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CIIAPTER I
INTRODUCTION

The concept of God's faithfulness 1s implicit in =211 of
the Sacred Scripture; indeed, one could say that the Bible
is, in a senses, the story of God!'s faithfulneas., But only
comparatively seldom does this attribute of God come to the
surface ozplicitly. The purpose of this thesis 1s to study
those passages and tholr context in the Now Testament where
it is specifically mentioned. E&ch of those passages is like
& facet of a diamond, revealing a nov aspect of God's faith-
fulness, high lighting another element of it, making our
conception of' it rilcher and desper.

Tho order in which the passages are studied must be, to
an extent, arbitrary; though it is plamned that there be some
logical progression and development of thought in the manner
of presentation. Therefore we begin with a study of God's
faithfulness in the forgiveness of sina, since this 1s the
cardinal doctrine of ocur faith. Ve follow that with a dis-
cussion of how God supplies those who have exporienced
forgiveness with all grace in Christ Jesus. Then some of the
normal experiences of mankind, temptation, persecution and
suffering, man's unfaithfulness, and hope, are discussed in
the 1light of God!s falthfulness. The final passage explains
that God will preserve His children untll the Sgocond Coming.
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So wo start at the threshold of our faith, and continue
through to ites grand conclusione

Since the Hew Testament cannot be understood fully
without the 0ld, ths study proper is preofaced by a brief
investigation of the 0ld Testament concept of the faithful-
ness of Gode There is also a semantic study of the word
fru'l'cfs » Since we cannot understand the concept if we do not

undersscand the wordes




CIIAPTER II
TIE FAITHFULHESS OF GOD IN THE OLD TESTAMENT

Porhaps the best way to grasp the 0ld Tsstament concsept
of God's falithfulnesa is to study the terms employsd to con-
vey this thought. Tis verb J@x , usually in the Hiphal,

and its derivutives are often utilized. It has various

meaning;s: MGo support, beer in the arms,” as children; "to
be founded firm and stable," e.g., of a house; "to be of lecng
continuance, perennial,"” as of a covenant; or "to be sure,
gertain,”" as of the Word of God. From this it can easily bs
seen how tho word came to be used metaphorically as "to be
faithful, trustworthy, sure," such that one can "lean upon.”
It is applied to God in such a sense in Deuts T29; 32:[;.;

Ps. 36:5; 40:11; Is. L49:7; 65:16. It invariably has refer-
ence to Godl's covonant.re;gyﬁgn to His people, and shows

that God can be confidently relied upon in this capacity.

He will nover desert or forsake His chosen people&l

.
TR

fulness. Its primary moeaning is "firmness, stablllty,

perpetuity, or security,” Is. 39:8; Josh. 2:12. Thence it
derived the meaning "'faithfulness, fidelity,! in which

1, o Sy & ' ldee Lexicon
We Cesenius, 10! Hebrew and Cha
translated by S. Pe TreéZilas (Grand Rapids, ﬁica gans
Wm. B. Berdmans Publishing Company, 1949), ppre. 58 f.
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anyone is consistent and performs promises, Pss 30:9;
T1:22; 91l:li. Very ort'pn Joined with Yyof Pss 25:10; 40:11;
57:3, 103 108:l; 138:2.%2

This attribute of fidelity is escribasd to God even in
passages whera these \'-mrds do not occurs The thought is
implied in the covenant neme Jdohovah "where .the 1mmu=.;abiiity
of God 1is put inu special relstion te the divine decres of
election, and the promises that flow therefrom, as in the
_case of Bx, 3:13 If.; 6:2 {fs The name implies the in=-
variable falthfulness of God, which side of the notion of
Jehovah is espocially emphosized in the 0ld Testament, f.o
awake confidenco in God; of. Dout. 7:9; Hos. 12:5 f."3
The fidelity of God is also implicit in the name which is
commonly @applied to Him, "the Rocl:,“h‘ and when He is re=-
forred to s Ytho God of itbranem, Isaac, and Jacob, &nd
thoir fathers' God," Ex. 3:6, 15, 16-.5

Caspar W. Hodge summarizes ths 0ld Testament concept of

God's feithfulness thuss

The emphasis wanich this attribute of God has in the
0ld &'egtamnt is determined by the fact that through-
out the whole of the 0ld Testament the covenant
relation of Jehovah to His people is founded solely
in God's grace, and not any merit of theirs, If this

21bide, Pe 62.

3 e Theolopy of the 0ld Testament ‘revisad
by GeogéePE.og{:%afﬁew' Yorks : Funk and wagnalls, '.[1%3), De 95,

b1b1d., p. 113 |

5c. W. Hodse, "Faithfulness,” International Standard
Bible Enoxclogoogia, edi‘.tod byJames Orr (Chicagos o ar
Soverance Company, 1915), II, 1088.
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covenant relation had been based on any claim of
Israel, faithfulness on God's part might have bean
taken for granteds But since Jehovah!s covenant
relation with Israsl and iis promises of salvation
spring solely Irom,” and depend solsly upon, the
grace of God, that which gave firm asswrance that the
past experience of God's grace would continue in the
future was the imautable faithifulness oif Jeohovah,
By it the experience of the fathers was given a ]
religious value for israel from generation to generatlion,
And even as the faithfulnsas of God bridged over the
past and tho present,; so also it constitutsed the con=-
necting link between the present and the futurg,
becoming thus the £irm basis of Israel's hope.

6Ibid., DPse 1089 Te




CHAPTER III
s
A SERANTIC STUDY OF TWIETOE

0f tho dorivation of wio é ‘s, Creuor says:

Mwto § ,is originally most probably a vorbal adjective

from weeBew , weiBepdur» So that 1t may be taken ac-

tively or passively, according to the different meanings
of w¢l®urPa. =~to obey, honce_submissive, faithful;=-to
coniide in, hence gconfiding,.

The active sense apparontly occurs first in the New
Testamont (Gel. 3:19; 2 Cor, 6:15; John 20327, 1 Pot, 1:21)
and is ratier rare in profanc Gresk. The meaning is "truste
ing," "believing," "coni‘fl.dfl.ng.."2

It ie in the passive voice that the word hdlds sig=
nificance Tor our study. "From the meaning submissive,
tractable, arises tho so=-called passive signilication faithe
ful, one whom we may trust, M,"B In this passive sense
1% is applied to God, porsons, and thin:.;s.h‘ Since the
passages whera it 1is applied to God are discussed in the
body of this thesis, they will not he discussed here. However,
it is significant that a word used to describe an attribute

of God is also applied to men and inanimate objects,.

1 , ) ! u + =

Herman Cromer, "wizie, Biblico=-Theolozical Lexicon
of tho Hew Tastamat’Graak, transiated Dy We Urwick (Edin=
burgh: ~T. and T. Clark, 1078), pa 4764

23, H. loulton and Goorge Milligen, "w.rivs ,” The Vocabe
ulary of the Greek New lestament (Grand Rapiu@sf‘ Michigan:
W, E."Efardmans Publishing House, 1949), Pe 515.

3Cremer, loce. cite.

Ih*,' . Ba'uer, "kl ;" Woertorbuch zum Neuen Testament
(Berlin: Alfred Toeopelmann, 1952), Ps 1209.
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The word is used primarily of poraons, Sod A °¢ s
Motte 2i3i5s 25:21, 33I_o't.lto|r5m‘, Lukke 12:42; Sciuuvos »
Epz':, 63213 wpgeepeog, iob. 2317; otcs” These are "peracns
- who ohos thomsolves faithful in bho transaction of' businaess,
tho exceution of commends, or tho discharge os oi‘i"igiél
‘ am;;:_m.“6 It is uwsod in a vory olevatod sonss of “Ahu’ipua,
wy falbhinl mortyre,” Rove 2:1335 Moses, tho faithful servant,
 ileb. 3:5; and Chois cy Lhe 1‘&15.1:51:’.‘0.1 vltness, Ro'v. 1:53 octoe

Applisd to things, 1t 1o used especlally of wordss!
(1 Time 1215; 3313 4:93 2 Pime 2:1..”&.;a Titus 1393 3:6;
Hove 2135; 22:0p Other exawples arg o K °¢ s 1 Sam. 2:135;
§aOnlwn, ‘ae 393203 l-_ﬂ’tro, » Ise 22:23, 25; ::Swp s
To. 33:16,7 gl ¢
S0 it con o soen th't Shers is a note of soli=sacrie

fice in tho word, the person is submissivo, his object is to

sorve anothers aAnd In this cervice he is comnlotely depond=
ablo ena trustworthy, oven @8 & good servant or ctawari. Tho
parson deponding on him neod nos worry or doudt, for o can

be trusted anl used, ovon &s pure water or a stable house

can e trustod end usode

EGramr-, loce clte
6.7. He Thaver, "meH( ,* & Greek-%:nﬁ;'- ish Lexlcon of the

Hew %astament (How Yorks 4umericen Book Gompany, LoGY),
Pe 5Slite

7Ba.u.or, 00s cibep Do %ﬁv
B1ntra, onepter VIII, pe 34s parsgraph 2.

