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CHAJ?TER I 

THE UNIVfffiSAL DECLARATION OF HUMAN RIGHTS 

Introduction: Development and Adoption 

of the Declaration 

Emphasis upon human rights 1n the Charter of the 

United Nations is not a vague, gossamer thread ephemerally 

appearing, disappearing, and reappearing. It rather con­

stitutes one of the chief cornerstones upon Which the 

Charter stands. 

Already in its second paragraph the :Preamble of the 

Charter states that the peoples of the United Nations de­

termine 11 to reaffirm faith in iundamental human rights, in 

the_d1gn1ty and worth of the human person, 1n the equal 

rights of men and women. ti 

• • • 

In Chapter I ("Purposes and :Pr1nc1plesu ), Article 1, 

Paragraph 3 of the Charter this primary purpose 1~ further 

articulated 1n the foliowing words: 

To achieve international co-operation in solving 
international problems of an economic, social, cul­
tural, or humanitarian cbaracte~, and 1n promoting 
and encouraging respect tor human rights and tor fun­
damental f'reed.om.s .for all without distinction as to 
race, sex, language, or religion. 

In Chapter iv (" The General Assembly" ) , Article 13 

("Functions and Powers'' ) , Paragraph lb 1 t 1s speo1t1oally 

stated: 
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The General Assembly shall initiate studies and 
make r~cornrnendations for the purpose of promoting 
1nt,erne. tiona.1 co-opera t1on 1n the economic, social, 
cultura l, educational, and health fields, and as­
s1at1ng 1n the real1zat1on of human rights and fun­
damental freedoms for all without distinction as to 
r ace, sex, la.nGua.ge, or religion. 

S1mila.rly 1n Chapter IX (''In·terna:t;iona.1 Economic and 

Social Co-operation" ), Article 55, l?aragra.ph c 1t 1s set 

forth tha t 

the United Nations shall promote: universal respect 
for, and observance of, human rights and fund.a.mental 
f:reedoms for all without distinction as to race, sex, 
language, or religion. 

And Article 56, immediately following, pledges all 

members themselves "to ta.ke Joint and separate action 1n 
. . 

co-oper•a.tion with the Organization for the achievement of 

t he purposes set forth in Article 55. 11 

More apec1f1cally, in Cha.pt.er X ("'l'he Economic and 

6oc1e.1 Council" ), Article 62 ("Functions and Powers"), 

Paragraph 2 the following directive 1s laid down for the 

Economic a.nd Soc1a.l Council: "It may make recommendations 

for the purpose of promoting respect for, and observance 

of, human rights and :f'u.ndamental freedoms for all." 

In particular Chapter X ("The Economic and Social 

Council"), Article 68 ("Procedure11
) statesa 

The Economic and Social Council shall set up 
commissions 1n economic and social fields and for the 
promotion of human rights and such other commissions 
as may be required tor the performance of its func­
tions. 

The maJor importance of this art.icle 1s underscored 

by the fact that it alone 1n the Charter creates and names 
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a specialized United Nations agency, as pointed out by 

Roger Baldw1n.l 

Finally we find the last specific mention of human 

rights in the Charter 1n Chapter XII ("Internat1ona.l Trust­

eeship System11
), Article 76, .i:aragraph c where it is stated 

that one of the ba.a1c objectives of the trusteeship system 

with regard to trust territories shall be: 

to encouraGe reapeot for human rights and for funda­
mental freedoms without d1st1nct1on as to race, sex, 
l ru.1Sua.ge, or religion, and to encourage recosn1 tion 
of the interdependence o'f the peoples of the uorld. 

Thue it is quite evio.ent that the Charter of the 

United 1-tat,ions, unlike the old Lee.gue of Nations, 2 1s 

clearly committed to a policy of promulgating, protecting, 

and gue.ra.nteeine universal human right a. Justin llroe Nixon 

credits the 1nolus1on of this emphasis on human rights 1n 

the Che..rter by its framers to the pressure of public opin­

ion, both American and world-wide, behind which, of course, 

lay the experience ot the peoples of the world under, or 

1n conflict with, Naz1 and Fascist tyranny during the im­

mediately preceding yeara.3 

For the purposes of this present writing it 1s both 

1Roger N. Baldwin, Human R1ghts--\'1orld Deolara;t,1on yg, 
American Prac91ce (New Xork& ~ublic ~tfa1rs Committee, In­
corporated, c.1950), p. 1. 

