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CHAPTER 1
THE UNIVERSAL DECLARATION OF HUMAN RIGHTS

Introduction: Development and Adoption

of the Declaration

Emphasis upon human rights in the Charter of the
United Netions is not a vague, gossamer thread ephemerally
appearing, disappearing, and reappearing. It rather con-
stitutes one of the chief cornerstones upon which the
Charter stands.

Already in 1ts second paragraph the FPreamble of the
Charter states that the peoples of the United Nations de-
termine "to reaffirm faith in fundamental humen rights, in
the dignity and worth of the human person, ln the equal
rights of men and women. » « «

In Chapter I ("Furposes and Principles”), Article 1,
Paragraph 3 of the Charter this primery purpose is further
articulated in the following words:

To achieve international co-operation in solving
international problems of an economic, soclial, cul-
tural, or humanitarian character, and in promoting
and encouragling respect for human rights and for fun-
damental freedoms for all without distinction as to
race, sex, language, or religion.

In Chapter IV ("The General Assembly"), Article 13
("Functions and Powers"), Paragraph 1lb it is specifically

stated:
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The Generel Assembly shall initiate studles and
make recommendations for the purpose of promoting
international co-operation in the economic, social,
cultural, educatlonal, and health fields, and as-
slsting in the realization of human rights end fun-
damentsl freedoms for all without distinction as to
race, sex, language, or relligion. :

Similarly in Chapter IX ("International Economic and
Social Co-operation”), Article 55, Paragreph ¢ it is set
forth that

the United Nations shall promote: universal respect

for, and observance of, human rights and fundamental

freedoms for all without distinction as to race, sex,
language, or religion.

And Article 56, immedlately following, pledges all
members themselves "to take jolnt and seperate action in
co-operation with the Organization for the achlevement of
the purposes set forth in Artiecle 55."

More specifically, in Chapter X ("The Economic and
Social Council"), Article 62 ("Functions and Powers"),
Paragraph 2 the following directive is laid down for the
Eeconomic and Soclal Counecil: "It may make recommendetions
for the purpose of promoting respect for, and observence
of, humaen rights and fundamental freedoms for all."

In particular Chapter X ("The Economic and Social
Council” ), Article 68 ("Procedure") states:

The Economic and Social Council shall set up
commissions in econonmic and social fields and for the
promotion of human rights and such other commissions
as may be regquired for the performance of its func-
tions.

The ma jor importance of this article is underscored

by the fact that it alone in the Charter creates and names
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a specialized United Nations agency, as pointed out by
Roger Baldwin.t

Finally we find the last speclfic mention of human
rights in the Charter in Chapter XII ("Internatlional Trust-
eeshlp System” ), Article 76, Paragraph ¢ Where it is stated
that one of the baslc objlectlves of the trusteeshlp aystem
with regard to trust territories shall be:

to encourage respect for human rights and for funda-

mentel freedoms without distinction as to race, sex,

language, or rellgion, and to encourage recognition

of the interdependence of the peoples of the world.

Thus it is quite evident that the Charter of the
United Natlons, unllike the old League of Nationa,2 is
clearly committed to a pollicy of promulgating, protecting,
and gusranteelng unilversal human rights. Justin Wroe Nixon
credits the incluslon of this emphasis on human rights in
the Charter by its framers to the pressure of public opin-
ion, both American and world=-wide, behind which, of course,
lay the experience of the peoples of the world under, or
in confliect with, Nazi and ngciat tyranny during the im-
mediately preceding years.3

For the purpogses of this present writing it is both

1Roger N. Baldwin, Human Rights--World Declaration and
American Practice (New York: Public Affalrs Committee, In-
oorporated, ¢.1950), p. 1.

21pid., pe 2.

3Justin Wroe Nixon, The Unlted Natlons and our Rel-
;sgo%s Heritage (New York: The Church Peace Unlon, C.1953),
‘Pe .
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interesting and important to note here that O. Frederick
Nolde reports that representatives of many churches active-
1y lobbled for inclusion 1ln the Charter of the obvious em=-
phasls on humen rights. He concludes his statement wiih
these words: "As the Charter was finally drafied, it re-
flects to & conslderable extent the position taken by the
churches." *

At thles point, perhaps, it would be well briefly to
enalyze this concept "right" with which we shall be dealing
throughout thls entire study.

Pogaibly the concept "duty” is more familiar then
that of "right." “Duty"” emphasizes the nelghbor; it is
bullt upon the element of obligation. Ve think here of
Kent's "categorical imperative" or of the so-called "Golden
Rule.” "Right," on the other hand, emphasizes the "Thy-
self,” and this will be true whether "rights" as we shall
discuss them are natural and innate or whether they are
merely conferred.

The Christian who lives by the Gospel and is deter-
mined by agape must especially bear in mind that the sin-
ful world does not, to any large extent respect "rights."
Thie means, therefore, that the Christian must be ready to
suffer in his respect for "rights,” whether these arise as

ordinances of men (conferred) or spring from consclence

%. Frederick Nolde, Power j Reace (Philadelphiat
s Do .

