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principel gifts of utterance, tongues, and prophecy,

and then Imowledge, as things which pass away, with

the three things which abide: faith, hope, and love.

Here then, side by side with the riches for which the

apostle gives thanks, we already dlscover the defect

which affliects him, This defect stood in relation to

the character of the Greek mind, which was distiaguished
" rather by intellsctual and oratorica% gifts then by

seriousnoss of heart and conscience.

Verse 6, which is largely parenthetical, is a personal
reference to Paul's comparatively long ministry (over one
and 2 half years) to the Gorinthians. His preaching there ¢
was the humen instrument for the imparting of these spiritual
gifts to them. Peul had greet opposition at Gorinth
(Acts 18:9 £f.) but faithfully continued his witness %o
Christ among them; and God falthfully "coafirmed" this wit-

ness, making it effective (efeBeiwiv),

As they are daiiy enriched mora.and uore, and their
deficiencies oliminated, they "weilt for the revealing of
our Lord Jesus Christ," verse 7. Now they have the gifts,
then they will have the Giver. They have = forstaste of the
Paithful One, so they yearn to see Him face to face. Though
the unbeliover will "shrink from Him in shame at His coming,"

1 John 2:28; Luke 17:30; the believer will set his hope
i
fully upon the "grace that is coming to him at the revelation |
|

of Jesus Christ,"” 1 Peter 1:13.

Verss B continues: "Who also will sustain you to the end,

guiltless in the day of our Lord Josus." The "who" probably

2

odet, Ope Gibe, Pe 53
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refers to its nearest antecedent, Christ. Christ will con=-
£irm us, 1.0.; s Paul explains the term in Col. 2:6, cause
us to be "rooted and grounded in Him." How faithful God is
to give us such an anchor of hope: Christ Himsolf shall con=-
firm us until His own day. His faith.t‘ulnass; is furthermore
expressed in the phrases "until the end" and "unreprovable.”
(1 Thess. 53:23)e

Verse 8 was so full of the thought of God's faithfulness
that Paul must cry out in verse G: r-ru-in‘s o Bt.;s » God is
feithful. "Tho statement is brlef, almost .bllunt. Its very
brevity and bluntness show that 1t admits of no question. It
is eternally ai;tesi;ed."6 It is the essence of all he has been
saying. All these gifts of grace in Christ are the signs and
irpofutable proof of God's faithfulness. "It 1s really the
fundamental affirmation of the whole letter." !

As greet as God's faithfulness may be, 1t 1s revealed
always and only in Christ: "by whom you were called into the
followship of His Son, Jesus Christ our Lord." Kecev w v ta is
derived from xavvog which mesns "common,” and has tho same
root as "syn," v.-ith.a It means: partake, commune, be &

partner, companion, in union with. In our text it means that

6.'!' . Campbell Horgan, The Corinthian Letters of St. Paul

(New York: Fleming H, Revell, 194D), Pe &2e
TIbid., pe 184"
8. = H "@ellowship,” A Theological ¥ord-
Ces Ee Be Cranfield, -} gﬁaﬁn_o%_rﬂ_hT_k

book of the Bible, edited by Alen Ri ow York:
t&acmiﬁa'ﬁ',—'lep. 81-83.
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we are made ons with Christ. The parallocls in this paragraph
have alraady been noted under verse i, and there are many ‘
others in this and all Paul's epistles. So fully is God's
faithfulnezs channoleé through christ, that He is called
simply "The Faithful Ore," Rove 19:11. In 2 Thess. 3:3 it
is said that "the Lord is faithful," and in the New Testament
"Lord" refers almost exclusivelyrto Christ. See also

2 Core 1l:18 ffe All thet Christ does shows us the faithfulness

of Gody He is Cod!'s faithfulness ln action.




