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CHAPTER .I. °
THE II‘-?TROI')TJGTI_ON
The Probleu

One aspoet of the faith and life of Dr, Martin Luther
wnlch is often ncglected is hia belief in a personal devil.
His beliel in good and evil spirits plays a greater part in
Luther's teaching than present dey theology cares to empha=-
size.l The bellel in the devil has now been abandoned by
most Yenlishtened men." They leave the belief in the devil
to what theyv call the backwerd blind masses. The fact of
the matier 1z that the denial of the devil is the most suce
cegpiul snare Setan ever laid for our :soulaa.2 Disbelief in
the devil cannot be reconciled with faith in God. To deny
the devil ig e discount the Deity. dJohn Wesley, the founder
of Methodism, well realized the need of the belief in the
devil and issued to his followers the famwous cry: "No devil,
no God,"> "The fact is that the whole Christian plan of sal-
vaticn ig based on the belief in the devil. The entire body
of Christian doctrine is imperiled by the denial of the per=

Sonal devil .h'

1y, 5. Kramm, The Theology of Luther (London: James
Clark a;‘d éo., 195-775—-1’»- )

Literature
2Maximilian Rudwin, The Devil in Legend and _
(Chicago: The Open Court P o Bompany, 0.1931], ps 105,

3Tbid.; pe.1066: s - £
haal:"s Plass, This is Luther (St. Louis: Concordia
Publighing Eouse,’cfiﬁiﬂ'ﬁ Pe 109,
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A clear understanding of the nature and work of the

devil makes & materialistic and socialistic concept of reli- ’
glon impossible because it stresses faith as 1ts chlef factor. .
It 18 the opinion of the writer that much of the so-called
American Protestant preaching of today, which stresses the
soclal and materlal gospel, is due in no small measure to

1¢s de-emphasis of the belief in the personal devil. Although
Lutheran pulplts have In general upheld the tradition of the
Reformation, in this age of science and psychology, they,
nevertheless, are in constant danger of realizing evil not

as the embodiment of' Satan, bu’t'as a mere cosmic principle.
When this hapoens, the Biblical meaning of sin and the wrath

of God ic destroyed; and if that is not meaningful, mneither

is the grace of God und the redemption of Christ. '

The Purpogn and Scope

In view of the dangers mentioned above, the writer
thought 1%t beneficial to investigate as thoroughly as possible ‘
the concept of the devil, The devil has played a tremendous ,
role in legend snd literature. But in order to limit the f
investigation and to keep it on & theological level and in |
line with Lutheran tradition, Luther's concept of the devil
was chosen as the topic for the tb.oa:la. Luther, the man of
God after whom our church body was named, perhaps experiencod
more personal eontacts with the devil than any other man in
h-‘htwy outside of Jesus Christ and the Apostle Paul. Possi-
bly the devil was more noticeably active in the days of
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Luther because he sensed how much was at stake, even as it
i3 evident from the Gospels that- he exerted himself particue
larly also in the days of Christ, when the Gospel was being
est-abliaheé:.‘ﬁ';

It wust be kept in mind that this. thesis does not pro-
pose to relate and discuss in great detaill every minute
phagse of Luther's concept of the devil, Such a study would
take several years, lor thoughts concerning the devil pers
meated nearly every area of Luther's writings. The St. Louis

edition of Luther's Works devotes nearly twenty=-two colwmms
6

to an index rogistering Luther's comments on the devil.
This thesis then may be more properly called a general over=-
view of Luther's demonologye

ﬁsaentially. the thesis divides itself into.two parts,
although. the chapter headings would seem to indicate four,
In Chepter Two the writer discusses the factors which ine
fluenced Luther's thinking on the devil, It cannot be denied
that Lutherts belief in the devil had its outgrowth in the
Bible, in his own character and personal faith, end in the
popular beliefs of the time. . In Chapters Three, Four, and
Five, the writer attempts to relate Luther!s teaching about
the devil to the remainder of Ohristian doctrines At the

5Ibid.
¢ : ten, edited by Js @. Walch, (Ste
Louis 'saueﬁn::imiclig S'Iclhrir ng House, 19105' XXIII B, Cols.
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sasme time, 1% 1s also an attempt to systematize Iuther's con=
cept of the devil, although Imther himself never did this.

He wrote a sermon on angeleg, but he did not write one syse-

tematizing the nature and work of the devil, However, his

expoeition of Ephesians 6 comes very close to a general
sy:stematic praaentation.7 In this second part of the thesis |
the writer discusses ILutherts concept of the devil!s person

end activity. It should be noted here that Luther considers
the devil a very powerful active spirit, but one who 1s

always in God's control, This concerns Chapters Three and
Four, In the final chapter the "sola Seriptura, sola gratia,
and scla fide" of Luther are brought to light in his concept

of' God's victory over the devil.
The lMethod

Very little has been written in the English language
on the subject here involved. Although nearly every English
volume on Luther's theology has a paragraph or two on the
subject, this 4s not enough to inveatigate ably a toplc of
this nature. Gh;rles Hay's translation of Koestlin'ts Luther's
Theology was rather helpful in the preparation of the thesis,
even though his presentation of the problem 1s seattered

under many dirferent aspecis of doctrine. In the main 1t

TM. ] Ix. GOISQ 839“""3 .
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18 treated with the dootrine of "Creation and Providence."d
On the other hand, Theodosius Harmask, in his Luther?s Theole
ogle, discusses Luther's eoncept of tho devil quite extene
sively in the soction on Godig wmth.9 Thoughts conesrning
the devll ave zlso found in other sections of his twosvolume
wark, Oune of the wost helpful volumea on the subject was -
Der Teulel Bel Hartla Luther by Hermannus Obendiek., It is,
to the Imwwledge of the writer, the only systematioc presen=
tation of Lauther's concept of the devils Obondiek works
with acute skill, quoting at times from Harnack and Koestlin,
and portraying some inaizhtes into Luther's demonology aboub
whien thoy are allente

The main research for the theals ’ however, was done
elth primavy sourco materiel, The indices of the Wolwmar
and S%, Leuls editions of Luther's Works served as the
stu-;-t;'.ng; soats from waioh all other exploration tocok places
Wherever possible and whenever time permitted, the refers
ences werc checked with the Weimar edition of Luthen!s wWorks,
The writer took special note of the expositlon of the Bible

; 10
passages wnich consernmed the nature and work of the devil.

8suiiue Koestlin e' pology of r.%um-. translated
from the second Genﬁm.z pdition by ueve Maes)ﬂagx(Plgg-fsa‘?
delphia: Iutheran Publication Scoiety, ©.10972s Iis o

Omeodoatus Harnack, Luthests Theologie (Huenchen: Ghve
Kalger Verlag, 1927)s I >

10 : slie . 63123 1 Pet, 5:80«93 1 Pete
% Jobn 3:83 2 Pote 2t Bohe
33193 Gepf :;3-5: Hatte 4sl-113 st ale
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In the thesis 1%self, however, the passages are not treated
individually, but are assumed into the general content,

Summarizing, they the thesis is to cover the general
area of Luther's demonology. The purpose of the study is
to re-emphasize the necessity of a belief in the personal
devil on the part of modern man and especially the modern
preacher in the light of Luther's theology, faith, and 1life.
The writer also lncludes himself, This must be done so that
the power cf the "sola Soriptura, sola gratia, and sola fide"™

is preserved for Christianity.

naEr v

e & it e N AR T TR il

L wmae s o



CHAPTER II
THE FAOTORS OF INFLUENCE

Dre Mertin Luther's concept of the devil was influenced
by three factors: (1) Luther's keen insight into Holy Sorip-
ture; (2) Luther's personal faith and character; and (3) the
popular beliefs of the time, Scholars sre pretty well agreed
that all of these factors played some part in Luther!s demone
ologzy, but they are not agreed as to which faotor was the
most influentials For example, the pro-lutheran scholar
Hermannuad Gbendielzl considers Luther's insight into Holy
Seripture and his personal falith the most influential, while
the Roman Catholic scholar Hartmann Grisar? definitely empha-
sizes Luthor's character and the poplar bellefs of the time.
The answer to the problem, however, lies in all three factors,

each playing its pert to make the whole Luther.
The Holy Scripture

The Word of God, in whatever form, whether a simple

. promise, or a promise embodied in a sacrament, or & series

of revelations made by Godfs Spirit to the aoul of man, as

- Bel Martin Luther
Hermannus Obendiek, Dexr Teufel
(FurcheVeorlag G.m.beHe Berlin NW 7, 1951), Ps 33

2Hartmann Grisar, Mertin Luther, adspted from the

thar -
Second German y Frank e, edited by Arthu 4
Preuss c(;-‘.’ai:. Loscjl.:fio;e:ger Book C0es 0+1930), PPe LB5-1:90.




8
recorded in tho Bible, is the grand reality which in Luther's

view dwarfed 2ll other realities on earth.3 The statement of -

Occam concerning Soripture may slso be applied to Luther:
Wwhat is not contained in the Seriptures, or cannot.with ;
necessary and obvious consistency be deduced from the con=
tents of the same, no Christien needs to believe,"t ILuther
was very well at home in the Bible, His voluminous writings
bear this oute It i1z said that Luther could nearly. recite
the 1513 Latin translation of the Bible from memory.® This
is all the more reason to believe that Luther garnered his
Ohristian doctrine from the clear word of Soripture,

Luthert?s faith in the exi.steno.a of the personal devil
18 no excenotion., His belief in a personal ‘devil is proved
to have been based on grim facts by dozens of Blble passages.
In this connection Ewald Plass ocomrents?

To osll this "superstition” is unworthy of a theologlan

and & Christian, If no such being as a devil actuall
oxists, what are we to make of Christ!s testimony? Did

He not know better? Then He 1? an unsafe Guide. Did
He consciously deceive people?

6

It ia also interesting to note that Germsn follklore approached

the devil with a ghastly,.nearly unconquerable fear, whereas

3Ewald Plass, This Is Luther (St. Louls: Concordia
Publishing House,; Ce s Po °

bIpid., p. 53

Sobendiek, ops citss Pe 112
6p1ass, op._olfes Pe 109
TIvia,

-
’
!
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9
Iutherts approach to the devil was one of serious determina=
tion, This sericus determination on the part of Luther is
evidence of the fact that his concept of the devil was
founded on the Bible.® Edgar Garlson, propounding the views
of the Swedish theologians, maintains also that "Luther!s
intereat in the devil is derived from his interest in the
Gospel."?