The Muhlenberg Fress, c¢.l19
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(innate) as 1 Peter 2 so clearly teaches.

Regardless of how altruistically the motivation may
be, "duty" always involves an interplay or bond between
persons. 'Right,” on the other hand, emphasizes the in-
dividuel and individual freedom, the “Thyéelf," in relation
to others, to be true, but not in the obligatory nature of
“duty."” "Right" denotes, we think, those aspects of in-
dividval freedom which coperate in accord with elther natur-
al lav or some standard of "rightness" laying emphasis not
upon the "neighbor" relationship but upon the "Thyself."

The Charter, then, alludes to What it calls "humen
rizhtes” and "fundamental freedoms" in emphatic, but general
termes., The Universal Decleration of Human Rights specif-
ically spells out these rights and freedons.

The Commission on Humen Rights, appointed by the
Economic and Sociael Council, with eighteen members repre-
senting eighteen different countries, began its work at
lake Buccess, New York, on January 27, 1947, with krs.
Franklin D. Roosevelt as chairman.5 Among other prominent
memberse of the Commisslon at lts first meeting we find Dr.
Charles Malik of Lebanon® (its present chairman)? and

SUnited Nations. Eoonomic and Social Council. Conm-
mission on Human Rights. Report of the First Session (lake
Success: nNe.p., 1947); D 3.

61p13.
Tunited Nations. ZHEconomic and Social Council. Com-

mission on Human Rights. Report of the Ninth Session (New
York: n.p., 1%3), Pe 1.

R 1
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General Carlos ¥. Romulo of the Philippines.8 At present
the representative on the Commission of the United States
of Americe is Mrs. Oswald B. Lord.?

As soon as the Commisslon had formally begun its worlk,
organizations and individuals from all over the world Were
sollclted for ideas and suggestions for e statement by the
Commission &s to what the rights to be maintained by the
United Natlouns actually were.1® It was as a result of
these suggestions, slfted, revised, and simplified by the
Commission in meny sessions, that it brought to the General
Assembly meeting in Paris in the fall of 1948 its "Draft
Universal Declaration of Human Rights."” For three months
more the draft declaration was worked over by one of the
main committees of the Assembly.tl Pinally on December 10,
1948, came the adoption of the Unlversal Declaration of
Human Rights,lg the text of which is given in the Appendix.
The vote in the Assembly, then consisting of fifty-eight
member nations, was forty-elght for, none ageinst, eight

abstentions, and two abaences.t? Regarding the voting at

8United Natione, Report of the First Session, p. 3.
SUnited Nations, Report of the Ninth Session, p. 1.

103 xon, ope cit., pp. 45-46.

1lynited Natlons. Third Committee. Official Records
of the Third Session of the General Assembly, Part I: BSo-

clel, gg%g%itargag. and Cultural Questions (Lake Success:
n.pe., 1949), pp. 1-901.

12Nixon, op. git., p. 46.
131p14a.
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that time, Roger Baldwin virites:
The Soviet bloc abetained on the ﬁround that, after
three years, the document needed "more study." Saudl
Arablie, a Moslem country, abstained because of the in-
clusion of the right to change one's religion. South

Afrlca abstalned becguse of tls gusrantees of racial
equality under law.l4

Subsequent Developments

Subsequent to the adoption of the Declaration, by 1953
it had been trenslated into thirty-six different lenguages.ld
The United Negtions Hducational, Scientlific, and Cultural
Crganlzation has made its circulation and presentation a
speclal program, and various aspects of this program have
won co-overatlon from over forty coun.tries.l6 In addition,
various resolutions of the General Assembly and of subsid-
lary United Nations organizations have either appealed to
the Declaration or been seriously affected by 1t.17

However, concerning ites permanent influence little can
be said. The Humen Rights Commisslon contlnues its work.
This has conslsted malinly of drawing up draft Covenants
which as treaties would lmplement the Declaration and be=-
come the law of ratifying natlons regarding human rights.
Needless to say, attempts at formulating such a covenant

14pa1awin, op. oite, PP+ 1=2-
]'SNj.xon' OD. ,Qltn' P 46.

161114,
171014., pp. 46-47.
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gullty sccording to law in a public trial at which he
has had all the guarantees necessary for his defense.

(2) No one shall be held guilty of any penal offense
on account of any act or omission which d4id not con-
stitute & penal offense, under national or intermnation-
al law, at the time it was committed. Nor shall a heav-
ier penaliy be imposed than the one that was applicable
at the time the penal offense was committed.

Article 12. No one shall be subjected to arbitrary
interference with his privecy, famlly, home, or cor-
respondence, nor to attacks upon his honor and reputa-
tlon. Everyone has the right to the protection of the
law agalnst such interference or attacks. :
Article 13, (1) Everyone has the right to freedom of
movement and residence within the borders of each State.