2 Ib1d., P• 2 • 

3Jue~1n Wroe N1xon, ~ United 1ift1ons .!!l&! .ma£ Rei-
1g12}s Heritage (New York: ·The Church Peace Union, o. 953), 

. P• • 



4 

interesting and important to note here that o. Frederick 

Nolde repor"u3 that representatives of many churches active­

ly lobbied for inclusion 1n the ·Oharter or the obv1ous em­

phasis on human rights. He concludes his statement w1th 

~heae words: "As the Charter ·uas finally drafted, it re­

flects to a considerable extent the position taken by the 

chu.r.ohes." 4 

At this point, perhaps, it ·would be well briefly to 

analyze this concept "r1ght0 ,-11th Which we a:h..all be ·dealing 

thl"oughout this entire study. 

Posslbly the concept 1'duty" 1s more fam111ar than 

that of "right. 11 "Duty" emphasizes the neighbor; it 1a 

built U'pon the element of obligation. We think here of 

Kant's 11 ca.tegor1oe.l imperative11 or of the so-called "Golden 

Rule. n uR1ght," on the other hand, emphasizes the "·Thy­

self, 11 e.nd this t-1111 be true whether "?'1ghts" as we shall 

discuss them a.re natural and innate or whether they ere 

merely conferred. 

The Christian who lives by the Gospe:J, and 1s deter­

mined by a.gape must especially bear 1n mind that the sin­

ful world does not, to any large extent respect "rights." 

This means, therefore, that the Christian must be ready to 

suffer in his respect tor "rights," whether these arise aa 

ordinances of men (conferred) or spring from conscience 

"o. Frederick Nolde, ij)!f :t.tt Peace (Ph1ladelp~a c 
The Muhlenberg Presa, o .19 · , p :-05. 
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(innate) as l Feter 2 so clearly teaches. 

Regardless of how altruistically the motivation may 

be, "duty" always involves an !nterpl~y or bond between 

persons. "R1ght, 0 on the other hand, emphasizes the in-

di v1dua.l e.nd 1nd1 v1dua.l freedom, the II Thyself,'' in relation 

to others, to be true, but not 1n the obligatory nature of 

"duty." "Right11 denotes, we think, those aspects of in­

dividual freedom which operate 1n accord with either natur­

al law or some standard of rtrightneas11 laying emphasis not 

upon the "neighbor" relationship but upon the "Thyself'." 

The Charter, then, alludes to trhat it calls "human 

r1e;b.te11 and "fundamental freedomsu 1n emphatic, but general 

terms. The Universal Declaration of Human Rights specif­

ically spells out these rights and freedoms. 

The Commission on Human Rights, e.ppointed by the 

Economic and Social Council, ,11th eighteen members repre­

senting eighteen different countries, began 1ts work at 

Is.ke Success, New York, on January 27, 19'47', w1 th Mrs. 

Franklin D. Roosevelt as cha1rman.5 Junong other prominent 

members of the Oomm1ss1on at its f1rst meeting we find Dr. 

Charles Malik of Leba.non6 (1ts present cha1rman)7 and 

5Un1ted Nations. Bconom1c and Social Oounc11. Com­
mission on Human Ri~ts. R!J?ort .2t th! First Session (lake 
Success: n.p., 1947), P• j. · 