Yeromor, oBe Clbey Do 477



CQAFTER IV
GODYS TAITIHFULNESS ARD THE FORGIVENESS OF SINS
A Study of 1 John 1:5 = 2:2

The central doctrine of Christianity is the forglve=
ness of sins. The Christian realizes that because of his
sins he can nsver bo accepted by God, unless God forglve
him, %Will the fact that men is bora In sin and that he sins
daily, oven alfter he is forgiven, frustrate or cancel the
forgiveoness of God? Can man sin so often, or flagrently, or
shamefully that God will refuse him forgivenocss? Wever, if
he coniesses his sin and slncerely belioves in the Lord
Jesus, for thon God is Tfalthful and just to Torgzive sins,
Such 1s God's faithfulness, that nothing can block his for-
givoness. No matbter how meny our sins, or how great our guilt,
God con be depended on. He is faithful to forgive.

In vorse 5 John proclaims what is the nature of God: "God
is light, and in Him is no darkness at all.” Westootit says
of this:

el sl O L e B

Physically 11igzht! embodies the idea of splendor,
ggzrys 1gtollggfua11y of truth: uworally of holiness.

1 B . , St. John (Cambridge and
B. F. Wostcott, The Eolstles of St. a g
London: Hacmillan aﬁd Company, 1080), Pe .
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In accordance with where they stand in relation to (;‘rod. John
proceeds to divide mankind into two camps: the children of
light and the children of darkness.
In montioning the c¢hildren of darkmsss, J‘oim brings
threo accusations ageinst them. The first is their ploa as

to the "indifference of moral conduet to spiritusl comamunion®;2
or as Westcott says, they "deny the reality of sin.“3 They

cleim the highost religious experience: "We have fellowship

with God," and yet they are unconcerned with moral behaviour:
they "walk in derkness,” verse 6., This is obviously diracted
egainst the Gnoustics, a sect which began to infiltrate into
Chrisianity alter it bocame well=-eatablished. They claimed
an esoteric "knowledge" of God which others could not attain,
and often accompanied this with base immorality and licen=-
tious livi w.l!'

Secondly, the children of darkness mey deny "tho abiding [
power of sin as a principle in one who has committed s:I.ns."5
That is, they sey they have no sin (v.8). The third accusa=
tion is "the denial of the fact of hnving conmitted sin.“6

They say they "have not sinned" (v.10). The result of eall

254 E. Brooke, "A Critical and Exegstical Commentary on

the Johannine Epistles," International Critical Commentar
(Now York: Chorles Scribner’s Sons, 1928), XGIL, L3e

3¥iestcott, ope Citey Pe 18
,-I-Brooke, ops cibey, Do 126
5_];3_1.9., Pe 1T

6Ibid., De 226
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this 1s that they are false to their own knowledge, persuade
themselves that falsehood is truth, and set themselves above
God (vve. 6, 8, 10}.7 In effect, they deny the faithfulness of
God, or .even the necessity for 1t, and thus meke it in-
possible for God to exercise Hls fldelity .towards them.

Intorwoven with this is a description of the children
of light. John is writing this epistle so that they will

not sin (2:1). Nevertheless, they do sin (2:1; 1:8, 10).
While John teaches that the new wan cannot sin (3:9) he
doss not teach a sinless perfection, for we still have the
flesh with us. -

But when the Christian sins, he lkmows that he has a
propitiation for his sins, tdeemc(2:2), "Christ is said %o
be the 'propitiation! and not simply the 'propitistor! in
order to euphasize the thought that He is Himself the pro-
pitiatory offorin; as well as the priest (compare Hom. 3:25).“8
As our propitiation, the blood of Jesus cleanses us from
sin (1:7). Leviticus 5 and others explain the 0ld Testament
symbolism involved in this.

Because he has a propitiation, the Christian has also an

“advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous,” (2:1).

Westcott says:

} f "advocacy” and “propitiation" are distinct,
E&g ;g:aig cloae conzectian. The latter furnishes the
basis of the former: the latter is universal, while
the former, so far as it is revealed, is exurclsed for

[— < M

Tiostcott, locs oite g
BWestcott, oDe Cltey Do lilie i



e
bgl%evegslgnly; thist asg Agvocate gleads the ?ause ;
%:25?? e 1evef agalnst his éfcuser o« (Hebs 9:11 ff., 23
If the Christlan, then, confesses his sin and cells in
his Advocate to help, §od is faithful and just to forgive his
sins and cleanse him from all unrighteousness. "Ho 1s just,
in that, in splte of men's faeillures to fulfill their obliga-
tions, He remains true to the covenant which Ho made with

. 10
them; end this includes forgiveness on cortain conditliona.”

iIs is just becauso He accspts tnhe propltiation which Christ
made for the sins of ths world. He:would be unjust to punish
the same sin twice, or to turn away the heavenly iidvocate
who sacrificed His owm lifloe.

Hot only is God just, bub He is also faithful. He can
be rolied upon and depended upon to forgive sins. God has,
80 to speak,; obligated ﬁimﬂelf. IT we confess our sins and
.plead the propitiation of Josus Uhrist, He must forgive us;
or else Hs would nobt be faithful and just. God is

not "faithful because He is just,” and justice in His

relation to men includes the nocessity of His fulfill=

ing the promises which He has made. The two ad jectivas

are coordinate. Godl!s fait?{ulness is shom in the
fulfilment of His promises. -

n v e defines the sphere in which the faithfulness and

l
the Justice are shuwn.“la God expresses these attributes by :
a
|

forgiving sins and cleansing men from unrighteousness,

9Westcott, locs cite.

lOBrooke, Ope 0ites Pe 19

1lIbid.

12Ibid.
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The image of "remission," "forgiveness," (¢giaver)

presonts sin a8 a debt « « « the image,qf "cleansing"

(Ke®e pi€w) marks the personal atailn.lg
Unrighteousnoss, ¢d « K (u , denoﬁea " 1njusi‘:ica, failure to
maintain right relaticns with other men or with God.“lh‘
This piling up of phrases indicates the complete and full
forgivenoss that we have in Christ. Such is God's‘ faithful-
ness, that les gives full forgiveness,.

Thus God is faithful to the children of light. But
Christ Jesus died not only for.our sins, but for the sins of
the whole world (2:2). If the children of derkness will
confess their sins, they, too, will experience God!'s for-
giveness, For He is faithful to all who confess and accept
the propitistion of Yhrist Jesus. There is no other condition;
no one need fear rojection. The propitiation mede for the

sins of %he world will always be applied by the faithful

God toc evervone who confesses and believes,

13F5estcott, on. Gite, De 25

u'Brooke, Ope citey, Pe 21,




CHAPTER V

GOD'S FAITHFULNESS IS EXPRESSED IN CHRIST

A Study of 1 Corinthians,l:)-9

In this soction Paul stresses that God 1s falthful :ln-
Christ. The man who does not have faith in Christ cannot
experience the faithfulness of God, for 1t is expressed and
channeled only through Christ. But in Christ God's failthful-
ness is boundless; it is oporative in every sphere of our
existence. Our text says, in effect: God expresses His
faithfulness through Christ; end through Christ Hls faithe
fulness gives us all grace and all the girfts of grace.