CHAPTER VI
THE FAITHFULNESS OF GOD AND TELPTATION
A Study of 1 Corinthions 10:12-13

In this section Paul discusses the raithfulness of God
a8 it relatos itsell to tempbtstions. Although there wers
multitudinous moral difficulties at Corinth, the Corinthlans
acquired an alr of self-satisfaction, complacency, and carnal
security, i:0-8; 6:12 £f. In order to shatter their pro-
sumption, Paul warned them of how the highly=-blessed Israelites
were overthrown as & result of thelr sins, That is to be'a
warning sign to them: "Let him that thinketh he stands,
telte hoed lest he fall." But Paul does not want the Corinthians
to go to anobther extreme, and despalr as if thelr aitugtion
were utterly hopeless and falling inevitable; so he counter-
balances his first point with the truth of God's faithfulness.
The faithful God can not only save bhem from sin, which is the
cause of falling; but He can save them from temptation which'
is the cause of sin. Paul says, in effect, "You are not per-
fect, so do not be presumptuous;_but neitheﬁ despair, for God
is feithful,”

Paul beglns with a "therefore," Sete , which points to
yhe fact that this 'verse is a summary of what had proceded,

“"that this exhortation to watchfulness is the inference to
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be drawn from the loregoing examplesa"l In the previous
verses Paul related how stably the Israelites were standing,
and what glorious privileges were theirs:

I want you bo lmow, brethren, that our f'athors were all

under the cloud, and all passed through the ssa, and all

were baptizsd into lioses in the cloud and in the sea,

and e2ll ate the same supesrnatural food and all drank

the same supernatural drink.: For they drank from the

supernatural Hock which followed bhem, and the rock was

Christ, versaes l=l.
If the Israslites had such an enviable standing, the
Corinthians! was sven more so: they had the Christ incarnate,
crucified, and resurrected. They had not only the tynes,
but the actual Baptism and Eucharist.a All the gifts of the
Spirit were outpoured on theum.

Paul rust remind them thet the Israelites, in spite of
their high stending, were vislted with God's judgment:
"With most of them God was not pleased, for they were over-
thrown in the wilderness®; "23,000 fell in a single day’;
"some of them were destroyed by the Destroyer"; "some of them
were destroyed by serpents,” verses 5-10. Tho same devastating
£21l could coms to these Corinthians, thorefore Paul warns
them: "Take heed lest ye also fall," Ais.you were privileged
like Israel, so you can also fall like Israel.

But why aid Israel fall; what was tho cause? It was sin.
They desired evil, practiced immorality, indulged in idol-

atry, tried the Lord and grumbled, verses 6=10. And what would

;F; Godet, Commentary on First Corinthians (Edinburghs
T, ana 9. Oleck, 18007, TT, 8+

2Yp1d., Pe 59s




20

cause tho Gorinthiens to fall? The saue thing: sin. 8o
Paul warns them: "Do not be presumptuous; you, too, may
a8in so as to fall,"

Having worned them, Paul Imuedlately comforts them.
He doez not want them to despair as ir failing were inevi=-
table, 8o he points them to the faithfulness of God. "The
Lord is reithful, He will strengthen you from evil,"
2 Thess. 3:3. Their security 1s not to be their steta of
" perfaction or their tested faith, but the faithfulness of
Gnd.3 Paul proceeds to give the proof of God's fidelity,u

The rirst proof is that God deals primarily with
temptationa,s neot sin. Sin is the cause of downfall, but
temptation is ths cause of sin. God zoes right to the root
of the problem: He deals with temptation so that sin nuay
not issue from it.

The second proof of God!s fidelity is that He only per=-
mits such temptations to come upon thom as are common to man,

av®pw mivog; Literally, “humen," That means"such as men are

s o . ,
C. Hodge, The First Zoistle o the CUorinthisns (Hew
York: i‘ioddag a'an?i"St—oug'EEo'n"', 'n"'"d‘f a)io Ped02e o

h.Ibidu Py p.c 183.