6' ~· 
. 7un1ted Nations. Rconom1o and Social Council. Com-
mission on Human Rights. Report at ~ Ninth Sesaiqn (~e~~ 
Yorka n.p., 1953), P• 1. 
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General Carlos l ' . Romulo of the ?h111pp1nes. 8 At present 

the representative on the Commission of the United States 

of America is N.irs. Oswald B. Lord. 9 

As soon as the Commission had formally begtm its work, 

organizations and individuals froro all over the world were 

solicited for ideas and EugBest1ons for a statement by the 

Commission e.s to what the rights to be maintained. by the 

United Nations actually were.10 It was as a. result of 

these suggestions, sifted, revised, and s1mpl1f1ed by the 

Comm1as1on in many sessions, that it brought to ·the General 

Assembly meeting 1n ~aria 1n the fall of 1948 its "Dre~ 

Un1ver.sal Declaration of Human Rights." For three months 

more the draft declaration was worked over by one of the 

main committees of the Assembly.11 Finally on December 10, 

1948, came the adoption of the Universal Declaration ot 

Human R1ghts,12 the text ot which is given in the Appendix. 

The vote in the Assembly, then consisting of f1fty-e1ght 

member nations, was forty-eight for, none against, eight 

abstentions, and tl·10 absences .13 Regarding the voting at 

8un1ted Nations; Report 2.f. the First Session, P• 3. 

9un1ted Nations, Report g! the Ninth Session, P• 1. 

l~1xon, .2:12• cit.,. PP• 45-46. 

llun1ted Nations. · Third Committee. Off1c1a;1, Records 
.2.f the Third Session gt ~ Q:enef!:l Assemblf, Pg.rt I: §2-
c1al, ~an1tar1an, and Cultural QuestionsLake succesai 
n.p., 19 9), PP• 1-901. 

12N1xon, .SW.• 91 t., p. 46. 

13ib1d. 
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that time, Roger Baldwin writes: 

'11he Soi.riet bloc abstained on the ~ound tha:t, after 
three years, the document needed more study." Saudi 
Arabia, a Uoslem country, abstained because of the in­
clusion of the right to change one's religion. South 
Africa a.bsta1ned. becq.t1.se of t.L~ guarantees of racial 
eque.11 ty under law .14 

Subsequent Developments 

Subse quent to the adoption of the Declaration, by 1953 

i ~ had been translated 1nto thirty-six different lenzua.ges.15 

The U111ted. Nat.ions Fduoat1onal, Sc1ent1f1c, and Cultural 

Or 5an1zat1on has made its circulation a.nd. presentation a 

epec1el program, and var1oua aspects of this program have 

won co-operation from over forty countr1ea.l6 In addition, 

various resolutions of the General Assembly and of subsid­

i ary United Nations organizations have either appealed to 

t he Declaration or been seriously affected by 1t.l7 

However, concerning its permanent influence little can 

be said . The Human Rights Commission continues its work. 

Th1s bas consisted ma.inly of drawing up draft Covenants 

which as treaties would implement the Declaration and be­

come the law of ratifying nations regarding human rights. 

Needless to say,. attempts at formulating such a covenant 

l"'Ba.ldwin, .!m,·• cit., PP• l-2. 

l5N1Xon, s.u • . all• , p. 46. 

l61e14. 

l7~., PP• 46-47. 
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APFENDIX 

THE UNIVERSAL DEC.l.ARA'rI.ON OF HUV.!AN RIG·HT&l 

Article 1. All human be1ngs are born free a.nd equal 
1n dignity and. ;rights.. They a.re endoi,red u1 th reason 
and conscience and should act towards one another 1n 
a. spirit of brot.herhood. 
Article 2. ·(1 ). Everyone 1e ent1 tled to all the rights 
a.nd f1--eeq.oma set forth in th1s Decle.ra.t,-Qn, without 
dts·~inct.1011s ot any kind, such as race, color, sex, 
lan5Qa3e, religion, pol1t1ca.l or other op1n1on0 nation• 
al or social or1gin0 property, birth, or other status. 