Paul bogina this epistle, a&s is his custom, with s
thanksgiving. "The cause of his thanksgiving 1s the grace
of God given to the Corinthians. Grace in this verse is
therofore not a virtue of God but the manifestation thereof.
Rdpeo § here has the samo meaning as xépceme in verse 7.“1

This grace is given "in Christ Jesus,"” év Xpwrtd Tarol,
This theme runs throughout the whole paragraph: we are :un=-
riched "in Him" (1.e., Christ) verse 5; the gifts of utterance
and knowledge come and are:confirmed through the preaching
of Christ (vv. 5 and 6); ve ars prescrved by and for Christ

lF. Y/» Grosheide, '“cmmentary on the First zZpistle to the

Corinthians,” The New Internationsl Commentary of tho New
Testament (&rama'pids, Hichigon: Wm. B. Beordmans Publishing

Company, 1953),; P« 27.
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{(vve 7 and 8); we experience God!s fidelity through fellow-
ship with Him (ve 9)¢ (See also 1:30).

Paul then enlorges on what this grece given us in Christ
is;, 1,0+, he explains how God exprassés liis faithfulness in
Christ. "In every way you were enriched in Him, “l-;,erso Ee
"Enriched" denotes abundance.a . This abundance is further
expressed by the double usage of "all" in verse 5: "in all

sterance end in all kmowledge.” Tho verb is in the passive,
which indicates that Cod 1= the lauthor, Ho alone enriched .

3

thon,. This enrichment was ¢v wuh’., in every sphere; in no
area wore tany,defigsent (14:26). So they were furnished:
(1) in every sphere, and (2) completely in every sphere.
"So that you are not lucking in any gilt,¥ verse 7, states
the same trubh negatively. - |
Paul proceeds to single out two of tho spheres in which
God has enriched theme Ths itwo examples are utterance and
knowledge. Utterance, 2o joy » means they had something to
speak about and they aciuslly did spoak sbout it. "Knowl-

edgo, Ev ua-n.s » 18 not exclusively the result of resesarch or

thinking, but is an insight into things. 3:1 f. "

It 1s not by accident that the apostle only mentioned
here the apeculative and orator ical povers, and not
the moral virtuss. His intention is not doubtful;
for in chap. 8:8-13 hs himself cuntrasts the two

%? Godet, Comm enunry_'_ on First Corinthians (Edinburgh:
Te and T, C1 nrk, 9 Lo e

3Gros'neide, loc. olt.
lgrosheids, ope oite, Pe B.
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principel gifts of utterance, tongues, and prophecy,

and then Imowledge, as things which pass away, with

the three things which abide: faith, hope, and love.

Here then, side by side with the riches for which the

apostle gives thanks, we already dlscover the defect

which affliects him, This defect stood in relation to

the character of the Greek mind, which was distiaguished
" rather by intellsctual and oratorica% gifts then by

seriousnoss of heart and conscience.

Verse 6, which is largely parenthetical, is a personal
reference to Paul's comparatively long ministry (over one
and 2 half years) to the Gorinthians. His preaching there ¢
was the humen instrument for the imparting of these spiritual
gifts to them. Peul had greet opposition at Gorinth
(Acts 18:9 £f.) but faithfully continued his witness %o
Christ among them; and God falthfully "coafirmed" this wit-

ness, making it effective (efeBeiwiv),

As they are daiiy enriched mora.and uore, and their
deficiencies oliminated, they "weilt for the revealing of
our Lord Jesus Christ," verse 7. Now they have the gifts,
then they will have the Giver. They have = forstaste of the
Paithful One, so they yearn to see Him face to face. Though
the unbeliover will "shrink from Him in shame at His coming,"

1 John 2:28; Luke 17:30; the believer will set his hope
i
fully upon the "grace that is coming to him at the revelation |
|

of Jesus Christ,"” 1 Peter 1:13.

Verss B continues: "Who also will sustain you to the end,

guiltless in the day of our Lord Josus." The "who" probably

2

odet, Ope Gibe, Pe 53
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refers to its nearest antecedent, Christ. Christ will con=-
£irm us, 1.0.; s Paul explains the term in Col. 2:6, cause
us to be "rooted and grounded in Him." How faithful God is
to give us such an anchor of hope: Christ Himsolf shall con=-
firm us until His own day. His faith.t‘ulnass; is furthermore
expressed in the phrases "until the end" and "unreprovable.”
(1 Thess. 53:23)e

Verse 8 was so full of the thought of God's faithfulness
that Paul must cry out in verse G: r-ru-in‘s o Bt.;s » God is
feithful. "Tho statement is brlef, almost .bllunt. Its very
brevity and bluntness show that 1t admits of no question. It
is eternally ai;tesi;ed."6 It is the essence of all he has been
saying. All these gifts of grace in Christ are the signs and
irpofutable proof of God's faithfulness. "It 1s really the
fundamental affirmation of the whole letter." !

As greet as God's faithfulness may be, 1t 1s revealed
always and only in Christ: "by whom you were called into the
followship of His Son, Jesus Christ our Lord." Kecev w v ta is
derived from xavvog which mesns "common,” and has tho same
root as "syn," v.-ith.a It means: partake, commune, be &

partner, companion, in union with. In our text it means that

6.'!' . Campbell Horgan, The Corinthian Letters of St. Paul

(New York: Fleming H, Revell, 194D), Pe &2e
TIbid., pe 184"
8. = H "@ellowship,” A Theological ¥ord-
Ces Ee Be Cranfield, -} gﬁaﬁn_o%_rﬂ_hT_k

book of the Bible, edited by Alen Ri ow York:
t&acmiﬁa'ﬁ',—'lep. 81-83.
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we are made ons with Christ. The parallocls in this paragraph
have alraady been noted under verse i, and there are many ‘
others in this and all Paul's epistles. So fully is God's
faithfulnezs channoleé through christ, that He is called
simply "The Faithful Ore," Rove 19:11. In 2 Thess. 3:3 it
is said that "the Lord is faithful," and in the New Testament
"Lord" refers almost exclusivelyrto Christ. See also

2 Core 1l:18 ffe All thet Christ does shows us the faithfulness

of Gody He is Cod!'s faithfulness ln action.




CHAPTER VI
THE FAITHFULNESS OF GOD AND TELPTATION
A Study of 1 Corinthions 10:12-13

In this section Paul discusses the raithfulness of God
a8 it relatos itsell to tempbtstions. Although there wers
multitudinous moral difficulties at Corinth, the Corinthlans
acquired an alr of self-satisfaction, complacency, and carnal
security, i:0-8; 6:12 £f. In order to shatter their pro-
sumption, Paul warned them of how the highly=-blessed Israelites
were overthrown as & result of thelr sins, That is to be'a
warning sign to them: "Let him that thinketh he stands,
telte hoed lest he fall." But Paul does not want the Corinthians
to go to anobther extreme, and despalr as if thelr aitugtion
were utterly hopeless and falling inevitable; so he counter-
balances his first point with the truth of God's faithfulness.
The faithful God can not only save bhem from sin, which is the
cause of falling; but He can save them from temptation which'
is the cause of sin. Paul says, in effect, "You are not per-
fect, so do not be presumptuous;_but neitheﬁ despair, for God
is feithful,”

Paul beglns with a "therefore," Sete , which points to
yhe fact that this 'verse is a summary of what had proceded,

“"that this exhortation to watchfulness is the inference to
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be drawn from the loregoing examplesa"l In the previous
verses Paul related how stably the Israelites were standing,
and what glorious privileges were theirs:

I want you bo lmow, brethren, that our f'athors were all

under the cloud, and all passed through the ssa, and all

were baptizsd into lioses in the cloud and in the sea,

and e2ll ate the same supesrnatural food and all drank

the same supernatural drink.: For they drank from the

supernatural Hock which followed bhem, and the rock was

Christ, versaes l=l.
If the Israslites had such an enviable standing, the
Corinthians! was sven more so: they had the Christ incarnate,
crucified, and resurrected. They had not only the tynes,
but the actual Baptism and Eucharist.a All the gifts of the
Spirit were outpoured on theum.

Paul rust remind them thet the Israelites, in spite of
their high stending, were vislted with God's judgment:
"With most of them God was not pleased, for they were over-
thrown in the wilderness®; "23,000 fell in a single day’;
"some of them were destroyed by the Destroyer"; "some of them
were destroyed by serpents,” verses 5-10. Tho same devastating
£21l could coms to these Corinthians, thorefore Paul warns
them: "Take heed lest ye also fall," Ais.you were privileged
like Israel, so you can also fall like Israel.

