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1,4. 

(vv. 7 and 8); we experience God1s fidelity tbroush fellow-• 

ship with Him (v. 9). (See also 1:30). 

Paul then enlarges on wba t this SI'&Ce ((iven us in Ohri3t 
' 

is, i.e., he explains hO'II God e.xpr.esses His 1'aith1'ulness 1n 

Christ. "In every-. way .you were enriched :tn Him," "verso s. 
2 

"Enriched" denotes abundance. . This abundance is further 

express.ad b7 the double usage or 11all" 1n verse S: ''in all 

uttaran.co and in al:l lmowleclge. n ;{'ho verb is in the_ paasive, 

.\·.rhich indicates t llat God ·-1.s the author, He alone enricbe,d 

3 • +' t hem. Thia enrichment was •' ·"'~v ~. in every sphere; in. no 

.area vrore t t,.:q~i;;;{J.;~~q.?;a:nt. ,!11µ26). So they were 1'ur.n1slled: . . . 
(l) in every sphere, and (2)· completely in every SJhere • . . . 
"So that you are not l ~cking 1n any aii't,1 verse 71 states 

the sa1ne tl'Uth nai!;a.tive·Iy •. , · 
I 

Paul procoeds to single-out two o1' tho spheres in which 

God ha·s e,'lriched t hem. Tm tT.ro examples are utterance and 

lmowlodge. 
, 

Utterance, l .o,,t o \ , ueans they had something tC? . 

speak abou.t and they actually did speak ~bout it. "Kno'fll• 

edge, i" w'ri.s:, is not exclusively the rosu;Lt or research 0'19 

thinkil1.g, but. is · an insight into things. 8:1 r-.,,4 
It is not by. accident·that the apostle only mentioned 
here tho speculative and oratcr ical pa.1ers, and not 
tbe moral virtues-. His intention is not doubtful; 
for in ehap. 8:8-13 he himself contrasts the two 

2:F. Godot, CoDDDentOl'X on'First Col'intbiana (Edinburgh: 
T. and~• Clark, 1890), I~ .'S2°• 

3o~osheide, !2i• .!!ll• 
·4cJl'osheide, 
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principal gifts ot utterance, tongues, o.nd prophecy. 
and then lmowladge, as things which pass away, with 
the three things which abide: ta!th, hope; ap.d love. 
Hero them, side by side with tho riches ror which the 
apostle gives thanks, we . already discov4r the detect 
which afflicts llim. 'l'his detect stood in relation to 
tha char-actor of the Greek mind.; . which was distinguished 
rather by 1nte'llectual. and o~atOI'·icag gifts than by 
sori~uanoss ot hoftllt and conscience. 

Verse 6, which is largely parenthetical, is a personal 

reference to Pau.l•s comp&rativelY, long ministry (over one 

and a halt' years) to th" Corinthians. His pl.'eaching ther.e 

,vas the lluman instrument for the_ imparting_ of' these opirttunl. 

gifts to them. Paul had great opp,osition at Corinth 

(Acts 18:9 rt.) but fa~thfu.ll, continued h1a witnes• to 

Chl-1Et among them; and God faithfully 11confirmed" this wit­

ness, making it effective (,p~,.,,:,~,,.~) • 
Ao they ru:•e daily enriched more and mOX'e, and their 

deficiencies eliminated, they "wait tor the reveal1nis of 

oUl' Lord Jesus Christ," verse 7. Now they have t~e gif'ts, 

then they vliJ,l have the Giver.. They have a foretaste of the 

Faithful One, so they yearn to see Him face to tace. Though 

the unbeliever will "shrink from Him in shame at His coming," 

1 John 2:28; Luke "17:30; the believer will sat his hop.e 

fully upon the "grace that is coming to him at the revelation 

ot Jesus Christ," l Peter 1:13~ 

Vers·e3 8 continues: :1\'lho also will sustaii'l 7011 to the end; 

t Lo d J"" " 'l'he 11-ho" p•obabl"" guiltless in the day o our r gsus. ., •- ~ 
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raters to its nearest anteceden·t, Christ. Cm-1st vill con­

firm us, 1.o.; as Paul explatns the term in Col. ·2:6, cause 

us to be ''rooted and groundad in Him." Ho" .faithtu.l God ts 

to give us such an. anchor ot hope: Chrlat Himsolr shall con­

firm us 11.util His own day. Bis taithftll.nesa is furthermore 

e.."tpressed in the phrases "until the end11 and 11unraprovable. 11 

(1 Thess. ~:23). 