5 _ ‘
- ientators mainteln that rmof means both

temptarifgig ggflnrgggal due to aifliction erer (Godet, Hodge,
Grosheide, cte.). But in the light of tho context, I think
we are compelled to take it as referring almost exclusively
to temptuticn (see espocially wv. 6-10 and v. 1ll)e No
mention is made of the advanteges to be galned from trilals,
as we might expect; rather, falling is mentioned. Note
also the negative tone of ve 13 and the nascessltiy for escape.
All that is said hero is true of trials, alsoj but I think
the raferonce is mainly to temptation. For tho raithfulness

of God in triasls, see 1 Peter 4:12-19,
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able to bear, accommodated to human sbrength.“6 Godet
very appropriately warns: "'A temptation proportioned to
the strength of man'; but without isoclating man from God,
for God only can glve man victory even in the slightest
temptation.“T

God will not let man be teupted beyond what ho 1s able.
Emphasis should be placed on the word "let,"” ¢dw . God is
in control of the uniﬁerse. He may psrmit Satan to try
believers as he did Job, but Satan is always limited; he can
only tempt us in so far as God permnits.

And God is faithful, Who will not pormit you to =ba
tempted above that you are able, umép 8 Sumeld¢. It does not
say that God will not pvermit the Christian to be tsﬁpted
at all, or even thet his temptations will be light and
superficial. But He does promise that the temptations will
noever surpass the Clristian's strength.or endurances No mat=

ter how weak he may be, he need not worry, for his temptations

will be even weaker than he.

. oHOdse’ OPe. 9_1-_‘5-, De 182,
TG‘Odet’ ODe cites kp- T1.

8 3 TSl then some power?
Godet's note is interestings Has man
And if tho matter in question is what man can do with tﬁe
divine help, is not the power of this help- without 1limit?

But it must not-be forgotten, that if the power of God is in=-
finite, the receptivity of the bellever is limited: limited
by the degree of spiritual development which he has reao?ed.
God kmows the measure, Paul means to say, and he prgpor?h:ng
the intensity of the temptobtlon to the degree gf power which
the believer is capable of recelving from Him." Ibid., De T2e
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But with the temptation; God will make alsc the escape;
t ¥Baeriv, the way to "welk aat" rather than fall. %Ths Lord

knows how to rescue the godly from temptation,” 2 Peter 2:9.

fiscape may be gained in two ways. DLEither (od can put an
ond to the situation itself; or He can rid the belisver's
heart cof the fascinating charm exercised over him by tho
tempting object, and change 1n§o disgust the seductive
ettraction which it exercisod.

Because thoere is an escape; Paul can tell the Corinthians in

verse 1llp to "flee." _

The verb is ;nteresting in this phrase: "God will alsé
make along with the tamptat‘.ign the escspe,™ troc WEiL ouv e
God Himself will make the eacape, and He will make it con=
comltantly and simulteneously with the temptation. Just as
the Chiristisn is painfully aware of his temptation, he-cen
also be joyfully aware thabt there is an escapes. If he believes
God's Viord, the weight of the teﬁptation is itself proof of
escape. God makes the escape ¢|;v the tempitation, not
"after," or "when it becomes too burdensome,” or "if Ho deems
it necessary," but "with." .

God will mako %ha escape that "you may be able to bear
1t, "8 SbvarBu feonpRév, Sin will not welgh the Christlan down
and cause him to falle Ideally, no man need fall since God
has made such provision snd escapa.

When our sins cause us to Tear lest we fell, we have

this confidence that God is faithful. Thereforse He will desl

Hbide, ppe 72 Lo
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with the cause of sin; temptatiocns, and accommoiate them to
human strength; meking simultaneocusly with the temptation

a moans of escape so we can bear it. God 1s falthful.