But why aid Israel fall; what was tho cause? It was sin.
They desired evil, practiced immorality, indulged in idol-

atry, tried the Lord and grumbled, verses 6=10. And what would

;F; Godet, Commentary on First Corinthians (Edinburghs
T, ana 9. Oleck, 18007, TT, 8+

2Yp1d., Pe 59s
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cause tho Gorinthiens to fall? The saue thing: sin. 8o
Paul warns them: "Do not be presumptuous; you, too, may
a8in so as to fall,"

Having worned them, Paul Imuedlately comforts them.
He doez not want them to despair as ir failing were inevi=-
table, 8o he points them to the faithfulness of God. "The
Lord is reithful, He will strengthen you from evil,"
2 Thess. 3:3. Their security 1s not to be their steta of
" perfaction or their tested faith, but the faithfulness of
Gnd.3 Paul proceeds to give the proof of God's fidelity,u

The rirst proof is that God deals primarily with
temptationa,s neot sin. Sin is the cause of downfall, but
temptation is ths cause of sin. God zoes right to the root
of the problem: He deals with temptation so that sin nuay
not issue from it.

The second proof of God!s fidelity is that He only per=-
mits such temptations to come upon thom as are common to man,

av®pw mivog; Literally, “humen," That means"such as men are

s o . ,
C. Hodge, The First Zoistle o the CUorinthisns (Hew
York: i‘ioddag a'an?i"St—oug'EEo'n"', 'n"'"d‘f a)io Ped02e o

h.Ibidu Py p.c 183.

5 _ ‘
- ientators mainteln that rmof means both

temptarifgig ggflnrgggal due to aifliction erer (Godet, Hodge,
Grosheide, cte.). But in the light of tho context, I think
we are compelled to take it as referring almost exclusively
to temptuticn (see espocially wv. 6-10 and v. 1ll)e No
mention is made of the advanteges to be galned from trilals,
as we might expect; rather, falling is mentioned. Note
also the negative tone of ve 13 and the nascessltiy for escape.
All that is said hero is true of trials, alsoj but I think
the raferonce is mainly to temptation. For tho raithfulness

of God in triasls, see 1 Peter 4:12-19,
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able to bear, accommodated to human sbrength.“6 Godet
very appropriately warns: "'A temptation proportioned to
the strength of man'; but without isoclating man from God,
for God only can glve man victory even in the slightest
temptation.“T

God will not let man be teupted beyond what ho 1s able.
Emphasis should be placed on the word "let,"” ¢dw . God is
in control of the uniﬁerse. He may psrmit Satan to try
believers as he did Job, but Satan is always limited; he can
only tempt us in so far as God permnits.

And God is faithful, Who will not pormit you to =ba
tempted above that you are able, umép 8 Sumeld¢. It does not
say that God will not pvermit the Christian to be tsﬁpted
at all, or even thet his temptations will be light and
superficial. But He does promise that the temptations will
noever surpass the Clristian's strength.or endurances No mat=

ter how weak he may be, he need not worry, for his temptations

will be even weaker than he.

. oHOdse’ OPe. 9_1-_‘5-, De 182,
TG‘Odet’ ODe cites kp- T1.

8 3 TSl then some power?
Godet's note is interestings Has man
And if tho matter in question is what man can do with tﬁe
divine help, is not the power of this help- without 1limit?

But it must not-be forgotten, that if the power of God is in=-
finite, the receptivity of the bellever is limited: limited
by the degree of spiritual development which he has reao?ed.
God kmows the measure, Paul means to say, and he prgpor?h:ng
the intensity of the temptobtlon to the degree gf power which
the believer is capable of recelving from Him." Ibid., De T2e




22
But with the temptation; God will make alsc the escape;
t ¥Baeriv, the way to "welk aat" rather than fall. %Ths Lord

knows how to rescue the godly from temptation,” 2 Peter 2:9.

fiscape may be gained in two ways. DLEither (od can put an
ond to the situation itself; or He can rid the belisver's
heart cof the fascinating charm exercised over him by tho
tempting object, and change 1n§o disgust the seductive
ettraction which it exercisod.

Because thoere is an escape; Paul can tell the Corinthians in

verse 1llp to "flee." _

The verb is ;nteresting in this phrase: "God will alsé
make along with the tamptat‘.ign the escspe,™ troc WEiL ouv e
God Himself will make the eacape, and He will make it con=
comltantly and simulteneously with the temptation. Just as
the Chiristisn is painfully aware of his temptation, he-cen
also be joyfully aware thabt there is an escapes. If he believes
God's Viord, the weight of the teﬁptation is itself proof of
escape. God makes the escape ¢|;v the tempitation, not
"after," or "when it becomes too burdensome,” or "if Ho deems
it necessary," but "with." .

God will mako %ha escape that "you may be able to bear
1t, "8 SbvarBu feonpRév, Sin will not welgh the Christlan down
and cause him to falle Ideally, no man need fall since God
has made such provision snd escapa.

When our sins cause us to Tear lest we fell, we have

this confidence that God is faithful. Thereforse He will desl

Hbide, ppe 72 Lo




.,u,!'

23
with the cause of sin; temptatiocns, and accommoiate them to
human strength; meking simultaneocusly with the temptation

a moans of escape so we can bear it. God 1s falthful.

.FJ ™ S, i




CHAPTER VIX
THE FAITIFULASSYE OF GO EXPIRISHCED IN CUFFERING
4 Study of 1 Foter [:l2-19

The {irst epistle of Pestar is oiten called the opistie
of surferinge. Thnt note is certminly dominant in this para-
graph, whore refereonce is made to fiony br;!.al.s,' sharing in
Corlstta sulioring, hoing revilod for Christ,; obce ' It is
sasurstod In au’foring. But in tho heat of trisls, we have
also the u_nquc;nch:'-.bla glow of God's falthfulnosss Sufferers
are cxhiortod c.o antrust themsclves to a faisthlful Croutor,
ie6es tha Une ¥ 1 ;1111 uee all thair sufforings for construce
tive pumores, to banafit tl:ome Though their trials pain,
they will also purifly theme I% fnct-.. thoy will draw thom into
& closer comwunion with God, causing Hls Spirit of Glory to
rost upon theda, a.m-.i thon to glop:‘.fy Goles 4And as thoir sullore
ings woipgh tiwm down, the hope of His Socond Coming will
bucy Ghow upe- At that day they will rejoice with cxultation,
for thoy shall uee_cz;snt.ion' consumuated and porfectad. With
the eyes of & realistic men Ste Pober can 800 much sulforing
in this 1ifa; bub wlth bho oeyes of falith he can sew that
w'hic‘n is so incom',‘mrably and eternally more ro:l, a feithful
Croutor. God is felthfule

Patar bagins with tho lmporssive: mw ﬁcwc‘!‘%"-_! "Don’ &
be mmazed or astonished at tho trial by fire you have o

undorgo. It's nothing strange or surprisings” Indeed, the
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people of Asia liinor were already accustomed to many kinds
of trials; the previous portion of the epistle is zbundant
with such incidents. But now thers probably are organized
persecutions: they are being reviled for the name of Chrilst,
suffering Ior Him, and undergoing all sorts of fiery ordeals. :
This had come as quite 'a shoek, "for which the ordinary
trials of life in a heathen environment; the arbitrary blows
of surly masters and oven occasional prosecutions before a
magistrate, were no prepnration.“l Truly, "all those who
live godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer peraecution,‘i
2 Tim. 3:12,

Thoe trial by fire that is coming upon them, ¢4 v Vv

nUpWER Wpd§ W pacme? IV pivomivw, will be a true trial,
1.0, it will test them and discipline them: This 1s similar
to the metaphor of the purifyins fire in Chapter 1:7, "that
the trial of your faith, being more precious than of gold
that perisheth, though it be tried with fire, might be found
unto praise and honor and glory at the appeering of Christ
Jesus." (1 Gor. 3:10-15; Is. }8:10). Not only should they
not be surprised by trials, rather they should count them all
joy, for they cause them to be "perfect and complete, lacking
in nothing," Jemos 132-lje Thus, God is faithful to make
persecutions and trials beneficial for His chlldren.

