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suis cogitationibus."> According to Luther we are living 

and serving in an inn, where the devil is lord and the world, 

his wife and his family are all adversaries of the Gospel. 

To say that the devil was lord and ruler of the world 

was not idles speculation on Luther's part. This was some- 

thing he had experlenced himself, His own words are signie 

ficant. "Der Teuffel ist herr jnn der Welt, und ich habe es 

selbs nie koeanen glauben, das der Teuffel solt Herr und Gott 

der Welt sein, bis ich nu mals zimplich erfaren, das es auch 

ein artickel des glaubens sey: Princeps mundi, Deus huis 

Seculis » » e"? The despising and rejection of the Gospel 

Was another evident token that the world is occupied by the 

devi1.° 

As pilgrims upon earth Christians are also in the devil's 

kingdom, In one of his writings Luther puts 1t this way? 

"Why sind hie yns teuffela reyoh, nioht anders, denn wenn 

oyn pylger ynn eyn herberg keme, da er wuste, das sie alley 

hauss rewber warene « « «”! Then interestingly enough he 

makes the: application that if we would walk into a den of 

robbers we should be alert and wide awake. The second peti~ 
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tion of the Lord's Prayer, "thy kingdom come," is also an 

indication that presently we must be under the tyranny of - 

the: devi1.® : 

Occasionally Luther uses the term "kingdom of the devil" 

in a very restricted sense, In this connection the kingdom 

of the devil is everything that is opposed to the will of - 

God, Thus man is confronted with an either/or, Man is 

either in the kingdom of the devil, which is a kingdom of 

darlmess, error, sin, and death; or he is in the kingdom of 

Christ, a kingdom of light, understanding, justice, and life.?” 

At the head of the kingdom of God stands God as king. At 

the head of the devil's Icingdom stands the devil, as the 

mighty ruler of the world whom man must serve as slaves?” 

Inther sees no vacuum between Christ and the devil. 

Whatever is not in the kingdom of God, is under the kingdom 

and power of the devil, where the devil is ". . « Bischoff, 

Hirte vnd Meistere o e owe Who does not serve God, serves 

the devils fhe acceptance of Shrist as Savior determines 

whether we are in Christ's kingdom or nots for if we are 
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without Christ, we are in the devilta kingdoms but if. Christ 

4s with us, the devil must ylelds!? 

The Devil As the Instigator of Sickness and Misfortune 

Luther once gave a good succinet account of his views 

on the cause of siclmess and misfortune in 2 letter to Wenzel 

Link, waers he states that "physicians may attribute such 

things to natural causes and sometimes partiy cure them, but 

they are ignorant of the power of the devils."4+ of a thunder- 

storm on December 16, 1536, Luther saidy "« « » It is simply. 

Satanlos X believe the devils were going to hold a debate 

and some angel interposed this orash of thunder end tore up 

their propositions." ’ 

All the evils of siclmess and misfortune in the world 

are the devil's work. As the instigator. of siclmess and 

misfortune the devil kills man and beast, poisons the airy 

Spoils the crops in the field, and sends disastrous, plagues.+° 

Luther pictures the devil as a vicious hungry beast whose 

Passion it is to break our arms and legs and to tear our 

head from our bodys?! In fact, it hurts the devil to know 
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that we have one haalthy finger on our hands!® rp the devil 
weve in controi of the frost, there would be no summer, but 

an everlasting winter; and all of mankind would freeze in 

one: day. ? 

Luther traces the bitter enmity between the devil and 

God and man te the expulsion of the devil from heaven. Ever 

since- that time, if the devil-were not under God's control, 

he would in a rioment empty and ssoil the fish in the sea, 

the birds in the air, end the fruits of the field." ‘The 

sicknesses and wisfortunes which the devil inflicts upon 

mankind ere relatively small to what they could be if the 

devil's power to evil were not controlled by God. Neverthe 

less, it ie the devil's peculiar work to cause as much sicke 

ness and misfortune as possible. 

Obendick contrasts Luther's opinion of the devil's 

ferocious activity and the loving activity of God when he 

states: "Der Teufel retest eins damit ist seine Tactigkelt 

erschoapft. Aber Gott reiast ein, um su bauent~-Gott schlaegt 

nieder um zu heilenj diese positive Tendens fehlt deni) Winken 

des Teufels."2) Luther 1s always confident, for even though 
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mankind Lives In the night of sickness and misfortune, yet 

from the dark sky there shine the God-given stars to encourage 

us to faith and hope.-- 

Natural Han As Slave of the Devil 

luther traces man's slavery to the devil back to the 

fall of Adam and Eve and the original sin which thus found 

entrances end which Involves this dominion of the devil. It 

is worthy to note that the fall of Adam is never ascribed 

to a resistless influence of the devil, but 1s always rep- 

resented as the fault of Adam, who was only tempted by the 

devil." But since that fall, all men are slaves to the 

devil. A11 men are by nature, from birth, under the devil's 

power and must perform his will. It is the total person, 

the "totus homo," body, soul, and spirit, who is impious and 

under the devil even as the whole world,”? 

The devil operates in sin and natural man freely gives 

him the opvortunity. ©Man is willing to sin, end upon man's 

willingness to sin follows the pleasure to sin, Thus the 

Eel LI RA RUE NEEL 

=27y44., De 56. 

23gulius Koestlin, The Theology of Luther, translated = 

from the second German edition by Reve Gharies Hay, (Phila 

delphia: Lutheran Publication Society, 001697), 11, 3366 

Aliweimer Ope Sites XII, 47. 

25opendiek, ops cite Pe 178. 
er Ausgabe. 

Opendtek quotes from the



  

hi 

poison begins to take hold, kills the soul, and submits it 

to the devil.”° 
Luther uses three pictures to point out the devil's hold 

on natural man through sin, First of all, he sees the devil 

as a master driving men into sine@! Secondly, he sees the 

28 Thirdly, 

he uses the picture of the devil lighting the fire of sin in 

devil throwing end hurling sins into man's heart. 

man?s hearte@* indeed, the origin of all human sin is the 

devil, and through this sin he becomes the master of natural 

mane The devil has imprinted his own ploture of evil upon 

mankind.” 

To show the helplessness of mankind Luther states that 

man is like a donkey ridden now by God and now by the devil.-" 

This surely seems to imply that.man has no freedom whatever 

to decide for good or 111. Sven Christians are under the 

devil, Here is indeed a paradox which Luther does not attemct: 

to solve. He states that the Christian is under the devil 

and still he is lord of the devil; and even though the Chris- 

tian is pious and holy, yet he is under the devil who can 
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.OVeEP=Tull ime -= However, in contrast to natural man who 

follows the devil as a slave without resistance, the Shristian 

is always engaged in a constant struggle with the master of 

evile>- A Christian is not entirely under the devil's power 

for he is “simul justus et peccatur." Here Luther inserts 

his distinction between flesh and spirit. Thus a Christian 

really has ea double essence: the Holy Ghost in the heart, 

but the devil in the flesh.+ 

The Christian's Temptation to Sin 

As it has been stated before, Luther distinguished two 

classes of devils. It is only a low olass of devils which 

assails us with the lusts of fornication, avarice, and ambi- 

tions it is a higher class which tempts us to unbelief, des- 

pair, or heresy.2” It must be noted here also that temptation 

only concerns the Christian. ‘The unregenerate man is already 

in the clutches of the devil and therefore cannot be tempted. 

It is precisely those Christians who have already attained 

@ high standard of Christian character, the "lofty saints of 

God," who are, in the providence of God, ‘most frequently 

assailed with temptations?” 
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