'V'akyl 1a to vlev 

a. retLl and startl1n3 picture of' ciantdm. In h1a eroteaque 

oharacte:-e who r.iove hel;>leealy tro11~ one tr4uer\7 to another 

the retLder sianses !l new literary raal1ty, onet wh1ah baa been 

deepened by t he 1:1clus1on of the spiritual dw.ens1on. 

Gradually, you discover tbat the ra.ac1nat1ns feature ot 

Dost.oyevsky' e cl:ara.ctera and stories is the fa.ct tl'.at 1n 

tl':em you cee yourself. nere the quir:ta, the paas1ona, and 

even t.he "'"rou.ti:een trhicil one scarcely even admits t'hs.t he 

awns rice up bsf. re h1m in t be PGraon of a nurdorer, ~ w1ld 

sensualist , or~ na.1ntly 9rostitute. 

Cur pur ~cae 1n t ~is paper 1a to ar.&lyze the "r1tln68 ot 

thia penet1•~tinr; author 1n order to determine h1a oonoept ct 

eln &nd r or gi~enesG. The sources tor this research will be 

the Constance Gtu'nett. trsnslat1ons, the accuracy of vh1oh 

Will not be queBt1oned. '?he thought ot :loa,toyevaky which we 

w111 atudy 1s h1s th,)llt;ht a.s ht, expressed it 1n h1a &is.jor 

novels, t.1.lthoUf)! , by wa.y of 1nt.roduot1011, oerta1n aapeot.a.ot 

h1a lite and charact er will also be noted. Reteranoe 1o 

1:.·any different s pel11nga ot thla name ooour. The 
above spelling will be emplo1ed hereafter. 
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frequently rcada t.o tl1.e op1n1ona of' aneral ot Doatoyovaiq I s 

pr1nc1pal 1nt,ei';,rete:ro. '.fh1a 1s uaue.1ly done bJ way or 
1lluatrat1on, or 1n substantiation ot evidence a.lready 

df>r1vea directly f:t_'om. the WZ'1t1ngs or Doatoyevaky h1maelt. 

Dostoyevs~y was not .a theolo51an or even a completely 

cone1atcnt. rel 1s 1oue. tbinlter. 2 Thia f'aot. muot be kwt 1n .. 
mind ne we ex~ine his thouzht for theologicAl conoept,a 

auch ae ein and. :f'or~1veness. But a ~tu.dy or sin need not 

be con!'irted t.o e. tiieclogioal tra.rcework. Sin 1a. a phenomenon 

that occurs 111 r;1a.n 11 and it was 1n ma."1 tb.at Dostoyevey 

obeerved c-.1.'ld a.nelyzed 1t.' Iror, a.s Bel"dyaev S&JS, 

"Doatoievs!.::y ,:!.ev..,ted. the whole ot his creative enerm1 to 

one ein~lc t hol~e, 1I1an and man's- •ieot1!11• Ue ,:as anthropo­

centric t o e nlr,~st inexpressible deeree; t)le problem of 

ma11 war:: hie absorbiris pa.sGion. "' Jlostoyovslty muot be 

approeoh.ed, t. en, as ,mr.t he ia--a. profound obsorver of 

human 8)..-,;?Grience, a literary art1st_ who embod1ea his obser­

vat1ona 1n ch~r~o~ers ~a contrad1cto~J and unpred1otable aa 

real pe,ople. It. is from tbe t.urbule11t lives ot t hese 

aharaoters ar..d f"ron1 the stran5e dwelopcenta of t heir 11vea 

that. wo m\ilot e.tteept t.o deterrd.ne Doatoyevsky' s oor.oept ot 

o1n. to look for neatly phrased theolos1oal det1~1t1ona or 

_ 21-r1c .ol as .a~rdya~, Dosto~evs!c:i: An In;terpre;t.9'10P• 
translated by Donald Attwator· 'New Yorlu Sbeed and rare? 
Xna., 1934), P~ ,1. 

3Ib1d., p . 39. 
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ayaternatic expreosion .o~ ~hoUBht 1a to overlook the fao~ 

t'ha.t t he :i:r;.n tihos.e t hought we arc e7.!)lor1D3 1a a ~t1o 

port.ra.Y,er of h\ur.ani t.;y o.n<l not a ~1o{3tlle.t1c thooloslan. 