‘Bleckwell, 19i47), Ps 162«

ip. W, Boare, The First Epistle of Petor (oxford: Basil
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Poter continues: "In the measure in which,” "In so
far as ( K4¥%e) you share in Christ's sufforing s « » " Wien
a Ciristlan sulfers for Christ and His Church, he 1s sharing
in Christ's sulferingsmwevsits -h';';-hi Yputod mlﬁmﬂv « Phil, 3:10:
"tod yvdvac 2V WY o 0 o Kt KoOvweitr ndDumliuv QOhd
Seo also 2 Cor. 1i5; John 15:18-20; Matte 1032l f.5 1632l
Col. 1:2)j. Ve should rejoice because such suffering forges
& new 1ink of fellowship with Christ;> the bond of unity is
tightoned as we suffer like Him, for Him, and with the same
resultes, in thoir degree, which His suffering eflfeccted,

T ZI.“--12.3 But we must not zo to the extremes of mysticism,
thinking thot we can feel the actual sufferin; of Christ.

Lis a result of such sharing in sulffering we should
rejoice,xuipcft. Rejoice not in spite of suffering, but
because of suffering. Joy springs from and is nourished by
suffering. Howevar, this 1s not any kind of suffering,
but only that sufforing which resulis in & communion with
Chrigt. Suffering as an end in itself is useless, it must
be for practical raasona.h (Romens 5:3=5). We have uany’

examples of such sulfering and rejoicing in the book of Acts.

aIbid., Pe 16—'.0

3 n o l 3 th
- =z WA Cpitical and Exegetical Commentuary on the
Epistlgs %%55%. Poter end St. Jude,” International Critical

Comment ary (New York: Charles Soribrer's Sons, 1G05), XLI,
176,

IIEBGI'G, _QB. _(_!_;_t_op Pe 1650
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Then Peter adds: "that, when His glory shall bs revealed,
_yo may be glad also with exceeding Joy," "{ie Wul ¢v €% Y Kedipe
*as So‘ﬁn‘ i'vtn? ’ufiﬂ. ak"‘““‘_‘l‘ﬁ'ﬂ..“ 2

The final clause does not depend primarily, on xatgets,

but rather on wewvwviite +ofs o7 Xetohi mednmatwes

the share in the future glory of Christ is the promised

counterpart of the suiferingzs that have bsen shared.

It 1s not precisely a thought of reward, but rather of 5
: an inhsrent compensation. (Matt. 103323 2 Tim. 2311 f.)
. 8%. Poter lays great stress on the time "when His glory shall
e revoaled,”" i.e., Christ!s Second Coming, 135, 7, 13; 5sl.
How we rojoice, then we shall re jolce with rapburas'ﬂrthhtiw
means exult or be full of joys In the Septuagint; especially
the Psalms, it often eﬁ:ﬁressas the worshippers exultation in
God and His mercyaﬁ Here rejoicing with rapture is said to
be our atiitude at the Second Coming, but in 138 it isusald
to be our attitude nowe Thus we have the common “noq and not
yot" tonsion, a foretaste of joy which is a pledge of whet
. 1s to come.

Peter enlarges upon his point with a parephrese of
the last Beatitude: "I{ you are reproached for the name of
Chnrist, you are blessed.” The words of our Lord are:
| Blessed are you when men reproach you and parsecute .

you end utter all kinds of evil against you falsely

on wy account. Rejolce and be glad, for your reward

is great in heaven, for so men persecutoed ths prophets

who were before you, hiatt. 5:11 f. -
To be reviled snd reprosched cen be a most irksome burden

and sharp sort of suffering; but if i% is done for the name

5Ibid.

6o n3 1 ; f St. Poter (London:
« Go Selw Phe Firai Eplgtle o o Poter
Moomillan and co%&nymmﬂvgéh. - Do
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of Christ™ 1t is also a most direct wmethod of sharing in
the suffering of Christ. (Hatﬁ. 10:22;. Acts l37).
A person who bears such reproach is blessed, Mn(i,u;,

l.0., happy or enviable, This is a pecullarly religious

happiness and may have nothing to dc-> with the emotions.7

He 1s blessed becaouse the Spirit of glory and of God rests
upon him. This is one and the same Spirit, with tw'o‘ of His

charactoristics delineated. Glory is the "brightness which

n8 rsaien gives an ex=

radiates from the prescnce of God.
collent explanation of slory (60:1 f.): "Arise, shine; for

your light has como, and the Glory of the Lord has risen

upon you. Jor dehold, darkness shall cover theo earth, and

thick darknsss the peoples; but the Lord will arise upon

you,. and His Glory will be seen upon you." ;

The Spirit of God also rests upon the one who is re=-
proach-ed. This text becomes pointed when we look to Iseiah (11:2),
whonee Peter cuoted it. There it refers fo the liessiah. Just
as the Spirit roests on the only Son of God (and the Spirit was
given to Him without maasurc, John 3:3lL), He likewise rests

upon those who are raviled for Christ. Selwvn gives & good

summary of this:

T1bid., p. 192.

awo Sanday and A. C. Hoadlam, ") cpitical and Exegetical

Comuontery on the Epistle to the Romans,” Intornational gr:l.tical
Commentarg' (Hew Yorﬁ: Charles Scribnert!s Sons, s XXXIT,

Bl
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The glory of God (1) is already Christ's (J:11), and

(2) will soon be revealed in all its majesty; meanwhile

(3) its presence rests ovn the porsecutdd Church, as the

Shekinah did on the Israslites and the tabernacle and

-the temple; and (l) in the glory there rssts also on:

the Church the &pirit of God, which 1s neither fully

jdentified with it, (Kex 4o ) nqr fully differentiated
from it (singular %vewadetar).

In verse 15 Poter interjects a werning that a Christian
is never to suffer  for any misdemeanor or wrongdoing, bubt
only for Christ. "Bub:let none of you suffer as a murderer,
or a thief, or as a wrongdoer, or a mischiel-maker." Keworouw|
-is probably a goneral term meaning any kind of wrongdoing.
.'J.'ha dorivation of eXlet et e e Kotroy is very nebulous,
but it may refer to a b‘us:,r-bod:.r.lo

"yYet if anyone suffers as a Chritian; let him not be
ashamed, but under that name let him glorify Godl." It is
to be noted that the first cenbtury beliocvers slways referred
to themselves as saints, disciples, brothren, etc. Ths name
"Christian" was applied to them only by unbalievers
(hcts 11:26; 26:28). It seems to be a term of derision, and

11 3
the literal ground for persecutlon. Therefore, note the
stres: given it: "as & christian,” "under that name," and

verse 1ll, the only passage in the lew Testament which uses

9331“':“1., Ope g_j_..'_b_- s De 221]..
1oIb id. s De 225. .
118081’9, ODa» gi._t_cg Pe 167.
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the phrase ;'"p.d. Xeweted, Thiz was prob:zbly to load up %o
the name "Christian® }mrc.lz
If such be a bollover's lot, he is not to be asharied.
The natursl converse would be ts "lot him count i% en
honor"e=but i% is turned more forcefully to tho thouzht
of the honor thabt may bo dgge to God in glorirying iim
by a steadlfest confossione
The beliover will cause a slur against his {sith to sing o
the plory of Cody and scorn to rodound to His praise. Hien
CGod?!s nume is mocked, tho beliover i8 spurred on to acknoiwl-
odgo th: glory that bolongs to Gude
Vorses 17 and. 18 sesm to bo largely psrentheticsl.
Beare oxplalns Ghom thus:
Hie motive is to wurn and remind them bhat thero is
no ultimats eacape in apoatasy; thoss who might be
vampted %o seek an immodizbo I'rasdom by renouncing
Garist ave warned that the lwainent monece nﬁl.fur
worse punishment hangs ovor the dischelion®,
UPop ‘the bime has come for judgment to pegin with the
housghold of Gode"
This is the first set in the groat drama ol tho Linatb
Judzmont. The house of Geod 1s now staxding trial be-
fore Lo Judgs, nobt long to bs deferred, those Lnat
dizscbey theo Gospel must ip.their turn stand belore His
throne to fece ills wrathe™ 3
(Mal. 3:1-5; Amoe 3:3; Haeke. 9303 Jore 25:29; 1 Core 11:32)e
"pnd AT it boging with us, what will be the end of thise who
do not obey the Gospel of God?" "If the ordeal for the Chrise-

tian is terrible, tie ond that awaits the unbellever is beyond

12.!55.{'3’3. Dhe gitiep Do 180,

1350are, Lec, clt,
i7pid., pe 168
151014,
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:I.mag;ination."lu If God is a purifying fire for the believer,
He is 2 consuming fire for the unbeliever, Heb. 12:2G. MNo
master how painful our sulffering, we are fbr more fortunate
than the unfaithful,