Versa 8 wo.s so full of the thought ot God's taithf'u.lness 
• ' C I 

that Paul must cry out in versa 9: n-,~il s o ec.•5 , Qod is 

faithful. "The statement· is brief, almost blunt. Its ver7 

brevity a.~d bluntness show that it admi ts ot no question. It 
6 is eternally attested." It is the essence ot all he has been 

saying. All thes e gifts 01• ~ace. 1n Christ are the signs and 

ii•ref'utable proof ot God's .t.aithfulness. 11 It is really the 

tundaniont_al affirmation .or the whole lette_r.07 

As great as God's faithfulness may be, it is revealed 

alr1ays and only in Christ: "by whom you were cal.led into the 
I 

tellowsh-ip of His Son, Jesus ,Christ our· Lord. 11 IC • L" "" " "' 1,s 

derived from aco •·•o·s ,vhich maaris "common,." and has tho so.me 
8 r~ot as "syn," with. It means: partake, commune, be a 

partner, companion, in. union with. In our text it means tl at 

6 
J. Campt,ell Morgan, The C orinthio.n _Lett-ers g!, !l• !!!!, 

(Bew York: J.i'leming H. RovM. l.94C>J, P• aa., 

7Ib1d·,., p. 16- · -~a. -E:. B. Orantield, "11ellowship," A Theological ~­
book ot 'the Bible, edite~• by Alan Ricns.raaon (Hew fork: 
lAacmiiraii;-19,61), pp, 81-83. 
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we are mt1de one with Christ. The parallols 1n this paragraph 

hove alraady baen noted ~er _verse 4, and there are •m&nJ' 

others in this and all Paul's ep1stlos. So fully is God's 

faithfulne ss channoled t~ough Christ, that He· is called 
. ' 

simply "The 1'"e.ith1'ul Orie,~ Rov. 19:11. In 2 Thess. 3:3 it 

1s said that 11 the f:,,ord ts taithtul•" and in the Bew Testament 
11Lord11 1'9ef'ers almost exclusively to Christ. See also 

2 Oor. l:ld f'f~ All .that Cbrist ·~oes sher.a us the t'ait~lllnesa 

of God; He is Ood•s taithj:'u.lness 1n aotion. 



CHAPTER VI 

THE FAITHFULtn::ss, OF GOD AIID 'l'RIAP'!'ATION 

A Study or 1 Oorinthians 10112-13 

In this section Paul d'iscusses the fa1thtulness of God 

ns i t r-~l a ~;a t1 itself to temptt:S tions.. 11.lthough there r1era 

mul·ti tud. inous ruol'al diff·iculties at Cor'inth, the Corinthians 

acquired an air of aelt-satisfa~tion, complacency, and carnal 

security, 4:6-6; b:12 ff. In order to shatter their pre­

sumption, Paul wc:rned them of how the highly-bloused Israelites 

\'Tera ovortlu•own_ as o. result oi' their sins. That is to be a 

warning sign to them: "Let him that thinketh he stands, 

te.ke heed last ha f all. u But Paul. does not want the C·ori~thtmis 

to go to anotber extreme, and despair as it their situation 

were utterly hopeless and falling inevitable; so ha count~r­

balancos his first point with t.'1B truth ot God1 s taithi'ulness. 

The faithtul God can not only save 'bhem from sin, which 1a the 

cause of falling; but He can save thom from temptation which' 

is the cause or oin. Paul says, in effect, "You are not per­

fect, so do not be presumptuous;_but neither despair, for God 

is f'aitbi'ul.n 

Paul be.gi ns with a "tmretOl'a, '' ~rte. , which points to 

the i'aot that this· ·vel"se is a SUlll1II0,1'J' ot ·what had preceded, 

11 that this exhortati on to watchJ."ulness is the inference to 
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be drawn i'l'om th.a forago1ng exa1119les."1 In the _p~evioua 

ver~es Paw. related how stably· the Israelites ware standing, 

and what glorious privilegeu wore thf,,irs: 

I want you. to lmo,i , brethren, tll~t om:- 1'e.thers were all 
under the cloud, and, all passe.d throu.gh the sea, o.na all 
wer~ baptize~ into Ltoses in the ~loud and in tho sea, 
~nd all ate the same a11pernaturo.l to.Od. ·and all drank 
the same supernatural drink. · For they dr.ank from the 
supama.tw,,,al Rock which tollowoci tbem, and the rock '7as 
Christ, verses 1-~. 

•. 