1urthermore, ~e are dealing w1th t~e thoudit ot a 

Cbr12ti2.n i'ian._ " ••• he (DootoyevSlty) alva:,s remainscl. a ch1ld 

or !luss1&-,, orthocloxy to t he marrcnr of h1s bones," ata.tt>B 

BeJ'dyacw. 4 Uis 11:relonr5 assoc!a.t'lon wd.th t r..e Ruscial\ 

Chuz,oh and ·.:ts devotion to its tea.ohingo b.,ire mea.aurably 

1nf'luencea. l~1s concept Qf &1n. I11 co11,1der1:n.~ Doatoycvsq' a 

O!"tbodo:c br..c!::c;ro,uld:. ho~1eiror, ,,e should. ]Y.)to t !1E> raot t.hat. 

he f:",?'U.tl.ttall;; bocat~e part of . & lo:t't wing trend. o~ 8uaa1a.n 

Cbr1st.10.1u t.y, n t rmd vhicl1 tmG che.rD.ct~rized by a more· 

opt11?.ist1c Er.ta.lu1J.ti.0?.1. of wan' s pct_ent1ol.1t:ten, and a preoccu­

pation \•;1th t h ~ terrif'y1n.r..~ ap!r1tual confl1ota. t1'...rough ~,hioh 

~an &l"r1•,;<:,s ... t nmr he15hts of f'a1th.S 

Doetoyeve!ty • 13 Ohr1et1an1 ty ttaD' Scripturally. orientated.. 

Dur1n,e l , :ts 61ber1c.n ex1lo, wb1oh proved,. to be· the turm.rjg 

point ot t,ia life an ·· a.rt, t he Bible· na pr~cttoally tho 

only '3.V:t..1l~ble rend.in:; material. Ur1ven by ltterar7 aa well 

a.a ep1ri t.ual ·:w.'l{,;er·• !)ostoyevc:, L-r.meraed h.1I'lself 1n the 

·.Go ope is. Eere he bes~., a. relat1onsb1P tt:1 th tb.o !icr1~t~a 

1lh1oh lasted 'tho reat ot h ,_s ·11:re. The extent or h1a· 

· dope1":dsnoe ou ~cl"1pture for b1o imdo:rote.rul~ ot mLU'l 1a 

4 -
~-- p. 79. 

5Ib14 •• ~p. G1...::,, 208--~. 



eatd.ly demc,.nct!'nted b:, r ~n om referenceo to h1s tour t1Ajol" 

workB. In '.l'},e Brqthc::g aj1!'2d'JAW. t.b:e ItGJ "Gr~d Inqu1a1tor" 

ohepter is 't•Tr1ttan around the G-.Jnpel e.ccount, of: tho t hree­

fold t emptntion or Jaoun Ulll.tthew tul-11). In Cr2J;\e ~ 

Pu...,1sh.,r,e1~t Ra.skol niko~,6 o,~mG to COl"J'OBB his .Bin t.Q t he' 