On the othsr hand, the Roman Catholic scholar Grisar
asserts that Lutherts "dreadful" concept of the devil was 2
result of his departure from the Soripture and the Ghurohalo
This position is certalnly not tenables In the first place,
Luther did not depart from Seripture, but he went to Sorip-
ture. Secondly, the devil was just as active in the members
of the Roman Church as he was in ILuther, However, Luther
combated him with determination through the Word and sacra=
ments, faith, end prayer, whereas the Romanists tackled him

rather fearfully through the Virgin Mary, the saints, and

other devices. The following words capture some of this
spirit: "Relics, rosaries, proven amulets, holy water, the
8sign of the cross, and canonicel adjurations, reduced him

to a state of impotence, wherein he was fain to vent his

80bendiek, op. oites Pe 2iks
95dgar Carlsen, The Heinterpretation of Luther (Phila~
delphia: The Westminster Press, Cs s Pa 50

100-:-1331-. ope oites Pe 4900
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displeasure by sulphurous fumes as he fled."™ ' Thus Luther!s
concept of the devil was influenced not by a departure from
the Scripture and the Church, but by his recognition of
Seripture as the "sola Scriptura® presenting to man the per=

fect revelation of God, man, and devil,

Parsonal Faith and Character

A careful analysis of Luthert!s work and way through
1life mekes it very evident that his perasonal experience of
the falth iz indeed the decisive faoctor which has been the
gource of hiz influence upon succeeding generations. _ In
his case the man end hls work becoms as one., It can be
stated without exa'ggeration that no other cocidental thinker
has been quite so senaltive to the intensely personal element
in human experience as Luthers > It is thus that the active
ity of Luther must be viewed as that of a "8091801‘891'-"13

Keeping such seriousnoss of purpose in mind, it is mo
wonder that Luther sees nothing as atheistioc or adiabolistic.
There 18 no such thing as chance or accident, but every event
originates and is caused by either of the two great’ powers,
God or devil.m He attributed a1l his sufferings, as woll

2ym. Menzius Alexander, Demonic Possession in the New
Testament (Edinburght T« and Te > > Pe 230

12 Luther granslated by Carl J. Schindler
(l’hilag:gghi'ﬂ”ﬁuhlenbwﬁ;ass, 641952)s Pe 12¢

130bendiek, op. cibes Pe 51
'11I-n:-. Martin Luther's Werke (Weimar: Boehlinghaus
Hachfo'_Ear, 1003- » ? °
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as all the misfortunes of the Church or people, to the direct
interposltion of Satant and 1t :'is quite true when Preserved
Smith states: "His fury resembled a personal hatred more
than a philosophical detestation of an abatract prine:l.ple."ls

Lutherts view of life in-all of its ramifications was
basicelly theocentric, He based his faith end life on God,
and specifically Jesus Christ, God is not only the first,
but also the last word in Luther?s faith. Obendiek calls
this theocentric and Christocentric faith the "Pulsschlag
seiner iwoer:mu!.gkait.“afe

Falth 4in God and Christ also meant for Luther a bellef
in the devil, To tﬁe doevil Luther traces his own agonizing
spiritual experiences, connected as they frequently were
with bodily suffering to which he often referred in his
letters with so much earnestness. He declares that he often
feels within himself the devil's fury, He relates that the
devil has sometimes at night disputed with him in regard to
his own Christisn oharacter and his teaching until the sweal
rolled off his body end his heart trembled,l’ ILuther himself

comments in his 'Table Tglk:: "His anger against me is

15preserved Smith, The Life and Letters of Martin Luther
gBoston aend New York:'HﬁElﬂ:ME Companyy Cs Ys De

e

160bendiak, opes Sitey Pe 82,

17 Julius Koestlin, The Theology of Luther translated
' rman sv. Oharles Hay (Phila=-
Gogm She gecond Germen, o fon Soolety; 0+1697), 1L, 333.

delphia: Lutheran Publication Socie

P

o T A .
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eternal and unceasing; I lmow that perfectly well, He lies
with mo, nearer even than my Catherine, and gives me more
pain than she gives me le.aaumz'e.":"8 Luther!s conflicts with

the devil were vory personals He comments?

When I go to bed the Devil is always walting for me.
¥hern he begina to plagus me, I give him thls answer:
"Devil, I must sleep, That's God's command, Work by
day. 8leep by night, So go away." If that doesn't
work and he brings out a catalog of sins, I say, "Yes,
old fellow, I know all about it. And I know some
more you have overlooked. Here are a few extra,; put
them down.® If he still won!t qult and presses me
hard and accuses me as & sinner, I scorn him and say,
“St. Satan, pray for me. Of aourse, you have never
done anything wrong in your 1life, You alone are holy.
Go to God and get grace for yourself, If you want to
got ne al}: stralghtened out, I say, Physician, heal
thyself,"1?

\hat then was Luther!s answer to the conflict between
the devil and man? His answer was not scientific but reli-
glous, It was religious because of his theocentric and
Christocentric falth, Luther did not dissipate the demons
by turning on an electric light, because for him they had
long ago been routed when the veil of the temple was rent
and the earth guaked and darkness descended upon the face
of the land. Cnrist in his utter angulsh had fused the
wrath and merey of God and put to f1ight all the leglons

of Satm.zo

18y, Michelet, Life of Luther, translated by Willlsm
Haalitt'(no:ggn: ’Gaorge'ﬂeﬂm,Sons. 1898), pe 328.

19R01end Bainton, Hers I Stand (New York and Nashville:
Abingdon«Cokesbury Press, Cal » Ps 3620

20__Ib1_d, L ¥ Pe 66.
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Because Luther so emphasized theocentric religion, the
presence of the devil was always & reality., It is difficult

to Jmow whether or not Luther actually saw the devil in person.

The poesibility surely could a:r.igt, even  though the throwing

of the inkwell in the YWartburg cannot be proven as an histor-

1ol fact. Since there is no reference to the throwlang of
the inkwell in any of Luther's works, not even in his Table

Talk, ' E, G Schwlebert assumes that this story was invented

by an ambltioua Luther biographer..zl Plass does not enter
into the problem but merely states that "it is quite unnec=-
essary to dotermine the historicity of the inkwell throwlngs;
If Luther did not throw it, he would very likely have done
so, had the opportunity been offered. ®22 15 other cases
where Luther precisely states .in his writings that he saw
the devil, there should be no reason to doubt his sincerity
in 1ight of the Seriptural facts that the devil is able to
asgume visible f.‘t:;.'t'x'msaz3
On the other hand, i1t is most interesting to note that
Grisar discusses Lutherts belief in the devil under the

chapter heading, "Abnormal Psychologlcal Tralis " He begins

2lp, 6. Schwiebert, Luther and His Times (sm;lggﬁ;:

Missouri: Concordia Publis :—EG‘IJ.IQ. 19507, pPs
22?1’-85' .02' g_i.-_'_b_.. p. ml-.
234, Gen, 33185 Matte Lel-11j et al.
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the chapter with these words: "The first of the abnormal
traits of Iuther's psyohology was his fear of the devil."2h
He states that Luther's physical encounters with the devil
were purely psychologiecal, pure hallucinations, as a result
of his excited mental condition.as Psychologically, Grisar
explains Luther's pecullar character traits like this:

Hls .permenent heart trouble, as is lmown, often resulted

In precordial distress; and his overwrought nerves ex-

acted thelr tribute in the form of mentael suffering.

Thus, in comnection with cther bodily infirmities, an

intolerable psychologicael condition developed, namely,

a tormenting sense of fear, which restlessly sought 26

and found an object in the unrest of his conscience,.
Grisar admlis that in his later years Luther was less fre=-
quently asaailed by storms of conscience than in the earlier.
But in meeting this problem he asserts that this was not due
to his incrsase in knowledge and faith, but to the exhaustion
which finally overpowered him in his total abnormal state
of soul.?'? How simple such a psychological explanation of
Luther's concept of the devil seems to bel But in its
simplicity, as Obendiek comments, one observes a “petitio
principii ad maiorem gloriam eceleaiae."za

In short, when we consider Luther!s firm falth in God

and his inténse concern for the personality of man, coupled

%risar, OPe 9_4!.2.. Pe ,.|.90.
25Tbhid,., p. 492.
261b1d., pe U89-

2T1bid., p. 490.

28 0bendtek, ep. cltes Do 32

e o T T TR
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with his dynamic character, we can readily see why Luther
wrote and spcke about the devil as he did; with objective

certalnty.
Popular Beliefs of the Time

Lutherls peasant environment supplied him with a rich
and varied demon world.29 In fact, the preceding medleval
period may well be considered the heyday of the devilis
30 The devil, as he
had come down to Luther from the Middle Ages, is a melange

reign over the minds snd wills of men,

of various elementss He is at once, as 1t has been sald,
of Jowlsh, Christian, heathen, elfish, gigentic, and spec-
tral atocl:.31 The devil and his leglons, whose power 1s
greatest during the hours of darkmess, are responsible for
the 111s of the flesh, of the mentality, and of the spirit-
ual life. They cause disease of mind, aberration towards
the godsj they control the atmosphere and bring stormsj by
thelr mastery of the waters they bring floods and desiruc=
tion; they enter the bodies of human beings, are especially
dangerous to women and children. So great was tho fear of

29081‘1501'1, OPe _o_jit. Pe h'qo

Literature
3Oaximilien Rudwin, The %{ﬁ-mﬂdﬁﬂ'—“‘# T P TR

(Chicago: The Open Gourt [ ompamys Ce
H1b14., pe 3.
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these demona that someone has said that "the fear of evil,
of famine, aterility, or utter death, is greater and more

powerful in its operations than a respect of love for some

n32

bensficlent power, No wonder these were called the Dark

Ages}i

During-that period of history any man might meet the
devll and, if sinful, suffer physical violence from him,
If anyone disappeared, the devil might be supposed to have
carrlisd hiim off,s Such stories as the following surely indi-
cate the superstition prevalent in the church preceding the
Reformations ) .

