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suis cogltationibus,"3 According to Luther we are living
and serving in en inn, whers the devil is lord and the world,
his wife and his famlly ars all adversaries of the Gospol_.!!‘

To say that the devil was lord and ruler of the world
was not l1dle speculation on Luther!s parts This was some~
thing he had experlenced himself, His oun words are signie-
ficant. "Der Teuffel ist herr jan der Welt, und ich habe es
selbs nie koeanen glauben, das der Teuffel solt Herr und Gott
der Welt sein, bils ich nu mals zimplich erfaren, das es auch
ein artickel des glaubens sey: Princeps mmdi, Deus huis
seculis » o o"7 The desplsing and rejection of the Gompel
was ancther evident token that the world is occupled by the
dev11.6

As pilgrims upon earth Christiens are also in the devil's
kingdom, In one of his writings Luther puts it this way!l
"Whr sind hie yns teuffels reych; nicht anders, demn wenn
oyn pylger ynn eyn herberg keme, da er wuste, das sie alleym
hauas rewber warene s » o Then interestingly encugh he
makes the application that if we would walk into a den of
robbers we should be alert and wide awake, The second pebi-

3Ibide, XVII, Part I, L7e
brbia,, XXVIII, 329
5Ibid., Lp 473

6Ibid., IV,-30%.

TInld., XII, 39k
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tion of the Lord!s Prayer; "thy kingdom come," 1s also an
indication that presently we must be under the tyramny of
the devil.®

Ocoasionally Iuther uses the term "kingdom of the devil"
in a very rvestricted sense, In this connection the tingdom
of the devil iz everything that is opposed to the will of
God, Thus man is confronted with an either/or, Man is
either in the ki.ngdpm of the devil, which i1s a kingdom of
darkness, error, sin, and deathy or he is in the kingdom of
Christ, s kingdom of 1light, understanding, justice, and life.’
At the head of the kingdom of God stends God as king. At
the head of the devil's lingdom stands the devil, as the
mighty rulsr uf the world whqm man nust serve as slavo.lo

Inther sees no vesuum betwsen Christ and the devil,.
Whatever is not in the kingdom of God, is under the kingdom
and power of the devil, where the devil is ", « « Bischoff,
Hirte wvnd Meisters o e 11 yho does not serve God, serves

the devil.'® The acceptance of Uhrist as Savior determines
whether ﬁa are in Christ's kingdom or not} for if we are

8Tbid., I, 93
91bid,, XXIII, T16s
107p1d., V, 666 Lo
111,94,, XLVIII, 195
121p1d., XXV, 483.
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without Christ,; we are in the devil's kingdom; but if Christ
is with us, the devil mmat yield.13 : '

The Devil As the Instigator of Sickness and Misfortune

Luther once gave & goed succinet account of his vieus
on the cause of sickness and miafortune in a letter to Venzel
Link, whore he staztes that "physicians may attribute such
things to naSural causss and aﬁne‘t:l.meb partiy cure them, bubt
they are ignorant of the power of the dev:lla."n" 0f a thunder-
storm on December 16, 1536, Luther said, M. « o It 18 simply.
Sa'l;anie. I believe the devils were going to hold a debats
and some angel interposed this orash of thunder and tors up
their propositions,":? _ :

A11 the evils of siclmess and misfortune in the world
are the devil's work. As ths instigator. of siclmess and
misfortune the devil kills man and beast, polgsons the air,
8poils the .orops in the field, and sends disastrous plagueﬂ-ls
Luther pletures the devil as a vicious hungry beast whose

passion it is to break our arms and lega and to tear our
head from our bodyel! In fact, it hurts the devil to lmow

131p14., XV, 7875 BXKVII, 32,
liEwald Plass, This Is Luther (St, Louis: Concordia
Publiahing House, CalY » Do °
; of Martin Luther
15ppeserved Smith, %a_ Life ﬁmﬂd Letter of artl ber

(Boston and New York:
Pe 339,

St, Louis:
16 be Sohriften edited by Ju G Walch (
cmor%%:% House, 1950) s IX, Col. allho

17“51'[!91" _-9.2. _0_1}_.. XXVII, 153.
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that we have one haalthy finger on our hand.la If the devil
wers in contrei of the frost, there would be no summer, but

an everlasting winter; and all of mankind would freeze in

one’ da;f.lg

Luther traces the bitter enmity between the devil and
God and man tc the expulsion of the devil from hsaven. Evar
since  that time, if the devil wers not under God's control,
he would in a moment empty and spoil the fish in the =ea,
the birds in the sir, end the fruits of the £1eld,2° The
slckneeses and misfortunes which the devil inflicts upon
mankind sre relatively small to what they could be if the
devilis power to evil were not controlled by God. Neverthew
less, it iz the devil's peculiar wark to cause as much sicke
ness and misfortune as possible.