If the Is~aelites had suoh an enviable standing, ·the 

Corinthians• \Vas even more so: they ·had t.p.e Chris~ incarnate, 

crucified, and resw•rect~d. They had not only th~ types, 
. 2 

but the actual Baptism and Euehuist. All the gifts ot the 

Spirit were outpoured on them. 

Paul mu.st remind them that tile Israelites., in spite of 

theil" high standing, we1•e visited with God's judgment: 

''\11th t1ost or them God was not ple~sed, tor they were over­

thrown in the wilderness"; "23,000 .fell in, a single day''; 

"some 01' t hem we11e destroyed by the Destroyer"; "some. of them 

were destroyed by serponts." ver~es 5-10. The same devasta~i,;ig 

f'all cow.d como to these Corinthians. tt.arei'ore Paw.· wm-ns 

them: 11 Tako heed lest ye also tall•" As .you were privileged 

like Israel, so 7ou can also fall like Israel• 

But why did Israel tall; what was tho cause! It was sin~ 

They desire~ evil, pl'actioed immorality, indulged in idol• 

atry, tried the Lord and gztumbled, verses 6-10. And what would 

1F.· GOflot, Coumtentar! on 111rst. Ccn-:lnthicms (Edinburgh: 
T. and T~ Cluk, 1890)•· I , 6811• . 

2Ibid., P• .!>9•. 
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cause the Corinthians to tall? The same thi~: sin. So 

.Paul we.:rna them: "Do not be :presumptuoua; 7ou. too, ma7 

sin so as to tall." 

Having warned them. Paul imraedintel7 comforts them. 

He doez not want them to despair as if tailing wa~e inevi­

table• so he points.them tO' tho faithf"ulness ot God. "'l'he 

Lord is tai tbf'ul, Ha will str~ngthen you from evil, •1• 

2 Tb.ass . 3:3. Tbeil9 security- :la not to be theil" ate.ta of 

pel9teotion or thoi~ tested faith, but the taithtulness ot 

God. 3 Paul proceeds to give the proot of God's fidelity~~ 

The 1"1i-st !)l9oot 1D· that God deals primarily- with 

temptationa,S n9t s1n. Sin is the cause of downfall, but 

temptation 1~ tha cause or sin. God ~oes · right to the ro~t 

or t he problem: He deals \Tith t ·emptation so that sin ma7 

not issue trom it. 

Tho saco1ld proot or God. 1 s tidelit7 is that Ha only per­

mits auch :-temptations to Oolll8 upon them ns are common to man, 

1.,, f~ 11•.-os;. literally, "hum:m111" That means "such as raen are 

3c, Hodge, The First Eoistle !2 the Corinthians (Nov 
York: Iiocldal" ana"'Stoughton. nid.), p-;-r82. 

lf.:tbid., P·• 18311 

SMost commentators maintain ·that -,.cr.:r means both 
temptation and trial due to a1'£liction here (Godet, Hodge, 
Grosheida, eto.). But in the light ot tho context, I think 
we are compelled to take it as referring almost exclusively 
to temptatic,n ( see espeoiall7 vv~. 6-10 end v. 14,). Ho 
mention is t:l&de of the advantage.a · to be gained from trials, 
as we might expect; rather, falling is mntionad. Note 
al.so t he negatlve tone of v~ 13 and the necessity foi- escape. 
All that 1s said here is true 9f trials, also; but I think 
the reference is mainly to temptati on. For tha ta1th1"ulness 
or God in trials, see 1 Pater 4:12-19. 
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able to bear. aocouu.,odated to human strength."& Godet 

ver7 appropriatoly WBl'na: "•A temptation prop9rtio~ed to 

the strength of m~• ; ~ut. ·without isolating man ti-om God, 

for God only can give man victory even in the slightest . 

. ;'. temp1;at1on •. 117 

;. 

God will not let man tie tempted beyond \That ho is able. 

Emphasis should be ple.oed on the vtord ~let," il:w • ·ood 1a . 
in control of the univers43. He ma7 parmit Satan to '1?17 

believers as he did Job, ·but Satan is Rlways limited-; he oan 

only tempt us in so far as God permits. 

And Cl od is faithful,. Who will not pormit yo_u to be 
C ' Cl 1._._a tempt ed above the. t you 8.X'e able,.,..,, o iuatn,. 

say t hat God will not permit the Christian to be te:npted 

at all., or even that his temptations will be light an4 

superficial. But He does promise that the temptations will 

nevo1• surpass the Clr 1s tian' s strength .or endurance~ No mat­

ter how weak he may be, he need not worry, fo~ his tempta~ions 
. 6 

will be even weaker than he. 

6 
·i Hodge, .2:e.• ~•, P• 162. 