A rich usurer with a little fear of God in him, had .
dined well one evening, and was in bed with his wife,
when he suddenly leaped upe She asked what alled him,
He replied: "I was just snatched away to God's Judgment
gseat, where I heard so many accusations that I did not
lnow what to enswers And while I walted for something
to happen, I heard the final sentence given againat me,
that I should be handed over to demons, who were to
come snd get me today." Saying this, he flung on &
coat and ran out of the house, for all his wife could
do to stop him, -His servants, following, discovered
him almost erazed in a church whers monks were saying
their matins, There they kept him in custody for some
hours, But he made no sign of willingness fo make
.ragtitution or repent: So alfter mass they led:i him
back toward his house, and as they came by a r:l.ver; a
boat was seen coming rapidly up against the ouri';nie ¥
marmed apparently by no ones But the usurer “'!h

was full of demons, who had come to take h:l.mi : e
words were no sooner uttered, than he was selze by

3210we Thompson, The H;at% of the Devil (New Yorks:
owrt Brace-and éoﬁi'nr. s D g1,
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them and put into the boat, which auddonlg turned on
1ts course and disappecred with itas preye >

An hlgstorical anccdote whilch similarly illustrates the
mammer in walch the human mind had become obsessed by the
ddea of the devil in the poriod immediate to the Roformation
da the ollouinzgs
At Basle in I47L even & cock was tried on tho devilish
charge of having laid an egg, and though its lawyer
pleaded that there was no record of the devil ever
having made a compast with one of the brute creations,
and thet in any cose tho laying of an egs was an invol=
untary aclt, and as such, not punishable by law, his
¢llient was condemmsd to death and burned at stalte
with due solemnity as a sorcersr in diaguise.
Another medieval superstition about the devil relates that
he is to bo oredited with the invention of music, This pop=
ular belief 1s based on chureh tradition, which asoribed the
origin of musiec to the devil,. Roman Catholic asceticism
denounced &1l instrumentel music as the devil's ucrk.35 Just
in passing it is interssting to note that to Luther music
arives the devil aww'%
Luther 1ived in such & demen world as deseribed above,
Proserved Smith is at least partly correot when he statest

"One paxt of Luther's roligion, borrewed from the popular

33n o Hedieval Mind (Cambridge,
Hmm&“ﬁ&ﬁ?ﬁ#&“ﬁﬁ%ﬁrﬁ-. 1951), Io 50h.0.

Jtrnompaon, ope gites Pe 1i3e
Bsnuﬂ“m' ODe m.. Ps 255'
36551“&05. Ope Ciley Po M'
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sunez‘fatu:ion of the age, was his bellef in a personal devil,"3? .
This 1s not o say Luther's concept of the devil found its '
heart and core in the po?ul_ar"beliefa of the age, but it :
does sttempt %o show how they coloved luther's idess about
the Qevil, wiish are basically _f'o_ﬁn_‘_iad upon Seripture, The
German scholer: Ubendiok calls Lutya;- %oin Kind seiner -Zos.tg"-?'a
Bainton admits that Luther was not entirely smancipated from
believing thot the devil was rosponsible for such pranks a3
stoaling sxps, milk, and butter,s? '.In Lutherts ‘Table Talls
especleily we find many evidences of this influence, although
evon there 1t sesns to be somewhat modifieds In his "Table
Talk Luther sces the devil sitting under a bridge seducing
young givls into the water and foreing them into marriage,
as the apirit who blows the fire into a blaze, us the ond
who puta changelings: into the' cﬁﬂos of man, as one who
misleads sleepers to ciimb the roof, and &s a nolsy hob=
goblin who tumbles things around in the romn-h'o The in-
fluence of medlevallism is aluo geen in this story from

Lutheris Wable Tqllss .

o8 e .
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An old minister, kneeling 9;1;. prayer one day, heard

behind hii the devil, who was endeavoring to hinder him
- from his devotions, by grunting like a whole heard of

pigs. The old minister not permitting himself to yield

to fear, turnmed around and exclaimed: "Maltre devil,

you have only got what you deservedj you were a glorious
- angel, and now you are only a filthy pigj" whereupon the

grunting ceased, and the devil fled away, for he cannot

endure to be treﬁed with contempt.. Ah,. faith is a

wonderiul thing,

To Luther the insane were possessed by the devil, He
was not dogmstic about this, but he expressed his view clear-
1y enouzh whon he wrote that in his opinion all lunatics,
1diote and inssne persons are possessed by devils, though
on that account they will not be damed.hz He thinks
"daemones incubos et succubos" also possible, However, that
devils can aciually beget children through interdourse, he,
indeed, utterly denles} but there are, he grants, cnildren
that are deformed by the devil, or are real devils with
only simlated or stolen rlesh.l"g’ This also surely 1s an
influence of the beliefs of the time,

There 1s one danger whlch some suthors succumb to when
writing about Luther's concept of the devil, They use only
the 'Table Talk,” which are uncertain as to authority, to
formilato everything Luther has sald about the devil and:to

show furthermore thet Luther magnified and coarsenedithe

unu Milchelet, OPDe 9&0, Ds 322.
MP;.as, Op. 9_’__-.?..' Pe 107.
U3koestiin, ope gltes ILp 33T
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manical ldeas of the Middle Ages concerning the devil, In
this connection the wiriter 1s thinking again of Gr:l.alr.m"
It is true, as Reinhold Seebergu's says, that Luther magnified
the ®hoellische Majeataet"™ of the devil, but he did not magnify
that meniacal fear and superstitious attitude which people had
for the devil.in the years preceding Luther. In short, Luther
re-emphasized the Biblical comcept of the devil, as can be
seen in his exegetical writings and sermons, but at the same
time was alsoc influenced by some of the superstition of the
times which definitely went beyond Scripture, but was not
necessarily contrary to Scripture.

Azain 1t is diificult to say w.hich of the three factors
influenced Luther's concept of the devil the most. Was it
the Blble, his own faith and character, or the bellefs of the
time? It is the opinion of the writer that in view of all
the statements mede by Luther concerning the devil in his
sermons and exegetical writings, most of the credit for hils
concept of the devil should be given to his sincere interest
in the Holy Seripture and also in his personal faith which he

exercised as "Sselsorger."

RO
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CHAPTER III
THE PERSON OF THE DEVIL
Origin

The devil and his angels are fallen beings. This is
certain from the declarations of Soz-ipture.l It is uncertain
on which of the days of creation their fall occurred==probe
ably on the second or third, Beyond this Seripture gives no
further information,>

Luther ascribes pride as the chief sin which caused the
. devlils?! fzll. In this connection it is most interesting to
note that even here Luther brings in Christology. The devils
dospised the Son of God and their chief Lucifer particularly
was not satisfied to be the moat beautiful image of God among
the angels, but desired to be the inward, nstural, exact imsge
of God, equal %o the Son.> Here the ancient church fathers
and elac Luther apply the words of Isaiah 1j:13, although
they were originally spoken not of the devil, but of the
king of Babylon.

Furthernore, Luther believes that the evil spirits tod:

offence especially at the self-humiliation and incarnation

uis:
13aemmtliche Schriften, edited by J. G Walch (Ste Lo
Concordia Publishing House, 1910), I, Col. 174,

lated

2Julius Koestlin, The Theology of Luther, trans 4

from the econdeGermal.I edition by gev. 'OEEBTG':l,Ha{I(P%l?
delphia: ILutheran Publication Society, ¢.1897)s II,

31bid., p. 333.
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of the Son, which resulted in the exaltation of humanity,
even above the angels. ILucifer, perhaps, had foreseen this
purpose of God, They stumbled also at the service they were
expected to render to mankind, The wicked attempt to learn
more about the unknown and unrevealed God than he was en=
titled to know was probably also a part of Lucifer!s a:l.n.l"

The devils now constitute & realm by themselves, differ=-
ing with variocus powers and offices, Lucifer, or simply
Uthe devil,” rules over the others, and they are his servants
and subjects .5

Luther does very little speculating about the fall of
the devil., Rather he concerns himself with the queation as
to why the devil in such bitter hatred aae_lu to prevent man
from coming to God, In answer to the. problem he contrasts
two extremes. The devil is so wicked because before his
£all he wes such a grand and glorious creaturej and out of
this most beautiful image of God resulted God's most terri-

ble and horrible enemy.6

Y114,
51bid,
6131’- Martin Luthers Werke (Weimar: Boehlinghaus Nache

folger, 1883-1939], LI, .
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Humber and Names

Luther maintalins that the earth is full of devils. They
exist in houses, fields, streets, waters, woods, and ﬁ.res.7

In some areas they exist in greater numbers than in others,
and in such .ﬁrea they cause unnatural phenoména to occur,
For example, ILuther asserts that in his part of the country
at Poltersberg there 1s a lake cursed with the presence of
an wnusual number of devils, When a stone is thrown into the i
lake, & drecadful storm immedlately arises; and the whole :
nelghborhood quakes to 1its oenter.a
The devils are also present in individual human beings.
Every prince, as indeed every private man, has his own devil, ,
as well as his own a.ngel.9 Even bishops were no exception
to the presence of devils in their lives. At the Diet of
Augsburg in 1530, according to Luther, every blshap seomed
to have brought with him as many dévils as a dog has fleas |
on St, John's day.lo Six thousand devils are able to dwell .§

in one man, as Seripture asserts in Mark 6 goncerning the

L ot

73. G. Walch, ope gites XIII, Cole 1259

By, Michelet, Life of Luther translated by William
Hazlitt' (London: Jeorge B6li and Sons, 1898), p. 321.
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Gadarene domonia.c.ll This large number, howsver, has defie
nite demonic elffects. |
Although Luther attempts to cite no figures eoncern:l.ng' -
the actual number of the devils in the world, he, neverthe=-
less, malntains that they are maniféld, To point out the

‘vastness of their sphere of activiby, Luther says that "the

devil ls as blg as the world, as wide as the world; he
reaches from heaven to hell,"!2