Peter then guotes Proverbs 1l:31 (Septuagint) to prove .
his poinks: ".II' the righteous is scarcely savad," mo) U'l.l'l‘t'l'ﬂo
MdAig is derived from mblej(toil) and means "with difficulty,
hnrdly."l'? That is due to tha great trials he must endurs.
Stoeckhardt quotes Wiesinger on this point: "Kaum, aber doch
5;@.«\75.53.":"6 This M';M.does not invalidate the falthfulnsss of
God. "here will the impious and simner appeer?” duveiétar
refers not to annihilation, but,l like u'a 6y 5 to the impossi-
bilisty of imagining the degrue:of disaster that is to befall
the impious and siz:ful."19 .

Potor thon sums up the paragraph: "Therefore let those
who suffer according to God's will do right and entrust their
souls to a faithful creator." Those who have not brought
their suffering upon themselves by infractions of justice (v. 15)

or sought persscution (3:15), but have suffered only when

16;'0 id.

17 T i ish Lexicon of the
J. Hs Thayer mh A Greok n?
Hew Testawent (How York: ’;&marTc Book Lompany, 105G)s De LLTe

18 t Br:lo:. Potri
G. Stoeckhurdt, Kowasntar Uebor den Srsten
(St. Louis: Goncordia Publishing House, 1912), Pe

1933&!'5, _9_2- E-.j-'-?-" De 169'
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1t was God's work and, will, may entrust themsolves to Him as:
to a falthful crestor. Bigg bri%gs out the idea of “;ntrust“
(wrepat RcoBwear) clearly:
It 1s to deposit somehhing in safekeseping Ps« 31:5;
Luke 23:40. In the classics it refers to giving one's
money into the salekeeping of a Iriend. Since there
vere noc ovanks that was often done in taking journeys,
etes Such a deposit was regarded as oentailing a
peculiarly sacred oblijation, which none could vialatp
or thnink of violating without the deepest guilt.
Because God is so faithful, the beliaver may conridantly ene
trust himsell into His handse
Ve entrusf curselves to a faithful creator. kany cowm-
mentators become romantic and poetic at this point, finding
. the prool of God's faithfulness in His role as Greator.al
-I do not believe we can do this., Nature 1s tqp often
arbltrary, cruel, aad mocking to prove the faithfulness of
God. DBesides, God's faithTulness is seen only and alone in
Christ, I Core l:i-9. Rather than finding the proof of
God's faithfulness in creation, this phraée moens that God
will express His faithfulnoss in creation. Pain, suffering, -
death, catastrophes, and destruc tion all seem to be a frustra=
tion of creation. But the feithful Cregtor will rectify all
these ills, bring good from evil, and perfect and consummate
His creation. This theme has been running tgrough the whole
paragraph. Trials are looke& ot as being not merely painful,
but purifying. Persecutions are an actual sharing in the

suffering of Christ, and thus a cause for rejoicinge. God

20Bigg’ _O_E.. ."’_j:.!;.." p‘ 182.

2lypid.
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brings good rasults from suffering. He is a faithrul Croator;
sufferers may confidently entrust themselves into His keeping.
In an omphatic position at the end of the sentence,
Petor aa:,ra:iv :tazﬂomff.lé ’ ti.'ney shou]_.d entrust their soculs
to a failthful Creator in wali-doing.. Those who have entrusted

thomselves to the Faithful One will likewise be faithful,
and show it by well=doing.




CEAPTER VIIIX
GOD'5 FAITHFULNESGS AND MAN'S UNFAITHFULNZESS
A Study of 2 Timothy 2:11~-13

In thls pastoral epistle Paul shows the deepest concern
that the Gospel be preached, the wholo letter seems to revolve
around that thought. In that light, Paul reflects on his own
faithfulness as a preacher: 1:8-13; 2:8-10; 3:10-11; l26-38;
16-18. He encourages Timothy to be faithful in his ministry:
1:6 fo, 13 fo3 2:1=7, 14-19; 3:14=-17; 4:1l-5. He directs
Timothy to find others who are faitinful and worthy, that they,
too, may preach, 2:2. Finally, Paul warns Timothy that not
all are faithful: 1:15; 2:116-20; 3:1-9; L4210, 1h-16. The
section which wo are studying summarizes all these thoights
most concisely end picturesquely. It seys, in effect: if
anyone 1es faithful in his ministry, God will be faithful to
reward him; if anyone 1s faitiless, God will abide falthful
by judging him.

The section begins: "The saying is sure, Tty & asm a

This is a saying common to and confined to.the Pastoral

L B e e

lmportance of whatlhe said himself or gquoting some
well=known sayinge

The latter seems to bo the case here, as the verses that follow

have a "distinctly rhythmical charscter,” and may be taken

1&‘:’ ¢, "4 Critical and Exegetical Commontary
on the g%:gzrggclﬂffziatlos,“ International Grit?:gal Comment ::
(New York: Charles Scribnor’s Sons, 1 102l), XiaVIII, 155e ."":[
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from & hym, as 1 Tim. 3:16.2 The wiete § ‘then would verify
the thoughts of the hym, giving them thb sanction of being
aa dependable as Cod Himself.

"If we have dled with Him," ¢l sovine®dvemdv has been
taken &8 referring to baptisnm by the analogy of Rom. 6:8,
(so Liock, Easton, Jeremias); and. the aorist would seem to
point to that. DBut as everythling in these verses 1s related
end intertwined with the context, I believe this 'is also,
and the primary reference is to suffering for the Gospel,
even to tho point of martyrdom, verses 3:9; L:6. 2 Cor. l:37-15
and 1 Cor. 15:30-32 ars close parallels.3

"If we have died with Him we shall also live with Him."
"This confirms the ¢ywyepmivov of verse 8; as eum Bariheveomen
dous ¥k onipma -t Awf'§ verse 8; and Smomevomiv does Smemivw
verss 10."h Thoss who have suffered and died because they were
faithful in preaching ths Gospel, may be cortain that God
will raise again their bcdies to a new, everlasting life,
(Phil. 3:10 f.).

"If we- endure," the .orcsent tense signifies a continuing
state.s Vie knoﬁ from this and Paulls other epistlag that

he had to undergo many trials for the Gospel, and truly,

.._
@
(]

2Gharles-J. Ellicott, Comuentary on the Pastoral Epist
second edition (London: Parker, Son, and “ourn, 18 L), De !

BIbido 9 p. 129.

LlLOCk’ _220 Cites; Do 96.
5E111¢ott, loc. clte

,_
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"all those who desire to live a godly life in Christ Josus
will be persecuted,’ 3:13. This signifies "a brave bearing

up against sufferings rather then a mers tame and passive

nb

sufference.

If wo endure, we shall also reign with Him. This is

"an extension of the pravious idea™ thut we shall live with

Him.7 Kretzmanm comments:

Sind wir schon hier auf Lrden durch die Glaubengemein=
schaft mit ihm Ke@nige und Priecter, 0ffenb. 5:9;10,

8o werden wir ersi rocht in der Lwigkelt mit koenig=-
lichen Gewaondern bokleidet und mit koeniglichar Gswalt
betraut wardeﬁ und mit 1hm herrachen und regilsren in
alle Ewiglkeit.

Thus, 1f we are falthful in our ministry, God will be faith-
ful to revward us, '

But Paul continues: 1if we are faithless, God will be
faithful to judge us. First Paul says: "If we deny Him,
He will also deny us." "The future conveys the idea of Phé
ethical possibility of thesetion.”’ These words are an echo
of the words.of Jesus: .