(2) Furthermore, no distinction shall be ma.de. on the 
basis of the polit1eal, jurisdictional, or internation­
al status or ~he country or territory to which a. person 
belo11gs, vrhether this terr1toi.,y be a.n independent, tz-ust, 
non-self-governing territory, or under e:ny other 11m1ta.­
tlon of sov~reignty. 
Article 3. Everyone has the r1ght to life, liberty, and 
security of person. 
Article 4. Mo on~ eha.11 be held in ale.very or servitude; 
slavery and t,he sl~ve trade she.11 be p~ohib1ted 1n a.11 
t heir fo~ms. . 
Article 5. No one shall be subjected to torture or to 
c~uel, inhuman, or degrading treatment or punishment. 
A1 .. ·t.1ole 6. Ever yone ha$ the right to recogni t1on ev­
erywhere as a. person before the law. 
Article 7. All are. aque.l before the law e.nd a.re entitled 
wit,hout any disc1.,1m1na.t1<>n to equal protection of the 
le.w. All are -ent1 tlad to equal protection against. any 
d1acr1m1nat1on 1n ~1olat1on of this Declaration and 
a~ainst any incitement to such discrimination. 
Article 8. ~eryone bas the right to an effective ~e­
medy by the competent national tribunals for acts vio­
la.ting the fundamental rights 5ranted him by the con­
sti tut1on or by law •. 
Art1Qle 9. No one shall be subjected to arbitrary ar­
rest, detention, or exile. 
Artiole 10. Everyone is entttled in full equality to 
a fa1r and public h~lng by e.n independent and im­
partial tribunal, 1n the determ1na.tton of his rights 
and obligations. and of any criminal charge against h1m. 
Article 11. (l) EveryQne charged with a penal offense 
ha.a the r1sht· tQ be preeumecl innocent unt11 proved 

1Roger N. Baldwin, Hqpym RJ.(5hts--W2rfd Decla.rat1q;g .t.D4 
American Fraot1~ (New X'oi'kl l?ub11c Affa rs· Oommittee, rn;; 
corpora.tad., c .1 · O), pp. 8-23. 
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guilty according to law 1n a public trial at which he 
bas· had all the guarantees necessary for his defense. 

(2) No one shall be held guilty of any penal offense 
on account of any act or omission which did not con­
stitute a penal offense, under national or internation­
al law, at the time it was committed. Nor shall a heav­
ier penalty be 1mposed than the one that was applicable 
at the time the penal offense was committed. 
Article 12. No one shall be aubJected to arbitrary 
interference with his privacy, family, home, or cor­
respondence, nor to attacks upon his honor and reputa­
tion. Ev-eryone has the right to the protection of the 
law against such interference or attacks. · 
Article 13. (l) Everyone has the right to freedom of 
movement and residence within the borders of eaoh State. 

(2) Everyone bas the right to leave any country, in­
cluding his own and to return to his country. 
Article 14. (l~ mveryone has the right to seek and to 
enjoy in other countries asylum from persecution. 

(2) This right may not be invoked in the case of 
persecutions genuinely a.r1a1ng from non-political crimes 
or from acts contrary to the purposes and principles of 
t he United Nations • 
.!\rt1cle 15. (1) Everyone has the right to a. nationality. 

(2) No one shall be arbitrarily deprived of his xat1on­
al1ty nor denied the right to change his nationality. 
Article 16. (l) Men and women ot full age, without any 
limitations due to race, nationality, · or religion, have 
the r13ht to marry e.nd to found a family. They are en­
titled. to equal rights as to marriage, during marriage, 
and at 1te dissolution. 

(2) Marriage shall be entered into only with the 
free and tull consent of the intending spouses. 

(3) The family is the natural and f\mdamental g~oup 
unit of society and ia entitled to protection by society 
a.nd the State. 
Article 17. (1) Everyone has the right to own property 
alone or in association With others. 

(2) No one shall arbitrarily deprived of his 
property. 
Article 18. Everyone has the right to freedom of thought, 
conscience, and religion; th1s right includes freedom to 
change his religion o~ belief, and freedom, either alone 
or 1n company w1th others and 1n public and private, to 
manifest his religion or bel1et 1n teaching, practice, 
worship, and observance. 
Article 19. Bveryone has the r1ght to freedom ot opinlcm 
and expresslon; this r1ght includes freedom to hold op-
1n1ons without interference and to seek, receive, and 
impart information &nd ideas through any media and re­
gardless of frontiers. · 
Art1o1e 20. (l) beryone baa the r1ght to freedom ot 
peaceful assembly and association • 
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(2) Everyone has the right of equal access to public 
service 1n h1s cowitry. 