Luther!s two most common names for the devil are "Teufel®
and "Satan," Both have basically the same meaning and. can
be used interchangeably. Yet in certain cases Lﬁther seens
to vee "Toufel" in a narrower sense, meaning apeeirically.
accuser or reviler, whereas "Setan" is used as a more general
term implying enmity or opposition,l3 The devils! names are
usvally descriﬁtivo of thelr activitye. As Lucifer, the devil
attompts to mislead the world wnder the name of Christ.
Luther assoclates Belial with the Latin "malitia® and
"tniquitas.,"15 In the name Beelzebub, the prince of devils,

Luther sees the analogy of & "Fliegenkoenig"h or *grosze

1134, Louts, ope oits, XX, Cols 9UBs

12preserved Smith, Conversations With Luther (Boston:
The Pilgrim Press, c.l?I%g. Pe EEO

. Lysimar, op, oites XKV, 2433 XXVI, 6o
Uirpad., vIII, 9.
15Ibid., V, 496 £e
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6
nl Theodosius Earnack presents quite a roll of de-

Hummel.
soriptive names which Iyther used for the devil: "Luegner,
Moerder, Verfuechrer, Verklasger, Verderber ., « s diabolus
s & ¢ Lmesterer coriminator, caluminator , i « Gott der Suende
and des Todes; der Urhsber und Gewalthaber von bsiden,"L7

In this comnection it is: interesting to note that Luther
also speaks of a white devil.and a black devils}® -The black
devils assail humans beings.with physical sins such as the:
lusts of fornication, avarice, and ambition, ' The white devils,
who are far more powerful, tempt the Ohristian to unbelief,

despair, or heresy.
Being and Eugrieo

Luther maintains with Holy Soripture that the devils
are not flesh and blood but are spirits, They are.spirits
who rule over the world in the atmosphere, Luther vividly
describes theilr activity in the atmoaphere when he says;
", + o droben in der Luft, da schweben sie, wie die Wolken
ueber uns, flattern und ﬂigeﬁ. allenthalben uwm uns her wie
die Hummeln., . .™? Hot only do the devils rule in the at=
mosphsre, but they al'.s-no parry out their activity in the hearts
of | ~maniind,20

16St. Lﬁﬁs, ODe _c_j_._'l_i_" n’ col! 558.

17!'heodo_sius Harnaok, ljgtharh Theologle (Muencheni Chre
Kaiser Verlag, 1927), Is 3 e

183t, Louis, op. olts, IXs Ools 65

19Tbid,, IX, Col. 8U3
?.g.mg'. Ix, 001. 839.
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The character of the devils in the direct opposite to.

that of God and the good angels, As the nature of God is

nothing but love, ao the devile in their nature. are nothing :

but an eternal flawe of hatred and envy against God and all
His works, particularly agalnst the plous.®l However, as
Luther learned from the Bible, the devil often presents
himself as the angel of light.?2 Even though the devil and
his angels are able to present themselves in different ways,
nevertheless, their basic nature is still that of hatred and
envy against God and the Christian,

In the sotivity of the papists and enthusiasts Luther
sees the presence of the dev11.23 Olothed as an angel of
light in the papilsts and. enthusiasts, the devil 1is always
trying to insist that man must do something to merit salva= }
tion, Thus Luther states that the devil who once spoke
through the serpent now speeks moistly through people.zl" |
In fact he goes so far as to say that the pope is "ein
gosttischer malestetischer Teufol, der da schlecht heraus

fert, als sey er Gott aelba."as He who does not preach the

kingdom of Christ or preaches against Ohrist must be & devil.

26
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That the devil exists in certain beings in a special

way iz still wore evident from Yuther!s “Table Talks, It is
at times dangerous $o quote the “Table Talk® because its

authority i= uncertain., But changes are that ILuther in him
lighter monments did achually u"ﬁea!t_ the thingn they containe

At emy rate, they do aid in presenting a more complete ploe=
ture of Luther's concept of the devil, Luther bolleves that

the devil is.in purrots, monkeys, end a.pan.. because they are

able to imitate men so wetl.]..a7

Wot only can-the devils enter other beings, but they

can themselves asswee the human forme The following quota-
tlon iz again from his "Teble Talle?:

The devil can so completely assume the humen form, when
bo wanks to deceive us, that we may very well lle a!.m;'l;
what seems to us a woman, of real flesh and blood,

yebt 121 the while ttis only tho devil in the shape of
& woman: Satan, sccording.to 3t. Paul, has great power
aver the cnlldven of unrighteousness, 'T1s the gaue
wlith women who msy think it is a man in bed with them
yet 't4s only ths devile

In view of the proceding statement in which Luther indicates

that! the devil can assume the human form,

it 1s not diffioult

to undergtand why Luthor advocated no mevoy for the witches
of his day.ag They were devile with assumed human fleshe

275!311;}!3 EEC &.. pp 163' L
2Bys3 ohelot, ope &ites 1pe 324 £
298:3¢h, gpe cites DD 163 Lo
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Preserved Swmith states that this a.-tt:ltude of Luther fanned
the flemes for the persecution of witehes during the six-
teenth century in which thousands of witches lost their
lives. Four were persecuted in Wittenberg in 1540 during
Lutherta aa¥.3o

To Luther the devil and his legions were very powerful,
personal, spiritual, evil beings. He never underestimated
their reality because he never underestimated the reality
of Chrlst. Obendiek states it 1ike this: ", « o gibt es
einen Teufel, aber nur als Personification des boesen Frin-
elpsy= gut, so genuegt anch ein Christus als unpersoenliche
Idee," 1 |

The Monarchy of God

Luther presents the devil as a very powerful being. Yet
he is very careful not to teach a duslistic éoncept of God
and the devil, as tlr;ough both were before time, in time, and
in themselves self-oxisting and complete. Sometimes 1%t
sounds in Luther's sermons end hymns as if the world were a
battlefield between two equal powers, a good God and an evil
80d callod the devil, but then he strongly emphasizes the

30In14,

31H rmann 0 diek, Der Teufel Bel Martin
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faot that God 1s almighty and the devil, in spite of being
Godls enemy, 1s somchow alvays God's devil, > '

Luther does not asoribe to God the origin and cause of
ovile The devil doss that but God ordajns it, God ordains
it sinee He, in so fear as may accord with His own purposes,
allows the devil to do that whieh: the latter dces of his own
accord in pure hatred and malicious wille The expressions
which Luther uses to make olear this poin‘l: are the followingt
e o o (Cobt dom Teufellraun lesste o o">2 "o o edie Hand
abzeucht"3 and ", o <(Qous) sed permittit. ¢ o"35 An ex-
presegion which ssens t-o- indicate that God actively incites
the devil o ovil is "dottes Verhengnis"3® With this ex-
presaion Iather guards ngainat the Hanichaean errorj and
thus he decleres that God calls that strange work His, ale
though it is not His own psculiar and characteristic work.w
God 19 no lesa the all efficfent and compelling force in the
doviis than in all other creaturcss But He works in them in
accordance with the character which He finds them possessinge
Since they are evil; when they are driven into aotion by the

324, xfram 'L'he eo}_ggz af Luther (London: James
Clarie ﬂ;!d 50.9 1 9 pl
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impulse of jils ommipotence, they do only that which 1s ”11036
God who works all in all is also active "operatur,” in the
devile>? DBut God, Who Himeelf is good, can only worlk out
of evil material, that which is evﬂ.l,'even as & good rider
cannot ride & bad and unbroken horse wells4® Thus God works
in man; never originating evil, but works evil through that
whleh cmn only work evil for it is evile~3atane

Sometimes the devil merely carries cut his malicious
activity and God permits !.t.u At other times the dovil ia
the means or instrument through which God works and carries
out His divine %5111.‘!*2 Harneck viows Lutherts devil es the
means by which God carries out his wrath and anger. HNot only
that, but the devil 1s the ", ; o Objekt, Produlrt und Organ
deg Zornse. o o oMM However, Harnsck warns that Satan end it

the "deus iratus® are not identical and dare not be equateds

The devil as an instrument- of God's wrath places a fear of

8in and death into man's heart. B:ut at times the devil also

resents man with o felse trust that there is ~pmothing to

38—11?1-.@.0# I, 485 £y
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fear in slin and unbellef, The latter is not the result of
the wrath of God, but is the work of the devil,

The existence and work oi‘ the devil do ;10t cast a shadow
upon the mejesty of God, but they serve to make God known and
to honor Him, For the salke of His own majesty God must per-
mit svil to ocour,t> The devils are compelled by their very
rage, sgainst their will, to serve God and further His pure
poses, The devils serve God in order to est_ablish and prove
Eis honor.'® In one of his sermons in the series of Sermons
upon Exodus Luther states:

God In this (impelling to evil) does well and nothing

wronez., Bub he who is thus impelled does wrong, for he

has before him the commandment of God which forbids him

to do oy, and yet the devil impels him so to act. o .

IT thou shouwldst now askt Is then the will of God

egeinst itselff--that is going too far. The will of
God iis.?hez-e, but how this can be, I am not permitted to
|_ 4

know.

According tc Luther there 1s really no comparison between
the power of God and the power of the devil, In the 1light
of Gofi's. power the devil 1s pmnarlmss."'8 In the light of
God's gtrength, the devil's power becomes as noth.‘-.ng.'is. God's
power over the devil shows itself not only in the fact that

God uses the devil to punish the godless and unrepentant and

ll-sweiw. ﬂ. _c_!._t_.. mvx. uaad
Lé61had,, XVI, 117 fs
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aid in the salvation of the believer, but this power of God
over the devll finds 1ts climax in the fact that God is
pralsed and commended by the deﬂloso

The devll is also considered an agent of the God of
51

merey. Roland Bginton makes the observation that Luther
oniy referred minor difficulties to the devil, In all major
encountors God Himself was the assailant. The devil was
something of a relief.sa This again shows the power of God
over thai of the devil. ¥hen God struck immediately the
result waz drastic, but when the merciful God used the devil
as His instrument the result was not quite so terrible.