So everyone who acknowledges me bofore men, I also will

acknowledge before my Father who is in heaven; but whoe

evor dsnies me before mon, I also will deny before my
Fathor who 1s in heaven, iatt. 10:32 f.

"TP we are faithless, He remains faithful."

Der lotzte Satz dleses Abselnitts ist oft miszverstanden
wordan, als sel diess lotzte Erinnerung eine Art Trost-
wort, wodurch gleichsam dis Haerte der vorhergehendon

O1bid., p. 127.

T1bid., pe 129, -
; P. E. Kretzmann, Die Pastoralbrisfe (St. Louis:
Concordia Publishing ﬁouse, » Da .

9Ellicott, loc. cit.
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Warnung gemildert wuerde. Was zunaechst den Zusammenhang
mlt dem vorhsrgshenden Satze betrifft, so wird dieser
trefilich dargelegt von Bengel: Si abnegumus: ore; si
non credimus: corde. Abnegatio prius pog&tur; nam
Tidem, quae fuerat, exstinguit, Rom. 3:3.
"He remains faithful." The sentence seems to break off
abruptly, and these words stand alone and majestic like the
(4
"wrtsg 8 Teog " of 1 Cors 1:9. We would expsct Paul %o
continuc and draw a conclusion from thils premise, as ho did
In each of the three preceding cases. But tlvre is nocne.
Vle can only infer and conjocture:
Pérhaps, He remains faitﬁful %o fHils promises of mercy,
but the balunce of the rhythm and the following clause
almost raquire a note of warning: He remains falthiulj
He keops His ward bof& for reward and punlsiment; cf.
u.:lﬂ,lq.; IiXe 31‘.'-:6 e
Such an interoretation would make this passage a close parallel
to Deht- f:g T:as
Know therefore that the Lord your God is God, the
faithful God who kecps covenant end steadfast love with
those who love Him and keep His commandwments, to a
thousand generations, and requises to their face those

who hete Him, by destroying them; He will not be slack
with hin who hates Him, He will requite him to his faces

This seems to be tha best inteipretation.

"For He canﬁot deny Himself." It is of ths very essence
of God ﬁo be faithful. He is the eternally Faithful One; and
He cannot be "untrue to His own essential meture "2 If He
were unfaithful He would deny Himself, He would no longer be

God. This hits a peculiarly somber chord here, where we

10 e tzmann, loc. cite

1)r.0ck, loc. cite
125311 1c0tt, ope cibe, De 130.




38
believe that God can be referring only to His righteous
Judgment. s is falthful, alas, even in judgment.

Here, then, we hove the firat and only note of warning
in all of ths "raithfulness" passages. The falthfulness of
God is a two edged sword. IHe will exprsss His fidelity to
those who ars faithless by denying and judging them. Thus
we cannot become sentimontal about God's faithfulness, it is
no deluded devotlon; it remeins a virile thing. Therefore,
nsither noed we ever doubt 1t, for as He must be faithful
to Jﬁdge the unfaithful, so He must be faithful to bless and
glorify the faithi'ul; He cannot deny Himself.




CHAPTER IX
GODYS FAITHFULNESS IS THE BASIS OF HOPE

4 Study of Hebrews 10:19=25

One of %the mejor hallmerks of the Christian faith is
hope. This hops is not simply wishing, or trust in a b‘lind
fato, or a vegue and baseless optimism. Rathur, it is a
‘ hope that is sure and found»ed, realistic and dependable; for
it is based on ths faithfulness of God. It 1s only God's .
fidelity that gives any meaning to hope; but for ths Chris-
tian hope has rich and living meaning, "for He is faithful
who proumised.®

With 10:18 the doctrinal section of the eplstle con-
cludes, and

The writer now p'roceecis to apply hils argumsnis prace

tlcally to the situation of his readers, urging their

privileges and theilr responsibilities under tli\o new
order of religion which he has just outlined.

In verses 19-21 a briof summary is given ol' the bless=-
ings which Christians possessas

They have an en{;rance to the Divine prosence in virtue
of Christ's blood, & way m:de by the Incarnation, and

1 , : - ,

J. lioffat, "A Critical anl Exegetical Comuientary on
the Epistle to the Hebrews," International Critical Com=
mentary (New York: OCharles Scribneris Sons, 1920), XXXIX,
1
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an availing pgrsonel Advocate, a Priest over the
house of God. '

Drawing the logical and practical conclusions from this
elovated position of the Christians, tho writer follows the

'path of the great triads Taith, hope, and 10’«:3.3 This is

done through the three cohortativess Wfl“t,xwlfng"‘ (v. 22),
Retigwmev (ve 23), Katavo Smev (vv. 24 1),
Tho approach of the worshipper (ve 22) 1s characterized

"by two personal qualities, real devobtion and ripe raith, n5

 Mwith e true heart in full assursnce of faith.”™ In a true

' 6
heart there 1s no "divided alleglsnce, no roservo of feeling."

Whon balenced by a faithful God, the faith of the individual
can have "full assurance.,” Chapter 10238 ff. is a comusntary
on this faith. .

The characterization of the worshipper continues, but
ﬁho writer. turns :t‘rom.t‘na subjective to the objective-, Ifrom
their disposition to Ghelr divine endowment.' Thelr hearts

have been sprinkled clean from an evil conscionce, and their

2 ' ‘
B. I's Westocott, The Epilsitle to the Hebraows (Grund
Raplds, liichigen: e Bs Eerdmans Publishing House, 1950),
p. 3180

e 12 lated
Je A. Bongel, Gnomon of tho New Testament, translat
by C. T. Lowis and M. H. Vincent (Philadelphia: Perkinpine

and Higgins, 1862), II, 649.

& it isghe
""Otto l{ichel, "Der Brief an dle Hebraeer," Krit
oxegotischer Kommentar uwsber das Neue Testamont, edited by
He A. W, Heyer (8th edition; Goettingen: Vendenhoeck und

Rupredht, 19,9), XIII, 230.

Sﬁeatcott, _92. g&.. Pe 320

6.Ifb:l.i.‘]..

7Ibid-
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bodies washed with pure water, 1.c., they are purified in-
ternolly and externally. "The metaphors are sacerdotal;

as priests were spitinkled with blood a.nd'bathad in water,"a
and so the Christian -IIB cleansed by tho blood of Christ,
and savad by baptlsme.

From faith the writer turns to hope: "Let us hold fast

the confession of our hops without wavering, for He who pro=-

mised is faithful." Hope, &) n(g » Which i1s not found in the
Gospels, has great prominence in this epistle: 3:6; 6:11, 18, 19;
7:19; ALl !
Tho hope in oach case appears to be fixed upon the
realization of & complete divine fellowship under new
conditions, To this the Christian looks forward with
a vivid anticipation, In it he sees the assurance of
the transfiguration of the conditions of earthly being
(1 Jobn 3:2,3)s. The resurréction of Christ is the
pledge of its fulfillment (1 Peter 1:3,. 21). Hence
Christ Jesug Himself is "our hope" (1 Tim., 1l:1;
Col. 1:27). _ g e
The Christien 1s to hold fast tho confossion, smedeyis ,
of this hope (3:1; i31h). It is thought that:this hope
was first donfossod at baptism,° (and thet this phrase 1s
connected with the “washing by pure water" of verse 22).
Nevertheless, the Christian is never to keep his faith.and

hope to himself, but must express it fully and freely before
the world.

BMoI‘fat, 'qg.._g_!;_;., pe hlte

Mes teott, | op. cite, Pe 32he

104orrat, op. cibe, e Lhbe.
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This confesslion is to be held fast without wavarins,

4 ~
- Ketgpwmeve o « 2 AR, "so that 1t vemains ersct and firm.“ll
Why should our confession be held so firmly? Because "He

who promised is faithful,” wicty yap 6 &we)ps Mmaves.

Ve can be certain In our hope, because God's feithfulness

18 certain. Indeed, God's faithfulness can ve the only basis
for hope, but it 1s an ever sure and unshakeeblo basis. |
""he fidelity of God is not only ths sure ground of our ‘
confidence but (as men spesk) it challenges our ridality.“la
In 11:11 an example of this faith 18 given: "By faith Sarah
herself receivad pover to conceive, even when she was past the
age, since she considered Him faithful who had promised."
See also 6:13-20 end 2 Cors 1:17-20. '

The lust appeal is to love, verses 2 f.