prost~tuto Sonia.,. c,ml c~o read to lun fra?:: st. John 11 the 

reco:r:.'i o~ Jesus• re.ls1ng of I.au.r-.1a tr:>m the dead. After 

t l:e mur derer f"ina.ll:,,. c.o.rc.e t.o repcnta.nce, he pa-., hio mm 

111'0 or fa.i.th .::i.nd fo1•5iveneno a.a a N&urreation. 7 Wbe 

?onaieeeed, or ::>e,mops ao t he or1rs1ml 10 ent1tlod, 10 a 

tlrmi!B.ti::-.... 'l.t 1on 'by :;,oatoyevslcy on h1s eontm:iporary Ruaslan 

ace1::o of t.~,e at.l"'Utt--•o t\P.d. vlctol'3' ot Obrist over t ho 

8 : 26-33) • Aocord.1nS to Troya.t,, the 

, con clm:.1_ 11 . r t. !Jcr.nin.. of Th.c Idiot 1s cont~ined 1n 

John 12:24,. ~.,-,lcr-: 1s Qttoted :H,,te!'o.l ticeo 1n the course o~ 

t he n ,-rel, 11 !'i.nd I o~:v ·t o 1ou verily, it t , 'l.& sra.1n ot wb.e:tt 

r.lc.ntei:l in t ,'\,e ea?"tb. cloes not d1e 1n t,ho oerth, it w111 

renu ... in oo:;.1t.ory, ,11 a .tr 1t d1~o· it w1ll .brinE: rortb r:.·.Hy 

1'ru1ta. "6 I'e r ~e.p &, . i n ti 10 vei•1 f act or noct.oyov:1-:.ty ' c 

· 6·-l,.ny d i:?:!'e ;,;-ent svell inss ot t he ct-.aractors' Mmes 
ocottr. l~erat:.f'ter, t ho sr,01111,gs o.t the Oonsto.nce Gunott 
t.ranslat,:l.ono .dll be &:~ployed. 

7Fyodor T'lostoy~vstcy, ·cr·1W, m4 Pun1ahmeJ?t, t~ansL"?.ted 
by Coneta:nco Garnett ( ~ew ~ork: ~'he !~.od.ern l'..1br&rY, 
0.1950), :,. 5:;1. 

8nanry •royat, F3:robrern}.: 'fhe ~ 21: Oogtoyevp'.t:Y. 
tJ-n.nols.ted oy llorbert Gutar~an (liew York: -::oy Pub11ohors, 
c,.1~46), pp. 323-4. 
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w11! bGlieve Ivan's ev1denoe, but. lie wtll go and 51ve 
it. ,\1Jos1:la am1led aottly. "God will conquer," b.e 
~boursht,:> 

i.t·he dist.reas of autfer1ng ls oalculat.e4 by God to lead 

ll1s rebellious children to l"epentance. 'i'he aotual nature .o~ 

repentance ,,111 be d1seuuaed later. Here 1t. 1a Sl)po.rtant, 

merely t o ·note t ht\t t his 1s tho goal of God' a tenacloua 

aot1v1ty within t be einne~, Vh10h resu1ta 1n &uttering. 

While he 1ae otill pla.nn1ns h1o crime Ra.sltoln1kov had & 

h1d.eous .,.eam 11'2 ,mich a peasant beat hie horse to death 

v1 th n. club. Ii.orr1tied by the dream,, ,Raskolr-.tkov wa.:a 

reminded or t he 5be.stl1neaa ot b1o OlfJl intention. 1111.ord,1 

he pr ayed, •st ow me my .path-I renounce that ••• Bccuraed 

dream o:t ru1ne.•116 This repentance was, or oourae, sbort­

l1vod. ~ut, o.1't.ei- the murder, Raskoln1Jtov vaG to,ld by 

- orf 1ry t ho.t -1B present a\U'terlng might be God I s means for 

bI'inslng hi m 1,a.ok to ta.1th.? Similar w.ere the experienoea 

of both '-l1t.ia.1l and Dmitri, to m•nt1on onl.y t.wo others. 

Doctoyevszy' a ct111raotera, however, f'J'eq11ent.l.y consider 

autteI'1ng t o· be . fer more valuable tram tserely &-"\ experience 

t~ouS,h l ih1ch the sinner is led. to repentance. '?yp1oa1 are 

the words of Sonia to Raokoln1kov, "Sutter and exp1a:te your 

5I)o.sto:,evslcy, �~� Bx:gt,bU'I Ke.J:amazov, P• 691t. 

0noatoyevak)', Qr1m! AJ1!i Pµn1sbJ;;tP:t, P· Gl. 

7~ •.• p. 445. 
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sine b-y it, the.t' s what you lllUat do. n8 Dm1tr1, Katerlna. 

Iv·anovna. an·i many ot..hera loo:ted to their autter1ng aa having 

a redon1-ptive, Gxp1a.tory effect. :i::ven Dosto1evaky hlmselt 

recalls t hat he and hie fellow exiles believed that their 

pwiisl".r..ent would atone• to:r the1r me.ny a1na. Thia 1clea of 

t he rec:!e :,.::," t.1vfi val ue of autter1ns la 1n oonflict vlth 

J>ostoyevs.~iy' n fundamentally C'br1Bt1an ou'tloo:t::. J"or .tb1a 

reason a brief explanetor,- comment 1a 1n order. 