Luther always saw the devil not as an end in himself,
but as o mcens to an ends God ordains the end. Luther vivid-
1y describes this when he visualizes the devil as the_ one
who takes care of God's vineyard::

Dank habe der fromme Gott, der des Teufels und selner

Bosheit kann also brauchen, dasg es nun muss alles zum
besten dienenj sonst wo es an-seinem boesen Willen laege,
wuerd er uns bald mit seinem Messer erwuergen, t
Beinem Mist ersteenken und erstecken, Nu aber nimpt

ihn Gott in seine Hand und spricht: Teufel, do bist
wohl ein HMoerder und Bossewicht, aber ich will dein
brauchen wozu ich willj du sollt nwr melin H!.ppe:m:o%n,
die Welt, und was an dir hanget, s0ll mein Dungemis

1ieben Weingarten, dass e desto besser
:g:'gez? Te%nfmiohewﬂl und musz euch haben zu meinem

501bid,, XXX, Part I, 33
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Werkzeug an dem Welnstock, dasz er gearbeitet und zuger-
leht werde, Darum schneidet, hauet, und hacket nur
getrost; aber nicht weiter demn ich wille Denn so weit
soll es nur gehen, dasz er meinen Weinstock nicht
verderke, sondern nuetze und bessers, und sofern dungen

und mizteng dasg ez nicht ersteckt, sondern fein saftig
wid satt werde, 3 dae

The devils are servants of God even as the angels ares
Thus there also seems to be a constant conflict between the
angels and the deviln.s"" It 1a for this reason that Luther
asks God to aend His holy angels for protection against the
devil in his morning and evening prayers. The power of the
angels 1s greater than that of the devils because they have
perpetual fellowship with God and stand in the presence of
Him Whose name 1is Almi;;hty.ss Yet Luther represents the
ministry of the angels as insufficient for the conquest of
the devil, which can be accomplished only by the Son of Gode
If both God and His angels did not reatrain and 1imit the

56

rage of the devil, man could not live a single moment .

In conclusion, we must emphasize again that the power
of the devil never stands parallel to the power of God. It
is God alone who ultimately :x'ules- Luther views God as a

58
God who works through contraries, specifically, the devil.
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There secms to be a contradiction which Luther does not try
to solve. For him the plain word of Scripture meant more
than reaaon. In Luther?!s assertion of the monarchy of God
over the powsr of the evil one, H. H, Kramm sees an example
of Imther'as tendency to stress contradicting Bible statements
without trying to explain them or to smooth them over, Kramm
records Luther's view like thist _ i
The devil is God's enemy, and God is almlighty. But the
almighty God does not destroy His enemy and his pernicious
activities, And yet. God is not responsible far the evil
caused by thesgotivities of the Devil, But there are
not two Gods,
It 1s comforting to lmow that God has the devil in Hls power,
and He permits the latter to ply his arts only in s0 far as

may accord with and serve the divine pwrpose.

59Kram, OPe 22-_?_-' Pe llvlc




CHAPTER IV
THE ACTIVITY OF THE DEVIL
The World As Realm of the Devil

Luther®s devil 1la a most powerful spirit, not an absoe-
lute power, however, because God 13 always above him, But,
neverthele=zs,; he 18 powsrful; and he axarciﬁea his powerful
relgn over what Luther terms "the world,® It ia difficult
%o know just what Luther means by the world, Generally
speaking, the world is the sum of all created things which
find their existen oe in the physical universe, More specif=-
leally, Luther sees the world as that oreation which strives
againzt God and the spread of._lua. Gospel. 'The world is com=
posed of all the elements which war against God and the
Christian soul, Over these, over the world, the devil is
lord and z-ular.l

Again and again Luther repeats this frightening and
horrible thoushte "s e e ut statuamus totum mundum a
Satena obsessum."® The whole world is held oaptive by the
devil. "Horrendum hoo certe, quod totus mundus captus esb

1pr, Martin L s Werke (Weimar: Boehlinghaus Nache
folger i ob TSR Lo RRTY, B2 £
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suis cogltationibus,"3 According to Luther we are living
and serving in en inn, whers the devil is lord and the world,
his wife and his famlly ars all adversaries of the Gospol_.!!‘

To say that the devil was lord and ruler of the world
was not l1dle speculation on Luther!s parts This was some~
thing he had experlenced himself, His oun words are signie-
ficant. "Der Teuffel ist herr jan der Welt, und ich habe es
selbs nie koeanen glauben, das der Teuffel solt Herr und Gott
der Welt sein, bils ich nu mals zimplich erfaren, das es auch
ein artickel des glaubens sey: Princeps mmdi, Deus huis
seculis » o o"7 The desplsing and rejection of the Gompel
was ancther evident token that the world is occupled by the
dev11.6

As pilgrims upon earth Christiens are also in the devil's
kingdom, In one of his writings Luther puts it this way!l
"Whr sind hie yns teuffels reych; nicht anders, demn wenn
oyn pylger ynn eyn herberg keme, da er wuste, das sie alleym
hauas rewber warene s » o Then interestingly encugh he
makes the application that if we would walk into a den of
robbers we should be alert and wide awake, The second pebi-

3Ibide, XVII, Part I, L7e
brbia,, XXVIII, 329
5Ibid., Lp 473

6Ibid., IV,-30%.
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tion of the Lord!s Prayer; "thy kingdom come," 1s also an
indication that presently we must be under the tyramny of
the devil.®

Ocoasionally Iuther uses the term "kingdom of the devil"
in a very rvestricted sense, In this connection the tingdom
of the devil iz everything that is opposed to the will of
God, Thus man is confronted with an either/or, Man is
either in the ki.ngdpm of the devil, which i1s a kingdom of
darkness, error, sin, and deathy or he is in the kingdom of
Christ, s kingdom of 1light, understanding, justice, and life.’
At the head of the kingdom of God stends God as king. At
the head of the devil's lingdom stands the devil, as the
mighty rulsr uf the world whqm man nust serve as slavo.lo

Inther sees no vesuum betwsen Christ and the devil,.
Whatever is not in the kingdom of God, is under the kingdom
and power of the devil, where the devil is ", « « Bischoff,
Hirte wvnd Meisters o e 11 yho does not serve God, serves

the devil.'® The acceptance of Uhrist as Savior determines
whether ﬁa are in Christ's kingdom or not} for if we are

8Tbid., I, 93
91bid,, XXIII, T16s
107p1d., V, 666 Lo
111,94,, XLVIII, 195
121p1d., XXV, 483.
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without Christ,; we are in the devil's kingdom; but if Christ
is with us, the devil mmat yield.13 : '

The Devil As the Instigator of Sickness and Misfortune

Luther once gave & goed succinet account of his vieus
on the cause of sickness and miafortune in a letter to Venzel
Link, whore he staztes that "physicians may attribute such
things to naSural causss and aﬁne‘t:l.meb partiy cure them, bubt
they are ignorant of the power of the dev:lla."n" 0f a thunder-
storm on December 16, 1536, Luther said, M. « o It 18 simply.
Sa'l;anie. I believe the devils were going to hold a debats
and some angel interposed this orash of thunder and tors up
their propositions,":? _ :

A11 the evils of siclmess and misfortune in the world
are the devil's work. As ths instigator. of siclmess and
misfortune the devil kills man and beast, polgsons the air,
8poils the .orops in the field, and sends disastrous plagueﬂ-ls
Luther pletures the devil as a vicious hungry beast whose

passion it is to break our arms and lega and to tear our
head from our bodyel! In fact, it hurts the devil to lmow

131p14., XV, 7875 BXKVII, 32,
liEwald Plass, This Is Luther (St, Louis: Concordia
Publiahing House, CalY » Do °
; of Martin Luther
15ppeserved Smith, %a_ Life ﬁmﬂd Letter of artl ber

(Boston and New York:
Pe 339,

St, Louis:
16 be Sohriften edited by Ju G Walch (
cmor%%:% House, 1950) s IX, Col. allho

17“51'[!91" _-9.2. _0_1}_.. XXVII, 153.
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that we have one haalthy finger on our hand.la If the devil
wers in contrei of the frost, there would be no summer, but

an everlasting winter; and all of mankind would freeze in

one’ da;f.lg

Luther traces the bitter enmity between the devil and
God and man tc the expulsion of the devil from hsaven. Evar
since  that time, if the devil wers not under God's control,
he would in a moment empty and spoil the fish in the =ea,
the birds in the sir, end the fruits of the £1eld,2° The
slckneeses and misfortunes which the devil inflicts upon
mankind sre relatively small to what they could be if the
devilis power to evil were not controlled by God. Neverthew
less, it iz the devil's peculiar wark to cause as much sicke
ness and misfortune as possible.

Obendiek contrasts ILuther's opinion of the devil's
ferocious mctivity and the loving activity of God when he
states: "Der Teufel reisst einy damit ist seine Taetighkelt
erschoepft. Aber Gobt reisst ein, um su bauen}--Gott schlaegt
nieder um zu heilenj diese positive Tendenz fehlt dem e
des Teufels."2l Luther is slways confident, for even though

185t, Louts, ope glbsy XII, Ools 1338.
191bid., Vs Oole 1322

aoIbid._p I’ Cole 90.

21permann us Obendiek, Der Teufel Bei Martin Luthor
(Mﬂh@-Vﬂl‘lﬂs G.m.b.H.. Bﬂm e m,p Ps °
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mankind lives In the night of siclmess and misfortune, yet

from the dark sky there shine the God-given stars to encourage

ug to faith and hope.a2

Natural Han As Slave of the Devil

Luthor traces man's slavery to the devil back to the
fall of' Adam and Eve and the original sin which thus found
entrance and which involvea this dominion of the devil. It
is worthy to note that the fall of Adam 1s never ascribed
to a resistless influence of the devil, but 1s always rep=-
reéentad as the fault of Adam, who was only tempted by the
dev11.23 But since that fall, all men are slaves to the
devil. All men are by nature, from birth, under the devilts
power and wmust perform hils w:l.li.ah' It 1s the total person,
the "totus homo," body, soul, and spirit, who is impious and
under the devil even as the whole world.-as

The devil operates in sin and natural man freely gilves
him the opuortunity. -Man is willing to sin, and upon nan!s

willingness to sin follows the pleasure to sin, Thus the

221b1d.5 Pe 5Be

23Jul1us Koestlin, '.i'het o:o].o _g_ Luther ;ra;x:slag;gh-
from the second Germen edl: 0.1897), LTI L

delphias Lutheran Publication SOo:l.ety.

all'waiw, OPe 9_’_-2.. HI' h?'