Obendiek contrasts ILuther's opinion of the devil's
ferocious mctivity and the loving activity of God when he
states: "Der Teufel reisst einy damit ist seine Taetighkelt
erschoepft. Aber Gobt reisst ein, um su bauen}--Gott schlaegt
nieder um zu heilenj diese positive Tendenz fehlt dem e
des Teufels."2l Luther is slways confident, for even though

185t, Louts, ope glbsy XII, Ools 1338.
191bid., Vs Oole 1322

aoIbid._p I’ Cole 90.

21permann us Obendiek, Der Teufel Bei Martin Luthor
(Mﬂh@-Vﬂl‘lﬂs G.m.b.H.. Bﬂm e m,p Ps °




Lo
mankind lives In the night of siclmess and misfortune, yet

from the dark sky there shine the God-given stars to encourage

ug to faith and hope.a2

Natural Han As Slave of the Devil

Luthor traces man's slavery to the devil back to the
fall of' Adam and Eve and the original sin which thus found
entrance and which involvea this dominion of the devil. It
is worthy to note that the fall of Adam 1s never ascribed
to a resistless influence of the devil, but 1s always rep=-
reéentad as the fault of Adam, who was only tempted by the
dev11.23 But since that fall, all men are slaves to the
devil. All men are by nature, from birth, under the devilts
power and wmust perform hils w:l.li.ah' It 1s the total person,
the "totus homo," body, soul, and spirit, who is impious and
under the devil even as the whole world.-as

The devil operates in sin and natural man freely gilves
him the opuortunity. -Man is willing to sin, and upon nan!s

willingness to sin follows the pleasure to sin, Thus the

221b1d.5 Pe 5Be

23Jul1us Koestlin, '.i'het o:o].o _g_ Luther ;ra;x:slag;gh-
from the second Germen edl: 0.1897), LTI L

delphias Lutheran Publication SOo:l.ety.

all'waiw, OPe 9_’_-2.. HI' h?'

250pendiek, ops cite Pe 1780
er Ausgabe,

Obendiek quotes from the
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polson begins to take hold, kills the soul, and submits it
to the dav11.26

Luther uses three pletures to point out the devil's hold
on natural wmen through sin, First of all, he sees the devil
as a mas ter driving men into sin.2( Secondly, he sees the
devi.l throwlng snd hurling sins into man's heart.zs Thirdly,
he uses the pleture of the devil lighting the fire of sin in
man?!s hearte>’ Indeed, the origin of all human sin is the
devil, and through this sin he becomes the master of natural
man, The devil has imprinted his own ploture of evil upon
mank"...nd.,so

To show the helplessneas of mankind Luther states bhat
man ig like a donkey ridden now by God and now by the devil,3t
This surely seems to imply that man has no freedom whatever

to decide for geood or 1ll, Even Christiens are under the

devil., Here 18 indeed a paradox which Luther does not attempt

to solve, He states that the Ohristiean is under the devil
and still he ig lord of the devil; and even though the Chris-
tian 1s pious and holy, yet he is under the devil who can

26ygimar, ops gites Is 273e
2TInid., XX, 301

287p1d., XXVII, 109
291pid., III, 610,

309 0d081us Harnaek, I.uther'a Theologie (Muenchen3 Chr,
Kaiser Verlag, 1927) I, 200.

3ro1and Beinton, Here I T stand (New York and Hashville?
Abingdon-Cokesbury Press, 88p Oel » Do 2530

> 52
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.over-run J:a:I.m.-""2 However, in contrast to natural man who

follows the devil as a slave without resistance, the Ohristian
is alweys engaged ln a constant struggle with the master of
5711.33 A Christian is not entirely under the devil's power
for he iz "aimul justus et peeccatur,"” Here Luther inserts
hils distinctlon between flesh and spirit., Thus a Christian
really has & double essence: the Holy Ghost in the heart,
but the devil in the flesh.3

The Christian's Temptation to Sin

Az it has been stated before, Imther distinguished two
classes of devils. It is only a low olass of devils which
assails us with the lusts of fornication, avarice, and ambl-
tionjy it is a higher olass which tempts us to unbelief, dea-
pair, or herasy.BS It must be noted here also that temptation
only concerns the Christian. The unregenerate man is already
in the clutches of the devil and therefore cannot be tempted.
It is precisely those Christians who have already attained
a high standard of Christian character, the "lofty saints of
God," who are, in the providence of God, ‘most frequently

assalled with temptation.36

32Woimar, op. oltes XVII, 2993 XLI, 687
331p1d., XXIV, 111.

- 3h1pia,, 1v, 3203 VII, Part I, 133.
35koestlin, op. cltes PPe 332 fe
36.:.[..'9!-.‘."." Pe 259 :