Althouz.h many or Doeto7evsky's: charaotara oona1dered 

ourter1ng to be ~ad.emptive, tbere ia no a1tuBt1on p1etured 

1n whi ch. e.nyoD.e act uallJ reoe1YeB torg1v-eneaa 1n return tor 

hie suffering. The sutterer ~Umil lived 1n belliah torment 

:f'or f ourteen yoars, but he found no tors1veneaa until he 

finally conf essed. hi& sin, Nor did Raakol~ov' a atonement 

come from b1D suffering in pr1son, but, as a result ot the 

repent::.noc wh1oh c,v3ntually overtook bbl there. When 

Dostoyevsky expresses tb.1,a red,a;Jpt1v:e id.ea ot autterlng 

t b:rouGh l 1s 01~1.rncters • be is · portraying people ao they 

:really thi n.t. Not onl,- Dos,t,oyovslq, bat nearlt ever7 

obseMer of human nature seea th1s tendency within me to 

look t.a what he ha& done or to wh&t he has endured aa pq­

ment !'or h1s sins. l?eople not1ce th:.1-t others t1nd fors 1ve­

neas of sin durinz an ezper1enae ot sutfer1n&• From this 

"t.hey oonolude that. au.tfer1D6, theretore, atones tor sin. 

8 IQM,., p. 11,(YT. 
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They :f'a.11 t,o realize tl12.t autterins was Rez-ely the d1v1nel7 

vrousht op~ortunity throu.gb whiob <!od bro~ht the a1~er t,o 

repc:;ntance. 

The p:rogres, or 'Jl1an f'rom a1n bs.ok to God prooeedfJ trom 

aut:rerins to repentance. We muot a.lso, there.tore, e:xam1ne 

the nc.ture of rapente.nce. God r1saa up w1tb1n H1a robell1oua 

orea.ture &nd ma.lees l'J.m paintu-117 atta:re ot h1s a1n. Tho 

a1nner is unable to eaoape the proddingo ot h1a divinely 

awak~ned conso1ence. lie strusglea· to wrest blmaelt trom the 

ol1ng1nr; h!lnd of C!o4. but God wlll not cease to trouble him. 

f inally, 1~ n must either destroy bimael1' so Stavros1n. 414, 

or he ~nust rr.at~a the humbl1ng '11lgimage ot repentance. 

'l'h first. stae:e of th1a journey, as !lootoyevoky' a 

obai~acters exp::Jrienoc 1t., 1s t,he oontesa1on ot their sins 

before r..e11. 1'h1a step 1s unavoidable, booe.use in sinning 

a5e.1nat e.ny man tne;r have o-irL"led against all. Uaually th1a 

confession is f'1rst 1uade to one special po:raon, a.tter which 

a publ_1c coni'osalon or some k1nd tollowa. 1~armela.dov began 

by approach1n5 a aymp&t.hetio appear1ns stranger 1i'1 a drinkins 

house and ended by &ddress1ns all present. At.ter 

aaekolnikov oontessed h1a murdGr to Son1a, ho V4& directed 

to ab.out 1n the town square t.o every one there, ''I am a 

murderer." Be:foro Ivan or Dm1tr1 me.de theil' conf'esa1o,na to 

tne court., t hey had. a.lread1 confessed in-private to their 

bl'Other. .UfO&ha.. 



,, 
It 1& of interest to note that tbe ,eople to whom 

sinners s.re r.10ved to oontess are people ot SJ'tHLt ta1 th and 

love. Alyosha., oso1ma, I,tyahkln, 5on1a :mi T1hon arG the 

one,& t.o whom t11lty conaolenoea a.re unburdened, For, 

althoueh t.ceoe are tree trom gl'Oas outward a1n, tbey rorrsive 

freo-1:,, ~xoesd1ngly conscioua or tbeil' cnm sinful nat.UNta. 