7Godet, .22• .ill•• P• 71• 
. .' . 8oodet• s note is interesting: "Has man then some p0l7ert 

And 1f tho matter in question is what m~ can do with tlle . 
divine help, is not the power ot this help-witho~t limit? 
But it must not•ba toraotten, that it the P.OVlel' of God is in• 
finite, the receptivity- of the believer is limited: limited 
b7 the degree of spiritual development ffhich he has reached. 
God lmO\VG the measure, Paul moans to sa1, and he proportions 
the intensity or the temptation tot.he degl'ee or power ~hich 
the be~iever is capable ot receiving tl'Om Him •. '' ~•• P• 72.. 
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But with the tamptation, God will make also tho escape,, 
ai 
c ~p ... ,.,; the fray to "wallt ai t'' rathei- than tai1. 8 The Lord 

lmows ho•,7 to rescue tb.e godly- from temptation, 1' 2 Petei- 2:9. 

Escape mar be gainod in two ways. Either God can put an 
end to the situation itself';. or Ho can rid tho believer•a 
heart of tho fascinating charm o~eroisod over him by tho 
tempting object, and change im.o disgust the seductive 
attraction wh:f.ch it exercisod~,, 

Because there is an escape, Paul can tell the Corinthians 1n 

verse· ll~ to II flee. 11 

The verb is .intorestin6 in this phl'a;:1e: "God will also 

make alon g witll the temptation the esc~.•pe," tto1. ._r<1. ruv • 

God Hims elf will make the escape, nnd Ha will make it con­

cot.11tantly and sir.1ultaneously with tho temptation.. JW1t as 

the Chri~tian is painfully aware or his temptatiQn, he •can 

also .?a joy1"ully- aware tbat there is an escape. If' ha believes 

God's Wo:rd, t he weight or the temptation is itself' proof of 
I 

escape. God mnlces the escape • u ., the temptation, not 

"after," or "when it beco111es too burdensome," or "11" ,Ha deems 

it necesaa1'"Y'," bu.t "with." 

God will mako the escape that nyou may be able to bear 

it, 9aa&:.,.1a&..-rK•ir11 s~ will not weigh the Christian down 

and cause h1m to tall. Ideally, no man need fall ~ince God 

has made such provision and escape. 

When our sins cause us to fear lest we tall, ~e have 

this con!'idence that God.is i'aitht'ul. Therefore He will deal 

, 
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with the cause of sin; teL,ptations, o.nd accommodote them to 

human strength; making s~multaneously \'lith t ·ho temptation 

a means of escape so we oan,beaI" it. God is tattbi'ul. 
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, st~dy or l Potor 4:12-19 

Tllo first ·opistle ·or Pets1 .. is o:. ten called tllo opistlo 

ot sur!'e:r.•jn J• 'l'bL\t noto, is cet-ta1nly dominant 1n this 1>ara• 

graph• \7h"l. .. e 1•a1'ol'once la um.de to !'isl':, trials• Silfll'in_-; in 

Cin•tst' s sl:.fto1~:l.n£;1 bo1ng t-'evilod ror Ch1 ... ist, etc. , It 1.a 

oatw- tod .tn su!'~ering. But- in.tilt> hoat or tl'ialo, we ho.ve 

also t ho ~m1uonch~1bla aloi-r 01' O_odts f'aith.t"ulne_ss~ Su1'!'ere:rs 

. ai-o ex..t.ii.Jl,to .l to entrust themsolvos to a ta1tbtul Croe&~Ol'• 

:1.·a., tr~a Ono "ill~;, will uso all th~1J., suttex-tngs 1'01' csonstruo• 

t1vo pu.1-,'.,)o~·t,e, to ba?t~f•i.t tJ?.omt Tl1ough tbe!x- _ti-S.alo pain, 
. . 

th ... .-y will also p u•U.'y them.· It tv.ct; thoy will dro\1 thom into 

u cloaoi- eou11:iW11on with God, O< ua1n«S His Sp1r1t of' Glm-y- to 

r8st upon the;n1 anti tl\on to g:J.ol'ify Gotl. And au t •1eil" su1'f'o~­

ings \;·o!e}.l t ilo:u doli,?~·. tho hope or His Sooo~d Co1.'11ng \dll 

buuy tb.01e u, •. At Uh~t tla:, ~hey nill roJoice w:l th a.r.ul t.ation, 

i'oI' t l:.ey shull .ooo oz:an.tion conaunminted and porrected. ';", :1th 
. 

th~ aye:., or a ttocl1s tic mun st. Ps:ae:r co..'1 ac,e 1$Cb sut"tor1ng 

in t h is life; but T11tli tho GYCIS of tnith he can S80 thc.t 

which ia ~o 1noolllt)P-l"aol7 and eternally more re~l, a foithtul .. 
Oi-e1· to:r. God is faitbf'ul • .. 