250pendiek, ops cite Pe 1780
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polson begins to take hold, kills the soul, and submits it
to the dav11.26

Luther uses three pletures to point out the devil's hold
on natural wmen through sin, First of all, he sees the devil
as a mas ter driving men into sin.2( Secondly, he sees the
devi.l throwlng snd hurling sins into man's heart.zs Thirdly,
he uses the pleture of the devil lighting the fire of sin in
man?!s hearte>’ Indeed, the origin of all human sin is the
devil, and through this sin he becomes the master of natural
man, The devil has imprinted his own ploture of evil upon
mank"...nd.,so

To show the helplessneas of mankind Luther states bhat
man ig like a donkey ridden now by God and now by the devil,3t
This surely seems to imply that man has no freedom whatever

to decide for geood or 1ll, Even Christiens are under the

devil., Here 18 indeed a paradox which Luther does not attempt

to solve, He states that the Ohristiean is under the devil
and still he ig lord of the devil; and even though the Chris-
tian 1s pious and holy, yet he is under the devil who can

26ygimar, ops gites Is 273e
2TInid., XX, 301

287p1d., XXVII, 109
291pid., III, 610,

309 0d081us Harnaek, I.uther'a Theologie (Muenchen3 Chr,
Kaiser Verlag, 1927) I, 200.

3ro1and Beinton, Here I T stand (New York and Hashville?
Abingdon-Cokesbury Press, 88p Oel » Do 2530
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.over-run J:a:I.m.-""2 However, in contrast to natural man who

follows the devil as a slave without resistance, the Ohristian
is alweys engaged ln a constant struggle with the master of
5711.33 A Christian is not entirely under the devil's power
for he iz "aimul justus et peeccatur,"” Here Luther inserts
hils distinctlon between flesh and spirit., Thus a Christian
really has & double essence: the Holy Ghost in the heart,
but the devil in the flesh.3

The Christian's Temptation to Sin

Az it has been stated before, Imther distinguished two
classes of devils. It is only a low olass of devils which
assails us with the lusts of fornication, avarice, and ambl-
tionjy it is a higher olass which tempts us to unbelief, dea-
pair, or herasy.BS It must be noted here also that temptation
only concerns the Christian. The unregenerate man is already
in the clutches of the devil and therefore cannot be tempted.
It is precisely those Christians who have already attained
a high standard of Christian character, the "lofty saints of
God," who are, in the providence of God, ‘most frequently

assalled with temptation.36

32Woimar, op. oltes XVII, 2993 XLI, 687
331p1d., XXIV, 111.

- 3h1pia,, 1v, 3203 VII, Part I, 133.
35koestlin, op. cltes PPe 332 fe
36.:.[..'9!-.‘."." Pe 259 :
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The devil is God's instrument of inward temptation, In
such a temptation the Christian feels that the grace of God
has forsaken him, He 13, according to the emotions of hj_.s
heart, actually in death and hell, He beholds nothing but
wrath and terrors. Despair and unbslief are evident. Under
such palns Luther himself had groaned. NHot only did he
realize such terrible inward temptations in his youth, but
alse in the Wartburg castle the devil confronted him with
such queations as: MAre you alone wise? Have 80 many cen=
turies gone wrong? What if you are in error and are taking
80 many others with you to eternal darmationt"37 Thus Iuther
later on in his life says that an evil, convicting consclence
is the open gate through which the devil operates, lan no
longer knows wi:ether he 1s a child of God, This temptation
occurs espacially in the hour of death.Sa

Heresy and false doctrine are other methods of innex
temptation waich the devil uses, The devils basic purpose
in temptation is to deatroy :I‘;':ul.i;h.39 One of the most effec~
tive ways of deastroying the Christian faith is through the
spread of false doctrine. One of the methods by which the
devil promotes false dootrine is by negleoting the differ=
snce between Law and Gospel and at times even substituting

3TBainton, op. g._i_;_., pa 19k
3Byeimar, op. cibe, XXVIIL, 296
39Ip1d., XX, 608
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the Law for the Gospel.t The devil in his own subtle way
attempts to substitute works for faith,4l In the place of
the forgiveness of sins through' Christ, the devil places
freedom of the will and good works.l'z Lutherts attitude
against the practicing work righteousness of the monks was
especially vehement. In his opinion all monks were bullt
about the devil's neck, and the ocloister is a hell with the
devil az abbot and p:*:t.m:-.!"-3 Luther's own words are signie-
ficant:
Denn das menschen hertz kan nimermehy ruga haben, es
habe denn die rechte lere oder das goettliche wort, das
gle an Gott gleuben und fest an im halten, und wer das
hat, der kan auch ein recht leben fueren., Diese lere
kan der Teuffel nicht leiden, daruemb richt er falsche
lore an und schickt falsche prediger, leaset das volck
zwingen mit gesetzen zu guten werken, dadurch sle gen

hinel komen, wie wir Moenche mit unsers Geluecbden und
andern wercl'ten gethan habe Diese falsche lerer sind

des Teuffels Fronvogtes « o
Thus the Christian must be constantly alert to fight off the
temptation of heresy and false doctrine., Those well-learned
in the Seripture are to be particularly aware of this tempta=-
tion of the dévil.“'s In this connection Luther states that °

hogg, Louis, op. oit.; IV, Ool. 2077.
Ylyjeimer, ops oit., % Part III, 197,
421p14,, X1V, 237,

'*3;_1_:;1.5.. XV, 4293 XXXVIII, 148.
W1p1g., xv1, 76,
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human reasgocn is nothing self-created, but 1t proceeds rromt
the rle's*i.l.h'6 .

Even while praying the Christian can be tempted. The
devil, because he ia the father of lies, my 80 deceive the
Christien that instead of praying in the trus name of Ohrist,
he prays in the devil's name; ‘ho assumes the name of the
true God T Whether or not the Christian preys in the trus
name of Christ can be seen in his earthly 111‘9.""8 The devil
furthermore deceltfully seeks to tempt the Christian by a
total misrepresentation of himself and his followers, so that
the Christlan is attracted to hime The devil permits his
own to do many good works, pray, fast, and build churches,
as though he were holy and pious-'h'g

Luther considers the devils .which Mt the Christian
to commit physical sins quite inferior to those who tempt the
Christian spirituallye The ilower class of devils tempts
men particularly to disobey the moral law of God., Croases
and sufferings are also such temptations. In back of the

devil!s maliciousness 1lies his purpose to destroy tu:l.th.so
Saten is not fighting sgainst us but against Christ in us 51

hb"eimf's ope eitey XXy 3°1|--
“7217.4.@.-- XX, Th5e

UBrp1d., 1V, 279
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Luther sees a definite benefit in temptation, He is able
to do thle because he always sees the devil as a mere inatru=
nent in the mighty hend of God, Temptatimi always shows that
the powerful Word with its dynamlc character is present,
Where thers 'is ne temptation the Word is not present; but
where there is temptation, we can be certain that God's Vord
is at work.sa : -
God, with all the devils that He has at His command, can yet
scarcely lead us to call upon Him, what, Luther asks, would
we do if there were no devil at a11?53 If there were no

devil %to tempt us, we would become "kald, faul, und lasses

Furthermore, temptation turns us to God, If

w5l

In closing the chapter, we obhserve once again the fact
thet the devil 1s a very powerful spirit under the control
of almizhty God. God permits him to exercise bis evil pre-
sence in the world, in aickness and misfortune,; in the
slavery of men to sin, and in temptation of the Christian,
Every moment the devil cunningly carries out his activitye.
He is an expert in his field. Luther 8ays, RThe devil, 1t
1s true, is= not exaotly a dootor who has teken his degrees,

but he 1s very learned, very expert for all that, He has

' 52etmar, ope gites IXs 591 fe

531’€oeatlin, ops oltes 335 L.
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not been carrying on his business during thousands of years

for nothing. n55

554, Hichelet, Life of Luther, translated by Williem
Hazlitt, (London: Ge—"ox-g“aﬂr—a and Sons, 1898), De 328,
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CHAPTER V
GODYS VICTORY OVER THE DEVIL ' =

Luther always viewed the Christian's struggle as serious,
However, he was never fatalistic or even pessimistic concera=
ing the Chwristlian®s power to overcome the prince of darkness,
In the first place, the Lord Jesus Ohrist had conquered the
devil once and for all in His allesufficient redemption, in
His suffering, death, resurrection, and ascension, Secondly,
God hus gziven the Christlan means by which to overcome the
devil in this world., Ho has given him the Holy Spirit, the
Gospel, the sacraments, faith, Soripture, and prayer. In
the light of these two facts, the devil camnot conquer and

gaein the ultimate victory over the Christian,
Jesus Christ

In Luther's theology Ohrist often takes the place of
God in His relationship to the devil because Christ bears
all things in His hands and has also subjected the devil to
Himselr.l "gatana Christus maior," says Luther.> Ohrist
has freed maniind not only from sin, death, and hell, but

3
Primarily from the devil, who is their lord.

1Dp, Martin Luthers yerke (Woiu:;nrt Boehlinghaus Nach-
folger, 1883-19397, XVII, Fart I, 43Te e

Hermarmus Obendiek, Der Teufel Bel Iuther
(F‘urohezihrla;a GemeboHe? Tn W 7, 1931)s Pe U0e
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Christ has conquered the devil and freed mankind from
his slavery through His work of redemption or atonement., He
has engaged the devil in a conflict and has ecome out Christus
Victor. In Luther, however, we do not meet the classic 1ldea
of the atcnement, as Gustav Auleﬁ would have us believe .l"
The basis of Luther'!s idea of the atonement i1s always Christ
reconclling God to men by His atoning sacrifice, But in this
reconciliation Christ 1s always the victorious Christ, Not
only do we hear the tramp of marshaled hordes, the shouts of
battle, and the triumph song in Luther's "A Mighty Fortress
Is Our God," but we also hear the thought expressed in this
hymns

In devils?! dungeon chained I lay

The pangs of death swept o'er me.

liy sin devoured me night and day

In which my mother bore me,

My anguish ever greiw more rife

I took no pleasure in my life

And sin had made me Orasye

Then was the Father troubled more

To see me ever languish.