(3) The will of' the people shall be the basis of 
authority of government; this shall be expressed in 
periodic and genuine elections which shall be by uni­
versal and equal auffra3e and shall be held by secret 
vote or by equivalent :f'ree voting procedures. 
Article 22. Everyone, as a member of aoc1ety, has the 
right to social security and 1s entitled to realization, 
through net1onal e~fort and· international co-operation 
and in accordance w1:1ih the organization and resources 
of each State, of the economic, social, and cultural 
rights 1ndeapens1ble for his d1gn1ty and the f'ree de­
velopment of his personality. 
Article 23. (1) Everyone has the right to work, to 
free choice of employment, to just and favorable con­
di t1ons of wo1"k, and to protection against unemployment. 

(2) Everyone, without. any d1eor1m1nat1on, has the 
right to equal pay for any equal work. 

(3) Everyone who works has the right . to Just and fav­
orable remuneration insuring for himself e.nd hie family 
an existence worthy of human dignity, and supplemented, 
1f necessary, by other means of social protection. 

(4) Everyone has the right to form and join trade 
unions for the protection of his interests. 
Article 24. Everyon.e has the right to rest and leisure, 
including. reasonable l1m1tat~on of working hours and 
periodic holidars with pay. . 
Article 25. (1) :Everyone has the right to a standard 
of living adequate for the h~lth and well-being of 
himself and of hie fam1ly, including :food, clothing, 
housing, and medical ca.re and necessary social services, 
and the right to security in the event of unemployment, 
s1clmesa, d1sabil1ty, widowhood, old age, or other lack 
of 11 vel1hood 1n oircumatance·s · beyond his control. 

(2 ) r,Iotherhood and childhood are entitled. to special 
care and assistance. All children, whether born 1n or 
out of wedlock, shall enJoy the same social protection. 
Article 26. (l) Everyone bas the right to education. 
Education shall be :rree, at lea.st 1n the elementar1 and 
fundamental stages. Elementary education shall be com­
pulse.ry. Technical and p~ofossional education shall be 
mede generally available and higher education shall be 
equally accessi~1e to all on the. basis of merit. 

(2) Ed.uc~tion shall be d1rected to the full develop­
ment of the human personality and to the strengthening 
of respect for human rights and tunda.mental treed.oms. 
It shall promote understanding, tolerance, and fr1end­
sh1p among all nations, racial,. or religious groups, 
and shall further the activities ot the Un1ted Nations 
for the ma1.nta1nence ot peace. 

(3) Parente have a prior rtght to choose the k1nd 
of education that shall be given to their children. 
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A1~t1cle 27. (1) Everyone has the right freely to par­
ticipate in the cultural life of the community, to en­
joy the arts and to she.re 1n sc1entif1c advancement 
and its benefits. 

(2) Everyone has the .right to the protection of the 
moral and ma~er!al interests resulting from any sc1en­
tif1c11 literary, or artistic production of which he 1s 
the author. · 
Arti cle 28. Everyone is entitled to a. social and inter­
national order in which ~he rights and freedoms set 
forth in this Declaration can be fully realized. 
Article 29. (1) Everyone has duties to t he com~un1ty 
1n whi ch alone the free and full development of his 
pei•sonality is possi.b11'l=~:· . 

(2) In the exercise of hie rights and fre~doms, ev­
eryone ahall be subject only to such 11mitet1ons as are 
determined by law solely for the purpose of securing · 
due recognition and respect for the rights and freedoms 
of others and of meeting the Just requirements of mor­
ality, publio order, an¢!. the general welfare 1n a 
democratic sooiet,y. 

(3) These rie;hts and freedoms may in no case be ex­
ercised contrary to the purposes and principles of th~ 
United Mat1ons. 
Article 30. Nothing 1n this Declaration may be inter­
preted as implying for any State., group, or person any 
right to engage 1n any aot1v1ty or to perform any act 
aimed at the destruction of e:n.y o-f: the rights and free­
doms set forth herein. 
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