Potal" bet,1nu •.v11ih tho S.~rll.t1 vo: ,,.~ (,cv,(:~ci'&·t • "Don't 

be amnzad w:- auton:tstx,d ot tho °61"it1l· l>Y 1'11--0 yoil b vo to 

undc:rgo. It's nothini3 ati-nn.150 or S\;lrpr1s1ni;." ln:loGC.1, the 



peoplo of Asia Minor were al.ready accustomed to many kinds 

or trials; the previous portion of the epistle is abundant 

with such incidents. But nO\T there probably ~e organized 

pers~cutions: they are being reviled for the name of Christ, 

suffering for Him, and undergoing all sorts of fiery ordeals. 

'l'his had come as quite ·a shook; "for whlch the ordinary 

trials of lite in a heathen environment; the arbitrary blows 

of ~IU"ly masters and oven occasiona1 prosecutions betore ~ 

magistr te, \Vere no preparation~nl 'l'xiuly, "aJ:l those v1ho 

live godly in Obrist Jesus shall suffer persecution, d 

2 Tim. 3:12. 
.L,.. ll• C • The trial by fire that is coming upon thGm, -..'It ~• v-.,., 

I " " \ - ' 1up111tt1. ,..,,s ,re,,.,.,_,., v,,,.,., t\V•-,,,,, will be a true tl"ial, 

i.e., it will test them and discipline them. This is similar 

to the metaphor or the purify!~ fire in Chapter 1:7, "that 

t he trial oi ' your faith, being more precious than of' gold 

that perisheth, though it be tried with fire, might be. found 

unto praise and honor and glory at the appearing of Christ 

Jesus.:' (l Cor. J:10-1.S; Is. 48:lO). Not only should they 

not 'be surprised by trials, rather they sbould count them all 

jo7, for they cause them to be "perfect and complete, lacking 

1n nothing, 11 Jam.os 112-4. Thus, God is faithful to make 

persecutions e,nd trials beneficial for His children. 

1F. w. Beare, The First Epistle gt Peter (Oxford: Basil 
Blackwell, 1947), pn6241 



Pete:r- continues: "In the measm-e in whioh, :1 "In so 

t8.%' as ( N,t,1-~) you shai-e in Christ• s s111~roring • • • • 11 When 

a Clr1st1nn sui'ters i'ol' CJ:rist and His C·hm-ch, he is shai-ing 

in ·Ghrist' s su.fforing:nw....,itc ,t.;-W Jfl'l'oi T,l.,w.ta'/ • · P.h11 41 3:U>: 
11 • ' .. , .. • , .L 

t:-oi l"~"c.' cv •" • · •• . l(c1, 1eou1ou.,u,.- 1t(11r111,~c."°"" .c.olUil' .'' 
. 

See also 2 Cor. l:S; ~ohn 1~:18-20; Matt. 10:24- r.; 16:24; 

Col. 1:24. Vie should l'ejoioe because such sur:reri:qg i'orgos 
. 2 

a ne\7 linlc of t'ellov,sh1p with Christ; the bond of unity is 

tightened as we surfer like Him, 1'01' llim, and with t he same 

results, in ·their degree, which His suffering effected, 

4=1_-12.3 But ,1e must not go to the extremes or mysticism, 

th:tnlt:ing that we 0&11 feel the actual su.ftorinJ ot Christ. . 

As a result or such sharing in suffering we should 

r~joice,~A{f,t,. Rejoice not in spite 01' suffering, but 

because or su.f.1'er.i,ng. Joy springs from and is nourisl1ed by 

su!'!'ori.nt;. Jiom,ver, this 1s not any kind or auf'fering, 

but only that suff'ori11g which results bi ~ commwiion with 

Obrist. su..r.teri~ as an end .in itself :I.a useless, it must 

be tor pract!cul, reasons. 4- (.Rom.ans S:3-.S). Vie have man.y' 

examples or au.oh suffering and rejoicing in the book or Acts. 

2 
~•• P• 1(4. 

3o. Big,..,., "A Ori tical and iliteg~t1cal Commen~::!.l"y on the 
Enistloa or !t Peter and St. Jude,n International Orit1cal 
Comr.tctntar;y (Ne; Yol'k: Charles Scr1bner1 s Sons, 1905), XLI, 
176. 