The Everlasting Pity swore

To save me from my ®

He turmed to me his father heart

And chose himself a bitter part

His dearest did it cost him.

wus svoke the Son, "Hold thou to me,
li;hi‘om now on thou wilt make ite

b Christus Victor translated by 4. G:
Herhergus%gngg?n'sﬂc ety for Promoting Ohristian Know:

1“831 1931), De lzu-c
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I gave my very life for thee

And for thee willl I atake 1t.

For I am thilne and thou art mine,

And wvhere I am our lives entwlng.

The 01d Fiend cannot shake it,"
Luther seces the forces of evlil pitted againat the Divine Will,
He acknowledges God as the only effective agent in His redemp=-
tion from begluning to end--God in Jesus Chriat,

In Christts redemptive wrk the devil is plctured as

" deceived by God., This idea of the deception of the devil is

elosely commected with the thought of the hidden God, the
"deus absconditus," God was present, with the mightiest of
powers, hidden in the despised man Ohrist, in His lowliness
and in Hiz self-devotion to suffering and death.6 Luthert!s
concept of Christls conquest of the devil is that the devil
swallowed Christ at His death imagining that He would in
consequence of His weak humanity prove an easy morsel to
swallow, But to show that even while dead Jesus put an end

to the kingdom of the devil, Luther represents the transaction

under the flgure of a great whale, which with the angleworm,

the humenity of Christ, swallowed also the sharp hook, His

dlﬂnity.'f Thus the devil appears as deceived by divine

BRolend Bainton, Here I Stand (New York and Nashville:

Apingdon-Ockesbury Eresss; Os » PPe 66 Lo
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Btrategy. It is, therefore; certainly in accord with Luther's
view to say that the devil, even when seeking with all his
power to destroy Christ, was serving God and divine Juat:!—.oa.a

The suifering which Jesus endured was the work of the
devil, Thus Hermannus Obendiek states that the "Leiden" of
Christ was really z.a.n "Erleiden,™’ Alrveady in the garden of
Gethsemsne Christ was in the hand of the devil.l® Throughout
His passion He subjected Himself to the devil's fury. The
climaxz came when Jesus was forsaken by God. Inasmuch as
Jesus no longer received, as before; consvlation directly
from God, the devil gained an opportunity to assail Him more
then before. He grinds his teeth at the prospect of devouring
the innocent Lamby 50 that the guileleas man 1is rorceq to
tremble and quell 1ike a lost sinner,’l Though on the one
hand Christ subjeots Himself to the devil's malice and fury
in His suffering and death, yet in His very suffering and
death Christ triumphs as victorel®

Iather was in doubt as to the actual significance of
Christ's descent into hells He did not know whether Christ
descended into hell to endure atill further 1is pangs, or'

. B.Ihi.éu Pe L0l

" 90bendiek, ops ltss Pe Tle
10Wesmar, op. oites XXVII, 111
1lgoestlin, ops oitss Pe 400
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whether Ho descended in order to follow up the victory which'
He had alveady gained on the dross to its glorious consummation
13

in His rasurrection, Be: that as 1t may, the resurrection.

was' for Luther a most assuring act. The resurrection was. a
proclanation of Christus Victor, What the suffering end
death of Christ had accomplished, through the resurrection
bscame undeniable fact.n" Through the power of Christ's
resurrection, every Christian is lord and master over the
devil.15 : Y

The entire accomplishment of clu-it_lt's redemptive and
atoning worlk brought sbout the subjection and conquest of
the devil, Every bit of His earthly life, which began in
Bethlehem and elimaxed on Cglvary, His descent into hell, His
resurrectlon and ascension, was geared to make this release
from the power of the devil perfect and complets, Thus
Opendiek significantly statest

Nioht in den Einzelheiten,.sei es nun das Leiden oder

die Hoellenfahrt, oder die Auferstehung, oder die

1 in diesem ganzen schehen, eben
gﬂ?_ﬁ:ﬂrﬁ s‘c’ﬁgﬁ" hat Ohristus die Verderbensmaechte

wmd damit auch den Teufel beslegtj in der Einheit und

der Gesamthelt d!.eBOB“g::mm“ 18t der Sieg.

Erloesunge. s ¢ o DO

13Koestlin, Ops.clss Pe 41Te
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The Gospel

The Gospel 18 & power, It has dynamis cheracter, Thus
i1t exposes the devil and bLrings his activity to lisht.:"? It
drawa out the devil and all hia angsls to oppose 1t with ‘his
tamptatianml‘s then Luther spesaks of Gospel he means the
measage of the orvse and the resurrection of Christ. He
elosely sassoclates it with the erd. Wherever the Word is
preﬁ.chari, the devil la at work, Iuther states?

Dae koempt daher, denn wo Gott mit seinem wort ist, da
izt der Teullel zornig, kan es nicht leiden, yim wird
s8in reloh gamindert, Wo wer aber allein iat, da das
wort Gottea nicht gehot, da kan er wol Irom soym,
braucht seine tueche nicht so sehr, heiuechelt und
schmuookt sich feyn, das mam yhn auch wol fuar den
hailipgen gelst moschte ansehenjy er lest die seinen viel
guser werck thun, boten, lasten, kirchen bawen, messen
wd jarteze stifften, stelt sich, als sel er ganz hellig
uwnd Irom, Wenn sber des wort Gottes widder an das licht
koempt und er also varradten wird und ausgezogen: Da
toshot er und wuetebt, ist toll und thoericht, kan es
nicht leiden, wird zornig und weckt auch adne gelider
suffs die vorhin from waren, die erregt or mit allesrley
suenden, mit geits, neld, has zorn, ketzereyen d‘m" g::
geschwirms on sal, Ist also auff gewachot, W:h wo

wort; Gotfes ym schwanck gehet, da reget er sich am
melaten,

First of all, then, Luther v!.awp the Joapel or tho. Word as
the dynamic power which exposes the devil and brings him to

1780 my Sehriften, edited by Js G Waloh, (3¢te
Lontgopmtiiche Seuiiions o no, 1910), XiZ, Cole 1338
18yeimar, ope gltes XXXI, Part I, 368
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light. Secondly, the Gospel, the Word, is that power by
vhich the Christian 1s able to overcome the devil in his own
1ife. ¥

The devil is present without the Word, but he is exposed
and conguered by the Wordnao Because of the spiritual tran-
ascendental character of the devil, the only way one can be ;

vietorious in the battle with the devil 1s by using the Word

of God as a weapon.z:l' The dynamic power of the Word in a

poaitive sense reveals the power by which the Christian can
overcome the assaults of the devil, It is not the Law, but

it is the word of grace, the Gospel, the Word, which opposes

the devil and destroys 11:[11:.22

Luther recognizes that his own restlessness is. caused
by the Word in combat with the devil.a3 His own human self
could not avall against such a powerful enemy. Thus he puts
his trust upon the Word of the Gospel: His words are these?

the
When the devil finds me 1dle, and not thinking upon t1®
Word of God, he insinuates into my mind %g::tg ;:geappr°
hensions that I have not taught aright; 5ok ‘onise
overturned and destroyed authority without gfu:’ o ma
that my doctrine has occasioned all t.hisIoo t hold of
disorder unrighteously. But as soon as 8°r and say
the word of God again, I am as strong &c o 714 great
to the devil: "vhat 1sd;~h°h:1:1:"°:nnzf,::°h‘;: So:.: over
as that world is, to God¥ : ts
et o ld o8 11:; Lord and King? If the world attemp

20 .
Ibidu [ IV, !|-73'
2lrbia,, XVI, 108 ff.

:albid., XV, LTS
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o unthrone 1ts Lord, God will overturn the d and
reduce 1t to ashes, : » ."ﬁ e

God's Word is all powerful, ILuther says, "Gottes worts
krafft izt uber alle welt, Teufel, Engle.".z.s God's Vord means
victory.aé‘ Even though the devil may frighten God's ﬁeople
as Gollath frightened the children of Israel, the stone of
God's Word will meke him £all.®! Thus the Word of the Gospel
is a dynemlc offensive instrument of war against the devil.

It 38 also a defensive shield against the darts of the devil,2®

The Word of the Gospel is so powerful because it is
God's Words "Guando audis verbum, audis dews," says Luther,®’
Vherever that Word is pz-aached and taught the devil cannot
end will not be vietorious in his -‘conquests.Bo

2hie 15 not o say that the devil will not violently
fight against the Worde He will fight direcily by trying to
remove the Word 15 its totality. He will fight indirectly
by contaminating it and making it say what it does not saye
Thorefors," especially, the m:lr@.atérs and preachers of the

slated by Williem

el let, Life of Luther, tran
He.znti:, ﬁﬁﬁgﬁ;’," a‘l'arg'neﬂ and Sons, 1898), pp. 329 f.
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Gospel are nothing else than soldiers of Chrigt, who are
engaged in a violent struggle with the devil,3l

Inthor, indeed, realized the power of the Word of the
Gospel, both as a power to overcome the devil, and also as
a4 power %o salvation, Thus he :labored so gealously to bring
it back to its glorious light and wrote the hymn, "Lord,
keep us Steadfast in Thy Horcll."32

Faith

Dr. Martin Luther velued faith very highly. The mere
historical facts of the redemptive mcts of Christ can avail
nothing to overcome the attacks of the devil in the Christian,
Even the devlil believes that Christ died, but he does not
believe that Christ dled for him.>> Thus Luther says, "Also
must du Christum haben als deinen schatz," end only then - ia
the devil's kingdom conquared.j"' The devil!s temptations
rust feil on the basis of this confession: "Christiana sum."3°

A Christian without falth is ilmpossible and unbslisvable,
To Luther the essence of Christianity is raith.36 This faith

in God as thé Croator; Redeemer, and S&nct:lf:l.er. carries with

. 31Ipid., XIII, 625,
G. Polack, The Handbook to the Lu
> olaol, e b otae, ST oo
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itself the happy assurance that the devil, whom Christ has
overcome, is also defeated in every attaok.37 Indeed; 1t
is an impotent devil who does not have power over one single
hair of & bellever.30 Faith in the Word of Christ is the all
sufficient factor in the salvation of mankind. Luther says:
Wer Christus Word gleubet vnd helt, dem stehet der
Himnel offeny, dle Hell zugeschlossen, der Teufel
gggaﬁi‘g&n&igﬁ:ﬂga vergeben, vnd er ist ein Kindt
Po point out the victory of faith, Luther, in one of his
lichter moments, made this comment: "The devil has sworn
our death; but he will stick his teeth(into a hollow m;lt."ll-o
Ihe Cnristien man must know that he is not preserved
from the attacks of the devil by his own power, but slone
through faith in Ohrist. Even though the devil may brulse

the Christian's heel, he cannot tear him out of Christis

hand .hfl Luther fears that man in temptation may begin to
dispute or arg;ue with the devil. Thus he asserts that in
temptetion one must seek refuge in the forgiveness of sins,

in confession and absolution. Man must cling only tahzchrist

and find shelter in the perfection of His redemption.