.FJ ™ S, i




CHAPTER VIX
THE FAITIFULASSYE OF GO EXPIRISHCED IN CUFFERING
4 Study of 1 Foter [:l2-19

The {irst epistle of Pestar is oiten called the opistie
of surferinge. Thnt note is certminly dominant in this para-
graph, whore refereonce is made to fiony br;!.al.s,' sharing in
Corlstta sulioring, hoing revilod for Christ,; obce ' It is
sasurstod In au’foring. But in tho heat of trisls, we have
also the u_nquc;nch:'-.bla glow of God's falthfulnosss Sufferers
are cxhiortod c.o antrust themsclves to a faisthlful Croutor,
ie6es tha Une ¥ 1 ;1111 uee all thair sufforings for construce
tive pumores, to banafit tl:ome Though their trials pain,
they will also purifly theme I% fnct-.. thoy will draw thom into
& closer comwunion with God, causing Hls Spirit of Glory to
rost upon theda, a.m-.i thon to glop:‘.fy Goles 4And as thoir sullore
ings woipgh tiwm down, the hope of His Socond Coming will
bucy Ghow upe- At that day they will rejoice with cxultation,
for thoy shall uee_cz;snt.ion' consumuated and porfectad. With
the eyes of & realistic men Ste Pober can 800 much sulforing
in this 1ifa; bub wlth bho oeyes of falith he can sew that
w'hic‘n is so incom',‘mrably and eternally more ro:l, a feithful
Croutor. God is felthfule

Patar bagins with tho lmporssive: mw ﬁcwc‘!‘%"-_! "Don’ &
be mmazed or astonished at tho trial by fire you have o

undorgo. It's nothing strange or surprisings” Indeed, the
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people of Asia liinor were already accustomed to many kinds
of trials; the previous portion of the epistle is zbundant
with such incidents. But now thers probably are organized
persecutions: they are being reviled for the name of Chrilst,
suffering Ior Him, and undergoing all sorts of fiery ordeals. :
This had come as quite 'a shoek, "for which the ordinary
trials of life in a heathen environment; the arbitrary blows
of surly masters and oven occasional prosecutions before a
magistrate, were no prepnration.“l Truly, "all those who
live godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer peraecution,‘i
2 Tim. 3:12,

Thoe trial by fire that is coming upon them, ¢4 v Vv

nUpWER Wpd§ W pacme? IV pivomivw, will be a true trial,
1.0, it will test them and discipline them: This 1s similar
to the metaphor of the purifyins fire in Chapter 1:7, "that
the trial of your faith, being more precious than of gold
that perisheth, though it be tried with fire, might be found
unto praise and honor and glory at the appeering of Christ
Jesus." (1 Gor. 3:10-15; Is. }8:10). Not only should they
not be surprised by trials, rather they should count them all
joy, for they cause them to be "perfect and complete, lacking
in nothing," Jemos 132-lje Thus, God is faithful to make
persecutions and trials beneficial for His chlldren.

‘Bleckwell, 19i47), Ps 162«

ip. W, Boare, The First Epistle of Petor (oxford: Basil
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Poter continues: "In the measure in which,” "In so
far as ( K4¥%e) you share in Christ's sufforing s « » " Wien
a Ciristlan sulfers for Christ and His Church, he 1s sharing
in Christ's sulferingsmwevsits -h';';-hi Yputod mlﬁmﬂv « Phil, 3:10:
"tod yvdvac 2V WY o 0 o Kt KoOvweitr ndDumliuv QOhd
Seo also 2 Cor. 1i5; John 15:18-20; Matte 1032l f.5 1632l
Col. 1:2)j. Ve should rejoice because such suffering forges
& new 1ink of fellowship with Christ;> the bond of unity is
tightoned as we suffer like Him, for Him, and with the same
resultes, in thoir degree, which His suffering eflfeccted,

T ZI.“--12.3 But we must not zo to the extremes of mysticism,
thinking thot we can feel the actual sufferin; of Christ.

Lis a result of such sharing in sulffering we should
rejoice,xuipcft. Rejoice not in spite of suffering, but
because of suffering. Joy springs from and is nourished by
suffering. Howevar, this 1s not any kind of suffering,
but only that sufforing which resulis in & communion with
Chrigt. Suffering as an end in itself is useless, it must
be for practical raasona.h (Romens 5:3=5). We have uany’

examples of such sulfering and rejoicing in the book of Acts.

aIbid., Pe 16—'.0

3 n o l 3 th
- =z WA Cpitical and Exegetical Commentuary on the
Epistlgs %%55%. Poter end St. Jude,” International Critical

Comment ary (New York: Charles Soribrer's Sons, 1G05), XLI,
176,

IIEBGI'G, _QB. _(_!_;_t_op Pe 1650