The memnbers of the circle or community are to stir up

one another to the practice of Clristian love. Since

this is only possible when common worship and fellow-

ship are mainteined, the writer warns them against 13
Tfollowing the bad example of absndoning such gatherings.

11Westcott, loc, cite.
1thid.

1
3Hoffat, loc. cite
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CHAPTER X

GOD'S FAITHFULWESS PRUSERVES CHkISTIAKS UNTIL KIS
SECOND G CMING

A Study of 1 Thessalonians 5:23 and

2 Thessalonians 3:_3

Paul stayed with the Thessalonians probably no longer
than threo woesks, Acts 17:2. That being such a brief period
in which to esteblish a church, Paul wes deeply concerned
about their condition after ne loft, 1 Thess. 2:17=3:10.
He knew thoy wera passing through the s_b.iritual strugsles
common o all Christiens, 1 Thess, 2:1l=16; 2 Thess. 1l:l £f,
Could they stand up under such trials and persecutions, they
:::ho had so little of Paul's ministrations? Paul was.concarnad,
but he was not doubtful, for ho knew God was feithful: He
would suerd them from the evil one, He would senctify them
wholly, He would keep them until the doming of the Lord Jesus.
The faithful God presarves His children until the Second
Coming.

flliay the God of peace Himself,"Auty 52 o Beoj € 'zf':"‘i ’
1 Thess. 5:23. The phraseclogy Stresses that none other

than God alone can sanctify them,l "in independence of

10. A. Auborlen and C. Je Riggenbach, "The Two Epistles

of Paul to the Thessalonians," Commentary on the Holy Scrip-
tures, edgted by Je Pe Lanf,a: tranaIateg with edditions DY
John Lillie (New York: Charles Scribner's Scns, 1868),

XXII, 94.




gln:

L,

their exertions and Paulls exhortatlons." To sanctify,
&Juf €¢\v , "includes not only devotion to God, but conduct,
ethical sounﬂness."B %o tca\d's s Vinolly, is best taken
quantitatively: "in your collective powers and -;;arts;
marking more emphatically than g&ou, that thoroughness and
pervasive nature of hol:lness."h'

The next phrase: "and may your spirit and soul and
body ba kent sound and blameless at the coming of our Lord
Jesus Christ," 1s an enlarjsment of the first.’ MTholly® is
explained by "spirit, soul, and body." By this Paul means
to refer to the total man. Already in }23-8 he shﬁwod con=
corn ior the body. But tie body_ cannot be consecrated unless
the soul and splrit are also conaecrated.

Paul prays that the body, soul, and spirit be preserved
"entire," 3&3&&1\{.". This word occurs oniy here and in
Tames 1:)i (where its usage 1s illuminating) in the New .
Tostament. It is hest taken in a qualitatlive sense;s "sound®

is a good translsation.

\

2z, Denney, The Epistle to tke Thoasalonians (Nev_: Yorks
Hodder and Stoughton, NeGs), De 251a

37. B. Frome, "A Cpitical and Exegetical Gommentary of
the Ipis t?.a o;llsz. Paul to the Thessalonians,"” International

Critical Commentary (New York: GCharles Scribner's Sons, 19012),
mVII, 210

l"c.' J. Ellicott, Ste Paul!s Epistles to the Thessalonians

(4th edition; Londons ~Longmen, Green, Longman, Roberts an
G.'l."ean, 1880)’ De all.u

5Ibid., p. 85
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Furthormore, Paul prays thot they be kept blemeless,
#mimmbag. This 1s the negative side of being sanctified.
The thought is:related to 2 Thess. 3:3, "But the Lord is
faithful; He will strengthen you and guerd you from evi.l."6

Paul assumss that they will be strengthened both in

faith (1 Thess. 3:2) and conduct (1 Thess, 3:13; .

2 Thess, 2:17), and thus be shielded from the power

of Satan (1 Thess. 2:18; 2 Thess. 2:9), that is from

the ethical abem_:-atf?ons, ‘perhaps speéﬂ‘ic;}ly idleness

and _moddleaomaneae_s.
Thus they werc kept blameless. o

Lastly, Paul prays that they b‘e kapt until .ﬁhe ‘coming
of our Lord Jesus Ghr:l-.ﬂt,;vli-; mrapoveis bd Kepiow Rpuv'broi Xpirivd .
Throughout these two epiéi:ls tho greatest emphasis is placod'
on the Second Coming of Christ (1 Thess. 1310; 2:19; 33133
213 £f.; 2 Thess. 1:10; 2:1 1‘1’..). In t?n.-ia earliest epistle,
written comperatively soon after thA_I-ord's _ﬂsmem:imm,a
Paul is coafidont that these youne._;. and ine:fperiencad converts
will be kept until the final day (1 Cor. 1:8; Phil. 1:6, 10).
They can anticlpste the Second Coming with joy rather than
foar, confident that Goi will surely keep them.

Paul has concluded his prayer; now he strikes & note .of
'strom; essurance that God will fulfill this prayer. Why is
he so coanfident? -Becauso God 1s faithful.

he
This happens not from my prayers, he says, but from t©
purpose°€1th which He called you. (Obrysostom) This

6Ibid.’ ‘Pe 125.
TFI;ame, Ode io'-j.-_El. Pe 291'-.

BDenn.ey, OB Cltey Po 6’-]-0
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faithfulness of God has already been manifested whon in
keoping with ilis eternal choics (1.Thoss. 1:l}) He called
them (2:12) through the preaching of tho Gospel

(2 Thoss, 2:1l). But if the caller is felthful, He mey
also (K¢l ) be relied upon to perform the vory thing

inyolved in the call, npmely, that for which Paul prayed
ﬁﬁcuim; K\ B 'l'mp\@i’u\e T» preayed,

This prayer gives a rich manifestation of God's faith-
fulnesss

Noti co the comprehensiveness o:i' ths Apostles prayers

It is conveyed in throo separate words:§loted€l( 3AdKdmpov
and ¥mi{nwt+w(. It is intensified by an enumeration of
the parts or elomonts of' which man's nuture consist:
"your spirit and soul and body." It is raised to its
highest power whoen the sanctity for which he prays is
set in tho searching light ol the J&ast'.l‘udgment--in

the day of our Lord Jesus Shristed

Faithful is He that calleth us, who also will do this.

9F‘rmna, op. eit., p« 21k

1°Denney, ope Clte; Pa 253




CHAPTER XI
CORCLUSION

One should not think that after studylng these paésages
one has learned all that there is to learn about the faith-
fulness of Gods This is not all there is of it. The faith-
fulness of God is implicit 1n all of the Scripture. Every
act of God thab is'recorded therein is a menifestation of
His fidelity. Ve might say that chfist is God's faithifulness
®incarnate”; He 1s the display and working of God's faith-
fulness. In every word, thought, and act of God we see this
note oi' faithfulness.

If God's Ffeithfulnoss is-implicit in all of Scripture,
it 18 also wmoroe oxplicit than we often Imsgine. Notice how
many dif'ferent authors of ths Scripture dwell on this theme.
See now Paul returns to i1t agein and egain. And see how the
sacred writers apply it to so many of the varying situatlons
and exporiences of life: to sin, suffering, hope, preaching,
etc. The apostles rangs through the length and breadth of
life, viewing it all in the light of God's faithfulness. It
follows us through all the paths of life.

It is interesting to noto how much sharper focus the

faithfulness of God is given by the Hew Testament. In the Old

Testament it was mentioned only rather genarally, usually in

connection with tho covenant. It has thet fundamental, but

rather vague, application. However, in the Ne§ Testament it

IEis 1888 @ . <8t
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is mentioned in great detall, and no aspact of 1life is too
insignificant to beo vliewed in its light. " It has an alle
pervasivo nature; wo cannot get away from it.

A study such as this caﬁ become rather cold and ine
tellectual, and the concept of God'!s faithfulness no more
then a topic whilech we stu& away in our minils for dry conside-
eration. But for the one who has suffered, who has tasted
despair or walked through the valley of the shndow; this 1is
not simply 2 concepts It is an anchor of hope in a trogbled
wvorld, & source ol certaiaty amidéf so much uncertainty;

1t is cssurance of full salvation. God is faithfull
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