Grumhen!i:a declared ne obe ttaa tJOVed ·to momentar:, repentance 

e.nd con!'eesion by :i.lyool1e.: 

I don 1·t knot: whe.t he said to me, it went straight 1,0 my 
heo.rt. • • rio 1o t be first; th8 only one ,11?0 has p1 tied 
ito, t.hat' s wbat it 1s... I've been. wa1t1113 all my 111'e 
for scr,~e one like you, I !inetr that some 011e 1111:e you 
would come· a.nd fore1ve rce. I believed that• naat7 as 
I run , so~e one

0
would re&lly love me, not only with a 

s!':i,a.n1sf'ul love • .., 

."'epeJ1t ance is t1. struggle trom bes.1nn1n& to end. It 1a 

only after 'l. i'1erce battle with h1uLaelf that the s1nnor oan 

brlns h i ,. aalf' to undarso the huc111at1on or revealing his 

sins even t o a. lov1ng, forgiving conteaaor. Almost 

1nva,r1ably, while this inward tight saea on., the sinner 

becoraee h.oi,t1le and Naaenttul toward h1a aonteasor. He feels 

e.s 1f t he conf'eoaor 10 the cause 01' the pain 1:1h1oh h1a 

oonress101\ 1s cree.t:Lng. It. is ao 1f' the eoni'essor ls a 

merciless tyre.nt who 18 clesand1nS. tb.at tbe a1nner de_stroy 

h1r~iael:r. 'l'.herefo;e, the sinner's ~ounde4 pr1_4e lashes out 

f:t'Om tuu, to tlme at his confessor. We soe this att1tud.e 1n 

the 01.;:tbursts or rage which Stavrog1n o:xhib1ted tottard T1hon 



dur1ng t he 1nterv1,ew ot h1a oonteaa1on. At one point M1ba11 

was about t o m~er ZO.aa1ma rather than conteea to b1m aa he 

knew be Lll.Ust. We see Ivan v1thdrav1ng trom Al.Josh& ancl 

Raskolnikov abusinB frail Sonia 1n the aame kind ot reaat1on. 

Si:milarly , the sinner teola terribly proud and b1~ter over 

age.inst t he people to whonl he must make h1a public aon-

1"esc1on, as 1t t hey were the oauoe or h1a hum111Cl.t1on. 

L' or .)ostoyeva?cy the easence of a1n 1a t~ 1'189 up 

det1a.ntl,v before God. Correepon.i1De;ly, the eaoence .ot 

repentance is to bow down 1n hwnble aubJeot1on to God. 'lh1a 

attitude ot penitent aelt-renuna1at1on tinda c1rat'!at1o ex­

preoe1on i n t t e act of k1ss1ns the earth and ttater1ns 1t 

H1th tears of sorrow for a1n, ¥h1ch ao J9DY ot I>oato7evat,'a 

chs.re.oters employ. In bowine to tlle earth one 18 bov1ng to 

God, f or a.2 Dm1tr1 se;yo, t he earth 1a "th• hem of the veil 

1n wh ich r;,.y !3od 10. shr.:>udsd. 1110 i·bis ombrao1ng ot the eart.h 

in r .epQnt ance Iil:Ust be done by the holy Zoaa1m& 1n h1a dying 

mort:enta as well as by the murderoua RaakolnikoY. It. 1a the 

renunciation ot ever1 prowl assertion ot treedom trom Ood, 

the ultimc.te ~c!tnovledgment ot one'e creat\,rely dependence 

upon t e Creator • 

.i\o such,. th1a paos1on:Lte k1aa1n{\ ot the earth 1a the 

zaeet1n3 point or oontrit1on and ta1th 1n the exper1enoe ot 

Dostoyevmky 'a cbo.raoters. Not only te-o.r and despair, but 

lOnw\., p. 110. 
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also humble tru&t in the r~~g1v1ng love o~ God muat &Z'1ae 1n 

tbe heart of ons who returns to God. Despair alone 1a not 

enoush. li'o•r, f!.D '~lyosbR. ea.ya ot Ratldn: 

Ii3.t.lt1n ~ Goa !;')lle of:r t.o t'he back-alley Aa ions as 
Rat.lt!'n ~roods ove;- hia tq'OD15a, he w11i alwaya go otr to 
t he oac·z-slley. • • But the hish road. • • Tho roa.d la 
wido and at ra1sht1a.nd bzai5ht aa orrata1, and the aun la 
e.t t 'he en.d or 1t. l ~ 