(2) Everyone has the right to leave any country, in-
cluding hls own, and to return tc his country.

Article 14. (1) Bveryone has the right to seek and to
enjoy in other countries asylum from persecution.

(2) This right may not be invoked in the case of
persecutions genulnely arising from non-pollitical crimes
or from acts contrary to the purposes and principles of
the Unlted Nations.

Article 15. (1) Everyone has the right to a nationality.

(2) No one shall be arbltrarily deprived of his nation-
2lity nor denied the right to change his nationality.
Article 16. (1) Men and women of full age, without any
limitations due to race, nationality, or religion, have
the right to marry and to found & family. They are en-
titled to equal rights as to marrlage, during marriage,
and at its dissolution.

(2) Morriage shall be entered into only with the
free and full consent of the intendlng spouses.

(3) The family is the natural and fundemental group
unit of soclety and 1s entitled to protection by soclety
and the State.

Artlcle 17. (1) Everyone has the right to own property
alone or in associatlion with others.

(2) No one shall arbitrarily deprived of his
property.

Article 18. BEveryone has the right to freedom of thought,
conscience, and religion; this right includes freedom to
chenge his religlon or belief, and freedom, elther alone
or in company with others and in public and private, to
manifest his religlon or belief in teaching, practice,
worship, and observance.

Article 19. Everyone has the right to freedom of opinion
and expression; this right includes freedom to hold op-
inions without interference and to seek, receive, and
impart information and ideas through any media and re-
gardless of frontiers. -

Article 20. (1) Everyone has the right to freedom of
peaceful assembly and assocliation.
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(2) Everyone has the right of equal access to public
service in his country.

(3) The will of %“he people shall be the basis of
authority of government; this shall be expressed in
perlodic and genuine elections which shall be by uni-
versal and equal suffrage and shall be held by secret
vote or by equivalent free voting procedures.

Artlcle 22, Hveryone, as a member of soclety, has the
right to soclal security and is entitled to realization,
through national effort and internatlional co-operation
and in accordance with the organizstion and resources
of each State, of the economic, social, and cultural
rights indespensible for his dignity and the free de-
velopment of his persocnality.

Article 23. (1) Everyone has the right to work, to
free choice of employment, to just and favorable con-
ditions of work, and %o protection against unemployment.

(2) Everyone, without any discrimination, has the
right to equal pay for any equal vwork.

(3) Bveryone who works has the right. to just and fav-
orable remuneration insuring for himself end his family
an existence worthy of human dignity, and supplemented,
1f necessary, by other means of social protection.

(4) Everyone has the right to form and joiln trade
unions for the protection of his interests.

Article 24. Everyone has the right to rest and leisure,
Including reasonable limitation of working hours and
periodic holidays with pay. -

Article 25. (1) Everyone has the right to a standard
of living adequate for the health and well=belng of
himself and of his famlly, including food, clothing,
housling, and medical care and necessary soclal services,
and the right to security in the event of unemployment,
slckness, disabillity, widowhood, old age, or other lack
of livellhood in circumstances beyond his control.

(2) Motherhood and childhood are entitled to special
core and assistance. All chlldren, whether born in or
out of wedlock, shall enjoy the same soclial protection.
Article 26. (1) Everyone has the right to education.
Education shall be free, at least in the elementary and
fundamental stages. Elementary education shall be com-
pulsary. Technical and professional education shall be
mede generally avallable and higher education shall be
equally accesslble to all on the basis of merit.

(2) Bducation shall be directed to the full develop-
ment of the human personality and to the strengthening
of respect for human rights and fundamental freedoms.
It shall promote understanding, tolerance, and friend-
ship among all natlons, racial, or religlous groups,
and shall further the activitles of the United Nations
for the maintainence of peace.

(3) Parents have a prior right to choose the kind
of education that shall be given to their children.
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Article 27. (1) Everyone has the right freely to par-
ticipate in the cultural life of the community, to en-
Joy the arts and to share ln sclentiflc advancement
and 1ts benefits.

(2) Everyone has the right to the protection of the
moral and material interests resulting from any scien-
tific, literary, or artistlec production of which he 1is
the author.

Article 28. Everyone is entitled to a social and inter-
national order ln waich the righits and freedoms set
forth in this Declaration can be fully realized.
Article 29. (1) Everyone has duties to the compunity
in which alone the free and full development of his
personality is possibilés .

(2) In the exercise of hils rights and freedoms, ev-
eryone shall be subject only to such limitations as are
determined by law solely for the purpose of securing
due recognition and respeoct for the rights and freedoms
of others and of meeting the just requirements of mor-
ality, public order,; and the general vwelfare in a
democratlic soclely.

{3) These rights and freedoms mey in no case be ex-
erclsed contrary to the purposes and principles of the
United Natlons.

Article 30. Nothing in this Declaration may be inter-
preted as implying for any State, group, or person any
right to engage in any activity or to perform any act
aimed at the destrucvlon of any of the rights and free-
doms set forith herein.
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