3TWeimar, ope oltes XIy 22¢
3834, Louils, ops oites VII, Ool. 100,
3%eimsr, ops oite, XLVIII, 155.
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Through faith in the redemptive power of God we can be
assured of certaln victory over the devil, even though a
thousand devils may be hid in one 43

This blesamed assurance of faith rests in the revelation
of God,*# It has 1ts heart and soul in Jesus Christ and in
the Word, That is whet makes it true and certain. Only by
faith éoés God snatch a Ohristian from the devil'!s kingdom
and set him into His own kingdomy only by faith does God
give the Christian power to overcome the assaults of the
devil; and only by faith can he gain the ultimate victory
over the prince of darkneaa.m"

The Holy Spirit

Faith as certvainty is posaible only through the work
of the Holy Spir:!.t.l"s In order to accomplish this certainty
of faith in a believer, the Holy Spirit must enter the devil's
realm and is thus at once involved in conflict with him, 46
Luther states, "Die 2 geister treiben sich mutuo: vel spiritum
senctum habes vel diabolum,"t7 Obendiek asserts that Luther

belleves in a "ministerium Satense" and a "ministerium

431p14,, X1V, 337.

Whtvia,, X1, 58, X, Part III, 3563 XVII, 294,
L450bendiek, ops oites Pe B7e

46yeimar, op, cites XVs 55Ue

471bid,, XVII, Part I, 137,
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splritus,” which are constantly involved in a violent battle,
not as brother against brother, but as Truth against false=
hoodo'® Luther himself states that we shoulds

allea wagen, leben und sterben,; dasz wir den Helligen

(eist habeny, so wir des Herrn Christi Wort haben und

glauben und gewiszlich beil uns selbst koennen schlieszen:

Es sel wider mich Teufel; Tod, und Suende, so bin ich

dennoch heilig, demn dasz ich glavbe an Christus und

habe ihn kennengelernt, das Wort und Saocrament recht
veratehe und brauche, das habe ich night aus meinem

Xopf', sondern sua dem Helligen Geist.

The wovk of the Holy Ghost 18 to witness Christ.’® The
Holy Ghost must see to it that the Word is recognized as
Godl'z Word; otherwise it may appear as the devills word.sl
The Holy Ghost operates through the means of grace. Against
thiz doctrine the devil i‘:l.ghts.sa But the truth of the matter
is that the person who doos not acknowledge that the Holy
Spirit works through the Word has become, without his lmow-
ledge, a victim of Satan,’> This point is emphasiszed again
and again in Lutherts theology. Opendiek sumarizes Lutherts

viewpoint like thist

Geist ohne Wort bedeutet Amt ohne Berufung, Amt ohne
Berufung bedeutet Enthusiasmus, Enthusiasmus landet
bei der Werkerei, Werkerei bedeutet Anspruch der

h8obendiek, op. gltes Pe 98¢
ug}_lli_d_u Pe93e
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520bend:l.ek, OpPe 2!-15_0 Pe 125,
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Menschen '‘an Gott; Anspruch der Menschen an Gott bedeutet
Auflehnung des Menschen gegen Gott, Auﬂohnunsﬁaa Menschen

>

gegen Gott bedeutet Werk und Sieg des Teufels,

In the heart of the Christian, the devil and the Holy Spirit
are constently in combat, Since the Holy Spirit operates
only through the Word, only through faith in the Word can
the Christian overcome the devil, It is worthy to note once
again that the "overcoming" is not man's act, but God's act
through the work of the Holy Spirit, Luther's religion was
thorouzhly theocentrica

The Sgeraments

The sacraments possess the same efficacious power as the
Word, ILuther usually speaks of three sacramentss Baptism,

Absolution, and the Lord?s Supper. Through their diligent

use the devil is driven out by the Finger of God.ss

Luther sees the whbla Gospel included in Baptism with
salvation as its end goals Thus when the devil assalled him,

he would answer; "I ambapt:l_.sedo"sb' Concerning the power of

baptism Luther writes, "Denn man muss dem Teufel nicht viele

Worte geben, Wenn dir deine Suenden vorwirft, so ist es

wenn du ihm deine Taufe entgegenhaelst, von der

gorade genug,
57

er auch nicht leugen kann, dasz du sie habest,

Sliopendiek, ope cites Ps 131e
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In the Lord's Supper Luther sees the perfection of re-
demption.s 8 The devil, hell, death, and the world have been
overeome.s 9 By the use of the sacrament we share in this
victorye If we were to ask I.utinor why a Ohristian should
attend the Lord's Supper he would answer that we are yet Iin
the devil's kingdom and that he is daily trying to destroy
us 1n body and sou1.6°

Apsolution is the personal certainty of the forgiveness
of sins which comes to us extra nos, It iz not in us, but
i1t comes %o us in Baptism, the Lord's Supper, and the preache-
ing of the Worde5l According to Luther, in all of these we
are more than conquerors because of Him Who loved us a.nd

gave Himself for use
Prayer and Scripture

Iuther believes in the diligent use of prayer and
Seripture as a means of combating the devil, Prayer is the
power through which we ask God to gend us expert bowmen,
"die scharfeerfeyle auffdsn teuffel schieasen."62 "Denn das

sollen wir wissen das alle vnser gohirm vnd schutz allein

63
ynn dem gebete stehet" says Luthers

58yeimar, op. eites X; Pert III, 69
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Every prayer 1s to be a prayer of faith, It is to rest
on two thoughts.a" Pirst of all, we must be keenly aware of
the tremendous power of the devil, Secondly, we must have
the sincere conviction that In God's sight the devil's power
is nothing; and we must be assured that God is the victor in
us. Such a prayer of faith is a preserving and a freeing
power which should encourage us also to pray for othera.65

Furthermore, in the struggle against the devil one
should imow the Seripture well and uae it at the right moment.®S
Luther says that in spite of his being an old doctor and
preacher, he daily says the Lord!s Prayer, the Creed, the
Ten Commandments, the Psalms and Bible verses, and ﬁe remains
a child and pupil of the Cgtechism in order to overcome the

attacks of the dav11.67

Iuther acknowledges both the Soripture and the Word as
the power against which the devil fights, and also as the
power on which everything which pertains to' salvation dopenﬂa.68
Thus he exhorts all to hear and read the Holy Scripturesj

for in their resding, hearing, and meditation, the Scriptures

liyotmar, ope oltes XK, 720
6513,1d,, XV, 111.

661p1d,, X, Part III, 36.
671bid,, XIXI, Pert I, 22T
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88 the Word will dispel, snd by the grace of God the Christisn
again 1is vietorioua.éq

The Tltlmate Victory

Luther gces two osshatological eventas, Judgment day and
deathe Oucasionally ho will spsak beautiful words of our
final victory over the devil as pertains to the Day of Judgment,
Then again; he finds joy in the thought of death, for at the
moment of death we avematched in spiri¢ from the devil's
pmmmm fceording to Luther, .a Christian always lives eacha=
tologically, sub specie seternitatls, and as such he Imous
that he s'm.ll keop the eroun.71

The devil end his angels, who have been battling against
the Curistisn in this world, will nsver be reconciled to Godo
Howevor, at the gsecond coming of Christ, the final oxecution
of the divine judgment upon the devils will take place, which
w111 be vigited upon them in the fives of hells'> Luther

gays it 1ike tnisd

De Teulel noch nicht endlich inre 1’514; ggg:nﬁe:::dom
" hinzehsn in einen verstoockten, versweiia 2

wnd alle Augenbliok euf ihs Gericht wartenj wie ein

Vensoh der zum Tode verdammt ist, gansz versweifelt,

691h1dn XX, 7900
T0rvia,, IX, S403 XLVIII, 2053 XVII, Pert I, 226,
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verstockt, und immer je hoeser wird; aber ihre Strafe
ist noch nicht usber sie gegangen, onder9 8le sind
Jetzt allein dazu verfasset und behalten, /s

. The Battle Hymn of the Reformation

' The ‘vietory of the Ohristisn over the devil is the work
of the almighty God, Through(;ut this thesis we have noted
Iptherts emphasis on ﬂaeooentri‘o and Christocentric religion,
The %aola gratia, sola fide, sola Soripture," are always in
the foreground, This emphasis permeates every :bhase of .
Inther!s roligion, His demono.logy is no exception to this
rule. Thus, perhaps the best conclusion to this thesis -
would be Lutherfs own words as he so dramatically and powerw
fully expressed them in "Fhe Battle EHm'of the Reformation.”

A mighty Fortress 1s our God
A Trusty Shield and Weaponj
He helps us free from every need
That hath us now:oler taken,
The old evil Foe Now means deadly woej
Deep gulle and great might
Are his dread arms in rlights
On earth is not his equal.

With might of ours can naught be done.
Soon were our loss effectedj
But for us fights the Valiant One,
Whom God Himself elected,
Agk ye, Who is this? Jeaus Christ it 1is,
Of Sabaoth Lord,
And therets none other Godj
He holds the field forevers

Though devils 2ll the world should fill,

All eager to devour us,
We trembhle not, we fear no ill,

7381;. ItO'lﬂ.S. ODe 'c_’-_tv_o' Ix. Col, 1371'
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They shall not overpvower us,

This world!s prince may still

Soowl fierce as he will,

He can harm us nons, He's judgeds
the deed ls doneg

One little word can fell him,

The Word they still shall let remain
Nor any thanks have for it}
He's by our side upon the plain
With his good gifin and Spirit,
And take they our 1ife,
Goods, fame, child, and wile,
Let these all be gone,
They yet have nothing won.m
The Kingdom ours remaineth,

F”"‘Polacl:, ODe cltey, Pe 192,
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