The 01~.n&r may recei ve thia forgivJ.ne love ot God tb:roUBh a 

person. \!e i"!nd Rasl<olnil:ov accepting tl't.e f'orsiv1ng love of' 

Sonia a o a token and pa.rt ot bls newly repentant ta1th. Aa 

was n,entioned above, Gruahenlca acoepted the forgiveness 

exte"''ided t her by Alyooha. Then there ,-rere the D&ll1 troubled 

aou:?.e wh ca. ~e to lossiD'.a, T1hon, and 1:yab.'dn tor the 

~&Gur~noe or divine pardon, These Chr1atl1ke beatowere ot 

fors1~eneas are both s,inbole and instruments or Christ 1n 

ihoee nwne they aot. 

Throu~h sorrow tor ein and trust in divine mero1 tho 

a~nner 1s brought bsok to Goa against Wbott he had rebelled. 

B7 this retum t he p1~bleme ot h1a a1n aro solved. Hia 

pride has been va.nQuiahed in the very aot ot repentanoe. Aa 

he dret:s near to God 1n llumble aubm1es1on, b1a der1onlc 

maate:rs a.re overt.hr:>vn, nnd the reign or God la restored 

W1th1n h l m. Divine torg1venesa atrallo"a up })1e burden °~ 
e-..i11 t. fie is at peace vd tb God and can onoe a.i a1n anaoo1at~ 

w1th h1e f ellou men. A glorious aenae ot rellef come• over 
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the ro,rg1ven sinner. Tb.1,s appears strildllf.17 1n the case or 

i oas1:me., 111 Zossimt1.' a otrange v1o1tor, JU.bail, 1n Dmitri, 

Ivan, and finally to l~skoln1kov b1mself: 

lie t i:.ought of her. F.e reme:abered how continually be 
luvl t ormented her .and wounded her he&Z't. He remembered 
her 9~le sz-Jl th1n little faoe. But these :reaolleot1ona 
sct\l'icel:, tr-:>ubled him no,1; he i:ne11 with what 1nr1n1te 
lovo l!e ·would nm-1 rep;.y al.'!. her eutter1nss. And whe.t. 
wer•e a ll t he e,r.on1eo ot the past~ Everything, wen 
h 1fl or1~c, h1s oentenoe and 1.Llprisoment, seemed to 
hitn now in t he 1'1:rst rush or reeling an external, 
strnnse r - ct with which ho bad no eoncorn ••• iz 

This 1c the story ,1nich Doatoyovsky tells id tb, great 

deptl e.11.d. power--tbe story of sin and rorg!veness. s\t thia 

point he -rea.c es ,t;et 1s apparently the i1m1 ta or his 

experience ~nd interest. Ha does not carry h1a newly re­

storou. stnnera fttr into their Ohr1a·t1an l1te. Although he 

does .!.ncJ.ml.e ea.into ln hts stories, tbey s.re 11reii.dy-made
11 

and not peo~ le wllose tall end recovery tLe ho.a presented to 

us. 13 . :rtor be bas brou{Sbt ble murderer, llaskoln1kov, trom 

thG deptl::s ot• sin to t he verse or the new l1te, Doatoyovs!q 

has t h is t o say: 

But t.ho.t 1s the ber,1nnlns: or e. new atol'Y.-•the story ot 
t he S?'S.dual rene,10.l or c. man, the ato!'y or hia sradual 
r egener.&.tion, of h1a pass1ng f'rom one 1torld. into 
a.nott:er, of h1B 1n1 tiat1on into a new 1.mlmOwn 11:f'e • 

12 oatoyevaey-, c;c~e. ~ ~unishment, P• 5:,l. 

l31t 1s true t~at Dostoye~sky bas 1oasima g1ve a br1et 
accoun~ cf b1s 11fG ot o1n before be repented. But that1 1no.1d.ental fla.ah baclc 1& hard.ly "the story of the sz-adua 
l"enetia.l of a. rr.s..n, tt such as we, l"eter to here• 
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That mi s.ht bathe aubJeil or a new atory, but our 
preoent. ntol'"'J ls ended. 

Suoh a ''n.ew" sto?-Y Doatoyevsky neveJ' suoaaeded 1n telling. 
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